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The New Jersey Ballet
Performs Hansel and Gretel

By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – The New Jersey Ballet
put on a dazzling performance of
Hansel and Gretel earlier this month
at the Union County Performing Arts
Center in Rahway.

Celebrating its 50th year in exist-
ence, the ballet company employs more
than 20 professional dancers, ages 21-
36, from nine different countries,  as
well as six apprentices in their late
teens to early twenties in their junior
company. About 30 of their perform-
ers were involved in the production.

Featuring top ballerinas from around
the world, the dancers preformed with
astounding feats of athleticism, grace,
strength and coordination. Their skills
as ballerinas were put at the forefront
of the performance, showcasing moves
such as aerials and triple pirouettes à
la seconde, which refers to three series
of pirouettes, performed as a group of
turns on one foot with the free leg
raised in the air at a 90-degree angle.

All of the ballerinas performed a
variety of difficult, graceful moves in
sync to the music and each other. At
one point, 15 different angels were on
stage, all dressed in white. Their syn-
chronized movements gave the ap-
pearance of a singular angelic entity,
as they stood in three separate lines.

In 1893, German composer
Engelbert Humperdinck wrote an op-
era based on the fairy tale Hansel and
Gretel. The New Jersey Ballet turned
Humperdinck’s opera into a ballet of
their own by loosely following the

original plot and choosing to keep
Humperdinck’s soundtrack.

Adapting Hansel and Gretel from
an opera to a ballet, Carolyn Clark,
director of New Jersey Ballet chose to

convey the tale with a “story teller”
narration to enhance the physical
movements of the ballet and to cater
the performance to children. Ms. Clark
said, “[When you] just fill in a show
with dance movement, children don’t
always get what’s going on, so I chose
to narrate all of the children’s shows.”

Presented in a storybook format, the
stage design, costumes and the “story-
teller” narration transcended the en-
tire audience into the pages of a
children’s fairy tale. Ms. Clark strives
to achieve this presence with her
children’s ballets, adding, “I feel
children’s fairy tales are a wonderful
way to introduce dance to young
people.”

Making the play perfectly suitable
to a child of any age, Ms. Clark chose

WF, SP, FW Residents
Selected For Choirs

AREA – Matthew LaPine, Middle
and Upper School music teacher at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison,
announced the names of Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood students
who have earned membership to the
Middle School Treble Choir and Middle
School Boys’ Choir.

Local students named to the Middle
School Treble Choir include: Sarah
Chalabi of Westfield, Megha Reddy
and Emily Wexler, both of Scotch Plains,
and Moenika Chowdhury of Fanwood.

Sarah is the daughter of Ishmael and
Yolanta Chalabi. Megha is the daugh-
ter of Rom and Shanthi Reddy. Char-
lotte is the daughter of Michael and
Susan Greaney. Emily is the daughter
of Bruce and Joanne Wexler. Haley is
the daughter of Steven and Erica Needle,
and Moenika is the daughter of Bobby
and Margaret Chowdhury.

Area students named to the Middle
School Boys’ Choir include: Michael
Anastasiou of Scotch Plains. Michael
is the son of Chuck and Nina Anastasiou.

the farmhouse store
welcomes

Broadway Star & Hat Designer

Michele Ragusa

Michele’s extraordinary felted wool hats are handmade, backstage at 
the Hilton Theater where she is currently starring in 

The New Mel Brooks Musical: 

Young Frankenstein.
Each amazing hat is signed and numbered by the artist.

Meet Michele on her “night off” and join us for wine & cheese 

Monday 12/8 from 6:00-8:00
221 North Ave East, Westfield NJ  908-654-0444

PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE

Kean Hosts Acclaimed
Broadway Designer, Beatty

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University, in association with the
Kean University Department of The-
atre, will present acclaimed scenic
designer John Lee Beatty as part of
the Premiere Artists Series.

The December 3 event begins with
an open seminar for students con-
ducted by Mr. Beatty, followed by a
question and answer session and re-
ception. The campus community and
public are also invited to participate.

The event will be held from 3:30 to

5:30 p.m. in the University Center
Little Theatre, located on the Central
Campus at 1000 Morris Avenue in
Union. Admission is free.

Mr. Beatty has been awarded nu-
merous honors for his work, includ-
ing a Tony and Drama Desk Award
for Best Scenic Design. He is widely
regarded as America’s premier sce-
nic designer and has designed numer-
ous Broadway productions, includ-
ing The Color Purple, Chicago, Proof
and the Pulitzer Prize-winning Rab-
bit Hole, which recently had its New
Jersey Premiere at Premiere Stages.

Holly Logue, acting dean of the
School of Visual and Performing Arts
at Kean University, said, “The oppor-
tunity for our students and the Kean
community to spend time listening to
and learning about award-winning
Broadway designer John Lee Beatty
is invaluable.”

For more information about the
event, call (908) 737-4360, or visit
Premiere Stages online at kean.edu/
premierestages.

Pineda Opera Company Presents
The Merry Widow in Cranford

By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The Pineda Opera
Company performed The Merry
Widow — about a rich widow, Hanna

Glawari, and her attempt to find a
husband — earlier this month at the
Cranford Community Theater. Hanna,
who has inherited 20 million francs
from her late husband, is to be a guest
at a ball celebrating the birthday of
the Grand Duke.

The Merry Widow, initially a Ger-
man play, was adapted in 1905 into an
operetta by Austro-Hungarian com-
poser Franz Lenar. An operetta, a
genre of light opera, is dialogue-heavy
and tends to focus on comedic ele-
ments of the plot, as opposed to the
music.

According to professional opera
singer Tony Mowatt, who played
Njegus in The Merry Widow, the cast

“took liberties from the original play
to get humor across.”

The operetta had the audience con-
stantly laughing through its use of dra-
matic irony in revealing characters’ in-

fidelity.
Baron Zeta, Pontevedrian

ambassador to France, wants her to
marry a man from Pontevedra
(northwest Spain), so that his home
region does not fall into bankruptcy.

Preoccupied with finding the proper
husband for Hanna, Baron Zeta fails
to notice Count Camille courting his
wife, Valencienne. The Baron knows
something is afoot, but only the
audience is aware of the possible
escapade.

What also makes the operetta comi-
cal is the way a throng of hopeful
suitors parade after the merry widow,
Hanna Galwari. After Hanna would
make a movement, the men would

copy her in a synchronized line. The
characters enacted the plot with vigor,
exaggerated movements and the per-
fect vocal inflections, making it a
hilarious hit.

A family-owned and -operated
company, the Pineda Conservatory
was founded in 2000 by siblings
Fausto, Juan and Patricia Pineda and
Juan’s wife, Valerie.

Juan Pineda said that they chose to
perform The Merry Widow at the
Cranford opera theater because of the
company’s strong following in and
around Westfield, Garwood and Clark.

His wife added that they chose The
Merry Widow because it is “a fun
English romantic comedy is a good
way to start the season.”

Various members of the Pineda Op-
era Company performed in The Merry
Widow alongside professional opera
singers, all of whose voices were
fantastic.

Christina Rohm, playing the merry
widow, showed off a strong soprano
voice that could reach extremely high
pitches.

Numerous children from the Pineda
Opera Company also participated in
the play, mainly as extra townspeople.
Overall, the cast, featuring people of
all ages, was animated and funny.

Throughout the operetta, a live or-
chestra performed directly in front of
the stage. With 13 musicians in the
ensemble, the orchestra integrated a
multitude of instruments, including
four violins, the piano, the viola, cello,
percussion, clarinet, horn, oboe, flute
and trumpet.

The orchestra played light, peppy
music that added the perfect uplifting
tones to the comedy. During moments
in which the plot could be taken as
serious, the upbeat music made it
comical.

The cast’s costumes effectively
transported the audience back to the
19th Century – men wearing tuxes
with long coattails and white gloves
to fit the occasion, while women
sported bejeweled dresses and
accessorized with feathers or fans.

The Pineda Opera Company pre-
sents two different shows yearly, one
weekend in the fall and one weekend
in the spring. The company will per-
form Carmen in the spring. Through-
out the year, the opera company also
performs at assorted charity organi-
zations, Christmas and various other
holiday concerts.

GRIMM REALITY...The New Jersey Ballet adapted Hansel and Gretel from an
opera and chose to use a story teller to help explain the work to children and
entertain them.

Soprano Christina Rohm as Hanna Glawari with the male ensemble of The Merry Widow.

Teen Arts Exhibit
Includes Local Students

AREA – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders announced that
the 2008 Union County Teen Arts
Traveling Exhibit will be on display
at the Freeholder’s Gallery in the
Union County Administration Build-
ing, located on Elizabethtown Plaza
at Rahway Avenue in Elizabeth,
through December 16.

The exhibit is open to the public
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays.

The exhibit consists of 75 pieces of
art selected from more than 600 vi-
sual art works shown at the 2008
Union County Teen Arts Festival held
in March at the Cranford campus of
Union County College.

Area students, whose work is in-
cluded in the exhibit, are
Mountainside residents Scotland
Preston and Francesca Najdzin, both
of Deerfield School; Scotch Plains
residents Katrina Millan, Deshawn
Bellford and Sefton Bass, who attend
Union County Vo-Tech, and Hillcrest
Academy’s Arthur  Shaffry. In
Westfield, Kathleen Tang and Geena
Gao represent Edison Intermediate
School, while Richard Michelena at-
tends Beadleston High School.

The Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs in the De-
partment of Parks and Community
Renewal administers the annual event.

“Each year, I am amazed by the
exceptional artwork submitted by the
students,” Freeholder Chairman An-
gel Estrada said.

For more information, contact the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, N.J. 07202; or call (908) 558-
2550. N.J. Relay service users should
call 711 or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Musicales Honor Those
With WF Connections

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, begins its 25th
season of Mid-Day Musicales on
Wednesday, December 3, at noon,
with a program by pianist Sondra
Tammam.

The Mid-Day Musicales, which has
presented musicians from all over the
world, is thanking the community of
Westfield for its 25 years of support
by featuring a season of performers
with Westfield connections.

These free, half-hour programs in
the church sanctuary are followed by
an optional soup-and-sandwich lun-
cheon in the church’s social hall for
$6.

Ms. Tammam, a Westfield resident,
has received enthusiastic acclaim for
her performances in North America,
Europe, Asia and the Middle East.

As the unanimous winner of both
the Frinna Awerbuch International
Competition of the New York Con-

gress of Piano Teachers, the John
Meyers Foundation Grant and the
Paderewski Foundation competition,
Ms. Tammam’s concerts have taken
her to diverse venues, including Weill
and Merkin Halls in New York, the
Harvard Musical Association in Bos-
ton, Wigmore Hall in London, the
Concertgebouw in Amsterdam and
the Goethe Institute in Casablanca.

Ms. Tammam conducts master
classes and lectures in the United
States and abroad. This season, she
presented lectures to the Music Edu-
cators Association of New Jersey,
the New Jersey Music Teachers As-
sociation and the Piano Teachers
Congress of New York at Steinway
Hall, and had performance engage-
ments in Rome, Italy and
Pepperdine University in Califor-
nia.

For further information, or to make
optional lunch reservations, call the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

to present the bad witch in Hansel and
Gretel as humorous, instead of scary.
The witch brought the most laughs
from the audience with his over-exag-
gerated physical movements and goofy

facial expressions.
The set and costumes enhanced the

aesthetic beauty of the performance
with bright colors and glitter. The vari-
ous backdrops were intricately hand-
painted by Michael Babyak. One of
the backdrops, a picture of woods, was
painted with deep browns contrasted
by bright blues, greens and teals.

The witches’ house was especially
aesthetically pleasing, incorporating a
multitude of glittery reds, oranges,
pinks and tans. The costumes were
also beautifully designed with just the
right mix of ballet attire, 19th Century
Germanic clothing and contemporary
fashion.

With such professionalism and qual-
ity of entertainment, the New Jersey
Ballet is definitely a treat to see.

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

HOURS:  MON. - FRI. 9:00 - 5:30 • SAT. 9:00 - 5:00

THURSDAYS: 9:00 AM - 8:00 PM

www.christoffersflowers.com

Come to
Christoffers

We’ll keep your
“Spirit” intact

Flowers, Plants,

Wreaths, Cards & Gifts

Plenty of free parking in front & rear

No Gift is Too Small

for us to Wrap Mariposa  Ornament PlatterTM

MERRY MELODIES...Maestro Mark
Hyczko leads the Pineda Lyric’s pro-
fessional orchestra this season, start-
ing with The Merry Widow.


