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Willow Grove Church
Plans Advent Festival
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow

Grove Presbyterian Church will
present its Advent Festival, featuring
a variety of family activities, on Sat-
urday, December 6, from 4 to 7 p.m.
All are welcome.

Attendees will have an opportu-
nity to craft Christmas ornaments
called “Chrismons,” sing Christmas
carols, make their own Advent wreath
and gingerbread house and enjoy a
pizza dinner. The cost is $5 per per-
son (family maximum of $15). Res-
ervations by Monday, December 1,
are appreciated but not required.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains. To make res-
ervations or for more information,
call the church office Monday through
Friday at (908) 232-5678, e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or visit
willowgrovechurch.org.

– Obituaries –
Frederick R. Miller, 90, Hero Pilot;
Flight Instructor and Outdoorsman

Frederick Rea Miller, a central
figure in one of the nation’s most
dramatic domestic airline flights,
died on Sunday, August 24, at Santa
Rosa Memorial Hospital in Califor-
nia after a short illness. He was 90
and had spent most of his early life
in Westfield.

The historic flight took place on
June 28, 1965, when
Mr. Miller was co-pi-
lot of a Pan American
World Airways flight
from San Francisco to
Honolulu. As the 707
gained altitude over the
town of San Bruno, the
outboard engine on the
starboard side exploded
and fell to the ground.
The fuel tank caught
fire and the intense heat
melted 28 feet of wing,
which also plummeted
to the ground.

For the next 39 minutes the crew
managed to keep the crippled plane
airborne while preparing for a safe
emergency landing at nearby Travis
Air Force Base. Mr. Miller later
explained that they applied bursts
of power to the remaining engines,
using them as thrusters, to maintain
the 707’s balance. All 153 passen-
gers and crew on board escaped
without injury.

Losing 28 feet of wing and bring-
ing the plane in safely was hailed as
extraordinary piloting skill and
earned the crew nationwide acclaim
and medals from the Federal Avia-
tion Administration. The flight en-
gineer said he was astonished at
how smoothly the plane was landed.
Soon after, Mr. Miller was made a
captain and he spent the rest of his
career with Pan Am.

He was 16 when he soloed at
Westfield Airport after one hour and
15 minutes of instruction. Too young
to have a driver’s license, he would
ride his bike to the airport to pursue
his passion – flying a plane.

Mr. Miller was born in Port
Arthur, Tex. on September 14, 1917,
to Albert E. and Susie Frederick
Miller. He began his schooling in
Berlin, Paris and London, where his
father was an oil executive with the
Sinclair Refining Company.

The family moved to Westfield in
1925 and Mr. Miller graduated from
Westfield High School in 1935. He
attended Penn State University for
two years and then graduated from
Parks Air College in East St. Louis,
Ill. in 1940.

Mr. Miller joined Pan Am in 1943
and flew the Clippers known as “Fly-
ing Boats.” They landed on lagoons
throughout the islands of the South
Pacific and fueled from five-gallon
drums that had been stored in ad-
vance. Pilot Miller’s favorite ex-
pression was “There are old pilots
and bold pilots, but no old, bold
pilots.”

Mr. Miller married Beulah
McClosky of Bayonne in 1941, and
they lived in North Plainfield. He
was a flight instructor at Hadley
Airport and his students included
young men from Rutgers Univer-
sity who were preparing for the

armed services. Mr. Miller then
taught primary flight training dur-
ing World War II as a civilian in-
structor to Army Air Corps cadets
based in Orangeburg, S.C.

He spent the next 30 years flying
the world for Pan Am from his base
in California. Mr. Miller was a life-
long friend of the late Captain Rob-

ert Buck of Westfield
– aviation pioneer, au-
thor and chief pilot of
Trans World Airlines.

Captain Miller lived
in San Mateo, Calif.
and then in Calistoga,
Calif., where he built
his own home. He also
built and flew two
small experimental bi-
planes in his spare
time. Mr. Miller en-
joyed the outdoors and
hiked much of the
western United States

and climbed many of the peaks of
the Sierras.

When his wife died in 1999, he
moved to Spring Lake Village, a
retirement community in Santa
Rosa. It was also home to several
other retired Pan Am pilots, and
they enjoyed each other’s company
and tales of their flying experiences.

Captain Miller is survived by three
sons, all of who are pilots. They
include Edward “Ted” (Diane) of
Santa Rosa, Calif., Ralph (Sarah)
of Napa, Calif. and Paul (Joana) of
Whitefish, Mont. Also surviving are
five grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren; a brother, Robert
Miller of Westfield, and a sister,
Ellen Foster (Larry) of Westfield
and State College, Pa. A sister, Sa-
rah Adams, predeceased him in
2006.
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Alfred Formichella, Sr., 88, Veteran;
Longtime SPFHS Teacher and Coach
Alfred Formichella, Sr., 88, of Mir-

ror Lake, N.H. died on Veterans Day,
Tuesday, November 11.

Born in Summit, he was a veteran
of two wars.

Al was a coach and teacher at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School for 24
years, coaching soccer, gymnastics
and golf, and leading his golf team to
New Jersey State Champions in 1976.
He retired from teaching in 1982 and
moved to Mirror Lake.

On August 9, 2008, he and his
loving wife, Marian, celebrated their
65th wedding anniversary.

He graduated from Ithaca College
in New York in 1942 with a Bachelor
of Science degree in Physical Educa-
tion and earned his master’s degree in
administration from Seton Hall Uni-
versity of South Orange.

Al was a bombardier on B-29s dur-
ing World War II and served in Korea
with the New Jersey National Guard,
as a forward observer with the 695th
Artillery Brigade.

A Mason for 50 years, he was a
member of the New Jersey Madison
Masonic Lodge and the Morning Star
Lodge in New Hampshire.

Al was a loving husband and de-
voted father and he will be dearly

missed.
Surviving are his wife, Marian

Formichella; three sons, Alfred
Formichella, Jr., Edward Formichella
and David Formichella, and his grand-
children, Megan and Michael.

A memorial service will be held on
Saturday, November 29, in New
Hampshire.
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Frederick R. Miller

Angelo Bencivenga, 66
Angelo Bencivenga, 66, of

Westfield died on Monday, Novem-
ber 17, at his home.

Born and raised in Liberi Caserta,
Italy, he came to the United States
in 1965, settling in Westfield.

Mr. Bencivenga had been a cus-
todian with the Westfield school
system for 19 years, retiring in 1999.

He was a member of the Westfield
Italian American Club.

Surviving are his wife of 41 years,
Clotilde Natale Bencivenga; three
sons, Ralph Bencivenga, Angelo
Bencivenga, Jr. and Dino Bencivenga;
a sister, Anna Bonaccorso; a brother,
Joseph Bencivenga, and seven grand-
children.

A sister, Maria Petruccelli, pre-
deceased him.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Thursday, November 20, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church of
Westfield. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

Donations in his name may be
made to Atlantic Hospice, 33
Bleeker Street, Millburn, N.J.
07041.
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Fanwood Presbyterian Plans
Activities For Advent Season
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-

byterian Church has announced its
Advent season calendar of events.

The lighting of the Advent candles
will begin on Sunday, November 30,
at the regular 10 a.m. service and will
continue each Sunday and on Christ-
mas Eve.

On Sunday, December 7, the annual
Heifer Sale is scheduled to take place at
about 11 a.m. in Westminster Hall on
Marian Avenue. Each Sunday school
class will vie to sell “shares” in their
animal, including bees, chicks, rabbits,
lambs, llamas, pigs or cows, which
people can purchase as Christmas gifts.

The sale will benefit the Heifer
Project, which gives needy families
around the world animals to raise,
multiply and share with neighbors.

On Sunday, December 14, the Sanc-
tuary Choir will present a Christmas
concert at 7 p.m., featuring Antonio
Vivalde’s “Gloria” and other anthems.
Refreshments will be served after the
concert in the dining room.

There will be two services on Christ-
mas Eve, Wednesday, December 24.

The 5 p.m. family service will include
a “pageant” of the nativity, with the
holy family, shepherds, angels and ani-
mals in costume. A candle-lit commun-
ion service will take place at 11 p.m.

All are welcome to attend any of
these activities. The Fanwood Presby-
terian Church is located at the corner
of Martine and LaGrande Avenues,
and also can be accessed from Marian
Avenue. For more information, call
the church office at (908) 889-8891.

Thrift Shop to Kick Off
Boutique Sale Dec. 2
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1730
East Second Street in Scotch Plains,
will hold its annual Christmas Bou-
tique sale beginning on Tuesday,
December 2, at 10 a.m. Hundreds of
brand new gifts, donated by shop
patrons, will be available. All are in
their original boxes and packaging.

“Black Saturday” will take place at
the shop on November 29, when all
merchandise will be half price. The
shop is open Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and
Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. For more details or directions, call
the shop at (908) 322-5420.

Service League Shops’ Sales
To Benefit Local Charities

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-
vice League Thrift and Consignment
Shops will hold holiday sales on
Saturday, December 6, from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Proceeds from the sales in
both shops are donated to local chari-
ties throughout Union County.

Thousands of holiday gift items
will be available at the thrift shop,
including toys, clothing, bric-a-brac
and decorations. New items will be
available at discounted prices. Shop
racks and shelves will be replen-
ished throughout the day.

The consignment shop, located up-
stairs from the thrift shop, also will
conduct a sale for the holidays. New
clothing and brand labels will be marked
at 75 percent off in the sales area.

A non-profit, volunteer organiza-

tion, the Westfield Service League
serves local communities through-
out Union County. The thrift shop
and consignment shop are located
at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield.

For further information about
these holiday sales, interested indi-
viduals may call the thrift shop at
(908) 233-2530 or the consignment
shop at (908) 232-1223.

Baptist Women Reveal
Christmas Tea Date

SCOTCH PLAINS – The American
Baptist Women of the Scotch Plains
Baptist Church will hold their fifth
annual Christmas Tea, “Celebrating the
Joy of the Season in Song and Dance,”
on Sunday, December 7, at 3:30 p.m.

Dancers from Miss Kim’s School
of Dance will perform to holiday
music, including the “Nutcracker.”
The Scotch Plains Baptist Church
choir will present other Christmas
songs. A formal tea will be held fol-
lowing the performance.

The church is located at 333 Park
Avenue (at the corner of Grand Street).
For more information, call the church
office at (908) 322-5487.
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Miltro A. DeFabio, 73
Miltro A. DeFabio, 73, of Westfield

died on Sunday, November 23, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Monteferrante, Italy, he
came to the United States in 1947,
settling in Cranford. He lived in
Westfield since 1973.

Mr. DeFabio was the owner of J
and M Plumbing in Westfield, a busi-
ness he started in 1971.

Surviving are his wife of 43 years,
Joan Weldon DeFabio; a son, Joseph
DeFabio, and two daughters, Denise
DeFabio and Susan DeFabio.

Funeral services were held yester-
day, Wednesday, November 26, at the
Dooley Colonial Home, 556 Westfield
Avenue in Westfield. Burial took place
at Hollywood Memorial Park in Union.
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Holy Trinity Seniors
Post Holiday Events

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club of Westfield will
travel to the Hunterdon Hills Play-
house on Wednesday, December 3,
for a luncheon and a special Christ-
mas musical. The bus will leave at 10
a.m. from the Knights of Columbus
parking lot on North Avenue in
Westfield.

On Monday, December 8, the club
will meet in the gymnasium of the
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
on First Street in Westfield.

The social hour will start at 12:30
p.m., and will be followed by the
club’s annual Christmas luncheon.
A specially decorated cake, along
with tea and coffee, will be served as
dessert. For reservations, call (732)
388-4367.

Holiday House Tour on Tap
At Reeves-Reed Arboretum
SUMMIT – Tickets are now avail-

able for the Reeves-Reed
Arboretum’s 16th annual Holiday
House Tour, to be held on Thursday,
December 11, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
A buffet luncheon, by reservation
only, will take place at the Beacon
Hill Club from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Chairperson Ann Espy has an-
nounced that the tour will feature four
Summit area homes decorated for the
holidays, including the homes of pro-
fessional decorator Sheila Goldstein
of Anne Goldstein Interiors and inte-
rior designer Pat Walsh Anderson.

The Arboretum’s Wisner House
will showcase tabletop and mantel-
piece decorations contributed by se-
lect local designers, some of which
will be for sale. Also included on
the tour will be the Carter House,
Summit’s oldest home. The
Arboretum’s Garden Shop and the
holiday boutique at Carter House
will be open throughout the tour,
giving guests an opportunity to be-
gin their holiday shopping.

Advance sale tickets for the tour
only are $30 for Arboretum mem-
bers and $35 for non-members. On
the day of the event, tickets will be
available at a cost of $40 each. Bea-
con Hill luncheon tickets are $35.
For tickets and tour information,
call the Arboretum at (908) 273-
8787, extension no. 11, or visit
reeves-reedarboretum.org.

All proceeds will benefit the his-
toric preservation of the arboretum
and support its horticultural and en-
vironmental education programs.

The Reeves-Reed Arboretum is a
non-profit conservancy dedicated
to preserving its 13½-acre historic
estate and gardens and to promot-
ing environmental and horticultural
education for children and adults.

The grounds are open to the pub-
lic, free of charge, 365 days a year
from dawn to dusk. The Wisner
House is open Monday through Fri-
day from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Reeves-
Reed is listed on both the National
and New Jersey Historic Registries.
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Elias Lisman, D.D.S., Pediatric Dentist;
Master Mason and Table Tennis Champ
Elias Lisman, D.D.S. of Westfield

died on Thursday, November 20, at
home. A pediatric dentist in Irvington,
Dr. Lisman began practicing in 1946,
starting his own practice in 1949,
which he maintained until 1987.

Born in Newark, Dr. Lisman had
lived in Irvington and Hillside before
moving to Westfield in 1956.

Dr. Lisman attended New York
University and graduated from the
university’s College of Dentistry in
1942. He was a clinical professor at
the Fairleigh Dickinson University
School of Dentistry from the time of
its opening in 1954 until the time of
its closing, and was a Diplomate of
the American Academy of Pediatric
Dentistry.

He served in the United States Army
from 1942 to 1946, attaining the rank
of major.

Dr. Lisman was a Free Mason for
more than 60 years and was a Master
Mason.

Introduced to table tennis at the age

of 8, he became an avid player of the
game and an active member of the
New Jersey Table Tennis Association
in 1946. He became the state cham-
pion of the over age 70 division in
1989.

In 1993, he won second place at the
Maccabee Games in Israel. He was a
member of the Table Tennis Associa-
tion of Westfield.

Predeceased by his wife, Ruth (née
Shapiro), he is survived by his daugh-
ters, Susan Lisman of North Reading,
Mass. and Sharon Lisman of
Westfield; his sons, Clifford Lisman
of Bernardsville and Joel Lisman of
Ellicott City, Md., and six grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services were held on Sun-
day, November 23, at Temple Emanu-
El of Westfield. Interment followed
at the Cedar Park Cemetery in
Paramus.

Arrangements were by the Menorah
Chapels at Millburn in Union.
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Service to Put Focus
On AIDS Awareness

WESTFIELD – A candlelight
prayer and memorial service will be
held at 7:30 p.m. on World AIDS Day,
Monday, December 1, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church.

All are welcome to attend this re-
membrance service, which also will
educate the public about the pan-
demic. The church is located at First
and Westfield Avenues in Westfield.

Lucille E. Felch, 89, School Secretary;
Served on Christian Academy Board
Lucille E. Felch, 89, died on Sun-

day, November 23, at the Center
For Hope Hospice in Scotch Plains.

Born in Ludington, Mich., she
had lived in Westfield before be-
coming a full-time resident of
Barnegat Light 30 years ago.

Mrs. Felch had been employed as
a school secretary at Grant School
in Westfield prior to retiring in 1978.

She was a member of the
Manahawkin Baptist Church, where
she served on the board of the Light-
house Christian Academy. She also
attended the Terrill Road Baptist
Church in Scotch Plains.

Her husband, Elroy Felch, prede-
ceased her in 1989.

Surviving are her daughter, Betty
Williams, and her husband, Donald,
and three sons, Richard and his wife,
Juanita, Donald and his wife, Karen,
and Douglas and his wife, Susan.

She also is survived by six grand-
children and seven great-grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services will be held at
10:30 a.m. on Saturday, November
29, at the Terrill Road Baptist
Church, 1340 Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains.

Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and
7 to 9 p.m. on Friday, November 28,
at the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Center For Hope
Hospice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076 or to the Light-
house Christian Academy, 400
Beach Avenue, Manahawkin, N.J.
08050. For additional information
or to express condolences, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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