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Professor Emeritus Returns
To Kean for One-man Show
UNION – W. Carl Burger, profes-

sor emeritus of Kean University,
returns to Kean University for a
one-man show of paintings and
drawing – most created just for this
exhibit – at the school’s CAS Art
Gallery.

The show, entitled “The Essen-
tial W. Carl Burger,” runs from now
through January 15, including a re-
ception with the artist on Tuesday,
December 2, from 4 to 6 p.m.

The exhibit showcases both Mr.
Burger’s colorful landscapes, for
which he is most well known, as well
as some of his lesser-known mono-
chromatic black-and-white pieces.

Whether in color or in black and
white, what pervades through Mr.
Burger’s work is a seemingly never-
ending supply of youthful exuber-
ance and spontaneity.

“His style is effervescent, layered
and quick. The best of his work has an

exuberant, fluid depth and richness
of tone that is often a festival on
paper,” said  Steve Miller, executive
director of the Morris Museum.

“I realized that I could, in fact,
create an image about reality and
especially the landscape using dra-
matic colors with stronger brush
strokes that captured my true inner
feelings about the site,” Mr. Burger
said.

With an artistic career spanning
nearly five decades, Mr. Burger has
had numerous exhibitions, including
at the Smithsonian Institute, the Phila-
delphia Art Museum and the Morris
Museum.

In 1961, he became a professor at
Kean University, retiring in 1993 as
professor emeritus.

The CAS Art Gallery is located at
1000 Morris Avenue on the campus
of Kean University in Union. Admis-
sion is free for all visitors.

Pearl Street Gallery
Features WF’s Kanter

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
present an exhibit of watercolor paint-
ings by Westfield teacher Marcia Kanter
in the gallery space at the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs,
located at 633 Pearl Street in Elizabeth.

A selection of her paintings, entitled
“A Stroll through the Garden,” is on
display at the Pearl Street Gallery until
December 4. Gallery hours are week-
days from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m..

“The paintings were inspired by the
installations in the sculpture gardens of
Grounds for Sculpture in Hamilton and
the Storm King Art Center in
Mountainville, N.Y.,” Ms. Kanter said.
“All are watercolor on gessoed surfaces
using collaged board or my own hand-
made cotton and rag paper.”

Ms. Kanter is an elementary art
apecialist who has taught in public
schools for 40 years and at Tamaques
School in Westfield since 1972. In
1988, she received the Governor’s
Recognition Award for Excellence in
Teaching.

Two of Ms. Kanter’s paintings were
on loan to President Dawood Farahi of
Kean University. She has exhibited in
multiple Garden State Watercolor So-
ciety Associate Shows.

For more information about the Pearl
Street Gallery or other programs, con-
tact the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth NJ 07202 or call (908)
558-2550. NJ Relay users can dial 711.
To contact electronically, e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

‘Superstar’ of WF Music
School Uses Arts to Teach

body.
Senior Nicole DeSando, 17, of

Fanwood, explained that Mr.
McCain’s rhetoric struck her as “com-
manding and robotic.”

“I drew puppets representing ev-
eryday Americans that he’s control-
ling on the stage of America,” she
said. Her evocative piece, entitled
“McCain: Puppet Master in Chief,”
shows a large, striking rendering of
Mr. McCain holding small, dangling
puppets from a string.

Mr. Gutterman has taught many of
the students in the AP Studio Art class
since they first entered high school
and said that it is a pleasure to watch
them develop as artists.

“It’s great to see them work through
the design process,” he said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Teen Art

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Using perform-
ing arts as a tool for learning is at the
heart of James Manno’s teaching phi-
losophy.

An all-around musician, the instruc-
tor at the Carolyn Klinger-Kueter Mu-
sic Studio in Westfield and at Arts
High School in Newark has brought
his musical talent to the younger gen-
eration.

“It’s a privilege to be able to posi-
tively impact a life,” the Pittstown
resident said in an e-mail interview
with The Westfield Leader and The
Times.

Mr. Manno, 42, has taught at the
music studio, a
place he calls
“home,” for 15
years. During his
weekly piano les-
sons, he often in-
fuses his music-
technology skills
into the session.

Ms. Klinger-
Kueter said Mr.
Manno is consid-
ered a “superstar”
by the kids who
come to her studio
to practice.

That feeling is
mutual at Arts
High, where Mr.
Manno has held
the position of de-
partment chairman
of the performing
arts and television
since 2006, teach-
ing 12 years at
Rafael Hernandez Performing Arts
Middle School.

On the day he arrived at Arts High
two years ago, Mr. Manno said he
was “greeted with warm cheers, hugs
and tears” by many of his previous
middle-school students.

This gratitude is a result of his
dedication to helping young people
learn through the arts. At Rafael
Hernandez, he and a literature teacher,
Anita Bland, built the Arts Academy
Class, a grant-funded program for
sixth through eighth graders he called
“a smaller version of Arts High.”

Students of all backgrounds could
audition for the after-school class that
offered dance, visual arts, TV, film,
drama, vocals and instrumental music.

“Some kids were very bright in the
normal classroom, some were handi-
capped and special-ed, some bilingual
and, somehow, it all melded together.
And that’s how it should be,” said Ms.
Bland, in a phone conversation.

The program was not specifically
meant to help their school grades, but
by reading the classics, such as Romeo
and Juliet, “To Kill a Mockingbird,”
in the after-school program, “their
literature scores were off the board,”
said Ms. Bland.

As part of this program, Mr. Manno
and Ms. Bland led students to create
a film about AIDS, titled “In the Blink
of an Eye.” The students interviewed
people affected with the disease who
were getting treatment at the neigh-
boring AIDS center, The Broadway
House.

“It was an amazing experience!”
Mr. Manno said. “So many students
were able to finally talk about friends
and/or relatives who had AIDS.”

As a result of their hard work, the
students received an EMMY nomi-

nation certificate, courtesy of the
Academy of Television Arts and Sci-
ences. They are the youngest in the
nation to receive this kind of honor.
His students would go on to win other
competitions as well.

“He was always willing to go out
on a ledge to help the kids and give
them something they could carry with
them,” Ms. Bland said. “James let
them see what was out in this world.”

This outlook is perhaps a tech-
nique learned in his childhood. As a
young boy, his father, a composer,
conductor and pianist, and mother, a
retired opera singer, encouraged him
to pursue music, and his father gave
him a part in each of his shows at his

theatre company,
Cable Car Play-
house in West Or-
ange.

Mr. Manno
fondly remembers
times of singing
with a group of
people around the
piano at opera
singer Jerome
Hines’ home, not
an experience
shared by most
young people. His
father passed away
when Mr. Manno
was 7, but his spirit
for the arts and life
lives on through
his son.

Teaching was
not a natural
choice for Mr.
Manno. He origi-
nally started out in

the music business. He owns his own
recording studio, Jamman Produc-
tions, where he produces pop rock
and R&B music, and scored the movie
Saturday Morning, which was filmed
in Westfield and will be available for
home rental on Valentines Day.

On the side, he has worked as a
substitute teacher. He said the Alternate
Route program, introduced by former
Governor Thomas H. Kean, opened the
door for him to teach full-time.

What he found on the other end
was the opportunity to help kids learn
and grow through his unconventional,
effective methods.

At Arts High, he created two clubs,
SLAM! Poetry and a record label
club, a task he said was not easy as the
new man on campus, “but the stu-
dents were hungry for it,” he said.

Currently, Mr. Manno, along with
Divad Sanders, president of SLAM!
Global, and Maria Soccor, a friend
from the film and television industry,
have created the New Jersey Youth
Poetry SLAM! Competition.

The first preliminary event, open to
New Jersey students ages 13 to 19,
will take place at Essex County Col-
lege on November 22, from 8:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m. (log on to myspace.com/
slamglobal). They are working to raise
funds so that the top five winners can
receive a monetary prize for a college
scholarship.

“He was able to convince people
that this kind of thing works,” Ms.
Bland said. “And it does.”

For more on the Carolyn Klinger-
Kueter Music Studio, visit
carolynmusic.com or call (908) 233-
9094. The studio is located at 424
Saint Marks Avenue in Westfield. Mr.
Manno’s website is:
jammanproductions.com.

James Manno
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You’ve seen multi-generational,
good-cop, bad-cop tales like Pride and
Glory before, though perhaps not so
predictable and murky. Boy, is it gloomy.
New York City streetlights barely illu-
minate the night; the daytime winter
setting is steely gray. Even in the dark of
a magazine crime reporter’s office, it’s
unlikely Scrooge will allow another
coal tossed in the stove.

The sordid and seamy tale of police
corruption grows beleaguering, its
cynicism almost a genre unto itself
by now. We’ve come to know the
characters. Here it’s Jon Voight as
Francis Tierney, Sr., big honcho in
the N.Y.P.D., proud not only of his
two cop sons, played by Noah
Emmerich and Edward Norton, but a
son-in-law (Colin Farrell) as well.

The tale opens with the slaughter-
ing of four police officers, under the
charge of Francis Tierney, Jr.
(Emmerich), by a notorious drug king.
Subsequently heading a special
taskforce investigating the case only
because of Dad’s beseeching, Ed-
ward Norton’s Ray Tierney soon sus-
pects a rat…in blue.

Yep, it looks like someone in the
department tipped off the pushers
about the raid. There will be much
discourse and bleating about brother
betraying brother. Of course, it
dredges up the same old garbage.

It’s deja vu all over again, except
this go-round, the internal scourge
may be connected not only by frater-
nal allegiance, but blood. Thus evolves
a treatise about loyalty in the trenches.

It’s a given. Policemen, probably
more than most other occupations,
suffer conflicts understood only by
their confederates. Factor in the dan-
ger, the constant exposure to life’s
underbelly and a public that frequently
sees them as the other side of the
same coin. It’s enough to make you
want to stop playing hero, or so goes
the rationalization.

But not Ray. At least we hope not.
OK, so Dad drinks a little now, and
maybe expects a bit much of his
boys…the Tierney tradition, y’know.
But for the most part, he inspired
them to a life of service. The question
is, just how much looking the other
way is acceptable before you have to
admit you’re just part of a big cha-
rade?

LaVeglia Headlines
Carriage Series

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series has invited the public to
attend a free poetry reading on Tues-
day, November 18, at 8 p.m. in the
Patricia Kuran Arts Center on Watson
Road, off North Martine Avenue, ad-
jacent to Fanwood Borough Hall.

The featured readers will be the
distinguished poets Deborah LaVeglia
of Cranford and Carole Stone.

Ms. LaVeglia holds a masters degree
in Poetics from NYU and has been
published in numerous journals. A fea-
tured poet at readings throughout the
tri-state area, she has been co-director
of a poetry series at the Barron Arts
Center in Woodbridge for 17 years.

Ms. Stone is an English professor
emerita at Montclair State Univer-
sity. Her latest poetry collections are
“Traveling with the Dead” and two
chapbooks, “Paris Etudes” and “More
Sweet, More Salt.”

The reading is free and open to the
public. An open mic will follow the
featured performance, and attendees
are encouraged to bring their own
poems to read.

For directions and additional infor-
mation, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.
For more information, call (908) 889-
7223 or (908) 889-5298.

Pride and Glory:
Shamelessly Typical

Expect no great philosophical de-
ductions. Mostly a cliché to hang its
hat on, director Gavin O’Connor’s plot
is more exploitative than commiser-
ate. While the duplicitous cops ratio-
nalize their wholesale butchery of un-
desirables and chant a mantra of the
ends justifying the means, the terror
they wreak smacks of a police state.

Equally disappointing, since we
learn early on just who the disingenu-
ous bulls are, there isn’t much mys-
tery here  either. Though, anyone who
can discern anything in this miasma
of dim lights and decrepit alleyways
deserves some sleuthing credit. But
all the dark filters in the world can’t
eclipse the glare of mediocre writing.

Even the bloodthirsty are in for a
let down. Yes, there’s plenty red dye 3
spilled, and one bathtub torture scene
alone surely earns the movie its R-
rating. But by today’s slice-and-dice
standards, it’s sheer entry level. Too
bad also for the evil-for-evil’s-sake
crowd. With nary a Professor Moriarty
or Anton Chigurh (Javier Bardem in
No Country for Old Men) among
them, these bad guys are just miser-
able wretches.

One ray of sunshine, however, is
the acting. It’s obvious to the four
principals that no performance could
redeem the dispiriting screenplay.
Anything extra, or perceived as grand-
standing, would surely boomerang.
Still, they are able to take advantage
of the script’s occasional safe havens.

Indeed, while it’s said that playing
drunks is easy, Voight nonetheless
adds his own brand of understated
resonance. And one particularly heart-
felt, father-son squabble between
Norton and Voight makes you wish
the film were better. But it is not.

Which leaves us with only a trough
of bad behavior, an endless landscape
of poverty inflamed by our Prohibi-
tion-like, gangster-breeding war on
drugs. More affecting than the drab
storyline, this tangential muckrake
begs our own detective work. Who
profits from the perennial ghetto?
Follow the money. Like the film, it
doubtfully leads to any Pride and
Glory.

* * *
Pride and Glory, rated R, is a New

Line Cinema release directed by
Gavin O’Connor and stars Jon Voight,
Edward Norton and Noah Emmerich.
Running time: 130 minutes.

Boys Scouts and NJWA
Form Co-ed Jazz Band

BANDING TOGETHER…Ted
Schlosberg, founder and executive di-
rector of the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts, and Jennifer Volz, Watchung
Mountain District Executive of the Boy
Scouts of America, have joined together
to offer an opportunity for young men
and women, ages 14 to 21, to become
members of the Venturing Crew 150
Jazz Band.

WESTFIELD – The Watchung
Mountain District of the Patriots Path
Council of the Boy Scouts of America
and the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts have collaborated to form a desig-
nated jazz band called “Venturing Crew
150.”

Open to residents of all counties,
Venturing Crew
150 will be a co-ed
group of musicians,
ages 14 to 21, that
plays one of the fol-
lowing instruments:
alto sax, tenor sax,
bari sax, trumpet,
trombone, electric
guitar, electric bass
guitar, string bass,
piano, drum set and
traps. The group is
also seeking vocal-
ists who sing pop or
jazz music.

Interested musi-
cians are invited to
an orientation on
Sunday, November
16, at 7:30 p.m. at
the New Jersey
Workshop for the
Arts studios at 150-
152 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Venturing Crew
150 will focus on playing a jazz reper-
toire, utilizing arrangements written for
a full jazz band.

According to Jennifer Volz,

Watchung Mountain District Execu-
tive, “Venturing is a co-ed program
within the Boy Scouts of America. It
presents a good opportunity for area
youth to come together in the apprecia-
tion of a selected field of study, in this
case the love of music. Venturing also
incorporates the values of scouting in

these endeavors.”
Ted Schlosberg,

founder and execu-
tive director of the
New Jersey Work-
shop for the Arts,
will direct the VC
150.

Comment ing
upon the collabo-
ration of both
groups, Dr.
Schlosberg said,
“The New Jersey
Workshop for the
Arts is delighted to
become a partner
with the Boy
Scouts in offering
this opportunity to
young musicians in
the surrounding
towns.”

For an applica-
tion or further in-
formation on Ven-
turing Crew 150,

call the NJWA at (908) 789-9696 or
visit the Westfield studios.

For more information, see
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Debbie Hoffman for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WARE TO BE....Shoppers admire pottery at the twice-a-year sale at Community
Presbyterian Church in Mountainside. More than 20 artisans sold their wares at
the recent event sponsored by the New Jersey Potters’ Guild.

County Hosts Arts-In-
Education Workshop

RAHWAY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
County’s Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, together with the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts
(NJSCA), will present a free techni-
cal assistance workshop on how to
apply for the Arts-In-Education (AIE)
teaching roster.

The workshop will take place
Wednesday evening, November 19,
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Union
County Performing Arts Center, lo-
cated at 1601 Irving Street in Rahway.

Detailed information will be pre-
sented regarding the eligibility and
application process for professional
artists of all disciplines. The AIE Ros-
ter provides long-term (minimum 20-
day) residencies in New Jersey
schools.

The NJSCA welcomes artists and
professional arts organizations in all

disciplines to attend the workshop.
This program is conducted in part-
nership with the AIE Consortium:
Arts Horizons and Young Audiences
of New Jersey.

 In addition, the New Jersey Writ-
ers Project provides short-term (5, 8
and 12-day) creative writing residen-
cies to New Jersey schools.

There is no charge for the work-
shop, but registration is recom-
mended.

 To register or to learn about other
programs, services and volunteer op-
portunities through the Office, con-
tact the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs at 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202.

Otherwise, e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org or call (908)
558-2550. NJ Relay users dial 711.
Assistive services are available on
request two weeks in advance.

Oratorio Singers Sponsor
Music at Methodist Church
WESTFIELD – Tunes and melo-

dies designed to please many musi-
cal palettes will be highlights of the
evening when the Oratorio Singers
present a benefit program on Friday,
November 14, at 7:30 p.m. in the
sanctuary of the First United Meth-
odist Church in Westfield.

Among the evening’s artists will
be the internationally renowned Hal-
cyon Trio, organist Trent Johnson,
trumpeter Lorne Graham, violinist
Alexandre Djokic, tenor Kerry
Stubbs and members of the Oratorio
Singers.

Proceeds from the event will as-
sist in the fundraising for the Orato-
rio Singers March 2009, concert
which will feature works by
Schubert, Beethoven and the pre-
miere of a new work by music direc-
tor Trent Johnson.

The list of selections for the
evening will include works for in-
strumental trio, Broadway vocal
works, J. S. Bach’s Chaconne for
Solo Violin, the Rondo in G for organ
of John Bull, Mozart’s Ave Verum
Corpus and choral excerpts from
Handel’s Messiah and Vivaldi’s
Gloria.

The Halcyon Trio, comprised of
violist Brett Deubner, clarinetist
Andy Lamy and pianist Gary
Kirkpatrick recently enjoyed suc-
cessful performances in New York,

Washington, D.C., Los Angeles,
Knoxville, Texas, North Carolina,
Maine, Amsterdam and Baden-
Wurtemberg.

In addition, they have commis-
sioned new works by many compos-
ers including Lalo Schifrin, Gary
Pratt and Mr. Johnson.

An organist and composer, Mr.
Johnson has performed organ recit-
als across the United States and Eu-
rope, including concerts at the Riv-
erside Church and St. Thomas
Church, Radio City Music Hall in
New York City, Washington National
Cathedral, Trinity Church Copely
Square in Boston and concerts and
premieres of his viola and trumpet
concertos in Kiev, Ukraine.

A tenor, Mr. Stubbs is a graduate
of Westminster Choir College and
has performed in Avery Fisher Hall
with the NY Philharmonic and
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestras.

A donation of $15 will be ac-
cepted at the door; otherwise, reser-
vations can be made for $12 by call-
ing (908) 656-7418 in advance of
the concert.

The First United Methodist Church
is located at 1 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Parking will be found in
the church lot off Ferris Place and in
nearby lots. For further information,
call (908) 233-4211 daily from 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Crescent Concerts Presents
Mendelssohn’s Elijah

WESTFIELD – Felix
Mendelssohn’s  oratorio Elijah will
be performed by the Crescent Cho-
ral Society Saturday evening, No-
vember 15, at 8
p.m. at the Cres-
cent Avenue Pres-
byterian Church,
located at
Watchung Avenue
at East Seventh
Street in
Plainfield. The
concert is the third
in this season’s
Crescent Concerts
Series.

Conducted by
Ronald Thayer,
director of music
at the church, the
chorus will be as-
sisted by four so-
loists: baritones
R i c h a r d
McElhiney and
Glen Crane, sing-
ing the role of
Elijah, soprano
D o r o t h y
Magliocca and
contralto Drude
Roessler.

Brenda Day of the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Metuchen will serve
as organ accompanist, utilizing the
Crescent Avenue’s giant 97 rank G.F.
Adams pipe organ.

Elijah and Handel’s Messiah are
the most popular works in the orato-
rio genre. Elijah is a special favorite
of amateur choirs, and parts of it can
often be heard in churches through-
out the country.

The catalyst for Elijah came in
1845 in the form of an invitation
from the city of Birmingham, En-

gland, for an oratorio to be performed
for its festival on August 26, 1846.
Mendelssohn had visited England
eight times previously and was a

favorite of English
audiences,as well
as of Queen
Victoria and
Prince Albert.

In return, the
composer felt
more at home in
England than in
his native country,
and so he gladly
accepted the invi-
tation and turned
to Elijah as the
work that he
would present.

One critic
wrote, “Never was
there a more com-
plete triumph.”
The following
y e a r ,
M e n d e l s s o h n
again traveled to
England and, be-
tween April 16
and 30, conducted
six performances

of a revised Elijah, the version that
has come down to the present.

Tickets at $20 ($15 for seniors and
$5 for students) may be purchased at
the door. Handicap access and large-
print programs will be available.
Crescent Concerts is committed to
ensuring that all its programs are
accessible to all.

Those who require a special ac-
commodation should call the church
office in advance at (908) 756-2468
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. on week-
days. Parking will be available in
church lots.

A COMPLETE TRIUMPH…Well-
known musicologist and conductor
Ronald Thayer will direct the Crescent
Choral Society with organ accompani-
ment in Mendelssohn’s oratorio Elijah.


