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Family Gives Thanks
For Shelter From Rain

On October 1, my husband, my mother
and I decided to end the holiday of Rosh
Hashana with a pleasant walk through our
neighborhood. All went well until we had
almost reached Lincoln School. It started
to rain, a little at first, and we stopped
under a tree, but then it came down quite
hard – and we had no umbrellas.

Looking around for better shelter from
the rain, we decided to wait on an invit-
ing-looking porch. I want to express a
heartfelt thank you to the young woman
and her little daughter who were quite
startled to find strangers on their porch
but invited us inside.

We stayed on the porch until the rain let
up and then hurried home, grateful that
we had been able to stay out of the worst
of the downpour.

Renate Bieber
Westfield

Were the ‘Titans’ of Government
Too Callous, Self-Interested to Care?

Resident: SP Council Needs to Cut,
Freeze Non-Mandated Expense Items

Malool and DePaola Call Opponents
Refusal to Debate a Public ‘Disservice’

County GOP Freeholder Candidates
Make Call to ‘Save Our Small Towns’

In this important election year, we are
bombarded with information about our
Presidential, Vice Presidential and Con-
gressional candidates. In addition to the
numerous mailings we receive about all
of them, we are also captivated by their
televised debates. These debates serve as
opportunities to learn more about the can-
didates and enable us to compare them on
level playing fields.

It is equally important to be as well
informed about our local municipal can-
didates because, in many ways, the deci-
sions made by our local officials have
more of an impact on our daily lives.

As candidates for mayor and council-
woman of Scotch Plains, we believe that
the best voter is an informed voter. Resi-
dents of Scotch Plains have the right to
know where candidates stand on the is-
sues in this year’s election. That is why
we agreed to a candidate’s debate as soon
as it was announced in May.

We believe it is crucial that voters see
and hear the candidates discuss their points
of view. This is the best way to draw a
distinction between them. It shows voters
how candidates speak, how they conduct
themselves in a public forum and, most

importantly, what they believe to be in the
best interest of Scotch Plains. It provides
so much more than mailings, press re-
leases and letters to the editor, which can
be manipulative and misleading.

There have been numerous opportuni-
ties for both sides to showcase their tal-
ents, experience and ideas. We have all
been offered interviews by the local TV
station and the local papers. We have
welcomed and participated in all of them.

Since May 19, 2008, we have had a
debate scheduled to take place on October
23, 2008. We are looking forward to tak-
ing part in that forum. Our opponents
have indicated that they, once again, will
refuse to participate. We think this is a
disservice to the voters of Scotch Plains,
and encourage our residents to demand a
debate.

It behooves the candidates on both sides
to come forward and be heard by the
people. When you step into the public
arena – asking to be elected to serve for
the good of the community, it seems only
logical that your voters hear your voice
before they choose you to represent theirs.

Nancy Malool and Mary DePaola
Scotch Plains GOP Candidates

The chain of events that has brought us
to the current and unprecedented finan-
cial crisis is astounding in its simplicity.

It began with public policy that encour-
aged home ownership and led to greedy
lending. Banks lent huge sums of money
to many homebuyers with poor credit,
without job or income verification, and
often little money down. As risky as that
sounds, the banks’ plan was not to keep
the “sub-prime” loans but to quickly pack-
age these mortgages into securities (“mort-
gage-backed securities”) and sell them to
a worldwide market of willing buyers
who were seeking higher yields.

The securitization of mortgages has
provided enormous benefits to our
economy and citizens as the engine of
home ownership over the past three de-
cades and will continue to do so.

But this is a story about loose lending
and what happens when risk is passed
along to someone else further down the
financial food chain who thinks he under-
stands it well enough to buy it or insure it.

The banks and brokerage firms had it
all figured out: transfer all of the risk to
investors by selling these risky loans as
securities; the sale gets the bank back its
money (often borrowed) to repeat the
lending cycle, and in the process, every-
one earns fees, fees, fees.

Many unscrupulous mortgage brokers
and appraisers understood the game, too,
and that lenders might not be so careful
about every loan since the debt was des-
tined to be sold and become someone
else’s risk. It was quite a racket; in these
billions of dollars of loans, those initiat-
ing, evaluating, approving and extending
the mortgage had little or no financial risk
in the outcome.

In the case of the federal mortgage
agencies Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae,
the financial risks ignored were implicitly
owned by the American taxpayers, who
have now inherited a slew of new ones in
proposed bailout of our financial system.

Fueled by low interest rates, a decent
economy and declining loan standards,
home demand soared, and there was an
explosion of building, borrowing, buying
and price appreciation. Then the music
stopped, and everyone got a refresher
course as to why these phenomena are
called “cycles.”

As in any hot market, suppliers (build-
ers of new homes and discretionary sell-
ers) rushed in to take advantage of grow-
ing demand and higher prices, over time
causing supply to rise to excess and prices
to peak and drift lower. Around the same
time, interest rates had begun to rise in
response to other economic forces, and
many of the adjustable “teaser rates” that
were offered to sub-prime borrowers were
expiring and resetting at higher levels.

Thousands of sub-prime borrowers
were faced with two dilemmas: new pay-
ments that they could not afford and/or a
home that had begun to decline in value
and might soon be worth less than what
was owed.

It became the perfect storm, one that
ironically swallowed the whale – Wall
Street – and not the vast majority of sub-
prime minnows who are struggling but
holding on. Sub-prime borrowers were
only a fractional segment of the trillion-
dollar mortgage industry; however, it only
took a default rate of less than 10 percent
of sub-prime borrowers to trigger a world-
wide financial crisis that is remaking the
American financial system.

The plots and subplots of the current
crisis involve tales of fear, greed, ego,
intrigue, denial, failure and capitulation.
Another story for another day. The sad
fact remains that the entire house of cards
was built upon one simple premise: home
prices would never stop rising. Did the
titans of finance and government truly
believe that? Or were they too callous or
self-interested to care?

Sal Caruana
Westfield

I am writing with respect to your front-
page article in the September 18 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood [Times] issue entitled
“Scotch Plains’ Pension Payments To Rise
Nearly 15 Percent.” The article detailed that
Scotch Plains’ contribution to the state po-
lice and fire retirement system will increase
by 9.75 percent in 2009, and its contribution
to the state public employee retirement sys-
tem will increase by 32 percent for 2009.
The total increase of $170,000 is nearly
twice the average for towns across the state.

At the township council’s conference
meeting Township Manager Michael
Capabianco said the $170,000 increase in
pension contributions on top of the ex-
pected $600,000 increase in fees to be
paid to the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority is “already technically putting
us in a hole of $770,000” for next year’s
budget.

Mayor Marks is quoted saying that
township residents should realize “that
we’re in a rather difficult situation” when
it comes to next year’s budget.

As a resident of Scotch Plains and
Union County for a number of years, two
things were clear to me from reading this
account of the council’s meeting. The
first is that the council is laying the ground-
work for another property tax increase for
2009. The other was that there was appar-
ently no discussion of reducing expenses
to make up for these increases.

I was reminded of last year’s budget

process, where a council member was
lauded for a proposal to cut $140,000 of
expenses out of a proposed budget of $20-
odd million, which was increasing over
the prior year. I believe the council adopted
the proposal. This of course means that
the increase in the budget was a tiny bit
smaller than it otherwise would have been,
not that any cuts in the budget year over
year were actually made.

All Scotch Plains residents know that
our real-estate taxes, once again, increased
last year.

I wonder whether the council discussed
cutting other expenses to offset these pen-
sion and sewerage increases? I suspect
not, since that would have been newswor-
thy and would have been reported.

Anyone who is moderately well in-
formed knows that state public employee,
fire and police pension contributions will
continue to be a significant financial drain
on municipalities going forward. Has the
council reviewed every department’s
share of the budget to determine whether
disproportionate amounts are being spent
and whether the expense is justified, given
the nature of the township and its history
of constant property tax increases?

The council needs to do that in a seri-
ous manner and start cutting, or at least
freezing, non-mandated expense items.

Richard Fortunato
Scotch Plains

The Republican candidates for Union
County Freeholder recently addressed the
press and public with their views. The can-
didates explained that part of the role of a
freeholder is to be an advocate for the
people they represent. Recently, they dis-
cussed the pressures small towns are under.

Freeholder candidate and Councilman
Mike Yakubov of Roselle Park said, “Gov-
ernor Corzine has declared war on small
towns in New Jersey. He does not like small
towns and doesn’t trust the local govern-
ments. He has repeatedly cut aid to smaller
towns, and quite a few larger ones as well.
His goal is to have the small towns merge
with their larger neighbors. This will create
more centralized control, and he argues for
more efficient government. The facts do not
support his argument.”

“We all disagree with the governor’s
arguments. The smaller towns in Union
County are run far more efficiently than the
larger towns. And taking the governor’s
argument to the next step, all towns are run
more efficiently than Union County and
large cities such as Newark,” said candidate
Joe Franchino.

The candidates cited statistics showing
that the effective tax rates of towns such as
Berkeley Heights, Mountainside, Westfield
and Summit are far less than that of large
urban centers. Candidate John Russitano
believes it is due to lack of responsiveness

by government. “The farther people are
removed from their government, the less
responsive government is to them. Union
County is a prime example. No one knows
who their freeholders are or what they do.
This system has allowed the current board
to raise spending and taxes every year. If
every town were forced to merge creating
larger towns, we would be faced with larger
bureaucracies everywhere. This will lead to
less responsive government.”

Mr. Yakubov said, “I have not heard any
members of the current freeholder board
protest the Governor’s aid cuts to small
towns, nor any protest to his goal of consoli-
dating small towns.”

All three candidates pledged to be a voice
for the people of Union County. All are
opposed to any forced consolidation of
towns.

Mike Yakubov, Joe Franchino, John
Russitano

Union County Republican candidates

Many in Our Communities Deserve
Thanks For Making a Difference

Whether in broadcast, print or online venues, the news
of the day generally revolves around political, business,
crime or celebrity-related stories. There exists a certain
degree of logic to this focus by the media, in that such
topics typically concern or attract a wider audience than,
say, the unsung hero or community volunteer.

While such news may most grab viewers’ or readers’
attention, we believe those responsible for creating and
maintaining the many positive aspects of our society are
equally deserving of a turn in the spotlight.

Just within our coverage area alone, there are a myriad
of examples of organizations, made up of dedicated
volunteers, which have enriched the cultural fabric of our
communities for generations. Although unable to list
them all in this space, we offer a sampling of these groups
and their contributions, to recognize them for their efforts
and hopefully inspire others to follow in their footsteps.

Among the ranks of those making a positive differ-
ence are the Garden Club of Westfield and the Rake and
Hoe Garden Club of Westfield. The Garden Club of
Westfield has participated in the cleanup of
Mindowaskin Park and filled town planters with flow-
ers. Rake and Hoe has initiated such projects as “Plant-
ing Sunshine,” through which it adopts sites like the
Westfield train station and fire station properties for
beautification. A nod also goes to the Friends of
Mindowaskin Park for its longtime efforts in preserv-
ing and enhancing this Westfield landmark.

Equally deserving of praise are the various organiza-
tions committed to keeping local history alive for present
and future residents, including maintaining the historic
Miller-Cory House Museum, Osborn Cannonball House
and Hetfield House as “portals” to the past, and presenting
programs that introduce audiences to the area’s rich
heritage.

Among these groups are the historical societies of
Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Cranford and other
area communities, the Mountainside Historic Preserva-
tion Committee, Sons of the American Revolution, Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution, Miller-Cory House
Museum Volunteers and the Genealogical Society of the
West Fields.

Certain members of our communities can literally make
the difference between life and death for their neighbors
and others. They are, of course, the members of each of our
local rescue squads. We also could not overlook such
organizations as CONTACT We Care, the Westfield-based,
24-hour hotline manned by volunteers who serve callers in
crisis. CONTACT also is a member of the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline. Another group, the Junior League of
Elizabeth-Plainfield, seeks to help families in crisis.

So many others also are worthy of recognition: Mobile
Meals, which prepares and delivers meals to the elderly
and disabled; the Westfield and Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Service Leagues, which operate thrift and consignment
shops that raise funds to put back into the community; the
men and women who give their time to scouting; hospital
and hospice volunteers and the Friends groups, whose
fundraisers help support local library services and activi-
ties. Additionally, organizations such as Rotary, the Lions
clubs and the Jaycees, to name just a few, continue to
positively impact our communities in a variety of ways.

While we were not able to list all such organizations by
name here, we want to laud and to thank each and every
one of them for their contributions. They are part of the
backbone of our communities and help us to see the best
about society, particularly in an age when cynicism, fear
and frustration often overshadow the good.

For a long list, see goleader.com/organizations.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Bettong – A nocturnal Australian

marsupial. Kangaroo rat
2. Rhigosis – The sensation of cold
3. Tergum – The back of an animal
4. Tertulia – A social gathering

BOTRYOID
1. Resembling a grape cluster in form
2. Shaped like a spindle; thick, tapering

at each end
3. A genus of fish closely related to the

perch, having an elongated body
4. In botany, furnished with branches

in pairs
OLF

1. A self-absorbed person
2. The bullfinch
3. A harem slave
4. A large vat to hold cloth for bleach-

ing
EROTEME

1. Not subject to corruption
2. Haughty; boastful
3. The question mark
4. Vast; unending

GALLIMAUFRY
1. Hash made of meat scraps; jumbled
2. Confused or puzzled state
3. The art of magic; legerdemain
4. Unruly, disorderly behavior

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Too Bad All Candidates Don’t
Participate in the Public Debates

With the intent of promoting good government and
voter awareness, every year, this newspaper sponsors
debates for municipal office candidates to be televised on
local TV. Also, videotaped interviews of candidates for
federal, state, county and municipal offices are placed on
our website, goleader.com. Written reports summarizing
each interview are published in the newspaper.

Under the debate format, questions with two-minute
responses are rotated between Republican and Demo-
cratic candidates, and time is allowed for one-minute
rebuttals. All candidates are provided three minutes for
closing statements. The candidates and the public are
requested to submit topics in advance (e-mail to
editor@goleader.com) to be covered during the debate.
With this input, the newspaper prepares the questions.

Fanwood Borough Council candidates will debate in
public on Monday, October 27, at 7 p.m. at Borough Hall
on North Martine Avenue. We thank the council candi-
dates, Democrats Joan Wheeler and Russell Huegel and
Republicans Robert Manduca and Mike Szuch, for their
cooperation and look forward to what they have to say at
the debate. The four candidates have participated in
videotaped interviews, which can be viewed at
goleader.com.

The Scotch Plains public and candidates (mayoral and
council) are invited to a debate at the municipal building
on Park Avenue at 8 p.m. on Thursday, October 23. The
Republican candidates, Councilwoman Nancy Malool,
the mayoral contender, and council candidate Mary

DePaolo, have accepted. However, there is a snag. The
Democrats are unwilling to participate. This would be the
second straight time with the two-year election cycle that
the Democrats have refused public debate. They did so in
2006. They have also stonewalled this year on videotaped
interviews. We believe this is unfortunate for Scotch
Plains, and we hope the Democrats change their minds.

We are arranging interviews with candidates for county
freeholders and Garwood council. The Republicans have
agreed. We are awaiting word from the Democrats. There
is no Westfield municipal election this year, and
Mountainside Republican candidates Keith Turner and
Paul Mirabelli are unopposed in their quest for reelection.

Congressional candidates for the Seventh District have
been very cooperative, and we thank them. This week,
you can view the Congressional candidate interviews on
the Internet with State Senator Leonard Lance and
Bridgewater Councilman Michael Hsing. Candidate Asw.
Linda Stender’s interview from yesterday will be posted
next week.

These candidates have worked in earnest to reach out to
you. Please spend some time listening to what they have
to say.

We want to hear from you on elections or any other
topic. We offer space each week for candidates to submit
issue-oriented press releases for publication. Please e-
mail by Monday morning to editor@goleader.com. The
pre-election issue on Thursday, October 30, will provide
summaries of all the races.

Mayor Mahr Refuses
To Be ‘Swift Boated’
In response to several Republican com-

ments made in the last issue of The Scotch
Plains Fanwood Times, I think it is im-
portant to separate the incorrect claims
and political rhetoric by those seeking to
mislead Fanwood voters, from the facts.

To characterize any budget as irrel-
evant, as the Republicans have done, is
ludicrous. The good men and women
sitting on council this year spent close to
six months reviewing “the irrelevant in-
troduced budget”. The municipal budget
as introduced is the basis of seeking prop-
erty tax relief and other state aid with the
understanding that it is a working docu-
ment, expected to decrease as review
progresses. Under my leadership,
Fanwood has received over $1 million in
property tax relief; the introduced budget
laid out the basis for our needs.

I take great exception to the claim that
I intentionally concealed or
mischaracterized the facts of this year’s
budget. Those individuals making the
claim did not attend any of the 20 public
hearings on the budget, including the
widely publicized community meeting at
Forest Road Park in July, attended by
over 200 Fanwood residents. For the first
time ever in the history of Fanwood, the
residents had a mayor who took a budget
to them, providing a detailed PowerPoint
presentation showing our fiscal challenges
and highlighting a revenue shortfall – the
most significant problem we faced.

To say I did not share that information
is nothing short of a lie and the worst of
partisan politics on a local level. I will not
be “swift boated” by the local Republi-
cans seeking office.

There has been and remains a deafen-
ing silence from the Republican candi-
dates on any alternative or suggestions on
how we could have approached this bud-
get crisis in a different manner.

As for the layoffs, which the local
Republican candidates stated was the
wrong thing to do, please understand that
while not one councilperson wanted to
lay off any personnel that serve our com-
munity, there was no alternative. Perma-
nently reducing the cost of running this
municipality is our goal. But again, dur-
ing this time, not one Republican candi-
date came forward with any suggestion
on how to reduce taxes through revenue
enhancements or appropriation reduc-
tions. Fanwood is a bipartisan council.
All voices are heard and listened to re-
gardless of party affiliations.

No one has greater frustration with the
rise in local property taxes than I. I know
that any tax increase is a cause for con-
cern. However, we reduced our intro-
duced budget by nearly $600,000 and
made tough decisions in tough times.
This is what we were elected to do. Never
before has a mayor and council been more
transparent with its residents, and I will
continue to talk to all of the good people
of Fanwood, in good times and bad.

Colleen Mahr
Fanwood Mayor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
senkean@njleg.org

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
asmbramnick@njleg.org
Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
asmmunoz@njleg.org

--LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

senscutari@njleg.org
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
asmgreen@njleg.org

Asw. Linda Stender (D)
aswstender@njleg.org

The Presidential Debates,
What We Didn’t Hear

Enough with this “Woe is me” attitude. America is
the greatest country the world has ever seen; and
Americans are kind, energetic, inventive and the
toughest humans ever to walk on this Earth.

We face harsh times, but we’re up to it. We’re ready
– just watch us go to work.

We’re going to fix our problems – not hope for
magic. We’re going to have health care for our
children with Strep Throat, medicine for our seniors
with high blood pressure but we’re not going to pay
for Viagra, sex changes or cosmetic plastic surgery.

We’re going to revitalize our industries, where
American workers have jobs and make candy with-
out poison, toothpaste without
anti-freeze and toys without
toxic lead. We’re going to re-
store and develop our energy
independence without the oil of
our enemies – and we’ll use our
knowledge to do it with the ut-
most of environmental care.

We’re going to put our crimi-
nals in jail whether they use a
gun, a laptop or a campaign slush
fund. Where Wall Street crimi-
nals have used the law to hide
their looting, we’re going to use
the law to hunt them down, in-
carcerate them and return the
money to the people. We’ll put
an end to indentured servitude
caused by usury.

We’re going to have leaders
the people can trust – and those

who can’t be trusted? — We’re going to throw them
out – or worse.

We’re going to be as fair as possible and prioritize.
We’ll take one thing at a time and fix it. We’ll rebuild
our society and finances with common sense — and
then continue adding to the well-being of our citi-
zens without self-destructing with the hypocrisy of
false promises.

We’re going to let the world know that we’re
Americans. Ask them to join us if they wish, or they
can go to bed with what’s left on the globe.

We didn’t hear any of this in the Presidential
debates – did you?


