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Parents, School Officials
Discuss SPF – Shabazz Game

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Parents of
students in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) foot-
ball team held a meeting on Novem-
ber 5, to discuss their concerns over
the situation surrounding the Raid-
ers’ game with Malcolm X. Shabazz
High School in Newark.

In addition to parents, local school
officials were also in attendance, in-
cluding SPFHS Principal David
Heisey, Assistant Principal for Ath-
letics Rob Harmer, Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes, School
Board President Trip Whitehouse and
Head Football Coach Steve Ciccotelli.

During the meeting, Mr. Heisey
explained to parents the series of
events that transpired after the game
was cancelled following a string of
shootings in Newark on October 24.
Mr. Heisey said Newark rejected of-
fers by Scotch Plains-Fanwood to
play the game on October 27, either
in Scotch Plains or Union. Mr. Heisey
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times on Monday that the start of the
game had been moved to 4 p.m. from
the originally proposed 5:30 p.m.

After Scotch Plains-Fanwood re-
jected a 7:30 p.m. game at Untermann
Field in Newark on October 27,
Watchung Conference athletic di-
rectors met to discuss possibilities

for replaying the game.
Mr. Heisey said at that meeting a

vote to award a forfeit was taken and
split five to five. The conference also
suggested the possibility of playing
the game on either November 4 or 5.
Mr. Heisey said this proposal was
unacceptable since it would have
meant playing three games in 10 days,
while New Jersey State Interscholas-
tic Athletic Association (NJSIAA)
rules prohibit a team from playing
three games in nine days.

“It may not violate the NJSIAA
rule literally, but in the spirit of the
rule it was not a wise decision,” Mr.
Heisey said.

On November 3, Mr. Heisey said
the two districts reached a tentative
agreement to play the game at
Untermann Field on November 21, at

5:30 p.m. Parents had requested a
time change at last week’s meeting.
Although the game comes too late in
the season to affect the team’s power
points and play-off hopes, Mr. Heisey
said he felt playing the game is still
important, particularly since the dis-
trict has remaining games against
Shabazz in other sports this school
year.

“I’m of the sense that we are a
member of the conference and we’ve
had some great games with Malcolm
X. Shabazz,” Mr. Heisey said.

Parents expressed concern over the
safety of both spectators and players
at the game and also what they felt
was the biased portrayal of SPFHS in
media coverage of the game. Parents
also said that they felt the game had

FW Council Approves
Environmental Contract
By RAYNOR DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — During a special
meeting on November 3, the
Fanwood Borough Council voted to
award an environmental assessment
contract to EcolSciences, an envi-
ronmental services company located
in Rockaway.

The contract is to provide sam-
pling and soil testing at the former
site of the Livingston-Wilbur machine
shop at 238 South Avenue, which was
purchased by the borough in Septem-
ber for $1.6 million. EcolSciences
will be paid roughly $9,750 for their
services. Mayor Colleen Mahr said
the testing is part of the process as the
borough looks to sell the property.

During the meeting, Borough En-
gineer Joseph Pryor said that testing
by Brinkerhoff Environmental Ser-
vices at a site adjacent to the

Livingston-Wilbur property “con-
firmed that there were contaminants
in excess of DEP standards.” The
primary contaminants in question are
hydrocarbons, which, according to
the Environmental Protection Agency
website, can be caused from burning
fossil fuels among other things.

Ms. Mahr said the elevated levels
of contaminants were expected be-
cause property near the site was pre-
viously used for industrial purposes,
although it is not believed that it ini-
tiated from the Livingston-Wilbur
property. Ms. Mahr said the company
will “basically do a field investiga-
tion and reporting,” which the bor-
ough will then take into consider-
ation moving forward.

“We’ve got to know what we’re
dealing with before we can deal with
it,” Councilwoman Donna Dolce
said.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VICTORY... Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, poses with, from left to right,
outgong Councilman Bruce Walsh, Councilman-elect Russell  Huegel, Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell and Councilwoman Donna Dolce during an Election
Night celebration. Not pictured is Council President Joan Wheeler, who was re-
elected, but was unable to attend the election night celebration after falling and
injuring herself while campaigning. Mr. Huegel will be be sworn into a a three-
year term at the council’s reorganization meeting in January. Ms. Wheeler will
be sworn into her second term on the borough council.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FREEDOM IS NOT FREE...On Veterans Day in Scotch Plains, Don Wussler, right, unveils a new clock in honor of fellow
Korean War veterans.  Inscribed on the new clock is the phrase “Freedom is not Free.”  Mr. Wussler, who had spearheaded
the fundraising, when addressing the large crowd of veterans and town officials, said he had exceeded his initial goal of $15,000.
“It’s been a long time coming, but it was worth it,” he told the crowd. To commemorate the festivities, Westfield Bell ringer
Jack Panosh, back, brought the Westfield Town Bell to Scotch Plains. To view pictures online, see goleader.com/photos.

Michael Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LET FREEDOM SING...The Harmony Grits perform “The National Anthem” in
acapella fashion during Veterans Day festivities in Scotch Plains. Pictured, left to
right, are: Allan Betau, David McFall, Matt Snodgrass, Jeff Maglietta and David
Powers.

Michael Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THOSE WHO SERVED...Area veterans confer and reminisce prior to the
Veterans Day festivities in Scotch Plains.

Area Voting Favors DEM
For President, GOP Locally

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Eighteen of the 21 mu-
nicipalities in Union County shared
unofficial November 4 General Elec-
tion results with the newspaper. Un-
official results do not include the pro-
visional ballots counted after the polls
closed. Visit goleader.com to see vot-
ing tallies, including those by ward or
district for council, freeholder, House
of Representatives, senator, and presi-
dential elections, for Berkeley
Heights, Clark, Cranford, Fanwood,
Hillside, Kenilworth, Linden,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Plainfield, Rahway, Roselle, Roselle
Park, Scotch Plains, Springfield, Sum-
mit Union, and Westfield.

See page 10 for voting by districts
in Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

For Scotch Plains, though voters
swayed Democrat in the presidential,
senate and House of Representatives
races, when it came to local govern-
ment, voters shifted their ally to Re-
publican.

In Summit, Republicans swept the
seats, except for the office of the
President of the United States where,
again, the city voted with the national
consensus.

John Russitano, a Westfield resi-
dent, was a favored Republican free-
holder candidate in municipalities
such as Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Westfield, Cranford and Summit with
second-term runner Nancy Ward of
Linden beating out her fellow Demo-

crat candidates in the race in those
municipalities.

In Fanwood, Democrats were the
party of choice overall. Sen. Frank
Lautenberg won by a slim margin of
74 votes over Dick Zimmer. Linda
Stender, a borough resident and the
town’s former mayor, was the pre-
ferred Seventh District representa-
tive by 264 votes over Leonard Lance.
For freeholder, Republicans inched
their way in with Mr. Russitano and
Joseph Franchino taking two of the
top three seats among borough vot-
ers, with Ms. Ward coming in as the
Democratic choice.

In the Town of Westfield, voters
voiced their want for change by giv-
ing President-elect Barack Obama the
lead over Senator John McCain, but
stayed the course in the town’s Re-
publican sway in the senate, House of
Representatives and freeholder seats.

In Cranford, voters were split lo-
cally, favoring Democrat Dan
Aschenbach, a former councilman and
mayor of the township, and Republi-
can Mark Dugan in a tight race for
township committee. This vote
changed the township governing body
make-up of an all-Republican com-
mittee to that of 4-1.

Voter turnout on average, from the
eight towns — Cranford, Fanwood,
Westfield, Summit, Scotch Plains,
Rahway, New Providence and
Mountainside — that included voter
turnout figures, was 74 percent. Scotch
Plains drew the most with 81 percent.

Fw Board Approves Storage
Of Oversized Boat on Lot

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Plan-
ning and Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment last month approved a variance
application brought before the board
by Hunter Avenue residents, Alice
and Antonio Rocha, to allow storage
of an oversized boat on their prop-
erty.

The board, which had initially de-
nied the application, told the couple
that their recreational camper in their
driveway would have to be stored
elsewhere. In its initial denial, the
board cited a borough ordinance,
which restricts residential lots to one
recreational vehicle.

After the denial, Mr. And Mrs.
Rocha amended their application, at
the board’s recommendation, to re-
quest the variance for just the over-
sized boat. Board members noted that
the boat was only three feet over the
size limitation of the ordinance, at 21
feet long, which, they said, was not a
significantly detrimental difference.

Steven Stanislo, the Rocha’s next-
door neighbor, who resides at 156
Hunter Avenue, objected to the ap-
proval of the application. He told

board members that Mr. Rocha was
disrupting his quality of life by start-
ing the boat up early in the morning,
causing excessive noise and engine
fumes to enter his home.

He cited a police report, in which
he reported the excessive noise to the
police on May 20 of this year. When
Mrs. Rocha noted that Mr. Stanislo
revved the engine of his motorcycle
numerous times and that landscapers
also started their engines early in the
morning in the neighborhood, Mr.
Stanislo retorted that they had licenses
for their vehicles and he loudly ex-
claimed, “This is not a marina.” Mr.
Rocha replied that Mr. Stanislo has
been making his life “miserable” for
the past 10 years.

The lack of a proper variance ap-
proval came to light when Mr. Stanislo
brought the matter to the attention of
the borough’s zoning officer.

The board discussed with their at-
torney, Robert Renaud, if the noise or
just the size of the boat was the issue.
The board decided that all relevant
evidence could be taken into consid-
eration.

Mr. And Mrs. Rocha told the board
that storing the boat or the camper
elsewhere would be an extreme hard-
ship. Board members noted, how-
ever, that the benefit to the commu-
nity must outweigh the detriment to
permit a variance for two recreational
vehicles on one lot. Because the
Rochas could not offer any benefit to
the community, the initial variance
request was denied in favor of the
amended one recommended by the
board at this meeting.

The board’s next regular meeting
will be held on November 19. Both
meetings will be held in the Borough
Council Chambers at 7:30 p.m.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED...Don
Wussler dedicates the Scotch Plains
Korean War Memorial Clock.

Fanwood Changes Zoning
For Former Internet Café Site

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr, at the borough council’s regu-
lar monthly meeting Tuesday night,
reported that the planning board has
amended the zoning classification for
the former Internet Café building and
another adjacent property.

Both vacant properties are located
downtown at the corner of South and
Martine Avenues. Seen as key pieces
of the ongoing redevelopment project,
both properties were sold over the

summer.
As amended, Mayor Mahr said the

new, three-story development – origi-
nally planned for “mixed use” in-
cluding some residential units – would
be called Fanwood Plaza; it will fea-
ture ground-level retail stores with
the second and third levels consisting
of offices.

“This is a very good thing for our
town, because the residential market
is not real hot right now,” Mayor
Mahr said. “But there’s always a need
for office space,” she said, pointing to

the site’s location right across the
street from the train station.

The mayor said demolition work
could get underway in early 2009,
once the permitting process is com-
plete.

“This is just one more step moving
forward toward the vibrant down-
town that I know the public supports
and wants to see,” Mayor Mahr said.

In other business, the governing
body held a first reading on a measure
that would establish and regulate fees
and fines pertaining to home security
system false alarms.

Under the proposed ordinance, resi-
dents would be fined after three false
alarms – and only after they received
a warning and an explanation of the
regulations.

In addition, homeowners installing
new alarm systems would have to pay
the town a registration fee; those with
existing systems would be exempt
from them as long as they registered
their systems within six months of
the ordinance taking effect.

“The police were really driving this
ordinance because of the [increasing]
number of false alarms,” Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell said.

The council will hold a second
reading on the measure at next
month’s regular meeting on Tuesday,
December 9.

The governing body also approved
a resolution to “piggyback” onto the
county’s Verizon telephone plan with
an eye toward cutting costs. The Board
of Chosen Freeholders is scheduled
to vote on a similar resolution to-
night.

“We’ve projected about a 30 per-
cent savings in our local phone bills,”
Mayor Mahr said.

Councilwoman Donna Dolce re-
ported that the borough’s revamped
permit and fee-based bulk waste
pickup program “has been successful
under its new format.”

Ms. Dolce said 83 tons of bulk
waste was picked up from about 400
residential curbsides this fall, com-
pared to 218 tons last year, when the
program was free.

However, last time, Ms. Dolce said
the program cost the borough $30,000,
while this year it resulted in $16,000
in revenue.

The governing body also approved
on second reading a public safety
ordinance that establishes salary
ranges for civilian police dispatch-
ers.

Councilman Bruce Walsh said, “We
hope to hire [them] in the very near
future.”

Mayor Mahr added that the inten-
tion is to free up the borough’s police
officers away from dispatch duties so
they can be “out in the cars, on the
street…instead of behind a desk or
answering phones.”

During the Tuesday night’s public
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


