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GOP Candidates Discuss
FW Taxes, Redevelopment

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Republican candidates
for borough council, Robert Manduca
and Mike Szuch, in an interview Friday
with The Westfield Leader, focused on
the increase in borough taxes, municipal
layoffs and the $2 million the borough is
spending to purchase a downtown prop-
erty in the borough’s redevelopment zone.

Mr. Manduca, a 20-year resident who
works on large development projects for
financial services companies, said the
$740,000 or 16 percent increase in mu-
nicipal taxes this year to support a $5.3-
million budget relies too much on budget-
ary gimmicks.

“If you take one-time gimmicks, things
like using surpluses and taking extraordi-
nary aid that’s supposed to come once in
a lifetime, (municipal) taxes are really
going up 30 percent,” Mr. Manduca said.

Mr. Szuch, a lifelong resident employed
as a unionized electrician based out of
Paterson, said the borough has received
extraordinary aid from the state four out
of the last five years.

“I think the biggest problem is we are
not generating the revenue to support the
town,” Mr. Szuch said.

He said the borough received $100,000
less in extraordinary aid last year, yet the
municipal portion of Fanwood property
taxes were up 7.3 percent as compared to
16 percent this year.

Mr. Manduca said the borough’s mu-
nicipal taxes went up 17 percent in total
over the four-year tenure of former Re-
publican Mayor Lou Jung. “And Lou
Jung received no extraordinary aid,” he
said.

His running mate, Mr. Szuch, described
the borough’s reliance on extraordinary
aid as “almost an addiction.” He said at
$300, this year’s municipal tax increase is
more than the county and school portions,
which are up $200 combined for the aver-
age borough homeowner.

One of the items Mr. Szuch proposes is
the creation of a citizens committee to
review the budget for the next year, as
well as looking ahead five years.

“Let’s show some transparency in
what’s happening. Let’s get citizens aware
of what’s going on [in] town, especially
this problem of a revenue shortfall,” Mr.
Szuch said. He said the panel would be
made up of persons with “mixed” back-
grounds of experience including the fi-
nancial services industry.

The candidates also discussed the lay-
off of two borough employees including
a police officer.

“It was profoundly a wrong-headed
thing to do,” Mr. Manduca said. He said
rather than cut the most recently hired and
lowest paid police officer, the borough
should have reduced the borough’s police
chief salary increase, which was upped
by $15,000 in the same budget to give him
a salary of $152,000. He said the borough
had maintained a 21-member police de-
partment since 1975.

“We need intelligent, motivated police
in Fanwood,” he said. “I think that’s one
of the good things about Fanwood. I think
we need to preserve that atmosphere in
this town.”

Mr. Szuch said he favors a recommen-
dation by Fanwood Councilman Anthony
Parenti, the borough’s former police chief,
to seek state legislation to change the
percentage of funding municipalities re-
ceive from moving violation traffic tick-
ets from 50 to 80 percent. Currently,
counties receive half of the money from
the tickets collected by municipal courts.

Mr. Szuch estimated such a change
would result in another $175,000 for the
borough’s coffers.

One issue the candidates disagreed with
the current borough council on was the $2
million acquisition by the borough of the
Livingston-Wilbor building in downtown
Fanwood near the train station. Part of the
building collapsed last year when a
firewall from the Station Mews redevel-
opment project fell onto the Wilbor build-
ing.

Mr. Manduca said he disagreed so much
with the expenditure that it was one of the
reasons he opted to run for a seat on the
borough council.

“It’s such a large purchase that puts at
risk such tax increases that it should have
been put to the vote of the taxpayers,” Mr.
Manduca said.

He said the $2 million would have been
better spent on funding a capital budget
for infrastructure maintenance projects,
which the borough has all but cancelled
this year.

Mr. Szuch called funding a capital bud-
get a “double-edged sword.”

“You need the money to spend (and) to
improve, however, you have to generate
that money,” he said.

In discussing the borough’s redevelop-

ment projects, Mr. Szuch said after work-
ing on the projects for five years, Mayor
Colleen Mahr and her administration are
“25 percent complete” on the projects.

He said issues such as parking, ingress,
egress, and pedestrian pathways were “not
thought through” by having multiple de-
velopers. He said an “integrated solu-
tion” would solve the parking problem.

“We needed a single developer who
could have comprehensively joined that
entire parcel into something that made
sense, and could get it completed in a
timely fashion,” Mr. Szuch said.

Mr. Manduca said Fanwood’s “piece
meal approach” on redevelopment was
“kind of naive.”

On the issue of shared services, Mr.
Szuch said a “comprehensive study” is
needed to identify the “plusses and mi-
nuses” of merging municipal departments
with other towns or the county. After that
is completed, he said, recommendations
should be presented to residents at a pub-
lic meeting with a “public referendum” to
follow.

Mr. Manduca also was cautious about
merging departments.

“It’s not a merge wand where you say
‘merge, merge, merge and no matter what
it’s going to save (taxpayer dollars). That’s
how you wind up and say, ‘gee how’d we
spend all that money and make things
worse.’ That’s what we don’t want to do,”
Mr. Manduca said.

Both candidates said they were op-
posed to merging the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood libraries.

Mr. Manduca said both libraries have
“large volunteer organizations that sup-
port them.”

“You don’t want to kill the life of a library
by doing something that the end users don’t
particular like,” Mr. Manduca said. He said
the Fanwood library “is not a big revenue
drain” in the municipal budget.

In Mr. Szuch’s opinion the two librar-
ies are “practically a shared service” as
Fanwood library cardholders can get
books they seek from Scotch Plains if that
library has them.

“I think the library is not the place to go
(to merge operations),” Mr. Szuch said.

The two candidates will face Demo-
cratic incumbent Joan Wheeler and new-
comer Richard Huegel. Democrats hold
the mayor’s seat and five of the six coun-
cil seats including both seats up this year.

member panel. Currently, three pub-
lic officials and four public persons
serve on the seven-member panel.

Mr. Corzine said the new
fundraising restrictions have been ex-
tended to not only include developers
but redevelopers “who don’t do ac-
tual contracting.”

The Leader asked Mr. Corzine to
comment on the impact of ethics re-
forms on professional services con-
tracts at the county and municipal
level.

“We are asking that be done by
RFP (requests for proposals) in this
process at all levels. It is one that you
want both competency and price to be
factored in to how you make those
judgments,” the governor responded.

He said one of his executive orders
now includes partners holding under
10 percent in firms with government
contracts to the same pay-to-play po-
litical contribution ban as those hold-
ing over 10 percent.

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean
Jr. said the governor “can expect
strong Republican support if the en-
abling legislation lives up to its bill-
ing.”

“If the ethics package truly reflects
what the governor described [on
September 24], it should be given
serious and expedited consideration
by the Legislature,” Mr. Kean said.
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interviewed on Friday at the Westfield
station said, “I guess it was inevitable
that this was supposed to happen, but
hopefully we can bring our economy
back up to par because I think a lot of
people are suffering and the market,
being the way it is, it can’t get any
worse.”

Victoria Whitfield of Plainfield,
who lives on the Fanwood border,
said on Monday at the Fanwood sta-
tion that the federal government
“didn’t really explore enough options.
They just presented one, what (Trea-
sury Secretary) Paulson did, and they
didn’t really give enough time to have
deliberations.”

“If you read on the Internet, there
are so many other options out there,
like Sweden’s proposed things they
had to do when they had a similar
situation. So I’m glad that it got voted
[down], because that means I keep
more money in my pocket,” Ms.
Whitfield said.

Nate Schaufler of Scotch Plains
responded, “I think that the people
who were out there giving these loans
away should have realized what they
were doing, but I also believe that the
government should have stepped in a
long, long time ago to fix it. They’re
fixing it now, but it’s too little, too
late.”

Maria Beardsley of Scotch Plains
said it was “probably good for the
long term,” but he had reservations on
the federal bailout. “It’s unfortunate
that taxpayer money has to go to fix
this problem of years and years of
excess.”

Cranford resident Chris
McDonough, interviewed Friday in
Garwood, was in support of the bail-
out, saying otherwise “it would kind
of collapse things,” although he ad-
mitted it was a “staggering number.”

“It’s just pretty amazing. I think we
need to sit down and understand it a
little better before we jump the gun
and start handing out $700 billion
like it’s nothing,” he said.

At the FestiFall, Steve Aronson of
Westfield said he was supportive of
the bailout. “We need to do some-
thing to keep the economy going be-
cause a sound economy allows us to
do everything else that we need to do
as a country, and without a sound
economy, you can’t do many things.

“I’m very supportive of an overall
plan getting put in place to keep our
banks operating and the economy
strong,” Mr. Aronson said.

Calling himself a registered Re-
publican, Clark resident Joe Shukis
said he still “sort of sides with the
Democrats in that there should be
safeguards as far as the buyout is
concerned. It shouldn’t be a complete
bailout. I’m an investor. And I don’t
like the fact that some of these corpo-
rations’ CEOs are losing hundreds of
millions of dollars for their company
and then taking a $20-million buyout
themselves.”

Westfield resident Alan Weingarten
said, “It bothers me that little guys are

bailing out the big guys, and it’s a
failure of the free market
system…We’re expecting govern-
ment, whose been pushed out of the
whole market system, to now bail
them out. It seems a little bit hypo-
critical to me. But on a pragmatic
level, I certainly don’t want another
depression. So, whatever is required
to alleviate a depression, so be it.”

Bruce Roach of New Brunswick
said he opposes the bailout. “Where is
the money going to come from to pay
for it actually? In this situation, you
have shareholders, and when you’re
investing in a company, you know the
goal is for a shareholder, you know
you might lose money; you might win
money. So most of these companies
made a mistake, they weren’t properly
using their funds. Now why would the
government come and bail out most of
these companies?”

“On the flip side, we’re already in
a what, a trillion-dollar deficit? On
the personal side, just on an indi-
vidual level, I have loans; I have a
house and everything else. If I’m be-
hind on my bills, the government is
not bailing me out, so why should it
bail out most of these shareholders
and companies?”

Antone Stevens of Orange said the
buyout is “rewarding a laissez faire
attitude instituted by the Ronald
Reagan administration. It has virtu-
ally no value for anyone who’s actu-
ally working, who would be consid-
ered middle class. The Tax Reform
Act of 1987 instituted by Ronald
Reagan and the Republicans was the
precursor of what we see now. It
appears as though unregulated mar-
kets, and financial markets in par-
ticular, are the cause of this.”

“Unless and until they do some-
thing about off-shore investments and
the tax advantages given to credit
card companies and other financial
institutions which have, in a sense,
become totally unregulated, we will
only exacerbate the problem by con-
tinuing to underwrite the greed and
avarice of Wall Street,” Mr. Stevens
said.

Ralph Jones of Hackensack, a mem-
ber of the Westfield-based Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, said he be-
lieves that “the politicians should be
taking care of Main Street instead of
Wall Street.”

Interviewed in front of
Mountainside Deli on Friday, Scott
Nichols of Westfield said of the bail-
out, “We have no choice. Either pay it
or just let everything go to hell in a
wastebasket. I don’t want to give my
tax money to Wall Street, but what
choice do I have.”

Belleville resident Bob Torre, a styl-
ist at Revjuvenations in Mountainside,
said he “could not give an informed
opinion. Where is that money coming
from? The taxpayers again? Nothing
was learned from the Great Depres-
sion. Something seems funny: how is
it fair that executives make millions
and now it’s on the backs of people?”
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SP Fire Victim Dies;
Two Remain Critical

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — One of three
victims from a September 10 fire at the
Lamberts Mill Village Garden Apartments
on Spruce Mill Lane in the township has
died of his injuries, authorities confirmed.

Antonio Menjivar, 25, of Plainfield
died September 23, in the burn unit at
Saint Barnabas Medical Center in
Livingston after suffering burns to 30
percent of his body in the blaze. Also
severely burned were Jose Guardado, 25,
and Fredy Garcia, 25, both of Plainfield.

“We were hoping the news would be
better,” Scotch Plains Police Lieutenant
Brian Donnelly told The Westfield leader.
“It’s a call we didn’t want to get.”

Hospital spokeswoman Samantha
Anton said Mr. Guardado and Mr. Garcia
are “still in critical condition in our burn
intensive care unit.” No other details were
released by the hospital.

Authorities said the fire began while
the men were removing varnish from a
first-floor apartment, unit 256 of building
22 in the complex. Fire Chief Jonathan
Ellis told the township council on Sep-
tember 16 that the men were using a
solvent containing acetone that was ig-
nited by a pilot light from a water heater.

Lieutenant Donnelly described acetone
as a “highly flammable vapor.”

Ivonne Fernandez, whose husband
worked with the victims, said a fund has
been set up to assist the victims’ families.
Donations can be made at any Commerce
Bank branch. Checks must be made pay-
able to: Lamberts Mill Village Burn Vic-
tims. The account number, 7863111691,
must be included on all checks.

Westfield
Monday, September 22, Pascal

Exilus, 24, of Elizabeth was arrested
on two outstanding traffic warrants
after a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Drake Place. The war-
rants were from Roselle Park, with
$400 bail, and Union, with $80 bail.
Exilus was released after posting
bail.

Tuesday, September 23, Peter
Boegel, 39, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug para-
phernalia after a motor vehicle stop at
Summit and South Avenues. He was
released on his own recognizance with
summonses.

Friday, September 26, Jeffrey Wil-
liams, 36, of Hillside was arrested on
outstanding motor vehicle warrants
from Clark, with $89 bail, and New-
ark, with $100 bail, after a motor
vehicle stop at Elm Street and Dudley
Avenue. He was released after post-
ing bail.

Saturday, September 27, John
Mistretta, 62, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated after a motor vehicle stop
on the 100 block of South Euclid
Avenue. The arrest occurred after po-
lice received a report about a careless
driver. Mistretta was processed and
released to a responsible individual.

Sunday, September 28, Lina Stark,
20, of Garwood was arrested and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana af-
ter a motor vehicle stop at Summit
and South Avenues. She was released
on her own recognizance with a sum-
mons.

Scotch Plains
Friday, September 26, Shaquanna

Williams, 25, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop. According to police,
she was processed and released.

Friday, September 26, an employee
of a Westfield Avenue business re-
ported that a co-worker tried to hit her
after an argument over work assign-
ments.

Saturday, September 27, a resident
of Winchester Drive reported that
someone opened up several credit
cards in his name and made several
hundred dollars worth of purchases.

Saturday, September 27, Brian
Coley, 28, of Newark was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Sunday, September 28, Raphael
Plaszcymaka, 19, of Berkeley Heights
was arrested and charged with pos-
session of a weapon. According to
police, he was stopped for a motor
vehicle violation, at which time offic-
ers noticed the weapon. According to
police, he was processed and turned
over to the Union County jail after
failing to make bail.

Sunday, September 28, Jessica
Semple, 24, of Fanwood was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop. According to police,
she was processed and released.

Sunday, September 28, Lauren
Parrott, 23, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop. According to police,
she was processed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 23, an em-

ployee at a Mountain Avenue service

station reported that he repaired a
motor vehicle and that the vehicle’s
owner had only made a partial pay-
ment when the vehicle was picked
up. According to police, the employee
has not been able to get in touch with
the owner of the vehicle for several
months. Authorities said the incident
is under investigation.

Sunday, September 28, police re-
sponded to a Route 22 business on a
report that an employee received
threats from the wife of a repairman
the victim had hired to fix her car.

According to police, the suspect
thought the victim was making sexual
advances towards her husband and
threatened bodily harm if the victim
called him again. Officers told both
parties not to call each other again,
authorities said.

Monday, September 29, Jose Parez-
Aleman, 26, of North Plainfield was
arrested for allegedly driving without
a license after he was observed driv-
ing on the shoulder in heavy traffic.
According to police, he was processed
and released.

Fanwood
Tuesday, September 23, Kerry O.

Pilgrim, 25, of Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road on an outstanding warrant out
of Plainfield. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Wednesday, September 24, Bryant
L. Jacobs, 20, of Plainfield was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on
the 100 block of South Avenue for
allegedly providing police with false
information. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Wednesday, September 24, Tiquana
M. Cabbell, 19, of Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Plainfield following a field
investigation on Martine Avenue.
According to police, she was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, September 25, the
Fanwood Municipal Court judge sen-
tenced Frank T. Coleman, 46, of
Plainfield to serve an unspecified
amount of time in the Union County
jail. Additional details of the sentenc-
ing are not known, police said.

Thursday, September 25, John A.
Mortarulo, 45, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding Scotch
Plains warrant after a field investiga-
tion. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Scotch
Plains Police Department.

Friday, September 26, Ernesto
Garridozi, 21, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue on an outstanding
warrant out of Newark. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Saturday, September 27, Kevin L.
Schmidt, 30, of Summit was arrested
on an outstanding Scotch Plains war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. According to police,
he also was charged with a no-bail
warrant out of Union County. He was
processed and turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department,
authorities said.

Monday, September 29, a Verizon
employee reported that someone en-
tered his unlocked motor vehicle
while it was parked in front of a house
on the 100 block of Paterson Road
and removed a Verizon laptop and a
GPS system. According to police, the
value of the stolen merchandise is
approximately $4,200.

Ferguson, Stender,
Lance React to Bailout

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield leader

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The $700
billion bailout legislation was defeated,
Monday, 228-205. New Jersey’s 13-mem-
ber delegation voted 7-6 against it. Rep.
Mike Ferguson (R-7), retiring after four
terms, voted in favor of the measure.

“I really thought we were going to pass
it, up until a few hours before the vote,”
Mr. Ferguson said during a phone inter-
view on Monday. He said he was “deeply
disappointed” by the vote, “mostly be-
cause we were so close to passage of this
important legislation.”

“It [the New Jersey delegation vote]
was pretty evenly split. It was not parti-
san,” Mr. Ferguson told The Leader. “It
was a vote of conscience.”

“We have an economic catastrophe in
this country. The effect will be felt by
every family, every small business and
every citizen,” Mr. Ferguson said.

He said failure to provide emergency
funding for the financial system would
create a “credit crunch” impacting
homebuyers, refinancing of mortgages
and student loans.

“This catastrophe will be felt on every
Main Street in America,” Mr. Ferguson
said. Although he said the legislation was
not perfect, doing nothing would be worse
than enacting an “imperfect legislation.”
Congress is expected to take up this issue
today, following the Jewish holidays.

State Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD-22, Fanwood), Democratic candi-
date to replace Mr. Ferguson, criticized
Congress for failing to pass a bill to ad-
dress the financial crisis. “Every day
Congress fails to act puts our economic
future in severe jeopardy. Americans need
bipartisan leadership, not political pos-
turing, to solve this crisis,” she said.

Her Republican opponent, Senator
Leonard Lance (R-23, Clinton) said,
“Congress must continue to work on a
financial stability plan that can be sup-
ported by both sides of the aisle.”

“The plan must protect American tax-
payers, unfreeze credit for Main Street
businesses, homeowners and consumers,
impose strict oversight and accountabil-
ity, and prohibit Wall Street excesses.”


