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POLICE BLOTTER

In 2005, the board denied an applica-
tion to construct 15 townhouses on two
Stagaard Place lots, including 28
Stagaard Place. Several residents, who
lived adjacent to the site, hired attor-
neys to defend their opposition to the
townhouse development and requested
the rezoning of this site. Residents were
opposed to the development because,
they claimed, it would devalue their
homes and create traffic and water run-
off problems in their neighborhood.

After the denial of that application,
the board commissioned their in-house
engineering consultant, T & M Associ-
ates, to conduct an extensive study of
the neighborhood. Based on that study,
the board voted to rezone the Stagaard
Place lots from light industrial to resi-
dential in 2005.

An application submitted by Farley
Avenue resident Art Parchman for a
driveway widening was denied by the
planning board. The current ordinance
limits driveway widths to 10 feet be-
tween the property line and the street,
for a single-car driveway. Mr.
Parchman’s application requested a
variance for five additional feet at the
curb and an 18-foot width up to his
garage. The board cited that the other
driveways in his neighborhood were
within the ordinance limits. They also
told Mr. Parchman that he did not show
an adequate hardship to qualify for a
variance.

The board approved a variance ap-
plication for an oversized retaining wall
surrounding a rear-yard deck for appli-
cant Thomas Virga at 209 Paterson
Road. The application was submitted
after construction was already com-
pleted. Mr. Virga told the board that he
was not aware that he needed variance
approval or a permit for the oversized
retaining wall or for the pre-existing
driveway improvements until after
Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor dis-
covered these improvements were made
without the proper permits and vari-
ances.

The board approved the retaining-
wall variance with the condition that
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Developer Files Lawsuit
Against FW Planning Board

Mr. Virga would reduce his driveway
width from the existing 20 feet to com-
ply with the ordinance of 10 feet.

The ordinance for retaining walls
limits their height to four feet Mr. Virga
explained to the board he had to con-
struct a wall of diminishing height
around his deck, which was 5 feet in
height at some points in order to con-
tain a hazardous drop-off.

Other conditions of approval included
improvements to the storm-water drain-
age system required by Mr. Pryor. Mr.
Pryor explained to the board that Mr.
Virga’s property required a complex
system of overflow piping and swells to
route runoff to the rear of his yard.

Russell Road homeowner, Neal
Pierce, whose property is adjacent to
Mr. Virga’s, voiced his concerns to the
board that Mr. Virga had re-graded his
property, without the proper permits,
causing Mr. Pierce’s French drain and
sump pump to be overly-taxed by run-
off from Mr. Virga’s property. Mr. Pryor
recommended a re-graded swell and
reconfiguration of piping to correct the
runoff problems.

Mr. Pierce told the board he has been
complaining of this overflow problem
to the borough since September 2006
without an adequate solution. He also
voiced his “dismay” that Mr. Virga was
approved, without consequences, for
constructing these improvements with-
out first obtaining the proper permits or
variance approvals.

Board Chairman Gregory Cummings
admonished Mr. Virga, stating, “I am
deeply disturbed that a contractor would
make these changes without going
through the proper approvals.” Mr.
Cummings explained to Mr. Pierce that
the board was limited in what conse-
quences they could impose on Mr. Virga
for this over-site.

The next agenda meeting of the board
will be held on Monday, September 15
and the next regular meeting will be
held on Wednesday, September 24. Both
meetings will be at 7:30 p.m. in the
borough council chambers. The board
will not meet in August.

by law enforcement wherever it is
found.”

Mr. Cohen has represented the 20th
District, which includes Elizabeth,
Kenilworth, Roselle and Union, since
1994, and also served from 1990 to
1991. He served on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders from
1988 to 1990.

Mr. Cohen also resigned as general
counsel to the Union County Utilities
Authority, a $109,000 post, and as
Union County Planning Board attor-
ney, a $27,000 salary.

According to Susan Evans, director
of communications at the New Jersey
Department of State, under state guide-
lines the Union County Democratic
Committee has 35 days from the time
the department receives notice of resig-
nation to fill the vacancy with an in-
terim successor. Ms. Evans told The
Times, Tuesday, that the department
has yet to receive Mr. Cohen’s resigna-
tion.

A special election will be held in
November to fill the remaining year on
Mr. Cohen’s term. Both parties must
have their candidate’s names certified
48 days before the general election.
The Democrats can choose to place
someone other than the interim succes-
sor on the November ballot.

Phil Morin, Union County Republi-
can Committee chairman, told The Times
that if the allegations against Mr. Cohen
are true, “He should be prosecuted to the
fullest extent of the law. Never forget the
real victims in child pornography are the
children themselves who are forced to
participate in these heinous [acts].”

Mr. Morin said he has reached out to
all four municipal chairs within the
district and will have candidates shortly.
He said the GOP plans to hold a con-
vention after potential candidates are
identified.

He said the GOP has “some pretty
natural candidates,” including  C. Louis
Bassano, a former state senator from
the district; Linda Gagliano, a former
Union school board member and 2007
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state senate candidate; Kathi Fiamingo,
the mayor of Kenilworth, and Roselle’s
Esther Guzman-Malcolm, a former can-
didate for sheriff.

He said no matter whom the Demo-
crats select to fill the term, “they will
just give voters more of the same.”

On the Democratic side, Mr. Morin
called first-term Roselle Councilwoman
Cecelia Dallas-Ricks the “presumptive
frontrunner” in a field that also includes
current Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada and Patricia Perkins-Auguste,
at-large councilman in Elizabeth.

Mr. Morin said he heard “rumblings”
that Mr. Estrada would be interested.

Mr. Estrada, an Elizabeth resident
and manager at the Elizabeth Motor
Vehicle Commission, confirmed with
The Times on Tuesday that he would be
interested in the Assembly seat.

Mr. Estrada, who has lived in the
20th district for more than 40 years,
said he “knows the ins and outs” of the
area, as well as the “makeup” of the
community.

“I know what the job requires,” he
said.

The freeholder added, “On the en-
vironment, evening the playing field
with regards to social services and
bringing the community together, my
record is clear.”

With new dual-office-holding laws in
place, Mr. Estrada would have to resign
from the freeholder board if selected. His
seat expires at the end of the year.

In 2006, Mr. Morin called for an
investigation into Mr. Estrada’s actions
after then-Attorney General Zulima
Farber called Mr. Estrada to straighten
out driver’s license and car registration
issues associated with Ms. Farber’s
boyfriend, Hamlet Goore.

Mr. Morin said he is “not quite sure”
what the results of the investigation
were. “Regardless, it leaves some clear
questions as to his judgment.”

While admitting that the situation is
not clear, he said a “chain reaction”
would go off if Mr. Estrada were tapped
for the position.

Westfield
Wednesday, July 23, Hector Menjivar-

Mejia, 35, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding South Plainfield warrant and
an outstanding Harding Township war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop in the area
of Park Street and Central Avenue. He
posted bail and was released.

Wednesday, July 23, Michael C.
Johnson, 32, of Westfield responded to
police headquarters where he was ar-
rested for an outstanding Garwood war-
rant. He posted bail and was released.

Wednesday, July 23, Salvatore Fazio,
24 of Westfield responded to police head-
quarters where he was arrested for an
outstanding Westfield warrant. He posted
bail and was released.

Friday, July 25, Jobin Mathew, 18, of
Westfield was arrested and charged with
possession of marijuana in the area of
Wells Street and Fairacres Avenue after
police received a call of a suspicious
vehicle. Mathew was released with a sum-
mons pending and a court date.

Friday, July 25, Bishara Tyler, 32, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing New Brunswick warrant after a
motor vehicle stop in the area of Lamberts
Mill Road and Spruce Lane. Tyler posted
bail and was released.

Saturday, July 26, a joint investigation
with Clark police resulted in the arrest of
three individuals: Bryan Fowler, 20;
Christopher Dean, 20, and Corey Perez,
20, all Cranford residents.

Police said the arrests were pursuant to
a burglary of a residence on Manchester
Drive. Each suspect was charged with
burglary, theft, criminal mischief and
possession of burglary tools. Bail was set
at $25,000 for Dean and Perez and $10,000
for Fowler, police said, pending a supe-
rior court date of August 1.

Sunday, July 27, Ikemefuna Okwuosa,
21, of Union was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant following a motor vehicle
stop at East Broad Street and Euclid Av-
enue. He posted bail and was released.

Sunday, August 27, a resident of the
900 block of Ripley Avenue reported the
theft of two laptop computers and an
emerald ring. The total value of items
taken was placed at $18,500.

Mountainside
Thursday, July 24, a resident of Bay-

berry Lane reported receiving several calls
from a collection agency regarding a check
that he supposedly cashed in the amount
of $1,022. According to police, the front
of the check had an address in Elizabeth
where the victim never resided and the
victim stated that he never wrote or cashed
a check in that amount. The victim filed
an affidavit stating the above and the
incident is under investigation.

Thursday, July 24, a resident of Lark-
spur Drive reported that as she was driv-
ing on Route 22 she noticed a vehicle she
described as a dark red, older model com-
pact four-door station wagon occupied by
five white males in their late teens travel-
ing east. According to police, the victim
stated that the vehicle attempted to paral-
lel her car and when it was directly along
side hers, a passenger threw an object into
the open driver’s side window of her
vehicle.

The object was determined to be a
Kentucky Fried Chicken soda cup full of
soda, police said. The victim did not sus-
tain any injuries, but police have broad-
casted a SPEN alert to neighboring juris-
dictions to stop and hold any vehicle
matching the description noted in this
report, authorities said.

Monday, July 28, Francisco G. Lebron,
34, of Newark was arrested at the Essex
County jail for an outstanding
Mountainside warrant.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, July 23, Michael T.

Sweeney, 38, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant out of
Plainfield. According to police, he was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Thursday, July 24, Thomas P. Creamer
18, of Elmwood Park was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana after
a field investigation. According to police,
he was processed and released on a sum-
mons.

Thursday, July 24, Charles H. Will-
iams, 49, of Plainfield was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop for an outstanding
warrant out of Elizabeth. According to
police, he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Thursday, July 24, Michael J. Molina,
24, of Elizabeth was arrested for an out-
standing warrant out of Elizabeth. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed and
released after posting bail.

Friday, July 25, Ivano Pizzarno, 19, of
Scotch Plains was arrested for criminal
mischief and criminal trespassing after a
field investigation. According to police,
he was processed and released with a
summons.

Sunday, July 27, Janine F. Lytle, 25, of
Plainfield was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop for an outstanding warrant out
of Middlesex. According to police, she
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, July 27, Xiomilka Rodriguez,
26, of Allentown, Pa. was arrested and
charged with driving a vehicle reported
stolen from Jersey City. According to
police, she was processed and released
with a summons.

improved since last year.”
“I think some people have said

that our market has a better variety
of fresh vegetables and fruit,” he
said, adding that when Westfield
moved its Farmers Market from a
weekday to Saturday, it might have
done more harm than good.

“If all of the local markets are on
Saturday, then they start to take busi-
ness away from each other,” Mr. Stein
said.

“In the past, I know people en-
joyed going to [to the Westfield
Market] on a Wednesday, let’s say,
and getting fresh produce and com-
ing to our Market on a Saturday and
getting fresh produce again,” he said.
“That way they always had fresh
produce during the week.’

Mr. Stein added that this is the way
things are done in Europe. People can
cook fresh food every day because
they bought it fresh daily.

“We had the same situation here,”
Mr. Stein said.

Recently, he noticed that more
families and younger families have
been in attendance at the Scotch
Plains Farmers Market. These
changes aren’t the only differences.

The Scotch Plains Farmers Mar-
ket now has an organic baker, which
is new. He also said one the farmers
sell organic produce grown from
another New Jersey organic farmer.

According to the Global Market
for Organic Food and Drink, organic
food sales have increased from $23
billion in 2002 to $40 billion in 2006.

However, Westfield cannot jump
onto the organic food bandwagon as
easily as Scotch Plains has. Ms.
McElynn had sought to bring or-
ganic produce to Westfield through
the Purple Dragon co-op, but as a
member of the New Jersey Council
of Farmers and Communities pro-
duce sold at the market must be
grown in New Jersey and at the farm
owned by the farmer selling the
goods. She said an inspection re-
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Farmers Market
vealed that Purple Dragon imports
organic fruits. She also said there are
a limited number of organic farmers
in New Jersey and they produce a
small volume of crops.

The Chamber is looking into
whether it wants to stay a member of
the council. For the October 3 Cham-
ber board meeting, this topic is al-
ready on the agenda. The Chamber
will look at both the benefits and the
restrictions of staying a member of
the council. Some of the items the
Chamber will look into are being
able to sell organic food and the fee
that has to be paid to the council to
stay a member.

Scotch Plains is not a member of
the council. Elizabeth, Roselle Park,
and Springfield are the only other
Union County towns that have mar-
kets that are part of the council.

According to the Downtown
Cranford Management Corporation,
Cranford has not had a Farmers Mar-
ket in about three years as they have
their own farm in town, Dreyer’s
Farm on Springfield Avenue.

Katherine Vowell contributed to
this story.
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FW Council Introduces
Amended Municipal Budget
Given this decreasing amount of

extraordinary aid, Fred Tompkins,
chief financial officer, explained
changes to the budget in order to
lower the currently high tax num-
bers. Revisions, for example, include
a surplus fund of $20,000 generated
by parking funds, from $420,000 to
$440,000. The new number is a more
accurate account, said Mr. Tompkins,
who explained the first number had
the “parking fees and meters all
jumbled together.”

The amendment also included the
Consolidated Municipal Property Tax
Relief Aid, a form of funding sepa-
rate from extraordinary aid. These
funds valued at $121,376 in the
amendment, versus $76,660 in Feb-
ruary.

The borough also reduced items
for conventions or “any extras” for
the council, according to Mayor Mahr.

Mayor Mahr added that the reduc-
tion did affect departmental budgets,
personnel and salaries. She said the
council did “everything they could”
to prevent this.

Also in the budget revisions was
added revenue for a bulk waste pick-
up program, which the council plans
to begin in Fanwood. Passing the
ordinance on this issue was the topic
of a later portion of the meeting.

Mayor Mahr said the council had
“toyed with the idea” last year. But
this year, she said, because of the
expenses, the council felt they had to
operate a bulky waste pickup. “When
you’re looking at personnel decisions,
it behooves the council to look at
other ways to lessen the cuts,” she
said. The curbside pick-up program,
she said, was one of those ways.

The revenue expected for the
project totals at $49,000, working
under an estimation that half of the
town residents participate, said Mr.
Tompkins. He said he “was trying to
be conservative with the numbers…
otherwise we’re just digging our-
selves another hole for next year.”
The fee for pick-up will be $65, the
same as charged in Scotch Plains for
the town’s bulk curbside pick-up pro-

gram.
Additionally, the council passed an

ordinance to increase off-street
monthly permit parking fees for the
train station lots, as another area to
generate revenue. Permit owners will
now pay an additional three dollars a
month for residents, and an extra five
dollars a month for nonresidents. Even
with these changes, the council said
that permit fees were still less than
those in Westfield, Summit or Berke-
ley Heights.

The meeting marked one of the final
steps in a extensive string of meetings
— “seventeen times, I’d guess,” said
Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern —
that began in February regarding the
borough’s 2008-2009 budget.

To continue moving forward with
the changes, the council must now
apply for a cap waiver from the state.
A cap waiver application is necessary
when a municipality raises the tax
levy more than 4 percent. Fanwood is
about $300,000 over this mark, Mr.
Tompkins said.

The council did not forsee any prob-
lems in the hearing of the cap waiver
application, which will be held on
August 13.

“In our case, I can’t see them (the
state) overturning the cap waiver,”
Mr. Tompkins said. “If they say no,
they’d have to cut some of our sur-
plus… we let them know we’re hold-
ing down appropriations as much as
we can.”

A public hearing on the budget is
scheduled for August 20. After this
hearing, the council can “finally” pass
the budget, Mayor Mahr said.

The process has “frustrated” the
council, said Mayor Mahr, because
“the state keeps changing the playing
rules on us,” regarding extraordinary
aid and cap waivers. “Their method-
ology is of squeezing municipalities,
and trying to make us shrink,” she
said.

“Compared where we were sitting
in January, I’m more satisfied. I’m
not going to say I’m pleased with [the
budget], but I’m more satisfied,”
Mayor Mahr said.

Benevolent Association requested
only a one-year contract extension
to succeed the expiring three-year
agreement because “with elections
and a new mayor and a new township
manager, we figured let’s get a one-
year deal” that would allow time for
some of the new personnel “to first
get their feet wet” in their new posi-
tions without immediately having to
face a contract negotiation. He said
the 2009 salary increases for the
various job titles will be the same as
this year.

The council’s public hearing on
the ordinance will be Tuesday, Au-
gust 12.
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Cops Raise

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A FAIR SHAKE...Fourth Ward Westfield Councilman Tom Bigosinski, left,
shakes hands with Freeholder Al Mirabella, a Fanwood resident. County repre-
sentatives attended the meeting to hear concerns of the Westfield council and
promote the relationship between the county and municipality.

County GOP Calls for Cohen
Campaign Funds to be Frozen

COUNTY — In response to former
Assemblyman Neil Cohen’s resigna-
tion following allegations that por-
nography involving children was found
on his legislative office computer,
Union County Republican Chairman
Phil Morin issued the following state-
ment:

“As the investigation of child por-
nography allegations apparently con-
tinues against former Assemblyman
Neil Cohen and election laws mandate
that a special election be held this
November as a result of the legislative
vacancy, the Union County Republi-
cans are calling for both his individual
and joint legislative campaign accounts
with Assemblyman Cryan to be frozen
until the investigation is complete.

“No campaign funds should be used
for Mr. Cohen’s personal legal de-
fense or doled out as campaign contri-

butions in the interim.
“If the allegations are true, we call

upon Mr. Cohen to donate all funds in
his individual and joint campaign ac-
counts to the National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children (NCMEC)
to help in the fight against child por-
nography and to assist the only true
victims of such a heinous crime. Ac-
cording to their website, financial do-
nations to the NCMEC ‘help advance
their mission to prevent child abduc-
tion and sexual exploitation’ and ‘as-
sist victims of abduction and sexual
exploitation, their families and the pro-
fessionals who serve them.”

According to the release: Election
Law Enforcement Commission advi-
sory opinion AO-01-2008 limits the
use of campaign funds for criminal
legal defense. Charitable donations
are specifically authorized.

Sharpe James Sentenced;
27 Months Stirs Debate

SP Farmers Market Sets
Blood Drive Gift Certificate
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Saturday,

August 2, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., the
Scotch Plains Farmers Market will fea-
ture a blood drive. Donors will receive
a $20 gift certificate towards purchases
at the market. The market is located at
the Municipal Building parking lot at
430 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The Scotch Plains Business and Pro-
fessional Association (SPBPA) is spon-
soring the blood drive in conjunction
with The Blood Center of New Jersey.

As part of the SPBPA community
outreach effort, this drive is being
held to meet the urgency of the
community’s increasing need for
blood.

According to the Blood Center, New
Jersey faces shortages of blood dona-
tions and must import blood regularly
from other states. Donations are needed
to meet the needs of New Jersey hospi-
tals for the patients who require life
saving transfusions.

Each unit of blood donated is broken
down into several components includ-
ing platelets, plasma and red cells. One
donation can save up to three lives.

For the donation process, donors are
first asked medical history questions
and given a mini-health check, includ-
ing pulse, blood pressure and iron level.
The donation of blood takes five to
seven minutes, and then the donor is

given a snack and juice. The entire
process generally takes under one hour.
Donors will receive a free cholesterol
screening.

“This event helps bring friends and
neighbors together and provides an
opportunity for an act of kindness,”
said Jeff Stein, Farmers Marketplace
manager. “It also rewards donors with
a healthy and engaging variety of pro-
duce, baked goods, and gourmet style
food products. We are looking forward
to making this an annual event,” he
said.

Donors must be 17 years of age,
weigh at least 120 pounds, and be in
general good health. There is no upper
age limit for donors, provided they
meet health requirements. Donors
should bring a signed or picture form of
identification. People with a fever or
sore throat should wait until they are
feeling better before donating, and there
is a 24-hour deferral for teeth cleanings
and fillings.

For those who have recently traveled
outside of the United States, call the
blood center at (973) 676-4700, ext.
132 for eligibility criteria.

Interested donors are encouraged to
pre-register for the event at bloodnjorg.
For more information, call Mr. Stein at
(908) 322-6774, or the Blood Center at
(800) 652-5663, extension 140.

Court Upholds Conviction
In 2003 Westfield Arrest

ELIZABETH – On July 28, appel-
late judges Rudy Coleman and Tho-
mas Lyons ruled against Warren
Guerrier on appeal from the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Law Division,
Union County.

The defendant’s position was that
the arresting officers in 2003 in Westfield
violated his rights under the Fourth
Amendment to the Constitution, to be
free from unreasonable searches and
seizures.

Guerrier appealed an October 21,
2005 judgment of conviction entered
following the trial court’s acceptance
of his March 2, 2005 guilty plea to third
degree conspiracy to commit the crime
of identity theft, and third degree pos-
session of devices and materials to make
false drivers’ licenses.

Guerrier had moved to suppress evi-
dence seized from his car after a stop
for traffic violations in Westfield. Ac-
cording to court papers, the court found
that the police had the right to stop the
vehicle and probable cause to conduct
the subsequent search of the interior of
the car because the smell of marijuana

emanated from the vehicle.
The court found that the arresting

Westfield police officers had acted cor-
rectly.

According to court documents, on
September 12, 2003, at approximately
12:01 a.m., Officers James Stivale and
Kevin O’Keefe of the Westfield Police
Department pulled over a Honda wagon
driven by Guerrier. The reasons for the
stop were that the officers observed
that the car had an unreadable expira-
tion date on its Virginia license plate
tag and the car’s front side windows
were “unlawfully” tinted.

The documents state the officers
approached the vehicle and asked the
driver, Guerrier, to provide his driv-
ing credentials. Guerrier could not
produce them. At that time, Officer
O’Keefe detected a strong odor of
marijuana emanating from the ve-
hicle.

Officer O’Keefe then instructed
Guerrier and his passenger, co-de-
fendant Alexander Young, to exit the
vehicle. Both men were advised of
their Miranda rights, authorities said.

NEWARK – U.S. District Judge
William Martini sentenced former
State Senator and former Newark
Mayor Sharpe James to 27 months in
prison on Tuesday. James was also
fined $100,000, NJ.com reported.

Co-conspirator Tamika Riley was
sentenced to 15 months in jail.

After being sentenced, they were
released. They are expected to report
to prison on September 15.

In a highly publicized trial, a jury
convicted James and Riley of fraud
and conspiracy last summer. Riley
and James were romantically in-
volved. Riley is 39, and James, who is
married, is 72.

The conviction was a joint pros-
ecution effort by U.S. Attorney Chris-
topher Christie, Attorney General
Anne Milgram and the FBI.

The prosecution of James, initiated
two years ago, brought an end to the
career of the Democratic Party power

broker, whose influence was far reach-
ing in the state. James, in public office
for 20 years, has accumulated millions
of dollars in the bank, a yacht, Rolls
Royce and a number of properties,
according to published reports.

The light sentence given to James
and Riley by the judge stirred contro-
versy. Mr. Christie said his office will
appeal the sentence, contending it was
unreasonable under federal sentenc-
ing guidelines. Judge Martini said the
sentencing was in line with that given
to other corrupt, convicted politicians
in the state, according to NJ.com.

James and Riley’s crime involved
their conspiracy in the fraudulent sale
of publicly owned city property of
which hundred’s of thousands of dol-
lars in profits were garnered.

About his light sentencing, the
judge further added that he failed to
see who was the victim in this crime,
NJ.com reported.


