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SIXTY CENTS

County Taxes to Rise 5.5 Percent
In $438 Million Spending Plan
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — County taxes will
rise in all but two of Union County’s
21 municipalities under a $437.7 million budget introduced by the Board
of Chosen Freeholders last Thursday
night.
To support the plan, taxes would be
raised $13.1 million or 5.48 percent
over last year with the average increase per household calculated at
$68, according to county officials.
While the spending plan is $2.3
million over last year, officials said
the tax levy was reduced by $2.37
million from the $254 million in taxes
proposed in the $436.2 executive bud-

get released by County Manager
George Devanney in February.
“I am very pleased with the outcome [of the budget],” said Al
Mirabella, chairman of the board’s
fiscal affairs committee. He said while
“no one likes to raise taxes” the reductions from the executive budget
resulted in “a job well done” by county
officials. “It’s a hard process and these
are challenging times,” he said.
Mr. Devanney said taxes account
for 54 percent of the total spending in
the 2008 budget, down from 58 percent last year.
Locally, county taxes in Westfield
will increase $1.5 million to $25.1
million, a reduction of $234,693 from

Katherine Vowell for The Westfield Leader

THE HEROES AMONG US…Mrs. Fitzhenry gives a heart-filled thank you to
Dr. Thomas Streko and Dr. Malcolm Schwartz for saving the life of her son
Michael. The two doctors were presented with Westfield Civic Awards at Tuesday
night’s town council meeting. Mrs. Fitzhenry also took this opportunity to thank
the community for its support throughout the past four months

Xocolatz Approved to Open
Restaurant on Elmer St.
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Planning Board, on Monday night,
unanimously approved the parking
variance for Xocolatz’s new location
at 235 Elmer Street, an approval that
initiated applause by the audience.
This was continued from the case
initially heard on May 5. The variance consent was given with the conditions that the restaurant have a maximum seating of 60, instead of 68 as
proposed, valet parking available at
peak times to alleviate confusion and
difficulty parking in the small spaces,
a solution owner Jaime Chaves proposed, widening of the driveway from
14 to 18 feet for safe two-way traffic,
deliveries made before 10 a.m., the
additional purchase of two parking
permits, and signage that state directions for restaurant parking.
Demitrios Elenis, co-owner of the
Westfield Diner, which is next door
and whose parking lot abuts that of
the 235 Elmer Street lot, opposed the
variance because of the lack of parking. The 1,742-square-foot building
requires 23 parking spots for an eatery that is not primarily a full-service
restaurant, according to the town’s
zoning law. Eleven parking spaces
are available on-site.
Mr. Chaves told The Westfield
Leader that he tried to have a “friendly
discussion” with the owner of the
Westfield Diner but “he refused to
speak to me.”
“This whole thing could have been
avoided with a phone call. I would
have gladly complied” with a parking
solution, Mr. Chaves said.
Board members James Foerst,
Francis Smith and Lori Duffy each
agreed that the benefits of having Mr.
Chaves open a second restaurant outweighed the detriment of a lack of
parking. They thought his current lo-

cation on Elm Street is successful and
would lead to a thriving business in
the new spot.
“The site has not housed a successful business in 10 years,” said Ms.
Duffy about the Elmer Street locale,
which presently is occupied by
Annie’s Gourmet Kitchen.
“I think that area needs an uplift,”
Mr. Foerst said.
Mr. Chaves told The Leader that he
and his wife have not decided yet if
they would close the current restaurant to open the one. “That’s under
discussion with my wife,” he said. He
said he thought there could be “one
Xocolatz on Elmer Street” and he
could change the business on Elm
Street. “There are a lot of possibilities with the [new] space,” he said.
During the planning board’s discussion, Mr. Foerst also said the
Westfield Diner is “52 spaces short.”
He also said since Mr. Chaves’ eight
employees will not park in the lot that
the site is “only four short.”
He also said, “I give little weight”
to the memo written by planner Paul
Grygiel, hired by the opposition. He
called it “boiler plate” and something
out of a “textbook of a planning class.”
Board member Robert Newell said
Mr. Grygiel had some valid points,
but voted to approve the application.
Mr. Grygiel stated in his testimony
that because the current property contains new, “state-of-the-art” kitchen
equipment, he does not deem it a
hardship. He said this in response to
a memo, written on May 22, by town
planning consultant Judy Thornton.
He argued that the kitchen equipment
could be moved off-site.
He also said a business containing
60 some seats should be considered a
full-service restaurant, a term the
board considers sit-down dining.
Mr. Chaves claims his business is
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

A SPECIAL GUEST…Governor Jon Corzine is Westfield Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky’s guest on the mayor’s TV-36 program. The interview, now airing on
TV-36, was taped last week at Drumthwacket, the New Jersey Governor’s
residence in Princeton. See story on page 3.

the executive budget. The average
assessed home in Westfield will see
an average increase of $147 to $2,445.
In Scotch Plains, taxes will jump to
$14.2 million, an increase of $429,816
over 2007, and $132,121 lower than
the executive budget.
Fanwood’s county tax portion will
jump $115,320 to $3.9 million, a
$36,384 drop from Mr. Devanney’s
budget. The average home in the borough will pay $1,456 in county taxes,
which is $43 over last year.
Meanwhile, Garwood’s share of
county taxes will rise $169,115 to
$2.2 million, a slight decline of
$20,379 from the executive budget.
Mountainside residents will pay
$6.4 million, up $189,486 over last
year.Only Summit and Winfield will
see tax decreases this year. Winfield,
with just 1,500 residents, will pay
$60,739, down $816 from last year.
While Summit’s county portion will
drop $21,036 from last year, its share
of $23.7 million is the fourth highest
in the county behind Elizabeth, Union
and Westfield.
Westfield taxes’ have the second
highest, per-home total, trailing only
Summit, which is just over $3,000
per property owner. Mountainside is
third at $2,165, up $71 over 2007.
Freeholder Angel Estrada said the
tax levy was lowered from the executive budget in the areas of health
insurance, Social Security and sick
leave combined, and the Union
County
Vocational-Technical
Schools, where savings of $1.3 million, $750,000 and $322,740, respectively, were found. The Vo-Tech was
able to obtain additional state funding. Another $13 million reduction in
the executive budget came by reducing the proposed capital budget, which
had been $53.7 million.
Under questioning from John Bury
of Kenilworth, Mr. Estrada said there
were no layoffs in this year’s spending plan although some vacant positions have been kept open.
As announced earlier this year by
Mr. Devanney, the county faced a $26
million budget hole due to deficits at
its three county golf operations and at
Runnells Specialized Hospital. Officials said in a press release that they
expect an expansion at the hospital to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader

LET’S GET THE PARTY STARTED...Westfield students, all dressed up for the Senior Prom, fill a bus Saturday evening
at the pre-Prom party on Massachusetts Avenue in Westfield and head to the dance at Pines Manor in Edison. For more
Prom photos, see goleader.com/photos.

Lance Wins Nomination, Will Face
Stender for Congressional Seat
By FRED ROSSI, RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — State Senator Leonard
Lance of Hunterdon County won
Tuesday’s Republican Primary and
will face off against Democratic State
Assemblywoman Linda Stender of
Fanwood in the 7th District congressional race to succeed Republican
Rep. Mike Ferguson.
Mr. Lance handily defeated six
other candidates, including Kate
Whitman, the daughter of former
Governor Christine Whitman, Kelly
Hatfield, the former Summit council
president, and Martin Marks, Scotch
Plains mayor. Mr. Lance received
9,982 votes, or 40 percent, followed
by Ms. Whitman with 4,949 votes, or
20 percent, Ms. Hatfield with 3,787
votes, or 15 percent, and Mr. Marks
with 3,137 votes, or 12 percent. Tom
Roughneen, Darren Young and A.D.
Amar garnered the remaining 13
percent of the vote.

Ms. Hatfield won in Union County,
with 43 percent, to Mr. Marks’ 17
percent. She also received the most
votes in Westfield, Garwood and
Mountainside, while Mr. Marks easily
won in Scotch Plains and won
Fanwood by 22 tallies over Ms.
Hatfield.
Mr. Lance won in Hunterdon

School Board Appoints New
WHS Guidance Director
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education on Tuesday announced the appointment of Scott
White to fill the director of guidance
position at Westfield High School
(WHS) at a salary of $129,667, beginning August 11. He will replace
Steven Maczynski who is moving out
of state.
Mr. White held the same title at
Montclair High School for the last
three years and has a combined 17
years of experience in high school
counseling.
He holds a Master of Education
degree in Counseling and Human Development from Harvard Graduate
School of Education and a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Psychology from
Swarthmore College.
He was selected by a special committee involved in the hiring process.
“He has a good background in the
area and is passionate about it,” Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan said.
The public portion of the board
meeting began at 9 p.m., starting an
hour late due to a private session held
beforehand and an earlier reception
that was held over later than planned.
Interim Assistant Superintendent
of Curriculum and Instruction Anita
O’Neal gave a presentation on guiding parents through the host of assessment testing given to their children. The state department of education mandates a series of assessment
tests to all students in all grades as
part of the No Child Left Behind Act.
The school district also conducts separate testing, such as final exams and
Learnia literacy assessments, as well
as optional testing, such as the PSAT
and SAT.
Ms. O’Neal said that this is the first
year that the state offered a Spanish
version of the language assessment.
Formerly, if a student spoke limited
English they were exempt from taking the language part of the test.
After a large number of students
came out to a board meeting a month

ago to appeal for Marie Koch’s job as
a peer leadership counselor, Ms.
Dolan announced at Tuesday’s meeting that Ms. Koch will remain as a
teacher at Edison Intermediate School
and has spoken to her about having
some involvement in peer leadership.
Ms. Dolan said the program will
“not be exactly the way it is now.” Ms.
Koch will have some role at Edison in
the program but not at Roosevelt Intermediate School. This summer a
training program will take place for
staff at Roosevelt.
“The staff is looking forward to it,”
Ms. Dolan said. She also said that
seventh grade students can sign up
for the fall peer leadership program.
Robert Berman, business administrator, announced an acceptance for a
bid award for the removal and replacement of an electrical switchboard, which he said, is “original
from 1950,” at WHS in the amount of
$114,960 to Tabit Co. based in Butler.
Once that work is complete, he anticipates by the end of the month to
award a separate bid for installation
of an air conditioning system at the
school.
He also said windows are being
installed at Lincoln School which is
being converted into an early childhood childhood learning center, the
library is coming along at Roosevelt,
and touch up work is being done to
new windows at Edison. He said,
“We’re fine with the budget.”
Board member Julia Walker presented for first hearing a new district
policy on cyber-bullying, which is
the use of electronic information and
communication devices that threatens, harasses or intimidates a pupil(s)
or staff member(s), places a person in
fear of harm or has the effect of disrupting the operation of school.
Board member Ann Cary announced that at a recent Garden State
Coalition of Schools function that it
was announced that a change to move
school board elections to November
is under consideration, as well as a
teachers’ negotiation shifting from
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

County, with 63 percent of the vote,
followed by Ms. Whitman’s 18
percent. Mr. Lance also won in
Somerset County with 3,793 votes
ahead of Ms. Whitman’s 1,944 tallies.
Ms. Whitman won in Middlesex
County with 24 votes to Mr. Marks’
13 votes.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Raynor Denitzio for The Westfield Leader

VICTORY AT LAST…State Senator Leonard Lance receives the Primary
election results Tuesday night at his campaign headquarters in Flemington as
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield listens at right.

Doctors Receive WF Civic
Award; Pool to Open June 14
By KATHERINE VOWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Four months ago,
Dr. Thomas Streko, and Dr. Malcolm
Schwartz came to the aid of 13-yearold Michael Fitzhenry after he was
struck by a car on Mountain Avenue.
At Tuesday night’s town council meeting, these two men were honored for
their service with Westfield’s first
civic award.
“The civic award recognizes a private citizen who performs an act of
heroism and demonstrates exceptional decisiveness and presence of
mind, as well as extraordinary surface of action, responding to the needs
of his fellow citizen,” said Mayor
Andy Skibitsky prior to presenting
the two doctors with their awards.
After hearing a car crash outside of
their offices on February 18, the two
doctors rushed to the scene. A motorist who had lost control of her car had
hit Michael, and the doctors cleared
his airway before the paramedics arrived. “Because of their schooling,
brilliance and experience, they were
able to go out there and save Michael’s
life,” Mr. Skibitsky said.
“We didn’t hesitate to do what
needed to be done at the time,” said
Dr. Schwartz. “The people who should
be credited are those who took over
Michael’s care.”
The families of both doctors and
Michael’s parents were present at the
awards ceremony. The Fitzhenry’s
and Mayor Skibitsky collaborated to
find an appropriate method of recog-

nizing these men, which resulted in
establishing the Westfield Civic
Award. Following the presentation of
the awards, Michael’s mother thanked
the doctors and the community for its
support.
Also on the Tuesday night agenda,
five of Westfield’s police officers received promotions. Chief of Police
John Parizeau introduced the officers
and their families. Officers Jason
Rodger, Frank Padovano, Leonard
Lugo, Scott Rodger, and Christopher
Battiloro all were given promotions.
Bruce Kaufmann, president of the
New Jersey Parks and Recreation
Association, was present at the meeting to announce the postponement of
the opening of the Westfield Memorial Pool Complex due to extreme
weather conditions over the past few
months. The pool completion is postponed one week, with the pool set to
open on Saturday, June 14.
“I do not see any reason at this
stage why we will not be able to open
on June 14,” said Mr. Kaufmann. “We
do not want to sacrifice the quality of
the pool for a one-week delay.”
Two ordinances were up for discussion at Tuesday’s meeting. In regards to the ordinance that would
establish a historic preservation commission, Westfield residents Pat
Velderman, Wally Parker and Patricia
Volini all spoke in favor of the ordinance. “I think that it is very well
constructed, and a step forward in
terms of protecting and securing the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Mountainside Discusses Law
Regulating Portable Storage
By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Courtesy of Jane Goellner

PRETTY AS FLOWERS...At the Perch house in Westfield last Saturday, young
adults are all dressed up on the way to the Westfield High School Prom.

Lance and Stender to
Battle for Congress Seat
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mr. Lance, speaking to supporters
at the American Legion Hall in
Flemington at 10 p.m., criticized the
“do-nothing Democratic Congress,”
and said, “We cannot tax or borrow or
spend our way to fiscal responsibility
— and that is the contrast that exists
in the general election.” He said he
has the “experience and independence
necessary to fight in Washington for
the fundamental change that is
necessary to improve our economy
and make the lives of the next
generation better than our own.”
He told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that he intends to campaign
“vigorously,” and believes his views
“are the views of the overwhelming
majority of the people of this congressional district,” pointing specifically to “fiscal responsibility, social
moderation and strong environmental protection.” He also said that Senator John McCain, the presumptive
GOP presidential nominee, “will run
very well in New Jersey and he will
carry this Congressional district overwhelmingly.”
Ms. Whitman, speaking to
supporters at her parents’ home in
Oldwick, said the high voter turnout
in Sen. Lance’s home of Hunterdon
County “was a huge factor” in the
voting. She congratulated the other
candidates and said she was “proud
of the campaign that we ran.”
As for her political future, she told
The Times, “We’ll see what happens,”
but for now, she said she looked
forward “to being able to take my
kids to school in the morning instead
of having to campaign at train
stations.”
Ms. Hatfield, awaiting the returns
at a supporter’s home in Summit, told
The Times she felt “very good about
what we’ve done,” namely running
what she called “a positive, issuefocused campaign. I don’t think
Republicans want to see one
Republican bashing another
Republican — it’s not good for
Republicans. In general,” she added,
“the people I have talked to are
disenfranchised with bashing and
negative campaigning.”
Mr. Marks spoke to several dozen
supporters at Scotch Hills Country
Club shortly after 9:30 p.m. and soon
after he spoke with Mr. Lance, who

he called “a good man” and “a true
gentleman.” Mr. Marks said it was
“of the utmost importance that we get
behind” Mr. Lance in his upcoming
campaign against Ms. Stender.
Invoking the 2006 campaign theme
of Mr. Ferguson, who chose not to
run this year for fifth term, Mr. Marks
said that “Linda Stender is still a
spender.” He thanked his family, as
well as his campaign staff for their
support and efforts.
“I don’t know what the future will
bring politically for me,” he said,
who is not running for re-election in
this year’s municipal election and
will leave the Scotch Plains Township
Council in January after 12 years. He
said he had learned two major lessons
in life, one from his mother, who
reminded him that “life isn’t always
fair, and if you remember that, you’ll
maintain your sanity.”
The other lesson, he said, was from
Mick Jagger of the Rolling Stones,
who wrote that “you can’t always get
what you want, but if you try
sometimes you just might find you
get what you need,” and, turning to
his wife and two children, said he had
what he needed with them.
In the U.S. Senate race, Democratic
incumbent Senator Frank Lautenberg
easily defeated Rep. Rob Andrews of
Haddon Heights and will square off in
November against former Rep. Richard Zimmer, who easily defeated Senator Joseph Pennacchio of Morris
County and Ramapo College business
professor Murray Sabrin.
Mr. Lautenberg won in Union
County with 68 percent of the vote,
while Mr. Pennacchio defeated Mr.
Zimmer in the county balloting.
All three Democratic incumbents
won re-nomination to run for fresh
three-year terms on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders. Democrats Angel Estrada of Elizabeth, Rick
Proctor of Rahway and Nancy Ward
of Linden defeated challengers from
Elizabeth and Linden and will face
Republicans Michael Yakubov of
Roselle Park, John Russitano of
Westfield and Joseph Franchino in
November. They easily defeated candidates aligned with Mr. Sabrin.
John Maguire, Katie Rogers and
Paul J. Peyton contributed to this
story.

MOUNTAINSIDE – During Tuesday
night’s work session, council members
discussed the second reading of an ordinance to regulate the use of Portable Containerized Property Storage Facilities
(PCPSF), which are usually in place during construction.
According to council members, residents are leaving PCPSFs on their properties for extensive periods of time, creating a problem for neighbors. The ordinance will prohibt residents from leaving
PCPSFs in their driveways for longer
than 30 days.
The council has not yet decided how long
residents who already have a PCPSF on
their property will have to apply for a permit, or how long residents who have PCPSFs
with measurements that do not adhere to the
ordinance have to remove them.
Borough officials also discussed releasing council information in the

borough’s recreation newsletter, which is
sent to all Mountainside residences five
times a year.
“There are certain things we don’t get
out to the residents, that we should,” said
Mayor Robert Viglianti.
According to Recreation Director Frank
Masella, inserting the council information would take away from the recreation
newsletter.
The Deerfield School valedictorian and
salutatorians will receive a resolution of
congratulations during the council’s regular meeting on June 17.
Another ordinance that will be heard
on second reading at the council’s meeting would allow the borough to charge a
$50 fee for any residential or non-residential construction project in which
someone changes contractors during the
course of the project.
The meeting concluded with the council going into executive session to discuss
health benefits.

County Taxes
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

make the Berkeley Heights facility
“totally self-sustaining” by 2010.
Non-union employees had their
salary increases delayed until July 1,
and will also pay higher payroll deductions for health care to reduce
costs by $1 million.
Freeholder Dan Sullivan said the
county is facing the same budget challenges as municipalities.
Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said tax increases hit small towns,
like Garwood, hard, noting that Republican freeholder candidates have
defeated Democrats in Garwood three
out of the last four years. He said
voters want the county to lower taxes
in Garwood. The borough’s taxpayers will pay an average of $92 over
last year, or $1,207, in total county
taxes.
Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, accused the freeholders of only spend-

WF Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

historic nature of this town,” said Mr.
Parker.
The ordinance establishing a historical preservation commission was
carried in a 9 -1 vote. Councilman
Thomas Bigosinski voted against the
ordinance, because, as he stated two
weeks ago, he was against two nonWestfield residents holding a position on the commission.
Also passed in a unanimous vote
was a bond ordinance to authorize the
improvement of Westfield Avenue,
from Park Street to Grove Street, at a
cost of $210,000.
Finally, Rev. Jim Colvin and Rev.
Sarah Seivard Colvin appeared before the council to request their support to keep Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center open. “We are asking
for a resolution, that you would join
the eleven other communities that
have passed a resolution,” said Rev.
Colvin.
Mayor Skibitsky responded by stating that the council is gathering all of
the information before passing a resolution. Mayor Skibitsky said he has
plans early next week to meet with
the chair of the public safety committee and the chair of the finance policy
committee to discuss the appropriate
course of action.

ing money “on yourselves” to help
win re-election. She said the county
averages $1.25 million in spending
per day.
“You are not serving the people,”
she said.
Refuting her statement, Mr.
Sullivan said later in the meeting that
the largest portion of the budget, $118
million, or 28 percent, is for health
and welfare programs for county residents.
A public hearing on the budget has
been set for Thursday, June 26, at 7
p.m. in the freeholders meeting room
at the Union County Administration
Building in Elizabeth.

Plan Bd.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

not fully dine-in, but equally supplies
catering, take out, delivery and sitdown dining.
A full service restaurant would require more parking, officials said.
Three members of the public supported Mr. Chaves during the public
comment period. Mr. Elenis offered
the only public opposing comment.
“I think he brings a certain je ne
sais quoi to the neighborhood,” resident Shelley DeJohn said. “He and
his wife run a first class operation.”
Manager of Annie’s, Catherine
Miller, said she never received a complaint from the Westfield Diner about
her customers parking in their lot.
Mr. Chaves told The Leader that he
does not know when he will open the
new location, but would like to open
soon.

WF BOE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the community to a county basis.
The approved personnel agenda
included transfer of staff to Lincoln
School. The Jefferson School nurse
will move to Lincoln, creating an
open nurse position at Jefferson. A
WHS custodian and a Franklin School
custodian will shift to Lincoln and
the Office of Instruction secretary
will move to Lincoln.
Dr. Dolan told The Westfield Leader
that the district will not hire new
teachers for Lincoln. Teachers will
be shifted from current schools.

Mrs. Stender Thanks Voters;
Promises Addressing Issues

Small to Large
Additions & Renovations
Building Yesterday Today
908-232-6380

www.simpsonsbuilders.com

“It’s a privilege and an honor to be
a candidate for Congress from the
Seventh District,” Assemblywoman
Linda Stender told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times yesterday. “I feel a
great responsibility to my constituents and I want to make them proud of
their representation.”
Mrs. Stender said that she planned
to continue to talk to district voters
about “the issues they are most concerned about,” including the economy,
the war in Iraq and efforts to elimi-

nate dependence on foreign oil
sources, stating that the current Republican administration had “failed
us miserably.”
Regarding dependence on foreign
oil, she said that the government needs
to look toward alternative fuel sources
and renewable resources.
In addition to bringing home American troops, Mrs. Stender also called
for a new GI bill to support returning
veterans, a measure she said would
be “an investment that will make our
country stronger.”

I’ve moved my office.
Stop by and visit me at
my new location today.

Bansky 4 x 5.5

(800) 554-6964
Ron Bansky
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com
Call or stop by for a free quote

Insurance subject to availability and qualifications.Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater, New Jersey. © 2007 Allstate Insurance Company.

Courtesy of the Luscombe family

PRE-PROM...Couples are ‘dressed to the nines’ at the Luscombe home on Maye
Street in Westfield. Pictured, left ot right, are: Andrew Bogatko, Shauna Latincsics,
James Hooper-Hamersley, Maria Kheyman, Sam Johnson, Alyssa Ulrope, Josh
Gregoire, Samantha Luscombe, Brian Fabiano and Claire Algarin.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Tuesday, May 27, an attempted burglary was reported at a physician’s office
within the 500 block of Springfield Avenue. A door and doorknob were damaged but entry was not gained.
Tuesday, May 27, after being stopped
for motor vehicle violations, Ramon
Verges, 35, of Paterson was arrested on
South Avenue in Garwood on outstanding traffic warrants from Newark and
Ridgefield. Bail amounts were $250 and
$89, respectively. He was released after
posting bail.
Tuesday, May 27, Raul Lasluisa, 53,
of Elizabeth was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at North Avenue and East
Broad Street on an active no-bail Union
County Sheriff’s warrant. He was turned
over to the Union County Sheriff, who
committed him to the Union County jail.
Tuesday, May 27, Stephen Heslin, 38,
of Ridgefield Park was arrested on three
criminal warrants after being stopped on
Prospect Street in conjunction with a
field investigation. The warrants were
from Passaic, with $1,589 bail; Caldwell,
with $125 bail, and Parsippany, with
$500 bail. Released on his own recognizance by Passaic, he was held pending
pickup by Parsippany authorities.
Wednesday, May 28, Steven Bessette,
35, of Elizabeth was arrested at Elizabeth police headquarters on two Westfield
warrants, including one traffic warrant
and one criminal warrant. He was held in
lieu of $501 bail.
Friday, May 30, Hushin Scott, 27, of
Linden was arrested on two criminal
warrants after a motor vehicle stop at
South Avenue and West Broad Street.
The warrants included one from Linden,
with bail of $2,410, and one from
Pemberton, with bail of $600. Scott was
unable to post bail and was turned over to
Linden authorities.
Friday, May 30, Robert J. Lee, 36, of
Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at North Avenue, West, and
Elm Street on multiple warrants from
Elizabeth. They included one traffic warrant, with $807 bail, and three criminal
warrants, with bail amounts of $1,038,
$1,078 and $777. He was turned over to
Elizabeth police and held in lieu of $3,700
bail.
Sunday, June 1, after a motor vehicle
stop at South Avenue and Boulevard,
Roxanne Cade, 42, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI), as well as on multiple traffic warrants. The warrants were
from Scotch Plains, with $551 bail;
Plainfield, $250 bail; Green Brook, $107
bail, and Newark, $91 bail.
She also was served with a summons
for hindering apprehension, for allegedly providing police with a false name,
plus motor vehicle summonses. Cade
later was turned over to the Scotch Plains
Police Department.
Sunday, June 1, Darlene Smith, 38, of
Elizabeth was arrested on an outstanding
Linden traffic warrant, with bail of $55,
after a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and Cacciola Place. She was released after posting bail.
Scotch Plains
Thursday, May 29, a resident of
Ridgeview Road reported that someone
scratched the side of his vehicle while it
was parked in front of his house.
Thursday, May 29, Shawki Arrington,
28, of Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle stop for a moving violation. According to police, he was transported to
headquarters where he was processed
and released.
Friday, May 30, a resident of Route 22
reported that someone removed a bag
left in his vehicle while it was parked in
front of his house.
Friday, May 30 a resident of Country
Club Lane reported that someone removed the rims from her vehicle valued
at $900 while it was parked in front of her
house.
Friday, May 30, Roxanne Cade, 42, of
Plainfield was arrested for an outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle stop for
a moving violation. According to police,
she was transported to headquarters
where she was processed and released.
Saturday, May 31, Dawn Rexach, 22,
of Passaic was arrested for an outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle stop for
a moving violation. According to police,
she was transported to headquarters
where she was processed and released.
Saturday, May 31, Adalberto Mercado,
26, of Plainfield was arrested for DWI.
According to police, he was transported
to headquarters where he was processed
and released with a summons.
Sunday, June 1, Hassan Williams, 29,
of Westfield was arrested for an outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop for a moving violation. According
to police, he was transported to headquarters where he was processed and
released.
Fanwood
Tuesday, May 27, Darryl L. Hall, 43,
of Elizabeth was arrested for an outstanding Plainfield warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue. According to police, he was processed and
released.
Thursday, May 29, Ivelisse Santiago,
27, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with possession of stolen property after a
motor vehicle stop. According to police,
she was released after posting $5,000

bail. The incident is being investigated
further, authorities said.
Thursday, May 29, John P. Dubyk, 51,
of Furlong, Pa. was arrested for an outstanding Lambertville warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
According to police, he was processed
and released.
Thursday, May 29, Shaheem S.
Hamilton, 22, of Philadelphia, Pa. was
arrested for an outstanding burglary warrant out of Philadelphia after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. According to police, he was transported to the
Union County jail where he awaited extradition.
Thursday, May 29, Jonathan
Singhbaba, 25, of Newark was sentenced
to six months in the Union County jail by
the presiding judge for numerous DWI
convictions.
Friday, May 30, Salvador ValladaresRodrigues, 26, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with DWI and failure to
submit to a breath test after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. According
to police, he was processed and released
to a responsible adult.
Saturday, May 31, Laura E. Schmitt,
29, of Cranford was arrested and charged
with DWI and failure to submit to a
breath test after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue. According to police,
she was processed and turned over to a
responsible adult.
Saturday, May 31, Maria C. Scovell,
47, of Rahway was arrested on an outstanding Long Branch warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.
According to police, she was processed
and released.
Saturday, May 31, Pedro O. Damiao,
28, of Elizabeth was arrested on an outstanding Elizabeth warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. According to police, he was processed and released.
Thursday, May 31, Ryan Sears, 41, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding Scotch Plains warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. According
to police, he was processed and released.
Sunday, June 1, Douglas R. Engemann,
45, of Colonia was arrested on an outstanding Colonia warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Midway Avenue. According to police, he was processed and
released.
Monday, June 2, Cynthia F. McCleod,
50, of Lyons was arrested on an outstanding Newark warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. According to police, she was processed and
released.
Mountainside
Tuesday, May 27, a resident of Friar
Lane reported that the owner of a company deposited a check in the amount of
$3,500 and did not complete the work at
the residence but would not return the
deposit. According to police, the victim
will file a criminal complaint, as well as
pursue the issue in civil court.
Tuesday, May 27, a resident of New
Providence Road reported that someone
opened up a Wal-Mart credit card in his
name without authorization and made
$550 worth of purchases. According to
police, the incident has been turned over
to GE Services fraud department.
Wednesday, May 28, Esrick Gordon,
31, of East Orange was arrested at East
Orange Police Department for an outstanding Mountainside warrant. According to police, he was processed and released.
Thursday, May 29, Priyank Patel, 26,
of Jersey City was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22 for operating a
vehicle with a suspended license.
Saturday, May 31, James Stradford,
55, of Newark was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license,
operating a motor vehicle without a
proper license and being an unlicensed
driver.
Saturday, May 31, Clinton Mitchell,
Jr., 28, of Irvington was arrested and
charged with criminal mischief, DWI,
refusal to submit to a breath test, operating a vehicle without a license and an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22.
Saturday, May 31, a report of simple
assault was reported over a road rage
incident involving a Clark resident whose
car, according to police, was cut off by
the victim. Police said the suspect then
tailgated the victim until the victim
stopped at a traffic light at which point
the Clark man exited his vehicle kicking
and denting the driver’s side door of the
victim’s car and then punching the other
driver in the face through the open window.
According to authorities, witnesses
saw the men fighting and then saw the
suspect take off at a high rate of speed,
running two red lights before driving out
of sight. The incident is under investigation, police said.
Sunday, June 1, Cesar BuitragoForero, 33, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with operating a vehicle
without a license and driving while on
the suspended list.
Sunday, June 1, Edvaldo Romes
Pereira, 27, of Newark was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 for improper display of license
plates. According to police, he was also
charged with improper display of government documents.
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SIXTY CENTS

County Taxes to Rise 5.5 Percent
In $438 Million Spending Plan
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — County taxes will
rise in all but two of Union County’s
21 municipalities under a $437.7 million budget introduced by the Board
of Chosen Freeholders last Thursday
night.
To support the plan, taxes would be
raised $13.1 million or 5.48 percent
over last year with the average increase per household calculated at
$68, according to county officials.
While the spending plan is $2.3
million over last year, officials said
the tax levy was reduced by $2.37
million from the $254 million in taxes
proposed in the $436.2 executive bud-

get released by County Manager
George Devanney in February.
“I am very pleased with the outcome [of the budget],” said Al
Mirabella, chairman of the board’s
fiscal affairs committee. He said while
“no one likes to raise taxes” the reductions from the executive budget
resulted in “a job well done” by county
officials. “It’s a hard process and these
are challenging times,” he said.
Mr. Devanney said taxes account
for 54 percent of the total spending in
the 2008 budget, down from 58 percent last year.
Locally, county taxes in Westfield
will increase $1.5 million to $25.1
million, a reduction of $234,693 from

Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School seniors
Keith Baker and Colleen Driscoll arrive in style at the senior prom, held on Friday,
May 30 at the Pines Manor in Edison. See more photos at goleader.com/photos.

FW Boards Recommend
More Residential Units
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood planning and zoning board of adjustment,
last Wednesday, discussed revisions
to the Fanwood redevelopment plan,
which was forwarded as recommendations to the council who discussed
the plan at Monday night’s council
meeting (see story on this page).
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the borough council act as the borough’s
redevelopment agency.
The downtown redevelopment area,
bordered by Martine Avenue to the
north and Second Street to the south,
and flanked by South Avenue and
LaGrande Avenue to the east and
west, is currently being redeveloped
by a public and private partnership
between the borough’s redevelopment
agency and private developers. The
project is in various stages of completion, with some land not yet purchased.
The most significant change to the
plan is the addition of 35 residential
units, which will be split among upcoming new developers who purchase
the undeveloped land. This is a move
recommended by the borough’s planner, Stan Slachetka of T&M Associates. The remaining lots could be
condominiums or apartments. The
addition of these 35 units would raise
the total density cap from 71 residential units to 106. When the revised,
downtown redevelopment plan was
initially discussed at public meetings
in 2005, many residents living near
the area were opposed to higher residential density.
Board member Peter Sayles expressed his opinion that this revision
of the residential density cap was

contrary to what the board had told
developers and the public in the past.
“It seems dishonest to add more
units,” Mr. Sayles said. “Every application we have had, we told developers that we only had a limited number
of units available and gave them all
away. The community spoke and said
they wanted a certain number of units.
Now we’re suggesting to council that
we need more units to lure developers.”
The board discussed the effect more
units would have on the community,
and if the board should designate the
amount of one- and two-bedroom
units. The board decided to recommend the additional 35 units, but not
to designate the number of bedrooms
permitted for these units.
Also included in the revisions, the
board decided to rescind their decision from May 19 to permit groundfloor office space. However, the board
said retailers have the option to submit an application for a variance approval. At the May 19 agenda meeting the board was split on allowing
office space and the planner advised
them not to offer offices, but at the
time the board decided to allocate 25
percent to offices.
During the council’s meeting on
Monday it was brought up that professional offices would not help increase foot traffic.
Other revisions included eliminating several driveway egresses and
requiring open-view storefronts.
Board members debated whether to
assign commuter and resident parking designations at this time. The
plan allows for a shared parking arrangement between developers. It was
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Michelle Conway for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY...A few members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School track and field team pose with their prom dates at Pines Manor in
Edison last Friday. Pictured, from left to right, are: Cathy Harley, Martin
Sweeney, Cassy Valdes, Jason Boff, Alana Salituro, Joe Ellis, Kate Johnson, Mike
Chervenyak, Brittney Veeck and Mike Ragan.

the executive budget. The average
assessed home in Westfield will see
an average increase of $147 to $2,445.
In Scotch Plains, taxes will jump to
$14.2 million, an increase of $429,816
over 2007, and $132,121 lower than
the executive budget.
Fanwood’s county tax portion will
jump $115,320 to $3.9 million, a
$36,384 drop from Mr. Devanney’s
budget. The average home in the borough will pay $1,456 in county taxes,
which is $43 over last year.
Meanwhile, Garwood’s share of
county taxes will rise $169,115 to
$2.2 million, a slight decline of
$20,379 from the executive budget.
Mountainside residents will pay
$6.4 million, up $189,486 over last
year.
Only Summit and Winfield will see
tax decreases this year. Winfield, with
just 1,500 residents, will pay $60,739,
down $816 from last year. While
Summit’s county portion will drop
$21,036 from last year, its share of
$23.7 million is the fourth highest in
the county behind Elizabeth, Union
and Westfield.
Westfield taxes’ have the second
highest, per-home total, trailing only
Summit, which is just over $3,000
per property owner. Mountainside is
third at $2,165, up $71 over 2007.
Freeholder Angel Estrada said the
tax levy was lowered from the executive budget in the areas of health
insurance, Social Security and sick
leave combined, and the Union
County
Vocational-Technical
Schools, where savings of $1.3 million, $750,000 and $322,740, respectively, were found. The Vo-Tech was
able to obtain additional state funding. Another $13 million reduction in
the executive budget came by reducing the proposed capital budget, which
had been $53.7 million.
Under questioning from John Bury
of Kenilworth, Mr. Estrada said there
were no layoffs in this year’s spending plan although some vacant positions have been kept open.
As announced earlier this year by
Mr. Devanney, the county faced a $26
million budget hole due to deficits at
its three county golf operations and at
Runnells Specialized Hospital. OffiCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

A TOWNSHIP FIRST…The weather cooperated for the first annual Scotch Plains Volunteer Picnic on Sunday, held at
Brookside Park. Volunteer firemen, members of the rescue squad, members of the township’s boards and commissions their
families, Scotch Plains council members and a host of other town residents attended the event.

Lance Wins Nomination, Will Face
Stender for Congressional Seat
By FRED ROSSI, RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — State Senator Leonard
Lance of Hunterdon County won
Tuesday’s Republican Primary and
will face off against Democratic State
Assemblywoman Linda Stender of
Fanwood in the 7th District congressional race to succeed Republican
Rep. Mike Ferguson.
Mr. Lance handily defeated six
other candidates, including Kate
Whitman, the daughter of former
Governor Christine Whitman, Kelly
Hatfield, the former Summit council
president, and Martin Marks, Scotch
Plains mayor. Mr. Lance received
9,982 votes, or 40 percent, followed
by Ms. Whitman with 4,949 votes, or
20 percent, Ms. Hatfield with 3,787
votes, or 15 percent, and Mr. Marks
with 3,137 votes, or 12 percent. Tom
Roughneen, Darren Young and A.D.

Amar garnered the remaining 13
percent of the vote.
Ms. Hatfield won in Union County,
with 43 percent, to Mr. Marks’ 17
percent. She also received the most
votes in Westfield, Garwood and
Mountainside, while Mr. Marks easily
won in Scotch Plains and won

Times that he intends to campaign
“vigorously,” and believes his views
“are the views of the overwhelming
majority of the people of this congressional district,” pointing specifically to “fiscal responsibility, social
moderation and strong environmental protection.” He also said that Sena-

Mahr and Council Not
Ready to Act On Changes
By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council on
Monday discussed issues and reviewed written comments and proposed amendments submitted by the
planning board related to the ongoing, downtown redevelopment plan.
Mayor Mahr said the planning
board “opposes” an amendment that
would allow professional office space
to occupy as much as 25 percent of
the first floor of buildings within the
redevelopment area.
“They were pretty adamant,” the
mayor said, noting that planning board
members do not want offices “encroaching” on retail space.
Councilwoman Donna Dolce echoed that sentiment. “You’re trying to
get foot traffic [downtown]; if you’re
putting in offices, that’s not going to
help that,” she said.
“We have a small downtown and
we need every available space for
businesses that are going to bring in
foot traffic,” Ms. Dolce added.
Mayor Mahr said the planning
board also had comments about “midblock” pedestrian crossings, including a walkway connecting to the train
station, and sidewalks and aesthetics
along LaGrande Avenue.
The mayor said the borough’s zoning officer, attorney and planner would
work with the governing body to address the planning board’s comments
and “further define” what types of
professional offices could be permitted under the amendment.
Although a public hearing on the
redevelopment plan amendments is
scheduled for the borough council’s
regular Tuesday meeting on June 10,
Mayor Mahr said, at this point, the
“council is not ready to make a decision on this” without further discussion.
In other business Monday night,
the governing body reviewed a proposed amendment to the borough’s
land use ordinance.
The measure would “restrict” certain types of land uses – including
nail salons and fast food and take-out

restaurants – within the borough’s
“general commercial district,” primarily the downtown area.
Existing businesses would still be
allowed to operate, but would have to
apply for a variance in the event they
needed to rebuild in the future, borough officials said.
“The intent [of the amendment] is
important for us so we don’t get overrun by the same types of [land] uses in
town,” Mayor Mahr said.
The mayor directed the governing
body’s land use committee to meet
and “vet this out” and review the
amendment in light of the borough’s
other land use amendments already
on the books.
The mayor and council also further
discussed options for leasing the
borough’s existing communications
tower to interested cellular telephone
service providers.
The tower, located adjacent to Borough Hall, is currently used for emergency services and public works communications.
One cell phone company previously submitted an official bid to
place its equipment on the tower, but
the borough attorney’s office has been
“unsuccessful” in repeated attempts
to get the company to finalize the
deal, officials said.
Borough Attorney Dennis Estis,
who did not attend the meeting, has
recommended that the borough cancel the bid and solicit new bids, since
another cell phone company would
like to lease the tower.
In addition, another complication
involves the tower’s location within
the borough’s historic district; officials said this could possibly result in
a “penalty” from the State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) if the
borough ends up leasing out space on
the tower to bring in new revenue.
The borough attorney’s office reportedly has received “no cooperation” from the state on clarifying this
policy, officials said.
Mr. Estis had suggested that any
new bids should have the understanding that any SHPO penalty beyond
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Raynor Denitzio for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

VICTORY AT LAST…State Senator Leonard Lance receives the Primary
election results Tuesday night at his campaign headquarters in Flemington as
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield listens at right.

Fanwood by 22 tallies over Ms.
Hatfield.
Mr. Lance won in Hunterdon
County, with 63 percent of the vote,
followed by Ms. Whitman’s 18
percent. Mr. Lance also won in
Somerset County with 3,793 votes
ahead of Ms. Whitman’s 1,944 tallies.
Ms. Whitman won in Middlesex
County with 24 votes to Mr. Marks’
13 votes.
Mr. Lance, speaking to supporters
at the American Legion Hall in
Flemington at 10 p.m., criticized the
“do-nothing Democratic Congress,”
and said, “We cannot tax or borrow or
spend our way to fiscal responsibility
— and that is the contrast that exists
in the General Election.” He said he
has the “experience and independence
necessary to fight in Washington for
the fundamental change that is
necessary to improve our economy
and make the lives of the next
generation better than our own.”
He told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

tor John McCain, the presumptive
GOP presidential nominee, “will run
very well in New Jersey and he will
carry this Congressional district overwhelmingly.”
Ms. Whitman, speaking to
supporters at her parents’ home in
Oldwick, said the high voter turnout
in Mr. Lance’s home of Hunterdon
County “was a huge factor” in the
voting. She congratulated the other
candidates and said she was “proud
of the campaign that we ran.”
As for her political future, she told
The Times, “We’ll see what happens,”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Cleanup Permits
Are Available Online
SCOTCH PLAINS – Spring Clean
Up Permits are available at
scotchplainsnj.com or from the Township of Scotch Plains Municipal
Building located at 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076.

Katie Rogers for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

OUT TO VOTE...Area candidates, Assemblywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood
seeking the Democratic nomination for Congress and Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks seeking the Republican nomination for Congress, make their votes
count on Tuesday during the Primary Election.
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UC Unveils Vo-Tech Field
To bid Ponderosa Next
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CELEBRATING HISTORY...On June 1, at the Cannonball House in Scotch
Plains, area Girl Scouts presented home baked bread and engaged in Colonial
games, butter-making and other activities to earn a Colonial Life and Times
patch. The Historical Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood, which manages the
Cannonball House, hosted the event for the girls.

FW Boards Recommend
More Residential Units
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

decided that parking assignments
would be designated once the plan
was in place.
The borough council reviewed the
revisions on Monday. A public hearing will take place at the council
meeting onTuesday, June 10, at which
time members of the public can voice
their input about the revisions.
The board heard an application by
resident Dean Pratt of 380 North Ave.,
with two variances for a shed. The
proposed shed, measuring 680 square
feet, would replace two smaller sheds.
It required variances for exceeding
the height and square footage allowed
for sheds. Mr. Pratt requested a height
variance of 22 feet, while the height
limitation is 15 feet. He said that the
second story crawl space was needed
to store lumber for his furniture-building hobby. The square footage was

required to store lawn and garden
equipment. Mr. Pratt’s neighbors, Jerry
and Jennifer Cooney objected to placing the shed on their property line,
stating that the shed was large and
unsightly.
The planning board approved the
shed, but designated it as a detached
garage, due to its size. It cannot be
used for car storage, according to the
ruling. Approval was conditioned on
Mr. Pratt’s agreement to place the
shed on the other side of his property,
away from the Cooneys’ property line.
The Cooney’s said that they did not
have a problem with the shed under
these conditions.
The board’s next agenda meeting
will be held on June 16, and the next
regular meeting will be held on June
25. Both take place in the council
chambers beginning at 7:30 p.m.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Officials from
both Union County and Scotch Plains
gathered last Wednesday as youth baseball players from the township played the
first game under the lights at the renovated Union County Vocational- Technical Schools field on Raritan Road.
“We’ve wanted this field for a very
long time to be in the condition it’s in
tonight,” said Thomas Bistocchi,
superintendant of the Union County Vocational Technical Schools.
The renovations were a joint project
between the county and the Township of
Scotch Plains, and included work at both
the vocational-technical field and another
baseball field in the township, located
near the McDonald’s on Route 22. The
vocational-technical field features both
baseball and soccer surfaces and is the
first lighted field in Scotch Plains.
Tina Casey, a spokeswoman for the
county, said the project came in around
$48,000 under its $1.2-million contract
cost. Ms. Casey said that Scotch Plains
contributed $424,700 to the total cost of
the project.
Ray Poerio, parks and recreation director for the township, said that this money
went towards irrigation and landscaping
improvements on the field and included a
county grant, which went towards the
lights. The county covered all other costs
for the project, including engineering and
other site work.
According to Scotch Plains recreation
supervisor Steve Dahl, the township will
be responsible for the upkeep of the field
moving forward, including costs associated with lighting and other utilities.
Scotch Plains will also handle the day-today upkeep of the field.
“As we speak, our maintenance staff
and our parks and recreation staff is responsible for the daily maintenance, the
mowing, the lining, the dragging of the
field,” Mr. Dahl said.
Mr. Dahl said the field will be available
to county vocational-technical school students during the school day and will be
utilized by Scotch Plains-Fanwood youth

soccer and baseball through the spring
season. Mr. Dahl said that scheduling
beyond the spring has not been worked
out yet, but Ms. Casey said the field will
be available to both county and township
residents.
“It’s a county field so it’s basically
county residents having fun,” Ms. Casey
said.
In addition to the vocational-technical
school field, the county is also reviewing
plans for the 23-acre Ponderosa farm site
located off of Cooper Road in Scotch
Plains. The county purchased the site for
$10 million in 2003, and originally
planned to include a Green Meadows
children’s farm on the property. These
plans were met with opposition from
neighboring residents.
Presently, the plans call for both active
and passive recreation at the site, including two soccer fields, a playground, spray
park and jogging trails. Ms. Casey said
the plans are in the “final engineering and
design phase” of development and the
county hopes to be able to bid the project
soon.
“The idea is that we hope to be able to
bid the project out sometime in the fall
and after that it’s a matter of when we get
the bids in and what they look like,” Ms.
Casey said.
The county also hopes to resume work
at the Esposito Park on Madison Hill
Road in Clark. After purchasing the 13acre property in 2003 for $5.45 million,
the county planned $2.9 million in renovations including playing fields, tennis
courts, a skateboard park and other recreation facilities at the site.
The county hoped to finish the construction on the project in August 2007,
but Ms. Casey said that the project ran
into contract issues. Although Ms. Casey
was unable to discuss specifics regarding
the contract issues, she said that the project
is about 70 percent done, and that the
county hopes to resume construction
shortly.
“We’re close to recommencing the
work and once we get started again there’s
about two or three months left to do on
that,” Ms. Casey said.

FW Council on Changes
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

$10,000 would be paid by the company.
“Take the risk,” said Councilwoman
Dolce. “We’re not making anything
[from tower leases] now.”
“Do it,” agreed Mayor Mahr, directing Borough Clerk Eleanor
McGovern to “go out to bid.”
Prior to the agenda meeting, the
governing body held a special meeting to approve an administration and
finance resolution amendment.
The measure authorizes estimated,
third quarter tax bills to be prepared

and mailed out this summer.
“Since we do not have a budget yet,
and we will not have one for quite a
while, we need to send out estimated,
third quarter bills in order to keep the
money flowing,” Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell said.
The mayor and council will hold
special budget meetings this month
to finalize the introduced municipal
budget, maximize savings, factor in
final state aid numbers and make other
adjustments prior to a public hearing
and adoption this summer.

Mrs. Stender Thanks Voters;
Promises Addressing Issues
“It’s a privilege and an honor to be
a candidate for Congress from the
Seventh District,” Assemblywoman
Linda Stender told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times yesterday. “I feel a
great responsibility to my constituents and I want to make them proud of
their representation.”
Mrs. Stender said that she planned
to continue to talk to district voters
about “the issues they are most concerned about,” including the economy,
the war in Iraq and efforts to elimi-

nate dependence on foreign oil
sources, stating that the current Republican administration had “failed
us miserably.”
Regarding dependence on foreign
oil, she said that the government needs
to look toward alternative fuel sources
and renewable resources.
In addition to bringing home American troops, Mrs. Stender also called
for a new GI bill to support returning
veterans, a measure she said would
be “an investment that will make our
country stronger.”

County Budget Rises;
5.5 Percent Tax Rise Coming
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cials said in a press release that they
expect an expansion at the hospital to
make the Berkeley Heights facility
“totally self-sustaining” by 2010.
Non-union employees had their salary increases delayed until July 1,
and will also pay higher payroll deductions for health care to reduce
costs by $1 million.
Freeholder Dan Sullivan said the
county is facing the same budget challenges as municipalities.
Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said tax increases hit small towns,
like Garwood, hard, noting that Republican freeholder candidates have
defeated Democrats in Garwood three
out of the last four years. He said
voters want the county to lower taxes
in Garwood. The borough’s taxpayers will pay an average of $92 over
last year, or $1,207, in total county
taxes.
Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, accused the freeholders of only spending money “on yourselves” to help
win re-election. She said the county

averages $1.25 million in spending
per day.
“You are not serving the people,”
she said.
Refuting her statement, Mr.
Sullivan said later in the meeting that
the largest portion of the budget, $118
million, or 28 percent, is for health
and welfare programs for county residents.
A public hearing on the budget has
been set for, Thursday, June 26 at 7
p.m. in the freeholders meeting room
at the Union County Administration
Building in Elizabeth.

SPF-BOE Meeting
Time Changed
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education has announced
that a special meeting this Monday,
June 9, will start at 7 p.m. instead of
7:30 p.m. as previously announced.
The meeting will be held in the
multi-purpose room of Evergreen
School in Scotch Plains.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REVIEWING THE TALLY...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, left, reviews
the GOP Primary vote totals Tuesday evening with supporter Gabe Spera. Mr.
Marks was not successful in his candidacy for the GOP spot for Congress in the
seventh District. State Senator Leonard Lance emerged as the victor.

Lance and Stender
To Face Off for Congress
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

but for now, she said she looked
forward “to being able to take my
kids to school in the morning instead
of having to campaign at train
stations.”
Ms. Hatfield, awaiting the returns
at a supporter’s home in Summit, told
The Times she felt “very good about
what we’ve done,” namely running
what she called “a positive, issuefocused campaign. I don’t think
Republicans want to see one
Republican bashing another
Republican — it’s not good for
Republicans. In general,” she added,
“the people I have talked to are
disenfranchised with bashing and
negative campaigning.”
Mr. Marks spoke to several dozen
supporters at Scotch Hills Country
Club shortly after 9:30 p.m. and soon
after he spoke with Mr. Lance, who
he called “a good man” and “a true
gentleman.” Mr. Marks said it was
“of the utmost importance that we get
behind” Mr. Lance in his upcoming
campaign against Ms. Stender.
Invoking the 2006 campaign theme
of Mr. Ferguson, who chose not to
run this year for fifth term, Mr. Marks
said that “Linda Stender is still a
spender.” He thanked his family, as
well as his campaign staff for their
support and efforts.
“I don’t know what the future will
bring politically for me,” he said,
who is not running for re-election in
this year’s municipal election and
will leave the Scotch Plains Township
Council in January after 12 years. He
said he had learned two major lessons

in life, one from his mother, who
reminded him that “life isn’t always
fair, and if you remember that, you’ll
maintain your sanity.”
The other lesson, he said, was from
Mick Jagger of the Rolling Stones,
who wrote that “you can’t always get
what you want, but if you try
sometimes you just might find you
get what you need,” and, turning to
his wife and two children, said he had
what he needed with them.
In the U.S. Senate race, Democratic
incumbent Senator Frank Lautenberg
easily defeated Rep. Rob Andrews of
Haddon Heights and will square off in
November against former Rep. Richard Zimmer, who easily defeated Senator Joseph Pennacchio of Morris
County and Ramapo College business
professor Murray Sabrin.
Mr. Lautenberg won in Union
County with 68 percent of the vote,
while Mr. Pennacchio defeated Mr.
Zimmer in the county balloting.
All three Democratic incumbents
won re-nomination to run for fresh
three-year terms on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders. Democrats Angel Estrada of Elizabeth, Rick
Proctor of Rahway and Nancy Ward
of Linden defeated challengers from
Elizabeth and Linden and will face
Republicans Michael Yakubov of
Roselle Park, John Russitano of
Westfield and Joseph Franchino in
November. They easily defeated candidates aligned with Mr. Sabrin.
John Maguire, Katie Rogers and
Paul J. Peyton contributed to this
story.

Small to Large
Additions & Renovations
Building Yesterday Today
908-232-6380

www.simpsonsbuilders.com

A SPECIAL GUEST…Governor Jon Corzine, right, is Westfield Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky’s guest on the mayor’s TV-36 program. The interview, now airing on
TV-36, was taped last week at Drumthwacket, the New Jersey Governor’s
residence in Princeton. See story on page 3.

Raynor Denitzio for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

UNDER THE LIGHTS…Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada and
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, along with township and county officials, cut
the ribbon during the reopening of the Union County Vocational Technical Schools
field in Scotch Plains on May 28. The field is the township’s first lighted field.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Tuesday, May 27, an attempted burglary was reported at a physician’s office
within the 500 block of Springfield Avenue. A door and doorknob were damaged but entry was not gained.
Tuesday, May 27, after being stopped
for motor vehicle violations, Ramon
Verges, 35, of Paterson was arrested on
South Avenue in Garwood on outstanding traffic warrants from Newark and
Ridgefield. Bail amounts were $250 and
$89, respectively. He was released after
posting bail.
Tuesday, May 27, Raul Lasluisa, 53,
of Elizabeth was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at North Avenue and East
Broad Street on an active no-bail Union
County Sheriff’s warrant. He was turned
over to the Union County Sheriff, who
committed him to the Union County
jail.
Tuesday, May 27, Stephen Heslin, 38,
of Ridgefield Park was arrested on three
criminal warrants after being stopped on
Prospect Street in conjunction with a
field investigation. The warrants were
from Passaic, with $1,589 bail; Caldwell,
with $125 bail, and Parsippany, with $500
bail. Released on his own recognizance
by Passaic, he was held pending pickup
by Parsippany authorities.
Wednesday, May 28, Steven Bessette,
35, of Elizabeth was arrested at Elizabeth
police headquarters on two Westfield
warrants, including one traffic warrant
and one criminal warrant. He was held in
lieu of $501 bail.
Friday, May 30, Hushin Scott, 27, of
Linden was arrested on two criminal warrants after a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and West Broad Street. The warrants included one from Linden, with bail
of $2,410, and one from Pemberton, with
bail of $600. Scott was unable to post bail
and was turned over to Linden authorities.
Friday, May 30, Robert J. Lee, 36, of
Plainfield was arrested after a motor vehicle stop at North Avenue, West, and
Elm Street on multiple warrants from
Elizabeth. They included one traffic warrant, with $807 bail, and three criminal
warrants, with bail amounts of $1,038,
$1,078 and $777. He was turned over to
Elizabeth police and held in lieu of $3,700
bail.
Sunday, June 1, after a motor vehicle
stop at South Avenue and Boulevard,
Roxanne Cade, 42, of Plainfield was arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI), as well as on multiple
traffic warrants. The warrants were from
Scotch Plains, with $551 bail; Plainfield,
$250 bail; Green Brook, $107 bail, and
Newark, $91 bail.
She also was served with a summons
for hindering apprehension, for allegedly providing police with a false name,
plus motor vehicle summonses. Cade
later was turned over to the Scotch Plains
Police Department.
Sunday, June 1, Darlene Smith, 38, of
Elizabeth was arrested on an outstanding
Linden traffic warrant, with bail of $55,
after a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and Cacciola Place. She was released after posting bail.
Scotch Plains
Thursday, May 29, a resident of
Ridgeview Road reported that someone
scratched the side of his vehicle while it
was parked in front of his house.
Thursday, May 29, Shawki Arrington,
28, of Plainfield was arrested for an outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop for a moving violation. According to
police, he was transported to headquarters where he was processed and released.
Friday, May 30, a resident of Route 22
reported that someone removed a bag left
in his vehicle while it was parked in front
of his house.
Friday, May 30 a resident of Country
Club Lane reported that someone removed the rims from her vehicle valued
at $900 while it was parked in front of her
house.
Friday, May 30, Roxanne Cade, 42, of
Plainfield was arrested for an outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle stop for
a moving violation. According to police,
she was transported to headquarters where
she was processed and released.
Saturday, May 31, Dawn Rexach, 22,
of Passaic was arrested for an outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle stop for
a moving violation. According to police,
she was transported to headquarters where
she was processed and released.
Saturday, May 31, Adalberto Mercado,
26, of Plainfield was arrested for DWI.
According to police, he was transported
to headquarters where he was processed
and released with a summons.
Sunday, June 1, Hassan Williams, 29,
of Westfield was arrested for an outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle stop for
a moving violation. According to police,
he was transported to headquarters where
he was processed and released.
Fanwood
Tuesday, May 27, Darryl L. Hall, 43,
of Elizabeth was arrested for an outstanding Plainfield warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue. According to police, he was processed and released.
Thursday, May 29, Ivelisse Santiago,
27, of Plainfield was arrested and charged

with possession of stolen property after a
motor vehicle stop. According to police,
she was released after posting $5,000
bail. The incident is being investigated
further, authorities said.
Thursday, May 29, John P. Dubyk, 51,
of Furlong, Pa. was arrested for an outstanding Lambertville warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
According to police, he was processed
and released.
Thursday, May 29, Shaheem S.
Hamilton, 22, of Philadelphia, Pa. was
arrested for an outstanding burglary warrant out of Philadelphia after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. According
to police, he was transported to the Union
County jail where he awaited extradition.
Thursday, May 29, Jonathan
Singhbaba, 25, of Newark was sentenced
to six months in the Union County jail by
the presiding judge for numerous DWI
convictions.
Friday, May 30, Salvador ValladaresRodrigues, 26, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with DWI and failure to
submit to a breath test after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. According
to police, he was processed and released
to a responsible adult.
Saturday, May 31, Laura E. Schmitt,
29, of Cranford was arrested and charged
with DWI and failure to submit to a
breath test after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue. According to police,
she was processed and turned over to a
responsible adult.
Saturday, May 31, Maria C. Scovell,
47, of Rahway was arrested on an outstanding Long Branch warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.
According to police, she was processed
and released.
Saturday, May 31, Pedro O. Damiao,
28, of Elizabeth was arrested on an outstanding Elizabeth warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. According
to police, he was processed and released.
Thursday, May 31, Ryan Sears, 41, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
Scotch Plains warrant after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road. According to
police, he was processed and released.
Sunday, June 1, Douglas R. Engemann,
45, of Colonia was arrested on an outstanding Colonia warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Midway Avenue. According to police, he was processed and
released.
Monday, June 2, Cynthia F. McCleod,
50, of Lyons was arrested on an outstanding Newark warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue. According to police, she was processed and released.
Mountainside
Tuesday, May 27, a resident of Friar
Lane reported that the owner of a company deposited a check in the amount of
$3,500 and did not complete the work at
the residence but would not return the
deposit. According to police, the victim
will file a criminal complaint, as well as
pursue the issue in civil court.
Tuesday, May 27, a resident of New
Providence Road reported that someone
opened up a Wal-Mart credit card in his
name without authorization and made
$550 worth of purchases. According to
police, the incident has been turned over
to GE Services fraud department.
Wednesday, May 28, Esrick Gordon,
31, of East Orange was arrested at East
Orange Police Department for an outstanding Mountainside warrant. According to police, he was processed and released.
Thursday, May 29, Priyank Patel, 26,
of Jersey City was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22 for operating a
vehicle with a suspended license.
Saturday, May 31, James Stradford,
55, of Newark was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license,
operating a motor vehicle without a proper
license and being an unlicensed driver.
Saturday, May 31, Clinton Mitchell,
Jr., 28, of Irvington was arrested and
charged with criminal mischief, DWI,
refusal to submit to a breath test, operating a vehicle without a license and an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22.
Saturday, May 31, a report of simple
assault was reported over a road rage
incident involving a Clark resident whose
car, according to police, was cut off by
the victim. Police said the suspect tailgated the victim until the victim stopped
at a traffic light at which point the Clark
man exited his vehicle kicking and denting
the driver’s side door of the victim’s car
and then punching the other driver in the
face through the open window.
According to authorities, witnesses saw
the men fighting and then saw the suspect
take off at a high speed, running two red
lights before driving out of sight. The
incident is under investigation, police
said.
Sunday, June 1, Cesar Buitrago-Forero,
33, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with operating a vehicle without a license
and driving while on the suspended list.
Sunday, June 1, Edvaldo Romes
Pereira, 27, of Newark was arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 for improper display of license
plates. According to police, he was also
charged with improper display of government documents.
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Aquatic Club to Buy Four
Acres From UC for $1.6 Mil.

LAWMAKER AWARD... State Assemblyman Gerald Green (LD-22, Plainfield)
has been named “Legislator of the Year” by the New Jersey Apartment Association (NJAA). Pictured, from left to right, are: Conor Fennessy, vice president of
government affairs for NJAA; Michael Haydinger, vice president of legislation
for NJAA; Asm. Green; and Tom Kretsch, NJAA president.

Asm. Green Receives Award
From Apartment Assoc.
AREA — Assemblyman Gerald
Green (D-Plainfield, LD-22), chairman of the Assembly Housing and
Local Government Committee, has
received New Jersey Apartment
Association’s (NJAA) 2008 “Legis-

Sen. Lesniak to Speak
Before ELC June 25
UNION — Ray Lesniak (LD-20,
Elizabeth) will be the guest of the
Union County Employer Legislative
Committee (ELC) on Wednesday,
June 25, at Lana’s at the Hyatt Hills
Golf Course, 1300 Raritan Road,
Clark. The breakfast meeting will be
held from 8 to10 a.m.
Mr. Lesniak has represented the 20th
Legislative District in the New Jersey
State Senate since 1983. He served in
the General Assembly from 1978 to
1983. He is chairman of the Economic
Growth Committee and vice chairman of the Commerce Committee.
The cost to attend the event is $20.
Checks must be made payable to: Union
County ELC c/o Organization Resources, 34 Ridgedale Avenue, Summit.

goleader.com/subscribe

lator of the Year” award recognizing
his support for multi-family rental
housing residents and providers.
“Asm. Green’s efforts to advance
multi-family rental housing issues in
Trenton is unmatched,” said Conor
Fennessy, vice president of government affairs at NJAA. “In a state where
property taxes, municipal fees, fuel
costs, health insurance, property and
casualty insurance costs have all risen
dramatically, Asm. Green has sought
to work with housing providers to
ensure that rental housing remains
available and affordable.”
According to the association, Mr.
Green has promoted housing policy
through expanded availability, renewed attention to overall
affordability, and increased production of rental housing in New Jersey.
“Under Asm. Green’s leadership,
the Legislature has adopted dozens of
legislative initiatives that help make
rental housing more affordable. He
understands the issues facing multifamily rental housing providers and
residents in New Jersey,” said Tom
Kretsch, president of NJAA.
Asm. Green said, “I look forward
to continuing to work with the entire
community of housing advocates,
providers and stakeholders as we
move forward in our efforts to keep
rental housing affordable for New
Jersey’s working families.”
For more information on apartment
home living in New Jersey and the
NJAA, access njaa.com.

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — The Berkeley Aquatic Club has signed an agreement with the Union County Improvement Authority (UCIA) to purchase
four acres of land for $1.6 million at
Runnells Specialized Hospital.
The club plans to build a 40,000square foot facility “that would become one of the premier swim and
fitness facilities on the East Coast,”
Union County Freeholder Chairman
Angel Estrada said.
According to a county press release,
the county would not only gain funds
from the sale of the unused, vacant
property in Berkeley Heights, which
sits at the lower basin of Runnells Specialized Hospital, but it would put a
currently tax-exempt property on the
county tax rolls.
The Berkeley Aquatic Club would
move from its current location on
Springfield Avenue in Berkeley Heights,
and build a 40,000-square foot center
for both private and public use that
would allow it to remain in the township.
The new facility would contain a 50meter pool, a United States Olympic
trials swimming pool purchased several years ago. The Berkeley Aquatic
Club is planning to build a separate
teaching pool, an aqua therapy pool,
locker rooms, a weight room, offices, a
conference room, a lobby and parking.
“We have been experiencing tremendous growth over the past few years and
are forced to turn away students,” said
its founder and principal, James Wood.
“This will enable us to take our program to the next level of training excellence and provide more children with
the opportunity to develop and reach
their full potential.”
The Berkeley Aquatic Club would
also enter into a partnership with the
county’s Runnells Specialized Hospital to provide aqua therapy for various
injuries at the new facility.
“This is a winning situation for all
parties involved,” Mr. Estrada said.
“Union County and Berkeley Heights
gain tax revenues and ratables, and we
both retain and enable a very prominent
business to expand and offer improved
services to our residents. In addition,
the county gains access to aqua therapy
services, which will help our residents
with rehabilitation.”
Berkeley Heights Mayor David
Cohen commented that, “The Berkeley
Aquatic Club already supports hundreds of swimmers in our region and
this move will enable them to provide a

“I loved my Westfield
neighborhood then...
I love my Meadow Lakes
neighborhood now.”

chance to many more young student
athletes with the means to expand their
education and fitness,” Mr. Cohen said.
“Berkeley Heights also realizes a quality of life benefit from having a unique
business and community partner like
this in our backyard.”
The county, through the UCIA, will
jointly seek with the Berkeley Aquatic
Club a subdivision through the Berkeley Heights planning board in September. The purchase of the property itself
by the Berkeley Aquatic Club is expected to close by the end of the year,
officials said.
The club has 324 swimmers and 234
families from seven local communities. The club was designated by USA
Swimming as a Gold Level Club from
2002 through 2004. Only the top 25
swimming clubs in the nation are recognized at this level for club excellence.
Over 30 of its members have qualified for the U.S. Olympic Trials and
have held first place national rankings.
Mr. Wood, a veteran swim coach and
entrepreneur, founded the club in 1977.

Arts Council Inducts
Kean, Sets Budget
TRENTON — The New Jersey State
Council on the Arts (AC) held its May
meeting at the Rutgers-Camden Center
for the Arts. AC Chair Carol Herbert
announced the newest ex-officio member, Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., from
District 21.
The May meeting highlighted the
council’s work in arts education as well
as fiscal year-end business. The council
approved $40,000 as a cosponsored
project grant to the South Jersey Cultural Alliance for regional marketing
and tourism; $6,500 was awarded as a
cosponsored project grant to the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs and the balance of remaining
FY08 funds were awarded to support
the 2008-2009 Artists in Education
(AIE) program. The roster of artists to
conduct in-school residencies was approved.
The Arts Education Committee reported on the progress of the New Jersey Arts Education Partnership, the AIE
after-school program, Poetry Out Loud
and the upcoming Artist/Teacher Institute, cosponsored with Arts Horizons.
Recommendations from the Arts
Education report include the appointment of a liaison from the State Board
of Education to the NJ Arts Education
Partnership, legislation to equally weigh
arts credits with other core subjects and
establishment of a model schools recognition program.
For further information on the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts, access
jerseyarts.com.
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Deposits are now being accepted for Green Meadows, our new lakeside apartments.
Prime locations are still available . . . so why wait?
Convenient location to Princeton, NYC and Philadelphia • Over 100 acres
Dynamic cultural events • State-of-the-art computer center • Magnificent arboretum
3 sparkling lakes • Indoor and outdoor pool • 18-hole golf course membership

Call today to schedule a personalized visit, 1-800-564-5705.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

A Full-Service Senior Living Community
300 Meadow Lakes • East Windsor, NJ 08520 • 1-800-564-5705 • phsseniorliving.com
Affiliated with

a not-for-profit corporation.

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net
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HEROES ON DISPLAY…An assortment of collectibles from “Batman” and
various other DC comics from the collection of Gregory Lombardo are on display
at the Garwood Library. The display will remain in the library through the end
of July, coinciding with the release of the latest “Batman” movie.

County Acquires Hungarian
Club Property for $625,000
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last Thursday approved the acquisition of the
4,600 sq. ft. American-Hungarian Citizens Club and its grounds in Clark for
$625,000.
According to a press release by the
county, the club was built in 1935, and
had hundreds of members during its
heyday in the 1940s and 1950s. Membership, though, has dwindled over the
past two decades.
The triangle-shaped .77-acre property is located off Old Raritan Road,
adjacent to the 42-acre Clark Reservoir, which was purchased by the county
for a dollar last year.
County officials said that 195 acres
of land have been purchased in Clark
for $23.9 million since 2003, through
the county’s Open Space fund.
The county previously purchased a
14-acre parcel from the Hazelwood
Cemetery in Rahway for $6.25 million,
the former 13-acre Esposito Farm for
$2.9 million and the 4.25 acre-Schwarz
Farm in Clark and Westfield for $3.6
million. The county also owns Milton
Lake in Rahway.
“The property is contiguous with the
reservoir and provides an area for light
recreational use,” said Nancy Ward,
freeholder and chairman of the Union
County Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund, in a
press release issued by the county.
Clark Mayor Sal Bonnacorso commented in the release that, “The freeholder board has done a fantastic job
for the residents of Clark in preserving
green space and improving the quality
of life in our township.”
“Together as partners, we saved the
reservoir from development and now
we have linked a beautiful stretch of
green space for future generations to
enjoy,” he continued.
During the public session, Cranford
resident Barbara Krause spoke of concerns over damage to, what she said
are, 100- to 150-year-old trees at Hanson

Park on Springfield Avenue. “It is a
shame. It really is,” Ms. Krause said.
She said the trees sustained deep
gashes and also had their bark slashed.
She also described a “path of destruction” and damage to the compounded
soil around the trees. She said when the
compound soil is damaged it can cut off
oxygen to a tree, causing it to die.
Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada
said he wanted to look into the issue and
find out why the trees were damaged.
Rutgers Cooperative Extension and
the Union County Master Gardeners
are working with the Hanson Park Conservancy on an invasive plant
managment plan, according to the
Rutgers University website.
James Horne, director of the United
Way of Greater Union County, made a
brief presentation on a “needs assement”
report he did on county services.
He said some 350 persons spoke at
10 meetings on affordability for daycare
and healthcare services. Mr. Horne said
residents also were concerned about
gangs, domestic violence and drugs.
He said there was a need for better
communication on how to find services.
Mr. Estrada said he was concerned
about high school drop-out statistics in
some communities. He said the report
would offer the county a “map” to start
addressing issues raised in the findings.
A final draft will be provided on June
12, at a 9:30 a.m. meeting at Kean
University in Union.
The freeholders honored Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich for his 50th anniversary in law enforcement. He has been
sheriff for 30 years, the longest tenure
in county history. “This is the first day
of my second 50 years,” said Mr.
Froehlich, who was an Elizabeth police
officer for 20 years. “I’m going to rust
out before I wear out.”
The freeholders begin their summer
schedule this month. Agenda meetings
will be held on June 19, July 10 and
August 7. Public meetings will be held
June 26, July 24 and August 21. All
meetings are held at 7 p.m. at the county
administration building in Elizabeth.
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Mayor Skibitsky Interviews
Corzine for TV-36 Show
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Mayor Andy
Skibitsky had the opportunity to ask
pertinent questions of Governor Jon
Corzine last week on the mayor’s
local TV-36 interview, available to
both Comcast and Verizon subscribers locally.
The mayor said he invites elected
officials onto his show, “because I
think its good from an informative
basis for the residents of Westfield.”
He had TV-36 Director of Operations
Jamie Lynn Drohan contact the
Governor’s office to ask if New
Jersey’s highest elected official would
like to come on the show as a guest.
“It happened very quickly. The
press secretary got back to Jamie Lynn
and said ‘yes, we would like to come
on the show.’ About a week later, we
had it scheduled for a Tuesday morning at 9 a.m. at Drumthwacket (the
New Jersey Governor’s Mansion in
Princeton),” said Mr. Skibitsky.
In preparing for the interview, Mr.
Skibitsky was concerned about the
number of questions he would be
able to cover. But he said he was
“really interested in hearing his take
on things.” He said he was able to ask
eight to 10 questions.
“I was hoping to just get good information out there that Westfield
residents would find interesting,” he
said.
In discussing the status of the state
budget, now at $33 billion, Mr.
Skibitsky said the Governor “was very
frank that spending has to stop growing and that the budget gimmickry
has to stop.”
“He said the state has been spending too much for many years,” the
mayor said, noting that from 1997
through 2007, the state’s budget has
doubled from $16 to $32 billion.
Mr. Skibitsky also said the Governor noted that the state is $32 billion
in debt, and that this figure balloons
to $116 billion when under-funded
pensions and healthcare costs are included. “He was the one who brought
up that figure…I mean that’s a lot of
money,” the mayor said.
During the interview, the Governor
specified “raiding” of the unemployment fund, the tobacco settlement,
not funding pensions so money could
be used to fund state operations instead, and bonding to pay for operating expenses.
Mr. Skibitsky said he gives Mr.
Corzine credit for bringing the state’s
financial woes to the forefront. “It’s
been talked about, but not to this
extent, I don’t believe,” Mr. Skibitsky
said. “He really wants to get the message out to New Jersey residents of
the bleak financial situation that the
state is in.”
“He’s in a difficult situation because every time he tries to do some-

thing, there is going to be some constituency that is going to be screaming at him, whether it’s for education,
or it’s the state aid, or it’s the closing
of hospitals,” Mr. Skibitsky said.
In discussing state mandates, the
mayor said Mr. Corzine referenced
the formula used to finance local libraries. Towns have noted the formula has resulted in a significant increase in funding, paid out of local
property taxes, to local libraries.
“He was well aware of that formula, even the fact that it fell outside
the 4 percent [for municipal spending],” Mr. Skibitsky said. “He was in
favor of changing that law, so that the
towns themselves can decide how
much to fund the libraries.”
The mayor said the Governor was
aware that Westfield raised its parking fines from $20 to $32. “I told him
if he [the state] didn’t take $11.50
[per ticket], we would be better off.
He just sort of laughed at it.”
Mr. Skibitsky asked the Governor
his view on the Alternative Minimum
Tax, which the mayor said impacts a
lot of families in the area. He said the
tax was created in the 1960s because
21 families didn’t pay any state income tax. “So they put in this alternative minimum tax, but they failed to
index it to inflation.” He said the
Governor “realized that it had to be
changed.”
“I asked if it was time for New
Jersey to consider it’s own Proposition 13,” the mayor said, noting that
California lawmakers put through a
measure to roll back property taxes
and require a two-thirds approval vote
of the legislature for any future tax
increases. “He [Mr. Corzine] said it
was effective in reducing property
taxes, but California went from one
of the best educational systems in the
country to one of the lowest ones in
the country because it impacted school
funding significantly.”
On a lighter note, Mr. Corzine, who
lived in Summit for 25 years, said,
“normally, [Westfield High School]
did very well against Summit in football and lacrosse.”
“It was a good discussion. Thirty
minutes goes very quick. I would
have loved to have spent an hour
with him, but he was generous with
his time. He gave me 30 solid minutes,” Mr. Skibitsky said. “He had a
ceremony he had to go to immediately following [the interview] at the
mansion, celebrating the anniversary
of when Princeton was the capital of
the Continental Congress for six
months.”
The mayor finished the interview
by asking Mr. Corzine about his nearfatal automobile crash two years ago.
“He said it hadn’t changed his outlook on life, but it had made him
appreciate how quickly things that
you have can be gone in an instant.”

Page 3

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Sam Mahamwal, Mountainside 7-11

“My wife and I are going to use it
for gas money for our two cars.”

John Dorio, Westfield

“I’m going to see The Country
Girl on Broadway with two friends.”

Greg Philpott, Mt. Laurel

“I’m giving it to my wife!”

Madeline Greenberg, Westfield

“To pay bills”

Citizens Decide on How
To Spend Stimulus Package
By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — February,
congressional leaders approved an
economic stimulus package that
would give most tax filers refunds
up to $1,200, and more for those
with children.
Roughly 130 million households
were scheduled to receive the rebate,
expected to arrive in mailboxes as
early as last month. The checks are
intended to stimulate the economy,
so...here’s the question: What are taxpayers going to do with the money?
Will they spend it on a big-screen TV,
airline tickets or a new wardrobe?
The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times interviewed local townspeople to find the
answers. An overwhelming majority of respondents reported that they
would simply “pay bills” with their

When’s the best time to make
 new friends?

rebate.
Joseph DeCosta of Mountainside
plans to set aside the money for his
daughter’s college fund. John Dorio of
Westfield said he’s splurging on a night
out on Broadway, although with the
price of theater tickets, the rebate would
only pay for him and two of his friends.
A few residents reported that they
were ineligible for the rebate because
of their income level. According to
irs.gov, the rebate begins to lessen
and phase out with an adjusted gross
income over $75,000 for single filers
and $150,000 for joint filers.

Keansburg, Plainfield ‘Super’
Contracts Result in Abbott Probe
Governor Jon Corzine has asked
Commissioner of Education Lucille
Davy to review the contracts of all 31
school superintendents in the state’s
Abbott Districts. This follows news of
a $740,000 severance package given
by the Keansburg Board of Education
to retiring superintendent Barbara
Trzeszkowski, Gannett State Bureau
reported. The school district has agreed
to halt the payments until a compromise can be reached. The state is seeking a court injunction to stop the payments to Ms. Trzeszkowski.
Ms. Davy vetoed a contract that the
Plainfield Board of Education had
awarded to its new superintendent,
Steven Gallon. He would have been
paid $198,000 per year, beginning
July 1, and received supplemental
payments for “travel, meals and lodging; relocation expenses; life insurance entitlement, and sick leave reimbursement,” nj.com reported.
West Orange Cop Elected Mayor
Of Orange, Replaces Hackett
Eldridge Hawkins, Jr., 27, a West
Orange police officer, was elected as
the new mayor of Orange. He replaces Mims Hackett, a former state
assemblyman who resigned after
pleading guilty to accepting a $5,000
bribe to steer a city insurance contract to a specific vendor, The StarLedger reported. He defeated a community activist, two incumbent councilmen and the chairmen of both the
city’s planning and zoning boards.
Orechio Loses Re-election Bid
After 40 Years on Nutley Board
After serving 40 years on the Nutley
Board of Commissioners, Carmen
Orechio has lost his bid for re-election
to Joseph Scarpelli, the son of outgoing
Commissioner Peter Scarpelli. Also

winning were newcomer Al Petracco,
incumbents Joanne Cocchiola, Tom
Evans and Mauro Tucci.
Mr. Orechio is a former state senator and served as senate majority leader
and senate president. He also served
four terms as mayor, according to information on the Nutley website. His
brother, Frank, ran a group of weekly
newspapers in Essex County, including a Nutley paper, before selling them
to Macromedia, the publisher of The
Record in Bergen County, in 1998.
Frank Orechio died at age 81 in 1999.
State Responds to Trump’s
Letter on Meadowlands Project
Assistant Attorney General Robert
Romano called Donald Trump’s recent
letter regarding the Meadowlands golf
redevelopment project “posturing” and
filled with “misinformation.” Mr. Trump,
who took on the financially beleaguered
project in November, said the state Meadowlands Commission’s decision to terminate its contract with EnCap Golf
Holdings over charges that EnCap had
not met a state demand to formulate a
new plan to finance the project was “a
very sad ending.” Mr. Trump agreed
last year to manage the project. He said
the state’s action would result in the
project being tied in courts for years.
Non-Partisan Elections
Could Move to November
State Assemblymen Patrick
Diegnan, Jr. (LD-18, South Plainfield)
and Peter J. Barnes, III, (LD-18,
Edison) have sponsored legislation
to allow towns with non-partisan elections to move them to November with
the General Election, according to a
press release on the Assembly Democrats’ website. These elections currently are held on the second Tuesday
of May. The bill was amended to
apply only to towns with populations
of 10,000 and under.

iѮ
 F#FTU,FQU4FDSFUu
JO/FX+FSTFZ
4QFDJBMJ[JOHJO
XFEEJOHT CJSUIEBZQBSUJFT 
BOOJWFSTBSJFT IPMJEBZQBSUJFT
BOEGVOESBJTFST
-!+% 9/52 2%3%26!4)/. 4/$!9

4HE *AMES 7ARD -ANSION

i.BLF0VS.BOTJPO:PVS.BOTJPOu

&BTU#SPBE4USFFUr8FTUêFME /+

r

XXXKBNFTXBSENBOTJPODPN

#ATERING &ACILITY

The Growing
You're
Invited Concern
About Identity Theft –
Event Specified Here

T

What You Need to Know

oday, at

Without the responsibilities of your home, you are now free to enjoy
an engaging lifestyle of activities and social programs with complete peace of mind.
Fellowship Village, a Continuing Care Retirement Community, offers upscale
Independent Living with the assurance of on-site healthcare for those who have retired
but still want to enjoy all of the adventures life has to offer.Visit our beautiful
community and find out why more people are calling Fellowship Village home.

Call 1-800-458-6715 or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.
8000 Fellowship Road • Basking Ridge, NJ • 07920

Stewart Ritter & Wachovia Securities
Invite You to

Join Us For a
Special Presentation:
The Growing Concern
About Identity Theft –
What You Need to Know
Presented By:
Jack Kulpa, Vice President
American Century Investments®

❑ Please send me more information. ❑ Please call me to arrange a private tour.

Name
Address
City
Zip
WL 06/05/08

Date & Time
June 19, 2008 r 7:00 p.m.

Location & Directions
The Westwood
438 North Avenue
Garwood, NJ 07027
www.thewestwood.com

Your Host
Stewart Ritter
Senior Vice President – Investments &
Financial Advisor
Wachovia Securities

RSVP
This event is sponsored and
financially supported by
American Century Investments.

State

The event is free, but space is limited. Please call
Stewart Ritter’s office to reserve your tickets at
(908) 789-7802.
Supervised from:
155 Elm Street r Westfield, NJ r (908) 789-7802

Telephone
Equal Housing Opportunity

IN-FLY-60651 0805
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Will State Budget Process Be a
Slowdown, Letdown or Meltdown?
Two years ago, a state government shut down
occurred during a stalemate between lawmakers,
Democrat infighting and Republican opposition,
over the then proposed $27.9 billion budget. The
seven-day shutdown resulted in “non-essential” government workers being sent home. Atlantic City
casinos, the state’s lottery system and motor vehicle
services offices were closed. The battle pitted Assembly Democrats, led by Speaker Joe Roberts (DCamden), against Governor Jon Corzine’s plan to
raises the sales tax by 17 percent — from 6 to 7
percent of sales. Eventually, the sales tax hike was
approved and was hailed as fixing the state’s problems.
Here it is 2008, and the state still faces dismal
financial numbers. More desperate taxing schemes
have been proposed such as taxing drinking water,
mortgaging the tolls and expanding lotteries. None
of the basic ills have been corrected involving corruption, over-spending and abuse. Yes, spending
cuts are being proposed, but not against the abuse,
but for important social programs such as aid to
hospitals and municipalities.
The Governor has said New Jersey is doing better
on additional revenue from income tax returns. Yet
municipalities, hospitals, universities and state employee unions are angry over funding cuts. Hospitals
are closing.
Lawmakers are faced with angry towns, which
want municipal aid fully restored. Hospitals are
battling for more aid for charitable care. Schools and
universities want more money.
How did we get in this mess? How will we get out
of this mess? When will the Legislature actually start
taking real action? Will the Legislature melt down
again this month with nothing substantially achieved?
Let’s look at budget statements by our ex-Governors in previous years: Christine Todd Whitman said
her Fiscal Year (FY) 2000 $19.2 billion budget was
“balanced, responsible and ambitious” and that her
$21.3 billion budget for FY 2001 was “balanced and
responsible.” And in the FY 2002 budget, she said,
“This is a [$23-billion] budget that will help us
continue to make New Jersey a better place in which
to live, work, and raise a family” once again calling
it “balanced and responsible.”
Yet, just one year later, Governor Jim McGreevey
said his $23.7-billion budget for FY 2003 was “intended to pull us out of a crisis and put our state on
the right track” by closing a “$5 billion shortfall.”
In the FY 2006 budget detailed three years ago,
Acting Governor Richard Codey said of the state’s
fiscal situation, “In this [$28 billion] budget address,
there’s good news and there’s bad news. The good
news is we’re not bankrupt. The bad news is, we’re
close.”
Mr. Corzine described the state’s finances in 2006

for the FY 2007 budget of $33.5 billion as a “recurring structural budget crisis.”
In terms of the FY 2009 budget still in the works,
GOP leaders in New Jersey, including Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield, the senate minority leader for
the Republicans, unveiled $1.3 billion in state spending “savings” from Mr. Corzine’s budget. Their
“Common-Sense Plan for a More Affordable New
Jersey” recommends changing tax rebates to direct
credit on property tax bills or as income tax credits
to save $44 million, eliminating political appointees
to save $68.5 million, changing the state employee
retirement age from 60 to 62 to save another $85
million. They also want to cut three state holidays the
federal workers do not get and to include a one-year
cap on accrued vacation time.
However, they propose to restore $375 million
from proposed cuts in property tax rebate programs
and $150 million in municipal aid cuts.
In response, Senator Barbara Buono (LD-18,
Edison), a Democrat, said the state must reduce
spending $1 billion from last year. She specifically
wants to “impose accountability” over state contracts and wants to “rein in skyrocketing debt” by
fixing the state’s pension’s system for future workers
by “preserving pension” for long-time employees.”
But, while the Senator says this, her party is
supportive of issuing $2.5 billion for more school
construction projects despite the widely published
scandals of the $8 billion School Construction Corporation (SCC).
Senator Kip Bateman (LD-16, Somerville), a Republican, called the Governor’s proposal “appalling.”
It’s hard to tell if all the factions are working
together for the common good of the citizens. It’s
pretty obvious that the special interest groups and
abusers are working hard for themselves. Each side
of the aisle, GOP versus DEMs, are flooded with
special interests such that it becomes difficult for the
average Joe to tell the difference between a jackass
and a pachyderm.
Since 2006, several lawmakers have retired to
escape subpoenas and others are in jail – or soon to
be there. As each layer of the onion is peeled open,
the abuse becomes even more apparent. The witchhunt is now focusing on the contract abuses by
superintendent of schools in Abbott districts. Will
anything actually be done?
All the state’s problems, your problems, our problems can’t be solved in this one budget session.
We’re not sure the corner has been turned on the
culture of corruption. We think and hope there is
some progress, but...
There are just a couple of weeks for the state to put
a budget together. Will this budget be a slowdown,
letdown or meltdown?

Letters to the Editor
If Town is Losing Money on Parking
Enforcement, Do Away with It
In response to all the letters regarding
the parking situation in town, there is a
very obvious solution — do away with
metered parking in town. Why? I did not
get my degree in economics, but it seems
logical that any program that loses money
should be done away with.
Imagine running a municipal service in
the black. Right now, according to our
municipal officials, we are losing money
on parking enforcement to the tune of
$200,000. It seems as if there is something very wrong here. Shouldn’t the town
consider making parking free? Other than
the commuter lots (which I will address
later in this letter) and getting rid of the
enforcement officials and machines,
which contribute to our costs, why should
we lose money? I really see no sense in
running a negative to the tune of $200,000
as one of our councilman has discussed.
If this were a private business venture
that any of our elected officials were
involved with, they would be looking to
preserve their capital by cutting waste,
which would save and possibly make
money.
When it comes to politics, everyone
should be able to voice their opinions

freely. When it comes to government
spending, we should be fiscally responsible and look at it like a business. It is
your tax dollar that is being spent, and if
a program is losing money, frankly, “What
is going on?” It is time to either make
parking in the municipal lots free, or
make the enforcement more efficient. Is
this an odd idea?
As far as our commuter lots being half
empty and sitting on a waiting list to get
a spot, let our traffic enforcement spend
two weeks looking at the municipalities
that some of the cars license plates come
from. I will bet that there are numerous
cars that have plates that are not registered as Westfield residents.
Are not the taxpayers of this town due
first spots on any waiting list, and should
not any car with a parking permit that is
not a plate with a Westfield address have
their permit revoked? I do not use the
commuter parking lot as I have the misfortune of having to commute via car on
the Garden State Parkway. However, I do
know friends who have waited for that
elusive parking permit.
Brian Greenfield
Westfield

BOE Lack of Action on High School
Student Parking is Frustrating
Superintendent Dolan and the Westfield
B.O.E., is anything going to change by
September 2008 with regards to the WHS
student-parking situation? Another school
year is coming to a close and nothing has
been done. When will this situation be
addressed?
Are you having discussions with the
mayor and town council to address this
issue? Ever since students were kicked
out of the back parking lot of WHS,
neighborhood streets have been left to
become the parking lot for students. WHS
staff took the former student spots and no
new spots have been added. Please build
some parking on WHS grounds to make
up for the spaces lost due to the WHS
building addition and for the additional
staff that was hired.
How many students parked behind
WHS before the addition was completed?
This should give you an idea of how many
spaces should be added.
Simply kicking the students out of the
parking lot and pushing them into the
street in order to solve the problem of
providing parking for teachers and staff is
shortsighted and inconsiderate. It shows
a lack of concern for the residents around
WHS, which never had a student-parking
problem before, and also a lack of concern for the safety students.

The issue of open lunch for juniors and
seniors should also be addressed. Is it
wise to promote driving to school, so that
students can have access to their cars
during open lunch, when you are not even
providing a safe place for them to park
and be somewhat monitored? Litter from
fast food establishments left behind on
neighborhood streets is one big problem
with the current open lunch policy.
When open lunch was first established,
students were allowed to park behind
WHS. Now they are not. Please create
two rows of additional parking in the back
lot of WHS as was proposed by the town
council early last year. Also, 40 spaces
could be added along Rahway Avenue, as
was discussed by previous BOE members.
It is my understanding that the town
council cannot act without the support
and cooperation of the BOE. This has
been a very frustrating issue for residents
and town council members alike. Please
add addressing the WHS student parking
this issue to your 2008-2009 school year
goals, which are posted on the BOE
website so that people know you are acknowledging the situation and working
with the town council to solve it.
Mike Nemeth
Westfield

Public Urged to Attend Muhlenberg
Hospital Hearing Set Today, June 5
The People’s Organization for Progress
urges the public to attend the hearing on
Thursday, June 5 at 6 p.m. at Plainfield
High School located at 950 Park Avenue
in Plainfield, NJ to stop the closing of
Muhlenberg Hospital.
The organization also will be holding a
demonstration at the high school at 4:30
p.m. and seeks public support to demand
that Muhlenberg remain open as a full

service hospital.
For more information, call People’s
Organization for Progress at (908) 7311518 or (973) 801-0001. Email
joan.hervey@plainfieldareaequality.com
or call (908) 222-3330. See the website
PlainfieldAreaEquality.com.
Joan Hervey
Plainfield

Leader/Times Should Publish
Teacher/Superintendent Contracts
Very recently, The Star Ledger drew
attention to one aspect of public school
funding in New Jersey — payments to
superintendents of schools. The latest flap
is over severance pay for the superintendent of the Keansburg public schools in
Monmouth County.
Superintendents have fixed-term contracts, and are not tenured. It would be a
valuable public service for The Westfield
Leader to do a piece on the financial
aspects of the employment contracts of
the superintendents of schools, and other
top administrators, in Mountainside,
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Cranford and
Garwood.
To the extent that there has been recent
turnover in a position — such as with the
superintend in Westfield — informing
the public of any severance and sick/
personal day reimbursement paid to outgoing administrators would also be of
interest.
The NJ Commissioner of Education
[Lucille Davy] has urged executive county
superintendents to gather information on
the employment contracts of superintendents in their counties, and has encouraged the public to review them. “Transparency” and “accountability” are the

bywords. As part of a transparency in
government effort, last year the Legislature enacted a law that requires school
districts to post key contract provisions
for their superintendents, assistant superintendents and business administrators
on their websites, and make the contracts
available for public review.
I, for one, support these measures because they help taxpayers evaluate how
their dollars are spent.
Thank you for your attention to this
request.
Teresa Moore
Westfield
Editor’s Note: As urged by Mrs. Moore
in her letter above and as urged by NJDOE
Commissioner Lucille Davy (see letter
below), we have submitted an Open Public Records Act (OPRA) request to Union
County Superintendent of Schools Carmen
Centuolo for email copies of all the county
school district administrative contracts.
As these were due to the county superintendent yesterday (Wednesday), we see
no reason for a delay in our receiving the
contracts such as to enable the start of
our review, with perhaps a first in a series
of articles next week.

Ed. Commissioner Requires County
Supers to Review District Contracts

Your State Legislators
---LD-21--Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073
Asm. Eric Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22--Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404
Asw. Linda Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark and Linden.
E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

TRENTON — New Jersey Commissioner of Education Lucille Davy last
Friday asked the 21 county superintendents to review the existing contracts of
all district superintendents within their
jurisdictions, particularly any provisions
relating to excessive severance payments.
“Our priorities in doing this work are
transparency and accountability,” Ms.
Davy said.
“We understand that being a district
superintendent is not an easy job. The
time demands are extensive and the various skills needed to perform the job well
are complex. However, resources should
be focused on classroom instruction and
not on subsidizing golden parachutes for
public employees,” she said.
The contracts will be reviewed against
a consistent set of criteria, which were to
be provided to the county offices this
week, and the results of the reviews will
be reported directly to the Commissioner.
Assistant Commissioner for Field Services William King e-mailed the county
superintendents requesting that they ask
all district superintendents to forward their
contracts to their county offices by next
Wednesday, June 4.
Commissioner Davy said she expected
the focus of the review to be special
severance packages and bonuses provided
on retirement and termination. She said
that payment for unused sick and vacation days for retiring superintendents was
permissible under the law, but noted that
excessive examples of these types of payments should be brought to her attention.
Contracts for school employees, in-

cluding superintendents and other administrators, are negotiated by local school
boards in each district. State law requires
that key provisions in all contracts for
superintendents, assistant superintendents
and business administrators be posted on
the district’s website if one exists, and
made available for public review.
“Although the Department is undertaking this review, community members
and taxpayers are encouraged to examine
these contracts as well,” Commissioner
Davy said.
While the Department has no legal
authority to order modifications to existing contracts, the data that is gathered will
be used to ensure that new regulations
adequately delineate acceptable standards
for all contracts now being reviewed under the CORE Reform Act, N.J.S.A.
18A:7-8.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
Phone - (908) 232-4407
For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zokor – A burrowing rodent that
looks like a mole rat
2. Culpon – A shred or splinter
3. Teff – A grain plant of Abyssinia
from which flour is made
4. Sarcoid – Like or consisting of flesh
TERGIVERSATE
1. To give a wavy form, margin, or
surface
2. To desert a cause
3. To please, charm or delight
4. To flatten or squash
SAPIENT
1. Restless; nervous
2. Wise; knowing
3. Dewy; moist
4. Not subject to corruption
TEREBINTH
1. A translucent quartz of leek-green
color
2. A medieval catapult for hurling stones
3. A small European tree of the sumac
family. Turpentine tree.
4. A German helmet with a sharp metal
spike
DEBULLITION
1. Boiling over
2. A persistent ringing sound in the
inner ear
3. The shattering effect of a sudden
burst of energy, as in an explosion
4. A pulling or plucking off

Letters to
the Editor
Remembering a
Marine, Brad Shuder
I wrote the following to the Marine’s
mom and dad, sending the photo from
The Westfield Leader (Marine killed in
Iraq, May 29, page 3). I am filled with
respect and glad I wrote to them, so sad
with her ‘what ifs,’ a lifetime lost in a
country so far away.
‘Rose, thank you. I wrote within my
heart thinking too of my life from my 20s
to today. It’s the thought and memory of
your son that was reminding me more
deeply of my life and values, as shared
actually age 69.
I have many memories of Camp
Pendleton, his affiliation with First Marines, for I was in that regiment at a
gentler period of time — Another week of
ribbons yesterday. Your son filled my
heart, the reading of your special service.
My son just turned 40 in April, a daughter
42 in California, San Jose. My words will
not fill your void. You must remember
the life and memories you gave your son
Brad — your son and a brother to his
sister. His sister has a rich history to make
life truly special. Thank you for your note
and sharing.’
George Rodgers
Westfield
From Rose Shuder: Dear Mr. Rogers.
Thank you for the material you mailed to
us and for especially remembering our
son this Memorial Day. It was heartwarming to know that he was honored for
his service in such a special way. It is hard
to believe that we lost Brad four years
ago. It seems like yesterday.
We are at the point of wondering —
how would he look, would he have made
the military his career as he was planning,
would he be married, would he have
children?
We thank you for your service to this
country and for continuing to remember
those that served and those that have
made the ultimate sacrifice.
Glenn and Rose Shuder
Parents of Lcpl Brad Shuder, KIA
Iraq 4/12/2004

Same Parking Problem,
Different Generation
Our parking needs have not changed
much in the past 40 years.
But the Grant School Talent Show, of
fond memory, and parent of the Washington School Show, had a solution we always loved:
If you want a parking space in downtown Westfield, buy a parked car.
Also, most families had only one car,
so the wife drove her husband to the
station in the morning and picked him up
there when his train came in at night.
Enjoy a little laugh.
Ken MacRitchie and family
Westfield

How Far Would You Go
To Stop A War?
On Wednesday, June 18 at 7 p.m., the
Westfield Memorial Library presents
some answers to that question with the
showing of “The Camden 28,” a documentary film about protests during the
Vietnam War in Camden, NJ.
In the summer of 1971, protests against
the Vietnam War were spreading across
America. A group of 28 Camden activists, mostly conscientious objectors from
the Catholic left, plan to break into a local
draft board office and destroy records.
But little do they know that a mole has
infiltrated their operation, and within
hours of beginning their mission, they are
rounded up and arrested by the FBI, under
the personal authority of J. Edgar Hoover.
Running 83 minutes, the film includes
interviews and archival footage. This
event is a collaboration with P.O.V., PBS’s
award-winning nonfiction film series.
For more information, see
www.pbs.org/pov. The film is free and
open to Westfield Library and MURAL
cardholders. Please register at the desk or
call (908) 789.4090 ext. 4140.
Founded in 1879, the Westfield Memorial Library strives to provide the
Westfield community an environment that
promotes a love of reading and ensures
free access to ideas and information.
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Westfield High School Class of ’68;
Still Crazy After All These Years
By Vic Barbiero
On Memorial Day Weekend 2008, we
had our 40th High School Reunion in
lovely Westfield. I picked up Jeff, my
buddy since fifth grade on Friday morning, and drove in from Washington DC in
my 2003 Thunderbird (boys’ don’t
change, just their toys). On the way up,
we reminisced about pals, girlfriends,
loves and loves lost.
We got on Central Avenue and approached Westfield with anticipation and
apprehension. Forty years! How could
that much time have passed? What will
people look like? Have they changed
much? Have we changed much? When
we rolled into town all that melted away.
Westfield looked better than ever. Broad
Street was filled with beautiful shops
and beautiful shoppers. The town’s prosperity was evident in the merchandise
displayed, the vehicles parked and the
well-dressed clients on the sidewalks —
be they parents, teens or toddlers.
My daughter calls Westfield
Pleasantville, but it isn’t Pleasantville,
Westfield is simply one of the most beautiful towns on our planet. How lucky we
are to have grown up in such a wonderful
place.
We checked into the Westfield Inn and
our friend Casey walked in five minutes
later, having traveled from Wyoming that
morning. We hugged, checked in and
then went on a nostalgic walk through
town. Jeff hadn’t been to Westfield in
decades. Case and I visited more frequently. We walked through
Mindowaskin Park and up Mountain
Avenue to see the houses where we grew
up. Mom’s house on Colonial Avenue
was replaced by a newer, larger home;
tastefully done, but with almost twice
the square feet (The grass never looked
better). We strolled over to Wychwood. I
called Connie and Sue who were on their
way down from Maine. They had just
arrived in town and were also in
Wychwood looking at their old homes.
We met up at the corner of Linden and
Kimball. Once again, the town shined.
The houses were impeccably kept and
the grounds gracefully landscaped.
The spring sunshine and clear blue
sky accented the beauty of the neighborhood and made us all reflect on our good
fortune. We walked into Wilson School
together and admired the ingenuity of
the teachers and cleverness of the students. Greeted by the principal, we were
told we should have registered at the
front entrance and received a nametag —
a reminder that forty years have passed
and with those years, the innocence of
bygone days.
It was time for lunch; and where else?
— the Jolly Trolley. Most Westfieldians
have some pretty strong ties to the “JT”;
we’re no different. Connie arrived from
Ohio and the six of us sat down for lunch.
Over drinks and sandwiches, we talked
of Westfield High, Peoples, the Music
Staff, Shades and other hangouts where
we would congregate to talk, smoke,
make dates for the weekend, and grow
up. We also talked of spouses, work,
children, and grandchildren. We spoke
of hardships, illness, personal challenges,
and what made us weak and strong. We
saw each other simultaneously as teenagers and middle-aged adults. We reconnected with mind and heart -- friendships that span a generation. Again, I
thought how lucky we have been.
The North-South Dichotomy and
Unity – Westfield High was a crucible of
sorts. It drew people from the north and
south sides, from Edison and Roosevelt
Junior Highs and from Franklin,
Tamaques, Jefferson, Washington, Wilson, Lincoln and McKinley elementary
schools. Some of us had been together
since Kindergarten, some arrived in 10th
grade, but we became the “Class of ‘68”,
and today, we still are the “Class of ’68”.
Westfield High threw us all into an
ocean of students from different backgrounds and socio-economic strata. It
was an equalizer, like all high schools.
Cliques were maintained, but new cliques
formed. Old friendships deepened, and
new friendships forged. Sports, clubs,
choir, student politics, parties, drinking,
sex, drugs and rock-and-roll — we had it
all, and loved every minute of it. The
north-south dichotomy disappeared as

we played together, partied together and
loved each other. Our class was over 600
strong. Upper classmen (and
classwomen) dwarfed big fish from
Edison and Roosevelt, but we dealt with
it. We knew our time would come. We
grew up unified, proud of ourselves and
proud of Westfield High. We were, and
still are the Blue Devils — like the song
goes – “Schools know our reputation, we
won’t let it fall, Westfield victorious, the
Champions of all!”
So, on Friday night, Mary had a wonderful cocktail party for a number of us.
True to form, we came to party and did
so. After a nice get-together of about 40
classmates, we headed off to a bar in
Garwood to continue the evening. Bar
talk and reminiscing filled the evening.
We remembered many of the times we
had — good and bad, fun and sad, and
told each other how good we all looked
and how well we all had done. Deep
inside, I think we knew we could not
recapture the past. But we wished we
could be eighteen again — just for that
night — with all the silliness, driving
hormones, and invincibility that is a part
of youth.
As the night went on, we laughed
about old times and even captured some
new memories, like cigars on the sidewalk and hilarious bantering that almost
made us eighteen again. Paul and I left
the bar at 1:45 a.m. to go to the White
Castle in Clark. Two guys in a 2001
Corvette (boys’ toys again), going to find
our youth (not smart at that time of
night). We got to the “White” and ordered four doubles. The bill was $23.50
— so much for nostalgia, but boy, were
they good.
The dance was at the Westwood in
Garwood; buffet and open bar. John provided the music from his computer bank
of over eight thousand songs. We began
at 7 p.m. and ended at 1 a.m. What
happened in-between is a part of
Westfield history. Everyone was dressed
to the nines. The girls in heels and party
dresses, the guys in “smart casual” jackets and slacks. We had nametags so we
knew whom we were hugging. I vaguely
remember the buffet, but people tell me
the food was good.
We all sat at tables, glammed and
sparkling, leaning over to hear each other
and looking into eyes we haven’t seen in
a very long time. The music carried us to
the dance floor and into the arms of old
flames. Time retreated and we were once
again in the late ‘60s with our lives ahead
of us and a past of less than two decades.
As we spun each other around listening to the Critters, Mitch Rider and the
Detroit Wheels, Wilson Picket and the
Four Tops, our feet got lighter and 1968
got closer. Slow dances gave us a chance
to hold the past in our arms and revere
lifelong friendships. We visited tables to
chat. We caught up with friends and got
snapshots of their lives. Not enough, but
enough all the same. We kissed, hugged,
cried a little and remembered. For a
fleeting few hours, we were the Class of
’68 again, the pride of Westfield High. At
1:15 a.m., it was over.
The cars had left the parking lot with
only asphalt and white lines remaining.
But we all knew what had just happened
and knew our reunion was a great success. During the evening, Joe said to me
he had come “to see old friends and make
new ones.” To me that captured the essence of our reunion, of any reunion.
Jim invited the entire class to his house
for brunch on Sunday to say farewell.
Gratefully, the reunion wasn’t quite over.
The weather continued to cooperate wonderfully and a clear, warm sun, hot coffee and cold juice settled some of the
shakes and renewed some of the energy
spent partying. We had another chance to
see each other again and say hello to
some we’d missed at the dance. After
three hours, we said our final goodbyes,
but vowed to keep in touch. Hopefully
we will — but for most, likely not. But
that’s OK.
We had a perfect weekend together
sharing our lives once again as we had for
those three wondrous years at WHS. Our
next reunion may be our 45th, or maybe
our 50th. We may be less inclined to make
the effort and perhaps less fit to do so. But
this one — this one, was perfect.
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Lights Turn On in SP at
VoTech Field Reopening
SCOTCH PLAINS – The reopening of the Union County VocationalTechnical Field, in Scotch Plains, after
extensive renovations, was celebrated
with a lighting and ribbon-cutting ceremony on May 28 at 7:30 p.m.
Little League teams were joined
with representatives from the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks and other local officials.
The $1.2 million project to improve the county facility was a cooperative effort between Union County

ALPIAN TOUR...Gino Jannotti of Garwood poses last week in professional
biking gear at Arabba, Italy in the Italian Alps during his company’s (Computer
Sciences Corporation) Employee Week at the Giro D’Italia. The group watched
two stages of the race and met seven CSC team riders and mechanics. Mr. Jannotti
test rode professional bikes used by the team and is wearing the exact racing shirt
used by the bikers.

Letters to the Editor
In Bad Economic Time, Trenton New
COAH Rules Punish Business Growth
New Jersey’s Council on Affordable
Housing (COAH) recently adopted revised rules that went into effect on June 2.
While providing for affordable housing is
a good cause, these changes will have a
devastating impact on economic development efforts in New Jersey, and will
discourage employers from growing jobs.
This comes at a time when New Jersey’s
economy is in recession and job opportunities for residents are shrinking.
Why would affordable housing have a
detrimental impact on economic development? While we support the idea of
affordable housing, we disagree with one
of the ways COAH wants to pay for it – by
taxing job growth. Under the revised rules,
for every 16 jobs a New Jersey company
adds, it must pay a “growth share” for the
privilege. In other words, the new rules
would force companies to pay for a unit of
housing for every 16 jobs they add.
The “growth share” amount paid by
companies varies by region. Job creation
in Essex, Morris, Union and Warren counties, for example, will cost companies
$148,683 for every new affordable housing obligation. COAH has determined a
need for 115,666 units of affordable housing in New Jersey through 2018 – up from
52,000 in the previous rules. Therefore,
the financial impact on employers will be

great over the long term.
New Jersey is the only state in the
nation with a mandate that ties the affordable housing issue to economic growth.
There is also a component of the new
rules that forces companies to pay additional amounts to COAH if they decide to
expand their facilities. To make expansion and job creation punishable by additional fees is at odds with the Governor’s
goal of growing us out of our debt through
economic vitality.
In a statewide survey of New Jersey
residents, 62 percent felt businesses
should pay lower taxes, so they can stay
and reinvest here. More than three quarters of residents agreed that the state ought
to create a better business climate for
New Jersey-based businesses, so they
stay here and hire here. Residents get it.
Why doesn’t the government?
Let COAH and your legislators know
the state should be doing everything humanly possible to grow jobs, not discourage them. Full contact information for
them may be found at njchamber.com.
These affordable housing rules penalize
companies for providing opportunities
for New Jersey workers.
Joan Verplanck, President, New
Jersey Chamber of Commerce

and Scotch Plains. Teams from Scotch
Plains and elsewhere in the county
will share use of the field.
The renovations include the regrading and reorienting of the existing ball field and the addition of a
regulation soccer field, both with natural turf; new high-efficiency field
lights and irrigation; and new seating, safety features and handicapped
accessibility.
The lights were turned on during
the ceremony and the Little League
game followed.

‘Bio-Blitz 2008’ Explores
Elizabeth River Parkway
ELIZABETH – Beginning at 5 p.m.
on June 13, Union County will offer
residents an opportunity to get “up
close and personal” with wildlife
during Bio-Blitz 2008.
The primary purpose of Bio-Blitz
2008 is to get a snapshot of the
biodiversity (or richness of species)
in the 312-plus acres of Union County
parkland that buffer the Elizabeth
River. Plant, fungi, insect, fish, bird,
mammal, amphibian and reptile experts, along with amateur naturalist
volunteers, will collect and identify
species in the field and return to the
Bio-Blitz Central Tent, located on the
East Campus of Kean University on
Irvington Avenue in Hillside, to sort
and count their findings.
Free public programming will be
offered throughout the event, from 6
to 11 p.m. on June 13, and from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. on June 14.
Participants can choose from a
Nighttime Awareness program on
Friday, led by staff from the Children
of the Earth Foundation, an owl prowl,
a program about bats, and a presentation by staff of the Trailside Nature
and Science Center and the Staten
Island Zoo about reptiles and amphibians.
Saturday’s programs will offer plant
identification and beginner bird walks
with the Children of the Earth Foundation, stream sampling with New
Jersey Americorps Watershed Program staff, and a fish sampling demonstration by New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection Fish and
Wildlife staff.

With a stroke, speed is everything.

Nationally-designated Primary Stroke Centers —
Morristown Memorial Hospital and Overlook Hospital.
How quickly and effectively you’re treated after a stroke is critical. Our New Jersey
designated Comprehensive Stroke Centers have been recognized for excellence by
the American Heart Association and the American Stroke Association.
As leaders in stroke care, we are the first hospitals in the state using The Penumbra
SystemTM, and among the few using the Merci®Retriever — minimally invasive tools
offering more options to our patients, maximizing recoveries.
When a stroke occurs, our highly-trained stroke teams are here to treat it as
quickly as possible.
For a referral to a neurologist, call 866-581-4630. For more information or to sign
up for a free, personalized e-newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.

Also on Saturday, the Appalachian
Mountain Club will lead a hike along
the Elizabeth River Parkway. For more
details, contact the Appalachian
Mountain Club at (347) 886-3070.
For more information about BioBlitz 2008 and its programs, or to
receive a brochure, call (908) 5274231 and leave an e-mail address, or
pick up a brochure at Trailside Nature
and Science Center, located at 452
New Providence Road in
Mountainside.

OSHA Cites Linden Co.
After Double Fatality
LINDEN – The U.S. Department of
Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) has cited North
East Linen for multiple alleged safety
and health violations after a double
fatality at the company’s Linden facility.
OSHA initiated its investigation on
Dec. 1, 2007, following the fatal accident. Two employees, who were cleaning a wastewater tank, were discovered
at the bottom of the tank, which was
oxygen-deficient and contained hazardous chemicals. The investigation
resulted in one willful, 12 serious and
two other-than-serious violations. The
company was cited for willful violation
for failing to provide hazard communication training.
OSHA is proposing $79,250 in fines
for the combined violations. The company has 15 business days from receipt
of its citations to contest them. The
inspection was conducted by OSHA’s
Avenel office; (732) 750-3270.
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Miller-Cory to Spotlight
‘18th-Century Medicine’
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will welcome visitors
this Sunday, June 8, from 2 to 4 p.m.
for a program entitled “Better Not to
Get Sick: 18th-Century Medicine.”
Presenter Fran Gold will describe
how the means of treating illness
and injury during the Colonial era
was vastly different than it is today.
Physicians were poorly trained, if
they were available at all, and medical knowledge was still largely in
the dark ages. Frequently the treatment, such as bloodletting, was worse
than the disease itself. For the great
majority of 18th-century Americans,
health care took place in the home.

Holy Trinity Seniors
Announce Luncheon
Miss Lisa Marie Villalobos and Lambros Karaolides

Miss Lisa Marie Villalobos
To Wed Lambros Karaolides
Ms. Carol Villalobos of Iselin and
Hugo Villalobos of Elizabeth, formerly residents of Westfield, have
announced the engagement of their
daughter, Miss Lisa Marie
Villalobos, to Lambros Karaolides.
He is the son of Lakias and Rachel
Karaolides of Larnaca, Cyprus.

Gordon James Band
To Appear at Library
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present the
Gordon James Band on Wednesday,
June 11, at 7 p.m. This program is
open to Westfield Memorial Library
and MURAL cardholders.
A composer, flugelhornist and
trumpeter, Mr. James describes his
music as blending the worlds of jazz,
Latin, rhythm and blues, pop and
hip-hop.
He is a graduate of the Interlochen
Arts Academy and the Hartt College
of Music, and has studied and performed with artists such as trumpeter
Ted Curson, Johnny Guitar Watson
and saxophonist Paul Winter.
Mr. James released his first compact disk, called “Candlelight Love,”
in 1995. He recently released his
fourth CD, entitled “In Joy.”
The Westfield Memorial Library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.
Interested persons may register at
the circulation desk or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 4140.
For more information on library
programs, call (908) 789-4090, visit
the library’s website, wmlnj.org, or
stop by the library for a copy of its
quarterly newsletter.

A 1999 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride-to-be graduated
from New York University in December of 2002 with a degree in
broadcast journalism. She currently
is a producer for “Opening Bell” and
“Countdown to the Closing Bell” on
the Fox Business Network.
Her fiancé received his degree
from LaGuardia College and currently is employed as a personal
trainer in New York. He also is a
Golden Gloves champion and professional boxer, training at John’s
Gym in the Bronx.
A 2009 wedding is planned.

Rummage Sale Is Set
Saturday In Westfield
WESTFIELD – Mothers and More
will hold its fourth annual rummage
sale this Saturday, June 7, from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. rain or shine. Household items, clothing in all sizes, toys,
baby gear, books and a bake sale will
be featured.
The event will take place at the
First Baptist Church of Westfield,
located at 170 Elm Street, across
from Trader Joe’s. All proceeds will
benefit the Union County chapter of
Mothers and More.
A non-profit organization, Mothers and More works to improve the
lives of mothers through support,
education and advocacy. A variety
of fun and informative activities are
available to members and their families. New members are always welcome. For more information, call
Lori at (732) 388-4390 or Katy at
(908) 272-4881.

NEW YOGA - PILATES CLASSES

CLASSES FOR ADULTS AND TEENAGERS

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will hold its final
meeting of the season on Monday,
June 9. It will be a luncheon held in the
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
gymnasium on First Street in Westfield.
The festivities will start with a
social hour at 12:30 p.m., followed
by a buffet, dessert and coffee. At 2
p.m., the Union Harmonica Band
will entertain those in attendance
with a lively performance. The
club’s last outing for the year will
be a luncheon cruise on board the
Riverbelle out of Toms River on
Tuesday, June 17.

Nature Hike on Tap
At Brightwood Park
WESTFIELD – The Rahway River
Association’s 2008 Celebrate the
Rahway River series of nature hikes,
bird-watching walks and natural history presentations will come to
Westfield’s Brightwood Park this
Saturday, June 7.
The 9 a.m. to noon hike will be
open to the public. Dennis Miranda,
the Rahway River Association’s executive director and naturalist, will
guide participants on a leisurely walk
of the 41-acre nature preserve. During the event, Mr. Miranda will discuss the fauna and flora found at
Brightwood Park.
Brightwood Park is the first park in
the watershed to benefit from the
Rahway River Association’s Neighborhood Biodiversity Program. The
association has raised nearly $6,000
towards a $40,000 wildlife habitat
restoration plan that calls for removal
of invasive plants, re-creation of a
wildflower meadow and development
of interpretive literature, among other
goals.
“The restoration of Brightwood
Park is important to revive it as a
local destination for wildlife observation, bird watching, hiking or simply communing with nature,” said
Mr. Miranda. “We all have a right to
clean water, clean air and to enjoy
nature, even in the region’s urban
and suburban landscape.”
To register for the nature hike or
obtain more information, interested
persons may send an e-mail to
info@rahwayriver.org or call Mr.
Miranda at (570) 228-1404.

Sunday’s activities also will include tours of the restored, fully furnished farmhouse, which was built
in 1740. In addition, members of the
museum’s cooking committee will
demonstrate the skills and techniques
used in 18th-century open-hearth
cooking, using authentic recipes and
seasonal foods. Taste treats will be
offered for visitors to sample.
The Miller-Cory House Museum
is located at 614 Mountain Avenue
in Westfield. Admission to the museum and its grounds is $2.50 for
adults, $1 for students and free for
children under age 4.
The museum also is available weekday mornings for group tours, as well
as after school for Boy Scout and Girl
Scout groups. All tours must be arranged in advance. For more information, call the museum office weekday
mornings at (908) 232-1776.

Program to Take Place
On Predatory Lending
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will host a free program
at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, June 11,
to inform area residents about predatory lending and how they can protect
themselves against it.
The practice of predatory lending
involves unscrupulous mortgage companies that prey on unsuspecting consumers, placing them in financial
jeopardy and potential homelessness.
Attorney Richard Bennett, an expert
in the field, will present the program.
Topics will include the definition
of predatory lending, how it is related
to the current real estate market, who
the primary targets are, how to recognize a predatory lending scheme, what
a person should do if he or she falls
behind in mortgage payments and
how to avoid foreclosure.
All are welcome to attend this free
program, which is being offered in
conjunction with the Community
Health Law Project and is made possible through funding from the Grotta
Foundation on Senior Care.
The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. To make
reservations or for more information,
contact
Nan
Statton
at
nstatton@jccnj.org or (908) 8898800, extension no. 207. Information
also is available online at jccnj.org.

Anxiety Support Group
Offered Free of Charge
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Resolve
Community Counseling Center is
hosting a free Anxiety Support Group
on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
All adults are welcome. This group
is confidential and facilitated by a
counselor.
A private, non-profit counseling
center located at 1830 Front Street
in Scotch Plains, Resolve provides
professional therapeutic services to
youth, individuals and families in
Scotch Plains and surrounding communities in central New Jersey. To
register for the anxiety support group,
call Cheryl at (908) 322-9180.

STARTS JUNE 23

Mondays June 16 & June 23 from 3pm to 7pm
Thursday June 19 from 3pm to 7pm
Saturday June 21 from 1pm to 4pm

WKA D
Z H Q J H U N R L V

A R C H I T E C T U R E
Wednesday June 18 at 8:30pm
Saturday June 21 at 12:30pm
or by appointment
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DISTINGUISHED GROUP…The Rotary Club of Westfield presented grants on
May 20 to 26 local charities. Pictured above are representatives of some of the
various organizations that were honored by the club for their efforts in the
community. The Rotary Club of Westfield meets for lunch on Tuesdays from
12:15 to 1:30 p.m. at the Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield. Guests are always welcome.

Westfield Rotary Club Gives
Grants to 26 Local Charities
WESTFIELD – On May 20, the
Rotary Club of Westfield awarded
$21,450 in grants to 26 local charities, many of which had given halfhour presentations to the club during the course of the year. As each
recipient was presented a check, a
representative offered a brief summary of how that particular organization helps the local community.
Among the representatives of the
organizations were Ted Schlosberg,
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts;
Barry Rosenberg, Westfield Community Band; Patricia Thompson,
Literacy Volunteers of Union
County; Dave Schweidenbach, Pedals For Progress; Thelma Smith,
Westfield Community Center, and
Dennis Miranda, Rahway River Association.
Others included Mark Elsasser,
Thailand Project and Westfield Area
“Y”; Joanne Lemenille, Community Players of Westfield; Dave
Owens, CONTACT We Care and
Optimist Club Project Graduation
Bash; Nancy Priest, Westfield Historical Society; Laurie Idarotti,
Children’s Specialized Hospital;
Shannon Bolivar, The Arc of Union
County; Donna Dolce, Girl Scouts
of Washington Rock Council; Linda
Flores Tober, Elizabeth Coalition
to House the Homeless; Girl Scout
Kathleen O’Donnell-Pickert, and
Dawson Yeomans, Furniture Assist.
The remaining recipients were
Byron Miller, Pure Water for the
World; Doug Merritt, Homes of Hope
Ecuador; Linda Johnson, American
Red Cross; Kevin Ingram, Eagle Scout
Project; Sherry Cronin, Reeve House;
Christine McCoid, Sister Pat’s Camp;

WENGERKOIS

.* 
VERIZONNET

NURSING HOME ALTERNATIVE
MOVES FROM CRANFORD TO WESTFIELD
Paid Bulletin Board
The Union County office of initially opened our Cranford
GRISWOLD SPECIAL CARE, office in 1998. After being in
one of the nation’s largest privately Cranford for 10 years, we are
owned home care companies, excited to make this move and
recently moved its operations from confident that the people of
Cranford to Westfield.
Westfield will welcome us.” She
Griswold Special Care works continues by saying, “Griswold
exclusively with non-medical Special Care’s new office space is
caregivers who help older adults, a beautiful 100-year old house
disabled persons, recently which we hope will make people
discharged hospital patients, and feel at home with us.”
others who need help to remain
To celebrate the opening of the
independent at home. The Westfield office, Griswold Special
caregivers help people with Care will be hosting an open house
everyday tasks like personal care, for clients, family members,
cooking,
shopping,
light caregivers and the public on
housekeeping, and transportation. Saturday, June 7, 2008, between 10
The director of the Union a.m. and 2 p.m. This is a wonderful
County office, Martha Heinkel, is opportunity to learn more about
a long-time resident of Westfield. services and meet with clients and
Heinkel is a 1982 graduate of caregivers. RSVP is welcome but
Columbia University, where she not a must.
earned her Master’s degree in
Celebrating 26 years in
Social Work. She has been business and recently opening its
working as a social worker for 25 100th office, Griswold Special Care
years in both in-patient and home is the world’s oldest multi-national
care settings of hospitals. She has home care agency. The company
a sincere passion for elder care. is licensed, insured, bonded, and
Heinkel provides free in-home proud to maintain its affordable
client assessments, helping rates.
families review care options and
evaluate individual needs.
Heinkel states, “Griswold
Special Care is excited to make our
home at 540 East Broad Street on 540 East Broad Street Westfield, NJ
908-654-3400
Westfield’s ‘Doctor’s Row.’ We

Record and CD Show
To Be Held on Sunday
AREA – The Greater New Jersey
Record and CD Show will take place
this Sunday, June 8, from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. at the Springfield Holiday
Inn, located at Route 22, West, in
Springfield.
More than 75 vendors are expected
to feature their wares at the event,
including rare record albums, 45s,
compact disks, videos, DVDs and
music memorabilia, among other
merchandise.
General admission is $6. The price
for senior citizens is $3, and children
under age 12 will be admitted free of
charge. For more details on the
Greater New Jersey Record and CD
Show, call (908) 541-0511, e-mail
GNJRecordShows@yahoo.com or
access
izzymusic.com/
record_shows.htm.

Swim Club to Hold
Open House June 7
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Highland Swim Club (HSC) will host an
open house on Saturday, June 7, from
1 to 4 p.m., with a rain date of Sunday, June 8. Located at 1235 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, the club
recently completed major renovations to the pool, bathhouse and
grounds.
Guests will have an opportunity to
use the facilities at no charge and
speak to members of the pool’s board
of governors. For more information,
call (908) 889-4804 or visit the club’s
website at members.aol.com/
hscpool/highland.htm.
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Bill Henderson, Thailand Project;
Linda Maggio, United Way of
Westfield, and William Crandall,
Westfield Food Pantry.
In addition to giving funds, the
Rotarians are active in hands-on
efforts. Each October, the Rotary
Club of Westfield collects bicycles,
removes the pedals and stacks them
in containers to be sent to developing nations as transportation for
needy people.
Rotarians also load furniture into
trucks for fire victims through Furniture Assist, Inc., help at the soup
kitchens for the Elizabeth Coalition
to House the Homeless and attend
Project Graduation for graduating
high school seniors. Additionally,
many Rotarians serve on the board of
directors of other charities, such as
the Red Cross, United Way, New Jersey Workshop for the Arts, the Reeve
House and the Westfield Area “Y.”
Rotarians are local business and
professional men and women who
wish to give back to the community.
The 33,000 Rotary clubs in 170
countries worldwide are part of
Rotary International, the major
project of which for the past 25
years has been to eradicate polio.
The Rotary Club of Westfield
meets every Tuesday for lunch from
12:15 to 1:30 p.m. at the Westfield
Area “Y,” located at 220 Clark Street
in Westfield. Guests are always welcome. For more information, visit
westfieldrotary.com.

MORTGAGE CONSUMER ADVISORY

HOTLINE
24 Hour FREE Automated Consumer
Audio Reports
877-957-3726
Code 103 - Can I still get 100% Financing?
Code 104 - How do I qualify for mortgage if I don’t show enough
income
Code 105 - The secret to a low fixed interest rate
(even with bad credit)
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An Invocation That Fulfills
Two Standing Obligations
By THE REV. ANDREW C.
HAMERSLEY

I recently had the honor of being
asked to give the invocation at the
41st annual Westfield Athletic Boosters Association Award Dinner held at
The Westwood. It seemed like a really nice event and I was happy to
support the organization and appear
as if I belonged, even for a few moments, at the head table. (I sat next to
the mayor and other VIPs for the few
minutes before I did my duty.)
Clergy will tell you that we get
called into these kinds of situations
from time to time, due to what may be
the vestiges of the status clergy once
held in a community. The prospect of
succeeding in such a role can be tricky,
however.
First, I have at least a couple of very
real obligations. My first obligation
is to my family and, in this case, to my
son, who is a classmate to many of
those in attendance. With him in mind,
I am very clear that I am under a strict,
if unspoken, obligation not to appear
as an idiot in any way! (Since our
children were little, the clergy thing
has had to be treated with real care.)
At the same time, I have an obligation
to my parish, which is to comport
myself as a reasonably coherent religious leader who reflects well upon
the congregation I serve.
Sometimes there is a tension between obligation 1 and obligation 2!
So, I gave a little introduction before
my prayer. (This is very dangerous,
according to the requirements of obligation 1, because of the obvious lack
of judgment parents have regarding
what is and is not cool according to
people of their children’s age, at least
according to their children.)
I thought I would share an anecdote
from my own athletic career. (See the
kid appall-o-meter edge perilously

close to red!) I told about how it had
been an embarrassingly long time since
I had attended an athletic banquet, but
as a former student athlete in three
high school sports, I had seen my
share. Some were about triumph and
others capped what used to be called
“character-building seasons.”
I recalled with clarity how our basketball coach began his comments at
our senior award ceremony, describing our team by saying, “Well, we
were short, but we were slow!” With
that trauma in mind, I allowed as how
it might be a good time to call upon
God in prayer, skating, I thought,
with fine-tuned skill right up to the
edge of overstepping the bounds of
obligation 1, while preparing to satisfy those of obligation 2. See, I am a
trained religious professional!
The prayer was okay, I hope. It was
short. All Episcopal priests pray short
prayers. It is because we are not
schooled in extemporaneous displays
but are more grounded in the tradition of the Book of Common Prayer.
I think the prayer commended the
Booster Association and the athletes
and their families, coaches and trainers. I think it mentioned something
about the joy of victory and the lessons learned through defeat. It was
one of those funny prayers we offer in
interfaith settings, where we leave
out the specifics of the One to whom
we are praying, but that goes with the
turf. One is never really sure what
those who seek invocations expect, if
anything, but one tries to do one’s
best for both God and family.
Now just remind me to hide The
Leader when it arrives at home on
Thursday!
*******
The Reverend Hamersley serves as
rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
414 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Hetfield ‘Tea and Strings’
Attracts Over 100 Guests
MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
Mountainside Historic Preservation
Committee has revealed that its “Tea
and Strings Open House,” held on
May 18 at the historic Hetfield House,
proved to be a highly successful event.
More than 100 visitors enjoyed the
afternoon festivities.
A variety of baked goods accompanied the tea service, during which
the Westfield Volunteer String Ensemble provided background music. Located on Constitution Plaza,
the Hetfield House is adjacent to
the Mountainside Public Library.
A raffle drawing was held at 2 p.m.
that day. The winners included Tom
and Judy Boniello, with the first prize
of $500; Robert Winchurch, with the
second prize of $300, which he donated to a community food bank; Mrs.
Paul Zavodny, with the third prize of
$100, and Diane McCurdy, with the
fourth prize of $100.
Tables in the middle section of the
house held food and the tea service,
while members of the committee
conducted tours of the building for
guests. The committee reported that
this was one of the most attended
events of the year, and that it is being
planned as an annual event.
Members of the Mountainside Historic Preservation Committee respon-

sible for making this event possible
included Ruth Goense, Alice Cowell,
Diane Ruggiero, Carol Goggi, Carol
Clark, Lenore Toner, Sharon Green
and Maureen Giannone. This year
marks the Hetfield House’s 248th anniversary.

Class to Be Offered
On ‘Food and Mood’
WESTFIELD – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
present “Food and Mood” on Wednesday, June 11, from 7 to 9 p.m. in the
county’s Venieri Building, located at
300 North Avenue, East, in Westfield.
Karen Ensle, a registered dietician
and health educator who heads the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County, will lead the program.
She will explain the latest research on
the relationship between food intake
and how it affects attitude and mood.
The class will offer guidelines to
help improve eating habits and relieve stress through good nutrition,
and will include a discussion of how
the nervous system is affected by the
food choices individuals make.
Registration is required. To register, call the extension offices at (908)
654-9854. A fee of $5 per person will
be collected at the door.
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Christina Woods Achieves
Girl Scout Gold Award

READY TO RIDE…Henry Espinoza of Scotch Plains, pictured above, will bike
to Canada starting on Sunday, June 29, to raise awareness and funds for multiple
sclerosis. His niece, Christine Smothers, who has the disease, will bike ride there
as well. Anyone interested in making a donation may make a check payable to:
The McDougall Research and Education Foundation and mail it to Henry
Espinoza, 2157 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076. For more information,
visit drmcdougall.com or milesforms.com.

AIDS Awareness to Be Focus
Of Prayer Service and Talk
along with an expansion in the
foundation’s range of services.
Following Dr. Zealand’s presentation, there will be time for informal
discussion, and refreshments will be
served.

WESTFIELD AREA – An AIDS
Awareness prayer service and talk,
sponsored by the St. Helen’s and Holy
Trinity AIDS Compassion Group of
Westfield, will be held on Tuesday,
June 17, at 7:30 p.m. It will take place
in Memorial Hall of St. Teresa of
Avila Church, located at 306 Morris
Avenue in Summit.
All are welcome to attend this event,
which will offer an opportunity to
commemorate loved ones lost to AIDS
and to learn what can be done to help
local families facing the challenges
of this disease.
The Reverend Monsignor Robert
Harahan, pastor of St. Teresa of Avila
Church, will preside at this program,
with a talk to be given by Dr. Terrence
Zealand. Dr. Zealand is the founder
of the Newark-based AIDS Resource
Foundation for Children.
After a brief prayer service, Dr.
Zealand will discuss his foundation,
which, together with St. Clare’s Social
Services team, cares for more than
950 medically fragile babies, many of
them orphans. The foundation and St.
Clare’s team also run multiple programs throughout the area for over
2,000 HIV-positive children and adults,
as well as for their families.
Dr. Zealand and his wife, Faye
Zealand, founded their organization
in 1985, and within two years opened
the first home for children with AIDS
in the country – St. Clare’s Home for
Children in Elizabeth. The success of
this project prompted the opening of
two more such homes in New Jersey,

Service League Reveals
End-of-Year Shop Sales
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Service League (WSL) will hold its annual end-of-year sales on Saturday,
June 14, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at its
thrift and consignment shops. Both
are located at 114 Elmer Street in
Westfield. A non-profit organization,
the league donates proceeds from
sales at the shops to local charities.
“Bag Day” will be featured at the
first floor thrift shop, when customers will be able to buy a grocery size
bag for $5 and fill it to the brim with
items from throughout the store. There
will be no limit on the amount of bags
one can purchase.
The consignment shop, located on
the second floor, will hold its annual
“Dollar Day” sale. All items for sale
will be priced at $1. Following these
sales, both shops will close for the
summer and will reopen after Labor
Day on Tuesday, September 2.
Normal shop hours are 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. from Tuesday through Saturday.
This year, the WSL is celebrating its
75th year of serving the community.
For further information, call the thrift
shop at (908) 233-2530 or the consignment shop at (908) 232-1223.



Long-Term Care and Estate Planning 101
A Comprehensive Overview of Services

Last Wills and Testaments | Powers of Attorney | Living Wills | Home Care | Assisted Living
Nursing Homes | Costs of Care | Payer Sources | Evaluating Your Needs

A WARM WELCOME…The Woman’s Club of Westfield installed new
member Madeline Roeber, right, during a general meeting that was held on
May 12 at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield. Pictured with her are Woman’s
Club of Westfield First Vice President Marion Mogensen, left, and Club
President Dolores Geisow.
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Westfield Memorial Library
550 East Broad Street
Thursday, June 12th at 7PM
Please call for more information or to reserve your seat: 908-709-1999
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Nicholas A. Giuditta, III

Presents

SCOTCH PLAINS – Christina thanks to Young’s Paint and Varnish
Woods, a member of Girl Scout Co. for donating paint and supplies,
Troop 561, recently completed her as well as to members of Girl Scout
Gold Award project. The Gold Award Troop 561, friends, family and memis the highest award that a Girl Scout bers of the First Congregational
Church who voluncan attain. She was
teered 131 hours in
among the honorees
addition to Christina’s
at an awards cer70 hours.
emony that was held
Christina entered
May 27 at the
Girl Scouts in the first
Fanwood Presbytegrade. She is now a serian Church.
nior at Scotch PlainsAn active member
Fanwood High School,
of the First Congregawhere she is a member
tional Church in
of the Italian Honor
Westfield, Christina
Society, the Italian
designed a service
Club and the junior varproject that would fill
sity tennis team.
a long-term need of the
Additionally, she is
church – the cleanup
an active member of
and refurbishment of
Christina Woods
the youth group at the
the church’s library
First Congregational Church, where
and resource center.
Christina’s project entailed reorga- she is a Sunday school teaching assisnizing all the library’s books, videos tant, youth advisor for the board of
and resource materials, repainting the deacons and a camp counselor for the
table, chairs and walls of the library, summer Bible camp, as well as voldeveloping a color-coded system to unteering at Camp Sunshine (a camp
organize the different categories of for children with life-threatening illbooks and cataloging the books to nesses) for the past two summers.
Christina will attend Moravian Colfacilitate future use by the church.
She also designed a program in lege in the fall. She is the daughter of
which members of the church could Alida and Bill Woods of Scotch Plains.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl
donate books to commemorate a special day or person in their life. Since Scout community serves more than
her project’s completion, a Wellness 900 girl members from kindergarten
Resource Center and a special prayer through 12th grade. It is part of the
space have been set up in the library. Girl Scouts of Washington Rock
Christina’s mentor for her Gold Council, which soon will join with
Award Project was the Reverend Joy surrounding councils to become the
Mounts. In addition to Reverend Girl Scouts of the Heart of New
Mounts, Christina extended special Jersey Council.
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Jerome Linder, Active In Synagogue;
Dedicated Family Man and Scientist
Jerome Linder, beloved husband,
father and grandfather, died on Thursday, May 22, at his home.
Born in the Bronx, N.Y., he also
had lived in Queens and Niagara Falls,
N.Y., finally residing in Westfield for
42 years. He graduated from City
College of New York and received his
Master of Science degree from Brooklyn College.
Jerome served during World War II
as an army radio operator, later turning this into a hobby as an avid ham
radio operator.
He was a scientist at Sandoz Pharmaceuticals, Exxon, Hooker Chemical and Endo Pharmaceuticals, earning over 100 United States and foreign patents for chemical research

and development.
An active member of Temple
Emanu-El of Westfield, Jerome was
president of the Men’s Club there and
a member of the temple’s board of
trustees and the Renaissance Group.
He also was active in B’nai B’rith.
Surviving are his loving wife, Violet; his children, Deborah Linder,
Martin Linder and Colleen Irwin,
Stewart and Judith Linder, and four
grandchildren, Jesse, Micaela, Emily
and Jessica.
The funeral was held on Sunday,
May 25, at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield.
Arrangements were by Menorah
Chapels at Millburn in Union.
June 5, 2008

Elsie L. ‘Brownie’ Greeley, Enjoyed
Outdoors and Won Golf Tourneys
Elsie Louise “Brownie” Greeley
(née Brown) of Westfield died on
Tuesday, May 27, at her residence.
Born in Spangler, Pa., she lived in
Westfield for 54 years.
Mrs. Greeley graduated from Penn
State University in 1946 with a degree in medical technology. She met
her husband, Dr. Joseph P. Greeley,
while working at Mercer Hospital in
Trenton.
As a child, she had a passion for
outdoor activities such as hunting
and fishing, which continued
throughout her life. She began to
take up golf at Penn State and won
several golf tournaments at Suburban Golf Club in Union.
Mrs. Greeley also was a member
of the Women’s Bowling League and
was an avid Penn State Football and

Mets fan.
She was known as “Mrs. Brownie”
to the neighborhood children, who
she adored.
Mrs. Greeley was predeceased by
her husband of 50 years, the late Dr.
Joseph P. Greeley, and her surrogate
sister, the late Helen Elliott.
Surviving are her two sons, Joseph P. Greeley, Jr. and Lawrence
Greeley.
A funeral service was held on Saturday, May 31, at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield. Interment followed at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Higgins and Bonner
Echo Lake Funeral Home, 582
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.
June 5, 2008

William P. Duthie, Devoted Parishioner;
Was Roseland Insurance Executive
William P. Duthie of Upper
Montclair died on Thursday, May 29.
Mr. Duthie was born on Staten Island, N.Y. and lived in New York City
and Essex County before settling in
Upper Montclair 45 years ago.
After serving in the Korean War, he
was a fieldman for Maryland Casualty Company, where he received the
prestigious “Fieldman of the Year”
award for two consecutive years.
Since 1965, he was a partner with
De Coster-Wilson-Duthie Agency,
Inc. in Roseland, of which he became
president and Chief Executive Officer in 1978. He was chairman of the
membership committee of the Independent Insurance Agents Association of Essex County.
Mr. Duthie attended Mass daily.
He was the husband of the late
Marilyn D.; father of Mary A.
Diebold (and her husband Gregory),

Robert F. (and his wife Nancy),
Suzanne M. Higgins (and her husband John), Margaret E. Molnar (and
her husband James), Rich (and his
wife Pam), John W. (and his wife
Lisa) and the late William P., Jr.;
brother of Edmund H. and grandfather of Gregory Jr., Brian, Jeffrey,
Susie, Billy, Sean, Meghan, Ryan
and Chris.
A Funeral Mass was offered on
Monday, June 2, at the Immaculate
Conception Roman Catholic Church
of Montclair. Interment took place at
Immaculate Conception Cemetery in
Upper Montclair.
Arrangements were by the Farmer
Funeral Home in Roseland.
Bill requested that you remember
him in your prayers. In lieu of flowers, Masses in his memory would be
appreciated.
June 5, 2008

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100
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Clara Bell White, 71, SPFHS Alumna;
Was Project Management Consultant

– Obituaries –
Biagio Ciraolo, 90, Owned Barbershop;
Was Local Sportsman and Top Pitcher
Biagio J. Ciraolo, 90, of Westfield James Laurence; two great-grandpassed away on Tuesday, May 27.
sons, David Michael II and Gabriel
Born in Stambaugh, Mich. in 1918, Argent, and a great-granddaughter,
he was predeceased by his
Grace Alexandra. He also
wife of 62 years, Cornelia
is survived by his brother,
Lena (née Monaco).
Luciano.
Mr. and Mrs. Ciraolo
A mass was celebrated
were married in the Holy
on Friday, May 30, at the
Trinity Roman Catholic
Holy Trinity Church. InChurch in Westfield in 1941
terment followed at
and lived in Westfield most
Fairview Cemetery in
of their lives.
Westfield. A “Celebration
Retired from the
of Life” gathering was held
Westfield Nursing Home,
at Snuffy’s Pantagis ReMr. Ciraolo also had Biagio J. Ciraolo naissance in Scotch Plains
owned and operated
that evening.
Joseph’s Barber Shop on
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Cumberland Street in Westfield.
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield AvAn avid sportsman, he especially enue in Westfield.
loved baseball and, as a top pitcher,
The family has requested that inparticipated in Union County Se- terested individuals make donations
nior Softball well into his 80s.
to the Westfield Rescue Squad, 335
Surviving are his daughter, Watterson Street, Westfield, N.J.
Loretta C. Wilson; three grandsons, 07090, in Mr. Ciraolo’s memory.
June 5, 2008
David Michael, Donald Stephen and

Nina L. Curren, 84, Bingo Enthusiast;
Member of Order of the Eastern Star
Nina Lou (Walker) Curren, 84, of
Braintree, Mass. passed away on
Friday, May 30, at the Martin Memorial Hospital in Stuart, Fla.
Born June 9, 1924 in Decatur, Ill.,
she was the daughter of the late
Cecil and Rita (Taylor) Walker.
Nina, along with her husband, Allen,
who died in June of 1988, spent the
majority of her life in Braintree and
raised her family there.
She and Allen retired to Port
Richey, Fla. in 1986, and she most
recently resided in Port St. Lucie,
Fla.
Nina was an active member of the
Order of the Eastern Star for many
years. She also was an avid Bingo
player.
She was predeceased by her
brother, William, and her sister,
Helen.
Surviving are her children, Steven
Curren and his wife, Janet, of Port
St. Lucie, Fla., Jeffrey Curren and
his wife, Lois, of Port Richey, Fla.,
Nancy Vance and her husband,
David, of Cary, N.C., Douglas

Curren and his wife, Twila, of Coral
Springs, Fla. and Pamela Curren of
Scituate, Mass. She also is survived
by her sister, Celia Walker Stone,
and her husband, George, of Norfolk, Va. She additionally leaves
behind 11 grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren, as well as
many nieces and nephews and greatnieces and great-nephews.
A funeral service was held yesterday, Wednesday, June 4, at the
Mortimer N. Peck-Russell Peck Funeral Home in Braintree. The Reverend Richard Hotchkin, pastor of
the First Congregational Church of
Braintree, officiated. Burial will be
at 2 p.m. tomorrow, Friday, June 6,
at the Blue Hill Cemetery in
Braintree.
Memorial donations in Mrs.
Curren’s memory may be sent to
the Order of the Eastern Star Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 317, Macon,
Ill. 62544.

Rosemary DiBattista
Rosemary (Morrow) DiBattista, 76,
of Scotch Plains died on Thursday,
May 29, at Haven Hospice at JFK
Medical Center in Edison.
Born on Staten Island, N.Y., she
lived in Scotch Plains for 44 years.
A graduate of Midwood High
School at the age of 16, she had
worked as a secretary for Citibank for
15 years and then for Muhlenberg
Hospital in Plainfield for 30 years.
Mrs. DiBattista was a member of
the Metuchen Country Club.
Her husband, Egidio James
DiBattista, predeceased her in 2000.
Surviving are a daughter, Judith
Nelson, and a sister, Jennie Morrow.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, June 2, at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Entombment followed at St. Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Dooley Funeral Home,
218 North Avenue, West, in Cranford.

Grace F. (Johnson) Silvestrini, 67,
of Mountainside died on Wednesday, May 28, at Beth Israel Medical
Center in Newark.
Born in Newark, she had lived in
Cranford for 23 years before moving
to Mountainside 17 years ago.
A legal secretary, she had worked
for Robert Kopnicki in Mountainside
and for Judge James Bell in Cranford.
Mrs. Silvestrini was a volunteer
with the Sharing Network and a communicant of the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside.
Surviving are her husband, Robert
Silvestrini; two daughters, Elaine
Bell and Linda Hickson; a son, Robert Silvestrini, and two grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, May 31, at the
Our Lady of Lourdes Church. Interment took place at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Dooley Funeral Home,
218 North Avenue, West, in Cranford.
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Grace F. Silvestrini, 67

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

Gray Funeral Homes
Since 1897

SERVICE LEARNING…In April, 15 high school juniors and seniors from
Mount Saint Mary Academy arrived at Crossroads School in Westfield to
complete a Service Learning Project. Students attended a presentation on autism,
then spent the morning shadowing teachers, therapists and paraprofessionals.
After a question-and-answer session at lunch, each student was given the opportunity to implement a literacy lesson in the classroom. Pictured above with the
students is Judith White, Crossroads School supervisor of instruction, who
organizes this event every year.

Clara Louise Bell White, 71, of
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada peacefully
passed away on Wednesday, May
28, surrounded by her family at the
Hospice at May Court in Ottawa.
Born in Chestnut Hill, Pa., she lived
in Scotch Plains from 1941 to 1956.
Mrs. White was a graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
and attended Randolph Macon
Woman’s College in Lynchburg, Va.
for three years. She was a graduate
of Glendon College, York University in Toronto and had been employed as a project management consultant before retiring.
She was a member and past president of the Ottawa Women’s Network
and a member of the Nepean Nomads
Walking Group, IVF, in Ottawa.
Growing up in Scotch Plains, she
belonged to the Brownies and the
Girl Scouts and was a member of the
Rainbow Girls in Westfield.
She was predeceased by her parents, James and Kathryne Bell, who
resided in Scotch Plains from 1941
until James’ death in 2001.
Surviving are her children, Mark
(Veronica), Sharon, Julie and Allison,
and two sisters, Eleanor Ruth Bell
Monks and Carol Lynne Jeunelot.
She was Mama Louise to her grandchildren, Brett and Brittney Sullivan
and Adam, Cory, Cameron and
Katelyn White.
Funeral services were held on
Monday, June 2, at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. Interment followed at Hillside Cemetery in Rosalyn, Pa.

Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325
(908)-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707
(908)-276-0092

Charles J. Tombs
NJ Lic. Number 4006
Director
www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Joyce Levine, 78
Joyce Levine (née Solomon), 78,
of Westfield died on Sunday, May 25,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in New York City, she had
resided in Bethlehem, Pa. before
moving to Westfield more than 40
years ago.
Mrs. Levine was a homemaker.
She was a graduate of the Toby
Coburn School of Design in New
York City.
Surviving are her husband, Edward
Levine; three daughters, Carol Levine
and her husband, Todd Horowitz, of
Martinsville, Joan DeFeis of Massachusetts and Nancy Levine of Pennsylvania, and two grandchildren, Scott
and Luke.
Services were held on Wednesday,
May 28, at Menorah Chapels at
Millburn in Union. Interment followed
at Cedar Park Cemetery in Paramus.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Westfield Rescue Squad,
335 Watterson Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090.
June 5, 2008

Wife Needs Therapy to Help
Cope With Childhood Trauma
By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service
A Troubled Husband Writes: My
wife, at age five, saw her sister, age
seven, drown while she helplessly
looked on. “Linda” (disguised name)
did not learn how to swim, but saw her
uncle make a futile attempt to save his
niece. Linda is 27 and has always been
uncomfortable near beaches and lakes.
Recently, after seeing a movie involving a drowning, she has begun to
have nightmares and cries a lot. I am
encouraging her to see a therapist
and, finally, resolve these emotionally traumatic reactions, but she is
fearful. She feels that uncovering her
guilt will lead to constant crying and
an inability to function. What can I do
to make her feel more comfortable
and accept therapy?
Answer: Linda has been carrying a
tremendous amount of guilt throughout the years. Self-blame and survivor’s
guilt is an emotionally heavy load, and,
an unnecessary one. She had nothing to
do with her sister’s drowning and was
totally unable to help her. In fact, another relative made a futile attempt.
Please tell her to see a therapist,
again. Will she be upset and cry? Yes,
she will cry a lot as she finally faces
the feelings of guilt and hopelessness
with which she has lived all her life.
But this is the means to the end.
Hopefully, she will become more accepting of her behavior during that
dreadful day, and will no longer need
to feel responsible for the death of her
sister. In a way, a part of Linda died
many years ago, when her sister died;
it is time for her to forgive herself and
feel happiness; she deserves it!
A Confused Husband Writes: Which
comes first, a husband or a dog? My
wife and I have two dogs and two cats.
Most of the time they sleep in our
room, sometimes the dogs end up in
our bed. My wife loves it; I hate it.
Usually, we put the animals in kennels
when we go away for our summer
vacation. Now she wants to drive up to
Cape Cod with the animals.
Whenever I mention that I would
like her to become pregnant, she says,
“What for? Our pets bring us such joy
and provide unqualified love.” She is
talking about herself, because I certainly don’t feel that way. I’m ready
to tell her to get rid of the animals or
I will leave. I hate to add that animals
in a bedroom are not conducive to a
couple’s happy sexual and physical
relationship. Am I being too harsh?
Answer: I don’t know how long
you have been married, but a resolution to the situation is long overdue.
Obviously, re your first question, you
feel the animals come first and re-

ow Offering the New
Willow View Mausoleum,
A Unique Concept in
Memorial Properties.

B

eauty, Dignity & Peace
Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums
Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

Fairview Cemetery
Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ
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HUNG UP!!

N
Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.
Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the
personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or
cremation.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be sent to the Hospice at May Court,
114 Cameron Avenue, Ottawa,
Ontario, K1SOX1 or to the Sarcoma
Research Fund, in care of The Ottawa Regional Cancer Centre Foundation, 704-265 Carling Avenue,
Ottawa, Ontario, KIS929.
For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

908-232-0781

main ever present in your marriage.
It’s time to step up to the plate and let
your wife know exactly how you feel.
Your upset and angry feelings focus
on your wife’s total inclusion of the
animals in your daily life. And intimacy in the bedroom suffers, too.
Sit down with your wife and share
your feelings. Talk about the intrusion
of the four animals, the issue of having
children, the lack of intimacy in the
bedroom; take a stand about vacations
and your feeling that you do not want
to include the dogs and cats.
If this conversation does not end
well, suggest that you both see a
marriage counselor, who may clarify
that the problem is deeper than the
pets. Be sure to become proactive, or
you will end up saying, “Dog-gone it,
why did I wait so long?”
A Young, Confused Man Writes: I
am 23 years old, and I have been
seeing “Cindy” (disguised name) for
two years. She is 20 years old, and a
very angry person. She criticizes most
people and, although she acts loving to
me most of the time, she can get very
angry and verbally abuse me, even in
front of others. She doesn’t seem to
hear me when I tell her to stop. How
long should I stay with this situation?
Answer: You have stayed too long.
Cindy has an anger management problem. I don’t know whether it relates to
her family background, drugs, etc.
The positive options to take: (1) tell
her she needs to see a therapist now to
resolve the anger issue; (2) You may
want to take a break from seeing her,
for several months, until she receives
help; (3) If you want to retain a feeling of self-respect, do not let her
verbally abuse you, ever!

Newcomers Announce
‘Ladies Dinner Out’
WESTFIELD – The Newcomers
Club of Westfield invites new members to join the group at its Ladies
Dinner Out on Thursday, June 12, at
7:30 p.m. at Il Gabbiano, located at
10 South Avenue in Cranford.
Participants will have an opportunity to meet new friends while experiencing a relaxing evening out at a
local restaurant. Interested persons
are asked to respond by calling Gin at
(908) 789-3229 by Tuesday, June 10.
Founded in 1944, the Newcomers
Club is a social organization for
women over age 21 who are new to
the area or who have recently experienced a change in lifestyle. A variety
of activities is available to members
and their families.
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Honor Roll

SCOTCH PLAINS – William
Johnston, a Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) junior, recently
won the Bertie Green Junior Travel
Award from the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese.
Billy is one of 20 students nationwide to receive the travel award to
Mexico this summer, presented by the
Sociedad Honoraria Hispanica (SHH).
The purpose of the society is to
recognize students who earn high
achievement in the Spanish language
and to promote a continuing interest

Third Marking Period

9th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Jenelle Abbattista, Astrid Adriaens, Paige
Alvarez, Taylor Anderson, Mark Androconis,
Kerry Austin, Rakhee Barai, Rishi Barai, Zina
Bazarsky, Patrick Bergin, Chloe Birkenthal,
Alison Birnbaum, Adrian Bizzaro, Jane Braun,
Morgan Bungerz, Brian Cantor, Juliana
Capuano, Jillian Ceasrine, Byunghoon Chae,
Emily Chan, Ashtyn Chen, Alan Chu, Alyssa
Conte, Sarah Crawford, Tara Culnan, Rebecca
Delafuente, Wenqi Duan, Olivia Dunham,
Meghan Dunn, Sara Durst, Justin Erickson,
Casey Federbusch, Anna Fetter, Danielle
Fields, Abigail Flaherty, Emma Foley, Steven
Forgash, Alexandra Frankel, Emma Franks,
Sarah Frantz, Katherine Frega, Alec Friedlander, Alexander Garcia, Andrew Garfinkel,
Tzvetelina Garneva, Betsy Goellner, Brandon
Gold, Dana Gottdiener, Joseph Greenspan,
Rachel Gross, Cornelius Haggerty, Julia
Harbaugh, Rachel Harth, Alyssa Hatch,
Alexandra Hawkins, Evan Heroux, Evan
Hindes, Madeline Horowitz, Margaret Jacobi,
Ravi Jha, Yasemin Karamete, Daniel Kerr,
Kevin Kessler, Elizabeth Kiefer, Andrew Kirna,
Nikki Koll, Madeline Komar, Hannah Kronick,
Roman Krywulych, Hoyee Lam, Justin Lee,
Michael Levidy, Lijingzi Li, Corey Lipschutz,
James Lisooey, Zachary Lizmi, Brenna Logue,
Emily Mack, Anne Maguire, Natalie Materek,
Joshua Mazen, Katherine Mckinley, Danielle
Miller, Amanda Minken, Dominick Molinari,
Shannon Mooney, Amelia Morabito, Melissa
Morawski, Kevin Mulvey, Alexis Murphy,
Priyanka Nayer, Francine Nieva, Elisa Niva,
Kadeem Noray, Henry O’brien, David
Osterman, Emma Partridge, Katherine Ponce,
Garrett Pryor, Hannah Purdy, Christine Pyo,
Eric Rackear, Rachel Rickles, Matthew Ritter,
Laura Rogut, Allison Rose, Jessica Russo,
Rohan Saigal, Matthew Santry, Nicole
Schmeider, Jenna Sharkey, Joshua Simmons,
Stephanie Skoller, Robert Steinfeld, Caitlin
Storcks, Meghan Sullivan, Peter Surace,
Gabrielle Tanji, Matthew Tarantino, Angela
Tata, Margot Tishberg, Jamie Torcicollo,
Samantha Waldman, Connor Walters, Isabelle
Weisman, Madison Weist, Kayla Wiesinger,
Cheryl Wu, John Yingling, Timothy Younger,
Zachary Zagorski, Larry Zhang, Adam Ziering

9th Grade
Regular Honor Roll
Jessica Allen, John Allen, Victoria Aloupis,
Mackenzie Anderson, Nicholas Attanasio, Kylie
Bangs, Rachel Baron, Michael Blutfield, Marissa
Boretz, Eric Byer, Devin Cash, Caitlin Coleman,
William Cronen, Gustav Danielsson, Lauren
Darchi, Marisa DiFabio, Juliette Diaz, Elizabeth Driscoll, Colin Eldridge, Daniel Eliades,
Colin Fitzhenry, Josh Friedman, Haozhe Gao,
John Gentile, Peter Granstrand, Courtney
Gurkas, Kathryn Halliburton, Charli Herrington,
Alexander Jedruszczak, Melanie Johnson,
Catherine Johnston, Michael Jones, Tracy
Kaplan, Megan Kaveney, Abigail Kwok, Jeffrey Laforge, Martina Landeka, Meredith
Latimer, Joseph Leopold, Charlotte Lorentzen,
John Lorentzen, Christina Martinez, Cara
Martone, Mikhail Maslyuk, Diana Mason, Colleen McCabe, Carlos Mejias, Jilliana Meola,
Philip Mierswa, Charles Milrod, Madison Mone,
Kevin Morris, Morgan Murphy, Charlotte
Murtishaw, Michael Pohling, Jennifer Porch,
Alexei Riddle, William Riggs, Amber Roberson,
Valeria Rojas, Robyn Rosenzweig, Adam Ross,
Jill Salisbury, Olivia Scrofani, Emma Shor,
Shane Skibitsky, Wyatt Smith, Caroline Snizek,
Eric Solomon, Stefani Spector, Adrian
Szycowski, Rachel Tabak, Daniel Tivenan, Joseph Toresco, Ege Tuncel, Naimah Turner,
Sirena VanEpp, Samantha Weidman, Daniel
Wickens, Brian Williams, Deborah Wu

10th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Meredith Ambinder, Elise Annis, Calvin
Antoniewicz, Nicole Aronson, Caraugh Ball,
Richard Barber, Scott Bernstein, Zachary Bowman, Katie Brennan, Emily Budnick, Abigail
Burton, Michael Byrne, Samantha Cavanagh,
Amanda Centrella, Robert Ciarrocca, Kevin
Clancy, Sam Crossland, Lacy Cummings, Tyler
Cusick, Monica D’Amico, Katherine Davidson,
Elizabeth Dennerlein, Andrew Deutchman,
Brandon Dietz, Kathleen Dooley, Shannon
Doyle, Jennifer Eisenberg, Jonathan Erman,
Kathleen Esler, Caroline Fahey, Sharon Faktor,
Michael Fietkiewicz, Benjamin Fine, David
Fishman, Alex Furlong, Kevin Furlong, Shelley
Fussman, Michael Gismondi, Sarah Glickstein,
Sophie Greene, Emily Harris, Kate Heffernan,
Zachary Helfand, Connor Hewett, Kyle
Higgins, Anneliese Himmel, Valerie Hoffman,
Leslie Holt, Miles Hsu, Lauren Hughes, Ryan
Jennings, Elizabeth Kamel, Michael Kaufhold,
Michael Kelley, Anne Knisely, Daniel Krack,
Joseph Kramkowski, Ryan Krasnoo, Elaina
Kujawski, Kristin Kukis, Zachary Laporta,
Melissa Littman, Kamil Lupicki, Grace
Mackenzie, Jessica Margolies, Laura Marvin,
Mary Mckevitt, Gregory Mitchell, Sara
Mitchell, Jessica Mondon, Samuel Mumford,
Grace Mustard, Gaffney Peterson, Kristin
Peyton, Anna Powell, Megan Pulliam, Megan
Ramage, Katie Ramire, Megan Reilly, Alison
Ricardo, Jenna Rodrigues, Alicia Rogers, Amy
Roggenburg, Rebecca Romano, Amy
Rosenfeld, Michael Rosin, Michael
Ruschmann, Andrew Sauerwein, Ryan
Scrudato, Samantha Seib, Julian Seltzer, Vishal
Shah, Nikolay Shargorodsky, Dylan Simon,
Robert Sinisi, Emma Smelkinson, Meredith
Smith, Joshua Solomon, Nicole Spera, Virginia Spinelli, Julia Spiridigliozzi, Sarah Spitz,
Maxwell St Lifer, Darla Stabler, Graeme Stahl,
Molly Sternal, Claire Stevens-Haas, Jenna
Strauss, Kelly Sullivan, Jake Sussman, Sarah
Szollar, Kamal Tamboli, Scott Thien, Rosalba
Vasquez, Diana Venezia, Katherine Venezia,
Peter Waddell, Yixiao Wang, Siyu Xiao,
Caroline Yeager, Bowei Zhang

10th Grade
Regular Honor Roll
Jamie Ackerman, Allison Ammermuller,
David Athenson, Hayley Baker, David Ballan,
Leslie Bartsch, Nicole Bilica, Meghan Brody,
Sadie Burgdorf, Heather Callahan, Gabrielle
Cerami, Victoria Cheung, Danny Choo, Sara
Connery, Andrew Cordeiro, Tara Criscuolo,
Alexander Cruz, Matthew Daly, Adam Di
Battista, Michael Eilbacher, Christopher
Fantini, Melissa Ford, Meghan Freudenheim,
Rachel Friedman, Andrew Gates, Andrew
Gialanella, Emily Goodman, Brittany Graham, Emily Harris, Dylan Hirtler, Halli James,

Jill Kandigian, Hong Soo Kim, Sara Koznecki,
Stephanie Kuntz, Suzanne Lemberg, Rachael
Lobo, Dalton Mack, Olivia Magnanini, Molly
Maher, Eric Mandelblatt, Drew Margolis,
Andrew Marino, Nicholas Mcalister, Adam
Metz, Daniel Nash, Sara Nelson, Luke Nobile,
Michael Oster, Drew Pecker, Joshua Perlman,
Karina Polaskova, Beau Preston, Stephanie
Rego, Adam Reich, Melissa Riegel, Chanel
Roberson, Jessica Rodriguez, Jaraad Rogers,
Benjamin Rubin, Kevin Russell, Philip Russo,
Michal Sagal, Matthew Sanders, Drew
Schapow, Maxwell Schuster, Sean Scrudato,
Jennifer Sgalardi, Reid Smith, Lindsay
Steinbach, Janya Tagat, John Taylor, Madeline
Tiedrich, Christina Tsui, Gabriella Van Ness,
Diana Vasel, Denise Virzi, Kelsey Wilson,
Rosina Wissel, Alexa Zepka

11th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Kathryn Abruzzo, Stephanie Albright, Elizabeth Antonelli, Julian Applebaum, Michelle
Ball, Hanna Berman, Jonathan Berman, Sara
Birkenthal, Jillian Brinberg, Chelsea Bryk, Julia
Burns, Charles Cary, Alexa Cassaro, Tara
Castellone, Amanda Chang, Christine Clark,
Devin Cline, Anthony De Paolo, Sophiie
Dekoning-Teasdale, Daniel Dickstein, Jennifer
Dilzell, Amanda Garfinkel, Daryl Garfinkel,
Sophia Geskin, Kelsey Greenfield, Eric
Hagstrom, Tara Handza, Pamela Hernandez,
Michael Irving, Melinda Jimenez, Sneha
Kakileti, Ross Kettleson, Joann Khadaran,
Kathryn Kiefer, Julia Knaus, Hsiaoting Ko,
Christopher Latimer, Jenna Leopold, Alice Li,
Justin Lo, Amanda Lojo, Maria Lomaka, Amber Lutey, Catherine Maguire, Ezra Margolin,
Joseph Martoglio, Joseph Mc Grath, Charlotte
Morabito, Natalie Morrison, Daniel Morse, Anna
Morton, Shannon Murray, Taylor Murtishaw,
Dana Newman, Elaheh Nozari, Mairead
O’boyle, Robert O’rourke, Andrea Petrarca,
Ross Pohling, Thomas Purcell, David Pusar,
Ryan Ragoza, Anne Re, Casey Reimlinger,
Samantha Ritter, Daniel Russo, Abigail Ryan,
Brigid Ryan, Joshua Schwartz, Jeannette
Sharpless, Christopher Sheehan, Jacob
Shiffman, Melissa Shulman, Erieneheidi
Sidhom, Amanda Simmons, Moira Smith,
Marisa Stotter, Ellen Straus, Marguerite
Sulmont, Michael Tormey, Alexa Vendetti,
Stephanie Wang, Julia Watkins, Jennifer
Weidman, Amy Weiss, George Wharam, Bianca
Wong, Alan Workman, Julianne Yee, Joseph
Yoo, Danielle Zamarelli, Daniel Zavaro, Tara
Zierler, Steven Zilberberg

11th Grade
Regular Honor Roll
Elizabeth Albright, Paul Bai, Vlad
Bouchouev, Sally Bregman, Amy Brown, Ariel
Burns, Erin Cahill, Martha Cain, Jack Camillo,
Shelby Carlin, Matthew Catenacci, Kristina
Chabrier, Panos Chantzis, Alexander Chartrain,
James Chu, Philip Cohn, Alexis Constantine,
Nicole Cruikshank, Christopher Delafuente,
Natalie Di Francesco, Nicholas Dougert, Craig
Dyer, Eric Fahrenthold, Michael Foley, Elizabeth Fredas, Zachary Friss, Danielle Gillyard,
Natalie Golikov, Robert Granstrand, Bridget
Grogan, James Hughes, Matthew Isabella,
Gabrielle Jakub, Hyung Yoon Jang, Jennifer
Jean-Louis, Christopher Jenkins, Rachel
Kreutzer, Charles Laird, Joseph Lee, Kelsey
Lee, Diana Maliqi, Taylor Manetti, Andrew
Marra, Kathleen Masterson, Cyndil Matthew,
Nicholas Mavrogiannis, Elizabeth Mc Carthy,
Kathryn Millen, Alyson Moskowitz, Elizabeth
Odermatt, David Ortuso, Nicole Papadopoulos,
Julia Partenope, Kiran Patankar, Katherine
Payne, Alexander Powell, Edward Purcell,
Samuel Rackear, Robert Realmuto, Samuel
Reichbach, Nicole Rosenberg, Jenna Roth,
Hannah Rubin, Raisa Rubin, Nicole Scalera,
Matthew Scharpf, Vivek Sinanan, Ravi Tamboli,
Dean Thompson, Kimberly Townsend, Ross
Tucker, Alexandra Tunis, Douglas Velasco,
Nicholas Vicinio, Charisse Villa, Andrew Weiss,
Corey Wisler, Jamie Wisniewski, Timothy
Woods, Patrick Younger, Arielle Ziering

12th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Timothy Adamcik, James Adams, Jessica
Anderson, Alexandra Annis, Marlee Austin,
Samantha Avis, Erin Bange, Ben Baron, Dennis
Bartsch, Claire Bennett, Anusuya Bharadwaj,
Victoria Binko, Lauren Brachman, Jennifer
Brotman, Nina Brownstone, Caitlin Burke,
Emma Byer, Andrew Calvaruso, Jessica Campo,
Scott Camuto, Shuyi Chen, Patrick Clancy,
Catherine Cognetti, Christina Cognetti, Jordana
Confino, Raymond Connery, Marlena Cortese,
Kyle Cortley, Lauren Couture, Leigh Couture,
Emily Cozzi, Andrew Cunningham, Barbara
D’agosto, Joshua David, Alison Donohue,
Kerriann Dooley, Benjamin Dornfeld, Katherine
Douglas, Rose Driscoll, Evan Einstein, William
Eisenberg, Andrea Ellis, Michele Eniclerico,
Josefine Eriksson, Matthew Feniger, Renee
Ferio, Cornelius Fitzpatrick, Vincent Fitzpatrick,
Tara Fowler, Lauren Frankfort, Christopher
Franks, Evan Friedman, Marissa Friedman,
Matthew Gelmetti, William Geltzeiler, Matthew Gralla, Aidan Granstrand, Allison Grasso,
Rachel Gray, Britta Greene, Elizabeth Harbaugh,
Brandon Heroux, Caitlin Hewett, Benjamin
Hiller, Jonathan Holt, Alexandria Hurtt, Neil
Huskey, Christine Kandigian, Henry Kaye,
Angela Kerins, Maria Kheyman, Ji Seul Kim,
Ross Kleiman, Stephanie Korunow, Alison Lambert, Max Lazar, Eunsol-Victoria Lee, Toni Ma,
Mitchael Mahar, Benjamin Maimon, Daniel
Markowski, Rebecca Mcnulty, Pratik Mehta,
Michael Melillo, Christopher Miller, Kimberly
Morawski, Marissa Mumford, Haley Mustard,
Ellen O’Brien, Gregory O’Brien, Gabrielle
O’Leary, Aditi Parekh, Andrew Patel-Schneider,
Alexandra Pecora, Maya Pincus, Stephanie
Pinheiro, Ioanna Protogiannis, Carolyn Raphael,
Michael Rediker, Josephine Reinhardt, Crista
Ricci, Kimberly Ripperger, Katherine Roberts,
Stephanie Rowe, Kirk Sabnani, Robert Scaliti,
Tessa Schaaf, Erin Scialabba, Daniel Selert,
Danielle Sgalardi, Roshni Shah, Kevin
Shallcross, Jordan Sharif, Deborah Siegel, Anna
Smith, Vincent Spinelli, Rachel St Lifer, Casey
Steinberg, Alannah Suchomel, Jacqueline Sull,
Kelli Sullivan, Liane Sullivan, Anthony Szwarc,
Danielle Tepper, Lindsay Tishberg, Christine
Tolias, Lauren Vidal, Melissa Virzi, Paul
Waksman, Daniela Weiner, Lauren Weiner,
Hannah Weisman, Kristian Wendel, Domenick
Wissel, Trevor Yee

Courtesy of Arthur Jones

KEEPING UP WITH THE JONESES...Former Westfield resident Arthur Jones
left for the military in 1943, and recently finished his high school education at age
82. A billboard in Georgia promotes the school Mr. Jones attended. He is pictured
third from left, above.

Former WF Resident,
WWII Vet Graduates at 82
Back then, Mr. Jones and his two
siblings lived with their aunt and uncle
WESTFIELD — When Arthur on Central Avenue after his father
Jones left the Westfield Public School passed away. He recalls shopping at
system in 1943 to serve in the United the A&P supermarket around the corStates Navy and Army during World ner and attending the Rialto movie
War II, he did not think he would ever theater when Gone With The Wind
complete his education. But a few was the major feature playing.
weeks ago, Mr. Jones, now 82, donned
At that time, Mr. Jones’ brother and
a cap and gown to accept his General uncle were both serving in the miliEducation Diploma (GED) at Albany tary, and Mr. Jones wished to follow
Technical College
in their footsteps.
in Albany, Ga.,
He would not
where he now reset foot into ansides.
other classroom
Mr. Jones was
until 62 years later
inspired to begin
at Albany Techniworking toward
cal College.
his GED in 2005
Mr. Jones said
by Ida, his wife of
he struggled with
11 years.
some of the aca“She was a didemics and sought
alysis technician
the help of a tutor.
and wanted to be“It’s a lot of
come a nurse, but
work,” he said.
couldn’t without a
“Sometimes you
high school didon’t feel there are
ploma,” he said.
enough hours in
So, Mr. Jones
the day.”
suggested they
When his hard
both go back to
work paid off, and
school.
it was time to walk
Arthur Jones
“Our first batacross the stage to
tery of tests, English and reading and accept his diploma, Mr. Jones said it
all that, we took them together and was hard to keep from grinning durboth passed,” he said. “Next, we were ing the standing ovation he received.
going to do math, and I really needed
A local TV station interviewed him
her help because she knew more about upon graduation, and his picture, aside
math than I did.”
three other students, is now on a billUnfortunately, in July 2006, Mrs. board advertisement for the school’s
Jones passed away suddenly due to a GED program.
brain aneurysm.
Mr. Jones said the highlight of his
Mr. Jones was initially unsure if he experience is knowing the publicity he
would be able to continue his educa- has received might encourage others to
tion without her by his side, but in continue their education.
September, he went back to class.
“I really felt good,” he said. “Any“I felt like that was our plan, and I one who hasn’t finished school should
owed it to her – and to myself, my go, and can go.”
children, my grandchildren and greatMr. Jones said he has framed his
grandchild – to finish,” Mr. Jones diploma, but has not hung it up yet.
said.
He enjoys building computers and
He added he had always found has already enrolled in a computerschool difficult, including his days at information program that can lead to
‘Roosevelt Junior High’ in the 1930s, a college degree.
where he played football for the blue
He has additionally written a geneand gold.
alogy book about his family and has
“I was a slow learner, and teachers begun work on his autobiography.
would tell me to stay after school for
“I never thought I would get this
help,” Mr. Jones said. “Maybe grow- far,” he said. “I’ve come so far, but
ing up today, you would call it a I’m not finished yet.”
student with learning disabilities.”
By CHRISTIE STORMS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield Resident Dovidio
Wins Chess Tournament
WESTFIELD – Thomas Dovidio,
of Westfield, a junior at The Craig
Upper School in Lincoln Park, won
the third-annual Gramon School Invitational Chess Tournament. He won
two-out-of-three games against
Jamere Williams, a sophomore at The
Gramon School, which is located in
Fairfield.
Thomas was previously undefeated
in the tournament, winning six consecutive matches.
“The championship playoff games
were exciting and closely fought,”
Walt Grossman, a math teacher at
Gramon and the founder and organizer of the tournament, said.
Six schools, with five players and
one alternate each, competed in the
tournament. The Craig School took

second place in the team standings
with Chapel Hill school in Lincoln
Park winning first place team honors.
The Craig School has competed in
the Gramon tournament for the past
three years. Peter Chin, Craig School
chess team coach, said “We have gone
from fifth to third to second in the
team play and this is the first year one
of our players has placed in the final
four in the individual tournament.”
The participating schools, like
Gramon, are all schools for students
with learning disabilities.
“This is a wonderful opportunity
for these students to excel,” Mr.
Grossman said. “The players are getting better each year and the matches
are lasting longer.”

12th Grade
Regular Honor Roll
Stephen Aswad, Amanda Barone, Jeremy
Bender, Danielle Bercovicz, Brendan
Berkowitz, Matthew Blutfield, Kristen Boersig,
Christopher Chin, Samantha Chu, Craig
Cognetti, Stephanie Cortinhal, Stefanie Crosta,
Erica Crowley, Ian Devaney, Evan Eisenberg,
Benjamin Flast, Andre Foltz-Morrison, Jamie
Freeman, Ashley Freudenheim, Alexander
Fruchtman, Emily Fusco, Olympia Gaglioti,
Anthony Galindo, Rachel Ganz, Paige Geraghty,
Brian Gibbons, Matthew Green, Diane
Hagmann, Thomas Hogaboom, Melanie Jackson, Samuel Johnson, Jaclyn Kirna, Kristen
Koepfler, Robert La Forge, John Levidy, Allison
Macdonald, Arielle Magnanini, Pamela Marks,
Catherine Marvin, Gillian Mcgovern, Holly
Messina, Emanuel Mills, Ariel Mone, Gregory
Nelson, Jennifer Nemeth, Michael Nika, Kate
O’connor, Roberto Olivares, Corrine Parkinson,
Stephanie Quinton, Andrew Realmuto, Mark
Reimlinger, Bena Reiter, Jorie Richlinzack, Sari
Schwartz, Timothy Smith, Maximillian Suri,
Joseph Vall-Llobera, Angela Valles, Brittany
Vansickle, Bethany Verdone, Arielle Wegbreit,
Hannah Wharam, Cathryn Winchester, Matthew Wolski, Kirsten Woodfield, Tianyou Xu,
Michelle Zaffuto, Xinyi Zhang
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SPFHS Junior Receives
Travel Award to Mexico

Westfield High School

WESTFIELD – Westfield High School
Interim Principal Dennis Fyffe announced
the third marking period honor roll for the
2007-2008 school year.
Westfield High School recognizes student achievement every marking period
at two levels -- Honor Roll and Distinguished Honor Roll.
For the classes of 2006 and 2007, a
student must attain all A’s in academic
subjects and no grade below a B in any
non-academic subject for inclusion on
the Distinguished Honor Roll or a grade
of A or B on all subjects, academic or nonacademic, for inclusion on the honor roll.
Beginning with the class of 2008, determination of inclusion on the honor roll
will be based on the following criteria:
For the Distinguished Honor Roll, the
GPA must be between 3.75 and 4.0 with
no grade lower than a B. For the Honor
Roll, the GPA must be between 3.5 and
3.74 with no grade lower than a B.

Thursday, June 5, 2008

Christopher Academy
Embraces Earth Day
WESTFIELD – In honor of Earth
Day, the Christopher Academy Parent Association Community Service
Committee coordinated a studentdriven craft for long-term patients at
the Children’s Specialized Hospital
in Mountainside.
Christopher Academy students at
the Westfield and Scotch Plains campuses participated in this Earth Day
project and made multi-colored flowers out of recycled egg cartons and
created colorful vases out of recycled
water bottles. Students, ranging from
ages three to seven, decorated each
craft in the classroom at the end of
April to commensurate with Earth
Day on April 22.
On May 7, parents of the community service committee delivered the
child-decorated vases and flowers to
the residents at the Children’s Specialized Hospital, where these colorful crafts are making the rooms of the
children brighter and homier. The
parent volunteers also participated in
a Music Therapy class with the residents and recreational therapists at
the hospital.

in Hispanic studies.
In order to be considered, Billy had
to be a junior, a member in good
standing of the SHH, tape an interview with his current Spanish teacher,
Daniela Davidzon, and submit an essay in Spanish.
The winners will travel to Mexico
with four members of the SHH Executive Council. Their itinerary will
include a guided sightseeing tour of
Mexico City, a visit to the National
Museum of Anthropology, a visit to
the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe
and a guided sightseeing tour of
Guadalajara, to name just a few places.
This is the first time SPFHS has
had a winner of this award.
Billy is the son of Maureen and
William Johnston of Scotch Plains.

Union Catholic Students
To Represent NJ
SCOTCH PLAINS – Union
Catholic High School in Scotch Plains
announced students Christopher
Brown, Kevin Mukalel and Connor
Dick have been chosen to represent
New Jersey at the American Legion
Boys Nation in Washington, D.C.
This program provides an
introduction to the structure and
function of the federal government
for young leaders.
Christopher, Kevin and Connor
interviewed with representives of the
American Legion Post 3 in Westfield
and were chosen on their academics,
student activities and leadership
qualities.
At American Legion Boys Nation,
each delegate represents his state as a
senator. These youthful lawmakers
caucus at the beginning of the session,
organize into committees and conduct
hearings on bills submitted by
delegates to the program.

POLITICAL PROGRESS…Pictured, left to right, Christopher Brown, Kevin
Mukalel and Connor Dick of Union Catholic High School were chosen to go to
Washington, D.C., to represent New Jersey at the American Legion Boys Nation.
The boys will learn how to handle bills and will be able to participate in the
political process.

The Anywhere, Anytime Massage for
Father’s Day
Massage is Not Just for Garwood Women Anymore
GARWOOD, NJ (June 3, 2008) – Fathers of today are likely to be
multi-tasking warriors; juggling a business life, family responsibilities
and pursuing a wide range of hobbies. Gregg Frankel of Massage
Envy in Garwood has that father in mind when announcing the perfect
Father’s Day gift, “The Anywhere, Anytime massage”.
This very affordable gift entitles the recipient to a massage at any of
over 430 clinics nationwide, and is open seven days a week.
Whether Dad travels on business, needs relief from commuting, is a
weekend athlete or just needs some pampering, the Massage Envy
“Anywhere, Anytime Massage” is a unique gift idea. Massage Envy
has close to 20 New Jersey locations and is rated as one of the top ten
franchises in the nation by Entrepreneur Magazine. All therapists
are trained and offer a range of massages including, Trigger Point,
Swedish, Deep Tissue, Reflexology, Cranial Sacral and Sports
Massage.
The most popular massage for men at the Garwood Massage Envy is
the Sports massage. “Aspects of massage are gaining recognition as
useful components in a balanced training regimen,” explained
massage therapist, Doreen Ellinwood. Sports massage can be used
as a means to enhance pre-event preparation and reduce recovery
time for maximum performance during training or after an event. “I
joke with my friends by saying no Blackberries, board meetings or
deadlines allowed on Father’s Day,” said Gregg Frankel, hedge fund
owner and manger, owner of Massage Envy in Garwood, NJ and
father. “Although my tone is humorous, it is no joke that men need to
make time to relax, even if they are away on business, which is one
of the reasons I opened two Massage Envy clinics.”
Massage is becoming more popular for men. “The perception is that
massage is mainly for women, yet more and more men are taking
advantage of its stress-relieving benefits,” stated Gregg.
Massage is especially popular among the traveling executive,
overworked dad, weekend warrior and athletic man. Whether it’s
massage therapy to deal with an injured muscle or a rejuvenation
session to relieve stress, it seems that more and more men are
embracing the idea of massage therapy.
About Massage Envy
Massage Envy recognizes that cost and time are the two most frequent
challenges associated with regular massage and they have created a
membership system that is both affordable and flexible. With more
close to 20 locations in New Jersey and 430 nationwide, membership
allows clients to use any open location.

TREE STEWARDS…At a school-wide outdoor assembly, the entire student body
of Jefferson Elementary School planted a tree in honor of Earth Day. The school
appointed its “tree stewards,” who presented the proper care of trees to the
audience. These “tree stewards” will be responsible for the tree’s care throughout
the rest of the school year. The ceremony was followed by a sing-a-long. Williams
Nursery donated the tree.

To book Dad’s healing massage call 908-233-4442.
PAID BULLETIN BOARD
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Alleman Breaks Shot Record
At Group Track & Field Meet
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior Mike Alleman put it all
together on his second throw with a
giant shove of 66’0.25” at the Group
3 Track and Field Championships at
Frank Jost Field in South Plainfield
on May 31 to break the meet record in
the shot put of 64’8” set in 1993 by
Matawan’s Tyrone Garland. Meanwhile, Westfield High School seniors
Adam Bergo and Brandon Heroux
were impressive in the Group 4 meet
at Egg Harbor to advance to the Meet
of Champions (MOC), which was to
be held on June 4 in South Plainfield.
The Raiders finished tied for 11th

with Rahway with 16 points in Group
3, while the Blue Devils placed seventh in Group 4 with 24 points. The
Union Catholic boys placed fifth with
46 points in the Non-Public A meet
and the Raider girls tied Kingsway
for 13th with 14 points.
As he had all year, Alleman had
fierce competition from Morristown
freshman Nick Vena, who placed second with a push of 63’8.25”.
“The biggest factor by far was my
speed. Everything connected. I was
fast. My leg got under me and it was
a great release,” said Alleman, who
won the shot put event at the MOC
last year.
Interestingly, it was the first time

that Alleman has won the Group 3
title.
“He knew the elusive group title
has always escaped him, so he definitely wanted this. Going against Nick
(Vena) he has really pushed himself
this year. The freshman has got time
but this is Mike’s senior year and he
wanted to go out on top and make
sure that he won every title possible
in the shot put. And he’s done that
now,” said Raider field events coach
Ken Hernandez.
Last year, Alleman won the MOC
with a throw of 59’4”, so he has come
a long way in one year but with Vena
waiting in the wings, Alleman may
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DIVING SAFELY BACK INTO FIRST…Blue Devil Evan Einstein gets a face full of dirt as he dives safely back to first
against the Red Raiders.

EINSTEIN DRILLS 2-RUN DBLE, MAKES GREAT CATCH

Blue Devils Stop Red Raiders
In Baseball Season Finale, 11-7
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY FOR A RELAXED TOSS…Raider Mike Alleman, after winning the Group 3 shot put title with a push of 66’0.25”,
relaxed his style in the discus and released a personal-best toss of 173’8” to place third.

BINKIEWICZ, MAXWELL DRIVE IN TWO RBI APIECE

SP-F Raiders Erupt, Topple
Linden Baseball Nine, 7-1
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Realizing an earlier season setback,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team kept focus and
rocked the Linden Tigers, 7-1, in a
season-ending game at Memorial
Field in Linden on May 29.
Starting pitcher Gary Binkiewicz
reigned supreme on the mound in a
three-hit, five-inning performance,
while striking out five Tigers, walking three and yielding no earned runs
to grab his seventh victory. Additionally, he rocked a key two-run double
in the second inning.
“Gary is our ace. He shut them
down, was able to throw his fastball,
curve ball and change-up, all for
strikes. When you can do that at this
level, you can win a lot of games. He
had four, five balls hit right back to
him. Guys off balance, just hitting
one-hoppers at him so he’s our go to
guy. The good thing about it is that we
have two more years with him so
we’re really excited about that,” said
Raider Head Coach Tom Baylock.
The 18-7-1 Raiders’ middle infield
was defensively stubborn and the
speed of the outfielders made it difficult for the Tigers to find an opening.
Mike Ridge, Nick Bonadies and Kevin
Maroney had a hand in dampening

the Tigers hopes by turning a double
play in the third inning. Marcus Rivera
provided defensive agility with a courageous stop on a hard ball in the
fourth and Binkiewicz turned in a

Gas prices are rising but NOT car insurance with Alpha

double play in the fifth.
Linden pitcher Frank Szczepanik
(4-3) found himself in immediate
jeopardy in the bottom of the second
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

With the pressure of the Union
County championship game and the
sectional tournament behind them,
the Westfield High School baseball
boys played a low-pressure game with
Newark East Side in the season finale
on May 28 in Westfield and came out
on top, 11-7, to finish their season
with an 18-6 record.
The Blue Devils got everyone on
the roster in on the action and played
the game like a relaxed day in the
park, enjoying our national pastime,
and received some fine production
from some of their seniors, who were
not regularly in the starting lineup.
“We had such a great work ethic
from the kids. They worked their tails
off all year. You want to play loose but

not too loose,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Bob Brewster.
Senior starting pitcher Ryan
Scanlon, who improved to 6-0, allowed 12 hits and walked two Red
Raiders in six innings. Kyle Hayden
relieved in the seventh, walked the
first batter, struck out the next two then
got the final batter to fly out to right
field. Blue Devil senior Evan Einstein,
who always plays with intensity, made
another spectacular catch in centerfield
and contributed well at the plate with
a two-run double, while scoring twice
and stealing a base.
“I go out there to catch the ball and
win the game. Yes! We were trying to
have some fun but the final goal is
win the game,” said Einstein.
“He had a year that was unbelievable! He is going to be sorely missed.

All the kids are going to be sorely
missed,” added coach Brewster.
Of the regular senior starting lineup,
catcher Justin Olsen rapped a pair of
doubles, scored once and had an RBI.
Mike Mosier singled, doubled and
scored twice. Evan Shapiro singled,
had an RBI sacrifice fly and scored
twice. Mark Melino doubled, had an
RBI and scored once. Mike Cappiello
kept receiving free passes and Mike
Melillo got an RBI the easy way, with
a bases-loaded walk.
Senior Ryan Brand got a rare opportunity in the starting lineup and
cashed in with a pair of singles, an
RBI, a run scored and a walk. Senior
Jesse Embry doubled and scored a
run and junior Matt Loughlin singled
in his sole plate appearance. Senior
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

RAIDER SOCCER CAMP 2008
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

Home of the Seven Time
NJ State Champions Boys’ Soccer Team
in Association with
The Argentine & The Dutch Soccer Academies

Our 15th Consecutive Season
“The Only Local Camp Not Held in a Park!”
Goal Keeper Training
Ability Grouping
Tactical Camp for Teams
Boys & Girls

Novice to Advanced
Grades 1-11
Indoor Facilities
Fully Insured

SESSION I – JULY 7-11
SESSION II – JULY 21-25
For More Information: Tom Breznitsky (908) 322-6102
email: raidercamp@comcast.net • www.spfraidersoccercamp.com
PLEASE NOTE: Due to field construction at SPFHS there is a
possibility that the camp will be held at Terrill Middle School.
We will inform you if this change is necessary.

AT PARK MIDDLE
SCHOOL FIELD
CAMP DIRECTOR:
Tom Baylock - Head Baseball
Coach @ Scotch Plains Fanwood
High School

Boys and Girls entering
grades 1st thru 9th
WEEKS:
#1 June 30th – July 3rd
#2 July 21st _ July 25th
TUITION:
$125.00 Per week each camper
For More Information:
908-764-1616
Tbaylock@spfk12.org
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Devil(s) of the Year:
Simply the Best Ever

Raiders

Devils of the Year
Alexi Kuska,
Erin Miller

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Walk Down Memory L
ane
Lane
From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The SP-F Times
www.goleader.com
May 2001: Jenny Korecky was
selected among all (male and female)
WHS athletes to receive the 2001
NJSIAA Scholar-Athlete award. Acting Governor Donald T. DiFrancesco
addressed the scholar-athletes at a
dinner in their honor at the Pines In
Edison.
May 25, 2000: After a bye in the
first round of the State Tournament,
the Blue Devil girls lacrosse team
defeated Immaculate Heart Academy,
12-9, in Washington Township.
Sophomore Morgan Lang, who had
three goals in the first half, led the
scoring with five goals. It was the first
time ever that the Blue Devil girls
recorded a post-season victory.
May 1999: The Raider softball
team finished the season with a 16-7
record. Jen Stewart led the Raiders
with a .452 batting average and Diana
Mendez, who batted .360, led in stolen bases with 22.
May 2000: The Blue Devil girls
track and field 4x800 meter relay
team has qualified to compete in the
National Championships to be held
in Raleigh, N.C. on June 16. Maura
McMahon, Adrianne Blauvelt,
Heather Dennis and Alexis Anzelone
comprise the Blue Devil foursome.
June 2003: Physical education
teacher and coach, Frank Butz, feels

that he will finally have some leisure
time after 38 years of teaching and
coaching in the SP-F High School
system. Butz grew up in Bangor, Pa.,
was a three-sport athlete – football,
basketball and baseball – and was
very successful in all three. He received a football scholarship to
Wichita State University. One of his
teammates was former NFL coach
Bill Parcells.
June 2003: At the beginning of the
season, many would have expected
the Raider baseball team to have a
decent season but few could have
guessed they would finish with a 163 record. Nor would anyone have
guessed that the Raiders would beat
rivals Cranford, Linden and Westfield
twice in the season. Seniors Steve
Pietrucha (3-1) and Dave Senatore
(5-1) became some of Union County’s
most respected pitchers and sophomore pitcher James Scalfaro (3-0)
was a very pleasant surprise.
June 6, 2001: Raider junior Ray
Williams flew across the finish line in
47.31 to win the state title in the 400
meters at the Meet of Champions in
South Brunswick. Raider senior
Derrion Aberdeen placed sixth in the
long jump with a distance of 21’9”.
Blue Devil senior Alexis Anzelone
finished ninth in the 3,200 meters
with a time of 11:14 – more than
seven seconds better than her previous personal best.

WILLOW GROVE
SWIMMING CLUB
INCORPORATED

P.O. BOX 11
FANWOOD, N.J. 07023

2008 Memberships available for the 50th season
Facilities (1155 Roosevelt Ave, Scotch Plains):
• 25 meter pool
• Kiddie pool
• Large recreation and picnic area
The club offers:
• Swimming lessons
• 140 member swim team
• Family and adult social

Once again we’ve come to that point
in the school year where the games are
over and it’s time to pick the athlete,
whom we feel best represented WHS
this year, whether on the field, pitch,
court, pool or course.
Last year was the first time we picked
a Devil of the Year and, although a
good case could’ve been made for his
buddy Mike Venezia or a guy like
Luke Baran, the pick was three-sport
superstandout Tommy Bonard. In addition to quarterbacking the football
team, he set school records for assists
as the basketball point guard and batted leadoff and played shortstop, earning all-county or all-state in all three
sports.
(And, of course, scoring all of
WHS’s points in a 28-24 come-frombehind football win over SP-F might’ve
been enough to win the award by itself.)
This year there were, once again,
quite a few seniors who could, arguably, be considered among the best to
ever represent WHS in their sports,
including:
Adam Bergo: You’d have to go back
to 1972 to find a time when WHS got
so many points out of the long jump
and high jump, and that was with two
excellent guys (Kenny Blackwell and
Eddie Morton). Bergo also has the
school record in the triple jump.
Brandon Heroux: A two-way
standout in soccer, Heroux is right
there with Jim Kovacs and Eldy Halsey
as the best javelin throwers in school
history.
Greg O’Brien: Easily one of the
best goalies WHS boys soccer has
ever had.
Kevin Shallcross: Scrappy four-year
regular (three at No. 1 singles) rates
with Dave and Tom Richardson, Bob
Stuhler, Joe Krakora, Dave and Buddy
Robinson, Joey Deer and Dan Matro
as WHS’s finest.
Evan Shapiro: The sweetest swing
seen around here since … maybe ever.
But there were also two other seniors, who, at least in our eyes, stood
above anybody who has ever played
their respective sports at WHS. One is
the best female swimmer in the school
history; the other is the best girls basketball player ever.
The 2007-08 Devils of the Year are
Alexi Kuska and Erin Miller.
Ironically, both girls will be attending college in Virginia in the fall, Kuska
at Richmond and Miller at James Madison. As the DOY, each can choose
from the following prizes: 4 tickets to
a minor league baseball game, or lunch
for four at either Max’s Famous Hot
Dogs in Long Branch or the
Frenchtown Café.
For those who haven’t been following closely, Kuska broke, rebroke and
re-rebroke again the 200 and 500
freestyle records all winter. And at one
time she held the 100 free record, too.
She was on both the 200 and 400
freestyle relay teams that continually
broke the school record several times.
Meanwhile, Miller became the
school’s all-time leading scorer (male

Weichert
Weic he r t

For an application or information please call
908-232-2101 and leave a message. Additional
information may be obtained at www.wgsc.info/

Weic he r t

COLONIAL

Invite Vivian in,
and she’ll bring results!

Three people from history you’d
like to meet? My grandparents,
Marilyn Monroe, Martin Luther King
Jr.
10 years from now? Graduated from
college, successful job, married and
starting a family.
20 years from now? Working, still
married with a family. Hopefully
watching or coaching my kids playing
sports.
School records
or county title?
Union County
champions, definitely!
Last book you
read for enjoyment? A Million
Little Pieces.
Last movie
you saw? Forgetting
Sarah
Erin Miller
Marshall.
Favorite subject? Math.
Favorite teacher? I’ll take the fifth
on that.
Favorite food? Fruit.
Favorite place to eat? Saladworks.
If I wasn’t an athlete I’d be … I
really don’t know. I’ve spent a good 20
minutes trying to think of what to put
and I honestly can’t see myself without sports.
In my free time I love to … work out
or shop.
I’d never go anywhere without …
my cellphone. (And you thought she’d
say Gab O’Leary!)
How would you like to be remembered by your classmates/peers? As a
great friend and teammate, and a fierce
competitor.
STREAKIN’
The longest winning streak by any
WHS boys team ended last Friday at
61 when Delbarton topped the Devils,
3-2, to win the tennis Tournament of
Champions. In a classic finish, the
match was tied at 2 with just first
singles remaining. And that match,
featuring WHS senior Kevin
Shallcross against Delbarton freshman Henry Steer, was a tense, backand-forth classic. Shallcross was back
in the lineup after missing the TOC
semifinals a day earlier due to an ankle
injury. After losing the first set,
Shallcross gamely battled back to win
the second, and the third set was tied at
4 before Steer won the final two games.
At least three times in the final games
Shallcross “played on” rather than
make an out call on a ball that he easily
could’ve called out. That’s how the
really good players do it, they “play
on.” Even in a tough loss, the captain
taught a lesson to all the players and
fans watching.
ON THE RECORD
Congratulations to Evan Shapiro,
whose triple in last week’s seasonfinale gave him a school-record 21
extra-base hits this spring. “Shap” had
17 doubles (another school record),
two triples and two home runs; the
Quinnipiac-bound shortstop finished
his season right around the .500 mark.
The old mark of 20 extra-base hits

Weichert

WESTFIELD . . . Custom home totally renovated and updated since 1998. The first level has an
open floor plan, created so the large EIK is the center of the home, just steps away thru French
doors to the 800 sq. ft. deck & fenced in rear yard. New hdwd flrs have just been laid in the LR
& DR! The kitchen has ceramic tile flooring, washed oak cabinetry with a matching center
island, DW, self-cleaning oven, deep sink w/instant hot. The FR is carpeted & features a chair
rail, recessed lighting & crown molding. There is a full bath w/shower enclosure & a custom
vanity. A den/office/4th BR completes this level. The Upper level has 3 BRs & main bath with a
Jacuzzi tub, temp controlled shower, custom vanity & marble flooring. The lower level has been
recently carpeted & boasts recessed lighting & chair rail. There is a rec room, office, laundry
room and a large walk in pantry. All of this sits on professionally landscaped grounds, fully fenced
rear yard with storage shed, 1 car att gar & a circular drive. $529,900. MLS # 2518117

Invite Martha in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

Vivian Cortese-Strano

Martha Schilling

weichert.com

weichert.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

was shared by Lamont Turner (8-4-8)
in 1999 and Jay Anderson (11-3-6) in
2006.
NOBODY ASKED, BUT …
When was the last time anybody
played center field for WHS as well as
Evan Einstein did this spring? The
diminutive left-hander was an outstanding leadoff hitter, stole bases and
made so many spectacular catches that
he almost made them seem routine.
Einstein brought back memories of
Eddie Thorne, who played for WHS,
in 1963-64, the Westfield Merchants
and Westfield Post 3, before going on
to play at East Carolina.
THE DARKEST DAY
You know how they say there are
certain events where you always remember where you were when they
happened? The Big Three for me,
sadly, are Nov. 22, 1963: the assassination of John F. Kennedy (I was
driving past the YMCA on Clark
Street to pick up my mom from her
job at Hahne’s when the news came
over the radio); Nov. 24, 1963: the
assassination of Kennedy’s alleged
killer, Lee Harvey Oswald, by Dallas
strip club owner Jack Ruby (I was
playing basketball with Joe Wheatley,
Bob Felter, Otto Argast and some
others at the outdoor court at
Roosevelt Junior High); and June 5,
1968: the assassination of Robert F.
Kennedy (I was at Naval Justice
School in Quonset Point, R.I.).
For whatever reason, the RFK one
hit me the worst. I (vaguely) remember spending the entire next day at a
bar drinking Naragansett beers and
playing Otis Redding’s “Dock of the
Bay” on the jukebox. Hours and hours
and hours of “Dock of the Bay” … and
then returning to the Navy base and
taking a shower in my dress whites
while singing “Dock of the Bay” over
and over until the Master at Arms
came and made me stop.
DID YOU KNOW …
That the sectional baseball game
against Columbia is believed to be
the first time WHS played a varsity
baseball game at Tamaques’ BurkeMoeller Memorial Field (aka Field 2)
since 1959? Dick Myers (’62), a
sophomore catcher at the time, says
he never played high school games at
Tamaques. He remembers the games
being at Edison Junior High School
in 1960, where they’ve been ever
since. “That was with Smitty Lanning,
the Wildays, Artie Garvin, Pat
Kennedy, et al,” Myers said. The
American Legion team and the
Westfield Merchants continued to use
Tamaques for decades.
WAIT ’TIL NEXT WEEK
In next week’s Devil’s Den, the alltime winningest high school programs
in New Jersey history will be revealed.
The final five are (alphabetically):
Asbury Park, Haddonfield, Trenton,
Westfield and Willingboro.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVR!

CAPE COD

Weic he r t

WESTFIELD . . . Immaculate 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths Colonial with an open floor plan. The
updated kitchen has a center island and tile floor, the family room features a raised ceiling with
2 new ceiling fans with lights. Relax in the hot tub in the 3 season sun room overlooking a very
large yard. Other amenities include central air, hardwood floors, bay window in living room,
a full basement for storage and a 2 car attached garage. All this in a great neighborhood and
close to schools. $579,000. MLS # 2517106

Call For
More Information!

or female), and set school records for
points, assists, rebounds and steals.
And if you didn’t see them in action
as seniors, you missed both girls at the
absolute peak of their game, always
putting the team ahead of themselves,
the truest mark of a teammate.
To show a different side of these two
athletes, rather than just somebody in
a tightskin swimsuit or somebody tossing up 3-point swisheroos, we thought
we’d have them respond to an offbeat
questionnaire. So, here are their answers.
Alexi Kuska
Coke or pepsi? Diet coke.
McDonald’s or Burger King?
McDonald’s.
Vanilla, chocolate or strawberry? Chocolate.
Spicy brown or
yellow mustard?
Yellow.
CDs or iPod?
iPod.
Music you
would never listen to? Yodeling.
Alexi Kuska
Three people
from history you’d like to meet? Lucille
Ball, Jesus, Sigmund Freud.
10 years from now? Working as a
sports psychologist, coaching a swim
team and buying a home.
20 years from now? Married, with
children, still working and planning
family travel. Probably coaching a
swim team, giving back.
School records or state titles? Whatever time is faster, whatever goal is
tougher, and whatever journey more
inspirational.
Last book you read for enjoyment?
Harry Potter.
Last movie you saw? Enchanted.
Favorite subject? Psychology.
Favorite teacher? Ms. Jarvis, Mr.
Cheddar, Mr. Kapner.
Favorite food? Sushi.
Favorite place to eat? Manhattan
Bagel, Buono Pizzeria, Chili’s.
If I wasn’t an athlete I’d be … a
better student, more active in the youth
ministry in my church, and I’d learn to
play the drums.
In my free time I love to … hang
with my mom, watching TV or DVDs,
and travel.
I never go anywhere without …
poise, grit, courage and perseverance,
because if I have them I can make it
through anything.
How would you like to be remembered by your classmates/peers? A
friend who, despite life challenges,
dared to be remarkable.
Erin Miller
Coke or Pepsi? Diet Coke.
McDonald’s or Burger King?
McDonald’s.
Vanilla, chocolate or strawberry?
Vanilla.
Spicy brown or yellow mustard?
Neither.
CDs or iPod? iPod.
Music you’d never listen to? Heavy
metal.
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Lady Farmer Softballers Nip
Blue Devils, 1-0, in Ninth
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Although losing, 1-0, the real story
was the fine pitching by Westfield
High School junior Cyndil Matthew,
who looked as if she might deliver
the performance her team needed to
shut out the Union Farmer softball
girls in a nine-inning game in Union
on May 28.

them. We came out on top, 3-2, the
score was. We came out seventh inning and we got the winning run and
you know what, they did the opposite
to us today.”
In what was another very impressive pitching performance, Farmer
Amanda Kardys (16-3) scattered nine
hits, struck out 10 batters and allowed
one walk. Matthew tossed a five-hit-

not get nervous, goes out there, has a
job to do and does it. She kept them
off balance, did what she had to do
and put us in a position to win and that
is all you can ask for,” coach
MacDonald said of Matthew. “We
had a couple of opportunities early.
We had bases loaded with one out but
we could not get the big hit and that’s
what we need. We need someone to

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLOWING INTO THIRD BASE…Blue Devil Evan Shapiro plows into third base after smacking a shot to centerfield in the
first inning against the East Side Red Raiders.

Baseball Blue Devils Stop Red Raiders, 11-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING ON THE OFFENSIVE…Blue Devil Cyndil Matthew rapped a pair of singles in the nine-inning game against the
Union Farmers, who pulled out a 1-0 victory.

The 23-3 Farmers, who avenged an
early-season loss to the 16-6 Lady
Blue Devil nine earlier in the season,
notched the winning run in the bottom of the ninth inning when leadoff
hitter Celeste Schimmenti unloaded
a double to center, swiped third base
on a sacrifice fly ball to right by
Amanda Ruhl and scored on a
grounder by Jessica Goncalves that
was misplayed.
“Both teams played so, so well and
I cannot even complain about how
our team played. They beat us and
they deserved to win today,” said
Westfield Assistant Coach Caitlin
MacDonald. “Early in the season we
played a really good game against

ter, allowed no earned runs, walked
two and seated six Farmers. Additionally, Matthew, Alex Pecora and
Katie Kiefer each had two hits, while
Katie Abruzzo, Kim Townsend and
Katie Esler each contributed one hit.
“We were ready for the hard hits.
They came to us a lot more than I
expected but we handled it well to the
end,” said Matthew. “In this game, I
was not really looking for strikeouts,
more so where I wanted to put it,
making them pop it up or ground it
out, so that went well today. It was an
evenly matched game. They have last
licks and that does a lot for the home
team. One play, that’s it!”
“She does not get rattled, she does

step up and get that one big hit but that
did not happen for us today.”
Westfield
Union

000 000 000
000 000 001

0
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Joe Green got the opportunity to demonstrate his fielding prowess at second base and senior Mike Lanno successfully covered leftfield.
“I was glad to see them get in the
game. They worked hard every single
day and didn’t get to play much. Seeing them go out there and succeed is
a great feeling,” said Einstein.
“We had a few kids, who didn’t
play much but they were the energy
that the bench had in some of those
big county games. It was all because
these guys realized, ‘I might not be in
the game but I can help the team some
other way.’ I was pleased with the
whole performance this year,” said
coach Brewster.
Shapiro singled and sped to third
when the centerfielder muffed the

FANWOOD
RECREATION

SPONSORS THE FOLLOWING
SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS

ball then Olsen rapped an RBI double
to give Westfield a 1-0 lead in the
bottom of the first inning. East Side
put together five singles and took
advantage of three Blue Devil errors
to score four runs in the second but
the Blue Devils, with the help of five
walks, immediately answered with
five runs in the bottom of the inning.
In the third, Einstein drilled his
two-run double and Shapiro lofted an
RBI sac fly to put the Blue Devils on
top, 9-4. Red Raider Gilberto Ortiz
hammered a two-run homer in the
fourth but Blue Devil Brand squibbled
an RBI single in the bottom of the
fourth. Melino doubled and scored
on a wild pitch in the fifth and East
Side scored its final run in the sixth on
Asimir Bruton’s RBI single.

“It’s tough, losing the states, but
it’s great to know we went out on a
win. We had a good time together. It
was a great season,” said Einstein.
Amidst the interview, coach
Brewster received a healthy dose of
ice-cold liquid from the Gatorade
bucket. “That’s the first time in 20
years that I got caught, just the first
year after winning the county finals,”
he said.
“We have played together since the
second grade and we will never forget each other. Let’s keep doing what
we are doing and, hopefully, we will
see each other down the road and play
some more baseball,” said Joe Green
as he was leaving the ball field.
East Side
Westfield

040 201 0
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Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2007

Direct Line 908-301-2015
www.hye-youngchoi.net hye-young@att.net

Fanwood Soccer Camp
July7-11 and August 4-8
For more info please go to
www.fanwoodsoccercamp.com
or email fanwoodsoccercamp@yahoo.com

Fanwood Baseball Camp
June30-July 3 and July 21-25
For more info go to www.fanwoodsportscamps.com
or email tbaylock@spfk12.com

Raider Basketball Camp

Westfield . . . Just Reduced. New quality 3900 sq. ft., ready to move-in. Spacious RMS,
LR, FDR, FR, mud rm. Deluxe KIT w/ custom cherry cabs, Creama Bordeaux granite, sep.
break rm. All 5 BRS on 2nd Flr, 3 ½ luxury BTHS w/ imported marble. MBR w/10ft.tray
ceil, whr’pl BTH. Hwflrs,#1 red oak throughout, frt & Bk staircs, blue stn patio, carriage
house 2 CGR, charm covered frt & Bk porch. 268 deep prop. $1,250,000. WSF0091

June 23-27 and July 14-18
For more info go to www.fanwoodsportscamps.com
or email kewing@spfk12.org
Camps are run by Scotch Plains Fanwood High School
District Adult Teachers and Coaches

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
908-233-6417, Direct Dial

NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007

Westfield . . . Magnificent 5 bedroom Tudor, w/ exceptional craftsmanship and architectural
integrity. Archways, carved cornices,& dentil molding add to the distinctive style. Recent
improvements include extensive landscaping, refurbished in ground pool, new designer kitchen,
all baths updated, new interior décor & refinished hardwood floors. Dramatic 2 story entrance
w/grand staircase , spacious living room w/ fireplace. Garden/family room w/ barrel ceiling, &
French doors to raised flagstone patio & fenced grounds. The banquet size dining room opens
to new kitchen and breakfast area. A bedroom/den and newer full bath off the kitchen for guests
or au pair. Four spacious bedrooms & three newer full baths. Expandible attic, walk-out basement,
rec room, storage & 2 car garage.
$1,750,000

Westfield . . . Magnificent Stone Creek custom 12 RM, 6 BDRM, 7 ½ BTH, 6600 sq.ft.
colonial. Architectural integrity, detailed craftsmanship & prestigious location. Outstanding
amenities.-customized ceilings, exquisite millwork, old world arched drways, 2 story foyer
w/motorized chand. Lift, 4 frplcs, circular strcase, holiday sz DR, deluxe KIT, butler’s pantry
w/wet bar, 1st flr guest suite, Library, Master suite w/frplc, dress. Rm, & sitting rm. 1st & 2nd
flr game rms, 3 car garage, 4 zn HT & CAC. 148 x 200 property. $3,350,000. WSF0065

This sprawling Expanded Ranch, located on one of Scotch Plain’s most picturesque streets, is embraced by an impressive
property boasting a large deck, in-ground pool, brick patio, towering trees & exquisite landscaping. The sun lit interior
features hardwood floors, classic moldings & a marvelous use of glass & skylights. The center foyer opens to the living
room and the formal dining room. Devoted to casual living, the family room & leisure room are joined by the wellequipped updated kitchen. The 1st floor master suite has an updated bath, walk-in closet & office area. A junior suite, two
more bedrooms, walk-in storage & a rec room offer the ideal place to relax. Presented for $993,000.

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

Open House: Sunday June 8, 1-4pm • 906 Irving Avenue
Westfield . . . Charm & sunny 3 bedroom colonial. LR w/ fireplace and built-ins, FDR,
EIKitchen w/ separate eating area, den and office. Master BR has dressing room and full
newer bath. Newer family bath w/whirlpool. 4th BR captive. Rec RM, Wlk-up attic, hwflrs,
CAC , 2 cg, brick patio, fenced rear yard, good size lot. Walk to town. $579,000 WSF 0141

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555 Ext. 169

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Alleman Breaks Shot Record at Group Track
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

APPEARING OUT OF A CLOUT OF DUST…Raider designated hitter sophomore John Maxwell, No. 33, creates a huge
clout of dust as he slides safely into home ahead of the tag of Tiger catcher Kyle Frazier on a Gary Binkiewicz double in the
second inning. Additionally, Maxwell rifled a two-run double in the fifth inning. The Raider nine won, 7-1.

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

SP-F Raiders Erupt, Topple
Linden Baseball Nine, 7-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

inning when designated hitter (DH)
John Maxwell (2-for-4) banged a
single to center field, Rivera walked
and Joe D’Annunzio took one for his
team to load the bases. Binkiewicz
then smashed a two-run double to
right center field.
The Raiders threatened to add to
the lead in the fourth. Rivera led off
with a walk. Brian Piccola bunted
Rivera to second and D’Annunzio
beat out the throw to first. A superb
play on the part of Szczepanik to
Kyle Frazier guarding home plate
gunned down Rivera on a steal attempt, ending the threat.
The Raiders put a new look on the
scoreboard in the fifth when they
victimized the Tigers with five runs.
Binkiewicz started the merry-goaround with a walk. Dinizo strolled to
first on an intentional walk and
Bonadies yanked a single scoring
Binkiewicz. Maxwell unloaded a shot
that sailed over the centerfielder’s
head for a two-run double. Rivera
lashed an RBI single then scored on
D’Annunzio’s poke to right.

The Tigers put a run on the board in
the fifth when Pete Arce reached on a
fielder’s choice and scored on a passed
ball.
“A good change-up worked really
well today and it kept them off balance. Basically, throw strikes, hit the
glove and our fielders did really well
today and that helped a lot,” said
Binkiewicz.
Tom Hercel relieve in the sixth and
made it look easy settling the Farmers
down in order. Bonadies preserved the
Raider victory when the Tigers came
up empty in the final inning after a wellexecuted relay from Ridge to Maroney.
“Our defense played well today. We
made all the routine plays we had to.
Mike Ridge made a couple nice defensive plays at short, again, really helped
Gary out and kept us in the ball game
early when Frank (Szczepanik) had us
a little off balance. Then, once we got
to him, our bats woke up and scored
runs when we wanted to,” concluded
coach Baylock.

Weichert

Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Linden

020 050 0
000 010 0
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EXTRAORDINARY AGENTS
Representing the Burgdorff Philosophy of

Group 3 Track Meet
Westfield/E. Side Baseball
SPF/Linden Baseball
Westfield/Union Softball

need to throw further than 66 feet to
retain his title.
“He (Vena) can throw farther than
that. He’s capable of it. He’s done it,”
said Alleman. “It’s going to be another show.”
To prepare for the sectional and
state tournaments, coach Hernandez
has altered Alleman’s weight program the past few weeks.
“We are using a series of different
weighted shots so he can get himself
across the circle a lot faster because
he is a pretty big kid. He’s got an
excellent punch and finish but the
glide and getting that leg under him to
pop one is what he’s been lacking.
Now, he connected all the dots,” said
coach Hernandez. “He’s slimmed
down a little bit, which has helped,
and he can still shed a couple more.
As far as the program I have him on,
he’s bought into it. Sixty-six, hopefully, is at least what he’s going to do
for the Meet of Champions. He’s got
more in him.”
“I have lost about 10 to 15 pounds
this spring. In the winter, I was about
285. Right now I am about 270 and that
is helping my speed a lot,” saidAlleman.

Blue DevilsWeichert
Advance to TOC
Fall to Delbarton in Finals
Without the services of first singles
player, Kevin Shallcross, who injured
his ankle prior to a practice session, the
No. 1 Westfield High School boys tennis team managed to defeat No. 5
Dwight-Englewood, 3-2, in the semifinals of the Tournament of Champions
(TOC) at Mercer County Park in West
Windsor on May 29. However, the 310, reigning TOC champion Blue Devils’ two-year winning streak came to a
halt at 61 when No. 3 Delbarton nipped
them, 3-2, in the finals on May 30.
Against Dwight-Englewood, Dean
Thompson stepped up to first singles
where he dropped a 6-3, 6-3, match to
Dan Shutov. At second singles, Jason
Stone stopped Blue Devil Greg
Luppescu, who usually competes at
third singles, 6-3, 6-4. Blue Devil Ravi
Netravali, who normally competes at
first doubles, stepped up to third singles
and defeated Francis Loh, 6-1, 6-2.
Blue Devils James Chu and Evan

Eisenberg easily defeated Alec
Herssens and Jason Rosenberg, 6-1,
6-1, at second doubles. In the final
match, first doubles, Blue Devils Justin Snyder and Graeme Stahl pulled
out a 6-3, 7-5, victory over Max Sacks
and Chad Stark.
Although injured, Shallcross played
and went down to the wire with
Delbarton’s Henry Steer at first singles.
Steers won the first set, 6-1, but
Shallcross battled back to win the second set, 6-3. Knotted at 4-4 in the third
set, and with the team score tied at 2-2,
Steers won the next two games to give
the Green Wave the championship.
Thompson defeated Noah Joachim,
6-3, 6-4, at second singles and Netravali
topped Tim French, 6-2, 7-6 (7-4) at
third singles. Snyder and Stahl fell to
Graham Kirby and Theo Patsalos-Fox,
6-4, 6-2, at first doubles. Chu and
Eisenberg fell to Mike Defeo and Evan
Zak, 6-3, 6-4, at second doubles.

With the pressure of the shot put
behind him, Alleman had a relaxed
glide that worked really well in the
discus event. On his first toss in the final
round, he had the leading distance of
171’ (his personal-record [PR]). His
second toss was even better at 173’8”
(PR by 11’6”) and was the leading toss
until Wayne Valley’s Chris Pantale let
loose a heave of 176’11”. The final
contestant James Plummer of Central
Regional had a toss of 173’10” to bump
Alleman to third place.
“That’s my first PR all year! My
PR was from sectionals last year,”
said Alleman. “I was trying to come
in and have fun with it. I wasn’t really
expecting to do this well at all. I was
coming in as the eighth seed. I was
thinking this could be my last discus
meet of the year. I guess not! Those
guys have thrown farther than that. I
knew they could.”
Bergo placed second in the triple
jump with a distance of 47’1.75” behind Trenton’s Rolston Braithwaite at
47’5”. Bergo’s distance topped his
Union County meet record-breaking
distance of 46’8.25” set on May 17.
Bergo also cleared 6’4” to place third
in the high jump. Heroux placed second in the javelin with a toss of 188’11”

behind Old Bridge’s Brian Florek, who
had a toss of 200 feet. Blue Devil
Malcolm Allen also advanced to the
MOC by placing sixth in the long
jump with a distance of 20’5.5”.
Raider senior Erin Rossi qualified
again for the MOC in the shot put
with a fourth-placed shove of 36’0.75”
behind teammate Carlaya Jones, who
placed third with a toss of 37’5.75”.
Rossi also placed fourth in the discus
with a toss of 116’.
“My first throw was really bad. It
was like 88. My second throw, I
slowed down and got my form back,
so I threw 108 and felt more confident. I got 116 and I was really excited,” said Rossi, whose personalbest throw is 123’.
Union Catholic Vikings Mike
Suarez, Shariff Stubbs, Obinna
Nwafor and Garrett Ellis crossed first
in the 4x400 relay with a time of
3:20.22. Nwafor took second in the
long jump with a distance of 21’3.5”,
while Ellis at 48.88 and Suarez at
49.67 placed 2-3 in the 400 meters.
Stubbs crossed fourth in the 200 at
22.44, DJ Thornton placed third in
the 1,600 with a time of 4:19.49 and
Ryan Kilkenny placed fourth in the
800 at 1:58.11.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONCENTRATING ON THE EVENT…Raider Erin Rossi, top, placed fourth in
the discus. Raider Cassy Valdes, just below right, competes in the 800 meters.

®

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Gloria Centanni

“Anticipating the needs of our clients
and exceeding their expectations... every time.”

• Top Lister Month of May
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Cynthia Alexander Susan Wilson, GRI

Gloria Centanni

Sales Associate Broker/Sales Associate
908-518-3763 908-233-2381
cynthia-alexander@burgdorff.com susan-wilson@burgdorff.com
Agent Profile @ Agent Profile @

www.burgdorff.com/cynthia-alexander www.burgdorff.com/susan-wilson

Now More Than Ever the Right Realtor will Make All the difference

of the Weichert Westfield Office
Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.
Invite Gloria in, and she’ll bring results!

WESTFIELD OFFICE
Owned and Operated By NRT LLC

600 North Ave. West • Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-0065

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
908-233-6417, Direct Dial

NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADING HER HEAT…Union Catholic Viking Samantha Peters, right, leads
her heat in the Non-Public A 1,600 meter event.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, June 8th • 1-4pm
208 Embree Court

WESTFIELD
This exquisite Colonial seamlessly blends superb vintage charm with today’s luxuries. Gorgeous woodwork, hardwood
floors, chestnut moldings, arched entryways, French doors & three fireplaces mingle with an updated granite accented
kitchen with breakfast room, updated baths and central air-conditioning to craft an unsurpassed interior. The first floor
boasts a living room, formal dining room, family room & a sunroom. The second floor has a master suite, a junior suite,
three more bedrooms & a third full bath. A spacious rec room with wine cellar, two powder rooms, a sprawling yard & an
outstanding location compose the perfect place to call home. Well-priced at $1,700,000.

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

$749,000

This lovely colonial features 8 rooms; 4 bedrms., 2.1 baths, formal
dining rm., first floor fam. Rm. w/Fplc. and sliders to rear yard, 2 car
att. gar., newer CAC, Cent-Vac, finished bsmt., hwdflrs., EIK w/granite
countertops on cul-de-sac in Franklin School district.

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555
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Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood U-11B Soccer Blue Pirates.

SP-F Soccer Pirates Win
Randolph Tournament
Over the Memorial Day weekend,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)
Blue Pirates (U-11B) traveled to
Randolph to compete in their annual
tournament. Needing a victory to
clinch the trophy in the final match,
the team put forth its best effort with
a 1-0 win over the host, Randolph.
The Pirates scored in the first half
on a rebound by Anthony Schenone
off a blistering shot to the far post by
Mike Novello. SPF held Randolph at
bay until the final two minutes of the
game when, in a goal mouth scramble,
Randolph put the ball to the far post
where goalkeeper Ryan Connors
made a diving save, smothering the
ball on the goal line.
“Ryan will remember that save for
a lifetime; what a great save in a key

situation. Another key of the game
was the dominating midfield play of
Sal Severini, Sean Esbrandt, Chris
Turso and Declan Murphy,” Coach
Mike Walch commented.
Throughout the tournament SPF
had a stingy defense, which only allowed four goals. Leading the defense were Cole Weber, Jeremy Haas,
Anthony Pares, Zo Zoufaly and Dan
Federico. The Pirates scored 11 goals
for the weekend. Leading the offense
were Adam Cohen, Joe Dzuback,
Lefty Gibbons and Louie Vitrioulis.
Team manager Paula Dzuback deserved thanks for coordinating the
weekend festivities, which allowed
the parents, siblings and players to
enjoy each other’s company along
with the exciting soccer game.

BRICK SOCCER CHAMPS…The U.S. Parma U15 girls won the Brick Invitational Tournament over Memorial Day Weekend. Pictured, left to right, are: front
row, Paige Della Badia; middle row, Nikki Appezzato, Tracy Kaplan, Meghan
Cunningham, Janine Casale, Michelle Rogoff, Alison Birnbaum, Rebecca Shafer
and Gabrielle Vacca; back row, Head Coach Bryan Finley, coach Jimmy Kennedy,
Evelyn Klotz, Rebecca Kreyer, Sarah Gugliucci, Allie Molinaro, Liz Tenzer,
Natale Englese, Amanda Filippone, and coaches Ricardo Neves and Phil Iuliano.

50+ DIVISION A (as of June 1):
TEAM
W
Buffy’s Tavern
6
Bare Necessities
6
Awnings Galore
5
Iceman’s Karaoke
4
American Legion/LLG
2
D&K Associates
1
50+ DIVISION B:
TEAM
W
SMC
7
Re/Max
4
Northwestern Mutual
4
KMD Tuning
2
Associated Auto Parts
1
The Office
0
SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM
W
Kilkenny House
4
Creative Industries
4
Commerce Bank
3
Associated Auto Silver
1
LA Law
0

L
0
1
2
2
5
6
L
0
4
4
5
6
7
L
0
1
2
3
6

Buffy’s Tavern 20, RE/MAX 3
Buffy’s pounded 26 hits, including
four hits apiece for Bob D’Meo and
Tony DeRocco. Wayne Moeller and
Don Montefusco blasted homeruns,
while pitcher George Brokaw limited
the Realtors to seven hits.
Bare Necessities 20, Northwestern
Mutual 9
Steve Ferro and Brian Williams (4
hits each), Ed Belford and Joe
Massimino (3 hits apiece) led Necessities’ 26-hit attack. Massimino also
homered.
Awnings 15, Associated 5
Bruce Crawford, Bob Grausam and
Tom Pasko led Awning’s 25-hit onslaught, with four hits apiece. AAP
received three hits each from Joe
Adase and Dave Goodman, and a
double and triple from Joe Sarica.
Iceman’s 21, The Office 6
The Singers exploded for 30 hits,
led by Oscar Harrison (4 hits), and
Malcolm Boone (HR), Al Brown
(HR), Mo Fernandez, Bill Hicks and
Jerry Rotella with three hits apiece.
Lee Black, John Wactor, Boone and
Brown totaled 14 RBI. Officers Vin
Trindade had three hits and Dave
Drechsel had two triples.
American Legion/LLG 14, KMD
TUNING 13
KMD scored three in the top of the
seventh to tie, led offensively by Matt
Costello, Paul Levenberg, Brian and
Gerard McDermott. The Legionnaires
scored once in the ninth to win.
Bare Necessities 19, D&K 4
Joe Massimino (HR), Frank Pepe
and Brian Williams had three hits
each for the winners.
Buffy’s 12, American Legion 11
The Legionnaires scored nine in
the sixth, but Buffy’s won in the seventh on pitcher George Brokaw’s hit.
Wayne Moeller homered for Buffy’s.
Awnings 10, Iceman’s 4
Neil Grandstrand and Bob
Rahnenfuhrer with three hits each
and Bruce Crawford and Ray Meigs

Visit

with three RBI each led Awnings.
Northwestern 20, KMD 6
Northwestern pounded 31 hits,
paced by Tom Romanowicz (4 hits),
and Bob Bierman, Rich Grossberg,
Ed Malko, Ed McColgan and Pete
Osborn with three hits each. Matt
Costello, Cliff DeAnna and Dan
Sulich led KMD.
RE/MAX 10, The Office 2
Bill Campbell’s sturdy pitching and
John Brown’s three hits led RE/MAX.
SMC 18, Associated Auto 15
Steve Adase (5 RBI), Ron Horinko
and Keith McDede with three hits
each and John Esposito’s homer led
AAP.
Creative 12, Associated Silver 6
Ray Cozzarelli (4 hits), Frank
Cavallaro (3 hits), and Karl
Grossmann and Tom Lombardi (3
RBI each) led Creative.
Commerce Bank 18, LA Law 2
Oscar Harrison led Commerce with
two homers, a triple and six RBI.
John Silva hacked three hits.
Creative 13, LA Law 10
With five runs in, Howie Jones
relieved in the bottom of the first and
silenced the Law. Creators Ray
Cozzarelli and Karl Grossmann (4
RBI) had three hits each.
Kilkenny 20, Commerce 16
Kilkenny scored three in the seventh to seal the game. Bernie Shihar
led them with three hits.
SMC 14, D&K 10

Softball Teams Sought
For Charity Tourney
Softball teams in the area are
invited to enter the 11th Annual
Dick Archer Memorial One-Pitch
Slow Pitch Softball Tournament,
which will be held this Saturday,
June 7, (rain date-June 8) at
Warinanco Park in Elizabeth.
This fundraiser is being sponsored by the Greater Union County,
NJ ASA Softball Umpires Association, and all proceeds will benefit NAMI-Union County (National Alliance on Mental Illness)
for programs for individuals and
families affected by mental illness.
The entry fee is $150 per team,
and all teams are guaranteed a
minimum of 3 games, with a trophy being awarded to the winning team. For further information and to register, call Don
Yuhas at (908) 337-9410
(daump97@verizon.net) or Jim
Powers at (908) 272-8049.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEADING NORTH…Westfield High School senior goalie Caitlin Whitlock,
backed by her mother Lori and Blue Devil Ice Hockey Head Coach Dennis
Doherty, has received a scholarship to play for the women’s hockey team at the
University of Vermont in Burlington.

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:
ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of May 31)
TEAM
St. Luke
St. Patrick
St. Joseph
St. Anne
St. Jude

W
2
2
1
0
0

L
Pct
0 1.000
1 .667
2 .333
1 .000
1 .000

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM
St. Anthony
St. David
St. Matthew
St. Aloysius
St. Stephen

W
2
2
1
0
0

L
Pct
0 1.000
1 .667
0 1.000
1 .000
3 .000

St. Anthony 16, St. David 6
Tony Perconte ruled the mound. O.J.
Simpson whacked a HR and had five
RBI. Joe DeRosa and Lou Messano
had four hits a piece for Tony’s tigers.
The lone star for St. David was Lewis
Blau with a triple and two hits.
St. Joseph 10, St. Stephen 8
Walt ‘Stat Man Jr.” Patrylo led the
Joes with two hits and three runs
scored. Stephen’s Jason Fiore bombed
his second HR of the season.
St. Patrick 33, St. Anne 14
Scott Curtis hit three HRs and Al
“Best Player in the League” Betau
had six RBI. The Pats pounded 43
hits. Annies Pat Nigro and Lou
Balestriere banged three hits apiece.
St. Luke 18, St. Jude 9
The Lukes rallied from an 8-1 defi-

cit by scoring 17 runs in their last four
at-bats. Leading the Lukies were
“Dirty Harry” Semple with four hits
and “Dwight” Evans with four RBI.
Jude’s Harold Hopler had two hits
and two RBI.
St. David 19, St. Aloysius 9
The D Squad “Ro-Mashed” St.
Aloysius, scoring in every frame. Dan
Nigro blasted two HRs and Brian Williams had four hits. Kevin “the Natural” Woodring and Mike Walch led Joe
Romash’s team with 3-for-3 nights.
St. Matthew 8, St. Patrick 6
Tony Radice pitched a great game.
Scott Smith had four hits and Marty
“the Mayor” Marks had a 3-for-3
night. Pat man Marty Bernstein had a
3-for-3 game.
St. Anthony 20, St. Stephen 2
Pitcher Tony Perconte held the
Stevies to seven hits and contributed
four RBI. Joe “Energizer Bunny”
DeRosa drilled four hits and southpaw Joey Scarfuto slugged a HR.
St. Luke 13, St. Joseph 3
Tom “the Machine” Ulichny
stroked three hits, as did rookie
Nashua Warfield. Joey John Deitch
went 2-for-2 with a double.
For more information on the league,
visit stbartssoftball.com. Howard
Bialos – webmaster.

High School Juniors!
Coaches and Admissions' Officers
Need Your Recruiting DVD's Now!!

See it all on the Web!

Order a Free Demonstration DVD Today!

www.goleader.com

Boomerang Video - (908) 447-4594/boomervid.com

ǲThe FINE PROPERTIES Teamǳ at the

WESTFIELD STREET FAIR
Saturday, June 7 from 11 AM until 5 PM
Stop by our Booth with your
REAL ESTATE & MORTGAGE
ǥǤǤplus
REGISTER TO WIN FREE GIFT CARDS
No Purchase Required ʹ No Obligation
Winners Announced 4:30 PM at our Booth

FIRST PRIZE: $500 LOWES Gift Card
SECOND PRIZE: $300 LORD & TAYLOR Gift Card
THIRD PRIZE: $200 BED, BATH & BEYOND Gift Card

PROPERTIES UNLIMITED
200 NORTH AVENUE EAST / WESTFIELD

The FINE PROPERTIES Team /

Team Leader

GEORGE BIPS

REALTORS®

SRES®, REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®

OFFICE: 908-233-9292 ext. 5495 TEAM DIRECT: 1-877-285-2477
EACH RE/MAX OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED.

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.
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Westfield Girls American
Softball League Results:

SOCCER CHAMPS…The Westfield Turbine soccer team won the U-14 Boys
division in the Memorial Day Cougar Tournament in South Orange. The team
defeated Chatham in the finals, 2-0. Pictured, left to right, are: front row, Steve
Wronski, Michael Woods, Joe McDonald, Henry Ritter, Brandon Levan, Jake
Vegara and Evan Friedman; back row, Eric Saunders, Brian VanderSchaaf,
Coaches David VanderSchaaf and Jacob Vegara, David Carville, Michael Jones,
Declan Fitzmaurice and Matt Lee. On June 1, they completed an 8-0-2 season in
Flight 1. Shawn Doherty also coached the team.

WF’s Kane Has Writing On Local Bookshelves
Westfield resident, Bill Kane, just
completed a book entitled, “The Truth
about Thriving in Change” (published
by Pearson Education, 2008). The book
is the culmination of lessons learned
from Kane’s academic study, his teambuilding work with Coach John
Wooden, and his corporate human resources experience and perspective.
The text serves as both an introduction and a refresher for managers
leading their teams in the challenging
times of organizational change. It is
entirely research-based, attractively

packaged, and easy to read – between
anecdotes, personal scar tissue and
common sense.
Kane is the head of human resources
at Kyowa Pharmaceutical, Inc. He
has three advanced degrees and he is
presently working toward his Ph.D.
He teaches as an adjunct professor at
Fairleigh Dickinson University, and
he guest lectures at Montclair State
University and at Rutgers University.
The book is now available at The
Town Book Store, and at major book
outlets.

The Mariners continued their undefeated season with a shutout over
the Royals led by the pitching of
Sarah Seitz, Christina Gulla and
Anne DeSantis. Sophia Barry made
several fine plays in the field.
The Blue Jays knocked off the
Indians, 7-4. Blue Jays’ Lauren
Schmeider and Indians’ Callie
Chambliss were locked in a pitcher’s
dual before Blue Jays Emma
Prvoznak and Michelle Kostyack
each banged out hits to open up a
lead. The Indians threatened late,
loading the bases before pitcher Katie
DeMasie ended the threat with a
force play at home to catcher Kaila
Vannoy.
The Blue Jays also topped the Yankees as Kostyack and Prevoznak
made their pitching debuts with

scoreless innings and Schmeider
ended the game chasing down a long
line drive to center field off the bat of
Julia Criscuolo with the bases loaded.
The Royals nipped the Red Sox
behind the pitching of Emily and
Zoe Greenberg and the defense of
Meaghan Clifford, as well as a game
saving catch by Emily Sickles. In a
1-0 thriller against the White Sox,
Tara Reardon struck out nine batters
in four innings and combined with
Emily Greenberg on a one-hitter.
Chrissy Mosco and Zoe Greenberg
had key hits and Dani Wirshafter
drove home the lone run. Alexis
Kardias tripled for the Sox.
The Athletics defeated the Yankees led by the pitching of Alexis
Kardias, the timely hitting of
Hannnah Painter and the spectacular
defense of centerfielder Julie Mucci.

SPF PAL Begins
Football Registration

WF’s Coleman Gets
All-Academic Honors

Registration for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood PAL 2008 football season will be held both Saturday, June 7, and Saturday, June
14, at the Scotch Plains Police
Department. The sign-ups will be
held from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. The
registration will be for the three
divisions: Flag Football for Grades
K-3 ($65), In House Contact for
Grade 3 ($90) and Travel for
Grades 4-8 ($130).

NEW LONDON, Conn. – The
New England Small College Athletic Conference (NESCAC) has
announced its 2008 Spring All-Academic Team Selections. Connecticut College senior women’s tennis
captain Danielle Coleman of
Westfield made her second consecutive appearance on the team.
To be honored, a student-athlete
must have reached junior academic
standing and be a varsity letter winner with a cumulative grade-point
average of at least 3.35.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE…Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood third/
fourth grade girls lacrosse team had a fun 2008 season and look forward to
building a strong team for the future.

WTA Men’s Singles Tennis Ladder Told:
There were 30 matches played.
Robert Errazo maintained the top spot
with a 10-4 win over Weldon Chin.
Paul Newsome kept second with a

WTA Men’s Masters
Singles Ladder Results
The WTA ladder season standings
for the second reporting period ending June 1 are listed. Jim Oslislo
defeated Mike McGlynn who earlier
had defeated Peter Lee. John Mancini
had earlier dual wins over Oslislo,
including a tiebreaker, and bested
Lee at the end of the period to take the
third position.
1. Jim Oslislo (5) *
2. Mike McGlynn (4) *
3. John Mancini (3) *
4. Peter Lee (4) *
5. Joe Donnolo (4) *
6. Chris Wendel (5)
7. Henry Williams (1)
8. Don Dohm
9. Dewey Rainville
10. Todd Krell
11. Brian Greenfield
( ) Matches played
*At least one match played

Report matches to
mcglynn.mike@gmail.com

10-3 win over Chin. Tom Bauer
jumped to third with a 6-2, 6-2 win
over Ethan Krell. Melvin Diep
claimed fourth with wins over Tuyen
Diep (6-2 6-4) and Krell (8-0). Krell
dropped to fifth. Richard Pardo and
Tuyen Diep lead the ladder with nine
matches played. The third reporting
period ends on June 15. Please report
all match scores to Richard Pardo at
rspardo531@msn.com.
1. Rob Errazo(2)*
22. D. Loffredo(2)*
2. P. Newsome(2)* 23. C. Wendel(4)*
3. Tom Bauer(2)*
24. F. Adriaens(3)*
4. Mel Diep(2)*
25. Tim Ko (4)*
5. Ethan Krell(4)*
26. G. Brown(1)*
6. Tuyen Diep(9)* 27. Steve Lee(1)*
7. M. Gonella (2)*
28. David Ferio(6)*
8. C. Newsome(2)* 29. C. Farella(3)*
9. Zac Friss
30. T.Bigosinski(3)*
10. Rod North(2)
31. Azim Saifee(2)*
11. Vin Camuto(1)* 32. JoeDonnolo(2)*
12. Weldon Chin(6)* 33. H. Williams(1)*
13. Rich Pardo (9)* 34. Andy Ross (3)*
14. I. Bouchouev(4)* 35. Tyler Cusick
15. Vito Nisita(5)*
36. Manny Erlich
16. Stu Gruskin(3)* 37. Kevin Gapp(2)*
17. Mike Muroff(3)* 38. B. Greenfield(1)
18. Josh Suri(6)*
39. Todd Krell
19. E. Bronander(2)* 40. Rich Boland
20. Warren Friss(1) 41. Mike Pastore
21. P. Magierski(1)* 42. Rich Stewart
*match played
( ) cumulative matches

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, JUNE 8TH FROM 1:00 TO 4:00PM
1081 Ledgewood Road

Westfield • $625,000

Welcome to this Historic Home that has been
lovingly preserved. This classic Queen Anne
Victorian home is classically detailed throughout
with handsome wood trim and floors, original panes
and stained glass windows, pocket doors, fireplace
and gracious front porch. The welcoming Front
Foyer with original woodwork and striking staircase
leads through the Living Room, Dining Room and
Kitchen. The Second Floor features an open
landing/TV area with three Bedrooms, an updated
vintage style Bath and wonderful spacious private
Balcony. The Third Floor is a private get-away
perfect as an Office or Recreation Room or fourth
Bedroom. A time-honored home with modern
updates all set on a lush property with vintage brick
driveway and patio located only 1 block from the
train, bus and town.

Weichert

Weic he r t

Mountainside . . . This spacious mid-century ranch is a private oasis at the end of a quiet cul-de-sac. Oversized rooms
include a sunken living room with focal stacked-stone fireplace, first floor family/media room with wet bar, and cherry
kitchen with granite countertops, center island, beamed cathedral ceiling, and breakfast area with brick-walled fireplace.
Sliding glass doors lead to the redwood deck and magnificent in-ground pool set amidst the privacy of mature trees and lush
landscaping. The floor plan also provides functional spaces such as a secluded home office fitted with a built-in desk and a
mudroom with laundry and full bath by the back door. (This area could also be an au-pair suite). The bedroom wing consists
of four bedrooms and two full baths including a master suite w ith walk-in closet, remodeled full bath, and door to the
adjoining bedroom for possible nursery or master sitting room. Downstairs, the full height basement provides a large
recreation room and full bath, plus additional three large unfinished rooms for storage and potential future development.
Completing the picture is a detached three car garage. Offered for $799,000. MLS #2517860

Weic he r t

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate

KATHY SHEA

Sales Associate
CELL PHONE: 908-930-9058
DIRECT: 908-301-2020
E mail: kathyshea@aol.com
website: www.realestatenjhomes.com
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.suechecchio.com
©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

SPLIT LEVEL

Weic he r t



7KLV
H[FHSWLRQDO :HVWILHOG UHVLGHQFH FXVWRP EXLOW LQ  FRPELQHV

D VSOHQGLG PL[ RI FRPIRUW DQG HOHJDQFH DQG KDV EHHQ IXUWKHU HQKDQFHG
DQG XSGDWHG E\ WKH SUHVHQW RZQHUV  7KH H[WHULRU LV VWXQQLQJ  DQG WKH
DPHQLWLHVWKLVEHDXWLIXOKRPHRIIHUVDUHHQGOHVV7KHUHDUHIORRUVRIOLYLQJ
VSDFH  EHGURRPV  IXOO EDWKV  KDOI EDWKV D KRPH WKHDWHU H[HUFLVH
URRPZLQHFHOODUDQGVRPXFKPRUH7KHFHLOLQJVDUHKLJKWKHZRRGIORRUV
JOHDPLQJDQGWKHZLQGRZVH[SDQVLYH7KHGpFRULVPRVWDSSHDOLQJDQGWKH
FRQGLWLRQ LPSHFFDEOH 7KH ORFDWLRQ LV SHUIHFW«D TXLHW FXOGHVDF MXVW
EORFNV WR GRZQWRZQ :HVWILHOG·V ILQH VKRSSLQJ EXV DQG WUDLQ

$VXSHUEYDOXHDW

WESTFIELD . . . Custom Split on a large lot featuring 4 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, hardwood
floors, CAC, Eat-In Kitchen, attached garage, circular driveway, fenced-in yard. $524,800.
MLS # 2521080

For additional information or a private tour, please call:

&DURO7HQHU

NJAR Circle of Excellence—2007 Gold Award

&DOO'LUHFW  

Invite Adie in,
and he’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 233-0065

Adie Shaalan
Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

weichert.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal Advertising

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
An ordinance was introduced by the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield on
June 3, 2008. Copies of this ordinance can
be obtained without cost in the Town Clerk’s
Office at the Westfield Town Hall, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. Monday through Friday.

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF 2007 AUDIT REPORT OF
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD AS REQUIRED BY N.J.S. 40A:5-7
COMBINED COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEETS - STATUTORY BASIS

ASSETS

This ordinance is scheduled for adoption on June 17, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE

Cash and Investments
Taxes, Assessments, Liens and
Utility Charges Receivable
Property Acquired for Taxes Assessed Value
Accounts Receivable
Deferred Charges to Future To
Revenue of Future Years
Deferred Charges to Future Taxation General Capital
General Fixed Assets
TOTAL ASSETS

DECEMBER
31, 2007

DECEMBER
31, 2006

$ 2,413,678.82

$ 2,865,502.43

236,744.65

206,711.65

12,279.00
1,856,616.21

12,279.00
1,812,292.36

327,201.79
10,805,167.00
7,487,562.64

7,608,289.00
7,423,627.77

$ 23,139,250.11

$ 19,928,702.21

Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on April
23, 2008, denied approval for a minor
subdivision and C variance for property
owned by Paul DiFrancesco at 85 Woodland Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, being Block 20 and Lot 19.
Documents pertaining to this application are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.
Pat Hoynes
Secretary
Fanwood Planning Board
For
Paul DiFrancesco
2214 Edgewood Terrace
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
1 T- 6/5/08, The Times
Fee: $19.89
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PUBLIC NOTICE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETING
(PURSUANT TO P.L. 2007 CHAPTER 53)
TYPE OF MEETING:

Regular Board Meeting

DATE OF MEETING:

June 26,2008

LOCATION:

Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME:

730 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING:

Pursuant to P.L. 2007, Chapter 53, the Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education is providing public notice
of its intent to take action to amend and/or modify
contract terns and conditions of the school district’s
central office personnel. At this meeting the Board will
permit the public to make comments on these contracts. Copies of these contracts are available by
contacting Anthony DeI Sordi, Business
AdministratorIBoard Secretary.
Fee: $37.74

1 T- 6/5/08, The Times

LIABILITIES, RESERVES AND FUND BALANCE
Bonds and Notes Payable
Improvement Authorizations
Other Liabilities and Special Funds
Reserve for Certain Assets Receivable
Fund Balances
Investment in General Fixed Assets
TOTAL LIABILITIES, RESERVES
AND FUND BALANCE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF AUDIT REPORT FOR PUBLICATION

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1918
AN ORDINANCE TO INTRODUCE THE MUNICIPAL
STORMWATER CONTROL
ORDINANCE, IN THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, AND
PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR
VIOLATIONS

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal Advertising

PUBLIC NOTICE

Thursday, June 5, 2008

$ 6,070,000.00
6,198,285.49
2,107,062.04
348,575.87
927,764.07
7,487,562.64

$ 4,720,000.00
4,312,109.21
1,829,471.41
326,041.29
1,317,452.53
7,423,627.77

$ 23,139,250.11

$ 19,928,702.21

COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS AND CHANGE
IN FUND BALANCE - CURRENT FUND-STATUTORY BASIS

SPECIAL MEETING
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on June
16, 2008 in the Council Chambers in the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30pm to hear
and consider the following appeal for variance relief from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance:
Millenium Properties, 1464 East
Broad Street, Applicant is seeking permission to construct four town house style
condominium units contrary to the following Sections of the Land Use Ordinance.
List of New c.40:55D-70c and d variances requested
§11.06A - Ordinance allows use as a
single family dwelling. Proposed use is 4
townhouse style condominium units.
§11.06E7 - Ordinance requires a minimum rear yard setback of 35 feet. Proposed is 9.35 feet.
§11.06E9/§12.04E - Ordinance allows
a Maximum Floor Area Ratio of 25% or a
maximum of 8,000 square feet. Proposed
is 35.1%, equivalent to 9,600 square feet.
§11.06E10/§12.04F - Ordinance allows
a maximum building coverage of 15% or a
maximum of 4,000 square feet. Proposed
is 19.6% equivalent to 5,432 square feet.
§11.06E1 – Ordinance allows a maximum density of 3.6 dwelling units per acre.
Proposed is 6.4 dwellings units per acre.
§17.03B1 - Ordinance prohibits parking
in the street side yard. Parking in the street
side yard is proposed.
Application deemed complete March
28, 2008. 120 day decision date July 26,
2008.
Formal action may be taken.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
The application and plans are on file in
the office of the Secretary of the Board of
Adjustment, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey and may be seen
Monday through Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm.
Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Westfield Board of
Adjustment
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $48.45

YEAR 2007

YEAR 2006

$ 920,000.00

$ 895,834.47

2,858,380.19
189,788.29
23,062,201.53

2,973,064.78
124,199.49
22,082,986.59

$ 27,030,370.01

$ 26,076,085.33

$ 8,385,883.56
3,961,900.23
14,437,478.32
5,796.36

$ 7,538,080.69
3,773,996.16
13,789,922.48
16,058.52

$ 26,791,058.47

$ 25,118,057.85

REVENUE AND OTHER INCOME REALIZED
Fund Balance Utilized
Miscellaneous - From Other Than Local
Property Tax Levies
Collection of Delinquent Taxes
Collection of Current Tax Levy
Total Income
EXPENDITURES
Budget Expenditures:
County Taxes
Regional High School Taxes
Miscellaneous
Total Expenditures

Excess in Revenue
$ 239,311.54
Adjustment to Income Before Fund Balance:
Expenditures Included above which are by Statute
Deferred Charges to Budgets of Succeeding Years 325,000.00
Statutory Excess to Fund Balance
Fund Balance
Balance, January 1

958,027.48

$ 564,311.54

$ 958,027.48

1,235,246.78
$ 1,799,558.32

1,173,053.77
$ 2,131,081.25

Decreased by:
Utilized as Anticipated Revenue
Balance, December 31

$

920,000.00

895,834.47

$ 879,558.32

$ 1,235,246.78

RECOMMENDATIONS
That all non-cash transactions and adjustments be recorded in the current fund general
ledger.
That all approved budgetary transfers be properly recorded in the appropriation
reserve ledger.
That all vouchers contain the required signatures, support documentation and approvals prior to their payments.
That the encumbrance accounting system be completely maintained.
That all payroll transactions be reviewed, verified and correctly calculated.
That all departmental funds collected be remitted to the treasurer within 48 hours of
receipt as per N.J.S.A. 40A:5-15.


5HPLQLVFHQW RIKRPHV EXLOWLQ WKH ·VWKLV &ODVVLF 6KLQJOH 6W\OH&RORQLDOFXVWRP
GHVLJQHG DQG EXLOW E\ PDVWHU EXLOGHU 7RGG $QQLV ZLOO WDNH \RXU EUHDWK DZD\
6SHFWDFXODU LQ HYHU\ VHQVH«VXSHUE FUDIWVPDQVKLS VXSHULRU DUFKLWHFWXUDO GHWDLO
H[FHSWLRQDO GHVLJQ DQG EHDXWLIXO DSSRLQWPHQWV DQG DPHQLWLHV WKURXJKRXW  7KLV
URRPKRPHSURYLGHVZRQGHUIXOOLYLQJVSDFHZLWKDVSHFWDFXODUNLWFKHQDQGIDPLO\
URRP7KLVQHZUHVLGHQFHUHIOHFWVWKHDWWHQWLRQWRGHWDLODQGUHILQHGVRSKLVWLFDWLRQ
DQGXWLOL]HVWKHVDPHSULQFLSOHVRIXQGHUVWDWHGHOHJDQFHDQGXQFRPSURPLVHGTXDOLW\
WKDW \RX·YH FRPHWR H[SHFW  IURP 6LPSVRQ·V %XLOGHUV   %HDXWLIXOO\ VLWXDWHG LQ ´7KH
*DUGHQVµDPRQJRWKHUSUHPLHUKRPHVWKLVKRPHLVDVXSHUEYDOXHDW
For additional information or a private tour, please call:

&DURO7HQHU

NJAR Circle of Excellence—1984-2007

&DOO'LUHFW  

A Corrective Action Plan, which outlines actions the Borough of Fanwood will take to
correct the findings listed above, will be prepared in accordance with federal and state
requirements. A copy of it will be placed on file and made available for public inspection
in the Office of the Municipal Clerk of the Borough of Fanwood.
The above summary or synopsis was prepared from the report of audit of the Borough
of Fanwood, County of Union, for the calendar year 2007. This report of audit, submitted
by Suplee, Clooney & Company, Registered Municipal Accountants and Certified Public
Accountants, is on file at the Borough Clerk’s office and may be inspected by any
interested person.
Eleanor McGovern, Clerk
1 T – 6/5/08, The Times
Fee: $147.90

600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 233-0065

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.
ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

MOUNTAINSIDE

SPLIT LEVEL

$759,000

MOUNTAINSIDE

SPLIT LEVEL

$849,000

WESTFIELD

NEW CONSTRUCTION

$1,569,000

Entertaining will be a joy in this spacious and freshly painted 5 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths, Split on
a corner lot near a park. Enjoy an updated gourmet Eat-In-Kitchen, and Recreation and
Game rooms. Separate suite with an Eat-In-Kitchen and private entrance. Central Air, InGround Pool, 2 car oversized garage. MLS # 2517899

Spacious updated 4 Bedrooms and 2.5 Baths Split Level home on a level lot. Enjoy your
professionally landscaped property from 2 decks or through the many large picture and bay
windows. Updated kitchen (2005), downdraft Jenn Air Range/Gas top and electric Convection
Oven, Corian Counters, Pella Windows, custom tile backsplash and cherry cabinets and
door frames. Dining Room features a large 14 pane Prairie Style Pella Window, crown molding
and chair rail. Living Room and Den both feature fireplaces and built-in bookcases. The Den
is brightened by both a skylight and a large Mullioned Picture Window. Located on a quiet
dead end street. Moments from the Watchung Reservation‘s Children‘s Park and Trailside
Nature Center. MLS # 2518174

This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom
interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large
center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast nook,
wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood burning fireplace w/
marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will host a full bath, closets, dry bar
& bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room &
walk up attic. The master suite will include his/her walk in closets, fireplace & a spa like retreat
w/Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283 for more details. MLS # 2488244

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

FANWOOD

EXPANDED RANCH

$589,000

Enjoy the convenience of one floor living in the beautifully maintained Expanded Ranch on
a quiet street in Westfield. Entrance foyer leads to a sunken living room, formal dining room,
eat in kitchen, three bedrooms and a full bath. The second level has a fourth bedroom and
powder room; plus an attic room for storage, or can be finished as a fifth bedroom or family
room. This second level has potential for a mother/daughter, master bedroom suite, or guest
quarters. A corner lot with garage & driveway plus a fully fenced in yard with in ground pool
and large shed. Just minutes to the Garden State Parkway. MLS # 2504140

VICTORIAN

$1,125,000

Elegant Victorian built in 2006 boasting quality architectural design and amenities combined
with a light infused floor plan. Coffered ceilings, deluxe mill work, gourmet kitchen with
granite, custom wood cabinets, center island, Viking & Bosch appliances and sliders to paver
patio. 5 generous sized bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, 3rd floor balcony, mahogany front porch and
a fully fenced in yard. Set on a professionally landscaped lot just moments from schools,
town and transportation. MLS # 2472150

weichert.com
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.
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Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

SPLIT LEVEL

$479,500

Move-in Condition. Meticulously updated 3 bedroom ground entry split. Exterior - newer
siding, windows, roof, paver walkway, driveway, landscaping and more. Interior - remodeled
eat-in-kitchen, hardwood floors, newer Berber carpet in Family room. 2 Tier deck with awning
and hot tub, 1 car oversized garage. MLS # 2521786
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD

furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above mentioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. (N.J.S.A. 40A:1121) Each bid must also be accompanied
by a Surety Company Certificate stating
that said Surety company will provide the
bidder with the required Performance bond
in the full amount of the Contract (N.J.S.A.
40A:11-22), by a Non-Collusion Affidavit
and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement,
Statement of Ownership, on the forms
included in and explained in the contract
documents.
Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and must pay workmen the prevailing wage rates promulgated by the New Jersey State Department of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town engineer.
This project is being funded by a Transportation Trust Fund Grant administered
by the New Jersey Department of Transportation.
Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured ($50.00) at the office of the Town
Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
non-refundable cost of contract documents
is $50.00 made payable to the Town of
Westfield, which must be paid in cash or
certified check. The Mayor and Council
reserve the right to reject any bid, and to
waive any informality in any bid, if in the
interest of the Town, it is deemed advisable to do so.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $73.44

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Tuesday,
June 17, 2008, for the
“2008 IMPROVEMENT OF
WESTFIELD AVENUE IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY”.
The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.
The major items of work under this contract include, but are not limited to, the
following in estimated quantities:
100 tons of 4 inch thick Superpave Hot
Mix Asphalt Base Course
1,100 tons of 2 inch thick Superpave Hot
Mix Asphalt Surface Course
9,600 square yards of Milling, Variable
thickness
25 cubic yards of roadway excavation,
unclassified
150 linear feet of granite block curbing
1,500 square feet of 4 inch thick concrete walk
Due to the job site’s proximity to
Lincoln School, all construction must
be completed by August 22, 2008. All
bidders must submit with their bid a
copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to submit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.
Proposals shall be in writing on the forms

Boutsikaris and Panagos
Receive Teaching Awards

PROM NIGHT VISIT…Before heading off to the prom, Ryan Brand and Samantha
Cavanaugh visited Ryan’s grandmother, Dorothy Hingel, and some of her friends
at the Westfield Senior Citizens Housing Building. The women were all waiting out
front when they arrived and were so excited to see Ryan and his date.
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission adopted
a Resolution at its May 19, 2008 meeting
for the following application heard at its
April 28, 2008 meeting:
Wallace and Linda Parker, 243 Kimball
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
replace existing garage with garage in a
style similar to the house. Application approved.
1 T- 5/29/08, The Leader
Fee: $13.77

AUGUST MEETING
CANCELLATION NOTICE
The Planning Board of the Borough of
Fanwood has canceled the August 18,
2008 and August 27, 2008 meetings previously scheduled for 7:30 PM at Fanwood
Borough Hall, Mayor and Council Chambers, 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey at 7:30 PM.
Pat Hoynes
Planning Board Secretary
1 T - 6/5/08, The Times
Fee: $13.77

www.PruNewJersey.com
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Westfield

Springfield

Scotch Plains

Cranford

512 Dorian Place
Just Listed! Loaded with
charm! Spacious 9 room
Colonial features living
room with fireplace,
formal dining room,
kitchen with breakfast
nook, 4 bedrooms and
a cozy screened porch.

8 Clinton Lane
Private, tranquility on
picturesque cul-de-sac!
Spacious Colonial features
10 rooms, 5 bedrooms
and 2.2 baths. Backyard
has in-ground pool,
cabana, lush landscaping,
.98 acre property.

DIR: Rahway Ave. to
Dorian Rd. to Dorian Pl.

Just Stunning!
“Colonial Style” Cape
Cod home offers 4
bedrooms and 2.1
baths, large great room
addition, lovely updated
kitchen and beautiful
.39 acre property. Extra
den makes an ideal au
pair suite w/separate
access!

503 Central Avenue
Location! Location!
Desirable tree-lined
Central Avenue is the
setting for this 7 room
Colonial with 4
bedrooms, large eat-in
kitchen and sunporch.
Large property offers
expansion possibilities.

Priced at $637,000

Priced at $839,000

resale

new homes

WESTFIELD OFFICE

fine homes

908.232.5664

DIR: Cooper Rd. to Terrill Rd.,
make left and right onto
Clinton Ln.

DIR: Orange to Craig,
left on Central.

Now $899,500

relocation

mortgage

Priced at $489,000

title

215 North Avenue West

insurance

Westfield, NJ 07090
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REALTOR ®

WESTFIELD – Public scholl teach- Council of Teachers of English. She
ers Alexandra Boutsikaris and Dona has been featured in the publication,
Panagos were named Outstanding In- Who’s Who Among America’s Teachtermediate School Teachers for 2008 ers, as well.
by the Optimist Club of Westfield.
“It is so rewarding for me to have
They were honored at the Westfield the opportunity each day to work
Board of Education meeting on June 3. with so many dedicated, enthusiastic,
They are the recipients of the 11th and hard-working students whom I
annual Optimist award,
develop rich connecestablished in 1998, to
tions with through their
recognize the imporwriting and reading,”
tance of teaching in inMs. Boutsikaris said.
termediate grades. The
“I feel so fortunate to
award is presented anwatch my students
nually to two Westfield
grow personally and
teachers – one each
academically as they
from Edison and
advance
through
Roosevelt Intermediate
middle school.”
Schools.
“I would like to thank
Ms. Boutsikaris has
the Optimist Club of
been a Language Arts
Westfield,
the
teacher to sixth graders
Westfield
Public
Alexandra Boutsikaris
at Edison since SepSchools and the staff,
tember 1996, having taught fifth grade parents and students of Edison Interat Jefferson School from 1990 to 1996. mediate School for this wonderful
She holds a Bachelor of Science de- honor,” she continued.
gree in elementary education with a
The second 2008 Optimist winner
minor in English from the University is Dona Panagos, a mathematics
of Delaware and a Master of Arts teacher at Roosevelt Intermediate
degree in reading from
School. She began
Montclair State Univerteaching in Westfield in
sity. She is a certified
1974, and has taught
reading specialist and
mathematics at both inteacher.
termediate schools and
Ms. Boutsikaris is
Westfield High School.
part of the Leadership
Ms. Panagos holds a
Team at Edison and has
Bachelor of Science debeen serving as team
gree in mathematics
leader of the sixth grade
with a minor in educaCougar Team for six
tion from Hartwick
years. She is the co-adCollege in Oneonta,
viser of Edison InterN.Y., and a Master of
mediate School’s LiterArts degree in math
Dona Panagos
ary Arts Magazine, and
education from Kean
also a member of the International University.
Reading Association, the National
She is currently on the executive
board of the Westfield Education AssoPUBLIC NOTICE
ciation as the legislative representative.
“In all my years of teaching, I have
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
always
had students come through
Public Notice is hereby given that the
my door who achieve the goals I set
ordinance as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
for them,” Ms. Panagos said. “I feel
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
very honored my students connect
June 3, 2008.
with me, both in the classroom and
Claire J. Gray Town Clerk
outside. I’ve taught a legacy of
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1916
Roosevelt parents and children, and
AN ORDINANCE ESTABit’s nice to know I’ve touched them
LISHING AN HISTORIC PRESall in a special way.”
ERVATION COMMISSION
AND PROVIDING FOR THE
DESIGNATION AND PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC DISTRICTS AND HISTORIC
LANDMARKS IN THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD
SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2154
BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE IMPROVEMENT OF WESTFIELD AVENUE (FROM PARK STREET
TO GROVE STREET) IN, BY
AND FOR THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, IN THE COUNTY
OF UNION, NEW JERSEY, TO
APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF
$210,000 TO PAY THE COST
THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO APPROPRIATE
A
STATE
GRANT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO
FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE
FOR THE ISSUANCE OF
BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES
IN ANTICIPATION OF THE
ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader

Fee: $35.70

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.
Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

SCOTCH PLAINS

$629,900

Meticulously maintained spacious Split Level on
nearly 1/3 acre of professionally landscaped
property. Includes 8 large rooms, 3 Bedrooms,
2.5 baths, freshly painted interior and is close
to NYC transportation.

WESTFIELD

$898,000

Classic 10 room Colonial with gourmet Eat-In
Kitchen, 4 large Bedrooms, 2.5 updated baths,
large 1st floor Family Room, huge finished basement, private backyard with custom deck, 3-zone
CAC and gleaming hardwood floors.

WESTFIELD

$1,735,000

Home has been totally expanded and enlarged
in 2000 with attention to Colonial detail and
energy efficiency. Includes 5 Bedrooms, 4.5
baths, 6-zone heat, 3-zone CAC. Radiant heat
in Family Room, breakfast area and Kitchen.
Hot water radiator rest of house.

WESTFIELD

$1,650,000

Better than new 2001 Colonial with 13 rooms includes
5 Bedrooms, 5.5 baths. Stunning home with many
recent improvements including home theater on 3rd
floor and wine cellar in beautifully finished basement.
Light and bright home with great floor plan and quiet
cul-de-sac location so close to the center of town.

WESTFIELD

$560,000

SCOTCH PLAINS

$750,000

Immaculate home ready to move right in! Includes 7 rooms and offers 4 Bedrooms, 4 baths,
Master Bedroom with full bath on both 1st and
2nd floors plus 2 additional full baths, updated
Eat-In Kitchen, 15’ x 9’ Sunroom and Living/
Dining combo.

Situated on .36 acre lot at the end of a cul-desac in the lovely Parkwood section. Offers 9
rooms and includes 4 Bedrooms, 3 baths, many
updates including Kitchen, 2 baths, windows
and roof. Also offers an inviting first floor Family Room with skylights and vaulted ceiling.

MOUNTAINSIDE

MOUNTAINSIDE

$599,900

Gracious and spacious true one floor living with
great floor plan. Ranch includes 6 rooms, 2 full
baths, foyer, Living Room with stone fireplace
and built-in bookcases and Formal Dining Rom.
Great condition with many recent improvements.

$579,900

This wonderful home situated on over 1/3
acre sold for 95% of its list price in only 44
days. Contact any of our extraordinary
agents and let them design a personalized
marketing plan for your home.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
June 2, 2008
The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on June
16, 2008 in the Council Chambers at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to
hear and consider the following appeal for
variance relief from the requirements of
Westfield Land Use Ordinance.
Millenium Properties (the ‘Applicant’)
located at 1941 Oak Tree Road, Suite
302, Edison, New Jersey seeks permission to demolish a single family residence
located at 1464 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey (also known as
Block No. 3902, Lot 1 on the Tax Maps for
the Town of Westfield) and to construct
four town house style condominium units.
The property is located in a single family,
RS-12 zone district; the construction of
town house style condonimiums is not
permitted in the RS-12 zone district.
The Application requires use variance
relief pertinent to the following requirements of the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:
1. PERMITTED USE: Section 11.06A.1
requires construction of single family residences. The Applicant seeks a variance to
construct four town house style condominium units.
2. SIDE STREET PARKING PROHIBITED. Section 17.03B.1 prohibits parking
in any front yard or street side yard, provided that parking accessary to singlefamily and two-family dwellings shall be
permitted in the driveway area leading
from the street upon which the premises
involved is located. The applicant is seeking a variance to have parking on driveways for the proposed town house style
condominiums.
The Application requires bulk variance
relief pertinent to the following requirements of the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:
1. MINIMUM REARYARD. Section
11.06E.7 requires a rearyard of 35 feet.
There presently exists a rearyard of approximately 119 feet from the rear of the
existing residential home to the rear property line. The applicant proposes a rearyard
of 9.35 feet from the rear of the proposed
structure to the rear property line.
2. MAXIMUM BUILDING COVERAGE:
Sections 11.06E(10) and 12.04F.1 permit
maximum lot coverage by a building to
cover 15 % of the lot area, but not above
4,000 square feet. The applicant seeks a
variance to permit it to construct four town
house style condominium units have lot
coverage of 19.9%, being 5,432 square
feet on a lot size of 27,347 square feet.
3. MAXIMUM F.A.R. FOR SINGLE
FAMILY DWELLING UNITS: Sections
11.06E(9) and 12.04G permit a maximum
floor area ration of 25%, but not to exceed
8,000 square feet. The applicant seeks a
variance to permit it to construct four town
house style condominium units have a
floor area ratio of 35.1% and being 9,600
square feet.
4. MAXIMUM DENSITY. Section
11.06E.1 permits maximum density of 3.6
dwelling units per acre. The applicant seeks
a variance to permit it to construct four
town house style condominium units with
a density of 6.4 dwelling units per acre.
The Applicant also seeks approval of
any and all other relief not indicated above
that may be determined necessary during
the course of the public hearings. If the
matter is not concluded on that date, additional public hearing dates may be ordered and scheduled. This notice is sent
to you on behalf of the applicant by order
of the Board.
Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attorney, and be given an opportunity to be
heard with respect to this application.
Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Lindabury, McCormick,
Estabrook & Cooper
53 Cardinal Drive, PO Box 2369
Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tel. (908) 233-6800
Attorneys for Applicant,
Millenium Properties
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $89.25

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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SEEKING APARTMENT

P/T GENERAL MGR FUN BUS

Professional male seeks
studio apartment in Westfield.
Private home; non-smoker;
conscientious.
Call (719) 314-8259

The Fun Bus, is seeking a strong
candidate to manage the day-today activities of the Union County
franchise. Great oppty for stay-athome parent. Candidate will be
working with children 2-7 years
old. Training provided. Position
starts at approx 20 hours and can
grow to full-time. Hours vary.
Some weekends. Work from home
25-40%. Must be willing to drive
the Fun Bus (will train). No special
driver’s license required.
$12-15/Hour
Email resumes to:
union@funbuses.com or
Fax: (732) 452-9001
Visit us at: www.funbuses.com
Phone: (732) 452-9000

DINING ROOM SET

Beautiful mahogany table
with two leaves, six upholstered
chairs, china cabinet and sideboard, all in pristine condition.
Call (908) 789-0659
EXPERT MATH TUTOR

Cert. math teacher, MA, offers
tutoring in all areas of math from
elementary through calculus &
statistics, plus SATs and
enrichment. Available now thru
summer. Patient, experienced.
Excellent references, great
results. Call Mel, (732) 603-9521.
MASSAGE THERAPY

Massage
(908) 232-8833
204 Lenox Ave.
Westfield, NJ 07090
open 7 days a week
10a.m. - 9p.m.
INTERIOR DECORATING

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Custom draperies,
slipcovers & upholstery
Shop at Home
Call Joyce at (908) 917-0776
FABULOUS

Window Treatments
Interior Designing
by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

APT FOR RENT - LINDEN

Sat. June 7, 8am-2pm
First Baptist Church of Westfield,
170 Elm St, across from
Trader Joe’s, Proceeds Benefit
Mothers & More of Union County,
Clothing, Baby Gear, Toys

Luxury apartment - 5 rms, 2
bedrms, 2 bths, laundry hookup,
balcony, off-street parking, separate entrance in 2 family quiet
house. 5 min walk to NYC train. 1
or 2 adults, No pets/No smoking.
$1450/mo, utils not included plus
1-1/2 mos security (917) 930-3095
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
1936 sqft
1st floor with parking
(908) 757-5844
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Prime Office Space
1085 Sq. Ft. 2nd Floor
Available August 1, 2008
$2,695.00 per month
(201) 891-1130
Westfield
Prime Office Space
400 Sq. Ft.
Available May 1, 2008
$800 per month
(201) 891-1130

CHILD CARE

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Looking for someone to watch my
3 year old and 1 1/2 year old in my
Scotch Plains home starting in
Sept. from 7am-4pm, Tues-Fri.
Must drive. (908) 264-8400

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING
If you don’t have time to clean,
I will do it for you!
Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

Fri, June 6 & Sat, June 7
9AM-1PM
918 Irving Ave., Westfield
Something for Everyone

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

We Have Experience in
Nightly Office Cleaning.
Please Call Neide or Monica
(201) 726-8580

GARAGE SALE

AGENTS WANTED

Happy Handyman Service
Interior - Exterior Repairs
Deck and Fence Sealing
Honey - Do - Lists
House - Walkway washing
(9 0 8) 2 1 7 - 2 1 0 8

OFFICE CLEANING

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Scotch Plains. Nice one bedroom
apt, on 2nd floor of house in quiet
neighborhood. Lr, br, kitch, bth,
carpet, cable. $950/mth plus utilities. Avail. July 1. (908) 889-7423

Improve your quality of life!
Consider a Career in Real Estate!
Interviewing new and exp. agents
Corporate Training Program
Prudential NJ Properties
(908) 232-5664 ext. 103
Ask for Margie
SMALL PROJECT SPECIALIST

PHOTOGRAPHY

CLASSIFIEDS

SUMMER CHILD CARE WANTED

3 children ages 10-13, Mon-Thurs,
8:30am-1:30pm, $15 per hour, car
required and references. Excellent
opportunity for a college student.
(908) 232-1197
FREE BRICKS

FREE
80 BRICKS
CALL (908) 232-8570

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 5/29/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-482
amending (Resolution No.2007-538)
AWARD TO: Youth Services Commission
SERVICES: with no increase in funding
this amended resolution would further
authorize the transfer of funds among the
funded municipalities/agencies during the
contract period should service needs
change and/or if any of the funded municipalities/agencies fail to meet its contractual obligation, upon approval by the Juvenile Justice Commission.
PERIOD: June1, 2008- December 31,
2008
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $27.03

HUGE RUMMAGE SALE!

2 FAM. HOUSE FOR SALE

Scotch Plains. Large 2 family
house for sale, two 3BR apts.,
2 car garage, close to town, nice
investment opportunity. $569,000.
Call
Ray
Pardon
at
(908) 370-7067. ERA SUBURB
REALTY AGENCY 1773 East
Second Street, Scotch Plains
(908) 322-4434 ext 119
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 5/29/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-516
amending (Resolution No. 2008-423)
AWARDED TO: Schenck, Price, Smith
& King, Morristown, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special counsel in the
matter entitled Edgardo Ortiz v.UC, et al
COSTS: for additional sum of $2,500 for
a new total contract amount not to exceed
$37,500
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 5/29/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008- 512
amending (Resolution No.2008-272)
AWARDED TO: Palumbo & Renaud,
Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special counsel in the
matter entitled EduardoTapari v. UC, et
al
COSTS: for additional sum of $10,000
for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $45,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Sat, June 7th, 9AM-1PM
Household Items, furniture, toys,
clothes and much more!
711 Clarence Street, Westfield
(off Scotch Plains Ave.)
No Early Birds
GARAGE SALE

WESTFIELD
Sunday, June 8
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
729 Shackamaxon Dr.
Lots of great stuff for home
and college dorm rooms!
GARAGE SALE - SAT. JUNE 7

2100 Algonquin Drive
Scotch Plains, Off Hetfield Ave
9am - 1pm
LR Chairs, Recliner, Toys,
Wood Headboards, Lamps,
Other Good Quality Items
PUBLIC NOTICE

SATURDAY, JUNE 7th
9 am - 12 noon
MOUNTAINSIDE LIBRARY
Constitution Plaza
Mountainside
Huge yard sale--Toys, furniture,
household items, collectibles,
kitchenware, etc. Rain or Shine.
GARAGE SALE

1796 Lamberts Mill Rd
Scotch Plains
SATURDAY, JUNE 7th
*(9-1)* no early birds
Furniture, home decor, electronics, clothes & much more.
Don’t miss this one!!!
MOVING SALE

Sat. 6/7, 9AM-4PM
81 Kempshall Terr. Fanwood
Mahogany DR set, beautiful 4door lighted curio cabinet, wrought
iron and wood tables, chairs,
sofabed, twin bed, futon, treadmill, bedspreads, quilts, diving
gear, lots of nice picture frames,
holiday decorations and more.
PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS
Public notice is hereby given that I, Colleen M. Huehn, Collector of Taxes of the
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union will sell at public auction on WEDNESDAY, JUNE
11, 2008, in the Mayor and Council chambers at the Borough Municipal Building, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at 9:00 o’clock in the morning or at such
later time and place to which said sale may then be adjourned, all of the several lots and
parcels of land assessed to the respective persons whose names are set opposite each
respective parcel as the owner thereof for the total amount of municipal liens chargeable
against said lands respectively, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et seq. as computed
to the 11th day of June 2008.
Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of
municipal liens chargeable against each parcel of said land assessed as one parcel,
together with interest and costs to the date of the sale. Said lands will be sold at the lowest
rate of interest bid, not to exceed 18%. Payment for said parcels shall be made prior to
the conclusion of the sale in the form of cash, certified check or money order or other
method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will be resold.
Properties for which there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the
Borough of Fanwood at an interest rate of 18%.
At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property
with interest and costs. Payments must be in the form of cash, certified check or money
order.
Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et
seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.). In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.
In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.
The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:
BLK
22
26
27
55
60

LOT
6
51
60
10
2

61
64
66
66
116

2.01
10
2
3
62

116

90

OWNER NAME
Johnson, Kevin & Aretha
Kiss, Joseph & Evelyn
Clark, Charles & Jill
SJF Real Estate Holding
Patel, Hasmukh &
Mahendra
Twelve Springs Inc
Messercola Bros Bldg
Seaboard Associates
Seaboard Associates
Roane, I. & Griffin, S. &
Murray
Bates, Keith

PROPERTY LOCATION TOTAL DUE
70 Portland Avenue
$ 7,901.86
24 Mary Lane
$ 5,735.39
162 Farley Avenue
$ 6,526.06
65 South Avenue
$ 5,774.76
190 South Avenue
209 South Avenue
34 S Martine Avenue
265 South Avenue
275 South Avenue

$
252.87
$ 4,331.85
$ 5,296.27
$27,578.23
$14,713.37

71 Trenton Avenue
1 Saville Row

$ 6,703.83
$ 9,319.00
Colleen M. Huehn
Collector of Taxes
Fee: $334.56

4 T - 5/15, 5/22, 5/29, 6/5/08, The Times

Westfield
Gutter-Clean
L.L.C.
Cleaning, Repairs and
Installations
Seamless Gutters
Free Estimates / Insured

Call Joe:
732-371-5054

Murph

908-232-2268

GARAGE SALE

No Job Too Small
Free Estimates,
Pickup & Delivery

Heather LeBreton 908-644-7926
www.herbal-nutrition.net/hblebreton

DECKS
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
BASEMENTS and
of course ADDITIONS
John Killoran

YARD SALE

FURNITURE
Refinish - Restore - Repair

Increased energy
Weight Management
Strengthened immunity
Feel and be healthier with all
natural products

Page 19

HUGE GARAGE SALE!!

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE SALE!
Large assortment of items!
Condo’s on corner of
Lawrence Ave & 260 Walnut St
WESTFIELD
Sat. June 7th: 8am - 2pm

J&R

Life is a gift . . . live
healthier with Herbalife!

Construction

Thursday, June 5, 2008

908-233-8956

CELEBRATING OUR 22ND YEAR IN BUSINESS!

B&D

Co., Inc.

Fine Quality Homes
CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

ALTER

PLUMBING
and
HEATING

CIAL
COMMER
RESID
ENTIA
L
ATIONS

908-654-7505

Leo C. White Jr.

LICENSE #7638

REPAIRS / SERVICE WORK / SMALL DRAIN CLEANING
WATER HEATER SPECIALISTS
NO JOB TOO SMALL / WE DO IT ALL

Office: 908.654.9098
Cell: 908.233.9588
www.murphconstruction.com

JOHN DeNICOLA JR.

Ceramic Tile
and Marble
Contractor, LLC
Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
Ceramic Tile - Patio & Decks

908-232-7383
Owner Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

Ed & the Boys
Home renovations and
handyman service.
Kitchens, baths,
basements, additions
and more.

Wallpaper
Custom
Painting

By Diego Serrano
TOTAL RESTORATION

For honest, reliable and
quality work call:

(973) 479-1718

973-819-5720

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

Cursi

BRICK – BL
OCK – CONCRETE – ST
ONE
BLOCK
STONE

MASON CONTRACTOR

For ALL Your Masonry and Building Needs
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

732-388-3151

Free Estimates – Fully Insured (#13vh03917500)

ROMAN
Home Improvements

All Types of Carpentry
• Emergency Repairs
• Blacktop Seal Coating
• Gutters
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Three SP-F Students
Take Home Poetry Awards

MUSICALLY INCLINED…Pictured from left to right, Elena Tinfow, Daniela
Weiner, Melvin Diep, Ben Baron, Nathanael Udell and Ellen Scariati will perform
in the Junior Musical Club of Westfield’s annual senior recital on June 9, at 7:30
p.m. at the First Baptist Church, located at 170 Elm Street.

Westfield HS Seniors Hold
Annual Musical Recital
WESTFIELD – The Junior Musical Club of Westfield will hold its
annual senior recital at the First Baptist Church, 170 Elm Street, on June
9, at 7:30 p.m. The concert is open to
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 5/29/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-513
amending (Resolution No. 2007-637)
AWARDED TO: LaCorte, Bundy,
Varady & Kinsella, Union, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special counsel in the
matter entitled Robrt Travisano v. UC,
Freeholders, et al
COSTS: for additional sum of $10,000
for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $20,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE

the public and is free of charge.
Westfield High School (WHS) senior Ben Baron will play Carl Maria
von Weber’s “Andante e Rondo
Ungarese.”
WHS senior Ellen Scariati will sing
“Das Verlassene Magdelein” by Hugo
Wolf, and “Volta La Terrea, Fronte
Alle Stelle” by Guiseppe Verdi. Her
accompanist will be Fritz Zeigler.
WHS senior Daniela Weiner will
sing “Glitter and Be Gay” from
Leonard Bernstein’s operetta
“Candide,” accompanied by Steve
Shevlino; “Ride Up in the Chariot,”
arranged by Betty Jackson King and
accompanied by Deborah Eberts; and
“Alleluia” by W. A. Mozart, accompanied by Marissa Berlant.
WHS senior Melvin Diep will play
“Dumka,” Op. 59 by Pyotr
Tchaikovsky and “Etude Tableau” in
A Minor, Op. 36, No. 6 by Sergei
Rachmaninov.
WHS senior Elena Tinfow will play
“Capriccio” in F Minor by Johannes
Brahms and “Waltz” in C Minor by
Frederic Chopin.
PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY
ORDINANCE: 669-2008
FIRST READING: 5/29/2008
The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, was introduced
and passed upon first reading at a meeting of the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, on May 29, 2008. It will be further considered for
final passage, after public hearing thereon, at a meeting of said Board of Chosen
Freeholders to be held at the County Administration Building, Elizabethtown Plaza,
Elizabeth, New Jersey, on June 26, 2008 at 7:00 P.M. During the week prior to and up
to and including the date of such meeting copies of the full ordinance will be available at
no cost and during regular business hours, at the Clerk of the Board of Chosen
Freeholders’ office for the members of the general public who shall request the same. The
summary of the terms of such bond ordinance follows:
TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL
OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS EQUIPMENT AND
AN INTEREST IN REAL PROPERTY IN, BY AND FOR THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF
$26,164,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE A STATE
GRANT, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE
OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE
FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.
The purposes, appropriations, bonds/notes authorized and grant appropriated in this
multipurpose bond ordinance are as follows:
SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS
A. Department of Engineering and Public Works, Division of Engineering - Undertaking
of various engineering services in connection with various infrastructure projects.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$
$
$
15

750,000
37,500
712,500
years

B. Department of Engineering and Public Works, Division of Engineering - The
resurfacing of various County roads, as set forth on a list on file with the Clerk of the Board
of Chosen Freeholders and hereby approved and incorporated herein by this reference
thereto. It is hereby determined and stated that said roads being improved are of “Class
B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter
2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, as amended; the “Local Bond Law”).
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
State Grant Appropriated
Down Payment Appropriated
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$ 3,914,000
$ 3,500,000
$
20,700
$ 393,300
10 years

C. Union County College - Acquisition of new information technology and telecommunications equipment consisting of college-wide technology upgrades, including expansion of the voice and data and storage area networks, network and security infrastructure
upgrades, computer lab upgrades and replacement of computers, printers, servers and
other equipment. It is hereby determined and stated that (A) all resolutions to be filed by
the Board of Trustees of Union County College and the Board of School Estimate of Union
County College in order to request the Board of Chosen Freeholders to raise funds for
the aforesaid purpose have been filed; (B) no down payment is required for such purpose
pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:64A-19(2)(b); (C) Union County College may
apply for debt service aid from the State of New Jersey pursuant to Chapter 12 of the Laws
of 1971 of New Jersey (N.J.S. 18A:64A-22.1 et seq.) for any or all of the equipment
described in the preceding sentence; and (D) if such Chapter 12 State Aid is received,
it shall be applied to the payment of principal and interest on bonds or notes issued by
the County for such project.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$ 1,250,000
$ 1,250,000
5 years

D. Union County College - Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and
machinery consisting of instructional and non-instructional equipment for all campuses.
It is hereby determined and stated that (A) all resolutions to be filed by the Board of
Trustees of Union County College and the Board of School Estimate of Union County
College in order to request the Board of Chosen Freeholders to raise funds for the
aforesaid purpose have been filed; (B) no down payment is required for such purpose
pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:64A-19(2)(b); (C) Union County College may
apply for debt service aid from the State of New Jersey pursuant to Chapter 12 of the Laws
of 1971 of New Jersey (N.J.S. 18A:64A-22.1 et seq.) for any or all of the equipment
described in the preceding sentence; and (D) if such Chapter 12 State Aid is received,
it shall be applied to the payment of principal and interest on bonds or notes issued by
the County for such project.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$ 250,000
$ 250,000
10 years

E. Union County Vocational-Technical Schools (the “Vo-Tech”) - (i) Construction of a
new building (at the Vo-Tech campus in Scotch Plains), including the acquisition of
original furnishings and equipment, for the new Union County Performing Arts Academy
Program (the “Performing Arts Program”) and (ii) acquisition of an easement in classrooms and other related physical space at the Nathan Weiss Graduate College building
located at Kean University’s East Campus in the Township of Hillside (street address of
215 North Avenue and designated as Block 1601, Lot 5 on the Tax Assessment Map of
Hillside) to be used by Vo-Tech students taking classes at Kean University as part of the
Performing Arts Program. It is hereby determined and stated that (A) all resolutions to be
filed by the Board of Education of the Vo-Tech and the Board of School Estimate of the
Vo-Tech in order to request the Board of Chosen Freeholders to raise funds for the
aforesaid purposes have been filed; (B) no down payment is required for such purposes
pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:54-31; and (C) the public building to be
constructed will be of “Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the
Local Bond Law.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost
Bonds and Notes Authorized
Period of Usefulness

$20,000,000
$20,000,000
30 years

———————————————————————————
Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost:
State Grant Appropriated:
Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated:
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes Authorized:
Section 20 Costs:
Useful Life:

$26,164,000
$ 3,500,000
$
58,200
$22,605,800

$ 2,364,000
27.57 years

This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
County of Union, State of New Jersey
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $186.66

SCOTCH PLAINS – Sonali
Kamath and John DiBattista, students at Park Middle School, along
with James Walsh, a student at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, took home awards in a
World Language Poetry Recitation
Competition on May 22. Students
from 74 schools throughout New
Jersey competed in the contest
hosted by William Paterson University.
Sonali, a seventh-grade Spanish
student, earned a second-place trophy for her interpretation of a Sonata by Bartolomé de Argensola.
Her Spanish teacher, Marie
Concepción, who sought coaching
tips from her brother, Ernesto
Concepción, who is an actor in
Puerto Rico, coached Kamath.
Kamath is the daughter of Audrey
and Jerome Pereira of Fanwood.
John, an eighth grader studying
Italian, recited the poem “Parabola”
by Guido Gozzano and was coached
by Italian teacher Linda Lombardi.
His efforts earned him an honorable
mention award. John is the son of
Rosemary and Anthony DiBattista
of Fanwood.
Eleventh grade German student
James, who was coached by his
teacher, Igor Jasinski, competed in
the advanced category, and received
a third place trophy for his recitation of the popular German folk
poem “Es war einmal ein Mann.”
James is the son of James and Janet
Walsh of Scotch Plains.
Preparations for the competition
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
At a regular meeting of the Township
Council of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on May 27, 2008 the following decision was rendered:
Granted permission for a Special Use
Permit for Stage House Restaurant, 366
Park Avenue, Block 1001, Lots 54.01 and
58.02, B-2 Zone for the placement of seven
tables and 28 chairs in front and side of
their restaurant, as noted on their application for the remainder of the year subject
to:
1. The proprietor/owner/operator guarantee that any and all debris and/or garbage is removed and the property kept
clean and litter free at all times.
2. There be no impediment to pedestrian traffic.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 6/5/08, The Times
Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 5/29/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-519
AWARDED TO: Bauch Zucker
Hatfield, LLC, Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: reassigning certain assignments in various litigation matters
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-12776-08
FILE NO. 10369-08
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
KHEESHA C. WALLS;
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
& FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is 290 ROUTE 46 WEST,
DENVILLE NEW JERSEY 07054, an Answer to the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in which AMERICAN TAX FUNDING,
LLC is the plaintiff and EXER, LLC, ET
ALS; are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery
Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-12776-08 within thirty-five
(35) days after June 5, 2008 exclusive of
such date. If you fail to answer or appear
in accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment
by Default may be rendered against you
for relief demanded in the Complaint. You
shall file your Answer and Proof of Service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625,
in accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Office of the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-3534715 - Legal Services Office 908-3544340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:
1. A certain tax certificate 04-314, recorded on 8/10/2004, made by
CONSTANCE S. LUDDEN, Collector of
Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and State of New
Jersey to AMERICAN TAX FUNDING,
LLC and subsequently assigned to plaintiff, AMERICAN TAX FUNDING, LLC. This
covers real estate located in PLAINFIELD,
County of UNION, and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 30 and additional
lot(s): 1716 square feet BLOCK 633 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD and
concerns premises commonly known as
733-35 WEBSTER PLACE, PLAINFIELD,
New Jersey.
YOU, KHEESHA C. WALLS, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on October 3, 1997, a
child support judgment was entered in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Union
County, by Kheesha C. Walls against
Alexander C. Buffaloe disclosing a debt.
Said judgment was entered as Judgment
No. J-407620-1997, Case Number
81624530A. Said judgment is subordinate
to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED: May 30, 2008
Christine P. Higgins, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $66.30

began months ago, when the students received the poems they were
to recite. The students first had to
memorize their poems, after which
their teachers coached them on their
pronunciation, intonation and finally, the dramatic interpretation of
their poems.

Babysitter Training
To Be Held June 14
MOUNTAINSIDE
–
SmartSitter, a babysitter training
class, will be held on June 14,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the community room of Mountainside
Borough Hall, located at 1385
Route 22, East, in Mountainside.
The cost of the program is $45.
It is designed for those ages 11 to
16. Space is limited and advance
registration is required. Participants are asked to bring their own
lunch and beverage, and will receive a manual and certificate upon
completion of the course.
Participants
will
learn
babysitting skills, such as feeding,
meal preparation and diaper changing; childhood development information; basic first-aid and accident prevention; how to handle
choking emergencies; fire prevention and safety; the business of
babysitting and safety for the
babysitter, among other topics.

Muhlenberg College
Graduates 3 WF Grads
WESTFIELD – Three Westfield
residents
graduated
from
Muhlenberg College on May 19.
Joseph DeCampo, of Westfield,
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
(B.A.) degree in history and government and philosophy/political
thought. He is the son of Joseph
DeCampo and Arlene Rosen, and a
graduate of Westfield High School.
Jenna Zorn, of Westfield, graduated with a B.A. degree in psychology and an elementary education
certification. She is the daughter of
Robert and Allyne Zorn, and a graduate of Westfield High School. Jenna
received dean’s list recognition for
the spring 2008 semester.
Brian Bigelow, of Westfield,
graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in biology and an education certification. Brian is the son
of Ken and Susan Bigelow, and a
graduate of Westfield High School.
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 5/29/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008- 504
amending (Resolution No. 2008-25)
AWARDED TO: Ruderman &
Glickman, P.C., Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special counsel for personnel affairs
COSTS: for additional amount of
$100,000 for a total contract amount not to
exceed $150,000.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 5/29/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-484
amending (Resolution No. 2007-335)
AWARDED TO: Rutgers Cooperative
Research & Extension of Union County
SERVICES TO: to provide Nutrition
Education /Consulting services with funding provided through the Area Plan Contract 2007-2009
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: for an additional amount of
$3,210, received in Federal Funding for a
new contract amount of $70,308.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE

MOTHERS TAKE HOME AWARDS…Walter Crum, director of development at
Oratory Prep School, left, congratulates Mary Scirocco, for winning the St. Philip
Neri award, and Scotch Plains residents Maura Lepri and her neighbor Renee
Barry, far right, for the Cardinal Newman Stewardship Award. All three women
were presented with engraved plaques for their volunteerism to the Roman Catholic
all-boys’ school during the school’s 100 Years of Excellence Gala in April.

Oratory Prep Honors Two
Scotch Plains Women
SCOTCH PLAINS – Oratory Preparatory School in Summit recently
honored two Scotch Plains residents
with the Cardinal Newman Stewardship Award.
Renee Barry and Maura Lepri were
presented with plaques commemorating their volunteer service at the
school’s 100Years of Excellence Gala,
sponsored by the Parents’ Guild.
The Cardinal Newman Stewardship award is named for John Henry
Newman, a convert from the Anglican Church, who established The Neri
Oratory Congregation in England.
Walter Crum, director of develop-

WF’s Lo Graduates
From Holy Cross
WESTFIELD – Cassandra Lo, of
Westfield, received a Bachelors of
Arts degree from the College of the
Holy Cross at its 162nd commencement on May 23.
Cassandra, who majored in English and secondary education, is the
daughter of Alan and Andrea Lo and
a graduate of Westfield High School.
During her time at Holy Cross, she
was features editor of the college’s
weekly newspaper, The Crusader. In
her sophomore year, she founded The
Advocate, a politically progressive
quarterly journal. Cassandra was also
a resident assistant and a Big Sister at
the Worcester Boys and Girls Club.
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 5/29/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-514
amending (Resolution No. 2008-120)
AWARDED TO: Palumbo & Renaud,
Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special counsel in the
matter entitled Anthony Nwaka v.UC, et
al
COSTS: for additional sum of $10,000
for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $30,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 5/29/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-517
AWARDED TO: Bauch Zucker
Hatfield, LLC, Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: for specialized legal
services to represent the County of Union
in connection with labor negotiations and
personnel matters
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$25,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
ORDINANCE NO. 668-2008
INTRO: 5/8/2008
FINAL: 5/29/2008
Was introduced and passed on first reading by the Board of Chosen Freeholders at
a REGULAR MEETING on May 8th 2008, and said Ordinance has been published with
Notice of Introduction thereof and of the time and place fixed for its further consideration
and the Board has duly held a hearing thereof and has given all persons interested an
opportunity to be heard. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of
Chosen Freeholders that said Ordinance be and the same hereby is finally passed and
adopted, and be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ordinance published herewith has
been finally adopted on May 29th 2008, and the 20 day period of limitations within which
a suit, action or proceeding questioning the validity of such Ordinance can be commenced has begun to run from the date of first publication of this statement.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE SETTING FEES FOR UNION COUNTY PARK FACILITIES FOR
THE YEAR 2008”
WHEREAS, this Board authorized the County’s Proposed Park Fees and Charges for
the Year 2008 under Ordinance No. 666-2008 adopted on March 27, 2008:
BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union that the
schedule of fees as adopted on March 27, 2008 is hereby amended to reflect the following
changes and/or insertions as outlined on the attached form:
Proposed Fee for 2008
-Out of County ID Cards
$75.00
-Green Fees/Out of County with ID
$44.00 (W/D) $48.00 (W/E
-Out of County Senior Citizen with ID
$32.00 (W/D) $48.00 (W/E)
-Out of County Youth with ID
$32.00 (W/D) $48.00 (W/E)
-Out-of-County Organizations with shot gun start should reflect a fee of $90.00 for
Weekdays and a fee of $95.00 for Weekends.
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED as follows:
1. That this Ordinance shall take effect at the time and manner provided by law.
2. That the Clerk of the Board be and is hereby authorized and directed to publish the
required notice in the appropriate newspaper of such introduction and of a public hearing
on May 29, 2008 and shall forward one certified copy, upon final passage, to each Clerk
of all Municipalities located within the County of Union.
3. That the plans pertinent to this Ordinance are on file in the Clerk of the Board’s Office.
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $68.34

ment and alumni relations, spoke of
the women’s personal dedication and
commitment to the school.
“Maura has been a wonderful caretaker of our Spirit Shoppe,” Mr. Crum
said. “She has made it a first-class
operation.”
Of Mrs. Barry, he mentioned at the
opening of school, when parents were
asked to sign up for a committee or
two, “Renee’s name appeared on every list.”
“All you had to do was turn around
and each of these women were here to
volunteer for one thing or another,”
he said.
The Scotch Plains residents, mothers of Andrew Barry and Joe Lepri,
both of the class of 2008, showed
their spirit by sporting temporary tattoos with the prep school’s logo.

Rucinsky Graduates
College with Honors
WESTFIELD – Meredith Rucinsky
of Westfield has received a Bachelor
of Arts degree, Magna Cum Laude, in
psychology with a minor in religion
from Gettysburg College on May 18.
Meredith is a member of the Delta
Gamma sorority, and an officer in Psi
Chi, the national honor society in psychology. In addition, the psychology
department of Gettysburg College has
awarded her with departmental honors.
Meredith is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Thomas Rucinsky of Westfield.
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 5/29/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-481
AWARDED TO: Unitronix Data Systems, Raritan, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: for the purposes of providing services and maintenance for the
Division of Social Serviced software and
hardware systems
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $66,813.15
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 5/29/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008- 515
amending (Resolution No. 2007-346)
AWARDED TO: Krevsky, Silber,
Brown & Bergen, Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special counsel in the
matter entitled Eduardo Tapari v.UC, et
al
COSTS: for additional sum of $10,000
for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $20,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 5/29/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(M) and in accordance with the
requirements
for
extraordinary,
unspecificable services. This contract and
the resolution authorizing it are available
for public inspection in the Office of the
Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION No: 2008-486
AWARED TO: Hale Insurance Brokerage, LLC, Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: Renewing the Risk Control
Consulting Policy
PERIOD: June 1, 2008-June 1, 2009
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$28,800. (Decrease of $3,600 from last
year)
AWARED TO: Commerce and Industry Insurance Company (AIG) c/o CSI
Insurance, Dallas, Texas
SERVICES: Special Event Weather Insurance for the Rhythm & Blues by the
Brook Plainfield, New Jersey
PERIOD: June 7, 2008 and MusicFest,
Mountainside New Jersey on September
5 and 6, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$15,122.70(This Insurance will reimburse
the County should either of the concerts
be cancelled due to rain)
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 6/5/08, The Leader
Fee: $33.66
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PGNJ Show Highlights
New Styles of Pottery
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and the Times

AN EVENING OF ART AND MUSIC…Holy Trinity Interparochial School’s
Westfield and Mountainside Campus held its annual “Evening of Art and Music”
on May 6. Families and friends were able to view a complete exhibit of student art
works, sculptures and hear student musicians playing a variety of instruments.
Pictured viewing selected artworks are Julia MacDonald, Brianna Tucciarone
and Anna Cattafe
™

POPCORN

Indiana Jones...Crystal Skull:
Tough to Dig this Archaeologist
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 and 1/2 popcorns

Steven Spielberg’s Indiana Jones
and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull
reminds one of those TV sitcom reunion specials. Sure, it’s nice to see
everyone. But it’s just not the same.
Thomas Wolfe warned us that we
can’t go home again, and this exquisitely photographed – yet failed – reprise is filmic proof.
You’ll find no gerontological digs
here. Harrison Ford and his stunt
double acquit themselves well and
earn our suspension of disbelief. But
that’s not the point. Rather, for certain art, there is a time and place.
And that time has come and gone
for this franchise. Indeed, a great
script might have made this revisit
the exception that proves the rule.
But there is no freshness in David
Koepp’s play-it-safe screenplay.
Spielberg compounds the problem
by treating his film as a nostalgic
appendage to the originals, instead of
creativity unto itself.
Not that anyone’s crying poverty.
At this writing Indiana Jones IV is
making so much money that they
might have to invent a new number to
count it. Of course, we purists aren’t
swayed by such considerations.
However, to those impressed by
such figures, and who will venture
out to the theater anyway, some advice. Sitting there, and soon turned
antsy by what is ostensibly a twohour chase scene, take wisdom from
the tale of “The Emperor’s New
Clothes.” It isn’t you. There’s really
nothing there. Well, at least it’s two
hours you’ll be saving on gas.
Unfortunately, the shortcomings up
there on the silver screen don’t have
the courtesy of keeping it simple.
The story is as convoluted as the
longwinded title might suggest. Eternal optimists who nonetheless tend to
follow such a plot will find that there
is never that surprising greatness just
around the corner.
So prepare for all sorts of gobbledygook as concerns forbidden ruins,
a sixth sense their artifacts may have
the key to unleashing and the Russians who would have such power
before us. And in case you don’t recognize the svelte Soviet in the
jumpsuit, that’s Cate Blanchett as Irina
Spalko, a cartoony villainess whose
inflexibility steals the show.
The good guys, sundry rag-tag explorers accompanying Dr. Henry “Indiana” Jones, are assigned their hackneyed slots. John Hurt is eccentric
Professor ‘Ox’ Oxley. Presumably a
Dr. Livingstone of sorts, his mind is
compromised by gosh knows what
he’s seen. Unsurprisingly but welcome, Karen Allen joins in as the still
freckly Marion Ravenwood.
And then, to quote Ed Sullivan,
there’s something for the kiddies, well,
teen-aged girl kiddies. Shia LaBeouf
is Mutt Williams, a visual cross between James Dean and one of those
cherubs watering a fountain in Belgium. One reason this hep cat motorcyclist is included is to remind us it’s
now the 1950s. The other is a secret.
It’s the role that usually went to a
young James Caan, Ricky Nelson or
Fabian. While this column isn’t
equipped to assay Mr. LaBeouf’s
heartthrob quotient, he is otherwise

uninteresting. Banter between him
and the legendary archeologist/adventurer meant as plot exposition and
to glean laughs from the generation
gap ultimately proves tiresome.
It’s part and parcel of the movie’s
self-consciousness, the constant intimation that its pedigree might afford
some dispensation. Fact is, save for
some name-dropping, very little of
that old feeling is evoked. Plus, as
we’re no longer in the 1930s, that
great, desperately bittersweet sense
of era so integral to the whole shebang is sadly absent.
All of which leaves us a rather
extravagant scavenger hunt, fraught
with the usual perils. There are scary
indigenous folk, man-eating ants and
a duplicitous go-between (Ray
Winstone), forever switching allegiances between Indiana’s cadre and
the comrades. Odd, though, how the
funny Russians now seem a vexation
much preferable to terrorists.
But, save for the whimsical variation on a megalomaniac imparted by
Miss Blanchett’s non-Ninotchka, little
fun emanates from the continual
changing of advantage by the main
adversaries. And if there’s a limit to
how much gunfire and speeding back
and forth on jungle roads constitutes
entertainment, it is paid no heed.
Adding insult to injury, when at
long last the secret passageways are
found, the cobwebs parted, and the
ancient lock tumblers have tumbled,
the Big Divulgence is little more than
a sci-fi quick fix. It’s an awful cheat
after all that rigmarole, and final proof
that Indiana Jones and the Kingdom
of the Crystal Skull clearly isn’t very
heady filmmaking
***
Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of
the Crystal Skull, rated PG-13, is a
Paramount Pictures release directed
by Steven Spielberg and stars Harrison
Ford, Cate Blanchett and Shia
LaBeouf. Running time: 124 minutes.

Operation Smile
Holds Garage Sale
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
High School Operation Smile Club
will be holding its first annual garage sale on Saturday, June 7, from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 205 Sylvania
Place in Westfield.
All proceeds will go directly to
Operation Smile, a worldwide
children’s medical charity that provides surgeries to children suffering from facial deformities.
For more information, call
Debbie Knapp at (908) 232 5759

A
LOVE
FOR
BOTH
WORLDS…Artist and former attorney, Theodosia Tamborlane, at the
opening of her painting exhibition at
N.J. Bar Association in New Brunswick.

Watchung Arts Center
Welcomes Folk Rocker, Ellis
WESTFIELD — The Watchung
Arts Center’s new concert series, entitled “Powerful Women of Song,” presents touring singer/songwriter, Ellis,
at its second season finale on Saturday, June 7, at the Watchung Arts
Center at 18 Stirling Road in Watchung.
Ellis is a rising star on the folk
music circuit, creating a buzz after
being voted “Most Wanted to Return” and performing on the Falcon
Ridge Folk Festival preview tour.
She has also been asked to open for
artists such as Patty Larkin, Richard
Shindell, Cheryl Wheeler and Todd
Snider.
Ellis has a number of accomplishments, including songwriting and performance awards. Ellis’ music is described as joyful, unpretentious modern folk with a slight hint of country
inspired by her southern roots.

Doors for the event will open at
7:30 p.m., and the concert begins at 8
p.m.
Admission is $16. For more information about Ellis and to purchase
tickets for this concert, visit
ellis.eventbrite.com.
The “Powerful Women of Song”
series is presented by Ahrre Maros,
owner of Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery in
Westfield and host of the award-winning Coffee With Conscience Concert Series in Westfield.
The third season of the “Powerful
Women of Song” series begins on
October 4. For more information
about the Watchung Arts Center, the
“Powerful Women of Song” series, or
the upcoming performance, visit
watchungarts.org, call the concert
hotline at (908) 412-9105, or e-mail
concerts4causes@aol.com.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Nothing announces the arrival of spring better
than the Potters’Guild of New Jersey’s
(PGNJ) spring show and sale, which
is held annually at the Community
Presbyterian Church in Mountainside.
This year’s show brought out record
crowds, which translated into brisk
sales, according to Judith Musicant
of Westfield, president of PGNJ.
“We were happy and relieved that,
even in this difficult economy, we
had a wonderful turnout and one of
our best shows,” said Ms. Musicant.
She quickly sold out of her supply
of teapots.
She also offered a new style of
large bowls with ends that can be
used as either handles or pouring
spouts.
Carla Horowitz of Livingston, who
signs her pottery as “The Clay Cellar” after the basement where she
first began creating pottery, is known
for her functional pieces that contain
imprints of live leaves
Ms. Horowitz’s graceful, fluid
pieces complement her other passion
– dance.
“Every potter, as is true of every art
form, has her own style. By altering
the shapes and surfaces in a variety of
ways, I strive to imbue the work with
the feeling of movement (dance) that
is inherent in the process of “throwing,” she said.
Nancy Zarbock of Pittstown,
PGNJ’s director of marketing, exhibited her “Tuscany– inspired” lemon
patterns for the first time.

This new line consists of handpainted, one-of-a-kind platters, bowls
and cake plates made of white stoneware and painted with brightly colored lemons accented with dark blue
and touches of greens and red.
Ms. Zarbock also showcased another new addition to her line –handmade and raku-fired (a pottery technique dating back to 16th Century
Japan that utilizes low firing temperatures) necklaces.
“I make each bead by hand and
either stain and raku-fire them or
hand-paint each one and glaze and
fire the beads. Then, I re-string and
use sterling silver findings,” she said.
Like Ms. Musicant, Ms. Zarbock
sold out some of her inventory.
“My regular clients came and
bought, and new [clients] came to the
show and bought. It was my best
show ever,” said Ms. Zarbock.
“We were very gratified by the extraordinary loyalty of our customers,
who came out in force for this show.
It is a delight to see our fans returning
show after show and telling us how
pleased they are to be adding to their
collections,” said Ms. Musicant.
The PGNJ was founded in 1987 to
promote the development of New
Jersey’s ceramic artists and the exchange of knowledge in support of
their creative endeavors.
Their fall show and sale will be
held on November 8 and 9 at the
Community Presbyterian Church in
Mountainside.
More information can be found at
pottersguildnj.org.

WESTFIELD FOOD 4 THOUGHT
WESTFIELD FOOD 4 THOUGHT
Block Parties – A WF Tradition
By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It may not seem like block parties
are prevalent in Westfield, but there
are close to 100 block parties annually, according to Town Administrator Jim Gildea.
The season begins, surprisingly, in
mid to late April and runs all the way
through to late September. Holiday
weekends are popular for block parties but not significantly more so than
any other summer weekend.
Block parties gained popularity
back in the 1970s, and it is probably
around that time when the first one
took place here on the streets of
Westfield. Although, no one is sure
which neighborhood was the first to
begin hosting one, it is known that
Birch Place has been throwing theirs
for many years, and Willow Grove is
not far behind.
Permission to hold one of these
events is granted by the town administrator. After the date is cleared and
a rain date is established, the street is
barricaded, and everyone who lives
on the block is invited to attend.
Sometimes, residents who have
moved away, return year after year to
reconnect with their friends from the
old neighborhood. The annual block
party provides the perfect forum.
Often, the fire department or the police department or both will send a
public vehicle to the sight for the kids
to enjoy.
The recreation department offers a
picnic kit that contains a badminton
set, horseshoes and other miscellaneous items. Some neighborhoods
arrange for live music or a magician,
or in rare instances, there have been
pony rides for the young children.
Although it is a group effort, one or
two of the residents usually coordinates the food. For most block parties, the barbecue grills are generally
rolled out, and the smell of grilling
fills the air for a two- to three-block
radius.
Salads, desserts and a wide array of
side dishes prepared by the participants abound. In today’s hectic world,
it is not as easy to know our own
neighbors. These gatherings provide
the opportunity for us to connect with
the people we live with and those we
really do not have much of an opportunity to socialize with otherwise.
A lot of planning goes into these
memorable events. As with any social function, it is the food that requires much attention, as it is such a
huge part of the block party. Some
planners assign a particular type of
dish for a specific amount of people
per household and make sure there
are plenty of child-friendly foods
available.
To limit this column to three special dishes is almost impossible. I’ve
chosen these Asian turkey burgers, as
they are low in calories but so delicious for summertime barbecuing.
They do require a little preparation
but not too much to make them unreasonable for our purpose here. The
coleslaw is a traditional recipe from
my grandmother that just cannot be
beat. It’s still the best in the world,
easy and simple. The corn salad is a
unique blend of corn and wild rice,
perfect for outdoor parties.

CORN SALAD
WITH WILD RICE
INGREDIENTS
1 cup wild rice
2 cups waters
1-1/2 cups cooked corn kernels
(fresh, frozen or canned)

1 tomato, diced
1 shallot, minced
2 tablespoons fresh chives, snipped
1 tablespoon Dijon mustard
1 tablespoon honey
1/3 cup cider vinegar
¼ cup olive oil
PROCEDURE

Boil the rice in a saucepan
and let simmer for 45 minutes.
Remove from the heat and let
cool. In a large bowl, combine
the corn, tomato, shallot and
chives.
In a separate bowl, beat the
mustard and honey together.
Add the vinegar and oil. Add
the rice to the corn mixture and
pour on the dressing. Toss well.
Marinate in the refrigerator for
one hour before serving.
Yield: 6-8 servings

GRANDMA’S
COLESLAW
INGREDIENTS
1 medium head cabbage, shredded
or 1 bag (16 ounces) shredded
cabbage
2 medium carrots, grated
1 green pepper, grated
1 teaspoon kosher salt
½ cup sugar
½ cup Hellman’s mayonnaise
1 teaspoon white vinegar
PROCEDURE

Put the shredded cabbage in a
large bowl. Add the carrots and
green peppers. Add the salt,
sugar, mayonnaise and vinegar
and toss well.
Yield: 6 servings

PEARFICT
TURKEY BURGERS
INGREDIENTS
1 onion, diced
1 pear, peeled and diced
3 tablespoons canola oil
2 ½ pounds ground turkey
2 teaspoons kosher salt
½ teaspoon pepper
1/4 cup sweet & sour sauce
PROCEDURE

Sauté the onion and the pear
in the canola oil in a pan until
browned, about 4 to 5 minutes.
Place the ground turkey in a
large mixing bowl. Add the
sautéed items along with the
salt, pepper and sweet and sour
sauce. Mix well. Shape into 8
burgers. Refrigerate for 30 to
45 minutes. Grill burgers for 5
to 6 minutes per side or until
meat is thoroughly cooked.
Serve with Sweet & Sour Pear
Sauce.

Courtesy of Howard Rose

MR. SANDMAN, BRING ME A DREAM...Attendees of this past weekend’s
Spring Fine Art and Crafts Show at Nomahegan Park enjoy the sand art
demonstration. The event is co-sponsored by the Union County Department of
Parks and Community Renewal and Rose Squared Productions, Inc.

Artisans Offer Unique
Wares at Fine Art Show
By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — This past weekend, sizeable crowds took advantage
of the warm weather to stroll around
Nomahegan Park for the Spring Fine
Arts and Crafts Show. Fine artists,
photographers and artisans showcased
their uniquely crafted items, which
included a variety of jewelry, paintings, etchings, metal art, stained glass,
quilts, furniture, pottery and assorted
textiles.
The show, which is held twice annually, was co-sponsored by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders, the Union County Department of
Parks and Community Renewal and
Rose Squared Productions.
Vendor Mary Casey from South
Orange shared that she has been designing and hand-crafting her “Classics” jewelry line full-time for the
past 24 years. She enjoyed that the
Nomahegan show afforded her the
opportunity to display her hand-hammered sterling silver and 14K gold
pieces locally.
And while many items for sale
could be appreciated purely for their
aesthetic value, some useful and practical items were also available.
Jerry Oppenberg of Florida said he
created his “Fiddler’s Bow Knife”
out of necessity. It featured a stainless
steel saw blade across a wood handle,
similar in design to a fiddler’s bow.
“My wife always complained that
our knives were too dull,” he said.
“So since I love working with wood,
I started making these. It’s a hobby I
enjoy, and it keeps me busy and out of
trouble, too. But the best part is meeting and talking to people. That’s the
real enjoyment for me.”
While many came to shop, some
came to sample the variety of food,
ranging from hot dogs and gyros to
funnel cake and Italian ice. Others
simply wanted to settle back and en-

joy the live entertainment provided
by the band, Round Trip.
“We come to these every six months
when they have them,” said Tamar
Friedman of Springfield, who was
relaxing with her family at one of the
picnic tables.
She said her children, Zachary and
Julia, loved the band’s music.
“We also really liked the clay jewelry,” said her husband, Steven. “They
have really nice stuff here...And we
like being in the park.”
Vendor John Crutchfield of Virginia said the “beautiful lake” and
park surroundings provided a lovely
setting for the craft fair.
Mr. Crutchfield’s metallic jewelry
and sculptures employed a unique
process in which fine-art paintings
and other designs are applied to brass
with inlaid strips of glitter, prism and
marble paper through his own photoimage-transfer technique.
He acknowledged the quick efforts
of county and park staffers, who, after a brief but severe thunderstorm on
Saturday, quickly took care of oversaturated grounds.
“They did a great job bringing in all
of this hay and lots of [traffic] cones
right away,” he said. “Otherwise, this
could’ve turned into a big mud pit.”
Other Union County staff members, such as Special Events Coordinator Jennifer Smith, volunteered
their time for the fair. Ms. Smith said
staffers wanted to be accessible to
provide county information to the
public and pass along questions or
inquiries to the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.
Carol Belansky of Roselle Park
said she and a long-time friend from
Sayreville often meet up to attend the
Nomahegan craft shows.
“It’s a nice excuse to get together,”
she said with a smile after making a
jewelry purchase. “It’s always a nice
way to spend time…and money.”

County Employees Display
Art at Freeholders Gallery
ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
display the prize-winning artwork of
Union County employees or their relatives through July 16 in the Freeholders Gallery, located on the 6th floor
of the Union County Administration
Building, Elizabethtown Plaza at
Rahway Avenue in Elizabeth. The
gallery is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
weekdays.
The art display presents selected
work from the seventh annual “National Arts Program Exhibit and Contest for Union County Employees
and Their Relatives.” The exhibit and
contest is a result of a partnership
with the National Arts Program Foundation, which provides prize money
and valuable support to display the
work of talented artists.
“The artistic talent of our Union
County employees is very impressive,” said Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada. “We have artists who
excel in painting, photography and
other visual arts, and we are proud to
put their work on display.”
The employee artists (or their relatives) and the awards they won at the
original exhibit are as follows:

Dianna Strom (Third Place, Intermediate), of Cranford.
Jacy DiBella-Lentini (Honorable
Mention, Youth Under12); Joseph
Lentini (Honorable Mention, Intermediate); and Camilla Marinaro (Second Place, Intermediate), of Scotch
Plains.
Jonathon Kreinberg (Second Place,
Youth under 12); and Marie E.
Raymond (First Place, Youth Under
12), of Union.
Emily Gluck (Third Place, Youth
12-18); Gabriel Gluck (Third Place,
Amateur); Amanda Lavecchia (Honorable Mention, Youth 12-18); and
Mary Paynter (Second Place, Professional), of Westfield.
For more information about this
exhibit and other programs and services related to the arts and Union
County history, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, by telephone at (908)
558-2550, NJ Relay users dial 711 or
e-mail at culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

Sweet & Sour Pear Sauce
1 pear, peeled and diced
1 teaspoon cinnamon
½ teaspoon kosher salt
2 cups sweet & sour sauce
½ cup raisins or craisins
PROCEDURE

Preheat the oven to 400 degrees. Toss the diced pears with
the cinnamon and salt. Bake on
a cookie sheet for 20 minutes.
Remove from oven and toss
with the sweet and sour sauce
and raisins or craisins. Top the
burgers with the sauce or serve
on the side.
Yield: 8 burgers

STUDENTS ON TOUR…Roosevelt Intermediate School eighth grade drama
students will perform “Aesop’s Fables” by James Brock at the Westfield Memorial Library today, June 5, at 3:45 p.m. Kimberly Jonny directs. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Jessica Sipe and Tori Bonsall (sitting), Kari Nemeth, Kayla
Seigelstein, Katherine Chan, Caroline Zee and Stephanie Tepper (standing).
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Original High School Play Offers
Talented Young Actors Exposure
By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Smithereens Back Better
Health With Live Music
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

MILLBURN – While Bruce
Springsteen and Bon Jovi get most
of the attention when talk turns to
rock-and-rollers born and bred in
New Jersey, the Smithereens, led by
Pat DiNizio of Scotch Plains, have

been at it for 28 years, have a number
of hits to their name and certainly
deserve to be a part of any conversation about Garden State rockers.
The group — which, besides Mr.
DiNizio, a Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School graduate, includes guitarist Jim Babjak and drummer Den-

Courtesy of Paulie Gee

MEET THE SMITHEREENS...Led by Pat Denitzio of Scotch Plains, The
Smithereens played a fundraiser, late last month, for the Joseph E. Enright
Foundation at the Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn. The foundation supports
public health education programs and awards scholarships to exceptional
candidates pursuing careers in health care.

nis Diken, both from Carteret, and
bass guitarist Severo “The Thrilla”
Jornacion, who replaced original
bassist Mike Mesaros two years ago
— played a fundraiser, late last
month, for the Joseph E. Enright
Foundation at the Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn.
The foundation, named after Dr.
Joseph Enright, a Summit Medical
group physician who died 12 years
ago from melanoma, creates and supports public health education programs and awards scholarships to
exceptional candidates pursuing careers in health care.
At the start of last Friday’s program, Richard Nelson, president of
the foundation’s board of trustees,
said the organization was “supporting better health through the magic
of live music,” and the several hundred fans in the audience certainly
responded.
The Smithereens played for
slightly more than one hour, leading
off with nearly a dozen Beatles tunes,
including some from the Fab Four’s
1964 debut album, “Meet the
Beatles,” which Mr. DiNizio called
“the single most important rock-androll record album.” So important, in
fact, that the group’s 2007 album,
“Meet the Smithereens,” paid tribute by recording covers of all 12
songs from that seminal album.
The high point of the set was an
appearance by special guest Andy
White, a session drummer from way
back who recorded “Love Me Do”
and “P.S. I Love You” with the Beatles
44 years ago, when producers were
not satisfied with the performance
of the group’s new drummer, a guy
named Ringo Starr. Mr. White, now
a dignified-looking gentleman in coat
and tie, supplanted Mr. Diken at the
drums and reprised his two-song
stint, earning a long and enthusiastic
standing ovation from the crowd.
Other Beatles songs played included “I Wanna Hold Your Hand,”
“Hard Day’s Night,” “One After
909,” “Please Please Me” and
“You’ve Got To Hide Your Love
Away,” with Mr. DiNizio yielding
the microphone to each of his
bandmates, so they could show off
their vocals.
After their joyful journey back to
the 1960s, the band turned to some of
the hits that made them famous in the
late 1980s and early 1990s. They began by leading off the second part of
the set with their first hit, the haunting “Blood and Roses” from 1986.
“A Girl Like You,” which topped out
near the top of the charts in 1989,
followed and then wandered into a
rousing cover of The Who’s “Behind
Blue Eyes.” The evening ended with
a guitar-driven version of “House We
Used To Live In.”
Fundraisers like this are much more
fun than milling around a room sipping wine and making small talk. The
Smithereens, nearly three decades in,
are clearly still enjoying what they
do.
Last Friday’s performance was less
a formal stage production than a band
just playing music for a few hundred
friends. The atmosphere was similar
to the band’s “Living Room Parties,”
where they play acoustic shows at
fans’ homes, and Mr. DiNizio’s annual Memorial Day weekend concerts held in the backyard of his Scotch
Plains home. And, of course, it was
all for a good cause. Information about
the Joseph E. Enright Foundation is
available at enrightfoundation.org.

the

WESTFIELD — The Friday night
performance of Exposure, an original
play by Westfield High School (WHS)
student Kate Douglas, showcased a
wealth of talent from the young playwright and her cast of inspiring young
actors. The play was written, produced and performed in three months
as a senior project by Kate, but it
clearly became a venue for the cast to
put their talents on display.
Edward Tolve plays main character Sean Merrit, a fading 1970s porn
director who entices a naïve young
documentary filmmaker, Rafe
Tomlin, played by Adam Abramson,
into making a film about his life as a
pornographer during the “golden
years of porn.”
The delivery of the sensitive adult
subject matter by the young high
school students was flawless. Edward
played the past-his-prime, fading porn
director, who struggles to justify his
“art” and keep from becoming what
he fears the most, a “cliché,” with a
maturity worth noting.
Adam drew the audience in, with
his portrayal of the wide-eyed student filmmaker searching for a story,
with surprising ease, considering the
surprises his character holds for the
audience.
The play pulled no punches in a
search for the truth about relationships, alcoholism, sex and the complex love between parent and child.
Kate provided a script with depth and
emotion, which director Joey Maran
took and crafted into a stage production worthy of a playhouse in SoHo.
Jessica Harris deliciously played
the flirty daughter of Sean Merrit,
Avery Merrit, a self-proclaimed
“(Daddy’s) little screw-up” who lives
with her father and works as a nude
photographer.
She describes her father as a “lazy

son of a [gun], who makes porn because it’s easy and makes money,
nothing poetic about it.”
Dara Silverman plays the Biblethumping sister of Sean Merrit, Robin
Merrit, a recovering alcoholic who
comes to live with Sean and Avery to
save them from sin.
The actors take control of this performance with scene after scene of
perfectly delivered dialogue and honest, emotional performances. The
chemistry between Edward, Jessica
and Dara brought the audience into
the dining room of this modern-age
contemporary family and exposed the
deep-buried emotions waiting to be
brought to the surface.
The audience does not wait long as
the documentary being filmed by
Tomlin exposes each character’s fears
and desires through interviews. The
female leads deliver some of the most
touching and heartfelt performances
in the play.
Dara’s performance – portraying
an alcoholic, middle-aged single
woman who has thrown herself into
Christianity to hide the pain she feels
from growing up in an abusive household – was powerful. Her scene in
which she recalls the memories of
living with an abusive, alcoholic father was a high point in the play.

The story moves forward by the
documentary Tomlin is filming for
Sean Merrit. The production crew,
headed by light designer Cat Joy and
stage manager Tzvetelina Garneva,
used actual film clips of the actors’
interviews shown on a screen above
the set to bring the documentary to
life as a fifth character.
Jessica has the most challenging
role as the daughter of a porn director
who is trying to recapture his “Hollywood dreams.” She shows a range of
talent, as her character, Avery, is
forced to reveal her most guarded
secrets about her father while falling
in love with Rafe.
When Avery invites Rafe to turn off
his camera and dance with her, Rafe
literally jumps at the chance; as the
scene ends in a kiss, it is hard to
believe that these talented performers had only three months to prepare.
The play was rehearsed and performed so well, that crew members,
Olivia Ryan, Peter Surace, Samantha
Waldman Matthew DiFabio and Angela Newton, all deserve an A-plus
for their behind-the-scenes work.
For those that missed the two shows
at WHS, don’t worry; one day, the
names of these talented young stars
will be up in lights all over the world.

A ROUND OF APPALAUSE… WHS Students take a bow after their Friday night
performance of Exposure

Exhibit Helps Nathenson
‘Gain Perspective,’ He Says
“My photography…has evolved
from my background as a painter
and the influences of some very
intense years in the art world of
New York in the 1970s.”
~ Howard Nathenson

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Chiaroscuro – the
artistic technique of using variations
of light and shade to make a dramatic
presentation of depth – is one of the
trademarks of photographer, Howard

‘Tales From The Wood’ at
Donald B Palmer Museum
SPRINGFIELD – George Saj, of
Montclair, will be showing a collection of his carved and assembled animal heads in a one-man exhibit entitled ‘Tales From the Wood’ at the
Donald B. Palmer Museum in the
Springfield Free Public Library from
June 9 to July 17.
These depicted animals, both wild
and tame, exaggerate the small hypocrisies, vanities, vices and virtues
of our social order. They achieve this
in a gently mocking tone meant to
entertain rather than to scold.
Mr. Saj lives and works in
Montclair, where he practiced surgery for 31 years.
His formal art education began at
the Newark School of Fine and Industrial Arts and continued at
Dartmouth College.
Mr. Saj realized early on that most
artists need a day, job and enrolled in
the College of Physicians and Surgeons

at Columbia University.After residency
training and service as a staff surgeon at
a U.S. Army hospital in Danang, Viet
Nam, he settled in New Jersey.
Since his retirement from surgery
in 2004, Mr. Saj has returned to art
full time.
His work has been exhibited in
numerous solo and group shows in
Cleveland, Chicago, New York and
New Jersey. To find out more about
the artist or to see additional works,
visit georgesaj.com.
The Donald B. Palmer Museum is
located in the Springfield Free Public
Library, 66 Mountain Ave., Springfield. Hours of the exhibit are Monday,
Wednesday, and Thursday 10 a.m. to
8:30 p.m. and Tuesday, and Friday
from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. On Saturdays in June, the Museum is open
from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; in July the
hours are 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. For
information call (973) 376-4930.

farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Free Parking
221 North Ave East

908-654-0444

www.TheFarmhouseStore.com

Nathenson’s work.
Mr. Nathenson’s mastery of the
technique is clearly evident in his
“Recent Color Still Lifes,” a photographic exhibit presently on display
at Union County College’s (UCC)
Tomasulo Gallery.
One of the results of his use of
chiaroscuro is that the eye is tricked
into thinking it is viewing not a photograph, but a still-life painting reminiscent of the Renaissance era.
The extra dimension chiaroscuro
brings to Mr. Nathenson’s photographs infuses them with secrecy and
causes the viewer to wonder what lies
in the shadows. What is hidden beyond the lens of the camera?
Part of the mysterious mood these
photographs evoke also lies in the
objects Mr. Nathenson uses for his
still lifes, and the way he places items
that one would not expect to find
together in the same photographs.
For example, in “Small Skull,
Apples, Pears,” Mr. Nathenson juxtaposes the familiar subject of fruit
with an unexpected skull.
He takes mundane objects such as
a crushed can and a plastic bag, places
some vines with them and brings forth
a masterpiece entitled “Vines,
Crushed Can, Plastic Bag.”
All of the pieces on display in “Recent Color Still Lifes” are created
using large-format scanned negatives
and transparencies, as well as highresolution digital camera files.
“My photography … has evolved
from my background as a painter and
the influences of some very intense
years in the art world of New York in
the 1970s,” Mr. Nathenson said.
During those years, he exhibited
drawings and paintings in various
venues, was included in the Whitney
Annual and later had a painting included in a theme show at the Whitney
Museum. All of the images shown in
“Recent Color Still Lifes” are printed
with archival Vivera pigment inks.
Mr. Nathenson said he sees his
exhibit at the Tomasulo Gallery as an
introspective experience.
“An artist really needs a one-person exhibit in a spacious well-lighted
room in order to gain perspective on
the work as a whole and to contemplate how to proceed with future
works,” he said.
Mr. Nathenson teaches painting,
drawing and photography at The Parsons School of Design, William Paterson University and Keane College.
He has also taught at the New Jersey Center for Visual Arts in Summit
for the past 37 years.
Mr. Nathenson holds a Master of
Fine Arts degree from the University
of California at Berkeley.
His photography has been exhibited at many venues in and around the
state, and as far away as St. Louis/
His work is included in numerous
corporate and private collections.
“Recent Still Lifes” will be at the
Tomasulo Gallery until June 26.
The Tomasulo Gallery is located in
the MacKay Library on the Cranford
campus of UCC, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue. For gallery hours,
call (908) 709-7155.

