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Garwood Foundation Elects Officers

Woman’s Club Holds
Scholarship Luncheon
WESTFIELD – Members of the

Woman’s Club of Westfield (WCW)
gathered with guests and friends for the
club’s annual scholarship luncheon held
recently at Baltusrol Golf Club.

Marie Gray, benefactor for WCW
fall scholarships, along with Superin-
tendent of Westfield Schools Margaret
Dolan, Westfield High School (WHS)
Principal Peter Renwick and Anne
Redlus of the New Jersey State Federa-
tion of Women’s Clubs, spoke briefly to
the gathering. The WHS Jazz Band,
under the direction of Daniel Zugale,
entertained the audience.

WCW annually grants scholarships
to worthy WHS seniors.

GARWOOD — The Education
Foundation of Garwood has announced
its new slate of officers for the 2008-
2009 year. The new officers are presi-
dent, Robert Pender; vice-president,
Debbie Courtney; treasurer, Steve
Napolitano, and secretary, Karen
Resetar.

Mr. Pender said he is grateful to the
past trustees who have completed their
terms and served the foundation well.
Along with the new officers and new
trustees, Mr. Pender said he looks for-
ward to continuing the progress and
mission of the foundation.

The Education Foundation of
Garwood (EFG) has begun planning its
busy and productive year. Upcoming
fundraisers include “A night at the races”
tentatively scheduled for January 2009
and the annual Appreciation Dinner to
be held at the Westwood on Thursday,
April 23, 2009.

The Education Foundation of
Garwood also began its fifth year by
awarding two grants. The grants pro-
gram allows teachers and staff at all
grade levels to purchase new equip-
ment and materials used in their class-
rooms. The recipients of the first grants
for the 2008-2009 school year are Tara
Ridente, speech-language pathologist,
for speech language software, and Carol
DelConte, paraprofessional, for a vari-
ous array of physical education equip-
ment for the pre-kindergarten and kin-
dergarten classes at Washington School.

This non-profit organization provides
an on-going, centralized source of ad-
ditional funds and resources to assist
the public schools in maintaining and
enhancing the quality of education in
Garwood, according to a press release

from the EFG. The EFG is a public/
private partnership between the busi-
ness or private sector community and
the public schools.

For more information, call (908) 789-
0331, extension 1450. Contributions or
inquiries may be sent to EFG, P.O. Box
317, Garwood, N.J. 07027.

Park School Celebrates
A ‘Week of Respect’

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Wednes-
day, October 22, the Park Middle School
PTA sponsored the assembly “I’m in
Charge of Me!” by the Cameo Cast to
teach lessons in conflict resolution, lead-
ership, anti-bullying, respect and say-
ing no to peer pressure. Using an enter-
taining and sometimes-humorous ap-
proach, the performance also involved
the students firsthand.

By asking students questions in an
interactive segment, and bringing some
students up on stage to participate, the
students became involved in the show.
There were two presentations with spe-
cific content for fifth and sixth grades,
and a different version for seventh and
eighth grades.

The “Week of Respect” ran from
October 20 through October 24.

R-E-S-P-E-C-T…During the “Week of
Respect,” Park Middle School taught stu-
dents about conflict resolution with the
Cameo Cast’s performance of “I’m in
Charge of Me!” Students Anais Abeigon,
far left, and Lucio Avelar, second from
right, participated in the interactive show
for the seventh and eighth grades.

FIRED UP…Students in Cindy Babetski’s 4-year-old class at the Westfield
Cooperative Nursery School visited the Westfield Fire Department as part of their
fire-prevention program. Westfield Cooperative Nursery School invites parents
to participate actively in their child’s class one to nine times a year.

WALK TO SCHOOL…The Manor Park walking group of the walking school bus
initiative of the BRAKES committee has fun while traveling on foot to school.

WHS Graduate Shares
Election Views on NPR

By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – On two occasions
over the past month, 2005 Westfield
High School graduate Suzanne
Merkelson was featured on the NPR
show On Point, hosted by Tom
Ashbrook, to discuss her views of the
election and President-elect Barack
Obama.

Ms. Merkelson was featured on the
radio show because she is currently a
senior at Colby College in Waterville,
Me., and is the editor-in-chief of The
Colby Echo.

On Point’s October program, Cam-
pus Politics ’08, featured a panel of
four college newspaper editors-in-
chiefs. Ms. Merkelson expressed her
opinions alongside Jordan Hofeditz
of The Daily Campus at Southern
Methodist University, Allison Nichols
of the Daily Tar Heel at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina, and Terry
Casey of The Daily Collegian at Penn
State University.

Together, the students represented
a wide demographic of schools across
the country, differing in size, location
and political ideologies.

The November program also fea-
tured a diverse panel, but the post-
election discussion singled out Ms.
Merkelson as the voice of a younger

generation, as well as an Obama sup-
porter.

This program, “Voters on the Road
Ahead,” included guests who have
previously shared their views through-
out the campaign trail on On Point
and were asked to return to express
their take on the future presidency of
President-elect Obama.

Ms. Merkelson appeared alongside
Brad Thompson, a 60-year-old Afri-
can-American and Obama supporter,
John Scheppler, a Senator John
McCain supporter and owner of
Orning Glass Company, and Deb
Peters, a McCain supporter and owner
of a small business.

Ms. Merkelson told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that both programs
were especially exciting for her be-
cause it “was a great opportunity to
hear what others around the country
were thinking and how they were
involved in the election.”

Mr. Ashbrook, the show’s host,
started the October show by mention-
ing that “according to Harvard’s Insti-
tute of Politics, people between the
ages of 18-24 favor Obama to McCain
56 percent to 30 percent,” adding that
not only do they favor the democratic
nominee, but that “young voters turned
out in record numbers” to vote for him.

Throughout the program, the stu-
dents discussed their campus’ politi-
cal ideologies with Mr. Ashbrook and
responded to a variety of questions
centered on why they think there has
been a record turnout of younger vot-
ers this election year.

Ms. Merkelson said that she was
asked to return to On Point for a
second show because “a lot of hype
on the election was centered around
the youth vote.”

Her opinions were heavily debated
during the November show because
she was singled out as representing
the youth vote among a panel of two
older Republicans and a retired solider
who called into the show from Fort
Myers, Fla.

Mr. Ashbrook asked Ms. Merkelson
to end the show with her “optimistic
view of the future.”

“I’m optimistic not only just be-
cause of Obama and his message and
his policies, but also what he inspires
in other people. I’ve never seen such
conviction in my peers,” she said. “I
think that’s what will hopefully be
indicative of his presidency.”

When The Leader/Times asked Ms.
Merkelson how she was initially cho-
sen to appear on such a popular show,
she said, “I think they were trying to
find a wide diversity of schools; Colby
thus of the whole small, elite, New
England liberal-arts prototype.”

As for the second show she said
that she “wasn’t sure exactly why
they asked me back, but I am proud
and happy that they asked me.”

Ms. Merkelson has taken The Colby
Echo to great heights since becoming
editor-in-chief in the spring of 2008.
She has added numerous additions to
the Colby paper in an attempt to keep
the student body informed during
election time.

Recently, she has added a series
called “Know Before You Vote” and a
special voter’s guide. She also makes
sure that the “paper is very involved
with both parties’ campaigns.”

Ms. Merkelson is an international
studies major with an environmental
studies minor.
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AmeriCorps Members
Participate in Day of Action

ACTION-PACKED…AmeriCorps
students take a break from collecting
and folding blankets they received dur-
ing the ServiceNation Day of Action in
September.

CRANFORD – In September,
Union County College’s AmeriCorps
members participated in the Day of
Action for ServiceNation, a national
nonprofit organi-
zation that works
to bring national
service to the
country.

At the Bayway
Center in Eliza-
beth, AmeriCorps
collected 75 blan-
kets, 200 pounds
of food and 120
sweat suits for the
Elizabeth Coali-
tion to House the
Homeless. The
blankets and sweat suits will be used
in the coalition’s special program
“Operation Warm Heart,” which,
along with local churches and agen-
cies, provides shelter to the homeless

in the winter and, of course, blankets
and sweat suits.

In addition, AmeriCorps collected
109 other winter items such as coats,

hats, scarves and
gloves, along with
250-plus pieces of
clothing, shoes,
bath towels, bed
sheets, curtains
and purses.

Donations were
also made to St.
Joseph Social Ser-
vice Center of
Elizabeth. As well,
on the college’s
Plainfield campus
that day,

AmeriCorps members collected 60
pounds of food and six sweat suits to
donate to the coalition. For more in-
formation on AmeriCorps, contact
Christopher Gore at gore@ucc.edu.

2005 GL Grad Guides
Middle School Students

Magnet High School
Plans Harvest Festival
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

County Magnet High School’s stu-
dent council is hosting Harvest Festi-
val, which will have booths with food,
games and other activities.

There will also be Fall Ball, a stu-
dent football game. This event will
occur on November 22, from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at the Quad at Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools.

For more information, e-mail
magnet.student.council@gmail.com.

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – As part of
an Advanced Applied Psychology
course at Lafayette College, senior
Heather Goldstein of Berkeley Heights
is spending the fall semester interning
at Easton Area Middle School.

The course, taught by Professor Alan
Childs, includes an 80-hour internship
component at a local organization as
well as regular coursework. Heather, a
psychology major, wanted to intern at

the school because she enjoys working
with kids in different settings.

“Working in the guidance office at
Easton Area Middle School has been
both fulfilling and extremely interest-
ing,” Ms. Goldstein said.

“On an average day, I’m able to
observe conferences between counse-
lors and teachers and even observe a
few conferences between a counselor
and student,” she added. “Learning how
to resolve conflicts between students
has also been very interesting to me
because these simple conferences truly
help the students’ lives and improve the
school environment.”

Because of the internship, the 2005
graduate of Governor Livingston High
School now knows that she wants to
work in a similar field after graduation.

“Being able to link my experiences
at the middle school to my classes at
Lafayette has been so interesting and
enjoyable,” she said. “I’m so glad I’ve
had the chance to apply my knowledge
and be more involved with the Easton
community.”

Holy Trinity School
To Hold Open House
WESTFIELD – The Westfield cam-

pus of Holy Trinity Interparochial
School, located at 336 First Street in
Westfield, will host an open house
tomorrow, Friday, November 21, from
9 to 11 a.m. No appointment is neces-
sary. For more information, call (908)
233-0484 or visit htisnj.com.

TANDA ZULU JEWELRY SALE
            
Gorgeous, Reasonably-Priced, Glass Bead Jewelry

Handmade by Zulu Women
In KwaZulu-Natal Province, South Africa

Proceeds Support Orphans of AIDS
And Other Vulnerable Children

At The Tanda After-School Project

418 LENOX AVE. WESTFIELD
Thurs. Nov. 20   7-9 p.m.

Fri. Nov. 21   3-5 p.m. and 7-9 p.m.
Sun. Nov. 23   1-4 p.m.

 
FEEL GOOD ABOUT LOOKING GOOD

 
For information call Sue Moryan

908 232-2562

SCHOLARLY SPEAKERS...Westfield High School (WHS) Principal Peter
Renwick and Superintendent of Westfield Schools Margaret Dolan spoke at a
recent Woman’s Club of Westfield gathering.

WF Student Receives
Prestigious Scholarship

WESTFIELD – Christina Marcus,
of Westfield, a senior dual public
relations and journalism major and
advertising minor at Rowan Univer-
sity, was awarded the Norman S.
Fenichel, APR Scholarship at the 2008
Public Relations Student Society of
America (PRSSA) National Confer-
ence last month in Detroit.

A graduate of Westfield High
School (WHS), Christina is now
webmaster of Rowan’s PRSSSA
Chapter and president of its student-
run firm, PRaction. The five-year
scholarship award is presented annu-
ally to “a PRSSA member who has
achieved outstanding success in their
academic studies in public relations
and an excellent understanding of
ethical conduct in their profession,”
according to the organization.

The award is named for a success-
ful journalist and public relations pro-
fessional, Accredited in Public Rela-
tions (APR), who ran his own firm
and served as president of the Con-
necticut Valley Chapter of the Public
Relations Society of America
(PRSA).

Norman Fenichel’s son, Douglas,
and his wife, Karen, fund the award.
This award was one of 11 earned by
Rowan’s Anthony J. Fulginiti Chap-
ter of PRSSA at the October confer-
ence.

WHS Grad Enrolled
At Colby College

WESTFIELD – Caitlin Hewett of
Westfield enrolled at Colby College
in Waterville, Me. this fall. Before
classes began she took part in an
orientation that included an introduc-
tion to Colby’s rigorous academics,
rich cultural life and community in-
volvement opportunities, as well as a
three-day outdoor excursion. A gradu-
ate of Westfield High School (WHS),
Ms. Hewett is the daughter of Paul
and Deirdre Hewett of Westfield.


