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GO NAVY…Captain Joseph Duff, left, of Scotch Plains talks to juniors from
Oratory Prep School, Nick Liakas, Sebastien Laguerre and Sean Doddy, about
the merits of attending the Naval Academy. Teens from Oratory Prep School
recently attended Mount St. Mary’s College Fair in Watchung, where over 50
colleges, universities and the military were represented.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Chris Christie to Resign Dec. 2
As U.S. Attorney for New Jersey

U.S. Attorney for New Jersey
Chris Christie announced Monday
that he will resign on December 2,
nj.com reported. Mr. Christie is the
leading contender for the GOP gu-
bernatorial nomination. Prior to his
appointment by President George
W. Bush, he was a Morris County
freeholder.

GOP Assembly Members Say
Retailers Need Tax Holiday

Republican State Assembly mem-
bers Vince Polistina (LD-2, Egg Har-
bor) and Caroline Casagrande (LD-
12, Colts Neck) announced that the
Circuit City bankruptcy filing is evi-
dence that New Jersey retailers need
the boost of a sales tax holiday as
proposed by Republicans.

The two lawmakers have spon-
sored A-3327, the Shop Here, Save
Money, Secure Jobs Act of 2008, a
measure that would cut the state sales
tax in half from the day after (“Black
Friday”) Thanksgiving Day 2008
through Sunday, January 4, 2009.
The sales tax would be reduced from
7 to 3.5 percent. In Urban Enterprise
Zones and Salem County, that tax
would be lowered from 3.5 to 1.75
percent. The bill has been assigned
to the Assembly Appropriations
Committee. Sen. Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-
21, Westfield) has sponsored a com-
panion bill in the Senate, S-2281,
which has been assigned to the Sen-
ate Economic Growth Committee.
Both bills were introduced last
month.

Panel OK’s 14 Percent Hike
In Cost Estimates for Rail Tunnel

The North Jersey Planning Author-
ity has endorsed a projected 14 per-
cent increase to $8.7 billion for a
second rail tunnel between New Jer-
sey and Manhattan, The Record re-
ported. The tunnel is expected to
double rail capacity into New York
City by 2017.

The paper reported that the Port
Authority of New York and New Jer-
sey is contributing $3 billion to the
project with the New Jersey Turnpike
Authority chipping in another $1.25
billion.

Hillary Clinton To Become
Next Secretary of State

News organizations have reported
that Senator and former First Lady
Hillary Clinton has accepted Presi-

dent-elect Barack Obama’s offer for
Secretary of State.

Also, Arizona Governor Janet
Napolitano, a Democrat, has been
picked by Mr. Obama to serve as
secretary of Homeland Security. She
is a former United States attorney and
attorney general of Arizona, and was
Anita Hill’s attorney in the 1991
sexual harassment lawsuit against
then United States Supreme Court
nominee Clarence Thomas.

Eric H. Holder, Jr., who served in
the justice department in the Clinton
Administration, was nominated for
U.S. Attorney General. He would be
the first African-American attorney
general.

Republicans are said to be ready to
question his involvement in the last-
minute pardon by President Bill
Clinton of fugitive financier Marc
Rich.

Glading Considers Run
Against Roberts, Cruz

Republican Dale Glading is con-
sidering running against Assembly
Speaker Joseph Roberts and Assem-
blywoman Nilsa Cruz-Perez (D-
Camden) in the Fifth Legislative Dis-
trict, according to politickernj.com.
Mr. Glading lost to Rep. Rob Andrews
(D-Haddon Heights) in a bid for Con-
gress from the First District. He re-
ceived 26 percent of the vote. Repub-
lican canididates averaged 16 per-
cent of the vote in a six-candidate
race in 2007.

NJN Names Jim Hooker as
New Anchor Replacing Manahan

NJN has named correspondent Jim
Hooker as anchor to succeed Kent
Manahan in January,
politickernj.com has reported. Ms.
Manahan is the sister of former Union
County Prosecutor Thomas
Manahan.

Obama Won 14 of NJ’s 21
Counties to Win Elec. Votes

A review of votes in the Presiden-
tial Election from the New Jersey
Secretary of State’s website shows
the President-elect Barack Obama
won 14 of New Jersey’s 21 counties
in capturing the state’s 13 Electoral
Votes. He won in Atlantic, Bergen,
Burlington, Camden, Cumberland,
Essex, Gloucester, Hudson, Mercer,
Middlesex, Passaic, Salem,
Somerset, Union, while John McCain
won in Cape May, Hunterdon,
Monmouth, Morris, Ocean, Sussex
and Warren.

Voter Registration, Road
Rage Bills Moving Forward

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and the Times

TRENTON — State Legislature com-
mittees, on November 13, met to consider
a number of pieces of legislation. The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times has reviewed the legisla-
tion and put together a list of the high-
lights below.

The Assembly Education Committee
approved A-2752 that would require pub-
lic and nonpublic schools to provide
graduating pupils with voter registration
material at the same time the high school
diploma is issued. Currently, state law
requires the distribution of information in
conjunction with voter registration drives
by the county commissioner of registra-
tion.

The Assembly Homeland Security and
State Preparedness Committee approved
A-3002 that would require schools to
hold one monthly fire drill and one
monthly school security drill. Currently,
most schools conduct two fire drills per
month. The bill was approved by the
Assembly, 78-0, on November 17.

School security drills are defined as
“an exercise to practice procedures that
respond to emergencies, such as a non-
fire evacuation, lockdown, or active
shooter situation.”

The Assembly Environment Commit-
tee approved A-205, to create a New
Jersey Native American Burial Ground
Preservation Task Force. “The purpose
of the task force would be to evaluate and
study the need, and establish guidelines
and procedures, for the protection and
preservation of Native American burial
grounds, sacred sites and archaeological
sites on state, local government and pri-
vate lands,” according to an explanation
statement at the end of the bill.

A bill, approved by the Assembly Judi-
ciary Committee, named Jessica’s Law
or A-1561, would create a new motor
vehicle offense to be known as “road
rage.” The bill defines acts of road rage as
two or more actions committed simulta-
neously or in immediate succession. The
acts include excessive speeding of 25
mph or more over the speed limit, tailgat-
ing, improper or erratic traffic lane
changes, improper overtaking or passing
another vehicle off the pavement, violat-
ing official traffic control devices, verbal
threats or insults, flashing of headlights,
and use of demeaning gestures directed at
other drivers. The penalty for a first of-
fense would be license suspension for up
to 30 days and fines up to $1,000 or both.
Those charged with second or subsequent
offenses within 24 months would face a
maximum suspension of 120 days and
fines of up to $3,000.

Once bills move out of committee,
they must be approved by both houses of
the Legislature before going to the gover-
nor for consideration. CareOne at Livingston Presents

Medicare an Overview -An Educational Seminar
 
Date: Wednesday, December 10, 2008
Time: Lecture begins 6 p.m.
Lecture Location: 68 Passaic Avenue, Livingston, NJ 
Featuring: David Rokes, RN 
Refreshments will be served
 
Please come and join us for the exciting and educational lecture.
Featuring a question and answer session after the lecture.
Please RSVP to Janet Yodice at 973.758.9000 by Dec 5th

A CareOne Senior Care Center

GOING FOR THREE...On November 9, Daniel Berke, a ninth grader at Westfield
High School, presents a $2,650 check to Miriam Peretsman of the Hannah Peretsman-
Breene Foundation at Saint Barnabas Medical Center. The monetary gift is from
proceeds from Daniel’s third charity baseball game in September at Tamaques
Park. His previous fundraisers benefited Children’s Specialized Hospital and Saint
Joseph’s Social Service Center of Elizabeth. This year’s proceeds are in memory of
Hannah Peretsman-Breene, who died four years ago of cancer at the age of 16.

New Jersey Arts Council Announces
Availability of FY 2010 Grant Program

STATE – The New Jersey State Coun-
cil on the Arts announced the availability
of guidelines and applications for the
fiscal year 2010 (July 1, 2009, to June 30,
2010) Organizational Grant Program. The
council assists eligible organizations in
serving the people of New Jersey through
arts programs and projects.

The following types of support are
available: General Operating Support for
New Jersey-based, nonprofit, arts-
missioned organizations; General Pro-
gram Support for New Jersey-based, non-
profit organizations, colleges, or units of
local government; Arts Education Spe-
cial Initiatives support for school-based
projects; Arts Project Event Support for
New Jersey-based, nonprofit organiza-
tions, colleges or units of local govern-
ment; Building Arts Participation projects
to broaden, deepen and/or diversifying
arts participation.

Notices of Intent to Apply must be
submitted through the Arts Council eGrant
system by December 12, 2008. Complete
applications must also be submitted via
the eGrant system and are due by Febru-
ary 4, 2009, for General Operating and
General Program Support, as well as Arts
Project Support.

The deadline for Arts Education Spe-
cial Initiative and Building Arts Partici-
pation applications is February 18, 2009.

To be eligible for Arts Council grants,
applicants must be a private nonprofit
organization incorporated in New Jersey,
a unit of local government, or a college/
university; be tax-exempt as determined
by the IRS; be registered with the New
Jersey Charities Registration Bureau; be
in existence and providing public pro-
grams or services for at least two years;
and demonstrate that its activities serve
an audience in a multi-county region of
the state.

Workshops conducted by Arts Council
staff will be offered in various regions of
the state for groups seeking assistance

with the application process. The council
is holding a workshop on Tuesday, De-
cember 9, 2008 at 2 p.m. at the George
Street Playhouse, located at 9 Livingston
Avenue, in New Brunswick. To reserve a
space at a workshop, e-mail
carmen@arts.sos.state.nj.us.

Applicants with a primarily local audi-
ence from a single county may apply for
support through their designated county
arts agency. For information about apply-
ing for these grants, see njartscouncil.org.

Schoolyard Workshop
Set at Trailside

MOUNTAINSIDE – Trailside Nature
and Science Center is offering a teacher-
training workshop about schoolyard habi-
tat enhancement, entitled “WILD School
Sites,” for adults ages 18 and older, on
Wednesday, December 3, from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. These worksops help sensitize
students to the needs of local wildlife and
enable them to make a difference where
they live. Outdoor classrooms enable
teachers to take field trips without leaving
school. Skills that students develop en-
hance ownership and care for the school.

Participants in the workshop will re-
ceive six New Jersey Department of Edu-
cation professional development credits,
as well as the book “Homes for Wildlife:
A Planning Guide for Habitat Enhance-
ment on School Grounds,” grant infor-
mation, landscaping information and ideas
for curriculum integration for grades K-
12.

Pre-registration is required. Light morn-
ing refreshments will be provided, but
attendees should bring a lunch. The fee is
$20 per person. Those attending should
dress appropriately for outdoor weather.
For more information, call (908) 789-
3670 or see ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside
Nature and Science Center is located at
452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside.

Model RR Club Tells
Fall Show Details

UNION – The Model Railroad Club’s
2008 Annual Light and Sound Show will
run November 28, 29 and 30 and Decem-
ber 5, 6, 7, 12, 13 and 14 at the club
building, located on Jefferson Avenue,
off Route 22, East, in Union, behind The
Home Depot.  Tickets can be purchased
online at tmrci.org.

Show times will be noon to 10 p.m. on
November 28; 7 to 10 p.m. December 5
and 12; 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Saturdays and
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sundays.

The club also announced that the New
Jersey Live Steamers would display two
pieces of large-scale model train equip-
ment during the club’s annual show. The
Steamers is a private club in Liberty Cor-
ner. Most of their trains are so large that
they need to be run outdoors. The opera-
tors actually ride on the locomotives or in
the cars. One of the pieces on display will
be a real miniature steam locomotive that
burns coal when it is running.

For more information, call the club at
(908) 964-9724 on Saturdays between 1
and 5 p.m. or (908) 964-8808 for a re-
corded message, or visit the club’s website
at tmrci.org.

 Yes, he needs assistance.
But he needs his daughter even more.
 Join families like yours at a Sunrise holiday open house: Sunday, December 7, 2008 • 11:30am – 3:30pm

 Sunrise of Westfi eld understands what you need most — time to focus on each other. Since 
1981, we’ve been helping families care for families. Warm, compassionate senior care 
is personalized around your loved one’s needs and provided in communities with all the 
comforts of home. Pick up or download a free copy of our Caregiver Toolkit — fi lled with 
useful information and inspirational stories — for a limited time. Stop by, call a community 
near you or visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com/caregivertoolkit today to learn how we can 
help your family.

Sunrise of Westfield                908-317-3030                    240 Springfield Ave., Westfield, NJ 07090

Assisted Living • Memory Care

Need Business Direction?
see goleader.com/presskit

On the ‘Net


