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the board continue to promote “really
smart development,” particularly along
North and South Avenues and the St.
Anne’s property.

“In the future, it’s going to take a lot
of discussion because it’s not easy to
decide what’s going to go there, you
want to know where Garwood’s go-
ing,” Mr. Hak said.  “It can’t go to all
strip malls and it can’t go to all housing
either because families move in. The
schools are tight as it is.”

Ms. Quattrocchi also expressed
concern over the status of the Myrtle
Avenue field project, which has been
delayed due to a wetlands issue on the
property. Ms. Quattrocchi, who served
on the council when the project was
initially explored, said it “disappoints”
her that the wetlands issue was not
discovered until this stage of the
project.

“What has me concerned, is that
we get stuck in a situation where we
have to hold off on the construction of
this. Are we going to be losing any of
that grant money because it hasn’t
been used within the allotted amount
of time?” Ms. Quattrocchi questioned.

Mr. Hak and Ms. Quattrocchi will
face Democrats Jonathan Linken and
Louis Petruzzelli for two expiring coun-
cil seats in the borough. Currently, the
council is comprised of five Democrats
and one Republican.

TAX HOLIDAY...Republican leaders in Trenton on Tuesday call for a state sales
tax holiday for the Christmas season from the day after Thanksgiving to January
4 to spur business and boost consumer confidence. Pictured, left to right, are
Republican Whip Asm. Jon Bramnick and Senate Minority Leader Sen. Thomas
Kean Jr. (both District 21, Westfield).

Courtesy of Jeffrey Stein
THE BEST PUMPKIN...Finding the best pumpkin is a fun chore at the Scotch
Plains Marketplace last Saturday due to the large selection available. The
marketplace has extended its season to November 15 because of the nice weather
and high turnout by residents.

Former Rep. Matt Rinaldo
Dies at 77; Served 20 Years

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Former 10-term Congress-
man Matthew J. Rinaldo Jr. died Mon-
day of complications from Parkinson’s
disease. He was 77.

Mr. Rinaldo, who was residing in
Crane’s Mill Continuing Care Retire-
ment Community, an assisted living
facility in West Caldwell, served 20
years as a Republican member of
Congress representing the 12th Con-
gressional District. As a result of re-
districting in 1980, the 12th District
became the modern-day 7th District.
The district includes parts of Union
County. During his tenure, he served
as the ranking Republican member
on the House of
Representa t ive’s
Telecommunications
and Finance Com-
mittee. Mr. Rinaldo
also served on the
Banking and Cur-
rency Committee and
the Interstate and
Foreign Commerce
Committee.

Prior to his tenure
in Washington, he
served two years as
member of the Union
County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders, in
1963 and 1965. He
was defeated, by one
vote, by Arthur C.
Fried of Westfield in 1965, and the two
became best friends. Mr. Fried died
August 31, 2008. Mr. Rinaldo later
served in the state Senate from 1967 to
1972, when he was elected to Con-
gress. A former Union resident, he was
president of the Union zoning board of
adjustment from 1962 to 1963.

Mr. Rinaldo opted not to seek re-
election in 1992, and was replaced in
Congress by then-Republican State
Assemblyman Bob Franks.

“Matt Rinaldo set the ultimate stan-
dard for serving his constituents,”
Mr. Franks said. “He had a reputation
for providing truly extraordinary ser-
vice. Political figures from all over
New Jersey continue to [attempt to]
reach the bar set by Matt.”

“Despite being a strong Republican,
Matt Rinaldo knew how to establish
effective relationships with those who
did not share his political affiliation.
His concern for working people and
taxpayers were the hallmarks of his
career. Congressman Matthew J.
Rinaldo Jr. served New Jersey with
great distinction. New Jersey and the
United States are better today because
of that service,” Mr. Franks said.

A number of news accounts reported
that Mr. Rinaldo listed his top accom-
plishments in Congress as sponsoring a

law prohibiting countries that harbor
terrorists from getting loans from the
Export-Import Bank, a measure pro-
viding public access to pollution data
and legislation to limit commercials
during children’s television programs.

Current Rep. Mike Ferguson, a Re-
publican, said Mr. Rinaldo “believed
public service was not about seeking
personal gain or partisan advantage.”

“Hyper-partisanship is not a recent
phenomenon, but Congressman
Rinaldo developed friendships and
working relationships across the aisle
because lawmakers of both parties rec-
ognized, valued and trusted his skills,
insights and understanding of policy. In
a time of spin and posturing, Congress-

man Rinaldo was a
legislator,” he contin-
ued.

“Those of us in
Congress who were
elected after his retire-
ment didn’t just suc-
ceed him; we try ev-
ery day to live up to
the example of public
service that Congress-
man Rinaldo estab-
lished,” Mr. Ferguson
said.

Union County Re-
publican Committee
Chairman Phil Morin
said the party mourns
the “passing of a man
who served as a leader

in Union County Republican politics
for many decades.”

“He left a legacy of being known as a
Congressman who, despite his years in
Washington, always served his constitu-
ents first, whether it was help in expedit-
ing a passport or attending a local com-
munity function. He enjoyed having per-
sonal contact with the residents of his
district, and it was not uncommon to see
Congressman Rinaldo at an Eagle Scout
Court of Honor, local Chamber of Com-
merce dinner or other events within his
district,” Mr. Morin said.

Mr. Rinaldo received a Bachelor of
Science degree from Rutgers Univer-
sity, Master of Business Administration
degree from Seton Hall University and a
Doctorate Degree in Public Administra-
tion from New York University.

Following his retirement from Con-
gress, Mr. Rinaldo worked as a public
affairs consultant. He is survived by
two brothers, Donald W. and James E.
Rinaldo, and his sister, Nancy Lattman.

A Funeral Mass will be held today,
Thursday, October 16, at 10:15 a.m. at
St. Michael’s Roman Catholic Church,
1212 Kelly Street, Union. Burial will
be at St. Teresa’s Cemetery in Summit.
Arrangements are being handled by
the Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake
Funeral Home in Westfield.

 Rep. Matthew J. Rinaldo, Jr.

Westfield
Friday, October 10, Daniela Bowers,

43, of East Orange was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on out-
standing traffic warrants from East Or-
ange, for $350, and Montclair, for $750.
Bowers was processed and released after
posting bail.

Saturday, October 11, Darlene
Didonato, 42, of Wall Township was ar-
rested in the area of the 200 block of
South Avenue, West, on an outstanding
traffic warrant for $350 from Middletown
Township. She was unable to post bail
and was turned over to the Middletown
Police Department.

Saturday, October 11, Donavon
Soumas, 38, of Jersey City was arrested in
the area of the 400 block of North Avenue
in Garwood after a motor vehicle stop on
an outstanding traffic warrant from Scotch
Plains. He was released on his own recog-
nizance after posting $215 bail.

Sunday, October 12, Wilson Cabrera-
Maya, 22, of Elizabeth was arrested on
outstanding traffic warrants from Union,
for $120, and Roselle Park, for $235. He
was stopped in the area of the 600 block
of South Avenue, West, for a traffic vio-
lation and a further investigation revealed
the outstanding warrants. Cabrera-Maya
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released after
posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Friday, October 10, Randal Wiley, 46,

of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, he was processed
and released.

Friday, October 10, a resident of
Westfield Road reported that someone
damaged her fence. According to police,
the damage was estimated at $100.

Saturday, October 11, a resident of
Redwood Road reported that someone
removed political signs valued at $15
from his lawn.

Saturday, October 11, Dayton Stevens,
29, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, October 12, Anthony Locacio,
26, of Edison was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, October 12, a resident of Union
Avenue reported that someone entered
his motor vehicle and removed a cell
phone and radio valued at $150.

Sunday, October 12, a resident of
O’Donnell Avenue reported that he pur-
chased an item on the Internet and that the
seller never sent the item, even though the
victim sent him the money for the purchase.

Fanwood
Wednesday, October 8, Matthew J.

Laird, 41, of Fanwood was arrested in the
100 block of Helen Street after a field
investigation for an outstanding Newark
warrant. he was processed and released.

Wednesday, October 8, Hernan G.
Hernandez, 29, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with numerous traffic viola-
tions after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road after he was unable to produce
proper identification documents. Accord-
ing to police, he was released after a third

party brought the documentation to head-
quarters.

Thursday, October 9, a 14-year-old
Plainfield juvenile was arrested and
charged with possession of stolen prop-
erty after removing a bicycle from Forest
Road Park. According to police, the bi-
cycle was returned to its owner, and the
juvenile was released to his parents pend-
ing a court date in Elizabeth Family Court.

Friday, October 10, a resident of Burns
Way reported that sometime between
Friday, October 3 and Friday, October
10, someone made unauthorized credit
card purchases at a local store in the
amount of $94.

Sunday, October 12, Christopher A.
Deprospero, 23, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with disorderly con-
duct and resisting arrested after being
involved in a fight at a Scotch Plains bar
located on North Avenue. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Monday, October 13, Reshonda R.
Laberth, 30, of Hillside was arrested on
an outstanding Greenbrook Township
warrant after a motor vehicle stop in the
400 block of South Avenue. According to
police, she was also charged with posses-
sion of prescription drugs not prescribed
to her. She was processed and released
after posting $1,500 bail for both inci-
dents, police said.

Mountainside
Tuesday, October 7, a resident of Force

Drive reported that a man trespassing in her
backyard with a chainsaw stated that he was
going to cut down trees that are on the
property line. According to police, the inci-
dent stems from a lawsuit filed against the
suspect by the victim and other neighbors
regarding the removal of trees that lie on a
property line. Police instructed both parties
to not have any contact with each other.

Tuesday, October 7, a purse was found
at a commuter lot and returned to head-
quarters. According to police, it had been
stolen from a Lamberts Mill Road health
club in Scotch Plains earlier in the day.
Several store cards and cash were re-
moved from the purse, authorities said.

Tuesday, October 7, Troy Smith, 45, of
Bayonne was arrested on an outstanding
warrant out of Bayonne in the amount of
$120. According to police, he was turned
over to the Bayonne Police Department.

Tuesday, October 7, Minna Wang, 50,
of Mountainside was arrested on an out-
standing Somerville warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle accident. According to police,
she was processed and turned over to the
Somerville Police Department.

Friday, October 10, Eladio Meda-Soto,
42, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) af-
ter police responded to a report of an
erratic driver on Route 22. According to
police, Meda-Soto also was charged with
refusal to submit to a breath test.

Friday, October 10, Jonah M. Klein,
27, of Springfield was arrested for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license
after a motor vehicle stop. According to
police, he also was charged with an out-
standing warrant out of New Gretna in the
amount of $500.

Sunday, October 12, Miran A. Mosley,
37, of Jersey City was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Mountainside
in the amount of $150.

crowds,” he said. “If they’re standing
around drinking coffee and smoking
cigarettes, that’s [not something we
can address].”

He disputed the presence of a home-
less man in the lot, calling that “not
true.” He said kids do use foul lan-
guage, but unfortunately, the chief
said that happens “everywhere.”

Stricter loitering laws could help,
but the chief said they have been
deemed “unconstitutional” in many
circumstances.

Larger cities with “heavy drug traf-
fic” have enacted more stringent loi-
tering laws to keep kids away from
bad areas, but the chief said Westfield
would not meet the “criteria” for en-
acting such a law.

Ultimately, the chief said his staff
is “undermanned,” and he is not able
to dedicate officers to police that lot
constantly.

He said Westfield has fewer offic-

Resident Concerned Over
Tree Removal, Development

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — During the public
comment portion of Tuesday’s
Garwood council meeting, local resi-
dent John Conlin expressed concern
over the number of trees he has seen
removed in his neighborhood recently
and asked if the borough has taken
steps to prevent this from occurring.

“In my neighborhood, I can count
maybe 13 or 15 trees that have been cut
down,” Mr. Conlin said.

Although Garwood does not regu-
late the removal of trees on private
property, Municipal Clerk and Shade
Tree Officer Christina Ariemma said
she does keep track of and replace the
trees that the borough removes. Ms.
Ariemma estimated the borough has
replaced more than 400 trees in the past
three years.

“For every tree that we take down,
we replace it with two or three trees,”
Ms. Ariemma said.

Mr. Conlin also asked the council if
there was a way to prevent high density
development in the borough, saying
that “longstanding” houses were being
torn down and replaced by “two or
three two-story apartments.” Mr. Conlin
asked if the council could increase the
minimum lot size or declare a morato-
rium on certain types of development
until the borough’s Master Plan is final-
ized.

Borough Council President Kathleen
Villaggio said increasing the lot size
would create problems for current resi-
dents because most of the lots are 50 by
100 feet. Borough Attorney Robert
Renaud also said moratoriums are not
legal under municipal land use laws.

In other business, Ms. Villaggio asked
the council to consider a resolution
supporting State Senate Bill 155, the
“Jessica Lunsford Act.” Named for a 9-
year-old Florida girl who was kidnapped

and murdered by a convicted sex of-
fender, the bill calls for tighter restric-
tions on sex offenders.

“The gist of the law would not allow
people who are a Megan’s Law Person
within 2,500 feet of a school or child
care center,” Ms. Villaggio said.

The council will vote on the resolu-
tion during its next meeting.

Also on Tuesday, the council ap-
proved a request by Councilman An-
thony Sytko to have Ed Friedman from
the renewable energy company
Ecokinetics appear at an upcoming
council meeting. Mr. Friedman has been
working closely with Mr. Sytko to re-
search renewable energy options for
municipal buildings.

“Ed offered to come to a council
meeting and hold a presentation on it,”
Mr. Sytko said. “I will be following up
with him this week and hopefully he
can come to a meeting sometime in
November.”

The council also passed an ordinance
on Tuesday to repeal parts of the mu-
nicipal code regarding massage par-
lors. Mr. Renaud said the repealed por-
tions of the code relate to plumbing
requirements.
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ers per capita than any other town in
Union County; Westfield has an aver-
age of 1.9 officers per 1,000 people,
while the average municipal police
force in the county has 2.7 officers
per every 1,000.

When asked if parking-enforcement
officers could be used to monitor the
lot in question, he said the “activity”
occurs after their shifts end in the early
evening hours.

Chief Parizeau said the police de-
partment does not have overtime funds
to keep people there “as much as we
would like to.”

When asked if Union County police
officers could assist, he said they handle
county duties such as monitoring the
county parks. If mutual aid were
needed, the county’s force could as-
sist, but the chief said they would not
be able to help patrol a parking lot.

“We simply don’t have the resources
to be everywhere,” he said.

MS BOE Discusses QSAC
Reports, Performance, Books

By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE –Chief School
Administrator (CSA) Jeannette
Baubles and Supervisor of Curricu-
lum and Instruction (SCI) Thomas
Conroy made presentations on cur-
riculum revisions, textbook status,
state and public reporting, require-
ments and compliance during the
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) meeting, Tuesday night at
Beechwood School.

Mrs. Baubles presented the perfor-
mance review. The district is required
to post responses to the performance
review on its website five days prior
to presenting them to the board. It
was not clear that this was done or
whether the board will hold another
public meeting for this purpose.

Per the Open Public Meetings Act
(OPRA), all districts are required to
publish a notice that the performance
review will be discussed. While the
board approved what it called a “dis-
trict-scored” performance review, it
did not approve a required statement
of assurance verifying the accuracy
of the responses in the report.

Mr. Conroy and Mrs. Baubles dis-
cussed curriculum revisions and the
Quality Single Accountability Con-
tinuum (QSAC) – a report required
by the county superintendent’s of-
fice. The QSAC is to cover the last
three school years and is mandated
by the N.J. Department of Education.

A discussion ensued whether
Mountainside’s QSAC is in full com-
pliance with the state’s QSAC guide-
lines in that the process requires that
a committee be formed to evaluate
performance and capacity in instruc-
tion and program, personnel, fiscal

management, operations and gover-
nance.

CSA Baubles was responsible for
appointing a committee consisting of
herself, one or more members of the
administrative staff, the district’s busi-
ness administrator, head of curricu-
lum, one or more members of the
teachers’ local collective bargaining
unit and one or more members of the
BOE selected by the board. Mrs.
Baubles mentioned that she also ap-
pointed certain teachers, which she is
permitted to do.

The board also could have estab-
lished a subcommittee of its own to
consult with the committee formed to
complete the review.

“We scored ourselves highly,” Mrs.
Baubles said. However, “we did come
across some areas where we would
like to improve.” These areas included
financial and budgetary controls, stu-
dent support services and governance.

The board was unclear whether
Mrs. Baubles presentation met the
state’s requirement that a public hear-
ing be held for public comment. It
was not stated which member of the
board, chosen by the board, had been
on the committee.

Despite that, Mrs. Baubles praised
the teaching and support staff who
participated in the review. She said
that the staff contributed greatly to
the process.

“They have a sense of where we
have been, to know where we are
going,” she said.

SCI Conroy discussed curriculum
revisions. He said he is excited about
the proposed changes and what they
will mean for students and faculty.
He said core curriculum standards
are the basis for classroom planning.

“We really needed to work on our
grades 6 to 8 reading and writing
program,” he added before describ-
ing the effort to make it easier for
students to comprehend and develop.

Mr. Conroy said, “We want to push
the kids. It’s time to dial things up on
them.”

Board Member Anthony Tinnirella
said he hoped that a teacher’s contri-
bution to curriculum development is
considered when performance is re-
viewed. He also said that some sec-
tions still do not have textbooks.

Mr. Conroy attributed the shortage
of textbooks to a “huge influx of
students” enrolling this year.

Mrs. Baubles said the textbook
shortage “has been a little bit tough,”
but blamed it on the supplier shipping
three palates of the wrong books. She
said that the correct books have been
requested and she anticipates them to
arrive soon.

The board praised the Mountainside
Public Library staff, who make books
available to students that complement
their education.

The next Mountainside BOE pub-
lic meeting will take place at
Beechwood School on Tuesday No-
vember 11, at 7:30 p.m.

has spent us into ruin at this point. Our
economy is in shambles. That $10 bil-
lion a month being spent over there
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not match, we request the voter to
sign again and perhaps give us some
form of identification with it,” Ms.
Rajoppi said. “So we do check.”

Ms. Rajoppi said when informa-
tion for an absentee ballot is entered,
it goes to the Board of Elections
which produces the poll books that
are sent to each polling place. The
poll books will show that a voter
requested an absentee ballot, and the
voter will not be permitted to vote at
the machine.

“Whether or not he voted absen-
tee, he cannot vote on that machine,”
Ms. Rajoppi said.

Voters who request absentee bal-
lots but do not use them have the
option of filling out a provisional
ballot, which Ms. Rajoppi said is
only opened after checking to make
sure that an absentee ballot was not
completed.

Voters may request an absentee bal-
lot by mail up until seven days before
the election and in person until 3 p.m.
the day before the election.
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(Iraq) has really hurt our economy in a
very significant way,” Mrs. Stender said.
“We have to set a timeline and get out
responsibly, safely and soon.”

“But I also do think we should have
finished the job in Afghanistan,” she
said, adding that the United States
“needs to find Osama Bin Laden and
bring him to justice for the heinous
crimes on our country.

“I believe we have to have a strong
military, but we also have to be smart in
our diplomacy. We can’t continue the
cowboy diplomacy of the last eight
years if we are going to work with other
nations…to build a better peaceful
world,” Mrs. Stender said.
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