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David B. Corbin (November 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING A WHS RECEPTION RECORD…Blue Devil wide receiver Chris Sheehan, snagging a 27-yard touchdown pass,
caught a Westfield High School record eight passes to give him a WHS record 30 for the season.
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TAYLOR, GREEN NOTCH TWO TOUCHDOWNS EACH

Raiders’ 2nd Half Roll Dazes
Shabazz Footballers, 43-21

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After a cancellation of the Shabazz/
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football game early in November fol-
lowing a number of murders in New-
ark and an agreed on makeup game,
two yellow school busses provided
by the district headed the Raider par-
ents to Untermann Field in Newark
on November 21.

Prior to the jaunt, football parent
Natalie Taylor commented, “Because
of the constant violence in Newark,
the game had to be cancelled by the
superintendent of schools in Newark.
There were never any overtones. This
always was about the safety of our
children. We collectively, along with
the administration did not feel that
three days after the situation occurred,
that it was safe for our children in as
much as the superintendent in Newark
was considering canceling schools in
Newark on that Monday, so now we’re
on the bus for that makeup game and
looking to return with a win.”

After a sluggish first half, the Raid-

ers overcame a 21-13 deficit to roll to
a 43-21 victory. Raider senior half-
back Anthony Taylor (37 carries, 248
yards) became virtually unstoppable
in the second half with touchdown
(TD) runs of one and five-yards, and
a pair of two-point conversions. Se-
nior linebacker/fullback Marcus
Green chewed up 46 rushing yards on
six carries, including TDs of seven
and 14 yards. Junior quarterback Gary
Binkiewicz (3 carries, 17 yards, 3-
yard TD) completed four of seven
passes for 39-yards. Senior defensive
back/receiver Mike Marsan had a 37-
yard TD interception.

The Bulldogs capitalized on Raider
mistakes to score TD runs of 77, 44
and 42-yards, respectively, in the first
half but the Raider defense stopped
Shabazz flat in the second half. Green
recorded 14 tackles and recovered a
fumble. Alex Carow dropped seven.
Brandon Harris (4 tackles) recorded
a sack. Ryan Brown (3 tackles) re-
covered a fumble. Alex Graham had
an interception and four tackles.
Kenny Azard mashed four dogs and

Matt Manns registered a sack and two
tackles.

“We gave up an early touchdown
on a quarterback sneak. They came
out with a little wrinkle with that one-
back spreading the field and running
out of a shotgun, so we needed to
make some adjustments at halftime
and we did. I think throughout the
game we were controlling the line of
scrimmage and running the ball. It
was just a matter of wearing them
down and our kids did a good job.
Anthony had a great game,” said
Raider Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli.

The 2-7 Bulldogs stunned the 4-5
Raiders when halfback Anthony Lee
grabbed the football on the 23-yard
line and weaved his way for a 77-yard
TD with 7:14 left in the quarter. The
Raiders answered, highlighted by
Taylor’s 54-yard rumble, on seven
carries to spot the ball on the Bulldog
seven where Green plowed through
for the TD. Domanski’s PAT was good.

Shabazz came back with a TD on
two plays when quarterback Alanzo
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RESILIENCE AND CONDITIONING MAY DECIDE GAME

Blue Devil Gridders Prepare
For Cardinals on Turkey Day

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

According to Westfield High
School (WHS) football Head Coach
Jim DeSarno after last year’s 28-27,
victory over Plainfield in the annual
Thanksgiving Day classic at Gary
Kehler Stadium, “They’ve got good
athletes but we were in better shape.
I think it showed at the end.”

Conditioning may also play a ma-
jor role in the 104th meeting between
the two foes – not all were on Thanks-
giving Day – on Thursday, November
26, at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield at
11 a.m. but the ability to bounce back
from humiliating defeats in their re-
spective sectional tournament games
may also be a factor. The 6-3 Blue
Devils ran into a 49-13 buzz saw at
the hands of Ridge and the 4-5 Cardi-
nals were 38-0 victims to Piscataway.

“Both of us took it on the chin. We
got our butts kicked! We got back to
practice yesterday. It was a little rough

at first but we are coming around. You
can’t get over something like that over-
night but we will be alright by Thanks-
giving,” DeSarno said. “We instill a
lot (of conditioning) that we pride
ourselves on and it was a big part of
last year’s game but they (Plainfield)
are a different team this year.”

As a freshman last year, Cardinal
quarterback Tyrone Johnson demon-
strated his effectiveness by completing
eight of 13 passes for 113 yards, in-
cluding a five-yard touchdown (TD)
strike to Josue Reyes and long gun to
Tyray Forte, good for 54 yards. Johnson
is back with a year’s experience under
his belt and is surrounded with some
speedy backs and receivers.

“Johnson is a very accurate thrower,
strong arm, very talented. They have
a couple of good running backs too.
They can be balanced that’s for sure.
They’ve got athletes in the backfield
and on the outside,” said DeSarno.
“They run a nice scheme. They are a

no huddle, spread-type team that has
the ability to throw the ball to a lot of
different receivers and they can mix
the run in. They are going to be tough
to defend.”

Last year, the Blue Devils had suc-
cess in the air before they opened up
on the ground against the Cardinals.
Quarterback Tony DiIorio completed
12 of 15 passes for 150 yards, includ-
ing a TD and a costly interception that
went for a TD. His favorite target was
Sheehan, who had eight receptions for
89 yards, including a 27-yard TD re-
ception, to establish a WHS record.

“They were set up for the run. We
came out throwing a little bit more
than normal then we got set up to run
later in the game,” recalled DeSarno.
“The scenarios may change but that
might be what we will have to do
again this year. Their front eight are
very aggressive. We will have to find
a way to neutralize that. Tony’s had a
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RETURNING AN INTERCEPTION FOR A TD…Raider defensive back Mike Marsan, No. 12, returned an interception
37-yards for a touchdown against the Bulldogs.


