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By Robert Viglianti
Mayor of Mountainside

Town Tales
Sharing Fun Memories,

Part Two

Editor’s Note: This is part two of
Mountainside Mayor Bob Viglianti’s
three-part warm memories, inspired
to appear in the weeks prior to Thanks-
giving. Part one was published last
week. The mayor invites others to
write and share their thoughts as
well. Please e-mail
editor@goleader.com.

Having recently retired from business,
I find that I now have time to reminisce
about my growing up in Westfield and
living, now, in Mountainside. I would
like to share these memories with those of
you who are from my era and tell the
newer arrivals about Westfield and
Mountainside from 1940 to today.

Do you remember John Franks? It was
one of the finest men’s stores in the entire
area. If you went in for a shirt, the sales-
person would ask you what size, what
color and what style — and then would go
into the back and return with 3,4, 5, differ-
ent shirts for you to pick. Arrow shirts
were $5 and if you wanted a special shirt
for Dad or yourself, Van Huesen were $7.
Oh yes, a top-of-the-line tie would be $5.
You would then go up to the second floor
where they had hundreds of suits and
sport jackets. After picking out what you
wanted, you would then proceed to the
tailoring area where a tailor would come
out with his pins, chalk and tape measure
and have you stand on the fitting bench in
front of the three mirrors while he would
pin and mark the entire suit. In about 2-3
days, you would return to try on the suit
and again the tailor would come out to see
if everything was to your liking.

Do you remember when Westfield had
two major Five and Dime Stores.
Woolworth’s and Murphy’s.
Woolworth’s was on Broad Street where
Esprit is today. They had a rear entrance
that when you would walk in was filled
with fish, birds, mice, turtles and other
pets you could buy. Up front they had a
lunch counter staffed by ladies wearing
aprons and these little doily things on
their heads. They had one of the best ham
salad sandwiches you could get, all for 15
cents. Murphy’s was on Elm Street where
Randall’s is today. They did not have a
lunch counter but bins upon bins of items
all formed into squares where the sales-
person would be in the middle to either
help you or take your money.

Do you remember Made In America on
Elm next to the gas station. They had
every type of small appliance you could
imagine. Most all of it “was made in
America.” What has happened?

Do you remember the small Italian
man who used to push his popcorn/peanut
cart from South Avenue near Garwood up
to Roosevelt Junior High every day (un-
less it was snowing or heavy rains) to sell
the students, at lunchtime, a bag of fresh
popped corn or hot peanuts (at 5 cents
each). He pushed that cart up Ferris Place
every day.

Do you remember when Westfield had
two movie theaters? Yes there was a

second one on Central Avenue in the
Smith Barney building. They dug out the
basement to make a slope down to the
screen. It didn’t last very long. I guess you
need 10-15 screens in today’s movie in-
dustry. Oh yes, it was called Westfield
Cinema.

Do you remember Wyatt’s Boy’s Store
on Elm. It was the only store in the area
that you could buy your Scouting uni-
forms, badges and other scouting needs.
Remember how proud you would feel
when you went in to buy a new merit
badge that you had just earned. (Remem-
ber you needed the letter from your den
mother stating that you had earned that
badge.)

Do you remember before oil and gas
heat, the coal man? Remember him carry-
ing bags of coal on his shoulders and
putting them into your cold bin? Remem-
ber your dad taking the ashes out and
storing them to throw on the sidewalks
when they would freeze up in the winter?

Do you remember when the Easter egg
hunt at Mindowaskin Park was done with
real hardboiled eggs. The colored one
with numbers or stars would win you a
prize at the old boat house on the rear,
western side of the lake.

Do you remember the man who would
ride around town on a three wheeled bike
ringing his bell to let you know he was
there to sharpen your knives or scissors?
I think he was referred to as a “tinker.”

Do you remember the spotted Dalma-
tian dog, the mascot of the firehouse. He
was always there and rode in the truck
during parades.

Do you remember Bob Clotworthy
(Westfield) U.S. gold medal diving in the
1956 Olympics in Melbourne, Australia.

Do you remember when there were
school bus passes? Before the yellow
school buses, if you lived a certain dis-
tance from the junior high school, you
would get bus passes at 5 cents each,
which allowed you to ride either the 49 or
54 bus to either the center of town or the
Stop & Shop, on Elm — and then you
would walk up the hill to Roosevelt.

Do you remember when the first phone
number for the Westfield Police was
Westfield 2-1000 and the Fire Depart-
ment was Westfield 2-2000? This was
before dials and the operator would come
on to ask you for the phone number. Also
do you remember party lines when you
had Westfield 2-4534J or 4534R and lastly
4534J. If you picked the phone up when
one of the other was on the phone, you
would hear their conversation. If you
wanted to call one of them you would tell
the operator “party R” then hang up your
phone until the ringing stopped and then
pick up the phone and talk to the other
party.

Do you remember when the town li-
brary was on the corner of Broad and
Elmer (were Felice is now). The entrance
to the children’s section was on the side,
downstairs, on Elmer Street.

The final part three of Mayor Viglianti’s
writing will appear next week.

Customers In Our Store, They Sit In
Fear of Getting a Parking Ticket

They May be Free, But Thieves
Are Cowards — Not Brave

Wychwood Gatehouse Committee
Discusses Legal Proceedings Status

Oh this town — the rate of parking
tickets being issued is surpassing the
amount of people frequenting the town.

In this current economy, we, the ven-
dors, are struggling and we are thrilled to
have a decent amount of people in our
stores at any given time. Parking tickets
are only hindering that. The parking en-
forcement in this town is scaring people
away. When we do have customers in our
store, they sit in fear of getting a ticket and
as a result, cannot stay to get the level of
customer satisfaction that we are proud to

offer. More often than not, they do get a
ticket and that discourages them to return
to us or any business in this town.

Perhaps in the economic situation that
we are experiencing, the town should
rethink their greed when it comes to park-
ing tickets. What is more important — a
vibrant town filled with people or a town
filled with money generated from greed?

Susan Cahn,
Harriet Shafran

Knit-a-Bit, Westfield

What is the difference between being
brave and being cowardly? Brave are the
people who come to a cancer center to be
treated following a diagnosis; brave are
the people who work at the Westfield Vet
Group who supported me following the
recent death of my beloved dog; brave is
my son who held that dog as she died.

Cowardly is the person or persons who
came to my house in the middle of the

night and stole an antique garden gnome
that held an American flag in its hand,
leaving the flag thrown on the ground.
This is the land of the free and the brave
thanks to thousands of military personnel
who continue to give us this “right.”

Whoever did this sad act may be free,
but definitely not brave.

Elyce Hirtler
Westfield

On behalf of “The Gatehouse Commit-
tee”, representing some 75 families that
oppose the application for subdivision
and construction at the “Little Gatehouse”
property in Westfield, I would like to
provide an update of the legal process that
is now in motion.

To review, several months ago, the
Westfield Planning Board approved the
property owner’s application after hav-
ing heard the application and related ar-
guments for and against same. In re-
sponse to the cries of “foul” from the
community and in an effort to preserve
and protect not only “Wychwood” but
also the Westfield community as a whole,
an appeal of the planning board decision
was filed by 11 plaintiffs with the Supe-
rior Court of New Jersey.

The opposition’s case resides in the
capable hands of the respected law firm
Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer. Since the

September filing, a case management
conference was conducted by New Jersey
Superior Court Assignment Judge Walter
Barisonek at which time a schedule for
briefs was established. The appellant’s
brief was filed on October 17. The prop-
erty owner, Ms. Julie A. Marsella, The
Planning Board of the Town of Westfield,
and defendants, are expected to submit
briefs on or before December 5 in accor-
dance with the timeline established by
Judge Barisonek. Thereafter, the case will
be scheduled for argument before the
court with a decision anticipated, prob-
ably, in early 2009.

I will continue to provide updates as
noteworthy events unfold and thank The
Westfield Leader for publishing this im-
portant information for the benefit of the
residents of Westfield.

Amy Jester
Westfield

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm St.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail Addresses
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

Viglianti’s Column,
Loved It

Regarding Mayor Viglianti’s column,
I loved it — it resurfaces many memories.
I offer some slight corrections:

Re: White Diamond: it was on North
Avenue., not South Avenue, where I be-
lieve the building still stands.

Re: RandS Store: Correct, but I think
he has in mind Super’s bike shop just
around the corner from RandS, on Pros-
pect Street close to the old police station.

Re: Super: It went to South Avenue by
the railroad overpass (South to North
Avenues), which seems to be a multi-use
commercial building now.

Please ask the mayor to keep it up.
Surely, many our age enjoy it.

Joe Gladis, WHS ’60
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Desuete – Out of use
2. Kismet – Doom; fate
3. Usquebaugh – Whiskey in Scotland

or Ireland
4. Eschew – To escape or avoid

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SENAL
1. Lazy; idle
2. Balanced; stable
3. Spanish for a landmark
4. A cornfield

WORRAL
1. A lizard-like animal with a forked

tongue
2. The striking part of a flail
3. In aviation, a downward spiral
4. A burrowing animal of South

America related to the armadillo but
smaller

POTAMIAN
1. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
2. A soft-shelled river tortoise
3. A nectarine
4. An ancient flask or jug of leather

HIRPLE
1. To limp
2. To quiver or to shake
3. To fade or erode
4. Awkward; clumsy

Why Fill WHS Asst. Principal
Position In Hard Economic Times?
The Westfield Board of Education last week an-

nounced they would immediately advertise to fill a
vacancy created by the resignation of Westfield High
School (WHS) Assistant Principal Joan Carrion.

WHS has a principal and three assistant principals
that are paid a combined $410,000, not including
benefits. By comparison, each of the two intermedi-
ate schools has a principal and an assistant principal
while the six elementary schools and Lincoln, now
the Early Childhood Learning Center, all have just a
principal with the exception of Franklin School,
which has one assistant principal.

Ms. Carrion, who joined the district in 2004, is
paid $93,500, while assistant principals Lynn Muir
and Douglas Sanford are each paid $88,150. The
district advertised the position in the Sunday’s Star-
Ledger. At a time when the state and the country are
experiencing hard economic times, why is the
Westfield Board of Education so eager to fill this
vacancy? The board also said last week that the
district was at the maximum level to fund out-of-

Mullen Thanks Voters,
Supporters in SP

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank all of the people who supported my
campaign for councilwoman, as I was
out-of-state following the election. I would
also like to thank all of the volunteers who
gave countless hours to the campaign —
words cannot adequately express all of
the appreciation I have for each of you.

As a newcomer to politics, I am espe-
cially grateful for the warm welcome I
received going door to door and for the
chance I had to meet many people whose
path I may not have otherwise crossed.
Scotch Plains is a truly great place to live
and that is clearly evidenced by the many
residents I met over these last months.

Of course every campaign has its own
issues, strategy and ideas, and I would
like to thank those residents who sup-
ported the issues and ideas that this cam-
paign brought to the forefront — stabiliz-
ing taxes and more transparency and ac-
countability in local government.

It is my hope that those with different
ideas will continue to be embraced, irre-
spective of political party. Differing views
and differing ideas bring about change
and progress and make America a great
democracy. I also hope that those who
lose are gracious in defeat and that those
who win display that same graciousness.
It is only with that gracious spirit that
those of different political views can come
together and do what is necessary to con-
tinue to make Scotch Plains a great com-
munity.

I would like to thank again those resi-
dents who placed their confidence in me
by casting their vote on Election Day. It
was truly an honor to serve as a candidate.

Theresa Mullen
Scotch Plains

district placements and would now have to use
reserve funds for any future placements.

Not filling administrative vacancies should be a
given at this time. We are not recommending that
staff be terminated, in fact, we would oppose such a
move. The resignation of an administrator is the
perfect time to save some money. Ms. Carrion’s
departure was not even discussed during last
Tuesday’s board meeting.

We believe Mr. Renwick, as the top administrator
at WHS, as well as Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Dolan, must prove why a third assistant princi-
pal position is so critical. Taxpayers need any break
they can get at this time.

State aid is likely to be significantly slashed next
year as tax rebates are already under the chopping
block in Trenton. Thus, all 2009 budgets must be
reviewed under significant scrutiny.

Our school districts, county and town govern-
ments can no longer treat this business as usual.
Spending must be curtailed in every way possible.

Politics of U.K. Is More
Efficient Than U.S.

We can learn from the United King-
dom about ways to improve our political
system. In the United Kingdom, cam-
paigns for the House of Commons are
three weeks long. There are money limits
on what the candidates may spend. Free
air time is provided to the candidates.
There is no transition period so that the
new prime minister takes office the day
after the election.

In the United States, congressional and
presidential campaigns can last for years.
There are no limits on what candidates
may spend, so some candidates may have
a considerable financial advantage over
other candidates. Candidates, at often great
cost, must pay for use of the public air-
ways, even though the public owns the
airways.

The transition period for Congress and
the new President lasts for months, with
the result being that the lame duck Presi-
dent and the lame duck Congress are still
in power despite the call of the voters for
a new direction and this at a time when the
country faces serious domestic and inter-
national problems.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Watchdog Assoc. Happy That First
Amendments Rights Were Upheld

Frankly, we are puzzled by statements
made to the media by Union County
spokesman Sebastian D’Elia regarding
the outcome of a libel suit, which he
brought against us. Heard in the Superior
Court in Elizabeth before Judge Marianne
Espinosa on November 7, the case against
us was dismissed. There were no findings
by the judge that any of the statements
written on the blog, the County Watchers,
were libelous or defamatory.

Mr. D’Elia with some of his comments,
as well as those of his employer, a free-
holder, in a public forum have attempted to
mislead the press and the public into believ-

ing that the judge also dismissed or “threw
our counterclaim out of the courts,” which
is absolutely false. Our counterclaim against
him was not dismissed, as the issue was not
before the court at this time.

We are attempting to put this unpleas-
antness behind us and are very happy to
have our First Amendment rights affirmed,
not only for ourselves, but for others who
have opinions about government and
should be able to openly express those
opinions without fear of reprisal.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Tina Renna

UC Watchdog Assoc.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4 p.m.
Classifieds - Tuesday 12 p.m.

Ad Reservation - Friday 4 p.m.
To Reach Us

E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
www.goleader.com/help

“All Hands on Deck,” If They
Write it, We’ll Print It

Local and county government is quiet this week.
Most government officials, management and adminis-
trative personnel are in Atlantic City for the 93rd
Annual New Jersey State League of Municipalities
Convention, Tuesday, November 18, through Friday,
November 21.

The annual conference, held each November in At-
lantic City at the Atlantic City Convention Center, is
billed as “a learning experience, which yields benefits
throughout the year. Delegates have the opportunity to
learn and ask questions at more than 100 panels,
clinics, workshops and other sessions conducted by the
League and the 19 associations of technical and profes-
sional employees allied with it. Commercial, govern-
ment and association exhibits display the latest prod-
ucts and services for municipal government. At the
2007 Annual League Conference, 20,000 delegates,
participants and guests attended, representing the larg-
est municipal gathering in the country.”

From the league’s brochure, “The New Jersey State
League of Municipalities is a voluntary association
created to help communities do a better job of self-
government through pooling information resources
and brainpower. The League is authorized by state
statute and is in its 93rd year of serving local officials
throughout the Garden State. All New Jersey munici-
palities are members of the League. The 566 mayors
and 13,000 elected and appointed officials of member
municipalities are entitled to all of the services and
privileges of the League.”

Organizations that are part of the League include
municipal assessors, building officials, the Commu-
nity Recreation Society, government finance officers,
Governmental Purchasing Association, health officers,
municipal clerks, municipal court administrators, mu-
nicipal electrical inspectors, the Municipal Welfare

Association, Fire Prevention and Protection Associa-
tion, attorneys, Municipal Management Association,
planning officials, municipal engineers, plumbing in-
spectors, Public Works Association, registrars, tax col-
lectors and treasurers.

Several workshop session were scheduled to discuss
topics such as tourism, pay to play, OPRA, land use,
consultants, “Clean And Green,” finance, economic
(Re)Development, communications, COAH regula-
tions, “Safe Streets and Neighborhoods,” and “Strength-
ening Business Improvement Districts.”

From our perspective, the league and the convention
are geared toward advancing local and county govern-
ment operations along with interfaces with suppliers,
consultants, engineers and attorneys. Basically, it is
reaffirmation of business as usual. This is okay and
sometimes a necessary thing.

However, the theme of this year’s convention is
“Challenges & Changes – A Time For New Ideas” – an
admirable moniker, yet we see no sessions dedicated to
the theme. We see little listed in the program to deal
with the challenges at hand and to the whamming being
given to the taxpayers and businesses in New Jersey.
We see no discussion of jobs and economic reform, nor
corruption and nepotism.

Is this convention of 93 years just an ostrich with its
head in the sand?

We hope not and believe it would be a good idea for
those that attended on the taxpayers’ money to write a
report on just what they did at the convention, and just
what useful good may become of it.

Given the mess in government and the economy, we
think it is time for “All hands on deck” – not business
as usual. We’d like to know what our officials and
government managers are doing to address the critical
situation. If they write it, we’ll print it.


