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Society Inaugurates the
Westfield Hall of Fame

By WILIAM FOLEY and LEE HALE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historical Society has formed the
Westfield Hall of Fame (WHF) to
honor Westfielders who have made
significant contributions in their cho-
sen field, had a significant impact on
the town, state or nation, and have
brought pride and recognition to
Westfield. The WHF will be an an-
nual program, where nominees, made
by the public and the society, will be
chosen by the selection committee
and honored at the society’s annual
spring banquet. Records of the
Westfield Hall of Fame will be main-
tained for public access in the society’s
archives.

Nancy Priest, president of the
Westfield Historical Society, an-
nounced the first 20 nominees (see
photographs on this page) for induc-
tion in this inaugural year of the pro-
gram. “The list of nominees suggests
that Westfield has fostered people of
achievement,” said Lee Hale, chair-
man of the selection committee.

There will be 10 Hall of Fame mem-
bers chosen based on a list developed
by the Westfield Historical Society
and supplemented by nominations
from the public. The inductees will be
announced in January 2009.

The Hall of Fame selection com-
mittee encourages the public to sub-
mit candidates for consideration by
December 15, by mailing a profile to
Lee Hale, Westfield Hall of Fame,
P.O. Box 613, Westfield, N.J. 07091.

For more information on the
Westfield Historical Society or to
become a member, please see
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org,
send an e-mail to
info@westfieldhistoricalsociety.org
or call (908) 645-1794.

Charles Addams (1912-1988). A
Westfield High School (WHS) gradu-
ate known as an artist, cartoonist, and
especially for his macabre humor.
His cartoons were published in the
New Yorker, Colliers and TV Guide.
The Addams Family was the basis for
a TV series, a cartoon series and
movies.

Virginia Apgar (1909-1974). In
1952, she developed the 10-point scor-
ing system measuring an infant’s
physical condition just minutes after
birth. The test, known as “The Apgar
Score,” still in use today, requires all
newborns to be screened in the first
critical minutes of life.

Charles Apgar (1830-1915). He
was known as the “Wireless Wizard.”
He developed the ability to record
radio signals. His wireless at home
(one of the most powerful in the world)
tipped the U.S. about German spies
in Long Island, N.Y. reducing allied
ship sinkings by German U-boats in
World War I.

Charles P. Bailey (1909-1986). He
served as a Republican committee-
man, town councilman (1940-1946)
and mayor (1947-1954). He was re-
sponsible for the current Town Hall/
Library complex as a complement to
Mindowaskin Park and Presbyterian
Church.

Emma Bridges (1842-1924). A
resident of Westfield for 52 years, she
was the first president of the Westfield
Woman’s Club. In 1874, she estab-
lished the Every Saturday Book Club,
which was the beginning of the
Westfield Public Library. She was in-
volved in the founding of “Children’s
Country Home,” which is now
Children’s Specialized Hospital.

Robert N. Buck (1914-2007). He
set a record for speed flying across
the U.S. in the 1930’s. He worked as
a TWA pilot from 1937 to 1945. He
received an Air Medal from President
Truman for Army thunderstorm/
weather research, and was elected to
the Aviation Hall of Fame.

Robert Clotworthy (b. 1932). He
was a diving champion: three-time NJ
Interscholastic, two-time Eastern In-
terscholastic, three-time Big Ten, four-
time National AAU, one-time National
Collegiate. In 1952, he won the Olym-
pic Bronze at Helsinki, and in 1956,
the Olympic Gold at Melbourne.

The Devlins Harry (1918-2001),
Wende (1918-2002). Harry was an
illustrator for Life, Colliers, Saturday
Home Magazine and New York Daily
News and U.S. Naval Intelligence.
Harry did portraits of Westfield and
New Jersey historic sites; Wende was
a portrait painter and author of
children’s books. Both are members
of the N.J. Literary Hall of Fame.

Edward Ellsberg (1872-1983).
Commander Ellsberg authored sev-
eral books dealing with submarine
salvage. One book, “Pigboats,” was
made into the film Hell Below. In
1944, he was instrumental in prepar-
ing artificial harbors that made the
Normandy landings a success. For
his success, he was awarded the Or-
der of the British Empire.

Robert A. Fairbairn (1839-1891).
He was chairman of National Biscuit.
He built and owned Fair Acres Driving
Club (half-mile harness track at the site
of the present Washington School). He
was the breeder of Gallahadion, winner
of the 66th Kentucky Derby, and Hoop
Jr. that won the 71st Kentucky Derby.

Robert Hoffman (late 1800’s). He
served as a journalist on several news-
papers including the Plainfield Courier
News and the New York Herald. He left
New York and became the editor and
owner of the Union County Standard.
He also devoted time to historical re-
search and authored several books about
Westfield and New Jersey.

Sigismund Ivanowski (1875-
1944). A leading portrait artist,
Ivanowski was born in the Ukraine

and studied at the St. Petersburg Acad-
emy of Fine Arts, and had a studio in
Westfield. He painted the leading
actresses of his day for The Century
Magazine, as well as a portrait of
Theodore Roosevelt, which still hangs
in the National Portrait Gallery in
Washington.

Gary Kehler (1931-2007). Gary
was an incredibly successful WHS
coach – football, 86 percent winning
record; wrestling, 83 percent, golf,
88 percent. Football – eight state
championships, nine undefeated sea-
sons, a 48-game unbeaten streak.
Named the #1 high school coach in
N.J. in the 20th Century and was
inducted into the National Football
Hall of Fame.

Robert Mulreany (1916-1998).
Robert was Chairman of the Board at
Overlook Hospital and credited with
establishing it as a teaching hospital.
He served as president of the Westfield
Board of Education, trustee of Over-
look Hospital, and mayor of Westfield,
1965-1968.

The Pearsalls. Alfred (1847-1919)
founded Pearsall’s News Bureau. He
owned the Union County Standard and
was a Chataqua and Abraham Lincoln
lecturer. Leigh (1874-1964) was direc-
tor of Information U.S. in WWI. He
assembled and marketed Indian Forest
section of Westfield starting in 1934.
Clifford Everson (1871-1953) launched
a real estate and insurance agency, and
developed the Brightwood section of
Westfield. Donald and Everson Pearsall
formed and managed Pearsall and
Frankenbach, a real estate and insur-
ance firm.

Charles Philhower (1878-1962).
He served as Superintendent of the
Westfield Public Schools for 30 years
until his retirement in 1947. During
his tenure, he opened Roosevelt,
Franklin and Wilson Schools as
Westfield’s population quadrupled.

William Reeve (1872-1963). He
was one of the founders of the
Westfield YMCA and responsible for
the World War I monument in the
plaza at the town center. Perhaps his
most enduring contribution to
Westfield was the donation of the 11
acres that became Mindowaskin Park.

Anne Revere (1903-1990). She
was nominated as Best Supporting
Actress three times and won the Os-
car for National Velvet. In 1931, she
made her Broadway debut in The
Great Barrington and later in The
Children’s Hour, As You Like It and
the Three Sisters. In the ’40’s, Anne
made her way to Hollywood where
she appeared in several movies in-
cluding A Place in the Sun and
Gentlemen’s Agreement.

H. Emerson Thomas (1903-2001).
He was known as Mr. Westfield for
over 50 years serving as president of
the Y Board, founder and president of
the Westfield Foundation. In the larger
world, he was known as Mr. LP Gas,
creating several gas companies, which
he eventually sold to Suburban Pro-
pane in 1958. His engineering firm
installed LP gas plants throughout
the country.

Charles Wallace (1885-1964). He
founded Wallace & Tiernan Co., holds
more than 80 patents. Invented con-
trolled feeding of chlorine gas for
sterilizing drinking water thus elimi-
nating typhoid and dysentery in the
civilized world. He was instrumental
in starting the Westfield United Way
and the Westfield Foundation.

We Do Indeed Have
Much to be Thankful For

Thanksgiving is a distinctively Ameri-
can holiday, set aside for giving thanks
for the blessings of health, food, shelter,
family, friends and community. Perhaps
no image is more closely linked to the
holiday than Norman Rockwell’s iconic
illustration, “Freedom from Want.”

Inspired by FDR’s “four freedoms”
speech, in which he invokes “economic
understandings, which secure to every
nation a healthy peacetime life for all its
inhabitants,” both the message and the
image have special significance this No-
vember. Even in our current economic
turmoil, America remains the richest na-
tion on earth and we do indeed have much
to be thankful for.

During the Thanksgiving season, many
Westfielders, recognizing how much they
have to be grateful for, say “thank you” by
giving to the Westfield United Way, which
helps maintain the quality of life for all in
our community. Our slogan, “Neighbors
helping Neighbors,” has new urgency
this year for the many residents who de-

pend on services such as childcare, trans-
portation, hot meals, and afterschool tu-
toring provided by our 18-member agen-
cies.

We are grateful to all who have gener-
ously responded to the 2008 Westfield
United Way campaign, and we urge all
who have not yet sent in a pledge card to
do so now, as a sign of “thanks-giving.”
By sharing their blessings, Westfielders
can extend the holiday spirit throughout
the coming year.

On behalf of all of us at the Westfield
United Way, best wishes for a happy and
healthy Thanksgiving.

Jennifer Jaruzelski, Campaign Chair
Westfield United Way

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

“Helping Accident
Victims Everyday”

December 2008  Westfield Memorial Library Events 
Library Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 AM to 9:00 PM 

Friday and Saturday 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM  Sunday 1:00 to 5 PM 

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to 
some programs. 550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090   

 908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 

12/3
12/4

12/5
12/8
12/9
12/12
12/19

12/22
12/26

 7:00 pm 
10:00 am 

 1:30 pm 
2 & 6 pm 
10:00 am 
 1:30 pm 
 1:30 pm 

12 pm 

12/3  3:45 pm Readers’ Theater-No age requirement,  
but children must know how to read. 

Elizabeth Tryon, Soprano 
New Computer Class: Shopping
Resources on the Internet 
TGIF! George Seurat 
International Film “The Lives of Others” 
New Computer Class: Email Basics 
TGIF! Opera Highlights 
TGIF! Classic Movie Week:
“Christmas in Connecticut” 
Harpist Merynda Adams 
NO TGIF! Happy Holidays! 

Closed December 24 and December 25 for Christmas 
December 31 Closing at 5:00 pm for New Year’s Eve 

ADULT PROGRAMS 

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

STAHL FARELLA
Attorneys At Law

Convenient Options to Mail Packages
This Holiday Season with Post Office
It’s the time of the season when we all

begin to think about mailing our holiday
cards and gifts. As Postmasters, we know
our customers lead busy lives, and that is
why we are so pleased to let them know they
need never wait on line at the post office
again, this holiday season or any season!

Any postal customer with a computer
can visit the postal services website:
usps.com, it’s literally just like a “Post
Office at your Fingertips.” Usps.com en-
ables users to buy stamps online, print mail-
ing labels with or without postage, request
free package pickup, track packages and
confirm deliveries, send shipments around
the world, design customized postage, and
order free packaging. The site has a postage
calculator, a post office locator, and pro-
vides package tracking and zip code lookup.
Almost anything you can do at a post office,
you can do online, 24/7 from the conve-
nience of a home or office computer.

Stamps can also be purchased by mail. A
postage paid order form is available from
letter carriers. Stamps can also be ordered
by telephone at (800) STAMP-24. There is
a small handling fee with this option.

Click-N-Ship lets you print postage
and mailing labels from your computer.
Plus we give you price savings on Priority

Mail and Express Mail when you ship
online. The more you ship, the more you
save. And we include free delivery con-
firmation when you use Click-N-Ship.

The postal service offers free, eco-
friendly, recyclable Express Mail and
Priority Mail boxes and envelopes, which
can be ordered online at usps.com/shop
for home delivery. You can schedule car-
rier pickup online and we’ll pick up your
packages for free. We come to you, so
you can skip the trip and save fuel this
Yule. There’s never a fuel surcharge when
you ship with the Postal Service and no
extra charge for Saturday delivery.

For those postal customers who need to
send a letter registered mail or a package
COD, visit the Scotch Plains post office at
536 Park Avenue, during retail window
hours: 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday through
Friday and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday.
The Westfield post office is located at 153
Central Avenue. Regular business hours
are Monday through Friday from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Happy Holidays!
Butch Belanger

Scotch Plains Postmaster
George Caswell, Jr.

Westfield Postmaster
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