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Should New Jersey Receive
A Consulting Fee for ‘Do-Overs’?

Tongue-in-cheek commentary: In that New Jersey
has the experience in “do-overs,” we understand that
it might seem fitting by some for Governor Jon
Corzine to offer to help Hillary, et. al., with their “do-
over” initiative for another Florida and Michigan
Democratic Presidential primary election.

New Jersey politicians have demonstrated on
multiple occasions that the election rules and Con-
stitution can be circumvented for political conve-
nience. Our state even has been able to validate these
digressions with the support of the State Supreme
Court. So, precedents that have been established
confirm that there are no rules.

Some of the shining examples of “do-overs” in
New Jersey occurred in 2001, 2002 and again in
2003. Back then, they were known as “bait and
switch” maneuvers.

New Jersey has a way of making politics and
elections exciting with its “bait and switch” candi-
dates, regardless of what the Primary results were.

When Bob Torricelli appeared to be a sure loser in
the General Election for Senate in 2002 because he
faced indictment, and he withdrew, Democrats dusted
off Frank Lautenberg as his replacement past the
statutory deadline.

It was similar in 2001 when Acting Governor
Donald DiFrancesco bowed out of the Primary for
Governor, and a bill was passed to delay the primary
a week.

In 2003, State Senator Joe Suliga of Linden, now
deceased, looked like a sure loser due to an arrest
scandal, and he withdrew. Past the statutory dead-
line, Nick Scutari was asked to saddle up as the
replacement. Mr. Scutari won in a well-fought race
with Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks.

Rather than waste more of the taxpayers’ money
with a shabby primary and further contaminate the
airwaves with dribble, we support procedures al-
ready in place in the Democratic Party charter
whereby the “super delegates” just pick whom they
want.

If the Democratic Party insists on holding “do-
over” elections in Michigan and Florida, we concede
that their lawyers will contrive sufficient words and
measures to develop a shroud for establishing legiti-
macy.

If that’s to be the case, we suggest the Democratic
Party pay the full cost of such a charade, including
the costs of state worker salaries, who would again
be given the day off to vote. If not, should there be a
national holiday declared where everyone is given
the day off, including those working in private indus-
try.

It’s okay, too, by us that they employ the electronic
voting machines at which the tallies can’t be con-
firmed. No one wants more hanging chads in Florida.

We believe also that New Jersey should receive a
consulting fee from the Democratic Party to help
offset our state deficit.

Nevertheless, we prefer that our officials focus on
the pressing duties they were elected to do – not pass
legislation for migratory birds or solve global warm-
ing or consult on “bait and switch.” It’s like a parent
saying to a child, “You can’t go out and play until you
clean your room” – though, in New Jersey, play
means pay-to-play.

There are admonitions for Hillary Clinton, though
– everywhere Jon Corzine goes to help her, she gets
buried in the primary. She also might consider dump-
ing Super Delegate Eliot Spitzer.

As Governor Jon Corzine searches for
long-term financial solutions to decades
of bipartisan overspending, over borrow-
ing and over taxing, one of the short-term
solutions has been to shift some of the
state’s burden to municipalities in the
form of higher surcharges. For example,
the state currently receives $11.50 from
each $20 Westfield parking ticket.

This burden will increase in 2008 un-
der the Governor’s proposed budget,
which includes significant cuts in state
aid to municipalities and cuts to near zero
levels for some of our neighboring towns,
which will (by design) now force them to
merge with other communities.

The cut in state aid to Westfield an-
nounced this week is very significant
($411,000) and is made even more prob-
lematic by new state-imposed rules that
limit the increase in municipal taxes to 4
percent per year. This “tax cap” is a
watershed event for municipal finance in
New Jersey and will undoubtedly force
program and service cuts in most munici-
palities in 2008 and beyond. As the
Westfield Town Council’s Finance Com-
mittee begins its own 2008 budget pro-
cess, it is very important for our residents
to understand the implications of the
state’s new 4-percent tax cap for our
community, especially within the context
of a sharp reduction in state aid. As you
may know, currently, the town receives
17 percent of your property tax dollar,
while 21 percent goes to Union County
and 62 percent to our board of education.

The year 2007 in Trenton was not un-
like any of the last 25, marked by the
inability and unwillingness of the state
legislature to control its own tax-and-
spend appetite or influence the spending
appetites of their political cronies, rela-
tives and party bosses entrenched in
county governments. (Apparently, the fi-
nancial cost of two prison escapees in
Union County in 2007 is 51 new correc-
tional officers being proposed by the Free-
holders for 2008.)

Rather than focusing on spending cuts
and their own financial time bomb — the
$32 billion in long-term state debt and
$70 billion in unfunded debt — the Gov-
ernor, and legislature dominated by his
party, chose in 2007 to focus (and shift
voter attention) to a “property tax reform”
initiative, which included a 4-percent cap
on local tax increases.

While a tax cap sounds fiscally pru-
dent, its imprudence lies in the new in-
ability of municipalities to temporarily
offset operating costs that may exceed 4
percent from one year to the next without
increasing fees or fines, drawing down
strategic capital surpluses (if they exist)
or reducing services outright.

In the proposed 2008 Westfield bud-
get, there are some market costs that
exceed a 4-percent increase such as health
insurance premiums and Rahway Valley
Sewer charges. There are also mandated
costs that exceed 4 percent as well, such
as our library budget, which is set by state
formula. These non-discretionary costs
in 2008 will exceed a 4-percent increase
by a total $456,000.

In a lean and well-managed municipal-
ity, such as Westfield, if not for our accu-
mulated surplus (“savings account”), the
cost increases in excess of 4 percent would
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By Sal Caruana
Westfield Councilman Ward 1

2008 Municipal Budgets: Crises in
Management and Democracy

Finance Chairman

need (and will in future years) to be met
from new revenue sources, increases in
current fees and/or cuts in existing ser-
vices.

There is some upward flexibility in the
new 4-percent cap; however, that flex-
ibility exists mostly for the benefit of the
state in that it allows municipalities to
exceed the cap and pass on in additional
taxes certain increases in state assess-
ments dollar for dollar.

(Is anyone surprised? Message to phy-
sician: heal thyself!) This year, these state
pass-throughs to Westfield taxpayers will
be largely for increases in contributions
to the state’s woefully underfunded pen-
sion system, including a 46-percent in-
crease for Police and Fire personnel
($552,000) and an 80-percent increase
for other public employees ($187,000).
With these additions, the early estimate is
that Westfield’s municipal tax increase
will exceed 8 percent; however, the 2008
proposed budget is still under review for
additional spending cuts, personnel and
service cuts and more tax savings oppor-
tunities.

A final word about the state, the town
and the tax cap: By mandating a cap, the
state has effectively taken away the power
of local elected officials to set local tax
rates. In a similar encroachment, the state
has reduced the power of elected board of
education members by also imposing the
new 4-percent cap on school taxes. In the
case of the BOE, the new process is made
more disturbing by an additional measure
that effectively limits its budgetary au-
thority — for the proposed school budget
must now be sent to a county budget
supervisor for review and approval be-
fore the public vote. This supervisor is an
appointee of the Governor and has unilat-
eral authority to increase, decrease, shift
or eliminate budget line items without
any further recourse by the board. The
final budget that is presented for voter
approval is one that now runs the risk of
being authored by a political appointee
(not by our elected representatives) who
does not know our town or the high qual-
ity demands of our residents.

In other states where similar education
budget czars have been created, the anec-
dotal experience has been this: higher
quality school districts like Westfield have
regressed (declined) to the county mean,
which, if true, has troubling implications
for both our children and our property
values.

The trend is disturbingly clear: A disen-
franchisement of local voters by weaken-
ing the authority of their elected local
leaders in matters of the municipal portion
of your taxes. As a dubious role model of
fiscal discipline and good government, the
response of our state government to a debt
crisis of its own making has been to dimin-
ish the authority of elected officials at the
local level and call it “property tax re-
form.” Given the unique role of “town
hall” meetings in the history of American
democracy, it is a chilling event indeed
when the power of municipal taxes is taken
away from elected municipal officials and
where new rules now also “cap” the ability
of our citizens to debate and help to freely
self-determine local tax rates as they have
in town hall meetings since the earliest
days of our country.

Ratner Addresses Pennacchio’s
‘Linguistic Lapse’ During Convention

Westfield’s South Ave.
Sidewalk Needs Repairs

I’m concerned someone is going to get
hurt due to the poor condition of the
sidewalk at 212-220 South Avenue, East
in Westfield. The sidewalk is gone, and
there is a bunch of large tree roots. [see
photo on page 5].

When it rains, it becomes flooded, and
people have to walk on the street, increas-
ing the chance of being struck by a ve-
hicle. I’ve notified the town a couple of
times over the past few years ,but nothing
has been done.

Al Gonzalez
Westfield

Let’s Send Off Troops
With Our Gratitude

Caring Hearts from Home, a small
group of military moms from Westfield,
is asking the community to help support
our troops. As of June 2008, the New
Jersey National Guard will be redeploy-
ing to Iraq and Afghanistan. It is antici-
pated that approximately 2,700 New Jer-
sey citizen soldiers will be sent to support
the ongoing military efforts in these two
locations.

It is our desire to be there for these
hometown heroes by sending them off
with our heartfelt gratitude, prayers and a
personal toiletry kit. The Salvation Army
has camouflage bags for the toiletries and
is asking for your support to help supply
the contents via donations of the follow-
ing items:

Travel-sized toiletries such as baby
wipes, foot powder (Gold Bond preferred),
sunscreen, lip balm, deodorant, sham-
poo, toothpaste, mouthwash, hand
sanitizers, tissues, soap, etc.; combs, nail
clippers, pens, note pads, disposable ra-
zors, toothbrushes, hard candy, gum, and
playing cards. Items will be collected at
the Westfield Memorial Library.

Please help us fulfill their wishes as
they fulfill their duty serving our nation.

Dianne Gorbaty, Julie Dvorak
Westfield

Westfielder Seeks
To Return Coat

At the Booster Club dinner on March 8
at Temple Emanu-El, I accidentally took
home the wrong coat. The coat was ex-
actly like my own: Banana Republic black
wool coat with a silk leopard lining in size
small.

When I went to put my coat on the next
day, there were gloves and mints in the
pockets. If you attended the Booster din-
ner and wore that coat, please contact me
so we can make a switch. Thank you.

Pat Schor
Westfield

WF Family Lauds Middle-School
Plays But Questions Their Timing

One of my most vivid educational
memories relates to the time that I took it
upon myself, in class, to correct my sixth-
grade teacher’s appalling grammar. The
consequences, which included one in a
series of parent-teacher-principal confer-
ences that characterized my illustrious
grade-school career, were unpleasant and
really quite unfair.

If this incident taught me anything at
all, it was to ensure that addressing fur-
ther educational grammatical deficien-
cies in high school, college and law school
would be conducted anonymously. I also
came to realize over the ensuing years
that correcting my clients’ and employ-
ers’ language would be unlikely to pro-
mote professional success. That’s why I
hesitated before rebuking Republican
Senatorial aspirant Joe Pennacchio for
his incomprehensible proclamation at his
party’s county convention that “this ain’t
their father’s Democrat Party.” (The
Westfield Leader, March 6)

Setting aside his puerile use of “ain’t”
as a mere rhetorical device, Mr.
Pennacchio’s choice of “Democrat,”

rather than the proper “Democratic,” is
surely deserving of public rebuke. As a
member of the New Jersey State Senate,
it is inconceivable that he is unaware of
the state’s ruling party’s proper name.

Assuming that Mr. Pennacchio was
not misquoted, there are only two other
potential explanations for his linguistic
lapse. First, it’s possible that, like the
national GOP’s ostensible leader, he is
simply bewildered by words consisting
of more than one or two syllables. Sec-
ond, and unfortunately more likely, is the
sad prospect that Mr. Pennacchio used
“Democrat” to mock the Democratic
Party’s proper name, something that I,
even as an immature sixth grader, would
never have considered.

Whichever explanation is true, not-
withstanding exceptional candidates like
John McCain, it is hardly uplifting to note
that illiteracy and infantile rhetoric con-
tinue to gravitate to the GOP.

Robert Ratner
Westfield

This past weekend, I had the good
fortune to see Edison Intermediate
School’s production of Oliver, which was
one of the very best musical productions
I have seen at Edison in recent years.
Congratulations to the director, musical
director, choreographer, crewmembers
and, of course, the incredibly talented and
hard-working actors and actresses who
sang and danced so beautifully and ener-
getically that they made this age-appro-
priate show such a joy to watch. We were
very impressed.

I do wish, however, that both Edison’s
musical and Roosevelt’s musical, Foot-
loose, had not been playing on the same
weekend. Although I was able to see both,
actors in Roosevelt’s play are not able to

attend Edison’s musical at all because of
the conflicting rehearsal and production
schedule. Conceivably, Edison students
could attend Roosevelt’s musical on Sun-
day afternoon, but they have just com-
pleted three performances, are probably
tired and have homework to do.

Again, kudos to everyone who contrib-
uted to these fine shows. I recognize the
difficulties in drawing up the school cal-
endar when there are many competing
events, but I hope when the calendar is
reviewed for next year that some atten-
tion will be paid to this issue. I know I
speak for many people who feel the same
way.

Laurie Woog and Goldring family
Westfield

Bramnick Invites Residents
To Walk and Talk on Saturday

Residents, please join me for our
monthly “Walk and Talk” on Saturday,
March 15, at noon. This walk will be
similar to the old-fashion town hall meet-
ing, but we will be on the move. The walk
will begin at my house, located at 279
Watchung Fork, Westfield. We will walk
to Brightwood Park from there. The en-
tire walk will be less than two miles.

This month’s “Walk and Talk” topics
will include the budget speech, family
leave and new legislation proposed with

respect to pharmaceutical companies, as
well as other bills moving through the
legislature.

Brightwood Park is located in the 1200
block of Prospect Street. The park does
not offer restroom facilities.

For more information, please call Scott
Mersereau at (908) 232-2073. For infor-
mation on questions on the day of the
event, please call (908) 370-9079.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tripara – A woman who has borne

three children
2. Deg – To sprinkle
3. Trillachan – An oyster catcher
4. Deflagration – Combustion

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

BACCATE
1. To rub thoroughly
2. Capable of being poured; in a liquid

state
3. Bearing berries
4. To delay; hinder

NISUS
1. An effort or endeavor
2. A soft silk cloth, used for ribbons,

linings, etc.
3. Any animal or organ having a plant-

like apearance
4. Pertaining to the final end or purpose

LAVOLTA
1. Whirling or spinning
2. Malaria
3. A small brook or rivulet
4. An old dance somewhat resembling

the waltz
ARACHIS

1. A stem, stalk or support
2. The common peanut
3. The paragraph symbol
4. A species of non web-spinning spi-

ders that catches it prey by use of its
swiftness

No One’s Giving an Inch…Yet

SP Councilman Calls
For Budget Posting

It is regrettable and shameless that Mayor
Marks would characterize anyone who is
prepared to take a position of not wanting
to increase our municipal tax burden as
“reckless and cruel.” If our tax-and-spend
mayor really cares about our citizens, I
would suggest, and again encourage, that
he spends more time studying the financials
of Scotch Plains and that he be willing to
enlist the public’s help.

Let me, once again, suggest that he
insist that our manager’s preliminary bud-
get proposal, not just his statutory man-
dated report, be made available to all to
review by posting it on the township’s
website. I am certain that there are indi-
viduals in town who are qualified and
willing to comment on and make construc-
tive suggestions. Mayor, what would be
the downside in acting on this suggestion?

In addition, instead of constantly say-
ing what cannot be done, for once, take a
more proactive position and stance on
curtailing taxes and spending and em-
brace my goal. I would, and I am certain
our citizens would, welcome your sup-
port. Lastly, let me remind the Mayor that
had he listened to me last year, we could
have lowered taxes without any harm to
the financial health of the township.

Councilman Kevin Glover
Scotch Plains

Municipal governments, counties and school
boards are frantic over Governor Jon Corzine’s
current directives for managing budgets — and
restrictions imposed on property tax increases com-
bined with withdrawal of traditional state aid to local
entities.

Is the Governor passing down the state’s fiscal
misdeeds to local entities? To many, it’s starting to
appear like executive blackmail – “either approve
my toll plan and other measures, or I’ll make you
suffer.”

Garwood chatter asks, “Do we merge with Cranford
or Westfield?” Fanwoodians are thinking about merg-
ing with Scotch Plains. Mountainside is looking at
its school board and wondering, “Where should we
merge, Berkeley Heights, Springfield or Westfield?”

The school boards may be looking in one direc-
tion, while the municipal governments may be look-

ing in another.
Mountainside Fire and Police Departments seem

to be a more natural merge with Westfield – similarly
for Garwood.

But the school board situations are more confusing
given Mountainside’s arrangement with Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley Heights and
Garwood’s arrangement with A. L. Johnson High
School in Clark. Fanwood and Scotch Plains schools
are already merged, so there is little difficulty in their
case.

Will all this merging solve the financial problems?
There will be some savings, but the basic structural
issues and state wrongs are not being corrected.
Nothing yet proposed by the Governor addresses the
basic ills, suggesting there is no palatable leadership
at the statehouse.

No one’s giving an inch…yet.
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---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

---LD-21---
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414
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