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Among some of his other instantly
recognizable classics are, “A Man
Without Love,” “After the Lovin’,”
“Am I That Easy To Forget” and
“There Goes My Everything.”

At 72, the smooth-voiced singer is
touring across the country and Canada
over the next five months without a
break before he picks it up again in
June. When asked how he manages to
keep up the pace and stay healthy for
the grueling schedule, he confessed
that it is easier now that he has lost 33

Havens Fills Crossroads
With Sounds of Love, Music

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — Late last month,
on a Sunday night, Crossroads of
Garwood was graced by the presence
of folk legend Richie Havens, who
performed to a crowd that gave him
enough love to make him float to the
moon.

Havens was at the Crossroads (which
he called his “second home”) to pro-
mote his new album, “Nobody Left to
Crown,” a work that Havens himself
said dwells on “questions within our-
selves that need to be answered.”

Havens also discussed how some
of those questions are for the youth of
the country, and how those questions
relate to the political process.

“There’s really a bum rap with vot-
ing,” Havens said, speaking in a warm,
sage-like voice that instantly draws
in everyone around him. “Nobody
wants to vote, because they don’t
want to be associated with a party.”

“But now, the youth are really work-
ing to get things done because they’ve
realized that they can and that they
have to. It’s happened for both of the
candidates, and it’s because the youth
are united in making changes,” Ha-
vens continued. “Now they can actu-
ally point and show people the lies.”

Much of this sentiment comes
through in the album’s title track. It
muses on freedom, with the lyric “we’ve
got to amend,” and the telling line,

“What if politicians were all good guys/
Oh Lord don’t we wish they were?”

“I actually wrote that song back in
the ’70’s,” he said. “I can’t remember
if it was in California or Boston
though,” Havens adds with a laugh.
“I’ve never been a prolific songwriter
- I find what I can.”

Though Havens may seem to be

bringing back a heavy message for
the world, his performance offers
anything but a man on a soapbox.
Indeed, his performance at Cross-
roads was more akin to a peaceful
mass, words of wisdom sung, not
screamed, at the audience.

Accompanied by a single guitarist,
Havens began by telling the story of
hearing a song in his youth and asking
the artist if he could use it. Unfortu-
nately, the artist had recorded it before
Havens could use it himself, a fact that
Havens recalled with exaggerated re-
gret. He then played the song – Bob
Dylan’s “All Along The Watchtower.”

The rest of the show was filled with
Haven’s quiet, soulful voice, which
entrapped everyone in the room more
and more with each successive song
and story.

Havens alternately mesmerized and
entertained the audience, especially
when he told a story of how he’d seen
a group of men appear on TV to make
an announcement that changed his
entire life – “Pluto is not a planet.”

Famous as an interpretative singer,

Draw
Paint

Bringing art and people together

68 Elm Street, Summit, New Jersey 07901 908 273-9121

www.artcenternj.org

Ongoing Weekend workshops in Painting, Pastel, Encaustic, Pottery, Collage, Photography, and Watercolor for adults, teens & children.
Events 10/18 Free College Arts Fair with art school representatives, workshops and portfolio reviews, 10am – 3pm. Call to pre-register.

10/30 Art Opening Reception for Portrait Painter David Pena, 6pm – 8pm. Free and open to the public.

WCP Holds Open Auditions for Death of a Salesman
WESTFIELD — Westfield Com-

munity Players (WCP) will hold open
auditions for Arthur Miller’s drama
Death of a Salesman on Monday,
October 6, and Tuesday, October 7, at
7:30 p.m. in the WCP theater at 1000
North Avenue West.

The director, Sherri Ahlin, is seek-
ing a racially diverse cast.

Callbacks are set for the following
Monday, October 13, at 7:30 p.m. at
the theater.

Play rehearsals will start in mid-
October for performances on January
10, 16, 17, 18, 23 and 24, 2009, at 8 p.m.

The Pulitzer Prize-winning Death
of a Salesman made Miller and the

character Willy Loman household
names. Through a series of tragic
soul-searching revelations of the life
Willy has lived with his wife, sons
and business associates, the audience
discovers how his quest for the
“American Dream” kept him blind to
the people who truly loved him.

Cast requirements are as follows:
Willy Loman – 60, old for his age;

a proud man who can no longer earn
a living as a salesman. He is suicidal
and hears voices that catapult him
into the past where he converses with
his dead brother to relive past success
and failures.

Linda Loman – 50’s to 60’s, Willy’s

dutiful wife; loyal and strong, she
defends and protects her husband.

Biff Loman – 30’s, Willy and Linda’s
son, a good-looking drifter and star of
his football team. The part requires a
youthful athleticism as Biff appears as
a teenager in Willy’s flashbacks

Happy Loman – teenager, in flash-
backs, Biff’s younger brother, who com-
petes for his parent’s affection. A wom-
anizer, he has little regard for women
and yet is intimidated by his mother.

Charley – 50’s to 60’s, a next-door
neighbor about the same age as Willy;
owns his own business. Willy’s only
friend.

Bernard Bookish – intelligent, ap-
pears in flashbacks as Biff and Happy’s
less gregarious friend. He grows up to
be a successful lawyer, arguing a case
before the supreme court.

Howard Wagner – mid-30’s, Willy’s
boss who is all about the business.
When Willy is no longer an asset to
the company, he lets him go.

Ben – indeterminate age, in flash-
backs he is Willy’s older brother who
set out at age 17 to make his fortune
in Alaska and ends up in Africa. Ego-
centric, intimidating and adored by
Willy.

Stanley – a waiter in the restaurant
where Happy and Biff meet Willy for
dinner.

Woman – indeterminate age, a
woman Willy meets on the road in
Boston; they have an affair that lasts
a number of years until Biff discovers
them in a hotel room.

Letta – indeterminate age, Charlie’s
secretary.

Jenny and Miss Forsythe – the
women that meet Happy and Biff at
the restaurant. They are “pros.”

For more information, call (908)
232-9568.

Comm. Players Opens With
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
WESTFIELD — Westfield Com-

munity Players (WCP) opens the
2008-2009 season with William
Shakespeare’s romantic comedy, A
Midsummer Night’s Dream. The show
opens Saturday, October 4, at 8 p.m.
and continues Friday and Saturday
evenings through October 25, with a
3 p.m. matinee on Sunday, October
19.

Naomi Yablonsky directs this tale
of nature and star-crossed lovers set
in the woodlands ruled by a fairy king
and queen. Associate director, Jerry
Yablonsky, and stage manager, Bar-
bara Ruban, assist her.

The cast is a blend of WCP veter-
ans and newcomers who inhabit this
wondrous glen. Steve Lemenille of
Clark is Theseus, Debbie Badal of
Mendham is Queen Hippolyta and
Allen Gershenson of Linden is
Egeus.

Other cast members include: Joe
Penczak, Jackie Weiner, Danielle
Levitt and Ted Satur, all of Westfield,
Joe Belden, Elizabeth Minski and
Desiree Ewankov, all of Fanwood,
Candy Predham of Montclair, Ryan
Correll of Winfield, Peter Curley of
Maplewood, Erica Flory of Jersey
City, Anne Marie Viola of Belle Mead,
Rick Roberts of Summit, Claudio
Venancio and Bill Van Sant of
Rahway, Garry Tamburro of Spring-
field, and Karina Otero of North
Plainfield.

Continuing the opening night tra-
dition, theatergoers are invited to stay
for light refreshments with the cast
and crew after the curtain rings down.

To reserve seats call the 24-hour
ticket tape at (908) 232-1221. All
reserved seating is $15. The theater
is located at 1000 North Avenue,
West.

Metro Rhythm Chorus
Invites Singers to Join
CRANFORD – Metro Rhythm

Chorus, a local a cappella chapter of
Sweet Adelines International, will
begin its Performance Opportunity
Program on Wednesday, October 8.
The chorus invites all adult female
singers interested in experiencing
barbershop-style singing to join them
for this program. Holiday music will
be provided.

Metro Rhythm Chorus meets ev-
ery Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. at the
First Presbyterian Church, located at
North Union and Springfield Avenues
in Cranford.

The Performance Opportunity Pro-
gram will continue until Sunday,
December 7, when all participants
are invited to perform in the chorus’
show entitled “Holiday Harmony.”
For more information, contact the
Metro Rhythm chairperson at
debstersmith@gmail.com.

Free Parking
221 North Ave East                908-654-0444

www.TheFarmhouseStore.com

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Meet ‘Ghosts of Central
Jersey’ Author

WESTFIELD — Gordon Ward, au-
thor of “Ghosts of Central Jersey: His-
toric Haunts of the Somerset Hills,”
will sign copies of his book from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, October 4,
at The Town Book Store located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (corner
of East Broad and Elmer Streets).

What ghosts roam within the historic
sites and buildings of central New Jer-
sey? How accurate are the traditional
stories? “Ghosts of Central Jersey” in-
vestigates these questions of ghostly
phenomena and delivers a rich mix of
factual history. The combination of an
open-minded enthusiasm and a level-
headed approach underscores this col-
lection of reports that will inform, enter-
tain and lead the reader to places where
the past is considered to be very much
alive and entwined with the present.

A Bedminster resident, Mr. Ward is a
writer, lecturer and educator. Those un-
able to attend the event can call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535 to
reserve an autographed copy of the book.

‘King of Romance’ Sings 40
Years of Music at UCPAC

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The “King of Ro-
mance,” Engelbert Humperdinck, will
woo his fans with 40 years of music at
Rahway’s Union County Performing
Arts Center (UCPAC) in Rahway to-
morrow night as part of his 40th An-
niversary Tour.

If you have seen a performance of
the multiple-Grammy nominee, who
has sold over 150 million records
worldwide, including 64 gold and 24
platinum albums, don’t expect his
Friday night program to be a repeat of
the same-old, same-old.

“I change the act every year so that
if fans come to see me repeatedly,
they don’t see the same show,” he said
during a phone interview with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times early this
week from his home in Los Angeles.

And there should be plenty of die-
hard, repeat attending fans swooning
in the audience. According to the
entertainer’s website, there are eight
fan clubs for him in New Jersey alone.
One lucky club will be selected to
decorate his dressing room.

Of course his classic hits, for which
he is famous, will be a part of his
anticipated repertoire. “The ones that
made me famous like ‘Release Me,’
are just expected,” he chuckled. In
1966, that particular ballad rocketed
to number one in 11 countries.

pounds and works out daily with
weights. “I’m not being paid to plug
them, but I went on NutriSystem. It’s
the only diet that has ever worked for
me,” he said.

As a vocalist with incredible range,
he has recorded genres across the
charts from movie themes to disco, to
rock and gospel. At Friday’s show, he
will sing a few tracks from his up-
coming CD “A Taste of Country,” as
well as a set from the 2007 album
“Winding Road.” Humperdinck said
he’s especially proud of last year’s
recording because it is a tribute to
British composers such as Paul
McCartney and Sting.

Concerning his longevity, the
entertainer’s smile was ostensibly
“heard” through the phone connec-
tion. “I had an amazing start to my
career with a number one hit, so my
career became an instant global suc-
cess from Great Britain to India to
America.”

He admitted that people recognize
his hits immediately because they are
ubiquitous on karaoke machines. “I
probably have the most songs on
karaoke machines in the country,” he
laughed. “But I’m honored that people
like my songs and want to sing them.”

UCPAC is located at 1601 Irving
Street in Rahway. For more informa-
tion, visit ucpac.org or call the box
office at (732) 499-8226. The show
begins at 8 p.m. on Friday, October 3.

Engelbert Humperdinck

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SECOND HOME...Richie Havens performs his folk songs at Crossroads of
Garwood last month to promote his new album, “Nobody Left to Crown.”

Havens performed a few covers along
with his new songs. Covers included
Dylan’s “Maggie’s Farm,” which briefly
changed into a soulful version of The
Who’s “Won’t Get Fooled Again” and
the Beatles’ “Here Comes the Sun,” a
major hit for Havens in the 1970’s.

Havens ended the show with a per-
formance of his most famous hit, a
rendition of “Motherless Child,”
which he improvised as the opening
act of Woodstock.

The crowd and Havens worked each
other into a frenzy during this perfor-
mance, as continued claps pushed
Havens to walk about the stage and
leap into the air to end the song.

But the crowd wasn’t finished with
Havens yet, and he returned for an
encore. One audience member called
out for Lynyrd Skynyrd’s “Freebird,”
which prompted Havens’ guitarist to
play a few bars of Skynyrd’s other big
hit, “Sweet Home Alabama,” to which
Havens added a few words of Warren
Zevon’s “Werewolves of London” (a
possible nod to Kid Rock’s current
mash-up hit “All Summer Long”).

Finally, Havens ended the show
with Joe Cocker’s “You Are So Beau-
tiful,” which became a huge audience
sing-along.

Afterwards, Havens stayed to sign
autographs and meet fans.

Havens’ new album “Nobody Left
to Crown” is available for purchase
on his website, richiehavens.com.


