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Patient Safety Records
Should be Available

In a few weeks I am scheduled for hip
replacement surgery. Though I trust my
doctors and know the procedure is fairly
routine, I still can’t help but worry a bit.

Through the Patient Safety Act of 2004,
I was able to find out that nearly 460
incidents of preventable medical errors
occur in New Jersey hospitals each year,
and now I’m really concerned. How many
preventable medical errors occurred in
the hospital I am about to receive sur-
gery?

In New Jersey there is no way to find
this answer. Under current law, the De-
partment of Health and Senior Services is
required to report the total number of
preventable medical errors that occur in
New Jersey medical facilities each year.
But where are the errors taking place?
The information is being hidden from us
by the state.

Car shoppers can easily access infor-
mation about their car’s safety record. I
can find the hours of my hospital’s gift
shop and dining services, but I can’t find
out anything about its patient safety record.
New Jerseyans have the right to know
which hospitals have the highest and low-
est error rates. But now, patients like me
can only wonder and worry.

Marilyn Askin
Chief Legislative Advocate

AARP New Jersey

Fraud Hotline
U.S. Attorney Chris Christie asks

anyone with a complaint about sus-
pecting wrongdoing by government
actors (elected and appointed officials,
holders of contracts, etc.) to call him
directly or, if they prefer, call the FBI.
Mr. Christie prefers to talk with people
directly and does not record his phone
calls, so callers need not be concerned.
Contact numbers: U.S. Attorney Chris
Christie (973) 645-2700. FBI’s New-
ark office (973) 792-3000.

Proud to be in Scotch Plains and
Raising My Family in This Community

Cryan and Sen. Lesniak Handover
Asm. Cohen, What is up with That?

Currently Union County Assembly-
man Neil Cohen, (D), is hiding out in a
psychiatric hospital somewhere while
everyone else discusses his future. And
there are those who are waiting for the
announcement of his resignation, as that
will determine their own futures. While
the waiting and watching has been going
on for give or take the past 36 hours, there
are those who had knowledge of the
Assemblyman’s so called “troubles” days
ago.

I am referring of course to his office
partners, running mates and fellow legis-
lators State Senator Ray Lesniak and
Assemblyman and State Democratic
Committee Chairman, but in this situa-
tion more importantly Union County
Undersheriff Joe Cryan.

News reports have indicated that the
discovery of child pornography on
Cohen’s legislative computer occurred
last week, yet the news reported the inci-
dent just this past Thursday evening when
his buddies Lesniak and Cryan issued a
statement praising both their own actions
when the situation was brought to their
attention and expressing their despair.

Their action, Cryan and Lesniak’s, is
said to be that they reported Cohen to the
Office of Legislative Services after con-
fronting him last Monday. The OLS in
turn reported him to the State Attorney
General’s office on Tuesday and some-
where between then and Thursday night
Cohen hot footed it to a psych facility, his
computer was confiscated by the state
police and “Fric and Frac” taped a state-
ment about their joint disappointment to
their legislative office door in Union.

Assemblyman Joseph Cryan, D-Union,
just happens to be one of the highest
ranking law enforcement officers in Union
County. Currently an Undersheriff, it is
said that he is considered to be next in line
to succeed Ralph Froehlich as the top guy
should the Sheriff one day decide he has
had enough. But what has transpired this
week could give one cause for concern
and raise the question, “is Cryan capable
of doing his county job?”

With repugnant criminal activity sus-
pected to be taking place right under their
very noses, why did our county undersh-
eriff go running off to the OLS instead of
immediately contacting the Union County
Prosecutor or his own boss, Froehlich?

With news reports indicating that the
disturbing discovery was made last Fri-

day and the OLS notified on Tuesday,
does that mean that Undersheriff Cryan
sat on this information about illegal activ-
ity for at least four days before reporting
it to any law enforcement authority greater
than himself. Was he being derelict in his
duty as an undersheriff by looking the
other way?

Oh, to have been a fly on the wall on
Monday when Cohen was confronted by
these two; Lesniak and Cryan. Was it at
this meeting that it was decided that Neil
would disappear and take the “rest cure”
at an undisclosed location? Who made
that decision? How was it decided to go to
the OLS instead of local law enforce-
ment, and what did these two experienced
legislators think that the OLS could do or
should do? And further. didn’t Cryan
know what to do? He knew who to call in
to handle the [Karen] Golding situation,
but seemed at a loss when an actual real
crime was being committed.

The maneuvering that has taken place
in the last week makes the Cryan/Lesniak
tale appear questionable and Cohen’s dis-
appearance from the scene suspect. There
has been speculation surfacing that ques-
tions the extent of what was actually
discovered on the computer in question
and there has been at least one report that
pornographic material may have shown
up in this office on at least one other
occasion previously.

Whether or not there is any substance
to any of the allegations remains to be
seen, but judging from Senator Lesniak’s
actions and Assemblyman Cryan’s in-
ability to act, there is definitely some-
thing sinister afoot.

When in anyone’s memory has a covey
of Democrats been willing to abandon
and hand over one of their own? They
usually circle the wagons and loyally
defend the accused all the way to the gas
chamber, even in the case of a guy who
has murdered his own mother on Main
Street. Because this current behavior is so
out of the ordinary for this crew, it will be
interesting to see what direction this in-
vestigation and possible prosecution takes
— including who says what about who —
especially since Cohen’s attorney has told
The Star-Ledger that he/she has advised
Cohen not to resign his position in the
legislature just yet.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

I am writing this letter to express my
sincerest appreciation to all the commu-
nity members that helped me after an
accident I had at my home, in Scotch
Plains, on July 12th. When the incident
first occurred, a landscaper who was in
the area doing work for a neighbor came
to my aid, called the Scotch Plains Police
Department and my wife, and kept me
calm until help arrived.

Officer Stan, of the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department, arrived at the scene and
made sure that I was comfortable and that
my house was secure. The first aid and
ambulance personnel were phenomenal.
Joan and her colleagues from the ambu-
lance squad were extremely compassion-

ate. They made sure I arrived at Overlook
Hospital safely and stayed with me until
I was examined by a doctor.

As a result of the incident, I underwent
a surgical procedure at Overlook Hospi-
tal and the orthopedists from Summit
Medical Group did an excellent job re-
pairing my injury. I want to additionally
thank everyone else who assisted me in-
cluding my neighbors and other Scotch
Plains personnel.

I am proud to be a Scotch Plains resi-
dent and to be raising my family in this
community.

Eric Morrell
Scotch Plains

Stender Supporter Says Voter
Shift to Democrats is Real

Are local towns moving into the “D”
corner? Is there a real shift coming? Yes
to both.

In statewide polls for both the Senate
seat and the presidential race, the Demo-
cratic candidates lead by large margins.
Furthermore, in formerly Republican NJ-
7, Linda Stender (D) has a big fundraising
lead. The reason: as Bill Clinton’s cam-
paign famously pointed out, “It’s the
economy, stupid.”

I know from my own family that the
voter shift is real. My dad was a Republi-
can but now he is living on a fixed in-
come. The subprime mortgage mess
caused a drop in the value of both mutual

funds and his home.
Inflation is eating away at what is left

on his spending power. Many people are
worried about rising unemployment. This
year, 483,000 Americans have lost their
jobs. Even my Republican dad admits
that Republican deregulation went too far
and led to this recession.

Even my Republican dad now supports
Linda Stender for Congress (D-NJ-7). He
agrees with Linda when she says, “We
need real change to get our country back
on the right track and moving in a new
direction.”

Rachel Weinstein
Westfield

With Construction Done, WHS
Parking Spaces Should Be Returned

I read in The Westfield Leader that the
board of education (BOE) is nearing
completion of the Westfield High School
(WHS) bond project that was started in
2000. I hope that the BOE is still planning
to use some of the remaining bond money
to put back student parking spaces on
WHS grounds.

Since the completion of the WHS build-
ing addition, students have been forced
out of the lot behind the school because of
spaces lost due to the building construc-
tion and to make parking available for the
additional staff that was hired. Currently
there are no student parking places on
WHS grounds, which forces students to
look for parking on residential streets.

In years before the WHS addition, many
students parked behind the school. In
order to make the addition complete, stu-
dent parking spaces should be re-estab-
lished on WHS grounds. The parking
spots that were taken away from the stu-
dents should be replaced with additional
on-site parking. Spots could be added
along Rahway Avenue. Two rows could
be added behind the WHS and a circular
driveway could be used in the front of the
school.

Please complete the WHS addition by
re-providing student parking on WHS
grounds.

Mike Nemeth
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Scray – The sea swallow
2. Wachna – The little Alaskan cod
3. Psellism – Any speech defect, as

stammering
4. Javel – A vagabond or lowly person

PTARMIC
1. Producing smoke or soot
2. Causing to sneeze
3. Of an alien or foreign nature
4. Pertaining to the final end or purpose

DAWPATE
1. Putrid; foul-smelling
2. In a relaxed state; resting
3. Formed like a fan
4. A simpleton; a fool

TELLURAL
1. Pertaining to the earth
2. Having wits; sense; understanding
3. Round or oval in form
4. Prophetic; oracular; mysterious

GOBBET
1. A naked cell or mass of protoplasm
2. A chunk of raw flesh
3. A water wheel with buckets
4. A tobacco or money pouch

Good News About
The Post Office

You have recently not only continued
to be timely in sending The Westfield
Leader to us as indicated in your printed
acknowledgement in your issue of July
10, but you have established a new record.
Today, we received our copy, dated the
24th, on the 28th. A 4-day delivery record!

Thank you so much.

Steve and Rose Arbes
Wisconsin

Publisher’s Note: Steve and Rose,
Thank you for letting us know about this.
In mailing throughout the country, we
depend on the post office, and any im-
provement is to their credit. They are
remaking themselves, and perhaps this is
a good trend.

We Need Better People in Office,
Not Better Computer Software

A little more than two weeks ago, information was
provided to us from more than one anonymous
source that the District 20 Legislative office located
at 985 Stuyvesant Avenue in Union, which houses
the offices of Senator Ray Lesniak, Asm. Joe Cryan
and Asm. Neil Cohen, was raided on Wednesday,
July 9, and files and computers were seized. Was this
same information leaked to other newspapers as
well? Is it accurate?

At that time, our reporters immediately con-
tacted local, state and federal agencies to inquire of
the matter. Everything was hush-hush. We have
continued to make inquiries with phone calls, al-
though not many have been returned. It is our
opinion that the real facts are not completely on the
table today.

Along with this, we are unclear about Sen. Lesniak’s
and Asm. Cryan’s statements reported in The Star-
Ledger that last week they investigated reports by a
staffer of child pornography on the computer of their
office mate, Assemblyman  Cohen. The Star-Ledger
also reported that Mr. Lesniak and Mr. Cryan then
contacted the Office of Legislative Services in Tren-
ton last week and turned in Asm. Cohen.

We believe the public needs to know more about
what happened. Specifically, when were the com-
puters really seized and why? If the computers were
seized on July 9, as leaked to us, how could Mr.
Lesniak and Mr. Cryan have conducted a meaning-
ful investigation in their office on July 21-22?

Although despicable, just having child pornogra-
phy on a computer is a low-level crime. We think
there must be more to this.

Did state leaders in Trenton panic last Friday over
the matter? Senate President Richard Codey, et. al.,
in a widely distributed press release, called for
pornography-blocking software to be installed on all
legislative computers. Was this a frantic attempt to
deflect attention from a bigger problem or a move to
salvage the already disparaged reputation of the
Legislature? What other information is on those
computers?

How could spending millions of taxpayer dollars
on anti-pornography software be anything more than
ridiculous? Our legislators are elected and entrusted
with billions of public funds; and making life and
death decisions. But can they not be trusted to turn on
a computer?

We obviously need better people in office, not
better software on their computers.

The public needs to know the complete facts about
what is really going on. Only you, the public, are big
enough to compel this to the light of day.

We keep thinking about U.S. Attorney Chris
Christie’s comments on June 19 about what is in his
prosecuting pipeline for Union County. Could his
comments have anything to do with this current
investigation? For Mr. Christie’s comments, see The
Westfield Leader edition of June 26 and the video on
the Internet at goleader.com.

Coach Urges Westfield to Build
Lightning Shelter at Houlihan

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Westfield Town Administrator Jim Gildea
and copied to the newspaper.

****
I’m sure you’ve seen The Star-Ledger

the last two days, concerning the man
from Elizabeth that was killed by light-
ning at Sandy Hook and the eight others
who were struck! I mention this because
as you know now, for the last 5 years I
have been trying to get a very simple
shelter built at the Houlihan Complex to
protect our youth/adults from lightning
when the alarm sounds.

Presently, all the children are herded
into the parking lot with absolutely no
protection. Capital projects will probably
be discussed by the council very soon and
I think after recent events and the low cost
of erecting a shelter, it should be a prior-
ity. I have in my possession a letter from
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, dated July 14,
2006, indicating that this project will be
considered for the 2007 capital budget
process. Councilman Tom Bigosinski and
Jim Foerst each got a copy.

Three times in June when I was con-
ducting a soccer camp for 9 to 10 year-old
boys and girls, the alarms went off. I had
absolutely no place to move the children
to protect them.

If there is anyone that can get the ball
moving on this, it is you. I appreciate, in
advance, all your efforts to construct a
shelter/pavilion to protect those that are
required to leave the fields at the Houlihan
Complex.

Keith Hertell
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Quote of the Week
“The trouble with socialism is that

you eventually run out of other
people’s money” – Margaret Thatcher.

Mrs. Woodfield, Please
Keep Up The Excellent

Work with Music
I just couldn’t let another day go by

without dropping a line complimenting
Mrs. Wendy Woodfield.

In April of 2008 I was gardening in my
backyard, which backs up to the music
room at Washington School. The stu-
dents were singing “Take Me Out to the
Ball Game.” They sang beautifully, it
sounded like they were professionals on
stage and so in tune with one another. I
enjoyed listening to them.

Mrs. Woodfield is certainly a wonder-
ful music teacher, and not to mention how
well she disciplined the students, by me
noticing the manner in which the children
were so well behaved walking outside
towards the swing set to practice. It was
very refreshing.

Mrs. Woodfield, please keep up the
excellent work. As I look forward to
hearing the wonderful sound of music
from you and the students in the fall of
2008, and again in April of 2009.

Johanna Doerrer
Westfield

Stimulus Checks
More than 150,000 New Jerseyans have

failed to apply for $47 million in federal
economic stimulus checks. The Garden
State ranks 10th in the nation in unclaimed
payments. The Internal Revenue Service
says the deadline to apply is Oct. 15.

Will the $9 Million Buyout Keep
Paper Mill House Playing?

The artistic community across New Jersey let out a
collective sigh of relief at the news of Paper Mill
Playhouse’s partnership with the Township of Millburn.

After months of negotiations, the township has agreed
to buy the land and buildings situated on Brookside
Drive from Paper Mill for $9 million.

The playhouse will pay off its loans and move forward
with a fresh start. The Millburn mayor is touting the deal
as a win-win situation, and it is hard to disagree.

However, because of previous financial mismanage-
ment on the theatre’s part, we hope similar problems can
be averted in the future. What guarantee is there that it
won’t happen again?

A wide swath of people enjoys the playhouse, not just
theatre buffs.

In a 2007 story, former Governor Brendan Byrne, a
Short Hills resident, told The Leader/ Times that Paper
Mill is “part of the culture of our community. I’m a big
fan, and from a purely selfish aspect, I want to see it
survive.”

Kids between the ages of 10 and 18 take part in the
Summer Conservatory Program, and the playhouse has
initiated “Rising Star” Awards to reward excellence in
high school musical productions throughout the state.
Westfield and Scotch Plans-Fanwood high school pro-
ductions have boasted Rising Star nominees and win-
ners. There is an indisputable link between Paper Mill
and our communities in enhancing arts experience and
education.

Naturally, too, the theatre must continue to fund youth
programs to create a new generation of theatergoers.
Theatres in 2008 now have to compete with cell phones,
iPods, iPhones, the Internet, television, blockbuster
movies and DVDs – all at people’s fingertips. In the past,
the theatre was a natural destination for entertainment.
What can be done to interest younger folks in the
theatre? Can more even be done?

Also, there has been an explosion of performing arts
centers in New Jersey. These government-funded cen-
ters can host theatre, movies, speakers, politicians and
comedians. Can Paper Mill not only survive but also

thrive in a landscape that is littered with ways to preoc-
cupy and entertain people? Will theatres eventually have
to expand what they offer the public?

With so much at stake, we can only hope that Paper
Mill will make the right decisions. Does the current
arrangement guarantee solvency or is it a short-term fix?

Obviously, Millburn recognizes the possible eco-
nomic and cultural deficiency that would exist if Paper
Mill were lost. However, we are assuming this $9
million buyout is the equivalent of throwing a Hail Mary
pass to keep the storied theatre. If an unforeseen event
occurs in the future, what last-second shot can be made
then to keep it?

With the state at least attempting to trim its budget,
one would assume that funding for the arts would be on
the chopping block. Can Paper Mill hold on indefi-
nitely?

Mark Jones, the new executive director at Paper Mill,
has a history of aiding financially failing theatre compa-
nies. He arrived at Paper Mill after helping turn around
Shakespeare and Company, which had a $2.6-million
operating deficit when Mr. Jones started in 2004.

In addition, Paper Mill, which has attempted a few
non-traditional performances in the past, must accu-
rately understand what productions put fannies in the
seats.

Those in charge of selecting productions must ac-
knowledge that Millburn is not Manhattan. Perhaps a
few more time-honored classics would help attract a fan
base that is getting older. Obviously, there is a juggling
act. Newer performances have to be considered to attract
younger audiences. Can there be a way to wed the two?

It’s a difficult task, and we believe the proper man-
agement is in place to make it happen after years of
blundering.

However, what assurances can be given to the public?
Can the theatre continue to be a flagship playhouse amid
tightening budgets and the proliferation of performing
arts centers throughout the state? Can it keep theatre
veterans content while catching the attention of a younger
crowd? We’ll have to play it out.


