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1,000 Vow to Fight On at Hearing
On Muhlenberg Med. Center Closing
By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

PLAINFIELD – More than 1,000
people attended the final public hearing
last Thursday at Plainfield High School
to discuss Solaris Health Care System’s
application to close Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in Plainfield as
an acute-care facility.
Heather Howard, commissioner of
the Department of Health and Senior
Services, along with five members of
the State Health Planning Board, listened to members of the public who
spoke out against the proposed closure.
Scores of people held “Save
Muhlenberg” signs and applauded as
Muhlenberg employees, clergy and
residents pleaded with the board to
reject Solaris’ application. They asked
for more time to work out a solution

to keep the hospital open.
While the speeches were passionate, attendees were more restrained
than they were at the first hearing,
conducted on May 6, where a spirit of
optimism prevailed. More than 30
people spoke about what Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center means to
them and their community.
“The only reason we are here is
because of the deliberate rape and
destruction of Muhlenberg Hospital
by Solaris,” said James Colvin, a local pastor.
Hospital employees also voiced
their opposition to the closing.
“Minutes matter,” said Dr. Marianne
Warner of Westfield, arguing that it
would take too long to transport patients in need of urgent care to other
hospitals such as JFK in Edison.

John Maguire for The Westfield Leader

DON’T CLOSE OUR HOSPITAL...Members of the Plainfield High School
Young Men’s Leadership Group hold posters urging the state to keep Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in Plainfield open, during last Thursday’s hearing.

Board Postpones Decision
On Psychologist Office
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Adjustment postponed a
hearing Monday night for a psychologist whose practice is in her home,
which violates a town ordinance.
Psychologist Sandra Morrow has
practiced out of her home at 635
Forest Avenue for 19 years. Recently,
she received a “cease and desist within
five days” notification from the
Westfield zoning office. She said
when she first set up her practice in
March 1989, her business complied
with the zoning law at the time.
In 1998, the law was amended to
not allow psychologists, among others, to practice in a home.
She said she currently is semi-retired, sees about 15 patients a week,
one patient at a time, and does not
perform group therapy, a function not
allowed per an amendment to the law
in November 1989. Ms. Morrow said
her scope of practice is typically helping people with stress management,
children with learning disabilities and
children who have “school phobia.”
Soon after setting up her business,
Ms. Morrow said she hired a contractor to enclose the front porch to act as
a waiting room. She also had French
doors installed for access from the
porch to the dining room, where she
sees her patients, to “afford myself
privacy.” Permits were given by the
zoning office.
The board carried the case to September 8.
Three neighbors were present to
oppose Ms. Morrow’s application.
They will have the opportunity to
speak at the continuation of the case.
In the meantime, Ms. Morrow can

continue practicing in her home.
Next, the board denied a six-foot
fence at 793 West Broad Street. In
1998, the town amended the ordinance to a maximum height of four
feet for a fence in the street side yard.
Applicants Michael and Caroline
DeFreitas hired a fencing company to
replace the panels of the existing sixfoot fence because it was dilapidated.
Mr. DeFreitas said the posts were not
removed, just the panels. He said he
spent about $240 per panel and there
were about 12 panels.
Three applications regarded garages. Neil Grote of 174 Lincoln Road
was approved to construct a garage
10 feet from his home, where a minimum of 15 feet is required per town
ordinance for fire safety reasons.
“I’m trying to save a tree,” he said
of the location, which has an old
Maple tree situated at the 15-foot
mark. Board member Robert Burslem
hesitated with his “yes” to approve
the application.
David Peregrim of 875 Bradford
Avenue was denied his application to
replace a 17-and-a-half-foot high garage in disrepair with a 20-foot high
garage. The zoning law is a maximum of 15 feet. Mr. Peregrim cited
safety as a hardship because the ceiling height is too low for a person to
stand in the storage space in the rafters.
Board member Chris Masciale said,
“I think their needs to be an amendment to the current ordinance.”
George Lanzano of 6 Tamaques
Way was denied a use variance for
their garage. Mr. Lanzano said he
wanted to use the rear of the garage as
a recreation room for his two sons,
ages 11 and 14. He planned to install
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

According to Solaris, a “satellite
emergency department” will remain.
That facility will be able to handle
issues such as broken bones and burns,
not life-threatening matters such as
heart attacks and strokes.
Dr. Warner, chairman of the hospital’s
Obstetrics and Gynecology Department, said that Muhlenberg “is an integral part of the community.” She emphasized that closing Muhlenberg as an
acute-care facility would put lives at
risk. “Please do the right thing – don’t
close Muhlenberg Hospital,” she said,
to cheers from the audience.
Bernadette Countryman, senior
vice president at Trinitas Hospital
and head of nursing, said that a plan
was in place to meet the needs of the
community. She said that “the Trinitas
family has the means and ability” to
meet their needs.
There were jeers in response from
the audience.
“I think Solaris has thrown in the
towel,” said Henry McNally of
Fanwood. “Muhlenberg has been central to me and the whole area.” He
implored the board to “look for a
different model than the one Solaris
has presented.”
Some attacked the demeanor of
board members seated on the stage.
“This is not blah-blah-blah – this is a
matter of life and death,” one person
shouted, accusing a board member of
not being interested in what those
present had to say.
“Five people from the board are
here,” said Chairwoman Judy Donlen,
who presided over the hearing. “We
only needed to send one,” she added.
Others attacked Solaris management and pointed to inconsistencies
in its financial disclosures leading up
to the decision to close the hospital.
“Take a look at the 990 Solaris filed
with the IRS,” said John Gostel, a
local accountant, while questioning
the legitimacy of Solaris’ claims that
Muhlenberg was hemorrhaging funds
due to charity care. He called on the
board to conduct an independent audit of Muhlenberg’s accounting
books.
“Since 2003, Solaris has moved
successful functions of the hospital
to JFK Hospital in Edison,” in a deliberate attempt to undermine the case
for keeping Muhlenberg open,” said
Mr. Gostel. Before approving any
application by Solaris, he called on
the state to “conduct a comprehensive community impact study” and
explore different ownership options.
Others simply called for more time
to work out a solution and asked that
the board require Solaris to retain its
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

County Chair Commits to Attending
WF Meeting, Hospital Discussed
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield officials
drafted a resolution, Tuesday night,
stating the municipality’s concern
over the closing of Plainfield’s
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center. Next week, the town will formally introduce the resolution, which
asks the state to take a closer look at
the matter.
Facing multi-million-dollar losses,
Solaris Health Care System, which
owns Muhlenberg, filed the required
“certificate of need” to close the facility.
While acute-care services will
cease, Solaris will operate a satellite
emergency department at the facility.
Effectively, the town’s resolution
will ask the department of health,
which is responsible for conducting a
full review of the “certificate of need,”
to assure that the decision will not be
“harmful to the public interest.”
Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins has recently attended various
Muhlenberg-related meetings. She told
the council, Tuesday, that Muhlenberg
serves a vital function to area residents,
and its closing would cause hospitals
such as Overlook to “feel a crunch.”
She said, “Our residents use
[Muhlenberg]. [If it is closed], we are

Deerfield Principal Phillips
Introduced at BOE Meeting
By KATHERINE EMIRE-NIEVES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Newly appointed Deerfield School Principal
Robert Phillips introduced himself to
the public at the board of education’s
(BOE) Tuesday night meeting. He
thanked the district for the welcome he
has received and said that Mountainside
has an “outstanding” school district.
Mr. Phillips said that he will bring
his core philosophical values, such as
putting children first, to his job. He
added that he is “excited” to start
working in middle school again,
which he favors because of the enthusiasm of the age group.
Jeanette Baubles, who recently replaced Richard O’Malley as chief
school administrator and preceded

Mr. Phillips at Deerfield, said that
Mr. Phillips possesses “several fine
qualities” that make him the “best fit.
Mr. Phillips, who has recently been
getting acquainted with the district,
will visit Deerfield School on Monday, June 23.
The board approved a number of
new hires. Ms. Baubles said that she
and the administration team reviewed
candidates and required they demonstrate their teaching skills by presenting lessons to the interview team.
Board President Mary Beth
Schaumberg said she was “thrilled”
to see the amount of résumés that
came in.
The following teachers were hired:
Cathleen Cirrotti, grade 7 science, at
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Memorial Pool
To Open Saturday to 9,700
By KATHERINE VOWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TICK TOCK...Richard Edge, left, and Jack Gordin inspect parts for restoring the
clock from the 1930s that hangs at the corner of Elm and East Broad Streets in
downtown Westfield.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

READY FOR THE HEAT WAVE...Last weekend, workers put the final touches on the Westfield Memorial Pool Complex
before filling it with water. After a one-week postponement, the pool is being given finishing touches to be ready for the
Saturday, June 14, opening. Extreme weather conditions were said to have caused the opening date to be pushed back. See
pool photographs at goleader.com/photos.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Pool is now in its final
stages of completion of a $2.5-million upgrade. As the pools were being
filled with water Monday morning,
Bruce Kaufmann, Westfield recreation director, gave The Westfield
Leader a private tour of the pool to
witness first hand the improvements
that have taken place over the past
nine months.
“The recreationg commissioners
have toured the new pool and are very
pleased with the result,” said Bill
Palatucci, chairman of the Westfield
Recreation Commission. “We wish
the weather had cooperated, but the
new pool will provide years of enter-

tainment for thousands of Westfield
residents.”
The pool opening was delayed one
week due to extreme weather conditions and is set for this Saturday, June
14, at 10 a.m.“Contractors and workers have been working seven days a
week for the past month and a half
because the weather has logged everything back,” Mr. Kaufmann said.
Some of the changes to the main
pool include a changed direction of
the shallow and deep ends increasing
the water surface, and allowing more
room for individuals who do not
wish to swim laps. A jet pool has also
been installed in the main pool.
The pool has included handicap
accessible ramps to the deck area and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

concerned that they would see more
waiting times at other hospitals. It’s
going to be a disaster.” Ms. Kimmins
said Westfield’s resolution, similar to
those of neighboring towns, seeks to
“buy more time” in order for the
hospital to find a buyer who can
downsize the operation.
Ms. Kimmins said the CEO of
Somerset Medical Center informed
her that if Muhlenberg downsized, “it
could be a viable hospital.” She said
the notion that Muhlenberg has failed
because of the amount of charitable
care offered is untrue. She said
Somerset took on more charitablecare cases than Muhlenberg and is in
better financial shape.
Ms. Kimmins said Westfield’s resolution neither asks the department of
health for an extension, nor does it
“evaluate” Solaris in any way; rather, it
asks the department of health to “think
before they close [Muhlenberg].”
In other business, Town Adminis-

trator Jim Gildea said Westfield officials, including he, the finance chairman and the mayor, had met with
Union County Freeholder Chairman
Angel Estrada and the county’s tax
assessor to better understand the taxcalculation formula used to determine Westfield’s annual assessment.
Mr. Gildea said the experience was
“enlightening” and noted that, primarily, a ratio of market and assessed
home values determines a town’s assessment. The lower the ratio, the
higher the taxes.
Separately, Mayor Andy Skibitsky
said Mr. Estrada is committed to coming to a summer conference meeting
in order to explain the county’s role in
providing services to Westfield citizens, and the council will have an
opportunity to ask questions.
Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Chairman Mark Ciarrocca
announced that Westfield has conCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood Approves Pay
Cuts for Mayor, Council
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood Borough Council proposed more than
$100,000 in changes to the 2008
municipal budget on Tuesday, including the approval of pay reductions for
the mayor and council.
The pay cut, which takes effect on
July 1, trims $5,150 from the 2008
budget.
The mayor’s salary will be cut from
$2,400 to a new amount of $1,800.
Council members will see a new salary of $1,500 compared to their old
salary of $2,000, according to Councilman Anthony Sytko.
“That was something I pushed for
and we were able to come to an agreement on with the finance committee,”
Mr. Sytko said.
Council President Kathleen
Villaggio recommended additional
changes to the municipal budget
through a combination of reductions
and anticipated revenue. These include decreasing the amount of money
set aside for seasonal public works
employees by $5,000, raising the percent of funding reserved for uncollected taxes from 97.26 to 97.75 percent and higher anticipated revenue
from the municipal library and sewer
charges.
In addition, Ms. Villaggio said that
the borough received word that its
Consolidated Municipal Property Tax
Relieve Aid (CMPTRA) will be partially restored in the amount of
$154,933.
“We have been officially notified
by the state that we can include this
amount in our 2008 budget,” Ms.
Villaggio said.
Including the CMPTRA money and
the proposed reductions, the
borough’s budget would decrease by
$259,583. Ms. Villaggio said this
would lower the budget’s tax impact
from an average municipal tax in-

crease of $518 to $378 per house
assessed at $100,000. The council is
also awaiting word on additional state
aid, which could result in further tax
decreases.
The borough’s budget will not be
finalized until the state’s budget is
approved by the State Legislature in
July.
Acting as the borough’s Alcoholic
Beverage Control board, the council
also heard applications for place-toplace transfers from Rosie’s Wine
Bar owner Josh Rosenberg and The
Station Bar and Grill owner Robert
DeStefanis. Place-to-place transfers
allow restaurants to serve alcohol in
outdoor café sections.
The board received one letter from
a tenant who lives above Rosie’s Wine
Bar opposing the application, citing
an increase in noise. Three residents
who live near Rosie’s Wine Bar also
attended the meeting to express their
support for the place-to-place transfers. The residents said they felt such
restaurants enhanced the borough and
attracted customers from neighboring towns.
“I think it’s an accolade to the town
that restaurants and eateries such as
these are supported,” said Roni
Epstein, a neighbor of Rosie’s Wine
Bar.
Local residents Bruce Paterson and
Anne Leonard also voiced opinions
regarding the applications. Ms.
Leonard said that she thought the
council should require the serving of
food with alcohol at the restaurants.
Mr. Paterson also suggested that the
council should cap the number of
restaurants it allows to serve alcohol
outdoors at four.
The board ultimately voted to approve both of the applications, with
the stipulation that food be offered to
patrons dining outside. In approving
a prior place-to-place transfer appliCONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Westfield Police Officers
Receive Promotions
WESTFIELD – Chief John Parizeau
announced the promotions of the following Officers on June 3:
Lieutenant Scott Rodger, starting as a
police dispatcher in 1986, Scott was appointed as a police officer in 1989 and to
sergeant in 2005. Scott holds a degree in
computer science from Union College
and is currently assigned to the Information Technology Bureau
Lieutenant Christopher Battiloro:
Starting as a police dispatcher in 1995,

MS BOE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

RESTORATION…The Reeve House on Mountain Avenue was built in 1875. The
photo inset , upper right, taken in the early 1900s, shows the original porch that
the Westfield Historical Society is now working to recreate.

Westfield Pool
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

a ramp that goes into the pool. “You
have to go far and wide to find any
place where you can take a wheelchair and wheel the person into the
water,” Mr. Kaufmann said. The pool
will also provide a water wheel chair
for its members.
A safer zero entry kiddy pool with
a splash pad and interactive spray
features replaces the old kiddy pool,
and is independent from the lap pool.
“One addition we made was to add
a satellite concession stand in the
kiddy area for parents who have children in this area, especially infants,”
Mr. Kaufmann said. The satellite concession stand will no longer require
parents to pack up their things and
children every time they want a soda
or ice cream.
“The expanded main pool and
kiddie pool now combine with our
previuos major projects to deliver one
of the best municipal complexes in
New Jersey,” Mr. Palatucci said.
“What the people will not be able to
see is the [changes made to the] filtration system,” Mr. Kaufmann said.
“We’ve changed the filtration system
to be much more efficient and much
more effective. We have also put in
UV filters which are state of art for
killing any type of E. coli or chloroforms.”
The cost for the renovations came
from pool membership fees, visitor
fees, daily fees and rentals. No tax
dollars went into the renovation or

Westfield
Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tracted with Honeywell to establish
an e-alert system.
Jointly purchased with the Westfield
Board of Education, there will be two
separate, but connected, systems.
This year, the town will pay $27,000,
and the BOE will be charged $17,000.
A three-year arrangement, the cost drops
$4,000 for both entities next year.
The e-alert system will enable the
town to send important notices more
effectively. Residents will have the
ability to stay informed via an “unlimited” number of devices, including home phone, pager, cell phone, email and more. Residents will also be
able to customize when and how they
receive notification. For instance,
someone could choose to be called at
home in the morning but e-mailed at
the office during the afternoon.
Mr. Ciarrocca said the town would
work with the school system to encourage those on the school’s network to “opt in” to Westfield’s service.
Mr. Ciarrocca said the system would
prove to be a “very effective method
[of communication].” He said he
hopes that, eventually, enough people
take part in the alert system that it
eliminates the need to disseminate
information via paper mailings, which
are more costly and environmentally
unfriendly.

operation of the pool, Mr. Kaufmann
said.
“It [the pool] has turned into a
family facility, we have things for
every age group,” Mr. Kaufmann said.
“Our other pool lasted 30 seasons; no
one will be around to prove me wrong,
but I say we are now good for another
60 to 75 years.”

Garwood
Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cation for Bensi’s restaurant, the
board required that a full meal be
served to outdoor diners. Councilman Keith Sluka said this was mainly
to prevent people from drinking in
excess outdoors.
“The spirit of that requirement was
to eliminate a lot of people hanging
out, drinking,” Mr. Sluka said.
Since Rosie’s Wine Bar and The
Station are not primarily restaurants
as Bensi’s is, the council will only
require them to offer food to outdoor
customers. The board also stipulated
that The Station be required to close
its French doors during the hours of
2:45 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. when school is
in session since children walk home
past the bar.
Borough attorney Robert Renaud
said he would prepare resolutions for
the place-to-place transfers, which
will be voted on at the next meeting.
The council will also hold public
hearings on three ordinances during
its next meeting. These ordinances
would restrict parking on certain sections of Maple Street, lower the age
limit from 55 to 50 for the Garwood
Mews condominium complex in the
borough and amend a portion of the
fire code regarding inspections.

WF BOA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

heating and air conditioning in the
space, a television, couch, and games.
He stated an undersized home as his
hardship.
His home is 1,300 square feet. He
said two and a half years ago he was
denied a variance when he wanted to
add a family room on to his home, an
addition he said that would have
meant about a 2 percent difference
from the floor are ratio allowed by
ordinance.
His next-door neighbor opposed
his use citing that she thought it
would lower the value of her home,
create noise, and that she was concerned that Mr. Lanzano’s two young
children were not being supervised.
She also said “this is a leeway to
allowing everyone in Westfield to
use their detached garage as living
space.”
“I can understand his need for this
space, but there hasn’t been testimony to approve this application,”
Mr. Burslem said.

a salary of $53,356; Dayna
Martinovic, grade 5 language arts,
($49,684); Adrienne Ridley, grade 6
language arts, ($55,223); John Macha,
grade 8 language arts, ($50,061); and
Lauren Bound, TEP ($62,973).
World language teacher Nina Woo
was granted family leave, unpaid with
health benefits, for the period of September 2 through November 21. Two
home instructors were hired for the
remainder of the school year, and a
summer camp aide was hired.
Mountainside resident Art Mazzo
spoke out against the board’s decision not to rehire seventh-grade social studies teacher Fred McCarrick
for the upcoming school year.
He told the board that his son, who
is in Mr. McCarrick’s class presently,
has had a “wonderful experience”
and comes home inspired, talking
about his learning at the dinner table.
Mr. Mazzo said that he wished the
Mountainside public be given the
chance to express its point of view
when a non-rehire situation arises
with a faculty member who has
worked in the district for two years or
more, as Mr. McCarrick has.
The BOE recognized the achievement of the Deerfield Girls Softball
Team, which has been undefeated for
two years and is 11-0 this year.
Beechwood first-grade teacher
Stacey Walkingstick has coached the
team of sixth-, seventh- and eighthgrade girls.
Governor Livingston student
Trevor Hain received the Rosenstiehl
Scholarship for academic excellence
and commitment to community.
Trevor will receive $1,000 for each of
four years in college. He will attend
Susquehanna University in the fall.
Governor Livingston student Allen
Chiconelli received the Tricia DeRosa
Memorial Award. The award is a
$1,000 for excellence in track for a
Governor Livingston student who is
also a former Deerfield student.

Chris was appointed as a police officer
in 1997 and promoted to sergeant in
2006. Chris is a graduate of Clemson
University and will be assigned to the
Patrol Division.
Sergeant Jason Rodger: Starting as a
police dispatcher in 1994, Jason was appointed as a police officer in 1997. He has
served as one of the town’s training officers as well as coordinating the Police
Explorers program. Upon completion of
a supervisory training program at Rutgers
University, Jason will be assigned to the
Patrol Division
Sergeant Frank Padovano: Frank was
appointed as a police officer in 1998. He
had previously served as a corrections
officer at the Mountainview Correctional
Facility. He is a graduate of Rutgers University and currently a member of the
Union County Emergency Response
Team. Upon completion of a supervisory
training program at Rutgers University,
Frank will be assigned to our Patrol Division.
Sergeant Leonard Lugo: Leo was appointed as a police officer in February of
2001. He had previously served with the
Paterson Police Department as well as in
the United States Army National Guard.
Leo is a graduate of William Paterson
University. Upon completion of a supervisory training program at Rutgers University, Leo will be assigned to the Patrol
Division.

WF Diner Waitress
Arrested in Fraud Case
BY KATIE ROGERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford resident
John Polo Jr., 38, pleaded guilty on Monday to four cases of fraud and identity
theft, according to Assistant Prosecutor
for Union County Ann Rubin.
The investigation into the thefts began
in October of 2007, when two customers
from the Westfield Diner reported there
were fraudulent purchases made on their
credit cards from P.C. solutions, Polo
Jr.’s business. It was later discovered that
Denise Tortorello, a waitress at the diner,
was Polo Jr.’s accomplice.
According to Ms. Rubin, Tortorello
admitted to copying down the customers’
credit card numbers and giving them to
Polo Jr., who would then make purchases
from his own company and pay himself.
Polo Jr.’s second partner was Samuel
Jacobs, a patient transporter at St. Joseph’s
hospital in Paterson, the assistant prosecutor said. She said Jacobs aided Polo Jr.
in obtaining the personal information of
several hospital patients, enabling Polo
Jr. to steal more than $52,000 from ETrade in five months time.
Ms. Rubin said Tortorello pleaded
guilty to two counts of credit card fraud
and was sentenced to 18 months in state
prison, while Jacobs pled guilty to third
degree trafficking in personal identifying
information and faces two years probation. Polo Jr.’s sentencing is scheduled
for Friday, August 8.

Muhlenberg
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

license to operate Muhlenberg as an
acute-care facility for one year so that
a comprehensive evaluation of what
health services needed to be maintained could be conducted.
Some were disappointed at what
they perceived as a lack of support
from local political leaders. State Assemblyman Gerald Green of Plainfield
was attacked. “Why did Mr. Green not
say something to the public earlier?”
asked Chao I-Chen of Plainfield.
Mary Zink, an active member of the
Plainfield community, said, “We will
not vote for Green, [Governor Jon]
Corzine or [Assemblywoman Linda]
Stender if they do not help us address
this issue. It is polite to say ‘We hear
you,’ but we need action.”
“We will make this a political issue,” she concluded.
“Our elected government must be
held accountable for those who voted
them into office,” added Joseph Barnes
of Plainfield.
Word came on Friday after the meeting that department managers at
Muhlenberg were notified that the hospital will continue to operate as an
acute care facility until Friday, June
27, which was two weeks more than
thought.
Some employees in attendance said
the facility had already been stripped
of many of its abilities to function.

According to staff, residency programs
have been discontinued and key functions transferred to other hospitals like
JFK.
Bill Nagl summed up the position of
many in attendance when he said that
the real issue is “the disparity of health
care between the haves and have-nots.”
After delivering an account of how
Muhlenberg saved her life when she
went into acute respiratory distress,
Patricia Richards stated to cheers that
she was, “here tonight as a warrior of
the cause to keep this hospital open.
We are minorities here – we need
help.”
Calling the meeting to a close, Board
Chairman Donlen called the audience
a “spirited group” and the situation a
“very painful thing.” She said the next
step was for a public voting session to
be called, at which Solaris will formally present its application to close
Muhlenberg as an acute-care facility.
“I have no idea,” she said, when
asked what the board may recommend
to Commissioner Heather Howard,
who will make the final determination
on the fate of Muhlenberg.
“Don’t leave us,” said Flor Gonzalez
in a final plea.
Many vowed to fight on as long as
there was a chance.
The decision will be made in Trenton.

TOWN’S FINEST…On June 3, five Westfield Poloce Officers were promoted.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Sergeant Frank Padovano, Sergeant Leo Lugo,
Lieutenant Christopher Battiloro, Chief John Parizeau, Lieutenant Scott Rodger
and Sergeant Jason Rodger.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Tuesday, May 27, a teenager returning
to his home in the 700 block of Clark
Street heard noises inside the house and
subsequently discovered a flat screen television had been removed from a downstairs home entertainment center and was
left lying on the floor.
Police responded to the scene, along with
the Union County Sheriff’s Office K-9 Unit,
to check the residence. No one was seen in
the vicinity of the home and nothing was
reported missing, according to police. The
incident remains under investigation.
Friday, June 6, Evan Fernandez, 19,
and Michael Downer, 18, both of
Westfield, were arrested during a motor
vehicle stop on the 500 block of Kimball
Avenue. Each was charged with possession with intent to distribute less than 50
grams of marijuana, possession of drug
paraphernalia and underage possession
of alcohol. Both men were processed at
police headquarters, issued summonses
and released pending a court appearance.
Friday, June 6, Omar Harris, 39, of Linden was arrested at Plainfield police headquarters on an outstanding criminal warrant
from Westfield. He was committed to the
Union County jail in lieu of $578 bail.
Saturday, June 7, Eric Diaz, 30, of
Belford was arrested at Westfield police
headquarters on outstanding motor vehicle warrants from Clark and
Middletown. Bail amounts on the warrants were $120 and $228, respectively.
Diaz was released after posting bail.
Sunday, June 8, a resident of the 500
block of South Chestnut Street reported
the theft of $60 in cash plus three credit/
debit cards from her purse while it was
left unattended in an unsecured room at a
local church.
Scotch Plains
Tuesday, June 3, Ashlee Christmas,
19, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged for an outstanding warrant after
being stopped for a motor vehicle violation. She was transported to headquarters
where she was processed and released
after posting bail, police said.
Wednesday, June 4, a resident reported
that someone removed gift cards from her
purse.
Wednesday, June 4, a student at the
Union County Magnet School reported
that someone removed her Ipod valued at
$300 from the treadmill at the gym.
Wednesday, June 4, Paul Longson, 18,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana. According
to police, he was stopped for a motor
vehicle violation and officers discovered
the marijuana. He was transported to headquarters where he was processed and released after posting bail, police said.
Thursday, June 5, Christian Lalau, 18, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
distribution of marijuana in a park. According to police, officers responded to a report
of narcotics activity at Haven Avenue Park
at which time they said they observed Lalua
selling marijuana. He was transported to
headquarters where he was processed and
released after posting bail, police said.
Thursday, June 5, Mandel Sly, 19, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
for resisting arrest. According to police,
officers responded to a report of an individual driving a car without the owners
consent. After being stopped by police,
Sly attempted to run, authorities said. He
was transported to headquarters where he
was processed and released after posting
bail, police said.
Fanwood
Friday, June 6, Shakirah Griffin, 30, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
Scotch Plains warrant after a motor vehicle stop. According to police, she was
processed and released.
Friday June 6, at 3:30 a.m. a Patterson
Road resident reported that someone attempted to gain entry to his home through

breaking a window but fled when the
victim arrived at the scene of the break in.
According to police, the incident is under
investigation.
Friday, June 6, a bank on North Avenue
reported that someone cashed fraudulent
checks in April in the amount of $955 and
$975. According to police, the suspect has
been identified and charges are pending.
Saturday, June 7, a 17-year old Plainfield
juvenile was arrested in the 500 block of
North Avenue for shoplifting. According
to police, he was also charged with possession of a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS). He was processed and released to
a responsible adult pending a court date in
Elizabeth Family Court, police said.
Saturday, June 7, a resident of
Chetwood Terrace reported that someone
entered his home and removed two sets of
car keys. According to police, two vehicles, a 2009 Toyota and a 1999 Mercury
were stolen from the driveway. The vehicles were recovered the next day in
Plainfield, police said.
Saturday, June 7, Jennifer L. Hopkins,
26, of Willingboro was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Edgewater
Township after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road. According to police, she
posted bail and was released.
Sunday, June 8, Daniel C. Smith, 20, of
Martinsville a passenger in a vehicle, was
arrested for multiple Monroe Township
warrants after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. Tracy A. Getchis, 26, the
driver of the vehicle was arrested for an
outstanding Trenton warrant. Getchis was
also charged with possession of CDS
paraphernalia. According to police, both
individuals posted bail and were released.
Monday, June 9 Regina K.
Jonesbooker, 42, of Sicklerville was arrested for an outstanding warrant out of
Maywood after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road. According to police, she
posted bail and was released.
Tuesday, June 10, Kelly A. McGrath,
27, of Linden was arrested for an outstanding Linden warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road. According to police,
she posted bail and was released.
Garwood
Tuesday, June 3, Maria Sosa, 51, of
Perth Amboy was arrested on South Avenue just past the Westfield line and
charged with driving under the influence
and for driving with a suspended license.
She was also charged with having an
open alcohol container in a vehicle, an
obstruction on her windshield view, police said.
She was taken to police headquarters
where police said she failed a breath test.
Sosa was released to a family member
pending a June 9 municipal court date.
Tuesday, June 3, Jose Arroyo, 44, of
Roselle was arrested in the 100 block of
North Avenue and charged with possession of a controlled dangerous substance,
suspected to be marijuana, and possession of drug paraphernalia. He was released pending a June 9 court date.
Thursday, June 5, Steven Reilly, 38, of
Cranford was arrested at the Garwood
Mall and charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance determined to be marijuana and drug paraphernalia, a brass pipe. Police responded to
the scene on a suspicious person call.
Reilly was also charged with an active
traffic warrant out of Morristown.
He was released after posting bail pending a Garwood Municipal Court hearing.
Monday, June 9, Noelle Bradbury, 37,
of Union was arrested in the 400 block of
North Avenue and charged with driving
under the influence of alcohol, having an
open alcohol container in a motor vehicle
and possession of drug paraphernalia.
She was transported to police headquarters where she failed a breath test,
police said. Bradbury was later released
pending a municipal court date.

Area Schools Close
Due to Extreme Heat
By KATIE ROGERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Stop by my new office for a
free insurance quote during
my grand opening celebration.

(800) 554-6964
Ron Bansky
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com
Come and compare your current policy with
one from Allstate
Insurance subject to availability and qualifications. The Cupped Hands logo is a registered service mark of Allstate Insurance CompanyAllstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater, New Jersey. ©
2007 Allstate Insurance Company.

AREA — As temperatures neared 100
degrees this week, school districts across
Union County called for early dismissals
and closures.
In many school districts, such as
Westfield, Berkeley Heights and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, only parts of the schools
are air-conditioned. As a result, students
were let out for half the school day.
Sally Roland, executive assistant to the
superintendent of the Scotch PlainsFanwood school district, said schools were
forced to shut down due to the extreme heat.
“Most of our schools are not air conditioned,” Ms. Roland said. “Only one school
is. Right now, we are looking at possible
single sessions, but the decision hasn’t been
made.”
She said students must be in school for at
least four hours in order to count for a legal,
instructional day of school. Therefore, if
students complete half days in the hot classrooms, they will not have to make up days
at the end of the year.
Judy Rattner, superintendent of the Berkeley Heights school district, said her schools
followed suit with half days on both Monday and Tuesday.
“Parts of the middle school and high
school are air-conditioned,” Ms. Rattner
said. “But there wasn’t enough air-conditioned space for us to circulate the classes.”
The Westfield school district stayed open
for a full day on Monday, and a half-day on

Tuesday, according to Lorre Korecky, coordinator of school community relations.
Westfield schools had already reached the
limit of allowable days off and had set their
final school day for Thursday, June 19,
which will have a four-hour session and
graduation to follow at 6 p.m.
“The kids were encouraged to drink water and stay hydrated,” Ms. Korecky said.
“The blinds were drawn and the lights were
low. A lot of efforts were made to keep the
kids and teachers cool.”
Westfield schools’ concerts were rescheduled to coincide with cooler temperatures. The sixth and eighth grade
Choral and Orchestra Concert originally
scheduled for Tuesday night at Roosevelt
Intermediate School was rescheduled for
tonight. Edison School concerts originally scheduled for June 11 were moved
to June 12.
For students in the Mountainside school
district, most schools did not let out early,
according to Sue Nugent, secretary to the
chief school administrator. Although, students at Beechwood and Deerfield Schools
were dismissed Tuesday at 1 p.m. due to the
heat.
“We didn’t have to let out early, our
schools are air-conditioned,” Ms. Nugent
said. “I’m sure the kids are bummed.”
Cranford schools were also closed on
Monday and Tuesday due to the heat.
Garwood schools remained open even
though the schools only have some air
conditioning.
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More Than 1,000 Speak Out Against
Proposed Muhlenberg Closing
By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

PLAINFIELD – More than 1,000
people attended the final public hearing
last Thursday at Plainfield High School
to discuss Solaris Health System’s application to close Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield as an acutecare facility.
Heather Howard, commissioner of
the Department of Health and Senior
Services, along with five members of
the State Health Planning Board, listened to members of the public who
spoke out against the proposed clo-

sure.
Scores of people held “Save
Muhlenberg” signs and applauded as
Muhlenberg employees, clergy and
residents pleaded with the board to
reject Solaris’ application. They asked
for more time to work out a solution
to keep the hospital open.
While the speeches were passionate, attendees were more restrained
than they were at the first hearing,
conducted on May 6, where a spirit of
optimism prevailed. Over 30 people
spoke about what Muhlenberg means
to them and their community.

John Maguire for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

DON’T CLOSE OUR HOSPITAL...Members of the Plainfield High School
Youth Leadership Group hold posters urging the state’s Health Planning Board
to keep Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in Plainfield open, during Thursday’s
hearing at Plainfield High School.

Planning Board Denies
South Ave. Office Building
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After hearing concerns from a half-dozen neighbors, the planning board on Monday
night, on a split vote, denied an application for a two-story office building
on South Avenue.
D. Villane Construction had sought
approval for the 1,580-square-foot
building at the corner of South Avenue and Jersey Avenue to house its
offices and a meeting room for clients. At earlier hearings in April and
May, an architect, an engineer and a
traffic consultant had testified on
Villane’s behalf.
At Monday’s hearing, attended by
about 25 neighborhood residents as
similar to earlier meetings, Peter
Steck, a professional planner testifying for Villane, told the board the
triangular-shaped lot was “a difficult
property to develop,” but said Villane
had “done a good job” with their
proposal. He said the property was
“not well suited to residential use,”
and concluded that the proposed office building would not have a significant negative impact on the neighborhood.
Six residents spoke in opposition
to the application after Mr. Steck’s
testimony, with Jersey Avenue resident Michael Brennan saying the
township’s master plan discourages
commercial development in residential areas.
Steve Bronski, another Jersey Avenue resident, suggested that the
Villane company either donate or sell
the property to the county or the township for use as a park as a way to thank
“the community that has been a big
part of their success.”
Several Jersey Avenue residents
raised concerns about the safety of
neighborhood children playing in the
street and the risk that could be posed

by cars exiting the Villane parking lot
and driving on Jersey Avenue toward
Hetfield Avenue.
Three board members voted to approve the application, with Alice
Agran saying the building would be a
“low-impact use.” Dominick Bratti
called the plan “better than anything
else that could be there,” such as a gas
station or an extension of the county’s
public works yard located across
South Avenue.
Township zoning official Robert
LaCosta noted that the property is
located in a B-1 zone that allows for
commercial development of the type
that Villane was proposing. But Councilman Jeffrey Strauss, noting that a
significant number of neighbors had
attended each of the hearings on the
application, said the board should not
be seen as forcing the development
on the neighborhood.
“We have to think about what the
neighbors there think” about the proposal, he said. Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato agreed, saying it
was important to “preserve the residential character of Scotch Plains.”
Board Chairwoman Maria Sartor
also voted against the application,
citing concerns about the safety of
neighborhood children, as well as
preserving the “character of the neighborhood.”
The board also approved a site plan
application for a 10,920-square-foot
retail building at the site of the former
Club Malibu on Terrill Road. The
building will house an Advanced Auto
Parts outlet and four additional stores.
The property, which is located between the Jade Isle restaurant and the
Jiffy Lube auto service outlet, has
been vacant since the Malibu building was razed in 2003, four years
after the nightspot closed in the wake
of a fatal shooting in its parking lot in
late 1998.

Courtesy of Amy Carow

SUPER 8...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS) Class of 2008 forms
the shape of “08” at its senior picnic on Tuesday, June 3, sponsored by Project
Graduation of the SPFHS PTA.

“The only reason we are here is
because of the deliberate rape and
destruction of Muhlenberg Hospital
by Solaris,” said James Colvin, a local pastor.
Hospital employees also voiced
their opposition to the closing.
“Minutes matter,” said Dr. Marianne
Warner of Westfield, arguing that it
would take too long to transport patients in need of urgent care to other
hospitals, such as JFK in Edison.
According to Solaris, a “satellite”
emergency department will remain,
but cannot handle major life threatening situations, such as strokes, heart
attacks and even pregnancy.
Dr. Warner, chairman of the
hospital’s Obstetrics and Gynecology Department, said that
Muhlenberg “is an integral part of the
community.” She emphasized that
closing Muhlenberg as an acute care
facility would put lives at risk. “Please
do the right thing – don’t close
Muhlenberg Hospital,” she said, to
cheers from the audience.
Bernadette Countryman, senior
vice president at Trinitas Hospital
and head of nursing, said that a plan
was in place to meet the needs of the
community. She said that “the Trinitas
family has the means and ability” to
meet their needs.
There were jeers in response from
the audience.
“I think Solaris has thrown in the
towel,” said Henry McNally of
Fanwood. “Muhlenberg has been central to me and the whole area.” He
implored the board to “look for a
different model than the one Solaris
has presented.”
Some attacked the demeanor of
board members seated on the stage.
“This is not blah-blah-blah – this is a
matter of life and death,” one person
shouted – accusing a board member
of not being interested in what those
present had to say.
“Five people from the board are
here,” said Chairwoman Judy Donlen,
who presided over the hearing. “We
only needed to send one,” she added.
Others attacked Solaris management and pointed to inconsistencies
in its financial disclosures leading up
to the decision to close the hospital.
“Take a look at the 990 Solaris filed
with the IRS,” said John Gostel, a
local accountant, while questioning
the legitimacy of Solaris’ claims that
Muhlenberg was hemorrhaging funds
due to charity care. He called on the
board to conduct an independent audit of Muhlenberg’s acounting books.
“Since 2003, Solaris has moved
successful functions of the hospital
to JFK Hospital in Edison,” in a deliberate attempt to undermine the case
for keeping Muhlenberg open,” said
Mr. Gostel. Before approving any
application by Solaris, he called on
the state to “conduct a comprehensive community impact study” and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MAKE THAT BUCKET...Longingly surveying the prizes available to those who can make a basket, Andrew and Matthew
Kipp of Fanwood hope their mom can sink it for the proverbial two points during Sunday’s Fanwood street fair. The fair
is sponsored by the Fanwood Business and Professional Association.

Scotch Plains Council Approves
$24.6 Mil. Budget By a 4-1 Vote
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — By a 4-1
vote, the township council on Tuesday night approved a $24.6 million
municipal budget, which will be financed in part by an 8.5-point, or 5.6
percent, increase in municipal property taxes. A tax point equals $100,000
in spending in the township.
Democratic Councilman Jeffrey
Strauss said it was a “stable tax rate.”
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
noted that Scotch Plains’ municipal
property tax increase will be the lowest of any town in Union County,
equal to a $96.80 increase for the
average assessed home of $121,000.
In remarks at the start of the public
hearing, Ms. Coronato said the council, in crafting the 2008 spending
plan, “had to deal with two unprecedented factors,” namely the state’s
new 4 percent cap on municipal tax
levies and the reductions in state aid
as proposed by Gov. Jon Corzine.
Scotch Plains is slated to see a
reduction of $271,000 in its state assistance this year. Had the township
received that state aid, which is equal
to nearly three tax points, the tax
increase would have been five points,
a level equal to last year. Ms. Coronato
said if the full amount of state aid was
received that the municipal tax increase this year would have been about
3.5 percent.
Mayor Martin Marks explained that
most communities are exceeding the
4 percent cap mandated by the state

FW Budget Picture:
‘Nothing Has Changed’
By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council have
held two special budget meetings in
the past two weeks, including a brief
session on Monday night. However,
as Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
summarized, “Nothing has changed.”
Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern
asked bookkeeper Patricia Celardo if
there was any new information regarding the “budget situation,” but
Ms. Celardo said there was nothing
new to report about state aid figures.
The governing body – like its counterparts in other communities in the
region – is waiting for the state to
send official word on levels of municipal aid.
At Monday night’s meeting, Ms.
McGovern reiterated that a series of
meetings have been held with all of
Fanwood’s department heads in an
effort to find ways to save money.
However, with the borough’s budget remaining relatively flat for the
past couple of years, Mayor Mahr has
previously emphasized that “there’s
not a lot of fat” left to cut.
The budget introduced in April
rings up at about $8.5 million, but
Fanwood’s funding from the state is
expected to decline – by some previous estimates as much as 17 percent –
at the same time that the economy
and revenues are down and expenses
are on the increase (gasoline costs,

for example, are at least $14,000 more
than budgeted, officials have said).
Without state aid, under the budget
as introduced, the municipal share of
the tax bill would increase about 29
percent, a figure Mayor Mahr has
labeled “unacceptable.”
At Monday night’s meeting, Mrs.
McGovern said the borough needs
about $374,000 in state aid.
“We still haven’t gotten our full
quota yet, and we’re not sure that we
ever will,” she said.
Aside from municipal aid, the
borough’s also waiting to learn the
fate of its application for “extraordinary” aid – which Fanwood has received in the past few years ($325,000
last year) and must be dedicated to
reducing the local tax burden.
Borough officials said they hope to
have all state aid numbers in by the
middle of July. Then, the board can
begin preparing the introduced budget for a public hearing and adoption.
In the meantime, the governing
body has already approved a resolution authorizing the mail-out of estimated tax bills for the third quarter
(due August 1) in order to ensure
enough revenue to keep the borough
operating.
Following Monday night’s special
meeting, the governing body adjourned into executive session to discuss matters related to the municipal
court; it was not clear if there was a
budget tie-in to those discussions.

because of loopholes and exemptions
granted by state officials, and added
that the average property tax increase
in New Jersey this year “will be well
in excess of 4 percent.”
Three residents spoke during the
public hearing. The mayor told a resident from Rambling Drive who questioned the council about excessive
municipal spending that the governing body had little leeway in adjust-

ing expenditures. Most of this year’s
increase was due to mandated spending increases for health and other
insurance, pension contributions, negotiated contracts and sewerage fees.
The two other residents who spoke
were local Democratic Party officials
— Richard Samuel, the party chairman and a candidate for township
council, and Phil Weiner. Mr. Samuel
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Area Schools Close
Due to Extreme Heat
By KATIE ROGERS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

AREA — As temperatures neared
100 degrees this week, school districts across Union County called for
early dismissals and closures.
In many school districts, such as
Westfield, Berkeley Heights and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, only parts
of the schools are air-conditioned. As
a result, students were let out for half
the school day.
Sally Roland, executive assistant
to the superintendent of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district, said
schools were forced to shut down due
to the extreme heat.
“Most of our schools are not air
conditioned,” Ms. Roland said on Monday. “Only one school is. Right now we
are looking at possible single sessions,
but the decision hasn’t been made.”
She said students must be in school
for at least four hours in order to
count for a legal, instructional day of
school. Therefore, if students complete half days in the hot classrooms,
they will not have to make up days at
the end of the year.
Judy Rattner, superintendent of the
Berkeley Heights school district, said
her schools followed suit with half
days on both Monday and Tuesday.
“Parts of the middle school and
high school are air-conditioned,” Ms.
Rattner said. “But there wasn’t enough
air-conditioned space for us to circulate the classes.”
The Westfield school district stayed
open for a full day on Monday, and a

half-day on Tuesday, according to
Lorre Korecky, coordinator of school
community relations.
Westfield schools had already
reached the limit of allowable days
off and had set their final school day
for Thursday, June 19, which will
have a four-hour session and graduation to follow at 6 p.m.
“The kids were encouraged to drink
water and stay hydrated,” Ms. Korecky
said. “The blinds were drawn and the
lights were low. A lot of efforts were
made to keep the kids and teachers cool.”
Westfield schools’ concerts were
rescheduled to coincide with cooler
temperatures. The sixth and eighth
grade Choral and Orchestra Concert
originally scheduled for Tuesday
night at Roosevelt Intermediate
School was rescheduled for tonight.
Edison School concerts originally
scheduled for June 11 were moved to
June 12.
For students in the Mountainside
school district, schools did not let out
early, according to Sue Nugent, secretary to the Chief School Administrator. Although, students at
Beechwood and Deerfield Schools
were dismissed Tuesday at 1 p.m. due
to the heat.
“We didn’t have to let out early, our
schools are air-conditioned,” Ms. Nugent
said. “I’m sure the kids are bummed.”
Cranford schools were closed on
Monday and Tuesday due to the heat.
Garwood schools remained open even
though the schools only have some
air conditioning.

Katie Rogers for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

THE HEAT IS ON…Students at Scotch Plains Fanwood High School stand
outside the school after being dismissed early, due to the heat wave.
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Fanwood Council Reviews
Policies on Development
By KATIE ROGERS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BOUNCIN’ BABES...Staying cool by catching the breeze, Leah and Jonah
Strachman, right, of Fanwood enjoy Sunday’s street fair. The Fanwood
preschoolers had the inflated “ride” to themselves, while other families with
children ate, listened to the music or visited the craft tents. The fair was sponsored
by the Fanwood Business and Professional Association.

Muhlenberg Hospital
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

explore different ownership options.
Others simply called for more time
to work out a solution and asked that
the board require Solaris to retain its
license to operate Muhlenberg as an
acute-care facility for one year so that
a comprehensive evaluation of what
health services needed to be maintained could be conducted.
Some were disappointed at what
they perceived as a lack of support
from local political leaders. State
Assemblyman Gerald Green of
Plainfield was attacked. “Why did
Mr. Green not say something to the
public earlier?” asked Chao I-Chen
of Plainfield.
Mary Zink, an active member of
the Plainfield community, said, “We
will not vote for Green, [Governor
Jon] Corzine or [Assemblywoman
Linda] Stender if they do not help us
address this issue. It is polite to say
‘We hear you,’ but we need action.”
“We will make this a political issue,” she concluded.
“Our elected government must be
held accountable for those who voted
them into office,” added Joseph
Barnes of Plainfield.
Word came on Friday after the meeting that department managers at
Muhlenberg were notified that the hospital will continue to operate as an
acute care facility until Friday, June 27,
two weeks more than expected.
Some employees in attendance said

the facility had already been stripped
of many of its abilities to function.
According to staff, residency programs have been discontinued and
key functions transferred to other
hospitals like JFK.
Bill Nagl summed up the position
of many in attendance when he said
that the real issue is “the disparity of
health care between the haves and
have-nots.”
After delivering an account of how
Muhlenberg saved her life when she
went into acute respiratory distress,
Patricia Richards stated to cheers that
she was, “here tonight as a warrior of
the cause to keep this hospital open. We
are minorities here – we need help.”
Calling the meeting to a close,
Board Chairman Donlen called the
audience a “spirited group” and the
situation a “very painful thing.” She
said the next step was for a public
voting session to be called, at which
Solaris will formally present its application to close Muhlenberg as an
acute-care facility.
“I have no idea,” she said, when
asked what the board may recommend to Commissioner Heather
Howard, who will make the final determination on the fate of Muhlenberg.
“Don’t leave us,” said Flor
Gonzalez in a final plea.
Many vowed to fight on as long as
there is a chance to save the hospital.
The decision will be made in Trenton.

Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COOL IN THE SHADE...With temperatures in the 90s for the Fanwood Street
Fair, people grabbed any shade they could find to cool down. The fair, held
Sunday, is sponsored by the Fanwood Business and Professional Association.

Zoning Bd. OKs Three
Applications at Meeting
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township zoning board of adjustment last
week approved three applications and
put off action on two others until next
month.
Susan and Brian Lewand received a
variance to allow construction of an
addition to their home at 1922 Parkwood
Drive. A setback requirement of 25 feet
was waived for the addition, which will
be situated 17 feet from the property
line. Mark and Bonnie Cimring also
received a variance allowing them to
construct an addition, including a front
porch, to their home at 1597 Ramapo
Way. The front setback will be about 31
feet vs. the required 40 feet set forth in
the local zoning ordinance.
Michael Criscitiello of 141 Glenside
Avenue received a variance to permit
the construction of a 192-square foot
shed that will be mostly situated in his
front yard. Local zoning requirements
are for secondary buildings to be situated to the rear of the front setback
building line.
At its July 10 meeting, the board will
continue hearings on two other applications. Penni Jade Green was seeking
side yard and rear yard setback variances to allow the construction of a
sunroom and deck at 1195 Washington

Avenue, but some issues regarding property lines, particularly as they relate to
adjacent Kramer Manor Park.
Ms. Green was asked to re-do her site
plans so the board can consider them
next month.
The board next month will also hear
from representatives of Westfield Hall
about why a certain type of fence was
installed at the group’s house of worship at 2265 South Avenue. In November 2006, the board approved the group’s
application to convert the building that
housed the Friendly’s restaurant on
South Avenue into a house of worship.
Included in that approval was a
stipulation that a board-on-board
fence would be installed at the rear of
the property along the railroad tracks.
Last week, Westfield Hall requested
an amendment to their site plan to
allow the ex post facto installation of
a metal picket fence instead of the
previously approved type of fence.
The installed fence’s height may
also conflict with local zoning ordinances governing fence heights along
front and side yards, officials said.
The board will need to determine if
the new fence should be considered
to be situated along the front of the
property, since the building’s main
entrance is at the rear, or the side of
the property.

FANWOOD – With an audience of
nearly 25 people Tuesday, the
Fanwood Borough Council addressed
its ongoing plans to redevelop the
borough’s downtown area, in hopes
of bringing economic vitality to
Fanwood.
Mayor Colleen Mahr announced
that the Fanwood Mews received its
certificate of occupancy this week
and congratulated owner Helen Ling
on all eight of her apartments being
filled. After visiting the apartment
complex, Mrs. Mahr said she was
very impressed at the outcome of the
apartments, which she described as
“state-of-the-art.”
“This is a display of the success
that is starting to take seed in
Fanwood,” the mayor said.
Currently, professional offices are
not permitted to occupy the first floor
of any of the new buildings in downtown Fanwood.
Mrs. Ling spoke out against this
policy during the public portion of
the meeting. She said she believes
this space should be open to any type
of business occupancy, be it consumer
or professional.
“Putting professional offices on the
first floor will not decrease the traffic, but will increase it,” Mrs. Ling
said. “It will make our downtown
more complete and comparable to
other downtowns. In this economy,
we need to open our arms to all businesses in Fanwood – it will only help
us.”
Stan Slack, consultant on the
Fanwood downtown redevelopment
plan, agreed with Mrs. Ling’s proposal. Mr. Slack explained that, currently, a professional office could
occupy 25 percent of each building

between South Avenue and Second
Street; however, this office may not
be located on the first floor.
“The comments you heard from
the public are on point,” he said. “We
can get in higher quality from nonresidential usage on the first floor.”
Mr. Slack also said the height initially proposed for each of the buildings, which were supposed to be twoand-a-half stories each, or 35 feet,
may have to be extended to 40 feet to
reach a full three stories.
“The two-and-a-half-story standard
does not fully recognize the fact that
it is truly a three-story structure,” he
said. “It may have to be changed to
recognize this reality.”
These considerations apply to the
area along Second Street. Some residents encouraged the council to embrace the alterations being made to
the project, and to vote in favor of
them.
However, Greg Cummings, planning board chairman, expressed a different opinion. He supported staying
true to the project’s original regulations.
“It would be premature to alter the
plan,” Mr. Cummings said.
Approvals for the downtown redevelopment plan will be discussed at
the next council meeting.
In other business, Councilman
David Valian presented Fanwood resident Bud Colombo, of the Shade Tree
Commission, with the Volunteer of
the Month Award. Mr. Colombo has
been a Fanwood resident for 53 years.
The council also unanimously voted
in support of efforts to save
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in Plainfield.
Additionally, the council announced future plans to have a borough-wide tree count.

Scotch Plains Council
Approves $24.6 Mil. Budget
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

said that problems at the state level
“shouldn’t mask excessive taxation
in town.” He noted that fees paid to
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) are slated to increase
greatly in 2009. He suggested researching “creative ways” to lessen
that increase, such as spending “a
couple of million dollars” for a feasibility study of re-routing some of the
sewer flows to the Plainfield Area
Regional Sewerage Authority.
Ms. Coronato said it was important
that the township maintain a “healthy
reserve” for future years, and added
that Mr. Samuel’s multi-million sewerage proposal would “put us in a
jeopardizing position.”
As he did last year, Councilman
Kevin Glover, who is running for
mayor this year, voted against the
budget. He said that in a time when
the economy is struggling, that “this
is not the time to be raising taxes.” He
said he favored more aggressive use
of revenues and the township’s surplus to avoid any tax increase at all
this year.
Mr. Strauss, terming it a “good,
tight budget,” said the spending plan
provided township officials with the
“greatest flexibility and protection.”
He called Mr. Glover’s proposal for a

zero-tax increase “reckless,” and
noted that the zero-tax increase passed
by the council in 2000 created an 18point tax increase three years later.
Mayor Marks called Mr. Glover’s
zero-tax rate proposal “outlandish”
and “reckless.” He asked Township
Manager Thomas Atkins what would
happen in 2009, if the council had
accepted Mr. Glover’s plan, and Mr.
Atkins said there would be less money
and a higher tax rate next year. The
mayor said he felt the council was
being “too aggressive” in its revenue
anticipations this year, and was concerned about the township’s ability to
regenerate enough surplus for use in
2009.
Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool, who
will face Mr. Glover in this year’s
mayoral race, said township officials
would look at a “tremendous increase”
in taxes next year if this year’s tax rate
were lowered any further. She said, as
of now, next year’s tax rate will be 17
points before any spending or revenue details are examined. “If there
was a possibility [for a lower tax-rate
plan] that was responsible, we’d lower
it,” she said. But, with further mandated spending increases slated for
2009, “we’ve lowered it as low as we
can without jeopardizing next year.”

Garwood Approves Pay
Cuts for Mayor, Council
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood Borough Council proposed more than
$100,000 in changes to the 2008 municipal budget on Tuesday, including
the approval of pay reductions for the
mayor and council.
The pay cut, which takes effect on
July 1, trims $5,150 from the 2008
budget.
The mayor’s salary will be cut from
$2,400 to $1,800. Council members
will make $1,500, down from $2,000,
according to Councilman Anthony
Sytko.
“That was something I pushed for,
and we were able to come to an agreement on with the finance committee,”
Mr. Sytko said.
Council President KathleenVillaggio
recommended additional changes to
the municipal budget through a combination of reductions and anticipated
revenue. These include decreasing the
amount of money set aside for seasonal
public works employees by $5,000,

raising the percent of funding reserved
for uncollected taxes from 97.26 to
97.75 percent and higher anticipated
revenue from the municipal library and
sewer charges.
In addition, Ms. Villaggio said the
borough received word that its Consolidated Municipal Property Tax Relieve Aid (CMPTRA) will be partially
restored in the amount of $154,933.
“We have been officially notified by
the state that we can include this amount
in our 2008 budget,” Ms. Villaggio
said.
Including the CMPTRA money and
the proposed reductions, the borough’s
budget would decrease by $259,583.
Ms. Villaggio said this would lower the
budget’s tax impact from an average
municipal tax increase of $518 to $378
per house assessed at $100,000. The
council is also awaiting word on additional state aid, which could result in
further tax decreases.
The borough’s budget will not be
finalized until the state’s budget is approved by the State Legislature in July.

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save up to 25%. Call me today.

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies to most major
coverages.Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate
Insurance Company.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Tuesday, May 27, a teenager returning to his home in the 700 block of
Clark Street heard noises inside the
house and subsequently discovered a
flat screen television had been removed
from a downstairs home entertainment
center and was left lying on the floor.
Police responded to the scene, along
with the Union County Sheriff’s Office
K-9 Unit, to check the residence. No
one was seen in the vicinity of the home
and nothing was reported missing, according to police. The incident remains
under investigation.
Friday, June 6, Evan Fernandez, 19,
and Michael Downer, 18, both of
Westfield, were arrested during a motor vehicle stop on the 500 block of
Kimball Avenue. Each was charged with
possession with intent to distribute less
than 50 grams of marijuana, possession
of drug paraphernalia and underage
possession of alcohol. Both men were
processed at Westfield police headquarters, issued summonses and released
pending a court appearance.
Friday, June 6, Omar Harris, 39, of
Linden was arrested at Plainfield police headquarters on an outstanding
criminal warrant from Westfield. He
was committed to the Union County
jail in lieu of $578 bail.
Saturday, June 7, Eric Diaz, 30, of
Belford was arrested at Westfield police headquarters on outstanding motor
vehicle warrants from Clark and
Middletown. Bail amounts on the warrants were $120 and $228, respectively.
Diaz was released after posting bail.
Sunday, June 8, a resident of the 500
block of South Chestnut Street reported
the theft of $60 in cash plus three credit/
debit cards from her purse while it was
left unattended in an unsecured room at
a local church.
Scotch Plains
Tuesday, June 3, Ashlee Christmas,
19, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged for an outstanding warrant after being stopped for a motor vehicle
violation. She was transported to headquarters where she was processed and
released after posting bail, police said.
Wednesday, June 4, a resident reported that someone removed gift cards
from her purse.
Wednesday, June 4, a student at the
Union County Magnet School reported
that someone removed her Ipod valued
at $300 from the treadmill at the gym.
Wednesday, June 4, Paul Longson,
18, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana.
According to police, he was stopped for
a motor vehicle violation and officers
discovered the marijuana. He was transported to headquarters where he was
processed and released after posting
bail, police said.
Thursday, June 5, Christian Lalau,
18, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with distribution of marijuana
in a park. According to police, officers
responded to a report of narcotics activity at Haven Avenue Park at which time
they said they observed Lalau selling
marijuana. He was transported to headquarters where he was processed and
released after posting bail, police said.
Thursday, June 5, Mandel Sly, 19, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
for resisting arrest. According to police,
officers responded to a report of an individual driving a car without the owner’s
consent. After being stopped by police,
Sly attempted to run, authorities said.
He was transported to headquarters
where he was processed and released
after posting bail, police said.
Fanwood
Friday, June 6, Shakirah Griffin, 30,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding Scotch Plains warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. According to police, she was processed and released.
Friday June 6, at 3:30 a.m. a Patterson
Road resident reported that someone
attempted to gain entry to his home
through breaking a window but fled

BY KATIE ROGERS

GIFTS TO EDUCATION…Scotch Plains-Fanwood media specialists and members of the Fanwood Clean Community Committee display educational tools
purchased through the committee. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row,
Carla Herniter, Terene Labrecque and Erica Moon; second row, Barbara
Madurski, Linda Talcott, Terry Keller, Eileen Raszka, Eunice Ellard and Bob
McCarthy, and top row, Dean Talcott and Clint Dicksen. Mr. and Mrs. Talcott,
Mr. McCarthy and Mr. Dicksen are committee members.

when the victim arrived at the scene of
the break-in. According to police, the
incident is under investigation.
Friday, June 6, a bank on North Avenue reported that someone cashed
fraudulent checks in April in the amount
of $955 and $975. According to police,
the suspect has been identified and
charges are pending.
Saturday, June 7, a 17-year old
Plainfield juvenile was arrested in the
500 block of North Avenue for shoplifting. According to police, he was also
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS). He was
processed and released to a responsible
adult pending a court date in Elizabeth
Family Court, police said.
Saturday, June 7, a resident of
Chetwood Terrace reported that someone entered his home and removed two
sets of car keys. According to police,
two vehicles, a 2009 Toyota and a 1999
Mercury were stolen from the driveway. The vehicles were recovered the
next day in Plainfield, police said.
Saturday, June 7, Jennifer L. Hopkins,
26, of Willingboro was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Edgewater
Township after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road. According to police, she
posted bail and was released.
Sunday, June 8, Daniel C. Smith, 20,
of Martinsville a passenger in a vehicle,
was arrested for multiple Monroe Township warrants after a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue. Tracy A. Getchis, 26,
the driver of the vehicle was arrested
for an outstanding Trenton warrant.
Getchis was also charged with possession of CDS paraphernalia. According
to police, both individuals posted bail
and were released.
Monday, June 9 Regina K.
Jonesbooker, 42, of Sicklerville was
arrested for an outstanding warrant out
of Maywood after a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road. According to police,
she posted bail and was released.
Tuesday, June 10, Kelly A. McGrath,
27, of Linden was arrested for an outstanding Linden warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. According
to police, she posted bail and was released.
Garwood
Tuesday, June 3, Maria Sosa, 51, of
Perth Amboy was arrested on South
Avenue just past the Westfield line and
charged with driving under the influence and for driving with a suspended
license. She was also charged with having an open alcohol container in a vehicle and an obstruction on her windshield view, police said.
She was taken to police headquarters
where police said she failed a breath test.
Sosa was released to a family member
pending a June 9 municipal court date.
Tuesday, June 3, Jose Arroyo, 44, of
Roselle was arrested in the 100 block of
North Avenue and charged with possession of a controlled dangerous substance,
suspected to be marijuana, and possession of drug paraphernalia. He was released pending a June 9 court date.
Thursday, June 5, Steven Reilly, 38,
of Cranford was arrested at the
Garwood Mall and charged with possession of a controlled dangerous substance determined to be marijuana and
drug paraphernalia, a brass pipe. Police responded to the scene on a suspicious person call.
Reilly was also charged with an active traffic warrant out of Morristown.
He was released after posting bail
pending a Garwood Municipal Court
hearing.
Monday, June 9, Noelle Bradbury,
37, of Union was arrested in the 400
block of North Avenue and charged
with driving under the influence of alcohol, having an open alcohol container in a motor vehicle and possession of drug paraphernalia.
She was transported to police headquarters where she failed a breath test,
police said. Bradbury was later released
pending a municipal court date.

WF Diner Waitress
Arrested in Fraud Case
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

NELSON C. ESPELAND,
LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

TICK TOCK...Richard Edge (left) and Jack Gordin inspect parts for restoring
the clock from the 1930s that hangs at the corner of Elm and East Broad Street
in downtown Westfield.

CRANFORD — Cranford resident
John Polo Jr., 38, pleaded guilty on
Monday to four cases of fraud and identity theft, according to Assistant Prosecutor for Union County Ann Rubin.
The investigation into the thefts
began in October of 2007, when two
customers from the Westfield Diner
reported there were fraudulent purchases made on their credit cards
from P.C. solutions, Polo Jr.’s business. It was later discovered that
Denise Tortorello, a waitress at the
diner, was Polo Jr.’s accomplice.
According to Ms. Rubin, Tortorello
admitted to copying down the customers’ credit card numbers and giving
them to Polo Jr., who would then make

purchases from his own company and
pay himself.
Polo Jr.’s second partner was
Samuel Jacobs, a patient transporter
at St. Joseph’s hospital in Paterson,
the assistant prosecutor said. She said
Jacobs aided Polo Jr. in obtaining the
personal information of several hospital patients, enabling Polo Jr. to
steal more than $52,000 from E-Trade
in five months time.
Ms. Rubin said Tortorello pled
guilty to two counts of credit card
fraud and was sentenced to 18 months
in state prison, while Jacobs pled
guilty to third-degree trafficking in
personal identifying information and
faces two years probation. Polo Jr.’s
sentencing is scheduled for Friday,
August 8.
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Scotch Plains Primary Election Results, June 3, 2008
United States Senator
DEM

Dist
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

DEM

DEM

GOP

House of Representatives
GOP

GOP

DEM

GOP

GOP

GOP

GOP

GOP

Union County Freeholders (3)
GOP

GOP

DEM

DEM

DEM

DEM

DEM

Union County Freeholders (3)
DEM

DEM

GOP

GOP

GOP

GOP

GOP

SP Mayor
GOP

DEM

GOP

SP Council
DEM

GOP

Reg# Count Andrews Lautenberg Cresitello Sabrin Pennach Zimmer Stender Young Hatfield Amar Marks Lance Roughneen Whitman Estrada Proctor Ward Southward Cedeno Abitanto Burgos Nowak Makrogian Payer Yakubov Russitano Franchino Glover Malool Samuel DePaola
802 110
27
62
3
3
10
1
77
2
2
0
11
0
0
0
66
66
64
6
2
4
4
3
4
3
8
7
8
80
7
75
8
609
80
11
45
3
2
8
4
51
3
7
0
4
0
1
1
48
45
46
2
2
4
0
3
3
4
9
9
10
47
9
49
11
655
54
7
16
1
4
15
7
24
1
5
0
18
0
2
3
22
21
19
1
2
3
2
5
4
3
15
15
16
22
24
22
22
592
79
11
18
0
8
19
17
22
6
7
0
23
3
6
2
20
16
19
3
3
5
2
13
14
11
20
22
21
24
32
22
34
678
92
13
25
0
9
22
14
32
2
5
1
35
3
1
4
32
31
33
1
2
2
1
5
9
6
24
25
23
32
36
34
33
464
60
13
13
0
3
12
13
21
3
8
0
16
2
2
0
16
15
16
0
3
1
4
5
5
3
20
22
21
17
24
18
25
545
45
7
10
1
2
10
9
15
1
3
0
18
4
1
0
10
11
12
4
3
3
0
3
3
3
12
12
12
15
16
15
15
904 123
23
41
0
7
16
20
58
4
5
0
29
8
2
5
55
54
54
53
3
3
0
10
9
11
23
25
23
55
39
54
35
624
78
6
36
3
4
17
6
37
1
5
1
15
2
3
1
32
35
33
5
5
6
0
4
3
3
15
16
18
34
21
36
23
555 114
21
39
3
5
22
16
52
2
7
0
29
5
1
3
51
52
54
2
0
0
0
10
9
8
22
23
24
53
38
54
35
551
64
9
17
1
6
10
18
23
2
3
0
27
3
0
1
18
18
18
3
3
5
0
4
7
7
21
20
19
18
28
19
23
609
74
15
26
3
3
15
7
36
5
3
0
19
0
1
0
33
33
34
3
3
3
1
7
8
7
17
21
19
32
23
32
24
593
79
19
23
3
6
13
12
42
5
5
0
21
0
0
1
32
34
36
4
4
5
2
9
6
9
16
17
15
35
26
34
25
554
87
9
23
3
4
17
26
31
1
6
1
30
6
2
4
28
31
28
4
3
1
1
9
7
5
31
34
29
29
41
29
42
650
98
18
26
3
5
23
15
40
2
9
0
33
4
0
2
35
32
31
3
3
4
2
6
7
9
33
34
31
34
38
34
40
788
69
12
23
2
7
13
7
32
1
7
0
13
1
2
5
27
29
28
2
1
3
2
7
8
8
15
15
16
26
23
26
23
1196 143
23
46
4
8
27
24
60
4
10
0
43
8
0
4
45
45
43
4
4
6
0
10
8
10
33
38
34
52
52
52
50
593
85
11
27
1
5
14
23
37
1
5
0
23
8
3
5
30
31
32
0
0
1
2
6
7
6
32
30
30
32
38
32
39
749
96
13
39
2
5
16
15
46
0
3
0
27
4
1
3
39
42
39
5
3
5
2
6
7
6
20
19
21
43
29
47
26
929 102
12
31
1
3
31
23
35
2
13
0
30
7
1
1
30
31
32
2
3
2
2
4
5
1
40
42
43
31
48
31
45
602
36
7
14
3
5
6
1
17
6
2
0
2
2
0
0
16
17
18
2
1
3
0
7
6
7
3
3
4
17
8
19
7
444 126
16
48
1
12
24
22
52
5
16
0
27
8
0
1
49
49
47
3
3
4
0
15
14
13
32
33
33
48
44
49
42

Total 14686 1894

303

648

41

116

360

300

Garwood Primary
Election Results
Garwood Democrat
Office

Candidates

US Sen.

Andrews

Dist. 1 Dist. 2 Dist. 3 Dist. 4 Total
4

27

9

1

41

US Sen.

Lautenberg

10

24

19

9

62

US Sen.

Cresitello

1

3

0

0

4

US Rep.

Stender

14

40

25

10

89

Freeholder

Estrada

13

35

23

10

81

Freeholder

Proctor

11

38

24

10

83

Freeholder

Ward

13

41

19

9

82

Freeholder

Southward

0

10

2

0

12

Freeholder

Cedeno

1

7

3

0

11

Freeholder

Abitanto

2

7

2

1

12

Freeholder

Burgos

1

2

1

0

4

Council

Linken

14

44

24

10

92

Council

Petruzzelli

15

49

27

10

101

Garwood Republican
Office

Candidates

Dist. 1 Dist. 2 Dist. 3 Dist. 4 Total

US Sen.

Sabrin

5

7

2

2

16

US Sen.

Pennacchio

14

12

12

8

46

US Sen.

Zimmer

4

6

5

1

16

US Rep.

Young

4

4

1

1

10

US Rep.

Hatfield

9

14

10

7

40

US Rep.

Amar

0

1

0

0

1

US Rep.

Marks

1

2

2

2

7

US Rep.

Lance

0

1

2

0

3

US Rep.

Roughneen

2

3

4

1

10

US Rep.

Whitman

4

2

0

1

7

Freeholder

Nowak

2

5

3

2

12

Freeholder

Makrogiannis

4

5

2

0

11

Freeholder

Payer

2

6

2

1

11

Freeholder

Yakubov

14

20

13

7

54

Freeholder

Russitano

14

20

14

9

57

Freeholder

Franchino

15

18

14

8

55

Council

Hak

17

21

15

9

62

Council

Quattrocchi

18

22

15

10

65

840

59

136

3

493

78

29

46

734

738

736

112

56

73

27

151

153

143

461

482

470

776

644

783

627

Mountainside Primary
Election Results
Mountainside
Dist. 1 Dist. 2 Dist. 3 Dist. 4 Dist. 5 Dist. 6 Dist. 7 Dist. 8 Dist. 9 Totals
Registered
4631
58
58
67
68
89
54
76
51
56
12.5%
Democrats
US Sen.
Andrews
1
7
11
4
15
6
13
9
7
73
Lautenberg
18
11
11
19
18
11
13
7
7
115
Cresitello
1
1
1
0
0
0
1
1
0
5
US Rep.
Stender
17
17
20
19
23
11
18
14
9
148
Freeholder Estrada
15
16
18
18
18
7
13
9
7
121
Proctor
14
17
19
18
19
6
13
8
6
120
Ward
13
16
18
18
20
9
16
8
6
124
Southward
3
2
2
2
4
3
3
1
4
24
Cedeno
3
1
3
4
3
4
3
1
3
25
Abitanto
3
2
3
4
5
4
5
1
3
30
Burgos
0
0
0
2
0
1
2
0
1
6
Republicans
US Sen.
Sabrin
2
3
9
9
13
4
3
5
3
51
Pennacchio
16
13
15
21
24
21
21
14
16
161
Zimmer
15
20
18
9
11
7
19
12
17
128
US Rep.
Young
1
2
6
4
3
4
2
2
5
29
Hatfield
13
13
10
13
13
7
16
6
14
105
Amar
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
1
Marks
6
3
8
6
2
9
9
3
3
49
Lance
10
10
6
5
6
1
6
7
13
64
Roughneen
2
5
9
6
17
8
7
6
1
61
Whitman
6
6
3
5
8
7
4
5
3
47
2
3
10
15
10
6
6
6
4
62
Freeholder Nowak
Makrogiannis
2
3
10
15
8
5
4
5
6
58

Council

Payer
Yakubov
Russitano
Franchino
Turner
Mirabelli

3
20
18
20
20
16

4
25
23
22
26
28

10
23
24
25
32
35

13
20
19
21
27
30

9
26
29
28
41
37

6
22
22
22
28
29

5
28
30
29
33
33

5
19
19
18
21
22

3
29
27
29
33
33

58
212
211
214
261
263

A LIFESAVER…Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich explains Project Lifesaver to seniors at Runnells Specialized Hospital during a visit. The program helps
individuals with autism, Alzheimer’s Disease or other debilitating disorders by
outfitting them with a watch-sized transmitter that can be tracked by the Sheriff’s
Search and Rescue Unit if the individual is reported missing or lost. County
corrections officers and sheriff’s officers will play each other in the first-ever
Freeholder’s Charitable Cup softball game on Saturday, June 21, 1 p.m. at
Warinanco Park in Elizabeth as a fundraiser for the Lifesaver program. Tickets are
$10 and can be purchased by calling Undersheriff Gerald Green at (908) 527-4450.

Dr. Drew Harris Appointed
New NJABR President
UNION — The New Jersey Association for Biomedical Research
(NJABR) has appointed Drew Harris
of Westfield as its new president. In
this position, Dr. Harris will serve as
the chief executive officer of the statewide association, headquartered in
Union. He will oversee the administration of NJABR, educational outreach and advocacy programming,
and membership services and serve
as NJABR’s spokesperson.
“Dr. Harris is an outstanding choice
for the position of president,” said
Michael Kastello, chairman of
NJABR’s board of directors and the
succession committee.
Dr. Harris will assume his duties
on Saturday, July 7.

Drew Harris

This is how we see inoperable tumors.
The Westfield Memorial Library
presents the Documentary Film

The CyberKnife. Painless, non-invasive, highly accurate.
The CyberKnife has revolutionized the way we treat tumors in patients.
Using advanced robotics and sophisticated image guidance, we can
more accurately target inoperable tumors with higher doses of radiation.
For many, it offers a hopeful option without the incisions or pain of
surgery. As the first hospital in the northeast to have the CyberKnife,
Overlook adds the benefit of experience to a technology that’s truly
remarkable. Faster recoveries, fewer complications and better quality
of life mean getting you back on target.
For a referral to an oncologist call 866-413-2786. For more information
or to sign up for a free, personalized e-newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.

The Camden 28
Directed by Anthony Giacchino

Wednesday, June 18 7:00 pm
How far would you go to stop a war? In summer
1971, protests against the Vietnam war are spreading
across America. In Camden, New Jersey, a group of
28 activists, mostly conscientious objectors from the
Catholic left, plan to break into a local draft board office and destroy records. But little do they know that
a mole has infiltrated their operation, and within
hours of beginning their mission, they are rounded up
and arrested by the FBI, under the personal authority
of J. Edgar Hoover.
This event is a collaboration with P.O.V., PBS’s
award-winning nonfiction film series.
http://www.pbs.org/pov/

Program open to all Westfield Memorial Library
and MURAL card holders. Register at the Circulation
Desk or call 908.789.4090 X 4140.
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ
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Fanwood Primary
Election Results
Fanwood
Registered
Voting
Turnout
D-US Sen.
Andrews
Lautenberg
Cresitello
Writein
D-US Rep.
Stender
Writein
D-Freeholder (3)
Estrada
Proctor
Ward
Southward
Cedemp
Abtanto
Burgos
Writein
D-Council (2)
Wheeler
Huegel
Writein
R-US Sen.
Sabrin
Pennacchio
Zimmer
R-US Rep.
Young
Hatfield
Amar
Marks
Lance
Roughneen
Whitman
Writein
R-Freeholder (3)
Nowak
Makrogiannis
Payer
Yakubov
Russitano
Franchino
Writein
R-Council (2)
Stroz
Manduca
Writein

Westfield Primary
Election Results

Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Dist.
Total
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
625
482
870
674
657
727
773
4808
72
70
145
85
87
106
109
674
11.5% 14.5% 16.7% 12.6% 13.2% 14.6% 14.1% 14.0%
11
28
1
0
35
0
31
31
32
33
2
1
0
0
35
34

6
14
9
5
7
1
11
1
3
3

7
7
8
19
19
18
0
20
21

14
17
2

25
62
4
0

16
35
2

15
29
1
0

15
24
3
0

15
32
5
0

111
227
18
0

82
0

47
0

37
0

37
0

46
1

313
1

71
72
69
8
5
7
1
0

41
40
40
2
3
3
1
0

34
34
33
2
2
3
1
0

34
35
33
3
2
3
3
0

38
35
38
2
2
4
2
0

272
271
269
54
20
25
10
0

75
74

45
44
0

36
35

36
35

38
38

291
285

7
13
17
0
3
8
0
10
7
1
7
0
0
14
14
13
18
19
17
0

13
25
12
0
5
19
1
13
8
2
4
0

3
11
13
0
0
7
0
15
4
0
2
0

3
25
8

6
28
19

5
27
14

43
143
92

2
16
0
11
6
0
4
0

6
19
2
21
6
0
8
0

3
8
1
25
9
2
5
0

24
84
5
106
41
8
33
0

8
7
10
33
38
35
0

7
8
7
18
18
18
0

3
3
5
21
25
21
0

10
10
12
34
36
36
0

6
6
6
34
37
34
0

55
55
61
177
192
179
0

26
26
2

38
39
0

24
22

28
28
0

47
44
0

41
39
0

224
219
2

0
29
0
0
23
24
24
4
4
4
2
0
0
26
25
0

SP County GOP Committee Representatives
Elected as Union County Republican
committee members are: male representatives, Thurman Simmons, William
McClintock, Richard Duthie, Robert
Johnston, Daniel Sullivan, Mauro Checchio,
Jim Halpin, James Fawcett, William
Donoch, Theodore Spera, Paul Malool, Joel
Horowitz, Marc Ginsberg, Gabe Spera,
James Pate, Steve Steinbergher, Andrew
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Coronato, and John Neilson.
Elected as female representatives are:
Ruby Simmons, Carolyn Surge, Karen
Steele Elizabeth Mangan, Sally Johnston,
Darlene Doyle, Portia Checchio, Joan
Papen, Torbjorg Donoch, Nancy Malool,
Mary DePaola, Alice Agran, Linda De
Nichilo, Deborah Speth, Nicole Gentile,
Paulette Coronato, and Sandra Neilson.

TOUGH ON CRIME...Union County Prosecutor Theodore Romankow (right) is
congratulated by U.S. Attorney Christopher Christie (left) after being named
‘Prosecutor of the Year’ by the New Jersey Narcotic Enforcement Officers
Association (NJNEOA). The award, presented for the first time, was made at the
association’s 39th annual conference on June 5, in Atlantic City. NJNEOA’s First
Vice President, Det. Martin Lynch (center), presented the award.

Republicans Call for New,
Innovative Budget Proposal
By Tom Kean, Jr., Senate Republican
Leader, and Alex DeCroce, Assembly
Republican Leader

New Jersey’s budget is burning and
our economy is rapidly cooling. Still
Governor Jon Corzine continues to
fiddle the familiar tune of raising
taxes and reducing services as the
way to extinguish the flames. What
are really getting burned are the pockets of the state’s taxpayers.
Republican legislators recognize
that a struggling economy and a fiscal crisis are the components of a
perfect storm that will cripple our
state. While the Democratic leadership quarrels over how to solve this
dilemma, the Assembly and Senate
Republicans have unveiled a practical and comprehensive solution to
our immediate budget problem and
our long-term financial ills. It requires the state to live within its
means and will make the Garden
State a desirable place to live and
work.
Our plan identifies over $1.3 billion in savings that can be used to
help taxpayers and their families. Instead of fully evaluating the merits of
the Republican proposal, Governor
Corzine immediately characterized
the plan as “make-believe math.” He
called it “gimmickry” and “trickery.”
This was only hours after the plan

was released.
Reacting to those absurd assertions,
an Asbury Park Press editorial recently countered, “The proposal is
nothing of the kind. It is specific,
achievable and grounded in common
sense – something sorely missing
from Corzine’s $32.9 billion spending plan.” It also called the plan “responsible, well-reasoned and in tune
with what taxpayers have been clamoring for.”
Our common sense plan is a refreshing alternative to the stale ideas
that have come out of Trenton for too
long. Our program not only addresses
the near-term problems facing the
state, but also identifies structural
changes that will give voters more of
a say in the way government spends
their money.
There is no deception here, only a
strategy for moving forward that does
not just plug up fiscal holes for one
year and then try to figure out how to
stop the leaking again the following
year.
One thing is for sure – the status
quo is not working. Republicans are
ready to act. Now we need the Governor and our colleagues in the Legislature to give the plan serious consideration. We need your help to let Trenton know that change is needed now,
not sometime in the future.

7th District Delegates to GOP National Convention, Congressional
Dist. 7, Constitutional Republicans
Protecting the Liberty Platform, 127;
Regular Organization Republican of
Union County, 726.
U.S. Sen., Dem., Robert Andrews,
302, Frank Lautenberg, 746; Rep.,
Joseph Pennacchio, 458, Donald
Cresitello, 27, Dick Zimmer, 429,
Murray Sabrin, 108.
Cong., Dist. 7, Dem., Linda Stender,
905; Rep. Darren Young, 52, Kelly
Hatfield, 327, Martin Marks, 184,
Leonard Lance, 216, Tom Roughneen,
72, A.D. Amar, 10, Kate Whitman,
177.
Freeholder (3), Dem., Nancy Ward,
777, Rick Proctor, 756, Angel Estrada,
751, Marlene Abitanto, 117, Carlos
Cedeno, 105, Carmen Southward,
100, Armando Burgos, 49; Rep., Joseph Franchino, 685, John Russitano,
680, MichaelYakubov, 643, Krzysztof
Nowak, 166, Dolores Makrogiannis,
161, Jeffrey Payer, 160.
GOP County Committee, male;
Ward 1, Dist. 1, no petition filed;
Dist. 2, Francis Smith, 30, Peter
Echausse, 30; Dist. 3, Jeffrey
Scheininger, 19; Dist. 4, Robert Stahl,
38; Dist. 5, Jon Bramnick, 47; Dist. 6,
no petition filed, Mike Lapolla, 1;
Dist. 7, Sal Caruana, 28.
Ward 2, Dist. 1, Richard Elbert, 22;
Dist. 2, Daniel Connolly, 30; Dist. 3,
Aderito Monteiro, 26; Dist. 4, Alan
DeRose, 46; Dist. 5, Robert Cockren,
60; Dist. 6, Matthew Albano, 28.
Ward 3, Dist. 1, David Sunseri, 7;
Dist. 2, William West, 11; Dist. 3,
William Palatucci, 21; Dist. 4, Francis
Dougert, 40; Dist. 5, Oliver Kirna,
26; Dist. 6, Andrew Skibitsky, 38;
Dist. 7, Mark Ciarrocca, 41.
Ward 4, Dist. 1, Arthur Pecoraro,
Jr., 35; Dist. 2, James M. Foerst, 46;

Dist. 3, Warren Victor, 32; Dist. 4,
Jeff Gruman, 26; and Dist. 5, Michael
E. Panagos, 29.
GOP County Comm., female; Dist.
1, Melissa Bakunas, 22; Dist. 2, Gail
Smith, 33, Beth Ripperger, 1; Dist. 3,
Jacqueline Lygate, 19; Dist. 4, Mary
Pisula Stewart, 37; Dist. 5, Patricia
Bramnick, 47; Dist. 6, Christine
Nugent, 15; Dist. 7, Deborah Burslem,
26.
Ward 2, Dist. 1, Holly Grom, 22;
Dist. 2, no petition filed; Dist. 3,
Kathy Monteiro, 26; Dist. 4, Vicki
Kimmins, 48; Dist. 5, JoAnn Neylan,
68; Dist. 6, Karen Masciale, 22; District 1, Janice Sampson, 7; Dist. 2, no
petition filed; Dist. 3, Laura Palatucci,
18; Dist. 4, Irene Dougert, 40.
Ward 3, Dist. 5, Karen
Trzesniowski, 29; Dist. 6, Deborah
Skibitsky, 33; Susan Sullivan, 1; District 7, Darielle Walsh, 38.
Ward 4, Dist. 1, Angela Pecoraro,
34; Dist. 2, Joyce Delpopolo, 40;
Dist. 3, Cathy Loughlin, 34; Dist. 4,
Karen Gruman, 26; Dist. 5, Dona
Panagos, 28.

Party Delegate Note
On alternating years, the Republicans and Democrats elect their delegates from towns to the county organization for two-year terms. This year,
the Republicans elected their delegates.

Bio-Blitz Brings Out
The Inner Naturalist
HILLSIDE – Union County’s
fourth annual Bio Blitz will be held
this weekend, Friday and Saturday,
June 13 and 14, at Elizabeth River
Parkway. The wildlife survey and
programs run from 5 to 11 p.m. on
Friday, on Kean University’s East
Campus, off North and Irvington
Avenues in Hillside, and continue on
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
During the event, attendees can
meet scientists and field experts from
the metropolitan area and enjoy the
exhibits and discussions about the
discoveries along the banks of the
river in Hillside, Union and Elizabeth. For more information, call the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal at (908)
527-4900, or visit ucnj.org/parks/
bioblitz.html.

Clarification
Election results posted June 3 on
the Middlesex County website for
the 7th Congressional District Republican Primary election were incomplete as of press deadline.
The unofficial results for Middlesex
County are: Kate Whitman, 704;
Martin Marks, 255; Leonard Lance,
255; Tom Roughneen, 223; Darren
Young, 79; Kelly Hatfield, 65, and
A.D. Amar, 16.

In-Store Tasting: Thursday from 5 to 7pm
and Saturday from 3 to 6pm

Dote on Your Dad - Some Spirits for Father’s Day
Pierre Ferrand
Sampler Pack
$55.99

Rhum J.M VSOP
$43.99

Michel Couvreur 12
Yr Old Malt Scotch
Whiskey $59.99

Siembra Azul
Reposado Tequila
$39.99

Pierre Ferrand makes
Cognac, the Grand
Champagne sub-region of
the area. He has made a
special collection of 4200ML bottles that will
allow Dad to sample a range
of their products. The
Ambre, The Reserve, The
Selection Des Anges and The
Cigar Reserve all have
different qualities, but they
all share the Ferrand high
quality. This is a great way
to let Dad explore cognac.

Made from sugarcane grown
on volcanic soils in
Martinique, this will reshape
your feelings and thoughts
about the nature of rum.
Peach, apricot, sandalwood
raisin nuts, and pepper-like
spice are all wrapped in a
velvety texture that lingers on
the finish. This is not meant
to go with diet coke at a
college party. This is meant
for your Father’s brandy
snifter. And if you are good,
he may give you a sip.

A very unusual and limited
product that comes in a
numbered bottle. Made in
France where the barley is
dried on Scottish peat, it is
than aged in caves in
Burgundy. Rich in both color
and flavor, it is still somehow
both elegant and delicate.
Unfiltered and slightly cloudy
in color, it is best served neat
after putting an ice cube in it
for a minute, and then
removing it.

Made from 100% blue agave
grown in the highlands, this
is about as smooth and
pretty as tequila can be. The
honey / hay color comes
from three months aging in
new medium toasted
American oak. It is bold but
not overpowering. Don’t
use this with margarita.
Mull three fresh basil leaves;
add ice and equal parts of
Siembra Azul and ginger
beer. Dad will smile.

Your Favorite Wines
$9.99
$10.99
$13.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

Your Favorite Vodka

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

SUMMER SPECIAL!
% Any 2 bottles of wine
OFF with this coupon

10

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded.
750ml only. Expires 06/18/08

Now at
Peterson’s
Wines

$17.99
$15.99
$10.99
$7.99
$12.99
$12.99
$9.49
$11.99
$10.99
$9.99
$10.99
$9.99
$12.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
5L
4L
4L

Check out
our Fine
Cigar
Selection!

Absolut 80 $30.99 1.75L
Ketel One $36.99 1.75L
Grey Goose $27.99 750ml
Smirnoff $20.99 1.75L
Stolichnaya $32.99 1.75L
Skyy $23.99 1.75L
Wolfschmidt $13.99 1.75L
Gordons $15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label $29.99 1.75L
Chivas Regal $57.99 1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black $58.99 1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red $29.99 1.75L
Clan MacGregor $16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels $37.99 1.75L
Jim Beam $26.99 1.75L
Seagrams 7 $16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire $36.99 1.75L
Tanqueray $32.99 1.75L
Hendricks $29.99 750ml
Beefeater $29.99 1.75L
Gordons $15.99 1.75L
Seagrams $16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan $26.99 1.75L
Bacardi Silver $19.99 1.75L
Bacardi Gold $19.99 1.75L
Malibu $25.99 1.75L

%
%
20OFF
10 OFF

Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.

HOURS: Mon. - Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm
We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last. Not responsible for typographical errors. All prices do not include state sales tax.
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Wishing Every Dad a Happy Day;
Many Ways They Show Their Love
This Sunday, millions of families throughout the
United States will celebrate Father’s Day, a day set
aside each year to honor those men – fathers, husbands, grandfathers and other special male figures –
who occupy a unique and cherished place in the lives
of their children.
From the time they are born and into adulthood,
children look to their fathers for strength, love and
protection, as well as sound advice on sorting out the
many complexities of life as they mature. A father is
the primary role model for his son and the first man
to win his daughter’s heart, privileges that enable
him to profoundly influence the adults his children
will become and their future relationships.
Fathers proudly wear many hats, and typically
possess many talents. They tell bedtime stories and
funny jokes, help with homework and referee sibling
squabbles, and seem to know how to build or fix just
about anything. Dads even have been known to help
out Santa – wrestling with a supposedly “easy-toassemble” toy stove, dollhouse or board game into
the wee hours Christmas morning – just to have it
ready in time.
Dads make good baseball and fishing buddies,
serve as confidants and gently treat scraped elbows
and knees. They have a way with the grill at family
barbecues, watch over their kids in the ocean and try
their best to look relaxed while teaching them to
drive. They proudly walk their daughters down the
aisle to be married, and take great joy in spoiling
their grandchildren.
By example, a good father imparts many life
lessons. In showing love and respect for his children
and their mother, he lays a solid foundation upon
which his children will one day build marriages and
families of their own. In going to his job each day,

and in going the extra mile in life, he forges within
his children a strong work ethic and sense of responsibility. In showing patience and understanding, he
encourages these qualities in his youngsters as well.
In his willingness to sacrifice for his family, a
father teaches his children the importance of putting
others above self; in setting rules and limits, he
teaches them right from wrong; in living by his
principles, he teaches his children to live good lives
and to always be true to themselves and those around
them. A father’s greatest legacy is inspiring his
children to be the best people they can be.
Father’s Day also offers the chance to say thank
you to those “other” dads, whether they be stepfathers, uncles or another close person, who fill that
vitally important role in the lives of those who look
up to them as a father figure. For those whose fathers
are no longer living, it is a day for families to
reminisce and remember times shared together.
Yes, many will gather this Sunday to honor the
fathers in their families and to show their appreciation with cards, gifts and other gestures of affection.
In houses of worship, clergy will extol a father’s
great presence in the lives of his children. Yet while
millions of dads will spend this day with their loved
ones, many others will not have this precious opportunity. Let us remember these men as well – the
fathers on the battlefield thousands of miles from
home, the fathers who live far from their children and
those who, for whatever other reason, will spend this
day apart from them. A telephone call, card or email, on Father’s Day or any other time, would surely
make their day.
With gratitude and appreciation, we wish all the
fathers in our communities and beyond a very happy
Father’s Day.

Sadly, Corzine Immediately Dismissed
Reasonable State Budget Changes
Recently, the Senate and Assembly
Republican Caucuses presented Governor Jon Corzine with $1.32 billion in
budget savings. The changes we proposed
last week are a common-sense fiscal strategy designed to make New Jersey more
affordable and Trenton more accountable
to its citizens. We also announced longterm structural reforms to the state pension and benefits system and an economic
growth plan that will create jobs and revitalize our economy.
Our savings would appropriate $500
million to the nearly bankrupt Transportation Trust Fund without raising tolls or the
gas tax. The plan would restore municipal
aid and direct property tax relief programs
to, at least, last year’s level. We would
also restore aid to hospitals and nursing
homes, eliminate the Medicaid co-pay
increase, fund higher education scholar-

ship programs and reinvest in the arts.
Sadly, Governor Corzine immediately
dismissed our effective reasonable
changes to the state budget. We answered
the Governor’s challenge to identify revenue neutral alternatives to his budget
plan in good faith; yet, he is unwilling to
consider our proposals.
The full text of our budget alternatives
is available online at senatenj.com and
njassemblyrepublicans.com. Please take
the time to study our budget savings and
call the governor’s office at (609) 2926000 and ask him to reconsider this commons sense proposal to restore property
tax relief and reduce unnecessary spending.
Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
Asm. Eric Munoz
Asm. Jon Bramnick
Legislative District 21

Westfield Night Place
Volunteers Thanked
On behalf of the Westfield Recreation
Department and the 3,500 students who
participated in the Night Place program
during the school year, I thank the numerous volunteers for their time, energy, enthusiasm and commitment.
Thanks to volunteers, Night Place is
able to keep costs to a minimum and
thrive. Volunteers such as Greet Hershey
and Jolly Thomas need to be acknowledged for their leadership and support. I
also thank Chuck Ropars and Ray Bevere
of the recreation department for their excellent managing of the program.
The success of “Night Place” is due to
the commitment of everyone involved.
Parents, please look in the mail for your
child’s packet from the schools this summer to sign up to chaperone or to help out
as a committee member next year.
Traci Kastner
Westfield Recreation Department
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Sen. Lieberman and Gov. Kean
Announce Support for John McCain
Former New Jersey Governor Tom
Kean (R) and U.S. Senator Joe Lieberman
(I) issued statements last Friday supporting Republican John McCain for President. Governor Kean called for New Jersey voters to join “Citizens for McCain,”
a new grassroots effort headed by Senator
Lieberman of Connecticut, to rally Americans of all political parties to support Sen.
John McCain’s candidacy.
Mr. Kean said. “As we prepare to fight
for the future stability of our country, I
think it’s of the highest importance to
support the candidate who will use his
experience, courage and integrity to bring
America forward to a positive future. That
is why I would like to welcome all Democrats, Republicans, Independents and supporters of both Senators Clinton and
Obama to join John McCain’s presidential campaign. Now is a critical time to put
partisanship behind us and show our support for a man who is ready to lead America
forward from Day One.”
Senator Lieberman wrote, “Today, I
asked Senator McCain if I could create
and chair a new grassroots organization,
Citizens for McCain, [johnmccain.com]
an organization within the McCain campaign for people who put country before
political party and support the candidate

for President who has a proven record of
bipartisanship.
“As you know, I caucus with the Democrats as a United States Senator and was
the Democrat Party’s nominee for VicePresident against President Bush and Vice
President Cheney.
“But first and foremost, I am an American. I have an obligation to do what I think
is best for our nation – regardless of political party. My love for this country and
strong belief in John McCain’s character,
judgment and willingness to work with
leaders of both parties has convinced me
to support him for President.
“I have worked with John McCain for
many years in the U.S. Senate and know
from experience that he can unite Democrats, Republicans and Independents like
no one else in this country. He did it in the
United States Senate, and he can do it as
President of the United States. I am confident we will find many Democrats and
Independents who, like John McCain and
me, put country before political party and
will support a leader with a real record of
bipartisanship.
“I am proud to call John McCain my
friend and ask you to help our friend
become the next President of the United
States.”

Letters to the Editor
Westfield Town Council Should Take
A Position on Muhlenberg Closing
The June 5 Westfield Leader reported
that the Westfield Town Council had yet
to take a position on the proposed closing
of Muhlenberg Hospital. The mayor said
in response to a request from Westfield
residents that he planned to speak with the
chairs of the Public Safety and Finance
Committees the following week.
I’m disappointed that Westfield’s
elected leaders delayed acting until now
on an issue important to the health and
well being of many Westfielders and
neighbors. More than three months have
passed since the intent to close was offi-

WF Parking Statistics
Are Confusing
In The Westfield Leader on May 15,
Mr. [Sal] Caruana [councilman] stated,
“Our 966 meter and pay station parking
spaces are averaging 125,000 uses per
month…” On May 29, Mr. Skibitsky
[mayor] said, “Our pay stations currently
average over 71,000 parking transactions
per month…”
Is the difference, 54,000 uses, related to
parking metered spaces? If so, what is the
significance?
Confusing, fragmented statistics do not
help the public understand the information. Let us strive for full, fair, complete
and objective disclosure of all the facts
before addressing subjective and practical evaluations and conclusions, which
may or may not be consistent with financial or other statistical facts.
In life, human actions are often inconsistent with facts, and the two should not
be commingled.
Tim Harrington
Westfield

cially announced. The issues and potential consequences have been discussed in
numerous articles and letters in local
media. Eleven other communities are
reported to have already formally expressed concern.
The June 12 deadline for comment to
the State Health Planning Board will have
expired by time this letter appears. While
the issues affecting Muhlenberg and
Solaris Health Systems are complex, and
some maintain the decision to close
Muhlenberg was unavoidable, I’d thought
our town’s leaders would have recognized sooner the importance of having
Westfield “on the record.” Even officials
at competing hospitals acknowledge that
Muhlenberg has been an important area
resource for emergency and inpatient care
and acknowledge that the rapid reduction
of our region’s bed capacity by 300 and
our area workforce by more than 1,000 is
a negative for our region.
Clearly, this isn’t a good time for state
and local budgets, and it is easy to regard
Muhlenberg’s problems as another
community’s and other peoples’ rather
than our own. But allowing our area’s
public health infrastructure to decline not
only puts others at risk, it puts us at risk,
too. I hope Westfield won’t just look the
other way.
My wife is a medical social worker
with Solaris/Muhlenberg Home Care, and
Muhlenberg has cared for our family.
Shane McDermott
Westfield
Editor’s Note: The Westfield Town
Council, Tuesday night,drafted a resolution that states concern over Muhlenberg’s
closing and asks the New Jersey Board of
Health to “think before closing it.”

Hoop Causes ‘Hoopla’
In Westfield Neighborhood
It is with much disappointment that I
write this letter. Two days ago, we received a violations notice stating that we
would have to remove the basketball hoop
that overhangs the street in front of our
house. When I called the Town of
Westfield, I was told that there was a
complaint, and now, the town needs to
enforce “Land Use Ordinance 13.02.”
The ordinance states that “basketball
backboards located within or adjacent to a
driveway should not be more than 15 feet
tall and should be setback at least five feet
from the rear and side property lines and
at least 20 feet from the front property
line.”
This basketball hoop has been in place
for over four years, and no one has ever
complained to us. Our neighbors were just
as shocked as we were when we received
the notice. The hoop was placed in that
location because we do not have another
viable location for it on or around our
property. If we did have another location,
we would comply without hesitation.
This basketball hoop has brought hours
of fun, entertainment and exercise to my
three children as well as our neighbors’
children. When I explained to our children that we no longer could have the
basketball hoop, they were devastated as
well as confused.
It is a shame that in the great Town of
Westfield, children are being banned from
playing a game of basketball in front of
their own house. In today’s society, where
so much emphasis is placed on childhood
obesity, you would think a town would
encourage good-old-fashioned, healthy
fun like playing basketball. In addition, I
feel comfortable having my children in
front of my house where I can keep an eye
on them and provide supervision.
I can honestly say that my children
probably would not have come to love the
game of basketball if it wasn’t for the
hoop in front of my house. It has always
been easy for them to be out front and
practice their shooting. Unfortunately, I
cannot take them to a park every time they
want to play basketball.
I can also say that having the basketball

hoop in front of our house has given our
children the opportunity to spend more
time with our neighbors’ children and
their friends. It gives them something
constructive to do, and it has strengthened
their friendships. Some of my neighbors
have even commented to me that they
love seeing the kids out front playing. It
really gives life to the neighborhood.
I guess the Town of Westfield would
rather the kids sit inside and play video
games or surf the Internet.
In closing, I would like to thank the
person who took the time and energy to
complain about this terrible situation. I
hope that the person understands that his
or her unnecessary actions have caused a
great deal of unhappiness amongst many
children in our neighborhood.
Christine Rinaldi
Westfield

Suggestions for
Westfield Lacrosse
As a former board member of the
Westfield Lacrosse Club (WLC), I feel
more representative voice should be given
to many of the players and parents. Some
comments are:
Closed board meetings fail to allow
parents to voice opinions and concerns.
Board members should be representative of the active membership. Currently,
there are four board members who no
longer have children playing lacrosse in
the WLC. I think it is in the best interests
of the club to have board members who
have children active in the program.
There are no term limits for the board.
If there were, new voices with fresh ideas
would arise.
There should free-flowing communication that would benefit the working
relationship with WHS lacrosse coaches
and programs.
Other parents have spoken of this to me
and I hope this letter facilitates the suggestions.
Mark Frega
Westfield

Roughneen Calls for Support
Of Republican Party Candidates
Review of School District Superintendent Contracts
Last week, N.J. Education Commissioner Lucille Davy ordered all
school districts to submit copies of
superintendent contracts to county
super-superintendents for review of
potential abuse. The commissioner
urged the public to review the contracts.
In response, this newspaper submitted an Open Public Records Act
(OPRA) request on June 2 to Union
County Superintendent of Schools

Carmen Centuolo for email copies of
all the county school district administrative contracts.
We were referred to the State OPRA
Custodian and have not heard if, when
and how they will comply with the
request. They requested patience due
to the volume of requests.
The Westfield School district on its
own initiative provided The Westfield
Leader with a copy of their contract
with the superintendent.

References were made in the
Westfield contract to the agreement
with the Westfield Association of
Administrators and Supervisors. We
have requested a copy of this agreement.
We have posted all information received for the public at goleader.com/
features. We will add to the posting as
additional information is obtained.
We welcome public analysis and
comment.

Well, that is that. What a hard-earned 7
percent of the vote! Thanks for everything.
If you did support me, I truly ask you to
give your energy to our Republican Party’s
candidates. America needs patriots, not
spendthrifts, in Washington, D.C.
With John McCain in the Oval Office,
and with Zimmer and Lance, along with
Iraq Veterans for Congress, our next President will have the support he needs.
If ever there was a woman who personifies what is wrong with New Jersey, it is
Linda Stender. Worse than being a helpless spender, she is a quitter. Quitting on
soldiers and America’s promise to the
Iraqis is worse than being a spender —
and we need to defeat her.
With Senator McCain, Congressman

Zimmer and Senator Lance, we have a
winning line. It would have been an honor
to run under our Presidential nominee, but
that privilege awaits Senator Leonard
Lance.
As Drill Sergeant McClellan used to
say in that summer of 1988 at basic training, “Let’s get it on.”
On to victory!
Please do me a favor. Save any road/
yard signs you see or have. You never
know. They were expensive, and maybe
after I raise some children, we’ll give this
Congress thing another try one day. Otherwise, that plastic should be recycled,
and I will see to that.
Tom Roughneen
Watchung
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tergiversate – To desert a cause
2. Sapient – Wise; knowing
3. Terebinth – A small European tree of
the sumac family. Turpentine tree.
4. Debullition – Boiling over
RELICTION
1. Land left uncovered by the recession
of the sea
2. A separation or passing through
3. Ignoring; neglecting
4. Deception; sleight of hand
RECTIROSTRAL
1. Having the breadth of the cranium
greater than the length
2. Having the back below in swimming, as certain insects
3. Having a straight bill or beak
4. A leaning to the right
DEAVE
1. To confuse or stun with noise
2. To understand or perceive
3. To belittle or humble
4. To run abandon; decamp
BOREEN
1. A hard, brittle biscuit
2. Wetland; bogs
3. A soluable poison formed in the
putrefaction of blood and other protein
matter
4. A lane leading from the main road

Letters to
the Editor
Thank You, This
Wonderful Community
We just wanted to thank everyone who
came out to get their cars washed, help
wash cars and to everyone for the donations to The Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society.
None of this would of been possible
without of all you. We had a crazy weather
day, with one hour of rain, but people still
kept coming. The children were able to
learn the true value of fundraising.
Jake picked this project because of our
years involved in Light the Night — We
dedicate this car wash to the late Peter de
Oliva and Sally Mandeville, who we miss
dearly. We raised over $1,000, and of
course, we could not of done it without of
all you.
Thanks again to this wonderful community.
Lori and Jake Kaplan
Westfield

Legion’s Flag for my
Father Touched Heart
Last Sunday on Mother’s Day, my family and I were visiting my father at the
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield. We saw
a man and a woman walking around with
a clipboard and placing American flags at
different gravesites. I went over to talk to
them and learned they were from the
Westfield American Legion and were placing flags on the graves of the Veterans.
They checked their list for me and
confirmed my dad’s name, Dennis Francis
Maher Jr., was on their database. They
gave me a flag to put on his grave.
I can’t begin to tell you how moved we
were and also how thankful. I have since
learned that your organization places
American Flags on more than 3,000 graves
every year. This means so much to us and
would make my dad, who just passed
away a few weeks ago, so happy.
He was such a proud American and
Marine from World War II. He always
flew the American Flag as well as the
Marine Corps Flag. The Marines were at
his burial service.
I am constantly getting solicitations in
the mail from so many organizations looking for cash donations. Meanwhile, here
is your organization, doing this service so
lovingly for my dear father. I am so appreciative of your actions that, in a gesture of
thanks, I am sending you a donation and
will continue to do so every year. I have
also sent word about the Westfield American Legion to my family and have encouraged them to contribute to you as well.
Again, thank you so much. My father
was so loved and precious to us. We miss
him terribly. To witness your act of kindness and attentiveness in honoring my father, and all these brave veterans who gave
so much to our country, was impressive.
Barbara Jean Powelson
Califon

SP Is Squandering
Its Green Space
My husband and I moved to Scotch
Plains almost 40 years ago because of its
rural feel and pride in open “green spaces.”
Over the years, our family has volunteered on the fire department, at its public
schools, scouts and the local house of
worship. We raised our three children
here, all of whom went to SP-F schools,
and have even hosted an exchange student
from Columbia.
When the new, lighted soccer field behind the south side firehouse was proposed, a majority of the residents in the
neighborhood objected. Those objections
were overridden by the town in favor of
the recreation department’s needs. Work
has now begun, but the manner in which
the environment is being destroyed is
truly disappointing and disillusioning.
Acres of woodland and open space
have been cleared for what will become
artificial turf and concrete retaining walls.
The impact on the wildlife, flora and fauna
is undoubtedly significant. In short,
they’ve paved paradise and put up a parking lot.
I have loved living in this community,
but these recent developments have saddened and disappointed me greatly. In
fact, it has made me question whether or
not the time has come for us to leave
Scotch Plains – for good.
Marge Francisco
Scotch Plains
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Letters to
the Editor

Wines & Spirits

Army Chaplain
Appreciates Support
Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
the Martin Wallberg American Legion
Post in Westfield.
To help with donations of supplies or
money, contact Peter Hogaboom at (908)
247-7630.
We received some of the many boxes
of books and other goodies this week that
you sent via LTC Tim Whalen to service
personnel deployed here in Iraq. We rejoice and are very thankful for the wonderful support we are getting from people
like you back home. Thanks so much for
your kindness.
We are getting closer and closer to
heading home. We all should be home by
the middle of July. We are excited but
must not drop our guard because the enemy is still very much out there. Thanks
again and Lord Bless!
R Jay Hearn
Chaplain (Major), USA

Summit Council Urges
Freeholders by District
WHEREAS, all County residents deserve a greater voice in the manner by
which they are governed; and
WHEREAS, if the County layer of
government must remain existent here
in New Jersey, then, as a matter of fundamental fairness, a more proportionate
distribution of our County Freeholders
should be derived so as to better reflect,
and daily represent, our County’s diverse population, demographics and
needs; and
WHEREAS, at least two of our peer
Counties here in New Jersey have commendably already implemented some
degree of Freeholder representation “by
District” – as opposed to having all of
their Freeholders merely serving “AtLarge”; and
WHEREAS, when a Union County
Charter Study Commission recommended (and voters then approved) our
current County Manager form of government, it did not specifically address
the Freeholder selection process.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of
the City of Summit, as follows:
That the current provision for choosing our Freeholders entirely at-large is
fundamentally unfair, as it is not sufficiently representative of our County’s
diverse population, demographics and
needs.
That we hereby request that the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
adopt a resolution to better, i.e., more
democratically, “seek the will of the
people” by having eight (8) – or, at least
four (4) – of our Freeholders henceforward elected by smaller geographic Districts instead of all nine (9) being “AtLarge”.
That this Charter question be placed
upon the November 2008 election ballot.
That a copy of this resolution be sent
to the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders and all Union County Municipalities.
Certified by David Hughes
City Clerk of the City of Summit

Bramnick to Chair
Policy Committee
WESTFIELD – Assemblyman Republican Whip Jon Bramnick (LD-21) of
Westfield has been appointed Chairman
of the Republican Assembly Policy Committee. Mr. Bramnick and his committee
will develop and promote state policy on
a variety of issues facing New Jersey.
Mr. Bramnick has indicated that an indepth examination of New Jersey’s business policy, or lack thereof, will be a focal
point of the committee. Other issues include property tax reform, budget alternatives, ideas and incentives for the Council on Affordable Housing (COAH), as
well as creating a blueprint to make New
Jersey more affordable. Asm. Bramnick
will be holding a press conference to
outline the committee’s mission.
Regarding his appointment, Mr.
Bramnick said, “I am very pleased to
work with Assembly Minority Leader
Alex Decroce and Conference Leader
Pete Biondi on new state policy.”
Mr. Bramnick is also a member of Law
and Public Safety, Consumer Affairs
Committee and the Legislative Services
Commission.
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Store Open
Sunday

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars

VISIT OUR
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are
on Sale!

the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

From Oregon:

From California:

“Oregon Blue” is a classic Roquefortstyle blue cheese that is cold-smoked
16 hours with Oregon hazelnut shells.

“Born to be mild”, this sheep’s milk
cheese is buttery in color and flavor
with a long, complex finish.

From California:

Super Coupon

Rogue Creamery Lamb Chopper Firm
Smokey Blue
Sheep’s Milk Cheese

99

18

lb.

14

lb.

lb.

750 ml bottles of Wine

Bonne Buche Petit
Aged Goat Cheese

7

9

REG.
14.99 lb.

lb.

In Store

REG.
9.99 lb.

Wine Sampling

PERFECT ANYTIME...

Gift Baskets for any Occasion

Every Friday 4pm to 6pm
and Saturday 2pm to 4pm

We’ll help you create the perfect basket for family and friends!
Knight’s Valley

Australia

Beringer

Penfolds

Stag’s Leap, Napa Valley

Chimney Rock

Chalk
Hill

Cabernet
Sauvignon 2005

90
WS

Honig
Cabernet
Sauvignon
2005

Chardonnay
2005

A deeply hued garnet, it
has an intense black fruit
bouquet with rich vanilla
notes. This plush wine
coats the palate, exuding
blackberry and black
cherry with hints of smoke.
The velvety tannins are
seamlessly integrated,
making it suitable for a
meal or simply by itself.
Ready to drink now,
though it will continue to
develop with bottle age.

3999

2999

90
WS

750
ML

90
WS

750
ML

10

2499

750
ML

750
ML

ALEXANDER
VALLEY

99

RUSSIAN RIVER

750
ML

Prosecco
NV
A delicate, wellbalanced Prosecco,
showing a good
blend of baked
apple, sour lemon
and grapefruit, with
a lightly creamy
mineral texture
on the palate.
Medium froth,
with some body
and a pleasant lemon
and mineral finish.

1099

90
WS

750
ML

Vidal Ice Wine
99

2199
99
•Cabernet 19
99
•Chardonnay14
•Pinot Noir

La
Marca

Inniskillin
42

RUSSIAN RIVER

25

750
ML

1999

ALL 750 MLS

750
ML

BRUT

99

Vibrant, lively aromas
of mocha meshed with
concentrated Satsuma
plum and licorice. Full
flavored blackberry and
black currant flavors,
courted by mouth
puckering Cabernet
tannins, effortlessly
convey chocolate flavors
and cedary oak. Great
balance between fruit,
oak, acid and tannins.

Infinity
Cellars

Nicolas
Feuillatte

SAUVIGNON BLANC

Deep ruby/purple,
wonderful,
straight forward
licorice-infused
black currant fruit
with a hint of
smoke and barrel.
Outstanding
purity, depth and
ripeness in an
open-knit fruit
driven but
deep style.

750
ML

Modus
99

The
Crossings

Bin 389
Cabernet/Shiraz 2002

2699

Ruffino
19

Cabernet
Sauvignon 2005

Dill laced oak and
dried currant and
black cherry form
a rich, tight,
complex core of
flavors that give
this a tight focus
and a long,
persistent finish.
Drink now
through 2013.

Refreshing,
intense and
vibrant with a
mix of spice,
floral, fig and
apricot flavors
that are rich,
deep and
complex, ending
with a long
persistent finish.

With this coupon. Good at Westfield ShopRite Wines & Spirits only.
Effective Mon., Tues., Wed. June 16, 17 & 18 only.

99

99

REG.
18.49 lb.

25% OFF

(Sale Items
Excluded)

Toward the purchase of 12 or More

An ash-covered disc
with zippy acidity

Vella
Dry Jack

99

REG.
22.99 lb.

All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

From Vermont:

Firm, pale yellow with a
sweet nutty flavor

Prices effective through
Tues., June 17, 2008
Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

The Marketplace... An American Revolution

375
ML

Dry Presidential
Sack 20-Yr. Old Port
SHERRY

12

99
750
ML

IN DECANTER

39

99
750
ML

1.75 L, 12 YR. OLD

Chivas Regal Scotch . . . . 49

99

750 ML

99

750 ML

Knob Creek Bourbon . . 27

99

750 ML, 25 YR. OLD

99

Grey Goose Vodka . . . . . . 28
Fransac Cognac . . . . . . . . . . . . 49

Stender Campaigns
For Veterans GI Bill
WOODBRIDGE – Last week, Assemblywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood
(LD-22) and Democratic candidate for
the U.S. House of Representatives, New
Jersey’s 7th District, voiced support for
the GI Bill for the 21st Century, which
restores four-year college scholarships
for Iraq and Afghanistan veterans on par
with the educational benefits available
after World War II.
“America has the finest military in the
world, and our brave men and women in
uniform have served our country with
dignity and honor,” Mrs. Stender said
outside VFW Post 4410 in Woodbridge
on Wednesday, June 4. “A war in Iraq
should never have been waged.”
According to the candidate, the GI Bill
for the 21st Century would: increase education benefits for veterans having served
more than three months since September
11, 2001; link education benefits for which
a veteran is eligible to active duty service
since September 11, 2001; cover costs for
the most expensive in-state institution;
match voluntary contributions for private
colleges; and provide veterans with up to
15 years to take advantage of the benefits.
Stender on Job Loss Numbers
“Today, we learned that already in
2008, 325,000 American workers have
sadly lost their jobs,” said Linda Stender.
“While President Bush and former Republican Leader Leonard Lance are promoting an open-ended commitment in
Iraq, and continuing to spend $12 billion
a month on a war a majority of Americans
oppose, families here at home are struggling to make ends meet.
Consumers are paying $4 a gallon at
the pump, healthcare costs are skyrocketing and home foreclosure rates are through
the roof. We need practical solutions to
turn our economy around, beginning with
a plan to safely and responsibly bring our
troops home from Iraq so we can refocus
our efforts on domestic priorities.”

Thursday, June 12, 2008

Gentleman Dewar’s
SCOTCH
Jack
SOUR MASH

12 YR. OLD

23

27

99

IMPORTED
GIN

26

99

99

750
ML

750
ML

Woodford Macallan
SINGLE MALT
Reserve
12 YR. OLD

BOURBON

26

39

750
ML

750
ML

Jameson
12 YR. OLD
IRISH WHISKEY

32

99

99

Patron
Silver

Hendrick’s

99

750
ML

750
ML

TEQUILA

36

99
750
ML

Debriac
XO
COGNAC

39

99
750
ML

•Romana Sambuca

More Spirits for Father’s Day!
Johnnie Walker

BLUE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Oban

17499
7499
7999
7999
2199
2199

14 YR. OLD SINGLE MALT . . . . .

Crown Royal

CASK 16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Bushmills 1608

IRISH WHISKEY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Plymouth

GIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Captain Morgan

PRIVATE STOCK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Stolichnaya

REG./BLACK (750 ML)

4999
Siku
2399
Jose Cuervo
7999
Courvoisier VSOP
3299
Remy Martin XO
10999
Drambuie
2699
ELIT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

750
ML

VODKA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

750
ML

RESERVA DE LA FAMILIA . . . . . .

750
ML

COGNAC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

750
ML

COGNAC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

750
ML

LIQUEUR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

750
ML

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 South Ave. East, Westfield, N.J. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND
PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., June 11 thru Tues., June 17, 2008. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Artwork does not necessarily
represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

•Stock Limoncé

19

LIMONCELLO (1 LTR.)

99

Your Choice!

Everyday
Beer
LOW DISCOUNTED
Is At Our

PRICES!

We Carry the Largest Selection
of Imported & Domestic Beer:

MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE
IN NEW JERSEY!
Discounts
Mixed
Available On: Cases

Mixed
Cases
of
Spirits
of
Wine
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

ALL STORES
OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:
®

Debit
Card

Page
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Rotary Names Scholarship
In Honor of Mr. Steengrafe

Paul Gish and Miss Elise Tate

Miss Elise Tate
To Marry Paul Gish
Gene Tate of Westfield has announced the engagement of his daughter, Miss Elise Tate, to Paul Gish. He
is the son of Ms. Margaret Burns and
James Gish of Middlebury, Vt.
A graduate of Westfield High
School, Class of 1999, the bride-tobe received a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Spanish from Gettysburg College
in Gettysburg, Pa. in 2003. She currently works as a senior global assignment consultant for a relocation
company in Warren.
Her fiancé recently graduated from

Pratt Institute with a Master of Science degree in Library and Information Science.
The couple met at Gettysburg College, where the future bridegroom
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
History in 2003. He currently works
as a database manager in the Development Office at Pratt Institute in
Brooklyn, N.Y.
A May 2009 wedding is planned.

Senior Citizens Post
Date For Luncheon

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will hold a
mini-health fair on Saturday, June
28, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. It will be
open to the entire community and no
reservations are necessary.
Representatives from the RWJ
Rahway Fitness and Wellness Center will offer free health screenings
and answer fitness and exercise questions. Attendees also will be able to
have their caricature drawn and receive free giveaways.
The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township. For further information or directions, call (908) 322-5007.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Senior
Citizen Club of Mountainside will host
a luncheon on Friday, June 20, at 12:15
p.m. at Mosaico Restaurant, located at
1072 Route 22, West, in Mountainside.
The menu will consist of penne
vodka, Mosaico salad, choice of
chicken marsala, sliced New York
strip steak or grilled salmon. Dessert
will be a choice of tiramisu or gelato.
Coffee and tea also will be included.
The cost is $30 for members and
$33 for non-members. For more information, call Eve Vitale at (908) 7898568.

Mini-Health Fair Set
At Library on June 28

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club
of Westfield recently named a scholarship in honor of former Wilson Elementary School principal Weyman
Steengrafe. Mr. Steengrafe was principal of Wilson for 15 years, having
previously been a history teacher in
the Westfield school system.
He also taught American History at
Kean University and taught extension
courses at seven other colleges. Now
93 and retired, he lives in a retirement
village in Hightstown, where he
teaches a course in current events.
Mr. Steengrafe was president of the
Rotary Club of Westfield from 1971 to
1972 and was instrumental in starting
the club’s Rotary Pancake Day that
has funded college scholarships for
Westfield students for more than 40
years. The club has awarded over $2
million in scholarships since 1967.
He was District Governor of Rotary District 7510 from 1985 to 1986,
when the district was comprised of
seven counties and 72 Rotary Clubs.
His responsibilities included training all 72 club presidents and all the
club officers, making sure all of the
clubs functioned properly, and running a district conference for the
1,500 Rotarians in the district at the

Library to Commence
Summer Reading Club
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will host a
Summer Reading Club Kickoff Party
on Wednesday, June 25, at 3 p.m.
Teens who will be in grade 6 and up
in September are invited to attend
and learn about this summer’s program, “METAMORPHOSIS @ Your
Library” in the library’s Community
Room.
Participants will be able to join the
Summer Reading Club, make their
own ice cream sundaes and sign up for
crafts, cooking and other programs.
Registration is encouraged. To reserve
a spot, call (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204, or e-mail library@scotlib.org.
All programs at the library are
free and open to everyone. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one block
from Park Avenue in the center of the
township. For further information or
directions, call (908) 322-5007.

end of the year.
Dr. D. Michael Hart of the Rotary
Club of Westfield contacted Mr.
Steengrafe to inform him of the club’s
decision honoring him. “Wey was
absolutely delighted, and sends his
best wishes to all of the club members, and to the Westfield community, which he enjoyed throughout
his educational career,” Dr. Hart said.
The Rotary Club of Westfield meets
every Tuesday for lunch from 12:15 to
1:30 p.m. at the Westfield Area “Y,”
located at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.
Guests are always welcome. For more
information, visit westfieldrotary.com.

Philoptochos to Present
Market-Rummage Sale
WESTFIELD – The Philoptochos
Society of the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church will sponsor the
Trinity Market and Rummage Sale
on Thursday, June 19, from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. and Friday, June 20, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is free.
This event will be held in the
church’s Bouras Center, located at
250 Gallows Hill Road in Westfield.
On Friday, items will be half price
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and a bag sale
will take place from 2 p.m. until
closing at 4 p.m.
Classic Collectibles will again feature jewelry, scarves, belts, handbags, silver and china. Linens, small
appliances, small furniture,
children’s toys, games and books
also will be available. Some items
are new and others slightly used.
Proceeds from the sale will benefit the various charities supported
by Philoptochos. For more information, call Cynthia Ladas at (908)
232-0646.

Single Jewish Friends
Plan Lunch Outing
AREA – The Circle of Single Jewish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat luncheon on Sunday, June 22, at
noon at Charlie Brown’s Steakhouse,
located at 247 Raritan Road (Route
27) in Highland Park.
The cost is $3 plus the price of a
meal from the menu and tip. Those
interested are asked to respond by
calling Roberta at (908) 668-8450.

The Westfield Memorial Library
presents

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

Harpist Merynda Adams
June 20, 2008
2 - 4 pm
For two hours the library will be filled with
the beautiful sounds of the harp.
550 East Broad Street
Westfield, NJ
908.789.4090. X 4140

Miss Jennifer Lyn Van Deroef and Benjamin Joel Harrison

Miss Jennifer Van Deroef
To Wed Benjamin Harrison
Mr. and Mrs. Roger G. Van Deroef
of Fanwood have announced the engagement and forthcoming marriage
of their daughter, Miss Jennifer Lyn
Van Deroef, to Benjamin Joel
Harrison of Vidalia, Ga. He is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. James D. Harrison of
Vidalia.
Miss Van Deroef graduated from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
in 2000 and from Penn State University in 2004 with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Psychology.
The bride-to-be currently attends
Georgia Southern University, where
she is studying for her Master of Arts
degree in School Psychology. She
also is employed with the Department of Family and Children Services as a case manager in Lyons, Ga.

FUMC Plans Sessions
Of Qigong June 17
WESTFIELD – The newly created
Spiritual Life Committee of the First
United Methodist Church of Westfield
will sponsor Qigong sessions on Tuesday, June 17, at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. in
the church’s fellowship room.
Qigong is an ancient Asian practice of slow relaxed movement aimed
at helping individuals achieve inner
peace and enhance wellness. It combines movement, meditation and
breathing to stimulate energy flow.
Certified instructor Laura
Berzofsky, who has been practicing
for 10 years, will lead the sessions.
All of her programs are at the beginner level. No prior experience is necessary. Qigong involves simple, gentle
and graceful movement and is performed standing up. Ordinary street
clothing is appropriate.
The First United Methodist Church
is located at One East Broad Street.
To register, call the church office at
(908) 233-4211. A $10 fee will be
collected at the door.

Mr. Harrison is a 1998 graduate of
Vidalia Comprehensive High School.
He earned two Bachelor of Science
degrees, in Computer Science and
Computer Engineering, from the
Georgia Institute of Technology in
2003. A charter member of Kappa
Upsilon Chi Delta chapter, the future
bridegroom currently works in the
Reactor Engineering group at Edwin
I. Hatch Nuclear Plant in Vidalia, Ga.
The couple will be married this
summer in Savannah, Ga. and will
reside in Vidalia, Ga.

Ruth Kaye to Appear
In One-Woman Show
SCOTCH PLAINS – Entertainer
Ruth Kaye will return to the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey on Wednesday, June 18,
at 11 a.m. with her show entitled “My
Grandmother, My Mother and Me.”
This one-woman show brings to
life three generations of Jewish
women, beginning in 19th-century
Russia and ending in the present-day
United States.
The story is told with narrative,
monologues and songs, including Yiddish and Israeli folk melodies, liturgical pieces and songs from Broadway
musicals with a Jewish flavor.
All are welcome to attend this performance. The cost is $5 for JCC
members and $7 for the general public. Lunch will be available after the
concert for an additional $1.75. This
program is made possible through
support from the Union County Division on Aging.
Reservations for this show are required by Monday, June 16. For more
information or to make a reservation, contact Nan Statton at
nstatton@jccnj.org or (908) 8898800, extension no. 207. The JCC of
Central New Jersey is located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC
Attorneys At Law

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001 • www.stahlesq.com
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Dinner at FUMC to Benefit
Asian Disaster Relief Efforts
WESTFIELD – The First United
Methodist Church will host a community “Asian Buffet Dinner” this Saturday, June 14, at 6 p.m. in the social hall
of the church to benefit victims of the
recent cyclone in Myanmar and earthquake in China.
Through sponsorship by area restaurants, the menu will include seasoned
rice, white rice and basil beef (courtesy

Harpist to Perform
At Westfield Library
WESTFIELD – Harpist Merynda
Adams will perform on Friday, June
20, between 2 and 4 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library, located
at 550 East Broad Street. Admission
is free and registration is not required.
A graduate of the Manhattan School
of Music, where she was a merit
scholarship student of Kathleen Bride,
Ms. Adams has been the principal
harpist of The Orchestra at William
Paterson University for the past decade. She has performed with the
New York Grand Opera, New Philharmonic, Plainfield Symphony,
Metro Lyric Opera, Opera at Florham
and the Northeastern Philharmonic.
Additionally, she has appeared at
Lincoln Center’s Bruno Walter Auditorium, Avery Fisher Hall and off
Broadway in the long-running musical The Fantasticks.
Besides having an active teaching
studio, she is an affiliate artist teacher
at Drew University. She is featured in
the book “Plaza Weddings,” playing at
the nuptials of Donald Trump and
Eddie Murphy, and also has performed
at events honoring Colin Powell,
Beverly Sills and Andrea Bocelli. For
more information, call (908) 789-4090.

Service League Is Honored
For 75th Year of Service

of Avenue East of Cranford), sesame
ginger salmon (courtesy of Westfield
Seafood), mixed vegetables (courtesy
of Hunan Wok of Westfield), mixed
green salad (with ginger dressing courtesy of Avenue East), nan bread and
various beverages and desserts.
The cost will be $15 per person, with
a $40 family maximum. Fifty percent
of the proceeds will go to Myanmar
relief and the remaining 50 percent will
go to China. The United Methodist
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is providing relief efforts to those affected by
the two disasters.
After dinner, at 7 p.m., there will
be an UMCOR slide show and video
highlights of prior relief efforts conducted through national and international UMCOR operations.
Church members who are in contact
with their families living in Central
China will provide an additional “current status” update, as well as some live
Asian music.
At 7:30 p.m., family-friendly table
games such as dominoes, backgammon, chess and balderdash will be available. Families also are invited to bring
their own games to occupy children, or
to share with others, to conclude the
evening. All are invited to share this
evening of food, fun and fellowship
with the Methodist churches of
Westfield and Cranford and Habitat for
Humanity of Plainfield.
Reservations are recommended
and can be made by calling the First
United Methodist Church of
Westfield office at (908) 233-4211
weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The church is located at One East
Broad Street. Parking will be available in the church lot, nearby lots
and on streets adjacent to the church.

IMPRESSIVE HOME…This home at 113 St. Paul Street in Westfield will be
among the honorees during the Westfield Historic Preservation Commission’s
presentation of its annual awards honoring home, business and property owners
who have preserved, restored, rehabilitated or revitalized their properties to local
standards. Named for late local artist and historic preservation champion Harry
Devlin, the awards will be presented on Monday, June 16, at 8 p.m. in the Westfield
Municipal Building’s Community Room, located at 425 East Broad Street. All are
welcome and refreshments will be served.

COLLEGE BOUND…College Woman’s Club scholarship recipients enjoy their
special night May 20 during the club’s annual dinner at Echo Lake Country Club
in Westfield. Pictured, from left to right, are: Angela Kerins, Christina Cognetti,
Ariel Mone, Jessica Anderson, Catherine Cognetti and Rose Driscoll. All are
Westfield High School students.

CWC Honors Six Students
With College Scholarships
WESTFIELD – The College
Woman’s Club (CWC) of Westfield
awarded $49,000 in college scholarships to six Westfield High School
seniors at the club’s annual dinner
on May 20 at Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield.
Receiving the club’s first Eileen
“Mike” Farley Scholarship was Angela Kerins. Mrs. Farley, who credited
the college scholarship she received as
a young woman with changing the
course of her life, died on May 10 at
age 86. Her family decided to honor
her by funding scholarships in her
memory. Angela plans to attend The
College of New Jersey, where she
hopes to pursue her interests in chemistry and political science with an eye
to a career as a patent attorney.
This year, each of the club’s six
scholarship recipients was awarded
an additional grant from the Mike
Farley Scholarship Fund.
Jessica Anderson received the
CWC’s second Ruth Houghton
Scholarship, established through a
bequest by one of the club’s first
scholarship recipients. She plans to
attend Ithaca College and pursue a
career as an athletic trainer.
Ariel Mone earned the Katharine
Heywood Jaruzelski Scholarship,
given in memory of a longtime club
member and past president by her
family and friends. Additionally, Ariel
received a CWC Scholarship. She will
attend the University of Scranton,
where she plans to major in marketing.
Rose Driscoll, Catherine Cognetti
and Christina Cognetti all received
CWC Scholarships. Rose plans to pursue studies in occupational therapy at
the University of Scranton. Catherine
will attend Loyola College in Maryland, where she plans to prepare for
law school. Christina plans to attend
the University of Scranton, where she
has an interest in the school’s occupational therapy program.
The College Woman’s Club funds
scholarships with contributions from

This Father’s Day –

Only the Best for Dad!

Founded in 1932, the WSL began
with 19 women who sought to meet
the urgent needs of many Westfield
residents during the Depression. Since
then, the WSL has provided various
services, including members volunteering at Muhlenberg Hospital during World War II, staffing a Well
Baby Station to provide monthly
checkups and purchasing Lif-Paks,
pagers, radios and defibrillators for
the Westfield Rescue Squad.
Currently, the WSL operates a thrift
shop and consignment shop, both located at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield,
from September to June. League
members also perform volunteer
work, including deliveries for Mobile Meals of Westfield, stocking the
food pantry at the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church in Westfield
and volunteering with the Westfield
Rescue Squad. In the past year, WSL
members have donated more than
8,000 volunteer hours.

Blood Drive to Be Held
In Fanwood June 20
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Rescue Squad will host the Bill Crosby
Summer Blood Drive on Friday, June
20, from 3 to 8:30 p.m. at its headquarters at 123 Watson Road.
All eligible community members
are encouraged to donate blood. Blood
donors must be at least 17 years old,
weigh a minimum of 110 pounds and
be in good general health. For further
information, call New Jersey Blood
Services at 1-(800) 933-2566.

MILESTONE YEAR…Gail Kender, former Westfield Service League (WSL)
president, left, and Mary Newmark, current president, accept a proclamation
from Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky honoring the WSL’s 75th anniversary.

The Growing
You're
Invited Concern
About Identity Theft –
Event Specified Here

What You Need to Know

Stewart Ritter & Wachovia Securities
Invite You to

Join Us For a
Special Presentation:
The Growing Concern
About Identity Theft –
What You Need to Know

Date & Time
June 19, 2008 r 7:00 p.m.

Location & Directions
The Westwood
438 North Avenue
Garwood, NJ 07027
www.thewestwood.com

Your Host
Stewart Ritter
Senior Vice President – Investments &
Financial Advisor
Wachovia Securities

RSVP

)0.&08/&34

This event is sponsored and
financially supported by
American Century Investments.

KM 55 R KOMBIMOTOR
One Powerhead.
Multiple Attachments.

$

members and the community. Recipients are selected based on academic
achievement, financial need and community service. The club also awards
a grant to the Westfield High School
female graduating senior with the highest academic grade point average.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Service League (WSL) held its Annual
Meeting and 75th Anniversary Lunch
on June 5 at the Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield. In attendance were
120 members, including one who
joined the league in 1949 and two
members from the 1950s.
The festivities included the screening of a DVD celebrating the league’s
75 years in the community, as well as
presentation boards and albums featuring newspaper articles, photographs and memorabilia from the
early years of the WSL.
Additionally, the league was honored during the Westfield governing
body’s May 6 session with a proclamation from Mayor Andy Skibitsky
commemorating the group’s 75th anniversary of service to the community.
He presented the proclamation to WSL
President Mary Newmark and 75th
Anniversary Chairman and former
WSL president Gail Kender.

Presented By:
Jack Kulpa, Vice President
American Century Investments®

GREAT FOR

The event is free, but space is limited. Please call
Stewart Ritter’s office to reserve your tickets at
(908) 789-7802.
Supervised from:
155 Elm Street r Westfield, NJ r (908) 789-7802
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Line Trimmer
$89.95

Curved Edger
$99.95

Cultivator
$169.95

Bristle Brush
$259.95

GREAT
VALUE
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HANDHELD BLOWER
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NEW! 90 DAYS SAME AS CASH*
0% FINANCING FOR 90 DAYS ON STIHL PRODUCTS APPLY TODAY!

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents
Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

Enter for a chance to
win a trip to Maui and
$500 of your favorite
STIHL products.
5PSFHJTUFS WJTJUEFBMFST
XFCTJUFTEJSFDUMZPSUISPVHI
UIFEFBMFSMPDBUPSBU
TUJIMVTBDPN

*Offer valid 3/15/08 - 6/30/08. Subject to credit
approval. Minimum purchase of $149.00 required.
See your participating dealer for rates and other terms.

STIHL – 8,000 SERVICING DEALERS NATIONWIDE
"MMQSJDFTBSF/&4431"WBJMBCMFBUQBSUJDJQBUJOHEFBMFSTª45*)-/&4

The Eardly T. Petersen Co.
&MNFS4Ut8FTUåFME
908-232-5723
stihlusa.com
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The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

908-233-5800
www.franksmithlaw.com
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James Hamlette, Jr., 67, Navy Veteran;
Was Beloved Husband and Father
James T. Hamlette, Jr., 67, of
Plainfield died at home on Saturday,
June 7.
Born in Plainfield, he was raised in
Scotch Plains and graduated from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
and from Rutgers University. Mr.
Hamlette was honorably discharged
from the United States Navy.
For the past 30 years of his life, he
was employed in the waste management industry.
He leaves to mourn his wife of 26
years, Shirley Pritchard; two sons,
James Hamlette, III and his wife,
Loretta, of Lincoln, Neb.; his daughter, Sherri Lynne Stephen, and her
husband, Craig, of Melbourne, Australia; his son, Thurston James
Hamlette, and his grandson, Isaiah.
He also leaves three sisters and two
brothers, Grace Hamlette, Lois
Hamlette, Norma Keats, Patrick

Hamlette and Harold Hamlette and
his wife, Marva; 11 nieces and nephews; the Cabarras Family of
Montclair; the Pritchard Family of
Norfolk, Va. and the Dixon Family of
Philadelphia, Pa.
Visitation will be held on Saturday,
June 14, from 4 to 5 p.m. at the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. The funeral will
take place there at 5 p.m. Interment
will be at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Va.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Curtis Jackson Scholarship Fund at the All Saints’ Episcopal Church, 559 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076. For further information or to express condolences,
please
visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
June 12, 2008

Barbara Johnson, 72, Speech Therapist
With Catholic Community Services
Barbara L. Johnson (née
Lancaster), 72, of Westfield died on
Saturday, June 7, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born and raised in West Virginia,
she lived in Westfield for 49 years.
Mrs. Johnson had been a speech
therapist for Catholic Community
Services in Newark for more than 20
years, retiring in 2001.
She graduated from Mary Washington College of the University of Virginia with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
1958 and received her Master of Arts
degree from Kean University in 1974.
Surviving are her husband of 49

years, L. Dean Johnson, Jr.; a daughter, Lauran Johnson-Hunt, and a son,
L. Dean Johnson, III.
A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, June 14, at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield.
Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
either to the Humane Society, 124
Evergreen Avenue, Newark, N.J.
07114-2133 or to the American Lung
Association, 1600 Route 22, East,
Union, N.J. 07083-3410.
June 12, 2008

WHS Reveals Final Exam
Policies and BASH Details
As reported by the Westfield High
School (WHS) Parent Teacher Student Organization (PTSO) via the
Westfield Public School website.
WESTFIELD – All students must
take final exams but may only do so
after they have served all accrued
detention hours and paid all school
fines.
All students must take their final
exams at the times noted in the
exam schedule. Any request for an
exemption (other than seniors qualifying under the senior exam exemption policy) must be approved
in advance by Assistant Principal
Doug Sanford.
All exams are two hours in length
unless a particular extended time
arrangement is made. Five additional minutes have been added to
each session to provide time to collect and secure all materials.
Exams are scheduled in the rooms
in which the classes normally take
place. During the morning break,
students can report to the student
center, library or cafeteria.
The final make-up exam schedule is listed in the student handbook. Since the final exam is considered to be an integral part of any
course, failure to take the final exam
as provided above will result in a
failure for that course.
The attendance policy has been
modified this year. Students who do
not have an exam or an assigned
class may stay home rather than
being required to come to school.
There are departments and
courses that do not give mid-term
and final exams. These include
physical education, fine arts, TV
production, industrial arts, contemporary living and music. On a pilot
basis this year, students with courses
in the above-mentioned departmental areas will no longer be required
to attend a class. Physical-education staff will supervise the gym for
students who wish to use it.
Classes for the other departments
will meet, but attendance will be
optional. Staff members will be in

their rooms to assist students with
make-up work, project and portfolio completion, etc.
Support services for special-education students will be available during exam week.
Seniors may be exempted from
the final exam in a given full-year
course, subject to the conditions:
grade of A for the year; no grade
lower than a B, including mid-year
exam; no in-school or out-of-school
suspensions; no cuts in the class
where the exemption is requested;
no pending central detention assignments after June 1. English department senior projects do not fall
under this policy.
Westfield High School graduation is less than three weeks away
(June 19), and final plans are underway for BASH 2008, the all-night
alcohol-free and drug-free graduation party for seniors.
While there is no charge for a
senior to attend BASH 2008, for the
last 19 years, about 70 percent of the
$27,000 budget comes from senior
parents. To date, only 50 percent of
senior parents have contributed. A
donation of $75 is suggested.
Donations payable to “Project
Graduation” can be mailed to The
Optimist Club of Westfield, P.O.
Box 2213, Westfield, N.J. 07091.
So far, 350 seniors have signed up
to attend.
All seniors must sign the blue
“Code of Conduct” form to receive
a bus-boarding pass for BASH 2008.
All seniors must take the bus and
are not allowed to drive. Bus service is from the WHS parking lot to
Ricochet Health and Racquet Club
in South Plainfield. Buses will begin departing at 10:30 p.m.
Activities at BASH 2008 include
music by DJ Jerry Benaquista, sumo
wrestling and pedestal jousting,
dancing, swimming, racquetball, volleyball, wallyball, pickleball, basketball, magic show, indoor games,
contests (lip synch, dance contest),
massages, manicures, handwriting
analysis, fortune telling, palm reading, caricaturists and food all night.

Gray Funeral Homes
Since 1897

– Obituaries –
Henry G. Ricardo, 89, DuPont Retiree;
Active In Church, Lions and Knights
Henry G. Ricardo, 89, of Garwood
died on Tuesday, June 3, at Robert
Wood Johnson University Hospital
in Rahway.
Born and raised in Westfield, he
lived in Garwood for more than 50
years.
Mr. Ricardo had been a plant buyer
for DuPont Co. in Newark for 36
years, retiring in 1982.
He served in the United States Army
during World War II.
Mr. Ricardo was a member of the
Holy Name Society of the Church of
St. Anne in Garwood, where he also
was an usher and lector. Additionally,
he was a member of the Garwood
Lions Club and the Garwood Knights
of Columbus, Monsignor Walsh
Council 5437, and the DuPont Athletic Club and Retirees Club.
Surviving are his wife of 50 years,
Mary LePore Ricardo; two sons,

Shirley Nicholson, 76
Shirley Wentzel Nicholson, 76,
of Fanwood died on Sunday, June 1,
at the Regency Grande Nursing
Center in Dover.
Born in Reading, Pa., she lived in
Fanwood for more than 40 years.
Mrs. Nicholson had been employed
as an office manager with National
Tool in Mountainside before retiring.
Her husband, Ronald, predeceased her in 1988.
Surviving are her children, Jeffrey Nicholson, Sheri Principe and
Lori Piazza; four grandchildren,
Courtney and Ashley Principe and
Kaitlin and Marc Piazza, and one
great-grandchild, Jakob.
Private arrangements were by the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood. For
additional information or to express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
June 12, 2008

Gerry Ricardo and John Ricardo, and
five grandchildren.
A Funeral Mass was offered on
Saturday, June 7, at the Church of St.
Anne.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Garwood
First Aid Squad, Garwood, N.J.
07027.
June 12, 2008

James B. Sweeney, 51
James B. Sweeney, 51, of
Westfield, formerly of Madison, died
on Monday, June 2.
Born in Jolla, Calif., he was raised
in Madison and lived in Westfield
for many years.
Mr. Sweeney was a reinsurance
claims mitigator for more than 20
years. He was a graduate of Upsala
College and received his Master of
Business Administration degree from
Rutgers University.
He was the devoted father of Richard, Thomas and Christopher
Sweeney; the beloved son of Betty
Martin Sweeney and the late William P. Sweeney, and the loving
brother of Beth Panucci, Meg Gillen,
Tom, Tim and Patrick Sweeney. Also
surviving is his former wife, Clair.
A Funeral Mass was offered on Friday, June 6, at St. Vincent Martyr
Church in Madison. Burial took place
at St. Vincent’s Cemetery in Madison.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory may be made to New Orleans Area Habitat for Humanity
(NOAHH), Attention: Development,
P.O. Box 15052, New Orleans, La.
70175.
June 12, 2008

Teen Summer Reading Club
To Kick Off This Monday
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, will offer an Online Summer Reading Club called “Metamorphosis @ Your Library” from Monday, June 16, to Saturday, August 16.
Those entering grades 6 to 12 who
are full-service library cardholders
and who have a valid e-mail address
are invited to become part of the club
via the Internet.
“Once registered, all teens have to
do is read,” said Adrienne Basso,
Youth Services librarian. “Participants then keep track of the number
of hours they read and enter the
hours in their Online Reading
Record. Club members can read any
material they choose and in any increment of time.”
All eligible participants must register online. Registration will begin on
June 16 and continue throughout the
summer. It can be done from any
Internet-ready computer, including
those located in the library. Prizes will
be awarded, including a free one-night
rental from the library’s DVD collec-

tion, for five hours of reading; a $5 gift
card from Cold Stone Creamery or
Starbucks, for 10 hours, and a new
hardcover book, for 20 hours. To get
started, access the library’s website at
wmlnj.org, select “Teens” and click
on “Summer Reading.”
For any additional information, call
(908) 789-4090, extension no. 4125.

Service Dogs Are Topic
Of Program Tomorrow
WESTFIELD – The Shetland
Sheepdog Club of Northern New Jersey will hold a presentation tomorrow, Friday, June 13, at 7:30 p.m. by
the Essex County Puppy Club entitled “The Eyes of Hope” at the
Westfield Community Center, located
at 558 West Broad Street.
Attendees will learn the history of
the Seeing Eye program, how puppies
are trained and how they are prepared
for a lifetime of service as guide dogs
for the visually impaired. Individuals
are asked to use the main entrance on
Palsted Avenue.

DEDICATION COMMITTEE…Temple Emanu-El of Westfield will host a
ribbon-cutting celebration for its new parking lot on Wednesday, June 18, from
7:30 to 8 p.m. Members of the public are invited to attend and refreshments will
be served. Participants will meet in the lobby of the temple at the rear of the
building, located at 756 East Broad Street in Westfield. Parking Lot Dedication
Committee members, from left to right, are: Eleanor Peris, Jonna Berman and
Nanci Pompan. For more information, call the temple office at (908) 232-6770.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.
Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the
personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or
cremation.
Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325
(908)-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707
(908)-276-0092

Charles J. Tombs
NJ Lic. Number 4006
Director
www.grayfuneralhomes.com
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Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

GOLDEN MOMENT…Members of the Westfield Area “Y” community honor Al
and Denise West on receiving the “Y”’s Golden Volunteer Award. Pictured at the
award presentation, from left to right, are: Tarajee Russell, Westfield Area “Y”
Teen Program coordinator; Brittany Pryor, a Youth of the Year; Al West, Justin
West, Denise West and Stephen Murphy, Westfield Area “Y” board chairman.

Al and Denise West Receive
Golden Volunteer Award
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” has announced that Al and Denise
West are the 2008 recipients of the
“Y”’s Golden Volunteer Award, the
highest award presented by the “Y.”
They were honored April 21 at the
“Y”’s annual meeting and Strong Kids
Campaign celebration at The
Westwood in Garwood.
The couple, who are residents of
Westfield, has been part of the “Y”’s
Black Achievers program since its
inception 10 years ago. Starting out

Activate America Youth
Invited to Celebration
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will host a year-end party for the
Seventh Grade Activate America participants and their families on Tuesday, June 17, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at
the main “Y” facility, located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield.
Guest speaker Dr. Marshall Mintz,
sports psychologist and managing
partner of Springfield Psychological
Associates, will speak to the children
and their families. He is a licensed
psychologist with specializations in
clinical and sport psychology.
In the beginning of the 2007-2008
school year, the Westfield Area “Y”
worked with local school officials to
collaborate on a new health and
wellness program for seventh graders.
All seventh graders residing in
Westfield, Cranford, Garwood or
Mountainside were eligible to receive
a complimentary limited membership
to the “Y” to take part in wellness and
nutritional programs in an effort to
join the YMCA’s nationwide Activate America initiative. More than
150 area youth have participated in
the program.
The year-end party will feature dinner, prizes, rock climbing and an obstacle course. For more information
or to respond, contact Jennifer
Hessberger at (908) 233-2700, extension no. 252, or e-mail
jhessberger@westfieldynj.org.

as the first Adult Achievers, they became a part of the committee, which
Mr. West later chaired.
They took special interest in the
program as the parents of Justin West,
who was a participant in the program.
In 2002, Mr. West accepted an invitation to become a member of the board.
The Golden Volunteer Award was
initiated in 1973, during the 50th anniversary of the Westfield YMCA, as
a way to honor individuals for outstanding service to the community
and to the “Y.”
The “Y” expressed congratulations
to Mr. and Mrs. West on receiving the
Golden Volunteer Award and thanked
them for their outstanding service and
dedication to the “Y,” the Black Achievers Program and the community. For
more information on Westfield Area
“Y” programs, call (908) 233-2700, or
visit westfieldynj.org.

Fitness Classes Are Set
To Begin In Borough
MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
Mountainside Recreation Department
has announced that its next session of
fitness classes will begin this month.
Yoga classes will be offered on
Thursdays from 7 to 8 p.m. beginning
June 26. Instructor Linda Green specializes in anusara yoga for healing,
therapy and alignment.
Body sculpting classes will be featured on Monday evenings beginning
June 30, from 7 to 7:45 p.m., led by
personal trainer Lucia Carannante.
Enrollment is limited, and registration must occur in advance. A minimum number of participants are
needed or the session may be cancelled. All fitness classes are held in
the Community Room on the second
floor of Mountainside Borough Hall,
located at 1385 Route 22, East, in
Mountainside.
Individuals may register at the recreation department. For more information, call (908) 232-0015, or visit
mountainside-nj.com/recreation.htm.

Robert Phillips Chosen as
New Deerfield Principal
By KATHERINE EMIRE-NIEVES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
announced at its May 27 meeting that
it had approved the appointment of
Robert Phillips as principal of its
Deerfield School, effective July 1
through June 30, 2009. Mr. Phillips is
replacing Jeanette Baubles, who took
the place of former Chief School Administrator Richard O’Malley.
Mr. Phillips comes to Mountainside
from the Bridgewater-Raritan school
district where he has been the principal of the Van Holten School, a K-4
school, for the past two years. Prior to
that position, he was the assistant
principal of the middle school in that
district, also for two years.
In an effort to get back to working
in middle school, Mr. Phillips decided to leave his position in
Bridgewater-Raritan and apply for
the Mountainside opening, which he
felt was an “excellent fit” for his K-8
administration experience, he told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.
“I have heard great things about
Mountainside,” he said, mentioning
that he liked the smaller size of the
district, and has extensive experience
with the same programs the district is
offering, such as Everyday Math,
guided reading, a reading workshop

and a writer’s workshop.
“I have a passion for technology,”
Mr. Phillips said, expressing his desire to propel the district forward in
terms of integrating technology into
the classrooms and school district
and help bring the schools up to date.
Mr. Phillips is originally from
Manville, but relocated to pursue his
educational goals. Before returning
to New Jersey, he taught middle school
social studies and math in Fairfax
County, Va., and later was the assistant principal of Oak View Elementary School, a K-6 school. He has
coached high school basketball, football, lacrosse and tennis.
He told The Leader and The Times
that he and his wife made the decision
to move back to New Jersey when
their first daughter was born so that
they could be closer to family and
their Somerset County roots.
Mr. Phillips has a Bachelor of Science degree in Economics from Pennsylvania State University, a master’s
degree in special education from
George Washington University and
an Education Specialist degree in educational leadership and policy studies from Virginia Tech. He lives in
Flemington with his wife, Lisa, and
his two daughters, Katie, 4, and Jessica, 1.
At Deerfield, he will be paid an
annual salary of $117,000.

Mobile Shredding Program
Heads to Vo-Tech June 26
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has announced that its next mobile
paper-shredding program will be available on Thursday, June 26, in Scotch
Plains on the campus of the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools.
The Union County Vo-Tech
Schools
are
located
at
1776 Raritan Road. The Cintas shredding company will be at the site from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., rain
or shine.
All Union County residents are
eligible to use the paper-shredding
service. Documents should not be
bound and plastic binders and
paperclips should be removed. Residents should continue to recycle nonconfidential papers and magazines

with their municipal recycling program. The shredding event will end
before 2 p.m. if the shredding truck
reaches capacity.
Documents are put into 96-gallon
containers provided by the shredding
company. The items are then dumped
onto a conveyor belt and put through
the shredder. Participants are welcome
to view the shredding process via a
closed-circuit television. The shredded
documents are then recycled, shipped
to paper mills and used as pulp.
The mobile shredding program is
paid for through funds from the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection Solid Waste Services Tax
Grant. For more information or directions, call (908) 654-9889 or visit
us online at ucnj.org/recycle.
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Mapp Beats Incumbent
In Plf. Council Primary

BANK ON IT…Westfield High School senior Pratik Mehta rests for a moment
with economics teacher and advisor Thomas Hornish, following a busy year of
successful competitions, resulting in a summer internship for Pratik at the
Federal Reserve Bank of New York.

Westfield Student Wins
Finance Club Competition
WESTFIELD – Pratik Mehta will
graduate from Westfield High School
in a few weeks with a promise of a
summer internship at the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York, as a result of his accomplishments in the
Wall Street Finance Club competition, which the Federal Bank sponsors.
Pratik was one of 30 students who
submitted essays reviewed by a panel
of federal officials and investment
bankers. His was one of eight essays
chosen in the semi-finalist round. The
next step in the competition required
oral presentation of the paper.
Pratik received the highest score
among the four finalists, and was
offered his choice of several summer
internships in the economic sector.
He participated in seminars
throughout the year, hosted by the
Wall Street Finance Club, at the encouragement of Westfield High
School economics teacher Thomas
Hornish, who also serves as advisor
in the school’s Euro-Challenge and
Fed-Challenge programs.
Together with Sandra Ford, a math-

ematics teacher at Westfield High
School, Mr. Hornish volunteers his
time to help prepare students for these
high-level competitions.
“Mr. Hornish and Ms. Ford have
been very helpful to me,” Pratik said.
“It all started with my economics
class with Mr. Hornish, who has had
such a big influence on me.”
Mr. Hornish said Pratik has been
an active and dedicated member of
the school as a student over the years.
“Pratik was on the first Euro-Challenge team that took third place in
2006,” Mr. Hornish said, “and he has
been an enthusiastic and outstanding
student.”
The Westfield High School senior,
who will be attending New York University Stern School of Business in
the fall, also received notification that
he has been named a National Merit
Scholarship winner.
He will receive $2,500, a national
achievement scholarship that was
awarded to 2,500 students from a
pool of approximately 15,000 finalists in 2008.

PLAINFIELD — Former Union
County Freeholder Adrian Mapp will
be getting his old job back. A former
Plainfield councilman prior to his
election as a freeholder in 2004, Mr.
Mapp defeated incumbent Third Ward
Councilman Don Davis in the June 3
Democratic Primary.
In addition to his victory, his running mate, Annie McWilliams, the
daughter of the late former mayor Al
McWilliams, defeated Council President Harold Gibson for an at-large
council seat, by a vote of 1,785 to
1,075.
Mr. Mapp, who was bounced from
the county line in his quest for a
second freeholder term last November, will not face any opposition in
the General Election in November.
Ms. McWilliams will face Republican candidate Deborah Dowe.
Mr. Mapp beat Mr. Davis, by a vote
of 462 to 371. A third contender,
Olive Lynch, finished third with 149
tallies, according to the Union County
Clerk’s website.
Mr. Mapp said he ran for a seat on
the council because he thought the
city council was going in the wrong
direction over the past two years under the administration of Mayor
Sharon Robinson-Briggs.
“I believe Plainfield needs leadership at this given point in time,” he
said during a phone interview on Friday. “The level of frustration with
[the current] leadership has been at
an all-time high.”
“I believe my victory has sent a
very loud and clear message to our
council and mayor and our leaders
that they are not [listening] to the

and Thursdays from 6:30 to 10 p.m.
The last session will be on November
13.
Volunteers must be at least 18 years
old, reside in Union County and have
their own cars.
The training sessions will be conducted at the Rape Crisis Center,
located in the Union County Ralph
Froehlich Public Safety Building,
300 North Avenue East, in
Westfield.
Following training, volunteers are
asked to commit to one year of service, working three shifts per month.
The Union County Rape Crisis
Center offers confidential individual
and group counseling for victims of
sexual assault, including incest, and
for their families and significant
others. Volunteers also staff a 24hour hotline, (908) 233-RAPE
(7273).
To volunteer, or for more information, call the Rape Crisis Center at
(908) 233-7273.

Local’s Granddaughter
Receives Scholarship
WESTFIELD – Sarah Blonsky,
granddaughter of Milford Blonsky of
Westfield, graduated from Wausau
East High School in Wisconsin on
June 3.
Sarah was a valedictorian graduate at
Wausau East High School with a perfect 4.0 average during her four- year
attendance. Her academic standing allowed her to receive a State of Wisconsin Academic Excellence Scholarship.
She also received a Wausau Community Foundation Scholarship and
scholarships for her work as editor of
the high school yearbook and officer
of the Spanish club. She will be attending the University of WisconsinMadison this September as a freshman majoring in the biology and premed program.

Larkin Graduates
From U. of South
SCOTCH PLAINS – On May 11,
Morgan Frances Larkin of Scotch Plains
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in English from the
University of the South. Morgan is the
child of Mr. and Mrs. John Stephen
Larkin.
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lowed by Mr. Kelly, 6,501, and Justin
Michael Murphy of Tabernacle,
6,383.
Darcy Replaces Stainton as
Corzine’s Press Secretary
Governor Jon Corzine has named
Sean Darcy as his new press secretary, replacing former Gannett reporter Lilo Stainton, who has left to
become communications director
with the state’s Meadowlands Commission. Mr. Darcy previously was
spokesman for former governors Richard Codey and James McGreevey.
No More Free Pass for
Transit Ex-Officials
Former New Jersey Transit and
New Jersey Turnpike Authority board
directors and executives will no longer
be able to travel without paying tolls
or transit fares, The Star Ledger has
reported.
Forty-nine former N.J. Transit
board members and executive directors have been told to turn in their
passes that they have used to ride N.J.
Transit’s trains, buses and light rail
lines for free. Another 23 officials
have been instructed to turn in EZPass tags they received when they
left their jobs.
Ex-Irvington Mayor Indicted
For Misconduct, Bribery
A state grand jury last week indicted former Irvington Mayor
Michael Steele for misconduct and
bribery for allegedly rigging school
contracts while he was the Irvington
school district’s business administrator, according to The Star Ledger.

The items
below are
on Sale!

Store Open
Sunday

90

Conundrum 2006
Soft tropical notes of guava and cherimoya, also peach and honeysuckle. The rich
perfume is supported by concentrated and focused layers of peach and apricot
nectar, pear and green melon with spicy vanilla notes. The creamy
$
texture and balanced acidity carries through the palate for a long finish.

92

WINE
SPECTATOR
POINTS

90

Prices effective through
Tues., July 1, 2008
Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

ShopRite Wines & Spirits has always been synonymous with great prices,
variety and service. We carry the finest wines for the most discriminating
palate at impressive prices.

WINE
SPECTATOR
POINTS

WINE
SPECTATOR
POINTS

21.99

Joseph Phelps Napa Cabernet 2005
Smooth-textured, supple and harmonious, with subtle layers of currant, spice, herb,
anise and light cedary oak, ending with a graceful mix of ripe fruit and fine-grained
tannins. Drink now through 2013.
$

39.99

Chimney Rock Cabernet Stags Leap 2005
Elegant and supple, showing herb, tobacco and tea-laced currant and black cherry
flavors that are complex and well-proportioned, with a long, lingering finish. $

39.99

Allegrini Amarone 2003

. . . . . . .Classic
VINTAGE 95-100
90-94 . . . .Outstanding
85-89 . . . . . Very Good
RATING 80-84 . . . . . . . . . Good
. . . . . . . Average
SCALE: 70-79
60-69 . . .Below Average

Reveals a super-opulent, engaging texture packed with sweet cocoa, dark fruit, cassis,
blackberries, roasted coffee beans and licorice. It finishes with notable length and
surprising finish for the vintage. This medium to full-bodied wine is an
$
outstanding example of a more restrained, clean style of Amarone.

64.99

90 Points or More... For $30 or Less!

Grgich Hills
Fume Blanc 2006

Allegrini La Grola
2004

Qupé Syrah
Central Coast 2006

Crisp and refreshing, with
fragrant lime, mango, Meyer
lemon and papaya flavors that
are delicately balanced,
finishing with mouthwatering
acidity and a smooth, rich
texture. Drink now.

Made from super-ripe fruit that
is decidedly structured and
explodes from the glass
with an array of earthiness,
blackberry preserves, sweet
toasted oak and new leather.
It too is a superb value. Best
between 2008-2014.
Wine Adovcate : 90
$19.99

There is a lot of edge to
this complex, meaty Syrah.
The fruit has a high toned
cranberry character and the
aromas are full, with rose-tothe-petal-to-the-metal intensity.
It ends firm and fresh.
Wine & Spirits : 91 $14.99

$24.99

Dill laced oak and dried currant
and black cherry form a rich,
tight, complex core of flavors
that give this a tight focus and a
long, persistent finish. Drink
now through 2013.

Wine Spectator : 90

Rocca Delle Macie
Chianti Classico
Riserva DOCG 2004
This is full and rich with lots of
mineral, berry and vanilla
character. Round and silky; long
and satisfying. A smart buy.

$26.99

Wine Spectator : 90

Shingleback
Shiraz 2005

A pleasingly rich texture
dominated by citrusy grapefruit
flavor. It is smoky and a little
honeyed. Great with roast
sturgeon or other fleshy fish.
Wine & Spirits : 90
$12.99

OF THE MONTH
Cat Amongst The Pigeons
Shiraz/Cabernet 2006

908-322-5150

This Shiraz/Cabernet has a nearly impenetrable
color. The aromatics offer brooding black fruits,
tar, espresso and licorice. On the palate it
borders on opulent with gobs of sweet fruit,
ripe flavors and a remarkable long, pure finish.

www.puglisi-insurance.com

Our 68th Year

“We Service Our Clients.”

$15.99

Wine Advocate: 91

Cat Amongst The Pigeons
Shiraz 2006
Opaque purple with an alluring nose of spice
box, pepper, blueberry and blackberry. Opulent
on the palate, this full-bodied wine has layers of
flavor, ripe fruit, excellent balance and enough
structure to evolve for a few years.

A Family Institution Providing
Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

$15.99

Wine Advocate: 92

90

Wine
Enthusiast
Points

La Marca Prosecco NV
Delicate, well-balanced Prosecco,
showing a good blend of baked
apple, sour lemon and grapefruit,
with a lightly creamy mineral texture on the palate. Medium froth,
with some body and a pleasant
lemon and mineral finish.
Wine Spectator : 90 $10.99

Concha y Toro 2005
Casillero del Diablo
Reserva Privada
A blend of Cabernet Sauvignon
and Syrah, this Reserva
Privada offers currant and black
pepper scents over a firm
texture; its tannins support the
wine's refreshing fruit character.
Wine & Spirits : 90 $14.99

Treana White 2006

SPECIAL

1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

$19.99

Honig
Sauvignon Blanc 2006

Powerful and intense on the
nose, with jammy blackberry
fruit framed by lashings of
vanilla, but more intriguing
and complex on the palate,
as the flavors add layers of
cola, coffee and chocolate.
Wine Advocate : 90 $14.99

Peerless - Travelers of NJ
Selective - Progressive

Fire Guts Texas Governor’s
Mansion; Arson Suspected
Arson is suspected in a fire that
caused severe damage to the Texas
Governor’s Mansion in Austin, ABC
News reported. The 152-year-old
Greek Revival-style structure was
undergoing a $10-million renovation.
Governor Rick Perry, a Republican,
and his family were not living there
during the work. Mr. Perry succeeded
George W. Bush as governor upon
Mr. Bush’s ascension to the Presidency.
Camille Andrews Wins Primary
To Place Husband in Congress
Camille Andrews of Haddon
Heights, the wife of Rep. Rob
Andrews, won easily on Primary Election night against two opponents and
will face Republican Dale Glading in
the fall election in an effort to succeed her husband in representing the
state’s First Congressional District.
Mr. Andrews lost his bid in the Democratic Party’s U.S. Senate Primary to
Sen. Frank Lautenberg. The First
District is considered a strong Democratic district.
Myers Wins Third Dist. Primary,
Will Face Adler in General Election
Chris Myers of Medford defeated
two opponents, including Ocean
County Freeholder John Kelly of West
Creek on June 3 to win the GOP
nomination. He will face Democratic
State Senator John Adler of Cherry
Hill in November in the quest to replace retiring Rep. Jim Sexton (R3rd). In a divisive campaign, Mr.
Myers garnered 12,374 tallies fol-

the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

Honig Cabernet 2005

AUTO / HOME / BUSINESS

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Sunrise Cellars

Wine Spectator : 90

Specializing in:

In Politics

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

WINES WITH
RATINGS OF

Puglisi Insurance Agency

Peek at the Week

Wines & Spirits

County Rape Crisis Center
Offers Volunteer Training
ELIZABETH – The Union County
Rape Crisis Center seeks volunteer
advocates to register for its fall training program beginning in September.
Volunteer advocates who complete
the 40-hour training become part of
the Center’s crisis response team.
The training focuses on sexual
trauma, domestic violence, sexual harassment, cultural issues related to
sexual abuse, date rape and drugs,
and the legal and emotional issues
that confront victims.
“Union County’s volunteers are
well-trained and fully prepared to
respond to victims of sexual violence
and abuse over the phone on the 24hour hotline,” said Angel Estrada,
chair of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders. “Our volunteers
also act as in-person advocates who
accompany victims to hospital emergency rooms, police interviews and
courts.”
Starting on September 23, the training sessions will be held on Tuesdays

Peyton's

desires of the citizens,” he said.
Mr. Mapp said Mayor RobinsonBriggs and the council have to address the city’s pressing needs, which
he listed as economic conditions and
the quality-of-life for residents.
Noting the city’s strong Democrat
leaning, he said Ms. McWilliams will
likely be victorious in November.
“It’s going to be a great partnership,” Mr. Mapp said.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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Sincerity Organic Wines

Merlot/Cabernet
Sauvignon 2003

Chardonnay 2004

With depth of fruit and lushness,
coffee, popcorn and chocolate
appear throughout its creamy, rich
profile. Along the way, berry and
cassis flavors thrive.

Your Choice!

With plenty of power and style,
butterscotch, apple and almond
smother the bouquet while exotic
pear and banana flavors blend
harmoniously with clean toasty
barrel notes. Quite impressive.

$13.99

This 2006 white is as rich and
crisply acidic as ever, with
fantastically complex, honeyed
tropical fruit, apricot and floral
flavors that taste like they
have a touch of botrytis.
Wine Enthusiast : 94 $16.99

Bouchaine
Chardonnay 2005
Nice, dry and complex, a crisp
wine with quite a bit of
minerality undergirding the
fruit and oak. Feels fine and
balanced in the mouth, and
should take a couple years
in the cellar.
Wine Enthusiast : 90 $18.99

Heidsieck
Monopole
Blue Top NV

Elegant and expressive, this
delivers floral, pear and toffee
flavors matched to a creamy
texture. Beautifully integrated,
this lingers nicely on the
mineral finish. Drink now
thru 2010.
Wine Spectator : 91 $26.99

Neyers
Chardonnay 2006
A dry white table wine, this
Chardonnay has a nice, smoky
nose of hazelnuts, honeyed
citrus, and a touch of tropical
fruits in medium to full-bodied
wine with, again, great fruit
purity, richness and zesty
underlying acidity.

Wine Advocate : 90

$21.99

Tasca Lamùri
Nero d’Avola 2004
"Immediately appealing with its
bright ruby color, frutti di bosco
flavors and fresh pine forest
aromas, this wine packs plenty of
stuffing onto its lithe frame. It
feels simultaneously modern and
ancient, a rich savor that's firmly
Mediterranean. A sleek partner
for grilled rack of lamb."

Wine & Spirits: 90

$14.99

Bennett Lane
Maximus 2005
Aromas of dark cocoa, plum,
ripe black cherry and subtle
hints of vanilla. Flavors of
black cherry, plum, blueberry
and subtle layers of cinnamon,
nutmeg and cedar on the
palate. With elegant, velvety
tannins that enhance the
mouthfeel, the wine has a long
fruit driven finish.

Wine Spectator : 90

$24.99

MORE GREAT WINE VALUES
Pio Cesare
Barolo 2003
Has fabulous blackberry and
mineral, with hints of toasty
oak. Full-bodied, with chewy
tannins and a long, long
finish. Very concentrated, yet
racy and structured...
Gorgeous. Best after 2009.
Wine Spectator : 91 $49.99

La Crema
Sonoma Coast
Pinot Noir 2006
Engaging aromas of ripe, round
cherry, floral notes, spicy clove and
licorice. Cherry continues in the
mouth, melding with rich plum,
orange peel and tea leaves over a
mouth-watering jamminess. Balanced
acidity and firm tannins round out a
long, lingering finish.
$17.99

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirts of Westfield, 333 South Ave., (908) 232-8700. All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Prices and products featured are available only at participating
ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores listed above. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold
to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Effective Wed., June 11 thru Tues., July 1, 2008.
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BLUE DEVILS FINISH 31-1, 2-YEAR RECORD OF 61-1

Netravali, Snyder Capture
NJSIAA Doubles Net Title
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Just days after the No. 1-ranked
Westfield High School boys tennis
team was dethroned by No. 3
Delbarton 3-2, for the Tournament of
Champions (TOC) title, senior Ravi
Netravali and sophomore Justin
Snyder received the top seed for the
NJSIAA Doubles Tournament and
successfully marched to the title after
stopping third-seeded Merritt Branch
and Bob Gorczakowski of Ridge in
the championship match, 3-6, 6-4, 61. The two Blue Devils had defeated
the Ridge pair in a regular-season
match, 7-6 (8-6), 6-1.
Blue Devil junior Dean Thompson

made it to the “Sweet 16” in the
singles tournament before being
stopped in the fourth round by Andrew Weeden of Bridgewater-Raritan,
6-4, 6-2.
Netravali and Snyder did not lose a
game until they defeated Alex
Massoneau and Greg Weitzmer
(Montgomery), 6-1, 6-1, in the third
round. After winning a pair of 6-0, 61, matches, they advanced to the semifinals where they eliminated fourthseeded West Windsor-Plainsboro
South’s Dan Ng and Demetri Vrahnos,
6-0, 6-2.
“It was almost too easy. They lost
something like five games going into
the final match. You could see they

had an attitude with Ridge that it was
going to be easy again. But give the
Ridge team a lot of credit. They were
relaxed and took advantage of it on
the first set. Ravi and Justin didn’t let
that bother them. They started all
over again, came out and dominated
like they were capable of doing,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner.
Ranked No. 1 all season, the Blue
Devils, who won the TOC last year,
won every tournament this season
and swept the Union County Tournament (UCT) before handing the TOC
crown to Delbarton, finishing 31-1
and ending their winning streak at 61.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Martin Sweeney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUTTING OUT A BIG PUSH…Raider Mike Alleman follows through on one of his throws at the Meet of Champions last
week in South Plainfield. Alleman finished second in the state with a throw of 64-4.

This photo was organized by David Corbin with the cooperation of Head Coach George Kapner after the
Blue Devils swept Union County Tournament in Plainfield. See 08apr25-uct-tennis on Leader archives

ALLEMEN 2ND IN SHOT; BERGO 2ND IN T.J., 3RD H.J.

Local Athletes Have Strong
Showing at ‘MOC’ Track
By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin (May 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EXCELLENT TENNIS SEASON…The Blue Devils won every tournament this season and swept the Union County
Tournament before handing the Tournament of Champions crown to Delbarton to finish 31-1. The Blue Devil boys include
Ryan Shallcross, Ravi Netravali, Evan Eisenberg, Jared Greene, Matt Gralla, Melvin Diep, Dean Thompson, Greg
Luppescu, James Chu, Justin Snyder, Graeme Stahl, Scott Bernstein and Adam Reich.

B’ball Raiders Finish 18-7-1,
Should Be Stronger in 2009
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This seasons Scotch PlainsFanwood High School baseball team
made huge strides in its quest to
capture the Union County, Sectional
and Conference titles. Finishing with
an 18-7-1 record, the Raiders featured three seniors, two juniors, four
sophomores and one freshman that
finished with an impressive .362
batting average that included 245
runs, 15 homeruns, 14 triples, 57
doubles and 177 base hits.
“We came into the season knowing that we had to put a very young
team out on the field. They proved
that they were worthy to be on that
varsity field and I think that the future is very bright for us. The young
guys have a good mentality and a
good work ethic whereby they want
to get better. Hopefully we will continue to do that and get to that next
level winning a county and a sectional title,” said Raider Head Coach
Tom Baylock.

The Raiders defeated Dayton and
Summit before being burned with a
two-run homer in the bottom of the
eighth by Elizabeth in the semifinals
of the Union County Tournament
(UCT).
“Summit was a very hot team, winning nine of their last ten games.
William Hubbard came in, shut them
down and we got back to the semifinals for the first time in about five
years. In the semi’s, Gary Binkiewicz
pitched an awesome game,” said
coach Baylock.
In the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 Tournament, the Raiders
shutout South Plainfield, 4-0, in the
first round before falling to Warren
Hills 11-7.
“We wanted to make the state tournament with a young team. That was
our goal. We went to Warren Hills,
took a lead in the sixth inning then
fell a little short, which I think was
due to a little bit of inexperience,”
said coach Baylock.
The Raiders shared Watchung Con-

ference top honors with Elizabeth for
the second consecutive year.
“We kind of backed our way into
the championship with Westfield who
forfeited their last three to four conference games and that took them out
of contention,” noted Baylock.
The low point of the season came
with a 13-12 loss to Westfield.
“We got a bad call on the bases
when it was 12-12 in the seventh and
they wound up beating us on a single
by Olsen,” said coach Baylock.
Sophomore pitcher Binkiewicz
compiled a 7-2 record – losing to
Elizabeth and Westfield – with a 1.94
ERA.
“He had an ERA that is under two.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

SOUTH PLAINFIELD— Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and
Westfield High School athletes took
home a number of state medals at the
NJSIAA track & field Meet of Champions at Frank Jost Field in South
Plainfield on June 5.
For one last time, eager spectators
gathered around the shot put area to
watch Raider senior Mike Alleman
and Morristown High School freshman Nick Vena launch their 12-pound
shots more than 60 feet beyond the
circle. Alleman, who beat Vena at the
Group III Championships and broke
the Union County shot record with a
throw of 66-0.5, stepped into the circle
looking to defend his state shot put
title he won last spring.
After both competitors threw in the
62-63 foot range during preliminaries, Vena mustered a 65-3.5 blast,
bettering Alleman’s best of 64-4, to
claim the state title. The two will
meet again at Nike Outdoor Nationals on June 21 in Greensboro, N.C.
“I threw 64 feet, which isn’t bad,
but I was definitely hoping for a little
bit more,” said the UConn-bound
Alleman, who placed second in the
event. “I was definitely hoping to end
senior year taking the title.”
Alleman also went to place fourth
in the discus with a throw of 162-11
later that evening.
On the Raider girls’ side, senior
Carlaya Jones finished 13th in the
shot put with a throw of 38-8. Her
teammate, senior Erin Rossi, placed
17th in the discus with a toss of 10710 and 24th in the shot put with a
throw of 35-4. 9 Jordan Gray of Governor Livingston placed ninth in the
400 meters with a time of 57.23.
Blue Devil senior Adam Bergo had
a stellar evening, placing second in the
triple jump with a leap of 48-10 and
tying for third in the high jump, clearing 6-8. Qaadir Tudor of West Orange
won the high jump with a height of 6-

10 and Montez Blair of Timber Creek
placed second also at 6-10. Chris
Phipps of Lodi won the triple jump
with a distance of 49-04.25.
Bergo, who cleared 7-0 in the high
jump this past winter, came into the
meet with high expectations. On
Thursday, he failed to clear 6-10. “I
said to myself, ‘I want the gold!’ It’s
okay though. I wanted to try to get 70 one last time.”
Despite his shortcomings, Bergo took
nothing for granted. “It was a good year
altogether,” he said with a smile.
Bergo’s teammate, junior Jordan
Johnson, tied for 19th place overall in
the high jump by clearing 6-2.
In the javelin, Blue Devil senior
Brandon Heroux capped off his season by placing third in the state with
a throw of 195-7 behind Brian Florek
of Old Bridge, who had a toss of 20101, and Cody Unger of Jefferson,
who had a throw of 200-03. With a

personal best of 202-4 from Sectionals
this spring, Heroux came into Thursday with the second farthest throw in
the state this year.
“I was hoping for a little better
here,” Heroux said, but like Bergo, he
was pleased nonetheless. “It was a
good season,” he said.
Heroux will be a freshman at William & Mary next year.
Union Catholic Viking Garrett Ellis
crossed fourth in the 400 meters with
a time of 49.24. Mike Suarez, Shariff
Stubbs, Obinna Nwafor and Ellis
placed sixth in the 4x400 at 3:19.12.
Nwafor placed sixth in the long jump
with a leap of 21-08.75 and Blue
Devil Malcolm Allen placed 24th with
a jump of 19-02.5. Viking DJ Thornton
placed 21st in the 1,600 with a time of
4:27.75 and Ryan Kilkenny placed
26th in the 800 at 2:00.43.
Raynor Dinitzio contributed
Alleman’s quote to the story.

WESTFIELD

One Lincoln Plaza
Ackerman Development

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY JUNE 15th, 1-4PM
SPECIAL PRICING ON SELECT MODELS!
Special Pricing from $499,000
Eight Luxury condos, premier in-town location w/on-site
parking. Individual basement storage. Blanco SS sink with control valves by Jado,Viking dishwasher with SS finish, 36" Viking
or 30" Sub-Zero refrigerator with SS front, cooktops or
ranges by Viking, SS Viking chimney style venting hood.
Contact: Gloria Kraft
Direct 908-616-8146 • Office 908-233-5555

Introducing, by Popular Demand

Handyman Services
Building Yesteryear Today
908-232-6380

www.simpsonsbuilders.com

BUYING, SELLING or INVESTING in REAL ESTATE ??
Contact ǲ  ǳ today

Properties Unlimited
REALTORS®

Office:

908-233-9292 ext. 5495

200 NORTH AVENUE EAST ʹ WESTFIELD, NJ
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

TEAM DIRECT: 1-877-285-2477

CELL: 908-477-5379

GEORGE BIPS

TEAM LEADER
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®
VISIT OUR ONLINE REAL ESTATE CENTER 24 HOURS A DAY AT:

www.FinePropertiesTeam.com

Page 12

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, June 12, 2008

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Devil’s Den

In a Great Sports State,
N.J.’s ‘Titletown’ Is …
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY FOR THE PUTTING COURSE…Madison Golf Club Superintendent
Pat Quinlan, left, and Head Pro Craig Lindsay stand by the nine-hole “tricky”
putting green set up by Dave Corbin of The Westfield Leader.

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:
50+ DIVISION A (as of June 8):
TEAM
W
Bare Necessities
8
Buffy’s Tavern
7
Awnings Galore
5
Iceman’s Karaoke
4
American Legion/LLG
3
D&K Associates
2
50+ DIVISION B:
TEAM
W
SMC
9
Re/Max
5
KMD Tuning
4
Northwestern Mutual
4
Associated Auto Parts
1
The Office
1
SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM
W
Kilkenny House
5
Creative Industries
5
Commerce Bank
3
Associated Auto Silver
1
LA Law
0

L
1
1
3
3
6
7
L
0
5
5
6
8
8
L
0
1
5
5
6

Bare Necessities 17, Awnings 6
Keith Gibbons, Bob O’Gonush,
Gary Pence and Tony Radice rapped
three hits each for Necessities.
O’Gunush, Joe Massimino, Harry
Semple and Tony Williams blasted
monstrous homers.
KMD Tuning 19, The Office 1
Pete Byer, Cliff DeAnna & Paul
Taeschler (HR) led KMD’s explosive
offense.
RE/MAX 14, Associated Auto 6
RE/MAX received four hits from
Steve Kraemer and three hits apiece
from Dan D’Arcy, Sal Labella and Al
Temple.
SMC 17, Northwestern 9
The Realtors were led on offense
by Pete Osborn with three hits.

Bare Necessities 8, Buffy’s 3
Bob O’Gonush, Joe Massimino
(HR) and Tom Straniero rapped three
hits each for Necessities.
KMD 21, Northwestern 2
KMD’s explosive attack included
four hits each from Cliff DeAnna,
Bill Early and pitcher Ed Quinn. Anthony Abbaleo slammed a homerun
for the Insurers.
The Office 15, Associated Auto 13
(8-innings)
The Office tied the game with three
runs in the seventh and then scored
three in the eighth to win. Officers
Rich Goski and Lou Koehler had
three hits each and Glen Zuhl whacked
homer and had four RBI. AAP’s Paul
Brody, John Esposito (3-run HR) and
Joe Sarica had three hits each.
Creative 12, Commerce 4
Winning pitcher Tom Lombardi
held the potent offense of the Bankers
to just nine hits, while teammate Karl
Grossmann produced two triples, a
single and three RBI. Grossmann is
now batting .790 for the season.
Kilkenny House 21, Associated Silver 6
The Housemen exploded for 28
hits, sparked by three hits each from
Howie Busch, Skip Shihar, John
Wieczerak and Gary Wiese.
Buffy’s Tavern 15, D&K 6
American Legion/LLG 14,
Iceman’s Karaoke 8
SMC 9, RE/MAX 2
D&K Associates 10, American Legion/LLG 6

Once upon a time there was a great
newspaper in New Jersey, the Newark
Evening News. It had great pro sports
writers, great college sports writers
and, best of all for a young guy growing up a high school sports junkie,
great scholastic sports writers.
Guys like Herb Stutz, Bill Robinson,
Walt Essbach and, the best of them all,
the late, great Ray DeGraw. After the
News became the latest of many great
“evening” newspapers to fold in the
early 1970s, DeGraw became the sports
editor at the Morristown Daily Record,
and I was one of his first hires, back in
1973. Those were easily the five best
years of my journalism career. “The
glory days,” Ray used to call them,
before the Bruce Springsteen song of
the same name.
I’ve thought a lot about Ray recently, as my research of the winningest
high school teams in state history finally ends. It was Ray DeGraw, in his
“School Whirl” column at the News,
who first dubbed Westfield as
“Titletown.” I’m pretty sure he did this
before anybody gave Green Bay, Wis.,
the moniker, and well before ESPN
decided to have its “Titletown” contest.
Now, after nearly two decades of
going through old record books, yearbooks and newspaper microfilm to
track down every state team and every
state individual championship won by
every public school in New Jersey, the
research is over. Starting in 1918-19,
the year the New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association began
holding state championships, through
this current 2007-08 school year –
that’s 90 seasons, 30 varsity sports,
well over 300 schools, and nearly
20,000 (the actual number is 19,115)
team and individual/relay titles that
have been won.
So who is the best high school?
What is the best sports school/town in
the sports-mad Garden State? New
Jersey is not only one of the most
populated states — and the No. 1 most
densely populated state — it is also
one of America’s premier sports states.
And there is one school that stands
above them all, one school that has
won more state group championships

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”

Weic he r t

Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

GARWOOD

$579,900

New construction, stately 4 bedroom, 2.1 bath colonial.
Kitchen with granite & stainless steel, family room
fireplace. WSF0114
Westfield
908-233-5555

WESTFIELD

$389,000

Completely renovated 3 bedroom brick cape. New
kitchen, paint, carpet, landscaping, windows, patio & drive.
Huge master. WSF0144
Westfield
908-233-5555

WESTFIELD

$712,500

New construction colonial.Kitchen with granite and
stainless, large family room with fireplace, 4bedrooms and
much more. WSF9303
Westfield
908-233-5555

WESTFIELD

$1,129,000

Fabulous custom colonial renovation complete with 4
bedrooms, 2.1 baths, eat-in kitchen with granite & much
more. WSF0937
Westfield
908-233-5555

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Sales Associate

KENILWORTH

Weic he r t

Thomas Bianco
Sales Associate

$279,900

4 bedroom colonial with central air and 2 car detached
garage. Great opportunity to own your own home.
WSF0068
Westfield
908-233-5555

SCOTCH PLAINS

$385,000

Adorable ranch in private setting surrounded by the
Watchung Reservation. Eat-in kitchen, cac, 2 fireplaces
& more. WSF0038
Westfield
908-233-5555

WESTFIELD

$2,199,000

One of a kind Wychwood Tudor completely upgraded. 4
bedrooms, fabulous gourmet kitchen, family room
fireplace & more. WSF0126
Westfield
908-233-5555

WESTFIELD

$699,000

Updated colonial in great location. Spacious kitchen with
dining area, screened porch, family room fireplace, deck
& more. WSF0377
Westfield
908-233-5555

Jill Horowitz Rome
Sales Associate

PLAINFIELD

— team and individual/relay — than
any other school, by a fairly wide
margin.
And that school is … cue up the
Beach Boys’ 1964 classic “Be True to
Your School” …
When some loud braggart tries to
put me down
And say his school is great, I tell him
right away,
‘Now what’s the matter buddy, ain’t
you heard of my school?
It’s number one in the state.’
That’s right … Westfield Senior High
School.
The Blue Devils.
As the line goes in the school’s alma
mater goes, “Westfield victorious, the
champions of all.”
With 103 state team champions and
251 state individual/relay champions,
WHS has a grand total of 354 state
championships, easily outdistancing
outstanding athletic schools like
Haddonfield (324), Asbury Park (323),
Trenton (322), Willingboro (297) and
Plainfield (296).
This is a very big deal, folks. Think
about it: State championships are not
that easily won, either team or individually. One slip, one momentary
lapse, one bad pitch, one injury or
illness and — poof — it’s wait until
next year. The graveyard of runnersup
and third-place finishers is filled with
plenty of “could’ve been the best-ever”
teams and individuals.
And let us not forget that we’re
talking about a public high school that’s
always been at least as well known for
its academic excellence, with a list of
graduates from Ivy League and other
top colleges longer than the list of
Elvis’ and the Beatles’ No. 1 singles
combined.
A negative person might say that
most of WHS’s champion(ship)s have
come from the swimming (32 team,
118 individual) and tennis (20 team, 8
individual) teams — roughly 50 percent. But you could say the same thing
about Asbury Park, Trenton, Bernards
and Willingboro, which all have more
than 80 percent of their total coming
from track and field or cross-country.
(WHS, for the record, has won 22 team
and 100 individual/relay state titles in
cross-country, indoor and spring track;
and its 14 football titles are twice as
many as noted power Phillipsburg.)
And, most important, most of those
titles were won in Group 4, competing
against the big boys and girls, where
it’s much harder to win a state title than
in any other group.
WHS has had state team championships in 14 different sports (boys basketball, boys bowling, boys cross-country, football, boys golf, boys lacrosse,
boys and girls soccer, boys and girls
swimming, boys and girls tennis, boys
indoor and spring track) and state individual champions in 14 sports (boys
bowling, boys cross-country, girls fencing, boys golf, boys and girls gymnastics, boys and girls swimming, boys
and girls tennis, boys and girls indoor
track, boys spring track and wrestling).
Only Haddonfield 19, Moorestown

Weic he r t

$809,999

WESTFIELD

$479,000

Sure, there’ve been some heartbreaks
along the way. Plenty of them, in fact.
But it’s only when you’ve experienced
the bad times that you can totally enjoy
the good times. And the good times
have far outnumbered the bad.
Bottom line: No school has done it
better, longer or more often than
Westfield.
THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
Success is usually failure plus a little
more effort.
STATES UPDATE
Congratulations to senior Ravi
Netravali and sophomore Justin Snyder,
who captured the state Doubles Tournament championship with a three-set
victory over a team from Ridge. They
are the first WHS boys doubles champion, matching Lisa Aliche and Jessica
Bender’s triumph three years ago. The
only boys single state champion was
Dave Robinson in 1976.
A great effort by seniors Adam Bergo
and Brandon Heroux at the track Meet
of Champions last week. Bergo finished third in the high jump and was
the leader in the triple jump until the
final jump. Heroux finished third in
the javelin.
IN PASSING
Ellas Bates, aka Ellas McDaniel, and
better known to all those who grew up
in the early days of rock-and-roll as Bo
Diddley, passed away last week in
Florida at the ripe ol’ age of 79. Diddley
was famous for his horn-rimmed
glasses, his rectangular or rocketpointed Gretsch guitars and, of course,
the famous “Bo Diddley Beat” the backbone of many rock-and-roll classics.
And while The Den despises all
things Nike, we do have to admit that
one of the best commercials of all time
included Diddley in the “Bo Knows”
ads for Nike cross-training shoes featuring multi-sport pro athlete Bo Jackson. Jackson comes on with Kirk
Gibson (“Bo knows baseball”), John
McEnroe (“Bo knows tennis”),
Michael Jordan (“Bo knows basketball”), Mary Decker (“Bo knows running”), and many, many others. In the
best one, Jackson unsuccessfully tries
to play the guitar and Bo Diddley says,
“Bo, you don’t know Diddley.”
Last Saturday came news of Jim
McKay’s passing at age 86. McKay’s
“Wide World of Sports” was arguably
the greatest sports program TV has ever
had. “The thrill of victory and the agony
of the defeat” came from the show’s
introduction, and McKay went everywhere to cover everything, from the
biggest to the oddest. Best of all, McKay
was never bigger than the event he was
covering, including his legendary reporting of the murder of Israeli athletes
by terrorists at the 1972 Munich Olympics. Most of today’s announcers, sadly,
have forgotten to follow his path.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. If you’d like to know
more about the state championship
totals of a specific school or county,
email bj1019@aol.com.WHS4EVR!!

Weichert

SPLIT LEVEL

$349,900

Old world charm combined with many updates makes
this 3 bedroom, 2 full bath Sleepy Hollow area colonial a
must see. WSF0292
Westfield
908-233-5555

SCOTCH PLAINS

18 and Ridgewood 15 have team championships from more different sports.
And no school has individual champions from as many different sports.
Here are the Top 25 high schools in
New Jersey history for most state championships, team and individual/relay
combined:
School – Total
1. Westfield 354
2. Haddonfield 324
3. Asbury Park 323
4. Trenton 322
5. Willingboro 297
6. Plainfield 296
7. Bernards 268
8. Montclair 265
9. Columbia 247
10. Moorestown 227
11. Woodbury 198
12. Bridgeton 197
13. Monmouth 184
14. Metuchen 180
15. Highland Park 170
16t. Camden 167
16t. Union 167
18. Ridgewood 157
19. Lakewood 150
20. Edgewood/Winslow 149
21. Princeton 148
22. East Orange 146
23. Ramapo 145
24t. Mountain Lakes 144
24t. Rahway 144
Here are the totals for each Union
County school: 1. Westfield 354, 2.
Plainfield 296, 3. Union 167, 4. Rahway
144, 5. Elizabeth 112, 6. Scotch PlainsFanwood 104, 7. Cranford 99, 8.
Roselle Park 96, 9. Summit 95, 10.
Dayton and Roselle 75, 12. New Providence 74, 13. Linden 56, 14. Hillside
48, 15. Governor Livingston 35, 16.
Brearley 34, 17. A.L. Johnson 33, 18.
Edison Tech 2.
Here are the totals for each N.J.
county: 1. Essex 2137, 2. Bergen 1946,
3. Union 1899, 4. Monmouth 1647, 5.
Camden 1478, 6. Burlington 1308, 7.
Morris 1183, 8. Middlesex 1026, 9.
Gloucester 895, 10. Somerset 891, 11.
Ocean 850, 12. Mercer 829, 13. Hudson
638, 14. Cumberland 398, 15. Passaic
393, 16. Atlantic 365, 17. Hunterdon
346, 18. Sussex 242, 19. Salem 231,
20. Cape May 220, 21. Warren 193.
Unbelievably, WHS has more state
championships than five entire counties, and more than Battin/Thomas
Jefferson/Elizabeth, SP-F and Cranford
combined!
If you’re a WHS athlete, parent,
coach, fan or alumni, you might want
to take a moment to pause and reflect
… think back to those hot autumn days
behind Edison for football practice;
Walt Clarkson and his runners doing
their thing through the streets and parks
of town; the 5:30 a.m. practices for the
swim team at the Y’s Rooke Pool; the
wrestlers dragging the mats to the cafeteria for practice; the old cinder running track that never seemed to slow
down guys like Bob McCoy, Dave
Coleman, etc.; the long-ago days before girls were allowed to participate
in varsity sports, and how they’ve represented WHS so well since Title IX
came about in 1972.

Fabulous home almost an acre with circular drive. 5
bedrooms, 3 baths, fireplace, finished basement & more.
WSF0736
Westfield
908-233-5555

Renovated 3 bdrm Split level. Newer appliances, many
new windows, CAC. Close to town. Call for more details.
WSF0142
Westfield
908-233-5555

WESTFIELD

$2,795,000

WESTFIELD . . . Meticulous, 8 Room, 3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths Split Level. Master Bath,
updated main bath, powder room, family room plus rec Room. Entrance foyer leads to large
living room, formal dining room with Palladian windows, oversized eat-in-kitchen with separate
dining area. Hardwood floors, generous bedrooms, walk-up attic, 2 car garage with turnaround.
Private fenced in backyard with deck, professionally landscaped. $529,000. MLS # 2525925

Set on spectacular grounds this home of unparalleded
architectural distinction offers extensive amenities.
WSF9186
Westfield
908-233-5555

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Invite Niki in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Niki Fry

weichert.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
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Netravali, Snyder Capture State Doubles Net Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING THE BIG STRETCH…St. Luke first baseman Jeff Goodman stretches to make the putout on St. Anthony’s Russ
Voorhees in the sixth inning. St. Anthony won 15-11.

“It’s the longest winning streak of
any boys’ team in the history of
Westfield athletics. Two girls teams
surpassed that,” said coach Kapner.
“It’s a phenomenal accomplishment.
You have to give Delbarton a great
deal of credit. They played two great
doubles matches.”
Senior Kevin Shallcross, who won
the UCT first singles title, this season
finished with a 25-4 record, bringing
his career record to 67-16. Despite
severely injuring his ankle, the gritty
Shallcross toughed it out in a threeset loss against Delbarton in the TOC.
“It came down to the injury that
Kevin sustained in the last drill of the
last practice of the year. Those are the
breaks in sports. Kevin was a warrior.
He played basically on one leg. He
lost the first set badly because he
couldn’t move and, somehow, he summoned the ability to bring his game
back and won the second set. He was
up a break in the third set and he
physically couldn’t do it. His body
was shuttering from the pain,” said
coach Kapner.

‘HATS’ DEROSA GOES 4-FOR-5, SCORES 3, GETS 2 RBI

St. Anthony Wrecks Lukes’
‘Big Blue’ Machine, 15-11
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heavy concern about fielding only
nine players quickly vanished when
the men of St. Anthony jumped into
the driver’s seat with a 15-3 lead after
four innings and rumbled down the
lane to wreck the “Big Blue” machine of St. Luke, 15-11, in St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
action at Jerseyland Field in Scotch
Plains on the 64th anniversary of “D”
Day (June 6).
Although outrunning his hat on, at
least, 10 occasions, St. Anthony’s
Joe DeRosa was together at the plate,
going 4-for-5, including a two-run
double, and scored three runs. With
the exception of his hat, everything
was also in tact for DeRosa defensively as he made several sparkling
catches in centerfield, including a
dangerously exciting diving grab in
the sixth inning.
In addition to DeRosa’s exploits,
the remaining eight Anthony men
contributed to the 17-hit battering.
Lou Messano (3 RBI, 2 runs) poked
three singles and Nick DiNizo
slapped a St. Bart’s style two-run
double and added an RBI sacrifice

fly. Pat Reilly (2 RBI, 2 runs), Dave
Stetin (1 RBI, 2 runs) and Joe Scarfuto
(2 RBI, 1 run) each punched two
singles. Chris Meehan, Nate Mangiris
and Russ Voorhees each singled and
had an RBI.
The Lukes salvaged nine hits but
amassed 13 walks. Tom Ulichny
smacked an RBI triple, singled and
scored three times. Rick Regenthal (2
hits, run scored) and Bruce Evans (run
scored) each had a two-run single,
Harry Semple (1 RBI) scored twice
and singled, and Gerry Riepe (run
scored) had two RBI and singled. Jeff
Goodman (2 runs) and Marv Scherb
each singled, Paul Morello scored once
and captain Luke Fugett had an RBI.
Messano at shortstop initiated a
slick force-out at second. Meehan,
playing second, alertly gunned down
Morello at the plate and Voorhees,
behind the plate, pulled in a difficult
pop up. Luke’s Evans made a fine
over-the-shoulder catch at third base
and first baseman Goodman demonstrated his stretching ability to register a putout. Although having been
battered with base hits all evening,
pitcher Tony Blasi fought off a childhood phobia to complete several over-

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:
ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of June 7:)

hand tosses for putouts.
“I’ve had it since forever. I never
knew what it was. I never could do it,”
Blasi explained of his phobia.
St. Anthony had good reason for
concern in the top of the first inning
when DiNizo, their ace pitcher, was
still en route to the game and Voorhees
stepped to the mound and walked the
first three batters. DiNizo arrived,
yielded a two-run single to Evans and
an RBI groundout to Fugett as the
Lukes took a 3-0 lead.
Anthony answered with two runs
in the bottom of the inning on
DiNizo’s RBI sac fly and a throwing
error that allowed Messano to trot
home. But the Anthonys sent 11 men
to the plate in the second inning and
scored six runs on seven hits, highlighted by DiNizo’s St. Bart’s tworun double.
The Lukes could not find a chink in
DiNizo’s crafty pitching style and
were indeed dumbfounded when one
of his pitches skipped off Scherb’s
bat, ricocheted off the screen directly
above him and came back to skin
Scherb’s nose. Baffled, Scherb
popped out to Voorhees.

Netravali, who played singles his
first three years and a few singles this
season, won the UCT first doubles
title and finished with a 30-1 record
to bring his career record to 90-17.
Senior Evan Eisenberg won the UCT
second doubles title and finished 203. Seniors Jared Greene and Melvin
Diep both finished 9-0 and senior
Matt Gralla finished 7-0.
Thompson also won the UCT second singles title and finished 28-4.
Junior Greg Luppescu won the UCT
third singles crown and finished 163. James Chu won the UCT second
doubles title and finished 22-3. Snyder
also won the UCT first doubles crown
and finished 27-3. Sophomores
Graeme Stahl and Scott Bernstein
finished 11-2 and 10-0, respectively,
and freshman Adam Reich finished
8-0.
Despite graduating six very fine
players, who combined for a 101-8
record this season, the depth of the
remaining Blue Devils, with a combined 122-15 record, is so immense
that outlook for next year should be

TEAM
St. Patrick
St. Luke
St. Joseph
St. Anne
St. Jude

W
3
2
2
1
0

L
1
1
2
2
2

Pct
.750
.667
.500
.333
.000

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM
St. Anthony
St. David
St. Matthew
St. Aloysius
St. Stephen

W
3
3
1
0
0

L
Pct
0 1.000
1 .750
2 .333
1 .000
3 .000

St. Anne 16, St. Matthew 9
St. Anne pounded out 25 hits Craig
Burfiendt, Eric Hastrup and Frank
Chupko had three hits each for St.
Anne. Pat Nigro and Joe McEvoy
homered. For St. Matthew, six players had two hits each.
St. Anthony 15, St. Luke 11
With only nine players, Anthony
held off St. Luke in this “walk-fest.”
See exclusive story!
St. Patrick 11, St. Jude 8
St. Pat’s scored six runs in their last
turn at bat. Jack Kennedy (homer) and
Keith Gibbons each drove in four runs,
supported by Marty (“Get Out of My
Way”) Bernstein’s three hits. Kevin

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Spellman and Gus Alvarez also had
multi-hit games. Tommy Straniero had
three hits to pace St. Jude.
St. David 21, St. Matthew 13
St. David turned up the offense
with 32 hits. Leading the slugfest for
the David’s were Ken Blaes with five
hits, and Marty Garcia and Jeff Friedlander with four hits apiece. Dave
Rothenberg knocked in five runs with
three hits. Rob Gittelman hacked four
hits and scored four runs, and Keith
Karycyaz had three hits and three
RBI for St. Matt.
St. Joseph 19, St. Anne 11
St. Joseph’s plated 10 runs in the
sixth inning. Tom Litterio lashed three
hits and had four RBI, and Steve
Abrunzo and Pat Luongo had three
hits apiece for the Joes. Pat Nigro,
with a homer, two RBI and four runs
scored, and Frank deFaria with three
RBI paced St. Anne.

NJSIAA SINGLES:
FIRST ROUND:
Ryan Krueger (Scotch Plains-Fanwood)
d Drew Laverty (Kingsway), 6-1, 6-1
Thompson (W) d Tim McMahon
(Haddonfield), 6-3, 6-1
SECOND ROUND:
Krueger d Nick Malda (Hopewell Valley), 2-6, 6-1, 6-2
Thompson d Chris Hu (Ridgewood), 64, 4-6, 6-0
THIRD ROUND:
Christian Carcione (Ramapo) d Krueger,
6-2, 3-6, 7-5
Thompson d Stan Yakoff (Fort Lee), 62, 7-6 (2)
FOURTH ROUND:
Weeden (BrH2O) d Thompson, 6-4, 6-2
NJSIAA DOUBLES:
THIRD ROUND:
Netravali and Snyder d Massoneau and
Weitzmer (Montgomery), 6-1, 6-1
FOURTH ROUND:
Netravali and Snyder d Cody Hahn and
Phil Park (Bergen Tech), 6-0, 6-1
QUARTERFINALS:
Netravali and Snyder d Ari Silver and
Ben Weingarten (Princeton), 6-0, 6-1
SEMIFINALS:
Netravali and Snyder d Ng and Vrahnos
(WW-PS), 6-0, 6-2
CHAMPIONSHIP:
Netravali and Snyder d Branch and
Gorczakowski (Ridge), 3-6, 6-4, 6-1

2008 RAIDER
SOCCER CAMP
at Scotch Plains Fanwood High School
“The Only Local Camp
Not Held in a Park!”

Our 15th Consecutive Season

SESSION I – JULY 7-11
SESSION II –JULY 21-25
Goal Keeper Training
Tactical Camp for Teams
Novice to Advanced
Grades 1-11
Indoor Facilities
Boys & Girls
Fully Insured

Reading is Good For You

Director
Tom Breznitsky
SP-FHS
Boys Varsity Coach

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
St. Anthony/St. Luke Softball

nothing more than repositioning the
ammunition.
“The depth was incredible. There’s
no doubt that Adam Reich, Scott
Bernstein and the two sophomores, if
they would have started at the beginning of the year, we would pretty
much have the exact same record
with the exact same outcome,” said
coach Kapner.

goleader.com/subscribe

Home of the
7 time
NJ State Champion
Boys’ Soccer Team

For More Information, Please Call:
Tom Breznitsky (908) 322-6102
email: raidercamp@comcast.net
www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD
SCOTCH PLAINS

CAPE COD

$469,900

Adorable 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths Cape Cod. Seconds away from parks, fine dining, and
commuter trains to the city. This home sits on 1/2 acre, a true “park like” lot, with expansion
possibilities. A gorgeous deck makes the view even more expansive with wooded lots
surrounding this secluded home. Recently refinished hard wood floors brings the true charm
to life along with the huge eat in country kitchen. Unlike your typical cape cod this home has
a dining room with plenty of natural light pouring through. For more entertainment space go
to the basement and enjoy the finished half which has plenty of room for a huge flat screen
and couches. Use the unfinished side for a work bench and laundry, or double the finished
basement by finishing it to your standards. MLS # 2525188

COLONIAL

$2,400,000

Incomparable Arts & Crafts home tastefully marries classic old world charm with modern
amenities. A spacious LR w/ a beamed ceiling, w/b fplc, window seats, & French doors. The
adjoining parlor boasts a w/b fplc, pocket door, vintage lighting & leads to the restored sun
porch. A FDR with leaded glass corner cabinets. An EIK with granite, tumbled marble, inlaid
tile floors, peninsula with seating for 5 open to a breakfast room with seating for 10. The FR
with surround sound, 2 sets of double french doors overlooking deck to private patio & yard.
Hardwood Floors thruout. The 2nd level offers an Incredible Master En Suite, a guest suite
with walk-in closet & full bath plus 2 addl BR & a full bath, 10‘ ceilings & front/back staircases.
The lower level has tiled radiant heated floors, home theatre, 15‘ bamboo bar with DW, sink,
refrig, compactor. 48‘ Mahogany front porch with outdoor speakers & automated sprinklers.
Located on a sought after street 3 blocks to vibrant downtown Westfield. MLS # 2508778

WESTFIELD

SPLIT LEVEL

$639,000

Welcome to a spacious, 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths Split Level home just steps away from Jefferson
School. It‘s many recent updates include the EIK w/granite counter, all baths, roof, CAC and
HWH. A large, sunny FR, newly finished HWF‘s, ample storage space & convenience to
town, schools & NYC transportation complete the appeal of this lovely home. Make it your
today! MLS # 2477568

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,975,000
A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an
enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19
room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6
full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2324649
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

SCOTCH PLAINS

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

$685,000

Do not miss this one! Set on a cul-de-sac, this center hall colonial offers everything you are
looking for. The first level floor plan offers a large living room with a wood burning fireplace,
formal dining room and eat in kitchen with new stainless appliances. Light and airy, a family
room off the kitchen has a picture window overlooking a “storybook” back yard. The second
floor offers 4 generous bedrooms and 2 full baths including the master`s renovated private
bath (2008) with an oversized shower and travertine tile floor. Additional renovations include
a new 30 year Timberline roof, refinished gleaming hardwood floors, new 6-panel interior
doors, a new electric panel & complete interior painting. A 2 car attached garage and large
full basement finish this great home. MLS # 2507423

SCOTCH PLAINS

weichert.com

W E S T F I E L D O F F I C E 1 8 5 E L M S T R E E T / W E S T F I E L D, N J 0 7 0 9 0 / 9 0 8 - 6 5 4 - 7 7 7 7

Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

COLONIAL

$779,000

Welcome to this immaculate 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Colonial, situated on a wooded lot in
Berwyck Chase. This Jamestown model is full of extras featuring an updated eat-in-kitchen,
beautiful living room/dining room with cathedral ceilings and French doors, a huge master
bedroom with cathedral ceiling and a stunning master bath with marble, Corian and a whirlpool
tub. Finally, a full finished basement with Berber carpeting, an exercise room and plenty of
storage. MLS # 2497838
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B’ball Raiders Finish 18-7-1,
Should Be Stronger in 2009

Raiders

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Walk Down Memory L
ane
Lane
From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times – goleader.com
June 2004: With only one starting
pitcher and three starters in the batting lineup having returned, but with
new varsity starters who had won the
Union County (UC) Junior Varsity
title last year, the Raider baseball
team won the UC Varsity title,
claimed a share of the Watchung
Conference National Division title
and finished with an 18-5 record.
Senior leadoff batter Matt Powers
led in batting with a .412 BA, hits
with 28 and stolen bases with five
and was second in runs scored with
21. He corralled centerfield like a
Border Collie and was selected AllUC, All-Conference First Team and
All-Area.
June 7, 2000: Two Blue Devils
and two Raiders became members
of the “elite 8” at the Meet of Champions Track & Field meet in South
Brunswick. Blue Devil junior C. J.
Dodge came in second in the wheelchair 1,600-meters with a time of
4:25, just two seconds off the winning time, and sophomore Sarah
Burke cleared 9’0” to place fifth in
the pole vault. Raider sophomore
Ray Williams placed seventh in the
400-meter with a time of 49.31 and
Katie Feighner placed seventh in the
discus with a toss of 118’10”.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

June 5, 2002: Photographers and
cameramen positioned themselves
near the finish line and nearly everybody in the stands was focused on
the showdown in the 400-meter race
between defending champion, Raider
Ray Williams, and Ron Hillian of
Eastern at the 34th NJSIAA Meet of
Champions at South Brunswick Vikings Field. The result was a meet
record time of 46.55 set by Williams. Blue Devil senior Sarah Burke
finished sixth in the pole vault with
a height of 10 feet.
June 1998: The Westfield High
School (WHS) golf team did the appropriate thing for Head Coach Joe
Soviero. They gave him a perfect 180 record as a retirement gift. In addition, the Blue Devil golfers won the
Watchung Conference and the Union
County Titles and went on to capture
the District 4 Championship. Soviero
amassed an incredible 196-23-1
record in his 14 years.
June 2001: Blue Devil juniors Jay
Cook and Mike Sofka, and senior
Mike Duelks amassed notable statistics at the plate, with respective
batting averages of .424, .417, and
.407. Cook and Josh Ludmer led the
team with four home runs apiece.
Ludmer and Sofka broke the previous WHS baseball record for being
hit by pitches, with nine and eight,
respectively.

David B. Corbin (May 1998 Memory Lane) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FOND MEMORIES…Raider Head Golf Coach Steve Ciccotelli, front, chuckles
after a conversation with Blue Devil Head Coach Joe Soviero, back, prior to the
1998 Union County Tournament at Echo Lake.

St. Anthony Wrecks Lukes’
‘Big Blue’ Machine, 15-11
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

lowed the fifth and sixth runs of the
inning, tightening the score to 15-11
with one man out. After a force out at
second, DeRosa ran down Tony
Perfilio’s fly to center.

“It came down and hit me on the
top of the nose,” exclaimed a startled
Scherb.
“I gave him my spitter,” DiNizo
revealed.
Eleven more Anthonys strutted to
the plate in the fourth, resulting in
seven runs on six hits and a 15-3 lead.
DeRosa drilled his two-run double
and Messano ripped his two-run single
in the inning.
Ulichny and Riepe each tapped an
RBI single in the fifth but the Lukes
resorted to a desperate strategy in the
seventh inning, and it nearly paid off.
Noticing some inconsistency in
DiNizo’s accuracy, five of the first six
Luke batters drew free passes.
Regenthal followed with a two-run
single and an error in right field al-

St. Luke
St. Anthony

300 020 6
260 700 x

let go of it,” said Baylock.
Junior second baseman Nick
Bonadies had a .400 BA, 26 RBI and
26 runs scored.
“One of our tri-captains next year.
Came on real strong! We are looking
for a lot of big things from Nick next
year,” said Baylock.
Referring to pitcher/leftfielder senior Brian Piccola, coach Baylock
said, “Beginning of the year, he
pitched in some bad luck games but
was one of the guys that gave us a lot
of innings. He played the outfield
very, very well and gave us the defense that we needed.”
Sophomore Mike Ridge occupied
the shortstop position. “He is very,
very solid in the field and gives the
pitchers lots of confidence that the
opposition can hit the ball and that
he will make the play. Mike can help
lead us to where we want to go,” said
Baylock.

11
15

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kimberley Aslanian Haley

LED RAIDER NINE IN BATTING…Junior first baseman Kevin Maroney led
the team in batting with a .432 average. He had 38 hits, including 11 doubles, three
triples and a home run, and scored 30 runs. On the mound, he had a 3-0 record.

Redefining Real Estate

captain next year,” said Baylock.
Senior catcher James DiNizo batted .390 with 30 RBI, 31 runs scored,
four home runs and 16 doubles.
“We are going to miss his leadership as a three-year starter. He had the
strongest arm in the county I think.
That is one big spot that will not to be
easy to fill,” said Baylock.
Designated hitter sophomore John
Maxwell batted .373 with 19 RBI and
28 hits.
“He was someone we knew very
little about. Whenever we put him in,
he hit the ball real well. Before we
knew it, it was April and he was still
hitting the ball,” said Baylock.
Freshman third baseman Marcus
Rivera finished with 23 hits, 15 RBI
and batted .442.
“Marcus took that spot when Ricky
Shevlin got hurt, ran with it and never

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007

561 BRADFORD AVENUE
WESTFIELD

That’s incredible in high school,” said
coach Baylock. Binkiewicz had a .410
batting average (BA) with 24 RBI, 29
runs scored and 32 hits.
“His job was to move the lead runners along and Gary did that,” said
Baylock.
Sophomore leadoff batter/
centerfielder Joe D’Annunzio, despite
injuring his hand, finished second on
the team with a .417 BA, rapped 31
RBI, scored 37 runs and led in home
runs with nine.
“He’s our leader, our sparkplug.
Where he went, we went. If he were
healthy, he was on pace to hit .500,”
said Baylock.
Batting third, junior first baseman
Kevin Maroney led the team with a
.432 average, had 29 RBI and scored
30 runs.
“He had a lot of big hits and was 30 on the mound, so we will look to
him to do a lot more pitching as a tri-

Senior Tom Hercel patrolled right
field. “Did a very good job and that is
one of the spots we have to fill,” said
Baylock.
Senior pitcher Hubbard finished
with a 2-3 record and a 4.64 ERA.
“Some of his losses were tough, we
made errors and did not give him the
deal that he deserved,” said Baylock.
Junior pitcher Marcus Green finished 3-0. “He’s such an athlete that,
when you called on him to do something, he finds a way to get it done,”
said Baylock.
Looking ahead, Baylock said,
“Having guys on the roster with varsity experience is a huge plus. We
talked about not settling and not being content on where we are right
now. Their work ethic is so good that
they will make strides and fine-tune
things that they have to work on.”

770 KIMBALL AVENUE
WESTFIELD

This 4 bedroom Colonial on park like property is nestled in the heart of the
Gardens. This charmer boasts an updated eat-in Kitchen with white
cabinetry, living room with wood burning fireplace and classic wooden
mantle, parquet floors, finished Recroom, first floor Den with new
windows and close proximity to downtown shopping, top ranked schools
Offered for $699,000
and NYC transportation.

New Colonial offering 4400 square feet of living space borders the
prestigious Wychwood section of Westfield. This fine home boasts endless
upgrades including a cherry Kitchen with center island, hardwood floors
accented by walnut inlay, first floor Office, 5 Bedrooms, a Juliet balcony,
Second floor laundry and 3-car garage.

Offered for $1,595,000

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Coldwell Banker
908.301.2004 - Direct Line
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

A MEMORABLE MEMORIAL DAY...Flags were waving for the Westfield
Santos U11 boys travel soccer team as they went undefeated over the holiday
weekend and reigned as flight victors at the 27th Annual Cougar Invitational
Memorial Day Tournament.

Rare Find- Mountainside Colonial
www.PruNewJersey.com

Cranford

Scotch Plains

Westfield

Just Listed!

Just Listed!

Classic Colonial!

Built 2004 Custom 10 room
Colonial features 5 bedrooms
and 3 baths, large eat-in
kitchen overlooks family room
and deck. Wonderful master
bedroom with walk-in closets
and master bath. Convenient to
town and NYC transportation.

Delightful 4 bedroom, 3.1 bath
home boasts an oversized twotiered deck overlooking level
park-like grounds.
Generous living area offers ideal
flow for entertaining. Possible
second master bedroom features
a unique domed bath.

Loaded with charm and located
on quiet tree lined street
features 9 rooms, living room
with fireplace, formal dining
room, kitchen with breakfast
nook, 4 bedrooms and screened
porch. Close to town,
transportation and schools.

Priced at $899,000

Priced at $529,900

Priced at $637,000

resale

new homes

WESTFIELD OFFICE

fine homes

908.232.5664

relocation

mortgage

title

215 North Avenue West

insurance

Westfield, NJ 07090

M O R T G A G E P R E - A P P R O V E D - H o w m u c h h o u s e c a n y o u a f f o r d ? C A L L N O W F O R D E TA I L S - 8 7 7 . 7 6 2 . 6 5 7 2
H O M E C A P I TA L N E T W O R K , L i c e n s e d M o r t g a g e B r o k e r - N J D e p a r t m e n t o f B a n k i n g a n d I n s u r a n c e
c

2008, An independently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

is a service mark of The Prudential Insurance Company of America. Equal Housing Opportunity.

REALTOR ®

Outstanding million-dollar neighborhood, situated on a lovely cul
de sac in Mountainside’s Wychwood section; low taxes! Charming
Home featuring 3 bedrooms, updated kitchen with granite counters
and new stainless high-end appliances, spacious rooms: large living
& family rooms with custom built-ins and detailed custom fireplace
moulding, 2.5 updated baths (master with oversized spa shower);
New recreation room with recessed lights. Relax in the screened in
patio overlooking yard with new landscaping. Please visit
www.13endor.com for a tour or call Janice to schedule an
appointment at Remax Properties Unlimited.

Janice Tittel, Sales Associate
Direct Line: (908) 468-0252

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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Westfield 10s Finish 11-1,
Capture Warren Title

The Westfield Blue Devils Lacrosse Club girls 5th/6th team

Blue Devil Lax Club Excels
At Moorestown Festival
The Westfield Blue Devils Lacrosse
Club (WBDLC) girls 5/6 team won
the Moorestown Lacrosse Festival
recently, beating elite teams from
Moorestown, defending champs
Greenwich, Conn., Princeton and a
regional all-star team from
Clarkstown, N.Y. in the finals.
Goalie Mallory Weisse, along with
Emma Kao, Anna Tanji, Natasha
Perigrim, Jennifer Baudhuin,
Samantha Paoletti, Lauren D’amico
and Monica Nemeth anchored the
defense and held Moorestown to only
one goal. Weisse knotted 10 saves
and stopped six consecutive penalty
shots against Moorestown.
The Blue Devils defeated Greenwich with stellar midfield play from
Alexis Kardias, Rebecca Kraus and
Mary Randazzo. The trio caused turnovers, won 72 percent of their draws,
won the ground ball battle and scored
16 goals on the day. Natalie Brennan,
Jessica Castelo, Helen Keating,
Jacqueline Knapp, Belle Hutchins and
Amy West led the offense by effec-

tively clearing the ball and controlling the ball on offense, as well as
scoring.
In the championship game, the Blue
Devils trailed 2-0 at the half, but
quickly tied the score, only to fall
behind, 4-2, with 10 minutes remaining. Kardias scored twice to tie the
game with two minutes left. With 10
seconds left, Randazzo scored a wraparound goal to give the Blue Devils a
5-4 victory.
The (WBDLC) girls 7/8 team
played elite teams from Council Rock,
Pa., Darien, Conn., Delco, Pa., and
Medford Lakes. Lauren Oberlander,
Lilly Sisto, Kim Brunhofer, Mariah
Baker and Chandler Robertson led
the attackers. Midfielders Kelly Gray,
Elizabeth Cusick, Colleen Sheridan,
Emily Gretsky and Caroline Bertoni
advanced the ball and scored.
Goalie Casey Gillespie, along with
Ella D’Amico, Sarah Freer, Sara
Shields, Betsy Crossland and Lindsay
Ripperger held opponents to less than
five goals in all games except one.

Westfield White, a 10 year-old travel
baseball team, completed a tremendous spring season that started with a
tournament in Delaware and finished
with a win in the Central Jersey Amateur Baseball League (CJABL) championship game on June 8.
The CJABL, which was hosted by
Warren, was comprised of 12 teams,
including several top squads such as
Scotch Plains, Long Hill and Basking
Ridge. Westfield finished 11-1 and
compiled a league-leading runsagainst average of 2.9 runs per game.
The team’s success is attributed to
strong pitching, solid defense, explosive hitting and great teamwork.
Rowan Oberman, Tyler Roth, Vincent
Difilippo, Justin Lin, Parker Hess,
Nick Mele, Chris Rinaldi and Chris
Varano handled the pitching duties
and threw to a strong group of catchers that included George DevanneyMurray, Will Stern, Mele and
Difilippo. Chris Boutsikaris, Eric

Varakian, Owen Murray, Owen
Colwell and Hopper Murray turned
in several outstanding defensive plays.
Eleven players batted .400 or better
and the team was led at the plate by
Mele, Oberman, Roth and Difilippo,
all who batted close to or above the
.500 mark.
Westfield defeated the Boro Bombers in the finals to capture the CJABL
title. The Bombers, an AAU team
from Hillsborough, had finished the
regular season with a 10-1 record and
were the No. 1 seed in the playoffs.
Westfield won in extra innings on a
clutch two-out, two-run hit by
Devanney-Murray, who fought off
several tough pitches before hitting
the game winning drive into right
field. Mele, Difilippo, Hess and Lin
drove in the other four runs. Westfield
got very strong pitching from Lin,
Oberman and Rinaldi, holding the
Bombers to three earned runs over
seven innings, while striking out 10.

LEAGUE CHAMPIONS…The Westfield White 10-year old baseball team celebrates after winning the Central Jersey Amateur Baseball League title.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

SUCCESSFUL SOCCER SEASON…Team Fiorentina AC finished with a successful soccer season. Pictured, left to right, are: front row, Nikhil Olson, Joseph
Aguirre, Justin Elbert, Ben Van Lonkhuyzen and Daniel LaMastra; middle row,
Jeffrey Hoens, Andrew Park, Aidan Paul, Brett Spass, Andrew Most and Andrew
Leonard; back row, Offense Coach David Park, Head Coach Tom Hoens and
Defense Coach Al LaMastra. Missing Jack Rodberg and Coach Richard Elbert.

Fiorentina U9 Boys Finish
Successful Soccer Season
On June 1, Fiorentina AC (Boys
U9) soccer team finished its season
with a 1-0 win against Readington to
finish with a 3-2-4 record to lock up
second place.
Fiorentina AC overcame significant
obstacles during the year. It was unclear
until late August that the team would
even be fielded, which left less than 10
days to practice before the fall season
began. The scores of those fall-season
games reflected the work that Fiorentina
AC needed to do, and every game the
boys continued to show progress.
The final away game of the fall
season, a 1-1 tie with Scotch Plains,
proved that they could compete. The
team stuck together with their trainer
Sandro Santos in Winter Futsal.
Fiorentina AC won its first game
of the spring with a 5-3 triumph over
Summit, after overcoming a 2-0 deficit. In addition to finishing second in
the division, the team ranked first in
defense among the Westfield Soccer
Association U9 boys teams with the
fewest goals against them.
For their efforts in working as a
team throughout the year, the boys
were honored with awards based on
the team’s name “Fiorentina AC”
and the key attribute they brought
to the team during the season. Fearless: Jack Rodberg; Independent:

Brett Spass; Omnipresence: Andrew
Leonard; Resilient: Aidan Paul; Energetic: Daniel LaMastra; NonStop: Nikhil Olson; Tenacious: Andrew Most; Intense: Ben Van
Lonkhuyzen; Notable: Justin Elbert;
Aware: Andrew Park; Assertive:
Joseph Aguirre; and Courageous:
Jeffrey Hoens.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on June 5, 2008, the following decisions of the Board were memorialized.
Approved, Sheldon Webster, for Variance to construct a six (6) ft. high fence in
the front yard at 518 Hunter Avenue, Block
403, Lot 6.
Approved, Christopher and Lindsay
Demasi, for a Variance to construct a six
(6) ft. high fence in the front yard at 1
Nicole Court, Block 3502, Lot 4.01.
Denied, Anthony DeBellis, for a Variance to permit the retention of an existing
addition to a detached garage at 1956
Grand Street, Block 1602, Lot 10.
Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment
1 T - 6/12/08, The Times
Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

PUBLIC NOTICE

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The School Business Administrator/
Board Secretary of the Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey, by authority
of said Board, solicits sealed bids for student transportation. Bids to be received at
the Business Office of the Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education, located at
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076 up to 11:00
a.m. prevailing time on June 26, 2008.

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, June 10, 2008
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER XVIII OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS, ENTITLED “PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE”
Purpose: As above.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, June 24, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 6/12/08, The Times
Fee: $32.64

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION
SERVICES
SCHOOL RELATED ACTIVITIES &
ATHLETICS
2008-2009 SCHOOL YEAR
BID # 0809-1
Specifications are available upon request at the Business Office of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education, located at Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
All bids must be submitted on the bid
form contained in the specifications. Bids
which are not submitted on such form may
be rejected.
Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 (N.J.A.C.
17:27). Affirmative Action
The Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any or all bids.
By order of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education
Anthony DelSordi
School Business Administrator
Board Secretary
1 T - 6/12/08, The Times
Fee: $35.70

Please take notice that on June 25,
2008 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The Property in question is
located at 345 Terrill Road, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 49 Lot
16, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map
owned by Timothy L’Hommedieu.
The applicant requests Side Yard Set
Back, which is in violation of Section 184109 E(5) of the Fanwood Land Use Code.
Permitted: 8.0 feet; Present: 8.85 feet;
Proposed: 6.85 feet.
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application of amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal business hours (8 AM – 4PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Office of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accordance with the Rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.
Timothy L’Hommedieu
345 Terrill Road
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 6/12/08, The TImes
Fee: $31.62

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, June 10, 2008
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
THE LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, SPECIFICALLY
CHAPTER 22 ENTITLED
“LAND SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE” AND CHAPTER 23
ENTITLED “ZONING”
Purpose: Adding and amending certain
sections which include new definitions,
amended sections.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, June 24, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 6/12/08, The Times
Fee: $35.70

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

during office hours at the New Jersey
Office. Drawings and Specifications will
be furnished upon payment to Faridy Veisz
Fraytak, P.C. of Two Hundred Dollars
($200.00) for each set with a limit of three
(3) sets per bidder. Additional sets may be
purchased at the Architect’s costs. Payments will be returned to bidders only
upon prompt return of bid documents in
good condition.
Bids must be made on the proposal
forms in the manner designated, enclosed
in a sealed envelope bearing the name
and address of bidder and proposal identification on outside, and must be accompanied by a Certified Check, Cashier’s
Check or Bid Bond drawn to the order of
the School District for not less than ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the bid, but
in no case in excess of $20,000.00; and
must be delivered to the Secretary of the
School District, or a designated representative at the above place on or before the
hour named. The Owner and Architect
assume no responsibility for bids mailed
or misdirected in delivery.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-25, Proposals shall be accompanied by a Consent of Surety in required form, assuring
that satisfactory arrangements have been
made between the surety and the Bidder
by which surety agrees to furnish Bidder
with a Performance Bond and Payment
Bond; each in the amount of 100% of the
amount bid. Also surety agrees to furnish
Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in required form. The Consent of Surety shall
be executed by an approved surety company authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with all applicable laws and with the three
highest rating categories of rating companies nationally recognized.
No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof.
The right is reserved to reject any or all
bids or to waive informality in the bidding if
it is in the interest of the School District to
do so.
Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq., pertaining to the “Public School Contracts Law.”
All bidders are placed on notice that they
are required to comply with all requirements of Affirmative Action Regulations
and Prevailing Wage Act.
This contract or subcontract is subject to
the requirements contained in N.J.A.C.
19:32-1et seq. In accordance with the
provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-15, the contractor and subcontractors agree to comply with all of the provisions of N.J.A.C.
19:32-1 et seq.
BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION, UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
Mr. Robert A. Berman
Business Administrator
Board Secretary
1 T - 6/12/08, The Leader Fee: $116.28

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
sealed bids will be received by the Board
of Education of the Westfield Public
Schools, Union County, New Jersey for
Corridor Ceiling Replacement and Related Work at the Westfield High School,
550 Dorian Road, Westfield, New Jersey
07090 (FVF#3858), (R32-20) together with
all work incidental thereto, in accordance
with the requirements of the drawings and
specifications prepared by Faridy Veisz
Fraytak, P.C., Architects/Planners, Trenton, New Jersey.
Sealed bids will be received as follows:
Contract No.1 - General Construction Work
Contract No.2 - Electrical Work
And a Single Overall Contract comprising the two Building Work Contracts
(Contracts No. 1 & 2)
Bids for the above will be received by the
Westfield School District Administration
Building, 302 Elm St., Westfield, New Jersey 07090, at 2:00 p.m. P.M. (Prevailing
Time) on July 1, 2008, and will be publicly
opened and read immediately thereafter.
A pre-bid meeting is scheduled for
June 16, 2008 at 3:30 p.m. at the West
field High School, 550 Dorian Road,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090. All prospective bidders are encouraged to attend.
New Jersey Law requires all local contracting agencies to collect state “business registration” certificates of vendors
with whom they do business. This law
requires the submission of a registration
certificate at the time of bid. Failure to
supply this certificate will result in bid rejection.
If the bid exceeds $20,000.00 bidder
must be prequalified by the New Jersey
Division of Property Management and
Construction (DPMC), prior to the date
that bids are received. Any bid submitted
under the terms of New Jersey statutes
not including a copy of a valid and active
Prequalification/Classification Certificate
will be rejected as being nonresponsive to
bid requirements.
Drawings, Specifications and other Contract Documents for the proposed work
are on file in the office of Faridy Veisz
Fraytak, P.C., Architects/Planners,
New Jersey Office:
1515 Lower Ferry Road - PO Box 7371
Trenton - New Jersey 08628
Tel: 609.883.7101 - Fax: 609.883.2694
Contact: George Duthie, AIA
Pennsylvania Office:
140 Whitaker Avenue - Suite 300
Mont Clare - Pennsylvania 19453
Tel: 610.933.6289 - Fax: 610.933.6294
Drawings, Specifications and other Contract Documents for the proposed work
may be inspected by prospective bidders

ON THE RUN…Jr. Mudturtle Sean McDonnell is on the run with the ball with
Mike Sheehan, left, and Brandon Dietz, right, in support. Sean Moran, far right,
gets up after being tackled.

UC U19 Mudturtles Place
Seventh in National Rugby
The Union County Rugby Football
Club (UCRFC) U19 boys placed seventh in their first ever trip to the USA
Rugby U19 National Championships.
The reigning Northeast Rugby
Union (NRU) champions struggled
on Day 1 of the tournament, losing a
tough match to No. 2 seed Katy, Tex.
and then falling to West Shore United
(Harrisburg, Pa).
On Day 2, the Jr. Mudturtles regrouped and defeated the Jesuit Blue
Jays from New Orleans, 21-20. Jesuit
scored first on a try in the corner that
was not converted. The Mudturtles
struck back minutes later as Jon
Rodriguez outpaced his defender and
scored a try under the posts. Sean
Moran made the conversion to make
the score, 7-5. Just before half time,
Katy scored another try to take a 107 lead at the half.
UCRFC scored first in the second
half when Chris Sheehan made a
trademark move up the middle for a
try and Moran bagged the conversion. Katy answered with two unconverted tries to lead 20-14 with less
than five minutes to play. However,
with three minutes remaining, the
ball was sent wide, about 15 meters
PUBLIC NOTICE

from the tryline, to Jr. Mudturtle Brett
Defazio, who sidestepped his opposite number and scored a try. Moran
lined up the ball and calmly stroked it
straight through the uprights to make
the score 21-20. The team then defended bravely as Katy threw all they
had at the Jr. Mudturles.
The win capped a truly magical
seasons as the team went 15-2, capturing the Big Apple Classic, No. 1
in Metropolitan New York
(METNY), No. 1 in the NRU, and
No. 7 in the Nation.

SPF PAL Begins
Football Registration
Registration for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood PAL 2008 football season will be held Saturday,
June 14, at the Scotch Plains Police Department. The sign-ups will
be held from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. The
registration will be for the three
divisions: Flag Football for Grades
K-3 ($65), In House Contact for
Grade 3 ($90) and Travel for
Grades 4-8 ($130).
PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 7/15/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Re-Advert. of Traffic Signal Relamping North Region 2008, Various locations
including and North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen,
Essex, Hudson, Union and Part of Warren; 100% State; DP No: 08445
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 6/12/08, 6/19/08 and 6/26/08, The Leader
Fee: $205.02

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2007

Direct Line 908-301-2015
www.hye-youngchoi.net hye-young@att.net

Open House: Sunday June 15th, 1-4pm • 232 Seneca Place
Westfield . . . New quality 3900 sq. ft., ready to move-in. Spacious RMS, LR, FDR, FR,
mud rm. Deluxe KIT w/ custom cherry cabs, Creama Bordeaux granite, sep. break rm. All
5 BRS on 2nd Flr, 3 ½ luxury BTHS w/ imported marble. MBR w/10ft.tray ceil, whr’pl
BTH. Hwflrs,#1 red oak throughout, frt & Bk staircs, blue stn patio, carriage house 2 CGR,
charm covered frt & Bk porch. 268 deep prop. $1,250,000. WSF0091

Westfield . . . Magnificent Stone Creek custom 12 RM, 6 BDRM, 7 ½ BTH, 6600 sq.ft.
colonial. Architectural integrity, detailed craftsmanship & prestigious location. Outstanding
amenities.-customized ceilings, exquisite millwork, old world arched drways, 2 story foyer
w/motorized chand. Lift, 4 frplcs, circular strcase, holiday sz DR, deluxe KIT, butler’s pantry
w/wet bar, 1st flr guest suite, Library, Master suite w/frplc, dress. Rm, & sitting rm. 1st & 2nd
flr game rms, 3 car garage, 4 zn HT & CAC. 148 x 200 property. $2,995,000. WSF0065

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555 Ext. 169

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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ROOM NEEDED

PHOTOGRAPHY

Responsible 22 y.o. male, n/s,
non drinker, very neat college
student seeks room/apt share in
downtown Westfield. Will pay
600.00/month. (703) 597-7027

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

MASSAGE THERAPY

Massage
(908) 232-8833
204 Lenox Ave.
Westfield, NJ 07090
open 7 days a week
10a.m. - 9p.m.

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING
If you don’t have time to clean,
I will do it for you!
Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

INTERIOR DECORATING

OFFICE CLEANING

Custom draperies,
slipcovers & upholstery
Shop at Home
Call Joyce at (908) 917-0776

We Have Experience in
Nightly Office Cleaning.
Please Call Neide or Monica
(201) 726-8580

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIEDS
CHILDCARE NEEDED

WESTFIELD GARAGE SALE

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Saturday, June 14, 9am-3pm
585 Highland Avenue
Baby Gaggia espresso maker
and grinder, vases, other
Household items, baby/kids stuff
and much more!

SUMMER CHILD CARE WANTED

REAL ESTATE SEMINAR
INVESTOR SEMINAR
Free seminar in Newark
Marriott Hotel
June 28 Teaches new and
Experienced investors how to
make huge income in
New Jersey Real Estate.
www.JerseyInvestorNetwork.com

3 children ages 10-13, Mon-Thurs,
8:30am-1:30pm, $15 per hour, car
required and references. Excellent
opportunity for a college student.
(908) 232-1197
CAREGIVER SERVICES OFFERED

Woman Caregiver
- Former Nurse Live In
Excellent References
(908) 232-6807
Cert. math teacher, MA, offers
tutoring in all areas of math from
elementary through calculus &
statistics, plus SATs and
enrichment. Available now thru
summer. Patient, experienced.
Excellent references, great
results. Call Mel, (732) 603-9521.

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

FABULOUS

editor@goleader.com

EXPERT MATH TUTOR

Window Treatments
Interior Designing
by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
regular meeting of the Township Council
of the Township of Scotch Plains held on
June 10, 2008
The 2008 LOCAL MUNICIPAL
BUDGET OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
was duly passed on second and final
reading.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 6/12/08, The Times
Fee: $12.75

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD

PRE-PROM PARTIES…Six Westfield High School students pose for a few
photos at their pre-prom party. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Gabrielle
O’Leary, Erin Miller and Corrine Parkinson; back row, Zack Rubin, Brandon
Heroux and Mat Haddad.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board meeting of the Township
of Scotch Plains held on June 9, 2008, the
Board adopted the Resolution granting
minor subdivision approval to D. Villane
Construction, LLC for 2301 Seneca Road,
Block 7602, Lot 11 to subdivide the lot into
two totally conforming lots.
The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Planning Board and is
available for public inspection during regular business hours.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Board
1 T - 6/12/08, The Times
Fee: $15.81

Please take notice that on 6/25/08 at
7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of
David Chango. The property in question is
located at 169 Coriell Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 104 Lot
5, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by David Chango.
The applicant requests an increase in
allowed driveway width, which is in violation of Section 184-163.A of the Fanwood
Land Use Code.
Variance Requested: Driveway Width;
Permitted: 18 feet; Present: 21.54 feet;
Proposed: 21.54 feet
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon the review
of the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal business hours (8 AM – 4 PM, Monday through Friday) from the Secretary of
the Planning Board at the Administration
Office of the Borough of Fanwood at 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accordance with the Rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.
David Chango
169 Coriell Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 6/12/08, The Times
Fee: $34.17

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE

Westfield
Prime Office Space
400 Sq. Ft.
Available May 1, 2008
$800 per month
(201) 891-1130

Scotch Plains
Prime 850 sqft. Suite
2nd flr, corner building, downtown
Park Ave, across from CVS.
Available now, $1350/mo
(908) 889-1890

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Prime Office Space
1085 Sq. Ft. 2nd Floor
Available August 1, 2008
$2,695.00 per month
(201) 891-1130

WESTFIELD
1936 sqft
1st floor with parking
(908) 757-5844
DINING ROOM SET

Beautiful mahogany table
with two leaves, six upholstered
chairs, china cabinet and sideboard, all in pristine condition.
Call (908) 789-0659

MOVING SALE!

Office/other furniture;
decorative items, dishes
& glassware, jewelry.
422 3rd. Ave, Garwood
Sat. 6/14, 9am-6pm &
Sun. 6/15, 10am-2pm

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, June 10, 2008
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, COUNTY OF UNION
AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY CREATING A SPECIAL
(BUSINESS) IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT AND DESIGNATING A DISTRICT MANAGEMENT CORPORATION”
Purpose: Business Improvement District (sometimes also referred to as a “District” or “Special Improvement District”)
means an area within the Township of
Scotch Plains, designated by this Ordinance, as an area in which special assessment on property within the District
shall be imposed for the purposes of promoting the economic and general welfare
of the District. “Business Management
Corporation” means “Scotch Plains Improvement
District
Management
Corporation”(also referred to as “Management Corporation”) an entity to be incorporated pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:56-83 of the
New Jersey Statutes, and designated by
this municipal ordinance to receive funds
collected by a special assessment within
the Business Improvement District, as
authorized by this Ordinance and any
amendatory, supplementary ordinances.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, June 24, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 6/12/08, The Times
Fee: $48.96

J&R

Ed & the Boys

FURNITURE
Refinish - Restore - Repair

Home renovations and
handyman service.
Kitchens, baths,
basements, additions
and more.

No Job Too Small
Free Estimates,
Pickup & Delivery

For honest, reliable and
quality work call:

Murph

ALTER

JOHN DeNICOLA JR.

Contractor, LLC

By Diego Serrano

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
Ceramic Tile - Patio & Decks

TOTAL RESTORATION

(973) 479-1718

908-232-7383

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Owner Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

Life is a gift . . . live
healthier with Herbalife!
Increased energy
Weight Management
Strengthened immunity
Feel and be healthier with all
natural products

DECKS
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
BASEMENTS and
of course ADDITIONS
John Killoran

Heather LeBreton 908-644-7926
www.herbal-nutrition.net/hblebreton

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

ROMAN

(732) 680-9626

Fully Insured

Kevin & Leslie Stock, 570 Lawrence
Avenue, Applicant is seeking permission
to construct a front porch contrary to Section 12.03 C, D, & E of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application approved.
Jan & Maud Carnevale, 325 Orenda
Circle, Applicant is seeking permission to
construct a deck contrary to Section
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Application approved.
Cheryl & Robin Kelesoglu, 731 Scotch
Plains Avenue, Applicant is seeking permission to construct a second story addition contrary to Section 11.06E6 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application approved.
Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 6/12/08, The Leader
Fee: $52.53

Westfield
Gutter-Clean
L.L.C.

908-654-7505

Wallpaper
Custom
Painting

Ceramic Tile
and Marble

Free Estimates

NJTTC, Inc. 226 North Avenue West,
Applicant is seeking permission to install
an awning sign over the ground floor entrance to the second floor space use as the
New Jersey Table Tennis Club contrary to
Section 16.04H of the Land Use Ordinance. Application approved.

LICENSE #7638

REPAIRS / SERVICE WORK / SMALL DRAIN CLEANING
WATER HEATER SPECIALISTS
NO JOB TOO SMALL / WE DO IT ALL

www.murphconstruction.com

908-343-6701

Karen & William Frey, 111 Scotch
Plains Avenue, Applicant is seeking permission to construct a two story addition
contrary to Section 12.04F1 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application approved.

PLUMBING
and
HEATING

CIAL
COMMER
RESID
ENTIA
L
ATIONS

Leo C. White Jr.
Office: 908.654.9098
Cell: 908.233.9588

• Emergency Repairs
• Blacktop Seal Coating
• Gutters

David & Kim Gibson, 606 Dorian Road,
Applicant is seeking permission to locate a
shed in the side yard contrary to Sections
13.02B1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Application approved.

B&D

CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms
Basements • Decks • Stairs

Joseph Penyak, Sr., 121 Cacciola
Place, Applicant is seeking permission to
demolish the existing two-family home and
to build a new two-family home contrary to
the following Sections 11.16G1b,
11.16G2b, 11.16G2b, 11.16G3b,
11.16G4, 11.16G5 (12.03D), 11.16G6,
11.16G7, 11.16G9, 11.16G10 (12.04F1),
17.02C1a, 17.05A, 19.01A of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application denied.

CELEBRATING OUR 22ND YEAR IN BUSINESS!

Fine Quality Homes

All Types of Carpentry

Martin & Karen Zahler, 1015 Ripley
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a one-story addition and a deck
contrary to Sections 11.09E7, 12.04F1,
and 12.04F2 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Application approved.

908-233-8956

Co., Inc.

Home Improvements

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its June 9, 2008 meeting for the following applications heard at its May 12, 2008
meeting.

Cleaning, Repairs and
Installations
Seamless Gutters
Free Estimates / Insured

Call Joe:
732-371-5054

973-819-5720

Construction

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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Life Cycle of Moths Spins
In Second-Grade Classrooms
ent types of insects,” Ms. Marion
said. “The overall theme [of the class]
SCOTCH PLAINS — Second- is understanding the life cycle. And
grade students in the Scotch Plains- this was a complete life cycle because
Fanwood Elementary schools have they were in the metamorphosis, and
been witnessing firsthand the life then they emerged, and then they
cycle of Polyphemus moths. In previ- mated and now these eggs will be
ous weeks, it was just as common to larvae.”
In approximately one week, those
see nine moths occupying the classeggs will hatch into caterpillars, which
room as it was students.
Scott Bortnick, amateur entomolo- will spin cocoons and emerge as
gist and science supervisor for the Polyphemus moths in August, according to Mr.
schools, collected
Bortnick.
cocoons in March
Aside from the
to bring into the
life cycle, the stusecond-grade
dents have been
classes to study.
learning about
“We do a unit in
how the moths do
grade two that’s
not eat. Those stuon insects, and the
dents who were
kids look at insect
initially afraid of
behavior and life
the moths, quickly
cycles and things
l e a r n e d
of that nature,” Mr.
Bortnick said. “As MOTHRA
LIVES...A
male P o l y p h e m u s
a way of supple- Polyphemus moth sleeps in Sarah moths do not have
menting our cur- Marion’s classroom at Brunner School mouths and could
riculum, I brought in Scotch Plains during the school day. not bite them.
“There are kids
[the cocoons] into
our different grade level science rep- who are apprehensive at first, but
resentatives’ [classrooms] at the dif- through exposure and the way that
the program’s run, they really do come
ferent buildings.
“So each building had a couple around,” Mr. Bortnick said. “It’s a lot
different Polyphemus cocoons…just of observation and journal writing.”
The students have had such high
to give the kids something else to
exposure to different insects since the
look at.”
The students were able to observe beginning of the year that they are
moths most people never see, be- beginning to make more intricate observations.
cause they are nocturnal creatures.
“The spots on their wings are supOf the two cocoons in Sarah
Marion’s classroom at Brunner posed to look like owl eyes to scare
School in Scotch Plains, the one that away predators,” Brunner School stuBy LAURA MORTKOWITZ

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SHARING HER STORY...Vera Wolf, a Holocaust survivor, shows fifth-grade
students from Washington Elementary School in Westfield the passenger roster
from the Manhattan, the ship that carried Ms. Wolf’s family from Austria to
safety in the United States in 1939. Ms. Wolf’s visit was the culminating activity
of the students’ study of the Holocaust.

THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

One Day, One Night, One Common Goal
Relay for Life Comes to Clark’s ALJ on June 13-14
By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In affliation with the American Cancer Society, an overnight celebration
was organized 24 years ago in honor of
cancer survivors, victims and their family and friends.
With cancer rates rising to astronomical numbers, a cure is imperative
to defeat this devastating disease.
Relay for Life provides people with
the support and encouragement needed
to battle cancer and celebrate life. Uniting a community under one common
goal allows people to extend a helping
hand to those in need.
Relay for Life is comprised of a
multitude of fun and moving activities
the night to liven participant’s spirits to
fight back and conquer cancer.
This 13-hour event provides a night
filled with music, food, entertainment,
contests, and special tribute ceremonies dedicated to all who have survived
or passed away from cancer.
Beginning at 6 p.m., each team, consisting of approximately10 people, sets
up an area with tents and any additional
entertainment or food they want to have
during the night.
The celebration kicks off with a
survivor’s lap around the track, followed by all the teams pledging to help
bring an end to cancer.
At least one person from each team
must remain on the track throughout
the night, while remaining participants
can engage in various activities.
Along the track, a station is set up
that provides informaion on ways to
prevent and detect various forms of
cancers.
Roselle Park’s 2007 Relay for Life
included a device that can examine
your face to alert a person whether the

Mo-Beard Honors
WF’s Andrew Bakst
WESTFIELD – Andrew Bakst,
a 12th grader from Westfield, was
honored for sportsmanship during
the Morristown-Beard School’s
Spring Sports Awards Ceremony,
held on May 16. The event honors
upper-school students for athletic
excellence.

accumulation of his or hersunburns
are severe enough to develop skin cancer in the future.
Toward the middle of the night, a
ceremony is held to commemorate anyone who has lived with any form of
cancer, a disease that is detected in
millions of people every year.
A sentimental luminaria session and
several speakers come to talk about the
commitment and dedication of all the
people who have joined in the battle
against cancer.
In the early morning of the next day,
the celebration concludes with a farewell address to another great year of
donations and effort to help fellow communities.
On June 13, teams will join together
at the Arthur L. Johnson (ALJ) field for
a night of “hope, celebration and
progress, to show that cancer never
sleeps and neither will we until we find
a cure,” Robin Kraft, director of Relay
for Life, said.
“Relay for Life of Clark is turning
out to be a wildly successful event,” she
said. “The community of Clark is a
truly wonderful community.”
This is the first year Relay for Life is
held in Clark, Roselle Park and
Cranford. On June 13 and 14, Relay for
Life is scheduled from 6 p.m. to 7 a.m.
on the newly renovated field and track
at ALJ.
Due to the the spacious area provided for Relay, many neighboring
towns and various clubs at Clark’s high
school will be participating in this internationally recognized event.
As of June 4, there were 772 participants, 56 teams and $112,431.79 raised
through donations. An assiduous crew
of Relay organizers and avid teams
throughout the state will make this year’s
Relay for Life at Clark a successful
turnout.
“By having Relay at my school this
year and being a team captain, I have
become much more involved with Relay, and it’s not just a walk anymore,”
Isabelle Filiciello, sophomore at ALJ
and captain of Key Club’s team, KeyPon
Caring, said.“It became something
much more special to me. Celebrate,
remember, fight back.”
Lisa is a sophomore at Arthur L.
Johnson High School.

COMING TO THEIR SENSES…On May 5, members of Franklin Elementary
School’s Brownie Troop 265 in Westfield were treated to a Sensory Eco Hunt at
the Trailside Nature and Science Center in Mountainside. The girls used their
senses to learn about the many wonders found in the Watchung Reservation.

Area Residents Make
Bucknell Dean’s List
AREA — Bucknell University has
released the dean’s list for outstanding academic achievement during the
spring semester of the 2007 to 2008
academic year.
A student must earn a grade point
average of 3.5 or higher on a scale of
4.0 to receive dean’s list recognition.
Those students from Union County
to make the dean’s list include:
Nina Baker, Scotch Plains, daughter of Stephen and Marjorie Baker of
Scotch Plains and a 2004 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
Ashley Flood, Westfield, daughter
of John and Marianne Flood of
Westfield and a 2004 graduate of
Lawrenceville School.
Alexandra Fredas, Fanwood, daughter of Andrew and Bonnie Fredas of
Fanwood and a 2005 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
Mariela Lemus, Scotch Plains,
daughter of Edmundo and Marta
Lemus of Scotch Plains and a 2005
graduate of Mount Saint Mary Academy in Watchung.
Matthew Linsenberg, Scotch
Plains, son of Douglas and Beth
Linsenberg of Scotch Plains and a
2006 graduate of Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School.
Simone March, Scotch Plains,
daughter of Alan and Judy March of
Scotch Plains and a 2007 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
Jamie Quale, Scotch Plains, daughter of John Quale and Susana SosaQuale of Scotch Plains and a 2005
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.
Ryan Shallcross, Westfield, son of
David and Pamela Shallcross of
Westfield and a 2005 graduate of
Westfield High School.
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WHS Inducts 14
Into Spanish Honors
Laura Mortkowitz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BUG LOVERS…Sarah Marion’s second-grade class at Brunner School in Scotch
Plains gathers around a large Polyphemus moth sleeping on the American flag, a
female moth in the netted cage and a recently deceased moth resting on yellow
paper. All second-grade classes in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district
received cocoons to help study the life cycle of moths.

survived was female. On Mr.
Bortnick’s advice, she hung the netting that the moth was enclosed in by
an open window at night in hopes of
attracting males.
After seeing no result Friday morning, she closed the window for the
weekend.
“I guess it didn’t latch all the way,
and when I came in Monday, that was
when Hayley [Kumpf] was like,
‘Look, Ms. Marion, our moth escaped.’ Then we realized there were
moths that were all over the room,”
she explained.
Most of Ms. Marion’s students,
like Sarah Branty and Jillian Carter,
were surprised by the number of moths
that were spread out around the room.
“We’ve been learning about differ-

dent William Mebes said.
Although this is the first year
schools have participated, Mr.
Bortnick is expecting to keep it in the
curriculum for future years.
“The whole school caught wind of
it and got excited by it,” he said. “So
how could you ever say, ‘It’s a oneshot deal,’ when you get such enthusiasm for science?”



WESTFIELD –Westfield High
School inducted 14 students into the
National Spanish Honor Society,
Sociedad Honoraria Hispanica, on
May 20. The following students qualified by maintaining an A average for
two years or more.
Juniors: Jonathan Berman, Amanda
Chang, Christopher De la Fuente,
Dennis Elwell, Sophia Geskin, Rachel
Kreutzer, Jenna Leopold and Tara
Zierler.
Seniors: Anusuya Bhardwaj, Maria
Kashtnova, Jaclyn Kirna, Arielle
Magnanini, Roshni Shah and Ann
Marie Valentine.
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Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net
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Mini-Golf Tournament
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THE WESTFIELD UNITED WAY THANKS ALL OF THE HOLE SPONSORS
AND CONTRIBUTORS FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF A VERY SUCCESSFUL

  
   
    

TOURNAMENT AND CONGRATULATES THE PRIZE WINNERS.
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Prize Winners
Female Adult LISA KORN
Male Adult JAMES MEYLOR
High School SEAN ELLIOT

Grades 6-8 NATALIE CHUCK
Grades 3-5 DAKOTA WILLIAMS
Grade 2 & Under ROBBIE FAKTOR

Hole Sponsors & Contributors
Al’s Prime Meats & Deli
Andersen Family
Lucy Arbes
ARC of Union County
Baci Hair Studio
Bagger Family
Baron’s Drug Store
Stephen Becker &
Margaret Mulhern
Bellini Baby & Teen Furniture
Benefit Service Company
Bittersweet Designs
Brunner Opticians
Cassie Family
Clients First Inc.
Bill and Carole Cook
Christine Cosenza
State Farm Insurance
Couture Family
Cox Stationery
Cozzi Family
Di Maria Family
Douglas Family
Echausse & Lynch Families
Eileen Fisher
Enrichment Center

Falcon Graphics
Fietkiewicz Family
Fit 2 Go
FIT Activewear
Flair Cleaners
Fleder Family
David & Cyrene Foltz
Forstenhausler Family
Jane & Lou Francz
Galaxy Building Contractors, LLC
Gallagher Family
Gennaro’s Restaurant
Hershey’s Ice Cream & Delicatessen
Horizon Group
Mary Illes
Frank Isoldi/Coldwell Banker
Jersey Mike’s Subs
J. Winthrop & Company
Juxtapose Gallery
Joshua Klebanoff
Dr. Ronald Loffredo
Bill Ludlum
Sheryl & David Machlowitz
Maehl Family
Linda Maggio
McDonald’s - Garwood

Ryan, Wendy, Jack
& Grace Munson
National Educational
Music Company
Personal Best Fitness
Racquets Etc.
Randal’s Shoes
Jonathan D. Reichman
Sylvia Reichman
Rita’s Ice of Westfield
Robert Treat
Rosie’s Wine Bar
R.P.M. Garage
Schwarz Family
Star Painting
Stuart’s Audio
Emil Vogel – Tarnow Associates
Jet Taylor & Family
The Chocolate Bar
Town Book Store
Walter Rothschild Co., Inc.
Weinberg Family
Westfield Indoor Tennis
Westfield Plaza PNC Bank
Westfield Subs
WindMill of Wesfield

KEN@ •PLACE •SCHOOL
Congratulates the Class of 2008

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ 07902-0308
908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org
Kent Place is an independent, nonsectarian, college-preparatory day school for girls in grades K-12 (co-educational preschool).
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Workout to Raise Funds for
St. Jude’s Research Hospital
SCOTCH PLAINS – Workout for
St. Jude, a fitness event benefiting St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, will
be held at RWJ Rahway Fitness and
Wellness Center on June 14, from 9

SP Student Graduates
From Lycoming College
SCOTCH PLAINS – Meghan Roberts of Scotch Plains was one of 335
students to graduate from Lycoming
College on May 4. Meghan graduated with a degree in sociology-human services.
Renowned ecologist and author
Sandra Steingraber was this year’s
featured speaker.
DRUG-FREE…On May 21, fifth graders at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison were awarded certificates and T-shirts from Michael Gurovich, Edison
police officer, and their teachers, Nicole Nolan and Debbie Kendall, marking their
graduation from DARE, a program that provides skills to kids to avoid involvement in drugs, gangs and violence. Students were required to write essays
detailing why it is important to avoid the dangers of drug and alcohol abuse.
Pictured above, Christopher Hillenbrand of Mountainside receives his certificate
from Officer Gurovich. Christopher is the son of Mr. Gerald Hillenbrand and
Mrs. Cheng-Yen.

Union County College
Graduates 800 Students
CRANFORD – On May 21, Union
County College (UCC) graduated
more than 800 students in more than
90 academic disciplines during its 74th
Annual Commencement ceremonies,
held on the Cranford campus.
Student speaker Vinskey Louissaint,

SCOUT’S HONOR...During his senior
speech on May 6, Robert Leeper of
Fanwood, a senior at The WardlawHartridge School in Edison, detailed
the reasons why he is proud to be a boy
scout and eagle scout. Robert, who is a
member of Boy Scout Troop 33, chartered at Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
received his eagle scout award in 2007.
The son of Dwight Leeper and Rose
Cubbon of Fanwood, Robert will attend
Allegheny College after graduating
Wardlaw-Hartridge on June 6.

a member of the Phi Theta Kappa International Honors Society, commended
his fellow classmates for having “completed a great accomplishment.”
“The road to achievement is not an
easy route to travel, but with patience,
determination and perseverance, you
can overcome any obstacle,” he said.
“Always remember that behind every
challenge there is an opportunity, and
that opportunity opens the door to
success.”
UCC President Dr. Thomas H.
Brown addressed the students with
his traditional Charge to the Graduates, saying that their “leadership
doesn’t stop here.”
“As each of you graduate today,
your achievement is only one in a
series of dreams to be fulfilled. You
are setting forth to leave your own
unique mark on the world,” he said.
During the commencement ceremonies, the presentation of the coveted
Alumni Prize went to Rositsa
Abrasheva of Springfield, as the graduate who maintained the highest gradepoint average and earned the most
credits at UCC; and The Post-Day
Award was presented to Joseph Crotty
of Union and Melinda Norelli of Linden as the graduating students who
best exemplifies the college’s ideals of
scholarship, leadership and service.

First Grader Finalist
In Essay Contest
MOUNTAINSIDE – Students in
grades Kindergarten to 12 attending
Beechwood School in Mountainside
celebrated “School Library Media
Month” in April by writing essays on
the topic, “Why My School Library is
Important to Me.”
Amanda Radick, a first grader, was
recently selected from the school entries as one of the New Jersey Association of School Librarians’ (NJASL)
finalists.
Students at Beechwood School submitted essays to Sheila Silagyi, librarian and media specialist, in response to
an essay contest sponsored by the
NJASL.
NJASL President Leslie Blatt and
her committee of essay judges poured
over hundreds of essays submitted by
students in grades K through 12 throughout New Jersey. In the essays, students
expressed a love for reading and explained the importance of having a
school library staffed by a librarian to
teach the skills necessary for academic
success and life-long learning.

Baker, Csaszar, Flood
Graduate Bucknell U.
AREA – Bucknell University conferred nearly 900 bachelors and masters degrees during commencement
ceremonies on May 18.
Nina Baker of Scotch Plains, daughter of Stephen and Marjorie Baker,
graduated Cum Laude with a Bachelor
of Arts degree in anthropology.
Eric Csaszar of Mountainside, son of
Edward and Randy Csaszar, graduated
with a Bachelor of Science degree in
business administration in management.
Ashley Flood of Westfield, daughter
of John and Marianne Flood, graduated
Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in interdepartmental studies.

a.m. to 1 p.m.
The event will include fitness classes
for children ages three to 13. Kids can
come and exercise in a fun class or also
with their parents.
Participating in or attending the event
will help raise funds for children of the
world who are stricken with diseases
such as cancer, AIDS and Sickle Cell
Anemia. These funds will help St. Jude
in its ongoing fight against childhood
cancer and other diseases.
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital is internationally recognized for
its pioneering work in finding cures
and saving children with cancer and
other catastrophic diseases. Founded
by the late entertainer, Danny Thomas, and based in Memphis, Tenn.,
St. Jude freely shares its discoveries
with scientific and medical communities around the world. A family
never pays for treatments not covered
by insurance, and families without
insurance are never asked to pay. St.
Jude is financially supported by
American Lebanese Syrian Associated Charities (ALSAC), its fund raising organization, through events such
as Workout for St. Jude.
To participate or make a donation,
call Debbie Heinz at (908) 232-6100.
For more information, visit stjude.org.

CF Senior Named
Merit Scholar
CRANFORD – Villanova University sponsored a National Merit Scholarship for William Albert, of Cranford,
whose probable field of study at
Villanova University will be mechanical engineering.
William qualified for the Merit Scholarship based on his preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship qualifying
test score. As a semifinalist, he represented less than 1 percent of New
Jersey’s seniors.
Finalists need to present an outstanding academic record to be endorsed and
recommended by a school official, have
earned SAT scores that confirm the
qualifying test, and provided an essay
describing activities, interests and goals.
Of the 15,000 semifinalists, more
than half are 2008 Merit Scholarship
winners.

Larkin Graduates
From U. of South
SCOTCH PLAINS – On May 11,
Morgan Larkin of Scotch Plains
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
degree with a major in English from
the University of the South. Morgan
is the child of Mr. and Mrs. John
Stephen Larkin.

Have a GOLDen
Summer at the

Westfield Area Y
Join for
June, July & August
Gold membership for 3 months!
• $200 SINGLE ADULT
• $300 FAMILY

IN A NEW JERSEY STATE OF MIND…Fourth graders from Holy Trinity
Interparochial School in Westfield traveled to Trenton for a day at the State
House and Old Barracks. The students’ tour guide let them get a glimpse of
Governor Jon Corzine and former acting Governor Richard Cody.

Features: FREE Fitness Classes *

Cardio Room 120+ Pieces *Strength
Training & NEW Free Weight Equipment
* Two Pools *Two A/C Racquetball
Courts * Fitness Express Center *
Whirlpool * Sauna * Free Babysitting
*A/C Double Gym * Family Open Gym &
Swim Time * Nutritionist & Personal
Trainers on Staff * On Site Overlook
Hospital Community Health Screenings

Westfield Area Y
220 Clark Street
Robert & Virginia Bauer Family Branch
422 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090

GIVE ME A…Art students at Westfield High School were invited to submit their
renditions of how they thought the Lincoln Lion, the Lincoln School mascot, should
look. Emily Walus, a senior who will be attending the Rhode Island School of Design
in the fall, created the winning design. Emily is pictured receiving a certificate of
recognition and a check to an art supply store from Interim Assistant Superintendent of Instruction and Curriculum Anita O’Neal. Newly appointed Lincoln School
Principal Audrey Zavitz proudly displays the drawing made by Emily.

High School PTSO Seeks
Volunteers to Fill Committees
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
High School (WHS) PTSO, an association organized to support WHS
students, is currently looking for volunteers.
The PTSO meetings offers parents
and students opportunities to discuss
what is happening each month at
school, raise questions, express concerns, meet the faculty and staff and
learn about issues covered in each
month’s program.
Listed below are committees in
need of volunteers.
Community Service/Internship Fair
— tentatively scheduled for October,
various community organizations
seeking high school students as volunteers to gather together and explain
the opportunities available.
College and Careers Night — one
evening in November. Duties include
providing refreshments for representatives from colleges who visit with
parents and students to discuss their
college or career.
Directory — assists the chairperson, in the early fall, in getting the
directory ready for typing, proofreading, printing and distribution.
Fine Arts — assists with Youth Art
Month and distributes WHS student
artwork throughout downtown
Westfield in early March, and picks it
up in early April to return to the
school. Attend PT Council Fine Arts
meeting before the show for instructions.
Hospitality — provide and serve
refreshments at PTSO meetings and
on occasion, other parent meetings.
Preferably someone who attends
meetings on a regular basis.
Project Graduation — help the
BASH committee put together the
graduation party by chaperoning,
decorating and food service assistance. Non-senior parents are encouraged.
Project ’79 — serve as liaison between Project ’79 parents group and
PTSO.
Three PT Council Representatives
— attend monthly meetings of
PTCouncil (third Thursday of each

Children Plant Seeds
At Garden Work Day
SCOTCH PLAINS – Last month,
the students in the Jump Start, Pre-K,
PDD and Kindergarten classes at
Brunner School in Scotch Plains participated in a garden workday in the
Children’s Garden.
Parent volunteers helped the 175
children with planting. Others who
contributed to the success included
Joe Toro of Toro Landscaping Company and Sanguiliano Garden Center
in Scotch Plains.
Bernadette Hoyer, Jump Start Pre-K
teacher, began the Children’s Garden in
1996, with her Pre-K classes and it has
been growing strong ever since.

month) to hear what is going on within
the school system. have the opportunity to speak to the superintendent of
schools and school board members.
Public Relations — one volunteer
needed to notify local newspapers
and Channel 36 of upcoming PTSO
meetings two weeks prior to each
meeting.
Recruitment Committee — the
members of this committee will be
called upon to help out as needed
throughout the year.
Sunshine Committee — this committee will bring sunshine to our
PTSO families-in-need by providing
assistance with meals, driving, etc. in
time of serious illness, death or other
loss.
Teacher Appreciation Luncheon —
held in May, the PTSO organizes a
reception to thank the entire WHS
staff. Volunteers needed to provide
food, baked goods, etc. and help set
up and clean up afterward.
Those interested should submit
their name, phone number, e-mail,
mailing address and student’s grade
for 2008-2009, and return it to: Abby
Urban at 215 South Scotch Plains
Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090 or email gabwithab@aol.com.
WHS PTSO and related community information is available at
westfieldnjk12.org/education/dept/
dept.php?sectiondetailid=9011.

SP Senior Receives
$40,000 Scholarship
SCOTCH PLAINS – Union County
Academy for Information Technology senior David Langer of Scotch
Plains has received one of the
McKelvey Foundation’s $40,000 Entrepreneurial Scholarships.
David, who hopes to study either
engineering or business in college, is
the founder of Kingpin Hosting and
Web Design, a web-hosting and webdesign firm.
The web design aspect of KingPin
provides website design, graphic design, custom flash animation and
Facebook application development,
database driven websites, e-mailing
lists, shopping car systems and content-management systems.
After college graduation, David said
he hopes to become the CEO of his own
tech-related business and utilize his
computer and mathematical abilities to
develop new and innovative products.
The McKelvey Foundation was
launched by Andy McKelvey, former
CEO of Monster.com and lifelong entrepreneur. The foundation began their
Entrepreneurial Scholarship program
in 2005.
The vision of the foundation is to
build a large network of young business
owners from across the country and
connect them with each other for the
purpose of learning through sharing
their business experiences.

The Rotary Club of Westfield

908-233-2700 * www.westfieldynj.org
Financial Assistance is Available * Y Code: Gold08

JCC Summer Swim and Fun
Enjoy laps, lessons, laughter, and lounging at the JCC.
The JCC features an indoor pool for adult lap swim, swim lessons, and
aquatics classes while the newly-furnished outdoor pool is the spot for
outside fun. Take a break from the water at our new café, and join us
for supervised kids activities Tuesday evenings and Sundays.
Our welcoming fitness center and air-conditioned gymnasium are
included with your membership.

Your family can enjoy the JCC all summer for $130!
Individual memberships are as low as $72!
Summer starts today! New and expanded hours!
Mention this ad and contact Marla Itzkin, Member Services Director, at mitzkin@jccnj.org or ext. 236.

Wilf Jewish Community Campus
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
908-889-8800 • www.jccnj.org

The JCC of Central NJ is a constituent agency of the United Way and the Jewish Federation of Central NJ. Financial assistance is available for membership and various programs.

Helping Our Community For 86 Years
Please Join Us For Lunch
Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y
12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

www.westfieldrotary.com
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WF Author Says Sacred Cows
Should Be Put Out to Pasture

Sex and the City:
E.T. Phones for Help

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERG
2 and 1/2 popcorns

Point of disclosure: I have never witnessed one episode of “Sex and the
City.” Nope, not when it was first making waves for its frankness on HBO,
nor during its extended life in rerun. My
opinion of Michael Patrick King’s big
screen reprise might as well represent
the Martian point of view.
All the same, Carrie and Co. return in
what is unabashedly the ultimate chick
flick. It is what it is. Which means it has
fans and, hence, deserves more than an
offhanded “whatever” as appraisal. So,
I have obtained help from your planet.
Coming to my aid in an interplanetary
cultural change is Earthling Erin Grace
Goldberger, my daughter.
Rest assured there was no nepotism
involved in my choice. A recent graduate of Carnegie Mellon University with
a degree in professional writing and a
minor in photojournalism and digital
imaging, she is fully qualified to impart
the thoughts that have been chosen to
intersperse and thus balance this review.
Which reminds me…to those candidates from Harvard, Brown and Northwestern, thank you for your resumés.
You can be justifiably proud that prior
to my making a very difficult decision,
you were duly considered. Your monographs on Sex and the City were all
excellent. Unfortunately, my daughter’s
was much better. Good luck.
Sex and the City, the movie, isn’t
quite as blunt in its update on the mores,
folkways and wiles of Sarah Jessica
Parker’s Carrie, Kim Cattrall’s
Samantha, Kristin Davis’s Charlotte
and Cynthia Nixon’s Miranda. Times
change, even in so little time. Originally bawdy, then toned down for TBS,
it is now, albeit R-rated, hardly drastic.
Informs Erin: “My age group (22+) is
really the youngest to have watched the
show on HBO (unedited). I found it
funny that the theater was filled with 16year-olds who watched the censored
TBS versions and now claim the franchise their own.You heard a few gasps in
the audience as the sex was escalated.
Actually, that’s how the show was.”
On Mars, we knew that part of the
fantasy appeal was the clothes. But
now, the fashion statement seems curious. Relates Ms. Goldberger: “It’s silly,
over the top. New York isn’t like that.
It’s more ‘in’ to wear vintage stuff that
you found in your Aunt Tilly’s closet.”
Far more successful is the feature
that even an extraterrestrial could surmise is the saga’s most important aspect: the joyful qualities of friendship.
Less astute, or maybe I’m just taking
the alien line, is its view on the war

between the sexes. Still, there are moments when the writing handles both
subjects with heartfelt panache.
The plot structure is simple to a fault.
The gals have lives within as well as
outside the friendship, and always the
twain shall meet. They gather regularly,
usually at lunch, to update on whatever
calamities or joys befall. Advice and
criticism attend in quips, much like
bromides you’d hear from a radio shrink.
Of central concern is Miss Parker’s
Carrie, a successful writer who’s been
keeping company for some time with
Big (Chris Noth), a twice-divorced,
well-to-do financier. Beyond his wealth,
the dullard’s appeal is a mystery. But
just to complicate matters, he brings up
the “M” word. A condo dubbed Heaven
on Fifth Avenue is part of the bait.
Doubtless there are women who will
take umbrage at all the oohing, ahhing
and swooning Carrie exudes as regards
the closet to be housed within the hardly
humble abode. But Heaven is shortlived when Big does a big no-no, giving
our heroine of love the opportunity to
slip into Hell hath no fury mode.
She exiles to a tiny Mexican resort,
her commiserating handmaidens in tow.
The timeout for healing reminds of the
Reno pity parties in George Cukor’s
The Women (1939), only much less
funny. That is, unless you consider it
particularly hilarious when Charlotte
finds herself the victim of Montezuma’s
revenge.
Here, away from the rigors of more
costume changes than Loretta Young
made in any one TV season, the gang
takes inventory of its loves, losses and
future prospects. Lawyer Miranda’s
marriage has fallen on tough times.
Lusty Samantha’s long relationship with
a soap opera star is hampering her
libidinal style.
My no-nonsense consultant, whose
first contribution to this column was
her ebullient assessment of The Little
Mermaid (1989), now takes a harder
tack when she rhetorically queries,
“Doesn’t Carrie grieve for a bit too
long? In real life, there would have been
a crazy blowout or three. Communication is key.”
And, bemoaning the paper doll characterizations, she concludes her early
Father’s Day gift by noting, “Only
Kristin Davis, who didn’t have a particularly strong part in the TV version,
does a great job here. Her character
actually has opinions.”
***
Sex and the City, rated R, is a New
Line Cinema release directed by
Michael Patrick King and stars Sarah
Jessica Parker, Kim Cattrall and Kristin
Davis. Running time: 148 minutes.

Plein-Air Artist Displays
Exhibition at Malamut
AREA – On Thursday, June 19, from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m., plein-air artist Seppo
Siimes, from Bedminster, will talk about
his solo exhibition, “Atmospheres and
Compositions of Nature,” on display at
the Les Malamut Gallery, through August 18.
This evening is a part of the continuing series of gallery talks, free to the
public, to introduce the artists and their
works. It presents the opportunity to
hear Mr. Siimes discuss his painting
techniques and how he approaches creating his paintings on location.
The talk will be held in the gallery, as
well, so attendees will also have the
opportunity to view the exhibit. Mr.
Siimes is a pure plein-air artist, meaning that all of his work is done on
location.

“In this way,” he said, “I get to enjoy
and capture the atmosphere of the
scene.”
He said he believes “there are no set
formulas for beauty in a landscape. It
can be found throughout the day and
under many different atmospheres. It is
for the plein-air artist to find the scene
and bring its subtleties to the canvas.”
Mr. Siimes has created 200 paintings
to date. He holds a Bachelor of Architecture degree from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and continues to practice architecture.
The Les Malamut Art Gallery is open
during Library hours. The gallery, which
is wheelchair-accessible, is located
downstairs in the Union Public Library,
located at 1980 Morris Avenue. For
more information, call (908) 851-5450.

Jr. Musical Club to Hold
New Member Auditions
WESTFIELD – At its February auditions, the Westfield Junior Musical
Club, a performing group of high school
instrumentalists, vocalists and pianists
from Westfield and nearby communities, welcomed five new members:
Amanda Chen, Armando Lamberti,
Mary Lamberti, Brenda Li and Mary
Kate Mueller.
Violinist Amanda Chen is a freshman at John P. Stevens High School in
Edison, where she plays in the Chamber Ensemble. She has studied violin
for eight years with Lubove Schnable
in Fanwood.

Auditions Announced
For Summit Festival
SUMMIT – Brahms’ Ein Deutsches
Requiem and Tragisches Overture are
the selections for the seventh annual
Summit Music Festival. Auditions for
chorus members will be from 7 to 9
p.m. on Mondays, June 16 and June
23, in the choir room at the Central
Presbyterian Church. The church is
located at 70 Maple Street in Summit.
There will be nine evening and
Saturday rehearsals from June 28 to
the performance on Saturday evening,
July 26.
All voice parts are needed for the
chorus; however, men are especially
encouraged to audition. Required repertoire for auditions is the first movement of the requiem, “Selig sind, die
da Leid tragen.” Scores are available
at World of Music, located at 99 Summit Avenue. For more, call (908) 2731171.
To schedule an audition, contact
Jason Tramm, festival conductor, at
info@summitmusicfestivalnj.com.

Armando Lamberti, a junior at
Roselle Catholic High School, has been
studying violin with Steve Rochen for
eight years at the Third Street Music
School in Manhattan.
Pianist Mary Lamberti, an eighth
grader at Saint John the Apostle School
in Clark, has been studying the piano
for four years with Clarisse Kant in
Cranford.
Brenda Li, already a member of the
Junior Musical Club as a pianist, is a
freshman at John P. Stevens High School
in Edison. She has been studying violin
for six years with Lubove Schnable in
Fanwood and piano for nine years with
Annie Lai in Edison. Brenda plays violin in the Greater Newark Youth Orchestra.
Violinist Mary Kate Mueller is an
eighth grader at Hillside Avenue
School in Cranford. She has been
studying violin with Lubove Schnable
in Fanwood for three years. Mary
Kate plays first violin in the Greater
Newark Youth Orchestra, the New
Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra
and its Chamber Orchestra.
The Westfield Junior Musical Club
will hold its next auditions on June
15, 4:30 pm at the home of Elena
Bartolf, 1570 Shackamaxon Drive,
Scotch Plains.
Auditions for membership are open
to music students in grades 8 to 12
from Westfield and the surrounding
area.
Two pieces must be performed for
the audition committee: one piece from
the period up to and including
Beethoven, and the other piece from
the Romantic or Modern period. To
audition, contact Ben Baron, vice-president of Auditions, at (908) 233-4136.
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RHYMES WITH STYLIN’...Area band Milan has done everything from perform a jazz show at Westfield Memorial Library to rocking out a tavern in New
Brunswick.

Local Band Milan Imports
Rock-Reggae to New Bruns.
By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NORTH PLAINFIELD — When
people see the word “Milan,” they
think of wine, fine architecture and
the Italian countryside. But on a Saturday night last month, that word also
became attached to rock-reggae
through North Plainfield band Milan
(pronounced My-Lin).
The band played a 40-minute show
at New Brunswick’s Court Tavern, in
which they conjured up the spirit of
90’s rock-reggae legend Sublime.
Singer-guitarist Milan Lazistan III
played punk-rock and reggae guitar
lines of reggae, while also firing off
blues-esque solos (even playing with
his teeth on a cover of Jimi Hendrix’s
“Voodoo Chile”).
His singing perfectly conjured the
dub-meets-street tones of Sublime
singer-guitarist Bradley Nowell.
Though the music’s tone changed
constantly, bassist Dave Sloyan and
drummer Edwin Estevez Jr. adapted
to every change perfectly, while putting on energetic displays. Edwin
switched between playing and beating his drums, culminating in a fastpaced drum solo that threatened to
smash them to pieces.
As for Dave, his energetic, bouncing basslines were matched only by
his on-stage dancing, in which he
jerked and kicked in perfect time with
the music. Dave was utterly dedicated to the task at hand, not even
stopping to get his glasses when they
flew off during “Voodoo Chile.”
Though the current band has only
been together a year, Milan and Edwin
have known each other for 10 years.
“We first started together in a band
called DeRailed,” said Milan, who
counts jazz, reggae and blues among
his influences. “We started it about
three years after high school, but we
had money problems and got burnt
out playing all the time, so we broke
up.” But when Milan decided to record
a solo EP and needed a band, he knew
who to call for drums.
“He called me up, and I hadn’t
played since DeRailed,” Edwin recalled. “But I came, and we were
really able to have fun again. ” The
duo then decided to form a new band.
“We called it Milan because it
sounded different. Plus, he kept saying it was his name on the album,”
Edwin joked.
While drums and guitar were now

ready, the band ran into a problem
getting a bass player.
“We went through 16 guys, and
none of them worked out,” Milan
said. “I met Dave while subbing at
North Plainfield High. I asked, and he
said ‘yes.’”
“It was awesome.” Dave said. “I’d
heard Milan and Edwin before, and I
totally respected them. Plus, they were
doing Sublime-type music, and that’s
my favorite band, so it was a nobrainer.”
“It’s sad, but Dave is the most responsible out of all of us,” Edwin said
with a laugh. “He makes us do sound
check and make sure we’ve packed
everything beforehand.”
The band has played around New
Jersey and New York, and gotten involved in a four-round Battle of the
Bands that will culminate in a final
competition at the Starland Ballroom
in New York City.
They have also had radio play in
Brooklyn and New Jersey of their
song “10,000 People,” their only political song thus far, which tells the
story of a boy going to Iraq for money
and being killed.
“It wasn’t a personal experience for
me, but I felt like people needed to
wake up.” Milan said. “It’s really a
song that gets people emotional; we’ve
gotten a lot of angry blogs about it.”
Currently, the band has two major
focuses – “We try to play as many
shows as we can. We really will play
anywhere.” Edwin said. “We’ve
played a jazz show for seniors at the
Westfield Library, and we headlined
a talent show in a North Plainfield
school where Milan subbed. We
taught the kids to clap, and we played
[Bob Marley’s] ‘Three Little Birds’
with them clapping along.”
“Our other big priority is the new
record,” Milan said. “We’ve been recording it at Cyclone Studios in
Flemington. A guy named Bill Mann
is working with us on it, but we’re
short on cash, so it’s taking a while to
get it out,” Milan added before saying
with a laugh “donations are accepted.”
As for the future, the band does not
focus on the big picture and is content
to take it one day at a time. “Right
now, it’s really just shows and the
album.” Milan said. “We’ll deal with
the rest when it happens.”
Milan’s album can be ordered
online at myspace.com/milannj or at
Westfield’s Sound Station Records.

Carriage House Poetry
Features Farawell Reading
FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free poetry reading on Tuesday, June 17, at 8 p.m. in the Kuran
Arts Center on Watson Road, off North
Martine Avenue, adjacent to Fanwood
Borough Hall.
The featured reader will be poet
Martin Farawell, the Associate Director for the International Geraldine
R. Dodge Poetry Festival and the
Dodge Foundation’s Poetry Program.
Mr. Farawell is a New Jersey native
and a graduate of New York
University’s Creative Writing Program. He has been a frequent Pushcart Prize nominee and he received a
writing fellowship from the New Jersey State Council on the Arts. He
taught writing and literature for 12
years before joining the staff of the
Dodge Poetry Program. Mr. Farawell

is the author of a chapbook, “Genesis: A Sequence of Poems,” and his
work has appeared in a variety of
journals and anthologies. In addition
to writing poetry, Mr. Farawell is also
a playwright. His plays have been
performed off-off-Broadway and at a
variety of regional, college, community and international theaters, including The George Street Playhouse
and, most recently, as part of the
AmFest Theater Festival in South
Africa.
An open mic will follow the featured performance, for audience
members to bring and read poems of
their own.
For information call (908) 8897223 or (908) 889-5298. For online
directions and information about the
Carriage House Poetry Series, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

Twelfth Night to Be
Performed in Kenilworth
KENILWORTH –Shakespeare is
back in Kenilworth for the Bard on
the Boulevard Series. Hudson
Shakespeare Company (HSC) returns
with Twelfth Night, the first of three
free Shakespeare summer touring
productions on Thursday, June 26, at
7 p.m., on the David Brearley High
School football field, located at 14th
Street and the Boulevard.
This Shakespearean mistaken-identity piece, with a cross-dressing
theme, follows a shipwrecked heroine named Viola (Catherine Leong)
into the exotic and strange island of
Ilyria, set this time in a modern, Hawaiian setting.
Disguising herself as a man and
gaining employment with the local
lovesick Duke Orsino, (Jon
Ciccarelli), Viola embroils herself
with a rowdy band of beach combers,
led by the ever-drunk Toby Belch

(Tony White), Malvolio (Kevin Spencer), a stiff upper lip butler with a
strange fashion sense, Olivia
(Catherine Johnson), a love-struck
woman who becomes interested in
her, and Andrew Aguecheek (Brian
Hegerty), a nerdy guy who wants to
challenge Viola to a duel to the death,
all as she searches for her long lost
twin brother Sebastian (P. J. Brennan).
The show is free, and it is recommended to bring foldout chairs to the
event. In case of rain, the show will be
held at the Kenilworth Public Library, located at 546 Boulevard.
Since 1992, the company has been
touring year-round with Shakespeare
and modern plays set in a variety of
periods and styles.
For more information on Twelfth
Night and other HSC productions,
visit hudsonshakespeare.org or call
(908) 276-2451.

WESTFIELD – The business world
operates under many steadfast rules
and “sacred cows.”
Dated edicts such as “the customer
is always right” and “success breeds
success” are often repeated, but do
they hold weight anymore?
Three co-authors, including Bill
Schwab of Westfield, David Bernstein
and Beau Fraser, think not and believe
it is time to put
these archaic rules
out to pasture.
The three men,
partners in the
world-renowned
advertising agency
The Gate Worldwide, have published “Death To
All Sacred Cows,”
a business book
that identifies the
blindly followed
concepts of commerce and explains how to banish them from
business and replace them with alternatives that
promise a competitive edge.
“We didn’t actually set out to write
a book. I was working with David
Bernstein on an ad for The Gate. We
were trying to position the agency as
doing things in a creatively different
way to benefit our clients,” said Mr.
Schwab, who works as The Gate’s
creative director.
“One night, I was watching a movie
with a scene where a farmer shoots a
cow. The idea of eliminating metaphorical sacred cows as a better way
of doing agency business combined
in my head with the movie scene,” he
continued.
After creating a sacred-cow-inspired advertisement that ran in The
New York Times, the three men were
contacted by Will Schwalbe, a senior
editor at Hyperion Books who said
the threesome had stumbled upon a
great idea for a business book.
What followed next was a two–
year collaboration among the three
authors. They wrote some chapters
CONTINUED from 20

“This is my prayer,” Mr. Shaw said of
his Beatles rendition.
He is a throwback to solid vocalists
that exuded the soul of R&B. His voice
carries mostly high notes, but in time,
he found the low notes deep in his belly.
He even gave a nod to the original hiphop era by throwing in a beat box,
mimicking a bass line.
Kendra Ross, the Harlem Gospel
Choir and Leon also played on the
day’s lineup. And while some were
listening to the music, children were
playing in the towering, blow-up
waterslide, having their faces painted,
riding ponies and testing how far they

separately; other chapters are the result of a group effort.
“We drew on our individual and
collective experience and interests,”
said Mr. Schwab.
“I have an interest in history and
marketing history, for instance, and
researched material for several chapters.”
The book is targeted towards CEOs,
managers, salespeople, and advertisers, among other members of the business world.
“The book is
designed to make
us ask better questions,” said Mr.
Schwab. “Better
questions lead to
better answers,” he
said.
“I think the most
important thing is
to recognize that
sacred cows exist
and to be cognizant
of their potential
negative influence
on the success or
failure of a business,” he continued.
“Once we acknowledge the existence of…sacred cow[s], it becomes
relatively easy to find them within
your own organization. After all, they
are large and slow moving and spend
the day chewing grass,” he said.
Mr. Schwab has personally worked
on the advertising campaigns of clients like GE, United Airlines, Reebok,
BMW, Nikon, iRobot, Holiday Inn,
Fortune magazine and McDonalds,
among others.
Collectively, the three authors have
more than 60 years experience in the
advertising field.
Mr. Schwab’s son, Matthew, a professional photographer, photographed
the book’s cover.
“Death To All Sacred Cows” is
available at all local and online bookstores. It is also available in multiple
foreign languages and as an audio
book.
More information about “Death To
All Sacred Cows” is available at
DeathToAllSacredCows.com.
Plainfield Rhythm & Blues

could sling a water balloon, among
other activities that were some of the
best at a community event.
Blues, as some hardcore musicians
might say, is the father of today’s
music. It is a sound that has united
people of all colors and musical tastes,
through its layers of sound and lyrics
for the common man that transcend
race.
As Plainfield Mayor Sharon
Robinson-Briggs said, while on stage
speaking to the audience, the R&B
festival is about “unity.” So, next year,
tell your neighbor and grab your lawn
chair for some first-rate, free music.

Lennon Bus, Dan Zanes
Added to MusicFest ’08
CRANFORD — The John Lennon
Educational Tour Bus, a mobile audio recording and educational vehicle
that teaches students to play music,
write songs and more, and Grammy
award-winning artist Dan Zanes will
join a variety of attractions at Union
County MusicFest ’08 on September
5 and 6, at Nomahegan Park in
Cranford.
Other attractions on both days include the Major League Baseball Traveling Road Show, which houses pitching and batting cages and video game
kiosks, and the Marketplace, which
features a variety of vendors and food
merchants.
On Saturday, September 6, Kids
Kingdom Traveling Jubilee, an entertainment show featuring rides and
amusements for children, will be staged
at Shane Walsh Field. Also that day, a
Laser Tag center will also be available
for gamers to enjoy.
“We take great pride in being able to
make available the John Lennon Educational Tour Bus, which is a unique
musical experience,” said Freeholder
Vice Chairman Al Mirabella.
In its 11th year of touring, the John
Lennon Educational Tour Bus is proud
of its brand new bus and its studios.
For more information, visit
lennonbus.org.
Mr. Zanes, a former member of the
rock band Del Fuegos, will open
MusicFest and Kids Kingdom on September 6.
“Our goal is to provide high-quality,
family-style entertainment, and Dan
Zanes fits the bill,” said Freeholder
Chairman Angel Estrada.
MusicFest ’08, a free-admission fes-

tival now entering its 11th year, kicks
off Friday, September 5, with concerts
from 4 to 10 p.m. at Nomahegan Park in
Cranford. The next morning, the Rock
on! Walkathon and 5k Rock ’N’ Run
will precede the festival at 8 a.m. to
benefit the Love Hope Strength Foundation (lovehopestrength.org) and The
Valerie Fund (thevaleriefund.org).
Visit ucmusicfest.com for additional
artist announcements and attractions.

Dance into Summer
With WSW Classes
WESTFIELD – The Dance and
Movement Department of the 2008
Westfield Summer Workshop at Edison
Intermediate School on Rahway Avenue in Westfield is offering classes
from June 30 to July 31.
This department includes traditional
classes such as Broadway Jazz, Hip
Hop and Irish Dance.
Unique classes are also available such
as Fencing Gymnastics and Volleyball.
These classes join nearly 70 other
selections in arts, crafts, communications, drama, kaleidoscope, music, and
musical theater in the 2008 WSW program. Classes are held from 8:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m., with options for early
morning drop-off or a full day of programming in conjunction with the
Westfield YMCA.
For more information on the
Westfield Summer Workshop, call the
special summer number at (908) 5181551, visit the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts studios at 150-152 East
Broad Street in Westfield or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Gianchiglia Reception Takes
Place Tonight at Arts Center
SUMMIT – An opening reception
for Andrea Gianchiglia, an artist who
specializes in animal portraiture, will
take place tonight, June 12, from 6 to 8
p.m. at the Visual Arts Center of New
Jersey, located at 68 Elm Street in Summit.
The show, titled “Pet Portraits-Paws
and Claws,” runs now through July 16
at the art center.
Ms. Gianchiglia, who is on the faculty at the art center, teaches weekend
workshops for children and teens and,
over the summer, will be a Celebrate
our World Art Camp instructor.

Ms. Gianchiglia’s work showcases
each subject’s individuality and personality by realistically rendering the
play of light on the animal’s face, eyes
and coat.
“My representational style allows
me to create a true reflection of each
animal’s personality. I work mostly
in pencil, charcoal and oils and my
goal is to achieve a true likeness,” she
said.
All shows and receptions are open to
the public free of charge. For more
information, visit artcenternj.org or call
(908) 273-9121.
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Westfield High School Senior
Project has Fairytale Ending
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I’VE GOT RHYTHM. I’VE GOT MUSIC...Rhonda Thomas, a background singer for Isaac Hayes, belts out a tune during
Union County’s Rhythm & Blues by the Brook concert this past Saturday.

Expressions of Love, Unity Emanate
From Union County’s R&B Fest
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLAINFIELD — The expression of
love is the foundation for many songs
sung by the legendary Isaac Hayes.
Hits such as “Ellie’s Love Theme,”
“Never Can Say Goodbye” and “Walk
On By” had helped to get him inducted
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame six
years ago.
His deep, bourbon-like voice was
still intoxicating many of his longtime
fans at Union County’s “Rhythm &
Blues by the Brook” free concert on

Saturday afternoon in Plainfield’s Cedar Brook Park. When the clock neared
the time for his introduction on stage,
crowds moved their chairs closer to the
stage, some millimeters from the metal
barricade.
After his third song, the crowd was
chanting for him to play the “Theme
from Shaft,” the song that earned Mr.
Hayes an Oscar award. The crowd had
to wait it out.
“It’s too soon,” replied Mr. Hayes.
He tapped his keyboards while perched
atop a stool alongside his band mates,
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including a frontline of accompanying
keyboardists.
Although, Mr. Hayes’ 66 years of
age and a stroke he suffered two years
ago has slowed him down – he was
assisted to his keyboard, a post from
which he did not move – that did not
seem to subdue his fans. The crowd was
singing along, dancing or, when it was
just too hot in the 90-plus degree heat,
people were tapping their feet in their
chair.
Leading up to Mr. Hayes was a knockout, lively performance by up-andcomer Ryan Shaw. The Grammy nominee played his mix of gospel, soul and
blues that had teens and men old enough
to be their grandpas showing some of
their best moves on the lawn of Cedar
Brook Park.
“Do the 45” was akin to the ’50s era,
with sounds conjuring up Chuck Berry
and a tune that could stir up a dance
craze if it were in the times of “American Bandstand.” The video airs on BET
and VH1.
Most of his songs had just the right
tone of R&B to introduce Mr. Hayes –
from tunes such as “Choosin’,” about
self-love, and the Otis Redding cover
“Try a Little Tenderness” to Mr. Shaw’s
gospel version of The Beatles’ “Let it
Be.”
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WESTFIELD – Mia Pafumi always
wanted to play Ariel, Disney’s Little
Mermaid. That dream became reality
when, on June 5, she created the character as part of her senior project for
Warren Hynes’ English class at
Westfield High School (WHS).
For the half-hour show, billed as a
“Sing-a-long Celebration with Princesses,” Mia not only performed in it,
but wrote, produced and directed the
event.
“Originally, I wanted to do a brunch
with Disney princesses, but this project
just grew and evolved into what you
saw on Thursday,” the senior girl said in
a telephone interview.
And what the 300 children and parents saw in the high school’s auditorium was quite a production. “We were
told to try something new for the senior
project and then tell what we learned
about the experience,” Mia said. She
learned plenty.
A talented senior, recognized with a
Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star nomination, she has been an assistant director and participated in musical theater
at WHS, as well as with a child/teenbased summer Community Theater in
Kenilworth called C.A.S.T. (Community Actors Student Theater.)
But the “new” aspect of Mia’s project
came from being on the other side of the
audition table.
“Back in December, I held auditions
and callbacks,” she said. “I really tried

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LITTLE PRINCESSES WAIT FOR THE BIG ONES…Scotch Plains residents
Hope Kaczynski, left, dressed as Belle, her sister Annie as Snow White, Meagan
Bourke as Cinderella, Westfield resident Leila Giacomarro as another Cinderella
and Julia Bell of Scotch Plains as Ariel queue up for the Friday, June 5, princessthemed sing-a-long at WHS.

to match the look of each girl and her
vocal sound with that of the princess.”
Mia is familiar with these fictional
heroines. “I have always loved Disney,”
she explained, and although eventually

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader/ Times

MIA SQUARED…Pony tailed Mia
Albano of Westfield poses with her
heroine Ariel from “The Little Mermaid” played by Mia Pafumi, the
producer, director and coordinator
of the June 5 princess show at WHS.

ray of princesses (and princes) that
waved theatrically, sang beautifully and
interacted with children in photo sessions after the performance. Some songs
featured live piano accompaniment by
Andrew Monath, and others used orchestral renditions from CDs.
The whole process was an eye-opening one for Mia. “I learned always to
have a backup plan or two,” she laughed.
“Also, and I live by this, everything
happens for a reason.”
Explaining her philosophy, she said,
sounding like many Disney heroines,
“I look for the silver lining in everything.”
Finally, she learned whom she could
rely on in a pinch. “A million hugs to
Matt and Mike DiFabio, and all the
others who did sound and lighting,” she
said.
For her mom, aunts and uncles and
all of the friends who came through for
her, Mia said she will never forget what
they did to make magic for children and
to make her own dream come true.

WF Musical Club Lauds
Baron, Diep, Maran, Udell
WESTFIELD – The Musical Club petition for the past three years and has
of Westfield held its annual luncheon at won five, first prizes and three, second
the Shackamaxon Country Club in prizes in the piano solo category. Melvin
Scotch Plains on May 21. Sondra is also an accomplished violinist and
Tammam and Clarissa Nolde, co-chair- has participated in the Central Jersey
men of the scholarship awards commit- Regional Orchestra and All-State Ortee, presented the new scholarship win- chestra. In addition, he is the concertmaster of the WHS Chamber Orchestra
ners to the club.
Ben Baron is a senior at Westfield and a first violinist in the N.J. Youth
High School (WHS). He is currently Symphony. Melvin is currently studying piano under pianist and
principal bassoon of the New
musicologist Dr. Ferdinand
York Youth Symphony. He
studies with Marc Goldberg
Gajewski of Westfield.
Joey Maran is a senior at
at the Juillard School pre-colWHS, as well as a musical
lege division. Also, he has
participated in the Governor’s
theatre major at Somerset
County Vocational and TechSchool for the Arts, the
nical High School. This fall,
Kinhaven Senior Music
Camp, N.J. All State Wind
he plans to attend Ithaca ColEnsemble and Orchestra, and
lege where he will study acting/musical theatre. He has
the N.J. Youth Symphony. He
plans to attend the Mannes
performed in shows, such as
Ben Baron
School of Music in the fall.
“Triumph of Love,” “You
Melvin Diep is also a senior at WHS Can’t Take It With You,” “Ragtime,”
and has plans to begin his undergradu- “We Are The Ones,” “Celebration,”
ate studies at the University of Michi- “Godspell” and “Yerma.” Also, he has
gan as a piano major. Melvin has com- performed in “Hansel and Gretel” and
peted in the Music Educators Associa- “The Barber of Seville” with The Little
tion of New Jersey Annual Piano Com- Opera Company of New Jersey.
Nathanael Udell is a senior at South
Plainfield High School. This fall, he
will enter the Juilliard School as a French
horn major. He was principal horn of
the N.J. All State Wind Ensemble and
Orchestra, principal horn of the CJMEA
Orchestra, and was selected to participate in the ASTA
National Honor
Youth Orchestra in
Albuquerque, N.M.
Nathanael won the
CJMEA Concerto
Competition. He is
also a member of
the Philadelphia
Youth Orchestra.
He has earned a
Nathanael Udell scholarship
to
Kendall Bett International Horn Camp
this summer.
For membership information or to
make a donation to the scholarship
fund, contact Clarissa Nolde at
cnoldestudio@hotmail.com.

M-F 10:00 – 5:30 • Thurs. til 7:30
Sat. 10:00 – 5:00

the

she would like to study voice in Italy
after she graduates from Montclair
University with a major in vocal performance, she would love to do a co-op in
Disney.
The next step in her project was to
formulate a budget, solicit volunteers
and sponsors and anticipate every aspect of the half-hour production.
Wanting the princesses to look authentic, she set about finding a costumer. “Ever since I was young, I saw
the costumes our neighbor, Alyssa
Korner, made for Halloween; they won
contests every year,” Mia said.
The teen was thrilled when Mrs.
Korner agreed to help Mia with tailoring items that were loaned or donated.
More friends and relatives got on
board with the project. All of the profits
will go to C.A.S.T. because, as Mia
said, “They gave me such a positive
theater experience; I want to give back.”
As the project grew, the e-mails and
phone calls flooded the Pafumi household. Her mother, Paula, handled ticket
orders and grew alarmed with the demand. “I’ve raised four children. And I
know how tough it is for little ones to
wait in line for something,” Mrs. Pafumi
explained via telephone.
“My biggest disappointment was to
have to turn kids away,” the teen producer said.
In the end, Mia relied on her mother’s
advice. “She told me that for safety’s
sake, I should cap the tickets at 300.”
The half–hour show, led by
Tinkerbelle Pami Marks, starred an ar-
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SCOTCH PLAINS – Paper Mill
Playhouse’s 13th Annual Rising Star
Awards were announced recently and
include the following nominations:
Scotch Plains Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) was named for three
awards for their spring musical. Matthew Campbell was named as a Final
Nomination for his Scenic Achievement of Urinetown, the Musical.
Honorable Mention was gleaned
by SPFHS in two award categories:
Outstanding Performance by a Primarily Student Orchestra, and Musical Direction by John Brzozowski.

