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HOW THINGS WORK...Asm. Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) discusses the
state legislative process with Cranford High School students last Thursday.

NJ School Boards to Discuss
Regionalization Requirement

AREA — Within the next 16
months, the New Jersey Department
of Education’s executive county su-
perintendents (ECS) must, by law,
provide plans to regionalize school
districts in each county, says the New
Jersey School Boards Association
(NJSBA).

Exactly how these regionalization
efforts will affect existing school
districts will be the subject of “Chal-
lenges, Opportunities and the Fu-
ture of School District
Regionalization,” a program to be
held Saturday, November 22, in
Plainsboro.

The panel discussion, sponsored
by NJSBA, will explore the
Legislature’s intent in passing the
2007 CORE Act (the legislation that
created the framework of the state
regionalization plan), the current sta-
tus of school district consolidation,
how voters may react to
regionalization proposals on the bal-
lot and legal obstacles to
regionalization.

Michael Aron, political correspon-
dent for New Jersey Network News,
will moderate a panel that will in-
clude: Gerald Vernotica, assistant
commissioner of education who over-
sees the ECS and who will spearhead
regionalization, and Vito Gagliardi,
Jr., an attorney who has represented
school districts.

New Jersey Legislators from both
political parties have been invited.
The discussion, which is open to the
public, will take place on Saturday,
November 22, from 10:30 a.m. to
noon at the Wyndham Princeton
Forrestal Conference Center in
Plainsboro. For more information, call
Frank Belluscio or Mike Yaple of the
NJSBA at (609) 278-5202 or e-mail:
fbelluscio@njsba.org and
myaple@njsba.org.

The New Jersey School Boards
Association advocates the interests
of school districts, trains local school
board members, and provides re-
sources for the advancement of pub-
lic education.
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County Foreclosures Panel
To Hold First Meeting

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY — The county’s
newly-created task force to address
the rising number of foreclosures will
hold its first meeting in December,
Director of Parks and Community
Renewal Al Faella told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times last week.

Mr. Faella said in September that
the panel would include representa-
tives of the banking industry, credi-
tors, lenders, predatory lenders and
legal professionals, as well as repre-
sentatives from the county’s clerk’s
and sheriff’s offices.

Last Thursday, he said 25 persons
had been selected for the panel, but
that number was to be pared down to
15 at a meeting last Friday.

Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi has reported that mortgage
foreclosure filings are up 187 percent
in Union County since 2006. As of
June, the Federal Reserve Bank of
New York reported that 1,063 proper-
ties were being foreclosed on in Union
County, the second highest number
of New Jersey’s 21 counties.

During the November 13 board
meeting, Garwood resident Bruce
Paterson questioned Union County
College (UCC) President Thomas
Brown’s decision to allow Congres-
sional candidate Linda Stender to hold
a rally at the college last month.
Former President Bill Clinton was
the guest speaker.

Mr. Paterson said the college rules
bar events that promote “partisan
political activities or candidates to
the exclusion of their opponents.”

“I’ve got major problems [with the
college] because that was a partisan
rally,” Mr. Paterson said. He said Mr.
Brown’s “integrity is now called into
question.”

County Manager George Devanney
said the college has invited the Re-
publican Party to hold similar events,
but the GOP has not taken UCC up on
its offers. He said he believes the
college correctly followed its policy
for the Stender Campaign event.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
defended Mr. Brown by citing the
success of UCC’s nursing school pro-
gram. “I only have praise for Dr.
Brown.”

Mr. Paterson and Union County
Watchdog Association President Tina
Renna of Cranford both questioned
the board’s approval of a $275,000
contract to the Union County Arts
Center in Rahway to book talent for
MusicFest 2009.

Mrs. Renna said the board’s
$275,000 contract is $175,000 over
the 2008 contract with the Arts Cen-
ter.

“You are not telling us who the arts
center is paying with our money,”
Mrs. Renna said.

Mr. Paterson said the county should

not be spending this amount of money
given the “financial and economic
problems” the county is facing.

“It’s starts at $275,000. Who knows
how much it will top out at,” Mr.
Paterson said.

In other news, the board passed a
resolution to add $650,000 to a fuel
contract for county vehicles with
National Fuel Oil, Inc. of Newark for
a new contract totaling $2.2 million.
Michael Yuska, director of the divi-
sion of purchasing, told the board at
its November 6 agenda meeting that
the money was for the summer months
when retail gasoline costs soared to
$4 per gallon and that the county’s
estimate in the original contract was
based on a lower per gallon price.

The board also voted in favor of a
$3.5-million contract with Oak Brook,
Ill.-based Veolia Transportation Ser-
vices, Inc. for the county’s Paratransit
and Route 22 shuttle programs. The
county received $1.9 million in state
and federal grants for the program.
The county will provide the remain-
ing $1.4 million for the contract.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion to establish an intrastate mutual
aid agreement with all counties in the
state to coordinate response services
to incidents of chemical, biological,
radiological, nuclear, explosive and
other hazardous materials
(HAZMAT) at no cost to the county.

At the November 6 meeting, Free-
holder Rick Proctor questioned
whether other counties had the equip-
ment and personnel to respond to
these incidents. Mr. Proctor said he
was concerned Union County might
end up being a southern New Jersey
county’s HAZMAT squad, a unit that
responds to incidents involving haz-
ardous materials.

“I know we do have the capability
but others do not,” Acting Director of
Public Safety Richard Childs re-
sponded.

During last week’s meeting, Tonia
Hobbs of Hillside asked the board to
assist in dealing with Hillside Mayor
Karen McCoy Oliver who she de-
scribed as being an “inactive mayor.”

“There is a lot of partisan politics
going on in Hillside,” she told the
board.

Ms. Hobbs was critical of town-
ship spending and questioned whether
Hillside needed five police captains
and five fire captains in a town that is
around three square miles wide with
a population of 22,000.

“Our taxes keep going up,” she
said.

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada told Ms. Hobbs that she must
address this before the local Hillside
government, as the freeholders do
not have jurisdiction over local gov-
ernments.

Ms. Hobbs also asked the county
what was being done to combat the
increased number of murders in the
county among youth. She said a stu-
dent in one of the classes she teaches
at Elizabeth High School was recently
murdered.

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada said county Prosecutor Ted
Romankow has created a task force to
work on solving murders.

Freeholder Nancy Ward, re-elected
on November 4, along with Mr.
Estrada and Mr. Proctor, said one her
term goals will be to work with au-
thorities to address gang violence.

A Linden resident was critical of a
board decision to relocate a skate-
board park to Wheeler Park in the
city, saying the park was already busy
with activity. Freeholder Estrada said
the board would consider his com-
ments.

Assembly Dems Applaud
Home Heating Funding

 TRENTON – Assemblywoman
Annette Quijano (LD-20, Elizabeth)
commended the swift response of Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine and the state Depart-
ment of Community Affairs in enacting
the recommendations of legislation
(AR-165) she sponsored to allow more
working families to receive help pay-
ing their heating bills this winter.

 The Governor announced an $88
million increase in state and federal
funding to the Low-Income Home
Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP), raised the income cap for
LIHEAP applicants from 175 per-
cent to 225 percent of the federal
poverty level ($47,700 for a New
Jersey family of four) and expanded

temporary energy assistance grants
to include residents who heat their
homes with oil.

“With everything but salaries on
the rise, many families that could
have survived a cold winter in past
years may find themselves pushed to
the brink this year,” Assemblywoman
Quijano said. “The $88 million ex-
pansion will ensure that these fami-
lies have somewhere to turn to stay
warm this winter.”

Asw. Quijano won a special elec-
tion on November 4 to fill the one
year remaining on the term of Neil
Cohen who resigned. The district in-
cludes Elizabeth, Union, Roselle and
Kenilworth.

Clark Woman Named
To Women Vets Panel
TRENTON – Governor Jon

Corzine has appointed Anna Eliza-
beth Yersevich of Clark to serve on
the 15-member Commission on
Women Veterans.

The commission is located in the
state Department of Military and Vet-
erans Affairs, and will submit a report
to the governor six months after orga-
nization.

Three members of the Commis-
sion on Women Veterans are ex offi-
cio: The Commissioner of the De-
partment of Military and Veterans
Affairs, the Commissioner of the
Department of Labor and Workforce
Development, and the Director of the
Division on Women in the Depart-
ment of Community Affairs.

The 12 appointed by Governor
Corzine are: Anna Elizabeth
Yersevich of Clark, Lisa Szymanski
of Oxford, Anna Hoffman of
Whitehouse Station, Virginia
Dempsey of Piscataway, Marinee
Temme of Sicklerville, Mary J. Kelly
of Montclair, Jennifer Tanforan of
Lawrenceville, Major Yvonne Mays
of Medford, Lt. Col. Teresa Acocella
of Annandale, Captain Gwyn
Johnson of Woodbury, Major Kim-
berly Jamison of Hainesport, and
Chief Master Sergeant Donna Wertz
of New Egypt.

Ground was broken for the World
War II memorial on March 15 on
State Street in Trenton. The $7.6-
million memorial, designed by sculp-
tor Thomas Jay Warren, is comprised
of 3,000 pieces of granite, a one-ton
statue of Lady Victory, and a half-ton
statue of The Lone Soldier.

New Jersey is estimated to have
contributed more than 560,000 men
and women to the armed forces for
the war effort, including 16 Medals
of Honor recipients. An estimated
85,000 World War II veterans still
live in New Jersey.

Fifty-Three Cities Reject
Flouridation Referendums

AREA – Fifty-three cities have re-
jected fluoridation in referenda held in
four states on November 4, according
to the Fluoride Action Network (FAN).

Lobbied by the Nebraska Dental
Association and supported by the
American Dental Association (ADA),
the Nebraska legislature passed a law in
April 2008, over the Governor’s veto,
to require all Nebraska cities with popu-
lations over 1,000 to add fluoride chemi-
cals into water supplies unless cities
opt-out by 2010. Forty-nine Nebraska
cities said “no thanks” in referenda on
Election Day.

Corning, N.Y. residents passed a citi-
zen-initiated referendum to rescind their
city council’s right to decide the issue

for them – effectively halting fluorida-
tion. A pro-fluoridation dentist raised
$100,000, mostly from dental organi-
zations, to fund the fluoridation scheme.
Corning joins 15 N.Y. State communi-
ties that have rejected fluoridation.

Also voting down fluoridation: Prai-
rie du Chien and Marion, Wis.; Jackman
and Moose River, Me.; Alamo Heights,
Tex.; Littleton and Yarmouth, Mass.;
Poughkeepsie, N.Y., and Manila, Calif.

The Westfield Board of Heath last
month suggested sending a letter to the
water company, with a copy to the
state's Commissioner of Health, ask-
ing whether all municipalities in Union
County must agree on fluoridation or if
each town can make the decision.
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