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EARNING THE BRONZE…Junior Girl Scout Troop 358 of Westfield surround
their presentation board at the Westfield Bronze Award Ceremony held in June
at First Congregational Church. Pictured, from left to right, are: Seated, Anna
Reid and Kelly Kristiansen, and standing, Amber Johnson, Jacqueline Daaleman,
Katherine Ko and Sara McCutcheon.

Troop 358 Achieves Bronze
By Working With Seniors

WESTFIELD – Members of
Westfield Junior Girl Scout Troop
358 earned their Bronze Award at a
ceremony held in June at the First
Congregational Church in Westfield.
The Bronze Award is the highest honor
available to a Junior Girl Scout.

Recipients are Jacqueline
Daaleman, Amber Johnson, Katherine
Ko, Kelly Kristiansen, Sara
McCutcheon and Anna Reid.

Troop 358 has always enjoyed help-
ing and working with senior citizens.
As Daisies, these scouts made snow-
flake ornaments for the Sunrise As-
sisted Living community and sang
Christmas carols there. As Brownies,
they played Bingo with residents at
Westfield Senior Citizens Housing.

For their Bronze Award project,
troop members chose to work with
residents at the Ashbrook Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center in Scotch Plains.

Before beginning this project, the
scouts completed requirements for

junior badges Communication and
Across Generations; they also earned
the Sign of the Sun and the Junior
Aide Award by coordinating with
Troops 360 and 445 to host a Think-
ing Day event for younger scouts at
Wilson Elementary School in
Westfield.

In January, the troop took a tour of
the Ashbrook center and initiated
planning of the service project. Dur-
ing the next three months, the girls
made multiple trips to Ashbrook to
play Pokeno, make arts and crafts
items to decorate the rooms, serve ice
cream and learn about residents’ per-
sonal histories.

Many friends were made as a result
of the girls’ interaction with the se-
niors for this project. Troop 358 mem-
bers extended appreciation to their
leaders, Angela Ko and Linda
Johnson, as well as their parents, for
supporting them in successfully pur-
suing their Bronze Award.

Caregivers to Hold
Monthly Meeting

WESTFIELD – A support group for
those caring for elderly or chronically
ill loved ones will meet on Monday,
August 4 at 8 p.m. in the parish center
of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church.

Meetings are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month. These
are information and sharing sessions.
The parish center is located on Lam-
berts Mill Road in Westfield. For more
information, call Marilyn Ryan at (908)
233-8757.

Sisterhood Announces
Rummage Sale Sunday

AREA – The Sisterhood of Temple
Sha’arey Shalom will conduct its an-
nual rummage sale on Sunday, August
3 in the temple social hall at 78 South
Springfield Avenue in Springfield.
Temple Sha’arey Shalom counts resi-
dents of Westfield and Cranford among
its congregation members.

The rummage sale will take place
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and from 5 to
7:30 p.m. The Temple Sha’arey Sha-
lom Brotherhood, under the leadership
of President Jason Pleva, will provide
assistance for the event. Cindy Sigl is
president of the sisterhood.

Items for sale will include house
wares, clothing, furniture and toys,
among other merchandise. Addition-
ally, Sunday evening will be “Bag
Night,” when a brown grocery bag can
be filled up with assorted items for $5.

Sha’arey Shalom is a Reform Jewish
congregation affiliated with the URJ –
Union for Reform Judaism (formerly
Union of American Hebrew Congrega-
tions – UAHC).

The public is invited to attend the
2008 Temple Sha’arey Shalom Sister-
hood rummage sale. For more informa-
tion, call the temple office at (973) 379-
5387, e-mail office@shaarey.org or visit
the temple website, shaarey.org.

Blood Donors to Receive
Marketplace Certificates

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Saturday,
August 2 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., the
Scotch Plains Business and Professional
Association (SPBPA) will sponsor a
blood drive in conjunction with the
Blood Center of New Jersey.

It will take place at the Scotch Plains
Farmers’ Marketplace, located in the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building park-
ing lot at 430 Park Avenue.

Donors will receive a $20 gift certifi-
cate toward purchases at the market-
place. As part of the SPBPA Commu-
nity Outreach effort, this drive will be
held to meet the community’s increas-
ing need for blood. New Jersey faces
continuing shortages of blood dona-
tions and must import blood regularly
from other states.

Blood Center officials note that each
unit of blood donated is broken down
into several components, including
platelets, plasma and red cells; one
donation can save up to three lives.

Donors are first asked medical his-
tory questions and given a mini-health
check, including pulse, blood pressure
and iron levels. The actual donation of
blood takes five to seven minutes, after
which the donor is given a snack and
juice. The entire process generally takes
less than one hour. Donors will receive
a free cholesterol screening.

Donors must be at least 17 years old,
weigh at least 120 pounds and be in
general good health. There is no upper
age limit for donors, provided they
meet health requirements. Participants
should bring a signed or picture form of

identification. People with a fever or
sore throat should wait until they are
feeling better to donate, and there is a
24-hour deferral for teeth cleanings
and fillings.

Those who have recently traveled
outside of the United States are asked to
call the blood center at (973) 676-4700,
extension 132, for eligibility criteria.

Individuals are encouraged to pre-
register at bloodnj.org. For more infor-
mation, call Jeff Stein at (908) 322-
6774 or the blood center at (800) 652-
5663, ext. 140.

Teens to Hold Shower
For Twilight Couple

FANWOOD – The Teen Group of
the Fanwood Memorial Library will
host a bridal shower on Tuesday, Au-
gust 5 from 4:30 to 6 p.m. in honor of
two characters from Stephanie Meyer’s
latest novel in the Twilight series,
“Breaking Dawn.”

This event will celebrate the mar-
riage of Bella and Edward, the literary
lovebirds from the Twilight series. All
teens in grades 6 to 12, especially fans
of Twilight, are invited to attend.

The festivities will include trivia con-
tests, listening to music, discussion of
the books and the awarding of a copy of
“Breaking Dawn” to one guest. Bridal
shower refreshments will be served.

Interested individuals are asked to
respond by calling the library at (908)
322-6400. The library is located at
North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

Small Pleasures Can Eclipse
God’s Great Reward For Us

By BRIAN NICKLAUS

A few weeks ago, the wife and kids
went to the Bronx Zoo with friends.
Kids are so funny, just like small adults,
really. The kids wanted to finish watch-
ing Curious George before we left,
even though we were trying to tell them
they were going to the zoo. They knew
they were going to the zoo, but were too
into “Monkey George,” as my daughter
calls him.

Then, as I drove them up to their
friend’s house, my four-year-old son
was talking about playing with his train
table. The little boy has a cool play-
room. Even though the zoo (Bronx
Zoo, mind you) was the big, exciting
plan for the day, all he could think of

was playing at his little friend’s house.
You and I are like that. God promises

us so much in the end (a lot now, too),
but we get excited about the little things.
And even the little things that impede or
crowd out what’s most important. We
focus on weak, short-term pleasure
when God wants us to enjoy so much
more.

We call them “trade-offs.” How much
future good are we giving up or passing
up for something now? Whether you
are discussing financial matters or spiri-
tual ones, we are too often like little
kids. Impatient. Concerned only about
now. It’s all about instant gratification.
“Who cares about tomorrow?”

C.S. Lewis was a great Christian
thinker, and he said this:

“…if we consider the unblushing
promises of reward and the staggering
nature of the rewards promised in the
Gospels, it would seem that Our Lord
finds our desires not too strong, but too
weak. We are half-hearted creatures,
fooling about with drink and sex and
ambition when infinite joy is offered
us, like an ignorant child who wants to
go on making mud pies in a slum be-
cause he cannot imagine what is meant
by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We
are far too easily pleased.” (C. S. Lewis,
The Weight of Glory and Other Ad-
dresses [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1965], pp. 1-2.)

* * * * * * *
Mr. Nicklaus is minister of the Echo

Lake Church of Christ, located at 419
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

Register by calling 908.789.4090 X 4140.            
Program open to Westfield Memorial        

Library and MURAL cardholders. 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield  

The Westfield Memorial 

Library Presents 

James L. Dean 

Swing Band 

Wednesday, August 6    

at 6:30 pm 

Mothers to Hear Talk
On Chiropractic Care
CRANFORD – Mothers and More

will host a meeting about chiropractic
care on Wednesday, August 6 at 8 p.m.
Dr. Tricia Mastropietro, director of Fam-
ily Chiropractic of Clark, will discuss
the benefits of chiropractics during preg-
nancy and for children.

Mothers and More is a non-profit
organization dedicated to improving
the lives of mothers through support,
education and advocacy. Member ac-
tivities include fun and informative
meetings, moms’ nights out, a book
club, family events and playgroups,
among other offerings.

The Union County chapter holds
meetings on the first and third Wednes-
days of each month at 8 p.m. at the
Cranford United Methodist Church,
Room 23, located at 201 Lincoln Av-
enue in Cranford. New members are
always welcome. For more informa-
tion, call Lori at (732) 388-4390 or
Katy at (908) 272-4881.

JCC Announces Trip
To Playhouse Aug. 6

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Wednes-
day, August 6, the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey
will sponsor a trip to the Hunterdon
Hills Playhouse to see Let the Good
Times Roll, a show celebrating the music
of a bygone era.

A coach bus will depart at 10:30 a.m.
from Congregation Beth Israel, located
at 18 Shalom Way in Scotch Plains, and
will return there in the late afternoon.
All are welcome.

 Tickets are $75 for JCC members
and $80 for non-members, and include
both the show and lunch with an “all-
you-can-eat” dessert buffet.

The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. To make a
reservation, contact Barbara Weisbart
at bweisbart@jccnj.org or (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 207. More infor-
mation also is available at jccnj.org.
The deadline for reservations is Mon-
day, August 4.

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Murph
Construction Co., Inc.

Fine Quality Homes
CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

Leo C. White Jr.

www.murphconstruction.com

Office: 908.654.9098

Cell: 908.233.9588

Contractor, LLC

Ceramic Tile
and Marble

JOHN DeNICOLA JR.

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Ceramic Tile - Patio & Decks

Owner Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

908-232-7383

Home renovations and

handyman service.

Kitchens, baths,

basements, additions

and more.

Ed & the Boys

973-819-5720

For honest, reliable and
quality work call:

CELEBRATING OUR 22ND YEAR IN BUSINESS!

B&D
PLUMBING

and
HEATING

908-654-7505     LICENSE #7638

REPAIRS / SERVICE WORK / SMALL DRAIN CLEANING

WATER HEATER SPECIALISTS

NO JOB TOO SMALL / WE DO IT ALL

COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

ALTERATIONS

J & R
FURNITURE

Refinish - Restore - Repair

No Job Too Small

Free Estimates,
Pickup & Delivery

Call Joe:

732-371-5054

Warley’s
Painting

INTERIOR - EXTERIOR

Affordable Prices
Free Estimates

973 - 460 - 1274

973 - 474 - 6016

The most cost effective way to get your

home project started & finished.

908-322-4596
201-343-7383

www.gtfmllc.com

Ask For Bill

General Contracting


