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Cardinals Click on Offense;
Down Raider Gridders, 28-6
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Blue Devil Gymnasts Capture
Third Straight Cougar Crown
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Last Few Homes Left With $50,000 in FREE Options!

Spectacular Single-Family Homes 
Adjacent to Brightwood Park 

NOW – Priced from the mid $500s! 

Come see why so many discerning buyers have chosen the 55+ luxury single-family 
home community that’s close to everything! Heather Glen – Surrounded by the best 
of Westfi eld and Scotch Plains, with a short  commute by train to Manhattan. 

Pricing, offer and availability subject to change without notice. See Sales Manager for details.

From Garden State Parkway: Exit 135 for Westfi eld. Bear left at ramp, follow circle 
onto Central Avenue. Left onto North Avenue. First right onto Elm Street. Cross Broad 
Street. Left at Dudley, fi rst right onto Prospect Ave. Pass Brightwood Park, fi rst left 
onto Madison Avenue, to end. Left into Heather Glen.

From The West: US 22 East (toward Echo Lake). Turn right onto Lawrence Avenue. 
Make 1st right onto Barchester Way. Turn right onto Oak Tree Pass. Turn right onto 
Prospect Street. Turn left onto Madison Ave. Turn left into Heather Glen.

FINAL 
OPPORTUNITY!

HEATHERGLENWL.COM  908-301-9200

a fantastic all-around meet. We scored
102.675, which is the highest score
that we have had in the past four years.
My personal coaching record is 102.75,
so we are hoping to crack that this
year. We have health on our side. For
the first year in a long time, we don’t
have any to report. This group of jun-
iors I have, this is their third year
competing and everybody is getting
more sure of themselves,” she said
prior to the Cougar Invitational.

Coach Cerchio did have a bit of a
concern however. “It is very important
to stick your beam routine because
one fall could be half a point. But we
have excelled the most this year in
beam, which has actually become a
strong event for us. So, we are hoping
to continue our success on the beam.”

When all the growling was done at
the Cougar Invitational, Rodrigues
came away with her third all-around
title with a total of 36.2. Last year,
Rodrigues broke the meet record of
36.875 set by Cranford’s Bridget
Murphy in 2003 with a 36.925 total.

Johnson’s Brie Fernandi placed sec-
ond with a total of 35.925 and Cougars
Meg Walch and Jen Buontempo placed
3-4 with respective totals of 35.5 and
35.35. Cummings, who took third last
year with an all-around total of 35.475,
placed fifth with a 34.55 and Ellen
McDermott (Union Catholic) placed
sixth at 34.35.

Using a double flyaway dismount,
Rodrigues took top honors on the un-
even bars. She also placed fourth in the
vault at 9.35 and second on the balance
beam with a 9.275 behind teammate
Tina Chabrier, who tied the meet record
with a 9.425, featuring a back tuck on
the beam and a back tuck dismount.

Chabrier also took top honors in the
floor exercise with a 9.15.

Cummings’ hard work on the vault
paid off as she broke the meet record
with a 9.6, performing a front-front
maneuver. She also took third on the
unevens, featuring her front tuck dis-
mount, with an 8.85 and tied team-
mate Kelly Bohlinger for fifth on the
floor exercise with an 8.9. Bohlinger
also placed sixth in the vault at 9.1.
Kelsey Greenfield placed fourth on
the unevens with an 8.6 and Bohlinger
took sixth in the vault with a 9.1. Gina
Pelosi was the only Raider to place in
the top six by placing third in the
vault with a 9.4.

Westfield will host the Union County
Tournament on Friday, October 17.

recovery on the 40-yard line. From
there, Johnson mixed three plays and
completed a 35-yard pass to a wide-
open Josue Reyes, who then slanted
up field and outran his defenders.
Tyray Forte executed the two-point
conversion, putting the Cardinals on
top, 8-0. Next, the Raiders offensive
unit sputtered to just five yards.

In the second quarter, the Cardi-
nals, using a no-huddle offense sprung
Knox, behind a flock of blockers,
took advantage of a cutback lane and
took off on a 40-yard TD. The two-
point conversion was good, upping
the lead to 16-0. Later in the quarter,
the Cardinals extended the lead on a
nine-play, 69-yard drive, capped by
Johnson’s 18-yard TD pass to Rashon
Roach. The PAT failed, however
Plainfield strolled to the sidelines with
a 22-0 halftime lead.

In the third quarter, the Raiders did
manage to put their offense into high
gear when Binkiewicz marched his
troops to the Cardinal 33-yard line.
From there, behind some good block-
ing and several fine runs by Taylor
and Green, the Raiders found pay dirt
when Taylor dashed eight-yards into
the end zone to cut the margin at 22-
6. The Cardinals capped the scoring
in the fourth quarter with a three-yard
run by Simms.

“Defensively, it starts with our line.
Without the blocking, we cannot do

anything and lately that has been in-
consistent. We have to improve on
our open field tackling and our sec-
ondary unit needs work as far as their
assignments,” coach Ciccotelli said.

Commenting on the poor passing
game, he added, “It’s frustrating! You
have to be able to catch the ball first,
then run. I think sometimes maybe
the receivers are thinking a little too
much. As a whole, I think we need to
come together as a team. Right now
we’re playing as individuals and once
we do that better things will come.”
Plainfield   8 14   0   6 28
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0   0   6   0 6

Devil V’ballers Look
For Strong UC Tourney

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Victory came the easy way as the
Elizabeth Minutemen girls’ volley-
ball team decided to avoid the match-
up with the Westfield High Blue Dev-
ils on October 3.

All was not lost, however, as Blue
Devil Head coach Beverly Torok and
her junior varsity coach engaged in a
tough workout, while tuning up both
their offensive and defensive skills in
an inter-squad game.

“It’s a new beginning for some of
them. They are learning our system,
so besides having a slow early start,

we’re focusing on the end results.
We’re improving every day. Our
passes are improving, our service
placement is improving and we’re
starting to play better as a team. We’re
covering positions better and cover-
ing the floor. We’re getting there,”
said coach Torok.

Speaking of the challenges that lie
ahead, including the upcoming Union
County Tournament, she said, “Hon-
estly, I don’t know what is happening
in the county. I have been focusing on
us, not looking at the standings. We
will not know until we go to the
seeding meeting.”

After an intense scrimmage, senior
co-captain Jennifer Dilzell said, “This
is a team that has come along way
since we started in pre-season. Defi-
nitely a rebuilding year for us but I
believe we are going to do a lot of
great things as this season progresses.
As to our season’s progress, I believe
our strongest offensive attack comes
by our outside hitters, Katherine
Payne and Jessica Thompson. So the
game plan is that we try to get the ball
to where our strongest hitters are;
however, sometimes you get good
points just by tipping the ball over the
net or executing trickier kills.”

Blue Devil senior co-captain Kim-
berly Townsend added, “Our defense
is big! Our best attack gets started
with a good pass and a good back row,
and that’s what we’re striving for
mostly. Watch out! The Blue Devils
always have been a source to reckon
with.”

Devil Net Girls Top
Kent Place, 4-1

Blue Devil freshman Marilyn
Kowalski won a thrilling three-set
match to take revenge on Amanda
Kusnierz, who had defeated her in
the Union County Tournament third
singles championship match, as the
8-1 Westfield High School girls
tennis team defeated Kent Place, 4-
1, in Westfield on October 6.
Kowalski lost the first set, 6-3, but
rebounded to win the next set, 7-6
(7-5), and the third set, 6-2.

Tara Criscuolo won in a tough
three-set match over Alexandra
Brierley at first singles, 2-6, 6-2, 6-
2. Deborah Wu defeated Genna
DeRose, 6-4, 6-1 at second singles.
At first doubles, Samantha Borr
and Morgan Murphy defeated Erin
McDonnell and Nellie Lindecloe,
6-1, 6-2, but Blue Devils Melissa
Morowski and Amanda Simmons
were stunned at second doubles by
Alex Alpaugh and Courtney
Alpaugh, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
REACHING…Ellen McDermott of
Union Catholic does a back handspring
on the beam.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING THE SOLE TOUCHDOWN…Raider halfback Anthony Taylor, No. 2, carried 14 times for 73 yards and had
an eight-yard touchdown run against the Cardinals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DISPLAYING GOOD BALANCE…Raider Jessica Colineri practices a hand-
stand on the beam as teammate Gina Pelosi looks on.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THIRTY GREAT YEARS…Joe Chemidlin, left, founder of the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League, receives a plaque from Commissioner Dom
Lawrence during the 30th anniversary dinner at Pantagis on October 4.


