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Poerio Thanks Community for
Making Scotch Plains Day a Success

On behalf of the Scotch Plains Recre-
ation Commission, I’d like to thank all
those who were involved in making Scotch
Plains Weekend such a success.

The events themselves would not have
gotten off the ground without the efforts
put forth from the Scotch Plains Day
Committee. The committee is made up of
the following members, whose work in
the beginning of the year through to the
actual Scotch Plains Day made sure the
event went off without a hitch: Steve
Goldberg, Pat Kane and Mary DePaola.

A special thanks goes to Ron Kelly and
the rest of the Scotch Plains Lions Club.
The Lions spend hours upon hours volun-
teering their time to coordinate the ven-
dors for both the Craft Fair on Saturday
and Scotch Plains Day on Sunday.

Certainly, the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association need to be
recognized. Once again, the association
generously provided the petting zoo, pony
rides and Rainbow the Clown, which
were all enjoyed.

I’d also like to express my gratitude
towards the SGA and DECA students
from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. The students volunteered their

time to man the ticket booth and the rides
throughout the day.

Along with the students, much appre-
ciation is in order for the Scotch-Plains
Fanwood Board of Education. Once again,
with combined efforts from both staff and
administration, we had a terrific bon fire
and pep rally on Friday night.

Thanks to the fire department, police
department, Parks and Recreation and
DPW staff, who controlled our bon fire,
provided traffic safety for Scotch Plains
Day and made our event look beautiful.

Many thanks to Madeline Rutkowski
and Toni Rollis, from the manager’s of-
fice, who prepared the mayor’s ceremony
honoring township residents and employ-
ees, as well as setting up a delicious lunch
for the honorees and their families.

Finally, I’d like to thank my office,
Stephen Dahl and Jana Giannaci, for its
dedication and efforts in planning and
implementing a variety of activities asso-
ciated with the weekend.

Thanks again to all those who came out
for a wonderful weekend, and I look for-
ward to seeing all of you next year!

Dir. Raymond Poerio
Scotch Plains Parks and Recreation

Thank You to Those Who Helped
Make Charity Game a Success

On Saturday, September 6, I organized
a charity baseball game to benefit The
Hannah Peretsman-Breene Foundation.
This event was the 3rd annual, the first
being two years ago for the Children’s
Specialized Hospital and the second for
the Saint Joseph’s Social Service Center
last year.

Once again it was very successful,
thanks to the generosity of many people
and companies. I’d like to thank the fol-
lowing local stores and restaurants, who
donated food and drinks for the event:
Al’s Prime Meats and Deli, Bagel Cha-
teau, BJs, Costco, Manhattan Bagels,
Shoprite, Stop & Shop and Starbucks. In
addition, raffle items, such as gift cards,
flower arrangements and gift baskets, were
generously donated by Galeria Art and
Framing, Salon 1100, Gennaro’s, Blue
Tulip, 16 Prospect, Garwood Lanes, Bar-
ons Drug Store, Cosi, The Green Room,
Westfield Running Company, Ferraros,
On the Side, Pam Keller, Leader Store,
Headturners Salon and Castle Bootery.
Stitch City USA also generously pro-
vided t-shirts for the game at cost.

I’d also like to say a special thanks to
Julia Cerefice (personal trainer), and Jen
Pottheiser (NBA and Nets) for the won-
derful silent auction items, and to Heidi
Travis, the manager of Stop & Shop of
Westfield. Ms. Travis was gracious enough
to donate $100 worth of food and gift cards
to the game this year! I greatly appreciate
her graciousness and generosity!

Many thanks to our friends and fellow
Westfield residents for their participation
and support: to the 25-plus 9th graders

who played in the game, to umpire Jeff
Harris and coaches Joe McHugh, George
Lanzano and Harry Kalimtzis for making
the game so fun. Thanks to the parents
and friends who helped set up, stayed to
watch the game (despite the bad weather),
purchased lots of raffle tickets and bid on
silent auction items.

I also want to thank those who weren’t
able to be there, but still donated gener-
ously. Deirdre Malacrea, who originally
came up with the “Bat for Bucks” idea of
obtaining pledges, raised almost $100 by
reaching out to her family, as well as
making an additional personal donation.

I would also like to thank the following
friends who helped the day of the event:
The Harris Family: Theresa, Jeff, Jessica
and Jake Harris, Tom and TJ Lutz, and
Philip Edwards. Without them, I would
have been so busy that I wouldn’t have
been able to play in the game. I also want
to thank my sister, Kim, as well as my
mom, dad and grandmother for all their
help. The game was great and the weather
held out just long enough. On a less
important note, my team (Navy) lost 3-1
to the Grey team.

In total, we raised $2,550 for the Hannah
Peretsman-Breene Foundation, and would
never have been so successful without
everyone’s generosity.

It feels good to have helped the Hannah
Peretsman-Breene Foundation, and I am
looking forward to continuing this tradi-
tion for several years to come!

Daniel Berke (age 14)
Westfield

Coronato Accuses Glover, Mullen
Of Not Supporting Rec. Programs

In her letter last week, Democratic
Township Council candidate Theresa
Mullen stated that she and her mayoral
running mate Kevin Glover are support-
ers of Scotch Plains recreation programs.

There are no reasons to doubt Ms.
Mullen’s support, since, at this point, she
has no record at all of either being sup-
portive or not.

While many in the recreation commu-
nity have been active in working with
township council members to enhance
our parks and athletic venues for the com-
munity, I do not recall Ms. Mullen being
at one meeting or public hearing to advo-
cate for our youth.

To claim, however, that Kevin Glover
is supportive of Scotch Plains recreation
is about as outrageous as any comment
made in this newspaper.

When he had the opportunity to be
supportive of the Southside Field, he at-
tempted to placate all sides and refused to
vote at all.

Additionally, in the very same news-
paper edition of Ms. Mullen’s letter, Mr.

Glover, once again, beats the proverbial
dead horse of the award-winning Scotch
Hills Miniature Golf Course.

He compares it to the “Bridge to No-
where,” and claims that our residents will
be saddled with financial debt for years to
come. Mr. Glover continues to ignore the
fact that this facility has not only become
extremely popular, but is bringing in rev-
enue that exceeds its cost of operation and
the yearly bond repayment cost for its
construction.

Also, let us not forget that Scotch Plains
Democratic Chairman Dick Samuel has
also been a vocal critic of these two recre-
ation programs and also publicly ridiculed
the good volunteers on our recreation com-
mission on at least two different occasions.

Ms. Mullen’s support of Scotch Plains
recreation is still to be determined. How-
ever, the actions of her running mate and
her party chairman clearly indicate where
their support (or lack thereof) has been.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
Scotch Plains

Malool and DePaola Optimistic About
Future of Downtown Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains mayoral candidate Nancy
Malool and council candidate Mary
DePaola commented this week on the cur-
rent and future state of the downtown.
“Our downtown has been in need of revi-
talization for quite some time. It is an area
that our residents point to when asked what
can be improved in Scotch Plains,” Ms.
Malool said. “That is why I was so pleased
when the Special Improvement District
(SID) ordinance was enacted in June.”

“During our door-to-door campaign,
people tell us they are looking forward to
the SID’s success because they want more
places to shop in downtown and because
they want to be loyal to local merchants,”
Ms. DePaola said.

A similar ordinance was considered in
2004, but was not enacted by the council.
Ms. Malool was the lone supporter for the
ordinance that year, which was defeated
by a 4-1 vote. Mayor Martin Marks and
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato, who
voted against the ordinance in 2004, noted
that not much had changed in the down-
town in the last four years, and they were
convinced that the time for the SID had
finally come.

Earlier this year, the SID ordinance
passed by a 3-1 vote with Ms. Malool
abstaining from the vote. She said she
abstained due to a perceived conflict of
interest due to her law office’s location in
the district.

 “Some people questioned whether I
had a conflict, but two attorneys deter-
mined that I did not. Nevertheless, I de-
cided to abstain from the vote because I
did not want to detract from the issue at
hand, which was getting the ordinance
enacted and getting the revitalization un-
derway,” Ms. Malool said.

As a result of the number of property
owners in the township opposed to the
ordinance in 2004, Ms. Malool said she
organized several meetings with inter-
ested parties this year. The council, in a
unanimous vote, retained an independent
attorney recommended by the New Jer-
sey League of Municipalities to address
residents’ questions about funding or le-
gal aspects of the ordinance.

“I attended the meetings and most
people were concerned about the cost,”
Ms. DePaola said. “Nancy listened to
their concerns and responded by recom-
mending a relatively modest assessment
of $400 per property for the first year.
Unfortunately, in spite of this compro-
mise, not everyone was in favor of the
ordinance.”

 “There has been opposition in most
municipalities prior to enacting a SID
ordinance, including in Cranford and
Westfield. But after these districts were
established, they became enormously
successful and the property and business
owners have been happy with the oppor-
tunities that a SID has provided,” Ms.
Malool responded.

“We need more variety to bring more
pedestrian traffic into town,” Ms. DePaola
said, “and a SID can make that possible.
We are excited at the prospect of seeing
our downtown flourish.”

Ms. Malool concluded by saying,
“More than 80 New Jersey communities
have seen their business districts thrive
once a SID is put in place. I am confident
that this SID will be no different, and will
set our downtown on the right course for
a brighter future.”

Nancy Mallool and Mary DePaola
Scotch Plains GOP Candidates
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Bd. Postpones Variances for
Medical Offices on Grove St.

By CAROLYN D. FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Adjustment met Monday night
to hear a request for variances by devel-
oper Ralph Rapuano, owner of
C.F.G.R., for his property at 214 East
Grove Street. Mr. Rapuano plans to
renovate the building, which has been
vacant for about one-and-a-half years.
Tourcon occupied the space prior, since
the 1970’s, and it did not update the
building during its tenure.

Mr. Rapuano told the board he
wanted variances for the basement,
second floor, outdoor lighting and park-
ing in order to “make the building more
usable and more attractive for the us-
age of medical offices.” He said the
building would house numerous psy-
chiatrists and plastic surgeons that are
currently residing in the Scotch Plains
and Westfield area, and are waiting for
the space to become available.

Mr. Rapuano said he has a verbal
agreement with the neighboring
Westfield Tennis Club, located at 225
East Grove Street, which allows him to
use some of its parking spaces. William
Hallows, a professional surveyor for
Mr. Rapuano, said that agreement
would allow for 44 new parking spaces
in the club’s lot. He said the agreement
with the tennis club states that Mr.
Rapuano would receive 40 of the spaces
and the club would keep four.

When the board decided to deliberate
on the parking variance, Mr. Rapuano’s
lawyer, Bruce Bergen of Krevsky, Silber
and Bergen in Westfield, pulled the re-
quest for a basement variance, which
would subsequently end a need for addi-
tional parking. The decision was made
to move the application forward in an-
ticipation that the board would reach a
verdict that night, and so Mr. Rapuano
could begin his scheduled renovations
of the building.

When the board decided they would
need to schedule another meeting to
give them time to deliberate and re-
ceive more information about the shared
parking proposal between Mr. Rapuano
and the tennis club, Mr. Rapuano re-
marked that at the next meeting he is,

“not sure if we might still ask for the
basement variance, or even schedule
another meeting. We might just reno-
vate the building as is.”

Board attorney Vincent Loughlin said
although the club and Mr. Rapuano
have a verbal agreement, it’s irrelevant
because the decision on parking is ulti-
mately up to the board. He said ordi-
nances for the tennis court parking
need to be considered before the space
is granted to Mr. Rapuano.

Board member William Drew agreed,
saying, “A formal site plan should be
submitted by the tennis court,” so the
board could consider what parking can
be allocated to which site. Also, the
board decided that it wanted its own
traffic expert to survey the site before a
decision on parking can be made.

“A lot of what we’re looking for, we
don’t have at this point,” said board
chairman William Heinbokel, who de-
cided, with agreement by the board, to
postpone current discussions until the
needed information has been gath-
ered, at which time a new meeting
date will be set.

As for the basement use, officials
said the current ordinance would allow
the building’s basement to be used as a
storage/mechanical space.

George Salieola, a previous em-
ployee of Tourcon for 34 years and
speaking in defense for Mr. Rapuano,
said the building’s basement was al-
ways used as offices, although it was
not allowed under the town ordinance.

Mr. Salieola said in the basement,
“We had a reference library, main con-
ference room, office space, plan room,
kitchen facility, an area where we stored
files, and cubicles.” Mr. Rapuano said
he only wanted to continue to use the
basement as it was previously used.

As for the site’s lighting, Mr. Hallows
said currently the site is using flood-
lights that are pointing down. He pro-
poses to move the lights three feet in
towards the premises and use shoebox
lights, hung from 12-foot poles, instead.
Mr. Hallows said this lighting would be
beneficial because the light would “shine
a little on neighborhood commercial
spots, (but) no residential areas.”

Screenings Available
For Blood Pressure

WESTFIELD – Overlook Hospi-
tal will offer free blood pressure
screenings on Wednesday, October
15, from noon to 2 p.m. and Tuesday,
October 21, from 10 a.m. to noon at
the Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield.

Overlook Hospital Community
Health Clinicians will provide partici-
pants with counseling and educational
materials. Registration is required for
this program. To register, individuals
are asked to call (800) 247-9580.

Woman’s Club Plans
Scholarship Luncheon
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club

of Westfield (WCW) is making prepa-
rations for its annual scholarship lun-
cheon.

It will take place this year on
Wednesday, October 22, at Baltusrol
Golf Club in Springfield. This is the
single fundraiser that WCW directs
toward its scholarship fund.

The club anticipates giving eight or
more scholarships this year to
Westfield High School seniors.

TUCKER ELECTED CHAIR OF
STATE BAR SECTION

WESTFIELD — Town resident,
H. Glenn Tucker, a partner of the
Newark-based law firm, Greenberg
Dauber Epstein & Tucker, has been
elected Chair of the Business Law
Section of The New Jersey State Bar
Association. He previously served
as the Vice Chair of the Legislative
Committee and as Secre-
tary of his Section. The
Section’s purpose is to
further the development
of business law in an ef-
fort to improve the prac-
tice of in-house and out-
side business counsel. The
Section provides regular
informational and educa-
tional programs and pub-
lications concerning de-
velopments in New Jer-
sey and Federal law regulations af-
fecting all New Jersey profit and
non-profit business organizations.

Mr. Tucker is chairman of his law
firm’s Corporate Department.  He rep-
resents businesses in a role of outside
legal counsel with a focus on the ac-
quisition or sale of businesses. His
experience ranges from the formation
and development of start-up ventures,
to intra company transactions for fam-
ily-held businesses, to representation
of institutional clients in sophisticated

commercial transactions.
Mr. Tucker is a founding Director

and Vice President of The Inn of
Transactional Counsel (Morris &
Essex Counties). He has been in-
vited to lecture on corporate law
topics by the Institute for Continu-
ing Legal Education, the Metropoli-

tan Corporate Counsel
Association, and the Gen-
eral Council of the New
Jersey State Bar Associa-
tion. He is an Adjunct Pro-
fessor of Law at Seton
Hall University School of
Law, where he teaches
the transactional law
skills course. He was re-
cently selected by the
New Jersey Supreme
Court to serve on the

newly formed Ad Hoc Committee
on Continuing Legal Education.

Mr. Tucker has been selected by
his peers to be included in The Best
Lawyers in America in the category
of Corporate/M&A and on the list
of the Top 100 New Jersey Super
Lawyers.

Mr. Tucker graduated from Duke
University in 1977. He graduated
from Duke University Law School
in 1980.

Paid Bulletin

Glenn Tucker

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Home renovations and

handyman service.

Kitchens, baths,

basements, additions

and more.

Ed & the Boys

973-819-5720

For honest, reliable and
quality work call:

MASONRY

REPAIRS
Fireplaces • Chimneys

Porches • Steps

Fast Reliable Service

732-752-4242

40 Years Experience

Licensed & Insured • All credit cards

Marigliano

Cell: 732-421-0033

Contractor, LLC

Ceramic Tile
and Marble

JOHN DeNICOLA JR.

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling • Ceramic Tile

Owner Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

908-232-7383

Long Lasting Quality Work

CARPENTER

GENERAL
CONTRACTOR

Additions & Renovations

NJ Lic. # 13VH03815200

732-381-3463

98% Dust Free

KITCHEN CABINET
RESTORATION

Repairs & Installations

732-790-0939

No Mess Left Behind
Licensed & Insured

Harmony Wood Renewal LLC

WOOD FLOOR
REFINISHING

General Contractor
& Residential Builder


