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> Fast service—seen within approximately 15 minutes of arrival

> Board-certified physicians

> Specially trained certified emergency nurses (CEN) 

> Providing quality emergency care for over 100 years

> Open 24/7 

> Radiology and Lab Services on-site 

> We accept most insurance

For a referral to an Atlantic Health physician call 866-262-9897.
For more information visit atlantichealth.org.

A New Emergency
Department in Union.

OverlookHospital – 1000 Galloping Hill Road, Union.

LONGTIME TIES...Michigan resident Brad Babbitt shows his children, Clara,
Sophia and Victor, the grave of their great-great-great-grandfather Ezra Miller
at the Westfield Revolutionary Cemetery.

Westfield Historical Society Unravels
Michigan Family Ancestry Ties

Garwood GOP Candidates Hak and
Quattrocchi Seek Spending Control

The United States Senate has approved
a plan attempting to remedy what has
gone wrong with our financial system.
Congress is expected to take action and
then hopefully this ill economy will re-
bound, getting on a path to true wellness
and prosperity once again. However, at
the end of the day, whatever plan the
federal folks come up with will surely be
a calculated risk because no one really
knows what will work.

What all of us have to remember is that
what happens on Wall Street impacts
each and every one of us, even if we do
not own stock. Anyone who has any kind
of investment – including their pension
fund or mortgage or trying to purchase
their first home or says ‘charge it’ at
Target – has a big stake in the outcome.

Our state, county and municipal offi-
cials are looking on from the sidelines
with baited breath. Though they antici-
pated a reduction in revenue this budget
cycle, they were dealing with the situa-
tion. In most cases, they creatively scraped
the bottom of the barrel for loose change.
But if things don’t work out, the future
could be bleak; especially if the state were

to revamp its budget, if unemployment
continues to rise, if residents cannot pay
their taxes and home foreclosures increase
because the average guy, through no fault
of his own, no longer has enough income
to keep the roof over his head.

These events would create a further
drop in revenues, and the town/county/
state would have to cut services more.
They would have to use the money they
collect to cover debt service to keep a
good bond rating for future expenditures.
Everything hinges on everything else like
a house of cards. If one component fails,
the rest follows and government is not
exempt.

Just this week, the state announced that
it was seeking help in funding its parks
programs by requesting that county gov-
ernments chip in to help cover costs. It is
unknown what other steps the state would
take to garner additional funds for other
departments.

Considering that Union County already
has the ninth-highest taxes in the country,
one has to shudder at the possibility that
the county could look to steeply increase
property taxes to recoup anything addi-
tional that they may be expected to send
to Trenton. Union County Finance Direc-
tor Larry Caroselli was quoted in The
Star-Ledger, October 1, as saying,
“Thankfully, we issued bonds in Febru-
ary when market conditions were stron-
ger.” He went on to explain that if the
county needed cash now, it would be
really biting its nails because, remember,
bonds are, simply explained, actually
loans. So how does Mr. Caroselli explain
that on September 25, the Freeholders
introduced a bond ordinance in an amount
of $33.4 million with the adoption set for
October 9? They don’t appear to be think-
ing of the little guy down at the municipal
level struggling to keep his home or job.
They just keep spending.

The Garwood Council GOP candidate
team of Timothy Hak and Patricia
Quattrocchi believes that governing bodies
on all levels need to reevaluate how they are
spending our tax dollars. Unnecessary wish-
list purchases may have to be put on the
back burner until there is a major recovery
in the financial markets. We believe that
more of our residents’ money needs to stay
in our town so the borough can provide
necessary services without having to rely
on the state for aid. We believe that our
council must advocate for the residents to
ensure that more of “Your Buck Stays
Here”; and, if elected, we will.

Timothy Hak
Patricia Quattrocchi

Garwood GOP Candidates

The name Westfield sounded vaguely
familiar to Michigan resident Brad Bab-
bitt when his sister-in-law Susana
MacLean and her family moved to
Westfield a few years ago. Mr. Babbitt’s
great aunt was a member of Daughters of
the American Revolution and had re-
searched his family history, so he read her
old records to see whether any ancestors
lived in New Jersey.

To his amazement, he found that not
only was his great-grandfather Mahlon
born in Westfield, but he had many ances-
tors from Westfield and Elizabethtown.
Mr. Babbitt immediately searched the
Internet, found the westfieldnjhistory.com
website, and almost fell out of his chair
when he found a photo of his great-great-
great-grandfather Ezra’s gravestone, lo-
cated 600 miles away at Westfield’s Revo-
lutionary Cemetery.

Prior to visiting Westfield a few months
ago, Mr. Babbitt contacted Westfield resi-
dent Bob Miller, who sets up visits to the
Westfield Historical and Genealogical
Societies. Mr. Babbitt met several mem-
bers of the Historical Society at their
archives. The members, including long-

time historian Ralph Jones, were amazed
at how many names in Mr. Babbitt’s
ancestry were among the founders of
Westfield: Miller, Pierson, Ogden, Baker,
Woodruff, and they included Revolution-
ary War veterans.

Pat Dazzo, office manager, exclaimed,
“You’re Westfield royalty!”

The archive was a treasure trove. Mr.
Babbitt had exciting news when he came
back to his sister-in-law’s house with a
stack of photocopies. By an amazing co-
incidence, Ms. MacLean’s house sits on
the same land owned by his great-great-
great-great-great grandfather William
Pierson back in 1770. Ms. MacLean lo-
cated the old deed to the house, which
confirmed what the maps from the ar-
chives showed. The coincidence is more
astonishing in that Mr. Babbitt’s wife’s
parents both immigrated from Bolivia.

Mr. Babbitt’s ties with Westfield got
even stronger. Patricia MacLean, sister to
both Mr. Babbitt’s wife and Susana, mar-
ried Arjun Nautiyal on September 28 in a
ceremony conducted in Susana’s back
yard, on the same ground his ancestors
farmed more than 200 years ago.

Letters to the Editor

Thinking
about
locking in
your heating
oil price?

Talk to
Petro first.

At Petro you’re priority #1:

• Our oil price protection plan
requires no money upfront,
has no enrollment fees
and you can sign up at any time.

• Our SmartPay plan divides
your annual energy costs into easy
monthly payments, so there are
no more large, unexpected
payments in the winter
months.

With over 100 years of uninterrupted
service, we’ve never run out of oil
and always honor our commitments.

Call today!
866.891.1226
petro.com

Subject to credit approval and change without notice;
additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2008 Petro. P_08248

Freeholder Sullivan Responds to
‘Fixations’ in Letters to Editor

After reading the October 2 edition of
The Westfield Leader, it’s gratifying to
know that my lone letter struck a nerve
and would generate three responses. They
all seem to be fixated on electing free-
holders by district, or should I say chang-
ing the rules to somehow get a Republi-
can elected. Mr. Bury disputes my asser-
tion (as does Mr. Stryeski) that Republi-
cans have abandoned cities like Linden,
Plainfield and Elizabeth. The plain fact is
that Republicans never campaign or rarely
have candidates in those towns. I would
call that “abandoned.” Mr. Bury even
accuses us of buying those towns with
Open Space funds. If he did even a little
research, he would find out that the Free-
holder Board has spent tens of millions of
Trust Fund dollars in Scotch Plains, Sum-
mit and Clark, not exactly Democratic
strongholds. Mr. Stryeski says there
should be districting for my own “preser-
vation.” Nice to know he cares about my
political future, and Mrs. Renna contin-
ues to insult anyone who votes for a
Democrat on the county level. People
only make “informed choices” when they
vote her way.

I believe electing freeholders by dis-
trict would permanently consign Repub-
licans to minority status. I’m sure they
would try to carve out one district they
could win. If that were to happen, does
anyone think they would ever care about
the other districts? As I stated in my
previous letter, 18 of 21 counties elect
freeholders at large. In two of the three

counties that elect by district, all the free-
holders are Democrats. Seems that hav-
ing districts in those counties hasn’t al-
tered the result.

I know that as a freeholder I represent
all of Union County, not just a piece
carved out for my party. I’ve gotten votes
in every town, maybe even a few Repub-
licans. The at-large system worked for
both parties in the past. It hasn’t worked
very well for the Republican Party for a
while. That’s not reason enough to change
the rules now.

Dan Sullivan
Union County Freeholder

Stolen Campaign Signs
Violate Free Speech

It is a sad day in America when one’s
lawn sign endorsing the candidates of
your choice are stolen while you sleep.

Yes, citizens of America, our First
Amendment rights are being stifled by
members of the party that always cries
“free speech,” unless you disagree with
them.

As a conservative supporting the
McCain/Palin ticket, it would never oc-
cur to me to sneak around in the middle of
the night and steal Obama lawn signs.
Apparently, his supporters found it nec-
essary to violate my right to free speech
and my personal property. Our next-door
neighbors’ McCain/Palin lawn sign was
also stolen, indicating this act of theft was
nothing personal.

My husband and I have decided to
replace the stolen lawn signs, and we will
bring them in at night until the election is
over. Unbelievable – isn’t it?

Maria Carluccio
Westfield

‘Civility, Like Charity,
Begins at Home’

I read with interest Mrs. Malool’s cam-
paign literature that she intends to bring
civility to town government.

Yet, it was during last year’s recreation
commission budget review meeting when
Ms. Malool angrily threw a writing pad at
a resident who was attending and bade
him in an abrupt and angry tone to write
a letter to the editor regarding the conten-
tious proceedings. (Mayor [Martin] Marks
threw a pen at the same resident).

Yes, we do need civility in our town
government, but like charity, civility be-
gins at home.

Chris Thompson
Scotch Plains Dem Committeeman

To learn more about the
candidates seeking office
on November 4, see

goleader.com/08election


