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Westfield, Cranford Residents Voice
Resounding ‘No’ to Cell Tower
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Residents of
Westfield and Cranford on Monday
had their first chance to make comments to the Cranford planning board
regarding the application for a 120foot cell tower proposed for placement at the Cranford Swimming Club
on County Park Drive, which borders
on Westfield. In this yearlong battle,
Westfield and Cranford homeowners
who live adjacent to or near the swim
club have opposed the application to
erect a cell phone tower.
The applicant, SMSA Limited Partnership, composed of Verizon, AT&T
and T-Mobile, seeks use, height and
setback variances to place the monopole and an equipment shelter in a
residential zone at the Cranford Swimming Club.

Austin Habib of Manitou Circle in
Westfield said to the board, “you have
the right to disapprove” the application based on the interests of the
community, adding that the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC)
cannot force the municipality to approve it.
He voiced concerns of the possible
health risks of frequencies the tower
would emit, noting how government
in the past had said certain materials,
such as mercury, were harmless, only
to learn later that they were harmful
to humans. He also said research he
found on the Internet stated that monopoles can reduce a home’s value by
up to 50 percent.
Mark O’Neil of 56 Manitou Circle
said, “for me, it began with the presumption that it is not allowed.” He
said there is “sufficient reason” to not

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader

STORES ON DISPLAY...Ed Menapace of “the farmhouse store” in Westfield on 221
South Avenue East holds a unique piece of art surrounded by the store’s 2008
Christmas decorations and many surprises awaiting holiday shoppers.

DWC Debates Budget,
Mayor’s Dept. Guidelines
By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – On Monday
evening, the board of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) debated its 2009 budget and discussed
whether Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s
guidelines for budget cuts applied to
them. Also discussed were plans for
holiday season promotions.
The mayor has requested that all
town departments and boards create
two budgets for 2009, one with a 5percent spending reduction, the other
with a 10-percent reduction. Funding
for the DWC comes from a tax surcharge applied to properties within
the district. The surcharge is dedicated to operation of the DWC and its
programs.
Board Chairman Dominick Verdic
said, as a property owner, he feels
“most merchants probably would
want to keep promotions up.” Mr.
Verdic also said that reducing DWC
spending would not benefit the bulk
of taxpayers, would likely create extra work for the town government by
forcing them to reduce the surcharge,
and his understanding is that using
the Special Improvement District’s
(SID) fund for other purposes would
be illegal.
The mayor’s designee, Andy
Wasserman, commented that if the
“mindset is to save [the] town money,
then it’s not applicable here.” Frank
Arena, the council liaison to the DWC,
commented that DWC spending
“doesn’t affect [most] taxpayers.” Mr.
Verdic commented further saying that
if cuts are demanded, “the only people
you’re going to hurt are the people
paying the taxes.”
A preliminary budget has been assembled by DWC Executive Director

Sherry Cronin and Board Treasurer
Lee Hale, but they said it was not
sufficiently developed to discuss further at Monday’s meeting.
One topic that was discussed was
the restriction of a current fund balance of just over $188,000 and changing an existing restriction on more
than $46,000 to earmark the funds for
streetscape projects. An actual motion on the change was postponed at
the suggestion of Mr. Hale, who said
acting on the idea prior to comment
by Town Administrator Jim Gildea,
absent because of his birthday, seemed
inappropriate.
Non-budgetary matters discussed
focused on holiday season promotions. Two differences that will be
noticeable to visitors to the downtown are the cancellation of the downtown trolleys, a cost-cutting move
because the trolleys were utilized by
relatively few shoppers, and extension of free parking to the pay lots in
addition to street meters. The free
parking period runs from December
17 through December 28. Time limits
apply to prevent inappropriate usage.
A newly developed program,
“Miracle on Elm Street,” offers $1,000
in prizes to be randomly awarded to
entrants who offer their top three reasons of why they love downtown
Westfield. The reasons will likely be
used in future testimonial-based advertising. Five prizes are to be awarded
and range from $50 to $500, consisting of gifts, dining and parking cards/
tokens. Contest entries may be submitted from Thanksgiving to New
Year’s Day at a special mailbox
erected at the former Wachovia Bank
building at Elm and East Broad
Streets.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

approve the application. He called
the board’s imminent decision a “balancing test” of legality and the community perspective.
He said a realtor said to him recently that a couple heard about the
cell tower case and dropped out of
looking at a home in the area. “It’s
perception. It affects the value of
everyone’s house.”
Mr. O’Neil said, “It’s not a constitutional issue,” adding, “we have land
lines for phones, cable lines for
phones. Certainly cell phone service
doesn’t rise to the level of need of a
water line or electrical line.”
“Look at how many people are
against this application. The majority
should weigh on your minds,” he said.
He called the tower an “eyesore.”
Mr. O’Neil said if the cell tower
was approved, the swim club would
be changing its use to a commercial
property by renting its space and profiting off of the lease. “At the end of
the day, it is fundamentally unfair,”
he said.
Paul Fuller of Cranford reiterated
Mr. O’Neil’s statement, saying this
application is not a variance but a
rezoning issue.
“We are looking to you guys to
help us stop this,” he said. “It’s a
bottom line majority issue...You
haven’t shown it’s beneficial to the
neighborhood.”
Myron Kesselhaut of 44 Manitou
Circle lives the closest to the proposed location of the tower and said
he bought his home 40 years ago
because he had a “pristine property.”
He said if the tower goes up it would
be 14 feet from his yard where his
grandchildren play and would impinge on his view. “I want my grandchildren to play with no problems,”
he said. “I want to enjoy my final days
there.”
Charles Rauch of 20 Manitou Circle
cited visual and noise pollution and
lowered property values as the impact to the neighborhood surrounding the tower site. The rapid improvements in technology and how technological devices have been made
smaller for the same or more use are
proven, he said, adding that the same
could happen to how cell phone service is provided.
Frank Krause of Cranford said one
variance was “overlooked,” citing the
tower site is 15 feet from county
parklands, where 50 feet is required.
Andrea Bergman of 40 Nomahegan
Court in Cranford said the board
should vote no, “if you on the board
truly represent the residents of
Cranford and not the big money interest.”
“Please say no. It’s the right thing
to do,” said Mary Valanzano of
Nomahegan Court.
Prior to resident comments,
Michael Shuvart, a resident of
Manatoa Circle in Westfield, was recalled to the stand. He testified about
advertisements he saw for the three
cell phone carriers and how each of
their websites has a user option to
type in an address to see the result of
coverage in the area. He said all three
carriers showed sufficient coverage
in the proposed cell site location.
The applicant’s attorney, Gregory
Meese, stated that footnotes on the
ads said maps produced may include
no service areas, limited or no coverage areas and does not guarantee service, coverage and availability.
John Schmidt, the attorney representing the residents opposed to the
application, said the maps stated that
they showed the strongest coverage
numbers resulting in good or better
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By PAUL J. PEYTON

ALL-ABLAZE...A vacant home on North Avenue across from Charlie Brown’s
restaurant spews flames from its attic last Sunday. See story at right and more
photos at goleader.com.

Area Stores Working to Increase
Holiday Sales in Sluggish Economy
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – The true effect of the
current economic woes on holiday
sales won’t be known for a few weeks,
but a survey of area proprietors indicates that many are working
proactively to make this a good holiday season for both customers and
businesses alike.
Naomi McElynn, president of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, said if people decide to shop
locally to conserve gas, it serves as a
“reminder” that all shopping needs
can be met in downtown Westfield.
“Our local businesses need you to
support them in this holiday season,”
she continued; “There is no need to
head to a nearby mall. Our shops have
everything you need, from practical
to whimsical, and if you need help
locating an item or shop, please contact the chamber of commerce at
westfieldareachamber.com.
Ms. McElynn said the town would
try to increase foot traffic by holding
a “downtown Santa” event in which a
number of area merchants have agreed
to participate to pay for Santa to provide goodies for children.
The event, to take place Saturday,
December 13, will feature Santa greeting children outside the old Tarpley
space from 2 until 5 p.m. Windows
will be decorated, and signage will be
placed to drum up a festive atmosphere.
In addition, the Westfield Tree
Lighting, to be held this Sunday, will
be carried live on News12 for the first
time ever.
“It gives us the opportunity for our
community to shine,” Ms. McElynn
said.
Jeff Stein of Incentives USA in
Scotch Plains said, “There are great
products and services right here in
Scotch Plains. Businesses can get creative and compete with the big box
stores out on the highway. The key is
to differentiate and use effective marketing to reach customers. When you
shop locally, the merchants get to
know you by name, are accommodating, have a smile and a kind word.
Little Shop of Comics, a long time
store in Scotch Plains, eight months
ago moved to a more visible location
on Park Avenue. They invested by
expanding their wares and enhancing
their in-store look. “We are pleasantly surprised with the newfound
traffic,” said proprietor Steve Olsen.
“It’s like being old and new again.”
Steve and his wife, Lena, have a variety of items to interest customers for
the holidays and are ardently seeking
to let them know with post cards, emails, advertising and storefront displays.
Mr. Stein notes that Scotch Plains
has one advantage in that 30,000 cars

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT...Denise Jackson of Williams Nursery on Springfield Avenue
in Westfield shows off a festive wreath in front of the Christmas backdrop. The longstanding family business is ready with many traditional items for holiday shoppers.

pass by everyday on Park Avenue. He
predicts for the holiday season: “All
of the financial analysts are going to
be surprised. It’s going to be Christmas as usual. There are so many positives to shop locally. The best thing is
that you don’t have to stand in a long
line, and the convenience just can’t
be beat.”
The Gift House at Williams Nursery, located at 524 Springfield Avenue in Westfield, has been transformed into a holiday wonderland.
The show room is filled with all things
Christmas, from wreaths to angels to
ornaments, while the gardens and
greenhouses are packed with poinsettias and Christmas trees.
“The weekend of December 5 to 7
is ‘Trees for Troops’ weekend,” explained owner Dave Williams. Customers can purchase a live Christmas
tree, add a message, and FEDEX will
deliver it to United States troops. Trees
for troops may also be ordered online
through Williams’s website, williamsnursery.com.
This holiday season, Williams
Nursery is also featuring a special
Rutgers Football Ornament for $30.
Ten percent of the sale of the ornament will be donated to the Rutgers
Gardens. In addition, Williams Nursery is brightening its holiday ambience by lighting the gardens with
“green” LED bulbs.
Kurt Christoffers of Christoffers
Flowers & Gifts, located at 860 Mountain Avenue in Mountainside, purchased inventory that is“conservative
in price but still has a unique quality
to it.” The store offers items from
floral arrangements to home furnishings to silk flowers, old-fashioned

ornaments and hostess gifts.
“We are certainly encouraged that
customers have responded to the products we brought in, and there doesn’t
seem to be resistance to the more
expensive products,” he said. Mr.
Christoffers also said the store has a
tradition of making sure its customers are not only happy with their
purchases but with the presentation
of the gifts as well.
“We gift-wrap everything, so it
makes a nice presentation,” he said,
noting the store’s professional staff
are not just sales staff, but “consultants” who want customers to be “exCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Family Remembers
Robert Villane
WESTFIELD – Robert Villane, a
fourth generation Westfielder who
passed away on November 6, 2006,
was remembered during a service this
November 6 at the bandstand in
Mindowaskin Park. As a brother,
uncle, nephew and son, he was honored with the donation of a mahogany
and iron bench by his family through
the Friends of Mindowaskin.
Nearly 75 family members and
friends were in attendance as the
Villanes announced they were working with NAMI (National Alliance on
Mental Illness) and the Michael’s
Journals Foundation to further the
awareness and sensitivity towards
mental illness in Union County.
For more information on the organizations, e-mail NAMI at
nami.union.nj@nami.org or The
Friends of Mindowaskin at
mindowaskin@verizon.net.

Morning Fire Rips Through
Vacant Scotch Plains Home
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

HAPPY THANKSGIVING PARADE…Retired Macy’s executive and Westfield resident Lenore Scurry received the
Distinguished Service Award at the 42nd Annual Captains Awards Dinner, on November 10, for her 38 years of service with
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. Ms. Scurry started as a clown and now heads the parade’s clown committee,
coordinating over 800 clowns – getting them dressed and prepared, starting at 5:30 a.m. She has enlisted several young
people from the area over the years to help with the parade. Pictured, left to right, are: alligator clown and Ms. Scurry.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Firefighters
from five towns battled a North Avenue house fire on Sunday morning.
The blaze was extinguished in 90
minutes.
Township Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the fire began at 9:34 a.m.
in a wall-based light switch on the
first floor and spread through the space
between the wall and roof, engulfing
the second floor in the process. He
said the fire was not suspicious in
nature.
Chief Ellis said when firefighters
arrived on the scene, heavy smoke
was coming from the single-family
home, but no flames were evident

at first.
“The house was vacant. The tenants moved out about a week ago,”
Chief Ellis said. He said the homeowner had been cleaning the home on
Saturday night and that the electricity
was still connected.
“There was heavy damage to both
floors,” Chief Ellis said, adding that
the electricity and water have since
been shut off.
Nearly three-dozen firefighters
from Scotch Plains, Westfield,
Springfield, Summit and Cranford
were on the scene. One Westfield
firefighter sustained an injury when
a nail from debris punctured the side
of his boot. He was treated and released from Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

IN MEMORY…Robert Villane’s memory is honored in a ceremony at
Mindowaskin Park with the family’s donation of a beautiful bench. Pictured, left
to right, are: Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Michael Villane, Don Villane,
David Villane and William Villane, Jr.
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Westfield Community Rallies
To Help Sick 5-Year-old Boy
By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HELPING HAND...Tony Valles, president of Westfield UNICO, hands a check
to Jeff Christakos, right, president of Westfield Wealth Management, as a
donation to the Will Kehler Fund. Over the years, Westfield UNICO has donated
over $250,000 to worthy local associations and students.

Scotch Plains TV Honored
With Programming Awards
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Alliance
for Community Media (ACM), a national
nonprofit organization representing more
than 3,000 community access television
channels, recently awarded Scotch Plains
Television its 2008 Hometown Video
Award for Excellence in Public, Educational and Government Access Programming.
“We’re fortunate to have the support of
the community,” station manager William
McMeekan told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times this week. He paid tribute
to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
student volunteers, who “worked really
hard” and “are really vested in the channel,”
which is available on channel 34 for Comcast
customers and channel 22 for Verizon Fios
users. The students, he said, “are involved
in every aspect” of the channel’s operations, which, he said, “is unusual for any
channel and also kind of neat.”
At the township council’s meeting earlier this month, when ACM’s plaque of
recognition was presented to the council
for display in the municipal building,
several residents — including some of
those high school students — thanked
Mr. McMeekan for the opportunity to be
involved with the station’s operations,
which include televising council meetings, high school sporting events and
youth baseball games, the monthly
“Raider News” program originating from
the high school, community events such
as the Memorial Day Parade and a variety
of feature programming.
Mike Dempsey, president of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball Asso-

ciation, thanked Mr. McMeekan for televising some of the league’s games this
past summer. Station volunteer George
Gowen, a few decades removed from
high school, called Mr. McMeekan “the
pied piper” of Scotch Plains Television.
Mr. McMeekan said the station did
“great, solid production work” in the past
few years on such events as the Union
County MusicFest in Nomahegan Park,
the early morning fire that destroyed the
Charlie Brown’s in early 2007 and the
recording of a new album by Scotch Plains
native Pat DiNizio, the leader of the
Smithereens rock group.
In addition to the award for overall
excellence, Scotch Plains Television was
given 2008 Hometown Video Awards for
“Best Local Performance Coverage” and
“Best Government Activities Production”
for its 2007 MusicFest coverage, which
was done with a crew of 30 over a 10-hour
period. Two years ago, the station received Hometown Video Awards for its
documentary, which is still replayed on
the station, on the Union County Fire
Academy and for its coverage of President George W. Bush’s 2005 visit to
Westfield.
Mr. McMeekan, who teaches English
at the high school, told The Times that he
feels the station is “finally settling in”
after the past few years when formal
control of the station’s operations switched
back and forth between the municipal
government and the high school. The
local government is now responsible for
the station’s operations, and Mr.
McMeekan’s position, which he assumed
last April, is a part-time post funded by
the municipal government.

ONE SWAT…Vinny Turturiello made a hole-in-one at the 11th hole at
Shackamaxon Country Club on October 27 during the 23rd Annual Scotch Plains
PBA Golf Classic. He is presented a set of Taylor Made irons provided by Ellen
Ramer of Martin Jeweler’s in Cranford. Pictured, from left to right, are: Sgt. Jeff
Briel, Sgt. Ted Conley, Ellen Ramer, Mr. Turturiello and Chief Brian Mahoney.

WESTFIELD — It may seem hard
not to feel disheartened in a world
where the economy is at an all-time low
and unemployment is high.
Yet in the very same town, a cancerstricken little boy seems to be bringing
out the best in the countless lives his
story has touched.
Some don’t even know Wil Kehler, a
5-year-old diagnosed with Osteosarcoma, a rare bone cancer in his left
femur. All they know is they want to
help in any way they can.
“Within hours of his diagnosis that
very first day, people have just been
bending over backwards,” said Lane
Kehler, Wil’s mother. “It pretty much
leaves us speechless...It’s almost like
there’s nothing we could probably ever
do to thank people enough.”
Wil is a triplet, so Mrs. Kehler and
her husband, Doug, a special-education teacher at Westfield High School,
have been dividing their time between
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New York City and caring for
Wil’s siblings, Laurajane and Jackson,
at home.
Wil recently underwent an eighthour Rotationplasty, a combination of
limb-salvage surgery and amputation.
He will endure 12 more weeks of chemotherapy and will need extensive
physical therapy. His new prosthetic

BANDING TOGETHER...Mark Pender, Richie “LaBamba” Rosenberg and
Glenn Alexander of the Mark Pender Band, who will perform at the Wil Kehler
benefit dinner, stand alongside Craig Stock, right, who helped organize the event
to be held at Temple Emanu-El on November 29.

will also require future changes to allow for growth.
The family is hopeful he will one day
play sports again, but the road ahead is
long and expensive. The community
seems determined to help the family
traverse it as the Kehlers received numerous offers of assistance with
babysitting, pet care and leaf-raking.
So many people volunteered to send
meals that Mrs. Kehler’s sister, Vicki
Spurr, and friend, Joan Fox, needed to
organize a schedule online.
“We’re already booked for dinners
through January,” Mrs. Spurr said.
A
Wil
Kehler
Fund,
wilkehlerfund.com, was established and
is managed by a neighbor, Jeffrey
Christakos, at Westfield Wealth Management.
Mr. Christakos said he receives
checks accompanied by touching notes

Cranford Cell Tower
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

coverage.
Mr. Schmidt then called four residents to testify on behalf on their own
call test, of which they made a handful of calls from various places in the
area in question to research the reliability of the cell phone service. Mr.
Meese objected to each person’s testimony saying it is not relevant and
does not stand up in court.
All but one phone call was noted as
going through and not being dropped.
Later, Glenn Pierson, a radio frequency expert for the applicant, was
called to redirect comments on this
data. He said of 16 of the calls he
looked at, all but three were in the
existing coverage area on the Verizon
map that showed good coverage.
Norman Albert, an attorney representing the County of Union, called
Victor Vinagra of Harbor Consultants as a planning expert to testify on
the effect the tower has on the county
parkland at Lenape Park. Mr. Vinagra
presented a PowerPoint display of
photographs he took of the park and
the views from the tower site into the
yards of the neighboring homes, and
a trail system map. He said the view
from the homes would see the base of
the tower and 10 feet above it.
The trail connects Echo Lake Park
with Nomahegan Park and extends
behind the swim club. It is part of the

Union County Greenway, which is
part of the New Jersey Greenway. Mr.
Vinagra said the county is commissioning to expand the greenway. The
tower affects the long range planning
the county has for its park system, he
said. The visual effects the tower
would have from the greenway would
have a “negative impact on the county
park system,” he said. This sentiment
was shared by the Rahway River Parkway Historic District in a letter, he
said. He said the tree buffer was not
good year-round and the height of the
tower extends above the tree line,
which he said is about 70 to 80 feet.
He said the applicant has failed to
make a case to approve the tower
placement and it does no meet the
zone plan. “Not being able to negotiate a deal with other property owners
is not a reason to grant the application,” Mr. Vinagra told the board.
He said just because Lenape Park
cannot be developed for residential
use does not mean it cannot be developed for park activities. He said the
fact that the tower’s proposed site
abuts 270 acres of open space “pushes
the impact” a monopole would have
on the area and “does not negate the
impact.”
The next board meeting on the cell
tower will be held Monday, December 8, at 8:15 p.m.

CHOPPER 5…Students pictured here patiently waited to get a peek inside the
National Guard helicopter that landed at Washington School as part of Red
Ribbon Week.

on a daily basis. He spoke of one anonymous donor who agreed to match every
donation up to $10,000.
Mrs. Kehler said a friend ran the New
York Marathon on Wil’s behalf, raised
$16,000 and sent him her medal.
Even local children are doing their
part by setting up lemonade stands,
participating in walkathons or donating their allowance money.
Mary Boland and the Westfield Junior Woman’s Club sponsored a “Chores
for Charity” fundraiser. It encouraged
children from local public and private
schools and organizations like the
Westfield “Y” to do a few extra chores
and donate their earnings to Wil.
“Some kids gave their bags of change,
and then their parents wrote out a check
for more,” Mrs. Boland said.
The venture raised $9,000, and Mrs.
Boland said her phone has been “ringing off the hook” with people looking
for ways to help.
The JWC additionally hosted a bowling benefit last Saturday, November 22
at Garwood Lanes.
So far, the biggest fundraiser is the
benefit dinner sponsored by the
Westfield Jaycees on Saturday, November 29, at Temple Emanu-El at 7
p.m. It will feature the Mark Pender
Band, whose members are from the
Max Weinberg 7 on “Late Night with
Conan O’Brien,” the Asbury Jukes and
Bruce Springsteen’s Seeger Sessions

LINCOLN AS LINCOLN…Lincoln
School in Westfield paid tribute to the
school’s namesake by donning top hats
and “beards” on Halloween. Pictured,
leading the costume parade is principal Audrey Zavetz with a tie-dyed Lincoln School T-shirt.

DWC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Also, photos with Santa and Mrs.
Claus are being offered free with a
donation of two cans of food at Lord
& Taylor from 1 to 7 p.m. on Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday of Thanksgiving weekend. Carolers, Alphorns, and
Bagpipers will be playing in downtown, usually on Saturdays during
December.

Chertoff to Speak
At Kean, December 4
UNION – United States Secretary of
Homeland Security Michael Chertoff
will address the state of the nation’s
homeland security and preparedness,
as well as the challenges that lie ahead
for President-elect Barack Obama’s new
administration, on Thursday, December 4, at 9 a.m. in Kean University’s
Wilkins Theatre, located at 1000 Morris Avenue in Union.
Secretary Chertoff, an Elizabeth native, has served as the nation’s chief
security officer since 2005 and has overseen a massive reorganization of the
department, which employs more than
90,000 people with responsibilities
ranging from national security to border patrol to disaster response. He will
leave office when the new Obama administration takes over in January 2009.
The address is free and open to the
public. Advanced registration is required. Please call (908) 737-7001 or
e-mail iklein@kean.edu.

band.
The fundraiser was conceived by
Craig Stock, Paul Harbaugh and
Michael Kenny, the temple’s building
supervisor. Mr. Stock reported tickets
sold out within two weeks through
word of mouth that “spread like wildfire” and raised more than $20,000.
“I’ve been in town my whole life, and
what makes Westfield so strong is the
people,” Mr. Stock said. “Yes, maybe
they have a little bit more income…but
it’s not that so much as the caring and
coming forward to help.”
“We actually have two fundraisers
that weekend — Wil’s and one for
Tourette Syndrome 12 hours later,” said
Mr. Kenny. “So many people are coming, it’s mind boggling… Words can’t
express.”
Doug’s brother, Glen Kehler, a longtime resident also involved with the
event, said, “This just proves it, one
more time again, what a tremendous
community this is.”
Mr. Harbaugh said the families on
Wil’s rugby team have chipped in to
hire a nurse so Mr. and Mrs. Kehler can
attend the dinner.
He discussed the silent and live auctions, featuring state Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, a Westfield resident, as auctioneer.
Auctioned items include trips to
Hawaii and England, fashion show tickets, an overnight stay at the Ritz-Carlton
and sports outings, including tickets for
the Giants, Jets and a luxury box for the
Rangers.
Mrs. Spurr said the auctions will
also include local components such as
dinners at restaurants and a “shopping
day” downtown.
Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins
spoke about the benefit at a recent town
meeting and distributed “Wilpower”
fundraising bracelets (available through
Mrs. Spurr at sspurr@comcast.net).
“The local merchants have been really good, bless them, with this
economy,” Ms. Kimmins said. “It’s hard
to ask anyone to give at this time when
everyone is hurting, but the businesses,
the residents…it’s been amazing.”
Future fundraisers include a wine
tasting and golf outing.
Mrs. Kehler reported that Wil
struggles with some pain as well as
mouth sores from the chemo, which
they manage with medication.
“We talk in ‘holidays’ to explain
time,” she said. “He knows he’ll be able
to walk again after Christmas and feel
a lot better by Easter.”
And while the Kehlers hope Wil’s
young age may help him forget some of
the suffering, one thing they always
want him to remember is this outpouring of caring.

“The Tough
Get Going”
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Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OFF TO UNTERMANN FIELD…Dozens of Raider football parents board two
school buses in front of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School to make the trip to
Newark for a make-up game with Shabazz. SP-F returned with a 43-21 victory.
The date of the game was changed as a result of shootings in Newark. The athletes
and fans from both sides were happy to see each other and to compete in the game.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Saturday, November 15, Michael
Defazio, 23, of Westfield was arrested
on drunken driving and other charges
near the 1600 block of Central Avenue,
after allegedly striking two parked vehicles and failing to stop.
Police stopped Defazio after receiving a report of an accident and a description of the vehicle involved. Defazio’s
vehicle showed heavy damage to its
front and rear, authorities said.
According to police, Defazio was
charged with reckless driving and leaving the scene of an accident, in addition
to drunken driving. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters and
later released pending a court date.
Friday, November 21, police arrested
Luciano Matailo-Chimbo, 47, of Elizabeth while conducting a traffic stop in
the area of South Avenue, East, and
Livingston Place, after a further investigation revealed an active traffic warrant
from Elizabeth. He was transported to
the Westfield Police Department, processed and released after posting the
$150 bail.
Mountainside
Wednesday, November 19, an employee of a Globe Avenue business reported that someone had urinated on the
driver’s side door handle of his vehicle.
According to police, after a brief investigation another employee admitted to
urinating in a cup and then pouring it on
the door handle stating that he did not
get along with the victim. The suspect
was asked to leave the premises by
management and officers stayed on the
scene until he did so, authorities said.
Friday, November 21, Romaine X.
Taylor, 42, of Iselin was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 East. He was transported to
headquarters where he was processed
and released.
Saturday, November 22, Bryan H.
Jacob, 21, of Scotch Plains was arrested
and charged with driving with a suspended license, possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of suspected
heroin after a motor vehicle stop on
New Providence Road. According to
police, he was transported to headquarters where he was processed and released.
Saturday, November 22, Ludney J.
Jean-Baptiste, 25, of Irvington was arrested and charged for driving with a
suspended license after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22 West. According to police, she was processed and
released.
Sunday, November 23, Joanne E.
Perez, 24, of Jersey City was arrested
and charged with driving with a suspended license after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22 West. She was transported to headquarters where she was

processed and released.
Fanwood
Tuesday, November 18, a 17-year old
juvenile from Perth Amboy was arrested
for outstanding warrants out of
Woodbridge and Carteret. He was processed and turned over to a responsible
family member after posting bail.
Thursday, November 20, Amos E.
Enaeosi, 42, of Piscataway was arrested
on an outstanding Plainfield warrant
after a field investigation. He was processed and released after posting bail.
Thursday, November 20, Jose J.
Alvenan-Perez, 26, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged for providing police with false information after being
charged with numerous motor vehicle
violations. He was transported to headquarters where a family member was
able to provide police with positive
identification at which time he was
released, authorities said.
Friday, November 21, a resident of
Westfield Road reported that his motorized Razor scooter valued at $40 was
stolen from the front of a residence on
Oakwood Court while he was inside the
house.
Saturday, November 22, James E.
Graham, 43, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding South Plainfield warrant after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue. He posted bail and was released.
Scotch Plains
Friday, November 21, Tashuan Boyd,
23, of East Orange was arrested for
contempt of court for multiple outstanding warrants and obstruction of justice
after a motor vehicle stop.
Friday, November 21, Paige Horn,
41, of South Plainfield was arrested for
contempt of court after a motor vehicle
stop.
Friday, November 21, Sammie Doss,
64, of Rahway was arrested for contempt of court after a motor vehicle
stop.
Friday, November 21, Jigar Patel, 26,
of Edison was arrested for contempt of
court after a motor vehicle stop.
Friday, November 21, Jasmeen Bullock, 20, of Newark was arrested for
contempt of court after a criminal investigation.
Saturday, November 22, Hector
Freire, 31, of Jersey City was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after a motor vehicle stop.
Saturday, November 22, Mark
Riccardi, 20, of Piscataway was arrested
and charged with possession of a controlled dangerous substance after a motor vehicle stop.
Sunday, November 23, the fire department responded to a fire on North
Avenue caused by electrical problems.
Sunday, November 23, police responded to a fight on Park Avenue. No
injuries were reported.

Holiday Shopping
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cited” by their purchases. “We have a
very loyal clientele.”
Mr. Christoffers, whose wife Fiona
also works in the business, said the
store, established in 1976, by his
mother, Ruth Christoffers, is open
everyday except Sunday.
At the farmhouse store, located at
221 North Avenue, East, in Westfield,
owner Ed Menapace is offering a special line of gifts that are $10 and under.
“We will still offer our high-end
merchandise,” he said, “but we will
also have some more reasonably
priced items for our customers who
have to purchase for a lot of people.”
As for décor, Mr. Menapace has
dressed his store in a winter theme, as
opposed to emphasizing one particular holiday, like Christmas. Adorning
his front window is a 10 foot by 14
foot “Works Progress Administration” (WPA) painting of a lone ice
skater. “I believe it is a fitting tribute
to display a WPA painting during this
horrible recession,” Mr. Menapace
explained.
At The Bath Connection, located at
44 South Martine Avenue in Fanwood,
customers are appreciated all year long,
not just during the holiday season,
noted proprietor Ralph Yeager. “We
cater to our customers’ needs by offering a range of prices,” said Mr. Yeager,
of his mainstay tubs, sinks, toilets and
faucets. “We are a neighborhood store.
That’s what we do.”
And while a bath store may not be
the first place that comes to mind
when one thinks of shopping for the
holidays, Bath Connection offers
many functional as well as decorative
items that can be given as holiday
gifts. Some of the items on display in
its showroom include lotion dispensers, candles, tissue box holders and
plates.
At Peterson’s Wines Unlimited,
1120 South Avenue in Westfield, its

goal is to help customers maximize
their holiday experience by choosing
the best wines. Wine manager Glenn
Allen explained that Peterson’s would
be offering holiday wine tastings
throughout the month of December.
“The wines will be diverse,” he said.
Noting the differences in food
served between Christmas and Hanukkah, Mr. Allen mentioned that
different wines are needed for different holidays. “We will feature wines
that go well with turkey, with roast
beef and with ham,” he said.
Peterson’s will also be marketing
wine suggestions to its customers by
e-mail this holiday season.
Sherry Cronin, executive director
of the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC), said “All of us are working hard to ensure that Westfield is a
preferred shopping destination especially during this holiday season.”
Specifically, the DWC is sponsoring Dickens carolers, bagpipers,
alphorns, women’s barbershop quartet and a Photos with Santa event, as
well as developing a new “Miracle on
Elm Street” shopping spree contest
this year to attract shoppers and diners to downtown Westfield.
“Many of our campaigns have been
emphasizing the importance of supporting local businesses, especially
in this tough economy,” Ms. Cronin
said. “The DWC also has published
the annual ‘Welcome Home to
Westfield brochure,’ listing over 90
holiday events throughout town.”
She said many retailers have promotional campaigns with coupon offerings and discounts.
“We have definitely seen an increase
this season in the number of promotions submitted by our retailers to the
DWC website, WestfieldToday.com,
and for inclusion in our monthly enewsletters as well.”
Paul Peyton contributed to this story.
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
Hears Update on NJ Ed. Initiative
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During
Thursday’s meeting of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes presented an update on the
State Department of Education’s
“Transforming Secondary Education
in New Jersey” initiative.
Ms. Hayes said the impetus behind
the program is a belief by the state
that changes in society and the job
market will require students to have a
certain skill set. To that end, the state
is proposing a more “rigorous” secondary education plan.
“[The state’s] feeling is we need to
up the stakes in high school,” Ms.
Hayes said.
According to Ms. Hayes, in many

areas of the state’s curriculum proposals the district is on par with the
recommendations. Scotch PlainsFanwood already requires 120 credits for graduation (which the state is
proposing) and in many subject areas
the district meets or exceeds the state’s
plan.
“We’re pretty much in a good place
relative to what they’re expecting,”
Mr. Hayes said.
One of the major changes the state
proposes is requiring all students to
take algebra I and II, geometry, biology, chemistry and a 2.5-credit course
in economics. Students would also
take five credits in a foreign language
followed by a proficiency assessment.
The state also seeks to integrate testing in algebra I and II, biology, geometry, language arts and literacy and a

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ALL ABLAZE...The vacant home (pictured) on North Avenue across from
Charlie Brown’s restaurant is spewing flames from the attic last Sunday. See story
on this page and more photos at goleader.com.

Morning Fire Rips Through
Vacant Scotch Plains Home
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Firefighters
from five towns battled a North Avenue house fire on Sunday morning.
The blaze was extinguished in 90
minutes.
Township Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the fire began at 9:34 a.m.
in a wall-based light switch on the
first floor and spread through the space
between the wall and roof, engulfing
the second floor in the process. He
said the fire was not suspicious in
nature.
Chief Ellis said when firefighters
arrived on the scene, heavy smoke
was coming from the single-family
home, but no flames were evident

at first.
“The house was vacant. The tenants moved out about a week ago,”
Chief Ellis said. He said the homeowner had been cleaning the home on
Saturday night and that the electricity
was still connected.
“There was heavy damage to both
floors,” Chief Ellis said, adding that
the electricity and water have since
been shut off.
Some 30 firefighters from Scotch
Plains, Westfield, Springfield, Summit and Cranford were on the scene.
One Westfield firefighter sustained
an injury when a nail from debris
punctured the side of his boot. He
was treated and released from Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Coronato to Remain Active
On Afford. Housing Issues
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With her
tenure on the township council winding down after eight years, Councilwoman Paulette Coronato says she is
hoping to remain on the planning
board—where she’s served since the
mid-1980s —so she can continue to
work on Scotch Plains’ affordable
housing obligations that she says
threaten to “change the suburbs into
mini-urban areas.”
Mrs. Coronato’s second four-year
term on the council ends next month,
and she told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times that, “I saw my whole
journey as being an advocate for the
community and for the residents”
dating back to her work in the 1980’s
first as a community activist fighting
the state’s Mt. Laurel affordable housing mandates and then as a new mem-

ber of the planning board.
Mrs. Coronato ran unsuccessfully
for the council in 1998 before winning her first term in 2000 with 58
percent of the vote and being reelected in 2004 with 53 percent. She
says she has no regrets at not seeking
a third term.
“Eight years on the council was
plenty of time to do the things I thought
were necessary for Scotch Plains,”
she said. “After eight years, it’s time
for new blood with fresh ideas. After
eight years, you can feel a little stale
in your thinking.” Mrs. Coronato’s
council seat will be filled by Republican Mary DePaola, who was elected
earlier this month.
Looking back on her eight years on
the governing body, Mrs. Coronato
said that when she ran in 1998 and
then in 2000, “The main thing we
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

second science course. Another aspect of the plan includes a careerfocused mentoring program for students beginning in sixth grade.
Although board members said they
agree with the intention behind the
state’s proposal, they also expressed
concern over the practical implementation of the plan, particularly when
many districts are facing financial
difficulties. There is also concern
about the impact these proposed
changes could have on special needs
children.
“We’re moving as a district in a
direction of exploring options to
evolve,” Board President Trip
Whitehouse said. “I don’t know if
this is necessarily the preferred blue
print.”
Ms. Hayes said there is no specific
timetable for the implementation of
any of the state’s proposed changes
since the plan is still being discussed
by the Department of Education.
“Some of these things are still in
flux at the state department level,”
Ms. Hayes said.
In other business, the board heard
the 2007-2008 audit report from Heidi
Wohlleb, a representative from
Nisivoccia and Company, an accounting firm located in Mount Arlington.
Ms. Wohlleb said the district is “in
very good condition financially” but
did make a few suggestions to the
board. These recommendations include reorganizations to the district’s
capital project and fixed asset records
and reorganization of the student activities account. Overall, Ms. Wohlleb
said the district is well run.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Wish Trees Help Needy
SCOTCH PLAINS - The townships of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
will again be having the Wish Trees
this year. As the volunteers involved
with this find this to be an important
social service program, so do the donors who have so generously been
able to make things a little easier for
those in need. The trees will be located in Scotch Plains Town Hall,
Scotch Plains Public Library,
Fanwood Boro Hall and the Goddard
School on South Ave. in Fanwood
starting on December 1 until December 18, 2008.
You may pick a gift tag for an item/
items from the tree, purchase the item
and return to Scotch Plains Tax
Assessor’s office, Rm. 122, Scotch
Plains. Gift distribution will be on
December 19, 2008. Contact Marie
Davis, (908) 322-6700, extension 1204, for information.

FSP Rotary Links
Students to Business
SCOTCH PLAINS – Rotarians
from the Fanwood-Scotch Plains club
welcomed Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School students into their businesses and organizations on November 19 through its “Linking Leaders”
program.
The students, members of the Future Business Leaders of America,
experienced first-hand the inner details and hard work required to serve
the public. Joe Franzone of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district selected the students and matched them
with the professionals.
Rotary members annually provide
students with this experience followed
by lunch to share what they learned.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club meets each Wednesday at
12:15 p.m. for lunch at Snuffy’s
Pantagis Renaissance in Scotch
Plains. Guests are welcome. For more
information, call Michael Dietrich at
(908) 789-3175, or e-mail
michael.dietrich@ubs.com.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING PARADE…Retired Macy’s executive and Westfield resident Lenore Scurry received the
Distinguished Service Award at the 42nd Annual Captains Awards Dinner, on November 10, for her 38 years of service with
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. Ms. Scurry started as a clown and now heads the parade’s clown committee,
coordinating over 800 clowns – getting them dressed and prepared, starting at 5:30 a.m. She has enlisted several young people
from the area over the years to help with the parade. Pictured, left to right, are: alligator clown and Ms. Scurry.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

A MESSAGE OF THANKS…A capacity crowd of 286 worshipers gathered at Fanwood Presbyterian Church on Monday
as the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ministerial Association, which covers all denominations and is represented by all rabbis,
priests and ministers in the area, presented its annual Thanksgiving service. The event rotates each year to a different house
of worship. The choir from Temple Sholom, located at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church, teamed with the church’s choir
to sing Psalm 150. Reverend Kelmo Porter, senior pastor of St. John’s Baptist Church in Scotch Plains, delivered the
Thanksgiving address, with a theme of thankfulness that covered all aspects of religion.

Area Stores Working to Increase
Holiday Sales in Sluggish Economy
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – The true effect of the
current economic woes on holiday
sales won’t be known for a few weeks,
but a survey of area proprietors indicates that many are working
proactively to make this a good holiday season for both customers and
businesses alike.
Jeff Stein of Incentives USA in
Scotch Plains, said, “There are great
products and services right here in
Scotch Plains. Businesses can get creative and compete with the big box
stores out on the highway. The key is
to differentiate, and use effective
marketing to reach customers. When
you shop locally, the merchants get to
know you by name, are accommodating, have a smile and a kind word.
Little Shop of Comics, a long-time
store in Scotch Plains, eight months
ago moved to a more visible location
on Park Avenue. They invested by
expanding their wares and enhancing
their in-store look. “We are pleasantly surprised with the newfound
traffic,” said proprietor Steve Olsen.
“It’s like being old and new again.”
Steve and his wife, Lena, said they
have a variety of items to interest
customers for the holidays and are
ardently seeking to let them know
with post cards, e-mails, advertising
and storefront displays.
Mr. Stein said that Scotch Plains
has one advantage in that 30,000 cars
pass by everyday on Park Avenue. He
predicts for the holiday season: “All
of the financial analysts are going to
be surprised. It’s going to be Christmas as usual. There are so many positives to shop locally. The best thing is
that you don’t have to stand in a long
line, and the convenience just can’t
be beat.”
Naomi McElynn, president of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, said if people decide to shop
locally to conserve gas, it serves as a
“reminder” that all shopping needs
can be met in downtown Westfield.
“Our local businesses need you to
support them in this holiday season,”
she continued; “There is no need to
head to a nearby mall. Our shops have
everything you need, from practical
to whimsical, and if you need help
locating an item or shop, please contact the chamber of commerce at
westfieldareachamber.com.
Ms. McElynn said the town would
try to increase foot traffic by holding
a “downtown Santa” event in which a
number of area merchants have agreed
to participate to pay for Santa to provide goodies for children.
The event, to take place December
13, will feature Santa greeting children outside the old Tarpley space
from 2 until 5 p.m. Windows will be
decorated, and signage will be placed
to drum up a festive atmosphere.
In addition, the Westfield Tree
Lighting, to be held this Sunday, will
be carried live on NJ 12 for the first
time ever.
“It gives us the opportunity for our
community to shine,” Ms. McElynn
said.
The Gift House at Williams Nursery, located at 524 Springfield Avenue in Westfield, has been trans-

formed into a holiday wonderland.
The show room is filled with all things
Christmas, from wreaths to angels to
ornaments, while the gardens and
greenhouses are packed with poinsettias and Christmas trees.
“The weekend of December 5 to 7
is ‘Trees for Troops’ weekend,” explained owner Dave Williams. Cus-

tomers can purchase a live Christmas
tree, add a message, and FEDEX will
deliver it to United States troops. Trees
for troops may also be ordered online
through Williams’s website, williamsnursery.com.
This holiday season, Williams
Nursery is also featuring a special
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Scotch Plains TV Honored
With Programming Awards
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Alliance for Community Media (ACM),
a national nonprofit organization representing more than 3,000 community access television channels, recently awarded Scotch Plains Television its 2008 Hometown Video Award
for Excellence in Public, Educational
and Government Access Programming.
“We’re fortunate to have the support of the community,” station manager William McMeekan told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times this
week. He paid tribute to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School student
volunteers, who “worked really hard”
and “are really vested in the channel,”
which is available on channel 34 for
Comcast customers and channel 22
for Verizon Fios users. The students,
he said, “are involved in every aspect” of the channel’s operations,
which, he said, “is unusual for any
channel and also kind of neat.”
At the township council’s meeting
earlier this month, when ACM’s
plaque of recognition was presented
to the council for display in the municipal building, several residents —
including some of those high school
students — thanked Mr. McMeekan
for the opportunity to be involved
with the station’s operations, which
include televising council meetings,
high school sporting events and youth
baseball games, the monthly “Raider
News” program originating from the
high school, community events such
as the Memorial Day Parade and a
variety of feature programming.
Mike Dempsey, president of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Base-

ball Association, thanked Mr.
McMeekan for televising some of the
league’s games this past summer. Station volunteer George Gowen, a few
decades removed from high school,
called Mr. McMeekan “the pied piper”
of Scotch Plains Television.
Mr. McMeekan said the station did
“great, solid production work” in the
past few years on such events as the
Union County MusicFest in
Nomahegan Park, the early morning
fire that destroyed the Charlie Brown’s
in early 2007 and the recording of a
new album by Scotch Plains native
Pat DiNizio, the leader of the
Smithereens rock group.
In addition to the award for overall
excellence, Scotch Plains Television
was given 2008 Hometown Video
Awards for “Best Local Performance
Coverage” and “Best Government
Activities Production” for its 2007
MusicFest coverage, which was done
with a crew of 30 over a 10-hour
period. Two years ago, the station
received Hometown Video Awards
for its documentary, which is still
replayed on the station, on the Union
County Fire Academy and for its coverage of President George W. Bush’s
2005 visit to Westfield.
Mr. McMeekan, who teaches English at the high school, told The
Times that he feels the station is “finally settling in” after the past few
years when formal control of the
station’s operations switched back
and forth between the municipal government and the high school. The
local government is now responsible
for the station’s operations, and Mr.
McMeekan’s position, which he assumed last April, is a part-time post
funded by the municipal government.

SHOPPING FUN...The Little Shop of Comics in Scotch Plains is all set to make
shopping fun this season.
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WF Community Rallies to
Help Sick 5-Year-old Boy
By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GETTING DOWN TO BUSINESS...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students who are members of the Future Business Leaders of America lunch with the
FSP Rotary Club in the annual mentoring program on November 19. Pictured,
left to right, are: John Crisafulli of the Fanwood Town Bank, organizer Lori
Flowers of Scotchwood Florist, club president Janet Strunk of PNC Bank in
Scotch Plains, Superintendent of Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools Margaret
Hayes, Steve Goldberg of Family Investors in Fanwood, Tom Cusmano of
Panther Printing in Scotch Plains and Pat Plante of Burgdorff Realty in Westfield.
In the rear are participating Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School seniors.

DWC Debates Budget,
Mayor’s Dept. Guidelines
By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – On Monday
evening, the board of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) debated its 2009 budget and discussed
whether Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s
guidelines for budget cuts applied to
them. Also discussed were plans for
holiday season promotions.
The mayor has requested that all
town departments and boards create
two budgets for 2009, one with a 5
percent spending reduction, the other
with a 10 percent reduction. Funding
for the DWC comes from a tax surcharge applied to properties within
the district. The surcharge is dedicated to operation of the DWC and its
programs.
Board Chairman Dominick Verdic
said as a property owner he feels
“most merchants probably would
want to keep promotions up.” Mr.
Verdic also said that reducing DWC
spending would not benefit the bulk
of taxpayers, would likely create extra work for the town government by
forcing them to reduce the surcharge,
and his understanding is that using
the Special Improvement District
(SID) fund for other purposes would
be illegal.
The mayor’s designee Andy
Wasserman commented that if the
“mindset is to save (the) town money,
then it’s not applicable here.” Frank
Arena, the council liaison to the DWC,
commented that DWC spending
“doesn’t affect (most) taxpayers.” Mr.
Verdic commented further saying that
if cuts are demanded, “the only people
you’re going to hurt are the people
paying the taxes.”
A preliminary budget has been assembled by DWC Executive Director
Sherry Cronin and Board Treasurer
Lee Hale, but they said it was not
sufficiently developed to discuss further at Monday’s meeting.

One topic that was discussed was
the restriction of a current fund balance of just over $188,000 and changing an existing restriction on more
than $46,000 to earmark the funds for
streetscape projects. An actual motion on the change was postponed at
the suggestion of Mr. Hale, who said
acting on the idea prior to comment
by Town Administrator Jim Gildea,
absent because of his birthday, seemed
inappropriate.
Non-budgetary matters discussed
focused on holiday season promotions. Two differences that will be
noticeable to visitors to the downtown are the cancellation of the
downtown trolleys, a cost cutting
move because the trolleys were utilized by relatively few shoppers,
and extension of free parking to the
pay lots in addition to street meters.
The free parking period runs from
December 17 through December 28.
Time limits apply to prevent inappropriate usage.
A newly developed program called
“Miracle on Elm Street” offers $1,000
in prizes to be randomly awarded to
entrants who offer their top three reasons of why they love downtown
Westfield. The reasons will likely be
used in future testimonial-based advertising. Five prizes are to be awarded
and range from $50 to $500 made up
of gifts, dining and parking cards/
tokens. Contest entries may be submitted from Thanksgiving to New
Year’s Day at a special mailbox erected
at the former Wachovia Bank building
at Elm and East Broad Streets.
Also, photos with Santa and Mrs.
Claus are being offered free with a
donation of two cans of food at Lord
& Taylor from 1 to 7 p.m. on Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday of Thanksgiving weekend. Carolers, Alphorns, and
Bagpipers will be playing in downtown, usually on Saturdays during
December.

Holiday Sales
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Rutgers University Football Ornament for $30. Ten percent of the sale
of the ornament will be donated to the
Rutgers Gardens. In addition, Williams Nursery is brightening its holiday ambience by lighting the gardens
with “green” LED bulbs.
Kurt Christoffers of Christoffers
Flowers & Gifts, located at 860 Mountain Avenue in Mountainside, has purchased inventory that is “conservative
in price, but still has a unique quality
to it.” The store offers items from
floral arrangements to home furnishings to silk flowers, old-fashioned ornaments and hostess gifts.
“We are certainly encouraged that
customers have responded to the products we brought in, and there doesn’t
seem to be resistance to the more
expensive products,” he said. Mr.
Christoffers also said the store has a
tradition of making sure its customers are not only happy with their
purchases, but with the presentation
of the gifts as well.
“We gift-wrap everything so it
makes a nice presentation,” he said,
noting the store’s professional staff
are not just sales staff, but “consultants” who want customers to be “excited” by their purchases. “We have a
very loyal clientele.”
Mr. Christoffers, whose wife Fiona
also works in the business, said the
store, established in 1976, by his
mother, Ruth Christoffers, is open
everyday except Sunday.
At the farmhouse store, located at
221 North Avenue, East, in Westfield,
owner Ed Menapace is offering a special line of gifts that are $10 and under.
“We will still offer our high-end
merchandise,” he said, “but we will
also have some more reasonably
priced items for our customers who
have to purchase for a lot of people.”
As for décor, Mr. Menapace has
dressed his store in a winter theme, as
opposed to emphasizing one particular holiday, like Christmas. Adorning
his front window is a 10 foot by 14 foot
“Works Progress Administration”
(WPA) painting of a lone ice skater. “I
believe it is a fitting tribute to display
a WPA painting during this horrible
recession,” Mr. Menapace explained.
At The Bath Connection, located
at 44 South Martine Avenue in
Fanwood, customers are appreciated
all year long, not just during the holiday season, noted proprietor Ralph
Yeager. “We cater to our customers’

needs by offering a range of prices,”
said Mr. Yeager, of his mainstay tubs,
sinks, toilets and faucets. “We are a
neighborhood store. That’s what we
do.”
And while a bath store may not be
the first place that comes to mind
when one thinks of shopping for the
holidays, Bath Connection offers
many functional as well as decorative
items that can be given as holiday
gifts. Some of the items on display in
their showroom include lotion dispensers, candles, tissue box holders
and plates.
At Peterson’s Wines Unlimited,
1120 South Avenue in Westfield, their
goal is to help customers maximize
their holiday experience by choosing
the best wines. Wine manager Glenn
Allen explained that Peterson’s would
be offering holiday wine tastings
throughout the month of December.
“The wines will be diverse,” he said.
Noting the differences in food
served between Christmas and Hanukkah, Mr. Allen mentioned that
different wines are needed for different holidays. “We will feature wines
that go well with turkey, with roast
beef and with ham,” he said.
Peterson’s will also be marketing
wine suggestions to their customers
by e-mail this holiday season.
Sherry Cronin, executive director
of the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC), said, “All of us are working hard to ensure that Westfield is a
preferred shopping destination especially during this holiday season.”
Specifically, the DWC is sponsoring Dickens carolers, bagpipers,
alphorns, women’s barbershop quartet and a Photos with Santa event, as
well as developing a new “Miracle on
Elm Street” shopping spree contest
this year to attract shoppers and diners to downtown Westfield.
“Many of our campaigns have been
emphasizing the importance of supporting local businesses, especially
in this tough economy,” Ms. Cronin
said. “The DWC also has published
the annual ‘Welcome Home to
Westfield brochure,’ listing over 90
holiday events throughout town.”
She said many retailers have promotional campaigns. “We have definitely seen an increase this season in
the number of promotions submitted
by our retailers to the DWC website,
WestfieldToday.com.”
Paul Peyton contributed to this story.

WESTFIELD — It may seem hard
not to feel disheartened in a world
where the economy is at an all-time
low and unemployment is high.
Yet in the very same town, a cancer-stricken little boy seems to be
bringing out the best in the countless
lives his story has touched.
Some don’t even know Wil Kehler,
a 5-year-old diagnosed with Osteosarcoma, a rare bone cancer in his left
femur. All they know is they want to
help in any way they can.
“Within hours of his diagnosis that
very first day, people have just been
bending over backwards,” said Lane
Kehler, Wil’s mother. “It pretty much
leaves us speechless. ... It’s almost
like there’s nothing we could probably ever do to thank people enough.”
Wil is a triplet, so Mrs. Kehler and
her husband, Doug, a special education teacher at Westfield High School,
have been dividing their time between
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Center in New York City and caring
for Wil’s siblings, Laurajane and Jackson, at home.
Wil recently underwent an eighthour Rotationplasty, a combination
of limb salvage surgery and amputation. He will endure 12 more weeks
of chemotherapy and will need extensive physical therapy. His new
prosthetic will also require future
changes to allow for growth.
The family is hopeful he will one
day play sports again, but the road
ahead is long and expensive.
The community seems determined
to help the family traverse it. The
Kehlers received numerous offers of
assistance with babysitting, pet care
and leaf-raking.
So many people volunteered to
send meals that Mrs. Kehler’s sister, Vicki Spurr, and friend, Joan
Fox, needed to organize a schedule
online.
“We’re already booked for dinners
through January,” Mrs. Spurr said.
A
Wil
Kehler
Fund,
wilkehlerfund.com, was established
and is managed by a neighbor, Jeffrey
Christakos, at Westfield Wealth Management.
Mr. Christakos said he receives
checks accompanied by touching
notes on a daily basis. He spoke of
one anonymous donor who agreed to
match every donation up to $10,000.
Mrs. Kehler said a friend ran the
New York Marathon on Wil’s behalf,
raised $16,000 and sent him her medal.
Even local children are doing their
part by setting up lemonade stands,
participating in walkathons or donating their allowance money.
Mary Boland and the Westfield
Junior Woman’s Club sponsored a
“Chores for Charity” fundraiser. It
encouraged children from local public and private schools and organizations like the Westfield “Y” to do a
few extra chores and donate their
earnings to Wil.
“Some kids gave their bags of
change, and then their parents wrote
out a check for more,” Mrs. Boland
said.
The venture raised $9,000, and Mrs.
Boland said her phone has been “ringing off the hook” with people looking

for ways to help.
The JWC additionally hosted a
bowling benefit on November 22, at
Garwood Lanes.
So far the biggest fundraiser is the
benefit dinner sponsored by the
Westfield Jaycees on Saturday, November 29, at Temple Emanu-El. It
will feature the Mark Pender Band,
whose members are from the Max
Weinberg 7 on “Late Night with
Conan O’Brien,” the Asbury Jukes
and Bruce Springsteen’s Seeger Sessions band.
The fundraiser was conceived by
Craig Stock, Paul Harbaugh and
Michael Kenny, the temple’s building supervisor. Mr. Stock reported
tickets sold out within two weeks
through word of mouth that “spread
like wildfire” and raised over $20,000.
“I’ve been in town my whole life,
and what makes Westfield so strong
is the people,” Mr. Stock said. “Yes,
maybe they have a little bit more
income…but it’s not that so much as
the caring and coming forward to
help.”
“We actually have two fundraisers
that weekend – Wil’s and one for
Tourette Syndrome 12 hours later,”
said Mr. Kenny. “So many people are
coming, it’s mind boggling… Words
can’t express.”
Doug’s brother, Glen Kehler, a
long-time resident also involved with
the event, said, “This just proves it,
one more time again, what a tremendous community this is.”
Mr. Harbaugh said the families on
Wil’s rugby team have chipped in to
hire a nurse so Mr. and Mrs. Kehler
can attend the dinner.
He discussed the silent and live
auctions, featuring state Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, a Westfield resident, as auctioneer.
Auctioned items include trips to
Hawaii and England, fashion show
tickets, an overnight stay at the RitzCarlton, and sports outings including
tickets for the Giants, Jets and a luxury
box for the Rangers.
Mrs. Spurr said the auctions also
will include local components, such
as dinners at restaurants and a “shopping day” downtown.
Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins
spoke about the benefit at a recent
town meeting and distributed
“Wilpower” fundraising bracelets
(available through Mrs. Spurr at
sspurr@comcast.net).
“The local merchants have been
really good, bless them, with this
economy,” Ms. Kimmins said. “It’s
hard to ask anyone to give at this time
when everyone is hurting, but the
businesses, the residents…it’s been
amazing.”
Future fundraisers include a wine
tasting and golf outing.
Mrs. Kehler reported that Wil
struggles with some pain as well as
mouth sores from the chemo, which
they manage with medication.
“We talk in ‘holidays’ to explain
time,” she said. “He knows he’ll be
able to walk again after Christmas
and feel a lot better by Easter.”
And while the Kehlers hope Wil’s
young age may help him forget some
of the suffering, one thing they always want him to remember is this
outpouring of caring.

Coronato Looks to Focus
On Afford. Housing Issues
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

heard was a need for more recreational activities and opportunities
for young people and adults. I think
we have accomplished that mission,”
she said, pointing to the park and
ballfield renovations, the new fields
developed in recent years and the
new mini-golf facility that opened
two years ago. “We have created a
community that is desired, especially
for families with children.”
She was reluctant to assign credit
for any initiatives to herself, saying
instead that the township council
“works together as a team. We try to
reach a consensus, and we’ve been
very successful a majority of the time.”
One thing she would have done
differently, Mrs. Coronato said, was
her 2004 vote against the ordinance
establishing a Special Improvement
District (SID) for the downtown business district. In late June, the council
enacted a similar ordinance, but Mrs.
Coronato lamented that several years
had been “squandered” in between
those two votes. She told The Times
she had voted against the 2004 ordinance “because of the outcry” from
the business community. Back then,
she said, she felt that “we had a more
proactive business community,” spe“The Tough Get Going”
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goleader.com/presskit

cifically singling out Ray Pardon and
Steve Goldberg, two past presidents
of the Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association. In the wake
of the failed SID vote four years ago,
she said the thinking was to give the
local business community a chance
to develop its own solutions. But the
“laissez-faire attitude” of local merchants who she thinks were “afraid of
change” led to the council enacting
the new SID ordinance five months
ago. She said she is “hopeful” that the
SID will help revitalize the downtown district and make it “a more
vibrant area.”
Now, with her hopeful reappointment to the planning board come January, Mrs. Coronato says, “I feel like
I’ve come full circle. I started in the
mid ‘80s fighting Mt. Laurel and fighting affordable housing mandates. And
here we are again.” She says “there
has to be affordable housing, but there
has to be a better way than forcing it
down our throats and completely decimating our zoning laws.”

Chertoff to Speak at
Kean Univ. Dec. 4
UNION – United States Secretary of
Homeland Security Michael Chertoff
will address the state of the nation’s
homeland security and preparedness,
as well as the challenges that lie ahead
for President-elect Barack Obama’s new
administration, on Thursday, December 4, at 9 a.m. in Kean University’s
Wilkins Theatre located at 1000 Morris
Avenue in Union.
Secretary Chertoff, an Elizabeth native, has served as the nation’s chief
security officer since 2005 and has overseen a massive reorganization of the
department, which employs over 90,000
people with responsibilities ranging
from national security to border patrol
to disaster response. He will leave office when the new Obama administration takes over in January 2009.
The address is free and open to the
public. Advanced registration is required. For information, call (908)
737-7001 or e-mail iklein@kean.edu.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OFF TO UNTERMANN FIELD…Dozens of Raider football parents board two
school buses in front of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School to make the trip to
Newark for a make-up game with Shabazz. SP-F returned with a 43-21 victory.
The date of the game was changed as a result of shootings in Newark. The athletes
and fans from both sides were happy to see each other and to compete in the game.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Saturday, November 15, Michael
Defazio, 23, of Westfield was arrested
on drunken driving and other charges
near the 1600 block of Central Avenue, after allegedly striking two
parked vehicles and failing to stop.
Police stopped Defazio after receiving a report of an accident and a description of the vehicle involved.
Defazio’s vehicle showed heavy damage to its front and rear, authorities
said.
According to police, Defazio was
charged with reckless driving and leaving the scene of an accident, in addition to drunken driving. He was transported to Westfield police headquarters and later released pending a court
date.
Friday, November 21, police arrested Luciano Matailo-Chimbo, 47,
of Elizabeth while conducting a traffic
stop in the area of South Avenue, East,
and Livingston Place, after a further
investigation revealed an active traffic
warrant from Elizabeth. He was transported to the Westfield Police Department, processed and released after
posting the $150 bail.
Mountainside
Wednesday, November 19, an employee of a Globe Avenue business
reported that someone had urinated on
the driver’s side door handle of his
vehicle. According to police, after a
brief investigation another employee
admitted to urinating in a cup and then
pouring it on the door handle stating
that he did not get along with the
victim. The suspect was asked to leave
the premises by management and officers stayed on the scene until he did
so, authorities said.
Friday, November 21, Romaine X.
Taylor, 42, of Iselin was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22, East. He was transported to
headquarters where he was processed
and released.
Saturday, November 22, Bryan H.
Jacob, 21, of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged with driving with a
suspended license, possession of drug
paraphernalia and possession of suspected heroin after a motor vehicle
stop on New Providence Road. According to police, he was transported
to headquarters where he was processed and released.
Saturday, November 22, Ludney J.
Jean-Baptiste, 25, of Irvington was
arrested and charged for driving with
a suspended license after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22, West. According to police, she was processed and
released.
Sunday, November 23, Joanne E.
Perez, 24, of Jersey City was arrested
and charged with driving with a suspended license after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22, West. She was transported to headquarters where she was
processed and released.
Fanwood
Tuesday, November 18, a 17-yearold juvenile from Perth Amboy was
arrested for outstanding warrants out
of Woodbridge and Carteret. He was
processed and turned over to a responsible family member after posting bail.
Thursday, November 20, Amos E.
Enaeosi, 42, of Piscataway was arrested on an outstanding Plainfield
warrant after a field investigation. He
was processed and released after posting bail.
Thursday, November 20, Jose J.
Alvenan-Perez, 26, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged for providing
police with false information after
being charged with numerous motor
vehicle violations. He was transported
to headquarters where a family member was able to provide police with
positive identification at which time
he was released, authorities said.
Friday, November 21, a resident of

Westfield Road reported that his motorized Razor scooter valued at $40
was stolen from the front of a residence on Oakwood Court while he
was inside the house.
Saturday, November 22, James E.
Graham, 43, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding South Plainfield
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue. He posted bail and
was released.
Scotch Plains
Friday, November 21, Tashuan
Boyd, 23, of East Orange was arrested
for contempt of court for multiple
outstanding warrants and obstruction
of justice after a motor vehicle stop.
Friday, November 21, Paige Horn,
41, of South Plainfield was arrested
for contempt of court after a motor
vehicle stop.
Friday, November 21, Sammie
Doss, 64, of Rahway was arrested for
contempt of court after a motor vehicle stop.
Friday, November 21, Jigar Patel,
26, of Edison was arrested for contempt of court after a motor vehicle
stop.
Friday, November 21, Jasmeen Bullock, 20, of Newark was arrested for
contempt of court after a criminal investigation.
Saturday, November 22, Hector
Freire, 31, of Jersey City was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after a motor vehicle
stop.
Saturday, November 22, Mark
Riccardi, 20, of Piscataway was arrested and charged with possession of
a controlled dangerous substance after a motor vehicle stop.
Sunday, November 23, the fire department responded to a fire on North
Avenue caused by electrical problems.
Sunday, November 23, police responded to a fight on Park Avenue. No
injuries were reported.

SPF BOE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“Unfortunately this doesn’t focus
on all the great things [School Business Administrator] Tony [Del Sordi]
does during the year,” Ms. Wohlleb
said.
Board Member Donald Parisi,
chairman of the finance committee,
said the board has a practice of changing auditors regularly to ensure the
veracity of their reporting and that
this was the first year the board has
used Nisivoccia and Company. He
said the report provided “validation”
of the work by Mr. Del Sordi and
other district employees.
“We’re very satisfied with the results of the audit,” Mr. Parisi said.

SP’s Stone Trick or
Treats for Food Pantry
SCOTCH PLAINS – Christopher
Stone, an eighth grade student at Park
Middle School in Scotch Plains, decided for the second time to trick or
treat for the local food pantry. He did
this a few years ago, at the suggestion
of his teacher, and enjoyed it so much
that he decided to do it again this year.
He enlisted the assistance of his
friend, Sam Renfree. Christopher
termed his trick or treating, “Halloween for Hunger” and created the slogan; “Ending Hunger One Can at a
Time.”
Both Christopher and Sam spent
the evening collecting non-perishable
foods and some cash, which was all
donated to the Food Pantry at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church.
The teens received satisfaction and
helped the local food pantry, which is
in need of items.

ONE SWAT…Vinny Turturiello made a hole-in-one at the 11th hole at
Shackamaxon Country Club on October 27 during the 23rd Annual Scotch Plains
PBA Golf Classic. He is presented a set of Taylor Made irons provided by Ellen
Ramer of Martin Jeweler’s in Cranford. Pictured, from left to right, are: Sgt. Jeff
Briel, Sgt. Ted Conley, Ellen Ramer, Mr. Turturiello and Chief Brian Mahoney.
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Corzine Proposes Deferring
Local Pension Payments
ATLANTIC CITY – Governor Jon
Corzine last Thursday at the annual
New Jersey League of Municipalities
conference in Atlantic City announced
a proposal to defer 50 percent of
county and municipal employee pension payments next April. “By taking
this unusual, but necessary step, my
intent is to help our municipalities get
through this recessionary period and,
at the same time, dramatically reduce
the pressure on property taxes,” Governor Corzine said. The proposal requires approval by the Legislature
and would require 100 percent funding by 2012. The governor said there
must be across-the-board budget cuts
across all levels of government, common-sense fiscal management and
relief to taxpayers.
“As much as I prefer another course,
I proposed this deferral simply as a
practical bridge over today’s economic circumstances while reflecting the state’s reduced fiscal capacity
for direct aid,” Governor Corzine said.
“Given the unprecedented nature of
the deferral, this action must translate
into property tax relief, not businessas-usual tax increases.”
Governor Corzine said the state
budget situation may require an additional $1.2 billion in cuts and that an
additional $1.7 billion in cuts may be
required in the upcoming budget year,
pushing total state spending down
near the $30 billion mark. He said,
New Jersey has trimmed the state
workforce by 4,000 employees, eliminated departments and required cost
sharing for employee benefits. But he
said more is needed.
The governor said a package of
bills connected to his economic stimulus and recovery program are quickly
moving through the legislature and
remains committed to providing relief to Garden State residents and
promoting business and job growth.
Portions of the stimulus program include food, housing and heating relief, a job creation incentive program
for businesses, corporate tax reforms
and the acceleration of $4 billion in
public works projects to create new
jobs.
“In these unprecedented times,
there is much we can work on together – some addressed, others still
to be considered,” Governor Corzine

Merkt: Bryant’s Conviction
Points to Bigger Fish to Fry

said. “There is no excuse for us not to
explore every idea, pursue every opportunity and work every day to help
New Jerseyans get through these painful times.”

Elizabeth Students
Clean Up Wilson Park
ELIZABETH — On November 11,
while Americans were paying respects
to veterans who have sacrificed so
much for this great nation, the Groundwork Elizabeth Green Team, with
support from the Department of Public Works of Elizabeth, dedicated several hours to landscape and clean
Wilson Memorial Park.
The group removed trash, cleaned
and mulched two planters. One
planter, which had its walls destroyed
by a recent accident, was repaired.
Students from a physics class loosened bricks, restored the wall and
mulched the area. While they were
beautifying the park, drivers honked
their horns in gratitude.
In the past three years, the group
has pursued nature guides, park and
river cleanups. Lilia Chaika and
Jonathan Phillips are advisors to the
group.
For more information on Groundwork Elizabeth’s Green Team, or the
SkillsUSA program, please contact
Jonathan Phillips at groundworkelizabeth@groundworkusa.net, or
call (908) 289-0262.

MILITARY BUSINESS…Seventh
graders from Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison traveled to Colonial
Williamsburg for lessons in history.
Above, Eric Bessette of Scotch Plains
meets with a “lieutenant.”
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JOB WELL DONE...Students in Elizabeth relax with pride upon restoring the wall
at Wilson Park on November 11. The group is Groundwork Elizabeth’s Green Team.

State GOP Moderates Face
Opposition from the Right
By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield), Assembly Minority Whip, is promoting
a moderate political agenda in efforts
to expand the appeal of the Republican Party in New Jersey. Mr. Bramnick
has formed the moderate Republican
Policy Committee and has supported
Leonard Lance, Congressman-elect
of the Seventh District in New Jersey.
Mr. Bramnick also cast his support
for U.S. Attorney Chris Christie. Mr.
Christie will step down on December
1, and is expected to seek the Governorship in New Jersey next year.
Asm. Bramnick sees Mr. Lance’s
victory in the November General election as evidence that the public is
willing to support moderate GOP
candidates for office in spite of the
nationwide sweep for the Democrats
this fall.
Mr. Bramnick told The Westfield
Leader and The Times that Republicans need to be open-minded and
inclusive to bring more people into
the party. He said they need to be
tolerant of all kinds of views and that
politicians should not preach morality.
In an article by Max Pizarro of
politickernj.com, Mr. Bramnick is
quoted as saying, “When we try to
preach moral values or social values,
we’re going to be perceived as intolerant. People want solutions to problems that face average people. They
do not want to be dictated to about
their values by government leaders.
There are no perfect families, and
many, many families are dysfunctional. Therefore, we should not as

leaders be perceived as dictating values. Rather, we should be perceived
as open-minded.”
The statements written about Mr.
Bramnick in the article on
politickernj.com came under attack
last week from the conservative organization, GOPUSA-NJ Conservatives with Attitude!. In a press
release by the organization, Co-Executive Director Michael Illions
said, “Three leading New Jersey
conservative organizations united
Monday [November 17] to condemn
the statements made by Assemblyman Jon Bramnick regarding the
social conservative movement and
the pro-life platform of the Republican Party.”
In response to the conservatives’
assertions, Mr. Bramnick told The
Leader and The Times that he never
mentioned pro-life and that articles at
times have a way of incorporating
things not said. He affirmed his position that the Republican Party must
be a party of tolerance and inclusiveness.
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AREA — On the heels of former State
Senator Wayne Bryant’s conviction last
week for corruption and fraud, Assemblyman Richard Merkt (LD-25,
Mendham) expressed regret for U.S. Attorney Chris Christie’s resignation. Asm.
Merkt said further investigations are warranted regarding Senate President Richard Codey’s involvement in a $180 million political pork slush fund scandal in
which Bryant was also implicated.
During testimony at Bryant’s trial, Mr.
Merkt said it was revealed that Bryant, a
Camden County Democrat, plotted with
then acting Governor Codey (LD-27, West
Orange), and former Senate Majority Leader
Bernard Kenny, a Democrat from Hudson
County, on how to disperse more than tens
of millions of dollars in state grants.
“I would like to congratulate U.S. Attorney Chris Christie on yet another successful conviction of corrupt public officials,”
stated Mr. Merkt. “However, his resignation is a huge loss for New Jersey and its
taxpayers. With 132 consecutive convictions, Mr. Christie has done an outstanding
job of rooting out corruption in government, but much more house cleaning remains. There are much bigger fish in Trenton just waiting to be reeled in.”
Mr. Merkt said that based on both
testimony at Bryant’s trial and documents
recently released by the Treasury, Senate
President Codey “ran his own private
state budget,” funded by nearly $200
million in taxpayer dollars. “Dick Codey
has made himself the poster child for the
evils of secrecy in state government and
backroom deals, and, unbelievably, he
remains arrogantly indignant when called
to account for his actions,” Mr. Merkt
said. “It’s apparent that he does not get it:

Merkt: GOP Chair
Wilson Should Resign
AREA — Assemblyman Richard
Merkt (LD-25, Mendham) last week
called upon New Jersey Republican State
Committee Chairman Tom Wilson to resign his post immediately. “After years of
failure, it is time for the New Jersey State
G.O.P. to change horses and look to new
leadership if it wants to succeed in 2009,”
said Mr. Merkt. “Wilson has overseen a
series of dismal state campaigns, reducing the Republican Party to essential irrelevance in New Jersey state politics.”
Mr. Merkt joined state Senator Joseph
Pennacchio, who recently urged that Wilson quit as party chairman. “The sad part
is that, under Tom Wilson’s management, the New Jersey State Republican
Party has continued to make the same
mistakes over and over again, all the
while hoping for a different outcome,”
said Mr. Merkt.
Asm. Merkt called for a new and more
open approach to leadership in the New
Jersey State Republican Party. “There is
great opportunity for our party statewide
in 2009, provided the leadership is willing to listen to the people, instead of
stubbornly clinging to its failed strategies
of the past,” noted Mr. Merkt. “Tom
Wilson may be a nice guy personally,
however, as state party chairman, he has
failed in every respect that matters. If he
has any loyalty to the Republican Party or
interest in its future, he will step aside
now and turn over the reins to new and
more effective state leadership.”

the money he spent – all by himself and
without anyone’s review or approval –
was not his own. Meanwhile, unsuspecting local officials submitted thousands of
grant applications to the state, not knowing that their efforts were totally wasted,
because the state grant system was secretly rigged by Codey and a few of his
pals.”
At Bryant’s trial, Mr. Merkt said state
Treasurer David Rousseau testified that
Mr. Codey, Bryant and Mr. Kenny directly controlled more than $20 million
from the $128 million Property Tax Assistance and Community Development
grant program. The Asbury Park Press
later reported that Mr. Codey and other
Democrat lawmakers controlled an additional $50 million worth of grants linking
Property Tax Assistance and the Community Grants (known as MAC accounts)
with others in the departments of Treasury, Community Affairs, Human Services, Environmental Protection and Law
and Public Safety.
Since 2006, Mr. Merkt said he and
other Assembly Republicans have repeatedly requested documents showing how
the grants were spent in Fiscal Years 2005
and 2006. “Wayne Bryant was really a
piker, when one considers all the taxpayer dollars that were secretly steered by
Codey and other political insiders in Trenton,” Mr. Merkt said. “The state capital
still remains a ‘target-rich environment’
for any prosecutor interested in busting
corrupt public officials.”
Mr. Merkt also said during Mr. Codey’s
final six weeks as acting governor, he
doled out 54 grants worth more than $3
million, nearly wiping out the Governor’s
Contingency Fund created “to meet any
condition of emergency or necessity.” At
the time, the state was facing a nearly $6
billion budget deficit. Mr. Merkt said
recipients of the grants included Codey’s
alma mater, Fairleigh Dickinson University, $250,000, Seton Hall University’s
athletic department, $200,000; the Mental Health Association of Essex County
where Mr. Codey’s wife served on the
board of directors, $145,000, and three
public parks foundations in Mr. Codey’s
senate district, $150,000. Mr. Merkt said
Mr. Codey is a fan of the Seton Hall
basketball team.

Students Help Fill
Empty Food Shelves
ELIZABETH – A new way to help
local food pantries has come to schools
throughout Union County, with the expansion of the Adopt-A-Food Pantry program.
Last spring, students in 18 schools held
coordinated Adopt-A-Food Pantry drives.
Union County provided trucks and drivers to deliver the food to local pantries
named by each school. The event was a
resounding success.
So far this fall, 22 schools are conducting Adopt-A-Food Pantry drives. New
schools are invited to join.
To participate, schools should designate a coordinator and email their name,
title, email address and phone number to
Bonnie Herrmann, Union County Department of Human Services, at
bherrmann@ucnj.org. Schools can also
contact the Union County Department of
Human Services by phone at (908) 5274808.
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Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

GO NAVY…Captain Joseph Duff, left, of Scotch Plains talks to juniors from
Oratory Prep School, Nick Liakas, Sebastien Laguerre and Sean Doddy, about
the merits of attending the Naval Academy. Teens from Oratory Prep School
recently attended Mount St. Mary’s College Fair in Watchung, where over 50
colleges, universities and the military were represented.

Voter Registration, Road
Rage Bills Moving Forward
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and the Times

TRENTON — State Legislature committees, on November 13, met to consider
a number of pieces of legislation. The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times has reviewed the legislation and put together a list of the highlights below.
The Assembly Education Committee
approved A-2752 that would require public and nonpublic schools to provide
graduating pupils with voter registration
material at the same time the high school
diploma is issued. Currently, state law
requires the distribution of information in
conjunction with voter registration drives
by the county commissioner of registration.

Model RR Club Tells
Fall Show Details
UNION – The Model Railroad Club’s
2008 Annual Light and Sound Show will
run November 28, 29 and 30 and December 5, 6, 7, 12, 13 and 14 at the club
building, located on Jefferson Avenue,
off Route 22, East, in Union, behind The
Home Depot. Tickets can be purchased
online at tmrci.org.
Show times will be noon to 10 p.m. on
November 28; 7 to 10 p.m. December 5
and 12; 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Saturdays and
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sundays.
The club also announced that the New
Jersey Live Steamers would display two
pieces of large-scale model train equipment during the club’s annual show. The
Steamers is a private club in Liberty Corner. Most of their trains are so large that
they need to be run outdoors. The operators actually ride on the locomotives or in
the cars. One of the pieces on display will
be a real miniature steam locomotive that
burns coal when it is running.
For more information, call the club at
(908) 964-9724 on Saturdays between 1
and 5 p.m. or (908) 964-8808 for a recorded message, or visit the club’s website
at tmrci.org.

The Assembly Homeland Security and
State Preparedness Committee approved
A-3002 that would require schools to
hold one monthly fire drill and one
monthly school security drill. Currently,
most schools conduct two fire drills per
month. The bill was approved by the
Assembly, 78-0, on November 17.
School security drills are defined as
“an exercise to practice procedures that
respond to emergencies, such as a nonfire evacuation, lockdown, or active
shooter situation.”
The Assembly Environment Committee approved A-205, to create a New
Jersey Native American Burial Ground
Preservation Task Force. “The purpose
of the task force would be to evaluate and
study the need, and establish guidelines
and procedures, for the protection and
preservation of Native American burial
grounds, sacred sites and archaeological
sites on state, local government and private lands,” according to an explanation
statement at the end of the bill.
A bill, approved by the Assembly Judiciary Committee, named Jessica’s Law
or A-1561, would create a new motor
vehicle offense to be known as “road
rage.” The bill defines acts of road rage as
two or more actions committed simultaneously or in immediate succession. The
acts include excessive speeding of 25
mph or more over the speed limit, tailgating, improper or erratic traffic lane
changes, improper overtaking or passing
another vehicle off the pavement, violating official traffic control devices, verbal
threats or insults, flashing of headlights,
and use of demeaning gestures directed at
other drivers. The penalty for a first offense would be license suspension for up
to 30 days and fines up to $1,000 or both.
Those charged with second or subsequent
offenses within 24 months would face a
maximum suspension of 120 days and
fines of up to $3,000.
Once bills move out of committee,
they must be approved by both houses of
the Legislature before going to the governor for consideration.

Chris Christie to Resign Dec. 2
As U.S. Attorney for New Jersey
U.S. Attorney for New Jersey
Chris Christie announced Monday
that he will resign on December 2,
nj.com reported. Mr. Christie is the
leading contender for the GOP gubernatorial nomination. Prior to his
appointment by President George
W. Bush, he was a Morris County
freeholder.
GOP Assembly Members Say
Retailers Need Tax Holiday
Republican State Assembly members Vince Polistina (LD-2, Egg Harbor) and Caroline Casagrande (LD12, Colts Neck) announced that the
Circuit City bankruptcy filing is evidence that New Jersey retailers need
the boost of a sales tax holiday as
proposed by Republicans.
The two lawmakers have sponsored A-3327, the Shop Here, Save
Money, Secure Jobs Act of 2008, a
measure that would cut the state sales
tax in half from the day after (“Black
Friday”) Thanksgiving Day 2008
through Sunday, January 4, 2009.
The sales tax would be reduced from
7 to 3.5 percent. In Urban Enterprise
Zones and Salem County, that tax
would be lowered from 3.5 to 1.75
percent. The bill has been assigned
to the Assembly Appropriations
Committee. Sen. Tom Kean, Jr. (LD21, Westfield) has sponsored a companion bill in the Senate, S-2281,
which has been assigned to the Senate Economic Growth Committee.
Both bills were introduced last
month.
Panel OK’s 14 Percent Hike
In Cost Estimates for Rail Tunnel
The North Jersey Planning Authority has endorsed a projected 14 percent increase to $8.7 billion for a
second rail tunnel between New Jersey and Manhattan, The Record reported. The tunnel is expected to
double rail capacity into New York
City by 2017.
The paper reported that the Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey is contributing $3 billion to the
project with the New Jersey Turnpike
Authority chipping in another $1.25
billion.
Hillary Clinton To Become
Next Secretary of State
News organizations have reported
that Senator and former First Lady
Hillary Clinton has accepted PresiNeed Business Direction?
see goleader.com/presskit
On the ‘Net

dent-elect Barack Obama’s offer for
Secretary of State.
Also, Arizona Governor Janet
Napolitano, a Democrat, has been
picked by Mr. Obama to serve as
secretary of Homeland Security. She
is a former United States attorney and
attorney general of Arizona, and was
Anita Hill’s attorney in the 1991
sexual harassment lawsuit against
then United States Supreme Court
nominee Clarence Thomas.
Eric H. Holder, Jr., who served in
the justice department in the Clinton
Administration, was nominated for
U.S. Attorney General. He would be
the first African-American attorney
general.
Republicans are said to be ready to
question his involvement in the lastminute pardon by President Bill
Clinton of fugitive financier Marc
Rich.
Glading Considers Run
Against Roberts, Cruz
Republican Dale Glading is considering running against Assembly
Speaker Joseph Roberts and Assemblywoman Nilsa Cruz-Perez (DCamden) in the Fifth Legislative District, according to politickernj.com.
Mr. Glading lost to Rep. Rob Andrews
(D-Haddon Heights) in a bid for Congress from the First District. He received 26 percent of the vote. Republican canididates averaged 16 percent of the vote in a six-candidate
race in 2007.
NJN Names Jim Hooker as
New Anchor Replacing Manahan
NJN has named correspondent Jim
Hooker as anchor to succeed Kent
Manahan
in
January,
politickernj.com has reported. Ms.
Manahan is the sister of former Union
County Prosecutor Thomas
Manahan.
Obama Won 14 of NJ’s 21
Counties to Win Elec. Votes
A review of votes in the Presidential Election from the New Jersey
Secretary of State’s website shows
the President-elect Barack Obama
won 14 of New Jersey’s 21 counties
in capturing the state’s 13 Electoral
Votes. He won in Atlantic, Bergen,
Burlington, Camden, Cumberland,
Essex, Gloucester, Hudson, Mercer,
Middlesex, Passaic, Salem,
Somerset, Union, while John McCain
won in Cape May, Hunterdon,
Monmouth, Morris, Ocean, Sussex
and Warren.

GOING FOR THREE...On November 9, Daniel Berke, a ninth grader at Westfield
High School, presents a $2,650 check to Miriam Peretsman of the Hannah PeretsmanBreene Foundation at Saint Barnabas Medical Center. The monetary gift is from
proceeds from Daniel’s third charity baseball game in September at Tamaques
Park. His previous fundraisers benefited Children’s Specialized Hospital and Saint
Joseph’s Social Service Center of Elizabeth. This year’s proceeds are in memory of
Hannah Peretsman-Breene, who died four years ago of cancer at the age of 16.

New Jersey Arts Council Announces
Availability of FY 2010 Grant Program
STATE – The New Jersey State Council on the Arts announced the availability
of guidelines and applications for the
fiscal year 2010 (July 1, 2009, to June 30,
2010) Organizational Grant Program. The
council assists eligible organizations in
serving the people of New Jersey through
arts programs and projects.
The following types of support are
available: General Operating Support for
New Jersey-based, nonprofit, artsmissioned organizations; General Program Support for New Jersey-based, nonprofit organizations, colleges, or units of
local government; Arts Education Special Initiatives support for school-based
projects; Arts Project Event Support for
New Jersey-based, nonprofit organizations, colleges or units of local government; Building Arts Participation projects
to broaden, deepen and/or diversifying
arts participation.
Notices of Intent to Apply must be
submitted through the Arts Council eGrant
system by December 12, 2008. Complete
applications must also be submitted via
the eGrant system and are due by February 4, 2009, for General Operating and
General Program Support, as well as Arts
Project Support.
The deadline for Arts Education Special Initiative and Building Arts Participation applications is February 18, 2009.
To be eligible for Arts Council grants,
applicants must be a private nonprofit
organization incorporated in New Jersey,
a unit of local government, or a college/
university; be tax-exempt as determined
by the IRS; be registered with the New
Jersey Charities Registration Bureau; be
in existence and providing public programs or services for at least two years;
and demonstrate that its activities serve
an audience in a multi-county region of
the state.
Workshops conducted by Arts Council
staff will be offered in various regions of
the state for groups seeking assistance

with the application process. The council
is holding a workshop on Tuesday, December 9, 2008 at 2 p.m. at the George
Street Playhouse, located at 9 Livingston
Avenue, in New Brunswick. To reserve a
space at a workshop, e-mail
carmen@arts.sos.state.nj.us.
Applicants with a primarily local audience from a single county may apply for
support through their designated county
arts agency. For information about applying for these grants, see njartscouncil.org.

Schoolyard Workshop
Set at Trailside
MOUNTAINSIDE – Trailside Nature
and Science Center is offering a teachertraining workshop about schoolyard habitat enhancement, entitled “WILD School
Sites,” for adults ages 18 and older, on
Wednesday, December 3, from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. These worksops help sensitize
students to the needs of local wildlife and
enable them to make a difference where
they live. Outdoor classrooms enable
teachers to take field trips without leaving
school. Skills that students develop enhance ownership and care for the school.
Participants in the workshop will receive six New Jersey Department of Education professional development credits,
as well as the book “Homes for Wildlife:
A Planning Guide for Habitat Enhancement on School Grounds,” grant information, landscaping information and ideas
for curriculum integration for grades K12.
Pre-registration is required. Light morning refreshments will be provided, but
attendees should bring a lunch. The fee is
$20 per person. Those attending should
dress appropriately for outdoor weather.
For more information, call (908) 7893670 or see ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside
Nature and Science Center is located at
452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside.

CareOne at Livingston Presents

Medicare an Overview -An Educational Seminar
Date: Wednesday, December 10, 2008
Time: Lecture begins 6 p.m.
Lecture Location: 68 Passaic Avenue, Livingston, NJ
Featuring: David Rokes, RN
Refreshments will be served
Please come and join us for the exciting and educational lecture.
Featuring a question and answer session after the lecture.
Please RSVP to Janet Yodice at 973.758.9000 by Dec 5th

A CareOne Senior Care Center

Yes, he needs assistance.
But he needs his daughter even more.
Join families like yours at a Sunrise holiday open house: Sunday, December 7, 2008 • 11:30am – 3:30pm

Sunrise of Westﬁeld understands what you need most — time to focus on each other. Since
1981, we’ve been helping families care for families. Warm, compassionate senior care
is personalized around your loved one’s needs and provided in communities with all the
comforts of home. Pick up or download a free copy of our Caregiver Toolkit — ﬁlled with
useful information and inspirational stories — for a limited time. Stop by, call a community
near you or visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com/caregivertoolkit today to learn how we can
help your family.
Sunrise of Westfield

908-317-3030

240 Springfield Ave., Westfield, NJ 07090

Assisted Living • Memory Care
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Give Thanks for All We Enjoy As
Citizens of Free and Prosperous Nation
This week we celebrate Thanksgiving, which for most
of us means the coming together of family and friends, a
smorgasbord of delights ranging from turkey to pumpkin
pie, and perhaps the big football game — all made
especially festive by brilliant autumn hues and the start of
the holiday season.
At such a busy time of year, with so much to prepare for,
it is easy to take for granted the privileges and opportunities most of us experience daily as citizens of the United
States, but which are a luxury or non-existent in many
other parts of the world. The majority of us need not
wonder how we will feed, shelter, educate or obtain
medical care for their children. We need not fear persecution or worse because of cultural or religious differences,
nor the threat that an armed conflict could wipe out our
home, our town or our entire way of life in a single day.
We have the freedom to express our individuality,
practice our faith, voice our dissent and elect our own
leaders. We can travel outside our homeland, associate
with whom we choose, and pursue our dreams as far as our

ambition and hard work will take us, regardless of our
background.
It was these very tenets which gave the Pilgrims courage to venture across the Atlantic to begin new lives in an
unfamiliar and uncharted land; that fueled the American
colonists’ fight for independence more than a century
afterwards and inspired countless men and women to risk
their lives in defense of these freedoms ever since. While
our society is not flawless, and there are many within our
own borders who struggle against hunger, homelessness
and other woes, we continue to stand tall for our strength
as a nation and for the ideals we represent.
So as you sit around your holiday table, take an extra
moment to contemplate the many things for which we
have to be grateful. Then take another moment to remember all of those people, both here and abroad, who face a
daily battle just to survive, live with dignity, or carve out
a better tomorrow for their children. And to all our
readers, and your families — our best wishes for a happy
and healthy Thanksgiving Day.

Obama Can’t Do It All;
We Must Help Ourselves
President-elect Barack Obama hasn’t taken office yet,
but he appears to be building a good team in preparation
for takeover in January. All Americans must pull for his
success, but he can’t do it all. There’s no magic wand of
stimulus from the top-down that will solve our problems.
We must help ourselves and share the burden unselfishly.
The strength of our society is from the bottom up. The
further away one gets to Trenton, Washington, D.C., or to
the boardroom, the weaker the fabric has proven to be.
At best, one can demand or hope that Trenton, Washington, D.C., and the boardroom end the corruption, malfeasance and bungling – or help if they can, otherwise get out
of the way.
So far, our officials are afraid to be candid with the
public that “the king has no clothes” – meaning restructuring is essential at all levels, whether it be at General
Motors, the New Jersey Education Association (NJEA) or
Carla Katz’s Communications Workers of America union.
There is no money, and past promises can’t be met; they
never could be. We wonder which official will be first to
acknowledge this and make the clarion call for restructuring and sacrifice. In our minds, that person will move
from being just an elected official and politician to being
a “leader by deed” and deserving of esteem. Would such
a leader be set up as a scapegoat? Is this the reason for
none of them displaying the requisite daring?
Or is it that the issues seem so complex to them that they
are paralyzed from action? To this, we note that many told
Alexander The Great that the Gordian Knot was too
complex to be undone.
Governor Jon Corzine continues dreadfully in search of
a magic bullet, the Golden Fleece, or hopes to conjure
another twisting misdirection to forestall the inevitable.

Last week, he proposed to delay pension payments to the
public employees fund from municipalities and counties
(see page 2). Isn’t this just more of the poison we’ve been
fed over the last several years? The Governor has even
called for the federal government to give states $700
billion in bailout money to mask the malfeasance.
More spending legislation, devoid of restructuring, is
being deliberated this week in Trenton. On this page, state
Senator Ray Lesniak (LD-20, Elizabeth) writes what
appears to us to be a letter of desperation or a scare tactic
– pass these spending plans or “The consequences are that
severe. I kid you not.”
The NJEA aired TV ads last week promoting how the
public must further the funding of its interests. Seems as
if they are in no mood for shared sacrifice and restructuring. In view of matters today: “How selfish,” it strikes us.
Last week, we wrote of an example in which restructuring could start locally by suggesting that the vacant vice
principal post at Westfield High School be left unfilled for
financial reasons. It was not an attack on the school
system, but an example in our minds of how the “longest
journey begins with the first step.”
The school system is one of our strongest institutions as
referenced at the beginning of this article. Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan writes today on this page that
she might agree with the editorial had it been a “clarion
call”; we like her suggestion so well that let’s “Make it so”
as Jean-Luc Picard would say.
President-elect Obama has already taken a strong position and promised action on one restructuring matter of
which we agree: Get rid of the BCS football system and
have a national championship playoff. He promises to use
his influence on this (and other matters, we hope).

Superintendent Disagrees with Editorial Unless it Was a
Clarion Call for All to realize We live in a Different Time
I am at a loss to explain why last week’s
editorial [The Westfield Leader] assumed
that I am not working to cut costs in the 10
public schools in Westfield. Of course I
considered whether the assistant principal position in Westfield High School
should be filled at this time! As I do
several times in the course of the day, I
looked at data to determine if this was an
opportunity to cut costs. As the superintendent of the Westfield Schools, I realize
that public education is not immune from
the economic problems facing our town,
our state, our country and the world.
The Leader covers every meeting of
the Westfield Board of Education and
reports on the events at every meeting. A
review of some of these articles would
find that the members of the board and I
have been working proactively to serve
our growing student body in a time of
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decreasing resources.
In last week’s edition of this paper, a
front-page article detailed an assessment
of our Leaps and Bounds program. This
program not only meets the needs of our
students and parents, it has also saved
money over the last few years. Previous
editions of The Leader have reported that
we eliminated an assistant principal position last year because of a decrease in
enrollment in one of our schools. Reporters from this newspaper have also detailed personnel cuts recently made that
were challenged by members of the public.
The analysis I conducted to determine
if the assistant principal position should
be filled included comparisons to other
high schools and to previous years. As
reported on the most recent State School
Report Card, the student/administrator

ratio across New Jersey was 181.3 to 1
compared to Westfield High School’s
ratio of 268.3 to 1. I also reviewed the
student/administrative ratio over the past
thirty years in Westfield High School and
determine that we now have the highest
ratio with the exception of one year.
Had last week’s editorial been a clarion
call that all of us have to realize we are
living in a different time when personnel
reductions will be inevitable in all areas,
including education, I would have been in
agreement. Based on the current state of
the economy, I anticipate that we will
face the elimination of more positions in
the schools as we go forward. The assumption that we had not already begun
to address this is incorrect.
Margaret Dolan, Ed. D.
Superintendent of Westfield Schools

By Robert Viglianti
Mayor of Mountainside
Editor’s Note: This is the final part of
Mountainside Mayor Bob Viglianti’s
three-part article, inspired and to appear
in the weeks prior to Thanksgiving. The
mayor invites others to write and share
their thoughts as well. Please e-mail
editor@goleader.com.
Having recently retired from business,
I find that I now have time to reminisce
about my growing up in Westfield and
living, now, in Mountainside. I would
like to share these memories with those of
you who are from my era and tell the
newer arrivals about Westfield and
Mountainside from 1940 to today.
Do you remember Geiger’s on Springfield Avenue across from Echo Lake Park?
Mr. Geiger, Sr. made the best apple cider
around. You get a glass or two of this ice
cold cider then go across the street to the
pony ride — where you would go around
three and sometimes, if they weren’t busy,
four times. All for 15 cents. Later Geiger’s
started making some of the best apple and
pumpkin pies in the area. I remember that
at Thanksgiving and Christmas you would
call in the order and still wait in line for a
half hour while smelling those wonderful
pies.
Do you remember the carnival that
would come every summer? It was in
Clark right over the railroad tracks between Central and Rahway Avenues. It is
now known as Terminal Lane, owned by
the Villa family. There were rides, sideshows and games of “chance.” Remember all the carnie workers had southern
accents and how they would entice you to
spend your money.
Do you remember when Hahne’s department store wanted to build in
Westfield? There was a tremendous outcry from both the residents and merchants. Each thought that this would
change the complexion of Westfield forever. Well it did! Some think it was for the
better and others disagree.
Do you remember Miss Horn,
Roosevelt Junior High vice-principal, who
wouldn’t let you buy ice cream after lunch
unless you showed her your empty soup
bowl? Boy did I hate pea soup then.
Do you remember the Westfield dancing school held at the tennis club on
Chestnut Street? Remember the boys
would always wear coats and ties and the
girls fancy dresses and, sometimes, those
little white gloves. The boys sat along one
wall and the girls across the floor and then
would come the announcement: “Boys,
ask a young lady to dance.” Boy what
pressure! However the greatest pressure
is when the announcement came, “Ladies
please pick a partner.” Suppose no one
asks me! What do I do?
Do you remember the two carhops on
Route 22, one in Springfield and one in
Union — The Big Top and The Adventure? They would bring your food on little
trays that would clip onto your window.
Remember the “older guys” would have
hopped up cars with loud mufflers and
fancy paint jobs.
Do you remember when there was a
taxi stand outside the train station? They
would line up at night to meet the arriving
New York commuters. Later, they left
and there was a taxi booth to phone for a
cab. Today there are only a few cabs in the
entire area.
Do you remember the Playfair on Elm
Street next to Made in America. The
owner’s name was Dick and he knew all
about trains, models and every toy in the
store. You don’t get this type of service
anywhere today.

Letters to the Editor
Railroad Deal, ‘Fuller’s Folly,’ is
Becoming Excessively Costly
A local paper recently published an
article, “Another roadblock for freight
rail line – equipment problems mean more
delays.” It was about the Morristown and
Erie Railway project. This privatelyowned freight line has been draining millions of dollars from our public coffers
with nothing to show for the money.
The M&E’s freight project, coordinated by Gordon Fuller, and often referred to by opponents as “Fuller’s Folly,”
is becoming an excessively costly and
unprofitable undertaking. The only money
being made is by the M&E Railway. Over
the years, M&E has stored lines of loaded
freight cars in the backyards of residents
for months at a time. Anyone paying for
public storage knows that this, in itself, is
a profitable endeavor.
M&E’s 10-year contract with Union
County costs them 17 cents a month for
leasing the 21-mile stretch of track. What
a deal! The article described Fuller meeting with state officials about money they
are “at odds over.” I hope the state officials who meet with Fuller, check with
M&E’s record of spending our money.
Since most of the state officials involved are new to their jobs since the
project began, it would serve them well to
follow the money and the history of this
freight proposal according to documents
and contracts. They should check the
website stopthetrain.org for original documents from the inception of Fuller’s Folly.
Steve Merman and Al Faella, two Union
County officials that are cited in the article, are also more recently appointed to
their county positions. They will be accountable for due diligence prior to making future decisions about this particular
freight project.
I suggest that they too check the documented website above. I hope that any
county officials meeting with the state
would know more than what Merman
stated in the article. “We’re confident that
there will be continued funding for the
project,” Merman said. “It’s all about
getting trucks off the road. That’s how
this all got started.”
It’s not all about getting trucks off the
road. Is Merman unaware of Fuller’s claim
of servicing of local businesses? This was
a selling point to the Union County freeholders. If there will be any servicing of
local businesses there will be increased
truck traffic, as well as the necessity of
truck depots along the line.
Fuller, when asked, has never listed
potential customers. Probably because
Fuller doesn’t want officials and the public to know that we will be subsidizing the
mega-billion dollar company that M&E

supersearch
Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the
newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information
and exciting extras! Order your copies today!
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Visit our website at www.goleader.com

Do you remember there were two sweet
shops in town? One was The Sweet Shop
and I’m not certain about the second. I
want to say Hills but I am not certain.
Both served great Sundays, milkshakes
and banana splits; and a real favorite, a
root beer float. I remember that the banana split was the most expensive at 35
cents. They always gave you a glass of ice
water with every order.
Do you remember when Route 22 was
Route 29?
Do you remember when J.S. Irving’s
lumberyard was on South Avenue near
the circle where the gas company has
offices today?
Do you remember when Westfield had
a bowling alley? It was on North Avenue,
on the second floor above Kohn’s Jewelry. It had 10 lanes, pin boys and two
pool tables. It was run by a guy they called
“Pro”.
Beside all the banks that no longer
exist, there is a long list of businesses that
I grew up with, that are also no longer
here. Most were family owned “mom and
pop” type stores. All cared about their
customers and many lived in the area.
Some were: Arthur Stevens, Westfield
Camera, Epsteins, Andrew’s Shoes (my
dad), Westfield Ford, Rotchford Pontiac,
Landcasters, Wyatt’s Men, Dukes,
Westfield Drugs, Pearsall and
Frankenbach, Music Staff, Terrills,
Westfield Sport Center, several gas stations and barber shops.
Still here and still very active — Today
there remains a small handful of businesses that were in existence when I was
a child. The first that comes to mind is The
Leader Store. To my memory, this is one
of the longest continuing family run business in Westfield. I believe it is, today, on
its third or maybe fourth generations of
the Spector family. No one went to school
or college without first shopping here. I
just recently threw out my footlocker that
I bought there to go off to college. Next
has to be Baron’s Drugs. I don’t know if
it is still the same family as was in the
fifty’s, but I do know that they are very
customer friendly — and that Greg, the
present owner, is a model train enthusiast
and is interested in buying some of your
old train sets. Their pharmacists, Sue,
Debra and Patrick (Pat) are not only
friendly but do take an interest in their
patients. I love kidding Pat!
Today there still remains two very fine
nurseries — Williams, on the Springfield
border and Amberg’s on the Clark border. Both are family owned and run. I
know that William’s is on its third generation, if not fourth. There is Ed’s dad, Ed
and Ed’s family, Dave and others. The
Amburgs are at least on their second
generation. I have bought from both, and
both are friendly and knowledgeable about
all segments of horticulture.
Norris Chevrolet, while it moved to
where Rotchford was, has been in Westfield
for as long as I remember. I bought my first
new car from them in 1963.
Robert Treat has also been here since
my youth. I always remember the smell of
the turkeys cooking around the holiday
season. They also had the best rice pudding I ever had, as a youth.
Hershey’s Subs and Deli — their
present location is the second place I
remember. Today’s owners, Jerry, Mike
(the pony man) and Ryan, still make great
subs and other foods. Their six-foot sub is
really great for tailgating or just a large
party.
Happy Thanksgiving everyone.

is storing pellets for or the rail cars that
Fuller publicly admitted do not fit in the
Bayway property. Fuller also claimed towns
would benefit by the restoration process.
Roselle, a financially strapped town, hasn’t
seen a cent in the last seven years. Why can’t
these big companies pay their own way?
Arlene Murphy
Roselle

Power of Democracy
Lies in Education
January 20, 2009, is destined to be a
day that will live in our nation’s history
for years to come. On that day, Barack
Obama becomes our nation’s 44th President. Our country will break another barrier in the long climb toward social equality. His inauguration represents to every
child in this country that there are no
limits to what hard work and a commitment to a good education can bring.
We believe the message of hope in
Obama’s personal story is so compelling,
that every child in New Jersey should
have the opportunity to watch as he becomes President and to hear his inaugural
address. There is a wonderful irony that
the day preceding the inauguration is
Martin Luther King Day – what more
appropriate way to recognize the heroism
and foresight of Dr. King than to have our
children witness part of Dr. King’s dream
being realized. What an important lesson
for every school-age child to know that
the power of democracy lies in education,
and to understand that in America, because we value education and provide
public education for all, there is at least
the hope of leveling the playing field for
those who strive for success.
Given our current economic challenges,
Obama’s rise from the humble economic
circumstances of his youth is a reminder
that our hopes for the future rest with the
education of our children. In Highland
Park, we made the decision to share this
momentous occasion with the entire
school community. We ask the Governor,
Commissioner of Education, New Jerey
School Boards Association and the New
Jersey Education Association to jointly
encourage all schools in the State to provide the opportunity for the children, faculty and staff to watch the inauguration on
Jan. 20. Our children deserve to feel a part
of this moment and to be able to say to
their children, “I witnessed this profound
historical event.”
Wendy Saiff, President BOE
Sarah Vacca, Ed. Assoc.
Highland Park
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Senal – Spanish for a landmark
2. Worral – A lizard-like animal with a
forked tongue
3. Potamian – A soft-shelled river tortoise
4. Hirple – To limp
POURRIDIE
1. A surplus in supplies, materials, etc.
2. A nightgown
3. Any of various fungus growths which
decay the roots of vines
4. A soluable poison formed in the
putrefaction of blood and other protein
matter
REQUIN
1. A shark
2. A battle ax or mace
3. A sperm whale
4. A nectarine
MICHE
1. To cheat or defraud
2. To hide or sneak
3. Sharpness; eagerness
4. Literary works
TREAGUE
1. To coil or wind round
2. Of an alien or foreign nature
3. A scar or ulcer underneath the skin of
sheep
4. A truce

Letters to
the Editor
Senator Lesniak
Comments On State
Economic Legislation
The legislation we are considering today [Monday, November 24, 2008] represents nothing less than the future of the
State of New Jersey. If it does not pass, we
will see the words of Bruce Springsteen’s
“My Hometown” come true: ‘These jobs
are going boys and they ain’t commin’
back.’
In his recent speech to the Legislature,
Governor Jon Corzine proposed a financial recovery package that will spur economic growth, create jobs and lessen the
pain of many of our residents in danger of
losing their homes. But for that economic
recovery to continue and grow, we need
the tools in this legislation.
I am drafting legislation that will reform the Fair Housing Act so we can see
affordable housing being built and jobs
created for our working families. But for
that legislation to succeed, we need the
legislation we are considering today.
Our colleges and universities are the
cornerstone of our economy. If we want
to retain and attract high paying jobs, and
we do, we must help them meet their
infrastructure needs. The best companies
with the best paying jobs need to partner
with the best institutions of higher learning. This legislation will help them meet
some of their needs to build and upgrade
their facilities.
Investors have not gone out of the
business of investing. They are just in
hibernation. This legislation will help
wake them up and invest in New Jersey’s
future.
High property taxes have made New
Jersey unaffordable for many. This legislation will help our towns increase ratables
and ease the property tax burden on
homeowners.
Make no mistake about it, what Joe
Biden predicted in a different context,
confronts our state today. We are being
tested. Our survival as a state literally
hangs in the balance.
Now is not the time to tinker, to worry
about upsetting applecarts or to be timid.
New Jersey is at a crossroad. If we are
bold and visionary, if we choose wisely,
we will take the road that leads to the
economic Promised Land. If we remain
stuck in our ways and choose poorly and
stay on the road we’ve been traveling on,
we will see a constant deterioration of the
quality of life in our state. The consequences are that severe. I kid you not. We
are in a crisis and must not stand idly by
while our residents suffer.
This legislation does not get us to the
economic Promised Land, but it gives us
a road map and paves the way to get there.
Sen. Ray Lesniak (LD-20)
Union

Town Atty’s Response
Was Appropriate
We must take issue with Ms.
Augustine’s attack on our [Westfield]
town attorney, Robert Cockren. Ms. Augustine may be an attorney, as are many,
many of us in town. However, she is
either uninformed on constitutional matters or is unable to analytically think
through the positions she advocates.
The constitutional rights of our citizens young and old must be considered
and weighed before any ordinance is
passed. Moreover, the adoption of an
unwise ordinance could prove quite costly
for the town should enforcement be challenged in a court proceeding in which a
winning plaintiff could not only be
awarded damages but also attorneys’ fees
(which are often far more than compensatory damages).
We are very fortunate to have Mr.
Cockren’s informed advice on such matters. His measured response was entirely
appropriate for the issues presented.
Rich and Denise Ricci
Westfield

Deadlines
News - Friday 4pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help
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Society Inaugurates the
Westfield Hall of Fame
By WILIAM FOLEY and LEE HALE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historical Society has formed the
Westfield Hall of Fame (WHF) to
honor Westfielders who have made
significant contributions in their chosen field, had a significant impact on
the town, state or nation, and have
brought pride and recognition to
Westfield. The WHF will be an annual program, where nominees, made
by the public and the society, will be
chosen by the selection committee
and honored at the society’s annual
spring banquet. Records of the
Westfield Hall of Fame will be maintained for public access in the society’s
archives.
Nancy Priest, president of the
Westfield Historical Society, announced the first 20 nominees (see
photographs on this page) for induction in this inaugural year of the program. “The list of nominees suggests
that Westfield has fostered people of
achievement,” said Lee Hale, chairman of the selection committee.
There will be 10 Hall of Fame members chosen based on a list developed
by the Westfield Historical Society
and supplemented by nominations
from the public. The inductees will be
announced in January 2009.
The Hall of Fame selection committee encourages the public to submit candidates for consideration by
December 15, by mailing a profile to
Lee Hale, Westfield Hall of Fame,
P.O. Box 613, Westfield, N.J. 07091.
For more information on the
Westfield Historical Society or to
become a member, please see
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org,
send
an
e-mail
to
info@westfieldhistoricalsociety.org
or call (908) 645-1794.
Charles Addams (1912-1988). A
Westfield High School (WHS) graduate known as an artist, cartoonist, and
especially for his macabre humor.
His cartoons were published in the
New Yorker, Colliers and TV Guide.
The Addams Family was the basis for
a TV series, a cartoon series and
movies.
Virginia Apgar (1909-1974). In
1952, she developed the 10-point scoring system measuring an infant’s
physical condition just minutes after
birth. The test, known as “The Apgar
Score,” still in use today, requires all
newborns to be screened in the first
critical minutes of life.
Charles Apgar (1830-1915). He
was known as the “Wireless Wizard.”
He developed the ability to record
radio signals. His wireless at home
(one of the most powerful in the world)
tipped the U.S. about German spies
in Long Island, N.Y. reducing allied
ship sinkings by German U-boats in
World War I.
Charles P. Bailey (1909-1986). He
served as a Republican committeeman, town councilman (1940-1946)
and mayor (1947-1954). He was responsible for the current Town Hall/
Library complex as a complement to
Mindowaskin Park and Presbyterian
Church.
Emma Bridges (1842-1924). A
resident of Westfield for 52 years, she
was the first president of the Westfield
Woman’s Club. In 1874, she established the Every Saturday Book Club,
which was the beginning of the
Westfield Public Library. She was involved in the founding of “Children’s
Country Home,” which is now
Children’s Specialized Hospital.
Robert N. Buck (1914-2007). He
set a record for speed flying across
the U.S. in the 1930’s. He worked as
a TWA pilot from 1937 to 1945. He
received an Air Medal from President
Truman for Army thunderstorm/
weather research, and was elected to
the Aviation Hall of Fame.
Robert Clotworthy (b. 1932). He
was a diving champion: three-time NJ
Interscholastic, two-time Eastern Interscholastic, three-time Big Ten, fourtime National AAU, one-time National
Collegiate. In 1952, he won the Olympic Bronze at Helsinki, and in 1956,
the Olympic Gold at Melbourne.
The Devlins Harry (1918-2001),
Wende (1918-2002). Harry was an
illustrator for Life, Colliers, Saturday
Home Magazine and New York Daily
News and U.S. Naval Intelligence.
Harry did portraits of Westfield and
New Jersey historic sites; Wende was
a portrait painter and author of
children’s books. Both are members
of the N.J. Literary Hall of Fame.
Edward Ellsberg (1872-1983).
Commander Ellsberg authored several books dealing with submarine
salvage. One book, “Pigboats,” was
made into the film Hell Below. In
1944, he was instrumental in preparing artificial harbors that made the
Normandy landings a success. For
his success, he was awarded the Order of the British Empire.
Robert A. Fairbairn (1839-1891).
He was chairman of National Biscuit.
He built and owned Fair Acres Driving
Club (half-mile harness track at the site
of the present Washington School). He
was the breeder of Gallahadion, winner
of the 66th Kentucky Derby, and Hoop
Jr. that won the 71st Kentucky Derby.
Robert Hoffman (late 1800’s). He
served as a journalist on several newspapers including the Plainfield Courier
News and the New York Herald. He left
New York and became the editor and
owner of the Union County Standard.
He also devoted time to historical research and authored several books about
Westfield and New Jersey.
Sigismund Ivanowski (18751944). A leading portrait artist,
Ivanowski was born in the Ukraine

and studied at the St. Petersburg Academy of Fine Arts, and had a studio in
Westfield. He painted the leading
actresses of his day for The Century
Magazine, as well as a portrait of
Theodore Roosevelt, which still hangs
in the National Portrait Gallery in
Washington.
Gary Kehler (1931-2007). Gary
was an incredibly successful WHS
coach – football, 86 percent winning
record; wrestling, 83 percent, golf,
88 percent. Football – eight state
championships, nine undefeated seasons, a 48-game unbeaten streak.
Named the #1 high school coach in
N.J. in the 20th Century and was
inducted into the National Football
Hall of Fame.
Robert Mulreany (1916-1998).
Robert was Chairman of the Board at
Overlook Hospital and credited with
establishing it as a teaching hospital.
He served as president of the Westfield
Board of Education, trustee of Overlook Hospital, and mayor of Westfield,
1965-1968.
The Pearsalls. Alfred (1847-1919)
founded Pearsall’s News Bureau. He
owned the Union County Standard and
was a Chataqua and Abraham Lincoln
lecturer. Leigh (1874-1964) was director of Information U.S. in WWI. He
assembled and marketed Indian Forest
section of Westfield starting in 1934.
Clifford Everson (1871-1953) launched
a real estate and insurance agency, and
developed the Brightwood section of
Westfield. Donald and Everson Pearsall
formed and managed Pearsall and
Frankenbach, a real estate and insurance firm.
Charles Philhower (1878-1962).
He served as Superintendent of the
Westfield Public Schools for 30 years
until his retirement in 1947. During
his tenure, he opened Roosevelt,
Franklin and Wilson Schools as
Westfield’s population quadrupled.
William Reeve (1872-1963). He
was one of the founders of the
Westfield YMCA and responsible for
the World War I monument in the
plaza at the town center. Perhaps his
most enduring contribution to
Westfield was the donation of the 11
acres that became Mindowaskin Park.
Anne Revere (1903-1990). She
was nominated as Best Supporting
Actress three times and won the Oscar for National Velvet. In 1931, she
made her Broadway debut in The
Great Barrington and later in The
Children’s Hour, As You Like It and
the Three Sisters. In the ’40’s, Anne
made her way to Hollywood where
she appeared in several movies including A Place in the Sun and
Gentlemen’s Agreement.
H. Emerson Thomas (1903-2001).
He was known as Mr. Westfield for
over 50 years serving as president of
the Y Board, founder and president of
the Westfield Foundation. In the larger
world, he was known as Mr. LP Gas,
creating several gas companies, which
he eventually sold to Suburban Propane in 1958. His engineering firm
installed LP gas plants throughout
the country.
Charles Wallace (1885-1964). He
founded Wallace & Tiernan Co., holds
more than 80 patents. Invented controlled feeding of chlorine gas for
sterilizing drinking water thus eliminating typhoid and dysentery in the
civilized world. He was instrumental
in starting the Westfield United Way
and the Westfield Foundation.
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Letters to the Editor
We Do Indeed Have
Much to be Thankful For
Thanksgiving is a distinctively American holiday, set aside for giving thanks
for the blessings of health, food, shelter,
family, friends and community. Perhaps
no image is more closely linked to the
holiday than Norman Rockwell’s iconic
illustration, “Freedom from Want.”
Inspired by FDR’s “four freedoms”
speech, in which he invokes “economic
understandings, which secure to every
nation a healthy peacetime life for all its
inhabitants,” both the message and the
image have special significance this November. Even in our current economic
turmoil, America remains the richest nation on earth and we do indeed have much
to be thankful for.
During the Thanksgiving season, many
Westfielders, recognizing how much they
have to be grateful for, say “thank you” by
giving to the Westfield United Way, which
helps maintain the quality of life for all in
our community. Our slogan, “Neighbors
helping Neighbors,” has new urgency
this year for the many residents who de-

pend on services such as childcare, transportation, hot meals, and afterschool tutoring provided by our 18-member agencies.
We are grateful to all who have generously responded to the 2008 Westfield
United Way campaign, and we urge all
who have not yet sent in a pledge card to
do so now, as a sign of “thanks-giving.”
By sharing their blessings, Westfielders
can extend the holiday spirit throughout
the coming year.
On behalf of all of us at the Westfield
United Way, best wishes for a happy and
healthy Thanksgiving.
Jennifer Jaruzelski, Campaign Chair
Westfield United Way

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING
EVERYONE

Convenient Options to Mail Packages
This Holiday Season with Post Office
It’s the time of the season when we all
begin to think about mailing our holiday
cards and gifts. As Postmasters, we know
our customers lead busy lives, and that is
why we are so pleased to let them know they
need never wait on line at the post office
again, this holiday season or any season!
Any postal customer with a computer
can visit the postal services website:
usps.com, it’s literally just like a “Post
Office at your Fingertips.” Usps.com enables users to buy stamps online, print mailing labels with or without postage, request
free package pickup, track packages and
confirm deliveries, send shipments around
the world, design customized postage, and
order free packaging. The site has a postage
calculator, a post office locator, and provides package tracking and zip code lookup.
Almost anything you can do at a post office,
you can do online, 24/7 from the convenience of a home or office computer.
Stamps can also be purchased by mail. A
postage paid order form is available from
letter carriers. Stamps can also be ordered
by telephone at (800) STAMP-24. There is
a small handling fee with this option.
Click-N-Ship lets you print postage
and mailing labels from your computer.
Plus we give you price savings on Priority

Mail and Express Mail when you ship
online. The more you ship, the more you
save. And we include free delivery confirmation when you use Click-N-Ship.
The postal service offers free, ecofriendly, recyclable Express Mail and
Priority Mail boxes and envelopes, which
can be ordered online at usps.com/shop
for home delivery. You can schedule carrier pickup online and we’ll pick up your
packages for free. We come to you, so
you can skip the trip and save fuel this
Yule. There’s never a fuel surcharge when
you ship with the Postal Service and no
extra charge for Saturday delivery.
For those postal customers who need to
send a letter registered mail or a package
COD, visit the Scotch Plains post office at
536 Park Avenue, during retail window
hours: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday through
Friday and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday.
The Westfield post office is located at 153
Central Avenue. Regular business hours
are Monday through Friday from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Happy Holidays!
Butch Belanger
Scotch Plains Postmaster
George Caswell, Jr.
Westfield Postmaster

STAHL FARELLA
Attorneys At Law

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001 • www.stahlesq.com

December 2008 Westfield Memorial Library Events
Library Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 AM to 9:00 PM
Friday and Saturday 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM Sunday 1:00 to 5 PM

Closed December 24 and December 25 for Christmas
December 31 Closing at 5:00 pm for New Year’s Eve
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WHY  MILLION HOMEOWNERS
TRUST THEIR HOMES TO
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Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

ADULT PROGRAMS

12/3
12/4

7:00 pm
10:00 am

12/5
12/8
12/9
12/12
12/19

1:30 pm
2 & 6 pm
10:00 am
1:30 pm
1:30 pm

12/22
12/26

12 pm

Elizabeth Tryon, Soprano
New Computer Class: Shopping
Resources on the Internet
TGIF! George Seurat
International Film “The Lives of Others”
New Computer Class: Email Basics
TGIF! Opera Highlights
TGIF! Classic Movie Week:
“Christmas in Connecticut”
Harpist Merynda Adams
NO TGIF! Happy Holidays!

“Helping Accident
Victims Everyday”

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS

12/3
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0 

3:45 pm Readers’ Theater-No age requirement,
but children must know how to read.

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to
some programs. 550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-789-4090 www.wmlnj.org

JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com
Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency
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Former Supt. Foley to Share
Experiences on Cycling Trip

Ms. Caitlin Nicola Nish and David John Pearson

Ms. Caitlin N. Nish
To Wed David J. Pearson
Ms. Jeanne Colucci of Westfield
and Wayne Nish of Singapore have
announced the engagement of their
daughter, Ms. Caitlin Nicola Nish of
New York City, to David John
Pearson, also of New York City. He
is the son of Karen and Stan Pearson
of Lake Wylie, S.C.
A 1999 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride-to-be earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree with distinction in English from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor in
2003. She currently is employed as
an editor on the Global Desk of financial news company Dow Jones
Newswires.
Her fiancé is a 1999 graduate of
Brighton High School in Brighton,
Mich. He played football at the University of Michigan and graduated
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in

Woman’s Club Receives
Information on Strokes
WESTFIELD – The members of
the Home Life/Social Services Department of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield gathered recently to hear a
program entitled “All About
Strokes,” put together by Pam Roudy,
coordinator of Health Education
Services at Overlook Hospital.
Dr. Shalini Bansil, director of the
Stroke Program at Overlook, discussed stroke prevention, including
healthy eating, exercising, monitoring blood pressure and cholesterol,
and not smoking.
The signs of a stroke are sudden
and may include severe headache,
loss of speech, weakness on one side,
difficulty walking and unusual confusion, Dr. Bansil said.
“Every minute counts if a stroke is
suspected, so call 911 immediately
and go to the nearest Stroke Center
Hospital (Overlook Hospital),” the
physician added. “Remember, saving time is of the essence, and immediate intervention is necessary.”

Economics in 2003.
A former player in the National
Football League for the Atlanta Falcons and Detroit Lions, the future
bridegroom currently is employed
as an acquisitions analyst at real
estate development firm Related in
New York City.
The couple will be married at the
Willow Harbor Vineyard in Three
Oaks, Mich. in September 2009.

Smiths Welcome Son,
Andrew Benham
Jeff and Kelly Smith of Scotch
Plains have announced the birth of
their son, Andrew Benham Smith,
on Friday, October 31, at 2:12 p.m.
at St. Luke’s Roosevelt Hospital in
New York City.
Andrew weighed 7 pounds and 14
ounces and measured 19 inches in
length at birth.
He joins his brother, Matthew, age
20 months.
The baby’s maternal grandmother
is Patricia Benham of Stratford, Conn.
Jeff and Ginny Smith of Westfield
are his paternal grandparents.
Andrew’s maternal great-grandmother is Catherine Ambrose of
Fairfield, Conn.

Zion Lutheran Offers
‘Christmas Cantata’
AREA – The Zion Lutheran
Church, located at 559 Raritan Road
in Clark, will present “Christmas
Cantata – The Love of God at Christmas” on Sunday, December 7, at 10:30
a.m. All are welcome.
The Zion Lutheran Church Hallelujah Choir, the Calvary Baptist
Church Choir of Allentown, Pa. and
the Praise Orchestra of local musicians and members of Zion Lutheran
Church will be featured. For more
information, call (732) 382-7320 or
visit zionlutheranclark.com.

WESTFIELD – Retired Westfield
Public Schools Superintendent and
avid cyclist William J. Foley will
discuss “Cycling Cross Country in
27 Days” at the First Wednesday
Luncheon of the Westfield Historical Society. The luncheon will take
place at noon on December 3 at B.G.
Fields Restaurant, located at 560
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.
During his talk, he will explain how
he came to be one of 30 cyclists who
last spring came together from all over
the country, as well as Great Britain,
for a cross-country cycling event that
began on April 21 in Costa Mesa,
Calif. Their journey ended 27 days
later in Savannah, Ga. on May 17.
He will describe the diversity in
age of the group, the number of miles
they traveled each day, the states
they traveled through, the places they
rested and the hills and mountains
they had to climb to attain their goal.
During his 40-year career in education, Dr. Foley served as an elementary school teacher, educational researcher and school administrator. He
has been a Westfield resident since
1984, the same year he joined Westfield
Public Schools as its chief finance
officer. In 1991 he left Westfield to
become superintendent in Marlboro,
returning to Westfield in 1996. He has
three children who graduated from

Rotarians to Hold
Sale of Luminaries
FANWOOD – The FanwoodScotch Plains Rotary Club will hold
its annual Luminary Sale again this
year at the Fanwood Municipal Garage, located on North Avenue opposite the Fanwood Memorial Library.
Luminaries may be purchased on
Saturday, December 6; Saturday and
Sunday, December 13 and 14, and
Saturday and Sunday, December 20
and 21, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. each
day. They also will be available on
Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24, from 9 a.m. to noon.
The cost for each luminary candle
kit is 50 cents (candle, bag and sand).
All proceeds will benefit charities supported by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Club. For more information,
call Neil Schembre at (908) 889-9500.

American Legion Post
Announces Activities
WESTFIELD – Martin Wallberg Post
No. 3 American Legion of Westfield
has announced its schedule of upcoming activities, to be held at post headquarters at 1003 North Avenue, West.
Guitarist and vocalist Lloyd Van
Doren of Manville, known for both
original and cover tunes, will entertain from 8 to 11 p.m. tomorrow,
Friday, November 28. Following his
performance, Carol Mulligan, president of the post’s Women’s Auxiliary,
will host an evening of karaoke.
Guests are asked to provide a $5
donation. Light snacks will be offered and there will be a 50/50 raffle.
Proceeds will benefit Post No. 3’s
Building Fund, which is dedicated to
the maintenance, renovation and upkeep of the post headquarters.
The post’s annual Christmas party
will take place on Sunday, December
14, from 1 to 6 p.m. A hot and cold
buffet will be featured and exotic
drinks will be served. Tickets, which
cost $12, are on sale now at Post No.
3. For more information, call Martin
Wallberg American Legion Post No.
3 at (908) 232-9689.

Westfield High School.
The former superintendent has
been active in multiple community
organizations, among them the
Westfield Historical Society. He is
past president of the Rotary Club of
Westfield, a member of the “Y” board
and the Westfield Foundation and
currently serves as president of the
Westfield Optimists Club.
All those wishing to attend the
luncheon are asked to make a reservation by calling (908) 233-2930 by
noon on Monday, December 1. The
cost of the luncheon is $15, including gratuity.

AARP Chapter Posts
Holiday Luncheon
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter 4137 of the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP)
will meet at noon on Monday, December 1, for its annual holiday luncheon. The luncheon will take place
at B.G. Fields Restaurant, located at
560 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.
For reservations, as well as menu
selections and further details, call
(908) 232-1362.
The next regular meeting of the
chapter will be held on Monday,
January 5, 2009, at 1 p.m. at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located
at Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains. Ample parking is available. The Westfield area
chapter invites residents who hold
membership in the National AARP
to join Chapter 4137 members at
their next regular meeting.

Chorus’ Holiday Show
Set For December 7
AREA – The Metro Rhythm Chorus, a member of Sweet Adelines
International, will perform its holiday show on Sunday, December 7,
from 2 to 4 p.m.
This event, featuring music, food
and fellowship, will take place at
Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah, located at 111 Valley Road in Clark.
Tickets are $15 for general admission and $12 for senior citizens
(age 65 and over) and children age
10 and under. To purchase tickets
in advance, call (908) 638-6661.
Tickets also may be purchased at
the door.

Caregivers to Meet
On Monday Evening
WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or
chronically ill loved ones will meet
on Monday, December 1, at 8 p.m.
in the parish center of St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.
Meetings are held on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month.
These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information, call

Eliot R. Hamlisch and Ms. Lisa E. Krieger

Ms. Lisa E. Krieger
To Wed Eliot R. Hamlisch
Simon and Robin Krieger of Scotch
Plains have announced the engagement of their daughter, Ms. Lisa E.
Krieger, to Eliot R. Hamlisch. He is
the son of Ms. Robin Hamlisch of
Ithaca, N.Y. and the late Robert E.
Hamlisch, M.D.
The bride-to-be was raised in
Westfield and graduated from Westfield
High School in 2001. She graduated
with distinction from Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y. with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Economics in 2005.
Shortly afterwards, she became a
fixed income analyst at Credit Suisse.
Ms. Krieger currently is a senior manager with American Express and resides in Manhattan.
The future bridegroom was raised
in Ithaca, N.Y., graduating from Ithaca
High School in 2000. He was awarded
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology magna cum laude from Harvard
University in Cambridge, Mass. in
2004.

Sale Benefiting Animals
Commences Tomorrow
SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption will hold a
50-percent-off sale of all items in its
store tomorrow and Saturday, November 28 and 29.
Located at 1750 East Second Street
in Scotch Plains, the store is open from
10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. every day
except Sunday and Monday. For more
information, call (908) 486-0230.
Best Friend, a not-for-profit, allvolunteer rescue group, operates the
shop to help rescue homeless animals, foster them and provide veterinary care until permanent homes are
found.

Afterwards, Mr. Hamlisch worked
at American Express in Manhattan.
Presently he attends Harvard Business School in Boston, Mass. and
expects to receive a Master of Business Administration degree in June
2009. He resides in Boston.
The couple will be married in
Florham Park at The Park Savoy in
August 2009.

Library Holiday Event
To Spotlight Dickens
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Memorial Library will offer “A Holiday
Celebration With Charles Dickens,”
geared for all ages, on Thursday, December 4, at 7:30 p.m. Henry Morse,
also known as “The Old Time Radio
Man,” will present the program.
Participants will learn about the
ways in which Christmas was celebrated in America and Britain in the
mid 1800s, the time that Dickens’
classic work, “A Christmas Carol,”
was first published. A brief history of
the evolution of Christmas traditions
in America also will be discussed, as
well as a tie-in to the literature of
Charles Dickens.
The lecture will conclude with the
actual broadcast of the radio version
of “A Christmas Carol” starring
Lionel Barrymore as Scrooge, as it
originally aired on December 24,
1939.
The program will run about 90
minutes. It is free to the public, but
registration is suggested. The
Fanwood Memorial Library is located
at North Avenue and Tillotson Road.
For more information and to register,
interested persons may stop by the
library or call (908) 322-6400.

Moms Club to Present
Holiday Boutique Sale
AREA – The Moms Club of Springfield-Mountainside, a non-profit support group, will host a holiday boutique sale on Thursday, December
11, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at
the Springfield YMCA, located at
100 South Springfield Avenue.
A portion of the proceeds will benefit
the Springfield Public Library. Bags,
jewelry, clothes and food will be among
the featured merchandise. There also
will be a silent basket auction.

HELPING THOSE IN NEED…Cub Scout Troop 273 made a difference this
holiday season by helping those less fortunate than themselves. On November
11, the scouts made sandwiches at Temple Emanu-El in Westfield to be
delivered to the poor and homeless in Union County through the Mandy
Reichman Feeding Program. Pictured, from left to right, are: Aidan Fink,
Spencer Rothfleisch, Victor Coustan, Justin Hornstein and Bobby Frankfort.
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Party Start
Power
Enjoying Your Own Party!
•
•
•
•

You provide the food.
We organize the total setup.
We provide elegant & responsible service.
We are professional in apperance.

“Our job will not end ‘til the last dish is clean!”

908-337-7323
dianna.depalmer@gmail.com

* References
Provided
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Frederick R. Miller, 90, Hero Pilot;
Flight Instructor and Outdoorsman
Frederick Rea Miller, a central armed services. Mr. Miller then
figure in one of the nation’s most taught primary flight training durdramatic domestic airline flights, ing World War II as a civilian indied on Sunday, August 24, at Santa structor to Army Air Corps cadets
Rosa Memorial Hospital in Califor- based in Orangeburg, S.C.
He spent the next 30 years flying
nia after a short illness. He was 90
and had spent most of his early life the world for Pan Am from his base
in California. Mr. Miller was a lifein Westfield.
The historic flight took place on long friend of the late Captain Robert Buck of Westfield
June 28, 1965, when
– aviation pioneer, auMr. Miller was co-pithor and chief pilot of
lot of a Pan American
Trans World Airlines.
World Airways flight
Captain Miller lived
from San Francisco to
in San Mateo, Calif.
Honolulu. As the 707
and then in Calistoga,
gained altitude over the
Calif., where he built
town of San Bruno, the
his own home. He also
outboard engine on the
built and flew two
starboard side exploded
small experimental biand fell to the ground.
planes in his spare
The fuel tank caught
time. Mr. Miller enfire and the intense heat
joyed the outdoors and
melted 28 feet of wing,
hiked much of the
which also plummeted
Frederick R. Miller
western United States
to the ground.
For the next 39 minutes the crew and climbed many of the peaks of
managed to keep the crippled plane the Sierras.
When his wife died in 1999, he
airborne while preparing for a safe
emergency landing at nearby Travis moved to Spring Lake Village, a
Air Force Base. Mr. Miller later retirement community in Santa
explained that they applied bursts Rosa. It was also home to several
of power to the remaining engines, other retired Pan Am pilots, and
using them as thrusters, to maintain they enjoyed each other’s company
the 707’s balance. All 153 passen- and tales of their flying experiences.
Captain Miller is survived by three
gers and crew on board escaped
sons, all of who are pilots. They
without injury.
Losing 28 feet of wing and bring- include Edward “Ted” (Diane) of
ing the plane in safely was hailed as Santa Rosa, Calif., Ralph (Sarah)
extraordinary piloting skill and of Napa, Calif. and Paul (Joana) of
earned the crew nationwide acclaim Whitefish, Mont. Also surviving are
and medals from the Federal Avia- five grandchildren and two greattion Administration. The flight en- grandchildren; a brother, Robert
gineer said he was astonished at Miller of Westfield, and a sister,
how smoothly the plane was landed. Ellen Foster (Larry) of Westfield
Soon after, Mr. Miller was made a and State College, Pa. A sister, Sacaptain and he spent the rest of his rah Adams, predeceased him in
2006.
career with Pan Am.
November 27, 2008
He was 16 when he soloed at
Westfield Airport after one hour and
Angelo Bencivenga, 66
15 minutes of instruction. Too young
Angelo Bencivenga, 66, of
to have a driver’s license, he would
ride his bike to the airport to pursue Westfield died on Monday, November 17, at his home.
his passion – flying a plane.
Born and raised in Liberi Caserta,
Mr. Miller was born in Port
Arthur, Tex. on September 14, 1917, Italy, he came to the United States
to Albert E. and Susie Frederick in 1965, settling in Westfield.
Mr. Bencivenga had been a cusMiller. He began his schooling in
Berlin, Paris and London, where his todian with the Westfield school
father was an oil executive with the system for 19 years, retiring in 1999.
He was a member of the Westfield
Sinclair Refining Company.
The family moved to Westfield in Italian American Club.
Surviving are his wife of 41 years,
1925 and Mr. Miller graduated from
Westfield High School in 1935. He Clotilde Natale Bencivenga; three
attended Penn State University for sons, Ralph Bencivenga, Angelo
two years and then graduated from Bencivenga, Jr. and Dino Bencivenga;
Parks Air College in East St. Louis, a sister, Anna Bonaccorso; a brother,
Joseph Bencivenga, and seven grandIll. in 1940.
Mr. Miller joined Pan Am in 1943 children.
A sister, Maria Petruccelli, preand flew the Clippers known as “Flying Boats.” They landed on lagoons deceased him.
A Funeral Mass was offered on
throughout the islands of the South
Pacific and fueled from five-gallon Thursday, November 20, at St.
drums that had been stored in ad- Helen’s Roman Catholic Church of
vance. Pilot Miller’s favorite ex- Westfield. Burial took place at
pression was “There are old pilots Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were under the diand bold pilots, but no old, bold
rection of the Dooley Colonial
pilots.”
Mr. Miller married Beulah Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
McClosky of Bayonne in 1941, and Westfield.
Donations in his name may be
they lived in North Plainfield. He
was a flight instructor at Hadley made to Atlantic Hospice, 33
Airport and his students included Bleeker Street, Millburn, N.J.
young men from Rutgers Univer- 07041.
November 27, 2008
sity who were preparing for the

Lucille E. Felch, 89, School Secretary;
Served on Christian Academy Board
Lucille E. Felch, 89, died on Sunday, November 23, at the Center
For Hope Hospice in Scotch Plains.
Born in Ludington, Mich., she
had lived in Westfield before becoming a full-time resident of
Barnegat Light 30 years ago.
Mrs. Felch had been employed as
a school secretary at Grant School
in Westfield prior to retiring in 1978.
She was a member of the
Manahawkin Baptist Church, where
she served on the board of the Lighthouse Christian Academy. She also
attended the Terrill Road Baptist
Church in Scotch Plains.
Her husband, Elroy Felch, predeceased her in 1989.
Surviving are her daughter, Betty
Williams, and her husband, Donald,
and three sons, Richard and his wife,
Juanita, Donald and his wife, Karen,
and Douglas and his wife, Susan.

She also is survived by six grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.
Funeral services will be held at
10:30 a.m. on Saturday, November
29, at the Terrill Road Baptist
Church, 1340 Terrill Road in Scotch
Plains.
Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and
7 to 9 p.m. on Friday, November 28,
at the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Center For Hope
Hospice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076 or to the Lighthouse Christian Academy, 400
Beach Avenue, Manahawkin, N.J.
08050. For additional information
or to express condolences, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
November 27, 2008

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.

– Obituaries –
Alfred Formichella, Sr., 88, Veteran;
Longtime SPFHS Teacher and Coach
Alfred Formichella, Sr., 88, of Mirror Lake, N.H. died on Veterans Day,
Tuesday, November 11.
Born in Summit, he was a veteran
of two wars.
Al was a coach and teacher at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School for 24
years, coaching soccer, gymnastics
and golf, and leading his golf team to
New Jersey State Champions in 1976.
He retired from teaching in 1982 and
moved to Mirror Lake.
On August 9, 2008, he and his
loving wife, Marian, celebrated their
65th wedding anniversary.
He graduated from Ithaca College
in New York in 1942 with a Bachelor
of Science degree in Physical Education and earned his master’s degree in
administration from Seton Hall University of South Orange.
Al was a bombardier on B-29s during World War II and served in Korea
with the New Jersey National Guard,
as a forward observer with the 695th
Artillery Brigade.
A Mason for 50 years, he was a
member of the New Jersey Madison
Masonic Lodge and the Morning Star
Lodge in New Hampshire.
Al was a loving husband and devoted father and he will be dearly

missed.
Surviving are his wife, Marian
Formichella; three sons, Alfred
Formichella, Jr., Edward Formichella
and David Formichella, and his grandchildren, Megan and Michael.
A memorial service will be held on
Saturday, November 29, in New
Hampshire.
November 27, 2008

Miltro A. DeFabio, 73
Miltro A. DeFabio, 73, of Westfield
died on Sunday, November 23, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Monteferrante, Italy, he
came to the United States in 1947,
settling in Cranford. He lived in
Westfield since 1973.
Mr. DeFabio was the owner of J
and M Plumbing in Westfield, a business he started in 1971.
Surviving are his wife of 43 years,
Joan Weldon DeFabio; a son, Joseph
DeFabio, and two daughters, Denise
DeFabio and Susan DeFabio.
Funeral services were held yesterday, Wednesday, November 26, at the
Dooley Colonial Home, 556 Westfield
Avenue in Westfield. Burial took place
at Hollywood Memorial Park in Union.
November 27, 2008

Elias Lisman, D.D.S., Pediatric Dentist;
Master Mason and Table Tennis Champ
Elias Lisman, D.D.S. of Westfield
died on Thursday, November 20, at
home. A pediatric dentist in Irvington,
Dr. Lisman began practicing in 1946,
starting his own practice in 1949,
which he maintained until 1987.
Born in Newark, Dr. Lisman had
lived in Irvington and Hillside before
moving to Westfield in 1956.
Dr. Lisman attended New York
University and graduated from the
university’s College of Dentistry in
1942. He was a clinical professor at
the Fairleigh Dickinson University
School of Dentistry from the time of
its opening in 1954 until the time of
its closing, and was a Diplomate of
the American Academy of Pediatric
Dentistry.
He served in the United States Army
from 1942 to 1946, attaining the rank
of major.
Dr. Lisman was a Free Mason for
more than 60 years and was a Master
Mason.
Introduced to table tennis at the age

of 8, he became an avid player of the
game and an active member of the
New Jersey Table Tennis Association
in 1946. He became the state champion of the over age 70 division in
1989.
In 1993, he won second place at the
Maccabee Games in Israel. He was a
member of the Table Tennis Association of Westfield.
Predeceased by his wife, Ruth (née
Shapiro), he is survived by his daughters, Susan Lisman of North Reading,
Mass. and Sharon Lisman of
Westfield; his sons, Clifford Lisman
of Bernardsville and Joel Lisman of
Ellicott City, Md., and six grandchildren.
Funeral services were held on Sunday, November 23, at Temple EmanuEl of Westfield. Interment followed
at the Cedar Park Cemetery in
Paramus.
Arrangements were by the Menorah
Chapels at Millburn in Union.
November 27, 2008

Service League Shops’ Sales
To Benefit Local Charities
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Service League Thrift and Consignment
Shops will hold holiday sales on
Saturday, December 6, from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Proceeds from the sales in
both shops are donated to local charities throughout Union County.
Thousands of holiday gift items
will be available at the thrift shop,
including toys, clothing, bric-a-brac
and decorations. New items will be
available at discounted prices. Shop
racks and shelves will be replenished throughout the day.
The consignment shop, located upstairs from the thrift shop, also will
conduct a sale for the holidays. New
clothing and brand labels will be marked
at 75 percent off in the sales area.
A non-profit, volunteer organiza-

Service to Put Focus
On AIDS Awareness
WESTFIELD – A candlelight
prayer and memorial service will be
held at 7:30 p.m. on World AIDS Day,
Monday, December 1, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church.
All are welcome to attend this remembrance service, which also will
educate the public about the pandemic. The church is located at First
and Westfield Avenues in Westfield.

tion, the Westfield Service League
serves local communities throughout Union County. The thrift shop
and consignment shop are located
at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield.
For further information about
these holiday sales, interested individuals may call the thrift shop at
(908) 233-2530 or the consignment
shop at (908) 232-1223.

Holy Trinity Seniors
Post Holiday Events
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club of Westfield will
travel to the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse on Wednesday, December 3,
for a luncheon and a special Christmas musical. The bus will leave at 10
a.m. from the Knights of Columbus
parking lot on North Avenue in
Westfield.
On Monday, December 8, the club
will meet in the gymnasium of the
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
on First Street in Westfield.
The social hour will start at 12:30
p.m., and will be followed by the
club’s annual Christmas luncheon.
A specially decorated cake, along
with tea and coffee, will be served as
dessert. For reservations, call (732)
388-4367.

Gray Funeral Homes
Since 1897

Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.
Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the
personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or
cremation.
Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325
(908)-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707
(908)-276-0092

Charles J. Tombs
NJ Lic. Number 4006
Director
www.grayfuneralhomes.com
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Fanwood Presbyterian Plans
Activities For Advent Season
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Presbyterian Church has announced its
Advent season calendar of events.
The lighting of the Advent candles
will begin on Sunday, November 30,
at the regular 10 a.m. service and will
continue each Sunday and on Christmas Eve.
On Sunday, December 7, the annual
Heifer Sale is scheduled to take place at
about 11 a.m. in Westminster Hall on
Marian Avenue. Each Sunday school
class will vie to sell “shares” in their
animal, including bees, chicks, rabbits,
lambs, llamas, pigs or cows, which
people can purchase as Christmas gifts.
The sale will benefit the Heifer
Project, which gives needy families
around the world animals to raise,
multiply and share with neighbors.
On Sunday, December 14, the Sanctuary Choir will present a Christmas
concert at 7 p.m., featuring Antonio
Vivalde’s “Gloria” and other anthems.
Refreshments will be served after the
concert in the dining room.
There will be two services on Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24.

Willow Grove Church
Plans Advent Festival
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will
present its Advent Festival, featuring
a variety of family activities, on Saturday, December 6, from 4 to 7 p.m.
All are welcome.
Attendees will have an opportunity to craft Christmas ornaments
called “Chrismons,” sing Christmas
carols, make their own Advent wreath
and gingerbread house and enjoy a
pizza dinner. The cost is $5 per person (family maximum of $15). Reservations by Monday, December 1,
are appreciated but not required.
The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains. To make reservations or for more information,
call the church office Monday through
Friday at (908) 232-5678, e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or visit
willowgrovechurch.org.

The 5 p.m. family service will include
a “pageant” of the nativity, with the
holy family, shepherds, angels and animals in costume. A candle-lit communion service will take place at 11 p.m.
All are welcome to attend any of
these activities. The Fanwood Presbyterian Church is located at the corner
of Martine and LaGrande Avenues,
and also can be accessed from Marian
Avenue. For more information, call
the church office at (908) 889-8891.

Thrift Shop to Kick Off
Boutique Sale Dec. 2
SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1730
East Second Street in Scotch Plains,
will hold its annual Christmas Boutique sale beginning on Tuesday,
December 2, at 10 a.m. Hundreds of
brand new gifts, donated by shop
patrons, will be available. All are in
their original boxes and packaging.
“Black Saturday” will take place at
the shop on November 29, when all
merchandise will be half price. The
shop is open Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and
Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. For more details or directions, call
the shop at (908) 322-5420.

Baptist Women Reveal
Christmas Tea Date
SCOTCH PLAINS – The American
Baptist Women of the Scotch Plains
Baptist Church will hold their fifth
annual Christmas Tea, “Celebrating the
Joy of the Season in Song and Dance,”
on Sunday, December 7, at 3:30 p.m.
Dancers from Miss Kim’s School
of Dance will perform to holiday
music, including the “Nutcracker.”
The Scotch Plains Baptist Church
choir will present other Christmas
songs. A formal tea will be held following the performance.
The church is located at 333 Park
Avenue (at the corner of Grand Street).
For more information, call the church
office at (908) 322-5487.

Holiday House Tour on Tap
At Reeves-Reed Arboretum
SUMMIT – Tickets are now available for the Reeves-Reed
Arboretum’s 16th annual Holiday
House Tour, to be held on Thursday,
December 11, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
A buffet luncheon, by reservation
only, will take place at the Beacon
Hill Club from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Chairperson Ann Espy has announced that the tour will feature four
Summit area homes decorated for the
holidays, including the homes of professional decorator Sheila Goldstein
of Anne Goldstein Interiors and interior designer Pat Walsh Anderson.
The Arboretum’s Wisner House
will showcase tabletop and mantelpiece decorations contributed by select local designers, some of which
will be for sale. Also included on
the tour will be the Carter House,
Summit’s oldest home. The
Arboretum’s Garden Shop and the
holiday boutique at Carter House
will be open throughout the tour,
giving guests an opportunity to begin their holiday shopping.

Advance sale tickets for the tour
only are $30 for Arboretum members and $35 for non-members. On
the day of the event, tickets will be
available at a cost of $40 each. Beacon Hill luncheon tickets are $35.
For tickets and tour information,
call the Arboretum at (908) 2738787, extension no. 11, or visit
reeves-reedarboretum.org.
All proceeds will benefit the historic preservation of the arboretum
and support its horticultural and environmental education programs.
The Reeves-Reed Arboretum is a
non-profit conservancy dedicated
to preserving its 13½-acre historic
estate and gardens and to promoting environmental and horticultural
education for children and adults.
The grounds are open to the public, free of charge, 365 days a year
from dawn to dusk. The Wisner
House is open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. ReevesReed is listed on both the National
and New Jersey Historic Registries.
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RESILIENCE AND CONDITIONING MAY DECIDE GAME

Blue Devil Gridders Prepare
For Cardinals on Turkey Day
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

According to Westfield High
School (WHS) football Head Coach
Jim DeSarno after last year’s 28-27,
victory over Plainfield in the annual
Thanksgiving Day classic at Gary
Kehler Stadium, “They’ve got good
athletes but we were in better shape.
I think it showed at the end.”
Conditioning may also play a major role in the 104th meeting between
the two foes – not all were on Thanksgiving Day – on Thursday, November
26, at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield at
11 a.m. but the ability to bounce back
from humiliating defeats in their respective sectional tournament games
may also be a factor. The 6-3 Blue
Devils ran into a 49-13 buzz saw at
the hands of Ridge and the 4-5 Cardinals were 38-0 victims to Piscataway.
“Both of us took it on the chin. We
got our butts kicked! We got back to
practice yesterday. It was a little rough

at first but we are coming around. You
can’t get over something like that overnight but we will be alright by Thanksgiving,” DeSarno said. “We instill a
lot (of conditioning) that we pride
ourselves on and it was a big part of
last year’s game but they (Plainfield)
are a different team this year.”
As a freshman last year, Cardinal
quarterback Tyrone Johnson demonstrated his effectiveness by completing
eight of 13 passes for 113 yards, including a five-yard touchdown (TD)
strike to Josue Reyes and long gun to
Tyray Forte, good for 54 yards. Johnson
is back with a year’s experience under
his belt and is surrounded with some
speedy backs and receivers.
“Johnson is a very accurate thrower,
strong arm, very talented. They have
a couple of good running backs too.
They can be balanced that’s for sure.
They’ve got athletes in the backfield
and on the outside,” said DeSarno.
“They run a nice scheme. They are a

no huddle, spread-type team that has
the ability to throw the ball to a lot of
different receivers and they can mix
the run in. They are going to be tough
to defend.”
Last year, the Blue Devils had success in the air before they opened up
on the ground against the Cardinals.
Quarterback Tony DiIorio completed
12 of 15 passes for 150 yards, including a TD and a costly interception that
went for a TD. His favorite target was
Sheehan, who had eight receptions for
89 yards, including a 27-yard TD reception, to establish a WHS record.
“They were set up for the run. We
came out throwing a little bit more
than normal then we got set up to run
later in the game,” recalled DeSarno.
“The scenarios may change but that
might be what we will have to do
again this year. Their front eight are
very aggressive. We will have to find
a way to neutralize that. Tony’s had a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING AN INTERCEPTION FOR A TD…Raider defensive back Mike Marsan, No. 12, returned an interception
37-yards for a touchdown against the Bulldogs.

TAYLOR, GREEN NOTCH TWO TOUCHDOWNS EACH

Raiders’ 2nd Half Roll Dazes
Shabazz Footballers, 43-21
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (November 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING A WHS RECEPTION RECORD…Blue Devil wide receiver Chris Sheehan, snagging a 27-yard touchdown pass,
caught a Westfield High School record eight passes to give him a WHS record 30 for the season.

Established 1984

Custom Builders
Architectural Trimwork
Additions
Renovations

908-654-3444

After a cancellation of the Shabazz/
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football game early in November following a number of murders in Newark and an agreed on makeup game,
two yellow school busses provided
by the district headed the Raider parents to Untermann Field in Newark
on November 21.
Prior to the jaunt, football parent
Natalie Taylor commented, “Because
of the constant violence in Newark,
the game had to be cancelled by the
superintendent of schools in Newark.
There were never any overtones. This
always was about the safety of our
children. We collectively, along with
the administration did not feel that
three days after the situation occurred,
that it was safe for our children in as
much as the superintendent in Newark
was considering canceling schools in
Newark on that Monday, so now we’re
on the bus for that makeup game and
looking to return with a win.”
After a sluggish first half, the Raid-

ers overcame a 21-13 deficit to roll to
a 43-21 victory. Raider senior halfback Anthony Taylor (37 carries, 248
yards) became virtually unstoppable
in the second half with touchdown
(TD) runs of one and five-yards, and
a pair of two-point conversions. Senior linebacker/fullback Marcus
Green chewed up 46 rushing yards on
six carries, including TDs of seven
and 14 yards. Junior quarterback Gary
Binkiewicz (3 carries, 17 yards, 3yard TD) completed four of seven
passes for 39-yards. Senior defensive
back/receiver Mike Marsan had a 37yard TD interception.
The Bulldogs capitalized on Raider
mistakes to score TD runs of 77, 44
and 42-yards, respectively, in the first
half but the Raider defense stopped
Shabazz flat in the second half. Green
recorded 14 tackles and recovered a
fumble. Alex Carow dropped seven.
Brandon Harris (4 tackles) recorded
a sack. Ryan Brown (3 tackles) recovered a fumble. Alex Graham had
an interception and four tackles.
Kenny Azard mashed four dogs and

Matt Manns registered a sack and two
tackles.
“We gave up an early touchdown
on a quarterback sneak. They came
out with a little wrinkle with that oneback spreading the field and running
out of a shotgun, so we needed to
make some adjustments at halftime
and we did. I think throughout the
game we were controlling the line of
scrimmage and running the ball. It
was just a matter of wearing them
down and our kids did a good job.
Anthony had a great game,” said
Raider Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli.
The 2-7 Bulldogs stunned the 4-5
Raiders when halfback Anthony Lee
grabbed the football on the 23-yard
line and weaved his way for a 77-yard
TD with 7:14 left in the quarter. The
Raiders answered, highlighted by
Taylor’s 54-yard rumble, on seven
carries to spot the ball on the Bulldog
seven where Green plowed through
for the TD. Domanski’s PAT was good.
Shabazz came back with a TD on
two plays when quarterback Alanzo
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CARPENTER
GENERAL
CONTRACTOR

Additions & Renovations

732-381-3463
NJ Lic. # 13VH03815200

General Contractor
& Residential Builder
1HZ+RPHV
$GGLWLRQV
$OWHUDWLRQV
5HQRYDWLRQV
5HVWRUDWLRQ
.LWFKHQV
%DWKURRPV
+RPH7KHDWHU

BLACK TOP

2XWGRRU.LWFKHQV
)ORULGD5RRPV
6PRNLQJ5RRPV
:LQH&HOODUV
%DVHPHQWV
6SRUWV%DUV
:HW%DUV
+XPLGRUV

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422

:::*2.(17&20

FREE ESTIMATES

Ed & the Boys
Home renovations and
handyman service.
Kitchens, baths,
basements, additions
and more.
For honest, reliable and
quality work call:

973-819-5720

MASONRY
REPAIRS
Fireplaces • Chimneys
Porches • Steps
Fast Reliable Service

732-752-4242
Cell: 732-421-0033
40 Years Experience

Marigliano
Licensed & Insured • All credit cards

DECKS
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
BASEMENTS and
of course ADDITIONS
John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Page 10

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, November 27, 2008

Devil’s Den

FIVE BLUE DEVILS SELECTED ALL-UC FIRST TEAM

Friends In Need
Are Friends Indeed

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Shifted
Lineup to Cope With Injuries
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Multiple injuries forced the
Westfield High School boys soccer
team into an awkward situation of
rearranging its lineup at the most
crucial point of the season, tournament time. Despite the untimely injuries, the Blue Devils won the
Watchung Conference title and finished 12-3-3.
With a healthy, very talented, athletic squad, the Blue Devils zoomed
to an 11-1-1 record and recorded big
wins over Elizabeth, Cranford, Union,
St. Peter’s Prep, Newark East Side
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood twice
(both 1-0 scores). The Blue Devils
also topped Linden and Plainfield,
and tied Kearny, 1-1.
“In 13 matches, we have given up
three goals. In a period of six days, we
lost six kids. Four of them were start-

ers,” Head Coach George Kapner
explained. “Included in that were 50
percent of our backline, including
Todd Saunders, who the coaches
thought was the number one player in
Union County. Losing him certainly
had an impact.”
Saunders, a senior, got injured in the
second game against the Raiders and
marking back Nick Breza went down
the next day in practice. After the
injuries, the Blue Devils gave up eight
goals in five games. In the quarterfinals
of the Union County Tournament, the
Blue Devils had a 1-1 tie after two
overtime periods with Governor
Livingston but lost in a shootout. Next,
the Blue Devils were burned by the
Elizabeth Minutemen, 2-1, when Dan
Correia buried a penalty kick.
“Todd and Nick not being in the
back line had an enormous impact.
We were playing well. We just needed

David B. Corbin (November 28, 2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NERVOUS ANTICIPATION…The Westfield PAL “D” football players and
Coach John Dugan await the end of the first half of the Giants/Eagles game at the
Meadowlands and prepare to run out of the chute and onto the field.

D. Blair Corbin’
Corbin’ss
Blue Devils

Raiders

ane
Walk Down Memory L
Lane
From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times – www.goleader.com
November 25, 1998: Excitement was
in the air and confidence was rampant
but the Blue Devil senior girls captured
the fluff by defeating the highly charged
juniors, 8-0, in the Powder Puff game at
Gary Kehler Stadium. Senior Suzanne
Heinkel scored the winning touchdown
on a pass from Liz McKeon and junior
Katie Richards became the “Minister
of Defense.” McKeon also passed to
Jessica Lutkenhouse for the two-point
conversion.
After some consideration, junior
Co-Captain Erica Van Anglen predicted, “It’s going to be a very difficult game but I believe the juniors
will prevail by an extra point.”
Prior to the opening kickoff, CoCaptains Katie Gildea and McKeon
had their own opinions about the outcome. “I predict a win by two touchdowns,” claimed Gildea. “We are going
to kill them,” said McKeon confidently.
November 25, 1999: Anthony Davis
had TD runs of 66 and 94 yards to lead
Plainfield to a 21-14 victory over the
3-7 Blue Devils before a rain-drenched
crowd of over 4000 at Gary Kehler
Stadium. The Blue Devil defense limited the Cardinals to 69 yards on 45 of
the 48 plays but Cardinal quarterback
Mike Lowrey hit Bobby Holloman for
a 69-yard TD for the game winner.
Blue Devil quarterback Chris Giacone

had two short TD runs.
November 2002: Ryan Breznitsky a
junior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School has received the honor of being
named to Region 1, US Olympic Developmental Soccer Team for the second consecutive year. The team will
compete in an Interregional Tournament over Thanksgiving at Coca Beach,
Florida Soccer Training facility.
November 27, 2003: The Elizabeth football team found out first
hand that the “Wild Dogs” of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood can deliver vicious
defensive bites that resulted in a 6-0
Raider shutout and a school record
10th victory of the season before an
exuberant crowd in Scotch Plains on
Thanksgiving Day. Junior quarterback Dan LaForge completed two of
four passes for 56 yards, including a
22-yard touchdown pass to senior
wide receiver Mike Walker. Senior
John Liss made a diving circus catch
that netted 34 yards and senior
cornerback Matt Powers broke up a
touchdown pass with less than two
minutes remaining.
November 28, 2004: More than
gaining yardage took place at Giants
Stadium in East Rutherford. Thanks to
the graciousness of Director of Youth
Programs Beth Roche, staff and security personnel, the Westfield PAL “D”
football team got the opportunity of a
lifetime by performing during halftime of the Giants/Eagles game.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

to get over the hump,” coach Kapner
said. “They had to learn how to play
together again, not at the beginning
of the year when other teams were
getting themselves together but at the
end of the year when other teams are
already set and solid. We moved some
guys around. It looked like we were
gelling again.”
But the real scorcher came in the
second round of the North Jersey,
Group 4, Section 2 tournament when
sixth-seeded North Hunterdon slid in
a goal just before the half and added
three more in the second half to grab
a shocking 4-3 victory.
“We were playing North
Hunterdon. We were up 2-0, playing
very well and gave up a bad goal right
before halftime then they came out
like gangbusters in the second half. It
was sad, disappointing for us but that’s
part of the game,” Kapner said.
With an 11-1-1 start, the Blue Devil
defense and athletic goalie Mike
Lessner were superb but the midfield
strength made it much easier by controlling to ball in opponents’ territory.
“The defense played well. That was
obvious. The power of the team was
midfield. Mike Irving, Pat Tresnan!
One of the great losses we had was
not only did we lose two of the four in
the back but we felt it necessary to
move Pat out of the midfield. Outside
halfbacks Andy (Flood) and (Kevin)
Murphy, and Ryan Heine in the middle
played wonderfully. Midfield dominated the ability to control the ball
and kept it in the attacking third,”
Kapner said.
Through the efforts of the midfield,
senior strikers Tom McManus, who
led the team with 10 goals and seven
assists, and Mike Forgash (5 goals, 2
assists) reeked havoc on opponents’
goal area. Murphy had three goals
and an assist. Irving also got in his
licks with nine goals and four assists
but the team that outscored opponents 34-11 rarely scored more than
two goals in a game until the end of
the year.
“If there was one weakness it was
we didn’t score enough goals. We
were creating tons of opportunities.
The irony is the last two games of the
year, we scored six goals and we
averaged about one-and-a-half goals
a game,” said Kapner.
Saunders and Tresnan made First
Team All-Union County (UC) for
defense. Irving was All-UC First Team
as a midfielder, McManus as a striker
and Lessner, who recorded 11 shutouts, as goalie. Breza was named to
the All-UC Second Team, while
Flood, Forgash and Murphy were
Honorable Mentions.
In his sophomore season, Lessner
took over for the injured Greg O’Brien
at goal then was a starting striker his
junior season when the team advanced
to the sectional finals.
“He’s a three-sport guy, a basketball player and he had not really
stepped on the goal since his sophomore year. When we put him out
there, it was like he didn’t miss a
beat,” Kapner said. “He basically was
our sweeper and our goalkeeper. To
go from goalkeeper to striker back to
goalkeeper and run 11 shutouts is a
pretty cool thing.”

U14 Courage Defeats
Edison Soccer Girls
The Westfield Courage U14 Girls
travel soccer team defeated the Edison
United Firecrackers, 3-1, on November 16, winning the first place position in Flight 2 of the Mid-New Jersey Youth Soccer Association. The
Courage finished with an unbeaten,
8-0-2 record and totaled 24 goals,
while allowing eight.
The team is comprised of eighth
graders from Roosevelt, Edison and
Holy Trinity Schools. Team members are: Mariah Baker, Emily Brucia,
Deanna Cohen, Alyssa Gurkas, Val
LaPorta, Isabelle MacDonald, Mary
McDermott, Courtney McGovern,
Emily McBain, Jenna Perrotta, Aeri
Pringle, Molly Prybylski, Sam
Rembisz, Ali Schwetje, Amanda
Soldati, Olivia Spiridigliozzi, and
Courtney Weisse. The team is coached
by Maureen Baker and Charlie
Gurkas, and trained by Sander
Waterland of Dutch Total Soccer.
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By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Judy Zeikel has been pals with
Doug and Lane Kehler for almost as
long as she can remember. She’s
known Doug since the fourth grade at
Franklin School and she’s been buds
with the former Marie (Lane) Priscoe
since the seventh grade at Roosevelt.
They all graduated in WHS’s Class of
1985.
Her friendship with Lane continued through their college days – Zeikel
at St. Lawrence and Priscoe at Vermont – and three years as roommates
in Boston beginning their adult lives.
Eventually Zeikel married Jonathan
Stavis and moved to Cohasset, Massachusetts, just south of Boston where
they began raising a family, which
now consists of Minnie 9, Nicholas 7
and Callie 5. Lane and Doug Kehler
married and settled in Westfield.
About 5½ years ago they had triplets:
Wil, Jackson and Laurajane.
In the last year, things went very
awry for the Kehlers. First grandpa
Gary, the legendary WHS football,
wrestling and golf coach, passed away
last December at age 71. Then within
a week of his fifth birthday in July,
Wil Kehler was diagnosed with osteosarcoma in his left femur, a very
rare and very malignant form of bone
cancer. After undergoing months of
treatment, including nearly five
months of chemotherapy at Memorial Sloane Kettering Cancer Center
in Manhattan, young Wil finally underwent limb-salvage surgery about
a month ago. The medical costs, including intensive physical rehabilitation and possible future surgeries,
have been, and will continue to be,
staggering for the young family. Even
moreso because Lane had to give up
her job and Doug had to stop tutoring
at night in order to be with Wil in New
York or home with their other children.
Friends of the family created the
Wil Kehler Fund, where many people
have graciously made major contributions to help the Kehlers defray
some of the costs. And another group
of friends has put together what figures to be a monster fundraising dance
this Saturday night, 7-11:30ish, at
Temple Emanu-El, with the Mark
Pender Band, featuring Richie
(LaBamba) Rosenberg, trombonist
for LaBamba and the Hubcaps and
the Max Weinberg 7. The event has
been long sold out.
And this brings us back to Judy
Stavis, the erstwhile homemaker, parttime runner, substitute teacher, yoga
instructor, jewelry maker and fulltime
friend, who will be out there on the
dance floor this Saturday night.
At WHS, Stavis was not a member
of the cross-country or track teams
but, as a two-year letter winner in
soccer, she did devote much of her
free time to running.
“I have always run for fitness, starting back in high school when I used to
run before school with (teammate)
Sally Parizeau Tyrie,” she said. “I just
continued running recreationally
through college. After having my first
child, I decided I wanted to do something for myself and thought training
for a marathon would be the perfect
release from motherhood.”
Two more children and four marathons (three Bostons and one New
York) later, Stavis was out running
with a friend in Cohasset last September when she came to an epiphany
of sorts.
“I was telling her the Kehler story,”
Stavis said, “and I looked at her and
said, ‘I am so far away from them and
I feel helpless, so … I’m going to run
the New York City Marathon and
raise money for Wil.’ I didn’t feel
right just asking my friends for money,
so I thought if I did the marathon,
more people would give.”
And give and give and give they
did. When all was said and done, by
the time Stavis crossed the finish line
on November 2 wearing her “Wil
Power” t-shirt, she had raised $16,000
for her good friends’ bedridden son.
Yes, you read that right, sixteen
thousand dollars!
“I just asked people to donate whatever they felt comfortable giving,”
she said. “I had people asking me to
send them information on how to
donate. Cohasset is a small town
(7,500 people) and word travels
quickly when people are involved in

helping out others. It’s a very supportive town. I was overwhelmed by
the generosity of my friends and family, and I had a couple of ‘big’ givers.
“I almost didn’t do it, because I felt
uncomfortable asking people, who
have never met Lane or Doug, for
their support in such strained economic times. It would have been a
mistake I would have regretted. It has
definitely given me faith in the human spirit of giving and helping out.”
FOOTBALL UPDATE
It’s WHS vs. Plainfield for the 104th
time, tomorrow morning, 10:30, at
Hub Stine Field in Plainfield. WHS,
which has won the past two Thanksgiving games, comes in with a 6-3
record, while Plainfield is 4-5. Both
teams have lost three of their last four
games.
Tomorrow will be the final game
for a talented group of WHS seniors,
featuring Tony DiIorio, Ricardo
Johnson, Eric Moran, T.J. Mruz and
Chris Sheehan, and including Dan
Ludlum, Josh Firestone, Craig Dyer,
Jihaad Billups, Brett DeFazio, Henry
Kwok, Mike Clark, Jordan Johnson,
Matt Marcus and Tom Maxwell.
Johnson comes into the game with
1,009 yards this season, the school’s
first 1,000-yard rusher since LeRoy
Gallman in 1988, and just the seventh
in history. DiIorio has passed for 1,144
yards, 24 yards short of Joe
Monninger’s single-season record set
in 1970. This is the first time WHS
has had a 1,000-yard rusher and passer
in the same season. Sheehan has 28
catches this fall, two short of his
school record set last year.
Through nine games, WHS has
scored 278 points, a total surpassed
only five times in school history: the
1977 team had 413 points in 11 games,
1970 had 354 in nine games, 1947
had 354 in 10 games, 1998 had 301 in
12 games and 1966 had 282 in nine
games.
WHS and Plainfield have been playing since at least 1900, but the first
Thanksgiving meeting between the
two schools was in 1944. That game
followed two full years of no athletic
events between the schools after
Plainfield coach Jack Liddy pulled
his team off the field late in the 1941
game because of what he felt were a
couple of questionable calls by the
officials.
Before 1944, WHS’s Thanksgiving Day opponents had included
Madison, North Plainfield, Nyack
(N.Y.), Haverstraw (N.Y.), Pearl River
(N.Y.), Ridgewood and Ferris (Jersey
City).
Here is the 2009 WHS football
schedule, in the new Mid-State 40
Football Conference, Watchung Division:

10. 1944 (10-0).

DID YOU KNOW?
On Nov. 17, 1951, Westfield’s Sam
Mitchell connected with Hugh
McIlhenny for a 60-yard touchdown
pass with 1:12 left in the game to lift
Washington into a 20-20 tie with
UCLA.
WHS VS. SP-F UPDATE
The final numbers, according to
faithful reader “lazarusd,” for the fall
season are in: WHS 9 wins, SP-F 1
win, and 1 tie. WHS had wins in boys
and girls cross-country, football, gymnastics, boys soccer (two), girls soccer, tennis and volleyball. SP-F’s win
came in volleyball, while the tie was
in girls soccer.
SMALL WORLD DEPT.
Dan Lynch (WHS, ’81) is the New
York Giants’ vice president of media
operations and lives in Fanwood with
his wife Judi and their kids Danny,
Jennifer and Jack. Danny plays for
the SP-F freshman team, which recently lost to the unbeaten WHS frosh.
Dan’s sister Katy (’89) is married to
former WHS and Giants quarterback
Dave Brown (’88).
IN PASSING
Jimi Hendrix rightfully gets most
of the props for the greatness of the
short-lived Jimi Hendrix Experience.
But talented drummer Mitch Mitchell
– who died two weeks ago at age 61
– was a close second in one of rock’s
great “power trios.” Forty years ago,
there weren’t many better ways to
spend an evening than putting “Are
You Experienced” on your turntable
and listening to Hendrix, Mitchell
and bassist Noel Redding tear through
“Purple Haze, Manic Depression, Hey
Joe, Love or Confusion, May This Be
Love, I Don’t Live Today, The Wind
Cries Mary, Fire, Third Stone From
the Sun, Foxey Lady,” and the title
song. And The Experience’s “All
Along the Watchtower” is the song’s
definitive version, even better than
Bob Dylan’s original (though maybe
not quite as good as the Dave
Matthews Band’s live version).
DEVIL OF THE WEEK
There were no sports events the
past week. The Devil of the Week will
return next week.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!

Garwood Gymnast
Makes the A Team
Alonza Klopfer, a nine-year-old
Garwood resident, recently qualified
for the 2008 USA TOPs National
Gymnastics Team. TOPs (Talent Opportunity Program) is a talent search
and educational program for female
gymnasts ages 7-11 and their coaches.
Klopfer is one of 20 girls out of
over 3,000 in her age group to be
selected to participate in an all expenses paid, five-day training (December 3-7) at the Bela Karolyi Gymnastics Center in Houston, Texas.
Klopfer, who trains at North Stars
Gymnastic Academy in Boonton, is
one of four other gymnasts that will
be representing New Jersey.
The Women’s National Team Training Center at the Bela Karolyi Gymnastics Camp is home of the wellknown gymnastics coaches Bela and
Martha Karolyi. Martha coached the
2008 USA Woman’s Olympic team.
The Karolyi’s also coached Nadia
Comaneci, Mary Lou Retton, Kim
Zmeskal, Kerri Strug and many other
World and Olympic champions.

Sept. 11-12 Elizabeth
Sept. 18-19 Watchung Hills
Sept. 25-26 Bridgewater-Raritan
Oct. 2-3 bye
Oct. 9-10 North Hunterdon
Oct. 17 SP-F
Oct. 23-24 Montgomery
Oct. 30-31 Linden
Nov. 6-7 Union
Nov. 13-14 playoffs
Nov. 20-21 playoffs
Nov. 26 Plainfield
Dec. 4-5 playoffs
Note: Home and away games are
not set yet.

It was pretty sweet Friday night to
look on nj.com and see this final
score: Hunterdon Central 39, Ridge
14. It’s just too bad Central couldn’t
have scored two more and started the
“mercy clock” running. P.S.: Anybody have a video of the Ridge coach’s
face on the last Central touchdown?
WHS’S BCS
Combining the requests of several
readers with everybody’s interest in
college’s Bowl Championship Series,
we thought it might get some people’s
blood boiling to hold a BCS of the
best WHS football teams ever. So we
have attempted to seed what are arguably the top 16 teams ever in this
week’s Den. Next week we will have
the round-by-round results.
Here are the seeds and first-round
matchups:
Top bracket: No. 1 1977 (11-0) vs.
No. 16 1931 (7-0-1), No. 8 1965 (9-0) vs.
No. 9 1971 (9-0).
Middle top bracket: No. 4 1976 (100-1) vs. No. 13 1998 (9-3), No. 5 1961 (90) vs. No. 12 1945 (9-1).
Middle bottom bracket: No. 3 1947
(10-0) vs. No. 14 1974 (9-0), No. 6 1941
(9-0) vs. No. 11 1966 (7-1-1).
Bottom bracket: No. 2 1970 (9-0) vs.
No. 15 1990 (7-2), No. 7 1972 (9-0) vs. No.

Courtesy Mike Ehrmann for The Leader and Times

Alonza Klopfer
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Westfield/Plainfield Rivalry
Westfield 52, Plainfield 44, Tie 7

Devil Gridders Prep
For ‘Turkey’ Day
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

good year and he is focused on winning his last game. All our seniors
want to finish it in the right way.”
Last year, Malcolm Allen, as a senior, rushed for 46 yards right through
the heart of the Cardinal’s defensive
line and cashed in on TD runs of one
yard, five yards and three yards. His
most crucial achievement, however,
came toward the end of the game
when he converted on a fourth-andone to allow the Blue Devils to run the
clock to zero.
“We got the ball back. We were up
28-27 and we ran the ball the rest of
the game. We did a good job of running the ball on them last year,”
DeSarno said.
Running back Ricardo Johnson had
success last year hooking around the
outside of the Cardinal’s defense,
chewing up 78 yards. This year
Johnson is expected to give the Cardinals headaches wherever he is assigned to run.
“Ricardo is going to be motivated.
This is his last high school game so I
don’t worry about him. The rest of us
got to do our job and he will make
something happen,” said DeSarno.
“It’s a nice rivalry. It’s a big game and
you want to enjoy your turkey.”

Raider Gridders Rip
M.X. Shabazz, 43-21
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Johnson, on a keeper, trotted 44 yards
to pay dirt with 48 ticks remaining in
the quarter. Johnson’s PAT was good,
making the score 13-7. Naiheem
Purdy scored the Bulldogs’ third TD
on a 42-yard run. The two-point conversion extended the lead to 21-7
with 7:10 left in the half. The Raiders
answered with a 47-yard drive, which
included Doran Nelson’s 11-yard reception and Green’s 14-yard TD.
The Raiders tied the score 21-21
with a nine-play, 63-yard drive, ending with Binkiewicz’s three-yard
plunge with 7:18 left in the third
quarter and Taylor’s two-point conversion. Next, Brown recovered a
fumble on the Dogs’ 22-yard line.
Four plays later, Taylor crashed in
from five-yards out with 3:11 left in
the third. Taylor added the two-point
conversion to make the score 29-21.
Before the end of the quarter, the
Raiders added another TD when Taylor slipped in from the one.
“It really was a team effort. The
line opened up some good holes up
the middle and gave me five yards
almost every play. Marcus gave me
five yards every time. He would kick
out the block, I would run inside,
follow him the whole time and then
we went from there. That basically
was the game plan,” said Taylor. “My
grandfather has been telling me to
keep my pad level low and I was able
to put up some big numbers, but it’s
really a team effort, not an individual
one. We came out as a team and we
won as a team,” said Taylor.
Cornerback Marsan’s pick for a
37-yard TD jaunt concluded a fine
finish.
“I used all of the techniques coach
John Sachs told me to do. Mike
Ferraro’s senior leadership really
helped me out as did my fellow
cornerback, Quintin Blackwell. As to
the game, we wanted to come out
here and prove that we are not a racist
school. We did everything needed to
get the job done and came out with a
good win,” said Marsan.
“I believe the win tonight gives us
a lot of momentum going into the
Elizabeth game. I am excited to see
how our guys will perform,” said
coach Ciccotelli.
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1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
––
––
—
—
––
––
––
––
––
––

Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Tie
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Tie
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Westfield
Westfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Plainfield
Westfield
Westfield

21-0
7-0
13-7
13-6
27-7
14-12
13-7
21-0
33-12
12-7
25-21
45-0
49-6
12-6
27-6
20-0
31-14
9-6
34-0
14-0
38-0
6-2
3-2
14-0
28-6
21-3
14-6
14-0
0-0
27-14
35-6
7-6
14-7
21-6
28-0
14-9
0-0
20-7
28-20
38-7
22-7
21-7
20-14
42-25
24-21
14-6
9-7
40-0
9-0
17-7
28-27
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Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Redefining Real Estate
#1 REALTOR IN THE WESTFIELD COLDWELL BANKER OFFICE YEAR-TO-DATE

770 KIMBALL AVENUE, WESTFIELD
New Colonial offering 4400 square feet of living space borders the prestigious Wychwood section of Westfield.
This fine home boasts endless upgrades including a cherry Kitchen with center island, hardwood floors accented by
walnut inlay, first floor Office, 5 Bedrooms, a Juliet balcony, Second floor laundry and 3-car garage.

Offered for $1,425,000

Raider Ice Hockey Joins
UC Ice Hockey League
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)
ice hockey team has joined the Union
County Ice Hockey League, and has
aspirations to play in the state tournament later this year. SPF Assistant
Principal of Athletics Rob Harmer
has been very instrumental in the
establishment of the new league. It
includes Johnson in Clark, Governor
Livingston, Westfield, Summit,
Cranford and Dayton. There will be
an end of the year county tournament
to crown a county champion.
Coach Matt Gualtieri leads a seasoned group of seniors, who seem
ready to step up to this level of competition. The top returning forwards include Jeremy Kaufman, Danny Jones,
Mitch Facer and Tyler Mattern. Seniors Matt Rivera, Todd Weiner and
Marty Anderson will play defense.
Brian Jascur will anchor the team in

goal, backed up by Anthony Ingato.
Mike Rupnarian and Josh Lieberman
are expected to contribute also.
This group of seniors has played
together since the inception of SPF
Varsity Ice Hockey four years ago.
Top underclassmen include Terence
White and Ed Logie.
Games will be played mostly at the
Union Sport Arena on Route 22. With
the new league, many of SPF home
and away games will be played at that
rink. The Raiders will open on December 2 at Warinaco Park in Roselle
at 6 p.m. in the Cron Tournament.
Check out www.spfk12.org and
click on sports schedule to follow the
team. For more information about the
SPF Ice Hockey Association, please
contact
Russell
Jones
at
rhjones94@verizon.net or Alan
Kaufman at ahoya78@yahoo.com

902 HIGHLAND AVENUE, WESTFIELD
This renovated Tudor home is nestled in the heart of the prestigious “Gardens” section of Westfield and is ideally
located close to downtown shopping and top rated schools. Exhibiting quality craftsmanship and exquisite
appointments, this exceptional residence beautifully combines classic charm and detail with modern convenience and
luxury. The formal rooms create an unforgettable setting for entertaining guests with grand room sizes, architectural
molding and custom detail.
Newly Repositioned at $1,399,000

Cron Hockey Tourney Begins
December 1 at Warananco
ROSELLE – The 26th Annual
George T. Cron High School Hockey
Tournament will begin Monday, December 1, at 6 p.m. at the Warinanco
Ice Skating Center in Roselle. Six of
the best high school hockey teams in
New Jersey will compete at the rink,
located in Warinanco Park, a facility
of the Union County Department of
Parks and Community Renewal.
First Round:
Monday, December 1 – 6 p.m.:
Mendham vs. Westfield
Tuesday, December 2 – 6 p.m.:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood vs. Cranford
8:30 p.m.: Summit vs. A. L. Johnson
Morris Knolls, tournament winner for the past two years, has received a bye.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public notice is hereby given that the undersigned, The Collector of Taxes of the Town
of Westfield, Union County, New Jersey, will sell at public auction on the 12th day of
December, 2008 in the Tax Collector’s office in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at ten o’clock in the morning, the following described
lands:
The said lands will be sold to make the amount of Municipal liens chargeable against
that same on the 12th day of December, 2008, together with interest and cost of sale,
exclusive however, of the lien for taxes for the year 2008.
The said lands will be sold in fee to such persons as will purchase the same, subject
to redemption at the lowest rate of interest, but in no case in excess of eighteen percent
(18%) per annum. Payments for the sale shall be made by cash or certified check before
conclusion of the sale or the property will be resold.
Any parcel of real property for which there shall be no other purchaser will be struck off
and sold to the Municipality in fee for redemption at eighteen percent (18%) per annum
and the Municipality shall have the right to bar or foreclose the right of redemption.
The sale will be made and conducted in accordance with the provisions of Article 4 of
Chapter 5 of Title 54, Revised Statutes of New Jersey , 1937, and amendments thereto.
At any time before the sale the undersigned will receive payment of the amount due on
the property, with interest and costs incurred up to the time of payments, by certified
check or cash.
Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58:10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A 58:10A-1 et seq.)
and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.) In addition, the municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser who
is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.
The said lands so subject to sale, described in accordance with the tax duplicate,
including the name of the owner as shown on the last duplicate and the total amount due
thereon respectively on the 12th day of December, 2008, exclusive of the lien for the year
2008 are as listed below:
Susan Noon
Collector of Taxes
Westfield, New Jersey
Location of
Property Address

Owner

122 Eaglecroft Road
619 Kimball Avenue
582 Springfield Avenue
429 Springfield Avenue
888 Winyah Avenue
210 Palsted Avenue
637 Downer Street
718 Austin Street
127 Windsor Avenue
229 Windsor Avenue
249 Grove Street West
115 Grove Street West
152 Harrow Road
1321 Pine Grove Avenue
154 Summit Court
113 Connecticut Street

Reitz, Susan Daly
707/45
Khedr, Christine & Gadzera, Irene 1206/23
Bonner, Edward & Ann
1701/3
Picone, Matthew
1904/37
Jordan, Charles N. Jr.
2103/9
Lark, Morris G. & Carolyn
2707/40
Five Star Homes, LLC
2709/3
Selig, Robert C.
2816/6
Carter, Lillie c/o Evelyn, Joan 4001/34
Winsor, Barbara Franklin
4004/43
Nadeau, Gary W. & Erin M.
4707/1
Brown, Violette M.
4801/7
Del Monico, Gerald & Joanne 4911/16
Deutsche Bank National Trust Co. 5009/7
Kania, Joseph & Suzanne
5504/17
113 Connecticut Street Trust 5714/6

4 T - 11/13, 11/20, 11/27 & 12/4/08, The Leader

Block
& Lot

The second round will begin Thursday, December 4, at 6 p.m. with Morris
Knolls playing the Westfield/Mendham
winner, and will continue on Monday,
December 8 with games at 6 and 8:30
p.m. The semifinals will be on Tuesday,
December 9, at 6 p.m. and the finals
will be played on Wednesday, December 10, at 6 and 8:30 p.m.
Spectator admission will be $2 for
adults and $1 for youth ages 17 and
younger. The Warinanco Ice Skating
Center is located off Thompson and
Seventh Avenues in Roselle and can
also be approached from the St.
Georges Avenue and Park Street entrances to Warinanco Park, near the
Elizabeth border.
PUBLIC NOTICE

837 WINYAH AVENUE, WESTFIELD
Charm abounds in this authentic Tudor residence nestled in the heart of Wychwood. This pristine home offers four
bedrooms, formal Dining Room & Living Room w/fireplace, updated Eat-in Kitchen w/adjacent Family Room,
hardwood floors, central air, new windows, updated Bathrooms, Master Bedroom Suite w/sitting room, fireplace &
full bath, attached garage, finished Recreation Room, slate roof & more! Newly Repositioned at $1,149,000

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE FOR
NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976

Thursday, November 27, 2008

Amount Due
Dec. 12, 2008
$ 2,959.86
$ 6,588.13
$ 9,343.63
$ 6,918.18
$ 4,712.29
$ 1,438.52
$ 1,412.86
$ 9,636.29
$ 4,960.47
$ 2,431.81
$10,732.92
$ 2,128.83
$ 7,579.13
$ 2,807.89
$12,609.06
$ 8,514.84
Fee: $371.28

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
Sunnyside Senior Living of Westfield, LLC
(the “Applicant”) has filed an application
with the Town of Westfield Zoning Board
of Adjustment for (1) a use variance to
construct a forty-two (42) unit multi-family
dwelling building for senior citizens in the
RS-16 Residential zone; (2) a Floor Area
Ratio (FAR) variance to permit an FAR of
67.98%, whereas a maximum 25% is permitted; (3) a side yard variance for a side
yard of 14.11 feet, whereas 15 feet is
required; (4) maximum coverage by building and structure of 26%, whereas a maximum of 10% is permitted; (5) maximum
coverage by improvements of 49.3%,
whereas a maximum of 30% is permitted;
(6) maximum density of 2.7 units per acre
in this single-family zone, whereas 28.4
multiple dwellings are proposed; and (7)
fifty-five (55) parking spaces, whereas
eighty-two (82) are required under multifamily standards; and (8) such other variances and waivers as the Board may
deem appropriate, in order to construct a
senior housing apartment with related
parking at property located at 206 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey, and
known as Block 3905, Lot 27 on the Town
of Westfield Township tax maps. The property is in the RS-16 zone district. This is a
bifurcated application and site plan approval is not being requested at this time.
Certain of the variances (3) to (5) may be
deferred until site plan approval is sought.
A Public Hearing on this application will
be held by the Zoning Board of Adjustment
located at the Westfield municipal building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey, on December 8, 2008 at 7:30
p.m. at which time and place all interested
parties will be given an opportunity to be
heard in connection with this Application.
Plans and application materials are on
file in the office of the Secretary of the
Board in the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, and
may be viewed by the interested public
during normal business hours, 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Susan R. Rubright,
Attorney for Applicant
Sunnyside Senior Living of Westfield, LLC
1 T - 11/27/08, The Leader Fee: $47.43

1249 PROSPECT STREET, WESTFIELD
Meticulously maintained by its original owners, this custom-built expanded Ranch home spares no attention to
detail, exuding quality throughout its 12 rooms situated on more than 2.5 acres. Redefining park-like property, this
fine home is cleverly positioned on its oversized wooded lot less than 2 miles from downtown Westfield and top
rated schools.
Offered for $1,550,000

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Coldwell Banker
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
908.301.2004 - Direct Line
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
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The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES
TAX ACCOUNTANT
Westfield CPA firm is seeking
individual experienced with
income tax preparation. Lacerte
& Quickbooks experience a
plus. Full / part time position
with flex hours. Email resume
& salary requirements to
Parness & Parness at
answerperson@aol.com
APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield - 2 Bdrm Apt. Clean,
quiet building, CAC, walk-in closets, skylights. Walking distance to
train & town. Parking. $1395/mo.
Call Maria (908) 591-5165

CLASSIFIEDS
DRIVERS

P/T HELP WANTED

Home Daily! $2,000 Sign On!
Paid Hol./Vac! Excellent Benefits!
CDL-A 2yrs Hazmat.
(800) 334-1314 x178
www.wadhams.com

Busy Pediatric office is looking
for a P/T Medical Receptionist
to work 2-3 days per week.
Computer exp preferred.
Email resume to
suekpmg@yahoo.com

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

CHILDCARE NEEDED

editor@goleader.com

SUNNY 3 BR HOME 4 RENT

Scotch Plains / Westfield
3 BR - 8 Room Upgraded Home
Walk to Train & Bus
(908) 730-9066

U14 Westfield Jaguars girls soccer team

U14 Westfield Jaguars Win
Intercounty Youth League
The U14 Westfield Jaguars girls
soccer team won the Intercounty
Youth Soccer League Championship
by defeating Springfield, 2-0, at
Houlihan Field in Westfield on November 16. The game capped the
season, which left the team undefeated at 11-0 against teams from
Essex and Union Counties.
Springfield beat previously undefeated Summit Liberty, 2-0, in the
semifinals to notch a seven-game
winning streak and hoping to avenge
a 5-1 defeat at the hands of Westfield
in the regular season. Westfield defeated Scotch Plains in the other semifinal. Several key players were fighting their way back from recent injuries. Unfortunately, Kristen Cotter,
the team’s starting goalie, was unable
to play.

Westfield goalie Aditi Jain played a
super game by aggressively defending
every Springfield attempt. The defense,
anchored by Emily Hutchinson, Liz
Griesmer, Beth Neylan, Alexx
Gillespie and Julia Mannino, allowed
no goals for the eighth time of the
season. In fact, the opponents scored
only three times all season long. The
defense was also helped by a strong
midfield led by Elizabeth Cusick, Cali
Chamblis, Betsy Crossland, Megan
Landriau and Colleen Sheridan. The
midfield helped provide many scoring opportunities for the strikers,
Casey Gillespie, Lindsay Ripperger
and Lauren Oberlander throughout
the season (44 goals) and in this game.
A total team effort and two assists to
Lauren Oberlander led to goals and
the victory.

Take notice that on October 27, 2008, a
change occurred in the ownership of Ciro56, Inc. trading as Restaurant 89, holder of
a Plenary Retail Consumption License
Number 2010-33-010-004, located at 899
Mountain Avenue, Mountainside, New
Jersey 07092, resulting in the following
persons, each acquiring one percent or
more of the ownership of the licensee:
Bernardino Goncalves, residence address: 336 Somerset Street, Stirling, New
Jersey 07980
Dominick Glynn residence address: 248
West, Westfield Avenue, Roselle Park,
New Jersey 07204.
Any Information concerning the qualifications of any of the above stockholders
should be communicated in writing to the
director, division of Alcoholic Beverage
Control PO Box 087, Trenton New Jersey
08625-0087.
2 T - 11/20/08 &
11/27/08, The Leader
Fee: $43.86

Jenna Daniel (25-breast) and Emma
Conlon (50-free) touched second.
Daniel Rubiano finished second in
the 25-fly and third in the 50-free.
Conlon, Kayla Rinn, Maloney and
Paoletti won the 100-medley relay.
9-10: Shannon Pyle placed first in
the 100-free and second in the 50back. Caroline Basil won the 100-IM
and took second in the 50-fly. Gwen
Devin placed third in the 50-fly.
11-12: Erica Daniel won the 50-fly
and took second in the 50-breast.
Rachel Fan won the 200-IM and
touched second in the 50-fly. Allie
McBrearty finished second in the 200free and 50-back. Elise Morano (100free, 50-breast) and Amy West (200IM) touched third. McBrearty,
Morano, Daniel and Fan won the 200medley relay.
13-14: Carly Whitmer won the 100fly and took third in the 200-IM.
Abby Pires (200-IM, 100-breast)
touched second. Maeve Maloney won
the 200-free. Audrey Bangs (100back) and Becky Zhang (100-breast)
placed third.
15-18: Suzanne Lemberg (200-IM,
100-back) and Elaine Anderson (200fly) touched second. Meredith Smith
(200-free) and Summer Thomas (200fly) took third.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on December 9, 2008 in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeal
for variance relief from the requirements of
Westfield Land Use Ordinance.
Millenium Properties (the ‘Applicant’)
located at 1941 Oak Tree Road, Suite
302, Edison, New Jersey seeks permission to demolish a single family residence
located at 1464 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey (also known as
Block No. 3902, Lot 1 on the Tax Maps for
the Town of Westfield) and to construct
four town house style condominium units
in two buildings. The property is located in
a single family, RS-12 zone district; the
construction of town house style
condonimiums is not permitted in the RS12 zone district.
The Application requires use variance
relief pertinent to the following requirements of the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:
1. PERMITTED USE: Section 11.06A.1
requires construction of single family residences. The Applicant seeks a variance to
construct four town house style condominium units within two (2) principal structures, each structure containing.two town
house style condominium units.
2. MORE THAN ONE PRINCIPAL
BUILDING ON SAME LOT. Section
12.04A prohibits the construction of more
than one (1) principal building or structure
on a single lot in the RS-12 zone disxtrict.
The Applicant seeks to construct two principal structures, each structure containing
two town house style condominium units.
3. SIDE STREET PARKING PROHIBITED. Section 17.03B.1 prohibits parking
in any font yard or street side yard, provided that parking accessary to singlefamily and two-family dwellings shall be
permitted in the driveway area leading
from the street upon which the premises
involved is located. The Applicant is seeking a variance to have parking on driveways for the proposed town house style
condominiums.
The Application requires bulk variance
relief pertinent to the following requirements of the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:
1. MINIMUM FRONT YARD. Section
11.06E.5 requires the front yard to conform to the established yard depth as set
forth in Section 12.03D of the Land Use
Ordinances for both structures. The established front yard setback requirement
for the subject property is 44.5 feet. The
Applicant is seeking to construct the two
principal structures on this lot. The first
structure is to be located 40 feet from East
Broad Street, the street on which the subject property presently fronts. The second
structue is to be located 119 feet from East
Broad Street, the street on which the subject property presently fronts.
2. MINIMUM REAR YARD. Section
11.06E.7 requires a rearyard of 35 feet.
There presently exists a rearyard of approximately 119 feet from the rear of the
existing residential home to the rear prop-

erty line. The Applicant proposes a rearyard
of 15.00 feet from the rear of the proposed
structure to the rear property line.
3. MAXIMUM BUILDING COVERAGE:
Sections 11.06E(10) and 12.04F.1 permit
maximum lot coverage by a building to
cover 15 % of the lot area, but not above
4,000 square feet. The Applicant seeks a
variance to permit it to construct four town
house style condominium units in two principal structures having lot coverage of
19.4%, being 5,295 square feet on a lot
size of 27,347 square feet, and a maximum building coverage
(including
above ground structures) of 20.7%, being
5,665 square feet on a lot size of 27,347
square feet.
4. MAXIMUM F.A.R. FOR SINGLE
FAMILY DWELLING UNITS: Sections
11.06E(9) and 12.04G permit a maximum
floor area ration of 25%, but not to exceed
8,000 square feet. The Applicant seeks a
variance to permit it to construct four town
house style condominium units in two principal structures have a floor area ratio of
33.7% and being 9,205 square feet.
5. MAXIMUM DENSITY. Section
11.06E.1 permits maximum density of 3.6
dwelling units per acre. The Applicant
seeks a variance to permit it to construct
four town house style condominium units
in two principal structures with a density of
6.4 dwelling units per acre.
6. MAXIMUM ALL IMPROVEMENTS
COVERAGE. Section 12.04G permits a
maximum coverage by improvements of
30%, but not over 8,000 square feet with a
lot size between 24,000 square feet and
39,999 square feet. Applicant seeks a
variance to permit it to construct four town
house style condominium units in two principal structures, each structure containing
two town house style condominium units,
with a coverage of 29.8%, but 8,153 square
feet.
7. DRIVEWAY WIDTH. Section 17.05A
permits driveway widths of up to 24 feet.
The Applicant seeks a variance to permit
it to construct a driveway having a width of
20 feet in front of each of the proposed four
town house style condominium units, or
40 feet in width per dwelling unit.
The Applicant also seeks approval of
any and all other relief not indicated above
that may be determined necessary during
the course of the public hearings. If the
matter is not concluded on that date, additional public hearing dates may be ordered and scheduled. This notice is sent
to you on behalf of the applicant by order
of the Board.
Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attorney, and be given an opportunity to be
heard with respect to this application.
Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Lindabury, McCormick,
Estabrook & Cooper
53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369
Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tel. (908) 233-6800
Attorneys for Applicant,
Millenium Properties
1 T - 11/27/08, The Leader Fee: $126.99

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com
MARIA’S HOUSE CLEANING

PORTUGUESE LADY
20 YRS EXPERIENCE
OUTSTANDING REF.
PLEASE CALL (908) 206-9381
FOR
FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Elm St. Professional Building
1085 Sq. Ft. 2nd Fl, Parking,
Available December 1, 2008
$2,695.00 per month
(201) 891-1130
PHOTOGRAPHY

A CLINICAL EXPERIENCE…A large number of fifth-grade girls enjoyed the
Westfield Basketball Association clinic held at Westfield High School on November
22, which featured Westfielders Neil Horne, Russell (Boo) Bowers and Dave Brown,
as well as Sue Wicks. Pictured, left to right, are: front row, Carly Mcdevitt, Hope
Rothenberg, Veronica Grycan, Sara Davis and Jessica Guan; top row, Danielle
Gabuzda, Amalia Montes, Gabriella Cofone, Lainie Yamano, Hallie Rosenburg,
Ann-Sophie Koglin, Maggie Ahern, Julia Pierce and Sue Wicks.

Somerset Valley Y Girls Stop
FSPY Boys Black Team Falls
Westfield Y A Swim Team
To Red Bank Swim Team
On November 15 the hosting 25-back. Sydney Paoletti (25-back),
Westfield Y girls A swim team lost to
Somerset Valley, 113-85. The 13-14year-old medley relay team of Oria
Alexander, Abby Pires, Carly
Whitmer and Maeve Maloney highlighted the meet with a record-breaking time of 1:57.16, surpassing the
old record of 1:57.8 set back in 2006.
8U: Muriel Maloney won the 50free and 25-fly. Courtney Thomas
won the 25-breast and got third in the

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y
(FSPY) boys Black swim team recently fell to the Red Bank boys.
Individual Medley: 13-14 Greg
Baliko secured the only FSPY first
place in the 200IM but the team score
was tied after the IM races.
8Us: Zach Arber won the 25freestyle and 25-breaststroke. Kyle
Foster posted a season’s best and third
place in the 25-free.
9-10s: Matthew Auda (50-fly) and
Nolan Kearns (50-breast) touched
first. Josh Davidson (50-free), Colin
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL
Take notice that an application has been
make to the Municipal Clerk of the Town of
Westfield, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, for a Person-to-Person transfer of the Class C Plenary Retail Consumption Liquor License
2020-33-005-004 heretofore issued to
Brittany’s Restaurant, Inc. trading as BG
Fields located at 560 Springfield Avenue,
Westfield, New Jersey to JGR Investment
Group, LLC.
Name and addresses of officers, directors and stakeholders holding more than
10% of limited liability company and who
hold an interest in this license are:
Jeffrey Scotti, 7 Seward Place, Chester,
New Jersey;
Gerald Grillo, 4 Seneca Road, Cranford,
New Jersey; and
Richard Millwater, 841 New England
Drive, Westfield, New Jersey.
Objections, if any, should be made immediately in writing to Claire J. Gray, Municipal Clerk of the Town of Westfield, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
07090.
JGR INVESTMENT GROUP, LLC
Jeffrey Scotti, Managing Member
7 Seward Place
Chester, New Jersey 07930
1 T - 11/20/08
& 11/27/08, The Leader
Fee: $58.14

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on December 8, 2008 in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeal
for variance relief from the requirements of
Westfield Land Use Ordinance.
Robert & Lisa Wendel (the ‘Applicants’)
located at 704 Lenox Avenue, Westfield,
New Jersey (also known as Block No.
3509, Lot 1) seek permission to retain a six
(6) foot fence located in the Town’s right of
way in the street side yard of a corner lot
contrary to Sections 12.06 and 12.07C of
the Land Use Ordinance. The property is
located in an RS-6 zone district. The existing fence is six (6) foot in height; the
ordinance allows a fence that is four (4)
feet in height.
The Application requires variance relief
pertinent to the following requirements of
the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:
1. FENCE IN STREET RIGHT OF WAY:
Section 12.06 mandates that no fence
shall be constructed within the street right
of way. Applicants seek permission to
retain their existing fence within the street
right of way. Applicants seek a use or “d”
variance.
2. FENCE HEIGHT: Section 12.07C
mandates that no fence located on a street
side yard of a corner lot shall exceed four
(4) feet in height. Applicants seek permission to retain their existing fence with a
height of six (6) feet. Applicants seek a
bulk or “c” variance.
The Applicants also seeks approval of
any and all other relief not indicated above
that may be determined necessary during
the course of the public hearings. If the
matter is not concluded on that date, additional public hearing dates may be ordered and scheduled. This notice is sent
to you on behalf of the applicant by order
of the Board.
Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attorney, and be given an opportunity to be
heard with respect to this application.
Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Lindabury, McCormick,
Estabrook & Cooper
53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369
Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tel. (908) 233-6800
Attorneys for Applicants
1 T - 11/25/08, The Leader Fee: $53.55

Sullivan and Jake Lessner (both 50back) and Brody Rash (50-fly) posted
best times.
11-12s: Tyler Lessner took first in
the 50-breast and second in the 50fly. Jeff Peart was second in the 100IM
and 50-breast. Alex Wang (100IM),
Andrew DeBiasse and Alex Skoog
(50-free) had best times. Matt
Giardiello (50-free, 50-back) had best
times, each good for third place.
13-14s: Aaron Markey (best time)
took second in the 100-breast. Keith
Montiero was second in the 100-fly.
Ryan Gajdzisz touched second in the
100-back and third in the 100-free
(personal best).
15-18s: Zach Peart took second in
200IM and first in 200-back. Will
Brown won the 100-free. Dan and
Mike Napolitano touched second in
the 100-fly and third in the 100-free,
respectively. Evan Paulan was third
in the 200IM. Greg Baliko (13-14)
touched first in the 200-breast ahead
of RBY’s top breaststroker. FSPY
won one of the four freestyle relays.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on December 8, 2008 in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for bulk (c) and use (d) variance(s) from
the requirements of the Westfield Land
Use Ordinance.
John Baldwin, 335 Woodland Avenue,
Applicant seeks permission to retain a
shed contrary to Section 13.01G1b of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires
a minimum side yard setback of 5 feet for
accessory structures less than 500 square
feet. Proposed is + 1 foot.
Michael and Amy Rollins, 114 Golf
Edge Drive, Applicant is seeking permission to partially finish an existing walk-up
attic contrary to Section 12.04E of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a
maximum floor area ratio of 25%. Present
is 24.5%. Proposed is 26.72%. The Board
previously granted the aforesaid FAR Variance by Resolution dated July 14, 2008
but the approval, because of the plans
originally submitted restricted the attic use
for an office and workout area. The Applicant has revised the architectural plans
and now requests that the partially finished attic be utilized for any purpose
normally associated with a single-family
use, including without limitation, a study, a
den, library, bedroom, office, workout area,
and full bathroom.
Yale & Anne Arkel, 116 Stanmore
Place, Applicant seeks permission to construct an addition contrary to Section
11.08E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum side yard setback of 10 feet. Present is 5.1 feet. Proposed is 6.4 / existing 5.1 foot setback
unchanged.
David & Katherine Brown, 216
Watchung Fork, Applicant seeks permission to construct a front porch and a second floor bay window contrary to Section
11.04E5 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires an established front yard
setback of 70.8 feet E.F.Y.D. Present is
68.6 feet. Proposed is 60.9 feet to the front
porch and 69.4 feet to the second floor bay
window.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 11/27/08, The Leader Fee: $57.12

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING
If you don’t have time to clean,
I will do it for you!
Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide
OFFICE SPACE TO SHARE

Sensational office. Sunny, Private,
2nd fl office in downtown
Westfield. All utilities, copier, fax,
internet & conf. room to share
included. One block from NYC
transit. $550/mo. (908) 967-4961
PART TIME CLERICAL

Manufacturing facility in Union
area seeks a responsible
candidate for general office duties
and to assist customer service
with filing and data entry.
Monday through Friday flexible
hours. Knowledge of Microsoft
Excel a plus. Call for appointment
(908) 688-0800 ext 231

Connell Foley’s Steller to Receive Appointments
From the American Board of Trial Advocates
ROSELAND - Brian G. Steller, a try. Constantly raising the bar in terms
partner with the Roseland, N.J. law of professionalism is paramount to
firm Connell Foley LLP, was recently the members of ABOTA. At the nachosen for two leadership positions tional level, Mr. Steller works with
within the American Board of Trial ABOTA’s Committee on ProfessionAdvocates (ABOTA). Mr. Steller will alism and Civility. This work has
be sworn in as president of the North- been an outgrowth of his continuing
ern New Jersey Chapter by U.S. Dis- efforts with the Essex County Bar
trict Court Judge Jose Linares on Association, where he chaired the
December 3 at
County Coman installation
mittee on Prodinner in Sumfessionalism
mit. On January
and also partici17, 2009 in
pated with the
Sarasota, Fla.,
New Jersey
Mr. Steller will
State
Bar
be sworn in as a
Association’s
member of the
Commission on
National Board
Professionalof Directors of
ism.
ABOTA, which
As opposed
maintains its nato his one-year
tional offices in
term as presiDallas, Tex.
dent of the
The American
Essex County
Board of Trial
Bar Association
Advocates is a
in 2003-2004,
national organiMr. Steller will
zation
with Brian G. Steller, Partner, Connell Foley LLP serve as chapter
c h a p t e r s
president of
throughout the United States. Its ABOTA here in New Jersey for two
members include the very finest trial years, and he and his fellow officers
attorneys. The organization and its look forward to tremendous success
members are dedicated to the preser- with the organization’s goals. To learn
vation of the Seventh Amendment, more about ABOTA, all attorneys are
the right to a trial by jury. The organi- urged to review the organization’s
zation sees this constitutional right as website at abota.org.
one providing equal justice to all
Brian G. Steller is a certified civil
Americans, a right which should be trial attorney. He focuses his practice
promoted and protected fiercely. The on insurance defense and coverage,
members also are charged with pro- hotel liability, professional liability
moting civility and professionalism and corporate liability matters. He also
at the bar as well as the bench.
serves as Connell Foley’s alternate
ABOTA is one of the leading trial contact with the USLAW Network.
organizations throughout the coun- For more information about the firm’s
try and especially in New Jersey. Insurance Law or Professional LiabilMembership is by invitation only and ity practice groups, please contact Mr.
available to trial attorneys who have Steller at (973) 535-0500 or
displayed exemplary trial skills over bsteller@connellfoley.com.
many years, as well as civility, proAbout Connell Foley: Established
fessionalism and integrity within the in 1936, Connell Foley LLP has a
legal community. Mr. Steller’s goal tradition of innovative legal repreas chapter president here in New Jer- sentation. The firm’s 125 attorneys
sey is to promote the education of provide expertise in a wide range of
young attorneys interested in trial specialties, including litigation; alwork by way of the organization’s ternative dispute resolution (ADR);
Masters In Trial program. These pro- corporate law and governance; emgrams bring the very finest trial law- ployment and labor law; professional
yers in the state and from the metro- liability; business crimes and regulapolitan area to locations throughout tory defense; crisis management and
New Jersey wherein trial demonstra- catastrophic loss; insurance; real estions are carried out in front of a real tate; environmental law; land use;
judge and jury, with real witnesses, banking; technology law and intelso that appropriate techniques and lectual property; taxation and estate
proper decorum is made available to planning; bankruptcy; toxic torts;
the ever growing number of trial law- health care, and other fields. In addiyers in the state. Mr. Steller also is tion to its main office in Roseland,
interested in outreach to the commu- the firm maintains offices in Jersey
nity and,in particular, middle schools City, New York City and Philadeland high schools relative to the im- phia. For more information, please
portance of the civil jury system. visit the firm’s website at
Finally, professionalism is the hall- connellfoley.com.
mark of the success of the legal proPaid Bulletin Board
fession here in the state and the coungoleader.com/express
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS
Public notice is hereby given that I, Lori Majeski, Collector of Taxes of the Township
of Scotch Plains, County of Union will sell at public auction on TUESDAY, DECEMBER
16th, 2008 in the Municipal Court, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 1:00
o’clock in the afternoon or at such later time and place to which said sale may then be
adjourned, all of the several lots and parcels of land assessed to the respective persons
whose names are set opposite each respective parcel as the owner thereof for the total
amount of municipal liens chargeable against said lands respectively, in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et seq. as computed to the 16th day of December 2008.
Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of
municipal liens chargeable against each parcel of said land assessed as one parcel,
together with interest and costs to the date of the sale. Said lands will be sold at the lowest
rate of interest bid, but in no case in excess of 18%. Payments for said parcels shall be
made prior to the conclusion of the sale in the form of cash, certified check or money order
or other method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will be resold.
Properties for which there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the
Township of Scotch Plains at an interest rate of 18%.
At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property
with interest and costs. Payment must be in the form of cash, certified check or money
order.
Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et
seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.), In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner of the site.
In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.
The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:
BLK LOT QUAL
OWNER
901
11
Barlow, Jacqueline

4 T - 11/20, 11/27, 12/4 & 12/11/08, The Times

LOCATION
338 Willow Avenue

TOTAL DUE
$ 3,131.57

Lori Majeski
Collector of Taxes
Fee: $244.80

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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Westfield’s Holy Trinity Wins
Annual Scholastic Olympics

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE…Brian Miller mans the basketball throw he
built out of recycled materials. His other creations can be seen in the background.

Fall Ball Goes Green
At Park Middle School
SCOTCH PLAINS – Recently, 345
Park Middle School fifth and sixth graders were treated to a special “green”
event. Park Middle School held its annual fall social, The Fall Ball, last month.
For a fee of $3 per ticket, the students
were able to have an activity-packed
afternoon. The organizers, Lisa
Zimmerman and Laurie Miller, worked
to make the event a success.
With the help of 35 volunteers and
chaperones, the cafeteria was converted
into a lively dance area, used for an
energetic disc jockey.
Snacks and drinks were served, co-

Union Catholic Student
Wins Scholarship
SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catholic School in Scotch Plains announced
that David Schanz of Edison is the
2008 recipient of the Eldon M.
Hammeke Scholarship.

David Schanz and Grace Hammeke

This scholarship, established in
memory of Mr. Hammeke, by his
wife Grace, is awarded every year to
one incoming freshman student at a
Catholic high school.
Mr. Hammeke was an active member of the Knights of Columbus Summit Council 783, which continues to
support Mrs. Hammeke in funding
this scholarship.

Program to Focus
On Communicating
WESTFIELD – Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield will host
The Partnership for a Drug-Free New
Jersey’s (PDFNJ) successful
parenting program, “The 15-Minute
Child Break,” on December 1, at 7:30
p.m. in the school’s auditorium.
The one-hour program is designed
to empower and assist parents in building better communication with their
children. The program is being hosted
by the Counseling Department at
Roosevelt Intermediate School.
A brief question-and-answer period will follow. Local resource materials and information will also be
provided. Parents of children of all
ages are welcome to attend.
The “15-Minute Child Break” was
developed based on research from
PDFNJ’s 2000 Middle School Study
on Substance Use, which found that
children who have consistent communication with a parent or caregiver
everyday are 67 percent less likely to
engage in substance abuse.
The program’s popularity has been
expressed throughout New Jersey by
companies who have hosted the program for their employees, and by
PTSO’s and parenting groups in every county in New Jersey.

ordinated by Rose Hubbard and donated by Park Middle School parents.
There were also a few guessing games
and contests for the students; however,
the most remarkable part of the event
could be found in the New Gym.
Students were able to participate in
12 different and challenging games.
The games included a five-net basketball throw, a baseball throwing station,
two miniature-golf putting greens, a
tire football throw, a life-size knock
hockey board and a handful of other
sports-themed games. All games were
completely built out of recycled materials.
Ms. Miller’s husband, Brian, works
for Waste Management of New Jersey.
Mr. Miller, assisted by wife Laurie,
their fifth grader Zakary and Laurie’s
father, George Ellis, were able to build
all 12 games using only found objects
that were thrown away and destined for
our landfills.
They were able to recycle basketball
hoops, plywood, 2x4, 4x4 and other
various wood scraps, even old wall
paneling and tires – just to name a few
– to build all 12 games used. Mr. Miller
spent more than five weeks collecting
materials, building the games and painting each one.
The children were the benefactors of
Mr. Miller’s efforts and had a great time
testing their skills at throwing all types
of balls, hitting pucks and golf balls,
plunging for Ping-Pong balls and tossing rings and bean bags.
Other families were also helpful in
setting up and manning the games. Ms.
Zimmerman and Ms. Miller, along with
Elaine Coupe, Matt Sosnowski, Rob
Lorusso, Doreen Rosen and Mr. Ellis,
assisted Mr. Miller in assembling the
games on site.
The go-green effort did not end there.
Once The Fall Ball was concluded, all
the games were broken down and donated to other schools and/or grades.
St. Bart’s was able to use some of the
games at a fundraiser to benefit the
homeless.
In addition, each student attending
received a color-changing Park Middle
School water bottle. Instead of students
using disposable plastic water bottles,
many Park Middle School water bottles
can now be seen at sporting events and
practices all over Scotch PlainsFanwood.

Mountainside to Host
Craft Workshop
MOUNTAINSIDE – On Saturday,
December 6, Deerfield School in
Mountainside will hold its Seventh
Annual Holiday Craft Workshop from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Sponsored by the Mountainside
P.T.A., the Holiday Craft Workshop
has become a perennial favorite for
children of all ages who look forward to the fun-filled day of crafting and holiday preparation.
All kids are welcome, and admission is free. The event will take
place in the Deerfield School gymnasium, located at 300 Central Avenue.
The crafts featured this year offer a
variety of choices for children of all
age groups. These choices include a
gumdrop tree, a bejeweled ornament,
a tinsel wreath, a snowman paperweight, jewelry crafts and much more.
The costs of crafts will be $1.50 and
up. Pizza and specialty pretzels will
be on sale, and there will also be a
bake sale sponsored by the PTA.
For more information, contact
Donna Pinto at (908) 232-9517 or
Sue Gallagher at (908) 928-0651.

FUN AND FESTIVE…Area children enjoy painting pumpkins during The
Chelsea at Fanwood’s annual Halloween event on October 30. Pictured are Cara
Makoski, 7, as a leopard and brother Joseph Makoski, 8, as Ironman.

WESTFIELD – Holy Trinity
Interparochial School won first place
in the 36th Annual Scholastic Olympics, hosted by Roselle Catholic High
School.
The Scholastic Olympics is an academic competition for eighth graders, with students being tested in a
variety of subjects, including mathematics, religion, forensics and science.
Courtney McGovern and Kevin
Sheridan took first place in English,
and Sean Puzzo won a first in religion.
Catherine Serzan was awarded first
place in the forensics contest, and
James Gilmartin was awarded first
place in history. Liam Hughes placed
second in art. Hannah Clark and Kelly
Glennon garnered third-place finishes
in current events. Brian Cattaffe
placed third in science.
Caroline Massa (art), James Potter
and Lauren Monaco (mathematics)
Mary McDermott (religion), Amanda
Williams (science), Grace Kelly and
Gregory Gagliardi (spelling), and
Douglas Tortorici (history) also competed for Holy Trinity.
Students placing first, second and
third were awarded Roselle Catholic
scholarships.
Eighth grade teachers Pat Byrne
and George Polasky served as moderators for the Holy Trinity team.
This year, 16 area Catholic elemen-

tary schools competed at the Scholastic Olympics.
Sister Maureen Fichner, principal
of Holy Trinity, said, “As always, we
feel our excellent performance at the
annual Scholastic Olympics reflects
the strong academic program here at
Holy Trinity. I am very happy for the
students.”

Franklin Students
Experience Election
WESTFIELD –Franklin Elementary
School students learned more than just
how to cast a vote in their mock presidential election held the day before
Election Day.
Orchestrated by teachers Penny
O’Donnell and Daria Plaskon, students
first ‘registered’ in writing, then signed
in and presented cards before casting
their ballots in private voting booths
constructed by parents.
Classes were divided into groups
representing the 50 states and chose
delegates to cast the corresponding
number of electoral votes once their
‘popular’ vote had been counted.
During an assembly that followed,
assistant principal David Heller, using
Smartboard technology, tallied and
mapped each state’s electoral results in
blue or red, resembling the maps used
on television.
Barack Obama “won” with 336 electoral votes to John McCain’s 210.

1980 Westfield High School alumni are planning their 30th year reunion for 2010.

SP’s Pfundheller Named
National Merit Semifinalist
SCOTCH PLAINS – David Heisey, must have an outstanding academic
principal of Scotch Plains-Fanwood record throughout high school, be enHigh School (SPFHS), and Timothy dorsed and recommended by the high
school principal,
Donahue, superviand earn an SAT
sor of counseling,
score that confirms
announced that
the student’s earlier
SPFHS seniorAusperformance on the
tin Pfundheller was
qualifying test.
named a SemifinalIn
addition,
ist in the 2009 Nasemifinalists and a
tional Merit Scholhigh school official
arship Competimust submit a detion.
tailed scholarship
This designation
application, which
identifies this outincludes
the
standing young
Austin Pfundheller, right, and his
student’s self-deman as among the
counselor, Candace Kilmer
scriptive essay and
16,000, highest
scoring students nationwide on the information about the semifinalist’s parPSAT/NMSQT exam of critical read- ticipation and leadership in school and
community activities.
ing, math and writing skills.
Merit Scholar designees are selected
Austin now has an opportunity to
continue in the competition for some on the basis of their skills, accomplish8,200 National Merit Scholarships, ments and potential for success in rigworth more than $35 million, which orous college studies.
Austin is the son of Laurie and Grewill be offered next spring.
To become a finalist, a semifinalist gory Pfundheller.

Renowned Czech Artists
To Visit Pingry in December

BALLOT BOWL…Franklin fourth grader Michelle Telsey casts her ballot
during Franklin’s mock election, which also gave students insight into how
electoral votes ultimately determine the Presidency.

WF Teen Receives Scholarship
To Raise Puppies for the Blind
WESTFIELD – Samuel Johnson, Linda Fenine-Roth manager of puppy
17, of Westfield received a scholar- placement for The Seeing Eye. “We
ship from The Seeing Eye for raising are delighted to recognize Samuel for
several puppies for
his dedication to
the world-famous
the puppy-raising
dog guide school.
program and wish
James Kutsch,
Samuel well in his
president of The
future endeavors.”
Seeing Eye, for“We applaud the
mally congratuextraordinary
lated
Samuel
commitment and
among 68 puppy
his fellow scholarraisers to receive
ship winners, enscholarships at
abling
blind
Family Day, an anpeople to lead
nual celebration
more independent
for puppy raisers
lives,” said Mr.
and their families,
Kutsch.
held
at
the
“The Seeing
Morristown camEye has taught me
pus on August 16.
that people with
Samuel is a
physical disabilifreshman at Unities are often not
versity of Massarestricted by their
chusetts where he
disabilities, but
is studying Archioften by the world
tecture.
around them,” said
Samuel Johnson
Samuel
has
Samuel. “I hope to
been a puppy raiser for nine years as be able to design architecture that is
a member of his Seeing Eye/4-H not only visually appealing, but also
puppy club. In this capacity, Samuel appealing to those who may be blind
taught his puppies basic obedience, or disabled.”
attended local puppy club meetings
Each year, The Seeing Eye recogonce a month, exposed his puppies to nizes exceptional puppy raisers by
a variety of social situations, and pro- presenting them with $1,000 college
vided them with love and compan- scholarships. Recipients have raised
ionship. After a year and a half, he at least two dogs, have demonstrated
returned each puppy to The Seeing a high level of academic achievement
Eye for its formal training.
and are active in their communities.
“Young adults like Samuel are speFor more information on The Seecial because they provide a rock solid ing Eye or how to become a puppy
foundation for Seeing Eye dog’s for- raiser, call (973) 539-4425, ext. 1769
mal training,” said Peggy Gibbon, the or visit seeingeye.org.

UCC Hosts Information
Sessions at All Campuses
CRANFORD – Union County College (UCC) will host orientation sessions for students who are going to
start classes at UCC this spring and for
those who may still be interested in
enrolling for the spring semester.
The orientation sessions will be held
in December and January, and attendees are encouraged to come to the
session that best fits their schedule.
The sessions will be held on December 4, from 4 to 7 p.m. in Room
210, at the college’s Plainfield campus
at 232 East Second Street; on December 16, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the
Roy Smith Theater at the College’s
Cranford campus at 1033 Springfield
Avenue; and on January 8, 2009, from
4 to 7 p.m. in the theater at the college’s
Elizabeth campus at 12 West Jersey
Street.
The sessions will provide new students with the opportunity to meet
their future classmates, to learn about
student activities, to tour the campus,
and to learn about the counseling and
tutoring services available at UCC and
a chance to begin to explore career

paths. Families are also welcome.
To attend any of the above sessions,
respond to orientation@ucc.edu or call
(908) 709-7518. All orientation sessions are free; however, responses are
recommended.
For those wishing to pursue a bachelors degree, the economics of spending the first two years at Union County
College coupled with the many dual
admissions and transfer/articulation
agreements that the college has in
place, can ease the road to junior year
status at a long list of colleges and
universities throughout the United
States.

AREA – Award-winning sculptor/
ceramicist Jindra Vikova and photographer Pavel Banka, who live in
Prague, will visit The Pingry School,
on December 2 and 3, for master
classes and demonstrations in the 3D
studio and photography lab.
Their appearance is open to the
public and funded by a gift from
Pingry parents, who believe that creative thinking inspired by the arts is
an important skill for the 21st Century.
“Our students will be getting a phenomenal opportunity to work with
these well-known international artists. It is a once-in-a-lifetime experience,” said Miles Boyd, chair of
Pingry’s fine arts department.
Rich Freiwald, who teaches art fundamentals, clayworking and sculpture, collaborated with Ms. Vikova,
Mr. Banka, and Middlesex County
College Arts Department Chair
Marion Munk on their premier exhibition in the United States, which
took place at Middlesex County College in 1985.
Ms. Vikova, a Gold Medal Winner
in both France and Italy for her ceramic arts and sculpture, has exhib-

BOE Meeting to Feature
School Audit Summary
WESTFIELD – At the next meeting of the Westfield Board of Education meeting, on Tuesday, December
2, a report on the district’s financial
audit will be presented. The meeting
will be held in Room 105 at 302 Elm
Street.
A complete agenda will be available on the district’s web siteand in
the board secretary’s office at 302
Elm Street on Monday, December 1.
All board meetings are taped and
televised on Blue Devils TV36 on
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8 a.m. and
7 p.m., as well as weekends at 10 a.m.

1980 WHS Alumni
Plan 30th Year Reunion
WESTFIELD – Many 1980
Westfield High School (WHS)
alumni have joined together to begin planning their 30th year reunion,
set for 2010.
A newly created website,
1980westfield.com. will help WHS
classmates reconnect. Alums can log
on and spread the word or e-mail
Anne
(Parks)
Wolf
at
anne@amwolf.com, Tad Wood at
tadwood1@verizon.net, or Linda
(McCullough)
Crane
at
lindamc3762@earthlink.net.

ited her works in the United States,
Italy, Belgium, Germany, Cuba, Korea, China, France, Japan, Australia
and other countries.
Mr. Banka’s photographs are on
display in the permanent collections
of the International Center of Photography in New York; Art Institute
of Chicago; Museum of Fine Arts in
Boston; Bibliotheque Nationale in
Paris; Musee de L’Elysee in Switzerland, and other museums. Both artists have been exhibiting their work
for more than three decades.
To learn more, visit pingry.org.

Sigma Alpha Lambda
Recognizes WHS Grad
WESTFIELD — Sigma Alpha
Lambda announced that Leanne
Patricia Hewit of Westfield has recently become recognized as a member of Sigma Alpha Lambda, National Leadership and Honors Organization at Clemson University.
Sigma Alpha Lambda is a national
leadership and honors organization
dedicated to promoting and rewarding academic achievement and providing members with opportunities
for community service, personal development and lifelong professional
fulfillment.
Ms. Hewit is a 2007 graduate of
Westfield High School and the daughter of Dave and Carol Hewit. Ms.
Hewit is a sophomore pre-professional
health major at Clemson University.

WF Student Sheridan
Recognized as Scholar
WESTFIELD – Kent Place senior
Katherine Sheridan of Westfield was
recognized as a commended student
in the National Merit Scholarship
Program. Qualified students are honored for their outstanding scholastic
potential demonstrated by their high
performance in this very competitive
program.
In addition, the College Board also
honored Katherine as a scholar, in
recognition of her exceptional
achievement on Advanced Placement
(AP) examinations taken last spring.
“This is a remarkable academic
achievement for each girl and for
Kent Place School,” noted Elizabeth
Woodall, director of the Upper School
at Kent Place.
Sixteen Kent Place students received honors from the 2009 National Merit Scholarship Program, and
the College Board recognized 67 students for their AP examinations taken
last spring.

Cranford Student
Makes LIM Dean’s List
CRANFORD – Sabrina Friebis of
Cranford was named to the dean’s list
at LIM – The College for the Business of Fashion – for the spring 2008
semester.
To be placed on the dean’s list,
students must earn a grade point average between 3.50 and 3.79.

GARDEN VARIETY…Franklin third graders recently worked together with
members of Cub Scout Pack 172, Den 16, and their parents to help plant a new
garden near one of the school’s Newton Place entrances and refresh other beds
throughout the property. The combination PTO and community service project
also ties in with Franklin’s “Go Green” theme. Pictured are, in front, Owen Heim,
middle row, John Durocher, Jordan Barham, Andy Dazzo and back row, Paul
Sawina, Berj Vartanian and John Durocher, Sr.
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The New Jersey Ballet
Performs Hansel and Gretel
Pineda Opera Company Presents
The Merry Widow in Cranford
By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The Pineda Opera
Company performed The Merry
Widow — about a rich widow, Hanna

“took liberties from the original play
to get humor across.”
The operetta had the audience constantly laughing through its use of dramatic irony in revealing characters’ in-

Soprano Christina Rohm as Hanna Glawari with the male ensemble of The Merry Widow.

Glawari, and her attempt to find a
husband — earlier this month at the
Cranford Community Theater. Hanna,
who has inherited 20 million francs
from her late husband, is to be a guest
at a ball celebrating the birthday of
the Grand Duke.
The Merry Widow, initially a German play, was adapted in 1905 into an
operetta by Austro-Hungarian composer Franz Lenar. An operetta, a
genre of light opera, is dialogue-heavy
and tends to focus on comedic elements of the plot, as opposed to the
music.
According to professional opera
singer Tony Mowatt, who played
Njegus in The Merry Widow, the cast

fidelity.
Baron Zeta, Pontevedrian
ambassador to France, wants her to
marry a man from Pontevedra
(northwest Spain), so that his home
region does not fall into bankruptcy.
Preoccupied with finding the proper
husband for Hanna, Baron Zeta fails
to notice Count Camille courting his
wife, Valencienne. The Baron knows
something is afoot, but only the
audience is aware of the possible
escapade.
What also makes the operetta comical is the way a throng of hopeful
suitors parade after the merry widow,
Hanna Galwari. After Hanna would
make a movement, the men would

copy her in a synchronized line. The
characters enacted the plot with vigor,
exaggerated movements and the perfect vocal inflections, making it a
hilarious hit.
A family-owned and -operated
company, the Pineda Conservatory
was founded in 2000 by siblings
Fausto, Juan and Patricia Pineda and
Juan’s wife, Valerie.
Juan Pineda said that they chose to
perform The Merry Widow at the
Cranford opera theater because of the
company’s strong following in and
around Westfield, Garwood and Clark.
His wife added that they chose The
Merry Widow because it is “a fun
English romantic comedy is a good
way to start the season.”
Various members of the Pineda Opera Company performed in The Merry
Widow alongside professional opera
singers, all of whose voices were
fantastic.
Christina Rohm, playing the merry
widow, showed off a strong soprano
voice that could reach extremely high
pitches.
Numerous children from the Pineda
Opera Company also participated in
the play, mainly as extra townspeople.
Overall, the cast, featuring people of
all ages, was animated and funny.
Throughout the operetta, a live orchestra performed directly in front of
the stage. With 13 musicians in the
ensemble, the orchestra integrated a
multitude of instruments, including
four violins, the piano, the viola, cello,
percussion, clarinet, horn, oboe, flute
and trumpet.
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MERRY MELODIES...Maestro Mark
Hyczko leads the Pineda Lyric’s professional orchestra this season, starting with The Merry Widow.

The orchestra played light, peppy
music that added the perfect uplifting
tones to the comedy. During moments
in which the plot could be taken as
serious, the upbeat music made it
comical.
The cast’s costumes effectively
transported the audience back to the
19th Century – men wearing tuxes
with long coattails and white gloves
to fit the occasion, while women
sported bejeweled dresses and
accessorized with feathers or fans.
The Pineda Opera Company presents two different shows yearly, one
weekend in the fall and one weekend
in the spring. The company will perform Carmen in the spring. Throughout the year, the opera company also
performs at assorted charity organizations, Christmas and various other
holiday concerts.

By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – The New Jersey Ballet
put on a dazzling performance of
Hansel and Gretel earlier this month
at the Union County Performing Arts
Center in Rahway.
Celebrating its 50th year in existence, the ballet company employs more
than 20 professional dancers, ages 2136, from nine different countries, as
well as six apprentices in their late
teens to early twenties in their junior
company. About 30 of their performers were involved in the production.
Featuring top ballerinas from around
the world, the dancers preformed with
astounding feats of athleticism, grace,
strength and coordination. Their skills
as ballerinas were put at the forefront
of the performance, showcasing moves
such as aerials and triple pirouettes à
la seconde, which refers to three series
of pirouettes, performed as a group of
turns on one foot with the free leg
raised in the air at a 90-degree angle.
All of the ballerinas performed a
variety of difficult, graceful moves in
sync to the music and each other. At
one point, 15 different angels were on
stage, all dressed in white. Their synchronized movements gave the appearance of a singular angelic entity,
as they stood in three separate lines.
In 1893, German composer
Engelbert Humperdinck wrote an opera based on the fairy tale Hansel and
Gretel. The New Jersey Ballet turned
Humperdinck’s opera into a ballet of
their own by loosely following the

Teen Arts Exhibit
Includes Local Students
AREA – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders announced that
the 2008 Union County Teen Arts
Traveling Exhibit will be on display
at the Freeholder’s Gallery in the
Union County Administration Building, located on Elizabethtown Plaza
at Rahway Avenue in Elizabeth,
through December 16.
The exhibit is open to the public
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays.
The exhibit consists of 75 pieces of
art selected from more than 600 visual art works shown at the 2008
Union County Teen Arts Festival held
in March at the Cranford campus of
Union County College.
Area students, whose work is included in the exhibit, are
Mountainside residents Scotland
Preston and Francesca Najdzin, both
of Deerfield School; Scotch Plains
residents Katrina Millan, Deshawn
Bellford and Sefton Bass, who attend
Union County Vo-Tech, and Hillcrest
Academy’s Arthur Shaffry. In
Westfield, Kathleen Tang and Geena
Gao represent Edison Intermediate
School, while Richard Michelena attends Beadleston High School.
The Union County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs in the Department of Parks and Community
Renewal administers the annual event.
“Each year, I am amazed by the
exceptional artwork submitted by the
students,” Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada said.
For more information, contact the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, N.J. 07202; or call (908) 5582550. N.J. Relay service users should
call 711 or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.
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farmhouse store
welcomes

convey the tale with a “story teller”
narration to enhance the physical
movements of the ballet and to cater
the performance to children. Ms. Clark
said, “[When you] just fill in a show
with dance movement, children don’t
always get what’s going on, so I chose
to narrate all of the children’s shows.”
Presented in a storybook format, the
stage design, costumes and the “storyteller” narration transcended the entire audience into the pages of a
children’s fairy tale. Ms. Clark strives
to achieve this presence with her
children’s ballets, adding, “I feel
children’s fairy tales are a wonderful
way to introduce dance to young
people.”
Making the play perfectly suitable
to a child of any age, Ms. Clark chose

WESTFIELD – The First Congregational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, begins its 25th
season of Mid-Day Musicales on
Wednesday, December 3, at noon,
with a program by pianist Sondra
Tammam.
The Mid-Day Musicales, which has
presented musicians from all over the
world, is thanking the community of
Westfield for its 25 years of support
by featuring a season of performers
with Westfield connections.
These free, half-hour programs in
the church sanctuary are followed by
an optional soup-and-sandwich luncheon in the church’s social hall for
$6.
Ms. Tammam, a Westfield resident,
has received enthusiastic acclaim for
her performances in North America,
Europe, Asia and the Middle East.
As the unanimous winner of both
the Frinna Awerbuch International
Competition of the New York Con-
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5:30 p.m. in the University Center
Little Theatre, located on the Central
Campus at 1000 Morris Avenue in
Union. Admission is free.
Mr. Beatty has been awarded numerous honors for his work, including a Tony and Drama Desk Award
for Best Scenic Design. He is widely
regarded as America’s premier scenic designer and has designed numerous Broadway productions, including The Color Purple, Chicago, Proof
and the Pulitzer Prize-winning Rabbit Hole, which recently had its New
Jersey Premiere at Premiere Stages.
Holly Logue, acting dean of the
School of Visual and Performing Arts
at Kean University, said, “The opportunity for our students and the Kean
community to spend time listening to
and learning about award-winning
Broadway designer John Lee Beatty
is invaluable.”
For more information about the
event, call (908) 737-4360, or visit
Premiere Stages online at kean.edu/
premierestages.

WF, SP, FW Residents
Selected For Choirs

Come to
Christoffers
We’ll keep your
“Spirit” intact

Michele’s extraordinary felted wool hats are handmade, backstage at
the Hilton Theater where she is currently starring in

gress of Piano Teachers, the John
Meyers Foundation Grant and the
Paderewski Foundation competition,
Ms. Tammam’s concerts have taken
her to diverse venues, including Weill
and Merkin Halls in New York, the
Harvard Musical Association in Boston, Wigmore Hall in London, the
Concertgebouw in Amsterdam and
the Goethe Institute in Casablanca.
Ms. Tammam conducts master
classes and lectures in the United
States and abroad. This season, she
presented lectures to the Music Educators Association of New Jersey,
the New Jersey Music Teachers Association and the Piano Teachers
Congress of New York at Steinway
Hall, and had performance engagements in Rome, Italy and
Pepperdine University in California.
For further information, or to make
optional lunch reservations, call the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

Kean Hosts Acclaimed
Broadway Designer, Beatty

Established 1976

Michele Ragusa

facial expressions.
The set and costumes enhanced the
aesthetic beauty of the performance
with bright colors and glitter. The various backdrops were intricately handpainted by Michael Babyak. One of
the backdrops, a picture of woods, was
painted with deep browns contrasted
by bright blues, greens and teals.
The witches’ house was especially
aesthetically pleasing, incorporating a
multitude of glittery reds, oranges,
pinks and tans. The costumes were
also beautifully designed with just the
right mix of ballet attire, 19th Century
Germanic clothing and contemporary
fashion.
With such professionalism and quality of entertainment, the New Jersey
Ballet is definitely a treat to see.

Musicales Honor Those
With WF Connections

CHRISTOFFERS

Broadway Star & Hat Designer

to present the bad witch in Hansel and
Gretel as humorous, instead of scary.
The witch brought the most laughs
from the audience with his over-exaggerated physical movements and goofy

GRIMM REALITY...The New Jersey Ballet adapted Hansel and Gretel from an
opera and chose to use a story teller to help explain the work to children and
entertain them.

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University, in association with the
Kean University Department of Theatre, will present acclaimed scenic
designer John Lee Beatty as part of
the Premiere Artists Series.
The December 3 event begins with
an open seminar for students conducted by Mr. Beatty, followed by a
question and answer session and reception. The campus community and
public are also invited to participate.
The event will be held from 3:30 to

PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE
the

original plot and choosing to keep
Humperdinck’s soundtrack.
Adapting Hansel and Gretel from
an opera to a ballet, Carolyn Clark,
director of New Jersey Ballet chose to

AREA – Matthew LaPine, Middle
and Upper School music teacher at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison,
announced the names of Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood students
who have earned membership to the
Middle School Treble Choir and Middle
School Boys’ Choir.
Local students named to the Middle
School Treble Choir include: Sarah
Chalabi of Westfield, Megha Reddy
and Emily Wexler, both of Scotch Plains,
and Moenika Chowdhury of Fanwood.
Sarah is the daughter of Ishmael and
Yolanta Chalabi. Megha is the daughter of Rom and Shanthi Reddy. Charlotte is the daughter of Michael and
Susan Greaney. Emily is the daughter
of Bruce and Joanne Wexler. Haley is
the daughter of Steven and Erica Needle,
and Moenika is the daughter of Bobby
and Margaret Chowdhury.
Area students named to the Middle
School Boys’ Choir include: Michael
Anastasiou of Scotch Plains. Michael
is the son of Chuck and NinaAnastasiou.

