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VOTE NOVEMBER 4...Scotch Plains Democrat candidates and volunteers greet
residents during Scotch Plains Day. Candidates, Kevin Glover for Mayor and
Theresa Mullen for council, expressed their view of a need for change in the town,
especially related to the increasing municipal taxes and debt over the past six
years. Campaign volunteers hand out red, white and blue balloons.

FW Man Re-Arrested As
Probe Finds More Victims

FANWOOD — Lee Marks, 55, a
Fanwood businessman, was re-arrested
at his home on Thursday, October 2, after
an investigation revealed eight new vic-
tims. Marks was charged with eight counts
of third-degree endangering the welfare
of a child.

On Friday, September 19, Marks was
arrested and charged with second-degree
sexual assault, third-degree aggravated
criminal sexual contact, third-degree en-
dangering the welfare of a child, and
multiple acts of lewdness, a disorderly
person’s offense. At the time, seven counts
were signed against Marks, Union County
Prosecutor Theodore J. Romankow said.

There are now a total of 12 victims, all
under the age of 16.

Prosecutor Romankow commended

Fanwood Police Department Lieutenant
Richard Trigo for his role in the investiga-
tion.

Marks was free on $150,000 bail from
the original charges, but yesterday Union
County Superior Court Judge John S,
Triarsi set a new bail totaling $320,000 —
$40,000 for each new victim. Marks was
also ordered to have no contact with the
victims.

The investigation is continuing. Any-
one with information related to this inves-
tigation is urged to contact Lt. Trigo of the
Fanwood Police Department at (908) 322-
5000, extension no. 117.

These criminal charges are mere accu-
sations. The defendants are presumed in-
nocent until proven guilty in a court of
law.

based ethanol produced from corn
stalk. Mr. Lance said he is opposed to
corn-based ethanol, which, he said,
uses more energy to produce and
which has caused corn prices in Third
World countries to increase. Mr.
Lance also favors reduced tariffs on
sugar-based ethanol and wants to ex-
amine the use of oil shale in Colo-
rado, Nevada and Utah.

Mr. Lance opposes oil drilling off
the New Jersey coast over concerns it
would negatively impact the state’s
tourism industry. The candidate also
supports a higher CAFE (Corporate
Average Fuel Economy) standard for
automobile vehicles, which, he said,
has been held up in Congress due to
opposition from the Michigan del-
egation. He said U.S. automakers must
make vehicles that are “environmen-
tally friendly.”

He said the nation needs “basic
manufacturing industry” not just ser-
vice-based companies, calling it “a
matter of national security.” Mr. Lance
said investments in alternative en-
ergy would also present “employ-
ment opportunities for the American
workforce.”

When asked for his thoughts on
Iraq and Afghanistan, Mr. Lance said
he believes American troops could
be withdrawn from Iraq by the end
of 2009. He points to the “success of
the surge” as the reason the United
States can “leave Iraq at an early
date.” The candidate said Iraq needs
to start paying for the United States
military presence by tapping into its
$80 billion in oil profits.

Mr. Lance said he would have “read
the national intelligence estimate
completely before voting yes or no”
on sending troops to Iraq at the outset
of the war, noting that too many mem-
bers of Congress instead relied on a
summary of the report.

“So I don’t know how I would have
voted,” he said, although he said he
was “no great fan of preemptive war.”

Mr. Lance said withdrawing in 2007
would not have been possible “be-
cause I think Iraq was in chaos.”

The candidate said more troops
would be necessary in Afghanistan.
He said the “center” of al-Qaeda,
terrorism, and the Taliban are in Af-
ghanistan and that Osama bin Laden
is hiding in the country or in neigh-
boring Pakistan.

Mr. Lance said he sees the Barack
Obama-John McCain Presidential
race as close in New Jersey, although
he said Mr. Obama currently has the
lead in the state.

a desire to recycle, not just Fanwood
residents. In addition to the usual
recycling items, the center collects
clothing, CDs and DVDs, motor oil,
eyeglasses, hearing aids, household
batteries, car batteries, steel, wire
hangers, junk mail, cell phone batter-
ies, electronics and large plastics, “like
those kids picnic tables and toys,”
Mr. Ebersol said.

And for the things he cannot re-
cycle, Mr. Ebersol tries to find some-
one who will. “Home Depot will take
fluorescent light bulbs so you don’t
have to wait for county recycling
days,” he said. He also found Foam
Pack Industries in Springfield that
will take the foam packing that is
found in boxes containing items such
as televisions, computers and appli-
ances.

The Fanwood Recycling Center is
open 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Wednesdays
and Saturdays.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKE YOUR PICK…There was something for almost everyone at last Saturday’s
flea market in the parking lot next to the municipal building in Scotch Plains.

NELSON C. ESPELAND,
LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save up to 25%. Call me today.

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies to most major
coverages.Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate
Insurance Company.

Courtesy of Dick Samuel
THE BALLOONING CAMPAIGN...Scotch Plains Day provides an airy, light-
hearted feel of the political campaign for the mayor and council in Scotch Plains..

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MUNCHIN’ FUN...The animals and the kids share a good time last weekend at
Scotch Plains Day.

“self-sufficient” because walk-in pa-
tients would have “basic health insur-
ance.”

Discussing foreign affairs, such as
with Iraq and Afghanistan, Mr. Hsing
said the United States has “stayed in
Iraq long enough.”

“We should get our troops out…as
soon as possible without jeopardiz-
ing the stability in that region,” he
said. On Afghanistan, he advocates
for a “study and surge analysis with
stipulated goals and measurements”
before committing additional troops.

On alternative energy, the candidate
said he favors “building a new indus-
try based on renewable energy,” say-
ing it would solve the nation’s energy
problems while producing an industry
that would enable the United States to
“compete with other countries.” He
said development of alternative en-
ergy sources would help “sustain this
country for another 50 or 100 years.”

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Tuesday, September 30, Jerome T.
Pinckney, 19, of Edison was arrested
following an accident investigation
at Rahway Avenue and Cottage Place
on multiple warrants for contempt of
court.

The warrants were issued by
Plainfield, for $1,000; Watchung, for
$350; Piscataway, for $200; Eliza-
beth, for $120, and Fanwood, for $89.
He was turned over to the Plainfield
Police Department.

Thursday, October 2, Kevon
Beresford, 34, of Roselle was arrested
on a Mountainside contempt of court
warrant, with bail of $89, after a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Clover
Street and Summit Avenue. He was
released after posting bail.

Thursday, October 2, Joseph
Kabutu, 33, of Fords was arrested at
the Essex County jail on a Westfield
contempt of court warrant, with bail
of $3,460. He was committed to the
Union County jail on default of bail.

Thursday, October 2, Alfred Ott,
24, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with possession of drug para-
phernalia after a motor vehicle stop
in the area of Mountain Avenue and
Driftway. He was issued a summons
and released.

Scotch Plains
Friday, October 3, Matthew Boykin,

25, of Newark was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Saturday, October 4, a resident of
Willow Avenue reported that some-
one damaged her vehicle while it was
parked legally in front of her house.

Saturday, October 4, a resident of
William Street reported that her neigh-
bor came onto her lawn and made
remarks about her children and her
property.

 Saturday, October 4, Sandra
Viglianti, 44, of Clark was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. She was processed
and released.

Saturday, October 4, Carla Shefton,
24, of Newark was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. She was processed and
released.

Sunday, October 5, Dominick
Russo, 19, of Edison was arrested for
an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Sunday, October 5, Emanuel Mills,
44, of Edison was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle violation. He was processed
and released.

Sunday, October 5, a resident of
Seaward Place reported that some-
one attempted to enter his residence
through a rear window but fled when
an alarm went off.

Mountainside
Wednesday, October 1, a resident

of Friar Lane reported that someone
dented her vehicle while it was parked
in the street.

Thursday, October 2, a motorist
reported that while traveling on Route
22 East a large stone shattered the
rear window of her vehicle. Accord-
ing to police, the victim believes the
stone came from a wooded area along
the highway.

Sunday, October 5, a manager at a
Route 22 theater reported that two
individuals attempted to get refunds
from tickets they claimed to have
purchased that evening. According to
police, the tickets were purchased at
a different time and the refund was
denied. When the individuals were
questioned about where they received
the tickets from they fled the scene,
authorities said.

Monday, October 6, a resident of
Wood Valley Road reported that some-
one has been leaving flyers in front of

his father’s house with a picture of a
vampire on it and the words “vampire
of the early mid 90s” and “night
stalker.” According to police, the vic-
tim feels it could be an ex-friend
leaving the flyers at the house.

Fanwood
Saturday, September 27, a resident

in the 100 block of South Avenue
reported that someone made unau-
thorized purchases on her credit card
in the amount of $1,175. Police said
the incident is under investigation.

Wednesday, October 1, Izabel D.
Marques, 41, of Garwood was ar-
rested for an outstanding Plainfield
warrant after a motor vehicle stop in
the 400 block of South Avenue. She
was processed and released.

Saturday, October 4, Walter L.
Hunter, Jr., 38, was arrested on an
outstanding Plainfield warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
According to police, he was processed
and released.

Saturday, October 4, Michael J.
Belmonte, 47, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with shoplifting
from a store in the 100 block of South
Avenue. According to police, he was
also charged with an outstanding
Piscataway warrant. He was trans-
ported to the Union County jail for
failure to make bail set at $500.

Saturday, October 4, a resident in
the 50 block of Glenwood Road re-
ported that someone opened a credit
card in her name and made $1,386 in
unauthorized purchases at a Westfield
department store. According to po-
lice, an investigation revealed that
several additional credit cards were
opened in her name as well. Police
are investigating the report.

Sunday, October 5, Robert M.
Gittleman, 56, of Clark was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI) after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Martine Avenue. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Tuesday, October 7, Christopher
A. Gines, 31, of Fanwood was ar-
rested on an outstanding Dunellen
warrant after a motor vehicle stop in
the 50 block of Second Street. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed
and released.

meeting recently with officials from
neighboring towns to receive an up-
date of the status of the soon-to-be-
shut facility. A brochure containing
details of the shuttle services will
soon be available at the municipal
building and a link on the township
website will connect users to
Muhlenberg’s website, where similar
information will be available.

In addition, a transportation hotline
—(866) 479-4848 — also provides
information about transportation op-
tions to and from the hospital.

At its regular meeting next week,
the council is expected to approve a
resolution authorizing the township
to become a member of
propertyroom.com, a website similar
to eBay that will allow surplus town-
ship items, confiscated and unclaimed
property, including abandoned ve-
hicles, to be auctioned.
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SP Council

who constantly have alarms going off
and don’t do anything about it,” Coun-
cilwoman Katherine Mitchell said.

Councilman Bruce Walsh asked for
a review to determine the fines charged
by other nearby towns before an ordi-
nance is formally drafted.

Mr. Estis also suggested that the
governing body get “feedback” from
the police department on the pro-
posed ordinance.

In other business, the council dis-
cussed plans to move forward with
the Helen Street reconstruction
project.

“That project was delayed [last
year] due to budget conditions,” Bor-
ough Engineer Joseph Pryor said.

Mr. Pryor said the borough has
secured an “extension” from the state
in order to finance the project with an
$188,000 grant, but he added that a
contract must be awarded by mid-
January 2009.

Since residents previously “had
some objections” to elements of the
project involving sidewalks and re-
taining walls, Mr. Pryor said the bor-
ough plans to “take the sidewalks out
[of the project] and move ahead; that’s
the path of least resistance.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council
The council also discussed an on-

going project by Elizabethtown Gas
along South Avenue from Hetfield
Avenue to the other end of town.

Council President Joan Wheeler,
presiding over the meeting in the ab-
sence of Mayor Colleen Mahr, lives
on South Avenue and said she and
other residents received notices from
the gas company about the project.

Mrs. Wheeler said it would take
several weeks to replace the gas line,
during which time the company is
paying for Fanwood police officers to
provide traffic safety.

In addition, Mrs. Wheeler said
Elizabethtown Gas videotaped and
photographed the area before the
project began and has agreed to “re-
pair all property that is disturbed,”
including paved or grassy areas.

Councilwoman Mitchell also re-
ported that the borough is working on
revised personnel policies and mu-
nicipal employee manuals.

“We would like to put this in place
by the first of the year,” the council-
woman said, explaining that the revi-
sions pertain to everything from em-
ployee conduct to no-smoking poli-
cies.

Mr. Estis added that the old poli-
cies and manuals “dated back about
15 years,” during which time “laws
have changed considerably.”

During the meeting’s public com-
ment portion, resident Tom Tzerefos
asked questions about his tax bill,
pointing to an increase of about $500
in local school taxes.

“I would refer you to the next board
of education meeting, since the board
of education is responsible for that
[portion of the tax bill],” responded
Councilwoman Wheeler.

Mountainside Council
Discusses Economy Impacts

By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The borough
council conducted its monthly planning
meeting Tuesday evening with much of
the discussion behind closed doors in
executive session. The 20-minute public
portion of the meeting involved com-
ments about the state of the stock market,
the impact on retirement plans and budget
challenges to be confronted next year.

Council members discussed a Con-
gressional budget report saying that re-
tirement plans have lost an estimated $2
trillion dollars in value over the last 15
months. Mayor Robert Viglianti cited the
pension losses as evidence of how the
market turmoil is affecting the average
citizen. Council members talked about
401K plans, college tuition expenses and
failed financial institutions.

The council approved the agenda for
the upcoming public meeting on October
21, assigned duties for the meeting and
unanimously approved all items dis-
cussed.

The council elaborated on hiring a new
assistant recreation director at a salary of
$37,000. The individual has been on the
job for over a week. The hiring will be
formally approved at the next public meet-
ing, absent any unanticipated opposition.

Discussing the loss of another em-
ployee, Mayor Viglianti said, “these are
engagements and not marriages,” and that
it is to be expected that young individuals
use these positions as a “stepping stone”
to future endeavors.

The council indicated that personnel
decisions are likely to come under in-
creased scrutiny during the next budget
cycle. Mountainside and other smaller
municipalities can expect a dip in tax
revenues due to the effect of expected job
losses and the housing crisis.

With a municipal work force of over 70
full- and part-time employees,
Mountainside benefits from having a vol-
unteer fire department. The highest paid
public employee of Mountainside is Tax
Assessor Eldo Magnani, who collects a
salary of $17,048 from Mountainside and
$125,000 in sum from five municipalities,
including Colts Neck, Milltown, Holmdel,
Monmouth and Atlantic Highlands.

Mayor Viglianti mentioned he has be-
gun looking at the borough’s debt burden
with Chief Financial Officer Jill Good.
Some of the borough’s debt will mature
over the next few years and the mayor has
initiated discussions on financing options.

The mayor praised the council saying,
“You guys have gotten a lot done in the
last few years.” Clearly, the next year
will be a challenge to all municipalities,
and Mountainside is no exception. He
indicated his confidence in the council to
react to economic conditions and in the
borough’s tradition of volunteerism and
community involvement.

In keeping with that spirit, Mr. Viglianti
announced that the 15th annual
Mountainside Clean Community Day
would take place on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 15, when residents of all ages would
lend a hand in cleaning up public spaces.

Public Works Director Ronald Romak
said that residents interested in volun-
teering could contact borough employee
Pat Gilstrap for details. He said the bor-
ough would supply gloves, supplies and
a pizza lunch to those helping out. He said
the cleanup has been a popular event for
Boy Scouts and youth groups in the past,
but that all are welcome and encouraged
to pitch in.

The council moved into executive ses-
sion. The next public meeting of the
council will take place on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 21, at 8 p.m.
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Hearings for Cell Tower
Nearing End in Cranford

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The 120-foot cell
tower application drawing strong opposi-
tion from Westfield and Cranford resi-
dents is nearing its end.

Attorney John Schmidt, representing the
Westfield and Cranford residents opposed
to the cell tower, questioned his last wit-
nesses at Monday night’s Cranford Zoning
Board of Adjustment hearing for the appli-
cation of SMSA Limited Partnership, com-
posed of Verizon, AT&T and T-Mobile, for
a cell phone monopole and equipment shel-
ter at the location of the Cranford Swim
Club on County Park Drive.

Mr. Schmidt’s radio frequency engineer
expert Ronald Graiff was recalled to the
stand for Gregory Meese, the applicant’s
attorney, to cross-examine.

Mr. Meese questioned him about the
drive test data, which measures wireless
signal performance that Glenn Pierson, the
applicant’s radio frequency expert, sup-
plied to Mr. Schmidt at an earlier meeting.
“I have seen no drive tests in testimony,”
Mr. Graiff responded. “I saw calculated
coverage.”

Mr. Graiff said that “the stack of paper”
given in response to Mr. Schmidt’s request
for the data had no meaning because “the
algorithm used to analyze it was not pre-
sented.”

Mr. Meese responded by asking, “You
made no effort to make a request of this data
in another form?”

“When someone asks for drive test data
it is provided in a map with overlays,” Mr.
Graiff said, noting in his experience in cell
phone tower cases this form of the informa-
tion is provided.

“I thought, quite frankly, it was a smart
expletive way to get Mr. Schmidt the data,”
he said.

Mr. Meese presented new data to the
board that showed the capacity of calls
made during legal holidays. “He doesn’t list
the holidays he (Mr. Graiff) testified to [at
the last meeting],” objected Mr. Schmidt,
noting Mother’s Day as an example.

Then Mr. Meese brought up the topic of
cell site placement. Mr. Graiff said cell
carriers “typically place it (the tower) in the
search ring.”

“It is not in the search ring,” he said,
regarding the proposed site placement of
the monopole.

A search ring is a hole identified through
analysis of drive test data that shows the
area to place the tower to achieve the service

results desired.
Mr. Graiff also said a carrier could place

antennae on two 50- or 60-foot buildings to
“get the coverage they needed,” though he
said it is not ideal. He said there were
building sites to the south and the east that
were suitable. Mr. Meese said Mr. Pierson
testified to the need to go further north to
achieve the desired coverage.

Mr. Graiff also said, “There is no fact that
states the antennae has to be above the tree
line to propagate.”

He also said that because of “confusing
testimony” that he could not say there was
a gap in coverage.

After Mr. Meese’s cross-examination,
board member alternate Ronald Marotta
said to Mr. Meese about not receiving a test
data map, “This has been going on a long
time. Something like that (drive test map)
would have helped move this forward.”

Mr. Schmidt also called upon Thomas
Kachelreiss, his real estate appraiser expert.
He said he reviewed the Springfield cell
tower site referred to by the applicants’
appraiser as a comparable location to that in
Cranford. He called the area an “industrial
park.” He said since it is zoned for industrial
use, for some time, that the home values
there are already diminished and so an
appraiser cannot use it in a paired sales
analysis in this case. Mr. Meese’s real estate
appraiser used this analysis for testimony.

He also said he could not find a cell tower
“solely in a residential area.” He said the
applicant only mentioned school zones. Mr.
Meese then said that some of these school
locations surround residential areas.

Mr. Meese asked about the tower in
Mendham, which he said “is a three-acre
residential zone in a residential property.”

“There haven’t been any sales in 2,000
feet of that property,” Mr. Kachelreiss re-
sponded as to why he did not do an analysis.

Mr. Kachelreiss also said the homes in
Springfield in the area of the tower are larger
in size than those in the Westfield/Cranford
area in question, but the values of the homes
in Westfield and Cranford are higher. He also
said the quality and maintenance were not
equal, inferring that Westfield and Cranford
are of higher caliber.

Cranford resident Marjorie Meise asked
Mr. Kachelreiss if the homes in Westfield
and Cranford, in the vicinity of the tower,
would decrease in value and he said “yes.”

Then Mr. Schmidt called his final wit-
ness, Michael Shuvart, a resident of Manatoa
Circle in Westfield. The next meeting is set
for Monday, November 24.


