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GOP Panel Releases Plan
To Stimulate Economy

TRENTON — Assembly Republi-
can Policy Committee Chairman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) said last
week that his committee would pur-
sue implementation of a number of
suggestions they heard from mem-
bers of the business community as to
what steps the state could take to
create new jobs and stimulate eco-
nomic growth in New Jersey.

 “New Jersey’s economy is facing
its most challenging period in almost
two decades and we need to take both
long-term and short-term steps to pro-
mote job creation and economic
growth,” Mr. Bramnick said.

The Assembly Republican Policy
Committee will be introducing legis-
lation to abolish the 1 percent tax on
commercial-use real property valued
over $1 million, reform the sales tax
law on vehicles, postpone the imple-
mentation of the Paid Family Leave
Law, implement a training wage, and
expedite construction permitting pro-
cesses (A-3350).

Mr. Bramnick also said the state
should study a proposal to roll back
motor vehicle fees. Currently, car
buyers must pay a tax on each tire

(including the spare tire) and four
years of motor vehicle registration up
front regardless of how long the ve-
hicle might be retained.

These bills are in addition to the
Republican proposal to cut the state
sales tax in half during the holiday
shopping season and is in line with
the long-term economic growth pro-
posals contained in the Republican
“Common Sense Plan for an Afford-
able New Jersey.”
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MAKING CONTACT...Former Governor Dick Codey, second from left, was
honored by CONTACT We Care, at its first annual gala fundraiser, for the work
he has done on behalf of the mentally ill. Executive Director David Owens of
Westfield is pictured at right.

CONTACT Celebrates 33
Years of Providing Hope

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STIRLING – CONTACT We Care
(CONTACT), celebrating 33 years of
providing hope and saving lives
through its 24-hour crisis hotline, held
its first annual gala fundraiser last
week.

CONTACT spotlighted four hon-
orees, Senate President and former
governor Richard Codey, Mary Jo
Codey, the former First Lady of New
Jersey; Armin Szegedi, of Schering-
Plough Research Institute; and Rev-
erend Darla “Dee Dee” Turlington, a
Westfield resident and pastor.

CONTACT’s roots date back to the
early 1960s in Sydney, Australia. A
Methodist pastor, Alan Walker, re-
ceived a message from the local po-
lice that an old man was found dead in
his apartment in one of the poorer
sections of the city; he had left a note
addressed to Rev. Walker.

The man had listened to his Sunday
evening radio program, and the radio
was his only valuable possession.
When his radio was repossessed, the
man killed himself. His suicide note
read, “Nobody cares.”

Rev. Walker, in response, started a
confidential telephone service, Life-
line, in which callers could speak of
their problems, fears and hopes.

In the United States, Lifeline was
renamed CONTACT. CONTACT We
Care was founded in Westfield in
1975; its name acts as a direct re-
sponse to suicide’s statement that
“Nobody cares.”

At the gala event, held at the
Primavera Regency in Stirling,
CONTACT Executive Director
David Owens of Westfield deliv-
ered opening remarks after being
introduced by WNBC 4’s Brian
Thompson, the evening’s master of
ceremonies.

Mr. Owens, who serves as a hotline
volunteer, said, “We are seeing more
calls about fears of losing jobs, homes
and life savings.” He described a
“genuine suicide call” taken in late
October. The caller had been laid off
from a Wall Street job after 17 years
with the same firm.

“After a very long conversation with
our volunteers, it did give him reason
for hope and perseverance,” Mr.
Owens said. “He felt better at the end
of the call. He was thinking about his
daughter in college, and that helped
pull him around…we look for those
little hooks to give them some hope
for the future.”

Rev. Turlington, the senior pastor
at The First Baptist Church of
Westfield, was honored as a former
president of CONTACT’s board of
trustees and a 15-year supporter.

While going for her Master of Di-
vinity degree at Union Theological
Seminary in New York City, Rev.
Turlington encountered a theology
course that required fieldwork. It

turned out that Help Line of New
York City, a sister organization of
CONTACT, was located near her resi-
dence.

Rev. Turlington said she learned
effective listening skills, which she
has applied to all facets of her life.
Upon moving to Westfield, she of-
fered her services to CONTACT
and has assisted in interviewing pro-
spective telephone workers to en-
sure they are prepared for crisis
situations.

“The real honorees are the tele-
phone workers; they are the real voices
at the end of the line for hurting
people,” she said.

When Mr. Codey took office of the
Governor in 2004, he discovered that
the state’s Mental Health Crisis
hotline worked only on business days
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

“I was like – you’ve got to be kid-
ding me,” he said. “We changed that
immediately to 24/7. Something like
that shows us how much of a stigma
still exists and how we’re so behind in
so many ways.”

Mr. Codey also recounted an expe-
rience at Greystone Psychiatric Hos-
pital. In the middle of the summer,
Mr. Codey and state troopers carry-
ing thermometers visited the hospital
and found rooms with temperatures
above 100 degrees.

Within two weeks, every patient’s
room was equipped with air condi-
tioning. Since that time, a new hospi-
tal has been built with modern ameni-
ties.

As governor, his first official act
was to establish a taskforce on mental
health that advised him of the direc-
tion New Jersey should take in deliv-
ering improved services to its men-
tally ill residents. During his 14
months as governor, he was success-
ful in implementing more than 90
percent of the task force’s recom-
mendations.

The issue of mental health is per-
sonal for the Codey family. Mrs.
Codey suffered from clinical and post-
partum depression. Now, she helps
counsel women going through diffi-
cult situations.

“People need someone to talk to,”
Mr. Codey said. “It’s as simple as
that. [On behalf of my wife], I want to
thank you all from the bottom of my
heart.”

Keynote speaker Terry Wise de-
tailed her experience of being wid-
owed at 35 following her spouse’s
death from Lou Gehrig’s Disease
(ALS) and surviving a suicide at-
tempt.

The author of “Waking Up: Climb-
ing Through the Darkness,” Ms. Wise
said it was not her husband’s death
that prompted her to swallow 200
Percocet pills and 60 doses of mor-
phine with a pint of gin on Christmas
morning of 2000.

Rather, his death was a “catalyst”
for earlier memories of domestic vio-
lence and childhood sexual abuse.

While she said there is no “anti-
dote” for suicide, everyone can add to
their “arsenal” by finding hope.

Hope, Ms. Wise said, was discov-
ered through interacting with people.

“I’m a very private person, and I
needed to learn the value of talking,”
she said before acknowledging the
CONTACT phone workers. “You
can’t change your circumstances, but
talking to people can make you feel
less alone. The most important [ele-
ment] of my treatment was compas-
sion and feeling genuinely cared
about.”

She ended by reminding the audi-
ence, “Every time you prevent a
suicide, you save more than one
life.”

GOP Seeks Candidates
For State Assembly

AREA — The Union County Re-
publican Committee is seeking can-
didates for State Assembly for Legis-
lative District 22 in 2009.

The GOP seeks candidates who
say “Yes” to fiscal-responsibility, re-
form-mindedness, keeping
Muhlenberg Hospital open as a full
service hospital and a willingness to
represent the residents of the district
instead of special interests, accord-
ing to a GOP press release. “The
candidates should say ‘no’ to spend-
ers, truth benders and double-dip-
ping pension-padders,” according to
the GOP committee.

The 22nd District represents the
following municipalities in the New
Jersey Legislature: Clark, Fanwood,
Scotch Plains, Plainfield, Rahway,
Linden and Winfield in Union County;
North Plainfield and Green Brook in
Somerset County and Middlesex and
Dunellen in Middlesex County.

For more information on becom-
ing a candidate, contact Phil Morin,
Union County Republican Chair-
man, at (908) 789-0200 or e-mail a
note of interest to
unioncountygop@comcast.net.

The district is currently repre-
sented by Democrats, Senator Nick
Scutari  of Linden, Assemblywoman
Linda Stender of Fanwood amd As-
semblyman Jerry Green of
Plainfield.

Input Sought For
Revenue  Block Grant
SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor Mar-

tin Marks has announced a public
hearing will be held on the HUD
Revenue Sharing Block Grant,
XXXV Year funding on Tuesday,
November 24, 2008, at 7:30 p.m. in
Room 202 of the Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Applications for projects will be
available at Township Hall and in-
clude complete instructions concern-
ing project eligibility. Projects funded
throughout the 19 member munici-
palities include: housing rehabilita-
tion, neighborhood preservation, code
enforcement, senior citizens facili-
ties, child care facilities, and various
social service programs.
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County Receives $2.6 Mil.
Per Housing Recovery Act

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Freeholders last Thursday
considered a resolution for an addi-
tional $2.6 million in funding for the
current Fiscal Year from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) for the Neigh-
borhood Stabilization Program. The
resolution would amend the county’s
2008 Consolidated Action Plan,
which must be submitted to HUD by
the end of the year.

Union County’s funding is part of
$3.92-billion Housing and Economic
Recovery Act of 2008, a program that
provides “emergency assistance for
development of abandoned and fore-
closed homes and residential proper-
ties,” according to the HUD website.

According to Steve Merman, di-
rector for the division of planning
and community development, Union
County was one of only six govern-
ments in New Jersey to receive fund-
ing from the program. Bergen County,
the cities of Paterson, Newark and
Jersey City, and the state also were
awarded grants.

The award amounts were as fol-
lows: New Jersey, $51.5 million;
Paterson, $2.3 million; Newark, $3.4
million; Jersey City, $2.2 million,
and Bergen County, $2.1 million.
According to HUD, 4.8 percent of
Union County’s homes are in fore-
closure compared to the statewide
average of 4 percent. Bergen County’s
foreclosure rate is 2.5 percent.

Mr. Merman said Union County
would use $250,000 for a demolition
program for blighted properties,
$950,000 for a homebuyer’s program,
including assistance in buying fore-
closed and rehabilitated properties, $1.1

million for a rental property acquisition
program, and $200,000 on administra-
tion costs for the program, including
housing counseling and services.

In other business, Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi requested an ad-
ditional $25,000 for a contract with
B&B Press of Somerville to cover print-
ing of absentee ballots for the 2008
General Election due to a 50 percent
jump in requests for absentee ballots
that exceeded the initial contract.

She said 15,000 absentee ballots
were requested for the General Elec-
tion, 11,000 of which were submitted
by the 8 p.m. Election Night deadline
to be counted as votes. The $25,000 is
in addition to the $66,000 contract
approved to B & B in May by the
freeholders for the General and Pri-
mary Elections.

The board is expected to vote on
the above resolutions tonight, as well
as on a $3.5-million contract with
Oak Brook, Ill.-based Veolia Trans-
portation Services, Inc. for the
county’s Paratransit and Route 22
shuttle programs. The county received
$1.9 million in state and federal grants
for the program. The county will pro-
vide the remaining $1.4 million for
the contract.

In addition, the board will vote on
a resolution to enter into an intergov-
ernmental contract with Fanwood so
the borough can “utilize the Verizon
pricing for local tolls and tariff dis-
counts.”

“It is going to be a cost savings to the
Borough of Fanwood,” said Kathy
Villaggio, director of the bureau of data
processing and telecommunications.

Freeholder Rayland Van Blake said
he wanted to have the program ex-
tended to other cities so they can
receive similar savings.


