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POLICE BLOTTER

LINCOLN AS LINCOLN…Lincoln
School in Westfield paid tribute to the
school’s namesake by donning top hats
and “beards” on Halloween. Pictured,
leading the costume parade is princi-
pal Audrey Zavetz with a tie-dyed Lin-
coln School T-shirt.

Westfield Community Rallies
To Help Sick 5-Year-old Boy

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — It may seem hard
not to feel disheartened in a world
where the economy is at an all-time low
and unemployment is high.

Yet in the very same town, a cancer-
stricken little boy seems to be bringing
out the best in the countless lives his
story has touched.

Some don’t even know Wil Kehler, a
5-year-old diagnosed with Osteosar-
coma, a rare bone cancer in his left
femur. All they know is they want to
help in any way they can.

“Within hours of his diagnosis that
very first day, people have just been
bending over backwards,” said Lane
Kehler, Wil’s mother. “It pretty much
leaves us speechless...It’s almost like
there’s nothing we could probably ever
do to thank people enough.”

Wil is a triplet, so Mrs. Kehler and
her husband, Doug, a special-educa-
tion teacher at Westfield High School,
have been dividing their time between
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Cen-
ter in New York City and caring for
Wil’s siblings, Laurajane and Jackson,
at home.

Wil recently underwent an eight-
hour Rotationplasty, a combination of
limb-salvage surgery and amputation.
He will endure 12 more weeks of che-
motherapy and will need extensive
physical therapy. His new prosthetic

will also require future changes to al-
low for growth.

The family is hopeful he will one day
play sports again, but the road ahead is
long and expensive. The community
seems determined to help the family
traverse it as the Kehlers received nu-
merous offers of assistance with
babysitting, pet care and leaf-raking.

So many people volunteered to send
meals that Mrs. Kehler’s sister, Vicki
Spurr, and friend, Joan Fox, needed to
organize a schedule online.

 “We’re already booked for dinners
through January,” Mrs. Spurr said.

A Wil Kehler Fund,
wilkehlerfund.com, was established and
is managed by a neighbor, Jeffrey
Christakos, at Westfield Wealth Man-
agement.

Mr. Christakos said he receives
checks accompanied by touching notes

on a daily basis. He spoke of one anony-
mous donor who agreed to match every
donation up to $10,000.

Mrs. Kehler said a friend ran the New
York Marathon on Wil’s behalf, raised
$16,000 and sent him her medal.

Even local children are doing their
part by setting up lemonade stands,
participating in walkathons or donat-
ing their allowance money.

Mary Boland and the Westfield Jun-
ior Woman’s Club sponsored a “Chores
for Charity” fundraiser. It encouraged
children from local public and private
schools and organizations like the
Westfield “Y” to do a few extra chores
and donate their earnings to Wil.

“Some kids gave their bags of change,
and then their parents wrote out a check
for more,” Mrs. Boland said.

The venture raised $9,000, and Mrs.
Boland said her phone has been “ring-
ing off the hook” with people looking
for ways to help.

The JWC additionally hosted a bowl-
ing benefit last Saturday, November 22
at Garwood Lanes.

So far, the biggest fundraiser is the
benefit dinner sponsored by the
Westfield Jaycees on Saturday, No-
vember 29, at Temple Emanu-El at 7
p.m. It will feature the Mark Pender
Band, whose members are from the
Max Weinberg 7 on “Late Night with
Conan O’Brien,” the Asbury Jukes and
Bruce Springsteen’s Seeger Sessions

band.
The fundraiser was conceived by

Craig Stock, Paul Harbaugh and
Michael Kenny, the temple’s building
supervisor. Mr. Stock reported tickets
sold out within two weeks through
word of mouth that “spread like wild-
fire” and raised more than $20,000.

“I’ve been in town my whole life, and
what makes Westfield so strong is the
people,” Mr. Stock said. “Yes, maybe
they have a little bit more income…but
it’s not that so much as the caring and
coming forward to help.”

“We actually have two fundraisers
that weekend — Wil’s and one for
Tourette Syndrome 12 hours later,” said
Mr. Kenny. “So many people are com-
ing, it’s mind boggling… Words can’t
express.”

Doug’s brother, Glen Kehler, a long-
time resident also involved with the
event, said, “This just proves it, one
more time again, what a tremendous
community this is.”

Mr. Harbaugh said the families on
Wil’s rugby team have chipped in to
hire a nurse so Mr. and Mrs. Kehler can
attend the dinner.

He discussed the silent and live auc-
tions, featuring state Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, a Westfield resident, as auc-
tioneer.

Auctioned items include trips to
Hawaii and England, fashion show tick-
ets, an overnight stay at the Ritz-Carlton
and sports outings, including tickets for
the Giants, Jets and a luxury box for the
Rangers.

 Mrs. Spurr said the auctions will
also include local components such as
dinners at restaurants and a “shopping
day” downtown.

Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins
spoke about the benefit at a recent town
meeting and distributed “Wilpower”
fundraising bracelets (available through
Mrs. Spurr at sspurr@comcast.net).

 “The local merchants have been re-
ally good, bless them, with this
economy,” Ms. Kimmins said. “It’s hard
to ask anyone to give at this time when
everyone is hurting, but the businesses,
the residents…it’s been amazing.”

Future fundraisers include a wine
tasting and golf outing.

Mrs. Kehler reported that Wil
struggles with some pain as well as
mouth sores from the chemo, which
they manage with medication.

“We talk in ‘holidays’ to explain
time,” she said. “He knows he’ll be able
to walk again after Christmas and feel
a lot better by Easter.”

And while the Kehlers hope Wil’s
young age may help him forget some of
the suffering, one thing they always
want him to remember is this outpour-
ing of caring.

HELPING HAND...Tony Valles, president of Westfield UNICO, hands a check
to Jeff Christakos, right, president of Westfield Wealth Management, as a
donation to the Will Kehler Fund. Over the years, Westfield UNICO has donated
over $250,000 to worthy local associations and students.

CHOPPER 5…Students pictured here patiently waited to get a peek inside the
National Guard helicopter that landed at Washington School as part of Red
Ribbon Week.

Also, photos with Santa and Mrs.
Claus are being offered free with a
donation of two cans of food at Lord
& Taylor from 1 to 7 p.m. on Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday of Thanksgiv-
ing weekend. Carolers, Alphorns, and
Bagpipers will be playing in down-
town, usually on Saturdays during
December.
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Westfield
Saturday, November 15, Michael

Defazio, 23, of Westfield was arrested
on drunken driving and other charges
near the 1600 block of Central Avenue,
after allegedly striking two parked ve-
hicles and failing to stop.

Police stopped Defazio after receiv-
ing a report of an accident and a descrip-
tion of the vehicle involved. Defazio’s
vehicle showed heavy damage to its
front and rear, authorities said.

According to police, Defazio was
charged with reckless driving and leav-
ing the scene of an accident, in addition
to drunken driving. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters and
later released pending a court date.

Friday, November 21, police arrested
Luciano Matailo-Chimbo, 47, of Eliza-
beth while conducting a traffic stop in
the area of South Avenue, East, and
Livingston Place, after a further investi-
gation revealed an active traffic warrant
from Elizabeth. He was transported to
the Westfield Police Department, pro-
cessed and released after posting the
$150 bail.

Mountainside
Wednesday, November 19, an em-

ployee of a Globe Avenue business re-
ported that someone had urinated on the
driver’s side door handle of his vehicle.
According to police, after a brief inves-
tigation another employee admitted to
urinating in a cup and then pouring it on
the door handle stating that he did not
get along with the victim. The suspect
was asked to leave the premises by
management and officers stayed on the
scene until he did so, authorities said.

Friday, November 21, Romaine X.
Taylor, 42, of Iselin was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 East. He was transported to
headquarters where he was processed
and released.

Saturday, November 22, Bryan H.
Jacob, 21, of Scotch Plains was arrested
and charged with driving with a sus-
pended license, possession of drug para-
phernalia and possession of suspected
heroin after a motor vehicle stop on
New Providence Road. According to
police, he was transported to headquar-
ters where he was processed and re-
leased.

Saturday, November 22, Ludney J.
Jean-Baptiste, 25, of Irvington was ar-
rested and charged for driving with a
suspended license after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22 West. Accord-
ing to police, she was processed and
released.

Sunday, November 23, Joanne E.
Perez, 24, of Jersey City was arrested
and charged with driving with a sus-
pended license after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22 West. She was trans-
ported to headquarters where she was

processed and released.
Fanwood

Tuesday, November 18, a 17-year old
juvenile from Perth Amboy was arrested
for outstanding warrants out of
Woodbridge and Carteret. He was pro-
cessed and turned over to a responsible
family member after posting bail.

Thursday, November 20, Amos E.
Enaeosi, 42, of Piscataway was arrested
on an outstanding Plainfield warrant
after a field investigation. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Thursday, November 20, Jose J.
Alvenan-Perez, 26, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged for providing po-
lice with false information after being
charged with numerous motor vehicle
violations. He was transported to head-
quarters where a family member was
able to provide police with positive
identification at which time he was
released, authorities said.

Friday, November 21, a resident of
Westfield Road reported that his motor-
ized Razor scooter valued at $40 was
stolen from the front of a residence on
Oakwood Court while he was inside the
house.

Saturday, November 22, James E.
Graham, 43, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding South Plainfield war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue. He posted bail and was re-
leased.

Scotch Plains
Friday, November 21, Tashuan Boyd,

23, of East Orange was arrested for
contempt of court for multiple outstand-
ing warrants and obstruction of justice
after a motor vehicle stop.

Friday, November 21, Paige Horn,
41, of South Plainfield was arrested for
contempt of court after a motor vehicle
stop.

Friday, November 21, Sammie Doss,
64, of Rahway was arrested for con-
tempt of court after a motor vehicle
stop.

Friday, November 21, Jigar Patel, 26,
of Edison was arrested for contempt of
court after a motor vehicle stop.

Friday, November 21, Jasmeen Bul-
lock, 20, of Newark was arrested for
contempt of court after a criminal inves-
tigation.

Saturday, November 22, Hector
Freire, 31, of Jersey City was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after a motor vehicle stop.

Saturday, November 22, Mark
Riccardi, 20, of Piscataway was arrested
and charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance after a mo-
tor vehicle stop.

Sunday, November 23, the fire de-
partment responded to a fire on North
Avenue caused by electrical problems.

Sunday, November 23, police re-
sponded to a fight on Park Avenue. No
injuries were reported.

Scotch Plains TV Honored
With Programming Awards

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Alliance
for Community Media (ACM), a national
nonprofit organization representing more
than 3,000 community access television
channels, recently awarded Scotch Plains
Television its 2008 Hometown Video
Award for Excellence in Public, Educa-
tional and Government Access Program-
ming.

“We’re fortunate to have the support of
the community,” station manager William
McMeekan told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this week. He paid tribute
to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
student volunteers, who “worked really
hard” and “are really vested in the channel,”
which is available on channel 34 for Comcast
customers and channel 22 for Verizon Fios
users. The students, he said, “are involved
in every aspect” of the channel’s opera-
tions, which, he said, “is unusual for any
channel and also kind of neat.”

At the township council’s meeting ear-
lier this month, when ACM’s plaque of
recognition was presented to the council
for display in the municipal building,
several residents — including some of
those high school students — thanked
Mr. McMeekan for the opportunity to be
involved with the station’s operations,
which include televising council meet-
ings, high school sporting events and
youth baseball games, the monthly
“Raider News” program originating from
the high school, community events such
as the Memorial Day Parade and a variety
of feature programming.

Mike Dempsey, president of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball Asso-

ciation, thanked Mr. McMeekan for tele-
vising some of the league’s games this
past summer. Station volunteer George
Gowen, a few decades removed from
high school, called Mr. McMeekan “the
pied piper” of Scotch Plains Television.

Mr. McMeekan said the station did
“great, solid production work” in the past
few years on such events as the Union
County MusicFest in Nomahegan Park,
the early morning fire that destroyed the
Charlie Brown’s in early 2007 and the
recording of a new album by Scotch Plains
native Pat DiNizio, the leader of the
Smithereens rock group.

In addition to the award for overall
excellence, Scotch Plains Television was
given 2008 Hometown Video Awards for
“Best Local Performance Coverage” and
“Best Government Activities Production”
for its 2007 MusicFest coverage, which
was done with a crew of 30 over a 10-hour
period. Two years ago, the station re-
ceived Hometown Video Awards for its
documentary, which is still replayed on
the station, on the Union County Fire
Academy and for its coverage of Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s 2005 visit to
Westfield.

Mr. McMeekan, who teaches English
at the high school, told The Times that he
feels the station is “finally settling in”
after the past few years when formal
control of the station’s operations switched
back and forth between the municipal
government and the high school. The
local government is now responsible for
the station’s operations, and Mr.
McMeekan’s position, which he assumed
last April, is a part-time post funded by
the municipal government.

BANDING TOGETHER...Mark Pender, Richie “LaBamba” Rosenberg and
Glenn Alexander of the Mark Pender Band, who will perform at the Wil Kehler
benefit dinner, stand alongside Craig Stock, right, who helped organize the event
to be held at Temple Emanu-El on November 29.

coverage.
Mr. Schmidt then called four resi-

dents to testify on behalf on their own
call test, of which they made a hand-
ful of calls from various places in the
area in question to research the reli-
ability of the cell phone service. Mr.
Meese objected to each person’s tes-
timony saying it is not relevant and
does not stand up in court.

All but one phone call was noted as
going through and not being dropped.

Later, Glenn Pierson, a radio fre-
quency expert for the applicant, was
called to redirect comments on this
data. He said of 16 of the calls he
looked at, all but three were in the
existing coverage area on the Verizon
map that showed good coverage.

Norman Albert, an attorney repre-
senting the County of Union, called
Victor Vinagra of Harbor Consult-
ants as a planning expert to testify on
the effect the tower has on the county
parkland at Lenape Park. Mr. Vinagra
presented a PowerPoint display of
photographs he took of the park and
the views from the tower site into the
yards of the neighboring homes, and
a trail system map. He said the view
from the homes would see the base of
the tower and 10 feet above it.

The trail connects Echo Lake Park
with Nomahegan Park and extends
behind the swim club. It is part of the
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Cranford Cell Tower
Union County Greenway, which is
part of the New Jersey Greenway. Mr.
Vinagra said the county is commis-
sioning to expand the greenway. The
tower affects the long range planning
the county has for its park system, he
said. The visual effects the tower
would have from the greenway would
have a “negative impact on the county
park system,” he said. This sentiment
was shared by the Rahway River Park-
way Historic District in a letter, he
said. He said the tree buffer was not
good year-round and the height of the
tower extends above the tree line,
which he said is about 70 to 80 feet.

He said the applicant has failed to
make a case to approve the tower
placement and it does no meet the
zone plan. “Not being able to negoti-
ate a deal with other property owners
is not a reason to grant the applica-
tion,” Mr. Vinagra told the board.

He said just because Lenape Park
cannot be developed for residential
use does not mean it cannot be devel-
oped for park activities. He said the
fact that the tower’s proposed site
abuts 270 acres of open space “pushes
the impact” a monopole would have
on the area and “does not negate the
impact.”

The next board meeting on the cell
tower will be held Monday, Decem-
ber 8, at 8:15 p.m.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OFF TO UNTERMANN FIELD…Dozens of Raider football parents board two
school buses in front of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School to make the trip to
Newark for a make-up game with Shabazz. SP-F returned with a 43-21 victory.
The date of the game was changed as a result of shootings in Newark. The athletes
and fans from both sides were happy to see each other and to compete in the game.

cited” by their purchases. “We have a
very loyal clientele.”

Mr. Christoffers, whose wife Fiona
also works in the business, said the
store, established in 1976, by his
mother, Ruth Christoffers, is open
everyday except Sunday.

At the farmhouse store, located at
221 North Avenue, East, in Westfield,
owner Ed Menapace is offering a spe-
cial line of gifts that are $10 and under.

 “We will still offer our high-end
merchandise,” he said, “but we will
also have some more reasonably
priced items for our customers who
have to purchase for a lot of people.”

 As for décor, Mr. Menapace has
dressed his store in a winter theme, as
opposed to emphasizing one particu-
lar holiday, like Christmas.  Adorning
his front window is a 10 foot by 14
foot “Works Progress Administra-
tion” (WPA) painting of a lone ice
skater. “I believe it is a fitting tribute
to display a WPA painting during this
horrible recession,” Mr. Menapace
explained.

 At The Bath Connection, located at
44 South Martine Avenue in Fanwood,
customers are appreciated all year long,
not just during the holiday season,
noted proprietor Ralph Yeager. “We
cater to our customers’ needs by offer-
ing a range of prices,” said Mr. Yeager,
of his mainstay tubs, sinks, toilets and
faucets. “We are a neighborhood store.
That’s what we do.”

  And while a bath store may not be
the first place that comes to mind
when one thinks of shopping for the
holidays, Bath Connection offers
many functional as well as decorative
items that can be given as holiday
gifts. Some of the items on display in
its showroom include lotion dispens-
ers, candles, tissue box holders and
plates.

 At Peterson’s Wines Unlimited,
1120 South Avenue in Westfield, its
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Holiday Shopping
goal is to help customers maximize
their holiday experience by choosing
the best wines. Wine manager Glenn
Allen explained that Peterson’s would
be offering holiday wine tastings
throughout the month of December.
“The wines will be diverse,” he said.

 Noting the differences in food
served between Christmas and Ha-
nukkah, Mr. Allen mentioned that
different wines are needed for differ-
ent holidays. “We will feature wines
that go well with turkey, with roast
beef and with ham,” he said.

Peterson’s will also be marketing
wine suggestions to its customers by
e-mail this holiday season.

Sherry Cronin, executive director
of the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC), said “All of us are work-
ing hard to ensure that Westfield is a
preferred shopping destination espe-
cially during this holiday season.”

Specifically, the DWC is sponsor-
ing Dickens carolers, bagpipers,
alphorns, women’s barbershop quar-
tet and a Photos with Santa event, as
well as developing a new “Miracle on
Elm Street” shopping spree contest
this year to attract shoppers and din-
ers to downtown Westfield.

“Many of our campaigns have been
emphasizing the importance of sup-
porting local businesses, especially
in this tough economy,” Ms. Cronin
said. “The DWC also has published
the annual ‘Welcome Home to
Westfield brochure,’ listing over 90
holiday events throughout town.”

She said many retailers have pro-
motional campaigns with coupon of-
ferings and discounts.

“We have definitely seen an increase
this season in the number of promo-
tions submitted by our retailers to the
DWC website, WestfieldToday.com,
and for inclusion in our monthly e-
newsletters as well.”

Paul Peyton contributed to this story.

ONE SWAT…Vinny Turturiello made a hole-in-one at the 11th hole at
Shackamaxon Country Club on October 27 during the 23rd Annual Scotch Plains
PBA Golf Classic. He is presented a set of Taylor Made irons provided by Ellen
Ramer of Martin Jeweler’s in Cranford. Pictured, from left to right, are: Sgt. Jeff
Briel, Sgt. Ted Conley, Ellen Ramer, Mr. Turturiello and Chief Brian Mahoney.

“The Tough
Get Going”

Advertise
Here

goleader.com

Chertoff to Speak
At Kean, December 4
UNION – United States Secretary of

Homeland Security Michael Chertoff
will address the state of the nation’s
homeland security and preparedness,
as well as the challenges that lie ahead
for President-elect Barack Obama’s new
administration, on Thursday, Decem-
ber 4, at 9 a.m. in Kean University’s
Wilkins Theatre, located at 1000 Mor-
ris Avenue in Union.

Secretary Chertoff, an Elizabeth na-
tive, has served as the nation’s chief
security officer since 2005 and has over-
seen a massive reorganization of the
department, which employs more than
90,000 people with responsibilities
ranging from national security to bor-
der patrol to disaster response. He will
leave office when the new Obama ad-
ministration takes over in January 2009.

The address is free and open to the
public. Advanced registration is re-
quired. Please call (908) 737-7001 or
e-mail iklein@kean.edu.


