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the farmhouse store
welcomes

Broadway Star & Hat Designer

Michele Ragusa

Michele’s extraordinary felted wool hats are handmade, backstage at 
the Hilton Theater where she is currently starring in 

The New Mel Brooks Musical: 

Young Frankenstein.
Each amazing hat is signed and numbered by the artist.

Meet Michele on her “night off” and join us for wine & cheese 

Monday 12/8 from 6:00-8:00
221 North Ave East, Westfield NJ  908-654-0444

WF Photographer’s Photos
Make the Public ‘Smile’

Local Residents Sing in St. Peter’s
Basilica, Rome’s Vatican City

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — From the parking
lot of the Central Presbyterian Church
in Summit, sounds of a choir pierced
a ray of warmth through the grey, wet
day on the Saturday afternoon of No-
vember 8.

This heady music came from the
mouths of a choral group rehearsing for
their grand performance inside the

gilded walls of the Basilica di
Sant’Ignazio di Loyola in Rome’s
Vatican City on November 22, at 9 p.m.

The afternoon prior, they will per-
form a Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica,
where it is believed its namesake’s
tomb is buried below its altar.

Conductor Candace Wicke was at
the helm, leading the some 50-person
choir to push on after almost five hours
of rehearing this weekend morning.

“Come on, I don’t care if you’re tired,”
she exclaimed, her baton punctuating
her sentiment to pick up their voices.

Ms. Wicke, a conductor-in-resi-
dence at Carnegie Hall, was asked to
conduct at the International Music
Festival happening in Rome now
through November 30.

So the Westfield resident put to-
gether a group of about 200 singers
from across the country, some 50 of
which are from Westfield, Summit,
New Providence and Berkeley
Heights, for her Continuo Arts Sym-
phonic Chorus and Orchestra. In-
cluded in the chorus are a children’s
treble chorus, with Ms. Wicke’s sons,
Dallas and Dylan.

Retired Westfield schoolteacher
Drude Roessler, her daughter Kirsten
McCumber and granddaughter Carlie
McCumber, a Kent Place student, will
sing.

“Carlie is the reason we are all in
this,” said her grandmother, Ms.
Roessler. Originally only Carlie’s
mom, who has a trained voice and
was a member of the Westfield High
School Choral Leaders, was going to
go as a chaperone.

“When I heard about it…I said,
‘Do you need some more singers?’”,
Ms. Roessler, a fifth-generation
Westfielder, explained to The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Another family is also represented
by three generations. Janet Whitman of
Summit, the city’s former mayor, to-
gether with her two daughters-in-laws
and two 13-year-old granddaughters,
one set from Chatham and one set from
Summit, will sing in the performance.

“It’s going to be such a hoot. We are
very lucky. It’s a great, great thing,”
said Ms. Whitman.

Dorothy Burger, a member of the
Presbyterian church’s motet choir
since 1987, and one of the select
singers to perform, said, “This is very
inspirational and touching.”

Ms. Wicke chose for the choral mem-
bers to sing a new piece “Requiem For
My Mother” by Stephen James
Edwards. When she presented the idea
to the clergyman of the Vatican, she
explained, “There was a great deal of
talking and discussion to get approval
of this repertoire. They asked, ‘why
not a Mozart or a Brahms requiem?’”

She responded, “Getting new mu-
sic out to the public is so
important…You need to capture that
vision again.”

“Finally. they said ‘OK, you can do
it,’” she said. “Now they are taking
great pride.”

The City of Prague Philharmonic
Orchestra will perform the music for
the American choir. Once they are in
Italy, they will record the Requiem
for a CD, to be sold on Ms. Wicke’s
website, continuoarts.com.

She will also post photos daily, and
stream the concert after it happens.

She recently began a foundation
called Continuo Arts to expose artists to
otherwise seemingly unattainable op-

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The down-home,
comfy feel of Simply, a gallery and
shop in Cranford, is the perfect venue
for Westfield photographer, Joanie
Schwarz’s solo show, “Pictures to
Make You Smile.”

The exhibit also includes land-
scapes and photographs of puppies,
but the main subject of Ms. Schwarz’s
work is the newborn baby. She sur-
rounds the portraits of newborns with
painted images of paths that repre-
sent the promise each young life holds.

She calls this mix of photography
and painting “digital painting.”

“[At age 12], I was printing in the
darkroom for my mom (photogra-
pher and writer, Adele Greensun).

“When I got to Syracuse…I stud-
ied both illustration and photogra-
phy. My senior year, I combined the
two and was painting on my photos,”
she explained.

The photographs in the “Pictures
to Make You Smile” exhibit are part
of a larger project that Ms. Schwarz
has embraced: a book that includes
not only portraits of babies, but also
the words of the babies’ mothers.

To set the tone of the book, Ms.
Schwarz asks the mothers to respond
to the statement, “With motherhood
comes faith.”

“Basically, I [very casually] inter-
view the mothers about their feelings
on what ‘faith’ means,” Ms. Schwarz
said.

“Sometimes it means their faith in
God, whatever they conceive that to be,
or it can mean faith in themselves,” she
added. “For some, it means faith that
the world will go on in this difficult
time, that our country has been at war.”

“Our conversations really have been
wonderful so far; I am just loving
every session,” she added.

One of Ms. Schwarz’s inspirations

for her newborn project has been por-
trait photographer Joyce Tenneson.

“After studying with Joyce for a week
this summer [at the Maine Media Work-
shop], she suggested that I explore more
of my newborn ‘digitally painted’ im-
agery,” Ms. Schwarz said.

“Joyce is the most generous teacher
I have ever worked with,” she added.
“She is encouraging me to work on
the painted newborn images to create
a fine artbook project. The puppy
imagery will eventualy be a separate
project as well.”

“Working with newborn pups gives
me a similar feeling of awe as work-
ing with babies, but obviously, the
conversations between myself and the
mother are onesided,” she continued.
“For these images, I have chosen to

Westfield Resident Stars in North
American Tour of Cats at NJPAC

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD –Actress/singer/
dancer Erica Cenci, a 2002 Westfield
High School (WHS) graduate, will
visit her home state this week while
performing at New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center (NJPAC) in Newark.

Ms. Cenci is cast in the role of the
playful Rumpleteazer in a North
American touring company produc-
tion of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s ac-
claimed 1981 musical Cats.

The Westfield resident spoke with

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times while she was
on tour in Thunder Bay, Ontario,
Canada, last week.

Ms. Cenci says she’s having great
fun with the role of one of the mis-
chievous Jellicle Cats in the show,
which features the cast in costume
and full makeup as felines.

“I’m Rumpleteazer, one of the kit-
tens,” she explained, “and have a fun
song with Mongojerrie that tells of
their lives where they steal things
together!” The two are notorious cat

burglars who sing and dance their
specialty number in Act I.

Being on her first tour is this
performer’s dream. The 28-person cast
sometimes travels in sleeper buses and,
other times, is flown between cities.

Her’s may look like a glamorous
job to the outside world, yet she con-
fided that it’s a demanding one.

“I don’t know if I’ll have the energy
to do this (touring) in 10 years, but I do
see myself in the performing arena in
some capacity,” she said of her future.

While she was in the Westfield
school system, she remembers being
in Godspell, The Laramie Project,
42nd Street and Big.

She’s quick to point out the stellar
training she received while at WHS.
“I was lucky to have great teachers
and directors — Mr. [Bill] Matthews
and Ms. [Sharon] Reynolds in music
and Mr. [Joe] Nierle in acting.

“They are so knowledgeable, and
among other things, I really learned
self discipline from them,” she re-
called.

She studied dance for years at
Yvette’s Dance Studio in Cranford
and then, while in high school, at
Broadway Dance in Plainfield.

Later, she taught classes for owner
Lorinda Haver at Broadway Dance.
Ms. Cenci’s first professional per-
forming job was as a preteen in Paper
Mill Playhouse’s production of The
Children of Eden.

CONTINUED: VATICAN CITY19

CONTINUED: CENCI / CATS19

CONTINUED: SCHWARZ19

Christoffers . . . For Everything on Your List!

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

860 Mountain Avenue
Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

Plenty of Free Parking
in Front & Rear

HOURS:  MON. - FRI. 9:00 - 5:30 • SAT. 9:00 - 5:00

THURSDAYS: 9:00 AM - 8:00 PM

www.christoffersflowers.com

New Door Mat
Candles

Order CenterpieceHostess Gift
New Wreath for DoorThanksgiving Card for Grandma

Paper Goods
Thanksgiving Turkey

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHEN IN ROME...Westfield resident and conductor-in-residence at Carnegie Hall
Candace Wicke leads a some 50-person choir in rehearsal for the group’s perfor-
mance at the Basilica di Sant’Ignazio di Loyola in Rome’s Vatican City this Saturday.

Joanie Schwarz’s digital painting of Lucy Volmer in “Lucy Dreams.” See article above.

Joanie Schwarz’s digital painting of “Madison on the Beach.” Madison belongs to Karen Fried of Westfield.  See article below.

Choral Art Society
Announces Messiah Sing

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art So-
ciety of New Jersey, Inc., announced its
annual Messiah Sing would take place
on Friday, December 5, at 8 p.m. at the
First United Methodist Church, located
at 1 East Broad Street in Westfield.

James Little, musical director of the
society, will conduct the beloved Handel
oratorio. Audience members are in-
vited to bring scores and join in the
singing of both choruses and solo sec-
tions or simply come to listen.

Trent Johnson, organist and choir
director at First United Methodist
Church, will accompany the Messiah
Sing on the church’s Aeolean-Skinner
Pipe Organ.

The Messiah Sing has become a
Westfield tradition to kickoff the holi-
day season. Admission is $10 at the
door, where scores may be borrowed
for the evening.

Mr. Little has previously both ac-
companied and directed the perfor-
mance. In addition to his duties as the
director of the Choral Art Society, he
has been the organist and choirmaster
of Calvary Episcopal Church in Sum-
mit since 1993.

For information about the Choral Art
Society, view
thechoralartsocietyofnj.org or call
Cindy Brogan at (908) 518-0152.


