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SIXTY CENTS

Westfield Council Finalizes
E-Alert System Purchase
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — In addition to finalizing the purchase of an emergency-alert system, Westfield officials, Tuesday, passed a resolution
stating the municipality’s concern
over the potential closing of
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center, and asked the state to take a closer
look at the matter.
The Plainfield medical center, a
396-bed acute-care facility that boasts
schools of radiology, nursing and
nuclear medicine technology, serves
the central New Jersey region and
many Westfield citizens. Originally

called Muhlenberg Hospital, the
facility’s origins date back to the
1870’s.
With losses this year in excess of
$11 million, and a projected $19 million shortfall in 2009, Solaris Health
Care System, which owns
Muhlenberg, filed the required “certificate of need” with the New Jersey
Department of Health and Senior
Services pursuant to its intent to close
the facility.
Solaris Chief Executive Officer
John McGee has stated that a “satellite emergency department” will remain open, and the facility will be
able to handle issues such as broken

Raynor Denitzio for The Westfield Leader

DRAWING THE LINE… Union County Police Officer Frank Catena rides his
horse, Justice, during Substance Abuse Awareness Day in Garwood on Saturday.
Hosted by Garwood Parents Draw the Line, the event enabled residents to enjoy
rides, games and demonstrations from local police agencies. Sue Baron, one of the
organizers of the event, said that the purpose of the day was “to show what a fun
family day you can have without drugs.”

Mountainside Board Denies
Arirang’s Expansion Plan
By CAROLYN D. FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The planning board, last Thursday, unanimously denied Arirang Hibachi
Steakhouse and Sushi Bar’s submittal for a use variance, after a twoyear-long debate. The restaurant
wanted to expand its business by turning the 12,000 square feet of unused
space in the basement into a banquet
hall. The banquet hall would accommodate an additional 207 patrons.
The board has lingered on the controversial topic for about two years,
holding numerous meetings to discuss the possibilities.
Arirang is a restaurant located at
1230 Route 22, West. Behind Arirang,
parallel to Route 22, lies Beech Avenue, a heavily populated, residential
district. Many residents of Beech
Avenue and the surrounding area opposing the application have regularly
attended the meetings.
In order to get a full understanding
of Arirang’s legal capacity for expansion, experts were called to testify in
front of the planning board throughout the last two years. During last
Thursday’s meeting, John Chadwick
and Harold K. Maltz testified and
provided their opinions.
Mr. Chadwick is a licensed professional planner, who has previously
overseen hundreds of planning
boards. Taking spatial and traffic regulations into consideration, he said he
believes the restaurant needs to implement several changes in order to expand. If Arirang had strictly valet
parking, it would be able to expand
parking from 184 to 205 spaces. If the
restaurant voted against valet park-

ing, another option to accommodate
the additional patronage, and use all
205 spaces, would be to hire people to
direct traffic through the parking lot.
This would change the previous clockwise traffic flow into a counter clockwise direction, thus filtering traffic
out of the back exit onto Beech Avenue.
This traffic flow and exit strategy
would safely allow for emergency
vehicles to enter and exit the premises.
Mr. Maltz, traffic and transportation consulting expert, agreed with
Mr. Chadwick’s proposals of valet
parking or regulated traffic within the
parking lot.
Mr. Chadwick also suggested incorporating a buffer to accommodate
the nearby residents, because of the
increased business the banquet hall
would potentially generate, and the
traffic that would increase in the residential streets. He said he believes
taking away parking lot spaces and
adding shrubbery to the outskirts of
the parking lot can accomplish this.
Mr. Chadwick said basically anything
that gives “a hint of something other
than a big parking lot” would be desirable. He said this would give back
to the community by offering “a dramatically different effect of the roadside view of this property”.
Numerous Beech Avenue residents
were in strong opposition to Arirang’s
expansion, and said they did not feel
the buffer suggested by Mr. Chadwick
was a fair proposal. Currently, the
residents are frustrated with the
amount of problems the restaurant
generates due to its popularity, and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

bones and burns, not life-threatening
matters, such as heart attacks and
strokes.
Effectively, the town’s resolution
asks the state’s health planning board,
responsible for conducting a full review of the “certificate of need,” to
assure that the decision will not be
“harmful to the public interest.”
Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins has attended various
Muhlenberg-related meetings recently. She told the council, last week,
that Muhlenberg serves a vital function to area residents, and its closing
would cause hospitals such as Overlook, in Summit, to “feel a crunch.”
She said, “Our residents use
[Muhlenberg]. [If it is closed], we are
concerned that they would see more
waiting times at other hospitals. It’s
going to be a disaster.”
Under the Public Safety, Transportation and Parking report, the town
awarded a contract to establish an ealert system to Honeywell.
Jointly purchased with the
Westfield Board of Education, there
will be two separate, but connected,
systems.
This year, the town will pay
$27,000, and the BOE will be charged
$17,000. A three-year arrangement,
the cost drops $4,000 for both entities
next year.
The e-alert system will enable the
town to send important notices more
effectively. Residents will have the
ability to stay informed via an “unlimited” number of devices, including home phone, pager, cell phone, email and more.
Last week, Third Ward Councilman Mark Ciarrocca said the town
would work with the school system to
encourage those on the school’s network to “opt in” to Westfield’s service.
Mr. Ciarrocca said he hopes, eventually, enough people take part in the
alert system and that it eliminates the
need to disseminate information via
paper mailings, which are more costly
and environmentally unfriendly.
Separately, at Tuesday’s meeting,
Mr. Ciarrocca took a moment to thank
Bruce Kaufmann, recreation director; Paul Checchio, pool technician;
William Palatucci, recreation commission chairman; and all volunteers
involved with the opening of the renovated and expanded Westfield Memorial Pool.
Mr. Ciarrocca said the “first-rate
complex” experienced a new record
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The board of education (BOE) on Monday approved
the appointment of Mark Resnick to
act as the school business administrator (SBA) on an interim basis. Mr.
Resnick will replace current administrator Julia DePinto-Perez, who is
resigning effective June 30.
Superintendant of Schools Teresa
Quigley said Mr. Resnick is a retired
business administrator and will work
part-time in conjunction with Ernie
Turner, who was retained as a consultant on financial matters for the
district.
Ms. Quigley said the district decided to hire an interim SBA since
there are a number of staffing matters
to address related to the district’s new

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan updated
the board of education during its regular Tuesday meeting on the school
district’s implementation of the student database provided by Simple.
The database allows teachers to
input their report cards online, transcripts and state reports. These state
reports have “grown exponentially in
the last few years,” said Ms. Dolan.
“For every student taking the test,
there are 30 fields [to fill in].”
She elaborated on some of the issues users are facing with the new
system. Printing and formatting problems exist, as does the lack of an
option for a “print preview,” which is
“cumbersome and time consuming”
for the teachers, Ms. Dolan said. She
said the district is talking to the company to forge a solution. Also low
bandwidth has caused systems to
“freeze,” she added.
Although glitches with Simple exist, Ms. Dolan said the number of
users have doubled to over 600.
Going forward, the new director of

pre-school special education program
and the principal vacancy at the Lincoln School. Once these staffing matters are addressed, Ms. Quigley said
that the district would seek a fulltime replacement.
“I’m just glad I can put that on the
back burner for a couple of months,”
Ms. Quigley said.
Ms. Quigley also said Mr. Resnick
was qualified because he is familiar
with state laws regarding schools.
“I needed someone who knows
exactly what they are doing,” Ms.
Quigley said.
Mr. Resnick will work approximately
one day a week at a rate of $90 per hour.
In other business, the board approved salary increases for employees, which were discussed during the

guidance at Westfield High School,
Scott White, will coordinate the efforts to integrate the system.
She also noted that because of the
setback with the database, high school
class schedules would not be out in
June, but at a later date not yet determined.
Board member Beth Cassie said, as
a parent, the elementary report card
via Simple is “far superior” and “much
clearer” than the old method of retrieving report cards.
Board president Ginny Leiz requested a study measuring the suc-

cess of scheduling through Simple.
Following the update, Barbara Ball,
human resources supervisor for the
district, presented the teachermentoring plan for 2008 to 2010.
“Teacher quality is most important”
in the success of students,” said Ms.
Ball, and mentoring is a path to improving the quality of teachers. She
said, “A teacher can affect 3,000 students in a lifetime.”
Her presentation showed that the
district has 32 novice, i.e. brand new
in his/her profession, teachers for the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Legislators Wrangle Over
State Budget in Trenton
By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TRENTON — Governor Jon
Corzine and the State Legislature
agreed on $32.8-billion budget for
the 2008-2009 fiscal year on Monday. This budget includes cuts in state
aid to municipalities, such as
Fanwood’s loss of funds “that we
don’t have any control over” according to Mayor Colleen Mahr (see Ted
Ritter’s article on page 10).
Such measures are a part of Govenor
Corzine’s “Financial Restructuring
and Debt Reduction Plan.” Mr.
Corzine said measures, such as the
budget cuts, were to account for the
“$30-billion in debt and staggering
unfunded pension and healthcare liabilities” that New Jersey has
“amassed,” according to his website.
Particularly important to Fanwood,
the budget cuts include $170 million
from state aid to municipalities. This
year’s state aid appropriations reduce
funds to municipalities below 10,000
in population by 25 percent, and the
amount by municipalities with populations over 10,000 by 2.42 percent.
“It’s a tight budget and a strong
budget that reflects tough economic
times,” said State Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22, Linden). One result of
a tighter budget is that “municipali-

ties must tighten their belts,” he said.
Mr. Scutari also said this year’s
budget was “almost historical” in its
reductions of spending by a Democratic majority.
Officials stated that that aid reduction itself should not result in more
than a $100 increase over 2007 average residential property taxes as calculated by the Division of Local Government Services. However, this preventative measure does little to counteract that “this budget directly increases people’s property tax and increases people’s utility bills” while
“not going far enough in more efficiently spending people’s money,”
said Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield).
“The budget is reneging on a promise to start phasing out a high utility
tax,” Mr. Kean said. Moreover, the
2008-2009 budget calls for tax increases “at a time when people are
hurting the most.”
“This budget, unlike the one proposed by the Republicans, is not making New Jersey more affordable,” said
Mr. Kean, noting the budget fails to
focus on transportation or the state’s
infrastructure needs. Moreover, “nobody really knows what’s in [the budget],” he said.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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MS Taxes Increase $800 K in
2008 $10.5 Mil. Budget
By EBONY McQUEEN

FUN IN THE SUN...After last week’s heat wave, a grandfather and grandson
enjoy a day in Tamaques park.

WF Board of Ed. Gives Updates on
Database and Teacher Mentoring

Garwood BOE Hires Resnick
For Interim Bus. Admin.

Specially Written for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Katherine Vowell for The Westfield Leader

Photo courtesy of Jodi Jacobs

A DAY AT THE CIRCUS...The circus came to Westfield Friday, June 13, thanks to the voracious readers at McKinley
Elementary School. Students were rewarded with a performance by the Zerbini Family Circus after meeting their goal of
reading of 16,000 books. They went the extra step by reading 16,913 books. Word spread of this accomplishment and reporter
Pat Battle from WNBC-TV came to report on the day. Later, the kids saw themselves on TV on the 6 p.m. news.

MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
Mountainside Borough Council Tuesday adopted its $10.5 million municipal budget in unanimous fashion.
Of the $10.5 million budget,
roughly $6.59 million will be raised
through local property taxes, an increase of roughly $800,000 from
2007.
The levy’s $44,000 reduction was
caused due to an increase in state aid
and an increase in the surplus.
In a separate matter, a PODS (Portable On Demand Storage) representative, Orlando Silva, addressed the
borough council concerning an ordinance that would restrict the use and
placement of PODS.
Mr. Silva said, “At times, we do
struggle with placing the PODS where

the resident asks for it. We understand and we would not want a PODS
(unit) causing an accident.”
The ordinance, which passed on
Tuesday, stipulates that residents must
apply for a permit and pay a $50 fee
prior to placing the storage container
on property. The unit may not sit on a
property longer than 30 days.
Borough resident, Ed LaTourette,
of Dunn Parkway, spoke of concerns
regarding a borough-owned easement
for storm water runoff.
He said over the last 15 years the
easement has increased by 15 feet in
width and is destroying his deck.
Mayor Robert Viglianti advised Mr.
LaTourette to contact borough engineer Mike Disko.
The council concluded the meeting
by going into executive session to
discuss an employee benefit program.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

OPENING DAY…Westfield Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca cuts the ribbon last
Saturday to officially open the newly expanded and improved Westfield Memorial Pool. He is joined by recreation commission members, recreation department
staff, town adminstration and council members.
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Westfield Rescue Squad
Member Receives Award
WESTFIELD — Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad (WVRS) member
Drew Fleyzor has received the Overlook Hospital EMT Excellence Award.
The award, presented on May 30, was
given in recognition of Mr. Fleyzor’s
“Outstanding service to EMS.”
Mr. Fleyzor is an emergency medical
technician with five years experience
and has been a member of the WVRS
for three years. He serves as lieutenant
in charge of the squad’s three ambu-

lances and is usually on duty Tuesday
nights.
“This was quite an honor and it is a
pleasure to serve the community of
Westfield as an EMT and squad member,” he said.
Prior to joining Westfield’s squad,
Mr. Fleyzor was a member of the Clark
Volunteer First Aid Squad for two years.
He works at On Time Ambulance in
Roselle as an EMT dispatcher and recruiter.

Westfield DPW Worker
Plays Good Samaritan
Courtesy of Jonathan Delano

OUTSTANDING...Drew Fleyzor of the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad displays the plaque he received on May 30 as part of the Overlook Hospital EMT
Excellence Award.

FW Mayor: State ‘Ridiculous
Ramp-up’ of Pension Fund
By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – At a special meeting
Tuesday night, Mayor Colleen Mahr
announced that a “community-wide
meeting” regarding the borough’s
budget will be held on Wednesday,
July 9, at 7 p.m. at Forest Road Park.
In making the announcement, the
mayor said she has called the meeting
“to sort of separate fact from fiction
and explain why we’re even looking”
at the issue of municipal employee
layoffs.
“The Borough of Fanwood has received some extraordinary [press] attention in our attempt to be prudent
and to communicate to all our employees [about] the situation we’re
in,” Mayor Mahr said.
The borough sent layoff notices to
every municipal employee last week

WF BOE
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2007-2008 school year, with 15 in
Kindergarten to grade 5, seven in
grades 6 to 8, seven in grades 9 to 12,
and three in special education.
The mentoring program provides
support to grow, build on strengths
and encourages experimentation in
the field, said Ms. Ball. The district
offers many types of support, including the Westfield New Teacher Institute and an institute held at each school
that is specific to the needs of that
school, a buddy teacher and professional development programs.
Ms. Leiz said that Westfield has
received “great accolades from the
state and the county” for its teachermentoring program.
Board member Alice Hunnicutt met
with the curriculum committee within
the last two weeks and discussed
changes to a high school drama
course, which will cut its offering in
half next year from four to two sessions. She also noted that the
Tamaques School principal requested
a new science program. The committee also discussed changes to the television production course and music
for Kindergarten to grade 5. Music
will now offer a separate instrumental course for students who play instruments.
Ms. Hunnicutt, recently nominated
by Governor Jon Corzine for the state
employment and training commission to assist special needs persons in
the work force, announced the
governor’s adoption of Alicia’s Law.
The law allows students with disabilities, who are allowed to stay in
school until age 21, to walk at high
school graduation along with the class
they had attended school with.
“Although we [Westfield High
School] have been doing it for a while
now, it’s nice to know other schools
will follow suit,” Ms. Hunnicutt said.
Prior to the general meeting, the
board honored David Della Fera, Jeremy Davies and Karen Goller, all
English teachers who received the
Teacher of the Year Award.

(see page 4), as the governing body
continues its efforts to finalize an
$8.5 million budget this summer.
Mayor Mahr said the decision to send
out the layoff notices was “misinterpreted in ways we could not have
foreseen.” She said it was “incorrectly reported” that the decision “was
because of our state aid numbers.”
Rather, the mayor pointed to a “loss
in revenues” and “significant increases in our pension obligations”
due to the state’s “ridiculous ramp-up
schedule” for refunding the pension
system. “This is why we’re in the
situation we’re in,” Mayor Mahr said.
“The public needs to understand
that even if we get extraordinary
[state] aid, that just gets us to the 4
percent cap on the [municipal tax]
levy; we’re still facing a significant
tax increase,” she said.
As introduced, the borough’s
spending plan would result in a municipal tax hike of nearly 30 percent
without state aid. Borough Administrator Eleanor McGovern said the state
spending plan agreed to in Trenton
earlier this week likely means that
Fanwood will receive only about 75
percent of the aid that came in last
year, not including any extraordinary
aid for which the borough also applied.
“So we’ve basically been told to
look at what [we] got last year and
knock off 25 percent,” said Mayor
Mahr, adding that the borough’s Chief
Financial Officer Fred Tomkins “is
going to start running the numbers”
in order to determine specific aid
amounts. “It’s confusing because state
aid is made up of so many different
pots of money,” she explained.
“As soon as we get the figures,
we’ll have them prepared for everybody,” Mrs. McGovern said.
“Twenty-five percent less of anything, in these days, is a tremendous
reduction,” Council President Joan
Wheeler said.
“Any tax increase is not something
the public wants to see,” said Mayor
Mahr, adding, “We are [also] affecting employees’ lives, that’s for sure.”
The mayor said she is holding the
July 9 meeting to make it clear to
the public “where we are today” in
terms of the borough’s revenues,
pension obligations and state-mandated costs “that we don’t have any
control over.”
“This is not a spending problem,”
Mayor Mahr noted. “Our spending is
flat.”
Also Tuesday night, the governing
body approved a resolution renewing
a shared services agreement with
Scotch Plains. Under the agreement,
Fanwood’s tax collector works for
Scotch Plains for approximately eight
to 10 hours per week. “Scotch Plains
pays us for these services,” Mayor
Mahr said. “We’ve been doing this
now for two years.”
Following the meeting, the mayor
and council met in an executive session to discuss issues relating to collective bargaining agreements and
“matters relating to public safety and
property.”

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A longtime member
of the Westfield Department of Public
Works became a reluctant hero during his
vacation when he came to the aid of a
fellow traveler having a heart attack.
Arthur Brown, who has been with the
department of public works for 38 years,
was on a cruise recently to Puerto Rico,
St. Thomas and St. Martin. While the
ship was stopped in port, an elderly
female passenger had what appeared to
be a heart attack. The woman’s husband
began calling for help and Mr. Brown
said that he, along with fellow passenger Stephen Briggs, went to the woman’s
aid and began performing CPR.
The ship’s doctor soon arrived and
took over treatment. Mr. Brown said
the fact that the boat was in port also
helped save the woman’s life since she
was able to be transported to a local
hospital for treatment.
“We were lucky we were in port where
the ambulance could come and take her to
the hospital,” Mr. Brown said.
Mr. Brown did not know the woman’s
name, but said he has received word that
she did recover from the episode.
“That’s all I was concerned about,” he

Garwood
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May 20 meeting. The board approved
the appointment of full-time, parttime and special education paraprofessionals with a 3 percent pay increase. The board also approved 3
percent pay increases for a security
staff member, members of the secretarial, clerical and custodial staff, the
supervisor of buildings and grounds,
the technology coordinator, treasurer,
and a part-time nurse.
The board also discussed increasing stipends for BOE members. During the votes, board members Christine Guerriero and Linda Koenig
raised questions about the increases,
saying it was their understanding that
the board agreed to freeze stipends
during discussions.
Alan Schnirman, serving as board
attorney for the evening, said that
since the resolutions were introduced,
members should vote as they saw fit
on the matter.
The board approved the stipend
increases for the substitute coordinator, Right to Know Officer, supervisor of special services and Thomas
Spera for his Black Seal License.
During the public hearing, resident
Bruce Paterson inquired about landscaping around Lincoln School. Earlier in the meeting Building and
Grounds Committee Chairman Lisa
Marano discussed possibilities for
preventing erosion and promoting
grass growth at areas around the
school at an estimated cost of $5,000.
Mr. Paterson asked if landscaping
was addressed during the schools construction and if the contractor was
responsible for the current issues. The
board informed Mr. Paterson that
landscaping was not part of the construction.
Mr. Paterson also inquired about
the BOE website, which he said was
out of date. The board said they are in
the process of redesigning the website
to make it easier to maintain.
The board will hold a special meeting this Tuesday, June 24, at 6 p.m. to
discuss budget matters. Finance
Chairperson Susan Groning said that
the board would discuss transferring
funds for capital improvements,
among other matters.

said.
Mr. Brown downplayed his role, saying that it was “no big deal,” and that Mr.
Briggs, a retired firefighter, was mostly
responsible for helping the woman.
“I don’t see anything great, other than
helping somebody along the way,” Mr.
Brown said.

NJ State
Budget
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Mr. Kean’s statements echo critiques of the budget in the recent
weeks. The 2008-2009 budget has
sparked controversy from many
groups in addition to municipalities,
such as housing, environmental, labor and student organizations.
Accordingly, municipalities are not
alone in feeling the cuts. For example,
the 2008-2009 measures cut more
than $90 million from subsidies for
hospitals.
But despite complaints, Mr. Scutari
said the budget leaders had done “an
excellent job forging a strong budget.”
As of press time, calls were placed
to Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD-2, Fanwood) and Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) who
were in Trenton negotiating budget
measures and not available for comment.
The budget is currently going
through last stages of process, and is
set for a final passage on Monday,
according to the Star-Ledger. The
state budget is required by state constitution to be in place by July 1.
Asw. Linda Stender told The
Leader/Times on Wednesday, “We are
working very hard to develop a budget that ends the practice of spending
beyond our means and begins to solve
some of New Jersey’s financial challenges while still protecting the most
vulnerable members of our population. I believe that we are close to
achieving these goals, but we still
have some work to do.”

Arirang
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

said they feel an expansion of the
restaurant would increase their complaints.
The residents blame the restaurant’s
popularity for the influx of suspicious behavior, drunken patrons and
robberies on their street. Also, the
restaurant provides an unwanted
amount of noise and trash, and lights
from cars often shine into resident’s
homes, residents said.
Local residents said they feel the
traffic on Beech Avenue, as proposed
by the new parking plan, stands to
endanger their families.
Jacquie Mahon, Beech Avenue resident, said there are no sidewalks on
the street and her children often play
outside at night. She spoke out against
the proposed plan.
“Instead of living next to 22, they
are bringing 22 to my house,” Ms.
Mahon said.
She said this would possibly endanger her children, and the numerous other children that live on the
street by exposing them to increased
chances of getting hit by a car or
abducted.

Katherine Vowell for The Westfield Leader

BECOMING AWARE...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School displays a
wrecked car to remind students not to drink and drive as graduation approaches.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Tuesday, June 10, the apparent theft of
an Apple iPhone, valued at approximately
$400, was reported at a Stoneleigh Park
residence.
Wednesday, June 11, Marcus Rawls,
40, of Newark was arrested on the 100
block of Prospect Street on a shoplifting
offense and an outstanding Rutherford
criminal warrant with bail of $130. Bail
on the shoplifting offense was set at
$1,000. Rawls was held at the Westfield
Police Department pending the posting of
bail.
Friday, June 13, police arrested Christina Wichoski, 18, Suzanna Cross, 19,
Joshua Newberg, 21, and Mark Boyle,
21, all of Westfield, on charges of possession of more than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana, possession of cocaine, possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a school zone and possession of
drug paraphernalia. The arrests occurred
on the 500 block of Cumberland Street
during the investigation of a suspicious
motor vehicle. All four were released
after processing.
Saturday, June 14, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, Lamar
Ingram, 20, of Linden was arrested at
North and South Euclid Avenues on an
active warrant out of Linden.
Scotch Plains
Tuesday, June 10, a resident of Spruce
Lane reported that someone used his credit
card without authorization to purchase
$700 worth of merchandise.
Wednesday, June 11, a resident of East
Second Street reported that someone has
been calling her during the day and night
but just yells and hangs up.
Thursday, June 12, a resident of Highlander Drive reported that someone entered her vehicle and removed several
items valued at $200.
Thursday, June 12, a resident of Aberdeen reported that someone entered her
vehicle and removed approximately $100
worth of items.
Sunday, June 15, Tajah Bacot, 18, of
Middlesex was arrested for obstruction of
justice after police responded to a report
of a rowdy group in front of a store on
Route 22. While dispersing the crowd,
Bacot became loud and refused to leave
the area, police said. According to police,
he was processed and released after posting bail.
Sunday, June 15, police responded to a
report of a disturbance at a Route 22 gas
station. Upon arrival, police discovered a
customer arguing with an attendant over
how much gas was pumped and the price
to be paid, police said. According to police, the officer settled the dispute and the
customer agreed to pay the money.
Sunday, June 15, Lamont Moseley, 23,
of Hackensack was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after being stopped for a motor vehicle
violation. He was transported to headquarters where he was processed and released with a summons, police said.
Monday, June 16, Albert Hopkins, 46,
of Brooklyn, NY was arrested and charged
with DWI after being stopped for a motor
vehicle violation. He was transported to
headquarters where he was processed and
released with a summons, police said.
Fanwood
Wednesday, June 11, Robert Roy, Jr.,
28, of Roselle was arrested on a Union
County Sheriff’s Department no-bail warrant after a field investigation on Martine
Avenue. According to police, he was
turned over to the Union County Sheriff’s
Department.
Saturday, June 14, Zyykirrah M.
Casado, 23, of Plainfield was arrested for
obstruction of justice for providing police
with false documentation after a motor
vehicle stop on North Avenue. According to police, she was processed and released after posting bail.
Saturday, June 14, Nyeesha S.
Coleman, 19, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on North
Avenue for an outstanding warrant out of
Minehill. According to police, she was
processed and released after posting bail.
Sunday, June 15, Santiago Z. Vidal,
48, of Westfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue for
outstanding warrants out of Bordentown
and Newark. According to police, he was
processed and released after posting bail.
Sunday, June 15, a resident in the 100
block of Westfield Road reported that
someone removed a 10-foot dingy valued

at $4,000 from his property between the
hours of 10 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Sunday, June 15, a resident of Woodland Avenue reported that someone
knocked down their free-standing mailbox.
Monday, June 16, a resident of Scotch
Plains reported that someone keyed their
vehicle while it was parked in the 100
block of Pleasant Avenue.
Monday, June 16, a resident of the 100
block of Chetwood Place reported that
sometime between midnight, Friday, May
30, and noon, Sunday, June 15, someone
attempted to enter their residence through
a side door. Police said entry was not
gained.
Mountainside
Friday, June 13, Victor A. Soria, 48, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
driving without a license after being involved in a motor vehicle accident on
Route 22. He was also charged with multiple outstanding warrants, police said.
Friday, June 14, Ferdinan Maysonet,
52, of Jersey City was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license
after being stopped for allegedly being
involved in a motor vehicle crash.
Saturday, June 14, Michelle C. Lee,
28, of Plainfield was arrested for an outstanding warrant in the amount of $165
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22.
Sunday, June 15, Michael P. O’Connor,
22, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after being involved in a onecar motor vehicle accident.
Sunday, June 15, Trevorald Parrish,
19, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license and
leaving the scene of an accident after
being involved in a motor vehicle accident on Route 22, which he is suspected to
have been the driver.
According to police, officers noticed a
car behind a business on Route 22 that
had crashed through a fence. While turning around to inspect the scene further,
police noticed three individuals inspecting a car parked in a closed service station, authorities said. According to police, the three individuals stated that their
car was sideswiped by the vehicle that
they witnessed crashing in to the fence.
Parrish was apprehended approximately a mile down Route 22 along with
a juvenile and Asion K. Harris, 19, of
Scotch Plains, who was arrested and
charged with leaving the scene of a motor
vehicle accident and failure to report a
motor vehicle accident after he was apprehended by police in the vicinity of the
accident.

WF Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

for attendees in a single day, last
Saturday. Roughly 2,700 people came
to the pool on its opening day, surpassing the previous record of 2,220.
Under the Finance Policy Committee, the council passed a resolution
awarding the purchase of a D.A.R.E.
(Drug Abuse Resistance Education)
vehicle. With the help of the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce and
Officer Gary Moore, “D.A.R.E. to
Dine” events, functioning as “Iron
Chef”-like cook-offs helped raise
$18,000, which was used toward the
purchase of a 2007 Chevy Tahoe.
Westfield’s New Norris Chevrolet
contributed the remaining $29,000
for the buy.
The council unanimously approved
the purchase, with Mr. Ciarrocca abstaining as he has represented the
dealership in the courtroom.
Former First Ward Councilman Peter Echausse will fill an unexpired
term on the recreation commission,
to end December 31, 2010.
Mayor Andy Skibitsky urged those
watching on TV-36 to read a Sunday
Star-Ledger article that focused on
Westfield
making
a
relocateamerica.com list of the top100 places to live nationwide.
Westfield was the only New Jersey
town chosen, and the mayor wished
to acknowledge the “prestigious
award.”

I’ve changed my address.
Come visit me at
my new office today.

(800) 554-6964
Ron Bansky
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com
Come and compare your current policy with
one from Allstate
Insurance subject to availability and qualifications.Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater, New Jersey. © 2007 Allstate Insurance Company.

Katherine Emire-Nieves for The Westfield Leader

WELCOME ABOARD...Newly appointed Deerfield Middle School Principal
Robert Phillips was introduced at last week’s board of education meeting. Mr.
Phillips, pictured above with his wife, Lisa, replaces Jeanette Baubles. Ms.
Baubles now will serve as the district’s chief school administrator.

Congratulations to the Class of 2008
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Mahr: State ‘Ridiculous Ramp-up’
For Pension Fund Forces Layoffs
By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – At a special meeting
Tuesday night, Mayor Colleen Mahr
announced that a “community-wide
meeting” regarding the borough’s
budget will be held on Wednesday,
July 9, at 7 p.m. at Forest Road Park.
In making the announcement, the
mayor said she has called the meeting
“to sort of separate fact from fiction
and explain why we’re even looking”
at the issue of municipal employee
layoffs.
“The Borough of Fanwood has received some extraordinary [press]
attention in our attempt to be prudent
and to communicate to all our em-

ployees [about] the situation we’re
in,” Mayor Mahr said.
The borough sent layoff notices to
every municipal employee last week
(see page 4), as the governing body
continues its efforts to finalize an
$8.5 million budget this summer.
Mayor Mahr said the decision to send
out the layoff notices was “misinterpreted in ways we could not have
foreseen.” She said it was “incorrectly reported” that the decision “was
because of our state aid numbers.”
Rather, the mayor pointed to a “loss
in revenues” and “significant increases in our pension obligations”
due to the state’s “ridiculous ramp-up
schedule” for refunding the pension

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REVIEWING THE FACTS…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr reviews a document
during a special meeting Tuesday night. The session was the latest in a series of special
budget meetings held by the governing body during the past few months. Council
President Joan Wheeler is seated at left; Councilman David Valian is at right.

Layoff Notices Go Out to
All 66 Borough Employees
By PAUL PEYTON, KATIE ROGERS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough’s 66
full- and part-time employees received a notice last week of the possibility of layoffs due to rising budget
costs and lower revenue projections.
Layoffs, if they occur, are “expected
to be permanent,” according to a copy
of the letter sent by workers and obtained by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.
“This letter will serve as official notice that the Borough of Fanwood will
engage in a reduction of [work] force in
your department commencing on or
about August 1…The reason for the
this layoff stems from economic and
budgetary reasons,” according to the
letter.
Mayor Colleen Mahr said, in a phone
interview with The Times on Friday,
that despite some media reports, the
borough would not be cutting its entire
workforce. “We are not going to decimate [the] Borough of Fanwood. This
[the notice] is our way to communicate
with our employees that we are in very
hard fiscal times.”
“We hope it [layoffs] will be very
minimal,” the mayor said. “I’m here
five years and this is the most difficult
process we’ve had.” She called the possibility of layoffs “emotionally painful.”
The two-term mayor blamed the potential layoffs on lower revenue projections, state program mandates, a 30
percent hike in pension costs, rising
fuel and utility costs, and a cut in state
aid figures.

She said the borough would wait
until state aid numbers come in next
month before deciding on layoffs.
The borough council introduced an
$8.5 million budget inApril. That spending plan includes a 29 percent increase
in local taxes. The mayor has called
such a hike “unacceptable.” Department heads were told to cut their budgets between five and 10 percent.
“I don’t see it [the fiscal situation]
getting better, which is why [we] are
looking at workforce reductions,” the
mayor said.
Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern said the borough’s labor
attorney recommended 45-day notices
even though the borough is not legally
required to do so because it is not a civil
service town.
“No determination has been made
[on the layoffs],” Ms. McGovern said.
“It won’t be everybody, it may not be
anybody.”
Borough Councilman Anthony
Parenti said, generally, the last person
hired would be the first to be laid off.
“We are hoping we do get the aid and
then it won’t be as bad as it appears,”
Mr. Parenti said.
The councilman laid the blame on
Governor Jon Corzine, who he said is
forcing higher property taxes by cutting state aid. He said the governor is
saying he is cutting property taxes by
forcing tax levy caps on municipalities.
“When the layoff comes…if it comes,
you have to have a plan and that’s what
we are doing,” Mr. Parenti said, noting
the borough had to plan for the “worse
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

system. “This is why we’re in the
situation we’re in,” Mayor Mahr said.
“The public needs to understand
that even if we get extraordinary
[state] aid, that just gets us to the 4
percent cap on the [municipal tax]
levy; we’re still facing a significant
tax increase,” she said.
As introduced, the borough’s
spending plan would result in a municipal tax hike of nearly 30 percent
without state aid. Borough Administrator Eleanor McGovern said the state
spending plan agreed to in Trenton
earlier this week likely means that
Fanwood will receive only about 75
percent of the aid that came in last
year, not including any extraordinary
aid for which the borough also applied.
“So we’ve basically been told to
look at what [we] got last year and
knock off 25 percent,” said Mayor
Mahr, adding that borough Chief Financial Officer Fred Tomkins, “is
going to start running the numbers”
in order to determine specific aid
amounts. “It’s confusing because state
aid is made up of so many different
pots of money,” she explained.
“As soon as we get the figures,
we’ll have them prepared for everybody,” Ms. McGovern said.
“Twenty-five percent less of anything, in these days, is a tremendous
reduction,” Council President Joan
Wheeler said.
“Any tax increase is not something
the public wants to see,” said Mayor
Mahr, adding, “We are [also] affecting employees’ lives, that’s for sure.”
The mayor said she is holding the
July 9 meeting to make it clear to the
public “where we are today” in terms
of the borough’s revenues, pension
obligations and state-mandated costs
“that we don’t have any control over.”
“This is not a spending problem,”
Mayor Mahr noted. “Our spending is
flat.”
Also Tuesday night, the governing
body approved a resolution renewing
a shared services agreement with
Scotch Plains. Under the agreement,
Fanwood’s tax collector works for
Scotch Plains for approximately eight
to 10 hours per week. “Scotch Plains
pays us for these services,” Mayor
Mahr said. “We’ve been doing this
now for two years.”
Following the meeting, the mayor
and council met in an executive session to discuss issues relating to collective bargaining agreements and
“matters relating to public safety and
property.”

Katie Rogers forThe Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

READY FOR GRADUATION...With the turf project almost complete, the new Scotch Plains-Fanwood fields are in great
shape for this year’s graduation ceremony. Work on the track will begin after graduation.

Council Receives Proposals
For Firehouse Renovations
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The township
council is expected to receive next
month more concrete cost estimates for
the significant renovations being proposed for the two firehouses.
Architect Michael Giambalvo and
Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis spent nearly
an hour on Tuesday night reviewing
with the council the details of the
planned improvements to the facilities,
located at the corner of Martine Avenue
and Raritan Road and behind the municipal building.
The northside building, which was
built in 1948 as a public works garage
and then renovated into a firehouse in
1969, has had no significant renovations since then, while the 50-year-old
southside building has only undergone
minor repairs over the years.
The southside firehouse is slated for
a major renovation, Mr. Giambalvo
told the council, including new floors
and ceilings, refurbished bathrooms, a
renovated and upgraded kitchen, new
flooring and lighting in the garage, a
new air conditioning system and a keyless entry system.
Plans for the northside firehouse call
for a small addition at the rear of the
two-story building to house an area for

Legislators Wrangle Over
State Budget in Trenton
By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRENTON — Governor Jon Corzine
and the State Legislature agreed on
$32.8-billion budget for the 2008-2009
fiscal year Monday. This budget includes cuts in state aid to municipalities, such as Fanwood’s loss of funds
“that we don’t have any control over,”
according to Mayor Colleen Mahr (see
Ted Ritter’s article on this page).
Such measures are a part of Mr.
Corzine’s “Financial Restructuring and
Debt Reduction Plan.” Mr. Corzine said
measures such as the budget cuts were
to account for the “$30-billion in debt
and staggering unfunded pension and
healthcare liabilities” that New Jersey
has “amassed,” according to his website.
Particularly important to Fanwood,
the budget cuts include $170 million

from state aid to municipalities. This
year’s state aid appropriations reduce
funds to municipalities below 10,000
in population by 25 percent, and the
amount by municipalities with populations over 10,000 by 2.42 percent.
“It’s a tight budget and a strong budget that reflects tough economic times,”
said State Senator Nicholas Scutari (D22, Linden). One result of a tighter
budget is that “municipalities must
tighten their belts,” he said.
Mr. Scutari also said this year’s budget was “almost historical” in its reductions of spending by a Democratic
majority.
Officials stated that that aid reduction itself should not result in more
than a $100 increase over 2007 average residential property taxes as cal-

additional storage on the ground floor
and a new kitchen area upstairs. In
addition, new walls, ceilings, floors
and a new air conditioning systemwill
be installed, the entire parking lot will
be repaved, the exercise area will be
renovated and the insulation will be
replaced.
In what Chief Ellis called an effort to
ensure “continuity of government,” in
the event the municipal building is inoperable, space will be available in the
northside firehouse for the police
department’s dispatcher, so that law
enforcement efforts are not interrupted.
Additionally, the firehouse will have
space for computers that will back up
the municipal building’s system in the
event of a computer problem in the
main building. Both buildings’ exteriors will be refaced as well, Mr.
Giambalvo said. Both facilities will be
more environmentally friendly by fea-

turing flooring and ceiling made from
recycled materials and more energy
efficient through the use of modern
electrical systems.
Chief Ellis said he was not sure
whether soliciting one bid for the two
buildings or separate bids for each facility would be more feasible. He did
tell the council that the work would not
be done concurrently. Councilman
Kevin Glover asked for a timetable on
how the work would be done so that
interruptions to the fire department’s
activities are kept to a reasonable minimum.
At its regular meeting next Tuesday
night, the council will hold what is
likely to be a lengthy public hearing on
an ordinance to establish a Special Improvement District (SID) in the downtown and nearby areas, including Park
Avenue, Front Street, Terrill Road, East
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Turf Installation Expected
To Be Completed by Aug. 15
By KATHERINE VOWELL
Specially Written for Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education officials said last Thursday that the installation of turf at the high school’s
football and soccer fields would be
completed by mid-August. Voters in
the two communities approved a $2
million referendum in 2007.
The board’s facilities committee
presented an update on the project,
where the funding director of the turf
committee presented a $20,888 check
to Business Administrator Anthony
Del Sordi for the project.
Mr. Del Sordi said the district is
“within the time frame to have both
fields completed by August 15.” He
also said construction on the track
would continue after the graduation
ceremonies are held. Mr. Del Sordi
presented board members and the
public with a slideshow highlighting
photographs taken throughout the
construction process.
“Managing a project of this scope
is no small effort,” Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes said. “The

rains certainly delayed the project,
but he [Mr. Del Sordi] stayed the
course.”
In other business, the meeting began with an instructional update on
the Jump Start program, where Hope
Swarts, program supervisor, introduced two teachers, Bernadette Hoyer
and Alyssa Schuchard, who presented
an overview of how the program is
constructed.
“We strive to create a high quality
learning environment,” Ms. Hoyer
said. “We provide a balance between
child-initiated and adult-initiated activities in our program,” the goal being to prepare children for making
their own decisions.
The Jump Start program is based
on learning through play. Each classroom has set up designated learning
centers where children are able to use
their individual creativity and imagination to develop life lessons. The art
center, dramatic play, toys and games
center, reading and writing center,
and the snack center all help to promote self-help skills and work on
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Scholarship Winners Named
By F-SP Rotary Club

AWARDS…This year’s winners of Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
scholarships attend the award luncheon on June 11 at Pantagis Renaissance
Restaurant. Pictured, left to right, are: back row, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Principal David Heisey, Marc L’Heureux, Ryan Bridge, SP-F
Superintendent Margaret Hayes, Robert Kraus and Blanchard Hiatt; front row,
Ming Lu, Bailey Cordinol and Lindsay Traiman.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
members were joined for lunch by
the winners of this year’s rotary
scholarships, on June 11, at the
Pantagis Renaissance Restaurant.
School Superintendent Margaret
Hayes and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Principal David Heisey
were also present to congratulate the
students.
The students each gave a brief talk
as to the colleges they would attend,
their goals in life and some
remembrances of their years in high
school.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club annually awards scholarships to
deserving senior students, along with
a prize to the valedictorian and
salutatorian.

The club also offers a special award
each year titled the “Turn Around
Award” given to the senior student
most improved in their grades and
student activities since their junior
year.
The winner of the award, Rheana
Rien, was not present at the luncheon.
Robert Kraus, chairman of the
awards committee reaffirmed the
presentation of the awards, and
Blanchard Hiatt, Rotarian, awarded
the “Turn Around Award” plaque.
The awards were as follows: Ming
Lu, valedictorian; Lindsay Traiman,
salutatorian and Rotary-Garbe
Scholarship; Bailey Cordinol, Adele
deLeeux Scholarship; Marc
L’Heureux,
Rotary-Garbe
Scholarship, and Ryan Bridge,
Rotary-Garbe Scholarship.

Katherine Vowell for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

FUN IN THE SUN... After last week’s heat wave, grandfather and grandson,
residents of Scotch Plains, enjoy the day in Tamaques park.
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Westfield Rescue Squad
Member Receives Award
WESTFIELD — Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad (WVRS) member
Drew Fleyzor has received the Overlook Hospital EMT Excellence Award.
The award, presented on May 30th,
was given in recognition of Mr. Fleyzor’s
“Outstanding service to EMS”.
Mr. Fleyzor is an emergency medical technician with five years experience and has been a member of the
WVRS for three years. He serves as
lieutenant in charge of the squad’s

three ambulances and is usually on
duty Tuesday nights.
“This was quite an honor and it is a
pleasure to serve the community of
Westfield as an EMT and squad member,” he said.
Prior to joining Westfield’s squad,
Drew was a member of the Clark Volunteer First Aid Squad for two years.
He works at On Time Ambulance,
based in Roselle, as an EMT, dispatcher and recruiter.

SPF Board of Education
Courtesy of Jonathan Delano

OUTSTANDING...Drew Fleyzor of the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad displays the plaque he received on May 30, as part of the Overlook Hospital EMT
Excellence Award.

Scotch Plains Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Second Street, a portion of Westfield
Avenue and on both sides of Route 22.
The ordinance, which was introduced
last week, includes a provision calling
for a first year assessment of $400 on
each property within the SID boundaries. A 13-member board of directors,
to be appointed if the ordinance is approved, will decide future assessments.
As was the case four years ago when
the council defeated a similar ordinance, vocal opposition has arisen this
year among business and property own-

ers, some of whom have signed a petition expressing their opposition to the
SID ordinance.
At last week’s council meeting, when
the ordinance was introduced, several
opponents were in attendance under
the mistaken impression that they would
be afforded an opportunity at that time
to voice their concerns.
Mayor Martin Marks and Deputy
Mayor Nancy Malool told them that the
public hearing on Tuesday, June 24, was
the time for views on the SID to be aired.

Fanwood Layoff Letter
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

case scenario” for both municipal employees and residents.
Mayor Mahr said the borough has
been in contact with Plainfield in efforts to save money on trash disposal
costs for seven municipal locations,
currently handled by an outside con-

State Budget
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

culated by the Division of Local Government Services. However, this preventative measure does little to counteract that “this budget directly increases people’s property tax and increases people’s utility bills” while
“not going far enough in more efficiently spending people’s money,”
said Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield).
“The budget is reneging on a promise to start phasing out a high utility
tax,” Mr. Kean said. Moreover, the
2008-2009 budget calls for tax increases “at a time when people are
hurting the most.”
“This budget, unlike the one proposed by the Republicans, is not making New Jersey more affordable,” said
Mr. Kean, saying the budget fails to
focus on transportation or the state’s
infrastructure needs. Moreover, “nobody really knows what’s in [the budget],” he said.
Mr. Kean’s statements echo critiques of the budget in the recent
weeks. The 2008-2009 budget has
sparked controversy from many
groups in addition to municipalities,
such as housing, environmental, labor and student organizations.
Accordingly, municipalities are not
alone in feeling the cuts. For example,
the 2008-2009 measures cut more
than $90 million from subsidies for
hospitals.
But despite complaints, Mr. Scutari
said the budget leaders had done “an
excellent job forging a strong budget.”
As of press time, calls were placed
to Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD-2, Fanwood) and Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) who
were in Trenton negotiating budget
measures and not available for comment.
The budget is currently going
through last stages of process, and is
set for a final passage on Monday,
according to the Star-Ledger. The
state budget is required by state constitution to be in place by July 1.
Asw. Linda Stender told The
Leader/Times on Wednesday, “We are
working very hard to develop a budget that ends the practice of spending
beyond our means and begins to solve
some of New Jersey’s financial challenges while still protecting the most
vulnerable members of our population. I believe that we are close to
achieving these goals but we still
have some work to do.”

tractor. Fanwood is also looking to the
county for grants to offset costs.
Fanwood resident and former Democratic Councilman David Pickering
spoke out against the possibility of
borough employees being laid off at
last week’s borough council meeting
on June 10, before the letters were
distributed.
During a phone interview on Monday, Mr. Pickering said he is “strongly
opposed” to the decision the council
has made. He said Fanwood could avoid
these job cuts without “extraordinary
aid from the state.”
Mr. Pickering suggested Fanwood
charge residents for their yearly cleanup,
as Scotch Plains does yearly. He also
recommended that residents be billed
separately for their sewer fees. By taking these two steps, Mr. Pickering said
many jobs could be saved.
“I think the public needs to be aware,”
he said. “This is totally wrong and not
necessary. They don’t realize how hardworking these people are, a lot of them,
at the end of the day, volunteer.”
“I don’t want to see Fanwood change,
it can’t. It’s too good of a place,” he said.

MS Taxes Increase
$800 K in Budget
By EBONY McQUEEN
Specially Written for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Borough Council Tuesday adopted its $10.5 million municipal budget in unanimous fashion.
Of the $10.5 million budget, roughly
$6.59 million will be raised through
local property taxes, an increase of
roughly $800,000 from 2007.
The levy’s $44,000 reduction was
caused due to an increase in state aid
and an increase in the surplus.
In a separate matter, a PODS (Portable On Demand Storage) representative, Orlando Silva, addressed the borough council concerning an ordinance
that would restrict the use and placement of PODS.
Mr. Silva said, “At times, we do
struggle with placing the PODS where
the resident asks for it. We understand
and we would not want a PODS (unit)
causing an accident.”
The ordinance, which passed on Tuesday, stipulates that residents must apply for a permit and pay a $50 fee prior
to placing the storage container on property. The unit may not sit on a property
longer than 30 days.
Borough resident, Ed LaTourette, of
Dunn Parkway, spoke of concerns regarding a borough-owned easement for
storm water runoff.
He said over the last 15 years the
easement has increased by 15 feet in
width and is destroying his deck.
Mayor Robert Viglianti advised Mr.
LaTourette to contact borough engineer Mike Disko.
The council concluded the meeting
by going into executive session to discuss an employee benefit program.

Raynor Denitzio for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

DRAWING THE LINE…Union County Police Officer Frank Catena rides his
horse, Justice, during Substance Abuse Awareness Day in Garwood on Saturday.
Hosted by Garwood Parents Draw the Line, the event enabled residents to enjoy
rides, games and demonstrations from local police agencies. Sue Baron, an
organizer of the event, said that the purpose of the day was “to show what a fun
family day you can have without drugs.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

various areas of development.
The program began when the district received the Early Launch to
Learning Initiative (ELLI) grant in
2004. Last year, two classes were offered at Brunner and Evergreen
Schools. Eligibility for the program is
determined by age and residence, and
priority is given to children with developmental needs or financial needs.
The board unanimously approved
the submission of the 2008-2009 ELLI
grant totaling $49,500, designated for
the Jump Start preschool program.
Also on the evening’s agenda, social studies department supervisor
Brad Siegel proposed three new social studies textbooks to next year’s
curriculum and world languages supervisor Linda Materna proposed six
world language textbooks. These
motions will be voted on at next
week’s public meeting on Thursday,
June 26.
Liz Knodel-Gordon, the high
school’s substance abuse coordinator, came before the board with a
proposal for a new health promotion
resource kit, which would replace the
current “Here’s Looking AtYou 2000”
kit. Ms. Knodel-Gordon said the current program is outdated and has become expensive to update and re-

place parts.
Research into a new health promotion kit started one year ago when
Ms. Knodel-Gordon began surveying other districts to find alternative
curriculums, and wanted to find a
program that would cover and meet
everyone’s needs.
According to Ms. Knodel-Gordon,
on May 8, teacher representatives
from five schools met to discuss the
new health promotion kit and were
happy with the results. Ms. KnodelGordon described it as “a
multidisciplinary program” that helps
to incorporate the state health requirements into the curriculum.
Following the committee reports,
the board passed the following motions: submission of amendment to
the Fiscal Year 2008 Individuals with
Disabilities Educations Act (IDEA)
application, Superintendent recommendations for staff training reimbursements, and the approval of bills
from May 7 to June 9, in the amount
of $2,744,303.
Prior to the meeting’s closure, members of the board offered congratulations to all students and staff that
participated in the recent string of
chorale performances from the elementary to high school level.

YOUNG TALENT…Last Saturday, at the Ashbrook Nursing and Rehabilitation
Center in Scotch Plains, students from Roosevelt Intermediate School voluntarily performed for residents. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mathew Lee,
Stephanie Tepper, Alexandra Davidson, Alexandra Jason, Keith Peterson, Pilar
Martinez, Sabrina Greene, Connor Breza, Victoria Bonsall, Rebecca Tunis,
Elizabeth Queisser, Alexander Rothfelder, Audrey Peterson, Caroline Ehrhardt,
Kieran Windorf and conductor Brice Freeman.

Mountainside Denies
Arirang’s Expansion Plan
By CAROLYN D. FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The planning board, last Thursday, unanimously denied Arirang Hibachi
Steakhouse and Sushi Bar’s submittal for a use variance, after a twoyear-long debate. The restaurant
wanted to expand its business by turning the 12,000 square feet of unused
space in the basement into a banquet
hall. The banquet hall would accommodate an additional 207 patrons.
The board has lingered on the controversial topic for about two years,
holding numerous meetings to discuss the possibilities.
Arirang is a restaurant located at
1230 Route 22, West. Behind Arirang,
parallel to Route 22, lies Beech Avenue, a heavily populated, residential
district. Many residents of Beech
Avenue and the surrounding area opposing the application have regularly
attended the meetings.
In order to get a full understanding
of Arirang’s legal capacity for expansion, experts were called to testify in
front of the planning board throughout the last two years. During last
Thursday’s meeting, John Chadwick
and Harold K. Maltz testified and
provided their opinions.
Mr. Chadwick is a licensed professional planner, who has previously
overseen hundreds of planning
boards. Taking spatial and traffic regulations into consideration, he said he
believes the restaurant needs to implement several changes in order to expand. If Arirang had strictly valet
parking, it would be able to expand
parking from 184 to 205 spaces. If the
restaurant voted against valet parking, another option to accommodate
the additional patronage, and use all
205 spaces, would be to hire people to
direct traffic through the parking lot.
This would change the previous clockwise traffic flow into a counter clockwise direction, thus filtering traffic
out of the back exit onto Beech Avenue.
This traffic flow and exit strategy
would safely allow for emergency
vehicles to enter and exit the premises.
Mr. Maltz, traffic and transportation consulting expert, agreed with
Mr. Chadwick’s proposals of valet
parking or regulated traffic within the
parking lot.
Mr. Chadwick also suggested in-

corporating a buffer to accommodate
the nearby residents, because of the
increased business the banquet hall
would potentially generate, and the
traffic that would increase in the residential streets. He said he believes
taking away parking lot spaces and
adding shrubbery to the outskirts of
the parking lot can accomplish this.
Mr. Chadwick said basically anything
that gives “a hint of something other
than a big parking lot” would be desirable. He said this would give back
to the community by offering “a dramatically different effect of the roadside view of this property”.
Numerous Beech Avenue residents
were in strong opposition to Arirang’s
expansion, and said they did not feel
the buffer suggested by Mr. Chadwick
was a fair proposal. Currently, the
residents are frustrated with the
amount of problems the restaurant
generates due to its popularity, and
said they feel an expansion of the
restaurant would increase their complaints.
The residents blame the restaurant’s
popularity for the influx of suspicious behavior, drunken patrons and
robberies on their street. Also the
restaurant provides an unwanted
amount of noise and trash, and lights
from cars often shine into resident’s
homes, residents said.
Local residents said they feel the
traffic on Beech Avenue, as proposed
by the new parking plan, stands to
endanger their families.
Jacquie Mahon, Beech Avenue resident, said there are no sidewalks on
the street and her children often play
outside at night. She spoke out against
the proposed plan.
“Instead of living next to 22, they
are bringing 22 to my house,” Ms.
Mahon said.
She said this would possibly endanger her children, and the numerous other children that live on the
street by exposing them to increased
chances of getting hit by a car or
abducted.
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BECOMING AWARE...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School displays a
wrecked car to remind students not to drink and drive as graduation approaches.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Tuesday, June 10, the apparent theft
of an Apple iPhone, valued at approximately $400, was reported at a
Stoneleigh Park residence.
Wednesday, June 11, Marcus
Rawls, 40, of Newark was arrested on
the 100 block of Prospect Street on a
shoplifting offense and an outstanding Rutherford criminal warrant with
bail of $130. Bail on the shoplifting
offense was set at $1,000. Rawls was
held at the Westfield Police Department pending the posting of bail.
Friday, June 13, police arrested
Christina Wichoski, 18, Suzanna
Cross, 19, Joshua Newberg, 21, and
Mark Boyle, 21, all of Westfield, on
charges of possession of more than
50 grams of suspected marijuana,
possession of cocaine, possession of
a controlled dangerous substance in a
school zone and possession of drug
paraphernalia. The arrests occurred
on the 500 block of Cumberland Street
during the investigation of a suspicious motor vehicle. All four were
released after processing.
Saturday, June 14, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Lamar Ingram, 20, of Linden was
arrested at North and South Euclid
Avenues on an active warrant out of
Linden.
Scotch Plains
Tuesday, June 10, a resident of
Spruce Lane reported that someone
used his credit card without authorization to purchase $700 worth of
merchandise.
Wednesday, June 11, a resident of
East Second Street reported that someone has been calling her during the
day and night but just yells and hangs
up.
Thursday, June 12, a resident of
Highlander Drive reported that someone entered her vehicle and removed
several items valued at $200.
Thursday, June 12, a resident of
Aberdeen reported that someone entered her vehicle and removed approximately $100 worth of items.
Sunday, June 15, Tajah Bacot, 18, of
Middlesex was arrested for obstruction of justice after police responded
to a report of a rowdy group in front of
a store on Route 22. While dispersing
the crowd, Bacot became loud and
refused to leave the area, police said.
According to police, he was processed
and released after posting bail.
Sunday, June 15, police responded
to a report of a disturbance at a Route
22 gas station. Upon arrival, police
discovered a customer arguing with
an attendant over how much gas was
pumped and the price to be paid,
police said. According to police, the
officer settled the dispute and the
customer agreed to pay the money.
Sunday, June 15, Lamont Moseley,
23, of Hackensack was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation. He was transported to headquarters where he was
processed and released with a summons, police said.
Monday, June 16, Albert Hopkins,
46, of Brooklyn, NY was arrested and
charged with DWI after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. He was
transported to headquarters where he
was processed and released with a
summons, police said.
Fanwood
Wednesday, June 11, Robert Roy,
Jr., 28, of Roselle was arrested on a
Union County Sheriff’s Department
no-bail warrant after a field investigation on Martine Avenue. According to police, he was turned over to
the Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Saturday, June 14, Zyykirrah M.
Casado, 23, of Plainfield was arrested
for obstruction of justice for providing police with false documentation
after a motor vehicle stop on North
Avenue. According to police, she was
processed and released after posting
bail.
Saturday, June 14, Nyeesha S.
Coleman, 19, of Plainfield was arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on North Avenue for an outstanding
warrant out of Minehill. According to
police, she was processed and released after posting bail.
Sunday, June 15, Santiago Z. Vidal,
48, of Westfield was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue for outstanding warrants out
of Bordentown and Newark. According to police, he was processed and
released after posting bail.
Sunday, June 15, a resident in the
100 block of Westfield Road reported
that someone removed a 10-foot dingy
valued at $4,000 from his property
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 11
a.m.
Sunday, June 15, a resident of
Woodland Avenue reported that someone knocked down their free-standing mailbox.
Monday, June 16, a resident of
Scotch Plains reported that someone
keyed their vehicle while it was parked
in the 100 block of Pleasant Avenue.
Monday, June 16, a resident of the
100 block of Chetwood Place reported
that sometime between midnight,
Friday, May 30, and noon, Sunday,
June 15, someone attempted to enter
their residence through a side door.
Police said entry was not gained.
Mountainside
Friday, June 13, Victor A. Soria,
48, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with driving without a license after being involved in a motor
vehicle accident on Route 22. He was
also charged with multiple outstanding warrants, police said.
Friday, June 14, Ferdinan
Maysonet, 52, of Jersey City was
arrested and charged with driving with
a suspended license after being
stopped for allegedly being involved
in a motor vehicle crash.
Saturday, June 14, Michelle C. Lee,
28, of Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding warrant in the amount of
$165 after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22.
Sunday, June 15, Michael P.
O’Connor, 22, of Westfield was arrested and charged with DWI after
being involved in a one-car motor
vehicle accident.
Sunday, June 15, Trevorald Parrish,
19, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license and leaving the scene of an
accident after being involved in a
motor vehicle accident on Route 22,
which he is suspected to have been
the driver.
According to police, officers noticed a car behind a business on Route
22 that had crashed through a fence.
While turning around to inspect the
scene further, police noticed three
individuals inspecting a car parked in
a closed service station, authorities
said. According to police, the three
individuals stated that their car was
sideswiped by the vehicle that they
witnessed crashing in to the fence.
Parrish was apprehended approximately a mile down Route 22 along
with a juvenile and Asion K. Harris,
19, of Scotch Plains, who was arrested and charged with leaving the
scene of a motor vehicle accident and
failure to report a motor vehicle accident after he was apprehended by
police in the vicinity of the accident.

AMELIA BEDELIA…At Brunner School, author Herman Parish carries on the
misadventures of Amelia Bedelia, created by his Aunt Peggy Parish. Mr. Parish
revealed where the character Amelia Bedelia came from, and explained where he
gets his ideas. A surprise visit by Amelia Bedelia was a highlight of the day. Five
lucky students had lunch with Mr. Parish. Pictured, in the bottom row, are: Zach
Carter, Mary Hubbard and Micayla Mirabella. Top row: Amelia Bedelia (Mary
Kay Cunningham) Jonathan Kriney, Francesca Dobies and Herman Parish.
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Gov. Nominates Hunnicutt
For State Comm. Position
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – After being tapped
for a position on the State Employment Training Commission (SETC),
Westfield’s Alice Hunnicutt explained
how her time spent helping the disabled community has prepared her
for what is to come.
Saying she is “very excited to have
a voice at the table,” Ms. Hunnicutt
sat down with The Westfield Leader
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
last Friday, to discuss her role on the
commission.
The Westfield Board of Education
member said a general function of
her role on the commision is to assist
those with disabilities and their families in the search for employment
following high school.
Ms. Hunnicutt said with her work
on the Statewide Parenting Advocacy
Network (SPAN), where she helping
those with special needs, that she can
lend a “voice” to those with disabilities.
Ms. Hunnicutt stressed that for a
large percentage of the disabled community, joining the workforce after
high school is “just as good of an
outcome” as going to college.
“I feel strongly that they should
have every opportunity to become
taxpayers and have a job, not be dependent on public assistance,” Ms.
Hunnicutt told The Leader and The
Times.
She said those with disabilities benefit from a sense of autonomy gained
through working. In addition to helping the disabled leap over the inherent hurdles they face, Ms. Hunnicutt,
oftentimes, must stress to parents that
they not “overprotect” their children.
“They should have that dignity to
go out and get a paycheck. It’s exciting,” she said.
Ms. Hunnicutt said her job involves
not only equipping the disabled community with the skills and training
necessary to join the work world, but
also assuaging the fears of businesses
that are hesitant to hire those with
special needs.
“We serve two customers,” Ms.
Hunnicutt said, explaining that, as a
member of SPAN, she helps to ensure
that those with disabilities receive
job coaching, so that they are able to

“keep up.”
In addition, she works to help the
disabled community overcome stereotypes that they face from prospective employers.
Often, employers worry about the
costs of extra accommodations for a
disbaled person, and informing them
of their relative inexpensiveness is a
key role of Ms. Hunnicutt’s work, she
said.
Governor Thomas Kean established
the non-partisan SETC in 1990, to
“provide each citizen of the state with
equal access to the learning opportunities needed to attain and maintain
high levels of productivity and earning power.”
After the nomination by Governor
Jon Corzine, Ms. Hunnicutt now
awaits “senatorial consent” from State
Senators Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield,
Nicholas Scutari of Linden and
Raymond Lesniak of Elizabeth, which
she expects to occur shortly.
The commission meets formally
between six and eight times annually,
but sub-committees meet more frequently throughout the year. Ms.
Hunnicutt will serve as a volunteer,
earning no salary or pension.
Ms. Hunnicutt said that as a mother
of children with disabilities that she
can speak authoritatively to parents
about the entire process and “reach
them in a way that a person who is
credentialed, but hasn’t experienced
[it first-hand], couldn’t.”
Between 49 and 51 million individuals nationwide are classified as
having special needs, and Ms.
Hunnicutt said this “underutilized
segment of the population” deserves
a chance.
Assisting people with disabilities
is one element of the SETC, which
works to establish one-stop career
centers, tackle issues of diversity and
equity, and promote adult literacy,
among other goals.
Henry Plotkin, executive director
of the SETC, said, “As the economy
evolves...we need policies and programs to meet those needs.”
“She [Ms. Hunnicutt] was responsible for giving persons with disabilities a fair shake,” Mr. Plotkin
said. “It’s a labor of love for Alice,
and we’re thrilled to have her on
board. It’s a wonderful appointment.”
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Downtown Westfield
Summer Activities Reviewed

A “HAND” IN NEED…John Panosh, town bell master and curator of the
Westfield Town Clock, holds the plaque displaying 156 names of businesses and
residents who contributed to the 1993 restoration of the Town Clock. Taxdeductible donations are once again sought to upgrade the clock.

Funds Sought to Upgrade
Circa 1886 Town Clock
WESTFIELD — The October 1993
restoration of the Westfield Town
Clock was the first since new hands
were installed on the dials in the early
1940’s. Before that time, little attention was paid to this 1886 E. Howard
tower clock.
According to John Panosh, town
bell master and curator of the
Westfield Town Clock, the clock, significant in Westfield’s history, and
which strikes each hour, still runs by
pendulum movement and weekly
winding.
When it was purchased, not long
after the end of the Civil War, using
funds and donations raised from 1885
to 1886, by the citizens and businesses of Westfield, the Town of
Westfield chose to place the clock,
with its then four dials, in a central
location and near the busy railroad,
Mr. Panosh said.
It was the town’s decision in 1886,
in agreement with the Church’s trustees, to make the Methodist Church
caretakers of the clock wherein it
would also assume responsibility for
maintenance.
The First Methodist (Episcopal)
Church building of 1877, was demol-

ished in 1910, to make way for the
current edifice. The clock was moved
to its new home with only two dials
and the huge 2,048-lb. bell.
Still looking out over the plaza and
the town center, as it has for 122
years, the dials and wooden hands
have endured weather conditions of
all sorts. The 14-karat gold plating of
the hands, numerals and minute
marks, which make the dials visible
from long distances, are showing the
test of time and climate, Mr. Panosh
said, noting that some minute marks
have loosened and the black dials
need to be “spruced up.” The minute
hand on the West dial is warping and
in danger of a “slow death.”
Donations are being sought to underwrite the repairs estimated at
$8,000. The Town Clock Fund, established in 1993, once again will accept
donations of any amount.
Those wishing to help make the
2008 restoration possible should mail
donations to: The Town Clock Fund,
C/O The First United Methodist
Church, One East Broad Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. Donations are
tax deductible. Visit the church
website at fumcwestfield.org.

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) announced summer activities, business
additions and closings, streetscape
improvements, historic clock repair
and parking updates.
Summer events downtown will include the 12th Annual Sweet Sounds
Jazz Festival to be held every Tuesday night in July and August. The 7th
Annual Downtown Westfield 5K and
Pizza Extravaganza will be held on
Wednesday, July 23.
Melinda Lane, specializing in
’tween apparel and accessories “for
the young, fun, fashionable girl,”
opened at 208 Lenox Avenue next to
Bittersweet Designs.
Allstate Financial and Insurance
Services relocated to 519 South Avenue W. at the Route 28 circle.
With a Cherry on Top ice cream
store opened at 210 South Avenue W
(next to Manhattan Bagel).
La Belle Vie, a European fashion
accessories business, opened at 15
East Broad Street (next to G.O.
Keller’s and across from PNC Bank).
Huggins Flooring opened at 406
W. Broad Street (across from
Westfield Auto Wash).
Staples Print and Copy Shop will
open at 225 E. Broad Street in the
former location of Kaybee Toys.
Verizon Wireless will open at 109
North Avenue W. in the former location of Blockbuster.
Gaucho’s BBQ and Grill has closed
at 615 South Avenue W.
Fitness Together, 222 North Avenue W. has relocated to Cranford
(now The Next Step in Fitness).
Allied Business Machines, serving
the community for 37 years at 301
South Avenue W. has relocated to
Clark.
Artifacts by Elise, 129 E. Broad
St., has closed its second location in
Westfield.
According to DWC Director Sherry
Cronin, some of the vacant stores in
town are normal, but the town is in
high demand with retailers – Although
too early to disclose, new stores will
open soon.
The improvement plan for South
Avenue streetscapes is underway to
include both sides of the street from
Central Avenue to Westfield Avenue.
The work will include new sidewalks,
lighting, landscaping and crosswalks.
The bidding process will take place
soon and construction is expected in
late summer of 2008.
The clock hanging on the building
over the corner of Elm and E. Broad
streets since the 1930’s is being restored following its recent malfunction. According to Ms. Cronin, building owner Dominick Verdic (DWC
Chairman) took the clock down almost two years ago in hopes of restoring it.
DPW employee Richard Edge, Jack
Gordin of Gordin and Sons Jewelers
and Mr. Verdic spearheaded restoration of the clock. It should be reinstalled soon. Mr. Edge managed the
project, restored and repainted the
housing and engaged electrician Frank
Chestnut to replace the connections
and lighting. Mr. Gordin replaced the

two-sided clock mechanism. Mr.
Verdic funded the restoration.
Tuesday night jazz will take place
from 7 to 9 p.m. on sidewalks and
street corners, for nine consecutive
weeks from July 1 through August
26. Rain dates will be the following
Wednesday evenings at the same time.
Bands will be located on Central
Avenue in front of the former Bombay
Company, the lawn in front of the North
Avenue Train Station, the corner of
East Broad and North Avenue and at
Elm Street in front of the Baptist Church,
DWC assistant director Beth
Brenner said, “We have a mix of great
bands, which played in past festivals,
as well as new bands this year. Sweet
Sounds has become so popular that
we have to turn away many talented
groups.”
The schedule of performers is:
July 1: Full Count Big Band, Ron
Kraemer and The Hurricanes, Arturo
with Alison Kalaher, and Nicole Hart
and the NRG Band.
July 8: Marlene VerPlank, Roamin
Gabriels, Eric Mintel Quartet and
Richard Reiter Swing Band.
July 15: David Aaron Quintet,
Scarlett Moore, Taino and Mike
Kaplan Nonet.
July 22: Linda Ipanema, Gordon
James, Bob DeVos Organ Trio and
Grupo Yuri.
July 29: B. D. Lenz, Carrie Jackson,
Karl Lathan Group and Butterball.
August 5: Jennifer Wright, Sarah
Partridge, Emilio Teubal and La
Balteuband, and Radam Schwartz.
August 12: Swingadelic, Chuck
Lambert Band, Cobra Brothers and
Glenn Alexander.
August 19: Summit Stompers,
Sandy Mack Band, Lauren Schub
Trio and Chris Colaneri Quartet.
August 26: Dr. Dubious and the
Agnostics, Scott Hunter and The Soul
Searchers, Stringbean and the Stalkers, and the Dave Leonhardt Trio.
While listening to the music, patrons are invited to dine at Westfield’s
restaurants, shop, and stroll through
the downtown.
Free one-hour parking tokens are
available at many retail stores downtown.
The Town of Westfield has completed renovations to municipal Parking Lot 1, including adding spaces
and conversion of over 100 spaces to
short-term use. The layout, lighting,
landscape and drainage have been
improved. Additional pay stations
have been installed. A drive-through
connection between Elm and Prospect streets has been added.
Parking is free in non-numbered
permit spaces after noon in Lot 3, at
the South Avenue train station, Monday through Friday. Parking is free on
Saturdays in non-numbered permit
spaces in Lots 3, 6 and 9.
On-street parking meters have a
10-minute free button if the meter is
expired.
Parking is free everywhere on Sundays and holidays.
For more information about downtown events in Westfield, call the
DWC at (908) 789-9444, or see
WestfieldToday.com.
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Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Expert minimally invasive surgery at Overlook Hospital.
An incredibly small incision. That’s all it takes for our surgeons to open arteries, remove
gall bladders, and routinely perform most types of surgery, including weight loss. We’re
the first primary angioplasty site in the state. And one of the first hospitals in the state
®

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

to treat stroke patients using the FDA cleared minimally invasive Merci Retriever. By

changed financial circumstances, residence

employing these procedures, we can help our patients experience less pain and faster

removal from New Jersey, visitation

recoveries, with many going home the same day. We start out small. So you get big results.
For a referral to a surgeon using minimally invasive techniques call 866-412-1860. For more
information or to sign up for a free, personalized e-newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.

modifications and transfers of custody.

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net
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Morin Elected to Third
Term as GOP Chairman
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Union County
Republican Party Chairman Phil
Morin was reappointed, June 10, to a
third, two-year term. The Cranford
resident was unopposed in his quest.
Mr. Morin and his slate of officers
were appointed by a tally of 103-0.
The Union County Republican Party
committee has over 330 members.
Appointed along with Mr. Morin
were Kenilworth Mayor Kathi
Fiamingo, vice-chairman; John
DeSimone of Clark, associate vicechairman; Patricia Quattrocchi of
Garwood, associate vice-chairman;
William McClintock of Scotch Plains,
treasurer, and Westfield Councilman
James Foerst, secretary.
“[It] was as smooth of an election
as I could have expected. But the
work is ahead of us. It’s a big election

Peek at the Week

year,” Mr. Morin told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times following the meeting at the Orange Avenue School in
Cranford.
He said turnout was likely reduced
due to a heat wave with temperatures
reaching 100 degrees by 6:30 p.m. at
the start of registration for the meeting.
“Tonight is just the beginning of
another two-year process,” he said.
Mr. Morin said he was encouraged
this year by the decision of the campaign of likely Republican Presidential
nominee, Senator John McCain, to open
a New Jersey office in Woodbridge. He
said the New Jersey grass roots coordinator for the McCain Campaign is a
Berkeley Heights resident.
Looking at possible gains on the
county level, Mr. Morin said the party
wants to “build for next year,” a Gubernatorial election year.

erty on the National Register of Historic Places in July 2005. Through
research, some important inhabitants
of the property included Brig. General John Myrick, from 1841 to 1855;
William Stitt, the proprietor of the
Westfield Hotel, from 1872 to 1898;
William Edgar Reeve, who purchased
the property in 1906, and lived there
until his death in 1962, and, subsequently, his son Edgar Reeve, who
occupied the house until his death in
December 2001.
The Reeve House was deeded to
the Town of Westfield in 1985, from
Ralph and Edgar Reeve, the only descendents of the Reeve family. The
deed was contingent upon the agreement that Edgar Reeve would live the
rest of his life in the house and that the
town would use the property only for
charitable, municipal or other public
non-profit purposes.
The fundraising campaign is underway for the rehabilitation and restoration of an Italianate-style 1875
residence and an addition of an archives building on 1.62 acres adjacent to Mindowaskin Park.
The Reeve property will become a
new historic and cultural center for
the community and a permanent home
for the Westfield Historical Society
museum and an extensive collection
of archives. A carriage house will
link to the house for handicapped
accessibility, and humidity and temperature control will be added for the
more delicate archives.
Tax-deductible contributions
may be sent to Westfield Historical
Society, P.O. Box 613, Westfield,
N.J. 07091. To volunteer, call (908)
654-1794,
or
e-mail
info@westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

The Wall Street Journal reported
that Mr. Johnson had received $7 million in home loans — some of which
may have been below average market
rates — from Countrywide Financial,
a partner of Fannie Mae and a leading
purveyor of sub prime mortgages. Mr.
Johnson, who was to head the committee, led John Kerry’s Vice President selection panel in 2004.
Former Deputy Attorney General
Eric Holder and Caroline Kennedy,
the daughter of former President John
F. Kennedy, are the remaining members of the vice presidential pick panel.
NJEA Takes Ads Out Critical
Of Pension, Health Care Cuts
The New Jersey Education Association (NJEA) has been running advertisements critical of a Democratic
legislative package of bills to revamp
pension and health care benefits for
future public employees, according
to The Associated Press.
Governor Jon Corzine initially proposed incentives to 3,000 state workers to save $457 million within three
years, but would increase pension
costs by $517 million. Legislators
said they want to balance that plan
with benefit cuts for newly hired workers, while eliminating benefits for
part-time workers.
Legislators, Corzine Reach
Agreement on Budget
State legislators have reached an
agreement on the state budget with
Governor Jon Corzine. Some $20
million in aid to towns and hospitals,
and $9 million to keep state parks
open, have been restored.

Meet The Press Host Russert
Remembered By Industry
Members of the mass media and
elected officials, including President
George W. Bush, remembered NBC’s
“Meet The Press” host Tim Russert,
who died Friday of a massive heart
attack while in NBC’s studios. He
had just returned from a vacation in
Italy with his wife, Maureen, and son,
Luke, to celebrate Luke’s graduation
from Boston College.
Prior to joining NBC in 1984, Mr.
Russert was press secretary for former
New York Governor Mario Cuomo
(D-NY) and chief of staff for the late
Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan (DNY). He hosted Meet The Press for
17 years, the longest run for a moderator in the show’s 60-year history.
Dobbs Says He Won’t Run
For Governor in New Jersey
The Associated Press has reported
that Lou Dobbs, host of CNN’s Lou
Dobbs Tonight, has denied reports that
he is considering running as a Republican for Governor of New Jersey next
year. A Sussex County resident, he has
been registered as an Independent since
2006, after changing from a Republican.
Obama’s VP Panel Head Quits
Over Mortgage Controversy
James Johnson, a former Fannie
Mae chief executive, resigned on June
11, from Senator Barack Obama’s
vice presidential search committee
following controversy over low-interest home loans and lucrative business deals, according to the Houston
Chronicle’s website.
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Merkt: Residents May Not
Get to Vote on Future Debt

Peyton's

Westfield Hist. Society Sets
Reeve House Renovation
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Historical Society has been working on the
historic Reeve House project located at
314 Mountain Avenue. In the last several months, asbestos abatement, mold
remediation, removal of oil tanks, soil
remediation and roof repairs have taken
place, in addition to the exterior carpentry and painting work.
Several contractors have helped and
provided generous in-kind donations,
including: Star Painting, TMG Engineering, Sherwin-Williams, Gemini
Electric, Atlas, Paul Davis Restoration, Oil Tank Services, Vincent Perry
and Bartlett Tree Service.
Most recently, the enclosed side
porch from the 1930’s was removed
to restore the original wraparound
porch, which was built with the
house in 1875. After soliciting several bids, Regal Restoration of
Westfield was awarded the work for
the porch and Thomas DiGiorgio of
Westfield is the architect overseeing the work.
Karrie Hanson, chair of the Building Design Committee, said, “Restoring the porch to its original state
is significant because not only does
it demonstrate our commitment to
historic preservation, but it engages
our imagination. ‘Meet me at the
Reeve House, Meet me on the porch’
has become our slogan to energize
the membership and future members for all the possibilities that will
begin on the porch,” she added. “We
are imagining a plethora of new
programs: walking tours, engagement of Westfield students and leaders of its important history and
more.”
The Westfield Historical Society
obtained a listing for the Reeve Prop-
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TRENTON — Assemblyman Richard Merkt (LD-25, Randolph) said
last week that two legal opinions he
received from the nonpartisan Office
of Legislative Services (OLS) confirm that a debt “reform” resolution,
approved by a Senate committee on
June 9, would not guarantee that future debt would be put before voters
after it is passed by the Legislature.
“The truth is, Trenton remains ruled
by a self-centered, self-serving and
self-perpetuating political elite that
has no interest in listening to the will
of the people of New Jersey,” said Mr.
Merkt, the Republican Appropriations
Officer. “It is willing to create the
illusion of democracy by proposing a
meaningless constitutional amendment, because it will take years for
most folks to figure out that the
amendment does not work and that
they have been swindled. Meanwhile,
tens of billions of dollars in new bonds
will be issued, the money will be
spent, and the public will be left holding the bag – all business as usual.”
Mr. Merkt said the two legal opinions from OLS concluded that the
proposed amendment would not stop
either more school construction debt
or toll road “monetization” debt from
being issued without voter approval.
According to OLS’s first opinion,
the New Jersey Supreme Court is
unlikely to require any additional state
borrowing for school construction to
go to the voters for approval.
“As a result, New Jersey voters will
have no say in Governor Jon Corzine’s
proposal to indebt them for yet another $2.5 billion for school construction in the Abbott Districts, regardless of whether or not the proposed constitutional amendment

passes,” Mr. Merkt said. He said the
OLS concluded that the proposed
amendment would also be “ineffective” in preventing $38 billion in new
borrowing proposed by Governor
Corzine, to be issued through his
“Public Benefit Corporation” without voter approval, as part of his toll
road “monetization” initiative.
Mr. Merkt said the proposed amendment would not guarantee the people
of New Jersey a vote on more than
$40 billion in new borrowing currently proposed in Trenton.
“The state presently owes $35 billion in long-term debt, so this means
that state-authorized debt could more
than double over the next couple of
years without the people’s consent,
even if the proposed amendment to
the state constitution is ratified,” he
stated. “The only way to achieve true
reform on state debt is to pass a comprehensive constitutional ban on any
state-authorized borrowing, whether
direct or indirect, without the people’s
prior approval in a referendum.”
He said a GOP plan has been “buried”
in a state committee by Democrats.

GOP Holds Conference
On GOP Caucus Policy
WESTFIELD — Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield), chairman of the Assembly Republican
Policy Committee, was set to hold a
press conference at the Statehouse in
Trenton at press deadline yesterday on
the new Republican Caucus Policy
Perspective. The conference was to
outline the GOP’s policy, including
budget alternatives, healthcare, the
Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH) and the environment.

Wines & Spirits

Store Open
Sunday

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars

VISIT OUR
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are
on Sale!

the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

Debit
Cards

ShopRite Wines & Spirits has always been synonymous with great prices,
variety and service. We carry the finest wines for the most discriminating
palate at impressive prices.

90

Conundrum 2006
Soft tropical notes of guava and cherimoya, also peach and honeysuckle. The rich
perfume is supported by concentrated and focused layers of peach and apricot
nectar, pear and green melon with spicy vanilla notes. The creamy
$
texture and balanced acidity carries through the palate for a long finish.

92

WINE
SPECTATOR
POINTS

90

Prices effective through
Tues., July 1, 2008
Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

WINE
SPECTATOR
POINTS

WINE
SPECTATOR
POINTS

21.99

Joseph Phelps Napa Cabernet 2005
Smooth-textured, supple and harmonious, with subtle layers of currant, spice, herb,
anise and light cedary oak, ending with a graceful mix of ripe fruit and fine-grained
tannins. Drink now through 2013.
$

39.99

Chimney Rock Cabernet Stags Leap 2005
Elegant and supple, showing herb, tobacco and tea-laced currant and black cherry
flavors that are complex and well-proportioned, with a long, lingering finish. $

39.99

Allegrini Amarone 2003

. . . . . . .Classic
VINTAGE 95-100
90-94 . . . .Outstanding
85-89 . . . . . Very Good
RATING 80-84 . . . . . . . . . Good
. . . . . . . Average
SCALE: 70-79
60-69 . . .Below Average

Reveals a super-opulent, engaging texture packed with sweet cocoa, dark fruit, cassis,
blackberries, roasted coffee beans and licorice. It finishes with notable length and
surprising finish for the vintage. This medium to full-bodied wine is an
$
outstanding example of a more restrained, clean style of Amarone.

64.99

WINES WITH
RATINGS OF

90 Points or More... For $30 or Less!

Grgich Hills
Fume Blanc 2006

Allegrini La Grola
2004

Qupé Syrah
Central Coast 2006

Crisp and refreshing, with
fragrant lime, mango, Meyer
lemon and papaya flavors that
are delicately balanced,
finishing with mouthwatering
acidity and a smooth, rich
texture. Drink now.

Made from super-ripe fruit that
is decidedly structured and
explodes from the glass
with an array of earthiness,
blackberry preserves, sweet
toasted oak and new leather.
It too is a superb value. Best
between 2008-2014.
Wine Adovcate : 90
$19.99

There is a lot of edge to
this complex, meaty Syrah.
The fruit has a high toned
cranberry character and the
aromas are full, with rose-tothe-petal-to-the-metal intensity.
It ends firm and fresh.
Wine & Spirits : 91 $14.99

Wine Spectator : 90

$24.99

Honig Cabernet 2005

QUEST
CHRONOGRAPH.
Solid or gold-plated
stainless steel.
Silvertone dial.
Swiss quartz.

®

Dill laced oak and dried currant
and black cherry form a rich,
tight, complex core of flavors
that give this a tight focus and a
long, persistent finish. Drink
now through 2013.

Wine Spectator : 90

Rocca Delle Macie
Chianti Classico
Riserva DOCG 2004
This is full and rich with lots of
mineral, berry and vanilla
character. Round and silky; long
and satisfying. A smart buy.

$26.99

Wine Spectator : 90

Shingleback
Shiraz 2005

$19.99

Honig
Sauvignon Blanc 2006

Powerful and intense on the
nose, with jammy blackberry
fruit framed by lashings of
vanilla, but more intriguing
and complex on the palate,
as the flavors add layers of
cola, coffee and chocolate.
Wine Advocate : 90 $14.99

A pleasingly rich texture
dominated by citrusy grapefruit
flavor. It is smoky and a little
honeyed. Great with roast
sturgeon or other fleshy fish.
Wine & Spirits : 90
$12.99

OF THE MONTH
Cat Amongst The Pigeons
Shiraz/Cabernet 2006
This Shiraz/Cabernet has a nearly impenetrable
color. The aromatics offer brooding black fruits,
tar, espresso and licorice. On the palate it
borders on opulent with gobs of sweet fruit,
ripe flavors and a remarkable long, pure finish.

$15.99

Wine Advocate: 91

Cat Amongst The Pigeons
Shiraz 2006
Opaque purple with an alluring nose of spice
box, pepper, blueberry and blackberry. Opulent
on the palate, this full-bodied wine has layers of
flavor, ripe fruit, excellent balance and enough
structure to evolve for a few years.

$15.99

Wine Advocate: 92

Wine
Enthusiast
Points
M-F 10:00 – 5:30 • Thurs. til 7:30
Sat. 10:00 – 5:00

Delicate, well-balanced Prosecco,
showing a good blend of baked
apple, sour lemon and grapefruit,
with a lightly creamy mineral texture on the palate. Medium froth,
with some body and a pleasant
lemon and mineral finish.
Wine Spectator : 90 $10.99

Concha y Toro 2005
Casillero del Diablo
Reserva Privada
A blend of Cabernet Sauvignon
and Syrah, this Reserva
Privada offers currant and black
pepper scents over a firm
texture; its tannins support the
wine's refreshing fruit character.
Wine & Spirits : 90 $14.99

Treana White 2006

SPECIAL

90

La Marca Prosecco NV

Sincerity Organic Wines

Merlot/Cabernet
Sauvignon 2003

Chardonnay 2004

With depth of fruit and lushness,
coffee, popcorn and chocolate
appear throughout its creamy, rich
profile. Along the way, berry and
cassis flavors thrive.

Your Choice!

With plenty of power and style,
butterscotch, apple and almond
smother the bouquet while exotic
pear and banana flavors blend
harmoniously with clean toasty
barrel notes. Quite impressive.

$13.99

This 2006 white is as rich and
crisply acidic as ever, with
fantastically complex, honeyed
tropical fruit, apricot and floral
flavors that taste like they
have a touch of botrytis.
Wine Enthusiast : 94 $16.99

Bouchaine
Chardonnay 2005
Nice, dry and complex, a crisp
wine with quite a bit of
minerality undergirding the
fruit and oak. Feels fine and
balanced in the mouth, and
should take a couple years
in the cellar.
Wine Enthusiast : 90 $18.99

Heidsieck
Monopole
Blue Top NV

Elegant and expressive, this
delivers floral, pear and toffee
flavors matched to a creamy
texture. Beautifully integrated,
this lingers nicely on the
mineral finish. Drink now
thru 2010.
Wine Spectator : 91 $26.99

Neyers
Chardonnay 2006
A dry white table wine, this
Chardonnay has a nice, smoky
nose of hazelnuts, honeyed
citrus, and a touch of tropical
fruits in medium to full-bodied
wine with, again, great fruit
purity, richness and zesty
underlying acidity.

Wine Advocate : 90

$21.99

Tasca Lamùri
Nero d’Avola 2004
"Immediately appealing with its
bright ruby color, frutti di bosco
flavors and fresh pine forest
aromas, this wine packs plenty of
stuffing onto its lithe frame. It
feels simultaneously modern and
ancient, a rich savor that's firmly
Mediterranean. A sleek partner
for grilled rack of lamb."

Wine & Spirits: 90

$14.99

Bennett Lane
Maximus 2005
Aromas of dark cocoa, plum,
ripe black cherry and subtle
hints of vanilla. Flavors of
black cherry, plum, blueberry
and subtle layers of cinnamon,
nutmeg and cedar on the
palate. With elegant, velvety
tannins that enhance the
mouthfeel, the wine has a long
fruit driven finish.

Wine Spectator : 90

$24.99

MORE GREAT WINE VALUES
Pio Cesare
Barolo 2003
Has fabulous blackberry and
mineral, with hints of toasty
oak. Full-bodied, with chewy
tannins and a long, long
finish. Very concentrated, yet
racy and structured...
Gorgeous. Best after 2009.
Wine Spectator : 91 $49.99

La Crema
Sonoma Coast
Pinot Noir 2006
Engaging aromas of ripe, round
cherry, floral notes, spicy clove and
licorice. Cherry continues in the
mouth, melding with rich plum,
orange peel and tea leaves over a
mouth-watering jamminess. Balanced
acidity and firm tannins round out a
long, lingering finish.
$17.99

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirts of Westfield, 333 South Ave., (908) 232-8700. All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Prices and products featured are available only at participating
ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores listed above. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold
to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Effective Wed., June 11 thru Tues., July 1, 2008.
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Is Education Pressured by an
Unrelenting Drive for ‘Perception?’
The staff of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times congratulates all graduating seniors from the Class of 2008. We know how rigorous high
school can be and applaud your achievement.
The task of graduation is impossible without the support of wonderful teachers, staff, parents and many in the
communities – so kudos to everyone.
Westfield and Scotch Plains curricula are challenging,
and students are well prepared for the college environment. The pressure to achieve in school, however, is
demanding, and we wonder if that pressure has led to a
system that puts too much stock in GPA and rankings –
thus diluting the meaning of education?
Has the quest for perceived perfection become more
important than the quest for knowledge?
In the sports world, performance-enhancing drugs have
tainted time-honored records. The New Jersey political

scene has become rife with shady figures making backroom
deals to pad their pockets. Elections are now decided by
how much money a candidate can spend, making skeptics
of the public.
It is becoming harder to discern whether accolades are
deserved or whether they were garnered via unscrupulous
means. These are some of the matters that members of the
Class of 2008 must ponder as they enter the next stage of
development.
For instance, according to our calculations, 456 Westfield
High School students will graduate this month. In the last
honor roll, 204 students were on the honor roll. That’s 45
percent of the graduating class.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s Fanscotian’s
recent editorial (shortened for space constraints), below,
shows that the problem is not only Westfield-centric. It is
global, and it is spreading.

Do You Really Deserve Your ‘A’?
Grade inflation is the proverbial 800-pound gorilla in
the corner of every classroom of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS).
As defined by ACT, Inc., the organization that administers the ACT college entrance examination, grade inflation is the increase in students’ grades without an accompanying increase in their academic achievement.
It is a known fact that grade inflation is happening on a
national level in both high school and college, and it
shows no signs of slowing down.
At SPFHS, grade inflation is the product of its own
environment, a suburban melting pot of high-pressure
parents, administrators and supervisors, college-bound
students and untenured teachers.
It comes in many different forms, most commonly extra
credit opportunities and declining grading standards. It
might also contribute to the troubling statistic uncovered
by Assistant Principal Ed Braun: 55 percent of all report
card grades from the 2006-2007 school year were A’s.
Maureen Basta, former SPFHS English teacher and
current guidance counselor, summed it up well: “A’s used
to be memorable, but now they just seem to be commonplace.” In the modern era of education, a grade can be a
self-esteem booster, a reward for class participation and
work effort or a message communicating improvement,
rather than a reflection of learning.
Why is there grade inflation? It clearly has something
to do with teachers. Eighty-two percent of SPFHS teachers who completed a recent poll reported that they inflate
grades. When asked if they had observed instances of
other teachers inflating grades, one teacher remarked that
“teachers talk about it openly,” while others described
grade inflation as “rampant.”
Many experts reason that untenured, inexperienced
teachers fan the flames of grade inflation by relying on
easy grading policies so that they do not upset any parents
or students along the road to securing tenure. In our poll,
a teacher admitted, “As a non-tenured teacher, I inflated
grades in order to avoid conflict with a parent. I considered that a smart survival tactic.”

According to a 2003 study by the University of California at Los Angeles, 70 percent of students at private
universities and 53 percent of students at public universities graduated from high school with an A average.
But this artificial inflation of students’ grades inevitably backfires. Incoming students arrive at college lacking
the proper knowledge and skills that their misleading high
school grades suggested they had already mastered.
Students themselves also contribute to the problem.
Many of them take bad grades personally and get visibly
upset rather than reevaluating their work and coming to
the realization that the grade, surprisingly enough, reflects the content of their work.
“I try to give a B, and all of a sudden people are crying,
literally crying,” one teacher remarked. Students in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood district have been spoon-fed inflated grades since they set foot in an elementary school,
which probably explains the 242 students who recently
achieved high-honor-roll status (roughly one in seven
students).
To finally make sense of grade inflation and curtail its
prevalence, the school needs to agree on what a grade
really is. The school community needs to agree that a
grade is still, by definition, a measure of the student’s
mastery of content in the classroom.
In a situation like this, in which teachers are consciously inflating grades and submitting to the will of the
community’s parents and students, some professional
autonomy could help.
Final thought for the Class of 2008: If America is
lagging behind other industrialized nations in the education of its children, would it not benefit today’s students to
be offered some “tough love”? If everyone is treated as a
genius, how is improvement measured? Regardless of
where you stand on this issue, please accept our sincere
congratulations on a job well done and be safe while you
celebrate.
Success can’t be regarded as an entitlement. “The
harder you work, the luckier you get.” – Thomas Jefferson,
et al.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Scotch Plains Township

Special Improvement District
Questions and Answers
Councilwoman Nancy Malool
On June 24, the Scotch Plains Township Council will be voting on an ordinance to create a Special Improvement
District (SID). In the past, there has
been a great deal of misinformation
circulated about a SID – some of it
produced by people who genuinely do
not understand the details and some of
it produced by people who have intentionally tried to sabotage the project. I
would like to provide interested residents with the facts.
What is a SID? It is a partnership between the local government and the business community for the purpose of revitalizing the district. The township council
empowers the business community to
make improvements to the district.
How is it funded? A special assessment
is levied on the properties located in the
district.
How much will this cost me? The first
year, all property owners in the district
will pay a flat fee of $400.
Does the town, the school district or the
county take any of the money? No, the
money is reinvested in the downtown.
How much will this cost me after the
first year? After the first year the board of
directors will determine the fee with approval by the town council.
I’m a business owner, not a property
owner. Will I still have to pay? The assessment is levied on the property owner,
but he/she may pass the fee on to their
tenant. Review your individual lease to

determine how such fees are handled.
Who is on the board of directors? The
board is comprised of 13 people from the
following areas: three business or property owners from Park Avenue; two business or property owners from Front Street;
two business or property owners from
Route 22; two business or property owners from East Second Street; one business
or property owner from Westfield Avenue; one resident who does not own
property or operate a business in the district; one representative from the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional Association; one member of the township council. These members will be initially be
appointed by the township council on
June 24.
What will the SID do for me? The SID
is designed to increase customer base;
expand business opportunities; improve
advertising and promotions; provide better appeal to investors; access grants and
fundraising; recruit new businesses; enhance landscaping and streetscaping.
Have other SIDs been successful? More
than 60 SIDs that have been created in
New Jersey over the last twenty years,
including those in Westfield, Cranford
and Summit, continue to thrive and provide benefits to property and business
owners.
If there are still unanswered questions,
I encourage people to contact me at
nmalool@scotchplainsnj.com or to attend
the public hearing on June 24.

Letters to the Editor
‘We Can’t Do Anything About It’
Attitude Is not the American Way
I am the Rambling Drive resident referred to in your recent article regarding
the Scotch Plains Council’s budget approval. I believe Mayor Martin Marks
allowed me significantly more time to
make my remarks (and our subsequent
interchange) than was utilized by the other
two speakers.
Consequently, I was disappointed to
read that discussion was reduced to my
questioning “…the council about excessive spending…”. Spending alone was
not the crux of my remarks. My main
issue is the ever-increasing property taxes
and the “We can’t do anything about it”
attitude noted in the mayor’s letter to the
residents of Scotch Plains — as well as the
remarks made by the Chairman of the
Union County Board of Freeholders [Angel Estrada] as reported by your newspaper in March of this year, that it is impossible not to raise taxes.
Given the increases about to be imposed by the town and the county, my
taxes will have increased by 106 percent
and 77 percent respectively over the last
16 years. As I stated during my remarks,
I find that position to be unacceptable and
want to know what the council proposes
to do about it.
I also pointed out that my concern over
future increases is heightened by the fact
that the revenues needed to balance the

budget contained an increase of about
$425,000 to Anticipated Surpluses and
the utilization of $500,000 of reserves.
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato’s comments about the increased sewage fees
the town will incur next year exacerbated
that concern.
As I noted, New Jersey didn’t get to
have the highest property taxes in the
country overnight and, I recognize that it
can’t get out of this mess overnight either.
Keeping a tight grip on expenses is, in my
opinion, the day-to-day responsibility of
the town’s departmental managers. Since
I am not intimately knowledgeable of the
details of their initial appropriations requests, I am not qualified to challenge
them. In my view, that is the job of the
town’s manager and the council. I note
that the appropriations request that was
submitted to the council in February was
reduced by slightly less than one percent.
Nibbling at the edges of the departmental
appropriation requests will not fix the
problem.
I look to the council to come up with
more strategic plans to address this issue.
Throwing in the proverbial sponge and
passing the buck is not leadership! Furthermore, it is not the American way!
John Cirrito
Scotch Plains

Fanwood Notice of Layoff
Editor’s Note: This letter was sent last
week to all employees of the Borough of
Fanwood.
Dear [Borough employee],
This letter will serve as official notice
that the Borough of Fanwood will engage
in a reduction of force in your Department commencing on or after August 1,
2008. However, at the present time, it is
not possible to determine the exact affect
that this layoff action will have on each
employee.
The layoff and job elimination is expected to be permanent.
The reason for this layoff stems from
economic and budgetary reasons.
Both the affected employees and the
supervisors will be notified of these determinations prior to the effective date.
If you have any questions, please contact Eleanor McGovern, Business Ad-

ministrator, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023, (908)-3228236. Information concerning the State
Dislocated Worker Unit can be obtained
by contacting the New Jersey Department of Labor “Rapid Response Team” at
the following address:
New Jersey Department of Labor Response Team
Labor Building, Room 1013
Trenton, New Jersey 08625
Tel. (609)-292-2074 or (800)-342-3919
You will be receiving additional information from the Borough’s Clerk office
within the next several weeks about your
benefits entitlement.
Very truly yours,
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Administrator/Clerk
cc: Allan Roth, Esq.

Layoff Notices Shows Fiscal Prudence
Of Fanwood Mayor, Borough Council

Status: Review of School District Superintendent Contracts
Today, Tuesday, June 17, The Leader/
Times was given 21 of the 23 county
school superintendent contracts requested from the county superintendents’ office. The contracts from Elizabeth and Plainfield, Abbott school districts, were not provided; and we reaffirmed our OPRA request for these
contracts.
Two weeks ago, New Jersey Education Commissioner Lucille Davy ordered all school districts to submit copies of superintendent contracts to county

super-superintendents for review of potential abuse. The commissioner urged
the public to review the contracts. In
response, this newspaper submitted an
Open Public Records Act (OPRA) request on June 2 to Union County Superintendent of Schools Carmen
Centuolo for e-mail copies of all the
county school district administrative
contracts.
The Westfield School district on its
own initiative provided The Westfield
Leader with a copy of their contract

with the superintendent along with the
BOE agreement with the Westfield Association of Administrators and Supervisors.
We have posted all information received for the public to view at
goleader.com/features. It will take us a
few days to post the information just
received. We will post the Elizabeth
and Plainfield school contracts as soon
as we receive these documents. We
solicit public analysis and comment to
assist us in our review and reporting.

As Fanwood Borough Council President and candidate for re-election to the
Borough Council, I believe the recent
delivery of layoff notices to all borough
employees demonstrates the fiscal prudence and social responsibility of the
mayor and council. Fiscal prudence is the
guiding principle of all economic decisions made by the governing body.
The decision to send layoff notices to
all employees was based on months of
reviews by the borough department heads
and the mayor and council. The increasing cost of salaries, health insurance, pensions, uniforms and other contracted items
is the greatest expense to the borough.
Faced with a real budget deficit due to a
reduction in revenues and a decrease in
state aid to municipalities under 10,000
residents, which could not be forecasted
early in the year, a review of all expenses
was required.
A significant deficit was identified
which required the council to approve the
possibility of layoffs and to send the notices to each employee. State budget details will not be available to the mayor and
council until approximately July 1. With
tough decisions ahead, including possible layoffs, the socially responsible action was to notify all employees as soon
as it became evident that there will not be
funds available for the continued employment of all current borough employees.
The Borough of Fanwood is not acting
in isolation; the League of Municipalities
is projecting layoffs throughout the state.
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and the
borough council made the decision to
notify employees as soon as it became
evident that a reduction in personnel was
necessary. This was done in the best interests of the borough. One thing is certain:
the Borough of Fanwood is not laying off
everyone. We will continue to explore
every avenue available to the borough
during this time of decreasing revenues
and mandated reductions in state funding.
Fiscal prudence to the residents and

social responsibility to the employees will
continue to be the guiding principles for
economic decisions made by the governing body of Fanwood.
Joan Wheeler
FW Council President

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Reliction – Land left uncovered by
the recession of the sea
2. Rectirostral – Having a straight bill
or beak
3. Deave – To confuse or stun with
noise
4. Boreen – A lane leading from the
main road
CHURRUS
1. A gum resin which oozes from the
Indian hemp
2. An outside staircase
3. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with
eggs and bread crumbs
4. Crude borax
CHUKKER
1. Second-class; something of lesser
value
2. One of the periods into which a polo
game is divided
3. A gopher
4. A concealed dungeon with a trap
door at the top
LANATE
1. Discolored or blackened
2. Excessively sweaty
3. Having a notched, indented or scalloped edge as certain leaves.
4. Covered with a hairy substance or
wool
DICHOSTASIS
1. Spontaneous subdivision
2. In biology, the cessation of natural
selection in generation
3. State of exaustion; worn out
4. Motionless; inert

See more letters on page 5

Letters to
the Editor
Resident Grateful to
Rescue Squad, Police
I cannot thank enough the Fanwood
Rescue Squad and the Fanwood Police
Dept. for their prompt response on Saturday, June 6, to the 911 call I made when
the site of a procedure my husband had
the day before started to hemorrhage.
I regret that the names of the policeman
and rescue workers escape me, because
of my focus on my husband’s condition.
Thank you for the service you provide
to the community, and thank you for
being there for us when we needed you.
It was gratifying to see so much dedication and skill at work. Bless each one of
you.
Mary McKeown-Parran
Fanwood
Editor’s note: Fanwood Rescue Squad
members on that call were 2nd Lt. Tom
FitzGibbon, Bob Hoyer and Bob Kruthers.
The Fanwood Police Officer who responded was Cpl. Marc Gottlick.

Thank You: Police, Fire
And Rescue Squad
We would like to thank the fire departments from Fanwood, Scotch Plains,
Plainfield, Cranford and Union County
who responded so quickly to the fire at
our home in the early morning hours of
Monday, May 26. We would also like to
extend our thanks and gratitude to the
Fanwood police and rescue squad members who responded to lend their help.
We wish to commend the alertness of
Scotch Plains Police Officer Matthew
Mahoney, who was the one who observed
fire and smoke issuing from the rear of the
house. He awakened us, made sure we
were out safely, and immediately contacted the fire department, preventing
greater damage to our home. We shall
forever be grateful to him.
To say we are thankful is an understatement of our recognition of what Officer
Mahoney, all the emergency service personnel, and our neighbors and friends did
for us. They will always be in our thoughts.
Alicia and John Paardecamp
Fanwood

Councilman Glover’s Budget Ideas
Mislead Scotch Plains Public
The June 10 Scotch Plains Town Council meeting was truly an eye-opener to
me. The public hearing and vote on the
budget were held, among other business.
I am amazed to discover that Councilman
Glover will blatantly mislead the public
in order to gain votes for his mayoral
campaign.
As someone who attended the work
sessions of the council leading up to last
night’s meeting, I can attest to the fact that
hours were spent attempting to find solutions to lower the taxes, within the mandates set forth by the State of New Jersey.
Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool, who does
have a masters degree in municipal management, proposed the majority of the
actual cuts in the budget. In the following
session, Councilman Glover set forth his
suggestions, mainly recycled from those
made by Deputy Mayor Malool.
Other ideas of his could not work because they were outside the directives
mandated by State regulations. (For example, certain township employees must
be given a certain raise to keep their
salaries commensurate with the cost of
living.) This is a far cry from the tale
Glover told at the budget hearing of being
the lone ranger out there trying to cut
taxes, while the rest of the council was
callously raising taxes. He claimed to
have seen financials and alluded to a tax
freeze in two letters to the editor and then
failed to deliver on plan because his ideas
were simply unfeasible.
His thinking is similar to that we have
seen in the real estate market. Overly
optimist buyers borrow today in the hopes

of having a huge home now, only to be
foreclosed by the bank when the economy
enters a decline. This is not the kind of
mayor we want to see in office: one who
cuts taxes for a few years only to ruin the
financial standing of the town.
Surely, the voting public is smart
enough to see through this hollow promise. The people of Scotch Plains need to
look to leaders who are interested in the
public good and who see their roles as that
of public service, not self-service.
Mary DePaola
Scotch Plains

Thought for the Week
A safety notice written on the exit door
in the control room of a nuclear power
plant:
“Will the last one out of the room
please turn out the lights.”

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
Phone - (908) 232-4407
For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help
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Letters to the Editor
Writer Says Tension at Scotch Plains
Council Meeting Was not Reported

Beth Budnick for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LIKE OLD TIMES…Members of the Holy Trinity Class of 1948 caught up at
their 60th high school reunion last Saturday. Pictured, left to right, are: Mari
Magnier, Tony Rossi and Bernadette Burke. See photos at goleader.com/photos.

Holy Trinity Class of ’48
Reunites after 60 Years
By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – They traveled from
Japan, Florida and New Hampshire.
They had been cheerleaders, varsity
baseball players and the class president. More recently they played the
roles of schoolteachers and investment bankers. They were members of
the Holy Trinity School class of 1948,
and this dynamic group attended their
60th high school class reunion on
Saturday, June 14, at Giovanna’s Restaurant in Plainfield.
The event brought together 12
members of the class. The original
class had 53 students, 16 of whom are
now deceased, according Fred
Chemidlin, the classmate who organized the event.
Mr. Chemlin, who owns Family
Investment Bankers in Fanwood, is
the only one from the group who
continues to reside in Westfield, he
explained. Mr. Chemlin said he was
determined to have the reunion, and
began preparations as long as seven
or eight months ago.
Although the class had remained
relatively connected since their graduation, this reunion was not without
surprises; some classmates had not
seen each other in 35 years. Richard
“Dick” Pfaff, for example, an avid
Your State Legislators
---LD-21--Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R), Westfield
(908)-232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R), Westfield
(908)-232-2073
Asm. Eric Munoz (R), Summit
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22--Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D), Linden
(908)-587-0404
Asw. Linda Stender (D), Scotch
Plains
(908)-668-1900
Asm. Jerry Green (D), Plainfield
(908)-561-5757

baseball player while at Holy Trinity,
circled the party covering his nametag
with his hand, much to the gleeful
puzzlement of his former classmates.
Yet, for most of the schoolmates,
time had not withered their ties. To
former classmate John “Jack”
Cassidy, Mr. Pfaff said, “I knew who
you were right away!”
“We had a camaraderie,” said
Maureen Magnier. “We can still get
together and talk like nothing had
changed.”
“I like the people. We all just really
get along,” Bernadette “Bernie” Burke
said. “Simple as that.”
Particularly because of the school’s
small size, “We kept in touch,” said
Mari Bonini.
The reunion brought back many
memories for the former schoolmates.
“I’ve got tears in my eyes,” said
Eleanor DeAndrea, a Holy Trinity
cheerleader in her day. She sat next to
fellow former cheerleaders Ms. Burke
and Ms. Magnier. Despite the 60
years’ time, the women remain close.
And, according to Ms. DeAndrea,
“I’ve still got the arms!”
The class’ last reunion, in 1990,
had taken place in Japan at classmate
Father Jim Jackson’s parish. Holding
the reunion in Japan was originally
suggested as a joke, but it grew into a
full-fledged trip, one fondly recalled
by the class members in attendance at
the reunion last Saturday. Father Jackson was transferred to Japan in his
practice as a clergy, and continued to
reside there. At the reunion on Saturday, “Father Jim” led his fellow members of the class of ’48 in prayer.
Anthony “Tony” Rossi, the class of
’48 president, made an appearance in
his wheelchair, much to the delight of
his former classmates. “He was a real
hunk,” Ms. Burke said to chuckles.
Others made up for lost time. Leo
Joseph Zaccarin signed a classmate’s
yearbook, next to the photo of his
18-year-old self, and explained, “I
didn’t manage to get around to this
60 years ago.”

I attended the Scotch Plains township
meeting on June 10, which included the
2008 budget hearing. In the following
days, I read two newspaper accounts of
that meeting. The coverage by The Scotch
Plains Times was very disappointing, failing on many levels to communicate the
truly contentious atmosphere of the meeting, which was every bit as turbulent as
the thunderstorm raging outside on Tuesday night.
By contrast, the coverage in The Record
Press was not only more accurate, but
captured certain nuances that enable the
reader to understand the political undercurrents of the budget meeting proceedings. Here are some important aspects of
the meeting missing from The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times coverage:
The meeting was unusually well attended by concerned citizens. There was
a resounding round of applause three times
during the meeting. The first applause
broke out when Councilman Glover very
eloquently and succinctly explained why
he was voting against the large tax increase encompassed in the budget, especially this year, when global economic
turmoil threatens us all.
The second round of applause occurred
when Mr. Glover introduced a resolution
to change the township’s phone service,
which has not been reviewed or changed
in the last 10 years, thus saving the town
approximately $30,000 per year.
There was a third round of applause for
Gloria Brody, from the Scotch Plains Library, who talked about all the wonderful
programs available at the library, and the
popularity that the library is enjoying.
Finally, The Times article failed to report
a number of the township’s business
people were in attendance, specifically
expecting public discussion of the SID
(Special Improvement District) ordinance.
The council voted to introduce the ordinance, but deferred any discussion of the
SID ordinance until the June 24 meeting.
One of the businessmen, visibly irritated about the squelched SID discussion,

confronted and accused Ms. Malool of
misleading them into thinking the discussion was going to take place that night.
Unruly grumbling and chatter among
the audience ensued, prompting the township attorney Mr. Levine to intervene and
explain that this is the way things were
done, and there would be no SID discussion that night. The mayor, furious at the
disruption caused by failure to allow the
SID discussion, abruptly adjourned the
meeting without even allowing the usual
opportunity for public comment, which
assuredly would have been focused on
the SID ordinance.
Yet none of this charged atmosphere
was captured by The Times coverage. The
local newspapers have an obligation to
fairly inform the public of the workings of
local government in an unbiased way.
Through the sin of omission, The Times
failed to live up to that ideal this week.
Chris Thompson
Scotch Plains

Eight Women Receive
Police Building Tour
WESTFIELD -- Eight members of
the Home Life Department of the
Woman’s club of Westfield were recently given a tour of the Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich-Union County Police Safety Building in Westfield.
Lieutenant Ronald Esposito of the
Union County Police Department
conducted the tour.
The ladies saw the recordkeeping
room, the police communications
center and the surveillance area where
hidden cameras were detailed. The
ladies were also introduced to the
health division, traffic bureau, marine unit and community services.
The ladies said they found the experience to be interesting and educational.

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

LEARNING THE LAW…Eight members of the Women’s Club of Westfield were
given a tour of the Union County Public Safety building. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Anne Magnotti, Anne Galante, Nita McHugh, Marjorie Wieseman,
Nina Foley, Delores Kilkenny, and Helen Assmann.

Watchdog Claims Need For
Turnpike Project is Unclear
AREA – According to policy
watchdog group, Tri-State Transportation Campaign (TSTC), New Jersey Turnpike Authority (NJTA) data
shows that driving on the New Jersey
Turnpike has been relatively stagnant
since 2005, bringing into question a
$2-billion project to widen the Turnpike between exits 6 and 9.
“With driving on the Turnpike flat
lining because of rising gas prices
and other trends, should we be spending billions to expand a roadway? We
say the answer is ‘no,’” said Kate
Slevin, executive director of the
TSTC.
TSTC says recent data from the
NJTA shows that the number of vehicles using all seven New Jersey
Turnpike entries in the project area
(Exits 6, 6A, 7, 7A, 8, 8A and 9) has
stagnated from April 2005 to April
2008. The most recent annual data
shows traffic on the roadway actually
declined 1.1 percent between 2006

and 2007.
TSTC says the basis for the Turnpike project was based on pre-2002
data, when traffic growth rates were
much higher.
According to TSTC, the new data
also brings into question NJTA’s traffic growth projections through 2032
where NJTA predicts annual traffic
increases of 2.4 percent northbound
and 3.4 percent southbound: numbers that are much higher than actual
trends.
The $2-billion project would add
up to three lanes in each direction
to the Turnpike between exits 6
and 9.
The Tri-State Transportation
Campaign said cheaper alternatives, such as an updated variable
tolling scheme, a freight management corridor or more mass transit, could offer greater congestion
reduction benefits “at a fraction of
the cost.”

Stender Blames Bush, Calls on
Opponent Lance to Oppose Big Oil
FANWOOD – According to a press
release from Asw. Linda Stender (LD22, Fanwood), last week the Bush
Administration and Senate Republicans blocked the Consumer First
Energy Act proposed by Democrats
by a vote of 51-43. She said the bill
would have ended $17 billion worth
of tax breaks for big oil and instead
used that money to invest in renewable energy sources.
According to Democrats supporting the bill, the legislation would
have added a “windfall” profits tax
on big oil companies, would have
helped end price gouging that is driving gas prices to record highs -- gas
prices rose to over $4.04 per gallon,
marking the fifth consecutive increase
and fourth straight record-setting day
for the price at the pump.
“While New Jersey families
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struggle to pay record prices at the
pump, big oil companies continue to
benefit from tax breaks and record
profits,” said Ms. Stender, Democratic
candidate for Congress in New
Jersey’s 7th District.
“I call upon my Republican opponent, Sen. Leonard Lance, to join me
in opposing the Bush Administration’s
reckless policies of tax breaks for Big
Oil and a refusal to invest in renewable energy sources, which hurts New
Jersey families,” Ms. Stender added.
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Get acquainted with Dr. Grantham
Free Exam, complete digital X-rays, and Consultation
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Poet-Author Frank Finale
To Appear at Local Library

UNITED EFFORT…Mini-Golf tournament coordinators Tyler Becker, Brian
Maehl and Evan Weinberg, pictured left to right, celebrate the success of the May
17 event benefiting the Westfield United Way (WUW). Funds raised at the
tournament, held at the Hyatt Hills Golf Complex in Clark, will help the WUW’s
various member agencies.

Mini-Golf Tourney Raises
Over $7,000 to Help WUW
WESTFIELD – Another successful mini-golf tournament to benefit
the Westfield United Way (WUW)
was held on May 17 at the Hyatt
Hills Golf Complex in Clark. More
than 300 participants came out to
play at this third annual event and,
together with many hole sponsors
and contributors, helped to raise over
$7,000.
Executive Director Linda Maggio
and United Way board members congratulated the coordinators of the
event, Tyler Becker, Brian Maehl
and Evan Weinberg, for their efforts.
Tyler and Brian are students at
Westfield High School, while Evan
attends the Academy for Information Technology at the Union County

Book Sale to Be Held
At Library Saturday
GARWOOD – In conjunction with
the borough’s town-wide yard sale,
the Garwood Public Library will hold
a book sale on Saturday, June 21,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
The library will be open the extra
hours until 3 p.m. to accommodate
yard sale shoppers. Hardcover books
will be priced at 50 cents, paperbacks at 25 cents, and videos and
audiobooks at $1.
Bag day will be held on Monday,
June 23, when participants may fill a
brown bag with as many items as they
wish for $5. The Garwood Public
Library is located at the corner of
Walnut Street and Third Avenue.

Vocational-Technical Schools in
Scotch Plains.
Funds raised during the event will
help the 18 human service agencies
that receive support from the WUW
to continue their programs that serve
the community.
There were multiple winners the
day of the tournament, with prizes
awarded in the following categories:
Grade 2 and Under, Robbie Faktor;
Grades 3 to 5, Dakota Williams;
Grades 6 to 8, Natalie Chuck; High
School, Sean Elliot; Female Adult,
Lisa Korn, and Male Adult, James
Meylor.
Additionally, golfers were presented with gift certificates for making a hole-in-one on selected holes.
The WUW congratulated all the winners and announced that it is already
looking forward to next year’s tournament. For further information about
the WUW and the agencies it serves,
call the office at (908) 233-2113.

Hiking Club Provides
Variety of Activities
COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a regular schedule
of hiking and bicycling activities designed to provide wholesome recreation and enhance physical fitness.
Most events take place in central
and northern New Jersey. Membership dues are $10 per year. Guests are
invited to try out the club before joining. To request a complimentary
schedule, call (908) 527-4900.

Open House
at Sunrise of Westfield

WESTFIELD – Poet and author as its publishing organization, the
Frank Finale will give a reading and Ocean County Poets Collective. For
sign books at the Westfield Memo- 10 years he served as editor-in-chief.
Additionally, he taught elementary
rial Library on Wednesday, June 25,
school for 38 years, retirat 7 p.m. Mr. Finale has
ing from East Dover Elhad more than 350 poementary School in 2002.
ems and essays pubHe was named to the State
lished in more than 100
of New Jersey’s 2002
different books, jourGovernor’s Teacher Recnals and magazines.
ognition Program and was
A resident of Bayville,
listed in “Who’s Who
he is known for books
Among America’s Teachabout the New Jersey
ers: The Best Teachers In
shore, including “To The
America Selected By The
Shore Once More” and
Best Students” (Fifth Edi“To The Shore Once
tion, 1998 and Eighth EdiMore, Volume II,” as
tion, 2004).
well as the children’s
Frank Finale
Mr. Finale, who holds a
books “A Gull’s Story”
Master of Arts degree from Fairleigh
and “A Gull’s Story, Part II.”
Since 1996, he has been poetry Dickinson University, has had poems
editor of the new renaissance, an and essays published in the Christian
award-winning international maga- Science Monitor, the New York Quarzine of ideas and opinions, empha- terly, Journal of New Jersey Poets,
Coast Magazine and New Jersey Outsizing literature and the arts.
In 1983, he helped found the liter- doors, among other publications.
This program is open to Westfield
ary magazine Without Halos, as well
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. The library is located at
Health Events on Tap
550 East Broad Street. Interested
individuals may register at the
At Westfield Area ‘Y’
WESTFIELD – Area residents are library’s Circulation Desk or call
invited to pick up a free colorectal kit (908) 789-4090, extension no. 4140.
and educational information from
La Leche to Meet
Overlook Hospital Community Health
clinicians on Tuesday, June 24, from
Today In Fanwood
10 a.m. to noon at the Westfield Area
FANWOOD – The La Leche
“Y.” No registration is required.
On Wednesday, June 25, Overlook League (LLL) of Westfield will meet
personnel will perform free blood pres- today, Thursday, June 19, at 10 a.m.
sure screenings at the “Y” from noon at Forest Road Park in Fanwood.
to 2 p.m. Counseling and educational There is a community room availmaterials will be available. Registra- able in case of rain, and a parking lot
tion is required and may be done by located off the Woodland Avenue
calling (800) 247-9580. The “Y” is entrance to the park.
“The Art of Breastfeeding and
located at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.
Avoiding Difficulties” is this month’s
main discussion topic. New, experiRecycling Collection
enced and expectant mothers are inSet For Electronics
vited to attend, and children are alAREA – Principia NP will host an ways welcome.
The mission of LLL International
electronics recycling collection day
on Saturday, June 21, from 8 a.m. to is to help mothers worldwide to
12:30 p.m. It will take place at the breastfeed through mother-toShiloh Baptist Church, located at 515 mother support, encouragement, information and education, and to proWest 4th Street in Plainfield.
Area residents are welcome to bring mote a better understanding of
their unwanted computers, monitors, breastfeeding as an important elekeyboards, printers, DVDs and com- ment in the healthy development of
puter components to the 5th Street the baby and mother.
La Leche League of Westfield, the
entrance to the Shiloh Baptist Church.
Appliances such as televisions, stoves local Union County group, will join
and refrigerators will not be collected. the Highland Park LLL group to celPrincipia NP is a New Jersey non- ebrate World Breastfeeding Week at
profit organization. For more infor- a picnic on Saturday, June 28, from
mation about the electronics recy- 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Johnson Park
cling collection, call (908) 400-1363. Grove 1 on River Road in Piscataway.
It will serve as a fundraiser to
benefit LLL in the United States,
local groups and the LLL
Breastfeeding Helpline. For more
information, call Ronnie at (908)
964-1360, Michelle at (908) 6072518 or Mari at (908) 233-6513.

Miss Kathryn A. Bengtson and Jonathan W. Jones, Jr.

Miss Kathryn Bengtson
To Wed Jonathan Jones, Jr.
Ms. M. Dale Bengtson of West
Newton, Mass. and Christopher A.
Bengtson of Norton, Mass. have announced the engagement of their
daughter, Miss Kathryn A. Bengtson,
to Jonathan W. Jones, Jr. He is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan W. Jones of
Westfield.
A 2000 graduate of Newton North
High School, the bride-to-be graduated from the University of Vermont
in Burlington in 2004 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science. She currently is employed with
Bank of America’s legal department.
Her fiancé graduated from
Westfield High School in 1996 and

SPFSA Announces
Scholarship Winners
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Soccer Association
has announced the winners of its annual scholarship program. Greg
Giardiello, vice president of finance
for the association, presented awards
to six seniors at last month’s annual
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Awards Ceremony.
The scholarship awards ranged
from $500 to $1,000. Recipients were
chosen based on a combination of
need and merit. Common traits included academic excellence, community service, leadership abilities
and a demonstrated love of soccer.
Winners included Alyssa Straniero,
Robert Cunningham, Edward Kahn,
Jaclyn Lazarus, Alana Bencivenga
and Gregory Bencivenga.

received a Bachelor of Science degree in Management and Technology
from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, N.Y. in 2000. He currently is a second year graduate student pursuing his Master of Business
Administration degree at Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute.
The couple will be married in August 2008 in Newton, Mass. and will
reside in Colonie, N.Y.

Single Jewish Friends
To Dine at Steakhouse
AREA – The Circle of Single Jewish Friends 49+ has planned a Meet
and Eat luncheon this Sunday, June
22, at noon at Charlie Brown’s
Steakhouse, located at 247 Raritan
Road (Route 27) in Highland Park.
The cost to attend is $3 plus the
price of a meal off the menu and the
tip. To respond for this event, call
Roberta at (908) 668-8450.

Temple Sisterhood Sets
Rummage Sale Date
CRANFORD – The Sisterhood of
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim will
hold its annual Rummage Sale on Sunday, June 22, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. It
will take place at the temple, located at
338 Walnut Avenue in Cranford.
Clothing for men, women and children will be available, as well as
household items, bric-a-brac, toys and
miscellaneous items. For more information, call the temple at (908) 2769231 during business hours.

– Open to the public –

Join in the festivities as Sunrise of Westfield
hosts a Summer Open House Celebration. At this
exciting event you can mingle with neighbors,
residents and guests. You can also enjoy seasonal
fare and delight in a variety of themed entertainment.

$)3#/6%2
EVENT DETAILS

Tours will be provided by Tara Burns and
Sunrise Team members

Sunrise of Westfield

908-317-3030

3 4!4 % &! 2 - 

Open House
Open to the public

While you’re here, meet our team, tour our
community and find out what we do to make our
community a place seniors are proud to call home.
Light refreshments and a raffle will be available.

WHY  MILLION HOMEOWNERS
TRUST THEIR HOMES TO

Saturday, June 28th
11:30am - 3:30pm
Space is limited. RSVP to
our Concierge 908-317-3030
by June 26th.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

240 Springfield Ave, Westfield, NJ 07090
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For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com
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JCC Summer Swim and Fun
Enjoy laps, lessons, laughter, and lounging at the JCC.
The JCC features an indoor pool for adult lap swim, swim lessons, and
aquatics classes while the newly-furnished outdoor pool is the spot for
outside fun. Take a break from the water at our new café, and join us
for supervised kids activities Tuesday evenings and Sundays.
Our welcoming fitness center and air-conditioned gymnasium are
included with your membership.

Your family can enjoy the JCC all summer for $130!
Individual memberships are as low as $72!
Summer starts today! New and expanded hours!
Mention this ad and contact Marla Itzkin, Member Services Director, at mitzkin@jccnj.org or ext. 236.

Wilf Jewish Community Campus
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
908-889-8800 • www.jccnj.org

The JCC of Central NJ is a constituent agency of the United Way and the Jewish Federation of Central NJ. Financial assistance is available for membership and various programs.

It’s not too late for camp!
SPLASH AND PLAY!
462 West Broad Street
Westfield, NJ
(908) 654-5900
June 23-August 22
(closed July 4th)
16 months - 4 years*
*limited drop in available for infants
Join us for lots of summer fun!
2,3,4 and 5 days available
You choose your schedule
9 am-12:30 pm (full day available also)
Call for rates and more information

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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Graduation Day Is Occasion
To Celebrate as Community
By REV. DR. DEE DEE TURLINGTON

It’s graduation season. Time to
cheer! Unless you live in Rock Hill,
S.C., where school administrators are
enforcing decorum at graduation ceremonies by having local police patrol
the auditorium and arrest those considered disruptive.
According to a news report from
Rock Hill, six family members were
arrested at one event and a single
arrest was made at another, complete
with handcuffs and bookings and the
need to report to city court and face
up to 30 days in jail and a $1,000 fine.
Last year in Galesburg, Ill., five students were denied diplomas until they
completed eight hours of public service because enthusiastic friends or
family members cheered too loud and
long during commencement.
The blog responses to this news
report were predominantly by those
who thought the police action was
extreme and that the rule itself was a
violation of free speech. An opposing
position suggested that one can object to rules in advance, but should
keep them when they are announced.
Behind these behavior arguments was
the question of how to appropriately
celebrate a significant event in the
lives of the graduates: cheer individually or protect the solemnity of
the event and cheer for all at once?
It seems a minor thing to be claiming the attention of administrators
and police. But it is a microcosm of
important principles in conflict. Individuals in America do have the right
of free speech. Friends and family
would like to freely cheer their graduate when his/her name is called. But
the whooping of some interferes with
the ability of others to hear the calling
out of the name of their graduate. The
individual rights clash.
Perhaps the problem could be solved
if the person reading names paused
after each name to allow crowd response. At large schools, that could
add quite a bit of time to the ceremony.
So a community might deliberate and
decide either for a longer service or for
applause to be held until the end. That
would be a decision “for the common
good” and, yes, such a decision by an
authorized body, such as a school
board, could be enforced.
There no doubt is a long history
behind the Rock Hill policy that might
explain the rule, but it still seems a
sad situation. Why did such a
celebrative event become an issue of
crowd control and personal rights?
A high school graduation ceremony
is a literal gathering of neighbors.
These people live in the same community and their children have shared
the same schools, teachers, teams and
towns for years. Some plain sense
neighborly consideration would pre-

vent any need for police presence or
institutional rules of decorum.
So, Westfield and Scotch PlainsFanwood fans of this year’s high
school graduates: how about it? Can
you attend their graduation with an
expanded sense of what is yours?
Make “my graduate” “our graduates.”
Clap and voice a single cheer for
“my graduate,” but keep it human
(don’t use noise makers that drown
out the next words). Then pay attention as each young person’s name is
called. Let yourself feel satisfaction
for each one and for the clapping and
cheering that follows them.
Stay for the duration, even if “my
graduate’s” name is early in the alphabet, and don’t pretend it’s all over
and start conversing with those seated
next to you. Adopt all the graduates
that night. These are your neighbor’s
children and your children’s friends.
It’s not about your rights. It’s about
our community. Expand your sense
of pride to include all of our graduates and you will be surprised at how
fast the ceremony proceeds and how
meaningful it all is.
Enjoy commencement. And, congratulations to all our graduates!
*******
Reverend Turlington is senior pastor of the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, 170 Elm Street, and the
parent of a 2006 Westfield High
School graduate.

Ms. Krall-Russo Plans
Talk on Jersey Tomato
FANWOOD – The Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library will
present food historian Judith KrallRusso in a program on “The Jersey
Tomato” on Wednesday, June 25, at
7:30 p.m. at the library.
Ms. Krall-Russo will reveal where
the tomato originated, why it became
one of New Jersey’s favorite crops
and the era when New Jersey was
known for its tomato packing industry and what happened to it.
She also will discuss how a New
Jersey resident proved wrong a belief
that tomatoes were poisonous. Additionally, she will highlight heirloom
varieties and modern hybrids and the
folklore attached to this fruit.
A historian, educator, speaker and
restaurant consultant, Ms. KrallRusso incorporates surprising facts
and hints into her talks. Having studied the history behind homegrown
foods and exotic teas, she shares her
knowledge through stories laced with
humor and detail.
Audience members will have the
opportunity to sample tomato recipes.
The library is located at North Avenue
and Tillotson Road. To reserve a seat,
call the library at (908) 322-6400.

Golden Agers Club Slates
Trip to Sight and Sound
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Golden Agers Club is offering an overnight trip to see Miracle
of Christmas at the Sight and Sound
Millennium Theatre in Lancaster,
Pa., one of the world’s largest live
performance stages.
Participants will travel by motor
coach, departing at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, December 9, from the Scotch
Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains
and returning on Wednesday, December 10. The cost for the trip will
vary according to choice of accommodation selected.
For hotel double occupancy, breakfast and dinner, the show, guided tour of
the Amish country, a visit to the Kitchen
Kettle Village and the motor coach ride,
the cost is $183. A single rate of $219 or
triple rate of $163 also is available. A
deposit of $75 must be paid by Friday,
August 1, with the balance payable by
Wednesday, October 1.
Miracle of Christmas will depict

the Biblical account of the Christmas
story. Limited space is still available.
After breakfast on December 10, participants will be able to shop at the
Rockvale Outlets in Lancaster.
The Golden Agers Club affords
senior citizens a chance to meet with
their peers, share ideas, interact and
gather useful information to enhance
daily living. The club meets weekly
on Thursdays at 10 a.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club from September
to June. Membership, theater, musical revues and other activity trips are
open to everyone.
During the club’s meeting today,
June 19, installation of officers for
the next two years will be followed by
a catered luau highlighting the end of
the club year.
For trip details, call Jean De Tore at
(908) 889-4121 or Mary De Jesso at
(908) 654-4512. Club information is
available by calling Marge Van Duyne
at (908) 889-4631.
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Barbara Slaugh Receives
Girl Scout Gold Award

SIXTIETH YEAR CELEBRATION…Geisha Saez and daughters Nilsamaria,
left, and Maya serve up hamburgers at the annual St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church picnic in Scotch Plains June 8, which celebrated the
church’s 60th anniversary. Nilsamaria just finished kindergarten at St.
Bartholomew Academy, while Maya will start preschool there in the fall.

St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Celebrates 60th Anniversary
SCOTCH PLAINS – Families and
friends of Saint Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church parish gathered for the 2008 Annual Picnic on June 8, during which they celebrated the church’s 60th anniversary.
The menu consisted of hamburgers, hot dogs, tangy grilled chicken,
sausage and pepper sandwiches,
roasted pig, sweet corn on the cob,
salads, watermelon and cold drinks,
among other selections. Many people
shared desserts that they had baked
or bought.
For children, there were an inflatable slide and castle; games and prizes
coordinated by Brian Caldwell, the
parish’s high school youth minister,
and magician Matthew Sawchuk of
Fanwood making balloon creations.
The Sanguiliano Garden Center created a flower planting activity.
Susan D’Apuzzo, a member of Saint
Bartholomew’s Social Outreach Ministry, organized a “quarter toss” game
at the HomeFirst Interfaith Housing
and Family Services booth. The church
ministry organizes support services
for HomeFirst, an organization that
provides emergency shelter and transitional housing for homeless individuals and families in Union County.
Disc jockey Marvet Tiller entertained the crowd with lively music.
“Bartholomew,” the parish’s canine
representative, made his cameo appearance later in the day.
The picnic committee, led by Rich
DeBonis, included Brian Caldwell,
Steve and Donna Felber, Maria
Grabowski, Sue and Ernie Hernandez,
Adrienne Robertiello, Anne Rogalin,
Jess and Gilda Sapaden and Michael
and Patti Vignola.
Many individuals from the parish
volunteered to prepare, cook, serve
and clean up. Among them were Anne
Adams, Terry Bustos, Jen Cherubini,
Flo Clark, Theresa Cuccurullo,
Carolyn Delasaris, Kelly Dencker,
Lorraine Gilbert, Pat Goldberg, Kevin

Grimmer, Carmen Malgieri, Lauren
and Michael Marcovecchio, Paul
Raphael, Jeff Ringol, Joe and Nancy
Schott, Lauren Schram and Dennis
and Kathy VanNatta.
In 1948, Saint Bartholomew the
Apostle Church was formally established for those Catholics living in
Fanwood and a portion of Scotch
Plains. At that time, the majority of
families belonging to the church were
a combination of first and second
generation Italians, many of whom
had migrated to Scotch Plains from
Montazzoli, Italy. The parish now
includes over 2,500 families, with
the Reverend John J. Paladino serving as pastor.
Photographs of the celebration can
be viewed in the photo gallery of the
Saint Bartholomew Church website,
stbartholomewchurch.org/scrap.aspx.

FANWOOD – Barbara Slaugh of awards ceremony held May 27 at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl Scout Fanwood Presbyterian Church.
Troop 561 recently earned her Girl
“My favorite part of this entire
Scout Gold Award, the highest project was the chance it gave me to
award available to Girl Scouts ages serve – though through small means
14 to 18 and one that is
– the people that gave
earned by less than 5 pereverything they had to
cent of eligible young
serve me. I was able to
women.
look at three veterans
Requirements for earnand firmly say, ‘thank
ing the Gold culminate
you for your service. I
with a leadership/service
appreciate it,’” Barbara
project. After a class trip
said. “I understand a
to the New Jersey Vietnam
little better, now, the
Veterans’ Memorial last
great sacrifice that each
year, Barbara was inspired
soldier has made in evto create a four-part project
ery war in the history of
that would focus on veterthis world and why he
ans and patriotism.
makes it,” she added.
Barbara Slaugh
First, Barbara organized
A Girl Scout for 13
and assembled 70 gift bags for a years, Barbara followed in the footplatoon of active soldiers during the steps of her two older sisters, Lorri and
winter holidays. She then fringed Delsa, who also earned their Gold
fleece blankets for those same sol- Award. Barbara, the daughter of Lindiers to donate to orphanages to cre- den and Debra Slaugh of Fanwood, is
ate goodwill. Barbara next decorated among the 2008 graduating class at
96 denim squares for an organiza- Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
tion, Operation: Quiet Comforts, to and plans to attend Brigham Young
work into a denim quilt for a wounded University in the fall.
veteran. Finally, she organized an
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl
evening program at her church and Scout community serves over 900
had three veterans come in and speak girls from kindergarten through 12th
about patriotism and their service.
grade. Currently part of the Girl
For each part, she enlisted her Scouts of Washington Rock Counmother, two of her sisters, members cil, it will soon join with surroundof her church’s Relief Society and ing councils to become the Girl
some of her friends. She formally Scouts of the Heart of New Jersey
received her Gold Award during an Council.

Softball Game to Aid
Project Lifesaver
COUNTY – Union County Corrections Officers and Sheriff’s Officers will play each other in the firstever Freeholders’ Charitable Cup softball game on Saturday, June 21, at 1
p.m. at Warinanco Park in Elizabeth.
All proceeds will benefit the Project
Lifesaver program.
Project Lifesaver helps those with
autism, Alzheimer’s disease or other
debilitating disorders by outfitting
them with a watch-sized transmitter
that can be tracked by the Sheriff’s
Search and Rescue Unit if the individual is reported missing or lost.
The sheriff ’s department has
partnered with the United Way of
Union County and the Greater New
Jersey Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association in identifying persons and
families who may need the device.
Tickets for the fundraiser game are
$10 and can be purchased by calling
Undersheriff Gerald Green at (908)
527-4450.

DAY AT THE FAIR…Temple Sholom of Scotch Plains participated in the annual
Fanwood street fair on June 8 with an information booth to introduce area
residents to the temple and its programs. Pictured manning the booth, from left
to right, are: Robin Lyons, Susan Sedwin, Pam Dorn, Wendy Sciara and Dana
Brenner.
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Patricia Kelber, 68, Retired Teacher;
Was Active In Helping the Homeless
Patricia D. Kelber (née Dulko), 68,
of Edison, formerly of Westfield, died
on Wednesday, June 4, at the Center
For Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
Peggy Coloney’s House of Hope Village in Scotch Plains.
Born in Bayonne, she had lived
there before coming to Westfield,
where she resided for 37 years. She
moved to Edison a year ago.
Mrs. Kelber had been employed as
an elementary school teacher for 25
years with the Township of
Woodbridge Board of Education before retiring in 2002.
She earned her Bachelor of Arts
degree in Elementary Education from
Seton Hall University in South Orange and her master’s degree in English at New York University.
She was a communicant of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield, where she was active in
the Helping Hands and Hearts program, which feeds the homeless.

Ruth Lisman, 90
Ruth Lisman (née Shapiro), 90, of
Westfield died on Monday, June 9, at
her home.
Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she had
lived in Brooklyn, Irvington and Hillside before moving to Westfield over
50 years ago.
Mrs. Lisman graduated with a law
degree from New York University.
She was a member of Temple
Emanu-El of Westfield, B’nai B’rith
and New York University Law Association.
Two sisters, Gloria Margolis and
Bella Kobocow, predeceased her.
Surviving are her husband, Elias;
four children, Cliff, Susan, Sharon
and Joel; a sister, Florence Rosenberg,
and six grandchildren.
Funeral services were held on Tuesday, June 10, at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield. Interment followed at Cedar Park Cemetery in Paramus.
Arrangements were under the direction of Menorah Chapels at
Millburn in Union.
June 19, 2008

Service Set Tomorrow
For Richard Hatfield
A memorial service for Richard P.
Hatfield, Jr. of The Villages, Fla. will be
held at 11 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, June
20, at the Scotch Plains Baptist Church,
333 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains. Mr.
Hatfield died on January 2 at age 76.
Formerly of Fanwood, Scotch Plains
and Point Pleasant Beach, Dick moved
to Florida in 2001. While a resident of
New Jersey, he led the Scotch Plains
GOP from 1966 to 1985 and served as
vice chairman of the Union County
GOP from 1974 to 1978.
Surviving are his children, Elizabeth
Ann “Betsy” Hatfield and James
“Jimmy” Hatfield; their mother, Patricia
Grady Hatfield; a grandson, James;
three brothers, Roger, John and David,
and his companion, Barbara Foster.
For additional information, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com or
call (908) 322-4350.
June 19, 2008

Surviving are her beloved husband
of 39 years, Ronald W. Kelber; her
loving children, Karl S. Kelber and
Michele K. Kelber, and a dear sister,
Jeanne Piel of Bayonne. Many nieces
and nephews also survive her.
The funeral was held on Saturday,
June 7, from the Werson Funeral
Home in Linden. A Funeral Mass
followed at St. Helen’s Church in
Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Memorial donations to the Center
For Hope Hospice, 1900 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076 or to
the Smile Train, P.O. Box 96231,
Washington, D.C. 20090 in her
memory would be appreciated.
June 19, 2008

Tina Bevacqua, 93
Tina Caspanello Bevacqua, 93, of
Westfield died on Saturday, June 14.
Born in Sicily, she was a longtime
resident of Westfield.
She had been a self-employed
seamstress and a waitress at Nick’s
Pizzeria in Garwood.
Surviving are two sisters.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered yesterday, Wednesday, June
18, at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Burial took place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Center For Hope
Hospice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076.
June 19, 2008

Louise Balzano, 89
Louise Nigro Balzano, 89, of
Westfield, formerly of Staten Island,
N.Y., died on Thursday, June 12.
Born in New York City, she had
lived for many years on Staten Island
before moving to Westfield.
Her husband, Joseph Balzano, predeceased her in 1990.
Surviving are two daughters, Barbara Balzano and Joan Garganigo;
two grandchildren and three greatgrandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, June 16, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Burial took place at Holy
Cross Cemetery in North Arlington.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Helping Hands
and Hearts of St. Helen’s Church, 1600
RahwayAvenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
June 19, 2008

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven, Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity. There are none who
can withstand your power. Show
me herein you are my mother. Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).
Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal. You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.
Say this prayer on three consecutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.
M.G.

Gray Funeral Homes
Since 1897

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

– Obituaries –
Jean Clowney, 88, Was Choir Leader;
Had Served on Church Committee
Jean Wright Clowney, 88, formerly Westminster Theological Seminary
of Willow Grove, Pa., a musician, in Chestnut Hill, Pa. Alongside her
musicologist, choir director and late husband, Jean served in New
homemaker, died of congestive heart Haven, Conn., LaGrange, Ill.,
failure on Saturday, June 7, at the Westfield, N.J., Willow Grove, Pa.,
Colonnades in Charlottesville, Va.
Escondido, Calif., Houston, Tex. and
Music was a defining
Charlottesville, Va.
interest for Jean. In high
Her life is celebrated with
school, she was accepted
thanks by her five children,
for lessons at the
David (and Bettina) of PhilaEastman School of Mudelphia, Pa., Deborah of
sic; at Wheaton College,
Charlottesville, Va., Paul (and
she majored in music,
Tessa) of London, England,
and throughout her life
Rebecca Jones (and Peter) of
she led church and school
Escondido, Calif. and Anne
choirs. She also served
Foreman (and Joseph) of
on the committee of the
Black Mountain, N.C., and
Presbyterian Church in
by her 21 grandchildren and
Jean Clowney
America and the Ortho15 great-grandchildren.
dox Presbyterian Church that preServices will be held at 3 p.m.
pared the Trinity Hymnal.
today, Thursday, June 19, at the TrinBorn in Portland, Ore. to Anne ity Presbyterian Church in
MacLaren Wright and Will Eliot Charlottesville, Va.
Wright, Jean’s independent spirit
In lieu of flowers, donations may
owed much to her ancestors. She was be made to Mission of Hope, Bolivia,
a descendent of John Eliot, a mission- missionofhopebolivia.org/, P.O. Box
ary to America who in 1663 pub- 4001, Charlottesville, Va. 22903.
lished the first Bible printed there, a
The Hill and Wood Funeral Home
translation into Algonquin, and of of Charlottesville, Va. is in charge of
Alexander Selkirk, the model for the arrangements. Friends may exDaniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe. Her press condolences at their website,
mother was a soloist in the campaigns www.hillandwood.com. The service
of Billy Sunday, the early 20th cen- will be available in MP-3 format on
tury evangelist.
the
Trinity
website,
Jean had been married for 63 years www.trinitycville.org, approximately
to the late Reverend Edmund P. one week after the service.
June 19, 2008
Clowney, former president of

Jane Stanton, 86, Was College Teacher;
Pianist, Organist and Choir Director
Jane Mansfield Stanton, 86, a resident of The Chelsea at Fanwood, died
on Sunday, June 8. She was a gifted
pianist and artist, educator and mentor, organist and choir director.
Born August 2, 1921 in Sheffield,
Ala., she was the only child of William Henry, a Methodist minister, and
Maude (née Isbell) Mansfield. She
was a long-time resident of Upper
Montclair, Essex Fells and Millburn.
She studied music/piano at Baylor
University, earning a Bachelor of Arts
degree, and at Montclair State College, where she received her Master of
Arts degree.
Jane gave her Carnegie Hall piano
debut in April 1958 and performed on
WNYC-FM (“Keyboard Masters”).
Additionally, she performed in Brooklyn, Queens, Tennessee, Oklahoma,
Texas and New Jersey. She studied
piano with Carlos Buehler, Beveridge
Webster and Vladzia Mashke.
In the 1940s and 1950s, Jane

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven, Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity. There are none who
can withstand your power. Show
me herein you are my mother. Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).
Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal. You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.
Say this prayer on three consecutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.
D.K.

worked as a fashion artist in New
York City and at Hanes in Newark.
Past president of the New Jersey
Federation of Music Clubs, Jane also
was active in the Suburban Music
Study Club, Business and Professional Women’s Club and Mu Phi
Epsilon (music sorority).
Jane was a long-time teacher at
Caldwell College during the 1970s
and 1980s, where she created a course
on women in music and established a
Mu Phi Epsilon chapter. She also
taught private students for many years.
Until 2005, Jane was organist and
choir director at the Montville Reformed Church. She also served at
the Wayne Presbyterian Church.
Surviving are a son, David; daughter-in-law, Barbara, and grandchildren Sara and Christopher.
She was kindly cared for in recent
months by The Chelsea and the Berkeley Heights Nursing and Rehabilitation Center.
A memorial service will be announced.
In lieu of flowers, please contribute to FORE (Foundation for Osteoporosis Research and Education),
300 27th Street, Suite 103, Oakland,
Calif. 94612.
Arrangements are by the Rossi
Funeral Home, 1937 Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
June 19, 2008

Eileen M. O’Mara, 86
Eileen M. (Donahue) O’Mara, 86,
a lifelong resident of Westfield, died
on Tuesday, June 17.
A graduate of the Blue Ridge Mountain Junior College in Maryland, Mrs.
O’Mara worked for many years as a
secretary for the Plainfield Chamber
of Commerce. Earlier, she had worked
for Townsend Moving Co. in Westfield.
Her husband, Donald O’Mara, predeceased her in 1981.
Surviving are four daughters, Ellen
J. Moore, Kathleen Tirrell, Eileen Freeman and Patrice O’Mara; 10 grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.
Visitation will take place from 2 to
4 and 7 to 9 p.m. tomorrow, Friday,
June 20, at the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
A Funeral Mass will be held at 9:30
a.m. on Saturday, June 21, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Burial will be in the family
plot at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to the American Cancer Society.
June 19, 2008

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

YESTERDAY ONCE MORE…In this undated photograph from the 1960s, a
new provisional class of the Westfield Service League (WSL) gathers to become
part of the organization. The WSL is celebrating its 75th anniversary of service
to the community this year.

A Friend to the Community:
WSL Celebrates 75 Years
By KATHERINE VOWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Service League (WSL) was formed at a
time when the country was in dire need
of volunteers. When the Great Depression struck, 19 women answered appeals for help from fellow neighbors,
leading to creation of the WSL in 1932.
Seventy-five years later, the League
stands strong with 120 members volunteering their time and energy to
uphold the values established in 1932.
The League began the celebration of
its 75th year last September.
“We are not a social organization or
one that seeks recognition,” said Mary
Newmark, WSL president. “The original members created the Westfield
Service League because they saw a
need for service to their community.”
The WSL runs a thrift shop and a
consignment shop, both located at 114
Elmer Street in Westfield. The shops
closed this past weekend and will reopen in September. Mrs. Newmark
said items are being packed up in
preparation for renovations to be done
over the summer, including painting
and installation of new carpeting.
WSL volunteers also deliver for
Mobile Meals of Westfield, help at
the food pantry at the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield
and volunteer with the local rescue
squad. This past year, members donated more than 8,000 hours of service to various causes.
“The service league is not unique
to Westfield,” said Ingrid McKinley,

a WSL member and public relations
representative. “Fanwood-Scotch
Plains has one, and there are others
throughout the area.”
Mrs. McKinley said that what
makes the Westfield group unique is
the 75 years of uninterrupted service
the league has provided to the community. Since 1941, the WSL has
donated over $2,275,000 to Union
County agencies.
“It is very time consuming and it
takes a lot of hard work,” said Mrs.
Newmark of the League’s efforts. “But
we all feel the same way as the original
members, that there is a need to help
our community and those less fortunate, and it is that strong desire that has
kept us going for 75 years and, hopefully, for many more years to come.”
In celebration of 75 years of service, the WSL held a luncheon on
June 5 at the Echo Lake Country Club
in Westfield, which past and current
members were invited to attend.
Mayor Andy Skibitsky also presented a proclamation to Mrs.
Newmark and Gail Kender, former
WSL president, at the May 6 meeting of Westfield’s governing body.
“As our community’s needs have
changed, our League has changed
with it,” said Mrs. Newmark. “The
principle has never changed and it is
because of it that we continue to exist.
The community in turn has been very
good to us and has supported us
through their donations and their patronage of our shops. It is an amazing
accomplishment.”

Power of Community to Look
At Aftermath of ‘Peak Oil’
WESTFIELD – The Union County
Peace Council will offer a free
screening of the documentary entitled The Power of Community: How
Cuba Survived Peak Oil tomorrow,
Friday, June 20, at 7 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church.
The film briefly covers the concept of “peak oil” – the point at
which oil resources and production
reaches its maximum and then starts
to decline. It also describes how
Cuba’s government and citizens were
forced to make dramatic changes
after the fall of the Soviet Union in
the early 1990s led to an almost
complete shutoff of shipments of
Soviet oil, upon which the Cuban
economy had been highly dependent.
The agricultural initiatives that followed impacted all sectors of the society, including transportation, education and healthcare, bringing selfreliance and fostering community
spirit and even political empowerment.
All are welcome to stay for a postfilm discussion and refreshments.
The parking lot is located on Ferris
Place, off Prospect Street. Attendees
are asked to enter through the side
door. The Union County Peace Council, First United Methodist Church
of Westfield and Word Out! are sponsors of this event.
A planning meeting will be held
just prior to the film, at 6:30 p.m., for
the Fifth Annual “Union County Peace
and World Friendship Fair.” This event
will take place on Sunday, August 3,
in downtown Cranford.
Anyone who wants to volunteer or

participate in this year’s fair is welcome to attend, even if they cannot
stay for the film. Community involvement is welcome. The theme
for this year’s fair will be “Sowing
the Seeds of Peace and Community.”
For more information, visit
ucpeace.org,
e-mail
unioncountypeacecouncil@gmail.com
or call Diane at (908) 233-7344.

St. John’s Baptist Sets
Woman’s Day Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Annual
Woman’s Day will take place this
Sunday, June 22, at the 10 a.m. service at St. John’s Baptist Church,
located at 2387 Morse Avenue in
Scotch Plains.
This event will include the 80voice Woman’s Day Chorus. All
women attending are asked to wear
white. The Reverend Tracey Brown,
pastor of Plainfield’s Ruth Fellowship Ministry, will be the guest
speaker. The public is invited to attend. For more information, call the
church at (908) 232-6972.

AARP Reveals Trip
To Atlantic City
AREA – The American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) of
Rahway will hold its monthly trip to
Atlantic City’s Showboat Casino on
Thursday, July 3.
The cost is $22, with a $25 cash
back bonus plus $5 toward food. The
bus will leave at 8:30 a.m. and return
at 6:30 p.m. To reserve a spot, call
Irene at (732) 499-7740.

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.
Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the
personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or
cremation.
Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325
(908)-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707
(908)-276-0092

Charles J. Tombs
NJ Lic. Number 4006
Director
www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

TEAM SPIRIT…Westfield letter carriers and Post Office personnel, pictured left
to right, Harry Brandt, Brenda Hrutkay, Dane Doyle and Tom Murphy, are
gearing up for this year’s Muscular Dystrophy Association Walkathon on Sunday, June 22, at Tamaques Park in Westfield. Together with Carmen Scarfone
and Len Brooks, they garnered pledges last year totaling over $5,500, earning
them a third-place finish in their category. Donations for this year’s event will be
collected through Tuesday, July 22. To make a donation, individuals may contact
their letter carrier or mail contributions to their carrier, in care of: Westfield Post
Office, MDA Walkathon, 153 Central Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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Raymar Earns Awards
For Academics, ROTC

BANK ON IT…Westfield High School students display just some of the food items
among the 110 bags that were collected for the Food Bank of Hillside earlier this
month. Pictured, from left to right, are: Dan Russo, Sophie Dekoning-Teasdale,
Mike Abbattista, Francine Nieva, Max Sugarman, Cynthia Lam, Christopher
Yeager, Sue Xiao, Amanda Simmons and Jessica Margolies. See release below.

Students Honored with
deLeeuw Scholarships
AREA — Twenty-seven students
shared $40,000 this year, when the
Adele deLeeuw Scholarship Fund
announced its annual winners on June
10. The awards bring the fund’s total
gifts to $844,000.
The awards dinner was held at the
Spain Inn located in Piscataway. Five
area Rotary Clubs act as selectors for
the deLeeuw Fund, which is a fund of
the Plainfield Foundation.
The scholarships are financed from
a bequest by Adele deLeeuw, longtime Plainfield resident, author of 80
books, journalist and arts activist.
Four college seniors who have won
scholarships for four consecutive
years were honored as Adele deLeeuw
Senior Scholars. Vester Howard III of
Scotch Plains, communications major at Edinborough University, was
awarded $2,000. Jason Krueger of
Scotch Plains, mechanical engineering major at Cornell University, was
given $1,000. Patrick Pryor of South
Plainfield, writing and literature major at Emerson College, was awarded
$1,000. Sara Ashley Traynor of
Roselle, mechanical and aerospace
engineering major at Cornell, was
given $2,500.
Winners from the graduating class
of 2008 included the following:
From Plainfield High School,
Chanice Sears, $1,000; Edwin Terun,
$1,000; and Joseph Tiller, $1,500.
From North Plainfield High School,
Elisa Salvemini, $1,000.
From South Plainfield High School,
Lillian Blanco, Christopher Duquette,
Kaitlin Egan, Przemyslaw “Pem”
Lasota, Jonathan Marcoux and Alison
Smith were all awarded $1,000.
Julian Blake Tavormina from
Watchung Hills Regional High School
won $3,000.
Bailey Marie Cardinal and Molly
Rodino, graduates of Scotch PlainsFanwood High School, each received
$1,000.
Sky Chung from Union County
Magnet High School was given
$1,000.
Kailynn Barbour from Edison High
School won $3,000.
Repeat winners already in college
included:
From South Plainfield High School,
Nicholas Baldasarre, Roger Williams

University, $1,000.
From Plainfield High School,
Cierra Green, Georgia State University; and Caleb Williams, Rutgers
University, each $1,000.
Alejandra Fernandes, a graduate of
Mount St. Mary Academy, now at
Catholic University of America, won
$2,500.
Julian Phillipe of Union Catholic
High School, attending St. Joseph’s
University, received $1,000.
Daisy Fung of Scotch PlainsFanwood High School, now at Rutgers
University, won $1,000.
Arkor Kolubah of North Plainfield
High School, now at Houghton College, was given $1,500.
Ana M. Jimenez Moreno of Edison
High School, now at Rutgers University, won $5,000.
Applications for 2009 Adele
deLeeuw scholarships will be available in January from high schools in
Plainfield, South Plainfield, Warren,
Watchung, Edison, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. For further information,
call Sally Young, scholarship administrator, at (732) 381-6269.

Food Bank Receives
110 Bags from WHS
WESTFIELD – When the Community Service Club of Westfield
High School learned that Superintendent of Schools Margaret Dolan had
received word from the County Superintendent and the State Department of Education in May that food
banks were running low, the club
immediately activated its members.
In just one week, they managed to
collect 110 bags of food, which were
picked up by the Community Food
Bank of Hillside on June 2.
Club advisors Warren Hynes and
Catherine Feuerstein also reported
that the recent car wash and yard sale,
which took place on May 10, raised
more than $600 for the club. Juniors
Sarah Vincett and Anna Dallendorfer
coordinated the events.
Thanks to the money raised through
the car wash and a donation from the
Westfield Service League, the club is
in the process of purchasing additional recycling bins for the school as
part of its recycling initiative.

WF’s Koepfler Makes
Rider Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Lauren Koepfler
of Westfield earned a place of honor
on Rider University’s Dean’s List for
the spring 2008 semester.
Lauren is a sophomore, majoring
in communications, and is the daughter of Donna and Frank Koepfler of
Westfield.
To earn placement on the Rider
Dean’s List, students must achieve a
GPA of at least 3.60.
Lauren graduated Westfield High
School in 2006.

OFF TO QUINNIPIAC…Kristen
Koepfler was awarded a scholarship
from the Westfield Rotary Club. She
serves as a peer minister at St. Helen’s
Church of Westfield and also volunteered at Sister Pat’s Cancer Camp for
Children. Kristen, a senior at Westfield
High School, will attend Quinnipiac
University in Connecticut this fall. She
is the daughter of Donna and Frank
Koepfler of Westfield.

WF Student Brown
To Study in China
WESTFIELD – On June 9, Ryan
Brown of Westfield was one of 10 high
school students honored with a $750
scholarship with the American Institute for Foreign Study (AIFS) to participate in the Summer Advantage program. Ryan will be studying in Nanjing
at the University of China.
By being involved in multicultural
activities and serving as a model student to peers, Ryan was deserving of
this award.
Hundreds of high school students
across the country will study abroad
with Summer Advantage this summer.
High school students can participate
in the Summer Advantage program if
they have completed their high school
sophomore, junior or senior year.
To learn more about Summer Advantage or to speak with any of the
scholarship winners, contact Director Amy Van Stone at (800) 9137151,
or
by
e-mail
at
summeradvantage@aifs.com.

SCOTCH PLAINS –Aaron Liebowitz
Raymar, a long-time member of Temple
Sholom of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, recently was awarded the top honor – a
silver saber – from the Lehigh Valley
Steel Battalion, as voted by the cadre and
corps of the battalion. The award is given
each year to the one college senior who
has exemplified what it means to be an
Army officer over the four years of
ROTC, not only in the classroom but
also physically, mentally and by leading
others to exceed their own potential.
Aaron will be commissioned as a
second lieutenant in the United States
Army, branched to Combat Arms/
Field Artillery, at the same time he is
graduating from Lehigh University
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
business and finance.
Aaron also received the Department
of the Army Superior Cadet Award for
the second time, which is presented
annually to the most outstanding Army
ROTC cadet in each class, based upon
ROTC and academic standing and demonstrated officer potential.
Additionally, Aaron was recognized
with the Robert Rosenbaum Award for
his high level of participation as captain
of the ROTC Scabbard and Blade Honor
Society.

High Schools Hold
Commencements Tonight
AREA – Westfield High School
will hold graduation ceremonies, tonight, June 19, at 6 p.m. on the field
behind the school, bordering Rahway
Avenue. In the event of inclement
weather, graduation will be held
across the street at the Armory, and a
notice will be posted on
westfieldnjk12.org.
The keynote speaker for the commencement ceremony will be New
Jersey Senator Thomas H. Kean, Jr.,
who represents Westfield in the 21st
Legislative District.
Approximately 450 seniors are expected to receive diplomas. Later that
evening, the BASH, an all-night substance-free graduation party, sponsored by the Optimist Club of
Westfield, will be held at the Ricochet Health and Racquet Club.
Scotch Plains Fanwood High
School graduation is also set to take
place tonight at 6 p.m. at the Tyson
Field. The Project Graduation party
will be held at the Shimon and
Birnbaum JCC in Bridgewater.

First Baptist to Focus
On Children Sunday
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, will focus on its gradeschool children this Sunday, June 22, at
the 10:15 a.m. worship service.
Youngsters in kindergarten through
grade 5 will sing anthems with Director
Erin Klein of South Plainfield and accompanist Bill Mathews, director of
music at First Baptist. They will demonstrate the motions that accompany a
taped song learned in their Christian
Education program this spring and
will share a scripture verse they memorized, which is recited with motions.
Both these activities were part of
KIDMO, an interactive Christian
children’s program offered by First
Baptist.
Senior Pastor Dee Dee Turlington
will share a “family-friendly sermon,”
and volunteers who taught and assisted
the children from September through
June will be recognized and thanked.
This program will mark the close
of the academic year at First Baptist.
Summer programs include weeknight Vacation Bible School, July 21
to 25; weekday Youth in Action,
August 18 to 22, and a Summer
Olympics one Saturday in August.
For more details on Children’s
Sunday or any of the summer programs, call (908) 233-2278, e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net or
visit fbcwestfield.org.

The Westfield Memorial Library
presents
New Jersey Shore Poet
Frank Finale
Wednesday, June 25
7:00 pm
Reading and Book Signing
Hear the author of such critically acclaimed
books about the Jersey shore as To The Shore
Once More and the children’s book A Gull’s
Story.
Mr. Finale is also the poetry editor for the new
renaissance, an international magazine of ideas
and opinions that emphasizes literature and the
arts.

Aaron earned his Airborne Wings,
completed the highly rigorous and elite
Winter Extreme Climate Mountain
Warfare School and served an ROTC
internship in military intelligence.
At the same time, he earned the Army
of the Republic of Germany award for
extreme physical prowess.
As captain of the Ranger Challenge
Team, Aaron earned the Brigade
Commander’s Award. He recently was
selected to and attended an elite leadership conference at the United States
Naval Academy for college leaders.
Aaron was Cadet Battalion Commander this past semester, having served
previously as the Cadet Executive Officer. Aaron expects to join the 4th
Infantry, 3rd Field Artillery Brigade at
Ft. Carson, Colo. in spring of 2009,
after a year of training.
Aaron was a recruited Division I
swimmer; he was co-captain of the
Watchung Hills Regional High School
Varsity Men’s Swim Team, having
earned numerous awards and having
participated for many years as aYMCA
swimmer.

WF’s Bakst Inducted
Into Honor Society
WESTFIELD
–
Sixteen
Morristown-Beard School students
were inducted into the French and
Spanish Honor Societies at a special
ceremony held on campus, May 14,
including 10th grader Evan Bakst of
Westfield, who was inducted into the
Spanish Honor Society.
To be eligible for induction, students must earn an A- average for the
past three semesters of study in the
language and achieve honor roll status during those same semesters.

Former Leader Intern
Williams Graduates
WESTFIELD – Donald Williams
was one of 423 seniors to graduate
from Davidson College in commencement exercises on May 18. He
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Williams, Jr. and a Westfield High
School graduate.
Donald earned his bachelor’s degree in mathematics, while minoring
in music. While at Davidson, he served
as president of the Phi Gamma Delta
fraternity, secretary of the Bernard
Society of Mathematics and senior
class agent for the annual fund.
While in high school, Donald interned at The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and
supervised the intern program in 2006.
He has accepted a position with
IBM as a supply chain consultant based
in Washington, D.C.

Zhu Competes In
National Bio Olympiad
WESTFIELD – Michael Zhu from
the Union County Academy for Information Technology in Westfield is
among the nation’s top 20 young biology scholars competing in the sixth
annual USA Biology Olympiad
(USABO) National Finals, at George
Mason University.
The finalists are competing for a
place on the four-member Team USA
that will compete at the International
Biology Olympiad (IBO) in Mumbai,
India.
The USABO national finalists were
selected after participating in an open
exam followed by a semifinal exam.
Nearly 10,000 students from across
the nation registered for the open
exam this year.
All four members of the 2007 Team
USA earned gold medals at the 2007
IBO garnering the title, “Number One
World Team.”

I’M A SURVIVOR...Union Catholic High School of Scotch Plains welcomed
Holocaust survivor Luba Fedash, who told the students that flowers growing on
her neighbor’s rooftop provided her with hope and inspiration when she came to
the United States. This led to her writing “Blossoms on a Rooftop.”

Holocaust Survivor Fedash
Speaks to UCHS Students
SCOTCH PLAINS – Cranford
resident and Holocaust survivor Luba
Fedash, author of “Blossoms on a
Rooftop,” recently visited Union
Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains to speak to students in Allan
Wright’s religion classes.
As a child, Ms. Czerhoniak Fedash
experienced firsthand the brutality
that the Nazis wrought in her homeland of Lemkovyna, Poland. Her father escaped the clutches of the Nazis by fleeing to America.
She shared with students the story
of how she, as a 6-year-old girl,
fooled two Nazis who had paid their
home a visit into thinking that her
brother, Michael, was already taken,
when he was, in fact, hiding under
the trunk on which the Nazi soldier
was sitting.
It would be close to nine years
before they were reunited with their
father and resettled in Jersey City.
Throughout her account of life in

a peasant Polish village in the
Carpathian Mountains, she spoke of
the “devastating” effects of the war –
no school, no sports, little clothing
or food and fear that the Nazis would
capture her brother.
That fear was realized as her
brother, at the age of 18, was captured on a train and sent to Auschwitz
concentration camp.
Her book also describes coming to
America, her loneliness and anxiety
of not knowing English and being in
a city where an unknown neighbor’s
flowers growing on the rooftop gave
her hope and inspiration.

WF Student Receives
Memorial Award
WESTFIELD — Alexandra Pecora
has been selected as the 2008 recipient
of the Brian Piccolo Memorial Award.
This award, given by UNICO National,
the largest Italian-American service organization in the United States, recognizes students who have achieved excellence academically and athletically
as well as “service about self”.
Alexandra, a Westfield High School
senior, is co-captain of her softball team,
JV captain of the field hockey team,
and was nominated for the award by
field hockey coach, Molly Phelan, softball coaches Tara Pignoli and Caitlin
MacDonald, and WHS Athletic Director, Ed Tranchina.
Eight Union County students were
honored at an awards banquet held on
May 4, at Snuffy’s Pantagis Restaurant.
Alexandra is the daughter of Francine
Lubrano-Pecora and Richard Pecora.

Alexandra Pecora

FINE ORATOR...Jake Payami of
Scotch Plains, the son of Maurice Payami
and Renee Payami, captivates the audience with the tale of magician Harry
Houdini’s life. Third graders at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison
eloquently delivered speeches about the
struggles, strides and accomplishments
of prominent historical figures, including Pocahontas, Amelia Earhart and
Alexander Graham Bell, on May 28.

Hands-on Recycling
For Brunner Students
SCOTCH PLAINS – Representatives of the Siemens Community Outreach Program visited the fourth grade
at Brunner School on May 21, to teach
a lesson on “Living Green,” a paperrecycling project.
The discussion included the types of
trash consumed during a typical school
day, the types of materials that can be
recycled and a hands-on demonstration
of how paper is recycled.
For the hands-on portion of the lesson, the children mixed torn pieces of
waste paper in a blender with water to
make a sludge, which dried into recycled paper.
At the completion of the course, each
student received a certificate of recognition for his or her successful participation.

tan
A looks good,
an education
lasts longer.

This summer, do something that’ll CHANGE your LIFE
• Get started on a college career or earn credits toward
your degree with UCC’s Summer Session.
• Convenient 3 to 12 week sessions
• Attend class at any of several locations or learn
from home with Telecourses & Online courses

Many Courses Start
the Week of
July 8th

Please register by calling 908.789.4090
X 4140. Program open to Westfield Memorial
Library and MURAL card holders.

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ
www.wmlnj.org

For info call (908)709-7518 – or – visit us online at www.ucc.edu
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PETE SAMILA SLAMS HOMER, BROWN GOES 5-FOR-5

Samila’s Pizza Men Tear Up
Deegan Softball Roofers, 18-7
four losses!
Pizza man Nick Brown, who had
three RBI and scored twice, sprinkled
hits all over the outfield in all five at
bats, beginning with a triple off the
centerfield fence in the second inning. Boss man Pete Samila (2-for-4,
2 RBI, 2 runs scored) added topping
with a solo home run in the third.
Cleanup man Dave Garry belted three
singles and a double, while scoring
three times and adding two RBI. CoBoss man Dan Samila (2 runs scored)
peppered an RBI double, an RBI
single and an RBI groundout.
The most sparkling defensive play
of the evening was performed by

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Undefeated
Samila’s Pizza laid it on thick with
“pepperoni” in the first game of a
doubleheader and tore up Deegan
Roofing, 18-7, in Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League A Division action at
Brookside Park on June 11. The Pizza
men smothered the Roofers with a
24-hit assault to elevate their perfect
record to 11-0, while Deegan Roofers sagged to 5-4.
Prior to the game, Roofer Pat Nigro,
who later contributed a pair of singles,
revealed, “We have three losses and
they gave us all three.” Now, it is all

Deegan shortstop Jeff Bendix, who
sprinted into mid leftfield to make an
overhead snag. Teammate Tom
Straniero added his finesse with a
smooth performance at second base.
Samila’s leftfielder Scotty Savarese,
a former New Providence High
School baseball standout, utilized his
speed to make a number of fine
catches, including running down a
difficult fly ball in foul territory. Third
baseman Doug Fisher’s quick reflexes
allowed him to grab a sizzler and toss
to first in time for the putout.
Savarese (3-for-5, 3 runs scored)
singled and scored the first of three

David B. Corbin (April 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINDING A WAY TO GET ON…Blue Devil leadoff hitter Evan Einstein always managed to find a way to get on base.
Einstein turned in a .410 batting average, rapped seven doubles and led the team by scoring 32 runs.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

SHAPIRO LED IN B.A., BROKE WHS DOUBLE RECORD

Blue Devil Baseballers Finish
Season with an 18-6 Record
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEGINNING OF A BIG EVENING…Samila’s Pizza slugger Nick Brown, right, tripled in his first at bat and went on to
finish 5-for-5, with two runs scored and three RBI. Deegan third baseman Mike Kuchar, left, grabbed the throw.

MONTEFUSCO SLAPS 3 HITS, GOODMAN GETS 3 RBI

Buffy’s Bites Associated Auto
In UC Senior 50 Softball, 10-8
undefeated B Division leader SMC,
formally the Irish Pub.
“They are pretty good. We haven’t
played them yet. We don’t want to
lose any games to a B Division team.
We want to be contenders. We lose to
them, we are pretenders,” said
Franklin.
There was no pretending with the
bats of Buffy’s as every player contributed, at least, one hit to the 16-hit
attack and nine of them contributed
an RBI. Donnie “the Count”
Montefusco hacked three singles,
scored once and showcased some
daring base running. Vic Gorman
banged a pair of singles, scored twice
and had an RBI. Ron Kulik and Clyde
Vail each tapped a pair of singles,
scored once and had an RBI, while

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Buffy’s Tavern, not the vampire
slayer, remained near the top of the
heap of the A Division with a 10-8
nipping of Associated Auto Parts in
Union County Senior 50+ Softball
League action at Jerseyland Field in
Scotch Plains on June 12. Buffy’s
jumped to a comfortable lead but had
to hold off a seventh-inning roll by
the Auto men.
Buffy’s, now 9-1, only loss came in
an 8-3 setback at the bats of Bare
Necessities, formally Comcast Cable.
“We had a bad game. They scored
five of their runs in one inning. (If)
We keep control, we have a 3-3 game,”
stated Buffy’s catcher Terry Franklin.
Bare Necessities’ only loss was to

Joe Viso ripped two singles and added
an RBI.
Greg Hartnett, who scored once,
had Buffy’s only extra-base hit, an
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

A pair of 4-2 setbacks prevented
this year’s Westfield High School
(WHS) baseball team from attaining
its goal of winning a Union County
title and a sectional title, but the Blue
Devils finished on a positive note by
winning their final game to amass an
18-6 record in actual games played.
The Blue Devils defeated rivals
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Cranford
twice this season and the first one
against the Raiders was a barn burning, 13-12, thriller. Junior pitcher
Chris Jenkins fanned 12 in a 4-1 victory over the Cougars on April Fools
Day and senior Mike Cappiello
blasted a three-run homer to guide
the Blue Devils to a 5-1 victory over
the Cougars in the Union County
Tournament (UCT) semifinals. The
first 4-2, setback came in the UCT
championship game against Elizabeth and the second setback came in
the quarterfinals of the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 tournament against
J.P. Stevens.
Senior Evan Shapiro led the team
with a .494 batting average (BA) and
broke the WHS single-season record
with 17 doubles. He also led the team

138 Orlando Drive, Raritan, NJ 08869

Equal Housing Lender. ©2008 Countrywide Bank, FSB, Countrywide Home Loans Division.
Member FDIC. Trade/service marks are the property of Countrywide Financial Corporation,
Countrywide Bank, FSB, or their respective affiliates and/or subsidiaries. Some products may not be
available in all states. This is not a commitment to lend. Restrictions apply. All rights reserved. 20606

Mary Ellen O’Boyle
BROKER ASSOCIATE
908-233-5347, Direct Dial
GUCAR President 2003—2004

Order a Free Demonstration DVD Today!

Boomerang Video - (908) 447-4594/boomervid.com

Pretty as a picture, this totally adorable Westfield
Cape captivates you with an interior filled with
marvelous updates and charming details. Crown
molding, framed entries & windows and gleaming hardwood floors enliven the living room and
formal dining room. The updated eat-in kitchen
has a pantry and access to the backyard. Nice
sized bedrooms, an updated bath and copious
windows enhance this lovely interior. A tranquil
“Lemonade” front porch, full basement, two car
detached garage and delightful landscaping add
to this home’s allure. Presented for $429,900.
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Midway/Poplar Softball
Buffy’s/Associated Softball
Samila Pizza/Deegan Softball

Serving the Town Since 1890

State

ley All-Star game.
Senior Evan Einstein turned in a
.410 BA, rapped seven doubles and
led the team by scoring 32 runs. His
real claim to fame came in centerfield
where he made numerous outstanding catches.
“He just had an outstanding season. He went all out for the ball. He
was a lot of fun to watch. His instincts

TIM’S BACK!
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on www.goleader.com
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City

with 33 RBI and was second in scoring with 27 runs. On the mound,
Shapiro finished with a 2-2 record.
“He flat out was one of the nicest
hitters we’ve had in a long time. He
was a threat every time he was at bat
and he hit the ball with power,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Bob Brewster,
who noted that Shapiro had four RBI
and two hits, one a double, in a recent
Watchung Conference/Mountain Val-
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Burgdorff Realtors · 600 North Avenue West · 908-233-0065

We Reach People... Not Driveways!

BUYING, SELLING or INVESTING in REAL ESTATE ??
Contact ǲ  ǳ today

Properties Unlimited
REALTORS®

Office:

908-233-9292 ext. 5495

200 NORTH AVENUE EAST ʹ WESTFIELD, NJ
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

TEAM DIRECT: 1-877-285-2477

CELL: 908-477-5379

GEORGE BIPS

TEAM LEADER
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®
VISIT OUR ONLINE REAL ESTATE CENTER 24 HOURS A DAY AT:

www.FinePropertiesTeam.com
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Devil’s Den

Parents Should Be Seen
And Preferably Not Heard

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (July 1998 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COLLISION AT HOME…Checchio’s Brian Chapman, left, plows into Mattress
Factory catcher Chris Masterson during a Westfield Softball League game in 1998.

D. Blair Corbin’
Corbin’ss
Blue Devils

Raiders

Walk Down Memory L
ane
Lane
From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times
June 2002: Blue Devil senior Erin
Cockren was selected All-State First
Team for girls’ golf by The Star-Ledger. Blue Devil Adam Karnish was
selected to the boys’ All-Group 4 First
Team and All-State Third Team.
June 2002: Blue Devil junior
defenseman Dan MacDonald and senior attacker/midfielder Mike
Debrossy have been named to the
All-State Third Team in boys’ lacrosse by The Star-Ledger.
June 15, 2001: Heavy artillery
came from the metal “thunder sticks”
of St. Joseph at Brookside Park in a
12-5 win over the notorious St. James
“Gang” in St. Bartholomew’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
action. Gerry Rites and Harry Semple
slapped two hits and scored two runs
each, and Malcolm Boone banged
two hits and two RBI. But the big
boom came when lefty “Pounding”
Pete Chemidlin launched a solo blast
to never-never land in right field.
June 7, 1998: The defending
Westfield Men’s Softball League Champion Mattress Factory bounced back
from an early 2-0 first-inning deficit,
recoiling with a five-run fifth inning,
and put Checchio Chiropractic to sleep,

10-3, at Tamaques Park. In the fifth,
Tim Walsh scored on a bases-loaded
walk and Tom Perrotta slapped a single
to center to drive in Kevin Zippler and
Ron Shovlin. Later, Gene Mirabella
and Perrotta scored when Mike Varano
reached first safely on a throwing error.
June 9, 2000: Two superb pitching
performances highlighted the
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Association game between Russell Road
and the Hunter/Mattress Factory men
at LaGrande Park. One, a flamethrower with a wicked change-up represented the Road men, and the other,
a wily old veteran who represented the
Factory men. This time the victory
went to the wily old veteran – Al
Manzi – who scattered seven hits – all
singles –and struck out only one but
also allowed only one base-on-balls.
The Russell pitcher, Todd Bartel allowed six hits – three in the seventh
inning —, walked three and struck out
four. A two-run breakout in the top of
the seventh inning gave the Mattress
Factory Hunters a 2-0 conquest.
June 13, 1999: C.B.I. Blue swept
into Old Star territory and returned
with a stunning 25-6, victory in Jewish
Community Center Softball League
action at Tamaques Park. Marty Marks
led the invasion, going 4-for-4 with
two home runs and six RBI.

Weichert

®

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Phyllis Brown
• Top Sales Month of May
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

The Den has gotten word of a potentially insidious plot that could
shake the Old Towne of Westfield to
its foundations. A communist takeover? Anarchists? A tree-huggers’
convention? Free Rolling Stone magazines for all intermediate school kids?
Will we be forced to watch reruns of
old black and white video clips of
Senator Joe McCarthy’s House UnAmerican Activities hearings?
Relax, it’s none of the above. It’s
actually far worse.
Unconfirmed reports, from a reliable source, indicate there is a group
of people, “concerned” lacrosse parents if you will, who have apparently
started a petition signing around town
to have WHS’s first-year boys lacrosse coach fired. “Mistreatment” is
their key word.
Let’s look at this a little closer: this
coach played varsity lacrosse at WHS,
and was a member of state championship teams in both his junior and
senior years (1986, ’87). After playing four years at the University of
Michigan, and earning team captain
as a senior, he spent nine years as the
WHS jayvee coach (1997-2005) and
two years as the varsity assistant before taking over this spring. He’s also
one of the most intense guys you’ll
ever know. Those are all plusses in
my eyes.
WHS graduated 19 senior lettermen
last spring. A very young and very
inexperienced team (5 lettermen) this
spring posted a 3-16 record, the worst
since the program started in 1978. So
the question begs: does that give
people any right to go on a witch
hunt? There is a chain of command. It
starts, and should end, with the athletic director; word is, if these people
“can’t get no satisfaction” from the
AD, they will take their case up the
ladder, to the principal, the superintendent and, if necessary, the Board
of Education.
Since the AD is the one who hires
all coaches, he should be the one to
determine if a coach should be rehired. And since the AD gets out
every day of every season to see every
team play, and every coach coach, he
is in position to make any change he
feels necessary, without any parental
“assistance.”
Parents being upset with a coach is
nothing new. So he/she didn’t play
their child, or he/she yelled at or
benched him/her … hey, folks, that’s
how it works. And no amount of
money or backroom good-old-boy
networking should ever be able to
change that. You don’t have to agree
with it, and you don’t have to like it,
but the coach is the coach.

A good varsity program usually
consists of the following three things,
and usually in this order: 1) good
players, 2) a good feeder program for
continuity, 3) a good coach. And remember, it doesn’t matter who the
coach is, or what the sport is; if the
coach doesn’t have good players and
a good feeder program, winning will
be a lot tougher. Cases in point: Gary
Kehler, the best football coach in
WHS history, was 5-4 in his final
year; Kehler, also the best wrestling
coach in school history, was 8-8 in his
final year. Think he had lost it? Or
maybe the well of talent had started to
run a little dry? But nobody publicly
called for his head. Nobody started a
letter-signing petition to fire him.
“It’s a truly sad world we live in,”
said K.C. Knobloch (WHS, ’78), a
former football-baseball standout at
WHS and now an assistant coach, to
his wife, Deanna, of the powerhouse
Moorestown girls lacrosse team, winner of the last nine state championships.
“I don’t know the situation up in
Westfield, but if we didn’t win like
we do here, we’d be out, too. People
with money use their perceived power
to dictate who they want. Good
coaches are being run out of sports
due to these overzealous parents.”

David B. Corbin (Archives) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOOD OLD DAYS…Vicky Nusse, left, who will be inducted into the Westfield
High School Athletic Hall of Fame in November, poses with Becky Hamilton,
center, and Amy Coccaro prior to a Powder Puff Game.

In the past year, Hunterdon
Central’s successful boys soccer
coach and North Hunterdon’s boys
basketball coach were both “let go”
after parents complained about things
so trivial that it would blow your
mind. And there are similar tales ev-

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Phyllis Brown
of the Weichert Westfield Office
Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.
Invite Phyllis in, and she’ll bring results!
Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Introducing, by Popular Demand

Handyman Services
Building Yesteryear Today
908-232-6380

ery day in every corner of the state.
It’s really pathetic.
Sadly, these things have happened
before in the Old Towne. A longtime
successful coach, let’s call him Spittin’
Joe, had a run of football teams in the
1940s that were as good as it gets:
Three unbeaten seasons, five sectional
championships and a 74-14 record in
nine years, with dozens of players
going on to big-time colleges. He
also coached some great basketball
and baseball teams. But a couple of
so-so years and he was hung out to
dry by the Board of Education.
Did that athletic director get a petition signed by a bunch of unhappy
parents back in 1954? Or did some
powerful people in town help make
the decision for the Board of Education? It’s hard to tell from reading the
old newspaper articles of that period.
What we do know is this: When the
inmates start trying to run the asylum,
it’s never a good sign.
HALL OF FAME UPDATE
The Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
will be holding its eighth induction
on Monday, November 24, at the
Westwood Banquet Hall, Garwood.
Bob Davis, Bob Dougherty, Phil
Gottlick, Marty Howarth, John
Ketcham, Bob King, Rebecca Krohn,
Vicky Nusse, Cory Posey, Gregg

www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Schmalz, Bob Brewster Sr., the unbeaten 1973 wrestling team and the
state champion 1991 boys soccer team
are to be honored that night.
And while that night is still almost six months away, it’s never
too early to start thinking about the
Class of 2010 … and beyond. Here
is a list of the athletes (79), coaches
(14) and teams (23) currently on the
list of potential inductees. If you
think somebody should be added to
that list, contact WHS athletic director Ed Tranchina or Bill Jordan
at Taylor-Love Realty and get a
nomination form, or go to
www.allthingswestfield.com and
find an application on the Hall of
Fame link.
Male athletes: Mike Abeles, Drew
Cary, Neil Chamberlin, Steve Cheek,
Greg Chlan, Gordon Clark, Jan
Cocozziello, Dave Coleman, Jay
Cook, Chuck Cosenza, Dwight
Davies, Joey Deer, Clint Factor, Bob
Felter, Matt Frawley, Mark Giacone,
Dan Gilday, Jerry Gottlick, Ron Hall,
Paul Healy, Chris Infantino, Chris
Jordan, Paul Jordan, Ron Kashlak,
K.C. Knobloch, Jim Kovacs, Skeeter
MacCloskey, Steve McCoy, Chris
McFadden, Bob McNally, Spud Monroe, Don Mutz, Dan Nichols, Dennis
Powers, Buddy Robinson, Rick
Sampson, Greg Schmidt, Steve
Schramm, Bret Schundler, Kurt
Stiefken, Dick Stotler, Lamont Turner,
Aaron Weber, Joe Wilson.
Female athletes: Jenee Anzelone,
Claudia Carnevale, Lynne Cassidy,
Jill Dame, Julie Elmuccio, Kathy
Federici, Kim Kumpf, Liz McKeon,
Noreen Morris, Jen Schwarzenbek,
Aimee Stout, Natalie Urciuoli, Amy
Williams, Janney Zonnevylle.
Old-timers (pre-1960): Sam Arbes,
Steve Banyasz, Floyd Beane, Terry
Bentley, George Clarke, Frank Feely,

Walt Hansgen, Jim Kane, Bob List,
Roger Love, Red MacCloskey, Ed
McGinley, Al Pfeiffer, Paul Robeson,
Charlie Schrope, Karney Scioscia,
Rudy Stanzel, Robert Turner, Roger
Twitchell, Pump Vella, Ken Welch.
Coaches: Tony Berardo, Sam
Bunting, Bill Cant, Stu Carey, Shaun
Cherewich, Perry Coultas, Joe Della
Badia, Pete Giordano, Bruce Johnson,
Norm Koury, Don MacDonald,
Maggie McFadden, Dick Zimmer,
Les Zorge.
Teams: 1966 and 1995 baseball,
1936 and 1959 boys basketball, 1971
boys cross country, 1995 girls cross
country, 1930-31, 1941 and 1961 football, 1986 and 1995 boys soccer, 1978
and 1985 softball, 1969-70 and 1992
boys swimming, 1987-88 girls swimming, 1978, 1981-82 and 1986-87
boys tennis, 1973 boys track, and
1967, 1975 and 1978 wrestling.
Rich Gottlick (’73) is trying to locate members of the 1973 wrestling
team, so they can be contacted and
hopefully be part of the induction. If
anybody knows the whereabouts of
any of the following, please contact
Rich at rgottlick@hotmail.com:
Dave Brown, Bill Steele, Joe
Thome, Charlie Schrope, Mark Dennis, Quint Mansell, Walt Heiniger
Pete Shearer, John Jacobson, Ed
Belford, Fred Bailey, Scott Toll, Ross
Novacek, Roy Parrott, Jeff Smith,
Ken Valenti, Al Weissman, Daryl
Brewster, Brooks Clark, John Williams, Jay Boylan, John Wilson.
FITTING FINALE
Evan Shapiro, who graduates tonight as one of the outstanding hitters
in WHS baseball history, had a single,
double and drove in four runs as the
Watchung Conference beat the Mountain Valley Conference, 5-4, last
Wednesday in the first WatchungMountain Valley Seniors All-Star
Game at Elizabeth’s Williams Field.
Joining Shapiro, as starters were WHS
teammates Evan Einstein (cf), Justin
Olsen (c) and Mike Cappiello (1b).
WHS vs. SP-F
Faithful reader Dave Lazarus provided us with the final WHS vs. SP-F
records for the spring. WHS went 20 in both baseball and softball, 1-0 in
tennis, golf and boys track, and lost in
girls track, for an overall 7-1 mark.
After going 6-3 in the winter and 9-41 in the fall, WHS won 22, SP-F 8 and
there was one tie. The 73.3 winning
percentage for the 2007-08 year is
just slightly higher than the 71+ percent WHS has enjoyed throughout
the 80-plus years of the rivalry.
WAIT ’TIL NEXT YEAR
Six good reasons to look forward
to the 2008-09 sports season at WHS.
1) Tony DiIorio handing off to
Ricardo Johnson and throwing passes
to Chris Sheehan in the fall, and Chris
Sheehan throwing passing to Tony
DiIorio in the winter.
2) Defenders Todd Saunders, Pat
Tresnan, Nick Breza and Justin
Ramalho trying to not allow a goal
for the entire soccer season.
3) A healthy Diana Venezia and
Gabby Jakub returning in volleyball
and basketball, and Kim Townsend in
volleyball and softball.
4) Chris DeLaFuente, Matt
Meserole and a potentially, scarygood boys swim team.
5) Cyndil Matthew (softball) and
Chris Jenkins (baseball).
6) Seniors Dean Thompson, James
Chu, Greg Luppescu and Co. going
after a third straight Group 4 tennis
title.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments, complains and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVR!
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goleader.com/subscribe

EXTRAORDINARY AGENTS
Representing the Burgdorff Philosophy of
“Anticipating the needs of our clients
and exceeding their expectations... every time.”

Rosalyn “Roz” Alexander, SRES Lila Weiner
Sales Associate
908-233-6572
roz-alexander@burgdorff.com
Agent Profile @
www.burgdorff.com/roz-alexander

Sales Associate
908-233-3624
lila-weiner@burgdorff.com
Agent Profile @
www.burgdorff.com/lila-weiner

Now More Than Ever the Right Realtor will Make All the difference
WESTFIELD OFFICE
Owned and Operated By NRT LLC

600 North Ave. West • Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-0065

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, June 19, 2008

Page 13

Cardinals Down Yankees, 5-4,
For Internat’l Division Crown
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – In what even the
umpire admitted was “a great Little
League game,” the Cardinals outlasted
the Yankees 5-4 in a hard-fought extra inning contest to win the Westfield
Baseball League International Division Championship (age 12) game on
June 7, at Gumbert Field.
Led by the strong pitching of Jack
Simcox and James Brucia, who combined for eight strikeouts, the visiting
Cardinals were able to scratch out the
go-ahead run in the top of the seventh
inning on a clutch hit by catcher and
clean-up hitter Christian Rosa, who
singled to center field to score Brucia

from third. Brucia had earlier drawn
a one-out walk before being advanced
to third on a single to right field by
first baseman Conor Finn.
The Cardinals’ tie-breaking run was
necessitated by the resiliency of the
Yankees who, after being shut out 40 through the first four innings, saw
their bats come to life in the bottom of
the fifth. With Brucia pitching his
second inning, the Yanks were able to
string together hits for the first time in
the contest. John Clancy, Luke
McGrory and Zach Levan reached
base consecutively with sharp singles,
with Levan’s hit scoring Clancy for
the first Yankee run. Doubles to rightcenter field by Kyle Heffernan and

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEAGUE CHAMPS…The Cardinals outlasted the Yankees 5-4 to win the
Westfield Baseball League International Division Championship (age 12) game
on June 7. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling; Christian Rosa, Chris Hendrix,
Evan Rossi, Seth Botos, Austin Miller and Dimitri Costa; second row, Michael
Maguire, Chris Pettit, Aram Barmakian, James Brucia, Matt Friedman, Jack
Simcox and Conor Finn; back row, Coaches Joe Rosa, Dave Finn and Steve
Simcox. Mmissing: Coach Jim Brucia.

Westfield Softball Girls Open
American League Playoffs
The Westfield Girls American
League Softball League opening
round of playoffs began with a “play
in” round of three great games this
past week.
The Devil Rays ended the regular
season with a hard fought, 8-6 win
over the Rangers anchored by the
pitching of Elena Scarano and Emily
Mastrocola. Molly Jennings led the
offense with three hits.
In the first round of the playoffs,
the Royals defeated the White Sox,
16-6, backed by the great pitching of
Marlena Montes and Janie O’Connor.
O’Connor and Colleen Gallagher had
big hits to lead the offense. First

baseman Lena Morello made several
excellent plays to lead the defense.
The Rangers defeated the Orioles,
8-4, behind the pitching of Tara
Reardon and Emily and Zoe
Greenberg. Reardon struck out five
batters in three innings pitched without yielding a hit and Emily Greenberg
threw two shutout innings in relief.
Danielle Cristiano, Emily Geenberg,
Zoe Greenberg and Chrissy Mosco all
had multiple-hit games and Meaghan
Clifford blasted a late inning double to
nail the coffin for the Rangers.
In the final first round playoff game
the Red Sox defeated the Yankees in
an 8-7 nail-biter.

Anthony Pirrone, drove in the remaining three runs to tie the score at four
before Brucia recovered and struck
out the last two batters of the inning.
The Cardinals’ scoring began in
the top of the first inning. Matt Friedman and Finn both singled, Simcox
walked and then Seth Botos came
through in the clutch with a double to
left-center field to give the Cardinals
a 3-0 lead. They tacked on an additional run in the top of the fifth inning
thanks to the gutsy base-running of
Aram Barmakian. With Botos on
third, Barmakian, on first after being
walked, took a huge lead attempting
to draw a pickoff throw from the
Yankees’ pitcher. Botos, who had earlier singled and stolen two bases,
sensed his teammate’s plan and broke
for home plate when the pickoff attempt on Barmakian was made and
scored the team’s fourth run, one that
proved crucial when the Yankees rallied for four runs in the bottom of the
fifth to tie the score.
Both teams were retired easily in
the sixth inning to send the game into
extra innings. The intensity level was
at its highest in the bottom of the
seventh inning after the Cardinals
had retaken the lead. With the top of
the order coming to bat for the Yankees, the crowd and both teams knew
what was at stake.
“I can’t bear to watch anymore,”
one of the team parents was heard to
say from the stands. Each pitch and
each swing of the bat raised anxiety
levels to new heights. As temperature
began to climb with the onset of the
weekend heat wave, Brucia, the Cardinals’ pitcher, was able to dig deep in
both the sixth and seventh innings to
keep the Yankees at bay, aided by
clutch defense in both innings by
Michael Maguire at second base and
Evan Rossi at third base.
Great defense was a staple in this
battle. Two putouts at the plate by
Yankee catcher Stephen Husch and
an unassisted double play by Finn,
the Cardinals’ first baseman, were
just a few of the defensive highlights.
Remarking on the “great Little
League game,” umpire Mark Zoller
said, “Every hit was a clean hit. The
defense was fantastic.”
The remainder of the Cardinals
roster, who contributed throughout
the year, included Austin Miller, Chris
Hendrix, Dmitri Costa and Chris
Pettit. TheYankees roster was rounded
out by Chris Sullivan, John Birle,
Peter Hessemer, Matt Greco, Danny
and Mike Leahy, Steve Husch and
Nick Sanders.

Model
Now Open!

Model NowOpen!
Luxury
Condominium
Residences
in the Heart
of Downtown
Westfield

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING THE PACE…Midway left centerfielder Steve Ditrilio follows teammate Rick Richardson after unloading his tworun home run to increase the team’s lead to 9-0 in the fourth inning. Richardson blasted a two-run shot in the second inning.

RICHARDSON, DITRILO EACH BLAST 2-RUN HOMERS

Midway Avenue Men Down
Poplar Place Softballers, 17-9
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defensive wizardry and the addition of offensive authority by Midway Avenue was enough to claim a
17-9, victory over Poplar Place in
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Association action at LaGrande Park in
Fanwood on June 11.
Crafty pitching from Manny Perez
and a 19-hit bombardment caused
major instability for Poplar. Midway
leadoff hitter Rick Richardson went
4-for-5 with an RBI double and a
devastating two-run homer. Steve
Williams whacked three doubles and
a single, and had two RBI. Anthony
Blasi and Drew Koski each triggered
three RBI. Steve Ditrilio crushed a
two-run homer, Bryan McCarthy (4
walks) knocked in two runs and Larry
Logudice contributed two RBI.
Poplar did not score a run or get any

of 13 hits until the fourth inning. Ed
DeFrancesco drilled two doubles and
had three RBI. J.J. DeNoia singled
twice and had three RBI, Ryan Comer
doubled and scored, and Bill Guarneri
posted a two-run double.
Defensive heroics began with third
baseman ‘That’s how you play softball’ Blasi, who made a superb shoelace catch in the second inning and
followed with two great leaping backhand stabs for putouts to kill rallies in
the fifth and sixth innings. First
baseman Matt Cahill made two slick
grabs and team captain shortstop Jay
White grabbed a sizzling liner in the
second inning.
Fine defense emerged from Poplar
as well as third baseman Kevin Ryan
halted two vicious liners for putouts
and Bryan Smith made several fine
defensive plays at shortstop.
“It’s just fun. They’re coming at

you nice and hard, so you must have
good reaction, anticipate where the
ball is coming and, hopefully, make
the play,” said Blasi. “You definitely
must know your hitters. After every at
bat, you kind of realize whether you
can go with it and hope to find yourself in the right spot at the right time.”
“Without Blasi, I would not be as
good a pitcher as I am. Many of my
pitches are hit to that area. He’s a very
good third baseman and he cleans it
up,” added Perez. “A couple of other
pitches got on the inside and became
kind of Texas leaguers. They just fell
right in and the guys were unable to
get them late in the game.”
Blasi banged a two-run single in
the top of the first inning. The lead
increased to 6-0 in the second when
Williams doubled and Koski slashed
his two-RBI double to left followed
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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BROKERS
WELCOME

Open House: Sunday June 22nd 1-4pm • 808 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield
Westfield . . . Magnificent Stone Creek custom 12 RM, 5 BDRM, 6 ½ BTH, 6600 sq.ft. colonial. Architectural integrity, detailed craftsmanship
& prestigious location. Outstanding amenities.-customized ceilings, exquisite millwork, old world arched drways, 2 story foyer w/motorized
chand. Lift, 4 frplcs, circular strcase, holiday sz DR, deluxe KIT, butler’s pantry w/wet bar, 1st flr guest suite, Library, Master suite w/frplc,
dress. Rm, & sitting rm. 1st & 2nd flr game rms, 3 car garage, 4 zn HT & CAC. 148 x 200 property. $2,995,000. WSF0065

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555 Ext. 169

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
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Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUTTING IT AWAY…Pete Samila blasted a solo home run in the third inning
against Deegan Roofing.

Samila’s Pizza Men Tear Up
Deegan Softball Roofers, 18-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Samila’s runs in the top of the first.
Mike Parkhill (3-for-5, 3 RBI)
doubled in the third run. Deegan
matched those runs in the bottom of
the first. Bendix and Straniero both
singled and scored off RBI from
Damon Roth and Mike Kuchar. Marty
Marks (2-for-3) followed with an RBI
double to center.
Brown tripled and scored and Vito
Calstaldo (2-for-3, run scored) lofted
an RBI sacrifice fly in the second but
Deegan quickly answered with two
runs to take a 5-4 lead when Matt
Betau and Rich Johns both singled
and scored on Steve Brainard’s RBI
single followed by an error.

Pete Samila launched his solo blast
over the centerfield fence in the third
to tie the score then the Pizza men
fired up the ovens with five more runs
on six hits in the fourth, highlighted
by Gerardo Roman’s RBI single and
Savarese’s RBI double. The Roofers
nailed down their final two runs in the
fifth when Matt Walsh drilled an RBI
double and Roth hit an RBI sac fly.
The Pizza men had plenty more
topping to add and shuffled three
more runs on four hits across the plate
in the sixth inning and five more runs
on six hits in the seventh.
Samila’s Pizza
Deegan Roofers

311 503 5
320 020 0
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50+ DIVISION A (as of June 15):
TEAM
W
Bare Necessities
10
Buffy’s Tavern
9
Awnings Galore
7
Iceman’s Karaoke
4
American Legion/LLG
3
D&K Associates
2
50+ DIVISION B:
TEAM
W
SMC
11
Re/Max
6
Northwestern Mutual
6
KMD Tuning
5
Associated Auto Parts
1
The Office
1
SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM
W
Kilkenny House
6
Creative Industries
5
Commerce Bank
4
Associated Auto Silver
1
LA Law
0

L
1
1
3
5
8
9
L
0
6
6
6
10
10
L
0
1
3
5
7

Bare Necessities 15, American Legion/LLG 14
Necessities blasted 23 hits, sparked
by the four hits each of Angelo Corbo
and Joe Massimino. Ed Belford, Larry
Berra and Tom Straniero contributed
three hits apiece, while Tony Williams homered.
Buffy’s 20, Iceman’s 5
Gino Antonucci (HR), Ron Kulik
and Don Pencinger each produced
four hits for Buffy’s.
Awnings Galore 9, D&K 2
Awnings collected 20 hits, led by
Neil Grandstrand, Bob Grausam and
Bob Rahnenfuhrer with three hits each.
Northwestern 5, The Office 4
The Insurers scored three runs in
the sixth inning to seal the victory. Ed
McColgan’s three hits and the steady

pitching of Dennis Baker and Wayne
Morse led Northwestern. Tom
McNulty (single, 2 doubles) and
Glenn Zuhl (HR) led the Office.
KMD 22, Associated Auto 17
Dan Sulich (HR, triple, 2 singles)
and Cliff DeAnna, Bill Early and Ed
Quinn with key hits led KMD. AAP
received three hits from Mac
Kowaleski, two triples from Joe Sarica
and a homerun from John Esposito.
Awnings 16, The Office 3
Bob Grausam, Ray Meigs and Bob
Rahnenfuhrer led Awnings’ 22-hit
attack with three hits apiece, while
Tom Pasko stroked a homerun.
Northwestern 18, D&K 8
Northwestern exploded for 27 hits,
sparked Pete Osborn (4 hits) and
Anthony Abbaleo, Bob Bierman, Lee
Halinewski and Rich Polonitza with
three hits each. Outfielders George
Gonzales and Jim Price were outstanding on defense.
Buffy’s 10, Associated 8
See exclusive story
Kilkenny House 16, LA Law 0
Tom Wieczerak (2 triples) and John
Wieczerak each produced three hits,
while pitcher Buddy Brazaitis was
outstanding on the mound.
Commerce 16, Associated Silver 4
The Automen managed some productive hitting from Tom Brown (HR,
double), Paul Brody and Teo
Fernandez.
SMC 11, RE/MAX 4
SMC 20, American Legion 6
RE/MAX 24, Iceman’s 15
Bare Necessities 7, KMD (forfeit)

Midway Avenue Men Down
Poplar Place Softballers, 17-9
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OPPORTUNISTIC THIEF…This “squirrelly” little rascal pilfers sunflower
seeds, while a Samila’s Pizza player is busy playing softball.

by Richardson’s home run to remote
center. In the third, thanks to back-toback walks, Midway added a run on a
single by Williams. In the fourth,
Midway took a 9-0 lead when
Richardson banged a single and
Ditrilio walloped his two-run homer.
Poplar finally responded with a run
in the bottom of the fourth. Grant
Watt and Smith singled, and
DeFrancesco slashed an RBI double.
In the fifth, Midway’s Williams
doubled and Koski lofted an RBI
sacrifice fly to right. Poplar answered
when Kevin Newell doubled to left
and scored on DeNoia’s single.
After Poplar changed pitchers,
Midway added four more runs in the
sixth. Logudice drew a bases-loaded
walk, McCarthy rapped a two-run
double and Williams ripped a double
to make the score 14-2. Poplar cut
loose with four runs in the bottom of

the inning, highlighted by
DeFrancesco’s two run double and
DeNoia’s two-run single.
Midway kept scoring with three
runs in the seventh. Perez singled,
Richardson doubled, Cahill worked a
walk, Blazi bopped a two-run single
and scored on Logudice’s single. Poplar countered with three runs in the
bottom of the inning. Comer doubled,
Watt singled and Smith walked.
Ryan’s patience resulted in an RBI
walk and Guarneri pounded a tworun double to left.
“It’s been 15 years (for me) playing
here. It started in Westfield and we
moved it here. It’s very competitive,
the camaraderie of all the players
allow you to have a good time, you
meet a lot of good people and you
have a great time,” said Perez.
Midway Avenue
Poplar Place

241 214 3
000 114 3
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David B. Corbin (April 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING IN THE WINNING RUN…Blue Devil Justin Olsen singles to left in the
bottom of the seventh to drive in Mike Clark with the winning run in a 13-12
victory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

Blue Devil Baseballers Finish
Season with an 18-6 Record
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

were phenomenal. He was a top-ofthe-order, pesky hitter, who found a
way to get on,” said coach Brewster.
Rutgers-bound catcher Justin
Olsen, a three-year starter, finished
with a .375 BA, 23 RBI, tied junior
Mike Clark with four home runs, hit
nine doubles and scored 18 runs.
“Justin was solid behind the plate.
He handled the pitching staff very
well. It was very difficult for other
teams to run against him. Teams had
to change their tactics because his
arm was a big time threat. He drew
five intentional walks. That says a lot
about how teams respected him,” said
coach Brewster.
First baseman Cappiello, who batted .356, had two home runs, 21
RBI, six doubles and 17 runs scored.
Second baseman Mark Melino had
11 RBI, 16 runs scored and a .383
BA. Infielder Mike Melillo scored
19 runs and had a .292 BA. Designated hitter Mike Mosier batted .333,
whacked three homers and three

Elliott, Liebowitz Get
All-Group Golf Honors
Westfield High School co-captain Dan Liebowitz and freshman
Sean Elliott recently received AllGroup 4 honors in boys golf by
The Star-Ledger. Elliott, who made
the All-Group 4 First Team, was
also named to the All-State Second Team. Liebowitz was named
to the All-Group 4 Second Team.
The Blue Devils, who had a 22-1
record, finished ranked No. 6 in
the state.

triples, and had 20 RBI. In their
limited time at the plate, seniors Ryan
Brand and Mike Nanna batted .500,
Jesse Embry batted .300 and Joe
Vall-Llobera singled in his only at
bat of the season.
Clark finished with a .356 BA, 17
RBI, two triples and 17 runs scored to
go with his four homers. Freshman
right fielder A.J. Murray had two
triples, seven doubles, 16 runs scored
and a .255 BA. Junior Matt Loughlin
finished 2-for-4 with a .500 BA and
third baseman Matt Isabella finished
with a .280 BA.
Senior Ryan Scanlon, in 46 innings, allowed 44 hits and 18 walks
but turned in a fine 2.43 ERA and a
perfect 6-0 record. In nearly 27 innings, Cappiello allowed 35 hits and
17 walks, fanned 16 and finished 3-0.
Senior Joe Green had a 1-0 record
and junior Kyle Hayden struck out 12
and walked 11 in seven innings of
relief.
“In general, I was extremely blessed
with a phenomenal senior class. Every senior had something positive to
contribute from the first day until the
last day,” said coach Brewster, who
added that Clark, Einstein, Melino
and Scanlon played, “above and beyond the call of duty.”
Jenkins, the mound ace, used his
90+ miles per hour fastball to record
94 strikeouts in less than 51 innings,
while allowing 36 hits and 26 walks.
Facing the toughest teams, he had a 53 record and a 1.66 earned run average (ERA).
“The nice thing is I have him another year,” said coach Brewster.

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

MOUNTAINSIDE
MOUNTAINSIDE

RAISED RANCH

$799,900

This distinctive home reflects the sellers special attention to detail and outstanding quality
throughout. This very special 4 bedroom home features radiant heated floors on the first
level, custom cabinetry in the kitchen, formal dining room with a view of the beautiful treelined property, gracious living room with fireplace, cozy den with wood burning fireplace.
Master bedroom with full bath, laundry room, wall to wall closet space throughout, an expansive
family room. All this just moments from the picturesque Watchung Reservation and the
Trailside Nature Center. Close to major highways, transportation to NYC, shopping and the
finest dining that this wonderful community has to offer. MLS # 2501951

HAMPTON’S STYLE COLONIAL $1,399,900

Built in 2005 and set high on a knoll, reminiscent of a grand “Hamptons” beach house this
beautifully crafted custom home offers every amenity. Treetop view windows allow light to
stream through every room. Incredibly spacious with 5,000 SF of living space, the comfortably
proportioned rooms flow effortlessly. The center two story foyer joins the living room & formal
dining room. A 5 sided conservatory style study expands the 1st floors formal living area. Any
cook can appreciate the professional quality appointments of the gourmet kitchen. Arched
windows in the adjoining family great room flood the entire space with light & the fireplace`s
raised hearth balances the feeling of warmth & sky. The gallery style 2nd fl. foyer offers privacy
for the 900 SF master suite area comprising bedroom & sitting room with dual sided fireplace,
two walk-in closets & spa quality master bath. The 2nd fl. offers 4 additional bedrooms & 2
baths including a princess/au pair suite and Jack & Jill bedrooms. MLS # 2509130

SCOTCH PLAINS

SPLIT

$469,000

Henry West built 3 bedroom 2.5 bath split with beautiful, large yard on lovely street near
elementary school and park. Hardwood Floors, Central Air, newer roof. Recent updates include
roof and gutters, storm windows, reglazed windows, exterior painted, double wide blacktop
driveway with belgian block. Approx. one mile to Fanwood train station and town. MLS #
2508233

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

SCOTCH PLAINS

COLONIAL

$1,199,000

6 Bedroom, 3 Bath Colonial. This notable gem sits high on a knoll overlooking 2.24 acres. An
elegantly appointed home boasting quality architectural details and modern amenities combined
with a light infused floor plan. 9 car oversized garage, 3 fireplaces, partially finished basement,
in-ground pool, eat-in-kitchen, and formal dining room. MLS # 2481118

WESTFIELD

NEW CONSTRUCTION

$1,569,000

This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom
interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large
center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast nook,
wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood burning fireplace
w/marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will host a full bath, closets, dry
bar & bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry
room & walk up attic. The master suite will include his/her walk in closets, fireplace & a spa
like retreat w/Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283 for more details. MLS # 2488244

WESTFIELD

weichert.com
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

W E S T F I E L D O F F I C E 1 8 5 E L M S T R E E T / W E S T F I E L D, N J 0 7 0 9 0 / 9 0 8 - 6 5 4 - 7 7 7 7

Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

COLONIAL

$2,750,000

Extraordinary Caldora constructed luxury colonial home, situated on a private lane in
Wychwood. This home has 11 rooms, 4 bedrooms, 4 marble baths, 3 fireplaces, butlers pantry
with sink and wine cooler, kitchen with two subzero appliances, two dishwashers and a 48"
range. A grand staircase leads to bridge overlooking great room. Triple trey ceiling w/crown
molding in dining room and coffered trey ceiling in Master bedroom. Master suite includes
California closets and a Jacuzzi tub. MLS # 2494177

ert
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SHOWCASING SOME DARING BASERUNNING…Buffy’s Donnie Montefusco attempts to stretch a single into a double
but gets tagged out by Auto man second baseman Joe Adase in the second inning.

Buffy’s Bites Associated in UC Sr. Softball, 10-8
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

RBI triple. Wayne Moeller scored
twice, singled and had an RBI. Bob
D’Meo and Don Pencinger each had
an RBI single and scored once.

Steve Adase (run scored), Phil Fink,
Don White (RBI) and Richie Krob
(RBI) each singled.
The Auto men got rolling with two

single in the second. D’Meo prevented
more runs with a great catch in
leftfield, then Buffy’s immediately
retaliated with two runs. Hartnett hammered his RBI triple and Vail slashed
an RBI single. Tavern man Gorman
singled and scored on Kulik’s RBI
single in the third but Auto man shortstop John Esposito initiated a slick
second-to-first double play to clot the
puncture wound.
Kowalski singled and scored in the
fourth but Buffy’s pitcher Vail brought
the Auto men’s rally to a screeching
halt by smothering a line drive and
tossing to first for a double play. With
the benefit of an error in right, Buffy’s
scored their final run in the bottom of
the fourth to take a 10-4 lead.
After silent fifth and sixth innings,
the Auto men frightened Buffy’s with
six straight hits and three runs across
the plate before the fourth run scored
on a sacrifice fly out, which forced
centerfielder Montefusco to make a
great catch. After a bloop single
loaded the bases, Vail grabbed a hopper back to the mound, fired to second for the force out, where shortstop
Hartnett tossed to first for the double
play to end the game.

Exquisitely mingling vintage charm with today’s luxuries, this beautiful five bedroom, three
full & two half bath Westfield Colonial boasts gorgeous woodwork, hardwood floors,
chestnut moldings, arched entryways, three fireplaces, an updated granite accented kitchen
with breakfast room, updated baths and central air-conditioning. Highlights are a rec
room, wine cellar, a sprawling yard & a Gardens location. Presented for $1,700,000.

Weichert
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OUT AT FIRST BASE…Buffy first baseman Bob D’Meo makes the putout on
Auto man Joe Sirica in the sixth inning.

Franklin rapped an RBI single.
The Auto men actually out-hit the
Tavern men, 18-16. Dave Goodman
(run scored) cracked a two-run single
and an RBI double. Paul Brodie went
3-for-3, scored twice and had an RBI,
while Joe Adase (run scored) poked a
pair of singles and doubled. Mack
Kowalski (2 runs scored), Keith
McDede (run scored) and Ron
Horinko (RBI) each singled twice.

runs in the top of the first inning when
McDede and Kowalski, who both
singled, scored on Goodman’s tworun single. Buffy’s, however, took a
big chomp with six runs on seven hits
in the bottom of the inning. If it were
not for McDede’s fabulous catch in
right field, more Tavern men would
have tapped the plate.
Auto man Brodie singled and
scored on Horinko’s sagging RBI

Associated Auto
Buffy’s Tavern

210 100 4
621 100 x

Reading is Good For You
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Situated in Westfield’s notable Gardens, this Center Hall Colonial brims with timeless
details, hardwood floors, moldings & designer essentials. The living room, formal dining
room & family room enchant you. The kitchen boasts a breakfast area with cathedral ceiling. Relax in the master suite with walk-in closet & full bath, the rec room or on the tiered
deck that opens to the lovely landscaped yard. Presented for $1,595,000.

goleader.com/subscribe

OPEN HOUSE: SUN 6/22 1-5pm
872 Winyah Avenue

Located on one of Scotch Plains' most picturesque streets, this Expanded Ranch is embraced by an impressive property with a deck, in-ground pool, patio, towering trees & exquisite landscaping. The interior features hardwood floors, classic moldings, a marvelous
use of glass & skylights, a family room & leisure room and an updated eat-in kitchen . The
master has an updated bath, walk-in closet & office area. There are three more bedrooms,
two more baths, walk-in storage & a rec room. Presented for $993,000.

WESTFIELD . . . Weichert, Realtors and Holly Cohen are pleased to introduce 872 Winyah Avenue located in
the premier Wychwood enclave of Westfield. This captivating 10 room, 5 BR, 4.5 bath Center Hall Colonial style
home beautifully articulates the best of 1930’s architectural design with notable custom amenities for today’s
lifestyle. The masterful kitchen design features Canadian Birch cabinetry, granite countertops, wet bar, and an
endless array of epicurean appointments. A grande sized family room (21x17) with custom built-in maple cabinetry,
dining room with corner cabinets & elegantly appointed living room with fireplace combine to create a floor plan
custom designed for your enjoyment. The tastefully finished basement offers a recreation room with built-in
cabinetry, wine cellar and sauna. Additional amenities include a charming back staircase to kitchen, guest suite,
generous closets and storage space, multi-zone heating and central air, beautifully manicured property and storybook
location. $1,399,000. DIRECTIONS: E Broad to Wychwood to Winyah. MLS # 2534082

Invite Holly in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

This historic Clark Scudder Home, located in Westfield’s Wychwood section melds antique charm, modern amenities, wide-plank oak flooring and rough hewn beams with an
addition that includes the master suite, breakfast room and a family room expansion with
access to the patio. The living room and formal dining room both have vintage built-ins &
fireplaces. Four more bedrooms, a first floor laundry, office & mud room and a beautifully landscaped yard enhance this American classic. Presented for $1,385,000.

Holly Cohen
weichert.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065
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St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:
ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of June 14:)
TEAM
St. Patrick
St. Joseph
St. Luke
St. Anne
St. Jude

W
4
4
2
2
0

L
2
2
2
2
3

Pct
.667
.667
.500
.500
.000

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM
St. Anthony
St. David
St. Aloysius
St. Matthew
St. Stephen

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORK OF ART…Westfield High School senior Christina Wichoski displays her
senior project of beautifying the Blue Devil varsity baseball team dugout.

Student Wichoski Beautifies
Blue Devil Baseball Dugouts
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) senior Christina
Wichoski has found a way to give a
little back to her school. She was
given an idea by baseball Head Coach
Bob Brewster to beautify the varsity
baseball field dugout behind Edison
Intermediate School.
The project, which took a lot of
planning and designing, also came
with a very tight deadline but Christina met the deadline with time to
spare. Wichoski painted the exterior
of the dugouts and carefully painted

WF Inter Milan Has
Super Spring Season
Westfield U9 Boys Inter Milan Soccer Club finished out a strong spring
campaign, avenging an early season loss to Millburn Pythons by a 21 score. Westfield Inter Milan finished the regular season with a 7-21 record and finished first in the U9
Gold Division in the Chatham
United Memorial Day Tournament.

the name “Westfield” flanked by the
face of the “Blue Devil” on the left
and a “Baseball” on the right.
“It took me about three weeks. I
began on May 7 but the weather, with
all the rain, was tough,” she said.
Beautifying the varsity field and
the surrounding area runs in the family, since her father, Ken, has volunteered his time for years, making sure
the field is in usable condition. Also,
during games, Ken has helped with
the operation the scoreboard and playing mostly “Oldies but Goodies” tunes
for the fans’ enjoyment.
Christina’s work is not yet done.
She intends to add a few more touch
ups during the summer.
“I’m planning to list all the championships that the team has won
(throughout the years),” she said.
Christina may have to paint in relatively small letters because the varsity has claimed 12 Union County
crowns (four more than runner up
Union), two sectional titles and numerous Watchung Conference titles.
Coach Brewster and WHS Athletic
Director Ed Trancina have been very
happy and proud of her effort.

W
4
3
1
1
1

L
Pct
0 1.000
3 .500
2 .333
3 .250
3 .250

St. Joseph 11, St. Aloysius 6
Stan Lesniewski (double, triple, 2
runs) went 3-for-3. St. Joes tacked on
four runs in the bottom of the sixth.
Als Kevin Woodring, George Balint,
Art Hobble and Chris Paternek had
two hits apiece. Joes Walt Patrylo,
Pete Chemidlin, Milk Monroy, Pat
Luongo and Dean Talcott had two
hits apiece.
St. Patrick 14, St. David 13
Keith Gibbons crushed a dramatic
three-run homer to propel the Pats
to a comeback victory in the bottom
of the seventh. The Pat’s actually
trailed 9-1 in the third. Pat’s Kevin
Spellman went 4-for-4, while
Dave’s Dan Nigro and Larry
Fleishman went 3-for-3.
St. Anthony 16, St. Patick 6
Chris Meehan (4-for-4, 3 RBI) and

Joe DeRosa (3-for-5, 2 runs, 2 RBI)
led Anthony. Pat man Gus Alvarez
went 3-for-3 with two homeruns.
St. Aloysius 10, St. Luke 4
Everyone on St. Al’s had at least
one hit except Joe Romash. Luke’s
Harry Semple went 3-for-3.
St. Stephen 14, St. Jude 8
Stephen had 20 hits and jumped
out to an early, 13-3 lead. Stephen’s
James Barba blasted a three-run
homer in the first inning after Howie
Bialos tried to tag up from second on
a high infield popup but was run down
by Jude’s Joe DeChiaro. Steve’s Rick
Wustefeld and Dave Weischadle had
3-for-3 games, while Jude’s Dechiaro
had two hits and two2 RBI.
St. Anne 15, St. David 14
Anne’s Lou Balestriere hit a tworun double in the seventh for the
comeback victory. Steve Pollack
started the seventh with a single. After a force out, Al Weber walked and
Keith Middleton rapped an RBI single
before Balestriere delivered his gamewinning double.
St. Joseph 18, St. Matthew 11
St. Joes jumped ahead 12-2 and
held off St. Matthew’s rally. Joe men
Walt Patrylo, Milk Monroy, Steve
Pirella and Pat Luongo had three hits
each. Marty Marks bagged some hits
for Anthony.

U-12 DIVISION SOCCER CHAMPS…The Westfield Hawks ICYSL soccer
team won the U-12 Boys Division Championship in Colonia on June 14. The team
defeated Roselle Park, 3-2. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Chris Reilly,
Matt Friedman, Liam Datwani, Garrett Jackler, Bryan Jackler and Jack Schildge;
middle row, Shai Gerstle, Alberto Ortis, Kevin Archambault, Dhruv Tikku, Jack
Reinhard, Jake Maher and Elijah Wagner; back row, Andrew Harting-Smith,
Ansh Jhaveri, Michael Vastano, and Coaches Mark Jackler and Jack Reilly.
Missing: Adam Rush.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

See it all on the web in color . . .

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinance as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
June 17, 2008.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

www.goleader.com

Reading is Good For You

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1918

FINISHING STRONG…The Westfield Inter Milan U9 boys soccer team finished
with a 7-2-1 record. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Cullen Birkel, Danny
Manganello, Max Kaplan, Charlie Baldwin and Jared Bansky; second row, Kevin
Brennan, Noah Reich, Jack Caherly, Kevin Reinhard, Owen Prybylski and
Michael Echausse; third row, Coaches Shay Caherly and Ron Bansky.

AN ORDINANCE TO INTRODUCE THE MUNICIPAL
STORMWATER CONTROL
ORDINANCE, IN THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, AND
PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR
VIOLATIONS
1 T - 6/19/08, The Leader

goleader.com/subscribe

Brett Johnson

WHS’s Johnson Collects
Baseball Equipment for Needy
Baseball, in its purest form, is a
game played by two teams who compete to win, but also share in the
joyful experience that the game itself
provides. With vast levels of understanding and strategy, the game accommodates more people than any
other, ranging from small children to
accomplished adults. It knows no
cultural or socio-economic differences, only a shared respect for its
players. Centuries have passed since
its inception, and equipment has
evolved along with talent, yet the
dream of simply being afforded the
opportunity to play remains consistent.
Sometimes, it’s the smallest contributions in life that can make the
largest impact. Many of us take the
“little things” for granted, and fail to
recognize what’s really important.
Luckily, there are young people in
our community who choose to make
a difference by providing opportunities for the less fortunate. Brett
Johnson, a 10th grade student at
Westfield High School, is one of these
caring individuals.
In fulfillment of his confirmation
service project, Brett collected used
and new baseball gloves, bats and

WTA Men’s Doubles
Tennis Ladder Told:
According to WTA rules, if no
matches are played during a reporting period, teams will drop three
spots in the standings. Six matches
are required to qualify for postseason playoffs. It is suggested, if
members are able to arrange a
match, play two separate first-toeight pro sets counting for two
matches rather than a conventional
best two out of three sets counting
for a single match.
1. Doug Loffredo/Pete Magierski (2)*
2 Weldon Chin/Richard Pardo (4)*
3 John Mancini/Jim Oslislo (6)*
4 Mitchell Greene/Dave Zagorski (3)*
5 Michael McGlynn/Irondi Aliche (1)*
6 Steve Lee/Clarke Blanton (1)*
7 Dave Cappiello/Joshua Suri (2)
Tyler Cusick/Tim Ko
Donald Dohm/Chris Wendel
Manny Erlich/Michael Muroff
Todd Krell/Ethan Krell
() number of matches played
*match played in current period

Fee: $17.85

In Westfield…

*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

$340,000

WESTFIELD

$819,900

Modern Euro styling with open California lifestyle living. Home has been rebuilt in 2005, offers 9’ ceilings,
maple floors, all high end fixtures, tiles, trim and
cabinetry. Also offers a floating staircase, Master Bedroom and bath and is energy efficient construction.

WESTFIELD

$3,295,000

Magnificent new 8400+ square foot home in desirable Westfield location. Includes circular drive, beautiful landscaping, 14 large rooms, 6.5 baths, Master
Suite with adjoining sitting room, gourmet Eat-In
Kitchen, large Family Room and a fabulous Library.
Also offers 6 fireplaces, soaring ceilings, solid oak
plant flooring, 3-car garage.

MOUNTAINSIDE

$675,000

Charming expanded Ranch with 7 large rooms is adjacent to the Watchung Reservation. Nearly ½ acre
property with a deep level rear yard. Includes 7 rooms
and offers 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, Eat-In Kitchen,
Formal Dining Room and a Living Room with a handsome stone fireplace.

SUMMIT

$999,900

Gracious Tudor with 9 rooms including 4 Bedrooms
offers old world charm coupled with modern amenities. You’ll love the gleaming wood floors, stone fireplace, chestnut woodwork along with updated Kitchen,
3.5 baths, roof, patio and more.

MOUNTAINSIDE

$895,000

Gracious expanded Ranch has style and sophistication.
Home is on a flag lot with a private setting and offers
a half acre with winter views. Includes 9 expansive
rooms with 4 Bedrooms, 4.5 baths, Living Room with
wood-burning fireplace, Formal Dining Room and an
Eat-In Kitchen with center island. Walls of windows
bring outdoors inside.

After one week at the top spot,
Robert Errazo dropped a 6-3, 6-3
match to outgoing Westfield Tennis
team senior Melvin Diep, who held
the top spot for four successive reporting periods in the 2007 season.
Cristina Newsome had a 10-1, win
over Ethan Krell and a 6-2, 6-2 win
over Errazo.
Paul Newsome and Tom Bauer
round out the top five after P.
Newsome’s 6-2, 6-3 win over Bauer.
Tuyen Diep takes over the most active lead with four more matches
played bringing the total matches for
the season to 13. The next reporting
period ends on June 29. Please report
all match activity to Richard Pardo at
rspardo531@msn.com.
1. Melvin Diep(3)* 23. F. Adriaens(4)*
2. C. Newsome(4)* 24. Tyler Cusick(1)*
3. Rob Errazo(4)* 25. Tim Ko (6)*
4. P. Newsome(3)* 26. Warren Friss(1)
5. Tom Bauer(3)* 27. P. Magierski(1)
6. Ethan Krell(5)* 28. D. Loffredo(2)
7. Vin Camuto(2)* 29. G. Brown(2)*
8. Tuyen Diep(13)* 30. C. Farella(4)*
9. Rich Pardo(12)* 31. Steve Lee(1)
10. Mike Gonella(3)* 32. David Ferio(6)
11. Weldon Chin(9)* 33. Andy Ross(5)*
12. T. Bigosinski(4)*34. Azim Saifee(2)
13. I. Bouchouev(5)*35. Kevin Gapp(4)*
14. Zac Friss
36. Joe Donnolo(2)
15. Rod North(2)
37. H. Williams(1)
16. Vito Nisita(6)* 38. Manny Erlich
17. Chris Wendel(8)* 39. B. Greenfield(1)
18. Rich Stewart(1)* 40. Todd Krell
19. Mike Muroff(5)* 41. Rich Boland
20. Stu Gruskin(3) 42. Mike Pastore
21. Josh Suri(7)*
43. Mike Abbattista
22. E. Bronander(3)* 44. Marc Rappoport
*match played in current period
( ) cumulative matches played

The WTA ladder season standings for the third reporting period
ending June 15 are listed. A dip in
numbers of matches occurred with
the result of some dropping ladder
positions due to inactivity.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.

SCOTCH PLAINS

WTA Men’s Singles
Tennis Ladder Told:

WTA Men’s Masters
Tennis Ladder Told:

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Charming Cape Cod with 6 rooms includes 3 Bedrooms, 2 full baths, Eat-In Kitchen, Living Room,
Formal Dining Room and a basement Recreation
Room.

other equipment in need of restoration. He repaired the items, and donated them to young people in the
Jackie Robinson Baseball League in
Jersey City, who could not otherwise
afford to buy their own equipment. In
total, Brett provided over 200 baseball items to less fortunate children,
who share the dreams of playing baseball. A true baseball fan himself, Brett
found a great deal of value in his
project, as he made it possible for
others to enjoy the game as he does.
In most of the communities surrounding ours, there are well-developed baseball programs from little
league through high school. Whereas
it may seem that everyone has a chance
to play, the reality is that many children do not. Let Brett Johnson’s foresight, caring and commitment to sharing joy through baseball be an influence and example to each of us in our
quests to make a positive impact on
the lives of others.

SCOTCH PLAINS

$739,000

Beautiful, new Colonial Custom at ‘Heather Glen’ in
a 55+ community. The Essex model offers 10 rooms
and includes 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, premium corner
lot with wood and lake views, 1st floor Master Bedroom Suite with fireplace and spa bath, open floor
plan, gourmet Kitchen with stainless steel appliances.

FANWOOD

$379,900

This adorable Cottage Cape sold for 96% of its
list price in only 6 days. Contact any of our
extraordinary agents and let them design a personalized marketing plan for your home.

JUNE 1 STANDINGS:
1. Jim Oslislo (6) *
2. Peter Lee (5) *
3. Mike McGlynn (4)
4. Chris Wendel (7) *
5. Henry Williams (3) *
6. John Mancini (3)
7. Don Dohm (1) *
8. Joe Donnolo (6)
9. Brian Greenfield (1) *
no matches reported: Dewey
Rainville, Todd Krell
( )matches played
* at least one match played.
Please
report
matches
to
mcglynn.mike@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Please take notice that on July 23,
2008 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 122 Far;ey Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 27, Lot
389, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Frederick and Kristin Parchman.
The applicant requests widening of
driveway opening which is in violation of
Section 184-163 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: driveway
width; Permitted: 10 feet; Present: 10 feet;
Proposed: 18 feet.
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours from the Secretary
of the Planning Board at the Administration Office of the Borough of Fanwood at
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.
Applicant:
Frederick and Kristin Parchman
122 Farley Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 6/19/08, The Times
Fee: $33.15
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SALES ASSOCIATES NEEDED

AGENTS WANTED

Massage Envy is seeking Sales
Associates to provide excellent
service, setting appointments &
selling memberships. Assisting in:
Maintaining professional reception
area, Administrative tasks,
Maintaining therapy rooms, etc.
Customer service & sales
experience preferred. Effectively
communicate with members/
guests on membership benefits,
clinic policies and procedures.
Work cohesively with others in a
fun, fast paced environment. Must
be customer service oriented and
able to work flexible days and
hours. Hourly wage + comm. &
bonuses. Employment growth
opportunities.
Call (908) 233-4442 or email
wbryson@massageenvynj.com

Improve your quality of life!
Consider a Career in Real Estate!
Interviewing new and exp. agents
Corporate Training Program
Prudential NJ Properties
(908) 232-5664 ext. 103
Ask for Margie
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

CLASSIFIEDS
CHILDCARE NEEDED

BEACH HOUSE FOR RENT

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Lovely beach house for rent Jul 519 and Aug 23-30 in Mantoloking,
private beach access, avail. one
or two weeks, call (732) 841-5230/
(908) 322-3994. $1,400 per week.

INTERIOR DECORATING

Westfield
Prime Office Space
1085 Sq. Ft. 2nd Floor
Available August 1, 2008
$2,695.00 per month
(201) 891-1130

Custom draperies,
slipcovers & upholstery
Shop at Home
Call Joyce at (908) 917-0776

editor@goleader.com
EXPERT MATH TUTOR

MEDICAL OFFICE

Seeking responsible person for
collections and arbitrations in
surgeon’s office. In Union.
Bilingual
Spanish
req.
Fax resume (908) 964-0417.
REAL ESTATE SEMINAR
INVESTOR SEMINAR
Free seminar in Newark
Marriott Hotel
June 28 Teaches new and
Experienced investors how to
make huge income in
New Jersey Real Estate.
www.JerseyInvestorNetwork.com

Cert. math teacher, MA, offers
tutoring in all areas of math from
elementary through calculus &
statistics, plus SATs and
enrichment. Available now thru
summer. Patient, experienced.
Excellent references, great
results. Call Mel, (732) 603-9521.

FABULOUS

Window Treatments
Interior Designing
by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

ROOM NEEDED

Scotch Plains
Prime 850 sq. ft. Suite
2nd flr, corner building, downtown
Park Ave, across from CVS.
Available now, $1350/mo
(908) 889-1890

Responsible 22 y.o. male, n/s,
non drinker, very neat college
student seeks room/apt share in
downtown Westfield. Will pay
600.00/month. (703) 597-7027

ESTATE SALE

Antiques (dealers welcome),
furniture, books, housewares,
crystal, rugs, vintage jewelry
and glassware.
Sat., June 21, 9AM-12PM
733 Coolidge St., Westfield

PHOTOGRAPHY

June 21, 8am-1:30pm
654 Fairmont Ave, Westfield
Multi Family! HH items, toys,
clothing, crib, travertine cocktail
table and much more!

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net
NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING
If you don’t have time to clean,
I will do it for you!
Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

SUMMER READING TUTOR

READING TUTOR

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Certified Reading Specialist
Pre-K thru 8
Call Carol (908) 889-2175

WESTFIELD
1936 sq. ft.
1st floor with parking
(908) 757-5844

Dobson Graduates
UConn Law School

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-31097-07
CAP FILE NO. 10169-07

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1901 ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 2, “ADMINISTRATION,” ARTICLE II, TOWN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES, DIVISION 3, PERSONNEL POSITIONS AND
SALARY SCHEDULE,” SEC. 2-12.28, “SCHEDULE.”

NOTICE TO REDEEM

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of Westfield in the County of Union as follows:
SECTION I.
That the Code of the Town of Westfield be and is hereby amended by revising Section
2-12.28, “Schedule,” in Chapter 2, “Administration” Article II, “Town Officers and
Employees,” Division 3, “Personnel Positions and Salary Schedule,” so that the same
shall read as follows:
JOB TITLE
Custodian (Library)
Library Assistant I
Senior Custodian (Library)
Library Assistant II
Payroll Benefits Manager
Administrative Secretary
Assistant Director of Recreation
Office Manager
Municipal Court Administrator
Executive Assistant
Librarian
Zoning Officer
Field Engineer
Supervisor Public Works
Town Surveyor
Assistant Director Of Public Works
Recreation Director
Tax Collector
Tax Assessor
Town Clerk
Human Services Director
Public Works Superintendent
Construction Official
Assistant Library Director
Town Planner
Assistant Town Engineer
Parking Director/Management Specialist
Library Director
Chief Financial Officer
Deputy Fire Chief
Town Engineer
Fire Chief
Police Chief
Town Administrator

SALARY RANGE
$20,748 - $31,494
$23,915 - $34,892
$27,076 - $39,300
$27,465 - $39,689
$33,569 - $55,316
$33,640 - $57,868
$34,070 - $65,101
$34,505 - $49,683
$36,115 - $71,655
$41,065 - $63,859
$41,463 - $62,651
$44,266 - $67,205
$45,134 - $74,481
$46,100 - $74,594
$47,785 - $81,336
$47,877 - $83,255
$49,839 - $84,768
$51,536 - $75,725
$51,536 - $78,551
$51,781 - $82,245
$51,781 - $83,637
$52,027 - $86,792
$52,895 - $96,067
$56,784 - $78,645
$58,772 - $97,265
$59,901 - $98,329
$61,000 - $83,000
$70,780 - $99,715
$61,122 - $101,155
$61,710 - $104,992
$81,004 - $119,025
$81,087 - $119,415
$81,372 - $120,552
$91,682 - $146,676

SECTION II.
The Personnel and Position Salary Schedule set forth in Sec. 2-12.28 as hereby
amended, shall take place as of January 1, 2008.
SECTION III.
Any or all ordinances or parts thereof in conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of the
terms of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are in such conflict or
inconsistent.
SECTION IV.
In the event that any section, part or provision of this ordinance shall be held to be
unconstitutional or invalid by any court, such holdings shall not affect the validity of this
ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part so held unconstitutional or
invalid.
SECTION V.
This ordinance shall take effect after passage and publication as soon as, and in the
manner provided by law.
1 T - 6/19/08, The Leader
Fee: $123.42

AUTO FOR SALE

HOUSE FOR SALE

SCOTCH PLAINS. Spacious Split
Level, lush deep lot, Formal LR &
Din. Room, beaut. hardwood
floors, updated EIK, 4 BRs, 2.5
baths, great location, near schools
& NYC bus. $520,000.
BURGDORFF ERA
Realtors - Westfield
(908) 233-0065

CHILD CARE

Teacher looking for someone
to come to my Scotch Plains home
to care for my 2 children on Tues.
through Fri. from 7am-4pm
starting in Sept. Must drive.
(908) 264-8400

GARAGE SALE

2006 Porsche Boxter
Silver Convertible, 14,000 miles
Excellent Condition
Please call (201) 437-3886 or
(201) 341-6837

PUBLIC NOTICE

TO: ELIZABETH DENTAL GROUP;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on June 11, 2008, the Superior
Court Fixed July 25, 2008 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
ROSELLE, located at 210 CHESTNUT
STREET, ROSELLE, NEW JERSEY
07203, as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:
LOT 7 BLOCK 5902 on the tax duplicate
of ROSELLE. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 05-016 is
$52,885.10, and a legal fee of $522.48
together with interest from May 19, 2008
and costs.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested
with an absolute and indefeasible estate
of inheritance in fee simple in said lands
and premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment is entered.
Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.,
Attorney for Plaintiff
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 6/19/08, The Leader
Fee: $52.02

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
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OFFICE SPACE

Westfield
Prime Office Space
400 Sq. Ft.
Available May 1, 2008
$800 per month
(201) 891-1130

Public Notice is hereby given that an ordinance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Council of the Town of Westfield at
a meeting held June 17, 2008, and that the said Council will further consider the same
for final passage on the 1st day of July, 2008 at 8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as said
matter can be reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1919

AMERICAN TAX FUNDING
PLAINTIFF
VS.
CLEMENCEAU DUMONT;
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC
REGISTRATION SYSTEMS,
INC., ITS SUCCESSORS AND
ASSIGNS; FLEET FINANCE,
INC.; FIRST FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION OF WESTFIELD N/K/A
BANK OF AMERICA; ELIZABETH DENTAL GROUP
DEFENDANT(S)

Thursday, June 19, 2008

WESTFIELD – Katherine Dobson,
daughter of William and Patricia
Dobson of Westfield, graduated from
the University of Connecticut School
of Law on May 18. She completed
her undergraduate degree at University of Vermont and is a Westfield
High School graduate.
Katherine will start as a first-year
associate at Bingham McCutchen in
Hartford, Conn., in September.

Westfield Student
Achieves Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Aubrey Ambinder
of Westfield is among the 494 students
who achieved the honor of Dean’s List
for the spring 2008 semester at Mount
St. Mary’s University.
Aubrey, a freshman at the Mount,
achieved Dean’s List by maintaining
a 3.4 or higher grade point average.
Aubrey is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. David Ambinder.

When it comes to her clients
NO NO Realtor Grace Rappa is in the know.
®

WORRIES

NO

EXCUSES

COMPLICATIONS Buying or selling your home is serious business. Grace understands. She provides services that removes the unknowns so you can rest easy

NO
KIDDING

throughout your transaction. NO worries because she really listens to you. Accomplishing your goals is how Grace measures her success. No
complications because Grace is knowledgeable and thorough. Contracts are sound and your best interests are always priority ONE. NO excuses
because Grace delivers. Her service is based on performance not talk. When it comes to being a top real estate professional, Grace doesn’t kid
around. She’s as serious about your home as you are. Call her today for a free professional brochure.
You’ll be glad you did.

New Custom Built Home Westfield $1,499,000.
Please visit my website at www.GraceRappa.com and click on “My Listings” to see virtual tours
and floor plans for this property. Call me for an appointment to view this home.

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555
Making a Lasting Impression

“Top 1% of 64,000 Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide”

Direct: 908-301-2019 • Cell: 908-770-4411
Visit: www.GraceRappa.com Email: Grace.Rappa@cbmoves.com
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

852127

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2007, Platinum: 2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: Mary.McEnerney@cbmoves.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

306 Massachusetts Street, Westfield
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For additional information or a private tour, please call:

&DURO7HQHU

NJAR Circle of Excellence—2007 Gold Award

&DOO'LUHFW  

600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 233-0065

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage presents this extraordinary home with 10 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 4 Full and
1 Half Baths situated on exquisite property. This stately residence combines formal areas with casual space to
accommodate both entertaining and comfortable living. Noteworthy features include: a two-story Entry Foyer
with a motorized chandelier lift , an elegant staircase, two wood burning fireplaces with gas igniters, a spacious
Family Room with French doors that lead to a raised stone patio. Additionally, there is an adjacent state-of-theart Kitchen with stainless steel appliances , a large sun-filled Breakfast Room with custom cubbies for storage.
An au pair room with full Bath completes this phenomenal first floor. The Second Floor boasts a luxurious Master
Bedroom suite with a scrumptious Bath, Palladium like windows, a study and two walk-in closets. Three
additional bedrooms, a convenient Laundry Room and a large walk-in Storage Room round out the Second Floor.
The Third Floor hosts a large walk-up Attic. Other special features include: 9 ½ foot ceilings on the first floor,
9 foot ceilings on the second floor, custom moldings, pocket doors, a butlers’ pantry with a wine refrigerator, back
staircase, front and back sprinkler system, security system, extra insulation and soundproofing. A serene fenced
in backyard is lined with towering, mature trees and a stone patio provides a peaceful oasis. This beautiful home
awaits the most discerning buyer. Offered at $1,675,000. WSF0907
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Area/County News
NJ Symphony Orchestra
Opens Free Concert Series

TWO LOYAL STEEDS…Watchung Stable horses, Polo (left) and Wilma were
honored May 24, during the 75th Anniversary Spring Troop Show for 20 combined
years of service to student riders at the Union County facility. The horses were
presented with bouquets of carrots, donated by the Watchung Stable Auxiliary, by
Alfred Faella (center), director of the Union County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal. Also pictured are Watchung Stable riding instructors Cheryl
DiDomenico (left), Laurie Maier, Donna McCarthy, riding Wilma, and Jude Ali.
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF AUDIT REPORT FOR PUBLICATION
SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF 2007 AUDIT REPORT OF
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS AS REQUIRED BY N.J.S. 40A:5-7
COMBINED COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEETS-STATUTORY BASIS
DECEMBER
31, 2007

DECEMBER
31, 2006

ASSETS
Cash and Investments
Taxes, Assessments, Liens
and Utility Charges Receivable
Property Acquired for Taxes Assessed Value
Accounts Receivable
Deferred Charges to Future Taxation General Capital
Deferred Charges to Revenues
of Succeeding Years
Fixed Assets

$ 14,163,671.53 $ 12,404,516.23

TOTAL ASSETS

1,035,499.27

1,009,247.20

284,900.00
258,438.32

284,900.00
257,565.09

21,278,540.21

22,154,584.93

90,000.00
35,411,784.02

32,068,210.72

$ 72,522,833.35 $ 68,179,024.17

LIABILITIES, RESERVES AND FUND BALANCE
Bonds and Notes Payable
Improvement Authorizations
Other Liabilities and Special Funds
Reserve for Certain Assets Receivable
Fund Balance
Investment in General Fixed Assets

$ 16,700,000.00 $ 12,865,000.00
4,294,625.55
5,413,390.77
10,816,957.80
12,937,696.60
1,338,064.41
1,309,620.20
3,961,401.57
3,585,105.88
35,411,784.02
32,068,210.72

TOTAL LIABILITIES, RESERVES
AND FUND BALANCE

$ 72,522,833.35 $ 68,179,024.17

COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS
AND CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE
CURRENT FUND-STATUTORY BASIS
YEAR 2007

TOTAL INCOME

YEAR 2006

$ 2,475,000.00 $

2,175,000.00

8,208,497.36

7,288,988.53

874,816.51
80,291,041.34

728,897.83
76,280,007.08

$ 91,849,355.21 $ 86,472,893.44

EXPENDITURES
Budget Expenditures:
Municipal Purposes
County Taxes
Regional School Taxes
Open Space Trust Fund Taxes
Other Expenditures

$ 22,810,055.80 $ 20,583,934.46
14,403,186.01
13,580,210.39
51,971,796.62
49,293,799.93
199,748.32
198,506.24
7,055.02

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

$ 89,391,841.77 $ 83,656,451.02

Excess in Revenue

$ 2,457,513.44

$ 2,816,442.42

Fund Balance, January 1

3,585,010.01
$ 6,132,523.45

2,943,567.59
$ 5,760,010.01

2,475,000.00

2,175,000.00

$ 3,657,523.45

$ 3,585,010.01

Less: Utilization as Anticipated Revenue
Fund Balance, December 31

Garwood Patrolman
Receives MADD Award
GARWOOD – Patrolman Douglas
Stoffer of the Garwood Police Department received the Mothers Against
Drunk Driving (MADD) New Jersey
Law Enforcement Recognition Award,
for having the highest percentage of
Driving Under the Influence (DUI) arrests in Union County for 2007.
MADD moved forward in its mission to eliminate drunk driving by joining forces with members of the lawenforcement community, to continue
to make a difference for all residents of
New Jersey.
Mr. Stoffer’s service was recognized
at the MADD NJ Law Enforcement
Recognition Brunch, on June 11 at
Pierre’s of South Brunswick.
PUBLIC NOTICE

REVENUE AND OTHER INCOME REALIZED
Fund Balance Utilized
Miscellaneous - From Other Than Local
Property Tax Levies
Collection of Delinquent Taxes and
Tax Title Liens
Collection of Current Tax Levy

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Summer Arts Festival concert
series begins a new season on Wednesday, July 2, with an all-American salute
to summer, performed by the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra, conducted
by Jeffrey Grogan. The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, led by
Chair Angel Estrada, has invited the
public to attend this free concert, which
begins at 7:30 p.m. in Echo Lake Park.
The New Jersey Symphony
Orchestra’s performance is part of the
orchestra’s annual outdoor parks tour.
The concert will feature pieces from
Leroy Anderson, Aaron Copland,
George Gershwin and Richard Rodgers.
The other free concerts in the Union
County Summer Arts Festival series
include:
July 9 – Mustang Sally (country);
July 16 – deSol (Latin rock);
July 23 – The Rick Cantor Band

RECOMMENDATIONS
None
The above summary or synopsis was prepared from the report of audit of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, for the calendar year 2007. This report of
audit, submitted by Suplee, Clooney & Company, Registered Municipal Accountants
and Certified Public Accountants, is on file at the Township Clerk’s office and may be
inspected by any interested person.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 6/19/08, The Times
Fee: $128.52

(classic rock);
July 30 – Jobonanno and the Godsons of Soul (rock);
August 6 – The British Invasion
(Beatles tribute band);
August 13 – The Nerds (Jersey Shore
party band);
August 20 – The Ed Palermo Big
Band with Rob Paparozzi (blues and
jazz);
August 27 –Verdict (reggae and soca).
All Summer Arts Festival concerts
are held on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. at
the Springfield Avenue end of Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside.
Famous Dave’s Bar-B-Que will have
a food concession, along with an ice
cream and snack vendor. In case of rain,
concerts will be held at the air-conditioned auditorium at Cranford High
School, on West End Place off Springfield Avenue in Cranford at 7:30 p.m.
For more information, call the Union
County Department of Parks and Community Renewal at (908) 527-4900 or
visit ucnj.org/parks/summerarts.html.

Keenoy Graduates
With Juris Doctorate
WESTFIELD – Christopher Keenoy
of Westfield recently graduated with
his Juris Doctorate from NewYork Law
School. Christopher, a graduate of
Westfield High School and The College of William and Mary, will begin
work as an associate in the law firm of
Morrison and Mahoney in New York
City in September.
Christopher, a dean’s list honoree,
was vice president of the Media and
Sports Law Association and served
on the Law Review. Christopher is
the son of Donna and Patrick Keenoy
of Westfield.
PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 7/15/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Re-Advert. of Traffic Signal Relamping North Region 2008, Various locations
including and North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen,
Essex, Hudson, Union and Part of Warren; 100% State; DP No: 08445
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 6/12/08, 6/19/08 and 6/26/08, The Leader
Fee: $205.02

Union County Pools Open
For Summer Swimming
COUNTY – The Union County Department of Parks and Community Renewal announced the opening of the
county’s two public swimming pools.
The Walter E. Ulrich Memorial
Pool, located in Rahway River Park,
St. George’s Avenue in Rahway, will
be open for the season from June 21
through September 1. The John
Russell Wheeler Memorial Pool, located in Wheeler Park, West Stimson
Avenue and Route 1 in Linden, will
be open for the season from June 23
through August 15.
Group swimming lessons will be
held at Ulrich Pool beginning June
30. Applications are available at either pool office for all ages. Preregistration is required.
Open swim sessions for senior citizens and for people with disabilities
are held at Ulrich Pool on Mondays
from 6 to 8 p.m. and at Wheeler Pool
on Wednesdays 10 a.m. to noon. Ad-

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an ordinance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Council of the Town of Westfield at
a meeting held June 17, 2008, and that the said Council will further consider the same
for final passage on the 1st day of July, 2008 at 8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as said
matter can be reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1920
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND GENERAL ORDINANCE 1902 FIXING THE
ANNUAL SALARIES FOR THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS AND
CERTAIN OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of the Town of Westfield in the County of Union
as follows:
SECTION I.
The General Ordinance No.1902, the title of which is recited in the title of this ordinance
is hereby amended to read as follows:
SALARIES
The annual salaries of the Mayor and Council Members, Town Officers and employees
hereinafter named, shall be respectively as follows, such salaries to be effective as of:
January 1, 2008.
TITLE
Mayor
Each Council Member
Town Attorney
Municipal Magistrate
Municipal Prosecutor
Municipal Defender
Legal Counsel (Planning Board)
Legal Counsel (Board of Adjustment)
Plumbing Inspector P/T
Electrical Subcode Official
Electrical Inspector P/T

No Job Too Small
Free Estimates,
Pickup & Delivery

For honest, reliable and
quality work call:

Murph

908-233-8956

B&D

Co., Inc.

CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

ALTER

CIAL
COMMER
RESID
ENTIA
L
ATIONS

PLUMBING
and
HEATING

908-654-7505

Leo C. White Jr.

LICENSE #7638

REPAIRS / SERVICE WORK / SMALL DRAIN CLEANING
WATER HEATER SPECIALISTS
NO JOB TOO SMALL / WE DO IT ALL

Office: 908.654.9098
Cell: 908.233.9588
www.murphconstruction.com

JOHN DeNICOLA JR.

Ceramic Tile
and Marble

BLACK TOP

Contractor, LLC

908-343-6701

Westfield
Gutter-Clean
L.L.C.

CELEBRATING OUR 22ND YEAR IN BUSINESS!

Fine Quality Homes

• Emergency Repairs
• Blacktop Seal Coating
• Gutters

Fee: $69.36

Cleaning, Repairs and
Installations
Seamless Gutters
Free Estimates / Insured

Call Joe:
732-371-5054

973-819-5720

2008 SALARY
$1.00
$1.00
$64,063
$51,887
$32,285
$14,997
$12,318
$12,825
$32,960
$39,973
$13,837

SECTION II.
This ordinance shall take effect as provided by law.
1 T - 6/19/08, The Leader

FURNITURE
Refinish - Restore - Repair

Home renovations and
handyman service.
Kitchens, baths,
basements, additions
and more.

mission is free.
Regular pool hours are:
Walter E. Ulrich Pool: Monday and
Wednesday, 1 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 1 to 6 p.m. Saturday,
Sunday and holidays, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
John Russell Wheeler Pool: Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 1 to 6
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday, 1 to 8
p.m. Saturday, Sunday and holidays,
11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
County residents’ daily admission
(proof of residency required for
county fee): youth (age 17 and under)
and seniors (age 62 and over), $4;
adults (age 18 to 62), $5.
Non-county residents’ daily admission: youth (age 17 and under) and
seniors (age 62 and over), $8; adults
(age 18 to 62), $10.
For more information, visit
ucnj.org/parks/pools.html or call the
Ulrich Pool at (732) 381-4045, or the
Wheeler Pool at (908) 862-0977.

PUBLIC NOTICE

J&R

Ed & the Boys

Construction

MUSIC TALENT…The New Jersey Symphony Orchestra will open the Union
County Summer Arts Festival concert series on July 2, at Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside. The weekly series, which is free, will run until August 27.

PAVING

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
Ceramic Tile - Patio & Decks

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

908-232-7383

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422

Owner Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

FREE ESTIMATES

Life is a gift . . . live
healthier with Herbalife!
Increased energy
Weight Management
Strengthened immunity
Feel and be healthier with all
natural products
Heather LeBreton 908-644-7926
www.herbal-nutrition.net/hblebreton

DECKS
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
BASEMENTS and
of course ADDITIONS
John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Setting The Scene

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

WCP Puts ‘Fun’ Back into Fundraiser

MOUNTAINSIDE –The Auxiliary
to the Board of Trustees of Children’s
Specialized Hospital welcomes the
art of Shari Seltzer to the hospital’s
Mountainside facility, located at 150
New Providence Road. The exhibit is
open to the public daily from 8:30
a.m. to 8:30 p.m., from now through
July.
Ms. Seltzer, of Westfield, has been
creating versions of floral designs for
20 years and her works are currently
on display in galleries around the
state.
Ms. Seltzer’s works, a favorite of
the hospital, are returning to its corridors. She presented a show of
Printmaking and Painting in 2006,
and the current show includes visions
from the garden filtered through the
artist’s eye.
Ms. Seltzer has had an active career designing fashions, textiles,
giftwrap, handbags and toys.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Musicians Can Join
Summer Symphony

The Perfect Age of Rock ‘n’ Roll
Films in Westfield

WF Movie
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

background, as do many of the actors
in the film. He says this allows him to
add more depth musically to his own
character.
“I was on the jet with the Stones
way back when. I can play the guitar
upside-down and backwards,” Fonda
says. “I have a big rock ‘n’ roll background, as Peter, so I can put it into
the character as August West, so you
can see this guy and think, ‘He’s been
there. He knows what it is.’ ”
Filming in Westfield has been a pleasure for Fonda thus far, he says.
“The atmosphere is just really great
here,” he says. “It’s not like L.A., where
there’s a lot of big-city pressure.”
Holly, who plays Chip’s widow in

ROAD TRIPPIN’…The Airstream pictured above serves as the backbone of
Rosenbaum’s storyline in The Perfect
Age of Rock ‘n’ Roll.

the film, says her favorite part about
shooting in Westfield is the trees.
“I miss these trees,” Holly says. “We
have no trees in L.A. except for the
palms. It’s sweet. I’m just excited to be
back here. I’m an east coast girl.”
Heavy makeup, applied by Amanda
Ross, a 1989 Westfield High School,
helps Holly capture the stereotypical
Long Island mother look.
A self-proclaimed “rock ‘n’ roll girl,”
she says she was initially hesitant about
the role due to Mr. Rosenbaum’s status
as a first-time director.
“Every director is different,” Holly
says. “One never knows until you see
it because the directing is so much
more than what we do here everyday.
But if his taste sustains all the way
through, then we’ll have a good movie.
He’s giving me some freedom,
though, which is really cool.”
Fonda says so far, some of the script
has been altered during scenes due to
the chemistry between the actors on set.
“It was written one way, but you
know a writer writes on a page to be
read by the eyes, but the actor takes it
off the page to be heard by the ear and
the heart,” he says. “So, we have to
make it a dialogue that’s natural.”
In order to prepare for their roles in
the film, Zegers and Ritter were sent to
complete what producer Neil Carter
calls “rock ‘n’ roll 101” training with
Billy Morrison and Guns N’ Roses in
Los Angeles. Both actors did their own
vocal performances in the movie.
Carter said the movie is being filmed
in different locations all over the state,
including the Starland Ballroom in
Sayreville, Keansburg pier, Phillipsburg
and Asbury.
“The Garden State is great,” he
says. “This is a beautiful location and
a beautiful town. The street we are on
has been very cooperative; they’ve
helped us out a lot.
“Movie making is a tough business, with locations and people wanting to continue their normal lives.
They enjoy having it around the first
day. By the second day, today, maybe
they might be like, ‘they’re still
here?’”
While filming, the cast and crew
ate catered meals at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield on East Broad
Street. Although they have not gotten to see much else of the town
while working, Carter says there is
one place they had been visiting often.
“We’ve been running to Starbuck’s
a lot,” he says.
The movie is set to wrap in late July
after a final week of shooting in Los
Angeles. Also appearing in the movie
are Aimee Teegarden, Taryn Manning and Lukas Haas.
Mr. Rosenbaum said he is thrilled
to see all of his hard work finally
paying off.
“It’s fantastic,” he says. “I’ve been
working on it for a long time, writing
and rewriting. I got all the rejections
you’d imagine along the way but just
pursued it and never gave up on it. It’s
incredibly gratifying.”

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BREATHY BLONDE...In a Marilyn Monroe skit, husband-and-wife duo John
and Linda Correll provided comic moments in “An Evening of Talent” at
Westfield Community Players’ Theater on June 7. See story at right.

Glass Menagerie’s
Success is No Illusion
By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — Actors from the Alliance Repertory Theater Company
display a clear depiction of Tennessee William’s reflection of family
friction set in 1930’s St Louis in his
stage play The Glass Menagerie,
entering its final weekend at the beautifully renovated Union County Performing Arts Center.
Janet Aspinwall plays Amanda
Wingfield, the family matriarch
abandoned by her husband and who
lives off of her son’s wages from his
job at a warehouse.
Ms. Aspinwall captures the southern character of Amanda with an
exceptional southern drawl.
Michael Mattie plays Tom,
Amanda’s oldest son, a “discouraged” young man looking for an
escape from his life. Mr. Mattie expresses Tom’s emotions with consistent clarity that allows the audience to follow the emotional

Summer Workshop Puts
The Spotlight on the Stage
WESTFIELD – The 2008 Westfield The show will be directed by Kenneth
Summer Workshop (WSW) has op- M. Horn, with musical direction by
tions for every aspiring performer, from Karen Greenstein and choreography
accomplished thespians to amateur ac- by Irene Ulesky. The Wiz will be presented on July 29 and 30. No audition is
tors to enjoy the stage.
needed to become
Young actors can
part of the cast.
enroll in classes
The
2008
where they act out
Westfield Summer
stories and poems,
Workshop will be
learn acting techheld from June 30
niques,
study
until July 31, at
scenes and develop
characterization,
Edison Intermediact in improvisaate School on
tional situations, or
Rahway Avenue in
learn magic rouWestfield, from
tines.
8:30 a.m. until
Older perform12:30 p.m. daily.
ers, in grades six to
Enrollment is open
eight, can work on
to residents of all
character developcommunities.
ment,
timing,
Teachers at the
WSW are all promovement and dialogue in the Junior
fessionals and
Acting Workshop.
degreed and certiHere they will SHINING STARS…Westfield Sum- fied instructors and
write, direct and mer Workshop (WSW) Summer Stage a registered nurse
perform their own Theater director Kenneth M. Horn and is on staff during
musical director Karen Greenstein regular workshop
scripts.
Aspiring actors, peruse music from this July’s produc- hours.
of The Wiz. Drama classes are
For additional inin grades 6 through tion
available through the WSW for stu10, may enroll in dents in grades 2 through 10.
formation on the
the Summer Stage
2008 Westfield
Theater, which will present the funk Summer Workshop, call (908) 518rock musical The Wiz, based on “The 1551, visit the New Jersey Workshop
Wonderful Wizard of Oz,” by Frank for the Arts studios at 150-152 East
Baum, with book by William F. Brown Broad Street, Westfield, or log on to
and music and lyrics by Charlie Smalls. njworkshopforthearts.com.

WF Community Band
Preludes 96th Season
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Band, under the direction of Thomas Connors, begins its
96th season of summer concerts in
the park with a performance on the
gazebo in Mindowaskin Park tonight,
June 19, at 7:30 p.m.
This season, the band will pay tribute throughout the year to American
composer and arranger, Leroy Anderson, by performing selected works of

MUSIC IN THE PARK…Tom
Connors conducts the Westfield Community Band. The band’s 96th season
of performing in the park will begin
tonight, June 19, at 7:30 p.m. at
Mindowaskin Park.
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TAKE THE ST
AGE
STA

Seltzer’s Floral Art
Adorns Hospital Halls

WESTFIELD – Area musicians of
all ages have an opportunity to participate in a summer ensemble playing experience by joining the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
Summer Symphony Orchestra.
On Tuesdays and Thursdays beginning on June 24, the orchestra will
rehearse from 7:30 p.m. until 9 p.m.
at Temple Emanu-El at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield. The final concert
will be performed on Thursday, July
24.
Musicians who play brass, percussion, strings and woodwinds should
have some ensemble playing experience in order to be eligible for the
group. Tuition for the summer orchestra is $125 and all musicians must
bring a music stand to rehearsal.
Janet Lyman, instructor at the
NJWA Music Studio and Westfield
Summer Workshop, will conduct the
NJWA Summer Symphony Orchestra. Ms. Lyman is a faculty member in
the Tenafly school system, founder
and conductor of the Tenafly Symphony Orchestra and also music director at Zion Lutheran Church.
To register for the Summer Symphony Orchestra, call (908) 789-9696
or visit the NJWA studios at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield. To
view other NJWA programs, log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Thursday, June 19, 2008

Anderson’s at all concerts.
Mr. Anderson composed many
pieces, including “The Typewriter,”
“Bugler’s Holiday,” “A Trumpeter’s
Lullaby,” “Sleigh Ride” and “Syncopated Clock.” During this concert,
the band will perform “The Waltzing
Cat,” a whimsical number that tells
the tale of a tomcat, with an inclination to waltz.
Other selections for the evening
include “Firework” by Jan Van der
Roost, “Music from the Chronicles of
Narnia” arranged by Paul Murtha,
and Selections from Grease by Ted
Ricketts, amongst many others.
The band will continue their concert season on June 26, with a rare
joint concert with the Chatham Community Concert Band, followed by
concerts on July 3, 10 and 17, and the
Westfield Community Swing Band
on July 24.
Mindowaskin Park is located next to
the Westfield Municipal Building at
425 East Broad Street in Westfield. The
event is free to the public. In the case of
inclement weather, the concert will be
held in the Presbyterian Church’s, Assembly Hall on the corner of East Broad
Street and Mountain Avenue.
For more information, contact (908)
789-4080, or go to the band’s website
at westfieldcommunityband.com.

rollercoaster of the Wingfield family struggle.
Jenelle Sosa plays Laura, the
youngest sibling in the family,
trapped in her “peculiar” world of a
“glass menagerie” because of a
crippled leg and an even more crippling “shyness.”
Ms. Sosa adeptly portrays the introverted, terrified young woman trying to please an overbearing mother
who is “bewildered by life.”
Chris Cusano enters the play as
Jim O’Conner, the gentleman caller
lured to the Wingfield’s apartment
by Laura’s mother to keep her daughter from becoming a “spinster.”
Mr. Cusano brings the over-thetop character of Jim to a hand-slapping, charm-your-socks-off climax.
Overall, the players accurately depict one of Williams’ major themes
in the work – the difficulty of escaping reality. Like Laura’s treasured
glass figurines, finitely placed in their
“menagerie,” all of the characters
are trapped in their situations by
their own physical or emotional limitations and find solace in distraction
and fantasy.
Only skilled actors are able to make
the characters authentic in a world
that Williams dominates with illusion.
Douglas Brautigam directed an
entertaining production of a classic
stage play. While a nicely designed
set and complimentary lighting effects grabbed hold of the audience.
The production runs until June 22,
as part of the Union County Performing Arts Center “re-opening
season” launch into the “Rahway
Theater’s 80th Year.”
Tickets for The Glass Menagerie
can be purchased online at ucpac.org,
by phone at (908) 499-8226, or in
person at the box office, located at
1601 Irving Street.

FW Kicks Off Free
Summer Movies Series
FANWOOD – Fanwood kicks off
its Free Summer Movie Series with
its annual Party in the Park. The
party takes place Tuesday, June 24,
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at LaGrande
Park at LaGrande Avenue and Second Street.
There will be a moonwalk, an obstacle course, a balloon typhoon,
face-painting, pasta-eating and water balloon toss contests, prizes,
clowns, music, food and more, followed by a showing of Ratatouille
on the first Free Movie Night of the
Summer. The rain date is Wednesday, June 25.
The free movie series continues at
LaGrande Park on Tuesday for the
next seven weeks: Enchanted on July
1; Shrek the Third on July 8; Surf ’s
Up on July 15; High School Musical
2 on July 22; Meet the Robinsons
July 29; Alvin and the Chipmunks on
August 5; and The Water Horse on
August 12.
Movies begin at dusk (approximately 8–8:30 p.m.). Those in attendance should bring a blanket or low
beach chair. The rain date for each
movie is the following evening. For
more
information,
go
to
fanwoodrecreation.org or call (908)
370-7092.

WF Troupe Holds
Henry IV Auditions
WESTFIELD – Troupe of Friends,
a Westfield-based, non-profit theater
company, will be holding open auditions for its upcoming end-of-summer production of William
Shakespeare’s Henry IV.
Auditions will be held Friday, June
27, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. in the Community Room at Town Hall, 425 East
Broad Street. The cast consists of 20
men and three women of various ages.
Newcomers are welcome, as roles for
characters with a minimal number of
lines are available.
Three free outdoor performances
at Westfield Memorial Park are scheduled for Friday, August 22, between 5
and 7 p.m.; Saturday, August 23, from
4 to 6 p.m.; and Sunday, August 24,
between 4 and 6 p.m. For more information, contact director Joe Penczak
at (908) 301-0228.

WESTFIELD –“Usually, our productions are work, work, work,”
Westfield Community Players (WCP)
President Letty Hudak said. “Tonight
is just for fun.”
Despite record-breaking heat on
June 7, the WCP family of volunteers
came together to present some pretty
cool talent at its fundraiser, “Evening
of Talent.”
Putting fun into the playhouse’s
fundraiser, the emcee of the night,
Phillip Nolf, sparked the audience’s
enthusiasm by providing the setup
for the performers, whose musical
numbers were nicely varied.
Veteran John Schweska opened the
show with the classic, “Soliloquy”
from Carousel and later sang the
lovely “If Ever I Should Leave You”
from Camelot. His traditional Broadway voice matched his leading-man
good looks.
JoAnne Lemenille, who normally
is behind the curtain as the props
mistress, displayed her own musical
talent by accompanying a number of
the performers.
Kaye Gonzales regaled the audience with the show-stopping song “I
Am What I Am” from La Cage aux
Folles and a thrilling rendition of
“Gold.” With vocal pipes that just do
not quit, Ms. Gonzales offered versatility with both up-tempo numbers as

well as ballads. This tiny dynamo
knows how to deliver a song with
marvelous phrasing and emotion.
Husband-and-wife combo John and
Linda Correll, regulars at WCP as
actors (and the Mrs. as a director),
brought down the house with Cy
Coleman’s “The Tennis Song,” which
volleyed their comedic repartee. Then,
for pure silliness, they did a bit with
Linda dressed as Marilyn Monroe
lip-syncing to “Diamonds are a Girl’s
Best Friend.”
Other notable talents included vocalists Courtney Charatsaris, Rhed
Sandico and Vicky Diaz in solos and
duets. Two pianists — Pat Esemplare
and Skip Ungar — each tickled the
upright piano with a sizzling mambo
selection and a poignant medley of
classics.
As part of the festivities, Ms. Monroe herself distributed door prizes
complete with a breathy “Congratulations!”
According to Ms. Hudak, who has
volunteered with the Westfield playhouse for 40 years, the profits were
not earmarked for any special project.
“With a building that was built
around 1934, there are always costs
involved in upkeep,” she said.
Clearly, this is a playhouse that was
built with, and continues to run on, not
just monetary funds, but love of theater
from both the volunteers and the audiences who keep coming back for more.

‘Small Potatoes’ Wrap Up
Charity Concert Series
WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series will wrap
up its eighth season by presenting the
pop duo sensation Small Potatoes,
Jacquie Manning and Rich Prezioso,
as the season finale.
The concert will take place at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, located at 1 East Broad
Street, on Saturday, June 21. The
award-winning Jud Caswell will open
the show. Doors will open at 7:30
p.m., and the concert begins at 8 p.m
and admission is $16. Advance purchase of tickets is highly recommended
by
going
to
smallpotatoes.eventbrite.com. All net
proceeds from this evening’s concert
will be donated to the New Jersey
Food Bank.
The band describes its music as

“Celtic to cowboy” and says it has
taken “years of careful indecision” to
come up with a mix of music that
ranges from country, blues and swing
to Irish, with songwriting that touches
on all of those styles and more.
The Coffee With Conscience Concert Series supports the following
charities: The Eric Johnson House in
Morristown, Homefirst, Habitat for
Humanity, the Community Food Bank
of NJ and the Keith Knost Special
Needs Trust. Season eight concludes
with this performance and season nine
will begin on September 20. The lineup for the upcoming season will be
announced on August 15 at
coffeewithconscience.org. For more
information, call the concert hotline
at (908) 412-9105 or send an e-mail
to concerts4causes@aol.com.

POPCORN™

You Don’t Mess with the Zohan:
Shampoo — Israeli Style
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and ½ popcorns

Lest you be thought a fool, you
don’t recommend You Don’t Mess
With the Zohan without prefacing.
Stuff like, ‘Maybe I’m crazy. I know
it isn’t good filmmaking, and it’s completely stupid, but hey, Adam Sandler
makes me laugh.’ It’s pretty much
what folks said decades ago about
Jerry Lewis. Guiltily enjoyed or not,
belly laughs are to be had.
Mr. Sandler dominates as Zohan, a
peerless, fists of fury Mossad agent
who would rather cut hair than fight.
But Israel, nay, the free world, needs
him. Besides, he’s afraid to come out
of the hairstyling closet and admit his
true passion…especially to his parents. Otherwise, he’s your typical spy/
hero, only more so.
In a film that lines up the stereotypes and wrestles them until they
say uncle, the gay hairdresser thing
gets the wildest debunking. A bizarre, no-holds-barred send-up of
Warren Beatty’s slick operator in
Shampoo (1975) with a touch of Borat
Sagdiyev tossed in just to impress the
proclivity, Zohan is all womanizer,
and proud of it.
This is delivered Adam Sandlerstyle. Which is to say, in a barrage of
adolescent smirk and snark. Zohan is
arrogant to the point of
absurdity…and that’s just the point.
Maybe there’ll be a little lesson in
humility down the line. But for now,
like any self-absorbed 14-year-old,
the 40ish Zohan is motivated by fantasy and hormones.
Still, there is duty and obligation.
So, while battling analogous archenemy The Phantom, a Palestinian terrorist etched with ridiculous delight
by John Turturro, he stages his demise. The Phantom nets new fame
and a chain of restaurants. Zohan
heads for New York, his mission to
make humankind “silky smooth.”
Shades of every farce about a rube
who hits the big city in search of a
dream, he soon finds that not only
won’t his idol, hairstyling guru Paul
Mitchell (John Paul DeJoria), interview him, but he’s impolitely asked
to leave the premises. Exiting in a
showy flourish of karate chops, he
vows his triumphant return.
Serendipitously, after just happening to save Michael’s (Nick Swardson)
life, he makes his first New York
friends. Zohan is invited over the
house for dinner and, much to his
host’s horror, repays the kindness by
sleeping with his mom, Gail (Lainie
Kazan). He identifies himself as
Scrappy Coco…not Israeli, mind you,
but half Australian, half Mt. Everest.
They offer him a place to stay. With
things looking up, circumstances lead
him to a neighborhood where Jewish

and Palestinian merchants live in relative peace. Dalia (Emmanuelle
Chriqui), a Palestinian hair salon
owner acceding to Scrappy’s zeal,
hires the Mt. Everest-Australian, but
only as a hair sweeper.
However, when a haircutter quits,
Zohan gets his big chance. Applying
a rather sensual technique that ends
with a special, post-styling session in
the back room, he is soon legend
among the older ladies. And Dalia,
who’s been besieged by a relentlessly
rent-raising landlord, gets a little relief.
The antics, not as creative as they
are strange and outrageous, rise to a
crescendo of insanity. And each time
you think it can’t get nuttier, Sandler
turns up the crazy quotient. Whether
or not it crosses the line will depend
on your own bad taste threshold. But
unlike some practitioners of le
comedie bleu, his lunacy is never
mean-spirited.
Rather, if director Dennis Dugan’s
film, co-written by Judd Apatow,
Robert Smigel and Mr. Sandler, can
be accused of anything, it is pie-inthe-sky idealism. Applying the simplest clichés and solutions to its madcap microcosm of the world’s problems, it almost seems to believe its
comic panacea. We know better. Still,
even faux peace feels good.
Of course, before we can even contemplate that, all manner of hell must
break loose, told to the backdrop of
an emerging love story. Yep, Zohan
has fallen for his comely boss, or so
his pals assure him after he can no
longer, well, hear the call of the
lothario. Thus the stage is set for a
Middle Eastern Romeo and Juliet,
Big Apple edition.
This means misunderstandings,
instigated by a mysterious third party,
as well as by a triad of Phantom
wannabes looking to cash in on
Zohan’s subterfuge. And after much
conflagration we arrive at film’s message: There’s always someone who
sees the profit in perpetuating racial
hatred. Sandler stops short of awarding himself the Nobel Peace Prize.
You exit the Bijou with a sheepish
smile, hoping your Ph.D. mentor
doesn’t spot you, but ready to blurt,
“Where is it written that one can’t
enjoy the naïve pipe dreams of a 14year-old every so often?” You’ll get
no argument from Sandler. Juvenile
as his formula is, You Don’t Mess with
the Zohan is proof that you also don’t
mess with the success.
***
You Don’t Mess with the Zohan,
rated PG-13, is a Columbia Picture’s
release directed by Dennis Dugan
and stars Adam Sandler, Emmanuelle
Chriqui and John Turturro. Running
time: 113 minutes.
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Author Maryann McFadden
Enters Her ‘Richest Season’
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Katie Rogers for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IT’S ONLY ROCK ‘N’ ROLL…Lauren Holly and Peter Fonda prepare to shoot a scene together for The Perfect Age of Rock
‘n’ Roll at a Westfield home on Ramapo Way.

Westfield Location is ‘Picture
Perfect’ for Rock ‘n’ Roll Flick
BY KATIE ROGERS
Specially written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A crew of nearly 70
people scramble frantically on a secluded front lawn on Ramapo Way,
where Scott Rosenbaum is directing

matedly with those around her. .
The Spike Lee-fronted movie, entitled The Perfect Age of Rock ‘n’ Roll,
is an adaptation of Mr. Rosenbaum’s
short film, Coda. The independent film
features two lifelong friends – Spider,

‘EASY’ DOES IT...Westfield Leader intern Katie Rogers, left, and newspaper
freelancer and in-office staff member Christina Hinke chat with movie star Peter
Fonda, famous for his role in Easy Rider, on the set of The Perfect Age of Rock ‘n’ Roll.

his first feature film.
The cameramen prepare to shoot, as
Peter Fonda casually walks onto the
set, where a 1970s Airstream van is
parked in the street. Lauren Holly can
be seen in the background, talking ani-

played by Kevin Zegers, and Eric,
played by Jason Ritter – and their crosscountry road trip to fulfill their dreams
of rock ‘n’ roll in the early ’90s.
Consequently, Mr. Rosenbaum says
he is fulfilling dreams of his own by
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directing the film. After majoring in
journalism in college, Mr. Rosenbaum
says he began to work on Wall Street
and wrote screenplays at night. After 9/
11, he said he made this project a “personal commitment” and worked diligently to complete it.
“I really just set out to finish a script
and write ‘The End’ on something, on
anything,” he says, “and finally having
the opportunity to meet Spike and
present him the script —he’s just been
fantastic ever since and agreed to executive produce this, and now, we’re
standing on a movie set.
“It’s been a dream come true, really.”
As a drummer himself, Mr.
Rosenbaum says the film’s inspiration
comes from his own love of rock-androll music.
“I’ve been playing drums since I
punctured my uncle’s drum set when
I was 3-years-old. I popped the drum
skin on his kit in my grandparent’s
basement,” he says. “So, between that
and playing in bands my whole life, I
have a passion and understanding of
the history of rock ‘n’ roll and blues.
It all kind of coalesced into a movie.”
Fonda plays father figure August
West. West’s best friend, Chip Jenson –
a tragic figure in the vein of Kurt Cobain
and Jimi Hendrix – dies at 27, and
Fonda’s character is partly responsible
for his death.
“I’m kind of the hinge from the past
to the present, which is cool,” Fonda
tells TheWestfield Leader and The Times.
“I drive the RV holding all the young
people while they write the songs for
the third album of the Lost Souls.”
Fonda says he has a great musical
19
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WESTFIELD
–
When
Hackettstown resident Maryann
McFadden began writing “The Richest Season” for a graduate English
class, she had no idea that one day, a
prestigious, national publisher would
print it.
In fact, the route from short-story
assignment to critically acclaimed
novel is almost as enthralling as the
book itself.
“I originally self-published ‘The
Richest Season,’ and the journey I
took for the next year, until it was
sold at auction to Hyperion Books,
was an incredible rollercoaster ride,”
said the author, whose sister-in-law,
Margaret McFadden, teaches physical education and coaches varsity
field hockey at Westfield High
School.
Joanna Harrison, the protagonist in
this modern-day “coming-of-age
story,” is a fictitious composite, based
on Ms. McFadden’s experience working with corporate families as a realtor,
her profession prior to becoming a
novelist.
Approaching a defining moment in
her marriage, Joanna moves to the
fictional setting of South Carolina’s
Pawley’s Island, and becomes a livein companion to widow Grace Finelli,
who has her own reasons for coming
to the island.
The story of Joanna’s husband,
Paul, is entangled in those of the two
women, a feature of her book that Ms.
McFadden feels sets it apart from
other novels of the same genre.
“Readers rarely get the husband’s
outlook in women’s fiction,” she said,
adding that in “The Richest Season,”
the husband is a real and prominent
character.
“We see their marriage through
both points of view,” she said.
So, how does one go from being a
realtor to a student to a novelist?
“Tired of selling real estate, I went
back to college to get a master’s
degree in Education…to teach on
the high school level,” she explained.
“I found I loved the creative writing we were doing in one of my
English classes,” she said. “It awoke
a part of me that had been dormant for
years while selling real estate and
raising my children.”
Ms. McFadden had freelanced for
10 years for a variety of newspapers
and magazines prior to becoming a
realtor.
“The Richest Season” debuted in
May 2006 as a self-published book.
By focusing on smaller, independent bookstores and book clubs,
she sold thousands of books on her
own.
“I’d been selling real estate successfully for years…If I could sell
houses, I knew I could sell this book,
and I did,” she said.
Armed with “reviews and sales
that I hoped would grab someone’s
attention,” Ms. McFadden sent out
e-mail queries to agents.
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the

Maryann McFadden
Eight weeks later, she was under
contract with the Victoria Sander
Literary Agency.
Ms. McFadden said she feels “The
Richest Season” will be of interest
to the residents of Westfield because
it deals with a corporate family.
“[This has been] an overlooked
topic, in my opinion,” she said.
The author has a special relationship with the characters in her book.
“I believe I am like my characters,
entering my own richest season,”
she said.
“I believed in this book. I was at a

“I believe I am like my characters, entering my own richest season...I believed in this
book. I was at a crossroads,
almost ready to give up writing.
“I decided to get out there
myself. I just couldn’t give
up on my dream, and I made
it happen.”
~ Maryann McFadden

Public Can Meet
McFadden at Book Store
WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store is hosting a meet and greet for
Maryann McFadden, author of “The
Richest Season,” on June 21 from 2 to
4 p.m.
Set on Pawley’s Island, S.C., “The
Richest Season” is a debut novel about
second changes occurring at the most
inopportune times in life. Ms.
McFadden has been a successful
realtor for the past 20 years but always wanted to be a novelist.
“The Richest Season” began as her
thesis project when she returned to
school for a master’s degree. Her
book is a July 2008 Booksense pick.
Ms. McFadden lives in
Hackettstown. Her sister-in-law is
longtime Westfield High School
physical-education teacher Margaret
McFadden.
The public can meet the author at
The Town Book Store, located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield, (corner of East Broad and Elmer Streets).
If unable to attend, call The Town
Book Store at (908) 233-3535 and
reserve an autographed copy of the
book.

Kean’s Premiere Stages
Announces 2008 Season
UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University presents a mix of new plays
and New Jersey premieres.
The 2008 season will open on Thursday, July 17, in the Zella Fry Theatre
with President James Madison battling
a divided delegation and a determined
widow in his search for a more perfect
union in the new comedy Madison. The
play will continue through Sunday,
August 3.
From September 5 through 21, the
new premiere of David LindsayAbaire’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play
Rabbit Hole will play in the Zella Fry
Theatre. The play charts a couple’s
bittersweet search for the light of day
after a life-shattering accident leaves
them drifting perilously apart. Tickets
range from $15 to $25, with special
group rates available.
Premiere Stages also has numerous events presented in the Little
Theatre, specifically tailored to families. Running Rabbit Family Theatre
will present Rapunzel on Thursday,
July 10, at 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m., and
Treasure Island from July 15 to 17, at
10:30 a.m. Pushcart Players will
present its production of Dear
America on July 25, at 11 a.m. Ticket
prices range from $10 to $12.
Premiere Stages also offers Camp
Premiere, which runs from Monday,
July 21, through Friday, July 31. High
school students, under professional
guidance, will put together their own
shows to be performed at a showcase
open to the public. The camp costs

farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Free Parking
221 North Ave East

crossroads, almost ready to give up
writing,” she said.“I decided to get
out there myself. I just couldn’t give
up on my dream, and I made it happen.”
Ms. McFadden is currently at work
on a second novel, entitled “So Happy
Together.”
“The Richest Season” has been
chosen as a Booksense pick for June
and will be translated into German
and Italian.
More about the author can be found
at maryannmcfadden.com, and readers
and book-club members can reach her
at maryann@maryannmcfadden.com.
Ms. McFadden will be greeting
readers and signing books at The Town
Bookstore, located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield, this Saturday, June
21, from 2 to 4 p.m.
For more information, contact The
Town Bookstore at (908) 233-3535.

908-654-0444

www.TheFarmhouseStore.com

$295, and scholarships are available.
All performances will take place on
Kean University’s campus, located at
1000 Morris Avenue in Union.
To order tickets, call the Kean Stage
Box Office at (908) 737-SHOW. For
groups, call Paul Whelihan at (908)
737-4077. To reserve a spot in Camp
Premiere or to inquire about the Premiere Residency Program, call (908)
737-4092, or visit Premiere Stages
online at kean.edu/premierestages.
Premiere Stages offers free or discounted tickets to patrons with disabilities. Call for a list of sign-interpreted,
audio-described or open-captioned performances. Assistive listening devices
and large print programs are available
at all times.

GRAND FINALE…Music teacher Elsa
Hahn recently conducted her final concert at Franklin School. She is retiring
after 34 years of educating Westfield
students.

Kiwanis Club Plans
October Broadway Visit
CLARK — The Clark Kiwanis
Club is planning a Broadway trip to
see A Tale of Two Cities, a musical
based on the classic novel by Charles
Dickens. The public is invited to join
the group on Sunday, October 5, for
the 3 p.m. matinee.
Each person who donates $100 will
receive an orchestra seat ticket, a bus
ride to and from the Hirschfeld Theater and a bag of candy and water.
The chartered bus will leave the
Arthur L. Johnson High School parking lot at noon, leaving time for the
riders to have lunch on their own in
Manhattan.
To secure tickets, call Susan
Dougherty, Kiwanis Club member, at
(732) 382-5367. Send checks, payable to “Clark Kiwanis,” to 4 Cypress
Court, Edison, N.J. 08820.
Set against an epic backdrop of the
French Revolution, A Tale of Two
Cities is a musical about injustice,
vengeance and the redemptive power
of love.
Since its publication in 1859, “A
Tale of Two Cities” has sold more than
200 million copies, making it one of
the most famous books in the history
of fictional literature. The stage version comes to Broadway after making
its debut in Florida last season, where
it enjoyed a sold-out run.

