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John List, Westfield Murderer,
Dies at 82 After 18 Yrs. In Prison
By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TRENTON — John List, the
Westfield man who murdered his wife,
three children and mother in 1971 in
their Hillside Avenue home, died on
Friday, March 21, at St. Francis Medical Center in Trenton, at the age of 82.
He served 18 years of a life prison at
New Jersey State Prison in Trenton.
“The Mercer County Medical
Examiner’s Office determined in an
autopsy that the cause of death was a
massive blood clot obstructing blood
flow to both lungs,” said spokesman
Pete Daly. “He had been hospitalized
for severe pneumonia.”
“It’s an ending to a terrible tragedy,” Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow said. “This is truly closure to that case.”
List murdered his wife Helen, 46,
his mother Alma, 84, and his three
children, Patty, 16, John, 15, and Fred,
13, on November 9, 1971.
Charlie Haller, the Westfield patrolman who found the bodies on December 7, 1971, after getting a report from
Patty’s drama coaches, said, “I figured
sooner or later he was going to die.
Even at the trial he didn’t look good.”
Mr. Haller added that he was surprised
List was not killed in prison.
Mr. Haller said he would never
forget the day he walked into the
ballroom of the home and saw the
sleeping bags with the bodies lined
up. “I thought it was kids sleeping,”
he said. “I grabbed her arm (Helen
List) to check for a pulse and immediately realized she was dead.”
List was a fugitive for 18 years
when he was featured on the Fox
television show “America’s Most

Wanted” (AMW) in 1989. The show
featured a bust of what it was assumed that List had looked like in
1989 which eventually led to his capture and arrest in Richmond, Va.
John Walsh, the host of AMW, told
The Westfield Leader, “John List died

John E. List

exactly where he should have – in
prison. His arbitrary death sentences
on members of his own family, and
his subsequent life of freedom for the
18 years between his committing the
crime and his capture, shows that evil
walks amongst us every day. I pray
that John List’s innocent victims, are
now able to forever rest in peace.”

Current Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau was in minth grade when the
murders happened, but the case was
something that always captured his
attention. “It was such a horrible
crime,” he said. “His death doesn’t
add anything to it.”
The Devlin family lived next door
to the Lists. David Devlin recalls that
List was a “cold guy.”
“My dad and I went over to welcome
them to the neighborhood. We had an
apple pie,” David Devlin said. “List
peered through the door and said, ‘thank
you, but we like to keep to ourselves.’”
“I feel so bad about everything,”
David Devlin continued. “I don’t think
my initial reaction [to his death]
should be ‘I’m glad’ because that
would bring me to his level. I can say
he was a monster.”
“I was living in the city at the time,
and my mother used to call me and
tell me to move home because the city
was so dangerous,” Wende Devlin
Gates said. “Then a horrific murder
happened next door to my childhood
home. My parents were horrified.”
Nick Devlin’s wife, Libby, grew up
down the street on Highland Avenue.
“My friend and I were delivering political flyers around the time the murders
happened. Nobody answered the door
at the big house on Hillside. The house
was spooky, and my friend looked in
the window of what probably the ballroom and said, ‘It looks like dead bodies in there,’” she said. “We brushed it
off until we heard about the murders
weeks later. I couldn’t sleep in my own
room for three months.”
“I think of that family buried at
Fairview Cemetery,” Libby Devlin
added. “I’m glad he’s gone. Now

From The Westfield Leader archives - www.goleader.com/list

MURDERED LIST FAMILY...John List murdered his wife, Helen, 46, (right); his mother, Alma, 84, (not shown); and his
three children, (left to right), Patty, 16; John, 15; and Fred, 13, on November 9, 1971 in Westfield.

Council OKs Equipment
Purchase for FD and PD
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Borough Council approved an ordinance on Tuesday authorizing the
use of $75,000 from the borough’s
capital improvement fund for the
purchase of new equipment for the
borough’s fire and police departments.
The money will go towards the
purchase of a new Dictaphone to
replace the one currently in use at
the police department, a new fire
alarm to bring the fire department
up to code, an exhaust system for
the fire department to prevent soot
build up and to protect the health of
firefighters and a digital fingerprint
scanner, which is required by the
Union County Prosecutor’s office
for the borough to transport prisoners to the county jail.

Council members stressed that
the funds used to purchase the equipment will not result in any tax increase for borough residents since
funding will come from the capital
improvement fund.
“The money in this ordinance is
money that was there, that is specifically for this type of equipment,”
Borough Council President
Kathleen Villaggio said. “We are
not bonding additional money for
this ordinance.”
Councilman Keith Sluka said it is
in the best interest of the borough to
update this equipment since waiting too long to do so can result in
higher costs down the road.
“Sometimes good money spent is
better than no money spent,” Mr.
Sluka said.
The council also approved three
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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PLENTY OF ROOM...The newly renovated Union County Performing Arts
Center in Rahway is spacious and luxurious as evidenced while the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School Jazz Band practices there on March 19.

hopefully that family can rest now.”
Alma List is buried in her native
Michigan. Speculation is that List
will be buried with his mother, though
the Mercer County spokesman said
in a Tuesday interview, “No one has
stepped forward to claim the body as
of today and we have not had any
contact from any family members.”
“He was a sick, sick religious
zealot,” said Timothy Benford, a
Mountainside resident who co-wrote
the 1991 book “Righteous Carnage”
about the case. “He was truly
Westfield’s boogeyman and Frankenstein.” He added that there is “no
sorrow” with his death.
List was a devout Lutheran and belonged to Redeemer Lutheran Church
in Westfield and wrote a letter of confession to the church’s pastor Eugene
A. Rehwinkel that was found shortly
after the discovery of the bodies. The
church would not comment when informed of List’s death.
“I don’t think he’ll be missed,” said
Joe Spector, owner of the Leader Store
in Westfield. “This guy was obvi
ously in his own little world – and
a dangerous one at that.”
“If it weren’t for the artist’s rendering, he might never have been caught,”
Mr. Spector added. “The family didn’t
have a chance to live full lives.”
“It was very exciting to work at The
Westfield Leader when he was captured,” former reporter Ellen Brandt
said. “I went to the trial. It really
doesn’t matter that he died.”
“You can imagine being a kid in the
town when that happened,” Ms. Brandt
continued. “My sister and I were scared.
Imagine a father killing his kids because he had financial problems.”
List had lost his job and couldn’t
make payments on his mortgage. A
fire at the house in 1972 revealed,
what The Westfield Leader called, the
biggest irony of all: The glass ceiling
in the ball room was a signed Tiffany
original. That alone would have taken
care of List’s debts.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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SPRING IS HERE...A large crowd turns out for the Lions Club Annual Easter Egg Hunt with favorable weather at
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield last Saturday.

WFBOE Approves Final Budget of
$86.6 Mil.; Staff Cuts Announced
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) announced
last week it had to cut staff to meet the
state-approved budget for 2008-2009,
totaling $86,585,234, which includes
debt service amounting to $2,900,048
and special revenue of $1,945,967.
The general fund tax levy totals
$75,086,661, with debt service
amounting to $2,231,527, for a total
of $77,318,188 to be raised in taxes.
The public will vote on the general
fund tax levy on Tuesday, April 15.
The tax rate increase is above the 4
percent state cap at 4.59 percent,
which translates to a tax increase on
the average assessed home of $324 in
school tax.
Union County Superintendent of
Schools Carmen Centuolo, a state
official, informed the BOE that it had
to reduce its proposed budget by
$840,000 from the spending plan submitted in February. In the past month,
the BOE had made suggested cuts of
$654,000 to its initial budget. With
the state’s mandated reductions, the
BOE had to go back to the drawing
board and find other items to cut to
make up for the $186,000 balance.
Anne Riegel, BOE finance committee chairman, said, “We tried to
not cut teaching positions. That’s
where our priorities were.”
However, the board said it is cutting four to five of the consolidated
teaching positions for gifted and talented and basic skills classes. Some
of the other positions include the intermediate school student assistant
counselor, maintenance and custodial staff, about three library paraprofessionals, six paraprofessionals district-wide, five paraprofessionals for
the summer program and the Wilson
Elementary School assistant principal – a position board officials said is
“relatively new and no longer required.”
Ms. Riegel said that the board made
some cuts at Wilson School because
enrollment has dropped. These cuts
total a cost savings of $394,718 and
health insurance savings of $146,000.
The board included no new teaching positions for this upcoming school
year, so these are all existing jobs.

Dolan to Hold Meetings
To Discuss Budget
WESTFIELD – Margaret Dolan,
superintendent of the Westfield Public Schools, will hold nine public
meetings at each of the district’s
schools in April to discuss the 20082009 budget that was approved by the
board of education on March 19.
The public is invited to attend anyone of the following meetings:
McKinley, 500 First Street,
Wednesday, April 2, 7 p.m.;
Tamaques, 641 Willow Grove Road,
Friday, April 4, 2:30 p.m.; Jefferson,
1200 Boulevard, Monday, April 7, 7
p.m.; Washington, 900 St. Marks
Avenue, Tuesday, April 8, 7 p.m.;
Franklin, 700 Prospect Street,
Wednesday, April 9, 7 p.m.; Westfield
High School, 550 Dorian Road,
Wednesday, April 9, 8:15 p.m.; Wilson, 301 Linden Avenue, Thursday,
April 10, 7 p.m.; Roosevelt, 301 Clark
Street, Thursday, April 10, 8:15 p.m.;
Edison, 800 Rahway Avenue, Monday, April 14, 7 p.m.

It also condensed the amount of
technology upgrades, reducing the
budget by $99,035. The spending limits include 50 new laptops for teachers, instead of the requested 125.
“Technology replacements have
been delayed continuously for three
to four years,” Board Chairman Ginny
Leiz said. “We are at a point now
when we are trying to keep our equipment alive.”
Board Business Administrator Robert Berman said in a comparative
study of other towns in the state for
the 2006-2007 school year, the latest
year for which information is available, Westfield’s per pupil spending
is below average at $11,030 per student, where the state’s average is

$12,150.
Part of the board’s spending increases includes the introduction of
the Early Childhood Learning Center
at Lincoln School. The board stated
that funding for state employee pensions was a struggle. For the last five
years the board was mandated by the
state to pay into the under-funded
state pensions, and going forward the
board will only have to pay a much
smaller amount, in comparison.
“Any large increase should go
away,” Mr. Berman said. “We should
be in a much better position a year
from now.”
The next board meeting will be
held at 8 p.m. on Tuesday, April 1, at
the board’s offices at 302 Elm Street.

GW BOE Sets 2008-2009
School Budget at $8.3 Mil.
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Board of Education unveiled its 20082009 school budget, totaling
$8,256,284, during a special meeting
at Washington School last Thursday
night.
The school tax levy of $6,074,104
will be presented to voters on April
15.
The board unanimously approved
the budget, which is awaiting authorization from the county superintendent. After that, it goes to the voters
for approval during the April 15 election.
On April 15, the polls will be open
from 2 to 9 p.m.
The budget appropriates $7.6 million for the 2008-2009 spending plan.
The $8.3-million budget breaks
down into $7.6 million in spending,
$523,089 for debt service associated
with the bond for school construction
and $143,095 in special spending,
funded by federal grants.
The Garwood school spending will
be paid for largely by local property
taxes, supplemented with state aid
and federal grants. The total property
tax levy in the proposed budget is
$6,588,420 – 80 percent of the bill.
The property tax proposed by the
board is an increase of approximately

4 percent over last year – the maximum permitted by state directive. This
will result in a school tax increase of
12.6 points per $100,000 of assessment ($126 increase per $100,000).
In preparing the budget, board
members stressed that their main goal
was to ensure that no services were
cut.
“It’s important to us that we didn’t
have to sacrifice anything this year,”
said Adele Lewis, president of the
Garwood Board of Education.
The budget presentation included a
slideshow of pictures that acting superintendent Teresa Quigley said was
meant to show taxpayers the programs they help to fund.
“We have to thank the taxpayers of
this community because you have
given us so much,” said Ms. Quigley.
One of the major increases in spending for the district this year is associated to special education.
Federal law requires that districts
provide education for special-needs
children from the age of 3 until 21.
Since Garwood lacks a program to
address those with special needs, it
must send children out of district at a
cost of $25,000 per pupil, plus transportation costs.
According to the presentation, the
borough spends $874,791 annually
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Raynor Denitzio for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLOSE ATTENTION...Garwood Board of Education members pay close attention to budget discussions last Thursday. Pictured, left to right, are board
members: Sandro Villaraut, Gary Maher and Monty Brown.
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Garwood
School Tax
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

on special education and receives only
$102,788 in federal funding, through
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).
The borough anticipates cost increases this year due to energy,
healthcare, transportation, teachers’
union negotiations and special charges
associated with the opening of the
new Union County Vocational Technical Schools Academy for the Performing Arts this fall.
In hopes of lowering special-education costs in the future, Ms. Quigley
said that the borough would start its
own special-education pre-school
program next year.
Although this program will require
the hiring of a special-education
teacher and aide, Ms. Quigley said
that this program would allow the
borough to bring students who presently travel out of district back into
the Garwood system.
“I think that’s very good foresight,”
said Kathleen Villaggio, president of
the Garwood Borough Council and
liaison to the Board of Education.

Garwood Council
OKs Equipment Purchase
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

other ordinances on the evening. One
ordinance creates the position of zoning officer for the borough. Among
the duties of the officer will be responsible for Land Use code enforcement, providing guidance on
zoning matters, reviewing construction permits and collecting fees for
planning board applications.
The council also passed an ordinance to amend parking regulations
on Maple and Chestnut Streets. The
ordinance prohibits parking on
Chestnut Street and the western side
of Maple Street within 20 feet of a
driveway between North and Second Avenues. Parking is also prohibited on the eastern side of Maple
near Second Avenue and on the eastern and western side of Chestnut
Street near North Avenue. The ordinance also establishes two-hour
parking limits on the eastern and
western sides of Chestnut Street
and the west side of Maple Street in
the areas where parking is not prohibited.
The council also voted to approve

MS BOE Cancels Budget
Presentation Meeting
By KATHERINE EMIRE-NIEVES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
Mountainside Board of Education
cancelled, at the last minute, its public meeting Tuesday night.
The meeting had been scheduled
for the purpose of presenting the proposed 2008-2009 school budget. According to Chief School Administrator Richard O’Malley, the meeting
has been rescheduled for tonight,
Thursday, March 27, at 6 p.m.
Mr. O’Malley told The Westfield
Leader that he would not answer any
questions in relation to the cancellation.
Mr. O’Malley is leaving the school
district, accepting a four-year contract to take the position of superintendent of the Matawan-Aberdeen
regional school district.
Mr. O’Malley gave his 120 days
notice and is free to leave on June 12.
The borough’s school system proposed a $14.8-million budget, supported by $12.6 million in taxes.
Below is the e-mail, received at
6:31 p.m. Tuesday night from Roderic

McLaughlin, Mountainside Board of
Education administrator:
“Rescheduled Public Budget Meeting and Board Meeting - Notice is
hereby given to the legal voters of the
Borough of Mountainside…that the
Board of Education Meeting will meet
in the Media Center, Beechwood
School, 1497 Woodacres Drive,
Mountainside, NJ on Thursday,
March 27, 2008 at 6 p.m., at which
time the school budget for the 20082009 will be presented.
“A copy of the budget may be seen
at the office of the Board Secretary,
1497
Woodacres
Drive,
Mountainside, New Jersey on Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. A
copy of the same will also be available at the public hearing for the
information of those attending…
“This Board of Education approved
“tentative” budget is being presented
for advertising prior to Executive
County Superintendent/County Superintendent approval. The budget will be
approved by the Executive County
Superintendent/County Superintendent prior the Public Hearing.”

Cranford Reviews DPW
Downtown Coordinators
By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — At a four-hour
public workshop meeting, in which
nearly three hours were occupied by
closed executive session, the Cranford
Township Committee spent the majority of its public time discussing the
Downtown Maintenance Report for
the township and how it would affect
the department of public works
(DPW).
Township Engineer Rick Marsden
presented multiple engineering updates, most prominent of which was
the report on downtown maintenance.
Mr. Marsden, who has worked on
the report since June of last year, said
that in order to meet the township and
Downtown
Management
Corporation’s (DMC) goals, the DPW
would have to devote 17 percent of its
total hours to downtown maintenance.
Mr. Marsden further explained that
the workforce had not grown in recent years and, as such, was comprised of older workers.
However, the downtown area required 100 percent more work than
the other areas of Cranford, despite
only making up 10 percent of the

School Budget Info
Featured on TV36, Web
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
school district’s video entitled “Preserving the Quality of our Town’s
Schools: Westfield Public Schools
Budget Forum 2008” is airing on TV36 now through Tuesday, April 15,
the day of the school election.
The video features Westfield High
School student Catherine Marvin interviewing Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan, Board of Education
President Ginny Leiz and Board Finance Chair Anne Riegel in a discussion of the challenges and decisions
that led to the final budget that the
board approved on March 19.
The TV schedule is: Tuesday and
Thursday: noon, 4:30 and 11 p.m.;
Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 7 p.m.;
Saturday: 2, 4:30 and 11 p.m.; Sunday: 2, 4:30 and 7 p.m.
Budget and election information is
available at westfieldnjk12.org.
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township, according to Mr. Marsden.
He said the downtown requires constant cleaning, sweeping, vacuuming
and storage maintenance. However,
45 percent of the needed manpower
was used for general town maintenance, according to Mr. Marsden.
As a result, Mr. Marsden further
suggested that since the DPW workers were not experts in street maintenance, that the township should contract out general maintenance, and
the DPW workers should be assigned
to the downtown area as downtown
coordinators. He said by using general contracting, the township would
have a 15-percent savings, free up
560 man-hours from the DPW, and it
could also sign a general contract for
$100,000, as opposed to the $170,000
for the DPW.
In addition, Mr. Marsden mentioned that an independent contractor
could be used in other areas, such as
a parking garage.
One member of the public made
comments about the expenditure of
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority, earlier in the meeting.
Soon after hearing Mr. Marsden’s
report, the council went into a closed
executive session to discuss other
township issues. According to a
memorandum, the agenda included:
litigation on Cranford Building Associates and Cranford Avenue, LLC
v. the Township of Cranford; contractual issues on the riverfront redevelopment project, the Hanson House
lease renewal and an update on CWA
unionization; personal matters about
the municipal court, engineering department, police department and the
DMC review committee.

Fleyzor Discusses
College Do’s, Don’ts
SCOTCH PLAINS –Angela Fleyzor,
president of College Choice Consultants LLC, will conduct a free parentstudent college workshop, “College
Admissions Do’s and Don’ts,” at the
Scotch Plains Public Library on Thursday, April 10, between 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Mrs. Fleyzor will discuss topics such
as choosing between the SAT or ACT,
the necessity of SAT II’s, the fit of
certain colleges and universities, which
type of application is preferable and the
declaration of majors, among other topics.
Mrs. Fleyzor has been an educator
for more than 35 years, working the last
10 years with parents and high school
students as a private college consultant.
In 2004, she was listed in Who’s
Who Among American Teachers for
her high standards of academic excellence.
To reserve a seat, call the library at
(908) 322-5007 or contact Mrs. Fleyzor
at (732) 381-9685 or e-mail
afleyzor@gmail.com. Parents are encouraged to attend with their high school
student.

an ordinance to allow for alternate
members to the borough’s board of
recreation. The two alternate members will be appointed in the same
way as regular members.
During the meeting, Mayor Dennis McCarthy presented former borough council member Charles
Lombardo with a certificate from
the New Jersey State League of
Municipalities honoring him as a
member of the Elected Officials Hall
of Fame. Mr. Lombardo served as
an elected official in Garwood for
more than 20 years and is currently
a commissioner on the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority.
During the public portion of the
meeting, resident Bruce Paterson
said Debbie McCarthy, the mayor’s
wife, receives payment from the
Municipal Alliance grants for her
work as the chairwoman of the
Municipal Alliance. Mr. Paterson
said he felt this was “unethical” and
that the fee paid was excessive.
Mayor McCarthy responded that
if Mr. Paterson looked back at older
records for the Municipal Alliance,
he would see that the policy of paying a coordinator is not new.
He said another woman ran the
Municipal Alliance for many years
and when she stepped down, Mayor
McCarthy’s wife and another
woman volunteered to take over the
role. He said the other resident eventually stepped down, leaving Mrs.
McCarthy to run the Alliance.
The Mayor also said that there is
a line item for the coordinator in the
municipal budget and a line item
for “every dime” that goes into that
budget. The Municipal alliance promotes anti-drug programs.

John List
Murderer
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“It’s finally over,” said Bobbie
Giannakis, a waitress at Vicki’s Diner.
“Everyone can now put it to rest.”
Brian Gillet, an assistant prosecutor in Union County at the time of
List’s trial, would not comment “because of professional conduct rules.”
Jim Johnson, Tim Benford’s coauthor on “Righteous Carnage” said,
“In 1971, List wrote that he killed his
family so that they would die in the
state of grace, assuming they would
go to some imaginary place called
heaven. This selfish rationalization
allowed him to live out his life free for
18 years. But his wife, Helen, and his
mother, Alma, never saw another sunrise. His children, Patricia, Fred and
John, never grew to their maturity,
had children or grandchildren.”
The archives of the John List murder, capture and trial from The
Westfield Leader and other publications can be viewed at goleader.com/
list.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

CRASH...A car crashes into a telephone pole on Prospect Street in Westfield last
Saturday morning. The fire department rendered the area safe from gasoline
leaks. No serious injuries were reported.

Don Mokrauer to Continue
Talk April 2 on Peru Visit
WESTFIELD – Donald Mokrauer will
continue his “Tour of Peru” discussion
during the Westfield Historical Society’s
First Wednesday Luncheon at noon on
April 2 at B.G. Fields Restaurant, located at 560 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.
Mr. Mokrauer will discuss Cuzco, the
old imperial Inca Empire capital, and
Machu Picchu, the lost city. This will be
the continuation of a program he first
presented for the society in February,
during which he recounted a trip he took
with his family to Peru.
In his upcoming talk, he will describe
how the tour returned for a short stay in
Lima, but then flew on to Cuzco, the
capital of the Inca Empire. He will relate

some of the Inca history before describing a visit to the village of Machu Picchu,
which is located 75 miles northwest of
Cuzco at an altitude of 6,800 feet. His
group then traveled to the Inca site itself,
situated at 7,900 feet.
In relating the history of Machu
Picchu, Mr. Mokrauer will detail the
construction of the buildings, the approximate number of people who lived
there, the crops they grew and why, in
his opinion, it was located in that particular site.
Those wishing to attend the luncheon
are asked to make a reservation by calling (908) 233-2930 by noon on Monday,
March 31. The cost of the luncheon is
$15, including gratuity.

FW Introduces Budget
With 29-Percent Tax Hike
By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen Mahr
and the borough council, at a special
meeting last Wednesday night, introduced
a proposed municipal budget with appropriations totaling nearly $8.5 million, of
which $5.9 million would be raised in
local taxes, a $1.3 million hike from last
year.
The borough plans to apply for “extraordinary aid” from the state. Last year,
the borough received $325,000, dedicated
to lowering the local property tax rate.
“If we get [this aid], we’ll get the [tax
rate] back down again,” the borough’s
Chief Financial Officer Fred Tomkins
said.
Borough officials are still coming to
grips with recently announced plans by
Governor Jon Corzine to cut Fanwood’s
state aid by nearly $187,000, or about 17
percent.
But, at Wednesday night’s meeting,
Mayor Mahr said, “How our budget is
being affected is not just a Fanwood thing.”
The mayor added that the state cuts
amount to an “assault on small towns”
with “no regard for efficiency” and efforts to share services. She said, like
Fanwood, other small towns are also facing “jaw-dropping” budget increases.
But, Mayor Mahr also repeatedly emphasized that the introduced budget –
which would require a tax increase of
about 29 percent to finance – will not be
the budget ultimately adopted by the governing body a few months from now.
“Everything is on the table,” Mayor
Mahr said. “I’m not talking merger [with
another town], but people up and down
the state are taking a hard look at things
they may not have considered before.”
The mayor said she plans to hold a
town hall meeting in April, with an eye
toward explaining the budget situation to
residents and getting their input.
“The community has to be engaged…to
understand the magnitude of the problem,” Mayor Mahr said. There will also
be a final public hearing on the budget
July 16 prior to adoption.

Mr. Tomkins said that while the budget
is “flat” on the appropriations side, the
reduction in state aid, coupled with increasing state-mandated expenses and
reductions in other revenue, pushes up
the “levy side” of the budget.
“It is the intention of the mayor and
council, between now and July, to go
through the budget and try to find areas
where there are shared services [opportunities] and other savings,” Mr. Tomkins
said.
He said reducing services is not something “anyone really wants to do.” However, Mr. Tomkins said, “If you want
services, it may cost you more; if you
want lower taxes, you might need to give
up some services” as they currently exist.
During the public comment portion of
the special meeting, resident John
Marquardt suggested that the borough
conduct a survey of the public, before the
mayor’s town hall meeting, to get initial
“feedback” on how to proceed with the
budget. He said residents might be able to
“suggest what [budget] areas might be cut
if [extraordinary] aid does not come
through.”
“Our hands are tied here for areas of
major savings, but there are still things
that can be done,” said Mr. Marquardt,
who also suggested possibly pursuing
legal action by mayors against the state.
“This is something the [New Jersey]
League of Municipalities is looking at,”
Mayor Mahr responded. The mayor also
said she liked Mr. Marquardt’s survey
idea.
Planning Board Chairman Greg
Cummings suggested looking “at the biggest areas of the budget first,” saying that
even small “efficiencies could be implemented and have a big impact on the
budget.”
Mayor Mahr also said she would like to
form a “blue-ribbon panel” of local residents to begin shaping next year’s budget
and work on a four- or five-year “strategic
plan to make sure that Fanwood thrives.”
“The severity of the situation calls for
it,” the mayor said. “We have to make
some paradigm shifts.”

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Monday, March 17, Joseph
Lockhart, 31, of Linden was arrested
on an outstanding North Plainfield
traffic warrant during a traffic stop at
South and Westfield Avenues. He was
turned over to North Plainfield police
in lieu of $1,500 bail.
Tuesday, March 18, Derrick R.
Boyce, 28, of Roselle was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on the 800
block of South Avenue, West, on a
Union Township traffic warrant. He
was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released
on his own recognizance per the Union
Township Municipal Court judge.
Wednesday, March 19, Jamaal B.
McCall, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue, East, near the intersection of
Sussex Street on traffic warrants from
Roselle and Glen Ridge, with bail
amounts of $500 and $150, respectively. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail on both
warrants.
Thursday, March 20, Rosanna
Serrano, 24, of Elizabeth was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop at East
Broad Street and Gallows Hill Road
and charged with hindering apprehension. She was processed and released on her own recognizance.
Thursday, March 20, Kenneth
Linsky, 45, of Westfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop at Westfield
Avenue and First Street on an outstanding Westfield traffic warrant. He
was released after posting $89 bail.
Friday, March 21, Erin Leary, 21, of
Cranford was arrested at Clark police
headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. She was released after posting $99 bail.
Saturday, March 22, Kevin
Lancaster, 22, of Old Bridge was arrested at North and Central Avenues
on outstanding traffic warrants from
Roselle Park, Westfield and Irvington,
with bail amounts of $559, $500 and
$120, respectively. He was processed
and released after posting bail.
Saturday, March 22, Richard
Bennett, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
at Dunellen police headquarters on an
outstanding criminal warrant from
Westfield with bail of $750 and three
Plainfield criminal warrants with total bail of $750. He was processed and
transported to the Union County jail
in lieu of bail.
Saturday, March 22, Matthew
Walch, 19, and Thomas W. Core, III,
19, both of Cranford, Drew Lambke,
18, of Rahway and Zachery Binko,
19, of Westfield were arrested on the
1200 block of South Avenue, West.
They were charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
and possession of alcohol underage.
Walch additionally was charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI). The
four were processed and later released.
Saturday, March 22, a Boynton
Avenue resident reported the theft of
her pocketbook. The incident occurred
in the town’s central business district,
according to police.
Saturday, March 22, a Kenilworth
resident reported that the tires on his
motor vehicle were slashed with an
unknown object in a municipal lot
behind East Broad Street.
Sunday, March 23, Kristen Evans,
25, of Westfield was arrested at the
South Avenue traffic circle and
charged with DWI. She was processed
and released to a responsible individual.
Sunday, March 23, William Small,
33, of Elizabeth was arrested on South
Avenue in Garwood on an outstanding East Orange traffic warrant. He
was processed and released after posting $114 bail.
Scotch Plains
Thursday, March 20, a resident of
Algonquin Drive reported that someone threw a rock at his motor vehicle
and broke the windshield while it was
parked in front of his house.
Thursday, March 20, Santinah Brito,
28, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
According to police, she was processed and released after posting bail.
Thursday, March 20, a resident of
Acacia Road reported that someone
dumped items into the dumpster in his
driveway without permission.
Thursday, March 20, an employee
of a Route 22 gas station reported that
someone received $65 worth of gas
and fled without paying.
Saturday, March 22, Sharon Ortiz,
32, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle stop for a violation. According
to police, she was processed and released after posting bail.
Saturday, March 22, Richard
Holoman, 45, of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding warrant after
a motor vehicle stop for a violation.
Saturday, March 22, a patron at a

Lamberts Mill Road health club reported that, while she was working
out, someone removed $600 from her
purse that was left in an unlocked
locker.
Saturday, March 22, a resident of
Farley Avenue reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle while it was
parked in front of his house and removed a global positioning system
valued at $300.
Sunday, March 23, a purse was reported taken from a table at a Route 22
store. According to police, the purse
and its contents were valued at $500.
Mountainside
Tuesday, March 18, a resident of
Burberry Lane reported that someone
entered his house through an unlocked
bedroom window and removed multiple items from the bedroom including keys, watches and two bags of
coins totaling approximately $400
each. According to police, a ladder
kept in the backyard was found in a
different location.
Wednesday, March 19, the resident
of Burberry Lane who reported items
missing from his bedroom on March
18 stated that someone rang his doorbell but when he answered the door,
no one was there. A watch and keys
stolen the previous day were found on
the doorstep, police said.
Thursday, March 20, Duane V. Reid,
28, of Newark was arrested at police
headquarters on an outstanding warrant out of Mountainside.
Saturday, March 22, John I. Andric,
25, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 at Glen Road. According to
police, he was processed and released
to a responsible individual.
Sunday, March 23, police responded
to a report of disorderly conduct and a
noise disturbance on Chapel Hill.
According to police, a female juvenile met police at the door of her
residence and reported that she had
invited a few friends over but that
several uninvited juveniles showed
up. After the juvenile asked the uninvited guests to leave, a fight broke out,
with one juvenile requiring medical
attention.
Garwood
Saturday, March 22, Kieon Murphy,
24, of Elizabeth was arrested and
charged with possession of CDS
(marijuana), distribution of CDS, possession of drug paraphernalia and
unlawful possession of a handgun (.45
caliber Springfield).
Police stopped a 2000 Chrysler
Sebring convertible after observing it
being driven carelessly on the 100
block of South Avenue. An officer
subsequently observed the driver, later
identified as Kieon Murphy, making
furtive and suspicious movements and
trying to conceal something in the
vehicle’s console. It turned out to be a
large quantity of small bags of marijuana intended for sale, along with the
handgun, according to police. Murphy
was released after posting $22,500
bail pending a March 26 court appearance in Elizabeth.
Fanwood
Thursday, March 20, Kerone L.
Pellew, 21, of Piscataway was stopped
for a motor vehicle violation on South
Avenue at Terrill Road and subsequently charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance and
several motor vehicle violations. According to police, he was processed
and released.
Thursday, March 20, a 17-year-old
juvenile from Westfield was arrested
after allegedly attempting to pay for
gas at a Martine Avenue gas station
with a counterfeit $100 bill. According to police, he was processed and
released to a responsible adult.
Thursday, March 20, Helene M.
Caro, 62, of Watchung was arrested
on an outstanding Union warrant after
a motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.
Friday, March 21, David L. Wynn,
49, of Irvington was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on an outstanding
warrant out of Fanwood.
Friday, March 21, someone defaced
the restroom building at Forest Road
Park with graffiti. According to police, acts of criminal mischief also
were reported.
Saturday, March 22, Patrick J. Dunn,
III, 22, of Middlesex was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of West
Amwell. According to police, he also
was charged with possession of CDS.
Sunday, March 23, a resident of
Fredricks who was staying at a Laurel
Place residence reported that sometime between 11 p.m. on Saturday,
March 22, and 11:30 a.m. on Sunday,
March 23, his 1999 Jeep was stolen
from in front of the house.
According to police, authorities
were notified by the Newark Police
Department that the vehicle had been
impounded after being involved in a
motor vehicle accident in which the
driver fled the scene.
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SIXTY CENTS

FW Introduces $8.5 Mil. Budget
With $1.3 Mil. Hike in Local Taxes
By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at a
special meeting last Wednesday night,
introduced a proposed municipal budget, with appropriations totaling
nearly $8.5 million, of which $5.9
million would be raised in local taxes,
a $1.3 million hike from last year.
The borough plans to apply for
“extraordinary aid” from the state.
Last year, the borough received
$325,000, which was dedicated to
lowering the local property tax rate.
“If we get [this aid], we’ll get the
[tax rate] back down again,” the
borough’s Chief Financial Officer
Fred Tomkins said.
Borough officials are still coming
to grips with an announced plan by
Governor Jon Corzine to cut
Fanwood’s state aid by nearly
$187,000, or about 17 percent.
But, at Wednesday night’s meeting, Mayor Mahr said, “How our budget is being affected is not just a
Fanwood thing.”
The mayor added that the state cuts
amount to an “assault on small towns,”
with “no regard for efficiency” and
efforts to share services. She said,
like Fanwood, other small towns are
also facing “jaw-dropping” budget
increases.
But, Mayor Mahr also repeatedly

emphasized that the introduced budget – which would require a tax increase of about 29 percent to finance
– will not be the budget ultimately
adopted by the governing body a few
months from now.
“Everything is on the table,” Mayor
Mahr said. “I’m not talking merger
[with another town], but people up
and down the state are taking a hard
look at things they may not have

NOT CHICKEN...The Fanwood Easter Bunny waves to the crowd Saturday at Forrest Road Park.

SP Board to Continue
Cooper Road Hearing
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The planning board hopes to finish a hearing,
which is a continuance from a February meeting, next month on a major
subdivision application on Cooper
Road that has drawn opposition from
an adjacent neighbor, who contends
that if the application is approved, it
would make it difficult for him to
subdivide and develop his own property.
Anthony D’Amore is seeking approval to subdivide the rear portions
of the adjoining properties at 1240
and 1250 Cooper Road. The rear lots
would then be converted into two
conforming lots that would front on
an extension of the Eton Row cul-desac. Mr. D’Amore plans to build a
house on one of the two new lots and
leave the other lot vacant for the time
being. Both homes on the lots on
Cooper Road would remain.
William Butler, attorney for Vincent
DeLisi, who lives at 1230 Cooper
Road, claimed, at Monday’s meeting, that Mr. DeLisi’s similarly-sized
property, which is nearly 800 feet
deep, would be “landlocked,” with its
rear portion being unable to be easily
accessed and, thus, subdivided and
developed in the future.
Mr. DeLisi is seeking to have the
board compel Mr. D’Amore to extend Eton Row into Mr. DeLisi’s property in order to improve access should
Mr. DeLisi eventually decide to subdivide.
Hal Simoff, an engineer, planner
and expert on street design and traffic, testified on behalf of Mr. DeLisi.
Mr. Simoff told the board that extending the Eton Row cul-de-sac into

the DeLisi property would be “proper
planning,” and said any approval of
Mr. D’Amore’s application should
include that proviso.
At last month’s hearing, Anthony
Gallerano, a professional engineer
and planner for Mr. D’Amore, reviewed site plans for the two new lots
and said a drainage easement to be
located where the proposed Eton Row
extension would be would preclude
placing a roadway there.
At Monday’s hearing, Mr. Simoff
said the extension could still be situated atop the easement without any
safety concerns.
Last month, Mr. Butler told the
board that the only alternative to extending Eton Row was to create a flag
lot in the rear, with the only access
being a long driveway from Cooper
Road. Flag lots have been generally
discouraged in Scotch Plains in recent years.
Mr. Simoff this week said extending Eton Row would be “much safer
from a planning perspective” in that
emergency vehicle access would be
safer.
The board and Mr. Simoff spent a
great deal of time discussing the notion of infill development — where
larger lots are subdivided and developed into smaller, conforming lots —
and how that concept fits into the
township’s master plan. Mr. Simoff
said his interpretation of the master
plan was that infill development was
recognized as a way to promote further growth.
There was also discussion of the
proposed 13,000-square-foot house
that Mr. D’Amore wants to build on
one of the two new lots. Mr. Simoff
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

considered before.”
The mayor said she plans to hold a
town hall meeting in April, with an
eye toward explaining the budget situation to residents and getting their
input.
“The community has to be
engaged…to understand the magnitude of the problem,” Mayor Mahr
said. There will also be a final public
hearing on the budget July 16, prior to
adoption.
Mr. Tomkins said that while the
budget is “flat” on the appropriations
side, the reduction in state aid, coupled
with increasing state-mandated expenses and reductions in other revenue, pushes up the “levy side” of the
budget.
“It is the intention of the mayor and
council, between now and July, to go
through the budget and try to find
areas where there are shared-services
[opportunities] and other savings,”
Mr. Tomkins said.
He said reducing services is not
something “anyone really wants to
do.” However, Mr. Tomkins said, “If
you want services, it may cost you
more; if you want lower taxes, you
might need to give up some services”
as they currently exist.
During the public comment portion of the special meeting, resident
John Marquardt suggested that the
borough conduct a survey of the public, before the mayor’s town hall meeting, to get initial “feedback” on how
to proceed with the budget. He said
residents might be able to “suggest
what [budget] areas might be cut if
[extraordinary] aid does not come
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

John List

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SPRING IS THE THING...Children scramble for rewards and parents enjoy their time in nice weather during the annual
Easter Egg Hunt last Saturday at Forrest Road Park in Fanwood.

SPFBOE Adopts $77.8 Mil. Budget;
$67.8 Mil. Tax Levy Heads to Voters
By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The ScotchPlains Fanwood Board of Education
last Wednesday adopted a 2008-2009
school budget totaling $77,775,487.
The budget has a total general fund of
$74,220,000, a special revenue fund
of $1,211,493, and a previously approved debt service of $2,343,994.
The expense tax levy is $67,753,660,
a number that will be presented to
voters on Tuesday, April 15.
The proposed tax levy would have
a tax impact of $153 per average
home in Fanwood (a percentage increase of 2.80 percent) and $271 per
average home in Scotch-Plains (a
percentage increase of 4.29 percent),
Budget committee chairman Donald
Parisi said in a slide presentation.
Mr. Parisi explained how this budget process differed from previous
years, stating that there was a new
school funding formula — which
places a 4 percent cap on property
taxes, there was the first increase in
state aid since 2001-2002 and it establishes a statewide expenditure
level.
Mr. Parisi said the first step in making any reductions to meet the 4 percent cap is reviewing “all items furthest from the classroom.” He listed
cutting health and dental benefits

John List, Murderer, Dies at
82 After 18 Yrs. In Prison
By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRENTON — John List, the
Westfield man who murdered his wife,
three children and mother in 1971 in
their Hillside Avenue home, died on
Friday, March 21, at St. Francis Medical Center in Trenton, at the age of 82.
He served 18 years of a life prison at
New Jersey State Prison in Trenton.
“The Mercer County Medical

David Samsky for The Scotch-Plains-Fanwood Times

PLENTY OF ROOM...The newly renovated Union County Performing Arts Center in Rahway is spacious and luxurious
as evidenced while the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Jazz Band practices there on March 19.

Examiner’s Office determined in an autopsy that the cause of death was a
massive blood clot obstructing blood
flow to both lungs,” spokespersonPete
Daly said. “He had been hospitalized
for severe pneumonia.”
“It’s an ending to a terrible tragedy,” Union County Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow said. “This is
truly closure to that case.”
List murdered his wife Helen, 46,
his mother Alma, 84, and his three
children, Patty, 16, John, 15, and Fred,
13, on November 9, 1971.
Charlie Haller, the Westfield patrolman who found the bodies on
December 7, 1971, after getting a
report from Patty’s drama coaches,
said, “I figured sooner or later he was
going to die. Even at the trial, he
didn’t look good.” Mr. Haller added
that he was not surprised List was not
killed in prison.
Mr. Haller said he would never
forget the day he walked into the
ballroom of the home and saw the
sleeping bags with the bodies lined
up. “I thought it was kids sleeping,”
he said. “I grabbed her arm (Helen
List) to check for a pulse and immediately realized she was dead.”
List was a fugitive for 18 years
when he was featured on the Fox
television show “America’s Most
Wanted” (AMW) in 1989. The show
featured a bust of what it was assumed that List had looked like in
1989, which eventually led to his
capture and arrest in Richmond, Va.
The host, John Walsh, of AMW
told The Leader, “John List died exactly where he should have – in prison.
His arbitrary death sentences on members of his own family, and his subseCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

costs, four elementary teaching positions, one Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School position (ROTC), one
central office clerical position and
tuition reimbursement. His presentation reflected that “reductions in all
original budget requests” were found
in the areas of transportation, aides,
substitutes, supplies, and equipment
in the music and world language departments.
The reductions in elementary staff
positions, he said, are supported as a
“bubble of elementary students move
on to the middle schools.” This inflation in middle school enrollment “supports the need for modular classrooms,” a cost that is built into the
budget. From 2003-2007, the district
saw a total increase of 462 students.
“Our enrollment is stabilizing,” Mr.
Parisi said.
He listed capital improvements

within the budget as the “paving of
the high school parking lots” and the
“first replacement phase of windows
for Brunner School.”
Curriculum Committee Chairman
Sasha Slocum continued the slide
presentation, announcing that the
middle and high schools will receive
new textbooks and that the summer
curriculum work would take place in
the areas of world language, social
studies, math, language arts and science.
The six audience members did not
make any opposing comments about
the budget.
Additionally, Board Vice President
Linda Nelson announced that the “negotiations teams for the Scotch PlainsFanwood BOE and the Scotch-Plains
Fanwood Education Association
(SPFEA) have signed a memoranCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Council Examines Spending
Side of 2008 Budget Proposal
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
Manager Thomas Atkins reviewed
for the township council multiple
appropriations categories in this year’s
municipal budget, including several
where the spending level is beyond
the control of the local government.
Mr. Atkins had met last week with
department heads to discuss the $24.9
million in spending requests he has
submitted to the council, and asked
each department to prepare for the
possibility that his proposals could
be reduced as council members further review the budget.
At a two-hour budget meeting on
Tuesday, Mr. Atkins told the council
he had received six separate department requests for new personnel, none
of which he approved. He said such a

move would have resulted in several
hundred thousand dollars in additional
spending for 2008.
“We don’t have the latitude” to
fund any new positions, he told the
council.
Turning to specific line items in his
appropriations proposals, Mr. Atkins
said fee payments to the two sewerage authorities would increase this
year, with fees paid to the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
increasing by $107,000 but rising by
about $700,000 next year.
This year’s lower fee is due to a
credit that is being distributed to the
utility’s 11 member towns. The
$372,000 credit reduces this year’s
initially-expected fee increase of
about $450,000, but with Scotch
Plains’ total fee this year being about
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Council OK’s Paper St. Sale
Despite Fair Price Question
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The township
council on Tuesday approved two
ordinances that vacate the township’s
rights to two paper streets on the
Terrill Road property where the
former Club Malibu nightclub was
located.
The council’s 4-1 vote, with Democratic Councilman Kevin Glover voting no, came after an extended discussion about whether the municipal
government received a fair price for
the pieces of property.
Council members questioned
Township Attorney Brian Levine
about some of the details of the $5,000
that will be paid to the township by
RGK Real Estate LLC on behalf of
Advanced Auto Parts, which will open
a store on the property.
Mr. Glover said that, initially, township officials were prepared to vacate

the properties without receiving any
payment, but that he had pushed for
some remuneration. Still, he said he
was “certain we could have gotten
more,” and called the $5,000 “pretty
insignificant,” given the township’s
financial constraints.
After township Democratic Party
Chairman Richard Samuel said the
government could have gotten more
and pointed out that other parties had
expressed an interest in buying the
properties for more than $5,000,
Mayor Martin Marks said the vacation was “different than relinquishing land. We’re relinquishing a right
of way.”
He said that even if the township
wanted to sell to outside parties, it
was prohibited from doing so by state
statute.
Mr. Levine explained that the township doesn’t technically own the two
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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MURDERED LIST FAMILY...John List murdered his wife, Helen, 46, (right), his mother, Alma, 84 (not shown), and his
three children (left to right), Patty, 16, John, 15, and Fred, 13, on November 9, 1971, in Westfield.

Scotch Plains Council
Examines Expenses
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

$1.22 million – instead of $1.6 million, thanks to the credit – next year’s
fee increase will be more than 50
percent higher.
Mr. Atkins said the “only good
news” is that after the large increase
in 2009, fee increases should “level
off” to 3 to 6 percent in the following
years. Mayor Martin Marks cautioned, however, that RVSA fee projections “have rarely been accurate;
they’ve always been higher.”
The council briefly discussed the
notion of issuing township residents
separate sewer bills instead of including the sewage fees in the municipal
budget and property tax bills. Doing
that, the mayor said, would necessitate creating “some level of bureaucracy,” namely a local sewerage authority.
It also would remove the fees from
residents’ property tax bills, thus reducing the amount that could be deducted on federal tax returns.
He additionally noted that a number of tax-exempt organizations, such
as YMCAs, churches and schools,
which currently pay no property taxes,
would then receive sewer bills.
Contributions to the state’s police
and fire retirement systems this year
will rise by nearly $381,000, although
Mr. Atkins said 2008 would be the
“last year of big increases.” Contributions to the state’s public employ-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ees retirement system will increase
$134,000 this year, and Mr. Atkins
said 2009 “should be the last huge
increase.”
Mr. Atkins recommends increasing by $25,000 the township’s capital
improvement fund, which is used for
the 5-percent down payments on bond
ordinances, bringing it to $400,000.
This level, he noted, would give the
township $8 million in bonding capacity. He said an additional $25,000
would be added via a transfer resolution.
Councilman Kevin Glover questioned why any new money needed to
be added, given the township’s financial constraints, and asked whether
$8 million in bond ordinances was
anticipated in the next few years.
Mr. Atkins said it is likely that
capital ordinances for road work, fire
department equipment, streets and
roads equipment and recreation equipment will be required in the years
ahead, adding that a healthy capital
fund is helpful when rating agencies
evaluate the township’s creditworthiness.
General insurance costs, except
health insurance, will increase 3.3
percent this year, with most of the
increase resulting from changes in
workers compensation, Mr. Atkins
said. He noted health insurance premiums would rise 10 percent.

School Budget
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

dum of agreement for the 2008-2009
school year.” The agreement, she said,
“extends our current contract for one
year and deals only with monetary
issues.”
“The agreement is subject to ratification by both the SPFEA and the full
board. No details will be released
until the SPFEA membership has
approved the agreement and the board
of education publicly votes. It is our
expectation and hope that this will
take place in early April,” Ms. Nelson
said.
The board adopted the advertising
corporate sponsorships policy, as well
as its regulations, approved the first
reading of policies for “pregnant students” and “recruitment, selection and
hiring,” which were updates on current policies, and the first reading of
the new “student supervision after
school dismissal” policy.
The board approved a $42,449 contract with Landsite Construction Co.
for the replacement of high school
football field bleachers damaged in
the December 8 fire. The board also
awarded contracts for replacement
football supplies and track team
equipment destroyed in the fire to
vendors Aluminum Athletic Equipment ($33), Triple Crown ($278) and
R&R Trophy and Sporting Goods
($1,287).
The board also voted to explore the
availability of obtaining rebate funds
from the New Jersey Office of Clean
Energy for alternate energy resources.
“We want to submit a proposal so
that we could get in line to receive
money,” Business Administrator Anthony Del Sordi said.
“I’m glad to see there’s a chance
we can go that route,” Ms. Slocum
said. “That’s excellent.”
Audience member Kalpana Kumar
commended the board’s effort to look
into alternate energy resources and
offered to do all she could for the
initiative. “I really hope that all of us
follow through with this,” she said.
PTA Council President Deborah
Brody announced that “Candidates’
Night” would be cancelled for this
year due to scheduling conflicts.
Three board seats are up for election, though all incumbents are run-

John List, Murderer,
Dies in State Prison

ning unopposed. Former BOE member Thomas Russo said it is “disappointing” that there are not contested
races and said he hopes that rather
than no interest “it’s a sign that the
public is satisfied with the job you’ve
been doing.”
Ms. Slocum encouraged audience
members to consider running for BOE
seats in the future.
PTA Council Vice President Karen
Kulikowski reminded the public that
“Coffee with the Superintendent”
would take place on Monday, April 7.
During the “Good of the Order”
segment of the meeting, Superintendent of Schools Margaret Hayes congratulated the SPFHS varsity boys’
basketball team on an “outstanding
season.”
“They certainly played their hearts
out and we continue to be extremely
proud of them,” she said.

Fanwood
Budget
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

through.”
“Our hands are tied here for areas
of major savings, but there are still
things that can be done,” said Mr.
Marquardt, who also suggested that
the mayor possibly pursue legal action against the state.
“This is something the [New Jersey] League of Municipalities is looking at,” Mayor Mahr responded. The
mayor also said she liked Mr.
Marquardt’s survey idea.
Greg Cummings, planning board
chairman, suggested looking “at the
biggest areas of the budget first,” saying even small “efficiencies could be
implemented and have a big impact
on the budget.”
Mayor Mahr also said she would
like to form a “blue ribbon panel” of
local residents to begin shaping next
year’s budget and work on a four- or
five-year “strategic plan to make sure
that Fanwood thrives.”
“The severity of the situation calls
for it,” the mayor said. “We have to
make some paradigm shifts.”

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRASH...A car crashes into a telephone pole on Prospect Street in Westfield last
Saturday morning. The fire department rendered the area safe from gasoline
leaks. No serious injuries were reported.

quent life of freedom for the 18 years
between his committing the crime
and his capture, shows that evil walks
amongst us every day. I pray that
John List’s innocent victims, are now
able to forever rest in peace.”
Current Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau was in ninth grade when the
murders happened, but the case was
something that always captured his
attention. “It was such a horrible
crime,” he said. “His death doesn’t
add anything to it.”
The Devlin family lived next door
to the Lists. David Devlin recalls that
List was a “cold guy.”
“My dad and I went over to welcome
them to the neighborhood. We had an
apple pie,” David Devlin said. “List
peered through the door and said ‘thank
you, but we like to keep to ourselves.’”
“I feel so bad about everything,”
David Devlin said. “I don’t think my
initial reaction [to his death] should be
‘I’m glad’ because that would bring me
to his level. I can say he was a monster.”
“I was living in the city at the time,
and my mother used to call me and
tell me to move home because the city
was so dangerous,” Wende Devlin
Gates said. “Then a horrific murder
happened next door to my childhood
home. My parents were horrified.”
Nick Devlin’s wife, Libby, grew up
down the street on Highland Avenue.
“My friend and I were delivering
political flyers around the time the
murders happened. Nobody answered
the door at the big house on Hillside.
The house was spooky, and my friend

Street Sale
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

properties – designated on tax maps
as Croyden Place and Edwin Place.
“They own the right to put streets
there,” he said.
State law says the properties must
be sold to adjoining properties, in this
case, the owners of the Jiffy Lube
auto service outlet and the Jade Isle
restaurant. The two 50-foot-wide paper streets will be split between the
three properties, resulting in the widening of the auto parts property by 25
feet on each side.
Councilman Jeffrey Strauss asked
Mr. Levine if the land presently provides any benefit to the township.
“It’s only a maintenance and liability
issue,” Mr. Levine replied. “There’s
no benefit.”
He added that township engineering officials have, for the past 30
years, requested that the streets be
vacated. When Mr. Strauss asked if
the township could have gotten more
than $5,000, Mr. Levine said there
was “no compelling legal basis to
have them pay more.”
Mayor Marks said the council was
faced with two options – vacate the
properties or do nothing. He said vacating the land would permit “a better
development” on the site, which has
been vacant for more than nine years.
A larger property, he said, will allow
for “better traffic flow and a better
parking situation.”
Street vacations have been passed
on several occasions in recent years,
most recently by a unanimous council vote in 2007. That vacation involved no payment of money, and
Mayor Marks, noting that the issue of
payment never came up then, said the
opposition from Mr. Glover made it
“all the more telling why it’s being
made an issue.”
In other business, the council approved an ordinance releasing $2,500
to hire Edward McManimon as a consultant for meetings next month to
discuss the details of establishing a
Special Improvement District (SID)
in and around the downtown business
district.
Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool, who
is leading the council’s efforts to promote a SID, said officials at the New
Jersey State League of Municipalities had recommended Mr.
McManimon, who has assisted multiple other New Jersey towns in establishing SIDs.
She said she hopes to hold four
meetings in April with business and
property owners to answer any questions they have about the operations
of a SID, and added she is hopeful
that an ordinance creating the SID
can be enacted by the summer.
The council also introduced ordinances revising rates for police officers working on outside security jobs,
revising fees for publicly accessed
swimming pools and increasing license fees for retail food establishments. The public hearings on these
ordinances will be held on Tuesday,
April 8.

looked in the window of what was
probably the ballroom and said, ‘It
looks like dead bodies in there,’” Mrs.
Devlin said. “We brushed it off until
we heard about the murders w-eeks
later. I couldn’t sleep in my own room
for three months.”
“I think of that family buried at
Fairview Cemetery,” Mrs. Devlin
added. “I’m glad he’s gone. Now
hopefully that family can rest now.”
Alma List is buried in her native
Michigan. Speculation is that List
will be buried with his mother, though
the Mercer County spokesman said,
in a Tuesday interview, “No one has
stepped forward to claim the body, as
of today, and we have not had any
contact from any family members.”
“He was a sick, sick religious zealot,”
said Timothy Benford, a Mountainside
resident who co-wrote the 1991 book
“Righteous Carnage” about the case.
“He was truly Westfield’s boogeyman
and Frankenstein.”
List was a devout Lutheran and belonged to Redeemer Lutheran Church
in Westfield and wrote a letter of confession to the church’s pastor Eugene
Rehwinkel that was found shortly after the discovery of the bodies. The
church would not comment when they
were informed of List’s death.
“I don’t think he’ll be missed,” said
Joe Spector, owner of the Leader Store
in Westfield. “This guy was obviously in his own little world – and a
dangerous one at that.”
“If it weren’t for the artist’s rendering, he might never have been caught,”
Mr. Spector added. “The family didn’t
have a chance to live full lives.”
“It was very exciting to work at The
Westfield Leader when he was captured,” former reporter Ellen Brandt
said. “I went to the trial. It really
doesn’t matter that he died.”
“You can imagine being a kid in the
town when that happened,” Ms. Brandt
continued. “My sister and I were scared.
Imagine a father killing his kids because he had financial problems.”
List had lost his job and couldn’t
make payments on his mortgage. A
fire at the house in 1972 revealed,
what The Westfield Leader called, the
biggest irony of all: The glass ceiling
in the ball room was a signed Tiffany
original. That alone would have taken
care of List’s debts.
“It’s finally over,” said Bobbie
Giannakis, a waitress at Vicki’s Diner.
“Everyone can now put it to rest.”
Brian Gillet, an assistant prosecutor in Union County at the time of
List’s trial, wouldn’t comment “because of professional conduct rules.”
Jim Johnson, Tim Benford’s coauthor on “Righteous Carnage” said,
“In 1971, List wrote that he killed his
family so that they would die in the
state of grace, assuming they would
go to some imaginary place called
heaven. This selfish rationalization
allowed him to live out his life, free,
for 18 years. But his wife Helen, and
his mother, Alma, never saw another
sunrise. His children Patricia, Fred
and John never grew to their maturity,
had children or grandchildren.”
List had been in custody since May
1, 1990.The archives of the John List
murder, capture and trial from The
Westfield Leader and other publications can be viewed at goleader.com/
list.

Cooper Rd.
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called the proposed dwelling “a little
larger than scale” than existing residences in the area and said it was “not
consistent with the scale of the neighborhood.” He also claimed that Mr.
D’Amore requires a lot coverage variance because, according to his calculations, more than the permitted 20
percent of the 85,000-square-foot
property is covered, not only with the
home’s 6,500-square-foot footprint
but also with tennis courts, a patio
and terrace, and a cabana.
Township engineering officials,
though, disagreed, saying that structures besides the house itself should
not figure in the calculation.
Before the board formally considers the application, Mr. DeLisi is expected to testify at the next planning
board meeting on April 28.

Erratum
In last week’s edition of The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, an article about
the Scotch Plains Township Council had
an error. The article should have said, “A
year ago during budget meetings, Mr.
Glover proposed that reserves set aside
for delinquent taxes should be increased
to $800,000. He had favored increasing
construction code revenue projections to
$700,000.”

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Monday, March 17, Joseph
Lockhart, 31, of Linden was arrested
on an outstanding North Plainfield
traffic warrant during a traffic stop at
South and Westfield Avenues. He was
turned over to North Plainfield police
in lieu of $1,500 bail.
Tuesday, March 18, Derrick R.
Boyce, 28, of Roselle was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on the 800
block of South Avenue, West, on a
Union Township traffic warrant. He
was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released
on his own recognizance per the Union
Township Municipal Court judge.
Wednesday, March 19, Jamaal B.
McCall, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue, East, near the intersection of
Sussex Street on traffic warrants from
Roselle and Glen Ridge, with bail
amounts of $500 and $150, respectively. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail on both
warrants.
Thursday, March 20, Rosanna
Serrano, 24, of Elizabeth was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop at East
Broad Street and Gallows Hill Road
and charged with hindering apprehension. She was processed and released on her own recognizance.
Thursday, March 20, Kenneth
Linsky, 45, of Westfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop at Westfield
Avenue and First Street on an outstanding Westfield traffic warrant. He
was released after posting $89 bail.
Friday, March 21, Erin Leary, 21, of
Cranford was arrested at Clark police
headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. She was released after posting $99 bail.
Saturday, March 22, Kevin
Lancaster, 22, of Old Bridge was arrested at North and Central Avenues
on outstanding traffic warrants from
Roselle Park, Westfield and Irvington,
with bail amounts of $559, $500 and
$120, respectively. He was processed
and released after posting bail.
Saturday, March 22, Richard
Bennett, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
at Dunellen police headquarters on an
outstanding criminal warrant from
Westfield with bail of $750 and three
Plainfield criminal warrants with total bail of $750. He was processed and
transported to the Union County jail
in lieu of bail.
Saturday, March 22, Matthew
Walch, 19, and Thomas W. Core, III,
19, both of Cranford, Drew Lambke,
18, of Rahway and Zachery Binko,
19, of Westfield were arrested on the
1200 block of South Avenue, West.
They were charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance
and possession of alcohol underage.
Walch additionally was charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI). The
four were processed and later released.
Saturday, March 22, a Boynton
Avenue resident reported the theft of
her pocketbook. The incident occurred
in the town’s central business district,
according to police.
Saturday, March 22, a Kenilworth
resident reported that the tires on his
motor vehicle were slashed with an
unknown object in a municipal lot
behind East Broad Street.
Sunday, March 23, Kristen Evans,
25, of Westfield was arrested at the
South Avenue traffic circle and
charged with DWI. She was processed
and released to a responsible individual.
Sunday, March 23, William Small,
33, of Elizabeth was arrested on South
Avenue in Garwood on an outstanding East Orange traffic warrant. He
was processed and released after posting $114 bail.
Scotch Plains
Thursday, March 20, a resident of
Algonquin Drive reported that someone threw a rock at his motor vehicle
and broke the windshield while it was
parked in front of his house.
Thursday, March 20, Santinah Brito,
28, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
According to police, she was processed and released after posting bail.
Thursday, March 20, a resident of
Acacia Road reported that someone
dumped items into the dumpster in his
driveway without permission.
Thursday, March 20, an employee
of a Route 22 gas station reported that
someone received $65 worth of gas
and fled without paying.
Saturday, March 22, Sharon Ortiz,
32, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle stop for a violation. According
to police, she was processed and released after posting bail.
Saturday, March 22, Richard
Holoman, 45, of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding warrant after
a motor vehicle stop for a violation.
Saturday, March 22, a patron at a

Lamberts Mill Road health club reported that, while she was working
out, someone removed $600 from her
purse that was left in an unlocked
locker.
Saturday, March 22, a resident of
Farley Avenue reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle while it was
parked in front of his house and removed a global positioning system
valued at $300.
Sunday, March 23, a purse was reported taken from a table at a Route 22
store. According to police, the purse
and its contents were valued at $500.
Mountainside
Tuesday, March 18, a resident of
Burberry Lane reported that someone
entered his house through an unlocked
bedroom window and removed multiple items from the bedroom including keys, watches and two bags of
coins totaling approximately $400
each. According to police, a ladder
kept in the backyard was found in a
different location.
Wednesday, March 19, the resident
of Burberry Lane who reported items
missing from his bedroom on March
18 stated that someone rang his doorbell but when he answered the door,
no one was there. A watch and keys
stolen the previous day were found on
the doorstep, police said.
Thursday, March 20, Duane V. Reid,
28, of Newark was arrested at police
headquarters on an outstanding warrant out of Mountainside.
Saturday, March 22, John I. Andric,
25, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 at Glen Road. According to
police, he was processed and released
to a responsible individual.
Sunday, March 23, police responded
to a report of disorderly conduct and a
noise disturbance on Chapel Hill.
According to police, a female juvenile met police at the door of her
residence and reported that she had
invited a few friends over but that
several uninvited juveniles showed
up. After the juvenile asked the uninvited guests to leave, a fight broke out,
with one juvenile requiring medical
attention.
Garwood
Saturday, March 22, Kieon Murphy,
24, of Elizabeth was arrested and
charged with possession of CDS
(marijuana), distribution of CDS, possession of drug paraphernalia and
unlawful possession of a handgun (.45
caliber Springfield).
Police stopped a 2000 Chrysler
Sebring convertible after observing it
being driven carelessly on the 100
block of South Avenue. An officer
subsequently observed the driver, later
identified as Kieon Murphy, making
furtive and suspicious movements and
trying to conceal something in the
vehicle’s console. It turned out to be a
large quantity of small bags of marijuana intended for sale, along with the
handgun, according to police. Murphy
was released after posting $22,500
bail pending a March 26 court appearance in Elizabeth.
Fanwood
Thursday, March 20, Kerone L.
Pellew, 21, of Piscataway was stopped
for a motor vehicle violation on South
Avenue at Terrill Road and subsequently charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance and
several motor vehicle violations. According to police, he was processed
and released.
Thursday, March 20, a 17-year-old
juvenile from Westfield was arrested
after allegedly attempting to pay for
gas at a Martine Avenue gas station
with a counterfeit $100 bill. According to police, he was processed and
released to a responsible adult.
Thursday, March 20, Helene M.
Caro, 62, of Watchung was arrested
on an outstanding Union warrant after
a motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.
Friday, March 21, David L. Wynn,
49, of Irvington was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on an outstanding
warrant out of Fanwood.
Friday, March 21, someone defaced
the restroom building at Forest Road
Park with graffiti. According to police, acts of criminal mischief also
were reported.
Saturday, March 22, Patrick J. Dunn,
III, 22, of Middlesex was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of West
Amwell. According to police, he also
was charged with possession of CDS.
Sunday, March 23, a resident of
Fredricks who was staying at a Laurel
Place residence reported that sometime between 11 p.m. on Saturday,
March 22, and 11:30 a.m. on Sunday,
March 23, his 1999 Jeep was stolen
from in front of the house.
According to police, authorities
were notified by the Newark Police
Department that the vehicle had been
impounded after being involved in a
motor vehicle accident in which the
driver fled the scene.
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Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

MS Fire Dept. Receives
$138 K Homeland Grant
MOUNTAINSIDE – Rep. Mike fire chiefs and elected officials from
Ferguson (LD-7, New Providence),
announced Tuesday that the
Mountainside Fire Department has
received a $138,670 federal first-responder grant from the Homeland
Security Department to purchase new
safety equipment.
“The firefighters in Mountainside
dedicate their lives to keeping our
community safe and our families protected,” Mr. Ferguson said. “These
important funds will ensure that these
hard-working first responders have
the most advanced equipment they
need to protect themselves on the job
and important communications equipment they need to perform their jobs.”
Fire Chief Neil Williams said he
would use the federal funds to purchase 10 self-contained breathing
packs, new field radios and revamp
the communications room that houses
the equipment.
The department, which is made up
of 35 volunteers, responds to about
200 calls per year, he said.
“These federal funds will allow our
department to purchase important
equipment for our firefighters,” Chief
Williams said. “The new breathing
air packs will ensure our firefighters
have the most advance equipment
available when fighting fires. We’ll
also be able to upgrade our communications equipment, so our firefighters
can communicate better with each
other and with emergency personnel
throughout Union County.”
Chief Williams said the new breathing packs have additional safety features that the department’s existing
breathing packs doesn’t provide.
Overall, more than $6 million in
federal security funding has been
delivered to first responders in the 7th
District, which includes portions of
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset and
Union counties. The funding has been
used for everything from purchasing
new equipment to training for an attack involving chemical or nuclear
weapons.
Each year, Mr. Ferguson informs

each community in the 7th District
about the availability of federal grants,
including first-responder grants from
the Department of Homeland Security, and how to apply for them.
More than $2 million in security
funding have been awarded to Union
County towns in the 7th District, including: $103,258 for the Fanwood
Volunteer Fire Department; $11,998
for the Fanwood Rescue Squad;
$75,317, Garwood Volunteer Fire
Department; $51,280, Kenilworth
Volunteer Fire Department; $781,866,
Linden Fire Department; $277,417,
Mountainside Fire Department;
$70,758, New Providence Volunteer
Fire Department; $117,360, Scotch
Plains Fire Department; $48,041,
Springfield Fire Department;
$23,798, Springfield Volunteer First
Aid Squad; $140,850, Summit Fire
Department; $19,800, Summit Volunteer First Aid Squad; $60,621,
Union Township Fire Department;
and $133,920 for the Westfield Fire
Department.
The House last year approved an
amendment, authored by Mr.
Ferguson, to double funding for a
federal program that bolsters security at the nation’s high-risk terrorist
targets, including chemical facilities,
refineries and petroleum tanks in New
Jersey. His provision won House approval, 239-183, as an amendment to
the annual funding bill for the Department of Homeland Security.
“Because of our chemical and
nuclear facilities and major transportation arteries, New Jersey is a prime
target for another terrorist attack,” Mr.
Ferguson said. “We must ensure our
local law enforcement officials have
the resources they need to establish
fortified security perimeters around
these high-risk targets to protect our
families and our communities.”
Federal security officials have
dubbed the area between Newark Liberty International Airport and Port
Elizabeth as “the most dangerous two
miles in America.”

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC
Attorneys At Law

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Dems’ Spending Plan Makes
NJ Taxpayers ‘Middle Man’
Kelly Hatfield of Summit, a Republican candidate for Congress
from the 7th District, released the
following statement this week on
Washington, D.C. Congressional
Democrats’ five-year spending plan.
“The truth of the matter is that by
not reauthorizing the federal tax cuts
Washington Democrats are anticipating raising taxes on New Jersey residents. Along with millions of Americans, New Jersey residents are experiencing a slower economy, increases
in fuel and food costs and fewer job
prospects as the economy adjusts to
the higher tax burden when the cuts
expire in two years.
“For New Jersey residents, who
already pay among the highest taxes
in the nation, the outlook is pretty
bleak if we continue on this path. The
Democratic spending plan eliminates
the cuts and calls for raising taxes
almost $700 billion over the next five
years. Additionally, our current state
budget, which cuts state aid to municipalities, leaves our towns no option but to raise local property taxes
to continue to provide basic services.
The average taxpayers are being sandwiched in the middle.
“When these groups are forced to
tighten their belts, they stop support-

HELPING MOUNTAINSIDE…Mountainside Mayor Robert Viglianti, right,
and the borough’s fire chief, Neil Williams, left join Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7th,
New Providence) at a press conference announcing the awarding of a $138,670
first-responder grant to the fire department from the federal government’s
Department of Homeland Security.

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Whitman Tells of Network
Aimed at Younger Voters
Kate Whitman, a Republican candidate for Congress from the 7th District, has announced a grassroots network of young voters led by CoChairs Bridewater Councilman Matthew Moench and South Plainfield
Council President Rob Bengivenga.
Also supporting the effort are Mike
Loftus, president of the Middlesex
County Young Professionals and a
Hunterdon County resident, and Bill
Wright, a Branchburg attorney.
Joining the co-chairs are more than
50 other supporters who will spend
the coming months reaching out to

fellow young 7th District residents to
ask them to vote for Ms. Whitman.
Ms. Whitman said, “I greatly appreciate the vote of confidence of all
my supporters and especially from
this group of taxpayers, some of whom
have been very active and some who
are getting involved in the political
process for the first time.
“Their energy and enthusiasm is
contagious, and I’m confident that
with their support, even more residents will agree that my ‘6 Point
Plan’ will put them, the taxpayers,
first.”

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Stender: It’s Time to Bring
Troops Home from Iraq
Linda Stender of Fanwood, a state
assemblywoman and Democratic
candidate for Congress from the
7th District, has released a statement on the fifth anniversary of the
Iraq War.
“We have the best military in the
world, but our soldiers should not
have to referee a civil war while the
Iraqi political leaders sit idly on the
sidelines.
“President Bush continues to spend
more than $12 billion per month to
fund a war that the majority of Ameri-

Chief Justice Names Hely
To Rules of Evidence Panel
WESTFIELD — Chief Justice
Stuart Rabner of the New Jersey Supreme Court has appointed James
Hely of Westfield to
serve on the Supreme
Court Committee on
the Rules of Evidence
through August 31,
2009. The committee
analyzes and considers
changes to the rules that
foster fairness and accuracy in criminal and
civil trials.
Mr. Hely is a Supreme Court-certified
civil trial attorney and
Jim
has maintained a private law practice in Westfield and
Mountainside over the last 28 years.
He is the author of “New Jersey Law
of Personal Injury,” published by New
Jersey Law Journal Books in 2003,
and he is also the author of “Trustworthiness,” a manual for trial attor-

neys in New Jersey, published by the
New Jersey Institute for Continuing
Legal Education in 1998.
Mr. Hely was
elected six times to the
Westfield Town Council, serving from 1986
to 1997. He is presently a member of the
Union County Bar Association Board of
Trustees and the
Westfield Rotary Club.
As a town council
member, Mr. Hely
sponsored the first bike
helmet safety law in
Hely
New Jersey, which
then became the model for state bike
helmet safety laws across the United
States.
He and his wife, Lois, have been
married for more than 30 years and
are the parents of Meg, Rosy and
Charlie Hely.

FANWOOD — The Union County
Department of Human Services, Division on Aging, will bring its outreach services program for senior
adults to Union, Winfield, Plainfield,
Linden, Fanwood and Elizabeth during the month of April.
Division on Aging staff will assist
seniors with information and help in
applying for a variety of government
assistance programs, including gas
and electric support (LIFE LINE),
pharmaceutical assistance (PAAD)
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Enjoy Cosmetic
Dentistry At Its
Best– Enjoy
Dazzling Veneers
Get a smile makeover with our
thin porcelain veneers. They will
give you brighter, whiter, cleaner teeth
and a fresh, radiant smile.
Patients see us for aesthetically pleasing
cosmetic dental care that can transform a
low-wattage smile into a new, dazzling, more
radiant one. Our veneers will make you look
better – be more attractive – and more
confident when you smile.
Our porcelain veneers correct teeth that are
too short, too long, too far apart, uneven,
misshapen, damaged, chipped, stained
or discolored.
Veneers make your smile - better!
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Experience
35 South Ave., Fanwood, NJ
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ
908- 322-4178 • www.mattressfac.com

“Visit our Showrooms
and Feel for Yourself”
“We are proud to be serving our customers
for over 20 years, come visit us and see
how easy mattress shopping can be!”
Rick Shovlin and Ron Shovlin.

•TRUST – A family business built on reputation.
•QUALITY – The finest materials create a superior
Mattress, manufactured locally.

Call Today (908) 233-9280

Adam E. Feret, DMD
See us for healthy teeth and a radiant smile
with Gentle Touch Dental Care.
440 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
www.westfieldsmiles.com

•FULL SERVICE – Delivered from our showroom
to your home, including custom sizes & firmness.
•VALUE – Quality & Luxury, we invest in our
product, not the hype.

cans disagree with. While the biggest
sacrifice is made by the nearly 4,000
brave American soldiers who lost their
lives and 29,000 additional wounded
soldiers, we continue to dangerously
neglect American priorities. With
more than $3 trillion spent in total on
the war, our schools, hospitals, bridges
and military readiness have all suffered. We are on the brink of a recession, American families are struggling, it’s time to bring our troops
home so we can again focus on making America stronger.”

Senior Outreach Services
Comes to Fanwood Ctr.
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ing local shops and service businesses,
which in turn close up, and their workers are pushed out and on to the unemployment rolls.
“What New Jersey needs to stabilize our economy are deeper tax cuts
including eliminating the capital gains
and estate tax while lowering corporate income taxes and allowing business to write off more of their expenses.
“[Democratic Congressional candidate, Assemblywoman Linda
Stender] apparently doesn’t understand that we need to stimulate small
businesses to grow the economy.
This is vital because 80 percent of
all new jobs are created by small
businesses. If she did, she would be
publicly advocating in the State
Assembly to lower the state corporate tax rate.
“One in five New Jersey households are classified as low-income
working families earning less than
twice the federal poverty threshold or
under $39,942 per year for a family of
four. How can they be expected to
carry the burden of increased property taxes along with an increase in
federal taxes which will be impacting
those earning as low as $31,850 when
the federal cuts fully expire?”

and home energy assistance (HEAP).
There will also be screening for
Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
eligibility and information about the
Senior Health Insurance Program
(SHIP).
“The Freeholders of Union
County encourage elderly, isolated
individuals from throughout the
county who meet eligibility requirements to apply for vital services
through our outreach program,” said
Freeholder Chester Holmes, liaison
to the Union County Advisory
Council on Aging.
“These services can supplement
the basic needs of the isolated elderly
and sustain or improve their lives,”
Mr. Holmes said.
The Outreach Services Program
will visit the following locations:
April 1, from 9 to 10 a.m. at the
Union Senior Center, 968 Bonnel
Court, Union.
April 1, from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. at
the Buckle Center, 25 Roosevelt
Drive, Winfield.
April 8, from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m. at
the YM-YWHA, 501 Green Lane,
Union.
April 8, from noon to 1 p.m. at
Calvary Baptist Church, 322 Monroe
Avenue, Plainfield.
April 9, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. at
the Gregorio Center, 330 Helen Street,
Linden.
April 14, from 10:30 to 11 a.m. at
the Seniors Center, Forest Road Park,
Fanwood.
April 15, from 2 to 3 p.m. at Alexian
Manor, 122 7th Street, Elizabeth.
April 16, from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.
at Vauxhall Seniors/Union Township Community Action, Kearse
Center, 2410 Springfield Avenue,
Vauxhall.
For further information on the Outreach Services Program and other
programs offered by the Union
County Division on Aging, call the
division’s toll-free number: 1-888280-8226.

Parenti Honored by
Horse Industry Group
FANWOOD — Harness Horsemen International honored Anthony
Parenti, a Fanwood councilman, recently for his service to the Standardbred horse industry during its annual
meeting at the Embassy Suites in
Deerfield Beach, Fla.
Mr. Parenti, the former longtime
president of the Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association of New
Jersey (SBOANJ), received HHI’s
Man of the Year Award.
A Standardbred horse owner for
many years, Mr. Parenti retired
from the SBOANJ board of directors last October after 21 years of
service, including 14 years as
president and three years as a vice
president.
In his first run for public office he
was elected to the borough council in
his hometown of Fanwood, where he
served as police chief for 22 years.
Among other positions, Mr. Parenti
served as director of the John Stamler
Police Academy in Union County,
and president of the New Jersey Association of Chiefs of Police and the
New Jersey Police Traffic Officers
Association.
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By PAUL J. PEYTON

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholders’ fiscal affairs committee
began budget meetings last Thursday
with department heads in an effort to
trim an estimated $15.4-million tax
increase to fund a $414-million county
budget.
County Manager George Devanney
said he wants to work with the committee “to find some additional savings.”
He said the initial budget contained a
projected $26-million tax hike.
County Prosecutor Ted Romankow
said he needs $250,000 in funding to
replace three counselors in the VictimWitness Advocacy Unit who had resigned. He said the federal government’s
proposed budget, which is before Congress, cuts the $10.4 million in funding
to New Jersey to $8 million. Funding
for county victim advocate offices
would drop from $5.6 to $2.5 million.
Mr. Romankow called the cut “devastating” to Union County, where funding would be slashed from $440,000 to
$117,000. He said the county’s five
victim advocates made “11,000 contacts” in 2007.
“It’s physically impossible to make
11,000 victim contacts with just two
victim-witness advocates,” he said.
“We’d have to shut down victimwitness [advocacy],” he said. “That (the
cut in the grant) is the most serious
[budget] issue I have.”
Mr. Romankow said he would like to
hire two more assistant prosecutors. “If
I can get one from you, I would be
happy,” he said. The prosecutor office’s
proposed spending plan is $19.4 million, an increase of $1.2 million over
last year.
Mr. Devanney said a proposal to
privatize the county’s three public golf
courses is only on the table for
discussion.“Nothing has been decided.
That’s the importance of these meetings,” he said.
The county manager said while
county-run Runnells Specialized Hospital projects a $2-million deficit this
year in its $40-million budget, the
hospital’s Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation (PM&R) unit, a 25-bed
long-term, acute care facility, was closed
in December due to a change in federal
government imbursements, which
would create multi-million annual deficits. The hospital is instead expanding
its sub-acute facility within its 300-bed
nursing facility.
“This is really a plan that will put
Runnells back in the black in 2010,”
Mr. Devanney said.
RunnellsAdministrator Joseph Sharp
said Runnells’ long-term facility ran a
94-percent occupancy rate in 2007, 4
percent lower than projected. The lower
rate, he said, meant “hundreds of thousands of dollars” in lost revenue.
The Cornerstone psychiatric unit had
a 99-percent occupancy rate, while the
PM&R facility was at 75 percent, a

number Mr. Sharp said was “marginal”
and down 5 percent from 2006.
Mr. Sharp said one of his goals is to
develop a cash incentive to keep nurses
at work as opposed to utilizing their
sick days, which causes overtime expenses to rise. The projected overtime,
according to Mr. Devanney’s executive
budget, is $2.1 million. It was $2.5
million last year.
“Overtime, for us, is as huge as it is
for other county services,” he said.
The director said the hospital’s 44bed Cornerstone unit might pick up
some patients from a program operated
by Muhlenberg Hospital in Plainfield,
which is closing.
“That is going to create a huge gap,”
Mr. Sharp said.
Hospital officials said they plan to
seek state approval to expand Cornerstone by 20 beds to make up for the loss
from the closing of the PM&R unit.
Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
said the downturn in real-estate sales
would mean a $1-million loss of revenue this year due to a decline in filings
of deeds and mortgages. She said revenue to the county budget would drop
from $10.5 to $9.5 million.
Ms. Rajoppi said the market downturn resulted in a 22-percent decline in
document filings over the last two
months of 2007 and is expected to hit
30 percent this month. Filings last year
were down 12 percent, reducing revenue by 6 percent or $3 million.
Ms. Rajoppi has said she will seek to
make up part of that loss with additional revenue from subscriptions to
the county clerk’s property website.
She said revenue from passport applications would not make up the difference.
However, she said with less hours
needed to record real-estate documents,
she was able to use recording staff to
reduce overtime costs in her election
division.
On the election side, Ms. Rajoppi said
new software used by the state has caused
a significant jump in the number of
bilingual ballots that must be printed and
mailed to voters in the county. She said
“this (increase in bilingual ballots) almost doubles the cost of the ballots.”
Mr. Mirabella recommended new
state legislation to enable voters to opt
for e-mail ballots instead of having
them mailed, to save counties money
on printing and mailing costs.
The facilities management division’s
budget, excluding salaries ($5.2 million),
is increasing from $8.1 to $8.5 million
this year. Division Director Neil Palmieri
said the increase is mainly due to the
opening of the new 80,000-square-foot
juvenile detention center in Linden and
increased rent for some county offices.
“The janitorial [services at the detention center] will be at least $100,000,”
said Neil Palmieri, facilities management director. The current smaller facility in Elizabeth has a $5,000 janitorial budget.

Pennacchio Releases Plan
For Energy Independence

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE…Union County Freeholder Vice Chairman Alex
Mirabella speaks with Caroline Gelinne, left, and Sarah Chandler during a visit
to Kira Bradly’s eighth-grade social studies class at the Roosevelt Intermediate
School in Westfield. Ms. Bradly’s class is working on a project to improve
recycling in the community. Mr. Mirabella visited to speak with the students
about local government and to learn about their civics project.

Corzine: Burden of Iraq War
Deprived Nation of Initiatives
TRENTON – Governor Jon
Corzine has issued the following statement regarding the five-year anniversary of the war in Iraq:
“Today (March 19) marks the fifth
anniversary of America’s involvement in Iraq, a war that has cost our
nation nearly 4,000 American lives,
including 87 from New Jersey, and
literally tens of thousands of innocent Iraqi civilians. We must also
never forget the 30,000 wounded U.S.
troops whose lives have been irrevocably altered. This summer, New Jersey will mobilize close to 4,000 of
our own National Guard for deployment to Iraq over the next year.
“Our State and America are honored by the unparalleled courage and
service of our men and women in

uniform. We are particularly proud
of this generation of young people.
Their sacrifice equals that of
America’s veterans over the ages.
Regrettably, the financial burden of
the war – roughly $500 billion and
growing – has deprived our nation of
many worthy initiatives and investments that could have been made
during the past five years.
“All Americans, clearly, want to
stand up to protect our nation, but you
don’t protect America by dissipating
its resources and sacrificing the lives
of our brave troops in a nation that
had nothing to do with the vicious
attacks on 9/11.
“I pray, along with millions of
others, for a responsible and expeditious end to the war.”

WF to Host Annual Road
Race at Tamaques April 19
WESTFIELD — The Westfield Recreation Department and the Optimist
Club of Westfield will host the
Department’s annual 5-Miler and 1Mile road races on Saturday, April 19,
at Tamaques Park in Westfield.
Proceeds from the event will benefit
Project Graduation for 2008 Westfield
High School graduating seniors. The 1Mile Fun Run will begin at 9 am followed by the 5-Miler at 9:30 a.m.
Pre-Entry Registration Fees (postmarked before April 14) will be $15 for
the 5-Miler and $8 for the 1-Mile Fun
Run. Registration fees after April 14
and on race day will be $20 for the 5Miler and $10 for the 1-Mile Fun Run.
T-shirts will be issued to all pre-registered participants of the 5-Miler. The
race features a fast and flat USATF
certified course with mile splits and
water stations.
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Runners should come dressed to
run. Online registration is available at
www.raceforum.com.
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e-mail
tkastner@westfieldnj.gov if interested.
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U.S. Senate candidate and current
State Senator Joe Pennacchio, has
released his plan for American energy independence within the next 10
years. His statement (which was edited for length) is as follows:
“My vision to achieve energy independence follows three phases: First,
we must find new sources of oil and
coal along with new and cleaner ways
to extract the energy these resources
promise. Expanded exploration will
allow us the time necessary to develop alternative-energy sources,
while safeguarding financial resources necessary to the future of
energy research.
“Second, provide incentives and
tax credits to companies, public institutions and research foundations to
explore cleaner and more efficient
sources of alternative energy. No stone
should be left unturned, and everything must be on the table, including
solar, wind, fusion, geothermal,
biodiesel and nuclear energy.
“Third, we must offer real incentives
to convert to these alternate energy
sources. This may include subsidies for
solar panels on warehouse roofs, wind
turbine installations across our vast
farmland and possibly new fusion/
nuclear reactors built far from centers
of population. My vision for this process is meant to be a starting point in the
conversation on how to accomplish this
difficult task; this is not intended as an
end point in the process.
“Increase existing fuel capabilities.
The United States consumes roughly
22 million barrels of oil per day, or 25

percent of the world’s total. Our rate
of consumption is increasing by 2
percent per year. Until 1970, the
United States produced enough oil to
meet our needs, but since then, we
have become the largest oil importing nation in the world. There are
alternative sources of fuel right here
within our own borders, inluding
large, untapped oil reserves: The Gulf
of Mexico and Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) oil deposits hold
promise.
“The amount of recoverable oil
from both ANWR and the Gulf of
Mexico would significantly reduce
our dependence on foreign oil. Drilling in ANWR must be accompanied
with a commitment to rid ourselves
of foreign oil. Without that commitment I would not be in favor of drilling in ANWR because it serves no
long-term goal.
“The United States has the largest
reserves of recoverable coal – 275
billion tons – or about 25 percent of
the world’s reserves. This could last
us 250 years at present consumption
rates.
“Ethanol is a short-term solution
and one that we should not rely on
for the long term. Hydrogen-powered fuel cells offer the promise of
a pollution-free alternative. Solar
energy is probably the most encouraging long-term solution to our energy needs. Just outfitting the warehouses in New Jersey with solar
panels will provide a significant
alternative Energy source to New
Jersey citizens.”

Sabrin Says He Would Resign
If Troops Not Home by 2010
Murray Sabrin, a Republican candidate for the United States Senate
from New Jersey, has announced his
plan to end the Iraq War.
“I promise to resign from office if
all combat troops are not removed
from Iraq by September 2010.
“Our brave men and women accomplished their mission and won the Iraq
War by removing Saddam Hussein.
Americans continue to support our
troops and approve going after the
terrorists who attacked America on
September 11, 2001; however, Americans know we can not end another
country’s civil war. The voters sent the
politicians to Washington in 2006 to
bring our troops home; these politicians have failed.
“They should either do their job or
step aside and that is exactly what we
are promising; if we don’t bring our

combat troops home from Iraq by
September 2010, I will resign from
office…Every congressional and
senatorial candidate who is running
for office in November needs to make
the Sabrin Promise.”
Mr. Sabrin challenged incumbent
U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg to
sign the same pledge.
In other campaign news, Mr. Sabrin
has called on State Senator Joseph
Pennacchio (LD-26), also a Republican
candidate for the U.S. Senate, to resign
from his state senate seat and to abandon
his campaign for the U.S. Senate over
Mr. Pennacchio’s 1991 manifesto , “The
Nationalist Agenda: A blueprint for the
21st Century.”
The candidate is a professor and
executive director of the Center for
Business and Public Policy at Ramapo
College in Bergen County.
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Indulge yourself in the handmade luxury
of a Shifman mattress. A mattress so
comfortable you can hardly
wait to climb into bed at night.
A mattress that leaves you
refreshed and invigorated.
it’s always a great value.
Come in now
to enjoy real savings
and
a free down comforter.
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Plus Valley Furniture Special Bonus

$100 Gift Certificate

6$1"$QSFTFOUT

%BODF(FU.PWJOH

with new Masters Collection King & Queen Sets
CRYSTAL

BANCROFT
TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.

SUGG.

$300
$420

SALE

$149
$229

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET
KING SET

SUGG.

$410
$550
$1260
$1940

SALE

$219
$299
$699
$1049

JADE
SUGG.

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET
KING SET

$550
$700
$1620
$2420

SALE

$299
$389
$899
$1349

SAPPHIRE
TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET
KING SET

SUGG.

$750
$890
$2020
$2990
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SAVOY*

SALE

$409
$499
$1099
$1649

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET
KING SET

SUGG.

$1100
$1330
$2900
$4170

SALE

$599
$739
$1599
$2299

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • S UNDAY 1-5
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Has The Meaning Of Your Vote
Been Taken Away This Year?
We’ve been trying to figure out the point for having
school board/budget elections this year in our area. Except for Mountainside, where three candidates are vying
for two seats, there are no contested races. The incumbents are unopposed in Westfield and in Scotch PlainsFanwood. Only two candidates are seeking election to
three open seats in Garwood. Given the hassle, we can
understand why so few candidates come forth.
Perhaps even more perplexing, the new “Super-Superintendent,” Carmen Centuolo, has expanded responsibilities as designated by Governor Jon Corzine. She has been
charged to reject, modify and approve all school budgets
in Union County. This is causing a tizzy with school
boards accustomed to proceeding with independence.
The “Super-Super” has modified (reduced) each of the
districts’ proposed budgets not to exceed a 4-percent
property tax increase in each case. In government language, this is a budget cut, although spending and taxes
are actually to be increased. Perhaps, that’s the reason for
the “Super-Super.”
The 4-percent increase limit also insures that there will
never be a reduction in property taxes. For if a town or
school board found a way to reduce the increase, say by
actually lowering expenditures, that entity would be penalized the following year. Effectively, the rule, as written, insures that there will never be a reduction, even if a
town or school board could do so.

If town residents now vote on a budget as determined by
the “Super-Super,” are they voting to approve it, to disapprove in order to lower it, or disapprove it in order to raise
it? Upon a budget rejection, the law says the town council
shall decide the budget. In the past, the council could
raise, lower or leave the budget “as is.”
What about this year? Could the council alter a budget
already determined by the “Super-Super?”
This leads to our final question on the matter. Why have
a budget election this year? As best as we could estimate,
with input from town clerk Claire Gray and Dennis Kobitz
from the County Board of Elections, the school board
election in Westfield will cost about $60,000 (our guess).
Ballots are printed at $10,000. Ballots are mailed, voting
machines installed, poll workers paid, clerks tally results
and many other soft costs exist.
Last year, 3,000 people voted in the Westfield school
board election out of 19,000 registered. Turnout has been
dismal. The turnouts in Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Garwood,
Mountainside and elsewhere are similar.
A $60,000 expense for the Westfield election equates to
about $20 per vote. Perhaps instead, each man, women
and child could have their property tax reduced by $2 this
year by not having the election.
In the past, we have always urged everyone to get out
and vote. Has the meaning of your vote been taken away
this year?

Governor, There is No Waste In MS; Borough’s Effort
To Have Workers Pay More in Health Care Was Rejected
My name is Robert F. Viglianti. I have
been the mayor of the Borough of
Mountainside, Union County, for the past
20 years. I have been a member of the
governing body for 30 years. I, and all
members of the Mountainside Council,
are volunteers. We do not receive health
care and are not in the state pension system.
As you know, having lived in Summit,
Mountainside is a community of less than
10,000 residents.
What you may not know is that
Mountainside has always had a very low
tax rate. In fact, we are proud to have the
lowest effective tax rate in all of Union
County and one of the lowest in the state.
We also have the second highest property
values in the county. In the latest issue of
New Jersey Magazine, Mountainside was
rated as the number one community in
Union County and 16th in the state as one
of the best communities in New Jersey in
which to live.
For years, Mountainside has shared
services with other communities and the
county. We presently share our board of
health, welfare director, tax assessor, borough engineer, 911 medical dispatchers
and all of our inspectors. We also have a
part-time tax collector, a part-time administrator, and volunteer fire department and rescue squad. Mountainside
also participates in a high school sendreceive relationship with Berkeley
Heights.
Governor, there is no waste in our
community, and it is an insult to my
community for you or Trenton to suggest
that there is. In a recent speech, you

mentioned that one way that communities, such as Mountainside, could save tax
dollars is through tougher negotiated contracts with our employees. Governor, this
was not possible. As a borough, we entered into negotiations with a union offering a fair contract based on the CPI and
the cost-of-living rates. We offered the
employees a 3 percent per year increase
for three years.
They rejected the offer and filed for
mediation and arbitration. The State of
New Jersey appointed an arbitrator that
granted the union a 4-plus percent award
per year for four years and refused to
mandate that the same union contribute to
their health care cost at the same level as
the private sector. Thus, how do we save
by “tougher negotiated contracts?”
Trenton’s reluctance to increase the
public retirement age, mandate increases
in contributions for health care and to stop
multiple pensions are a greater waste of
tax dollars than anything else.
Governor, with all due respect your
plan of stopping aid to the small communities is, in my opinion, Trenton’s way of
having the younger brother, the small
communities, pay for the sins of the older
brother. The small communities did not
cause Trenton’s financial problems. The
small towns are not a drain on the state’s
budget. So why are all of the small towns
being punished? You must look at each
town individually on a “case by case”
basis.
Why are you not including some of the
large cities that receive the lion’s share of
state aid? It is in these cities that you are
likely to find the greatest waste of tax

dollars. Why not look to the larger cities
where some of their officials were found
guilty of fraud? Why are you not looking
at the larger cities that for decades have
received massive state assistance and have
nothing to show for it other than negative
results?
Governor, please listen to the mayors
of New Jersey, especially those from small
communities with populations under
10,000 residents. They can tell you what
the New Jersey residents really feel.
Sir, you presently have the opportunity
to start the state on the right path to
recovery. New taxes, new loans, toll increases and the consolidation of all small
communities are surely not the answers.
Reducing state costs and waste, finding
and prosecuting non tax-paying workers
and businesses, mandating public employees to pay their fair share of health
care, mandating retirement at age 65,
stopping all elected officials and public
employees from being enrolled in multiple pension programs and eliminating
unnecessary agencies would be a much
better path to begin on.
Governor, if you begin on the right
path, this would not only ensure you a
second term, but you could be known as
one of the best Governors in the history of
New Jersey. If you fail to correct the
problems facing New Jersey, or insist on
the consolidation of every small town,
you will still go down in New Jersey’s
history, but for different reasons.
Governor, if I may be of assistance I
would be available at your convenience.
Robert Viglianti
Mayor of Mountainside

Your State Legislators
---LD-21--Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073
Asm. Eric Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22--Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404
Asw. Linda Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark and Linden.
E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

Letters to the Editor
Reader Calls Westfield Planning
Board’s Logic ‘Stunning, Appalling’
Brian Molloy, Bud Boothe, the Honorable Jack Boyle and Betty List gave superb legal, safety and historical arguments at this month’s Westfield Planning
Board meeting.
Without refuting any of the arguments
against granting a subdivision, the board
passed the application for a variance to
subdivide the Wychwood gatehouse and
allow a driveway onto Wychwood Road.
The board members explained their
vote. One member said his third-grade
teacher taught him that a point is a point,
and a line is a line.
Using the logic of a third grader, he
concluded that the lot came to a point, and
there is no side fronting East Broad Street.
He reasoned that an old deed described
the Wychwood Road side of the property
had curved until it came to a point at the
southeast end of the property; therefore,
the property is a point because a point is
not a line.
He totally ignored what my fourthgrade teacher taught me: if there is a
southeast point, there must be a complementary northeast point. If the property
came to a point, it would be called the east
point. And more importantly, he ignored
the clear and precise legal explanation by
Judge Boyle regarding the Broad Street
side of the property and how it should be

measured according to statute.
Another board member claimed to be a
“strict Constitutionalist,” which he
claimed means people should be allowed
to do whatever they want with their property, apparently despite the law, despite
town statutes and despite popular opinion.
Another board member said that the
safety expert called a driveway onto
Wychwood Road less safe. He concluded
less safe is not unsafe. Another board
member couldn’t reconcile the safety issue since Gallowae and Scudder are unsafe. He seemed to feel an unsafe driveway fit right into the character of the
neighborhood.
Another board member tried unsuccessfully to get a written promise to not
tear down the gatehouse. They couldn’t
get “never, ever,” so they asked for the
next best thing: a promise to not tear
down for five years.
Their logic was stunning. I was appalled by the lack of regard for the law,
the safety or the public sentiment. They
ran it like a court of law. In the end, they
totally disregarded the law. The planning
board did a great disservice to Wychwood
and to the Town of Westfield.
Richard Lewis
Westfield

Glover Says Marks’ Effort to ‘Make
Him Irrelevant’ on Council ‘Will Fail’
While Mayor Marks most likely will
continue, as he has done several times
since I began my term in office, to try to
push my seat and position on the Scotch
Plains Township Council to irrelevancy,
let me assure him once again that he will
fail in this effort.
I will not allow his unconscionable and
rude behavior and antics to go unanswered. Let me make this simple for
Mayor Marks to understand, I will continue to faithfully represent our citizens’
demands for an open, fair and fiscally
responsible government, as well as their
calls for better stewardship of our
township’s infrastructure, and resist his
efforts to marginalize our citizens’ voices.
The mayor and the Republican-led
council members defend the status quo by
attacking anyone that suggests having an
open dialogue about our township’s budget with its citizens.
Once again, they are unwilling to make
the proposed budget easily accessible and
available to the public, and are dismissive
of the potential value of citizen input
because they believe the public is not
capable of understanding a municipal
budget.
I have asked for the proposed budget to
be posted on the town’s website. There
has been no response. What don’t they
want you to see? After all, it’s the taxpayers’ money.
Regarding a much-debated issue, the
potential use of the township’s reserves to
help us get through what will be a difficult
budget year, I’m perplexed by Councilwoman Coronato’s passionate plea not to

dip into our reserves during these difficult
times.
She voted, in the past, to push these
reserves to their lowest level in over a
decade. I’ll share with you that she and
the mayor did this solely for political
purposes and not because our community
was confronted with a slowing economy.
Need I remind those who were living
here at the time that they followed up this
fiscally irresponsible stunt shortly thereafter, by voting a tax increase of approximately 18 points, the largest in our
township’s history.
Councilwoman Coronato has stated that
building the township’s very own
$500,000 mini-golf course was in response to the public’s call to the council
to come up with innovative new sources
of revenue. The mini-golf course, which
is falling significantly short of its originally anticipated revenues, is simply an
example of her poor economic judgment.
I have spoken to many of our citizens
regarding this uncertain difficult economic
period and the hard choices they and their
families are confronted with, and the decisions they have had to make, affecting
everything from healthcare to their
children’s college choices.
Many of these families are making
tough decisions related to their individual
finances. Without exception, they have
shared with me that they expect the same
of their municipal government.
Kevin Glover
Councilman
Scotch Plains

Glover, Samuel Should Try to Be
Civil, ‘Instead of Complaining’
As a 19-year-old student of the Catholic University of America and a lifetime
member of Scotch Plains, it is very disappointing to see many of the views expressed nowadays, both by Scotch Plains
and Fanwood Residents and Americans
as a whole.
Everyone is so quick to criticize without looking at all the facts. They make
outrageous statements without backing
anything up.
I’m going to try and keep this brief and
to the point, while also trying to hit as
many issues as possible.
First, the Iraq War. Let’s keep in mind
that the troop surge is going well, that no
war has ever done anything but help the
economy (despite the expression in last
week’s paper that this war is doing the

opposite) and that most wars are not over
in a day (or even a year).
Let’s also remember that the majority
of troops support the war and our current
President, and do not want to pull out at
any point other than the point when we’re
truly finished.
As for Councilman Glover and Mr.
Samuel, I would love to see you try, for
just a month or two, having a civil argument instead of complaining and criticizing on an almost weekly basis.
Let’s also try not to believe everything
the media tells us – the news is there to
sell, not to tell the truth. I hate to be critical
myself, but it is so very frustrating to see
what this nation is coming to.
Sean Gaynor
Scotch Plains

SP Council Took $500,000 From Your
Pockets and Put it in Town’s Account
Last year, the majority on the council,
over Kevin Glover’s objection, insisted
on a 5-point (just shy of $500,000) increase in the municipal portion of your
tax bill. Based on their extensive experience and expertise, they claimed they
knew that 2007 would be a very bad year
for tax collections, and costs would sky
rocket. In fact, they said perhaps the increase should have been more. Mr. Glover,
on the other hand, wanted to remove three
points from the increase, leaving only a 2point increase.
As it turned out, we could have had only
the 2-point tax increase Mr. Glover proposed with no dire consequences. Tax
collections in 2007 were, in fact, as good as
in the past. The surplus in our capital
account increased by $100,000. This was
appropriated by the majority and was part
of their 5-point tax increase. The capital
surplus (different from the prior surplus)
increased by $300,000. The surplus in our
current fund increased by $75,000, and the
surplus in the recreation reserve increased
by $70,000. This is a total increase in these
accounts of $545,000, $45,000 more than
last year’s tax increase. The fact is they
took $500,000 out of your pockets to put in
the town’s bank account. Yes, it was only
$122 for the average household in Scotch
Plains, but wouldn’t it have been better in
your account?
This year, the members of the majority
are ridiculing Mr. Glover for proposing as a
goal to have a 0-point tax increase instead of
joining him in this goal. Mr. Glover and his
advisors have been working to develop and
propose a comprehensive long-term fiscal
plan for our Scotch Plains budgeting, which
will help us weather the rocky economic
road ahead. Let us all work with them to find
a flashlight rather than complain about the
darkness.
On another matter, I thank the editor
for inviting me to clarify an error in last
week’s Times that discussed that week’s
Scotch Plains Township Council meeting. In the article, the category in which
Councilman Glover proposed an increase
in anticipated revenue to lower our taxes
for last year was misstated. As a result,
the conclusion was drawn that his suggestion was proven wrong. Nothing could be

further from the truth.
Mr. Glover said that the receipts from
delinquent taxes would be $874,000, so
that the budget should anticipate $800,000
for that category and not the $600,000
that the 4-1 majority voted for. As it turns
out, the receipts from delinquent taxes
was $874,000, as Mr. Glover predicted.
This is not to suggest that Mr. Glover is
clairvoyant. He is just diligent in fulfilling his duties as a councilman.
If the experienced members of the council were as diligent as Mr. Glover, they
would have known what the number
would be from their much-heralded years
of experience. What is more surprising is
that the manager brushed Mr. Glover’s
proposal aside by saying the collections
in that category had never been that high.
Maybe the experienced members of the
council should be more respectful of Mr.
Glover’s suggestions this year. You can
pull rank and claim experience one time,
but if this experience leads to an incorrect
result, deference to that experience is not
any longer called for.
Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

Parents Should Stay on
Sidelines at Egg Hunt
I was shocked and appalled at the behavior of some parents at last Saturday’s
Easter egg hunt, held at Mindowaskin
Park. What I thought would be wholesome fun for my 3-year-old turned out to
be a scrum of highly competitive parents
shoving their way in, so their own kids
could stuff their baskets full.
Meanwhile, less aggressive kids got
nothing. One would have thought the plastic eggs were filled with scholarships for
Ivy League schools, instead of coupons for
chocolate bunnies and treats. The Lions
Club, which does a fine job sponsoring and
organizing the event, should require that
parents watch from the sidelines for future
Easter egg hunts, not actively participate
in something that is clearly meant just for
very young children.
Stephen Sautner
Cranford
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TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Brummagem – Anything cheap and
gaudy, such as imitation jewelry
2. Vafrous – Crafty or cunning
3. Diaphanous – Transparent or translucent
4. Bawbee – A half penny or small coin
CACHINNATE
1. To annoy, torment or delay
2. To infatuate
3. To shackle, to chain
4. To laugh loudly or too much
SCORPER
1. A jeweler’s gouging tool used for
engraving metal
2. A homeless person; a beggar
3. A lecher or lewd person
4. An expert on social behavior among
ethnic groups
VOGIE
1. In the know; up to date
2. Cheerful; merry
3. Mischievous; devilish
4. Fussy
VITRIC
1. Bubbling over with enthusiasm
2. Potted or pitted
3. Enraged; on the verge of insanity
4. Having the nature of glass

See More Letters on
Pages 5 and 18

Letters to
the Editor
Poll Workers May be
Problem, Not Machines
I’ve worked the polls in Union County
for a number of elections, and I am not at
all concerned about the voting machines.
However, I have always been amazed
that the system of hiring poll workers is so
dysfunctional. Given what I know about
the people running Union County this
past decade, I have to wonder if this is
orchestrated by the power brokers.
It certainly worked in their favor in
Elizabeth in 2006. When a contentious
Primary Election didn’t go their way, and
the only independent Democrat on the
city council won re-election, they had the
money to challenge it in court. If you look
close enough at any election, you will
find poll worker errors. In this case, poll
workers allowed 40 registered
Republicans to vote Democratic. A judge
threw out the election results and ordered
a second primary, and the machine won
that one.
I get my conspiracy theory from the
fact that every county will tell you it is
hard to find enough people to work the
polls. Yet, I don’t see enough of an effort
on Union County’s part to hire poll
workers, and on any given election in
places like Elizabeth, you will see county
and city workers being used as challengers
alongside poll workers and as campaign
workers handing out literature outside of
the polls.
With such a shortage of poll workers,
why doesn’t the Democratic machine
encourage these employees to be poll
workers instead? Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi is an educated and
professional woman, yet when she raised
alarms about voting machines recently,
however, justified as her concerns may
be, the fact that she chooses to ignore the
process by which poll workers are hired
to work these machines makes her
motive’s suspect to me. Why didn’t she
demand an overhaul of the system that
hires poll workers after the Elizabeth
fiasco when she called the special election
“unprecedented (in Union County) from
my historical knowledge.”
The re-do election required the services
of 103 poll workers and cost taxpayers
tens of thousands of dollars. Ditto for
State Senator Nicholas Scutari, who plans
to introduce legislation to create a Voting
Machine Integrity Unit within the state
Division of Gaming Enforcement to
thoroughly test and certify all new voting
technologies before they are implemented.
Sequoia already submits their machines
to a federal certification process.
Yet Mr. Scutari isn’t embarrassed that
a poll worker who operates the voting
machines could be hired by simply
providing his or her name and Social
Security number. The gaming workers
who are in charge of the slot machines are
required to have a license issued by a
regulatory agency, such as a state casino
control board or commission. Applicants
for a license must provide photo
identification. Poll workers are never
looked at face to face or interviewed, and
do not have to submit work experience or
references. We have a far more thorough
approach to ensuring the fidelity of our
fast food workers.
When Sequoia voting machines
showed a discrepancy in the last primary
election, the company maintained the
errors were caused by poll workers who
inadvertently pressed buttons on the
control panels. The poll worker then has
to push a button that sets the machine for
either party. Yet, time and again, it is
found that poll workers have a difficult
time performing this task.
I can tell you from experience, the
person manning the machine is usually
determined early on in the day. It will be
the person least capable of signing voters
into the book, which simply requires
knowledge of the alphabet.
People are focusing on the wrong
machines. Sequoia may have quirks, and
perhaps a certain amount of human error
will just have to be dealt with as needed,
but it’s an embarrassment that no one in
New Jersey has the political will power to
address the fact that it is more likely that
the election process is being compromised
by man-made political machines.
Tina Renna
Cranford
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The Westfield Leader and Les
Marmitons of Cranford have a long history. You [The Leader] have been very
supportive of our organization and our
goals of bringing gentlemen together in
friendship through culinary pursuits.
You also know that President Bob Rial
and I have been hard at work for over a
year organizing the 2008 Annual International Reunion of Les Marmitons hosted
by the Cranford and New Jersey Chapters
at the Grand Summit Hotel in Summit.
We will be together there June 6, 7 and 8.
Our long friendship and your continuing support lead us to an obvious conclusion, and we are happy to tell you that Les
Marmitons has chosen The Westfield
Leader as the Official Newspaper of the

NJ Would Go a Long Way By Adopting
Other Models to Lower Property Taxes

See Governor Jon Corzine
Discuss State Fiscal Crisis
at

goleader.com/video
For John List, see
goleader.com/list

a police department, fire department and
street department. It also has a planning
board and a parks board. That’s it.
You’ll notice that Ellettsville doesn’t
have a health board, a tax collector, a tax
assessor, an environmental commission,
a historic preservation commission
(Ellettsville was founded in 1837,
Fanwood in 1895), a local assistance
board, a library or a downtown redevelopment commission — all of which
Fanwood has.
Ellettsville has 5,078 residents;
Fanwood has 7,140.
Who provides all those government
services not provided by Ellettsville?
Monroe County.
Real Home Rule:
Maryland, where I live now, has a
different structure – and it’s one I think is
better than either New Jersey or Indiana.
For one thing, Maryland really does have
home rule.
In Maryland, local government does
what the local residents want it to do.
With the county responsible for all
required government functions, local communities are able to decide what – if
anything – they want to do.
Sometimes that means nothing. Silver
Spring, with a population of roughly
88,000 people, is not incorporated, has no
mayor, no council, no nothing. Everything is provided by the county.
But being able to pick and choose is
wonderful. Chevy Chase, where Supreme
Court Chief Justice John G. Roberts lives,
is focused on how it looks. So it maintains
its streets, keeps a sharp eye on buildings
and construction, and maintains its trees
(it even has a consulting arborist who,
upon request, “will visit your property
and return to you a report on the tree
health and care specific for your property.
The arborist will examine trees on your
property for pest infestation and hazardous conditions, such as deadwood, rot or
co-dominant branches.”)
What about police, fire and all those
health and human services? They are provided by Montgomery County.
A nearby community, Rockville, the
second largest city in Maryland, with
roughly 60,000 residents, wants to do
much more, and does, starting with its
own police department.
Give Towns a Choice:
My guess is that given the choice,
Fanwood residents would vote to keep
their police department, fire department,
public works department and parks and
recreation department.
But they would also vote to send the tax
assessor/collector function, town engineer, public health and welfare and environmental functions to the county.
New Jersey’s small towns can be saved,
and taxes can be lowered, if New Jersey
government is restructured.
Joel Whitaker
Silver Spring, Md.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SOUP DU JOUR...Les Marmitons warm up their culinary and imbibing skills, in
both haute cuisine and assimilation modes, in Kenilworth two weeks ago at their
monthly wassail. The gentlemen’s group is hosting the Annual International Les
Marmitons event at the Grand Summit Hotel in June.

Township Republicans Are Attempting
To Smear ‘Lone Voice’ on Town Council
In the topsy turvy world of Scotch
Plains town politics, the Republican Council members are continuing their campaign for higher taxes. Moreover, they
are doing so by attempting to smear the
lone voice for controlling taxes on the
town council. Hmm…Republicans resorting to disinformation and smear campaign tactics: what a surprise. In a letter to
the editor last week, Councilwoman
[Paulette] Coronato made a feeble attempt to challenge Councilman [Kevin]
Glover’s tax-sparing stance. Let’s examine her arguments.
She complains that Mr. Glover changed
his stance several times during the 2007
budget process. In fact, he was consistently pushing for different ways to trim
the budget, always with the goal of minimizing the town tax burden. It is an indisputable fact that without Kevin Glover’s
efforts, we would have paid higher taxes
last year.
Councilwoman Coronato criticizes
Councilman Glover for reducing the
town’s surplus fund budget. Yet she fails
to mention that the surplus is at an all time
high and she even counters her own argument when she admits that the surplus
should be used to help protect us from tax
increases. Indeed Councilwoman
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Coronato herself voted a few years ago to
bring the surplus down to only 36 percent
of what it is today.
Ms. Coronato correctly notes that the
budgetary challenges before us are huge.
The Marks-led council’s knee jerk response is to propose a tax increase of
double-digit points. And Mayor [Martin]
Marks himself literally throws a temper
tantrum at the suggestion of revenue sparing measures. Mayor Marks’ consistently
contentious disposition, and his inability
to debate and negotiate rationally and in
good faith, is unprofessional and will
severely impede the town budget process.
Councilwoman Coronato complains
about Mayor Marks being labeled a “tax
and spend mayor.” Perhaps more precisely
Mayor Marks’ policies should be referred
to as “borrow and spend” or “spend and
tax.” By borrowing money to fund the
Mayor’s pet projects, the inevitable tax
increases resulting from the incurred debt
are deferred to a later time and thus disconnected from the unbridled spending that
forces the tax increases to occur.
It’s a shell game they play to distance
themselves from the taxation resulting
from their actions. The numbers are fairly
striking. Under Marks’ leadership, between 2000 and 2007, the property tax
rate increased 48 percent and spending
increased nearly 50 percent.
So, Councilwoman Coronato attempts to
discredit Kevin Glover’s tax sparing proposals and efforts by labeling them as “selfpromotion.” All I can say is promote away
Mr. Glover. Your efforts are appreciated.
John Thompson
Scotch Plains

Marks Should Reduce
Taxes At Home in SP
In last week’s paper, Mayor [Martin]
Marks of Scotch Plains said that he was
the first candidate in the race for Congress
to sign the Americans for Tax Reform’s
“No Tax Pledge.”
I find it ironic that he is so interested in
saving us from tax abuse in Washington
but has been unsuccessful at doing this at
the municipal level.
The mayor stated that he wanted to
“bring strong and intense scrutiny to the
process of spending public dollars,” yet
he appears to become critical and angry
with Councilman [Kevin] Glover, who is
doing just that at the local level. Start at
home, Mr. Mayor. Save us from municipal tax increases in Scotch Plains.
Constant Baldasarre
Scotch Plains

Since New Jersey workers will be picking up the tab for the state’s proposed paid
leave program, they should know that
legislators may be basing their vote on
statistics that aren’t realistic. This miscalculation will force every worker in New
Jersey to pay higher taxes. Why is that?
The Department of Labor has estimated
that 38,000 people will use paid leave in
the first year, based on California numbers. It would make more sense to calculate the use rate based on New Jersey data.
On average, 29,000 women (not dads, not
adoptive parents) receive maternity leave
benefits under our current temporary disability insurance (TDI) coverage. Populations not covered by TDI benefits and
who probably account for a sizeable number of those who actually gave birth
(114,000) versus those who took the benefit (29,000) will be eligible for paid
leave. If even half of these people take the

Expert minimally invasive surgery at Overlook Hospital.
Dr. Craig Eisendrath

An incredibly small incision. That’s all it takes for our surgeons to open arteries, remove
gall bladders, and routinely perform most types of surgery, including weight loss. We’re

The State of the World

the first primary angioplasty site in the state. And one of the first hospitals in the state

Wednesday, April 2 7:00 pm

to treat stroke patients using the FDA cleared minimally invasive Merci® Retriever. By
employing these procedures, we can help our patients experience less pain and faster
recoveries, with many going home the same day. We start out small. So you get big results.
For a referral to a surgeon using minimally invasive techniques call 866-412-1860. For more
information or to sign up for a free, personalized newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.

Dr. Eisendrath will review the international scene and U.S. policy, as well as
nuclear weapons, the Middle East, Pakistan, North Korea, our relations with
Russia and China, and the problem of world poverty.
He is a former
diplomat with the Department of State, a former college dean, head of the
Pennsylvania Humanities Council, and co-founder of the National
Constitution Center. He has written numerous books on foreign affairs, most
recently War in Heaven: The Arms Race in Outer Space (with Helen
Caldicott). His latest novel, To Enter Jerusalem, will be published April 2008.
This program is open to Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders.
For more information or to register, call 908.789.4090 X4140.

2008 International Reunion of Les
Marmitons, Garden State 2008.
We are pleased to be able to work with
you and look forward to continued friendship and growth in our common goals.
Richard Dreher, Jr.
Treasurer, Les Marmitons

WFD, Red Cross
Thanked for Response
Westfield Senior Housing would like
to express its gratitude to the Westfield
Fire Department (WFD), the Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad (WVRS) and
the Westfield/Mountainside Chapter of
the American Red Cross for their services
to its second building, at 1129 Boynton
Avenue, on Tuesday night, March 18.
Responding to a fire emergency, the
WFD, under the direction of Chief Dan
Kelly, not only handled the crisis efficiently and professionally, but showed an
understanding of the impact of the event
on our population of seniors, as evidenced
by the way the firemen interacted with
our residents. The WVRS crew performed
their job with compassion and kindness,
and Maureen Kaufmann, of the Red Cross,
responded promptly and was extremely
helpful in taking us through the process of
sheltering affected individuals.
Westfield is very fortunate to have
access to agencies that perform their jobs
in such a professional, efficient and caring way. These agencies deserve the gratitude and thanks of everyone who lives
and works here.
Ruth Smith, Westfield Senior
Citizens Housing

Why Would NJ Want Deduction for
Paid Leave With Recession Looming

Great work through tiny openings.

The Westfield Memorial Library Presents

Page 5

Les Marmitons International Culinary
Event to be Hosted in Summit in June

Letters to the Editor
Governor Jon Corzine doesn’t have to
kill Fanwood, or Garwood, or
Mountainside, or even Scotch Plains to
solve New Jersey’s tax problems.
But New Jersey does need to drastically restructure its government – both
for efficiency and to make “home rule” a
reality.
Broadly speaking, New Jersey requires
its smallest municipalities to perform
exactly the same functions as its largest.
At the same time, many things one would
expect a local community to be able to do,
it can’t.
It always astounded me during the 25
years I lived in Fanwood that my town
was required by New Jersey Code to
provide almost all the services that New
Jersey’s largest city, Newark, was required to provide.
And it always surprised me that
Fanwood was required to do things that
plainly could be done more efficiently
and more effectively by a larger entity.
To work around these problems, local
officials spent a great deal of time negotiating inter-local service agreements. One
example is Fanwood’s participation in
the Westfield Regional Department of
Health. In this case, some of Fanwood’s
tax bill was determined, not by Fanwood
officials, but by Westfield officials.
When I got on council, I was even more
surprised to learn that we were responsible for sewer pipes that moved wastewater from Scotch Plains to a treatment
plant in Edison – but we couldn’t do
anything to solve some backup problems
because the source of the backup was in
Plainfield – and Plainfield was responsible for maintaining those pipelines.
And I was even more surprised to learn
that we had to ask state approval to install
a stop sign or a traffic light.
It’s long past time for a change. And
that change should not – and does not –
have to mean wiping out towns like
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside or
Scotch Plains. Other states have small
towns – and lower taxes.
When Size Matters:
When I lived in Indiana, what a town
could do was largely determined by its
size.
There were five classes of towns. The
largest, Indianapolis, had all the power of
state government, except that which state
government specifically denied it.
Smaller towns had lesser power. So
Ellettsville, near Bloomington (the home
of Indiana University), is required to have
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benefit, the use rate swells by another
42,000.
The new paid leave bill extends beyond our tradition of supporting mothers
to include dads, adoptive parents,
caregivers for immediate family members, and possibly even folks who are sick
and have exhausted other benefits.
The cost to workers is estimated at $33
per year based on 38,000 people using the
benefit. However, the actual amount could
be closer to $250 per year if, once expanded, the use rate comes closer to the
private sector experience of 8 percent.
This is quite a difference, considering
how important every dollar in your paycheck is these days. With a recession
looming, why would we even consider
taking more money out of people’s paychecks?
Joan Verplanck, Trenton
NJ Chamber of Commerce
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Local Museum to Spotlight
Colonial Era Table Customs

SOMETHING SEW RIGHT…David Athenson of Westfield, left, and Philip
Efthimion of Bedminster are pictured at the 2007 AIDS Babies Quilt-a-thon at the
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, located at 250 Gallows Hill Road in
Westfield. This year’s event will take place on Saturday, April 5, from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. All are welcome.

Greek Orthodox Church
Announces Quilt-a-Thon
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church will conduct its 15th Annual AIDS Babies
Quilt-a-thon on Saturday, April 5,
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. All ages are
invited to participate in this event,
which is free and open to the public.
The church hosts the quilt-a-thon
each year as a one-day Lenten
project. It is coordinated through
ABC Quilts, a national, non-profit
organization. Materials are provided
free of charge, but volunteers are
welcome to bring in baby products
such as baby food, wipes and disposable diapers. These will be given
to St. Claire’s Home in Elizabeth.
The quilts are for babies with AIDs
and other serious diseases.
There are eight steps to making a
quilt. Volunteers assemble the quilts
– iron, cut, measure and knot – and a
team of sewers sew them on sewing
machines.
The quilts will be distributed to
infants in nine hospitals and transitional homes, including the University of Medicine and Dentistry, Beth
Israel Hospital, Columbus Hospital
Pediatric Services, FXB Pediatric
Center and The Family Place, all in
Newark; Trinitas Hospital and St.
Claire’s Home, both in Elizabeth;
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in Plainfield and John F. Kennedy
Medical Center in Edison.
Connie Wygera of Tewksbury
Township is chairman of the quilt-athon, which is funded by the Ladies
Philoptochos Society. Last year, as
in all previous years, more than 200
volunteers made over 250 quilts for
at-risk babies.

The Reverend Peter Delvizis, presiding priest at the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church, will bless
the quilts on Sunday, April 6. The
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church is located at 250 Gallows
Hill Road in Westfield. Individuals
participating in the quilt-a-thon are
asked to bring their scissors and a
snack or lunch.

CROP Walk Meeting
On Tap This Sunday
FANWOOD – The Fanwood/
Scotch Plains Ministerium will hold
an organizational meeting for next
fall’s CROP Walk on Sunday, March
30, at 2 p.m. in the dining room of
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church.
Attendees may enter from
McDermott Place or Marion Avenue.
Held annually, CROP Walks raise
funds to help fight world hunger.
The upcoming event will be held on
Sunday, October 19. Communities
Responding to Overcome Poverty
(CROP) is a program of Church
World Service that responds to disasters in the United States and
around the world.
Dr. Marie Varley, regional director of Church World Service, will be
present to provide her knowledge of
planning a successful CROP Walk.
Materials for planning and promoting the walk will be available.
All houses of worship and other
community organizations are invited
to send a representative to this meeting. For more information, call the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church office at (908) 889-8891.

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
present “18th-Century Table Customs and Manners” on Sunday,
March 30, from 2 to 4 p.m.
Kathy Dowling’s program will include a historical overview of utensils and plates in the Colonial era, as
well as a discussion of what the early
settlers ate and where they ate according to the season. Visitors also
will learn about a typical dinner party
of the time and the etiquette rules
that were followed.
Costumed docents will be available to guide visitors through the
fully furnished, 1740 farmhouse. In
the museum’s Frazee Building, Janet
Murphy and Judy Murphy will prepare seasonal recipes over the openhearth fire using authentic Colonial
methods. Taste treats will be offered
for sampling.
Admission is $2.50 for adults, $1
for students and free for children

Former Diplomat Plans
To Speak at Library
WESTFIELD – Author and diplomat Craig Eisendrath will present a
free talk entitled “The State of the
World” beginning at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 2, at the Westfield
Memorial Library.
Mr. Eisendrath is a former diplomat with the Department of State, a
former college dean, head of the
Pennsylvania Humanities Council
and co-founder of the National Constitution Center.
During his talk, he will review the
international scene and United States
policy, as well as nuclear weapons,
the Middle East, Pakistan, North
Korea, the United States’ relations
with Russia and China and the problem of world poverty.
He has written multiple books on
foreign affairs, most recently “War in
Heaven: The Arms Race in Outer
Space” (with Helen Caldicott). His
latest novel, “To Enter Jerusalem,”
will be published next month.
This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. The Westfield Memorial Library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. Those interested are
asked to register at the library’s Circulation Desk or to call (908) 7894090, extension no. 4140.
For more information on library
programs, call (908) 789-4090, visit
the library’s website at wmlnj.org or
stop by the library for a copy of its
quarterly newsletter.

under age four. Upcoming Sunday
events at the museum include “Silhouettes” on April 6 and “Fashion
Dolls and Tea” on April 13.
The Miller-Cory House Museum
also is available weekday mornings
for tours for school or other groups,
as well as after school for Boy Scout
and Girl Scout groups. All tours must
be arranged in advance. For information on tours, Sunday programs
or volunteer opportunities at the museum, call (908) 232-1776 weekdays between 9 a.m. and noon.

Friends Seek Donations
For Book Sale In April
WESTFIELD – Plans are underway for the 2008 Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library book
sale. The Friends will accept donations of adult and children’s hardcover and paperback novels and nonfiction books, compact disks, DVDs,
videos and recorded books.
Donations need to be in resalable
condition, not damaged, stained or
mildewed. The Friends cannot accept
records, magazines, encyclopedias,
textbooks, condensed and out-of-date
travel, health or business books.
Donations, which are tax-deductible, will be accepted at the library on
Thursday and Friday, April 10 and
11, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Saturday, April 12, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The sale will take place Wednesday
through Saturday, April 16 to 19, at
the library at 550 East Broad Street.

Author Visit to Teach
Children About India
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will welcome
author Pooja Makhijani on Sunday,
April 6, at 1 p.m. as part of its celebration of the traditions of India.
Ms. Makhijani will read from her
book, “Mama’s Saris,” and will display a variety of saris for children to
touch. The program, for youngsters
ages 5 and up and their families, also
will include a sari-tying demonstration and a sari-inspired art project.
Space is limited and advance registration is recommended. This free
program is part of an ongoing series
of programs held at the Scotch Plains
Public Library for children and their
families.
The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue
in the center of town. For further
information or a full schedule of
events, call (908) 322-5007 or visit
the library’s website, scotlib.org.

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500

Peter Lewis Simon and Ms. Nicole Tarica

Ms. Nicole Tarica Engaged
To Peter Lewis Simon
Melanie and Jack Tarica of
Westfield have announced the engagement of their daughter, Ms.
Nicole Tarica, to Peter Lewis Simon.
He is the son of Sherry and Neal
Simon of Simsbury, Conn.
The bride-to-be graduated from
Westfield High School in 1997 and
from Syracuse University in NewYork
in 2001 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology. She received her
master’s degree in educational psychology and a professional diploma
in school psychology from Kean
University in Union in 2005. Ms.

Tarica is employed with the Township of Union Public School District
as a school psychologist.
A graduate of Simsbury High
School, the future bridegroom was
awarded a Bachelor of Arts degree in
History from Union College in
Schenectady, N.Y. in 1998. He earned
his Master of Business Administration degree in 2004 from Fordham
University in New York City and is
employed as a hedge accounting consultant in New York City.
The couple plans to be married in
July.

Church Announces Concert,
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Youth
Group of the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church will host a “Concert in
the Grove” and spaghetti dinner
fundraiser on Saturday, April 5, at
the church.
Beginning at 5 p.m. in the sanctuary, the concert will feature Paul
DiDario on the piano performing
works by composers such as
Scarlatti, Beethoven, Chopin,
Schubert and Liszt. Mr. DiDario is
director of music at the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church. A double
degreed Juilliard School graduate,
he has many credits in solo, duet and
ensemble work on the piano and the
harpsichord, and also is an actor and
writer. He has been invited to South
Korea for three annual concert tours
and performed solo with Metropolitan Opera star Jerome Hines.
Admission is free, but donations
to support a summer mission trip are
appreciated.
Following the concert, the spaghetti dinner will take place at 6 p.m.
in the church’s Ryno Hall. The dinner will include spaghetti and meatballs, salad, garlic bread, beverages
and dessert. Suggested donations for
the dinner are $8 for adults and $5
for children ages 5 to 12, with a
maximum per family of $20. Special
activities will be available for children.
Proceeds will support an annual
mission trip by Willow Grove youth
and adults, who will spend July 13 to
16 with Meeting Ground Homeless
Ministries in Elkton, Md. Meeting
Ground is a Christian community in
which families experiencing
homelessness are welcome.
In meeting basic human needs and
addressing the root problems that
perpetuate the cycle of poverty and
homelessness, participants will bring
together homeless and non-homeless persons in a context of shared

life and work by providing hospitality, shelter, food, spiritual support
and education.
Reservations for the dinner by Friday, April 4, are appreciated. To make
a reservation, or for more information about Willow Grove, call the
church office at (908) 232-5678, email info@willowgrovechurch.org
or access the church website at
willowgrovechurch.org.
The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, across the
street from the southside firehouse
and near the corner of South Martine
Avenue. All church facilities are
handicap-accessible.

Sale Through Saturday
To Aid Needy Animals
SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption is holding a 50 percent off sale on most
items at its thrift shop to celebrate
its sixth anniversary at its current
location.
The sale will be held through Saturday, March 29. Some exceptions
apply. The store is located at 1750
East Second Street in Scotch Plains
and is open from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. every day except Sunday.
The Best Friend rescue group is a
not-for-profit organization run
solely by volunteers. Members of
the community have donated all
items sold in the shop for the benefit of homeless animals. The rescue group is accepting donations of
new and slightly used items, as well
as donations of dog and especially
kitten/cat food for their foster animals in need.
Volunteers are always needed in
the thrift shop. For more information, call (732) 388-8930. To review
pets waiting for permanent homes,
visit bestfriend.petfinder.org.
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their child in a religious school class or
socialize with leadership from the congregation at the “Sholom Café.” To
respond, e-mail office@sholomnj.org
or call (908) 889-4900.
On Saturday, April 12, the temple
will present “The Artists’ View: A
Trip to NYC Galleries.” Participants
will meet at the Fanwood train station and take a 1:45 p.m. train to
Manhattan to explore how an artist’s
view of the world is expressed in his
or her work.
The trip will include a visit to Jim
Kempner’s Fine Arts Gallery at 501
West 23rd Street, where participants
will meet Mr. Kempner and begin a
tour of local galleries and exhibits.
The program will end at approximately 6 p.m. Participants can return
to Fanwood at their leisure. Interested individuals are asked to respond
by Tuesday, April 1, by calling (908)
889-4900 or sending an e-mail to
office@sholomnj.org.
A lecture and discussion on “What
Does Judaism Say About...Paying
Taxes?” with Rabbi Abraham will take
place on Sunday, April 13, at 10:30
a.m. at Union Catholic High School.
Additional events are planned for
later in April. For more information
on any of these activities, call (908)
889-4900.

Documentary Film to Recall
Jewish Brigade In War Era
During the final weeks of World
War II, Britain permitted His
Majesty’s Jewish Brigade, the only
all-Jewish fighting unit in the war, to
go into combat against the Nazis.
Amidst the chaos of post-war Europe, now occupied by the Allied
armies, the young Jewish soldiers
masterminded clandestine operations,
including forming secret vengeance
squads to assassinate Nazi officers in
hiding and engineering the rescue
and movement of Holocaust survivors to Palestine.
Later, in 1948, Brigade veterans
helped organize and lead the fledgling Israel Defense Forces in their
new country’s War of Independence.
Temple Beth-El/Mekor Chayim is
located at 338 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford. This film is open to the
public and admission is free. The
documentary film festival is among
multiple events being held in celebration of the State of Israel’s 60th anniversary. For more information, call
(908) 276-9231.

CRANFORD – In Our Own
Hands, a documentary film that describes the little-known story of the
Jewish Brigade during and after
World War II, will be screened at
7:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 6, at
Temple Beth-El/Mekor Chayim.
This event is part of the Israel Documentary Film Festival organized by
the Community Israel Support Committee, which has representatives from
Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch
Plains, Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah
in Clark, Temple Beth-El/Mekor
Chayim in Cranford and Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield.

Program to Address
College Admissions
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will present a
free workshop entitled “College Admissions Do’s and Don’ts” on Thursday, April 10, at 7 p.m. in the library’s
Community Room.
Angela Fleyznor, president of College Choice Consultants LLC, will
speak about the different college entrance exams, the three types of college applications and the four types
of admission. Admission is free and
all are welcome.
Registration is encouraged. Those
interested are asked to call (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or e-mail
library@scotlib.org to reserve a spot.
The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue
in the center of town. For more details
or directions, call (908) 322-5007.

RELIGIOUS AWARDS…Scouts from Holy Trinity Interparochial School Pack
73 of Westfield recently received Light of Christ or Parvuli Dei Medals at the
Sacred Heart Cathedral in Newark at a ceremony led by The Most Reverend
Thomas A. Donato, Auxiliary Bishop. The awards are given to scouts who
complete a workbook in order to learn more about their faith. Pictured at the
cathedral, left to right, are: Front row, Luciano Betman and Alexander Brezik,
and back row, Conor McGlew, Mitchell Kelly and Marcello Betman. Not pictured
is John Felitto.

SPBPA Networking Night
To Include Service Groups
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Business and Professional Association (SPBPA) and its member
SeaBound Cruises, Inc. will host a
Networking Night on Thursday, April
3, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at 820
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.
Networking nights allow local businesses to come together to exchange
ideas and information in a collaborative format designed to stimulate and
motivate future business opportunities.
For the first time, the SPBPA also
will open the event to the key decision makers of charitable and service
organizations to provide them an opportunity to connect with business
people in their community.
SeaBound Cruises, Inc. has invited
Bob Kirschner of Holland America
Line to discuss the opportunities
cruise lines provide businesses to accelerate their growth through meeting and incentive programs.
“Ships are frequently used to launch
new products, to motivate sales and to
reward employees. Organizations can
use cruises for both their social and
charitable needs,” said Jean Ann Honig,
president of SeaBound Cruises.
Each SPBPA member may bring
one complimentary guest. Non-mem-

bers are asked to pay a $10 per person
fee at the door, with proceeds to benefit the SPBPA Scholarship Fund. Food
and beverages will be served. Attendees are invited to bring their business
cards to enter a raffle for door prizes.
Those interested in attending or
needing more information may call
Jean Ann Honig at (888) SEABOUND
(888-732-2686 or 908-756-1354) or
e-mail rsvp@seaboundcruises.com
with the name of their company/organization and contact information
(names of attendees and telephone
numbers). SPBPA membership information can be found at
visitscotchplains.com.

Hiking Club Features
Variety of Activities
COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a varied program
of outdoor activities designed to provide wholesome recreation while contributing to physical fitness.
Hiking and bicycling activities are
regularly scheduled. Most events take
place in central and northern New
Jersey. Membership dues are $10 per
year. Guests are invited to try out the
club before joining. For a complimentary schedule, call (908) 5274900.

Reading is Good For You

Recreation Dept. Posts
Programs For Spring
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Recreation Department has announced
its schedule of Spring 2008 programs.
Most of these programs will begin
the week of Monday, March 31. They
are as follows:
For children: Video Game Creation
Workshop Club (grades 3 to 8); Amazing Architects Workshop Club (grades
5 to 8); Science Exploration Workshops (ages 3½ to 5, kindergarten to
grade 2 and grades 3 to 5); Mommy
and Me Art (ages 3 to 5 with an adult);
Art Club for Kids (ages 6 to 10);
Fashion Illustration (ages 11 to 18);
Junior Tennis Lessons (ages 3 to 4, 5
to 7, 8-plus and 12-plus); Sports
Squirts (ages 3 to 5); Junior Jazzercise
(ages 6 to 12); Fundance (ages 5 to 7);
High School Musical-Theme Dance
Class (ages 5 to 7 and 8 to 11).
Adults: Ceramics, Belly Dancing
for Mommies, How to Navigate the
System When You Have a Child with
Special Needs, and Aromatherapy.
Senior adults: Tai Chi, Aerobics,
Water Exercise and Line Dancing.
For more information about all of
these programs and to register, access
visitfanwood.com/recreation or call
the Fanwood Recreation Department
at (908) 370-7092.

Judy Bart Kancigor

Author to Visit JCC
For Cooking Program
SCOTCH PLAINS – Food columnist Judy Bart Kancigor will share
Passover recipes from her new book,
“Cooking Jewish,” on Tuesday, April
8, at 7 p.m. at the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey.
Ms. Kancigor will host a demonstration and discussion of updated
holiday favorites, including Yemenite
Charoset truffles, salmon and gefilte
fish balls, goat cheese and pine nut
mini cheesecakes, as well as a “TooGood-to-Call Passover” flourless
chocolate cake. Tasting opportunities
will be available. All are welcome.
The cost is $28 for JCC members
and $34 for others. Space is limited
and advance reservations are recommended. Copies of “Cooking Jewish” can be purchased in advance for
$19.95 at the JCC Reception Desk.
The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.
For more information or to make a
reservation, contact Michele Dreiblatt
at mdreiblatt@jccnj.org or (908) 8898800, extension no. 205. Individuals
also may register online at jccnj.org.

DUGHI & HEWIT

at the Westfield Memorial Library
goleader.com/subscribe

at the First Baptist Church, 170 Elm St., Westfield

This 11 piece professional ensemble (10 brass and a
percussionist) is the only one of its kind in North America
and includes some of the New York area’s finest
musicians. Hear their unique sound at the 3 o’clock concert
as they present “History of the World Through Music.”

April 1
7:00 PM
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3-8:00 PM
April 2
1:00 PM
April 2
7:00 PM
April 4
1:30 PM
April 7, 21, 28 7:00 PM
April 8
10:00 AM
April 8
7:00 PM
April 9
7:00 PM
April 9
1:00 PM
April 11
1:30 PM
April 16—19
April 18
1:30 PM
April 23
1:00 PM
April 24
10:00 AM
April 25
1:30 PM
April 29
10:00 AM
April 30
1:00 PM
April 30
7:00 PM
10:00 AM
7:30 PM
1:30 PM
10:00 AM
3:45 PM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
7:00 PM
1:00 PM

Tot’s Storytime
Family Storytime
Preschool Storytime
Preschool Storytime
Creative Dramatics
Toddler Time
Saturday Chess
Sally Cook:Hey Batta Batta Swing!
Film Duma with actress Hope Davis
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We Reach People... Not Driveways!

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

1008 South Ave W., Westfield
(p)908-232-4949
www.creativekidsnj.com

Grand Opening March 29th!!
Saturday March 29th 10am-3pm

Free trial classes all week! Call 908-232-4949 to register for classes.

ZIP

Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

child support, division of assets, palimony,

April 7th – April 11th

Phone #
Check

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

Come join the fun at Creative Kids! Try a free Abrakadoodle or Stories in
Motion class! There will be arts & crafts, games, face painting and more.

Serving the Town Since 1890

The Leader • The Times
New Subscriber • Renewal
One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76
College $20 (September - May)

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

$)3#/6%2
WHY  MILLION HOMEOWNERS
TRUST THEIR HOMES TO

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

ADULT PROGRAMS
Computers: Online Databases: Homework 911
Blood Drive (Library parking lot)
Great Decisions 2008:US Defense & Security Policy
Dr. Craig Eisendrath presents The State of the World
TGIF! Ella Fitzgerald
Monday Night at the Opera
Computers: Travel, Travel, Travel
Dr. Lawrence Hogan: Black Baseball During Segregation
One Book NJ: The Plot Against America by Philip Roth
Great Decisions 2008: Latin America-Shift to the Left?
TGIF: Heather Mulvey (at Westfield Municipal Building)
Friends of the Library Book Sale check website for times
TGIF! T.S. Eliot (at Westfield Municipal Building)
Great Decisions 2008: US-China Trade Philosophy
Computers: New! Government and Legal Resources
TGIF! Classic Movie Week : Born Yesterday
Computers: Online Databases: Homework 911
Great Decisions 2008: Private Philanthropy
Rosewood and Rhythm International Jazz Trio
CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-789-4090 www.wmlnj.org

Tickets specially priced at only $10.00.
Phone 908-233-2278 or
e-mail firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net

340 North Avenue

Library Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30 AM to 9:00 PM
Friday and Saturday 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM
Sunday 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM

April 1,8,22,29
April 1,8,22,29
April 1,8,22,29
April 2,9,16,23,30
April 2,9,23
April 4,11,18,25
April 5,12,19,26
April 7
April 26

press@goleader.com

such as the New Jersey Food Bank,
Martin Luther King Service, Y’s
Men’s Tree Sale, Pre-School Holiday
Boutique and “Y” Lunch with Santa.
The cost for this event is $75 per
person. Journal ads may also be purchased in all sizes. They need to be
submitted with camera-ready artwork
or business card no later than Friday,
April 4. For advertising details and
space availability, call Tarajee Russell
at (908) 233-2700, extension no. 428.
This annual banquet funds in large
part the Black Achievers program.
For more details on this event and
how to participate, call Ms. Russell or
e-mail her at trussell@westfieldynj.org.

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
April 2008 Events

Sunday, March 30 at 3PM

Cash

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will host its 10th Annual Black
Achievers Fundraising and Recognition Banquet on Friday, April 18,
from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. at L’Affaire
Fine Catering in Mountainside.
The Reverend Robert Taylor, Sr.
will be the keynote speaker, while
Natalie Tyler will be Special Honoree.
Begun in 1968 at the HarlemYMCA,
the Black Achievers program serves
as a conduit to helping youth develop
life coping skills and education goals.
The program matches adult role models and mentors with youth, enabling
the youth to see the commitment of
these high-achieving individuals and
their willingness to give back to the
young people in their community.
This year, 75 youth and teenagers
participated in the Westfield Area “Y”
program, which offers a variety of programs and activities at little or no cost.
By matching youth with achieving
African-American and other minority professionals as role models, the
program aims to raise the academic
standards of young people, expose
students to diverse career options and
inspire them to reach their goals.
Participants have assisted in community events and service projects

Chair of the Family Law Department of

Solid Brass Concert

Payment
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Black Achievers Banquet
To Be Held on April 18

Temple Plans Open House,
Art and Lecture Programs
SCOTCH PLAINS – Temple
Sholom has announced a series of
events taking place during April that
are designed to introduce members
of the community to the temple and
its programs for all ages.
“A Taste of Temple Sholom” will
be held from 9:30 a.m. to noon on
Sunday, April 6. Prospective members are invited to attend this “open
house” event at Union Catholic High
School, located at 1600 Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains, which serves
as the temple’s religious school site.
Children from kindergarten to grade
6 may take part in religious school
classes. Babysitting and preschool
programming will be available for 3and 4-year-olds.
Between 9:30 and 10:30 a.m., adults
are invited to meet Rabbi Joel
Abraham, temple educators and members of the temple’s religious community to learn more about the congregation. From 10:30 a.m. to noon,
adults can choose an activity. Among
them will be a lecture and discussion
led by Rabbi Abraham at 10:30 a.m.
on “What Does Judaism Say
About…the Afterlife?”
Individuals also may sit in on the
seventh grade Family Education class
and learn about the Jewish U program
for post-B’nei Mitzvah students, join

Thursday, March 27, 2008
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More Pre-Season Sports
In April 3 Edition
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DINIZO, MARONEY LEAD WITH DEFENSE, OFFENSE

Baseball Raiders Still Young,
Still Talented, Still Dangerous
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Coordinating a mix of freshmen,
sophomores and juniors with a few
seniors gave last year’s Scotch PlainsFanwood High School baseball team
a slow start but it all came together
with a huge, 14-2 winning streak to
produce a 19-8 record and a share of
the Watchung Conference title. Once

again, this year’s Raiders will feature
just two seniors in the starting lineup
with the remainder being a mix of
underclassmen.
“We are maybe younger this year
but a lot of our young guys do have
experience,” said Raider Head Coach
Tom Baylock. “We started two freshmen last year, who now have varsity
experience, and we started two sopho-

mores, who now have varsity experience. We have a lot of good, young
talent. We have some pretty good
pitchers, no one who throws hard, but
we have kids who can hit the spots.”
Presently, the Raiders’ top-3 pitchers are seniors Brian Piccola and Will
Hubbard, and sophomore Gary
Binkiewicz, who may also bat in the
6/7 spot. Juniors Kevin Maroney, Jon
Kosenick, Marcus Green and Tyler
Della Badia will also experience
mound time.
Senior catcher James Dinizo, a
three-year varsity starter who will bat
in the No. 3 spot, should provide
some firepower at the plate but his big
contribution will be team control from
behind the plate. Dinizo is expected
to play Division 1 baseball at Northern Iowa next year.
“He’s got to be the guy, who carries
us. He has a really strong arm. Hopefully, he can keep guys from running
on us. Hopefully, he can use his bat
and drive a lot of runs in,” said
Baylock.
Junior Ryan McCarthy will act as
the backup catcher, senior Tom Hercel
will play right field and Binkiewicz
will play in leftfield. Sophomore Lou
Mazzella will also play left when
Binkiewicz is on the mound.
First baseman Maroney (Mr.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PREPING FOR THE SEASON…Raider pitcher Brian Piccola started on the
mound in a recent scrimmage game against Governor Livingston.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

SHAPIRO, JENKINS ADD STRONG MOUND PRESENCE

Baseball Blue Devils to Field
Talented Squad of Seniors
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

begins with catcher Justin Olsen who
had a .978 fielding average last year
and was very effective offensively
with a .413 batting average (BA).
“Justin is going to Rutgers on a
scholarship. He is an outstanding
player. He has as strong an arm as I

have ever seen behind the plate. His
hitting is second to none on our squad.
I’m looking for big things from him,
along with his leadership so, It’s going to be a lot of fun with him behind
the plate,” said Brewster.

Seniors will dominate this year’s
starting lineup of the Westfield High
School baseball team that used fundamental baseball skills last year to
advance as far as the North Jersey,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
Section 2, Group 4 finals, before
being stopped by Edison to finish
16-10. This year’s squad will again
provide excitement with their
crafty base-running style and impressive offense but will also feature a strong mound presence and
tight defense.
“This team is going to be more
senior laden than any team that I
have ever had,” said Head Coach
Bob Brewster. “Of the 17 or 18
kids we have on the varsity, we
have 14 seniors. We have a good
nucleus and it all starts right up
the middle where we have some
quality players. We’ve got some
good pitching and that will help
us through early in the season
until the kids who lack experience gain experience and find out
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
what they have to do at the varsity
READY FOR THE SCRIMMAGE GAME…The Blue Devils await the arrival of the
level.”
Roselle Park Panthers in a recent scrimmage game in Westfield.
That strength up the middle

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING READY FOR A TOUGH LACROSSE SEASON…The Blue Devil boys lacrosse team finishes up its practice with
a few laps around the track at Gary Kehler Stadium. The Blue Devils will host Don Bosco Prep at 4 p.m. on April Fools Day
at Tamaques School.

BERNSTEIN, ROSENBERG, WRIGHT NAMED CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Boy Laxers Must
Look to Youth for Success
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Graduating 20 seniors could make
any first-year head coach nervous but
Marc Silbergeld, who has been no
stranger to Westfield High School
boys lacrosse since he has been a
coach under Gerry Benaquista for 11
years, has directed his attention to his
youth. Benaquista has shifted to the
role as his assistant.
“Gerry has been at the helm the
whole time. I have bounced around
from freshman, JV and Gerry’s assistant and last summer we started the
Blue Devils’ Lacrosse Club. I was
able to work on a lot of the younger
guys,” said coach Silbergeld. “We
lost 20 seniors, which is devastating
to a lot of programs, but the transition
should be smooth. We have a great
incoming freshman class and we are
just trying to integrate them into the
system. The few seniors that we have
can instill the work ethic.”
Last year, the Blue Devils toppled
several top teams, including perennial powerhouse Summit to claim the
Union County Tournament title for
the second straight year. The Blue
Devils also stung No. 4 Chatham, 98, and top-5 team Hunterdon Central
in a regular-season game and squished
Cherry Hill West, 20-7, in the first
round of the Group 3 tournament
before falling to Ridge and finishing
with a 13-6 record.
“We really showed our potential
last year that we could beat anyone on
any given day. We were a little disappointed the way we finished our season with a loss to Ridge,” commented
Silbergeld.
Seniors Harry Bernstein and Andrew Rosenberg, and junior Kyle
Wright have been selected team captains. Wright, who backed goalie Ben
Thomas last year, demonstrated his
goalie skills in the victory over Cherry

Hill West but there is indeed competition for the position.
“Kyle is one of our goalies. Dylan
Moran is a sophomore who has a lot
of promise and my freshman goalie
Jeff LaForge is very close behind
those two. Kyle is an unbelievable
leader and he probably has more enthusiasm and spirit than any other
player. He’s looking forward to the
challenge for the starting varsity spot,”
said Silbergeld.
Bernstein, an attacker, was quite

effective in finding the goal last year.
“Harry is a sniper. He has an unbelievable shot. He has a completely
different role than he had the past two
years where he is going to have to
step up and initiate some offense. He
is going to be matched up with some
of the best defensemen in the state,”
said Silbergeld.
Rosenberg, a midfielder, added
excitement when he took to the field
last year.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2007

Direct Line 908-301-2015
www.hye-youngchoi.net hye-young@att.net

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 30th 1-4pm • 232 Seneca Place
Westfield . . . Just Reduced. New quality 4000 sq. ft., ready to move-in. Spacious RMS,
LR, FDR, FR, mud rm. Deluxe KIT w/ custom cherry cabs, Creama Bordeaux granite, sep.
break rm. All 5 BRS on 2nd Flr, 3 ½ luxury BTHS w/ imported marble. MBR w/10ft.tray
ceil, whr’pl BTH. Hwflrs,#1 red oak throughout, frt & Bk staircs, blue stn patio, carriage
house 2 CGR, charm covered frt & Bk porch. 268 deep prop. $1,299,000. WSF0091

B & G Properties Presents:

The Manor Homes of Clark Street In Westfield
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 30th • 1-4pm
706 Clark Street, Westfield

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 30th 1-4pm • 24 Barchester Way
Westfield . . . Buontempo Homes presents this luxury colonial w/11 RMS, 5 BR, 5 1/2
BTH in the Indian Forest area. This home offers approx 7400 sq.ft. inc finished lower
level. Noteworthy features: MBR suire w/2 frplc, 2 story Great Rm with access to expansive
deck & French drs to Sunroom. Deluxe 20ft. KIT, butler’s pantry. Living & Dining Rm
w/accented ceilings, Library, guest suite, 3 CAR GRGE. $2,395,000 WSF0905

Featuring 4,000 square feet with 4/5 Bedrooms, 4/5 Baths, 210’ deep lot. Walk to all Westfield amenities.

$1,699,000

$1,829,000

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 30th 1-4pm • 137 Willoughby Ave.
Fanwood . . . Charm Col cape in move-in condition. Vestibule opens to LR w/frrplc &
Bi’s, FDR w/dentil molding, KIT w/eat space, newr bth, large RR, newr wndw & rf,,
paver patio. 2 zn hot water baseboard heat, walk to trans and twn. $379,000

Kay Gragnano
Sales Associate
908-301-2036: Office Direct
908-233-7922: Fax

WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555 Ext. 169

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

ONLINE REAL ESTATE CENTER ʹ SEARCH FOR HOMES ʹ NEIGHBORHOOD SALES REPORT
FREE MARKET EVALUATION of YOUR HOME - FREE BUYER & SELLER GUIDES .. and MORE !!

Properties Unlimited
REALTORS®

Office:

908-233-9292 ext. 5495

200 NORTH AVENUE EAST ʹ WESTFIELD, NJ
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

www.FinePropertiesNewJersey.com
GEORGE BIPS, REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®

Cell:

908-477-5379

Email:

George@BipsRE.com

YOUR FULL-TIME, EXPERIENCED, TECH SAVVY REAL ESTATE PRO ͙͘SERVING BUYERS, SELLERS & INVESTORS
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Even in the Present,
Past is Always There

Raiders

Devil of the Week
Will Return
On April 10

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Walk Down Memory L
ane
Lane
From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The SPF Times
March 1998: Scotch PlainsFanwood High School winter track
senior Karl Jennings has been selected to the All-Area Boys Winter
Track Team by The Courier News.
Jennings made the All-Area and AllUnion/Middlesex lists in both the 55meter hurdles and in the high jump.
He won the Union County 55-meter
hurdles with a time of :07.5 (hand
time). Jennings went on to place fifth
in the 55-meter high hurdles at the
Meet of Champions with a time of
07.91 (automatic time).
April 1, 2000: Winning against a
perennially strong Westfield High
School softball team hasn’t come easy
in recent history for the Scotch PlainsFanwood girls. But this time, the
Raiders took charge with strong pitching from junior pitcher Alicia Piniat
and some clutch hits to edge the Blue
Devils, 3-2, in Westfield. The Raiders
got two of their three runs in the first
inning from a hooking triple down
the leftfield line by junior Katie
Church and RBI singles from junior
Megan Miller and senior Jen
Vanderhoff. Westfield bounced back
in the bottom of the inning when
sophomore Jen Hayes smashed a solo
home run. Miller scored the third run

off Vanderhoff’s grounder in the third
inning.
March 2002: The Westfield boys
basketball team finished with an above
average record of 16-9, their best
record since 1977, and finished fourth
in the difficult Watchung Conference.
Co-captain Dan DeSerio scored a
whooping 570 points during the season, averaging 23.7 points per game,
and grabbed 285 rebounds. Senior
Jay Cook scored 307 points.
April 1, 2002: The Westfield High
School baseball team unleashed lightning with the “metal sticks” and jolted
Linden, 14-4, in Linden. Senior third
baseman Mike Sofka struck the hardest with five RBI.
April 1, 2002: The Westfield High
School softball team did the roaring
by shutting out the Linden Tiger girls,
9-0, in Westfield. Senior pitcher
Caitlin MacDonald fanned 15 but
burned the Tigers with a no hitter.
Senior catcher Tara Dowling went 4for-4, including a double, and had
four RBI and three runs scored.
March 2003: Scotch PlainsFanwood High School sophomores
Hillary Klimowicz and Jenny Burke
have been selected to the Courier
News All-Area First Team. Raider
sophomore Maura Gillooly received
Honorable Mention recognition.

Blue Devil Boys, Girls Lead
All-Union County Swim List
Westfield High School (W) sophomore Suzanne Lemberg was selected
to the All-State First Team in girls
swimming for her efforts in the 50
freestyle. Lemberg and Blue Devil
Chris De La Fuente were named AllUnion County (UC) Swimmer of the
Year for their respective gender. The
Blue Devil girls, who finished No. 2
in the state, and the boys, who finished No. 4, were also named UC
Teams of the Year.
Lemberg and teammate Alexi
Kuska (200 free) were selected AllPublic First Team and the 400-free
relay team was selected to the Third
Team. The Blue Devil boys 200-medley relay team made the Third Team
All-Public.
ALL-UC BOYS FIRST TEAM:
50-free: Matt Green (W)
100-fly: DeLaFuente (W)
100-back: Matt Meserole (W)
200IM: Larry Zhang (W)
200-free relay: Westfield
400-free relay: Westfield
200-medlay relay: Westfield
ALL-UC SECOND TEAM:
100-free: Luke Granstrand (W)
200-free: Max Blum (W)
500-free: Matt Morgan (W)
100-fly: Evan Paulan (W)
100-back: Zach Peart (SPF)
100-breast: Matt Blutfield (W)
400-FR: Scotch Plains-Fanwood
200-MR: Scotch Plains-Fanwood

ALL-UC THIRD TEAM:
100-free: Matt Oster (W)
ALL-UC GIRLS FIRST TEAM:
100-free: Lemberg (W)
200-free: Kuska (W)
100-back: Mary Henkels (SPF)
100-breast: Kelsey Rossi (SPF)
200IM: Melissa Helock (SPF)
200-FR: Westfield
400-FR: Westfield
200MR: Westfield
ALL-UC SECOND TEAM:
100-free: Meredith Smith (W)
200-free: Becky DeLaFuente (W)
100-fly: Liz Hawkins (W)
100-back: Kate Johnson (SPF)
100-breast: Catherine McGuire (W)
200-MR: Scotch Plains-Fanwood
ALL-UC THIRD TEAM:
50-free: Lauren Sullivan (W)
100-back: Kylie Bangs (W)
100-breast: Kate Heffernan (W)
200IM: Elaine Anderson (W)

I took a drive up to Mennen Arena
in Morris Township a couple of
Wednesday nights ago, to see the WHS
ice hockey team for the first time. The
last time I’d been at the Mennen complex was in 1970 to watch the Westfield
Post 3 American Legion team play
Morristown in the state championship game. (Morristown won 3-2.)
After watching the Blue Devils fall
to Randolph in the second round of
the state tournament, it was either go
straight home, or stop at a couple of
the places that were such a huge part
of my life in the 1970s, when me and
a bunch of young guys I haven’t seen
or talked to in years were the tightest,
and best, small newspaper sports department anybody ever saw. And part
of that tightness was nightly postwork stops at Cutter’s Bar and Grill in
Morristown, and Sunday stops at the
Dublin Pub, around the corner from
Cutter’s.
So I drive by Cutter’s and it looks
like one of those new fancy places on
Elm Street in Westfield. I park the car
and walk back to check it out. The Lshaped bar is in the same area, but the
place has really been transformed,
from a hole-in-the-wall dive (my favorite kind of place) into a yuppie
(*sigh*) dining establishment.
As I walked back to my car, I wondered what had happened to Joe Cutter, Sr. and Jr., and the legendary
Dominic (Doc) Pisciotta, who once
cornered me at the end of a long night
at Cutter’s with the question, “Who
do you think would win, Morristown
or Westfield?” This was November
1974, the first year of the football
playoffs, when unbeaten and No.1ranked WHS was not one of the two
teams picked for the North 2 Group 4
sectional playoffs. I slurred out some
response like, “Morristown probably
has more talent, but Westfield would
win on coaching.” Doc apparently
went and told John Chironna (a WHS
all-stater in 1944!) and the Mo’town
coach feuded with me the rest of the
year.
Around the corner, the Dublin Pub
seemed the same from the outside,
and when I got inside it didn’t look
that much different from 30-some
years ago. But there were now add-on
rooms, and a big dining area that could
be used for “corporate meetings,” the
doorman told me. The doorman, who
had played high school hockey for
Ridge in the late ’90s and was a friend
of former WHS star Ron Kashlak,
told me that Jimmy Mongy still owned
“The Pub” but that he was having
trouble adjusting, another old-school
guy having trouble dealing with “new
school.” (I wondered to myself, “What
truly old-school guy doesn’t?”)
The last time our old gang got together at Cutter’s was the day of the
funeral of Ray DeGraw, our sports
editor during most of our “glory days”
in the 1970s. In tribute to Ray, after his
funeral we drove to Cutter’s at about
4 in the afternoon, took our normal
seats in the back section and spent the

Weichert

Reading is Good For You

Weic he r t
goleader.com/subscribe

next eight or nine hours reliving the
“good ol’ days.” The few people at the
bar and tables must’ve wondered what
was wrong with this group of middleaged guys talking and laughing about
old Morristown football and baseball
games, Randolph wrestling matches,
and page layouts of long ago, and
singing doo-wap songs by Dion and
the Belmonts or Lee Andrews and the
Hearts so far out of tune as to make
them unrecognizable.
Anyhow, the day after the WHS
hockey game was a cleanup day and
while doing that I came across a couple
of interesting old items, a Hi’s Eye
from 1978, where the editors ranked
the Top 10 athletic events of the 197778 school year, and a copy of a 1962
article by a soon-to-be famous New
York sports writer about a town in
suburban New Jersey where great
teams and athletes were growing faster
than the corn that had sprouted up
several decades earlier.
Here is that Hi’s Eye article, written
by Phil Robinson (WHS ’78).
“In reviewing the year in sports
which produced an overall 72.3 winning percentage and a record 31 major
titles for Westfield teams, including
the Blue Devils’ seventh Watchung
Conference All-Sports championship
in the last eight years, the sports editors of the Hi’s Eye selected their top
ten team performances. (Presented
here in reverse order from what was
originally published in the Hi’s Eye.)
10. Golf: Westfield 10½, SP-F 7½
— Five of the six WHS linksmen won
or tied their matches as the golf team
ended SP-F’s 7½ -year home course
unbeaten streak.
9. Boys swimming: Westfield 94,
Lawrenceville 78 – Ending a 12-year
drought, the mermen defeated
Lawrenceville for the first time since
1966.
8. Baseball: Westfield 3, Cranford 2
– K.C. Knobloch scattered seven hits
while driving in one run and scoring
another as the baseball team won its
first county title since 1968.
7. Wrestling: Westfield 26,
Hunterdon Central 18 – Upending the
defending state champs, the wrestling
team stopped Central’s 49-match unbeaten streak.
6. Softball: Westfield 5, Elizabeth 0
– Jackie Booth hurled her second nohitter of the season as the softball
team rolled to the state sectional title.

WF Bowlers Named
C.J. Team of Year
The Westfield High School bowling team that finished No. 2 in the
state final top 20, was named the
Central Jersey Team of the Year.
The Blue Devils rolled a 3,403
total, the highest ever in a state
finals, to win the Group 4 title and
also rolled a state finals record
1,239 game. Eric Curialle was
named to the All-Central Jersey
Second Team and Brett Ettinger
was named to the Third Team.

5. Boys swimming: Eastern
Interscholastics – Diver Ron Posyton
successfully defended his crown while
the 200 medley and 400 freestyle relay teams added strong performances
as the team finished second.
4. Boys tennis: Westfield 4, Christian Brothers Academy 1 – Winning
two singles matches in third-set
tiebreakers, the tennis team earned its
first All-Groups championship.
3. Girls swimming: State championships – In only its second year of
existence, the girls swim team set two
records in winning the state championship, outdistancing runnerup Cherry
Hill East by nine points.
2. Track: Penn Relays – Allen Smith,
Brion Gray, Frank Kelly and Butch
Woolfolk brought home Westfield’s
first Championship of America title
as the quartet won the 4x100-meter
relay.
1. Football: Westfield 33, Barringer
12 – Before almost 33,000 fans at
Giants Stadium, the football team captured the state sectional championship and proved its designation as the
No. 1 team in New Jersey.”
And the 1962 article in the New
York Herald Tribune was written by
the late Sam Goldaper, who would go
on to greater fame as a sports writer
for the New York Times. It was a story
about a little New Jersey town where
sports, from little league all the way
through high school, were apparently
very important part. There were pictures of WHS seniors Dick Myers,
Bob Hoffman, Dave Coleman and
Greg Weiss — now all close-to-ifnot-already retired businessmen in
their mid-60s.
The headline and first paragraph
were:
Westfield, N.J. – Athletic Boom
Town
Undefeated football teams, five state
championship swim teams in the last
six years, runner-up to Weequahic of
Newark for the state basketball title,
golf, tennis and wrestling teams with
long winning streaks, outstanding
baseball players and trackmen. This is
Westfield High School.
The article talks about the people
who are involved in youth sports, like
fire chief Marty Burke, police sergeant Mount Howarth, orthopedic
surgeon Dr. J.P. Warter, and dozens of
lawyers, bankers, engineers, salesmen
and insurance men. It talks about athletic director Bob Duncan, and his
recent hiring of Gary Kehler as football coach.
After a winter 2008 that saw WHS
capture three state championships, and
with a potentially bountiful spring
around the corner, as the old saying
goes, “the more things change, the
more they stay the same.”
THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
’Tis a poor archer who blames his
arrows.
BASEBALL UPDATE
It’s now just five days until the
WHS baseball season gets started at
Cranford, Tuesday, 4 p.m. So let’s

take a quick look at what “Brew’s
Crew” has this spring. First off, there
are a lot of potentially good arms,
starting with Chris Jenkins, Evan
Shapiro, Mike Cappiello, Ryan
Scanlon, Mike Melillo and curveballer
Joe Green. It’s the kind of staff that, if
it stays healthy, should have coach
Bob Brewster planning for higher
goals than just a county championship.
Behind the plate for the second year
is senior Justin Olsen, already signed
to play at Rutgers next year. The infield figures to have Cappiello or Matt
Loughlin at first, Mark Melino at second, Shapiro or Rob Granstrand at
short and Matt Isabella at third, with
Melillo capable of handling any of the
spots. In the outfield, Ryan Brand or
Jesse Embry will be in left, Evan
Einstein in center and either Mike
Mosier or freshman A.J. Murray in
right. Mosier, Loughlin, Embry and
Murray are possible designated hitters.
(Currently co-captains Shapiro and
Joe Vall-Llobera are banged up;
Shapiro with a shoulder problem, VallLlobera recuperating from a back injury while skiing over winter break.)
While there were big graduation
losses, the pitching staff returns basically intact and the new varsity players — Melillo, Melino, Isabella,
Granstrand, Brand, Einstein, Mosier,
Embry and Green — are moving up
from an 18-1 junior varsity team last
spring under Kenny Miller.
SOFTBALL UPDATE
There has been just one sectional
title for the WHS softball team in the
last 17 years, and that was in 2004,
before any of the current team members were in high school. But Tara
Pignoli has the kind of team that could
go pretty far this spring.
There’s
returnees
Alyson
Moskowitz (p-of), Cyndil Matthew
(p-ss-3b) and Katie Abruzzo (p-1bcf), plus Jamie Wisniewski (p-1b-of)
who was 16-3 for the ’07 UCT jayvee
champions, to handle the pitching.
Feisty Kim Townsend (ss) is still recovering from a dislocated shoulder
injury during volleyball season, but
there’s still Krissy Wendel (1b), Ariel
Gale (2b), Sara Connery (ss) and Erin
Scialabba (3b) in the infield, along
with catchers Katie Kiefer and Christine Feldbauer. With Abruzzo possibly moving from center field to first,
the outfield includes Alex Pecora (cf),
Emily Tebbetts, Moskowitz, Katie
Esler and Wisniewski.
Matthew (.642, 8 HRs) and
Scialabba (.395, 6 HRs) both had huge
’07 seasons, while Abruzzo (.328),
Pecora (.245), Kiefer (.338),
Townsend (.333) and Tebbetts (.406)
were all solid contributors last spring
when WHS went 17-7.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments, complaints, suggestions and
college updates at bj1019@aol.com.
WHS4EVR!
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OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/30 12-4PM
940 Beverly Drive, Westfield

COLONIAL

Weic he r t

WESTFIELD . . . Extraordinary Caldora constructed luxury colonial home, situated on a
private lane in Wychwood. This home has 11 rooms, 4 bedrooms, 4 marble baths, 3 fireplaces,
butlers pantry with sink and wine cooler, kitchen with two subzero appliances, two dishwashers
and a 48" range. A grand staircase leads to bridge overlooking great room. Triple trey ceiling
w/crown molding in dining room and coffered trey ceiling in Master bedroom. Master suite
includes California closets and a Jacuzzi tub. $2,750,000 MLS # 2494177

WESTFIELD . . . Imagine an affordable Westfield Colonial Cape tucked away on a 70 X
137 wooded cul-de-sac lot. This charming, traditional brick 10 room, 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath
home includes many features. You will love the spacious finished basement with a large
family room, recreation room and new powder room, The home also includes a convenient
large 1st floor Master Bedroom, Formal Dining Room with a built-in corner china cabinet,
Central Air Conditioning, Oak Floors, matching Stainless Steel appliances, new replacement
windows throughout and a Home Warranty. DIRECTIONS: Central to Clifton to Beverly
Dr. #940. $539,900. MLS # 2494399
Call For
More Information!

Invite Tara & Leona in,
and they’ll bring results!

Invite Beverly in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

Beverly Caldora
weichert.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

Tara
Floyd Demizio

Leona
Sinclair

weichert.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
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JONES, VEECK, CANFIELD EXPECTED TO REAP PTS.

Raiders Have ‘Across Board’
Talent in Girls Track & Field
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Talent across the board has been
the formula for the success of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls track and field team and that
formula still exists with this year’s
squad.
“We didn’t lose a whole lot from
last year and I think we will be able to
replace what we did lose,” said Raider
Head Coach Jeff Koegel.
Last year, the Raider girls captured
their third straight Union County
Tournament title and the trio of
Carlaya Jones, Lauryn Adams and
Erin Rossi played a major role by
sweeping the top-three spots in the
shot put and discus. Jones, now a
senior, ruled the county in both events
and later placed first in the discus at
the Group 3 meet. Rossi, a senior, is
also proficient in the pole vault and
the javelin. Adams has graduated but
sophomore Kim Wenson is set to fill
the vacancy.
“We’re certainly real deep there,
going 1-2-3 in the county last year in
the shot and the discus,” said coach
Koegel. “We lost one of those girls
but we have another, Wenson. We are
looking for big points there. Carlaya

is already ahead of where she was last
spring. She went over 40 feet (shot
put) this winter in the Meet of
Champs.”
In addition to being strong in the
high jump and hurdles, sophomore
workhorse Sarah Canfield is expected
to reap team points in two events that
are not contested in winter track. Last
year, she won the Watchung Conference triple jump with a leap of 34’1.5”
and she has surpassed 17 feet in the
long jump.
“If you knew Sarah outside of
sports, you might not know that she is
the kind of athlete that she is. She’s
quiet. She’s got a reserved personality but she goes out and she can jump.
She can high jump, she can long jump
and she can triple jump. She may
wind up being our best in all three of
those events,” said Koegel.
Junior Whitney Adams and senior
Tina Olsson are also expected to add
their workhorse abilities in similar
events, as well as the sprints.
“Whitney has done a sensational
job in the sprints, in the long jump
and in the triple jump. As reserved as
Sarah is, Whitney is the polar opposite. They work well together,” said
Koegel. “Having Tina back will be

David B. Corbin (May 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY STRONG IN THE MIDDLE DISTANCES…Junior Brittney Veeck,
right, is expected to earn the Raiders plenty of team points in the 800 meters and
1,600 meters.

good for us. She is also a potential 17
plus long jumper.”
Junior Laura Degnan will add depth
in the high jump. Juniors Alison
Acevedo (triple jump) and Kim Shelus
(pole vault), along with sophomore
Alanna Salituro will add depth in the
hurdles and relays. Senior Kate
Johnson may compete in the 400 and
javelin events. Ali Pearl and Laura
Bruce, who will compete in the
sprints, are two of a large group of
freshmen, who will make the Raiders
even stronger as the season
progresses.
“We have a lot girls coming out of
our middle school program, who did
a lot of good things. We are looking
for them to learn about what high
school track is and what our expectations are. It’s more intense here. As a
result, we are going to expect more
out of them,” said Koegel.
Raiders will be particularly deep in
the middle and long distances. Junior
Brittney Veeck will be especially
strong in the 800 and 1,600 as will
senior Bridget Cornwell in the 800.
Seniors Cathy Hurley and Cassy
Valdes will be strong in the 1,600 and
3,200 and junior Emily Carow could
compete in the 800, 1,600 and 3,200.
“We had a pretty strong season in
cross-country. We have a few strong
older girls but we also have a whole
bunch of young girls. The older girls
will be the core but some of those
younger girls are going to get their
times down very quickly. At first,
they will be able to help us through
our relay teams then, by championship season, they are going to be
competing for spots,” said Koegel
who added, “You do what we need
you to do to help the team. We won
counties three years in a row, so I
think it’s been working for us so far.
As long as we get everybody working
hard and put team before self, we will
have another successful season.”
Both Raider teams have encountered an additional challenge this season, since their track is “under renovations”. Where are they going to
practice?
“It is very frustrating,” commented
Koegel. “We have a schedule set up
for the rest of the season. There’s
going to be days where we go to
Plainfield, days when we go to
Cranford, days when we go to
Brearley. Loading kids up on the bus
just adds to the practice time. We
have to go in after they practice but
we are not going to let this affect us.”

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL SOFTBALL CO-CAPTAINS…Seniors Alex Pecora, left, and Erin Scialabba have been selected as the Blue
Devils’ team captains this season.

SRS PECORA, SCIAALABBA NAMED TEAM CAPTAINS

Softball Blue Devils Return
Experienced Veteran Group
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Superb pitching and plenty of offensive punch should make the
Westfield High School softball team
a formidable opponent this season.
Experienced pitching from veteran
Alyson Moskowitz and power hitting
from Cydil Matthew, Erin Scialabba,
Alex Pecora and Katie Abruzzo
earned the Blue Devils a 17-7 record
and qualified them for the NJSIAA
playoffs last year. Even better, all but
two starters return.
“Almost all have varsity experience. I expect them to come out, play
with confidence and improve on what
they accomplished last year, particularly in tournament play,” said
Westfield Head Coach Tara Pignoli.
“We have a lot of speed, so we’ll use
it to our advantage. We always play
smart ball and will run on teams. We
have power hitters and have some
young kids, whom I think are going to
make a real impact and be on the
bases quite a bit.”
“It’s going to be a different team
with multiple lineups going out there,
multiple pitchers throwing and not
having a single ace go this season,”
said coach Pignoli. “Four candidates
have shown lots of promise on the

mound. Moskowitz has game experience. We put her into some of the
toughest situations as a freshman and
sophomore, and she really performed
well under significant pressure. The
same is true of junior Jamie
Wisniewski at the JV level last year.
She shows a lot of mental toughness
and has lots of experience, while
Matthew has shown good skills on
the mound but we have to see what
they have in game situations. Junior

Katie Abruzzo, an excellent outfielder
last year will play first base and pitch.”
Behind the plate, junior Katie
Kiefer and Christine Feldbauer are
looking strong. “They’re really battling it out in scrimmages and it might
come down to who’s hitting. They
might split time because they are so
talented and it makes them all better
players,” said coach Pignoli.
While the Blue Devils feature a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

LONG BEACH ISLAND
•BUYING •SELLING •RENTALS
Top Producing Agent on LBI
Noreen Callahan
Personally Closed Over
22 Million in Sales in 2007

(609) 709-0664

ncallahan25@hotmail.com
livingonlbi.com
800-633-1140

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD

ELEGANT HOMES PRESENTS
THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION

$2,975,000

$455,000

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/30 12-4PM $349,000

Spacious 4 bedroom home conveniently located to downtown, schools and NYC transportation.
Recent updates include a new roof, CAC, furnace and HWH. This lovely home also boasts an
EIK with new countertops and generous FR, newer carpeting and in-law possibilities.
DIRECTIONS: Westfield Road or Martine to Montrose #91. MLS # 2496135

Welcome to this immaculate 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Colonial, situated on a wooded lot in Berwyck
Chase. This Jamestown model is full of extras featuring an updated eat-in-kitchen, beautiful living
room/dining room with cathedral ceilings and French doors, a huge master bedroom with cathedral
ceiling and a stunning master bath with marble, Corian and a whirlpool tub. Finally, a full finished
basement with Berber carpeting, an exercise room and plenty of storage. DIRECTIONS: Cooper
to Heather to Highlander to Clydesdale #19. MLS # 2497838

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an
enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19
room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6
full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butlers pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2324649

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

FANWOOD

OPEN HOUSE: SUN 3/30 12-4PM

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/30 12-4PM

$1,150,000

Elegant Victorian built in 2006 boasting quality architectural design and amenities combined
with a light infused floor plan. Coffered ceilings, deluxe mill work, gourmet kitchen with
granite, custom wood cabinets, center island, Viking & Bosch appliances and sliders to paver
patio. 6 generous sized bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, 3rd floor balcony, mahogany front porch and
a fully fenced in yard. Set on a professionally landscaped lot just moments from schools, town
and transportation. DIRECTIONS: South Ave to Hort Street #543. MLS # 2472150

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

$1,250,000

This gracious Gardens Center Hall Colonial boasts the very best of classic old charm combined
with quality upgrades and amenities. Five bedrooms, three full and one half baths, updated
kitchen with breakfast nook, elegant living room with woodburning fireplace, formal dining
room, family room plus enclosed 3 season porch. Spacious finished basement with laundry
room and work room. Set on a mature landscaped corner lot, just moments to schools, town
and transportation. MLS # 2489701

weichert.com
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

W E S T F I E L D O F F I C E 1 8 5 E L M S T R E E T / W E S T F I E L D, N J 0 7 0 9 0 / 9 0 8 - 6 5 4 - 7 7 7 7

Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

TUDOR STYLED COLONIAL

$1,199,000

Gorgeous two year old Tudor styled colonial beautifully blends into this established neighborhood. This
quality crafted home is built by D. Villane Construction, an outstanding area builder. Charm & character
grace this home with custom stained hardwood floors, elegant trimmed arched opening, coffered ceilings,
& opens into the stunning FR with rough cedar cut beams, stone fireplace with custom built mahogany
bookcases & window seats. The magnificent MBR suite, located on the 2nd floor, is highlighted by the
volume ceiling with rough cut cedar beams, gas fireplace, walk-in closet, & spa like master bath. Three
additional Bedrooms, a full bath & laundry room are featured on the 2nd floor. The 3rd floor loft makes
a wonderful office or guest area. Sliders from the kitchen lead to a private fenced in backyard with a
paver patio, custom pergola & stone fountain. The large insulated basement offers great room to expand.
There is an attached garage & lots of attic storage. MLS # 2492958
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Baseball Raiders Still Young,
Still Talented, Still Dangerous

Baseball Blue Devils to Field
Talented Squad of Seniors

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Many ground balls are expected to
be fielded by shortstops Mike Melillo,
Evan Shapiro or junior Rob
Granstrand and second baseman Mark
Melino.
“Melino, I just love his glove and
the way he moves. Yesterday, in our
first scrimmage, we turned two infield double plays, which was phenomenal, and he was in the middle of
both of them,” said Brewster.
Joe Vall-Llobera, who has been
recovering from a ski accident, will
cover centerfield, perhaps around the
middle of April. With a .402 BA, 22
RBI and three home runs last year,
Vall-Llobera will provide power at
the plate. Evan Einstein, who has
great glove skills, will also see time in
center.
“Evan, hopefully he can fill the bill
as our leadoff hitter. He’s a real headsy,
headsy player,” commented Brewster.
Strong on the perimeter, Mike
Cappiello, who returns at first base,
also had a very effective stick with a
.357 BA. Cappiello will also spend
some time on the mound.
“He’s a very capable first baseman
and, when he is pitching, we are looking at Matt Loughlin and Mike
Mosier,” said Brewster.
Junior Matt Isabella will play third
base, along with Melillo. Candidates
for right field are Mike Lanna and
freshman AJ Murray. In leftfield, will
be Ryan Brand, Mosier and Jesse
Embry.
Shapiro has earned a fine reputation on the mound, especially since
he used only 69 pitches to toss a
seven-inning, perfect game against
Summit in the first round of the Union
County Tournament, last May. He
was also very tough with the stick,
batting .444.
“He had surgery in the off-season.
He has been going through therapy
since November. First day of practice, he was five-miles-an-hour faster

than last year, but his arm was a little
tender,” said Brewster, who added,
“He hits the ball well. He can do a lot
of little things.”
Junior pitcher Chris Jenkins will
keep opposing batters on red alert
with his lightning bolts. Last year he
fanned 39 batters in 38 innings.
“He has worked as hard as any kid
I have had in the off-season. We have
seen some great things so far. We see
a lot of little steps forward, which
amounts to one big step. He’s more
comfortable on the mound. He’s better at holding runners on. He’s fielding his position better. He’s making
his pickoff throws. His mastery of the
plate is improving leaps and bounds,”
said Brewster.
Senior Ryan Scanlon has demonstrated strength on the mound and, at
this point in time, more pitching support will come from Melillo and Joe
Green.
“Our strength is going to be on the
mound. They are all very capable,”
said Brewster.
Like last year, the Blue Devils’
plan is to be crafty on the base paths.
“I need to see us being aggressive
on the bases. We are going to play
more of what I call the inside game,”
said Brewster.
The Blue Devils, who have won 12
Union County Tournaments, obviously look to grab another, but sights
are also set to win a sectional title.
“The last time we won, it was in
1988. We had a great pitching staff
that took us right into the state
quarterfinals. We played against a
team that was ranked number one in
the country, West New York. We
were leading 1-0 into the bottom of
the sixth. They scored two runs and
we lost 2-1,” coach Brewster recalled.
Clint Factor and Kevin Stock were
the two ace pitchers on that 1988
sectional championship team.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL LAX CAPTAINS…Pictured, left to right, are: Kyle Wright,
Andrew Rosenberg and Harry Bernstein.

Blue Devil Boy Laxers Must
Look to Youth for Success
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

“Andrew is a real sparkplug, another natural lefty. On the field, he is
a good leader, always works as hard
as he can,” Silbergeld said.
Sophomore Tim Werner added
some scoring flare last year and will
operate as a midfielder.
“Last year he was at attack. This
year he will be back at midfield, which
is his natural position. Timmy is probably our best all-around player at this
point,” said Silbergeld.
Senior Sean Mack is “a face-off
guy and one of our fastest guys on the
field,” according to coach Silbergeld.
Sophomore Sean Scrudato has moved
from midfield to attack and senior
midfielder Gus Gibbons is, “very athletic, a strong kid and can run all day.
We are expecting him to make the
jump from JV to varsity and be an
impact player,” Silbergeld said.
The defense took a big hit due to
graduation, so a lot of new faces will
protect the goalie. Sophomores Andre
Arnold, Evan Rosenberg and Zander

Maslow, along with junior long stick
middies Scott Perry and Chris Rhodes,
and senior Stephen Koepfler, will
spend a lot of time on the defensive
side.
“We are very young and inexperienced, but we have some really good
kids. We are hoping that they grow
together as a unit. Behind Kyle’s
strong communication in goal, we
expect the defense to very quickly
become as tight as our seniors were
last year,” Silbergeld said.
The Blue Devils will begin their very
arduous schedule on April Fools’ Day
against Don Bosco at Tamaques School.
“We want to retain the Bristol Cup
in our annual game against Pingry,
which we won for the past two years,
and we are the two-time defending
champs of the Union County tournament. We took out Summit twice last
year, which is never an easy feat. We
have some good local rivalries and
we are playing again some of the best
teams in the state,” said Silbergeld.

Clutch), expected to be the cleanup
hitter, could continue his offensive
assault on opposing teams.
“I am anticipating some really good
things from him. Last year, he carried
us for a good part of the year. If we
can click with Dinizo and Maroney
on all cylinders, we are going to have
a good three-four punch,” said
Baylock. “He’s a good defensive first
baseman. He’s 6’5”, so, hopefully, he
can save a couple of throwing errors.”
Junior second baseman Nick
Bonadies, who batted .417 with 24
RBI last year, is expected to bat in the
No. 5 spot.
“He came out of nowhere. We
brought him up from JVs to take a
look at him and we never looked
back,” Baylock said.
Sophomore Joe D’Annunzio will
use his quickness and speed to patrol
centerfield and to bat as the leadoff
hitter.
“Joey is one heck of an athlete. He’s
strong. He can run. He can throw the
ball. I am looking more for him to get
on base anyway he can so he can use
his speed and make defenses worry.
Walks, he has a really good eye. He
gets on base, now we got those big
guys to drive him in,” said Baylock.
Sophomore shortstop Mike Ridge,
who will bat in the No. 2 spot, moved
up to the varsity midway through the
season and finished with a .375 BA.
“Mike has a very good glove, strong
arm. He came up late in the year. He
was a big lift for us. The day he came
up was when we started our 14-2 run.
He provides an aura out there,” said
Baylock.
Sophomore John Maxwell is expected to be the designated hitter and
sophomore Rick Shevlin is presently
battling it out with freshman Marcus
Rivera for third base.
“Maxwell has really impressed us
so far. And Shevlin and Rivera at third
base are battling, so, hopefully, those
guys can supply some pop in the bot-

tom of the order,” commented Baylock.
The abundance of team speed
should be a plus for the Raiders, especially on the base paths.
“That’s one thing we can do. We
have four-five guys in our lineup, who
can run. Hopefully, we can use that to
our advantage. This might be the fastest team I’ve ever had,” said Baylock.
“As soon as we get the newcomers to
gel and get accustomed to the varsity
way of doing things, the better off we
will be. I’m looking forward to having
a year like we had last year. Baseball is
a funny game. You have to get the ball
to bounce your way.”
The Raiders will open at Watchung
Hills on Tuesday, April 1.

Softball Teams Sought
For June Tournament
All softball teams in the area are
invited to sign up for the 11th Annual
DickArcher Memorial One-Pitch/Slow
Pitch Softball Tournament. The date
for the charity event is Saturday, June 7,
with a rain date of Sunday, June 8.
The entry fee is $150 per team –
with all teams guaranteed a minimum
of three games. Games will be played
in Warinanco Park in Elizabeth. This
fundraiser is sponsored by the Greater
Union County N.J. ASA Softball
Umpires Association.
For further information, and to register your team, please call Don at
(908) 337-9410 or Jim at (908) 2728049. All proceeds will be donated to
National Alliance on Mental Illness
(NAMI) New Jersey to help in their
efforts to assist the mentally ill in
Union County.
NAMI, founded in 1979, is “the
Nation’s Voice on Mental Illness” and
is found at the national, state and local
levels. It is dedicated to improving the
lives of those who suffer from mental
illnesses. To learn more about NAMIUnion County, please call (908) 2331628 or visit nami-nj-uc.org.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Redefining Real Estate

Picture Perfect Colonial

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007

824 KIMBALL AVENUE, WESTFIELD

561 BRADFORD AVENUE, WESTFIELD
This 4 bedroom Colonial on park like property is nestled in the heart of
the Gardens. This charmer boasts an updated eat-in Kitchen with white
cabinetry, living room with wood burning fireplace and classic wooden
mantle, parquet floors, finished Recroom, first floor Den with new
windows and close proximity to downtown shopping, top ranked schools
Offered for $699,000
and NYC transportation.

Spacious and pristine four bedroom Colonial home nestled in the heart of
Wychwood. This fine home boasts a formal Dining Room and Living
Room with fireplace, Eat-in Kitchen with adjacent Family Room with builtins, hardwood floors, extensive moldings, central air, new windows, master
bedroom suite with full bath, attached garage, finished Recreation Room,
Newly Repositioned at $799,000
office & more!

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Open House: Sunday, 3/30 1-4pm • 744 Oak Avenue
This home is a great way to get into Westfield and all it has to offer!
Charming Colonial with lots of character and architectural detail – wood
burning fireplace, built-in cabinetry, moldings, and hard wood floors.
Updated kitchen with skylights, granite countertops, and breakfast nook.
Sunny den off the living room. Formal dining room. Finished recreation
room with a full bath downstairs. Three bedrooms. Fenced yard and a
great close to everything location. $599,900. WSF0203
Maryalice Ryan, ABR, SRES, ASP

Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker
908.301.2004 - Direct Line
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Coldwell Banker International President’s Circle
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007
Direct Line: 908-928-9121
maryaliceryan@comcast.net

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E
1163 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield
$1,895,000
Stunning custom designed 6 Bedroom 4 ½ bath 10
year young Center Hall Colonial featuring a gracious
Entrance Foyer with magnificent staircase; Living
Room/Library w/built-in’s and fireplace; large Formal
Dining Room; gourmet Eat-In Kitchen w/professional
grade appliances, sitting area and fplc; grand Family
Room with soaring cathedral ceilings and fireplace;
1 st floor MBR suite w/access to wonderful
conservatory; plus a 1st floor guest wing and Laundry.
Nestled on a private lane and .77 of an acre. Truly a
one of a kind Westfield residence.

Cathy Splinter

Sales Associate
Burgdorff ERA’s highest and most prestigious award

–The President’s Council Award –

An honor reserved for the top 17 sales associates in a company of over 700
his award separates leaders from the rest. At
Burgdorff ERA, our leaders are given the most
distinguished honor, membership into the President’s
Council. They surpassed industry standards and reached
the pinnacle of success. These ﬁne professionals
demonstrate the integrity, commitment to service and
excellence that are the hallmark of Burgdorff ERA. The
President’s Council embodies the ideal of the Burgdorff
Vision and deﬁnes “extraordinary professionals exceeding
expectations.”

T

It is a distinct privilege to introduce Cathy Splinter into
the 2008 Burgdorff ERA President’s Council.

FRANK D. ISOLDI

Broker / Sales Associate

We applaud and congratulate you!

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2007
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2007

Pat Hoferkamp, President and COO

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 2004-2007
Platinum Level: 2003-2007
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

Westﬁeld Ofﬁce
600 North Avenue West, Westﬁeld, NJ 07090

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Direct Phone: 908-233-5508

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555

www.burgdorff.com

Ofﬁce Phone: 908-233-0065
Cell Phone: 908-398-7200
cathy-splinter@burgdorff.com
Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.
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DOUGHER FINISHES H.S. CAREER WITH 1,633 POINTS

Raider Basketballers Finished
With Best Season Ever at 23-8
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (January 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY EFFECTIVE UNDER THE BOARDS…Center Kaylin Jaichon, center, led the Raiders in rebounding with a 10.6
per game average, including 133 offensive. She also had 74 blocked shots and averaged 10.5 points per game.

Lady Raiders Finished 17-9,
Qualified for States in Hoops
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite being a little light in depth,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls’ basketball team had a very successful
season, finishing with a 17-9 record
and qualifying for the state sectional
tournament.
The Raiders trounced Ferris and
West Morris, respectively, in the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tournament before losing to New Brunswick,
52-36 in the semifinals. The sixthseeded Raiders eliminated Hillside
and Johnson, respectively, in the
Union County tournament before falling to eventual champion Westfield
in the semis, 47-23.
“We played up and down. Some
games we played really well, however, some of our better played games
were in losses,” said Raider Head
Coach Bruce Davis. “In the Westfield
game, the girls were really up for it.
They’re our biggest rival. We did not
get off to a good first half start but did
play good defense, kept them down
and were down by five or six points.
In the second half, we were really,
really flat, could not hit a shot and
could not defend. The worse half we
played the entire year!”
Junior center Kaylin Jaichon accounted for more than half of the
Raiders’ offensive and defensive rebounds. She was a tough inside
shooter, provided a strong presence
on the floor for put-backs and postups, averaging 10.5 points per game
(ppg). She was very effective controlling the offensive and defensive
glass and led the team in rebounds
with a 10.6 average, including 133
offensive rebounds. Jaichon also had
74 blocked shots.

“She made it a lot easier for us to go
our and pressure people on the outside, knowing that we had a shot
blocker inside and that really helped.
She physically got stronger, her game
matured a lot and she’s one of the best
players in the county,” said coach
Davis.
Jaichon was selected Star-Ledger
player of the week, Courier News
profile player of the week, named
Union County Coaches Association
top 15 and selected to the AllWatchung Conference team.
Junior forward Jackie Law provided toughness, aggressive play and
ran the floor well. She was the Raiders’ chief thief with 72 steals and
blocked 36 shots. She averaged 7.6
ppg, was second in rebounds with an
8.4 average and second in assists.
“She’s not afraid to bang with people.
She’s ferocious, plays hard and
scrambles for balls. Her numbers may
be down a little bit but some of that is
because we asked her to do different
things. We had her move away from
the basket more and handle the ball at
times, when we had her go man-toman, like we did with Westfield. We
put her on their best player and she
proved that she can guard almost anyone,” said coach Davis.
Junior point-guard Kathryn
DeCataldo, according to coach Davis,
“handled the pressure and did a fine
job, handling and distributing the
ball.” She led the Raiders in assists
with 66 and averaged 4.0 ppg.
“She was a real steady influence on
the floor, while towards the end of the
year she started hitting big ones,” said
coach Davis.
Laura Degnan, the 5’11 junior forward, had a break out year. “She spent

most of the year coming off the bench
and when she did, teams we played
would comment what a spark she was,”
said coach Davis. “Almost every time,
it changed the complexity of the game.
We ran more, we were able to pressure
more and she was very good on the
offensive glass.”
Degnan totaled 61 offensive grabs
and 54 defensive and, averaged just
below a 7.0 ppg.
Senior two-guard Molly Meehan,
a superb outside shooter, had some
big games. When teams played zone,
Molly was the one needed from the
outside to open up the middle. She
fired in 32 three-pointers and averaged 6.6 ppg.
“She kept teams honest as far as
playing us in a zone or packing in
their defense for most of the season.
We’ll miss her next year.”
Junior Saxony Nielsen fit into the
equation well. “She did not get the
minutes that she or I would have
liked. She’s very athletic and she’s
another one that is tough and does not
mind guarding anyone. She’s quick
on her feet, scrappy and will run the
floor. I’m hoping to really utilize her
athletic asset when she’s in the starting lineup next year,” said Davis.
“We play one of the toughest schedules around. All but three teams that
we played qualified for the state tournament and many of them did well.
The teams that we lost to had a combined winning record of almost 80
percent. We’re a junior laden team
with five kids coming back. I see no
reason why we should not be right
back in the thick of things and considered as one of the top teams considered for the county title,” concluded
coach Davis.

Records were broken on the team
level and on the individual level by
this season’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School basketball team. The
Raiders won their first sectional crown
since 1960, went on to win the Group
3 title and finished with a 23-8 record,
the best ever for a Raiders boys basketball team. In the meantime, senior
forward Bryan Dougher broke the
SPF all-time boys scoring record.
The Raiders won the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 title with a 59-39
victory over the Colonia Patriots on
March 4. On March 9, the Raiders
leveled Timber Creek, 60-53, at the
Rutgers Athletic Center to win its
first Group 3 championship before
being stopped by Immaculata in the
first round of the Tournament of
Champions.
In order to qualify for the state
sectional tournament, the experienced
senior-dominated Raiders had to survive the tough Watchung Conference
schedule that featured several of the
state’s top teams.
“Probably the best conference in
the state! It gets you battle tested, gets
you ready for the state tournament so
we weren’t going to be shocked by
anything we saw in the state tournament,” said Raider Head Coach Dan
Doherty.
Early in the season, the Raiders
also realized their capabilities by defeating ranked team, Neptune, in overtime, winning at Irvington and beating Union at home.
Senior point guard Danny
DeCataldo was a catalyst in the successful campaign.
“He really gave us the fire on the
team. He played with a lot of energy,
a lot of enthusiasm. He got the ball
into Bryan’s hands, always covered
the point guard and rattled the other
team’s offense,” said Doherty.
In the Group 3 semifinals,
DeCataldo really exhibited his fire by
sparking the Raiders with a barrage
of 3-pointers in the first quarter against
Wayne Valley.
“They went a box on Bryan and,
when they did that, they were saying
that they really don’t feel anybody
else can shoot the ball. Danny stepped
right up. Hit the first one! Once he
gets the confidence going, he’s going
to make a lot of shots,” said Doherty.
Senior center Lordly Okarter, who
plans to play football at Temple University next fall, displayed a dominating presence under the boards.
“Lordly is probably one of the strongest inside men. I don’t know if anybody in the state was stronger than he

game,” Doherty said.
Coming off the bench, junior guard
Reggie Solomon added plenty of
spark.
“He gave us a lot of energy off the
bench with his speed. He’s very quick,
very fast, plays good defense,” said
Doherty.
Senior Rob Zekunda and juniors
Melvin Hanciles, Ishmael Raymond
and Marcus Green also provided much
depth off the bench.
“Melvin came on later in the year
and played fabulous defense, an athletic player. Ishmael did a good job
backing up Lordly, blocking shots,
rebounding. Rob’s been a three-year
varsity player. He had very good
post moves, scored for us.
Marcus is a big, strong football
kid, very athletic,” said Doherty.
Dougher broke Willie
McCoy’s all-time SPF boys basketball scoring record of 1,482
points set in 1986 when he sank
10 points in a 49-37, victory
over visiting Emerson in the
quarterfinals of the sectional
on February 28. In the five remaining tournament games, he
averaged 30 points per game to
bring his career total to 1,633.
“That’s what makes him a
special player. As good as he
was during the year, he brought
it to another level once state
time came, He’s a quiet kid,
very competitive. I’m sure that
he is proud that he is the alltime leading scorer but he
wanted the team, he wanted the
championships. Each year he
got better and better,” said
Doherty.
David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
Five talented seniors may
SPF RECORD HOLDER…Bryan Dougher
holds the all-time Raider boys scoring record have played their final game as
a Raider, but next year’s team
with 1,633 points.
looks promising also according
“He was our second leading scorer to Doherty, “Our bench and Kevin
early in the year. He had a little trouble Maroney will be back. Brandon Boyd
scoring in the states but he did all the didn’t play that much but has talent.
other things. He did a good job on And then, we have some good freshdefense. Didn’t force the issue. He men coming up, so we feel we will be
had a good understanding of the very tough.”
was. He gave us a presence inside,
blocking shots and rebounding the
ball. He let our guards go out and
pressure kids,” said Doherty. “He is a
good passer and intense scorer.”
Junior forward Kevin Maroney displayed talent across the board, as well
as under the board.
“He’s extremely talented. He’s a
tough match-up. He’s 6’5”, can rebound but he can also step outside
and shoot the ball. He did a great job
on the boards down the stretch,” said
Doherty.
Senior guard Greg Zabel showed
good defensive skills throughout the
season.

Francesca Azzara
908-233-8924

www.njhouses2buy.com
Westfield Office • 600 North Avenue, West
908-233-0065

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 30th • 1-4pm
1165 Wychwood Road, Mountainside

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 30th • 1-4pm
25 Marion Lane, Scotch Plains

Exquisite custom, center hall colonial with Sweeping Hand Milled Staircase, flanked by a
formal living room/wood burning fireplace and a 21' Dining Room to host your most
lavish dinner parties. A gourmet’s “Designer Kitchen”, with exceptional “State of the Art”
amenities, overlooks a 20 X 21' Great Room housing a Flat Screen TV & Fireplace. The
Master Bedroom Suite boasts custom built-ins with Fireplace and Luxurious Spa Like
Bathroom. A total of 12 rooms, 5 Bedrooms (one on first floor), 5 1/2 Baths, Office, Gym,
3 Car Garage, over a half acre professionally landscaped property, Low taxes, Wychwood
Location. Near town and NYC transportation. $2,595,000. WSF0022

DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2005

Broker / Sales Associate

E mail: revaberger@aol.com

CELL: 908-419-5141
bettlync@att.net
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

REVA BERGER

Broker / Sales Associate

BETTY LYNCH

WESTFIELD OFFICE

Elegant and stately this magnificent property sits on a park like acre and a half of property at
the end of a prestigious cul de sac and backs onto a lovely park. Spacious and grand the
gorgeous entry gives access to the sunken living room, the large dining room and leads on to
the gathering room with gas fireplace and multiple lighted art niches. French doors lead to the
marvelous conservatory with glass walls overlooking the roman style loggia and the garden
terrace beyond. The kitchen is a masterpiece of form and function offering every amenity set
in beautiful colors with the finest in cabinetry and countertops. A walk in pantry and laundry
room are adjacent to the kitchen and the library or guest room is nearby on this first level.
Five bedrooms are offered on the second level. The master suite boasts a wonderful sitting
room, large closets and dressing room and a lush bath. Twelve wonderful rooms with abundant
built-ins, six fabulous baths, a three car garage, a finished basement, designer accoutrements
throughout and an unbelievable amount of special features artistically presented make this
one of the finest properties offered to the marketplace. DIR: Raritan Road to Black Birch, left
on Marion to end of cul-de-sac. Offered for $1,799,000. WSF0450

908-233-5555

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555
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Softball Blue Devils Return
Experienced Veteran Group
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

CENTURY CLUB IN BOYS ICE HOCKEY…Jimmy Bender, left, and Craig
Esposito, right, are welcomed to the Westfield High School (WHS) Century Club
by former line mate and member Sal Esposito during the WHS Ice Hockey Assoc.
(WHSIHA) year end banquet. Only two other WHS players scored in excess of 100
points during their entire career. The trio accounted for over 430 points when they
played for Head Coach Dennis Doughty. Sal Esposito is currently a sophomore
and ice hockey player at the University of Scranton where he is a two-time,
American Collegiate Hockey Assoc. (ACHA) All Conference player.

plethora of young talent, seniors
Scialabba and Pecora will assume the
responsibilities as team captains.
“Both made good contributions last
year. Scialabba was our DH. [designated hitter] She hits for power and
Pecora was a solid outfielder,” said
coach Pignoli.
Senior Ariel Gale did a top job
defensively at second base and secures that position this year. Of the
six returning veteran sophomore starters from last year, four are strong
pitchers. Matthews, a third baseman,
who received state recognition last
year, is an excellent pitcher as well.
“We’re going to struggle with that

SP’s Leighton Gets 7th in Snowboard Nationals
Scotch Plains resident Mike
Leighton, a third year student at the
University of Virginia, led the UVA
men’s snowboard team to a third
place finish in the United States
Collegiate Ski and Snowboard Association (USCSA) National Championships at Sunday River, Me.
Leighton was named to the All-

America Second Team.
Leighton, who earned the top seed
for the Boardercross finals, finished
fourth. In the Giant Slalom, Leighton
took eighth place to finish seventh
in the overall standings. He earned
First Team All-America honors in
Boardercross and Second Team AllAmerica honors in Giant Slalom.

Snowboarder Mike Leighton

decision to move her from third to
having her on the mound. If we do,
Scialabba, with lots of experience,
will play third,” said coach Pignoli.
Returning shortstop Kim Townsend,
recuperating from shoulder injury is
expected back mid-season and will
add defensive stability. Sophomore
Sarah Connery has stepped up to the
position and has shown strong offensive sparkle. Senior Krissy Wendel
has shown promise at the plate and
may see substantial playing time.
Pecora will patrol centerfield. The left
field and right field positions are yet to
be determined.
“We’re looking at junior Emily
Tebbetts, Katie Effler and Scialabba,
an infielder, who we’re looking to
convert into an outfielder. Those decisions may come down to who is
hitting or who is most consistent out
in the field,” Pignoli pointed out.
Coach Pignoli expects tough competition from Union and Linden in
the Watchung Conference while, in
Union County, Cranford always puts
out a strong program.
“Most of our girls have played on
competitive summer teams. They have
experience in the county and state
tournament, so I expect them to play
with the confidence that an experienced team should despite their
youth.”
Westfield opens the season with
the Immaculata Spartans on April 1
in Westfield.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday,
March 25, 2008 the following ordinance
entitled:
AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY JUNE 8, 2008 IN THE
TOWNSHP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS
was adopted on second and final reading.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 3/27/08, The Times
Fee: $16.32

GOING BANANAS IN A FLASH…The fifth grade Lightning, top, and Bananas,
below, recently battled to a 12-12, overtime tie in the Westfield Basketball
Association title game. A coin flip had been considered to decide the champion.

FSPY 8U Swimmers Finish
At Seton Hall University
The Fanwood Scotch Plains Y
(FSPY) 8U girls and boys swim teams
put in strong performances at their
final meet, the 2008 New Jersey
Swimming Mini-Championships at
Seton Hall University.
Emily Wang, Micaela Valli, Maya
Dunchus and Julie Stankiewicz
touched first in the girls 100-yard
free relay against more than 40 teams.
Stankiewicz won the 25-butterfly and
was third in the 50-free, while Maya
Dunchus took seventh. Danielle
Mrozek and Micaela Valli placed in
the top 20, while Hannah Crisafulli
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
2008 MEETING DATES
TAKE NOTICE THAT the following meeting dates have been established for the
Garwood Planning Board. Meetings beginning at 7:30 p.m., workshop is at 7:15
p.m. The meetings will be held at the
Municipal Building located at 403 South
Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey *(except
the January meetings which will be at
Lincoln School, 400 Second Avenue,
Garwood)
MEETING DATE
January 9, 30* @ Lincoln School
February 27
March 12, 26
April 30
May 14, 28
June 25
July 23
August 27
September 10, 24
October 22
November 12
December 10
And January 14, 2009
Adele Lewis, Board Secretary
1 T - 3/27/08, The Leader
Fee: $24.99

Happy Spring!

Call John for an inexpensive auto quote.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on April
14, 2008, Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Council Chambers at 7:30 p.m.
to hear the Minor Subdivision application
of Messercola Brothers Building Company,
Inc. for 2241 Morse Avenue, Block 7502,
Lot 12, which proposes to subdivide the lot
into two lots and construct two new homes.
The following Variance is requested:
Section 23-3.4A, Para. C, Col. 3-Lot
Area: Proposed Lot 12.01; Minimum
Required: 13,500 square feet; Proposed:
13,305 square feet.
The Applicant is also requesting any
and all variances, waivers, exceptions and
any other relief deemed necessary to allow Applicant’s proposed use of the property.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 3/27/08, The Times
Fee: $26.01

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.
Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

CRANFORD

$499,000

Spacious and pristine Colonial features 6 rooms and
includes 1.5 baths, newer furnace, water heater, 200
amp electric, Kitchen and Recreation Room with baseboard heat. Beautiful landscaping. Chestnut trim
and hardwood floors throughout. Close to town and
NYC transportation.

WESTFIELD

$1,595,000

Classic ‘Gardens’ center hall Colonial with 8 rooms
includes 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, hardwood floors,
Family Room with marble fireplace, built-ins & sliding glass door to tiered deck & beautiful yard that is
adjacent to spacious Kitchen with sun-filled eating area,
Master Bedroom with walk-in closet & full bath, Living Room & Recreation Room.

MOUNTAINSIDE

$639,000

Meticulously maintained 8 room Split Level home on
a level lot located convenient to NY train and bus.
Offers 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, Eat-In Kitchen, 16’ x
11’ Sun Room, Formal Dining Room and central air
conditioning.

WESTFIELD

$649,900

Wonderful 1918 Colonial with front porch and with
charm and architectural detail. Offers 8 rooms, 4
Bedrooms, 2.5 baths and is close to town and train.
Large addition includes Master Bedroom with fireplace
and French doors to deck and huge, grade level Family Room/Studio with French doors to pergola and
patio overlooking deep lot.

MOUNTAINSIDE

$1,149,000

WESTFIELD

$989,000

Special home set at end of cul-de-sac. Completely renovated, this 4 Bedroom, 3.5 bath home glows with abundant colonial details. Exquisite moldings, hardwood
floors, granite, tumbled marbled and luxurious custom crafted cabinetry compose a dazzling interior.
Gourmet Kitchen, all new baths and a Master suite
await you.

Charming Victorian with exceptional architectural
details and signature updates. Includes hardwood
floors, high ceilings, pocket doors, archways and detailed moldings. Rare opportunity to own one of
Westfield’s first homes. Move in condition! Lovingly
restored! Close to everything location.

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

$1,195,000

Fabulous “Indian Forest” center hall brick Colonial.
Offers 11 rooms including 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 4
fireplaces, exquisite .70 acre park-like grounds. Large
Family Room addition with vaulted ceiling and custom cabinets. Freshly painted interior and refinished
oak floors.

$559,900

This beautiful Split Level Custom Home sold for
99% of its list price in only 21 days. Contact any
of our extraordinary agents and let them design
a personalized marketing plan for your home.

and Natalie Edman had strong swims.
In the 100-breaststroke, Natalie
Jablonski took seventh.
7U: MacKenzie Inacker, Anna
Dunchus and Gina Fahrenholz posted
best times in the 25-free, placing sixth,
12th and 17th out of a field of 57.
Rachel DiFabrezio had season-best
times in the free and the breaststroke.
Inacker and Fahrenholz also placed
12th and 14th in the 25-backstroke
with personal-best times, while A.
Dunchus finished ninth in the 100IM.
Tyler Daniskas, Josh Davidson,
Nick Heath and Zach Arber took second in the boys 100-free relay against
more than 25 teams. 8Us Zachary
Arber took ninth in the 50-free. Joshua
Davidson and Brody Rash placed in
the top 20. In the 25-free, Heath finished fifth, while Chris Hoerrner and
Jake Lessner had best-time swims. In
the 50-backstroke, Arber placed sixth,
while Heath and Rash placed 9-10
with best times. In the 25-back, Arber
touched third. Lessner took fifth in
the 100-breaststroke and Davidson
finished ninth in the 25-breaststroke.
In the 25-butterfly, Rash and Hoerrner
tied for fifth. In the 100IM, Arber
took 10th with best-time finishes by
Heath and Davidson.
PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-4973-08
FILE NO: 36.1816
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
SANDRA CASTRO AND MR.
CASTRO, HUSBAND OF
SANDRA CASTRO
You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.,
Plaintiff’s Attorney, whose address is 1455
Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey,
07003, an answer to the complaint (and
amendment to complaint, if any) filed in a
civil action in which NATIONAL CITY
MORTGAGE CO DBA COMMONWEALTH UNITED MORTGAGE COMPANY is plaintiff and SANDRA CASTRO
AND MR. CASTRO, HUSBAND OF
SANDRA CASTRO; UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS ONE THROUGH TEN; ALLEGHENY CASUALTY COMPANY; UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, et als. are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket Number F4973-08 within thirty-five (35) days after
March 27, 2008 exclusive of such date. If
you fail to do so, judgment by default may
be rendered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint (and amendment to complaint, if any). You shall file
your answer and proof of service in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex, 25
Market Street, P.O. Box 971, Trenton,
New Jersey, 08625, in accordance with
the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.
This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a mortgage
dated October 28, 2004, made by SANDRA
CASTRO, A SINGLE PERSON, as
Mortgagor(s) to NATIONAL CITY MORTGAGE CO DBA COMMONWEALTH
UNITED MORTGAGE COMPANY, recorded on November 3, 2004, in Book
10906 of Mortgages for UNION County,
Page 0666, and subsequently assigned to
the plaintiff; and (2) to recover possession
of, and concerns the premises commonly
known as: 41 JEFFERSON AVENUE,
ELIZABETH, NJ 07201.
If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jersey State Bar Association by calling (908)
249-5000. You may also contact the lawyer referral service of UNION the County
of Venue by calling 908-353-4715. If you
cannot afford an attorney, you may communicate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue by calling 908-3544340.
You, SANDRA CASTRO, are made a
party defendant to this foreclosure action
because you are the record owner(s) of
the mortgaged premises, because you
executed the Bond/Note and Mortgage
being foreclosed herein and may be liable
for any deficiency thereon, and for any
right, title, claim or interest you may have
in, to or against the said mortgaged premises.
You, MR. CASTRO, HUSBAND OF
SANDRA CASTRO are the spouse of
SANDRA CASTRO, the mortgagor and
owner of the mortgaged premises and as
such may have a dower/curtesy or other
interest in said premises.
Dated: MARCH 19, 2008
Theodore Fetter, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey
Frank J. Martone, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
1455 Broad Street
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
1 T - 3/27/08, The Leader
Fee: $72.42
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DIRECTOR WANTED

BOOKKEEPER / ASSISTANT

Growing, Christian Early Learning
Center seeks full-time Director
who embraces basic Christian
values, has management skills,
and Early Childhood education.
Submit letter of interest and
resume to: J. Walsh, 1171 Terrill
Road, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
for more info call (908) 322-9222

Bookkeeper / Asst. PT
Outgoing, reliable person
for Interior Designer.
QuickBooks, Microsoft Office
& general office admin.
(908) 928-1154

HELP WANTED

Small Fanwood office seeks
part-time office assistant. 19 hour/
week. General office work.
Excel and telephone skills a must.
Send resume to
PO Box 159
Fanwood, NJ 07023
or call Kathy (908) 322-8440
CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
CHILDCARE NEEDED

Childcare in my Westfield home,
2 1/2 and 4 1/2 year old, two days
per week 8am-5pm. Car and local
references required. Please call
(908) 233-6160
P/T NANNY NEEDED

Looking for a Loving, Experienced
Nanny, 3 or 4 days per week for
3 children ages 6, 4 1/2, and 2.
Must Drive. Contact Christine
(914) 953-2435

REAL ESTATE BROKER

Established niche business
brokerage firm needs
independent licensed real estate
broker in New Jersey.
For info call (814) 466-7084
HELP WANTED

Experienced local coordinators
needed to place and supervise
international exchange students.
If you have experience in hosting
or placing in the past 5 years,
call 1 (800) 522-4678. Travel
opportunity. Competitive rates.
www.STSFoundation.org
ESTATE SALE

Relocating: Furniture, Oriental Art
/ Antiques, Rugs, Dishes, TVs, etc.
Sat. 3/29 from 9:00 to 2:00
819 Kimball Avenue
Westfield (Wychwood Area)
(908) 654-8302
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Monday, April 7, 2008 in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:00 p.m. to hear and consider the following Application for final site plan.
Application of Echo Lake Country
Club, 515 Springfield Avenue, Block
1501/1601, Lots 2/2). Applicant proposes
the dredging of an existing decorative pond,
construction of an irrigation pond, realignment of pathways and construction of a
576 square foot utility building. This application does not propose any changes to
the number of Lots or Blocks or use of the
property.
Plans and Application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. until 4:30 p.m. Anyone interested in
this appeal may appear and be heard on
the issue of the final site plan approval.
JAMES B. FLYNN
Attorney for Applicant
1 T - 3/27/08, The Leader
Fee: $24.99

CLASSIFIEDS
AGENTS WANTED

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Improve your quality of life!
Consider a Career in Real Estate!
Prudential NJ Properties
(908) 232-5664 ext. 103
Ask for Margie

Westfield
Prime Office Space
400 Sq. Ft., 3rd Floor
Available May 1, 2008
$800 per month
(201) 891-1130

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net
HOUSE CLEANING

Honest, responsible and reliable
housecleaning service. We have
great references, flexible schedule, affordable price and free estimates. Please call (201) 253-6042
PUBLIC NOTICE

HOME FOR SALE

WESTFIELD. Turn of the century
Victorian offers 5 BRs, 4.5 bths,
restored by master craftsmen.
Splendid mix of elegance, vintage
appeal, architectural detail and
spectacular amenities offers
charm with stunning features of
today. $1,629,000.
BURGDORFF ERA
Realtors - Westfield
(908) 233-0065
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HOUSECLEANER SERVICES

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

Do you need your house cleaned?
I will do it for you!
I clean homes, offices & apartments. Have good references
& 7 yrs of experience.
For each client you give me, I will
give you one free cleaning. Call
Monica at my cell (908) 456-3088
or at home (908) 469-8284.

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.
Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.
5 years exp.
For each client you give me,
1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

WEEKEND CHILDCARE

NEED TO GET OUT ON WEEKENDS? Experienced, 5yrs+ in
Westfield area, 35 yr. old female,
seeking part-time work. Responsible, Reliable, Fun, Nurturing.
DON’T HESITATE, call today!
(908) 499-1814

CLEANING SERVICES

If you don’t have time to clean,
I’ll do it for you!
Good references, reliable.
6 yrs of exp.
Call me: Roberta Rocha
(973) 380-2093 or (201) 998-8738

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 4/22/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
LONG-LIFE PAVEMENT MARKINGS CONTRACT, NORTH - 2008 ROUTES US 1,
NJ 10, NJ 15, NJ 22, NJ 23, NJ 46, I-78, NJ 181, NJ 183, NJ 185, US 202, NJ 208,
I-278, I-280, NJ 284, I-287, NJ 440, AND NJ 495, Counties of Sussex, Morris,
Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union and Part of Warren;
Federal Project No: STP-B00S (557), DP No: 08420
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution. Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 3/27/08, 4/3/08 and 4/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $195.84

JOHN DeNICOLA JR.

Ceramic Tile
and Marble
Contractor, LLC

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
Ceramic Tile - Patio & Decks

908-232-7383
Owner Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

Residential Remodeler • Builder

DECKS
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
BASEMENTS and
of course ADDITIONS
John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Murph

Construction

Co., Inc.

Fine Quality Homes
CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

Leo C. White Jr.

908.233.0900
www.GO-KENT.com

Office: 908.654.9098
Cell: 908.233.9588
www.murphconstruction.com

Get Ready For Summer

PATIO PARTY

NSTRUCTION
BOUSQUET CO
Co.

1-800-351-1964

14x14 Paver Patio
72" Tiki Bar • 96" Landscaping Bed

Building & Remodeling
Property Management
Roofing & Siding
New Construction
Historical Restorations

Packages Start At $9,999

732-494-YARD
Serving Union & Middlesex Counties

The Woodworks
Architectural Woodwork

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork
Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089 / Cell: 908-705-0653

Cursi

Serving Westfield for over 30 years

RO M A N
Home Improvements

All Types of Carpentry
Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms
Basements • Decks • Stairs

(732) 680-9626

Free Estimates

Fully Insured

BRICK – BL
OCK – CONCRETE – ST
ONE
BLOCK
STONE

MASON CONTRACTOR

For ALL Your Masonry and Building Needs
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

732-388-3151

Free Estimates – Fully Insured (#13vh03917500)

Electric, Inc.
Full Service
Electrical Construction Co.

Commercial & Residential
Professionalism & Integrity are the
foundation of JDM Electric

908-654-1662
Free Estimates • NJ License #6547
Fully Insured & Bonded

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES
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In the last couple of months much has
been said about our state, county and municipal financial situation. We have all heard
a great deal regarding Governor Jon
Corzine’s proposed financial restructuring
plan. This plan apparently is widely unpopular and will need some rework for it to
pass, to say the least. The governor presented his budget with various cuts. However, the root(s) of the problem are not being
addressed by any level of government.
First, is the cut of municipal aid. In
Scotch Plains, we are facing increases in
county, municipal and schools costs to
the tune of 4-6 percent each this year. The
loss of state money has a great impact. We
hear that fixed costs are driving this increase. This is hard to understand, since;
yes the sun rises in the east, there is
nothing that can be done about this. But
contracts between humans can and have
been agreed upon in the past. They are not
“fixed,” they are agreed upon. Our leaders failed to provide the hard line financial management of our money in contract negotiations.
Second is the new school funding formula, which is gracious enough to grant
us a 10 percent increase in state aid.
However, then a couple of weeks later,
the state said that our school system was
costing us too much per student and they
have to give back most of this increase in
a tax rebate. How can any one in a sane
mind rationalize this? At least I know that
I have tried to bring this high cost out in
the open the last couple of years, but
regardless I am not going to spend this
refund until I have it in hand.
In addition, how can we forget the
giveaway in the latest contract negotiations with the union, where our generous
school board said that we can afford to
give raises as much as 6 percent; or in the
last year when both the school board
presented a $2 million bond issue and our
town council approved another $2 milPUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
REFUNDING BOND ORDINANCE
REFUNDING BOND ORDINANCE OF THE SCOTCH
PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD
OF EDUCATION, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR
THE REFUNDING OF A PORTION OF THE BOARD’S OUTSTANDING SCHOOL DISTRICT BONDS, SERIES 2001
DATED MAY 1, 2001 AND A
PORTION OF THE BOARD’S
OUTSTANDING SCHOOL
DISTRICT BONDS, SERIES
2002 DATED JANUARY 1,
2002, APPROPRIATING NOT
TO EXCEED $13,600,000
THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT
TO EXCEED $13,600,000
SCHOOL DISTRICT REFUNDING BONDS OF THE BOARD
OF EDUCATION FOR FINANCING
THE
COST
THEREOF
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SCOTCH
PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION,
NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of
all members thereof affirmatively concurring), AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:2461 et seq. of the School Bond Law of the
State of New Jersey (the “State”), the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education, in the County of Union, New Jersey
(the “Board”), is hereby authorized to refund a portion of the Board’s (a) outstanding $6,300,000 School District Bonds,
Series 2001 dated May 1, 2001 originally
issued in the aggregate principal amount
of $9,000,000 and (b) outstanding
$11,337,750 School District Bonds, Series 2002 dated January 1, 2002 originally
issued in the aggregate principal amount
of $15,117,000.
Section 2. In order to finance the cost of
the purpose described in Section 1 hereof
and the costs of issuance associated therewith, negotiable refunding bonds of the
Board are hereby authorized to be issued
in the aggregate principal amount of not to
exceed $13,600,000 pursuant to
N.J.S.A.18A:24-61 et seq. of the School
Bond Law of the State.
Section 3. An aggregate amount not to
exceed $150,000 for costs of issuing the
refunding bonds, including, without limitation, underwriters discount, original issue
discount, if any, bond insurance, if any,
and all legal, accounting, printing and fiduciary expenses, has been included in the
aggregate principal amount of refunding
bonds authorized herein.
Section 4. The purpose of the refunding
is to reduce the annual debt service expenses of the Board.
Section 5. The Board hereby acknowledges and agrees that, in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 18A:24-16 and 18A:24-17, a
supplemental debt statement will be prepared as of the date of this resolution by
the Chief Financial Officers of the Township of Scotch Plains and the Borough of
Fanwood, being every municipality comprised within the School District, giving
effect to the proposed authorization of
bonds of the School District in the aggregate amount not to exceed $1,541,500,
which amount represents the amount of
the refunding debt in excess of the debt to
be refunded, and that the supplemental
debt statements have been filed in the
Office of the Clerks of the Township of
Scotch Plains and the Borough of Fanwood
and in the Office of the Secretary of the
Board prior to the adoption of this resolution. The Board hereby directs the Secretary of the Board to have the supplemental
debt statements filed in the Office of the
Division of Local Government Services in
the Department of Community Affairs prior
to final adoption of this refunding bond
ordinance.
Section 6. A certified copy of this refunding bond ordinance as adopted on
first reading has been filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government
Services in the Department of Community
Affairs of the State prior to final adoption.
Section 7. This refunding bond ordinance shall take effect immediately upon
final adoption, provided that the consent of
the Local Finance Board has been endorsed upon a certified copy of this refunding bond ordinance as finally adopted.
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the above Refunding Bond Ordinance
was duly passed on first reading by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education, in the County of Union, New Jersey
on the 7th day of February 2008, and that
said Refunding Bond ordinance will be
considered for final adoption at a meeting
of said Board of Education to be held in the
Administration Building, Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street in Scotch Plains on
the 10th day of April, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. at
which time and place a public hearing will
be held prior to final passage of said Refunding Bond Ordinance and all interested
persons will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning the same.
ANTHONY DEL SORDI
Board Secretary
1 T - 3/27/08, The Times Fee: $105.57

lion bond issue, each for ball field revisions. I warned of poor timing and how
narrow sighted these actions were. Well,
in their infinite wisdom of our “successful” financial experts in Trenton, these
facts were ignored to some degree with
the 10 percent additional funding to our
school system.
Ladies and gentlemen, if we can afford
four million dollars for dirt and grass when
we are facing significant increase in costs
and now a recession, some are actually
saying that the parking lot at the Fanwood
train station has more parking spots available than in the past. It was mentioned that
this is a result of pull back in the financial
and housing sectors. Then, why should we
expect any additional funding for Scotch
Plains? Thank God we have our new fields
with lights to take up our time should we
join the unemployed or need a place to
pitch a tent should we fall victim to this
developing financial mess.
I don’t know how many caught our
school superintendent in Trenton recently
on NJN. First, don’t we pay her to run our
schools, not take a day off and go to
Trenton while we pay her? Would our
employers pay us to go down to Trenton?
Getting beyond this aspect, she talked
about the cutback on programs. One that
was mentioned, and implied that it had to
be cut due to the lack of funding, was the
ROTC program. As I remember, this was
cut since we did not have enough students
to meet minimum attendance. What we
could have done with more money was to
go out on a nationwide search for new
students. Perhaps that would correct the
housing decline.
While I’m on the housing value decline, in the last few years we were told by
our county, municipal and school board
officials that yes we do pay a lot of property taxes, but look at the increase value
of our homes. I pointed out that other
factors drove up these values. Now we
see that our out-of-control property taxes
had nothing to do with this housing value
increase. It was just used as an excuse to
miss-handle public funds and/or cater to
private interest groups.
Now that I have set the groundwork for
where we are, I would like to point out
that all of the discussions on the state
budget and taxes only serve to camouflage the highest component of our taxes
— that is funding to our bloated school
systems. When our superintendent testified in Trenton, did she mention that
funding was needed to keep up our 725person payroll, where some 83 are paid,
with full benefits, over $100,000 a year?
In fact, we reimburse her around $180,000
a year.
Naturally we cannot forget that our
municipality has some 20 out of 150 that
are paid in excess of $90,000 a year.
These salaries are public knowledge and
can be seen on nj.com/news/
bythenumbers website.
I stress that no matter what the
Governor’s budget and financial restructuring does, we on a local level with these
salaries, benefits along with the continual
voting in the same individuals that got us
here in the first place and year after year
approving the school budget, we have no
right to complain about the money not
being given to us, nor should we expect
any improvement. However, until we do
have the courage to look in the mirror and
see that it is us that mostly affects our
property tax situation, any improvement
will not be possible. We have an addiction to spending and when we can’t feed
this habit, we demand that our neighbors
feed us the drug of money.
Albert Muller
Scotch Plains
PUBLIC NOTICE

Council Should Stop
Glover’s Grandstanding
I want to thank Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato for presenting an accurate and
thoughtful response to Kevin Glover’s
ongoing grandstanding regarding the
municipal budget.
It is about time somebody stood up to
Mr. Glover’s nonsense and his ultimately
hollow self-promotion.
It is one thing to have a different viewpoint from your colleagues and the financial professionals working for the township; however, it is highly irresponsible
to completely ignore them when working
on your first municipal budget, like Mr.
Glover did in 2007.
For Mr. Glover to assert that his illadvised budget proposal of 2007 would
have left the township in the same financial shape as it finds itself in right now
shows either a continued lack of understanding on budgeting or a complete and
intentional disregard for the truth, as
pointed out by the mayor.
It is easy to forecast more of the same
from Mr. Glover for the 2008 budget,
based upon his continued letters to this
paper.
My suggestion to the rest of the township council and the administration is to
ignore his reckless behavior and blatant
self-promotion, and continue to responsibly conduct the business of the town.
Mary F. DePaola
Scotch Plains

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday,
March 25, 2008 the following ordinances
entitled:
AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE
A DEDICATED RIGHT OF
WAY KNOWN AS EDWIN
PLACE IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS COUNTY
OF UNION AND STATE OF
NEW JERSEY, AND TO RELEASE AND EXTINGUISH
THE
PUBLIC
RIGHTS
THERETO

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, March 25,
2008 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first reading, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE TO MERGE
A “STRIP LOT” KNOWN AS
LOT 24 IN BLOCK 201 ON
THE TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
INTO A DEDICATED RIGHT
OF
WAY
KNOWN
AS
CROYDEN PLACE IN THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS COUNTY OF UNION
AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AND TO VACATE AND
RELEASE AND EXTINGUISH
THE PUBLIC RIGHTS TO A
PORTION OF CROYDEN
PLACE
AFTER
SUCH
MERGER

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SECTION XXIV RETAIL FOOD
HANDLING ESTABLISHMENTS SECTION 24-4 OF
THE
GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Purpose: To change fee schedule for
food handler’s establishments, as follows:
$50. Establishments offering pre-packaged items (candy/snacks) and Non-Profit
Establishments.
$100. Mobil Retail Food Establishments.
$100. Establishments preparing food
without seating facilities (excluding counter
service) also Establishments with seating
at a capacity of fifty (50) or fewer; or fewer
than two thousand (2,000) square feet.
$150. Establishments with a seating
capacity of more than fifty (50) persons, or
over two thousand (2,000) square feet.
$300. Establishments with a seating
capacity of more than one hundred (100)
persons or over five thousand (5,000)
square feet.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, April 8, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk.
1 T - 3/27/08, The Times
Fee: $44.88

were adopted on second and final reading..
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 3/27/08, The Times
Fee: $34.17

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, March 25,
2008 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first reading, the following ordinance:
CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION, NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF PUBLIC TV EQUIPMENT IN, BY AND FOR THE
ENHANCEMENT OF COMMUNITY AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT NEEDS OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,
APPROPRIATING THEREFOR THE SUM OF $50,000.
AND PROVIDING THAT SUCH
SUM SO APPROPRIATED
SHALL BE RAISED FROM
THE RESERVE FOR CABLE
FRANCHISE FUNDS

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 4/24/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.`; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Demolition of Buildings and Asbestos Removal, Contract #1-2008; Rt. 1 & 9
Section 4T, City of Elizabeth, Union County; 100% State; DP No: 08107
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 3/27/08, 4/3/08 and 4/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $198.90

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Westfield Lions Club would like
to thank the town for the use of
Mindowaskin Park, and the police, the
DPW and all town officials to allow us to
hold our Easter Egg Hunt for the last 73
years. The hunt was well attended and
Mayor Skibitsky stopped by for a visit.
The Easter Bunny was also on hand for
photographs.
Thank you to the following stores that
generously donated prizes and made our
hunt a success. Shop-Rite, Garwood;
Brummer’s Chocolate, Westfield; Hi5
Candy and Ice Café, Westfield; Walmart,
Watchung; Harmon Stores, Union; With
A Cherry On Top, Westfield; Jersey
Mike’s Subs, Westfield; Stop and Shop,
Westfield; Baron’s Drug Store, Westfield;
Trader Joe’s, Westfield; Madelaine
Chocolates, Rockaway Beach, N.Y.; and
Rita’s Ice’s, Westfield.
We hope everyone enjoyed themselves,
and we will see you next year on Easter
Saturday. For more information on Lions
Club, visit westfieldnj.com/lions. New
members are welcome to join at any time.
Lions Club
Westfield

Purpose: Authorizing the acquisition of
public t.v. equipment and appropriating
the sum of $50,000. and providing that
such sum so appropriated shall be raised
from the reserve for cable franchise funds.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, April 8, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 3/27/08, The Times
Fee: $43.35

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Maintenance Permanent Patch Contract, North - 2008, Various locations in Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union Counties and Warren County
- Including and North of Route 57, Region North; 100% State; DP No: 08439
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 3/20/08, 3/27/08 and 4/3/08, The Leader
Fee: $205.02

See it all on the web in color . . .
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plain will hold a Public Hearing on Monday, April 14, 2008, in the Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue at 7:30 pm. in Council Chambers to hear the Preliminary and
Final Site Plan application of D. Villane
Construction, LLC, which proposes to construct a two-story office building at 2376
South Avenue, Block 9002, Lot 10, B-1
Zone. The following variances are requested:
Section 23-3.4A, Para. I, Col. 5:-Lot
Area(Corner Lot): Minimum Required:
7500 square feet; Proposed: 4269 square
feet.
Section 23-3.4A, Para. I, Col. 7-Front
Setback: Minimum Required: 15 feet; Proposed: 2 feet
Section 23-3.4A, Para I, Col. 7a-Side
Yard (Corner Lot): Minimum Required:
10 feet; Proposed: 2 feet
Section 23-3.4A, Para. I, Col. 10-Rear
Yard: Minimum Required: 30 feet; Proposed: 2.16 feet
The Applicant is also requesting any
and all variances deemed to be necessary
at the time of the hearing, including any
and all waivers, exceptions and other relief necessary to allow the Applicant’s proposed use of said property.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 3/27/08, The Times
Fee: $34.68

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, March 25,
2008 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first reading, the following ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SECTION 2-25.5 OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS ESTABLISHING A
RATE SCHEDULE AND ADMINISTRATIVE FEE FOR EXTRA DUTY POLICE ASSIGNMENTS
Purpose: Establishing a rate schedule
and administrative fee for extra duty police
assignments.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, April 8, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 3/27/08, The Times
Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Documents shall also be submitted with
the bid. Sureties shall be licensed and/or
authorized to transact business in the state
of New Jersey and be acceptable to the
Authority. The term of the contract shall be
for a period commencing June 2, 2008 to
June 30, 2008 with an option to renew for
one addition period at the sole discretion of
the Township.
The Township reserves the right to reject any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities or to accept any bid which, in
the opinion of the Township of Scotch
Plains, will be in the best interest of the
Township all in accordance with the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A.
40A:11-1 et seq. The Township shall award
the bid to the bidders which, in the
Township’s sole discretion, best serves,
the interest of the Township.
The Township also reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if sufficient funds are
not available and/or appropriated. The
Township also reserves the right to not
utilize these services if they are not necessary.
The selected Bidders, will, within seven
days (7) of award of the bid, enter into an
appropriate contract with the Township.
All bidders must comply with P.L. 1975,
Chapter 127 entitled “An Act Relating to
Affirmative Action in Relation to discrimination in connections with Certain Public
Contracts and supplementing the Law
Against Discrimination approved April 16,
1945 (P.L. 1945, Chapter 169)” N.J.A.C.
17:27, as amended from time to time, and
the Americans With Disability Act.
All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et
seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27.
All bidders must be registered with the
New Jersey Department of Labor to engage in public work as defined in the
requirements listed under N.J.S.A. 34:115661 through 56.55, as well as N.J.A.C.
12:62-1.1 and must submit a Business
Registration Certificate with the Bid Documents.
Where applicable, prevailing wage rate
shall be paid to all workers on the job as
per N.J.A.C. 34:11-56,25 et seq.
All Bidders must submit, with their
bid, a copy of their and their contractors and sub-contractors BUSINESS
REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE, regardless of whether a Business Registration Certificate may have previously
been filed with the Township or Department of Public Works in the past with a
prior bid. This requirement is MANDATORY and a bid without a Business
Registration Certificate enclosed MUST
be rejected.
BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
KEVIN WARD
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROPERTY
BARBARA RIEPE
TOWNSHIP CLERK
1 T - 3/27/08, The Times Fee: $117.30

INVITATION TO BID
Invitations are extended to qualified Bidders to bid for the following Project:
USER - FEE BASED
SPRING RESIDENTIAL CLEANUP
PROGRAM
Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains 07076 (attn: Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk) until April 22,
2008 at 10:00 a.m.
The Township of Scotch Plains (hereinafter “Township”) shall not be responsible
for any bid mailed which is lost in transit or
delivered late by the Postal Service. At the
above time, the bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud. All bids must be presented in sealed envelopes, which are
clearly marked, “USER FEE BASED RESIDENTIAL CLEANUP PROGRAM” 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076. No bid will be received after the
time and date specified.
After receipt of bids, no bid may be
withdrawn within (60) days after the date
of the bid opening except if provided for
herein. The bid of any bidder who consents to an extension may be held for
consideration for a longer period of time as
may be agreed upon between bidder and
the Township.
All bids must be on the bid forms provided by the Township of Scotch Plains in
the bid package. Specification and bid
forms may be obtained at the Office of
Public Property, 2445 Plainfield Avenue,
Scotch Plains, between the hours of 9:00
am and 3:00 pm, Monday through Friday
and purchased for a $50.00 non-refundable fee.
Bid proposals and all required documents must be completed and submitted
by the date as set forth above. All documents in the enclosed bid package must
accompany the bid proposal.
In addition to the above documents, a
certified check, cashier’s check or bid bond
issued by a responsible bank, trust company or insurance company, payable to
the Township of Scotch Plains shall be
submitted with each bid as a guaranty that
if a contract is awarded the bidder shall
execute said contract. The bid security
shall be in the amount of ($500.00) Five
Hundred Dollars.
All bid security, except the bid security of
the three apparent lowest responsible bidders shall, if requested in writing, be returned after ten days (10) from the opening of the bids (Sundays and Holidays
excepted) and the bids of such bidders
shall be considered withdrawn.
The successful Bidder shall be required
to submit a Performance Bond in an amount
equal to one hundred percent (100%) of the
amount of the accepted bid at the time of
contract execution. A Consent of Surety
regarding bonds required by the Contract

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

2008 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
COUNTY OF UNION
FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2008
Revenue and Appropriation Summaries

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 4/10/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

SUMMARY OF REVENUES - CURRENT FUND
1.
2.
3.
4.

Surplus
Total Miscellaneous Revenues
Receipts from Delinquent Taxes
Local Tax for Municipal Purposes
Total General Revenues

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS - CURRENT FUND
1. Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages
Other Expenses
2. Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations
3. Capital Improvements
4. Debt Service
5. Judgements
6. Reserve for Uncollected Taxes
Total General Appropriations
Total Number of Employees

ANTICIPATED
2008
420,000.00
1,947,208.43
170,000.00
5,925,289.77
$ 8,462,498.20

2007
920,000.00
2,742,385.46
183,000.00
4,572,997.00
$ 8,418,382.46

2007 BUDGET
3,533,004.00
3,600,796.12
183,342.36
100,000.00
693,355.72
0.00
352,000.00
$ 8,462,498.20
81

FINAL
2007 BUDGET
3,340,129.93
3,753,483.60
169,527.69
100,000.00
697,934.86
0.00
357,306.38
$ 8,418,382.46
81

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT
BONDS
NOTES
Interest
475,475.00
118,720.00
Principal
2,870,000.00
3,200,000.00
Outstanding Balance
$ 3,345,475.00
$ 3,318,720.00
Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Borough Council of the
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union on March 19, 2008.
A hearing on the budget and tax resolution will be held at the Municipal Building on July 16, 2008 at 7:00
o’clock (P.M.) at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2008 may
be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.
Copies of the budget are available in the office of Eleanor McGovern, Borough Clerk, at the Municipal
Building, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023, (908) 322-8236, during the hours of 8:00
(A.M.) to 4:00 (P.M.).
1 T - 3/27/08, The Times

Fee: $131.58

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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Vo-Tech Student Receives
Earthwatch Fellowship

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MODEL MOM…A crowd of supporters cheer on “Marvelous Mountainside
Mom” Janet Magliacano on the catwalk of L’ Affaire Caterers at the Mountainside
PTA fashion show, held on March 13. Lord & Taylor provided the fashions for the
annual event, which was attended by more than 400 women. Private contributions
from local businesses, families and teachers from the district comprised nearly 200
gift baskets, which were raffled throughout the night. Proceeds from the fundraising
event support enrichment programs for the Deerfield and Beechwood schools.
Christoffers Florist also provided a post-shopping incentive for the ladies, offering
a free rose to all who stopped into the store Friday and Saturday. The florist also
donated a percentage of the proceeds from any subsequent sales to the PTA.

THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

On Teenagers: The
‘Pleasure-Seeking Species’
By AMANDA MOSNER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I once came across a New Yorker article about the popular teenage Gossip
Girl novels in which the author commended the realistic portrayal of adolescents as a “pleasure-seeking species.”
Truthfully, this is probably the most
accurate term to describe our “race:” we
tend to do things without regard for others
in a pursuit to entertain ourselves.
I was inspired to write this article following recent events at school that had
made me question the nature of mankind
and how us terrible teenagers are seen in
today’s society: What are our reasons for
fighting? How do we do it? What actually
compels us to physically/verbally attack
others?
After some extensive pondering, the
only rational explanation seems to be
inherited (or acquired) pettiness and ridiculousness.
In my own life, I have often come in
contact with what one could call “teenage
warfare.” Most recently, I discovered from
a friend that some incredibly stupid rumors had apparently circulated about me
in the beginning of the school year.
In what I now look back upon as a rash
fit of emotion and anger, I decided to give
everyone a piece of my mind by writing a
note on Facebook.com, destroyer of lives.
In this note, I angrily denounced the
puerility of these rumors. I argued that as
a vulnerable new student, to say such
things about me was not only ugly, but
completely unsubstantiated.
What had I done to these people? As a
new student, I had been at the school for
less than a month and did not really know
anyone, so what could I have possibly
accomplished?
Finally, I concluded by stating that the
superficiality of these people was, quite
honestly, spectacular. This was simply
proof that they clearly had nothing better
to do with their time than to shamelessly
and pathetically go around and tell lies to
anyone who would listen.
The next day, I discovered that our
student council president had orated my
note to the entire senior lounge. At first I
was livid, but after dwelling on the event
for a bit, I realized what she had done. By
reading my note out loud, she essentially
was proving my point: teenagers are ridiculous, catty creatures.
As I mentioned in passing before, things
such as Facebook.com – are increasingly
used as tools of destruction. At
MySpace.com some people post nasty
messages once in a while, but as of late,
Facebook.com’s certain applications
(“Honesty Box” in particular) are new
ways to anonymously attack someone.
A couple of days ago, it was brought to
my attention that someone had written
terrible things in my best friend’s Honesty Box. This person called her “fake,”
“ugly,” “fat” and the like, to which she
responded that if he or she really felt that
way, the person should come and say it to
her face instead of cowardly writing it
online.
The criminal did not seem to understand this logic and continued to insult my
friend. The worst part of all of this is that
the friend in question is one of the sweetest, nicest people I have ever met – not
only is she not a mean person, but has no
enemies – so why would someone say
such horrible things about her?

The film Mean Girls is also an example
(albeit exaggerated) of the crazy, malicious things teenagers will do for revenge
and amusement. Lindsay Lohan’s character is a new student who had just moved
from Africa and had not yet experienced
the “jungle” that is high school.
Although at first she had slightly rusty
social skills, she became part of an infamous cruel-girl group known as “the Plastics.” Because it is a product of Hollywood, some of the things the Plastics do,
such as keep a “burn book” of people they
dislike, are very unrealistic.
At the same time, however, some things
the girls do – such as going up to someone
and say they like something they’re wearing, then turn around and giggle to a
friend about how ugly it actually is – can
be experienced in local high school halls.
Whether we admit it or not, almost all
of us can attest to having done something
like this. It is not something to be proud
of, as it may have been done to boost our
own self-confidence or even just for a
chuckle.
Unfortunately, some high schoolers like
to amuse themselves by being mean and
talking about others behind their back. It
could be partially attributed to low selfesteem, but lately I have concluded it is
more of a means to excite the perpetrator,
however pathetic that it may sound.
It has taken me six years to finally have
this revelation. It is a hard summit to
reach, and I understand the pain that the
rumors and nastiness can cause, but I
implore anyone who is a victim to not
become upset by these people; instead,
take solace in the fact that it is not you who
did the dirty deed.
There are people in this world who
have nothing to do but feed off the unhappiness of others; take pride in knowing
that you are the better person and that, in
reality, you probably didn’t do anything
wrong.
If you can reach this higher ground and
hang in there until you graduate, then you
can safely say you successfully survived
the battlefields of high school.
Amanda is a junior at WardlawHartridge.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Samantha
Cartagena, 16, a junior at the Union
County Vocational-Technical High
School in Scotch Plains earned an
Earthwatch Education Fellowship to
conduct biological research in Arizona this summer.
She will join a research team that
will study the relationships between
plants and caterpillars, wasps and
flies.
The team will
conduct research at
the Southwestern
Research Station in
Portal, Ariz.
Samantha, of
Samantha
Linden, is the
daughter of Benecia Correa. The focus of Samantha’s research will be the
role of plant chemistry in the relationships between plants, herbivores and
their enemies.
This is a major unresolved issue in
community ecology, according to
Samantha. For two weeks in June,
Samantha will join other fellowship
winners to examine the effects on caterpillar-parasitoid interactions due to
climate.
Other studies will include the examination of chemical defenses in caterpillar host plants and the documentation of diversity of caterpillars and
parasitoids. Parasitoids, unlike parasites, kill the host to which they are
attached.

CHAMPIONS, C-H-A-M-P-I-O-N-S, CHAMPIONS...Albert Chen, a fourth
grader at Tamaques School, won the 20th Annual State Spelling Bee championship, sponsored by the New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs-Junior
Club (NJSFWC-JC), in New Brunswick, on March 9. A total of 21 contestants,
winners from local and district level competitions throughout New Jersey,
attended the State Bee. Three fourth graders competed with 18 fifth graders this
year. Albert dueled four rounds with Jared Geoghan from Mendham to win the
first-place title. His winning word was prerogative. Pictured above with Albert,
left to right, are: Carol Frisby, education chairperson, and Amy Lessman,
director of Junior Clubs of NJSFWC.

Jefferson Elem. School
To Hold Clothing Drive
WESTFIELD –Jefferson Elementary School will hold a clothing drive
on April 8 to raise funds for the fifthgrade yearbook.
Items to be collected include clothing, shoes, stuffed animals, handbags,
belts, sheets, towels and blankets, etc.,
and can be dropped off between noon
and 3:15 p.m. at the Jefferson field on
Clover Street, between Boulevard and
Summit Avenue.

Local Boys Make
Oratory Prep Honor Roll
AREA – The head of the Oratory
Prep School, Marlene Kostka, has
announced the names of students who
have earned academic recognition in
one of the three designated honor
rolls for the second marking period at
the Summit school.
Gus Exarhakos, a ninth grader from
Cranford, was named to the St. Philip
Neri highest honors division. Students named to this list have earned
grade point averages (GPA) of at least
95 with no grades below a 90.
Area students achieving high honors include: ninth grader Ryan Murray
of Westfield; 10th graders Michael
DeNigris of Cranford, Joseph Macri
of Westfield and Gregory Mika of
Cranford; and 11th graders Chester
Baker of Scotch Plains and John
Caldora, 2nd, of Westfield.
For students to be included in the
High Honors division, they must earn
a GPA of at least 90 with no grade
below 85.
Ninth graders Daniel Fitzpatrick
of Westfield and Raymond Thek of
Scotch Plains were named to the honors division of the Oratory Prep honor
rolls.

Marcus Sisters Make
Respective Dean’s Lists
WESTFIELD – Marissa Marcus
was named to the dean’s list at St.
Peter’s college for the fall 2007 semester. She graduated in December
2007, with a Bachelor of Arts degree.
She hopes to teach high school En-

MS Schools Raise
Money for St. Jude
MOUNTAINSIDE –The fifthgrade students at Deerfield Elementary School and second-grade students at Beechwood Elementary
School, both in Mountainside, are
participating in a service project to
raise funds for St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital.
These funds will help St. Jude in its
ongoing fight against catastrophic
childhood diseases. After soliciting
pledges, students will complete a math
Funbook on CD-rom, filled with about
200 problems.
For each completed problem, students will earn money to donate to St.
Jude. Every student who earns at least
$35 will receive a ticket for free admission to Six Flags Theme Parks,
sponsor of the Math-a-Thon.
For more information, call (908)
232-8828, extension 304.

Samantha said she “looks forward
to learning” all she can during her
Earthwatch expedition. As an admirer
of the environment, she is “very grateful to be part of such a unique experience,” she said.
To date, more
than 3,500 students and 4,000
classroom teachers have received
career training and
inspiration while
on Earthwatch expeditions.
Her biology
teacher, Jennifer
Puglia, received a
2006 Earthwatch
Education FellowCartagena
ship to study gull
populations on Appledore Island, Me.
For more information, see
earthwatch.org or call (800) 766-0188.

Christina, Marissa Marcus
glish in the fall of 2008.
Christina Marcus was named to the
dean’s list at Rowan University for
the fall 2007 semester. Christina is a
junior and a member of Phi Sigma
Sigma. She will graduate in the spring
of 2008, and is majoring in public
relations, advertising and journalism.

WF’s Chen Wins
State Spelling Bee
WESTFIELD – On March 9, Albert
Chen, a fourth grader at Tamaques
Elementary School, won first place at
the state spelling bee competition in
New Brunswick, organized by the
New Jersey State Federation of
Women’s Clubs-Junior Clubs.
He had won third place in Westfield
and second place in the Liberty District, which includes Westfield, Summit, Cedar Grove and Cranford.

For students to be named to the
Honors division, they must earn a
GPA of at least 85 with no grades
below 80.

Mountainside Hosts
Kindergarten Lunch
MOUNTAINSIDE
–
Mountainside children, entering kindergarten, and their families, are invited to a luncheon celebrating the
youngsters’ introduction to school,
on Wednesday, May 21.
The luncheon will take place between 11:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. in the
Mountainside Borough Hall community room, located on the second
floor.
The event will feature pizza, music and games. The cost is $30 per
family. Attendees can bring a favorite appetizer or dessert.
Those who wish to attend should
contact Alicia Batista at (908) 2322067, by March 28.

Club Prepares Lunches
For Homeless, Hungry
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s
Club of Westfield prepares more than
200 lunches once a month during the
school year, and twice monthly
throughout the summer months, for
the Bridges organization.
Each lunch consists of a ham and
cheese sandwich, juice box, snack,
fruit and dessert. Bridges is a group
dedicated to feeding homeless, hungry children and adults at locations
under bridges and at shelters in
Irvington, Newark and New York
City.
Members of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield have been actively involved in lunch preparation for this
worthy cause for the last eight consecutive years.
For more information concerning
the Woman’s Club of Westfield, call
(908) 233-2339

EFG Holds Fourth
Appreciation Dinner
GARWOOD – The Education
Foundation of Garwood (EFG) will
hold its fourth Appreciation Dinner
from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. on April 24,
at Westwood on North Avenue in
Garwood.
Tickets are $40 per person. To purchase tickets, send a check or money
order payable to EFG to: P.O. Box
317, Garwood, N.J. 07027.
The EFG is a non-profit organization formed to raise funds for programs and educational needs that directly benefit local education that are
not funded by the district’s annual
school budget.
This year, in addition to the
“Teacher of the Year Award,” EFG
will recognize David Durante as a
recipient of the “People Making a
Difference Award.” Mr. Durante is a
member of the 2008 U.S. Men’s Senior National Gymnastics Team.

TROPICAL FUSION…Fourth-grade students in Palma Vella’s class at Washington Elementary School celebrate spring slightly early this year. After reading
the novel “Islands of the Blue Dolphins,” earlier this month, Ms. Vella, along with
student teacher Katherine Brooks, enjoyed a culminating tropical celebration,
along with island treats.

Scholarship Foundation Sets
Dollars For Students Drive
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foundation will conduct its 41st annual
community canvass, “Dollars For Students,” on Saturday, April 5, and Sunday, April 6.
The foundation is seeking contributions to provide financial assistance to qualified Scotch Plains and
Fanwood student residents for their
post-high school education. Approximately 100 local high school students will make door-to-door solicitations and man stationary locations
throughout Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.
In addition to its own fundraising
efforts, the foundation also administers scholarships, sponsored by 21
local individuals and organizations,
and the capital of 24 established scholarship funds.
Since it was founded in 1966, the
Foundation has administered
$1,639,730 in scholarships for the
benefit of 1,909 students.
Last year, $136,900 of financial
aid was administered by the foundation to 96 of the students who applied. This year, the screening committee is in the process of evaluating
140 applications from local high
school and college students.
With hopes that community donations to enhance the foundation’s
“Dollars for Students” awards will

Kalis Earns Dean’s List
Standing at Moravian
WESTFIELD – Christopher Kalis,
son of Trish and C.P. Kalis of
Westfield, and a graduate of Westfield
High School, earned dean’s list standing for the 2007-2008 fall semester at
Moravian College.
Students who carry three or more
course units during a fall or spring
term and attain a quality point average of 3.50 or higher for the term are
placed on the list.

total $25,500, more than $146,000 is
planned to be given for the 20082009 academic year.
The house-to-house canvass and a
direct-mail effort are the foundation’s
only fundraising efforts for its “Dollars For Students” Scholarships.
Residents who are not contacted in
person by a student or who do not find
an envelope by their door may send
donations to the Scotch PlainsFanwood Scholarship Foundation,
P.O. Box 123, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

Happy Birthday Charlie
From the guys

Charlie Komar

Sixty-one years ago, Charlie was
born in Wilkes Barre, Pa. Shortly
afterwards, he moved to Elizabeth,
attended an all-boys school and
worked weekends as a roofer's helper.
He became an all-state football player
and met his wife, Margo. The family
moved to Westfield, and Charlie has
had his own roofing business since.
Now, Charlie has two children
(Keith and Carla) and three grandchildren.

"There still isn't a leak
Charlie can't stop."

HELPING THE HUNGRY…Holding bags filled with Bridges lunches at the First
Congregational Church of Westfield, from left to right, are: Woman’s Club of
Westfield (WCW) President Dolores Geisow; WCW Vice President Anne Galante;
WCW friend Kitty Branton; WCW friend Ingrid McKinley; and WCW member
Gloria Abitante.
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Robert L. ‘Bob’ Van Voorhies, 92, P.E.;
Involved In Many Community Activities
Robert L. “Bob” Van Voorhies, 92,
died on Wednesday, January 23, at
Linden Court in North Platte, Neb.
He had been a longtime resident of
Mountainside. In 1999, he and his
wife, Evelyn, moved to WEL-Life in
Ogallala, Neb., close to his daughter,
Lynn E. McGaha.
Born on February 21, 1915 in
Sharon, Pa. to Robert B. and Elsie
Voorhies, Bob grew up in Clairton,
Pa. and graduated from high school
there. He attended the University of
Pittsburgh, graduating with honors in
1936 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical Engineering.
This led to a 39-year career as a
chemical engineer in the Research
and Engineering division of Standard
Oil of New Jersey in Linden, a predecessor of Esso, then Exxon, and now
ExxonMobil.
Bob was a licensed Professional
Engineer in the State of New Jersey
and a co-inventor on three patents.
His expertise was in developing pilot
plants, engine testing of lubricants
and dynamometer testing. He was
active in the Esso Research Club until
his retirement in 1975, and was a 55year life member of the Society of
Automotive Engineers (SAE).
He was a disabled veteran of World
War II, having served in active duty
in the United States Army from May
1941 through January 1946. Bob initially served in Newfoundland, and
then with the 562nd Antiaircraft Artillery Automatic Weapons Battalion, until being injured by a mine/
booby trap on March 10, 1945 near
Julich, Germany while protecting
bridges over the Roer River. He had
reached the rank of captain and was
awarded the Purple Heart and service medals.
In May 1941 Bob married Dolores
Schiffl, and they lived in Newfoundland until his deployment overseas.
After the war, they lived in Elizabeth
and Roselle before moving in 1950
into a home they built in
Mountainside, in which they raised
their five children.
Dolores passed on in 1990, and in
1991 Bob married Evelyn Tuttle of
Mountainside, where they continued to live until moving to Nebraska
in 1999.
Bob was an active participant in
community affairs. He was a longtime member of the Community Presbyterian Church of Mountainside,
having served as an elder, trustee and
choir member. He helped restore the
church’s pipe organ and was a driving
force with involvement in most church
projects.
Additionally, he was a cubmaster
in Cub Scouts and scoutmaster in
Boy Scouts. He volunteered with
Habitat for Humanity, with a suicide

Carole S. Kabakow, 72
Carole Sue Kabakow (nee
Muntler), 72, of Springfield passed
away on Wednesday, March 19, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Newark, Carole moved to
Westfield in 1965.
A long-time member of Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield, she was proud
to have been a graduate with honors
in art history from Kean University,
which she completed later in life.
Her husband, David Kabakow, predeceased her in 1989.
Surviving are her devoted life partner, Jack Lewis; a sister, Iris Myers of
Boynton Beach, Fla.; her children,
Robin and Mark Kabakow of
Westfield, Lisa and Mark Meyer of
Ryebrook, N.Y. and Shara Kabakow
and Andrew Cohen of Brooklyn, N.Y.,
and her grandchildren, David
Kabakow, Lucy and Molly Meyer.
Services were held on Thursday,
March 20, at Temple Emanu-El.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in her memory to the
Amschwand Sarcoma Cancer Foundation, 2260 West Holchombe, Suite
174, Houston, Tex. 77030,
www.sarcomacancer.org.
Arrangements were by Menorah
Chapels at Millburn in Union.

prevention hotline and in assisting
troubled youth in the court system.
Bob was a member of Sanger Chor
of Newark, the Westfield Glee Club,
the Choral Art Society of Westfield
and the Westfield Tennis Club. He
played the French horn in college and
in community bands. Bob also enjoyed sailing, tennis, badminton and
motorcycle riding. He was a skilled
craftsman with hobbies of boat building, woodworking, metalworking and
welding, and was a fix-it man for
many appreciative friends.
Surviving are a daughter, Lynn E.
McGaha and her husband, Lynn H.,
of Brule, Neb.; four sons, Robert R.
Van Voorhies and his wife, Carlene,
of Bloomfield Hills, Mich., Craig
Van Voorhies of Ann Arbor, Mich.,
Kurt VanVoorhies and his wife,
Yoshiko, of DeTour Village, Mich.
and Wayne Van Voorhies and his
wife, Laurie, of Las Cruces, N.M.;
three stepdaughters, Lois Little and
her husband, Frank, of Sullivan,
Mo., Wendy Pokorny of Park Ridge,
N.J. and Linda Thornburg and her
husband, Steven, of Yreka, Calif.; a
sister, Margaret Kieffer of
Blanchester, Ohio; five grandchildren, Michelle Van Voorhies of Birmingham, Mich., John Van Voorhies
of Portland, Ore., Erin Van Voorhies
and Julia Van Voorhies of Ann Arbor, Mich. and Skyler Van Voorhies
of Las Cruces, N.M.; eight stepgrandchildren; two great-grandchildren; eight step-great-grandchildren; a brother-in-law, Louis Schiffl,
and his wife, Wanda, of Westfield;
two sisters-in-law, Elizabeth
Lembrich of Neshanic Station and
Laura Voorhies of Woburn, Mass.,
and nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by two
wives, Dolores Van Voorhies in 1990
and Evelyn Van Voorhies in 1999; a
brother, William Voorhies, and brothers-in-law Edward Lembrich and
Michael Kieffer.
A memorial service will be held at
the Community Presbyterian Church
in Mountainside on Saturday, March
29, at 11 a.m.
March 27, 2008

Connie M. Keough, 89
Connie M. Keough (Lotano), 89,
of Edison died on Friday, March 21,
at her home.
Born in West Orange, she was
raised and had lived in Westfield
prior to moving to Edison several
years ago.
Mrs. Keough and her late husband, Edward J. Keough, had owned
and operated the Ashbrook Swim
Club in Edison.
Her husband predeceased her in
1990.
Surviving are a daughter, Patricia
Dick; a sister, Annette Bracuto; two
granddaughters and two great-grandsons.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered yesterday, Wednesday,
March 26, at the Immaculate Heart
of Mary Roman Catholic Church of
Scotch Plains. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
March 27, 2008

Giovanni Fei, 83
Giovanni Fei, 83, of Westfield died
on Sunday, March 23.
Born in Milan, Italy on December
31, 1924, he is survived by his second
wife, Sylvia Fei; two sons, Peter Fei
and Marco Fei, and five grandchildren.
A Requiem Mass will be held on
Saturday, March 29, at St. Mary’s
Roman Catholic Church in
Hampstead, England. He will be laid
to rest in Golders Green Crematorium in London, England.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad, 335 Watterson Street,
P.O. Box 356, Westfield, N.J. 07091.

March 27, 2008
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Eva Christian, 96, Award Recipient;
Wife of Former Westfield Minister
Eva M. Christian, age 96, died on
Thursday, March 13, 2008, at Belle
Reve Health Care in Milford, Pa.,
where she had resided since 2006.
She formerly lived in Allentown,
Doylestown and Swarthmore in Pennsylvania.
She was the daughter of Henry and
Bertha Stick, Congregational missionaries, and was born in Windham,
Ohio but grew up in Durban, South
Africa. Eva attended Oberlin College
and was a graduate of Westminster
College, of which she served as a
member of the board of trustees.
She and her husband, Dr. Fred E.
Christian, senior pastor of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield from
1955 to 1974, organized the Christian International Gift Shop. For many
years, with the help of hundreds of
volunteers, they sold beautiful crafts
made by refugees and needy people
from many countries. They sold the
gifts in over 20 different states, raising money to help people to help
themselves. He pre-deceased her in
March 2003.
Feature articles about her work have
appeared in the Philadelphia Inquirer,

the Baltimore Sun and Woman’s Day
magazine, which published an article,
“What One Woman Can Do.” In 1988,
Eva was given the “Women of
Achievement” Award of the Delaware County Girl Scouts. For 1992,
she was honored with the Community Service Award of the Rotary Club
of Swarthmore, Pa. Eva was a member of PEO for 50 years.
She is survived by three children,
Charles E. “Ted” Christian of Hemlock Farms, Pa., Maureen Ehle of
Dallas, Ore. and J. David Christian of
Bellevue, Wash.; three grandchildren,
Charles E. “Chip,” Jr. of Bernards
Township, Jon of Rockford, Ill. and
Kristel Bush of Portland, Ore., and
three great-grandchildren, Bradley,
Alex and Brian. She was predeceased
by a fourth grandchild, Fred Bush.
A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, April 19, 2008,
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, 140 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.
Memorial contributions may be
made to Friends of McCord Hospital,
U.S.A., 20 Marshall Street, Suite 300,
Norwalk, Conn. 06854, attention:
Michele Fagan.

Mary C. Messina, 90

March 27, 2008

Mary C. “Mae” Messina, 90, of
Westfield died on Monday, March
24, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Jersey City on August 21,
1917, she lived in Westfield for the
last 44 years.
Earlier in life, Mrs. Messina had
worked for Western Electric in
Kearny, before becoming a homemaker to raise her family.
Her husband, Angelo Messina, predeceased her in 2004.
Surviving are two daughters,
Maureen Cheetham and Joanne
Evans; a son, Jay Messina; three
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.
Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and 7
to 9 p.m. today, Thursday, March 27,
at the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East
Broad Street in Westfield. A Funeral
Liturgy will take place at 10 a.m.
tomorrow, Friday, March 28, at the
Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in Mountainside. Burial
will follow at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Rudolph Lewis, 70, of Westfield
died on Saturday, March 22, at his
home.
Born and raised in Johnstown, Pa.,
he was the son of the late Josiah and
Bertha Mae Lewis. He lived in
Westfield since 1972.
Mr. Lewis had been employed with
General Motors in Linden for over 30
years prior to retiring and was a member of UAW Local 595.
He served in the United States Air
Force.
Surviving are his wife of 45 years,
Nina Brown Lewis; a son, Rudolph
Lewis, Jr.; two daughters, Nadine
Lewis and Sherrhonda Irving; three
sisters, Dorothy Mae DuPree, Doris
Harley and Bertha James; two brothers, Joe A. Lewis and Edward Lewis,
and four grandchildren.
A memorial service was held on
Tuesday, March 25, at the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

March 27, 2008
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Rudolph Lewis, 70

Teresa Morgan, 87, Devoted to Family;
Had Worked In Embroidery Industry
Teresa Morgan, 87, of Westfield
died peacefully on Monday, March
24, at Overlook Hospital in Summit
with her son and daughter by her side.
She succumbed to congestive heart
failure following surgery.
Teresa was born in Union City on
August 5, 1920 to Francesco and
Antonia Tritto, immigrants from Italy.
She worked in the embroidery industry of West New York before and
during World War II. In 1948 she
married George Morgan, a veteran of
the war, with whom she enjoyed 45
years of happy marriage until his death
in 1993.
A devoted mother and homemaker,
Teresa had a special love of cooking
and feeding her family. She lived in
the Westfield Senior Citizens Housing for the past 18 years and enjoyed
the many benefits of the caring community of seniors who live there and
of the excellent services provided by
the administration.
Teresa was a member of the Holy
Trinity parish in Westfield and a
woman of strong faith, which sustained her during declining health
and numerous hospitalizations in
these last years.
She was predeceased by her brother,
Joseph.
Surviving are her sister, Mary Wurst
of Hilton Head, S.C.; her son, daughter-in-law and granddaughter, Donald,
Joan and Suzanne Morgan of
Westfield, and her daughter, son-inlaw and granddaughter, Peggy, Al
and Emily Shabino of Seattle, Wash.
Visitation will be from 7 to 9 p.m.
today, Thursday, March 27, at the
Dooley Colonial Home, 556 Westfield

Avenue in Westfield, (908) 233-0255.
A Funeral Mass will be said at 10 a.m.
tomorrow, Friday, March 28, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church,
315 First Street in Westfield.
Remembrances can be sent to the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad,
335 Watterson Street, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield, N.J. 07091.
March 27, 2008

Dunn to Lead Seminar
On Internet Crimes
MOUNTAINSIDE – Former detective Keith Dunn will help host a
seminar on Monday, March 31, entitled “Online Child Predators: See
the Internet Through the Eyes of a
Child” beginning at 7 p.m. in the APR
Room of Deerfield Middle School,
located at 302 Central Avenue in
Mountainside.
This program for parents, presented
by the Mountainside Municipal Drug
Alliance through the Mountainside
PTA Parent Education Committee,
will expose online predators in a live
demonstration. Attendees will learn
how online predators work and witness “live” how children get lured
and exploited. Mr. Dunn is a member
of the National Internet Crimes
Against Children Task Force.
Attendees can find out how they,
along with teachers, can stop these
predators. It also will focus on ways
to detect warning signs that a child is
at risk and provide Internet-safety
tips, resources and software to fight
back. For more information, call
Marianne Jennings at (908) 654-6414.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.

CULTURAL EXCHANGE...During a visit to The Wardlaw-Hartridge School,
students from Madrid came to classes, teaching American students about Spanish
culture and tradition, as well as responded to questions about Spanish food and
holidays. In return, Wardlaw students will travel to Spain in late March.

Spanish Students Exchange
Traditions with W-H Pupils
AREA – Eighteen students and two
chaperones from The Altair School in
Madrid, Spain, arrived at The WardlawHartridge School in Edison on March 5
and visited classrooms in the lower,
middle and upper schools. They returned to Madrid on March 18. Later
this month, Wardlaw-Hartridge students
will travel to Madrid.
Spanish teachers Yolanda Reyes,
Christine Gasper, Katy Cedano and
Joel Castillo arranged the visit. Scotch
Plains residents Alison Monte, Ellis
Lieberman and Guilherme Brewer, as
well as Chrystopher George of Westfield
hosted the Spaniards.
During their visit, students in Mrs.
Reyes’ upper school Spanish courses
learned about Spain’s culture and traditions from Mr. Blanco during a
PowerPoint presentation, while lower
schoolers had the opportunity to pose
questions to Spanish students about
topics such as the weather, food and
holidays in their country.
Middle school students worked with
the visitors on a special project about
Spanish tourism and were given tips on
sightseeing landmarks. Also, WardlawHartridge students honed their Spanish-speaking skills.
The chaperones said, “Ten years ago,
when the exchange program between
Wardlaw-Hartridge in Edison and Altair in Madrid began, it opened a possibility of mutual knowledge between

SP Student Selected for
Natl. Scholar Society
SCOTCH PLAINS – The National
Society of High School Scholars
(NSHSS) announced that Scotch PlainsFanwood High School student Caitlin
Campbell, from Scotch Plains, has been
selected for membership.
The society recognizes top scholars
and invites only those students who
have achieved superior academic excellence.
NSHSS Founder and Chairman Claes
Nobel said, “Caitlin Campbell is now a
member of a unique community of
scholars – a community that represents
our very best hope for the future.”
Caitlin is the daughter of Jeff and
Jerilyn Campbell.

the schools, which continues to grow.
“In the exchanges that have taken
place, more than 200 students from
both schools have participated, acting
as ambassadors from the respective
countries, acquiring a better mutual
knowledge of their cultures, and probing the basic similarities among all
human beings,” the chaperones added.
“In addition, the program advances the
improvement of the students’ competence in both the English and Spanish
languages.”
The success of the program, they
said, is that it acts as an incentive “to
keep working, as we have been doing,
on the planning and development of
future exchanges to continue enriching
our knowledge and the friendships
among our students, families and
schools.”

CF’s Brookside Holds
Tricky Tray Fundraiser
CRANFORD – Brookside Place
School in Cranford is holding its annual Tricky Tray Fundraiser at 6:30
p.m. on Friday, April 18.
Attendees can win prizes, including
a Wii, iPod, trips, sporting event tickets
and a 42" plasma TV.
This year’s event has been moved to
a bigger venue, the Veterans Center at
33 South 21st Street in Kenilworth, to
accommodate the increasingly larger
crowds. Last year’s fundraiser sold out.
Tickets can be purchased, and tables
reserved, by contacting Robin Cutro
at rcutro@hotmail.com or (908) 2721537. The order form can be printed
out at the school website,
cranfordschools.org/bps/index.html,
under the Tricky Tray Flyer link.

Operation Smile Holds
First Bowl-a-thon
WESTFIELD – The Operation Smile
Club at Westfield High School hosted
its first Bowl-a-thon on March 2 at
Linden Lanes. The students collected
pledges from friends and family.

Area Students Make
Mo-Beard Honor Rolls
AREA – Morristown-Beard School,
an independent, co-educational school
for grades 6 to 12, has two honor rolls
for academic achievement.
Westfield student Ava Scheininger, a
12th grader, made the headmaster’s list
for the fall 2007 semester. To make this
list, a student must have a minimum
GPA of 3.90, with no grade below B-.
Westfield students Andrew Bakst,
grade 12; Evan Bakst, grade 10; Austin
Baum, grade 9; Meghan Evans, grade
12; and Kevin Hearon, grade 10; as
well as Scotch Plains student Natalie
Terens, grade 12, made the school’s
honor roll for the fall semester.
To make the honor roll, a student
must have a minimum GPA of 3.0, with
no grade below B- or a 3.2 GPA, and
with no more than one grade in the C
range.

Operation Smile is a non-profit humanitarian organization that performs
life-changing surgeries on children born
with cleft lips and cleft palates around
the world.
Many of the students attended the
leadership training conference in
Limmerick, Ireland, last summer and
plan to attend the conference at San
Diego State University this summer.
The club’s mission is to raise awareness and funds for these life-changing
surgeries, which take 45 minutes to
perform and cost $240. The club raised
enough money for 25 smiles.
For more information or to find out
how to contribute, contact Sharon
Maher at samaher@comcast.net or
operationsmile.org.

Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

“We should not concentrate on dates.
Rather we should focus on the dash.
It’s how we lived our life that truly leaves
a mark!” - Author Unknown
At Gray Funeral Homes, our goal is to
recognize and celebrate a life lived!
Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ License Number 2325

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ License Number 3707

Charles J. Tombs
NJ License Number 4006
Director

(908) 233 -0143

(908) 276 - 0092
www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

GET SMART…The Education Fund of Westfield and the Jefferson School PTO
funded a wall-mounted Smart Board for use in the Jefferson School Library.
Daria Bonavita, school library media specialist, applied for the grant believing
that the interactive technology would benefit students as they developed their
research skills. Above, Mrs. Bonavita shows some students from Tania Bizink’s
class how to use the Smart Board. The Smart Board throws the computer’s image
onto the interactive whiteboard, thus enabling the students to actively participate
in the digital learning experience.
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Oratorio Society of NJ
Goes to the Opera
AREA – The Oratorio Society of
New Jersey, under the direction of
Sandor Szabo, will present its spring
concert, Opera Choruses, at 8 p.m.
on Saturday, April 12, at the Union
Congregational Church, located at
176 Cooper Avenue in Montclair.
The event will feature various operatic choruses, performed by professional soloists and an orchestra.
Verdi, Handel, Mussorgsky Bizet and
others, in many languages and
moods, are included. Tickets are $15.
For further information, call (973)
783-3837
or
log
on
to
oratoriosocietynj.org.

In the past, he has served as conductor of The Little Opera Company of New Jersey, Garden State
Sinfonia, Lakeland Youth Symphony Senior Orchestra and
Skylands Youth Symphony.
In New Jersey, he has conducted
performances featuring The New
Jersey Symphony, Society of Musical Arts Orchestra, The Plainfield
Symphony, Harmonium Choral Society, the Oratorio Singers and the
Masterwork Chorus.
Mr. Butts has been a regular guest
conductor with orchestras and opera companies in Russia, Romania
and the Czech Republic.
The class will consist of lectures
combined with video. Students will
learn about the following operas:
Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro,
Beethoven’s Fidelio, Verdi’s
Rigoletto, Wagner’s Das Rheingold,
and Sondheim’s Sweeney Todd.
To register for course 120, which
costs $84, plus a onetime $5 registration fee, contact the Westfield
Adult School at (908) 232-4050.
Checks should be made payable
to the Westfield Adult School and
mailed to the Westfield Adult
School, P.O. Box 606, Westfield,
N.J. 07091. For more information
about Conductor Butts, visit
robertbutts.com.

Comm. Band Celebrates
20th Century Composers
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Band, under the direction of Thomas Connors, announced
that its third annual spring concert
would be held on Sunday, April 6, at
3 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El, located
at 756 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Admission is free.
The afternoon’s music will focus
on compositions by a group of composers whose music has had a dramatic influence on music literature
for wind ensemble.
The band will take the audience
down a road through the classic
melodies of one Broadway’s great-

WF’s Tara Amelia
Participates in Art Show
WESTFIELD – Tara Amelia, a
senior graphic design major with a
minor in secondary education at
Arcadia University, and a native of
Westfield, was selected to participate in the university’s 2008 Biennial Art Show.
Tara, a 2004 graduate of Westfield
Senior High School, was picked from
among 52 students to show her photograph, titled “Haunted Texture,”
in the university’s biennial show,
which ran until late February.

est composers, with “Salute to Richard Rodgers,” arranged by Ted
Ricketts. This medley includes
Rodgers’ hits, such as music from
Oklahoma, The Sound of Music and
Carousel.
Mr. Connors noted, “This
afternoon’s music will feature a selection of music composed by some
of the more influential 20th Century composers of music for wind
ensembles, such as Clare
Grundman, who frequently based
his compositions around folk melodies.”
A highlight for the afternoon includes “Incantation and Dance” by
John Barnes Chance, a timpanist
with the Austin Symphony and arranger for the U.S. Army Bands.
A paradox of rhythm and syncopation, this work drives musicians
and audience members through a
course of quiet mystery and expectation through to a frenzied climax
of musical exaltation.
Future performances for the
Westfield Community Band include
June 19 and 26 and July 3, 10 and 17,
in Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.
For more information, see
westfieldcommunityband.com or call
(908) 789-4080.

Library Hosts Program
On Blended Families

~ Photographs by Tara Amelia

SPRINGFIELD – On Thursday,
April 10, at 7 p.m. Neil Bergman
and Robin Shimel will visit the
Springfield Free Public Library to
provide strategies for stepfamilies
and single parents dealing with the
multiple roles and changes that occur in blended families.
Even though people of blended
or single-parent families is not a
new phenomenon, the complexities
of learning how to negotiate the
transitions of divorce, single-parenthood and remarriage remains a
difficult process to accomplish and
manage.
In their work with individuals and
families, the speakers have come to
appreciate the need for guidelines
and support in making the changes
necessary. Meeting the needs of all
the family members is necessary
for growth.
Ms. Shimel and Mr. Bergman
have been providing professional
counseling and consultation services in the community for more
than 25 years, with offices in Springfield, Montclair and Paramus.
For further information, call (973)
376-4930. The Springfield Free
Public Library is located at 66
Mountain Avenue.

Summer Workshop Offers
Diverse Arts Experience
WESTFIELD – With the help of its Program. The WSW includes the Sumprofessional faculty, the Westfield Sum- mer Stage Theater, for students in grades
mer Workshop (WSW) provides 28 6 to 10, which will present the funkseparate art selections from which par- rock musical, The Wiz.
ticipants can choose.
The WSW will be held at Edison
They include accessorize it, air brush, Intermediate School, located at 800
Rahway Avenue,
architecture, art
sampler, basketry,
from 8:30 a.m. uncartoon country,
til 12:30 p.m. from
June 30 until July
cartooning, carving,
exploring
31.
sculpture, graphic
It includes an optional, early morndesign and jewelry
making.
ing drop-off and a
Students
in
full day of progrades 2 to 8 can
gramming in conselect their classes
junction with the
according to the apWestfield YMCA.
propriate grade lev- SKILLS SET…Teachers at the A registered nurse
Summer Workshop are
els. They may take Westfield
highly educated and skilled profession- is on staff during
one to five consecu- als who guide the students in many the regular workshop hours.
tive classes daily artistic endeavors.
For more inforand can combine
their artistic interests with classes in mation, call (908) 518-1551 or visit the
dance, drama, music, kaleidoscope and studios at 150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield. Additional information can
communications.
There is also a pre-kindergarten, kin- be found on the web at
dergarten and Little Artist First Grade njworkshopforthearts.com.
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Hawes Tries to Instill
Kindness in Young Readers

Westfield Library to Host
Monday Night at the Opera
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library and Westfield
Adult School have teamed up to
present “Monday Night at the Opera,” a class that will be held at the
library, 550 East Broad Street, for
five Monday nights, beginning Monday, March 31, and continuing to
May 5 (no class April 14), from 7 to
8:30 p.m.
Conductor Robert Butts, who is
currently the Music Director/Conductor of The Baroque Orchestra of
New Jersey and New Jersey Concert Opera, will teach the class.
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By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

INTERGENERATIONAL GAP…Above, the New Jersey Intergenerational
Orchestra’s (NJIO) winter concert series takes place in January at Summit High
School. About 600 music lovers came to hear works ranging from Tchaikovsky’s
“Waltz of the Flowers,” Sibelius’ “Finlandia” and Haydn’s London Symphony.

NJIO to Feature Free
Spring Concert in May
CRANFORD – Following its winter concert series, the New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra (NJIO)
is now working toward a repeat performance at its spring concert, which
will be held on Saturday, May 3, at
7:30 p.m. at Cranford High School,
located at 201 West End Place.
The free spring concert also marks
the debut of new conductor Joe
Gluck, who was a long-time member of the New Jersey Symphony
Orchestra.
“Through the years, NJIO has
brought a range of classical music to
New Jersey communities,” President
Len Avdey said.
“And it continues to be a showcase
for musicians who want to be part of
a unique musical experience that
draws from the best of its members,
whether they are six or 96 years of
age. This year’s performances once
again carry on those traditions,” he
added.

The NJIO’s winter concert series,
presented January 13, at Summit
High School, and January 19, at
Cranford High School, attracted an
audience of about 600 music lovers
to hear a host of works that ranged
from Tchaikovsky’s “Waltz of the
Flowers,” Sibelius’ “Finlandia” and
Haydn’s London Symphony.
NJIO has an orchestra for each
level of playing: Nouveau Orchestra
is designed for string players who
read music and have less than two
years experience, while the Symphony Orchestra boasts more advanced musicians.
Next season will mark NJIO’s 15th
anniversary, titled “Celebrating 15
Years of Ageless Music,” which will
feature various events throughout the
2008-09 season.
Volunteers interested in joining the
gala preparations should contact Susan Peterson at membership@njio.org
or at (908) 522-0100.

NJPAC, Youth Theatre
Announce Auditions
AREA – This coming summer,
The New Jersey Performing Arts
Center’s (NJPAC) Summer Musical
Program and the New Jersey Youth
Theatre Company (NJYT) will join
forces on two musical productions –
Midnight Madness, a new original
work based on “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream,” with book and lyrics by NJYT Artistic Director
Cynthia Meryl and a musical score
by NJYT Associate Musical Director Jack Bender, and the patriotic
Tony Award-winning 1776.
Auditions for both shows will be
held on Saturday, April 12, from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Final callbacks for
Midnight Madness will take place
on Sunday, April 13, and on Saturday, April 19, for 1776.
1776 opens in NJPAC’s Victoria
Theater on Friday, July 18, and runs
through Sunday, July 27. Midnight
Madness runs in NJPAC’s Victoria
Theater from August 1 through 3.
To purchase tickets for 1776 or
Midnight Madness at NJPAC, call the
box office at (888) GO-NJPAC [(888)
466-5722].
The NJPAC/ NJYT production of
1776 will feature a multi-cultural cast
of 26 talented New Jersey and New
York Metro area young actors between the ages of 14 and 24.
There is no chorus in 1776. Each
actor will portray a historic figure
CONTINUED

Shawn McCabe

as an intern at the Hirshhorn Museum in Washington, D.C.
He also holds a Masters degree in
art education from Kean University.
At Kean, he assisted with the installation of exhibits under Neil
Tetkowski, director of the
university’s galleries.
Mr. McCabe is the co-author of
an article titled “Rebuilding after
Katrina,” published in the March
2007 issue of Ceramics Monthly
Magazine.
In addition to painting, Mr.
McCabe is skilled in drawing, penand-ink, stained-glass design and
construction, as well as ceramics
and all aspects of art photography,
both darkroom and digital.
Gallery 125 is located at 125
South Warren Street, at the corner
of West Lafayette Street, across from
the Trenton Marriott. The gallery is
open Tuesday through Friday from
noon to 6 p.m. and on Saturday
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more
information, call (609) 989-9119.
CONTINUED

VACNJ

Mr. McCabe remarked.
“I call it ‘eye candy.’ Like delicious cake frosting, I want the viewer
to ‘eat’ the painting; indulge in it
because he or she can’t get enough
of it. However, while I hope the
viewer finds the painting delicious,
all run the risk of getting sick from
eating too much,” Mr. McCabe said
about his painting.
VACNJ is currently readying the
Palmer gallery for its next exhibit,
“Midnight Full of Stars,” which studies constellations and the impact they
have on our world, and will run April
11 through June 6.
For gallery hours and more information, call VACNJ at (908) 2739121.

relevant to the signing of the Declaration of Independence.
Midnight Madness will feature a
multi-cultural cast of approximately
24 talented New Jersey and New
York Metro area young actors between the ages of 16 and 24. The
featured role of Puck will require a
male child tenor between the ages
of 11 to 13. Trained female ballet
dancers are also sought. Full orchestras, comprised of young student musicians and some seasoned
professionals, will accompany both
productions.
Sets, props and wardrobe operations, onstage and backstage, will
be in the hands of professionals,
assisted by young technical interns
in each area.
Ms. Meryl said of this year’s productions, ‘“In the exciting election
climate of today, I am looking forward to giving our young actors the
opportunity to work on 1776, an
extremely challenging piece that
dramatically and musically reflects
all that our founding fathers created
and intended for us today.
“It’s amazing to see how the players may change, but the issues remain the same. Combined with Midnight Madness, a brand new, hysterically funny musical based on ‘A
Midsummer Night’s Dream,’ the
NJPAC/NJYT summer 2008 musical season is one that should not be
missed.”’
New Jersey Youth Theatre, formerly known as the Westfield Young
Artists Cooperative Theatre, enables
young artists to receive the highest
caliber, professional level theatrical experience and education possible.
NJPAC, located in downtown
Newark, is a wheelchair-accessible
facility and provides assistive services, such as TTY ticket purchase,
designated seating, Sennheiser infrared listening devices and seat
cushions.

Kean Hosts Thinking
Creatively Conference
UNION – The Thinking Creatively
Conference will take place on Kean
University’s campus, located at 1000
Morris Avenue in Union, on Friday
and Saturday, April 4 and 5.
Thinking Creatively brings together
the best art directors, designers and
innovative thinkers for intellectual discussions and networking.
The conference reinforces what creative people do best – imagining possibilities and creating them.
The presentations and breakout sessions include nationally and internationally recognized professionals in
the field of design, including advertising, promotion, marketing, corporate
communications, pharmaceutical,
publishing, interior design, typography and areas of experimental creative
thinking.
The presentations, informative discussions, workshops and networking
opportunities begin on Friday, April 4,
at 9 a.m., with a reception and registration in the University Center atrium.
Friday’s events will end with a networking reception in Kean Hall from
4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
For more information and to download a brochure with registration and
fee
information,
visit
thinkingcreatively.org.

WESTFIELD – A former Westfield
resident, Adrienne Hill Hawes, is
writing a series of books to help children learn basic manners and core
values. The first is “Moving Danielle,”
a picture storybook that addresses
compassion and kindness among children.
Mrs. Hawes, who was raised in
Westfield and graduated from
Westfield High School, reflects on
her childhood school years for the
backdrop of the story of a fourthgrade
student
named Danielle
and how she transitions
from
Jefferson Elementary School to fictitious Maple Glen
School.
Mrs. Hawes said
she used Jefferson
School in “Moving Danielle” as a
“tribute” to the
Westfield institution.
“I loved that
school when I attended, and I hated
to leave when it
was time to move
on to Edison Junior High,” she said.
Maple Glen School is modeled after Oak Knoll School, which her
daughter Brianna attended. The
school is located in Williamstown,
where Mrs. Hawes, her husband,
Phillip, and their children reside.
In “Moving Danielle,” Danielle
finds it hard to fit it and make friends
with her new classmates because her
presence threatens established friendships.
In the course of the book, Danielle
finds one true friend, and she also
learns to be compassionate towards
three other girls who aren’t as friendly
and welcoming as they could be.
According to the author, the book
is based in part on real-life happenings.
‘“I was inspired to write ‘Moving
Danielle’ after an incident occurred
last year involving my [11-year-old]
daughter, Brianna,”’ Mrs. Hawes said.
“[She] was very shy and had difficulty making friends, especially with
girls. Every time she made a friend, a

classmate of hers would tell the other
girls negative things about Brianna...It
turns out that the classmate was jealous of Brianna.”
Mrs. Hawes is hoping her young
readers will put themselves in
Danielle’s shoes.
“I’m not an expert, but sometimes,
all it takes is for one child to step up,
and the others will follow. [Then],
perhaps, children would think twice
before they bullied…or made another
child feel bad about themselves,” she
said
“Moving Danielle” is the first in a
collection of books
that Mrs. Hawes
plans to write to
encourage children to be kind to
one another.
She is in the process of writing her
second
book,
“ H e a r i n g
Danielle,”
in
which younger
brother Eddie joins
Danielle as a main
character.
Eddie is based
on Mrs. Hawes’s
seven-year-old
son, Phillip, nicknamed PJ.
In “Hearing
Danielle,” Danielle learns that she
has a hearing loss. As she copes with
her disability, she learns that she is no
different from anyone else.
“Ironically, we have some experience in this area, as well. Brianna was
diagnosed with a hearing loss in her
left ear two years ago,” Mrs. Hawes
said.
“I would have to say that the value
[to be learned] in this book [is] empathy,” she continued.
The author is a graduate of Hampton University and holds a Bachelor
of Arts degree in mass-media arts.
She currently works as a claims
adjuster for All State Insurance Company.
Brianna Hawes and Mrs. Hawes’
sister, Deborah Hill, illustrate “Moving Danielle.”
It is available for purchase at Mrs.
Hawes’s website, freewebs.com/
bripj1.
The book comes with a free T-shirt
that reads, “I’m Compassionate…Like
Danielle. Are You?”

POPCORN™

Dr. Seuss’ Horton Hears
A Who: And You Should, Too
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Laughing along with the other children of all ages in a theater showing
Dr. Seuss’ Horton Hears a Who, one
is marvelously reminded of an obvious truth. Theodore Seuss Geisel sure
could make an important philosophical concept not only understandable
to kids, but wildly entertaining in the
bargain.
He was a Homer to the Baby
Boomers, a precursor to psychedelia,
keeper of the moral flame and, with
Spock and Salk, among their three
most impactful doctors.
Thanks to quality adaptations like
this one by co-directors Jimmy Hayward and Steve Martino, his wonderfully imaginative stuff remains available for yet another generation of
filmgoers.
It is kiddy literature doing what it
should. That is, welcoming young
minds to this world, giving them a
roadmap to ethics and opening the
door to a universe of exciting possibilities. And often, as is the superbly
exampled case with this film, its lessons are tolerance, understanding and
the wisdom of being a good person.
It applies even if that person is a
Who or an elephant like Horton. You
see – there’s a little Orwell here, too,
specifically
some
of
the
sociopolitical metaphors translated
from “Animal Farm.” Yet the most
eloquent of this tale’s accomplishments is an introduction to something as simple as the theory of relativity and its role in human understanding.
Don’t sell Johnny short. He’s hip.
He’s already seen his share of hypocrisy, duplicity and prejudice. It’s a bit
confusing. So he needs a trustworthy,
engaging piece of art to put those
ambiguities either on the page or up
on the screen and say, “Hey, you’re
not alone. Don’t fret. We’re working
on it. Maybe someday you’ll help.”
All of which is the delightfully
heartfelt message here, brought to us
courtesy of the humanitarian epiphanies experienced by a good-natured
elephant who learns that you just gotta
believe. The education begins with
the picking of a clover and the hearing of a Who.
It’s either a sixth sense or simply
faith. But when the floppy pachyderm, voiced by Jim Carrey, perceives
a sound emanating from a speck on
the plant, he’s immediately certain
he’s discovered another world. Indeed a littler world, but certainly one
no more or less important than his
own. When he shares the discovery,
you can guess the result.
While some of Horton’s buddies
are excited by the prospect of parallel
pals residing on said fleck, the theory
brings a particularly angry response
from the tacitly acknowledged queen

of their jungle habitat.
Kangaroo, articulated by Carol
Burnett, has apparently read her
Machiavelli. She is opposed to any
ideas that may upset the status quo.
Hmm. So that’s why some people
get so mean. In any case, things get
rather humid in the jungle of Nool.
Meanwhile, matters heat up pretty
well in Who-ville, also.
There we meet Horton’s analogous visionary, the Mayor, verbalized by Steve Carell. The climate
changes and then actual voice communication convince him that there
is indeed a Horton.
Here, too, close-mindedness, that
bugaboo to peace, rears its ugly head.
Whereas the absolute power of monarchy deters harmony among creatures in Horton’s realm, in Whoville it’s the oligarchic Town Council that simply won’t hear of Horton
and his jungle in the sky, especially
from their propped up puppet of a
mayor. It’s one against the crowd.
Such is the perfect soil for cultivating storybook heroes, especially
if those brave hearts have heretofore
been seen as anything but valorous
or revolutionary. The result is a
primer in Government 101, a warning against despots and a tribute to
the common man. But Junior will
like it because it’s funny, and not for
the precepts he’ll absorb by osmosis.
When screenwriters Ken Daurio
and Cinco Paul serve as custodians of
the source material, there is great wit.
Unfortunately, when they try to be
humorous on several levels, the
scattershot of popular references
proves hit-and-miss. An allusion to
J.F.K., avec accent, is curious at best;
a Kissinger imitation just lies there.
Granted, it’s no small feat to expand a compact children’s tale into a
feature length film. However, the safest, most judicious way to extrapolate on Seuss’ genius is through the
great special effects now available to
directors.
Though his poetry might be framed
more creatively than is evidenced
here, any attempt to embellish upon it
is to miss the point.
Happily, this gilding of the lily is
minimal. The voices of Burnett,
Carrey and Carell successfully resonate the parable’s whimsicality. And
Charles Osgood’s “steady as she goes”
narration lends authority to the overall frolic. A delight to the senses, a
nod to our sensibility, Dr. Seuss’
Horton Hears a Who says stop, look,
listen and enjoy.
***
Dr. Seuss’ Horton Hears a Who,
rated G, is a 20th Century Fox release
directed by Jimmy Hayward and Steve
Martino and stars the voices of Jim
Carrey, Steve Carell and Carol
Burnett. Running time: 88 minutes.
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FW’s Lynch Encourages ‘Dancing’
Fans to Vote Often for Her Brother
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Comedy Fundraiser for F.O.P.
Speeds up Progress for a Cure
By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Devastating
illnesses are no laughing matter. And
raising money to fund research to
find cures for rare genetic conditions
takes serious talent. Enter Gary Whyte
of Mountainside. He is husband, father, friend and, for the past seven
years, chairman of the Weldon F.O.P.
Research Fund Comedy Show, a campaign to supercharge research at the
University of Pennsylvania.
Fibrodysplasia
Ossificans
Progressiva, or F.O.P., for short, is a

could save millions of bone sufferers,” she said in an e-mail interview.
The annual comedy show and
fundraiser was held at the Our Lady
of Lourdes church hall in
Mountainside, on March 15, and was
attended by more than 200 supporters. Although unable to be present at
the event, the Weldon family sent
along a letter of thanks that was read
aloud by a volunteer from Rutgers
University.
Karin Jensen, from Rutgers’ Sigma
Delta Tau Sorority, read Mrs.
Weldon’s note, which said in part,

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMIC RELIEF…Weldon F.O.P. Research Fund Comedy Show Chairman
Gary Whyte of Mountainside (second from left) stands alongside funnymen, from
left to right, Paul Venier, Matthew Broderick, Rich Ramirez and comedy promoter Bobby “Gonzo,” at Our Lady of Lourdes church hall.

disorder that causes muscles and other “We are so sorry we are not here
connective tissue to turn into bone, tonight, but thank you all from the
fusing joints, eventually causing im- bottom of our hearts for your continued support for Whitney and this devmobility.
Whitney Weldon – the daughter of astating condition. I wish I was there
to give each of you
Mr. Whyte’s good
a hug and to thank
friends, former
you for everything
Westfield resiyou have done for
dents Bill and
Whitney.
Hillary Weldon –
“Your help is
was diagnosed
what keeps Dr.
with F.O.P. in
[Frederick]
2001.
Kaplan and his
Since that time,
team at the UniMr. Whyte has
versity of Pennsylhosted his own
vania in busi“comic relief” and,
with the help of DANCE WITH ME...Arts Access ness… Your dollar
many friends of the dancer Shaleena Tomassini took flight is making a huge
Weldon family, has from her wheelchair, accompanied by difference (98
raised more than Marc St. Pierre of the Roxey Ballet cents of every dol$200,000 to date. Company, at the Weldon F.O.P. Re- lar raised by the
Mr. Whyte told search Fund Comedy Show on March Weldon F.O.P. Rein Mountainside. The ensemble, search Fund goes
The
Westfield 15,
which also included ballet dancer
Leader and The Evalina Wallis Cain and vocalist Olivia directly into the
Scotch Plains- Kenwell, touched the hearts of more F.O.P. Lab). So,
you ask what can a
Fanwood Times, than 200 supporters in attendance.
comedy show do
“New, and much
needed, equipment that the Univer- for Whitney? Remarkably, it has
sity of Pennsylvania’s F.O.P. Lab has helped directly in the discovery of
been able to purchase is due to our finding the F.O.P. gene.
“It’s not often we see our money
fundraising efforts, which have also
greatly contributed to the overall make a difference in our lifetime, but
progress in their discovery of the gene, it has happened, and hopefully, we
will witness the cure together very
which causes F.O.P.”
According to Whitney’s mother, soon.”
Holding back tears, Mr. Whyte echMrs. Weldon, there are only about
600 confirmed cases of F.O.P. in the oed the sentiments of gratitude on the
world, but the significance of this Weldons’ behalf. He said, “I know
gene discovery and a cure could help that if Hillary were here tonight, she’d
millions who suffer from many bone be at each and every one of your
ailments such as osteoporosis, heart tables to thank every one of you personally.”
valve replacements and bone spurs.
Touching speeches aside, before
“In the end, this orphan disease

the comics took the stage, there was
not a dry eye in the house. The evening
began with a surprise ensemble ballet
performance by disabled and ablebodied dancers alike from The Arts
Access
Program
(artsaccessprogram.org) and the
Roxey Ballet Company, accompanied
by vocalist Olivia Kenwell.
The night proceeded with the comedy portion of the show, with promoter Bobby “Gonzo” introducing
the first act, master of impersonations,
Mathew Broderick. Mr. Gonzo remarked, “The only impersonation he
doesn’t do is Matthew Broderick [the
celebrity].”
Next, comedian Richard Ramirez
(richramirez.com) took the floor. His
use of humor to create awareness for
a cause comes as natural as a punch
line for this comic, who underwent a
liver transplant in 1997.
Since that time, the funnyman has
used his comedy platform to raise
organ donation awareness. His oneman show “You Want a Piece of Me?”
was featured on CNN.
Paul Venier performed for the remainder of the evening and involved
numerous audience members into his
act, much to their chagrin.
Mr. Venier (comedytornado.com)
has performed at many of the nation’s
best comedy venues, such as New
York City’s Caroline’s and the
Tropicana Hotel in Atlantic City and
Las Vegas, and is a talented musician,
as well.
If you want to laugh until you cry
(not necessarily in that order), you
won’t want to miss next year’s F.O.P.
Comedy Fundraiser.
Just remember to make sure you
sit as far away from the talent as
possible, unless, of course, you want
to become part of the show! In the
meantime, to learn more about
F.O.P., visit ifop.org and
weldonfop.org.

FANWOOD – While millions of
Americans tune in to “Dancing with the
Stars” each week, at least one Fanwood
family has a vested interest in the results.
Judi Lynch, sister of celebrity contestant Steve Guttenberg, told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times that she was not surprised at her brother’s success.
“He’s always been athletic. He runs,
does yoga. It’s natural for him to pick it
up so quickly,” she said.
She said while certain judges took
issue with the Police Academy star’s
extremely benevolent nature, what they
witnessed is an accurate portrayal of
her brother.
“He’s a genuinely good person,” she
said. “He has a great sense of humor
and a good heart.”
She described a man who, without
hesitation, will give money and food to
the homeless. He also owns two residences in East Los Angeles that act as
foster homes for older children.
To further explain her brother’s

By MARYLOU MORANO

WESTFIELD –– The Visual Arts
Center of New Jersey (VACNJ) in
Summit closed this year’s 22nd International Juried Show, an annual
exhibit that brings art created in a
multitude of mediums from all over
the world to central New Jersey, on
March 21.
Carter Foster, the curator of drawings at the Whitney Museum of
American Art in New York City,
served as curator for this year’s International Juried Show.
Mr. Foster had the daunting task
of narrowing down the 2,300 hopeful entries to the 141 pieces of art
accepted into the show.
In addition to the United States,
submissions were received and
judged from Germany, Poland,
Mexico, Romania, Canada, Australia, Ireland, Armenia, China, Israel,
The Netherlands, Turkey, France,
Japan, England and India.
Mr. Foster was not looking for a
particular theme as he initially
viewed the slides and digital images
submissions.
However, after seeing the entries
face-to-face during the first round of
choices, Mr. Foster said he was surprised that “childhood as an idea,
symbol, mental state or straight-up
subject, came through strongly in
much of the best work in the show….”
He added, “What is impressive
about the works included here is the
clear, high level of seriousness, technical ability and awareness of a global context for creating art.”
The awards were presented at the
opening reception on February 8.

Fred Lecomte for The Leader and The Times

BACK IN TRAINING...Police Academy and Short Circuit star Steve
Guttenberg, a regular at John’s Meat
Market in Scotch Plains, is competing
on “Dancing with the Stars.”
Guttenberg continues to rehearse for
the competition, performing a Latin
number as recently as last Monday.

This year’s “Best in Show” award
went to Paul Kaiser of Connecticut
for his graphite-and-oil-on-paper
mount, entitled “Jim as Salieri.”
This serious representation of a
white–haired, craggy-faced gentleman practically defies reality. The
depiction of the eyes and the folds of
the neck are created with careful
attention to detail.
Mr. Kaiser received a $1,000 cash
prize and also enjoyed the newly
added round-trip travel to Summit, a
one-night hotel stay and a trip to
New York City to have lunch with
Mr. Foster.
Yen-Hua Lee’s “Lovers II,” a winner of one of three $200 merit awards,
is at once intricate and simplistic.
The New York artist’s collection
of porcelain plates, each with an
insect imprinted on it and arranged
in a concentric circle, “Lovers II,”
celebrates nature’s lifecycle.
Susan Martin Maffei, from New
York, and Nathan Porterfield, from
Texas, also earned merit awards.
John Salminen, from Minnesota,
won the $100 painting award. Jennifer Williams, from New York, won
the Jurgen Thieck Memorial award
for photography.
In addition, 12 artists representing the U.S., The Netherlands, Germany, Israel and India received honorable mention awards.
Westfield resident Shawn McCabe
had a painting – “bazooka! pop!” –
in this year’s International Juried
Show.
“bazooka! pop!” is purely visual,
CONTINUED: VACNJ

19

like no other store in Westfield

Jewelry

Metal

“Amusing Red,” a triptych abstraction of an angel’s back, with wings
WESTFIELD – Westfield artist outstretched, measures more than 10
Shawn McCabe learned at an early feet long.
The angel is painted white, against
age to cast all thoughts of art competitions and traditional conventions a black background, with a chaotic
aside and let his imagination come splattering of white paint cascading
through in his art. His ideas led to a across each panel, and has bright red
technique of throwing paint at the hair — hence the name.
“The work has a graphic quality,
canvas, the “splattering effect,”
as do all of my
which is reprecurrent paintsented in two siings,” said Mr.
multaneous exhibMcCabe.
its occurring in op“The splatterposite ends of the
ing was created by
state.
throwing paint at
“I owe a lot to
the canvases.
[ L y n ]
Glue bottles were
Aleksandrowicz,
used to squirt
[Leah] Jarvis and
paint to create the
[Annora] Happeoutline of the
Conway,” Mr.
angel’s wings.”
McCabe
said
“Dynamism of
about his art teacha Sunflower” is a
ers in the Westfield
yellow splatter
public schools.
against a black
“They…let me
background.
play in my sand“The interior of
box, while others
the large, central
pushed
for
splatter
was
achievement in an
‘blacked-out’ by
ultra-competitive
Shawn McCabe
hand,” he said,
atmosphere.
“It was their support, coupled with adding that decorative sunflower derebellion against achievement-based signs were painted in this “window.”
“The result is visual dynamism,
competition, that helped me realize
that it is okay to squirt a glob of paint energy and aggression. [The paintin your hand and throw it at some- ings are] in your face. There is a
push/pull here. At the same time,
thing.”
Now, Mr. McCabe, at age 25, has you want to look closer,” he said.
Another of Mr. McCabe’s painttaken those valuable lessons learned
from his Westfield school years and ings – “bazooka! pop!” – was shown
is paying it forward in a course of his at the International Juried Show at
own design, “Throwing Paint,” of- the Visual Arts Center of New Jersey
(VACNJ) in Sumfered again for the
mit from February
second time this
8 through March
summer at the
21.
New Jersey WorkMr. McCabe
shop for the Arts’
describes “baWestfield Summer
zooka! pop!” as
Wo r k s h o p
being “like…a
(WSW). He serves
pop star walking
as a classroom
down the sideteacher, photograwalk in a polkapher and public redot dress, with
lations specialist.
spiked-up hair,
“The WSW is a
chewing bubble
living, breathing
gum.”
organism. Ideas
Mr. McCabe’s
flow in all direcwork is bold and
tions, as conversabrass, and devoid
tion doesn’t take
of hidden meanplace between
ings.
teacher and stu“I sit down in
dent, but rather
my sandbox with
from one creative
a gallon of color,
mind to another
a blank slate and a
and back again,”
bag of gummy
he said.
bears, and go for
“This genuine
it. I make what I
interaction is remarkable and Shawn McCabe’s “bazooka! pop!” want to look at.
And I have faith
something I am
happy to be part of,” continued Mr. that my eye won’t lead me astray,”
McCabe, who teaches currently in he explained.
After Westfield High School, Mr.
Chatham and has taught in the Basking Ridge and Clark school districts. McCabe attended Gettysburg ColHe also enjoys building upon his lege in Gettysburg, Pa., graduating
personal work. Mr. McCabe’s Summa Cum Laude as an art history
acrylic-on-canvas paintings, “Amus- and studio art major. While there, he
ing Red” and “Dynamism of a Sun- received numerous awards and honflower,” are currently on display at ors.
As an undergraduate, he worked
Gallery 125 in Trenton, along with
art from other regional artists, in an
exhibit called “elements,” running
CONTINUED: Shawn McCabe
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through April 5.
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the farmhouse store

Pottery

“good-guy nature,” she said, when offered the chance to attend an opening of
a golf resort in Tuscany, Italy, along
with other celebrities and their families, Guttenberg,who is not married,
decided to take his parents for their 50th
anniversary.
“The joke is that my parents spent
their first anniversary with my
brother…as well as their 50th anniversary.”
She attributes his generous personality to being out of the Hollywood limelight for more than a decade.
“Anything he does, he gives 150
percent. He knows it could be

WF Artist McCabe Shows
Off ‘Visual Dynamism’

Whitney Curator Juries
VACNJ’s Annual Show
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Steve Guttenberg

fleeting…He appreciates everything he
has and everything he has earned.”
Since, for Guttenberg, dancing
merely “came with acting,” he has said,
according to his sister, “until you dance
professionally, you don’t realize how
lead footed you are.”
You would not know it by the results.
Last week, he performed the traditional
foxtrot, and on Monday, he danced a
Latin number.
Guttenberg also made the cut, Tuesday night, and will dance again next
week.
In addition to grading the dancing,
judges have not been shy to chide
Guttenberg on his sugary sweet personality and even accused him of having plastic surgery.
Ms. Lynch refuted the latter claim.
“My brother is 49 years old and is
naturally handsome. He’s never had
plastic surgery,” she said.
Ms. Lynch said her brother knows
the local area and regularly takes the
train from Manhattan to Fanwood.
“He’s in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
area a lot. He jogs around the neighborhood, takes the kids sledding at the
Fanwood Police Department, goes to
the local pizza places.”
In particular, Guttenberg enjoys
Scotch Plains’ John’s Meat Market,
especially their soups. A poster supporting Guttenberg is seen in the store’s
window (at left).
Ms. Lynch’s message to local residents who watch the program, “Vote
Guttenberg and vote often.”

Glass

Textiles

Wood

Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com
221 North Ave East, Westfield

908-654-0444

