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Corzine Proposes Deferring
Local Pension Payments

Merkt: Bryant’s Conviction
Points to Bigger Fish to Fry

ATLANTIC CITY – Governor Jon
Corzine last Thursday at the annual
New Jersey League of Municipalities
conference in Atlantic City announced
a proposal to defer 50 percent of
county and municipal employee pen-
sion payments next April. “By taking
this unusual, but necessary step, my
intent is to help our municipalities get
through this recessionary period and,
at the same time, dramatically reduce
the pressure on property taxes,” Gov-
ernor Corzine said. The proposal re-
quires approval by the Legislature
and would require 100 percent fund-
ing by 2012. The governor said there
must be across-the-board budget cuts
across all levels of government, com-
mon-sense fiscal management and
relief to taxpayers.

“As much as I prefer another course,
I proposed this deferral simply as a
practical bridge over today’s eco-
nomic circumstances while reflect-
ing the state’s reduced fiscal capacity
for direct aid,” Governor Corzine said.
“Given the unprecedented nature of
the deferral, this action must translate
into property tax relief, not business-
as-usual tax increases.”

Governor Corzine said the state
budget situation may require an addi-
tional $1.2 billion in cuts and that an
additional $1.7 billion in cuts may be
required in the upcoming budget year,
pushing total state spending down
near the $30 billion mark. He said,
New Jersey has trimmed the state
workforce by 4,000 employees, elimi-
nated departments and required cost
sharing for employee benefits. But he
said more is needed.

The governor said a package of
bills connected to his economic stimu-
lus and recovery program are quickly
moving through the legislature and
remains committed to providing re-
lief to Garden State residents and
promoting business and job growth.
Portions of the stimulus program in-
clude food, housing and heating re-
lief, a job creation incentive program
for businesses, corporate tax reforms
and the acceleration of $4 billion in
public works projects to create new
jobs.

“In these unprecedented times,
there is much we can work on to-
gether – some addressed, others still
to be considered,” Governor Corzine

said. “There is no excuse for us not to
explore every idea, pursue every op-
portunity and work every day to help
New Jerseyans get through these pain-
ful times.”

AREA — On the heels of former State
Senator Wayne Bryant’s conviction last
week for corruption and fraud, Assem-
blyman Richard Merkt (LD-25,
Mendham) expressed regret for U.S. At-
torney Chris Christie’s resignation. Asm.
Merkt said further investigations are war-
ranted regarding Senate President Rich-
ard Codey’s involvement in a $180 mil-
lion political pork slush fund scandal in
which Bryant was also implicated.

During testimony at Bryant’s trial, Mr.
Merkt said it was revealed that Bryant, a
Camden County Democrat, plotted with
then acting Governor Codey (LD-27, West
Orange), and former Senate Majority Leader
Bernard Kenny, a Democrat from Hudson
County, on how to disperse more than tens
of millions of dollars in state grants.

“I would like to congratulate U.S. Attor-
ney Chris Christie on yet another success-
ful conviction of corrupt public officials,”
stated Mr. Merkt. “However, his resigna-
tion is a huge loss for New Jersey and its
taxpayers. With 132 consecutive convic-
tions, Mr. Christie has done an outstanding
job of rooting out corruption in govern-
ment, but much more house cleaning re-
mains. There are much bigger fish in Tren-
ton just waiting to be reeled in.”

Mr. Merkt said that based on both
testimony at Bryant’s trial and documents
recently released by the Treasury, Senate
President Codey “ran his own private
state budget,” funded by nearly $200
million in taxpayer dollars. “Dick Codey
has made himself the poster child for the
evils of secrecy in state government and
backroom deals, and, unbelievably, he
remains arrogantly indignant when called
to account for his actions,”  Mr. Merkt
said. “It’s apparent that he does not get it:

the money he spent – all by himself and
without anyone’s review or approval –
was not his own. Meanwhile, unsuspect-
ing local officials submitted thousands of
grant applications to the state, not know-
ing that their efforts were totally wasted,
because the state grant system was se-
cretly rigged by Codey and a few of his
pals.”

At Bryant’s trial, Mr. Merkt said state
Treasurer David Rousseau testified that
Mr. Codey, Bryant and Mr. Kenny di-
rectly controlled more than $20 million
from the $128 million Property Tax As-
sistance and Community Development
grant program. The Asbury Park Press
later reported that Mr. Codey and other
Democrat lawmakers controlled an addi-
tional $50 million worth of grants linking
Property Tax Assistance and the Com-
munity Grants (known as MAC accounts)
with others in the departments of Trea-
sury, Community Affairs, Human Ser-
vices, Environmental Protection and Law
and Public Safety.

Since 2006, Mr. Merkt said he and
other Assembly Republicans have repeat-
edly requested documents showing how
the grants were spent in Fiscal Years 2005
and 2006. “Wayne Bryant was really a
piker, when one considers all the tax-
payer dollars that were secretly steered by
Codey and other political insiders in Tren-
ton,” Mr. Merkt said. “The state capital
still remains a ‘target-rich environment’
for any prosecutor interested in busting
corrupt public officials.”

Mr. Merkt also said during Mr. Codey’s
final six weeks as acting governor, he
doled out 54 grants worth more than $3
million, nearly wiping out the Governor’s
Contingency Fund created “to meet any
condition of emergency or necessity.” At
the time, the state was facing a nearly $6
billion budget deficit. Mr. Merkt said
recipients of the grants included Codey’s
alma mater, Fairleigh Dickinson Univer-
sity, $250,000,  Seton Hall University’s
athletic department, $200,000; the Men-
tal Health Association of Essex County
where Mr. Codey’s wife served on the
board of directors, $145,000, and three
public parks foundations in Mr. Codey’s
senate district, $150,000. Mr. Merkt said
Mr. Codey is a fan of the Seton Hall
basketball team.

State GOP Moderates Face
Opposition from the Right

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield), As-
sembly Minority Whip, is promoting
a moderate political agenda in efforts
to expand the appeal of the Republi-
can Party in New Jersey. Mr. Bramnick
has formed the moderate Republican
Policy Committee and has supported
Leonard Lance, Congressman-elect
of the Seventh District in New Jersey.
Mr. Bramnick also cast his support
for U.S. Attorney Chris Christie. Mr.
Christie will step down on December
1, and is expected to seek the Gover-
norship in New Jersey next year.

Asm. Bramnick sees Mr. Lance’s
victory in the November General elec-
tion as evidence that the public is
willing to support moderate GOP
candidates for office in spite of the
nationwide sweep for the Democrats
this fall.

Mr. Bramnick told The Westfield
Leader and The Times that Republi-
cans need to be open-minded and
inclusive to bring more people into
the party. He said they need to be
tolerant of all kinds of views and that
politicians should not preach moral-
ity.

In an article by Max Pizarro of
politickernj.com, Mr. Bramnick is
quoted as saying, “When we try to
preach moral values or social values,
we’re going to be perceived as intol-
erant. People want solutions to prob-
lems that face average people. They
do not want to be dictated to about
their values by government leaders.
There are no perfect families, and
many, many families are dysfunc-
tional. Therefore, we should not as

leaders be perceived as dictating val-
ues. Rather, we should be perceived
as open-minded.”

The statements written about Mr.
Bramnick in the article on
politickernj.com came under attack
last week from the conservative or-
ganization, GOPUSA-NJ Conser-
vatives with Attitude!. In a press
release by the organization, Co-Ex-
ecutive Director Michael Illions
said, “Three leading New Jersey
conservative organizations united
Monday [November 17] to condemn
the statements made by Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick regarding the
social conservative movement and
the pro-life platform of the Repub-
lican Party.”

In response to the conservatives’
assertions, Mr. Bramnick told The
Leader and The Times that he never
mentioned pro-life and that articles at
times have a way of incorporating
things not said. He affirmed his posi-
tion that the Republican Party must
be a party of tolerance and inclusive-
ness.
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Elizabeth Students
Clean Up Wilson Park
ELIZABETH — On November 11,

while Americans were paying respects
to veterans who have sacrificed so
much for this great nation, the Ground-
work Elizabeth Green Team, with
support from the Department of Pub-
lic Works of Elizabeth, dedicated sev-
eral hours to landscape and clean
Wilson Memorial Park.

The group removed trash, cleaned
and mulched two planters. One
planter, which had its walls destroyed
by a recent accident, was repaired.
Students from a physics class loos-
ened bricks, restored the wall and
mulched the area. While they were
beautifying the park, drivers honked
their horns in gratitude.

In the past three years, the group
has pursued nature guides, park and
river cleanups. Lilia Chaika and
Jonathan Phillips are advisors to the
group.

For more information on Ground-
work Elizabeth’s Green Team, or the
SkillsUSA program, please contact
Jonathan Phillips at groundwork-
elizabeth@groundworkusa.net, or
call (908) 289-0262.

Students Help Fill
Empty Food Shelves

ELIZABETH – A new way to help
local food pantries has come to schools
throughout Union County, with the ex-
pansion of the Adopt-A-Food Pantry pro-
gram.

Last spring, students in 18 schools held
coordinated Adopt-A-Food Pantry drives.
Union County provided trucks and driv-
ers to deliver the food to local pantries
named by each school. The event was a
resounding success.

So far this fall, 22 schools are conduct-
ing Adopt-A-Food Pantry drives. New
schools are invited to join.

To participate, schools should desig-
nate a coordinator and email their name,
title, email address and phone number to
Bonnie Herrmann, Union County De-
partment of Human Services, at
bherrmann@ucnj.org. Schools can also
contact the Union County Department of
Human Services by phone at (908) 527-
4808.

JOB WELL DONE...Students in Elizabeth relax with pride upon restoring the wall
at Wilson Park on November 11. The group is Groundwork Elizabeth’s Green Team.

MILITARY BUSINESS…Seventh
graders from Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison traveled to Colonial
Williamsburg for lessons in history.
Above, Eric Bessette of Scotch Plains
meets with a “lieutenant.”

Merkt: GOP Chair
Wilson Should Resign
AREA — Assemblyman Richard

Merkt (LD-25, Mendham) last week
called upon New Jersey Republican State
Committee Chairman Tom Wilson to re-
sign his post immediately. “After years of
failure, it is time for the New Jersey State
G.O.P. to change horses and look to new
leadership if it wants to succeed in 2009,”
said Mr. Merkt. “Wilson has overseen a
series of dismal state campaigns, reduc-
ing the Republican Party to essential ir-
relevance in New Jersey state politics.”

Mr. Merkt joined state Senator Joseph
Pennacchio, who recently urged that Wil-
son quit as party chairman. “The sad part
is that, under Tom Wilson’s manage-
ment, the New Jersey State Republican
Party has continued to make the same
mistakes over and over again, all the
while hoping for a different outcome,”
said Mr. Merkt.

Asm. Merkt called for a new and more
open approach to leadership in the New
Jersey State Republican Party. “There is
great opportunity for our party statewide
in 2009, provided the leadership is will-
ing to listen to the people, instead of
stubbornly clinging to its failed strategies
of the past,” noted Mr. Merkt. “Tom
Wilson may be a nice guy personally,
however, as state party chairman, he has
failed in every respect that matters. If he
has any loyalty to the Republican Party or
interest in its future, he will step aside
now and turn over the reins to new and
more effective state leadership.”
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