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DiIORIO HITS DYER, BILLUPS, DeFAZIO; DIETZ SACKS

Blue Devil Footballers Swamp
Linden Tiger Gridders, 46-19

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strong defensive tactics from the
first team stopped the visiting Linden
Tigers in their tracks and the offense
did the rest as the Westfield High
School football team rumbled to a
46-19 victory at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium on September 27.

The 3-0 Blue Devils’ first team
defense kept its unscored upon slate
clean by limiting the 1-2 Tigers to 23
yards on the ground in the first half.
That dominance forced the Tigers to
pass on nearly every play on their
final two series of the half but the
Blue Devils had already accumulated
a 27-0 lead.

Additionally, a blocked punt by
Joe Ondi that was recovered on the
Linden 12 by Mike Clark and a five-

yard sack at the Tiger nine from defen-
sive tackle Brandon Dietz set up two
of Westfield’s touchdowns (TDs). In
the second half, Dietz joined defen-
sive end Willie Johnson to inflict a 10-
yard sack on Tiger quarterback Trell
Myers and safety/wide receiver Chris
Sheehan added an interception to go
with his three receptions for 29 yards.

“The first one, they were lining up

really wide. I was right over the cen-
ter. I burst through the hole and hit
him before he could hand the ball off.
The second was a tackle twist, so the
other tackle, Eric (Moran), drew the
defenders inside. I had an open hole.
Willie stopped him and I just finished
it up,” Dietz recalled.

Then Dietz literally took matters
into his own hands when he grabbed
an airborne fumble, after inside line-
backer Henry Kwok clocked the Lin-
den running back, and rumbled 17
yards for the TD.

“I owe a lot to Henry Kwok for
making that crack. I was just follow-
ing it and the ball was right up there in
the air. I really didn’t have to make an
effort. I caught it and ran,” Dietz said.

“A defensive lineman scoring! It
doesn’t get any better than that. Our

defense has played well. Our lineback-
ers stepped up today,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Jim DeSarno. “We told
our ‘D’ linemen all week they could
have a good game today. They needed
to have a good game and they sure did.
That’s where it started. It made it a lot
easier for us pressuring the quarter-
back. We did a great job with the run.
We made them pass the ball.”

“We have three underclassmen on
the defensive line. It’s all about being
solid up front, hitting them hard, get-
ting past their linemen and our line-
backers will get the running backs,”
Dietz said.

Blue Devil quarterback Tony
DiIorio (10 rushes, 18 yards, 3-yard
TD) hit nine of 10 passes for 184
yards, which included TD strikes of
two yards to tight end Craig Dyer, 29
yards to split end Jihaad Billups and
36 yards to Brett DeFazio. He also hit
halfback Ricardo Johnson on a swing
pass that resulted in a 38-yard gain on
the Blue Devils’ first offensive play
of the day.

Johnson also carried 18 more times

GREEN SCORES 2 TDS; CLARK, TAYLOR GET 1 EACH

SP-F Raider Grid Men Rock
East Side Red Raiders, 28-14

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior linebacker/fullback Marcus
Green scored two touchdowns (TD),
receiver Adam Clark grabbed a TD
pass and running back Anthony Tay-
lor burst in for a TD to pave the way
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School football team’s 28-14 victory
over visiting Newark East Side on
September 27.

The 1-1 Raiders totaled 286 yards
on the ground. Taylor posted his sec-
ond 100-yard performance with 162
yards on 29 rushes and scored on an
11-yard run. Green, who had a 17-
yard TD reception, carried seven times
for 43 yards, including a 13-yard TD

run. Junior quarterback Gary
Binkiewicz completed five of 13 pass
attempts for 56-yards, including (TD)
passes of 18 yards to Clark and 17
yards to Green.

The Raider defense held East Side
to 198 total yards with the biggest
plays recorded by senior quarterback
Ibrahim Ahmad, who had TD runs of
11 and 21 yards. Green, led in tackles
with 13, forced a fumble and recov-
ered a fumble recovery on the one-
half yard late in the fourth quarter.
Senior defensive back Mike Ferrara
had five tackles and two intercep-
tions. Junior linebacker Kameron
Williams leveled seven Red Raiders
and senior defensive back Ronnie

Fields had three tackles.
Although the Raiders’ offense was

sluggish most of the game, John
Domanski’s booming punts and se-
nior return man Fields’ gutsy returns
put the Raiders in good field position.

“They played hard but I don’t think
we tackled well. I think that was the
biggest thing that comes out of this
today. You have to tackle well when
you have people breaking like their
quarterback did. We had him a num-
ber of times and he got out,” said
Raider Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli.
“Offense, we were moving the ball
then we shoot ourselves in the foot.
We have to stop that. The East Side

WU, BORR, MURPHY, MORAWSKI, SIMMONS GRAB UCT CHAMPIONSHIPS

Blue Devils Win Head-to-Head Battle
With Kent Place for UCT Tennis Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four-in-a-row came with a battle
but the Westfield High School girls
tennis team overcame a seeding ad-
vantage by Kent Place to capture the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
championship at Donald Van Blake
Courts in Plainfield on September
29. The Blue Devils won three of the
four head-to-head battles with Kent
Place in the finals and the sole third
place head-to-head battle.

Westfield (W) finished with an 88
total, while Kent Place (KP) finished
with 76. Governor Livingston (GL)
took third at 52, Oak Knoll (OK) was
fourth at 49 and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) was fifth at 25. Sum-

mit (S) was sixth at 19, New Provi-
dence (NP) took seventh at 16, Union
(U) was eight at 15 and Roselle Park
was ninth at 4. AL Johnson (J) and
Cranford (C) tied for 10th at 2.

Second-seeded Blue Devil Deborah
Wu, who won the UCT at second
doubles last year, made the transition
to second singles, shut out her first
opponent then advanced to the semis
with a 6-1, 6-1 victory over Jolie
Chan (NP).

“It is an amazing transition. I worked
really hard over the summer to get
where I am,” said Wu who added. “I
believe a lot in my team this year
because we are very, very strong. We
can probably pull it out this year again.”

After sitting down Lindsay Boyajian
(OK), 6-2, 6-0, Wu would face top-
seeded Genna DeRose (KP), a junior
from Westfield, who rolled through
her semifinal match, 6-0, 6-0.

“She is very solid. She a strong
counterpuncher, really gritty and has

a great all-around game,” Kent Place
Head Coach Lou Castelli said.
“Things are looking pretty good so
far. Genna is one of three Number 1
seeds from Kent Place, so on paper,
we are looking good but we will have
to do it on the court.”

Wu displayed a true test of courage
when, after she won the first set, 6-1,
she became light-headed and there
was a question as to whether she
would be able to continue. Wu
dropped the next set, 2-6, but re-
gained her composure to win the third
set, 6-3, for her second UCT crown.

Seeded fourth at first singles after a
somewhat disputed seeding discus-
sion, Blue Devil junior Tara Criscuolo,
who won the UCT third singles title
her freshman year and the UCT sec-
ond singles title last year, topped
Emily Victor of Rahway, 6-2, 6-2,
then advanced to the semifinals to
face top-seeded Allie Tierney (GL)
after stopping SPF Raider Aleksandra

Szczuka, 6-3, 6-4.
After dropping a tight, 6-4, 7-6

match to Tierney, Criscuolo proved a
point by rumbling over Alex Brierley
(KP), 6-2, 6-1, to seize third place.

“It was an amazing match. It could
have gone either way,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Frank Geiger said of
Crisculo’s match with Tierney. “Tara
came off the court and said she played
really well. I would have loved to see
it as a final but that was the way the
cards went.”

After placing third, Criscuolo said,
“I personally was very upset to see
that I would draw the first seed in the
semifinals because there was contro-
versy over who was the third seed and
who was the fourth seed. I felt I
played well although Allie was great,
of course. I got what I could and got
third place. It felt good to know that I
was right in it with the girls.”

In her first round, Szczuka, who
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLAYING WITH COURAGE AND WINNING…Blue Devil Deborah Wu suffered a bout of illness in her second set with
Kent Place’s Genna DeRose but persevered to win the Union County second singles title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ZIGZAGGING HIS WAY…Blue Devil Brett DeFazio, No. 3, turned a short pass
into a 36-yard touchdown against the Tigers.
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