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Westfield Tax Bills to
Be Mailed This Month
WESTFIELD — The town has re-

ceived its tax rate for 2008-2009. Tax
bills are being prepared and will be
mailed out by the end of the month,
according to Westfield Tax Collector
Susan Noon.

According the state statute, tax-
payers have 25 calendar days from
the date the bill is postmarked to
make payment. Payments received
after the 25-day period will accrue
interest back to the original due date
of August 1, 2008, Please note that
the November 2008, February 2009
and May 2009 tax payment due dates
will not change due to this late tax
billing.

Those persons who would like to
be reminded of the tax payment due
date by e-mail each quarter, should
go to the town’s official website at
westfieldnj.gov and click on e-alert
e-mail updates and enter their e-mail
address and register under “tax de-
partment notifications.” They will get
a confirmation e-mail indicating that
they have registered correctly.

The office of the tax collector will
be open on Friday August 1, 2008
from 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. for the col-
lection of property taxes. Please con-
tact the tax office with any questions
or concerns at (908) 789-4051, ex-
tension 4050, or by e-mail at
taxcollector@westfieldnj.gov.

WHS Bond Project Nearing
Completion with Repairs

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education is nearing comple-
tion of the Westfield High School
(WHS) bond project that was started
in 2000. Last Tuesday, the board ap-
proved a bid to Tekton Development
Corp. in the amount of $399,000 to
make improvements to the high school
ceilings and corridors.

Business Administrator Bob
Berman explained the details of the
bid to The Westfield Leader on July
17. This project will replace the ceil-
ings and lights in the corridors of the
old building, not the science center,
which is new. The drop ceilings in the
back of the high school that was built
in the 1960’s will be taken out and
replaced, and more energy-efficient
lights, with motion sensors, will be
installed. The part of the school that
was built in the 1950’s does not have
drop ceilings and the company will
install a drop ceiling and much
brighter lights. Emergency lights will
be built into the lights as well, making
“more emergency lighting than we
ever had,” Mr. Berman said.

He said the old way of installing
emergency lights is with the emer-
gency box and two lights attached.
The modern method is building them
directly into the existing light fix-
tures in the ceiling. He said when the
lights go out “four will not come on,
but two will.” Meaning half of the
overhead lights are wired for emer-
gencies and will illuminate if a power
outage occurs.

Over the course of the eight years,
the high school has seen an assort-
ment of improvements paid for

through the $21,495,000 bond project.
An addition to the school was built,

as well as a new girls’ field house.
Much of the interior was remodeled,
along with all new floor tiles in the
WHS corridors. The gymnasium was
updated, including new bleachers that
replaced the dated all-wooden bleach-
ers, and the floor was re-sanded. A
science addition was also built.

The guidance and main office area
was renovated. The auditorium was
revitalized with an all new sound and
light system, new seats were put in,
now including over 1,000 seats, and
areas that are handicap accessible.

Mr. Berman explained that the au-
ditorium has about 50 to 75 seats less
than before to make room for handi-
cap seating areas, the lighting and
sound equipment, and the orchestra.
“We gave more room for the orches-
tra,” he said.

As part of the bond project ap-
proved Tuesday, the auditorium lobby
will receive a makeover. The wood
walls will be sanded and re-stained
and the lighting will be updated and
brighter. The cost for the lobby is
$61,000 of the $399,000. Mr. Berman
said since the bid came in at a good
rate that the board had funds to pay
for the auditorium lobby renovation.
As is mandatory, the bid was the
lowest to come in.

“I’m very happy with the contrac-
tor because he is doing Lincoln
School,” Mr. Berman said.

The bond has one more project to
fulfill, installing air conditioning in
the high school. Mr. Berman said the
board is working on the bid specifica-
tion and expects to send it out in the
next two weeks.

Taxes Going Up Between Four
And 13 Percent; WF Up 6.4 Percent

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Homeowners in the county
will soon receive tax bills with hikes
ranging from $400 to $900 (or 4 to 13
percent) from last year.

Westfield taxpayers face an average
property tax bill hike of $655 (or 6.5
percent) for a total bill of $12,238,
according to tax information obtained
by The Westfield Leader from the town’s
tax collector’s office.

School taxes are going up $334 to
$7,529, county taxes are up $150 to
$2,448, and Westfield municipal taxes
are up $164 to $2,150. The open space
tax is up $7. Town taxes are based on an
average home assessment of $183,500
in 2008 and $181,500 in 2007.

School taxes account for 61 percent
of the Westfield property tax, while the

county and town represent 20 and 18
percent of the tax bill, respectively.

“Overall, between county, school and
town, it is not as bad as it could have
been. Unfortunately, it’s going to be
worse next year,” said Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea, saying that munici-
pal pensions will not be exempt from
the 4 percent cap on tax increases next
year, as was the case in 2008.

Property taxes in Scotch Plains are
going up 4.22 percent on average, ac-
cording to the Scotch Plains Township
Manager Tom Atkins. The increase,
based on an assessment of $121,000, is
$415.

The total township tax bill this year
will be $10,254. Broken down by tax
entity, township residents will pay
$6,590 to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, an increase of

$264 over 2007; $1,840 to the town-
ship, a $96 increase, and $1,722 to the
County of Union, up $53 over last year.

The school tax accounts for 64.27
percent of the total township tax bill,
followed by the municipal tax of 17.95
percent and the county, which repre-
sents 16.79 percent of the tax bill.

Scotch Plains residents will also pay
open space taxes of $77 to the county
and $24 to the township.

“It’s (the 2008 increase) probably a
little less [than in previous years],” he
said. “We have seen years when [taxes]
went up by $500 to $600.

“We have not been under 4 percent in
years, unfortunately,” he acknowledged.

Mr. Atkins predicted that in future
years, many towns would face budget
years like Fanwood did this year, re-
sulting in “elimination of programs.”

Garwood and Fanwood have yet to
adopt their municipal budgets as both
had to wait for the state to approve their
extraordinary aid requests. Those num-
bers were announced July 11.

Based on tax rates supplied by
Garwood’s chief financial officer, Sandy
Bruns, Garwood residents will pay
$7,794 in property taxes, $887 or 13
percent more than 2007, based on an
assessed home of $100,000. This year,
residents will pay an average of $3,500
for their local school tax, $173 over last
year; $1,640 to the county, a $534 hike,
and $54 for the county’s open space tax
for a total of $5,194, excluding the
municipal tax, which will not be re-
vealed until the municipal budget is
completed in late August. Last year
borough residents paid $2,424 on aver-
age in municipal taxes.

At Tuesday’s borough council meet-
ing, Council President Kathleen
Villaggio said the municipal taxes would
increase $177.

Garwood will receive $250,000 in
extraordinary aid. Mayor Dennis
McCarthy has said while significant, it
would not reduce tax bills.

In Fanwood, 2008 tax rates have yet
to be sent to the town, according to

Regional Health Director Cornish
Tackles Restaurant Regulations

By SARA MAGNOLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Megan Cornish
is now in her third month since being
appointed acting health officer for
the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment, whose jurisdiction encom-
passes Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Roselle Park, Springfield and Sum-
mit, in addition to Westfield.

“Every day is different,” Ms. Cor-
nish told The Westfield Leader of her
multi-faceted position. Prior to her
recent promotion, she was the
department’s nursing supervisor for
about one year, and beginning in 2004
she held the position of nursing coor-
dinator for the Morris County Health

Department.
The Westfield Regional Health

Department is responsible for re-
sponding to environmental com-
plaints, collecting vital statistics, pro-
viding educational programs, hold-
ing routine health screenings and per-
forming restaurant inspections to en-
sure that New Jersey’s State Depart-
ment of Health and Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) rules and
regulations are being followed
throughout the region.

Ms. Cornish’s predecessor, Robert
Sherr, went into partial retirement
this spring, after serving in the de-
partment for almost 30 years. He cur-
rently provides support and guidance
to Ms. Cornish on a consulting basis,
and will continue to do so until the
start of 2009.

“We’re in touch a lot,” Ms. Cornish
said. “Even if I don’t call him, he calls
to make sure everything is okay. He’s
been wonderful.”

The same is true of the community,
who, according to Ms. Cornish, has
been equally “wonderful” through-

Sara Magnola for The Westfield Leader
NEW HEALTH OFFICER…The newly appointed acting health officer for the
Westfield Regional Health Department, Megan Cornish, is shown in the
department’s office on East Broad Street in Westfield last Friday.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
BARGAIN BONANZA...Shoppers take advantage of Westfield’s Sidewalk Sale,
which took place July 17-20. Passer-bys perused tables of merchandise that lined
the sidewalks for great deals, despite the 90-degree weather last weekend.

Ben Corbin for The Westfield Leader
IN MEMORY OF...A special ceremony for Megan Beck took place July 17 at Tamaques Park. Megan was a Westfield High
School graduate who passed away from cancer in January 2005. Pictured are the many who attended this event where a
statue was unveiled and dedicated to Megan.

out the transition.
Among the many challenges she

faces, she said one of the largest has
been enforcing and implementing new
methods of restaurant inspection to
be in compliance with new state-man-
dated changes.

“Before, the law said we would go
in and make sure [the establishment]
was clean and people were washing
their hands,” Ms. Cornish told The
Leader. “Now we’re actually looking
very specifically into how the food is
prepared, [including] temperatures
and making sure there is no cross-
contamination, so it is a much more
involved process.”

All inspections are unannounced
and restaurant owners and managers
are required to let the inspectors in-
side when they show up. In keeping
with the new state guidelines, inspec-
tions now must be conducted while
food is being served, so the inspec-
tors see first-hand that everything is
being done to code, which Ms. Cor-
nish said is “better for the commu-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Garwood Council Presents
Reduced Municipal Budget

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Garwood munici-
pal taxes are expected to rise $177
over last year under an amended mu-
nicipal budget revealed at Tuesday
night’s borough council meeting.

The revised budget, introduced by
Council President and Finance Com-
mittee Chairwoman Kathleen
Villaggio, includes $250,000 in ex-
traordinary aid received from the state.

Within this new budget framework,
she said municipal taxes would rise
$177, a 65 percent decrease com-
pared to the budget’s initial calcula-
tion for borough taxes, which totaled
roughly $500.

“We got the $177 [tax] by decreas-
ing general appropriations and rev-
enues going up,” Ms. Villaggio said.
General appropriations were reduced

by $123,368, and revenues increased
by $528,000.

Decreasing the tax from the initial
$500 increase to the new $177 amount
is “a tremendous decrease,” said Ms.
Villaggio, and a “big help to our resi-
dents in the borough.”

However, she said, this year’s bud-
get, was “very, very tough,” and “next
year’s will not be any easier.” She
said the council would benefit by
beginning preparations soon for the
2009 budget.

“This is honestly the toughest job
this council has to do all year,” said
Councilman Keith Sluka, regarding
the budget. “Many departments aren’t
happy — honestly, most departments
probably aren’t happy — but the com-
mittee was literally pounding the state
for money.”

Ms. Villaggio said, “most depart-
ments took a reduction” in order to
keep the borough taxes low. She said
the council was not immune to such
decreases either.

“We took a reduction in our ex-
penses ourselves,” she said. “Each
and every one of us feels that we
should also feel the cuts.”

Resident Bruce Paterson ques-
tioned the council as to where the
revenue from taxes is received, spe-
cifically, the county’s portion of the
Garwood tax bill.

“We’re getting nothing for [our
taxes] — 20 cents to the dollar,” he
said. “I can’t believe I’m in here a
second time,” he said, in reference to
previous statements on the matter.

“This is the county versus the resi-
dents,” he said. “This is the people
versus the government.”

During the public portion of the
official meeting, Mr. Paterson said, “I
see $2.2 million of Garwood’s tax
going up to the county. Is it really that
hard to convene a committee to study
this?”

Mr. Paterson, did, however, add
that he would “like to thank Villaggio
and her committee.” He said the bor-
ough must “address all costs,” par-
ticularly because “we’re talking about
a merging situation… if taxes get too
high.”

For the time being, however, “If
you keep taxes low, people will be
less pinched to think about that.”

The public hearing for the amended
municipal budget will be held on
Tuesday, August 12.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBRANCE…(From the archives of May 29, 2003) Grand Marshal Alfred
Riker of Westfield, the chaplain of the Martin Wallberg Post of the American
Legion, gave the opening prayer and benediction at the 2003 Memorial Day
ceremony, which was held indoors. Mr. Riker also was slated to be the parade’s
Grand Marshal. Mr. Riker passed away on Monday, July 21.

Mountainside BOE Reviews
Elementary Math Program

By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Board of Education met
Tuesday at the Beechwood School to
conduct its only meeting in July. At
the meeting, the board discussed math
curriculum, administrative issues and
agreed on changes to the upcoming
school calendar.

Board President Mary Beth
Schaumberg began the meeting say-
ing the board conducted a successful
retreat at the end of June. At the
retreat, the board spent time discuss-
ing district-wide goals and initiatives
for the upcoming school year.

“It was very informative and pro-
ductive,” Ms. Schaumberg said. She
said the board would be communi-
cating with parents in the coming
months to inform them of any
changes or new initiatives that came

out of the retreat.
Chief School Administrator

Jeanette Baubles introduced Super-
visor of Curriculum Tom Conroy who
has had the mission over the past two
years of developing and evaluating
the district’s kindergarten to grade 5
and grades 6 to 8 math programs. Ms.
Baubles praised his effort on design-
ing a strategic program for incorpo-
rating “real-life” math applications
into the curriculum.

Mr. Conroy gave a presentation to
the board on the district’s focus on the
real-life application of math for stu-
dents. The program, developed at the
PRISM workshop, was developed
during the 2006-2007 school year.

He stressed that the program is
standards-based and provides math
instruction “that empowers students
to better understand the real life ap-
plication of learning.”
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POLICE BLOTTER

Erratum
In last week’s story about the death

of Michael Slekitis, two errors were
made.

It should have stated that Mass of
Christian Burial was held at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield, with burial taking place at
Rosedale Memorial Park in Linden.
Also, the body of water should have
been identified as the Raritan River,
not Rahway River.

We regret the errors.

Courtesy Squad Lt. Tom FitzGibbon
BBQ IGNITES HOME…A house located at 38 Shady Lane in Fanwood caught
fire last Saturday night. Neighbors reported that the homeowners were barbecu-
ing around 6 p.m., left the grill on and went inside the house. Shortly after,
someone heard a pop from the back of the house, and realized it was on fire.
Residents Wayne and Angie Mags and their guests all escaped unharmed. Shady
Lane residents (specifically Kate Franciscus at 26 Shady Lane) are taking up a
collection to help the owners with any immediate needs.

MEETING AND GREETING... Senator Leonard Lance, Republican candidate for the
7th congressional district seat, left, campaigns at the Westfield farmer’s market last
week. Third Ward Westfield Councilman Mark Ciarrocca appears at center.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Health Officer

Lively, healthy communities de-
pend on a strong slate of outdoor
activities and cultural events. Now
more than ever, it’s important to pre-
serve and improve our local parks
and recreation programs.

To accomplish this, we will have
to do more with less. One avenue
worth exploring is to share more
services between county and local
governments.

This process is already well under
way. Over the past two years, the
freeholder board has conducted five
working sessions to develop new
shared-service agreements. The re-
sponse has been enthusiastic. Sev-
eral school districts and all 21 mu-
nicipalities have attended at least
one workshop.

As a direct result, we reached new
agreements in several key areas, es-
pecially in computer-related services
provided through county offices. The
savings to municipalities has already
reached hundreds of thousands of
dollars. We expect this figure to keep
growing substantially.

The amount of money saved is
only part of the story. By sharing
resources, we also cut duplication
among different levels of govern-
ment. This provides local govern-
ments with more leeway to allocate
staff and facilities.

County-local sharing is not a new
thing. For example, our shared pur-

chasing contracts have helped mu-
nicipalities cut administrative costs
while getting access to higher qual-
ity vendors. Our K-9 unit and other
public safety programs offer valu-
able services to municipal police de-
partments. And, our award-winning
county high schools provide voca-
tional and academic opportunities
of the first rank.

Now we’re taking this traditional
approach into new territory. The topic
of our most recent shared services
workshop was parks and recreation,
including cultural events. The ap-
proximately 30 attendees
brainstormed on ways to combine
and share facilities, to improve local
access to county resources, and to
develop more shared county-local
arts programs.

It’s an effort that will pay off in
many ways. Encouraging outdoor
activities is a public health goal that
affects every resident. And for our
youth, early exposure to cultural
events has been linked to lifelong
engagement in the arts, which in
turn leads to better chances for aca-
demic and career success.

By pulling our resources together
in new and innovative ways, we can
ensure that public recreation and cul-
tural events remain a strong and vital
part of our civic landscape, in each
of our 21 municipalities and through-
out Union County.

Westfield
Tuesday, July 15, Salvatore O. Fazio, 24,

of Westfield was arrested on the 200 block
of Mountain Avenue on an outstanding
Seaside Heights traffic warrant. He was
released after posting $106 bail.

Wednesday, July 16, Glenn W. Jones,
Jr., 37, of Roselle was arrested on a Jersey
City traffic warrant at Central and Lenox
Avenues following a dispute with a parking
officer. He was released after posting $700
bail.

Friday, July 18, Salvador Sepulveda, Jr.,
41, of Perth Amboy was arrested on mul-
tiple traffic warrants after a motor vehicle
stop at Clover Street and Central Avenue.
The warrants were from Westfield and Perth
Amboy, both with bail amounts of $500,
and Princeton, with bail of $200. He was
committed to the Union County jail on
default of bail.

Friday, July 18, David J. Napiorski, 25,
of Westfield was arrested at Westfield po-
lice headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. He was processed
and released after posting $155 bail.

Friday, July 18, a front glass window was
shattered at a business on the 200 block of
East Broad Street. The approximate cost of
the damage is $500.

Saturday, July 19, Hanna Krysiak, 39, of
Kenilworth was arrested and charged with
Driving While Intoxicated (DWI) after a
motor vehicle stop at East Broad Street and
North Euclid Avenue. Krysiak subsequently
was turned over to a responsible individual.

Sunday, July 20, after a motor vehicle
stop at Belvidere Avenue and Chestnut
Street, Jeffrey D. Teal, Jr., 29, of Piscataway
was arrested on a charge of DWI and on four
outstanding warrants. They included a mo-
tor vehicle warrant from Clark, with bail of
$1,266, and criminal warrants from
Metuchen, Edison and Newark, with bail
amounts of $880, $250 and $350, respec-
tively.

Mountainside
Tuesday, July 15, a resident of Old Tote

Road reported that someone made fraudu-
lent charges on her credit card without
authorization.

Saturday, July 19, a resident of Indian
Trail reported that she left her purse unat-
tended while she helped at a garage sale and
someone removed $50.

Monday, July 21, the manager of a Route
22 restaurant reported that he has been
receiving threatening phone calls. Accord-
ing to police, the current manager traced the
phone number to the residence of an ex-
manager of the restaurant who was termi-
nated in 2002.

Teal was held at Westfield police head-
quarters until sober enough for transfer to
the Clark Police Department, as he was
unable to post bail at that time.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, July 17, a resident of Essex

Road reported that someone did $75 worth
of damage to his mailbox.

Friday, July 18, a business on Front
Street reported that someone did $85 worth
of damage to the front window of his store.

Friday, July 18, someone reported a hit-
and-run accident, which damaged the rear
of his vehicle while it was illegally parked
on Park Avenue.

Saturday, July 19, Eric Hendricks, 24, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. Accord-
ing to police, he was processed and re-

leased.
Saturday, July 19, Guy Barlow, 24, of

Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. Accord-
ing to police, he was processed and re-
leased.

Monday, July 21, Gary Jones, 23, of
Elizabeth was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop for an outstanding warrant.
According to police, he was processed and
released.

Monday, July 21, a business reported
that someone entered a locked office and
removed approximately $500 in cash from
a locked box.

Fanwood
Wednesday, July 16, at 10 p.m., a resi-

dent in the 100 block of Locust Avenue
reported that someone removed a GPS sys-
tem valued at $500 from his unlocked ve-
hicle while it was parked in the his drive-
way.

Sunday, July 20, at 1:25 p.m., a Wood-
land Avenue resident reported that a black
female approximately five foot-six inches
tall – wearing a black baseball cap, jeans
and a red or orange shirt – rang her doorbell
and stated that her car broke down and she
needed to use her phone.

According to police, the victim asked the
suspect to wait outside while she went to get
the phone. When the victim returned with
the phone, the suspect pulled out a firearm
and pushed her way into the home, police
said.

The suspect then led the victim into the
living room to retrieve the victim’s purse
then fled with the purse eastbound on Wood-
land Avenue in a lime green, older -style
minivan with box-style windows, authori-
ties reported. According to police, the value
of the purse and its contents is $250.

The event is still under investigation, and
no more details can be revealed at this time,
police said.

County Commentary

By Chairman Angel Estrada
Union County Freeholder Board

Creative Solutions For
Union County

nity.”
While the state requires yearly in-

spections, the department conducts
them twice a year at a minimum, as
well as looking into any consumer
complaints regarding a restaurant.

Recently, the department responded
to a complaint from a Westfield resi-
dent, who became ill after eating from
a local caterer. The health department
“went in immediately” to investigate,
according to Ms. Cornish.

The complainant, whose husband
sits on the board of health, thought
the chicken she consumed, might have
been the culprit, but the health
department’s investigation “did not
find anything that could have defi-
nitely made that person sick,” Ms.
Cornish said.

“The thing with food-borne illness
that a lot of people don’t realize is that
[we] eat so many things throughout
the day and it’s really a food history
of days, making it very, very hard
even for the pros at the federal level to
pinpoint exactly what it is [making
someone sick],” Ms. Cornish said.

When questioned by The Leader if
people can feel safe eating in local
establishments given the aforemen-
tioned situation, as well as the na-
tional phenomenon of wide-spread
reoccurring Salmonella outbreaks,
Ms. Cornish said during her time as

acting health officer, there have been
no reported cases of St. Paul Salmo-
nella within the department’s juris-
diction and that restaurants in the
area have been eager to open their
doors to inspectors to show that they
run their kitchens properly.

“Establishments in general are very
obliging and, overall, the restaurants
in our eight towns are extremely safe,”
she said.

To help area restaurant owners get
up to speed on the new procedures
and understand how to implement
them, the department holds food han-
dler courses every few months, which
have been so popular that additional
sessions have been added to accom-
modate the high attendance.

In addition to overseeing restau-
rant-related issues, Ms. Cornish has
recently organized and publicized free
influenza vaccinations offered by the
department, in response to new state
laws that require any child six months
and older who is enrolled in pre-
kindergarten or daycare/childcare to
have an influenza vaccine starting in
the fall.

“We’re really trying to make people
aware that we do offer influenza vac-
cines, free of charge,” Ms. Cornish
said. “So if [people] don’t have health
insurance they can come to the local
health department and get it.”

FW Council Hears Suggestions
On Trimming Munic. Budget

SP ‘Very Close’ to Naming
New Township Manager

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks says the township council
is “very close” to announcing the
appointment of a new township man-
ager after a search and interview pro-
cess that began late last year.

Speaking earlier this week with
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
the mayor said the council had agreed
on Monday to make a formal offer to
one of the two candidates who was
still being considered. He said he
hoped to be able to introduce the new
manager at the council’s Tuesday,
August 12 meeting, which will also
be the final meeting for outgoing
manager Thomas Atkins, who is re-
tiring at the end of next month after
28 years of running the day-to-day
operations of the municipal govern-
ment.

The mayor, saying he didn’t want
to jeopardize anything, declined to
provide further details about the can-
didate. But he said the five council
members took the process of choos-
ing a new manager “very seriously,”
and added, “We were unanimous in
deciding who should receive an of-
fer.” He said he hoped to hear back
from that candidate “within days.”

“It was an arduous process,” the

mayor said. “It was many weeks,
there were many candidates and there
were many interviews.” He called the
council’s decision one of the more
important ones that members would
make, given its “long-lasting reper-
cussions.” He said the final two can-
didates were each interviewed three
times by the council.

Jersey Professional Management
(JPM), a management-consulting
firm in Cranford, initially facilitated
the search. Mr. Atkins told The Times
this week that he and Dan Mason
from JPM were involved in all inter-
views the council conducted with
every candidate throughout the pro-
cess. In addition, once the pool of
candidates was winnowed to three,
each individual spent a day in Scotch
Plains meeting with various depart-
ment heads and having lunch with
Mr. Atkins.

Having a new manager in place by
early next month would be “fortu-
nate” in terms of a transition and a
few weeks of overlap with Mr.
Atkins, the mayor said. Mr. Atkins’
final day is set for Friday, August 29,
although he will be asked to attend
the council’s Tuesday, September 9
meeting so council members and
others can recognize him for his years
of service.

By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Council convened for the second time
in three days on July 16 at Fanwood
Borough Hall for further public hear-
ings on the 2008 municipal budget.

“There will be no formal action
taken on the budget tonight,” said
Mayor Colleen Mahr in the meeting’s
introduction. The council made clear
that despite the $425,000 the bor-
ough received in extraordinary aid,
budget cuts are still inevitable.

Former Councilman David
Pickering of Watson Road addressed
the council, revealing to the public
that the council spent a long time
(roughly two hours) in executive ses-
sion on Monday night because the
Carriage House lights were “shining
in [his] bedroom all night” until nearly
10:30 p.m.

Mr. Pickering asked the council if
it had come to a conclusion about
certain amendments to the proposed
budget or whether the council would
pursue the discussed topic of per-
sonnel layoffs, to which Mayor Mahr
responded that the council had not
finalized their plans on either sub-
ject.

Mr. Pickering brought up the po-
tential library merger with Scotch
Plains Public Library, saying that
the Fanwood Public Library received
a statutory $392,000 in the proposed
municipal budget.

“This town cannot afford that li-
brary,” said Mr. Pickering, who has
experience in library focus groups
and previously sat on the library’s
board. Mr. Pickering also encour-
aged the council to cut Fanwood’s
bulky waste collection service, a
“luxury” that other towns do not
incorporate in their budgets.

Joe Nagy of Oakwood Court asked
Chief Financial Officer Frederick
Tomkins specific questions about the
budget’s “structural deficit.” Mr.
Tomkins said Fanwood’s generated
surplus revenue dropped $500,000
from 2006 ($920,000) to 2007
($420,000), which, in large part, ac-
counted for the budget’s shortcom-
ings prior to receiving the state aid.

Phil Ugoni spoke again on the
behalf of the Fanwood Police Be-
nevolent Association Local 123, ask-
ing about the possibility of a refer-
endum or a waiver through the state
to pass the budget as it stands with
the $425,000 aid.

“We can go through waivers… but
then me and you pay higher taxes,”
Mayor Mahr said. She said the coun-
cil had not discussed a referendum
“in any way, shape or form.”

Mr. Ugoni urged the council to
immediately inform personnel about
layoffs when a final decision is
reached. “It is a disservice that it has
gone on this long,” said Mr. Ugoni,
explaining that talk of the potential
layoffs causes “undue stress on all
the employees of the borough.”

He also asked the council what the
approximate impact on a Fanwood
resident’s tax bill would be to retain
the lowest paid officer employed by
the borough. The council did not
answer his question.

Mayor Mahr provided the public
with a few numbers attached to the
borough’s police force, saying that
the force was composed of 21 em-
ployees with various salaries, aver-
aging out to roughly $100,000 per
employee in 2007, including over-
time pay and excluding benefits.

“We don’t look at this as a police
problem… the borough and myself
look at it as a town-wide problem,”
Mayor Mahr said. “I find it very
uncomfortable… I don’t come into
the police department nearly as much
as I used to because of the atmo-
sphere there… I get it.”

Marian Menzer of Byron Lane pro-
vided the public with a different per-
spective. Ms. Menzer, 81 and a resi-
dent of Fanwood for 46 years, said
her tax bill for one quarter was $3,217
and her income was $3,244 per quar-
ter. She confessed that neighbors
often confront her and say that “mov-
ing is the only option” for her, al-
though she would prefer to stay in
Fanwood. Ms. Menzer said she is
currently looking for a job.

With 17 years worth of experience
working with the school budget as
an assistant to the Superintendent
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education, Ms. Menzer empa-
thized with the council’s task at hand
with budget cuts but reminded them
that there are places in the budget
where money can be saved.

“We can’t do everything for ev-
erybody,” she said. “I didn’t think I
would be working at 82.”

Mayor Mahr thanked Ms. Menzer
for adding balance to the meeting,
saying that Ms. Menzer’s case is a
“powerful and sobering reality” for
the council.

Mr. Pickering spoke for a second
time at the meeting and asked how
each council member felt about the
possibility of a waiver; all responded
that they were against applying for a
waiver at that time.

Over the course of the evening,
Mayor Mahr repeatedly reminded
the audience that the council feels an
18 percent tax increase is unfair to
residents and is too high a price to
pay, regardless of whether the mu-
nicipal budget abides by the state’s
mandated 4 percent cap on tax levy
increases.

“We are not making cuts for the
sake of making cuts, ladies and
gentlemen,” she said. “We are look-
ing at cutting property taxes.”

The council will meet this Mon-
day, July 28, at 7:30 p.m. at Borough
Hall to introduce an amendment to
the 2008 municipal budget, to con-
sider increasing the permit parking
fees and an ordinance to establish a
bulk waste program.

Man Who Stole from SP
Landscaper Gets Nine Yrs.

ELIZABETH — Randall
Zandstra, who fled during his 2006
in Union County trial for stealing
$16,000 from a Scotch Plains land-
scaper and spent nine months on the
run before he was arrested in Colo-
rado, was sentenced to nine years in
prison on July 18.

Zandstra, 45, was sentenced by
State Superior Court Judge James
Heimlich. He will be eligible for
parole after serving four years, ac-
cording to the prosecutor’s office.

Zandstra’s sentence followed an
11-month federal prison sentence for
violating supervised release, said
Executive Assistant Prosecutor Eileen
Walsh, who prosecuted the case.

“Zandstra is indeed a danger to the
public,” Ms. Walsh said. “He as-
saults and he steals. He’s physical
and he’s financial in his criminal
acts. Randall Zandstra is only one
victim away from his next crime at
all times.”

While he was awaiting his federal
trial in New York, Zandstra was work-
ing as a foreman for the Scotch Plains
landscaper.

Zandstra walked out of a Union
County courtroom during a break in
his theft trial in July 2006. He was
free on bail at the time. The jury
found him guilty a few hours later of
the theft of $16,500 from the land-
scaping company.

He was captured in Greeley, Colo.
by five U.S. Marshals from the New
York/New Jersey Regional Fugitive
Task Force along with authorities from
Colo. and Texas last April following

a five-mile high-speed chase that
ended when Zandstra’s vehicle over-
turned. Zandstra sustained a broken
back, leg and arm and other injuries
in the crash.

Zandstra had previously been con-
victed for attempted murder and ag-
gravated assault after a trial in Texas
in 1994 but only served two years of
the 12-year sentence in a Texas peni-
tentiary when his conviction was over-
turned on a technicality on appeal. He
was released pending a new trial.
Then he disappeared, authorities said.

In October 2000 he was convicted
in the Southern District of New York
of mail fraud and conspiracy for a
scheme to induce people to purchase
a vending machine business. Zandstra
reportedly bilked 29 different vic-
tims out of $276,000, authorities said.

Zandstra also faces charges of mari-
juana cultivation and possession of
marijuana with the intent to distribute
in Colorado. He will be extradited at
a later date.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
THEY’VE GOT GAME...Children found plenty of games to enjoy last Thursday
evening in Scotch Plains at the downtown block party sponsored by the Cultural
Arts Committee.

county and municipal tax officials. Last
year, residents paid $8,754 on average
based on an assessment of $85,000.
That breaks down to $5,541 for school
taxes, $1,425 for county, $1,723 for
municipal services and $66 for the
county’s open space tax.

Fanwood will reduce its tax burden
through the receipt of $425,000 in ex-
traordinary aid. Mayor Colleen Mahr
said the borough is looking at an 18
percent tax increase, which includes
county, school and municipal. Based
on last year’s total, that would put this
year’s increase at $1,576.

Based on information from the
Mountainside tax office, taxes are set to
increase $495 or 5.8 percent for a total
of $8,560. School taxes are rising $205
to $4,089; municipal taxes are increas-
ing to $2,206, a hike of $231, while
county taxes are going up $56 to $2,166.
Mountainside residents also pay a $100
in county open space taxes.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Seven Vehicles
Damaged in Fire

MOUNTAINSIDE — Seven vehicles
sustained damage from a fire last Friday
at the AMC Loews Theaters on Route 22,
East, in Mountainside, according to
Mountainside police.

Police were the first to arrive on the
scene just before 5 p.m. and to see smoke
and fire coming from a parked 1994 GMC
Yukon.

“The fire continued to spread and
caused damage to six other vehicles,”
according to police.

The Mountainside Fire Department ex-
tinguished the blaze.

An investigation of the fire determined
the fire started in the engine block of the
Yukon. Police said the owner reported
the vehicle was serviced “within the last
week for an unspecified problem with the
fuel pump.”

A light pole also sustained damage, in
addition to the vehicles.

One of the vehicles was towed to
Sevell’s in Westfield; five vehicles, in-
cluding the Yukon, were taken to L&J
Towing in Kenilworth, while the owner
of the remaining vehicle had the car towed
by a private company.

Residents of Springfield, Union, Scotch
Plains, Summit, East Orange and
Mountainside owned the cars that were
damaged. Police withheld their names.

Stephen Bogart, 89, Fraud
Victim, Dies at WF Home

WESTFIELD – Former Westfield
Tax Collector Stephen Bogart, 89,
who was bilked out of his life savings
by an Elizabeth family, died on Fri-
day, July 18 at his Westfield home.

Richard Garcia, 26, and his mother,
Janet Garcia, 53, were sentenced in
April to three years in state prison and
ordered to make restitution of
$120,000. Lucia Heinz, 23, Richard
Garcia’s girlfriend, was also con-
victed.

Janet Garcia pled guilty to con-
spiracy to commit theft, while Rich-
ard Garcia and Heinz pled guilty to
two counts of theft. Janet Garcia’s
daughter, Jacqueline Garcia, was also
implicated.

Richard Garcia was Mr. Bogart’s
barber at Jersey Cutz Barber Shop on
South Avenue in Westfield, which he
owned. Initially doing errands for Mr.
Bogart, authorities said Richard Garcia
took advantage of Mr. Bogart’s failing
sight by offering to pay Mr. Bogart’s
bills, but instead, he made the checks
out to himself, his mother and to cash.

Janet Garcia had Mr. Bogart give her
power of attorney, which she used to
transfer $225,000 to her son’s account
and $11,000 to her own.

The thefts came to light in February
2007, when Helen Rentoulis, owner of
Vicki’s Diner on East Broad Street in
Westfield, noticed that Mr. Bogart had
stopped coming into the diner for his
two meals a day and remembered that
he had told her that Richard Garcia was
helping him pay his bills. Ms. Rentoulis
notified the Westfield Police Depart-
ment.

A search warrant of the Garcia’s
home turned up bank documents be-

longing to the Garcia’s and to Mr.
Bogart, as well as Mr. Bogart’s wallet
and jewelry. A legal guardian was
appointed for Mr. Bogart to help him
with his affairs.

Born in Plainfield, Mr. Bogart was
a lifelong resident of Westfield. Ac-
cording to the town clerk’s office, he
served as Westfield tax collector from
November 1956 to December 1981.

Funeral services were held Wednes-
day, July 23, at the McCracken Fu-
neral Home in Union. Burial was at
Hillsdale Cemetery in Scotch Plains.
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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GETTING TOGETHER...Hundreds of Scotch Plains residents enjoyed them-
selves last Thursday evening at the downtown block party sponsored by the
Cultural Arts Committee.

Taxes Going Up Between Four
And 13 Percent; SP Up 4.22 Percent

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Homeowners in the county
will soon receive tax bills with hikes
ranging from $400 to $900 (or 4 to 13
percent) from last year.

Westfield taxpayers face an average
property tax bill hike of $655 (or 6.5
percent) for a total bill of $12,238,
according to tax information obtained
by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
from the town’s tax collector’s office.

School taxes are going up $334 to
$7,529, county taxes are up $150 to
$2,448, and Westfield municipal taxes
are up $164 to $2,150. The open space
tax is up $7. Town taxes are based on an
average home assessment of $183,500
in 2008 and $181,500 in 2007.

School taxes account for 61 percent
of the Westfield property tax, while the
county and town represent 20 and 18
percent of the tax bill, respectively.

“Overall, between county, school and

town, it is not as bad as it could have
been. Unfortunately, it’s going to be
worse next year,” said Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea, saying that munici-
pal pensions will not be exempt from
the 4 percent cap on tax increases next
year, as was the case in 2008.

Property taxes in Scotch Plains are
going up 4.22 percent on average, ac-
cording to the Scotch Plains Township
Manager Tom Atkins. The increase,
based on an assessment of $121,000, is
$415.

The total township tax average bill
this year will be $10,254. Broken down
by tax entity, township residents will
pay $6,590 to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education, an in-
crease of $264 over 2007; $1,840 to the
township, a $96 increase, and $1,722 to
the County of Union, up $53 over last
year.

The school tax accounts for 64.27
percent of the total township tax bill,

followed by the municipal tax of 17.95
percent and the county, which repre-
sents 16.79 percent of the tax bill.

Scotch Plains residents will also pay
open space taxes of $77 to the county
and $24 to the township.

“It’s (the 2008 increase) probably a
little less [than in previous years],” he
said. “We have seen years when [taxes]
went up by $500 to $600.

“We have not been under 4 percent in
years, unfortunately,” he acknowledged.

Mr. Atkins predicted that in future
years, many towns would face budget
years like Fanwood did this year, re-
sulting in “elimination of programs.”

Garwood and Fanwood have yet to
adopt their municipal budgets as both
had to wait for the state to approve their
extraordinary aid requests. Those num-
bers were announced July 11.

Based on tax rates supplied by
Garwood’s chief financial officer, Sandy
Bruns, Garwood residents will pay
$7,794 in property taxes, $887 or 13
percent more than 2007, based on an
assessed home of $100,000. This year,
residents will pay an average of $3,500
for their local school tax, $173 over last
year; $1,640 to the county, a $534 hike,
and $54 for the county’s open space tax
for a total of $5,194, excluding the
municipal tax, which will not be re-
vealed until the municipal budget is
completed in late August. Last year
borough residents paid $2,424 on aver-
age in municipal taxes.

At Tuesday’s Borough Council meet-
ing, Council President Kathleen
Villaggio said the municipal taxes would
increase $177.

Garwood will receive $750,000 in
extraordinary aid. Mayor Dennis
McCarthy has said while significant, it
would not reduce tax bills.

In Fanwood, 2008 tax rates have yet
to be sent to the town, according to
county and municipal tax officials. Last
year, residents paid $8,754 on average
based on an assessment of $85,000.
That breaks down to $5,541 for school
taxes, $1,425 for county, $1,723 for
municipal services and $66 for the
county’s open space tax.

Fanwood will reduce its tax burden
through the receipt of $425,000 in ex-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy Squad Lt. Tom FitzGibbon
BBQ IGNITES HOME…A house located at 38 Shady Lane in Fanwood caught fire last Saturday night. Neighbors reported
that the homeowners were barbecuing around 6 p.m., left the grill on and went inside the house. Shortly after, someone heard
a pop from the back of the house, and realized it was on fire. Residents Wayne and Angie Mags and their guests all escaped
unharmed. Shady Lane residents (specifically Kate Franciscus at 26 Shady Lane) are taking up a collection to help the owners
with any immediate needs.

FW Council Hears Suggestions
On Trimming Municipal Budget

By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Council convened for the second time
in three days on July 16 at Fanwood
Borough Hall for further public hear-
ings on the 2008 municipal budget.

“There will be no formal action
taken on the budget tonight,” said
Mayor Colleen Mahr in the meeting’s
introduction. The council made clear
that despite the $425,000 the bor-
ough received in extraordinary aid,
budget cuts are still inevitable.

Former Councilman David
Pickering of Watson Road addressed
the council, revealing to the public
that the council spent a long time
(roughly two hours) in executive ses-
sion on Monday night because the
Carriage House lights were “shining

in [his] bedroom all night” until nearly
10:30 p.m.

Mr. Pickering asked the council if
it had come to a conclusion about
certain amendments to the proposed
budget or whether the council would
pursue the discussed topic of person-
nel layoffs, to which Mayor Mahr
responded that the council had not
finalized their plans on either subject.

Mr. Pickering brought up the po-
tential library merger with Scotch
Plains Public Library, saying the
Fanwood Public Library received a
statutory $392,000 in the proposed
municipal budget.

“This town cannot afford that li-
brary,” said Mr. Pickering, who has
experience in library focus groups
and previously sat on the library’s
board. Mr. Pickering also encouraged
the council to cut Fanwood’s bulky
waste collection service, a “luxury”
that other towns do not incorporate in
their budgets.

Joe Nagy of Oakwood Court asked
Chief Financial Officer Frederick
Tomkins specific questions about the
budget’s “structural deficit.” Mr.
Tomkins said Fanwood’s generated
surplus revenue dropped $500,000
from 2006 ($920,000) to 2007
($420,000), which, in large part, ac-
counted for the budget’s shortcom-
ings prior to receiving the state aid.

Phil Ugoni spoke again on the be-
half of the Fanwood Police Benevo-
lent Association Local 123, asking
about the possibility of a referendum
or a waiver through the state to pass
the budget as it stands with the
$425,000 in aid.

“We can go through waivers… but
then me and you pay higher taxes,”
Mayor Mahr said. She said the coun-
cil had not discussed a referendum
“in any way, shape or form.”

Mr. Ugoni urged the council to
immediately inform personnel about
layoffs when a final decision is
reached. “It is a disservice that it has
gone on this long,” said Mr. Ugoni,
explaining that talk of the potential

layoffs causes “undue stress on all
the employees of the borough.”

He also asked the council what the
approximate impact on a Fanwood
resident’s tax bill would be to retain
the lowest paid officer employed by
the borough. The council did not an-
swer his question.

Mayor Mahr provided the public
with a few numbers attached to the
borough’s police force, saying that
the force was composed of 21 em-
ployees with various salaries, aver-
aging out to roughly $100,000 per
employee in 2007, including over-
time pay and excluding benefits.

“We don’t look at this as a police
problem… the borough and myself
look at it as a town-wide problem,”
Mayor Mahr said. “I find it very un-
comfortable… I don’t come into the
police department nearly as much as
I used to because of the atmosphere
there… I get it.”

Marian Menzer of Byron Lane pro-
vided the public with a different per-
spective. Ms. Menzer, 81 and a resi-
dent of Fanwood for 46 years, said
her tax bill for one quarter was $3,217
and her income was $3,244 per quar-
ter. She confessed that neighbors of-
ten confront her and say that “moving
is the only option” for her, although
she would prefer to stay in Fanwood.
Ms. Menzer said she is currently look-
ing for a job.

With 17 years worth of experience
working with the school budget as an
assistant to the Superintendent for
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, Ms. Menzer empathized
with the council’s task at hand with
budget cuts but reminded them that
there are places in the budget where
money can be saved.

“We can’t do everything for every-
body,” she said. “I didn’t think I would
be working at 82.”

Mayor Mahr thanked Ms. Menzer
for adding balance to the meeting,
saying that Ms. Menzer’s case is a
“powerful and sobering reality” for

New Health Director Tackles
Restaurant Regulations
By SARA MAGNOLA

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Megan Cornish
is now in her third month since being
appointed acting health officer for
the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment, whose jurisdiction encom-
passes Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Roselle Park, Springfield and Sum-
mit, in addition to Westfield.

“Every day is different,” Ms. Cor-
nish told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times of her multi-faceted position.
Prior to her recent promotion, she
was the department’s nursing super-
visor for about one year, and begin-
ning in 2004 she held the position of
nursing coordinator for the Morris
County Health Department.

The Westfield Regional Health De-
partment is responsible for respond-
ing to environmental complaints, col-
lecting vital statistics, providing edu-
cational programs, holding routine
health screenings and performing res-
taurant inspections to ensure that New
Jersey’s State Department of Health
and Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) rules and regulations are being
followed throughout the region.

Ms. Cornish’s predecessor, Robert
Sherr, went into partial retirement
this spring, after serving in the de-
partment for almost 30 years. He cur-
rently provides support and guidance
to Ms. Cornish on a consulting basis,
and will continue to do so until the
start of 2009.

“We’re in touch a lot,” Ms. Cornish
said. “Even if I don’t call him, he calls
to make sure everything is okay. He’s
been wonderful.”

The same is true of the community,
who, according to Ms. Cornish, has
been equally “wonderful” through-
out the transition.

Among the many challenges she
faces, she said one of the largest has
been enforcing and implementing new
methods of restaurant inspection to
be in compliance with new state-man-
dated changes.

“Before, the law said we would go
in and make sure [the establishment]
was clean and people were washing
their hands,” Ms. Cornish told The

Leader. “Now we’re actually looking
very specifically into how the food is
prepared, [including] temperatures
and making sure there is no cross-
contamination, so it is a much more
involved process.”

All inspections are unannounced
and restaurant owners and managers
are required to let the inspectors in-
side when they show up. In keeping
with the new state guidelines, inspec-
tions now must be conducted while
food is being served, so the inspec-
tors see first-hand that everything is
being done to code, which Ms. Cor-
nish said is “better for the commu-
nity.”

While the state requires yearly in-
spections, the department conducts
them twice a year at a minimum, as
well as looking into any consumer
complaints regarding a restaurant.

Recently, the department responded
to a complaint from a Westfield resi-
dent, who became ill after eating from
a local caterer. The health department
“went in immediately” to investigate,
according to Ms. Cornish.

The complainant, whose husband
sits on the board of health, thought
the chicken she consumed, might have
been the culprit, but the health
department’s investigation “did not
find anything that could have defi-
nitely made that person sick,” Ms.
Cornish said.

“The thing with food-borne illness
that a lot of people don’t realize is that
[we] eat so many things throughout
the day and it’s really a food history
of days, making it very, very hard
even for the pros at the federal level to
pinpoint exactly what it is [making
someone sick],” Ms. Cornish said.

When questioned by The Leader if
people can feel safe eating in local
establishments given the aforemen-
tioned situation, as well as the na-
tional phenomenon of wide-spread
reoccurring Salmonella outbreaks,
Ms. Cornish said during her time as
acting health officer, there have been
no reported cases of St. Paul Salmo-
nella within the department’s juris-
diction and that restaurants in the
area have been eager to open their

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Scotch Plains ‘Very Close’
To Naming New Manager

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks says the township council
is “very close” to announcing the
appointment of a new township man-
ager after a search and interview pro-
cess that began late last year.

Speaking earlier this week with
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
the mayor said the council had agreed
on Monday to make a formal offer to
one of the two candidates who was
still being considered. He said he
hoped to be able to introduce the new
manager at the council’s Tuesday,
August 12 meeting, which will also
be the final meeting for outgoing
manager Thomas Atkins, who is re-
tiring at the end of next month after
28 years of running the day-to-day
operations of the municipal govern-
ment.

The mayor, saying he didn’t want
to jeopardize anything, declined to
provide further details about the can-
didate. But he said the five council
members took the process of choos-
ing a new manager “very seriously,”
and added, “We were unanimous in
deciding who should receive an of-
fer.” He said he hoped to hear back
from that candidate “within days.”

“It was an arduous process,” the
mayor said. “It was many weeks,
there were many candidates and there
were many interviews.” He called the
council’s decision one of the more
important ones that members would
make, given its “long-lasting reper-
cussions.” He said the final two can-

didates were each interviewed three
times by the council.

Jersey Professional Management
(JPM), a management-consulting
firm in Cranford, initially facilitated
the search. Mr. Atkins told The Times
this week that he and Dan Mason
from JPM were involved in all inter-
views the council conducted with
every candidate throughout the pro-
cess. In addition, once the pool of
candidates was winnowed to three,
each individual spent a day in Scotch
Plains meeting with various depart-
ment heads and having lunch with
Mr. Atkins.

Having a new manager in place by
early next month would be “fortu-
nate” in terms of a transition and a
few weeks of overlap with Mr. Atkins,
the mayor said. Mr. Atkins’ final day
is set for Friday, August 29, although
he will be asked to attend the council’s
Tuesday, September 9 meeting so
council members and others can rec-
ognize him for his years of service.

Sara Magnola for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW HEALTH OFFICER…The newly appointed acting health officer for the
Westfield Regional Health Department, Megan Cornish, is shown in the
department’s office on East Broad Street in Westfield last Friday.

MEETING AND GREETING... State Senator Leonard Lance, Republican can-
didate for the seventh congressional district seat, campaigns at the Scotch Plains
Farmer’s Market last Saturday. Pictured, left to right, are: Monica Felsing of
Fanwood, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks and Senator Lance.

Robber Strikes
Woodland Avenue Home

FANWOOD – Last Sunday, a resi-
dent of Woodland Avenue in Fanwood
was robbed.

A woman claimed her car broke
down at the  Fanwood residence and
needed to use a phone. When the
resident returned, the suspect pulled
out a firearm and directed the
Fanwood resident into her living
room, stealing a purse and fleeing the
scene. See Police Blotter on page 8.
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Erratum
In last week’s story about the death

of Michael Slekitis, two errors were
made.

It should have stated that Mass of
Christian Burial was held at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church, with
burial taking place at Rosedale Me-
morial Park in Linden. Also, the body
of water should have been identified
as the Raritan River, not Rahway
River.

We regret the errors.

traordinary aid. Mayor Colleen Mahr
said the borough is looking at an 18
percent tax increase, which includes
county, school and municipal. Based
on last year’s total, that would put this
year’s increase at $1,576.

Based on information from the
Mountainside tax office, taxes are set to
increase $495 or 5.8 percent for a total
of $8,560. School taxes are rising $205
to $4,089; municipal taxes are increas-
ing to $2,206, a hike of $231, while
county taxes are going up $56 to $2,166.
Mountainside residents also pay a $100
in county open space taxes.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Taxes

the council.
Mr. Pickering spoke for a second

time at the meeting and asked how
each council member felt about the
possibility of a waiver; all responded
that they were against applying for a
waiver at that time.

Over the course of the evening,
Mayor Mahr repeatedly reminded the
audience that the council feels an 18
percent tax increase is unfair to resi-
dents and is too high a price to pay,
regardless of whether the municipal
budget abides by the state’s man-
dated 4 percent cap on tax levy in-
creases.

“We are not making cuts for the
sake of making cuts, ladies and gentle-
men,” she said. “We are looking at
cutting property taxes.”

The council will meet this Mon-
day, July 28, at 7:30 p.m. at Borough
Hall to introduce an amendment to
the 2008 municipal budget, to con-
sider increasing the permit parking
fees and an ordinance to establish a
bulk waste program.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood

Lively, healthy communities de-
pend on a strong slate of outdoor
activities and cultural events. Now
more than ever, it’s important to pre-
serve and improve our local parks
and recreation programs.

To accomplish this, we will have to
do more with less. One avenue worth
exploring is to share more services
between county and local govern-
ments.

This process is already well under
way. Over the past two years, the
freeholder board has conducted five
working sessions to develop new
shared-service agreements. The re-
sponse has been enthusiastic. Several
school districts and all 21 munici-
palities have attended at least one
workshop.

As a direct result, we reached new
agreements in several key areas, es-
pecially in computer-related services
provided through county offices. The
savings to municipalities has already
reached hundreds of thousands of
dollars. We expect this figure to keep
growing substantially.

The amount of money saved is only
part of the story. By sharing resources,
we also cut duplication among differ-
ent levels of government. This pro-
vides local governments with more
leeway to allocate staff and facilities.

County-local sharing is not a new
thing. For example, our shared pur-
chasing contracts have helped mu-
nicipalities cut administrative costs
while getting access to higher quality
vendors. Our K-9 unit and other pub-
lic safety programs offer valuable
services to municipal police depart-
ments. And, our award-winning
county high schools provide voca-
tional and academic opportunities of
the first rank.

Now we’re taking this traditional
approach into new territory. The topic
of our most recent shared services
workshop was parks and recreation,
including cultural events. The ap-
proximately 30 attendees
brainstormed on ways to combine

and share facilities, to improve local
access to county resources, and to
develop more shared county-local arts
programs.

It’s an effort that will pay off in
many ways. Encouraging outdoor
activities is a public health goal that
affects every resident. And for our
youth, early exposure to cultural
events has been linked to lifelong
engagement in the arts, which in turn
leads to better chances for academic
and career success.

By pulling our resources together
in new and innovative ways, we can
ensure that public recreation and cul-
tural events remain a strong and vital
part of our civic landscape, in each of
our 21 municipalities and throughout
Union County.

Westfield
Tuesday, July 15, Salvatore O. Fazio,

24, of Westfield was arrested on the 200
block of Mountain Avenue on an out-
standing Seaside Heights traffic war-
rant. He was released after posting $106
bail.

Wednesday, July 16, Glenn W. Jones,
Jr., 37, of Roselle was arrested on a Jersey
City traffic warrant at Central and Lenox
Avenues following a dispute with a park-
ing officer. He was released after posting
$700 bail.

Friday, July 18, Salvador Sepulveda,
Jr., 41, of Perth Amboy was arrested on
multiple traffic warrants after a motor
vehicle stop at Clover Street and Central
Avenue. The warrants were from
Westfield and Perth Amboy, both with
bail amounts of $500, and Princeton, with
bail of $200. He was committed to the
Union County jail on default of bail.

Friday, July 18, David J. Napiorski, 25,
of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting $155
bail.

Friday, July 18, a front glass window
was shattered at a business on the 200
block of East Broad Street. The approxi-
mate cost of the damage is $500.

Saturday, July 19, Hanna Krysiak, 39,
of Kenilworth was arrested and charged
with Driving While Intoxicated (DWI)
after a motor vehicle stop at East Broad
Street and North Euclid Avenue. Krysiak
subsequently was turned over to a respon-
sible individual.

Sunday, July 20, after a motor vehicle
stop at Belvidere Avenue and Chestnut
Street, Jeffrey D. Teal, Jr., 29, of
Piscataway was arrested on a charge of
DWI and on four outstanding warrants.
They included a motor vehicle warrant
from Clark, with bail of $1,266, and crimi-
nal warrants from Metuchen, Edison and
Newark, with bail amounts of $880, $250
and $350, respectively.

Teal was held at Westfield police head-
quarters until sober enough for transfer to
the Clark Police Department, as he was
unable to post bail at that time.

Mountainside
Tuesday, July 15, a resident of Old

Tote Road reported that someone made
fraudulent charges on her credit card with-
out authorization.

Saturday, July 19, a resident of Indian
Trail reported that she left her purse unat-
tended while she helped at a garage sale
and someone removed $50.

Monday, July 21, the manager of a
Route 22 restaurant reported that he has
been receiving threatening phone calls.
According to police, the current manager
traced the phone number to the residence
of an ex-manager of the restaurant who
was terminated in 2002.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, July 17, a resident of Essex

Road reported that someone did $75 worth
of damage to his mailbox.

Friday, July 18, a business on Front
Street reported that someone did $85 worth
of damage to the front window of his
store.

Friday, July 18, someone reported a
hit-and-run accident, which damaged the
rear of his vehicle while it was illegally
parked on Park Avenue.

Saturday, July 19, Eric Hendricks, 24,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.

According to police, he was processed
and released.

Saturday, July 19, Guy Barlow, 24, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed and
released.

Monday, July 21, Gary Jones, 23, of
Elizabeth was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop for an outstanding warrant.
According to police, he was processed
and released.

Monday, July 21, a business reported
that someone entered a locked office and
removed approximately $500 in cash from
a locked box.

Fanwood
Wednesday, July 16, at 10 p.m., a resi-

dent in the 100 block of Locust Avenue
reported that someone removed a GPS
system valued at $500 from his unlocked
vehicle while it was parked in the his
driveway.

Sunday, July 20, at 1:25 p.m., a Wood-
land Avenue resident reported that a
black female approximately five foot-
six inches tall – wearing a black base-
ball cap, jeans and a red or orange shirt
– rang her doorbell and stated that her
car broke down and she needed to use
her phone.

According to police, the victim asked
the suspect to wait outside while she went
to get the phone. When the victim re-
turned with the phone, the suspect pulled
out a firearm and pushed her way into the
home, police said.

The suspect then led the victim into the
living room to retrieve the victim’s purse
then fled with the purse eastbound on
Woodland Avenue in a lime green, older
-style minivan with box-style windows,
authorities reported. According to police,
the value of the purse and its contents is
$250.

The event is still under investigation,
and no more details can be revealed at this
time, police said.

Man Who Stole from SP
Landscaper Gets Nine Yrs.

ELIZABETH — Randall Zandstra,
who fled during his 2006 in Union
County trial for stealing $16,000 from
a Scotch Plains landscaper and spent
nine months on the run before he was
arrested in Colorado, was sentenced
to nine years in prison on July 18.

Zandstra, 45, was sentenced by
State Superior Court Judge James
Heimlich. He will be eligible for pa-
role after serving four years, accord-
ing to the prosecutor’s office.

Zandstra’s sentence followed an
11-month federal prison sentence for
violating supervised release, said
Executive Assistant Prosecutor Eileen
Walsh, who prosecuted the case.

“Zandstra is indeed a danger to the
public,” Ms. Walsh said. “He assaults
and he steals. He’s physical and he’s
financial in his criminal acts. Randall
Zandstra is only one victim away
from his next crime at all times.”

While he was awaiting his federal
trial in New York, Zandstra was work-
ing as a foreman for the Scotch Plains
landscaper.

Zandstra walked out of a Union
County courtroom during a break in
his theft trial in July 2006. He was
free on bail at the time. The jury
found him guilty a few hours later of

the theft of $16,500 from the land-
scaping company.

He was captured in Greeley, Colo.
by five U.S. Marshals from the New
York/New Jersey Regional Fugitive
Task Force along with authorities from
Colo. and Texas last April following a
five-mile high-speed chase that ended
when Zandstra’s vehicle overturned.
Zandstra sustained a broken back, leg
and arm and other injuries in the crash.

Zandstra had previously been con-
victed for attempted murder and ag-
gravated assault after a trial in Texas
in 1994 but only served two years of
the 12-year sentence in a Texas peni-
tentiary when his conviction was over-
turned on a technicality on appeal. He
was released pending a new trial.
Then he disappeared, authorities said.

In October 2000 he was convicted
in the Southern District of New York
of mail fraud and conspiracy for a
scheme to induce people to purchase
a vending machine business. Zandstra
reportedly bilked 29 different vic-
tims out of $276,000, authorities said.

Zandstra also faces charges of mari-
juana cultivation and possession of
marijuana with the intent to distribute
in Colorado. He will be extradited at
a later date.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THEY’VE GOT GAME...Children found plenty of games to enjoy last Thursday
evening at the downtown block party sponsored by the Cultural Arts Committee.

County Commentary

By Chairman Angel Estrada
Union County Freeholder Board

Creative Solutions
For Union County

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBRANCE (From the archives of May 29, 2003)…Grand Marshal Alfred
Riker of Westfield, the chaplain of the Martin Wallberg Post of the American
Legion, gave the opening prayer and benediction at the 2003 Memorial Day
ceremony, which was held indoors. Mr. Riker also was slated to be the parade’s
Grand Marshal. Mr. Riker passed away on Monday, July 21.

Garwood Council Presents
Reduced Municipal Budget

By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Garwood munici-
pal taxes are expected to rise $177
over last year under an amended mu-
nicipal budget revealed at Tuesday
night’s borough council meeting.

The revised budget, introduced by
Council President and Finance Com-
mittee Chairwoman Kathleen
Villaggio, includes $250,000 in ex-
traordinary aid received from the
state.

Within this new budget framework,
she said municipal taxes would rise
$177, a 65 percent decrease com-
pared to the budget’s initial calcula-
tion for borough taxes, which to-
taled roughly $500.

“We got the $177 [tax] by decreas-
ing general appropriations and rev-
enues going up,” Ms. Villaggio said.
General appropriations were reduced
by $123,368, and revenues increased
by $528,000.

Decreasing the tax from the initial
$500 increase to the new $177 amount
is “a tremendous decrease,” said Ms.
Villaggio, and a “big help to our resi-
dents in the borough.”

However, she said, this year’s bud-
get, was “very, very tough,” and “next
year’s will not be any easier.” She
said the council would benefit by
beginning preparations soon for the
2009 budget.

“This is honestly the toughest job
this council has to do all year,” said
Councilman Keith Sluka, regarding
the budget. “Many departments aren’t
happy — honestly, most departments
probably aren’t happy — but the com-
mittee was literally pounding the state
for money.”

Ms. Villaggio said, “most depart-
ments took a reduction” in order to
keep the borough taxes low. She said
the council was not immune to such
decreases either.

“We took a reduction in our ex-
penses ourselves,” she said. “Each
and every one of us feels that we
should also feel the cuts.”

Resident Bruce Paterson ques-
tioned the council as to where the
revenue from taxes is received, spe-
cifically, the county’s portion of the
Garwood tax bill.

“We’re getting nothing for [our
taxes] — 20 cents to the dollar,” he
said. “I can’t believe I’m in here a
second time,” he said, in reference to
previous statements on the matter.

“This is the county versus the resi-
dents,” he said. “This is the people
versus the government.”

During the public portion of the
official meeting, Mr. Paterson said, “I
see $2.2 million of Garwood’s tax
going up to the county. Is it really that
hard to convene a committee to study
this?”

Mr. Paterson, did, however, add
that he would “like to thank Villaggio
and her committee.” He said the bor-
ough must “address all costs,” par-
ticularly because “we’re talking about
a merging situation… if taxes get too
high.”

For the time being, however, “If
you keep taxes low, people will be
less pinched to think about that.”

The public hearing for the amended
municipal budget will be held on
Tuesday, August 12.

Mountainside BOE Reviews
Elementary Math Program

By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Board of Education met
Tuesday at the Beechwood School to
conduct its only July meeting. In the
meeting, the board discussed math
curriculum, administrative issues and
agreed on changes to the upcoming
school calendar.

Board President Mary Beth
Schaumberg began the meeting say-
ing the board conducted a successful
retreat at the end of June. At the
retreat, the board spent time discuss-
ing district-wide goals and initiatives
for the upcoming school year.

“It was very informative and pro-
ductive,” Ms. Schaumberg said. She
said the board would be communi-
cating with parents in the coming
months to inform them of any
changes or new initiatives that came

out of the retreat.
Chief School Administrator

Jeanette Baubles introduced Super-
visor of Curriculum Tom Conroy who
has had the mission over the past two
years of developing and evaluating
the district’s kindergarten to grade 5
and grades 6 to 8 math programs. Ms.
Baubles praised his effort on design-
ing a strategic program for incorpo-
rating “real-life” math applications
into the curriculum.

Mr. Conroy gave a presentation to
the board on the district’s focus on the
real-life application of math for stu-
dents. The program, developed at the
PRISM workshop, was developed
during the 2006-2007 school year.

He stressed that the program is
standards-based and provides math
instruction “that empowers students
to better understand the real life ap-
plication of learning.”

doors to inspectors to show that they
run their kitchens properly.

“Establishments in general are very
obliging and, overall, the restaurants
in our eight towns are extremely safe,”
she said.

To help area restaurant owners get
up to speed on the new procedures
and understand how to implement
them, the department holds food han-
dler courses every few months, which
have been so popular that additional
sessions have been added to accom-
modate the high attendance.

In addition to overseeing restau-
rant-related issues, Ms. Cornish has
recently organized and publicized free
influenza vaccinations offered by the
department, in response to new state
laws that require any child six months
and older who is enrolled in pre-
kindergarten or daycare/childcare to
have an influenza vaccine starting in
the fall.

“We’re really trying to make people
aware that we do offer influenza vac-
cines, free of charge,” Ms. Cornish
said. “So if [people] don’t have health
insurance they can come to the local
health department and get it.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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WHS Bond Project Nearing
Completion with Repairs

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education is nearing comple-
tion of the Westfield High School
(WHS) bond project that was started
in 2000. Last Tuesday, the board ap-
proved a bid to Tekton Development
Corp. in the amount of $399,000 to
make improvements to the high school
ceilings and corridors.

Business Administrator Bob
Berman explained the details of the
bid to The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times on July 17. This project will
replace the ceilings and lights in the
corridors of the old building, not the
science center, which is new. The
drop ceilings in the back of the high
school that was built in the 1960’s
will be taken out and replaced, and
more energy-efficient lights, with
motion sensors, will be installed. The
part of the school that was built in the
1950’s does not have drop ceilings
and the company will install a drop
ceiling and much brighter lights.
Emergency lights will be built into
the lights as well, making “more
emergency lighting than we ever had,”
Mr. Berman said.

He said the old way of installing
emergency lights is with the emer-
gency box and two lights attached.
The modern method is building them
directly into the existing light fix-
tures in the ceiling. He said when the
lights go out “four will not come on,
but two will.” Meaning half of the
overhead lights are wired for emer-
gencies and will illuminate if a power
outage occurs.

Over the course of the eight years,
the high school has seen an assort-
ment of improvements paid for
through the $21,495,000 bond project.

An addition to the school was built,
as well as a new girls’ field house.
Much of the interior was remodeled,
along with all new floor tiles in the
WHS corridors. The gymnasium was
updated, including new bleachers that

replaced the dated all-wooden bleach-
ers, and the floor was re-sanded. A
science addition was also built.

The guidance and main office area
was renovated. The auditorium was
revitalized with an all new sound and
light system, new seats were put in,
now including over 1,000 seats, and
areas that are handicap accessible.

Mr. Berman  explained that the
auditorium has about 50 to 75 seats
less than before to make room for
handicap seating areas, the lighting
and sound equipment, and the or-
chestra. “We gave more room for the
orchestra.”

As part of the bond project ap-
proved Tuesday, the auditorium lobby
will receive a makeover. The wood
walls will be sanded and re-stained
and the lighting will be updated and
brighter. The cost for the lobby is
$61,000 of the $399,000. Mr. Berman
said since the bid came in at a good
rate that the board had funds to pay
for the auditorium lobby renovation.
As is mandatory, the bid was the
lowest to come in.

“I’m very happy with the contrac-
tor because he is doing Lincoln
School,” Mr. Berman said.

The bond has one more project to
fulfill, installing air conditioning in
the high school. Mr. Berman said the
board is working on the bid specifica-
tion and expects to send it out in the
next two weeks. Stephen Bogart, 89, Fraud

Victim, Dies at WF Home
WESTFIELD – Former Westfield

Tax Collector Stephen Bogart, 89,
who was bilked out of his life savings
by an Elizabeth family, died on Fri-
day, July 18 at his Westfield home.

Richard Garcia, 26, and his mother,
Janet Garcia, 53, were sentenced in
April to three years in state prison and
ordered to make restitution of
$120,000. Lucia Heinz, 23, Richard
Garcia’s girlfriend, was also con-
victed.

Janet Garcia pled guilty to con-
spiracy to commit theft, while Rich-
ard Garcia and Heinz pled guilty to
two counts of theft. Janet Garcia’s
daughter, Jacqueline Garcia, was also
implicated.

Richard Garcia was Mr. Bogart’s
barber at Jersey Cutz Barber Shop on
South Avenue in Westfield, which he
owned. Initially doing errands for Mr.
Bogart, authorities said Richard Garcia
took advantage of Mr. Bogart’s failing
sight by offering to pay Mr. Bogart’s
bills, but instead, he made the checks
out to himself, his mother and to cash.

Janet Garcia had Mr. Bogart give her
power of attorney, which she used to
transfer $225,000 to her son’s account
and $11,000 to her own.

The thefts came to light in February
2007, when Helen Rentoulis, owner of
Vicki’s Diner on East Broad Street in
Westfield, noticed that Mr. Bogart had
stopped coming into the diner for his
two meals a day and remembered that
he had told her that Richard Garcia was
helping him pay his bills. Ms. Rentoulis

notified the Westfield Police Depart-
ment.

A search warrant of the Garcia’s
home turned up bank documents be-
longing to the Garcia’s and to Mr.
Bogart, as well as Mr. Bogart’s wallet
and jewelry. A legal guardian was
appointed for Mr. Bogart to help him
with his affairs.

Born in Plainfield, Mr. Bogart was
a lifelong resident of Westfield. Ac-
cording to the town clerk’s office, he
served as Westfield tax collector from
November 1956 to December 1981.

Funeral services were held Wednes-
day, July 23, at the McCracken Fu-
neral Home in Union. Burial was at
Hillsdale Cemetery in Scotch Plains.

Ben Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN MEMORY OF...A special ceremony for Megan Beck took place July 17 at
Tamaques Park. Megan was a Westfield High School graduate who passed away
from cancer in January of 2005. Pictured are the many who attended this event
where a statue was unveiled and dedicated to Megan.

Seven Vehicles
Damaged in Fire

MOUNTAINSIDE — Seven vehicles
sustained damage from a fire last Friday
at the AMC Loews Theaters on Route 22,
East, in Mountainside, according to
Mountainside police.

Police were the first to arrive on the
scene just before 5 p.m. and to see smoke
and fire coming from a parked 1994 GMC
Yukon.

“The fire continued to spread and
caused damage to six other vehicles,”
according to police.

The Mountainside Fire Department ex-
tinguished the blaze.

An investigation of the fire determined
the fire started in the engine block of the
Yukon. Police said the owner reported
the vehicle was serviced “within the last
week for an unspecified problem with the
fuel pump.”

A light pole also sustained damage, in
addition to the vehicles.

One of the vehicles was towed to
Sevell’s in Westfield; five vehicles, in-
cluding the Yukon, were taken to L&J
Towing in Kenilworth, while the owner
of the remaining vehicle had the car towed
by a private company.

Residents of Springfield, Union, Scotch
Plains, Summit, East Orange and
Mountainside owned the cars that were
damaged. Police withheld their names.
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Cranford at Standstill with
Township’s Master Plan

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – After 30 years, the
Cranford Planning Board has decided
to rewrite the township’s master plan,
and the process is moving slowly.

Paul Ricci of T&M Associates, the
planning consultant for Cranford (and
also Fanwood), began working with
the township on the plan about one
year-and-a-half ago he said. Last
Wednesday, the board met again and
only discussed the first item on its
multi-page agenda, which was not
available to the press.

During the meeting, members of
the board mainly voiced concerns of
language in the document, parking,
sewerage infrastructure in new de-
velopment, residential development
in the downtown and how it affects
affordable housing requirements.

Board Member Rita LaBrutto ques-
tioned the language in the plan that
states, “encourages residential growth
in the downtown.” She said she wants
to maintain a small-town character.
She thought the word “encourages”
was too strong, and that emphasizing,
“encouraging residential growth”
would discourage office and com-
mercial space. “I think you would
want to encourage [offices to main-
tain a small-town character].”

“If you say no residential, all com-
mercial, you are going to run into a
parking deck situation again, which
no one wants,” board member Bob
D’Ambola said.

Ms. LaBrutto also had concerns
with the possibility of the 2.2-acre
shopping complex, where Drug Fair
resides, which now is part of the core
downtown zone, having the legal
ability to “turn over to be like
Cranford Crossing or Riverfront”
where a number of residential prop-
erty could build on top of the com-
plex.

About 10 years ago, the township
decided that some of the 3.5 acres of
property located at South Avenue and
Chestnut Street, along the Rahway
River, needed redevelopment and is
known as the Riverfront Redevelop-
ment Area.

Mayor Robert Puhak reminded Ms.
LaBrutto that the “Riverfront density
is half or less than Cranford Cross-
ing.”

“I don’t want to see it look like
Rahway. I don’t’ want to see the whole
town as Cranford Crossings,” Mr.
D’Ambola said. “We are limiting the
growth to three stories, it’s going to
come at its own pace.”

The master plan now states and the
board previously agreed that the maxi-
mum height in the downtown for resi-
dential is three stories.

Mr. Puhak later said he wanted to
include aggregate amounts of smaller
development.

Also, some board members were
concerned with the idea of “payment
in lieu of parking,” where a developer
who does not want to provide parking
could pay the township an agreed

amount per spot that would have been
assigned.

Mr. Puhak said in the long-run
that the “township is on the hook to
provide parking.” He said the park-
ing deck by Cranford Crossing costs
the township $55,000 per space fully
amortized for 311 spaces. He said a
“higher aspect of our (this year’s
township) budget was debt and a
huge aspect of it was the parking
deck.”

“Payment in lieu of parking is a
fraction of the cost you’ll (the town-
ship) ultimately be on the hook for,”
he said.

So far the planner has rezoned
areas in the township map. Most of
the downtown was streamlined from
a variety of six to eight districts to
two, according to board member
Kevin Illing. He said previously the
business owners were confused as
to their  rights of what they could do
on their property. Because there
were too many districts with vary-
ing zoning laws, a store across the
street would have different regula-
tions.

It was also noted that the plan may
include an overlay district that would
inhibit “strip-mall style develop-
ments” and “encourage better design”
along South and North Avenue.

Earlier in the meeting, the board
briefly discussed infrastructure rules
for new development. Township En-
gineer Rick Marsden said the
Riverfront developers built a new
double-flume cyphen for sewerage
“that will help maintenance greatly.”
Cranford Crossing did not build any
new sewerage infrastructure, accord-
ing to the board, and they want to
address this problem with any new
development.

By the end of the meeting, nothing
was decided upon.

Mountainside’s Whytes
Named Parents of Year

MOUNTAINSIDE – Gary and
Debra Whyte of Mountainside have
been selected as the “Parents of the
Year” in New Jersey for 2008.

National Parents Day, celebrated
on July 27, was established in Octo-
ber 1994, and The New Jersey Par-
ents Foundation (NJPF) has been rec-
ognizing outstanding parents since
its foundation in 1996.

Each year, the NJPF honors more
than 100 eligible couples in the state
of New Jersey for their commitment
to parenting.

Joseph Coyne, President of the
NJPF said, “Each year, our Parents of
the Year Award Ceremonies through-
out New Jersey seek to recognize the
investment and commitment of par-
ents working together as a team in
contributing to the wellbeing of their
children and the stability of our com-
munities.”

The winners were announced on
July 18. Mr. and Mrs. Whyte have
been married for 21 years.

An Inside Look into the New York Stock Exchange
By AMANDA SIMMONS & MARISA

STOTTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor’s Note: Interns from The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains Fanwood Times visited the New
York Stock Exchange on Wednesday,
July 16. The Leader/Times thanks Mr.
Tom Sloan and Mr. Tom Kay of Westfield
for the arrangements.

It must have been an odd sight: five
students clutching notepads and hud-
dling in a tight circle in the middle of
the trading floor at the New York Stock
Exchange (NYSE). But there we were
at 9:15am, shortly before the
Exchange’s famous Opening Bell.
Deep in the belly of the large trading
floor, we were surrounded by kiosks
of computer monitors, phones and
screens that filled the entire space.

Brokers on the floor flitted about
wearing special jackets to indicate their
companies. One such broker was Tom
Kay—a floor governor for JP Morgan,
Westfield resident, and one of our hosts
at the NYSE.

Busy on their phones, computers
and hand-held devices, these brokers
were rushing to prepare the trades they
would make once the day’s business
commenced. Our other host, Tom

Sloan, Vice President of Global Secu-
rity Division at NYSE Euronext, ad-
vised us to take cover and not be
offended if we were knocked out of
our way as the clock neared 9:30 a.m.,
when the Opening Bell would strike.

Mr. Sloan and Mr.
Kay explained that the
NYSE mandated all
trades be conducted
between 9:30 a.m. and
4:00 p.m. Each day, the
NYSE rings the bell at
these times to signify
the opening and clos-
ing of the trading floor.
The giant screen near
the podium, complete
with a ticker tape, dis-
played the opening quotes for the morn-
ing and the exact time.

With about four minutes to go be-
fore the bell ringing, Brian Cowen, the
Prime Minister of Ireland, and the
CEO of the NYSE, Duncan
Niederauer, appeared behind the po-
dium. More and more business people
flowed onto the trading floor. Soon,
clapping began in anticipation of the
bell. Once it sounded, the floor broke
out into activity. Both handheld and
landline phones erupted into rings as

the brokers and specialists on the floor
began to work. The numbers flashing
on the giant screen on the wall changed
instantaneously as stock’s points went
up and down.

We headed up to the gallery, a long
balcony overlooking the
trading floor. From
there, we were able to
take pictures and shoot
footage of the brokers at
work—on the floor we
had been strictly pro-
hibited from doing so.

On both ends of the
gallery, we saw two live
business segments of
morning news shows
filming. Irish media was

photographing and taking notes on the
event. By the elevators, we overheard
a live broadcast of Bloomberg Radio,
which had a small sound-station  in the
corridor. The noise and activity of the
trading floor downstairs was still au-
dible;  Mr. Sloan said the floor would
continue to operate this way until 4:00
p.m., when it would close for the day.

Getting the Inside Scoop
Our day had begun some three hours

earlier, when we stood at 6:40 a.m. at
the Westfield rail station platform,

awaiting the train to Newark Penn
Station. After our subsequent ride on
the PATH, we approached Wall Street.
Outside the famous  NYSE building,
we were greeted by Mr. Sloan.

After escorting us through metal
detectors and security personnel, Mr.
Sloan brought us to a restaurant in the
NYSE for breakfast, where he intro-
duced us to Mr. Kay, who detailed the
procedures of the NYSE to us. Mr.
Sloan added that the NYSE has re-
cently begun to expand itself globally
after merging with Euronext.

Communications in the NYSE
Beyond the floor of the NYSE it-

self, there is a world of technology and
communications coordinated by a large
staff of broadcast directors and media
specialists. The NYSE has its own TV
production center located in the build-
ing that is the “brain” of all communi-
cation efforts. According to Marlon
Laing, broadcast services coordinator
for the Exchange, NYSE’s broadcast
center controls 16 cameras on the floor.
These cameras are licensed to inde-
pendent broadcasting networks around
the globe for their use. During our
visit, for example, directors were co-
ordinating a live feed from a German
reporter on the floor to send to Europe.
The broadcast directors manage up to
250 broadcasts from the NYSE per
day.

In addition to the broadcast center,
the media department of the NYSE
contains a virtual studio covered com-
pletely with “green screen.” This tech-
nology allows reporters to appear as
if they are broadcasting from the floor
of the NYSE or almost any other
image, from a standard news studio
to a cityscape. When we visited the
studio, the media technicians were
preparing for a broadcast that was to
be sent to India.

Beth Budnick also contributed to
reporting.

THE INTERNS STOCK UP…Clockwise, from left to right: The Leader/Times interns’ birds-eye view of the NYSE from the gallery, the five interns flash a smile outside
the Exchange on Wall Street  (left to right: Amanda Simmons, Martin Sweeney, Marisa Stotter, KatherineVowell and Beth Budnick.), Broadcast Services Coordinator
Marlon Laing explains the inner-workings of NYSE communications to the group.

Katherine Vowell for The Westfield Leader

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
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Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions
20 Stirling Road,Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623

Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘till 9 • Sunday 1-5

A few days that will
change your nights forever.

45-68%SAVINGS
on select Shifman Mattresses and Box Springs. 

Once you’ve slept on a handmade Shifman, you’ll never want to sleep on anything else. 
For comfort and quality, it’s the finest handmade mattress in the world.

C R Y S T A L
T W I N S I Z E

$209
E a c h  P i e c e

C R Y S T A L
F U L L S I Z E

$209
E a c h  P i e c e

C R Y S T A L
QUEEN SIZE

$309
Sold in 2 Piece Sets O n l y

e a c h
p i e c e

B A N C R O F T
T W I N S I Z E

$149
E a c h  P i e c e

B A N C R O F T
KING SIZE

$249
Sold in 3 Piece Sets O n l y

B A N C R O F T
F U L L S I Z E

$149
E a c h  P i e c e

B A N C R O F T
QUEEN SIZE
$249

Sold in 2 Piece Sets O n l y

e a c h
p i e c e

e a c h
p i e c e

C R Y S T A L
KING SIZE

$309
Sold in 3 Piece Sets O n l y

e a c h
p i e c e

PLUSH COMFORT
PREMIUM TUFTED

SUGG. SALE
TWIN set 2540 $1399
FULL set 3080 $1699
QUEEN set 3390 $1899
KING set 4850 $2699

ROYAL COMFORT
PILLOW TOP

SUGG. SALE - REBATE

TWIN set 3100 $1849
FULL set 3720 $2199
QUEEN set 4410 $2599 $2499
KING set 5890 $3499 $3399

DIAMOND
PILLOW TOP

SUGG. SALE
TWIN set 2050 $1139
FULL set 2500 $1399
QUEEN set 2780 $1549
KING set 3950 $2199

JADE

SUGG. SALE
TWIN ea. pc. 550 $299
FULL ea. pc. 700 $389
QUEEN set 1620 $899 
KING set 2420 $1349 

S A P P H I R E

SUGG. SALE
TWIN ea. pc. 750 $409
FULL ea. pc. 890 $499
QUEEN set 2020 $1099
KING set 2990 $1649

SAVE 35-50%
on the full line of Shifman Bedding and Beat the August 1st Price Increase

Valley Furniture Shop Giveaway!
Free Mattress Cover with New Premium Sets &

$100 Instant Rebate on Masters Collection King & Queen Sets

GOP Committee Holds
Press Conf. in Trenton

By KATHERINE VOWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON – State Assembly Re-
publican Policy Committee Chair-
man Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield)
last week announced the committee’s
first area of study involving New Jer-
sey environment and energy.

Committee members include: As-
semblywoman Charlotte Vandervalk
(LD-39, Hillsdale), Assemblywoman
Dawn Marie Addiego (LD-8,
Marlton), Assemblyman David Rible
(LD-11, Wall), Assemblyman Scott
Rumana (LD-40, Wayne) and As-
semblywoman Denise Coyle (LD-
16, Somerville), who was appointed
by Assemblyman Bramnick to lead
the study.

“From day one, I said this policy
committee would be progressive and
aggressive,” Mr. Bramnick said. “We
are not going to spend time criticiz-
ing; we are going to spend time creat-
ing a plan that makes sense,” a plan
the Assemblyman is calling a “com-
mon sense plan.”

Ms. Coyle, who spearheaded
Somerset’s smart growth plan, said
the “green initiative” is the next step
from smart growth.

“We’ve been living in an economy
where alternative sources of energy
such as wind and solar, which were
once too costly, now make sense,”
Ms. Coyle said. “The new age of
technology is here and it will be envi-
ronmentally and economically
friendly.”

Assemblywoman Vandervalk said
New Jersey must advance ways to
save energy in homes and businesses.

According to committee members,
there are small steps individuals can
take to run a more cost efficient and
environmentally friendly household.

By purchasing products which con-

tain Energy Star labels, checking
homes weatherization, switching to
long-lasting light bulbs, unplugging
direct currents and turning off com-
puters when not in use are all ways to
save on energy bills and help the
environment.

Individuals can also save on con-
tinuously increasing fuel prices by
driving more conservatively. Driving
55 miles per hour instead of 65 miles
per hour can save up to 12 percent on
fuel and not using air-conditioning
will increase fuel use up to 21 per-
cent.

Mr. Rible said “the state should be
assisting” by “cutting back on its auto
fleet,” which has 15,000 vehicles on
the road, and by “looking into hy-
brid” vehicles.

“We need to create a true and reli-
able form of mass transportation to
save to gas, time and labor,” Mr. Rible
added.

With regards to the new afford-
able housing regulations passed last
month, Mr. Rumana said environ-
mental efforts would be impacted
by the amount of housing to be
constructed, especially if the hous-
ing initiatives “go forward un-
checked.”

Mr. Rible added that the new af-
fordable housing obligations are an-
other reason the state should be look-
ing at mass transportation. “We [the
state] are going to put people in com-
munities through affordable housing,
but how are we going to transport
them?”

Ms. Colye concluded the press con-
ference by stating, “There is tremen-
dous opportunity which lies before
us. Huge forces are merging together
which will give us the opportunity to
do amazing things to impacts the resi-
dents of New Jersey.”

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

SPBPA Creates Outreach
Program for Charities

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA) has announced the
creation of its Community Outreach
Program that will help facilitate com-
munication between the business
community, charitable organizations,
and the local residents.

The SPBPA is integrating this new
program into its Farmers’ Market-
place, a seasonal event operating each
Saturday through November 1 at the
municipal parking lot on Park Av-
enue, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

“In our continued effort to reach
out and contribute to the community,
we are pleased to invite local non-
profit organizations to participate at
our Marketplace,” said Dr. Frank
DiLollo, President of the SPBPA.
“There are many interesting and im-
portant organizations in our area who
will benefit from this additional com-
munity exposure.”

The new effort will feature one
non-profit organization each week at
the Marketplace. Participating orga-
nizations will be allowed to set up an
informational tent and table from
which to promote their services and
upcoming fundraising events, though
no actual fundraising is permitted on
site. Dates are available through the

SPBPA Board of Directors on a first-
come, first-served basis. Service or-
ganizations must be non-sectarian and
non-political in nature.

“It made sense for us (the SPBPA)
to offer non-profit organizations this
unique venue – to help reinforce their
message, and inform the public of
their needed services,” remarked Jeff
Stein, local marketing strategist, and
Farmers’ Marketplace manager. “Our
Farmers’ Marketplace is part of the
community, and these organizations
play an important role here.”

The Farmers Marketplace is in its
16th season, and features an array of
fresh produce grown locally on New
Jersey farms. Some produce includes
organic fresh roasted coffee beans,
baked goods, handmade granola,
nutty confections, jams, and gour-
met-style products. Gardening en-
thusiasts will also find selections of
herbs and flowers for planting, in
addition to ready-made bouquets.

Non-profit organizations inter-
ested in participating in their Com-
munity Outreach Program should call
SPBPA Board Member Jean Ann
Honig of SeaBound Cruises, Inc. at
(908) 756-1354 For more informa-
tion on the SPBPA,   log on to
visitscotchplains.com.

Feds Launch Investigation Into
Carla Katz Running of CWA
The United States Attorney’s of-

fice for New Jersey has launched an
investigation into Carla Katz, who
was voted out as head of New Jersey
Communications Workers of
America (CWA), the Star Ledger has
reported.

 Local 1034 is the largest state
workers’ union in New Jersey. The
subpoenas were served on CWA’s
national headquarters in Washing-
ton, D.C.
Davy Puts Money Back In School

Tax After Voters Reject Plan
New Jersey Commissioner of the

Department of Education, Lucille
Davy, has turned down an action by
the Downe Township Committee to
cut $644,000 from the local school
tax levy following its defeat in April
by voters, the Star Ledger has re-
ported.

The committee’s cut left $627,185
to be collected in local school taxes.
Ms. Davy set the amount to be raised
at $1,240,551, an amount just $30,000
below what the local board had put
before voters.

The school budget came before the
committee after voters defeated the
spending plan. The matter went to
Ms. Davy when the board and com-
mittee failed to reach an agreement
on budget cuts.

Lautenberg Campaign Cancels
Order for Springsteen Tickets
The Frank Lautenberg for Senate

campaign has cancelled an order for
40 tickets to Sunday’s Bruce

Springsteen concert at Giants Sta-
dium. The tickets were to be been
given to those donors giving $1,500
or more to the campaign, the Star
Ledger has reported. The tickets were
canceled after coming under review
by the New Jersey Sports and Expo-
sition Authority and also criticism by
Republicans.

“His fat-cat contributors will have
to be Dancing In the Dark with Sad
Eyes as they recall the Glory Days of
free tickets and backroom deals,”
GOP Senate candidate Richard
Zimmer said. “As for me ... No Sur-
render.”
Half of Corzine’s Donors Come

From Florida and New York
The Record has reported that Gov-

ernor Jon Corzine has raised
$137,050 since April for his re-elec-
tion bid next year. Most of that money
is from out-of-state donors.

The paper said only $9,000 of his
campaign crash came from New Jer-
sey residents with half of Mr.
Corzine’s donors from Florida and
New York. Mr. Corzine has said he
expects to seek a second term as
governor.

 No Republicans have officially
announced their candidacies as of
yet although the names of United
States Attorney Chris Christie and
former Bogota Mayor Steve Lonegan,
currently the executive director for
the New Jersey chapter of Americans
for Prosperity, have been mentioned.

 Mr. Christie has said he cannot
discuss politics as long as he is serv-
ing as U.S. Attorney.

RVSA Faces Right-of-Way
Issue; Expansion Almost Done

 By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — It was revealed at
last Thursday’s Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority (RVSA) meeting that
some of the authority’s easements
might have been improperly recorded
or filed. Also, the two delay-riddled
projects slowing the expansion of the
sewerage processing facility are now
nearing completion.

A Clark resident had requested
permission to build a garage near or
over the authority’s 60-inch trunk
sewer line. This revealed that the au-
thority had neither a right-of-way,
nor an easement, listed on that prop-
erty. Efforts to locate the cause of the
missing easement have proven fruit-
less, as 80 years have passed since the
installation of the line, officials said.
It was expected that the authority
would be able to negotiate a mutually
agreeable settlement. This is the sec-
ond encroachment problem faced by
the authority in about a year, the other
being the Garwood Department of
Public Works’ garage, which has al-
ready been erected. An agreement is
currently awaiting approval by the
municipality.

Manny Parada of CCMS, the con-
struction management company, said
the sludge dryer project is 98 percent
complete, and testing has begun. He
went on to say that a 48-hour test had
been successfully completed, process-
ing 24.8 tons and uncovering some
minor issues that had been addressed.
A 10-day test was to begin this week,
and if successfully completed, that
portion of the project will be finished.
The related rotary drum thickener
was also described as “nearing
completion.”

Mr. Parada also said that the cogen-
eration facility is 93.85 percent com-
plete. He described an additional de-
lay caused by a requirement to retest
a switchgear. Because of the installa-
tion of temporary backup power dur-
ing the delay, this testing could not be
performed without special permis-
sion from the state Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP). To
reduce the likelihood of a power fail-
ure during the required shutdown of
the backup system, the test will be
performed during an overnight pe-
riod in mid-August.

 Once this is completed, a four-
week test  period will begin. The

Board of Public Utilities (BPU) has
also granted permission to the au-
thority to operate all the cogeneration
engines on a blend of digester and
natural gas.

The ultraviolet disinfection system,
which will sanitize the wastewater, is
scheduled for testing during the week
of August 11. Michael Brinker, the
authority’s executive director, said
after the meeting that the authority is
examining the possibility of selling
the water for industrial applications
such as cooling.

Mr. Parada’s report also found that
the fire protection system for the
headworks has been approved and
work is beginning on its installation.
He also stated that the scum concen-
trator needs testing and that site work,
such as paving and installing lights, is
now occurring.

It was also revealed that federal
grant money that the authority had
applied for was no longer available.
As a result, the authority determined
to end their contract with lobbying
firm Murray, Montgomery and
O’Donnell.

NGA Taps Corzine
To Economic Panel

WASHINGTON — The National
Governors Association (NGA) has
announced that Governor Jon Corzine
will serve as the chairman of the
organization’s Economic Develop-
ment and Commerce Committee.

Mr. Corzine said issues to be ad-
dressed would include encouraging
Congress and President George W.
Bush to advance an economic stimu-
lus package, as well as assistance
with the escalating costs of Medicaid
and a long-term plan to maintain and
expand the nation’s “strained” high-
ways and other infrastructure.

Katherine Vowell for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOP GOING GREEN… Asm. Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) announces last
Thursday that the Assembly Republican Policy Committee, of which he chairs,
will undertake a study on the state’s environment and energy. Also pictured are
committee members Asw. Dawn Addiego (LD-8, Marlton), left, and Asw. Denise
Coyle (LD-16, Basking Ridge). Asw. Coyle will lead the study.

It’s all on the Net at
www.goleader.com
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

Courtesy of NASA
EARTH-RISE DECEMBER 24, 1968...Astronaut William Anders: “We are now
approaching lunar sunrise, and for all the people back on Earth, the crew of
Apollo 8 has a message that we would like to send to you. ‘In the beginning, God
created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and
darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face
of the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw
the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.’”Adding
to the quotes were Astronauts Jim Lovell and Frank Borman. As the world
celebrates the first man on the moon this week, few remember that the Apollo 8
astronauts were first to leave Earth’s gravity.

22nd District News

Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Fanwood

The Department of Labor last week
released figures showing that in the month
of June, inflation increased at almost twice
the rate it did in May. The Consumer
Price index – which measures prices of
various household products – rose 1.1
percent last month, the largest monthly
gain since September 2005 [New York
Times, 7/16/2008].

The Consumer Price Index is watched as
a measurement of inflation, and in the last
12 months the index has risen 5 percent – the
biggest yearly increase since 1991. The AP
reports that two-thirds of the previous
month’s surge is blamed on high-energy
prices, which increased 6.6 percent.

Our economy is on the brink of a reces-
sion, and yesterday [last week] we learned
the rate of inflation doubled from May to
June.

Economy Is on the
Brink of a Recession

Candidate for Congress in NJ 7th District

As the cost of everything from gas to
food to healthcare continues to rise, New
Jersey families are struggling to make
ends meet. Our housing market is in
shambles and millions of Americans are
in danger of losing their homes. Too
many parents are forced to choose be-
tween taking their child to the doctor
[and] filling up a tank of gas.

As the economy moves toward a reces-
sion, President George W. Bush “reaf-
firmed his opposition” to a timetable of a
withdrawal from Iraq. The war is costing
the country $12 billion a month.

I call upon my opponent, former Re-
publican Leader Leonard Lance, to join
me in opposing President Bush’s policy
on Iraq and to support a timetable for
withdrawal so we may bring our troops
home safely and soon.

SP Resident Saddened by
Handling of Injured Deer

Goldberg Touts Success of Inaugural
Block Party at Village Green in SP

Master Gardeners
Thank Supporters

The Master Gardeners of Union County
would like to thank the local community
for its support during our Spring Garden
Fair and Plant Sale this past May. This is
our only major fundraiser of the year, and
the funds we raise enable us to offer
Horticulture programs to nursing homes,
schools, and other community organiza-
tions; to grow fresh vegetables in our
“Sharing Garden” for distribution to shel-
ters, community food banks and soup
kitchens; to provide speakers on garden-
ing topics; and to grant annual awards to
Union County Vocational Technical
School horticulture students and for 4-H
gardening activities with children.

We would also like to thank the follow-
ing individuals and nurseries for their
support of our fair: Amberg Perennial
Farm and Garden Center; Bartell Farm
and Garden Supply; Dreyer Farms;
Miele’s Greenhouses; Williams Nursery;
the Union County Freeholders; and the
Department of Union County Parks and
Community Renewal.

New Jersey Master Gardeners are
trained volunteers who assist Rutgers New
Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station
Cooperative Extension in its mission to
deliver horticulture programs and infor-
mation to the general public.

Anyone with an interest in gardening
and a commitment to volunteer service
can become a Master Gardener. No previ-
ous education or training in horticulture is
required. A new Master Gardener class is
starting this fall at the Union County RCE
office in Westfield. Contact Lynne
Orlofsky at (908) 654-9854 for an appli-
cation, or mastergardeners-uc.org.

Joanne Krueger
Master Gardener

Chair, Spring Garden Fair

I am writing this letter with such dis-
gust and sadness upon my experience on
Friday, July 18, at approximately 7 a.m.
in Cramer Manor Park in Scotch Plains. I
am so much an animal lover, and  to see
this was upsetting.

A deer had broken both legs and town-
ship police showed up to take care of it
(being told that if I did not want to be
there, I could just leave). I was so very
upset to see this and after telling people of
my upsetting day, some sympathized and
others told me that’s what needs to be
done. Whatever! So I tried to get past it
over the weekend until today [Sunday].

As I took my early a.m. walk as I
always do, having to go pass the same
place again, it was already hard. To my
disgust, I could not believe the deer was
still there with white lime thrown over it.
I am trying to be gentle in my letter, not to
upset people or younger children who
may come upon this and read this. I was
appalled — still there out in the open
approximately six feet from the walking
path where people play basketball, ten-
nis, soccer and just use the park everyday
as we are suppose to. I had to get myself

together to turn around and come back,
(Not sure if I will ever be able to walk by
there again). It’s a very public place  where
we are suppose to take our children, play
sports relax and enjoy – not experience
such an upsetting site.

I immediately called the Scotch Plains
Police Department and was told the com-
pany they use has not been able to come
out yet. This is three days later. This
makes me sick. Who is responsible?

For any of you who do not feel strongly
about this, well skip to the next more
important letter on Westfield parking, or
any others that seem to be in every other
week, because I do feel strongly about
this. Yes, I know I may not be an expert on
the procedure of how this is supposed to
be handled, but...it doesn’t take one to
know that this is wrong. It is a public place
where we all go.

Please think about this because only
attention to these matters can help create
change so you or your child will not have
to experience this. Very saddened.

Millie Wagner
Scotch Plains

Last Thursday, the Scotch Plains Cul-
tural Arts Committee sponsored its inau-
gural block party at the Allan Augustine
Village Green in downtown Scotch Plains.

It was a great event attended by 400 to
500 people of all ages. The weather coop-
erated for the most part as we managed to
avoid any serious rainfall. I want to take
this opportunity to thank the people who
made this event possible.

Thanks to Ray Poerio and the entire
recreation department staff for making
the event possible. Particular thanks go to
Steve Dahl, who coordinated the entire
event.

Thanks to summer camp counselors
Alana Batts, Matt Goor, Nikol Presley,
and Kaitlyn Soriano for their tireless work
at the always-busy face-painting table.
Thanks also to the police department and
the department of public works for mak-
ing the block party successful.

A very special thank you goes to Tom
Britt and his staff at the Tavern at the
Stage House. They did a tremendous job
of preparing and serving the burgers and
hot dogs and making sure that everything
ran smoothly.

I hope that closing Front Street did not
have a negative impact on business for the
Stage House that evening. Thanks to
John’s Meat Market for providing the

food at no cost.
The event could not have happened

without the efforts of my fellow Cultural
Arts Committee members. Council Liai-
son Nancy Malool, along with Ellen Baon,
Mary DePaola, Jackie Giardiello, Pat
Kane, Liz Mangan and Lillian Wiener
joined me in having the vision to create a
new event in town.

Their work made it possible for the
event to come off as well as could have
been imagined. They all worked hard the
night of the event to assure its success.

We expect to continue the event next
summer and if anyone has any sugges-
tions on how the block party may be even
better, please contact any of the commit-
tee members or the recreation depart-
ment.

Please join us for the remainder of our
summer program. We have concerts
Thursday evenings beginning with a
children’s show at 7 p.m., followed by the
main performer at 8 p.m..

The series runs each Thursday through
August 21, with the exception of August
7. That Tuesday, August 5, is National
Night Out, and we will have our concert
in conjunction with the police depart-
ment.

Steve Goldberg,
Scotch Plains Cultural Arts Com.

Donaldson Comments,
WF Farmer’s Market
Not by our own choice, but as a result

of a decision by the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce (WACC), the
Donaldson Farms Family will no longer
be able to participate in the Westfield
Farmer’s Market.

We thank you for your years of support
and patronage, and we value the friend-
ships we have made along the way. As
you know, we have and will continue to
maintain the highest standards in grow-
ing, preparing and displaying our pro-
duce. Please accept our open invitation to
visit us at our retail locations in
Hackettstown.

For those of you wishing to voice your
disappointment, we can only suggest you
contact the WACC (908) 233-3021 or,
for the real story you may call the farm
(908) 852-9129. In response to all of your
phone calls, letters and email messages,
we miss you too.

Gary Donaldson and Family
Donaldson Farms, Hackettstown

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Atrabilious – A hypochondriac
2. Supawn – Boiled corn meal; mush
3. Scorse – To trade or barter
4. Vrille – In aviation, a spinning nose

dive

SCRAY
1. Toss; hurl
2. To skin or scale, as with fish
3. To crumble; scatter
4. The sea swallow

WACHNA
1. The little Alaskan cod
2. A large dolphin of the North Atlantic

having few teeth
3. A disorderly, unkempt, rough per-

son
4. A tanner of pelts or animal skins

PSELLISM
1. Any speech defect, as stammering
2. Responding slowly to an external

stimulus
3. Faulty secretion by the sebaceous

glands
4. A hissing or whistling sound

JAVEL
1. A sword swallower
2. A vagabond or lowly person
3. A jewler’s gouging tool for working

in a depression, as in engraving metal
4. Idle babble or chat

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

This Week, 39 Years Ago,
‘The Eagle Has Landed’

This week, 39 years ago, the entire world was
watching TV with wonderment as the first men
landed on the moon. It was the biggest televised
event ever, connecting all of
mankind on July 20, of 1969.
“Houston, Tranquility Base here.
The Eagle has landed!” A few
hours later, as he stepped from
the ladder of the lunar landing
module to the surface of the
moon, Neil Armstrong, the first
man on the moon, said, “That’s
one small step for man – one
giant leap for mankind.” Buzz
Aldrin was right behind him.
Michael Collins circled over-
head in the Command Module.

The world glowed with self-
esteem. Those who witnessed
that momentous occassion re-
member exactly where they were
at that moment. The astronauts
left a plaque, which is still there
on the moon today. It reads:
“Here Men From Planet Earth First Set Foot Upon
the Moon. July 1969 A.D. We Came In Peace For All
Mankind.”

The moment was a marvel, filled with such prom-
ise for the future. People then grew up as the U.S. and
the USSR (United Soviet Socialist Republic, for
those who don’t know this today) continued to
compete in the “Space Race.” Brave and daring men
from both sides of the iron curtain risked everything
and challenged the unknown – what heart, skill and
bravado! – Yesteryear’s “right stuff.”

It strikes me that most people alive today have no
idea what I’m talking about – they weren’t even born
then. They’ve never experienced a man landing on
the moon. The last time it occurred was with Apollo
17 on December 11, 1972 - Eugene Cernan and
Harrison Schmidt. Ronald Evans was there, too, but
circling the moon as pilot of the Command Module.
I wonder who actually was the last man to leave the
moon, Cernan or Schmidt?

About Apollo 8, Paul Babik made this comment in
a letter to the editor in 2002. “May I point out,
however, that the first men to leave Earth’s gravity
were aboard Apollo 8 during 1968 at Christmas
time. Those men included Jim Lovell, who went on
to command Apollo 13, and Frank Borman. Their
picture of ‘Earth-Rise,’ which should have had much
more of an influence on mankind than it has had, is
a classic 20th century image, and their reading from
Genesis on Christmas Eve as they orbited the Moon
is still chilling to those of us who remember it.”
William Anders also made the trip.

Launched on December 21, 1968, Apollo 8 took

three days to travel to the Moon. The cew orbited 10
times, taking 20 hours. Their Christmas Eve televi-
sion broadcast, in which they read the first 10 verses

from the Book of Genesis, was
the most watched TV program
ever back then. Apollo 8 paved
the way for Apollo 11 to fulfill
President John F. Kennedy’s goal
of landing a man on the Moon
before the end of the decade.

The Apollo Manned Moon
missions were not without heart-
ache and angst. At the start with
Apollo 1 in January 1967, Gus
Grissom, Edward White and
Roger Chaffee lost their lives
during preflight tests on the
launch pad when fire burst out in
their pure oxygen-filled mod-
ule. There was grieving. Then,
extensive investigation and over-
haul was done. No one gave up.
Manned flights resumed with
Apollo 7 in October 1968.

Apollo 13 was filled with drama, as the entire
world observed with dread for days as the astronauts
almost became lost in space. With a crippled craft, no
power, little oxygen and computers lost, the astro-
nauts used a slide rule to navigate home from the
heavens. They also improvised with what is now
known as “duct tape” to make a canister to remove
CO

2
 from their cabin to prevent suffocation. Most

people today don’t know what a slide rule is either –
stop by and I’ll show you one.

Apollo 14’s trip to the moon turned out to be a little
more light-hearted; Alan Shepard took out a six-iron
and hit a few golf balls “miles and miles and miles.”

It troubles me today. I’m curious… could we still
land a man on the moon? Yes, but only if we return
to the spirit of yesteryear – with the “right stuff.”

NASA has decided to go back to the moon starting
in about 2018 and perhaps establish a permanent
base. We hope the people back them with an “Ameri-
can Spirit” that seems lost today.

The Empire State Building was built in one year in
1933. This would be an unheard-of feat today; the
permit to build could not even be obtained in that
time. Case in point also – when will the World Trade
Center rebuild actually be done? It’s been how many
years now?

On energy, our leaders today say that new oil wells
would not help because it would take at least seven
years to build. So they do nothing. They are para-
lyzed with thoughts of windmills and “greenhouse
gases.” President Kennedy would be appalled by
such an attitude, and Earthlings would still think the
Moon is made of green cheese.

Buzz Aldrin

Resident Resents Having to Fight in
Court an Illegal Parking Ticket

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and
copied to this newspaper.

*****
This afternoon, I parked in Lot 4 to

drop off a prescription at Baron’s. My
parking stub indicated that I put in $.25 at
4:22 and was paid up until 4:52. When I
returned to my car a few minutes later, I
was surprised to see a ticket on the wind-
shield. The time stated on the ticket is
4:26, four minutes after I had put my
money in the pay station.

I did not try to get away with a quick
errand. I was not breaking the law. I put
my quarter in the machine! A system that
cannot tell that a car has legally parked in
a space is ridiculous!

I resent having to take time to go to
municipal court to fight a ticket I should
not have received in the first place.

This overzealous parking enforcement
does not help Downtown Westfield’s
image or, more importantly, its local
merchants, whom we have loyally sup-

ported for 25 years.
Does the town really want me to avoid

Baron’s and shop instead at a CVS or a
Drug Fair that has its own parking lot?
Should I instead shop in Millburn, where
the parking meters are 10 cents for three
hours, or Summit, where there are several
free municipal lots?

Russell Steenberg
Westfield

Coverage of Museum
Essential to Success

The Miller-Cory House Museum Vol-
unteers would like to thank you (The
Westfield Leader) for your publication’s
excellent coverage of our museum over
the course of our season (September 2007
through June 2008). The museum is dedi-
cated to sharing early American history
through recreating various aspects of fam-
ily life on a colonial-era farm. Your con-
tinued support has been essential to the
success of our programs.

We very much appreciate your help in
reaching the community and keeping our
local history alive.

Melinda Mucha
Services Coordinator

Fraud Hotline
U.S. Attorney Chris Christie asks

anyone with a complaint about sus-
pecting wrongdoing by government
actors (elected and appointed officials,
holders of contracts, etc.) to call him
directly or, if they prefer, call the FBI.
Mr. Christie prefers to talk with people
directly and does not record his phone
calls, so callers need not be concerned.
Contact numbers: U.S. Attorney Chris
Christie (973) 645-2700. FBI’s New-
ark office (973) 792-3000.
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Equal Opportunity Lender

Equal Housing Lender

F R E E C H E C K I N G / S A V I N G S / C D s / M O R T G A G E S / L I N E S & L O A N S / B U S I N E S S B A N K I N G

www.townbank.com

44 Elm St.
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

520 South Ave.
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800

328 South Ave.
Fanwood, NJ 07023

908.564.0030

104 Walnut Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016

908.931.0050

With everything going up, shouldn’t your savings?  Our
new Prestige Savings account is one sure way to
guarantee your money grows. Just stop by any of our
4 community branches and get your savings heading
in the right direction.

Raise the rate of your savings
with our New Prestige Savings Account.

Since gas hit 4.00 we thought your
savings rate should too.

4.00%4.00% Prestige
Savings
Account

APY*

*4.00% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is a promotional rate that will be guaranteed until 12/31/08.  Minimum opening deposit is $50,000.00.  Minimum daily balance of $50,000 is required to obtain promotional APY.  If
the balance falls below $50,000 the standard tiers and variable rates for this account will apply. As of 7/1/08 the APY for account balances of $0.01 - $999.99 is 0%, account balances of $1,000.00 - $9,999.99 is 1.00%,
account balances of $10,000 - $49,999.99 is 2.00%, and account balances of $50,000.00 or greater is 4.00%. Tiers, rates and APY’s are subject to change without notice. Accounts with balances that fall below $100.00
will be subject to a $5.00 monthly service charge.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Variable rate account, interest compounded dailyand paid monthly.  Offer valid for new or existing personal or business customers.

30 YEARS . . .FO
R

JON BRAMNICK
Has Represented Individuals

Involved in Accidents

Certified Trial Attorney
JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Freeholders Only Connected To One
Thing: The Taxpayers Wallets

Fanwood Joins Energy Star
‘Change a Light’ Program

Fanwood GOP to Hold
Picnic Saturday, July 26

Republicans to Host Annual
Family Mini-Golf Tourney

Elizabeth Board of Ed.
To Receive Training

Samuel Calls for End to Spreading
Of ‘Nonsense’ in Scotch Plains

In last week’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, there was an editorial that is remi-
niscent of the style of former Senator
Joseph McCarthy, who destroyed the lives
of many patriotic Americans in the 1950s.
The editorial, apparently referring to the
recent Democratic Primary elections,
asks:

“Where is the massive amount of money
coming from to finance these elections?
Is it from foreign sources or true Ameri-
cans with the interest of the nation at
heart?”

If the writer of the editorial did his or
her homework, he or she would have
known that 2 U.S.C. § 441e. of the Fed-
eral Statutes makes it a crime for a foreign
national to make a contribution or dona-
tion of money or other thing of value, or
to make an express or implied promise to
make a contribution or donation, in con-

nection with a federal, state or local elec-
tion.

If the money for the elections came
from foreign sources, someone commit-
ted a crime. If the editor has reason to
believe that such a crime was committed,
he or she should state the facts supporting
this. If there are no facts to support the
innuendo, it is just another election-time
smear this paper is participating in.

If the intent of the article was to suggest
that the persons who supported [Senators
Barack] Obama and [Hillary] Clinton were
not true Americans with the interest of the
nation at heart, that editor has no place in
a democratic society and certainly should
stop spreading such nonsense in Scotch
Plains.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains DEM Chairman

Letters to the Editor

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOR LOVE...This statue resides in Tamaques Park in Westfield upon its dedica-
tion last Thursday in memory of Megan Beck, a Westfield High School graduate
who passed away from cancer in January 2005.

ELIZABETH — The Elizabeth
Public School Board and Superinten-
dent Pablo Muñoz are among five
school board-superintendent teams
nationwide who have been chosen to
participate in a two-year national
training program. School board mem-
bers Raúl Burgos, Armando Da Silva,
Rafael Fajardo, Francisco González,
Jeremiah Grace, Tony Monteiro,
Marie Lynn Munn, Fernando Nazco
and Carlos Trujillo will participate.
Participation in the program is by
invitation only.

The program, called “Reform Gov-
ernance in Action,” trains reform-
minded school boards and superin-
tendents to become effective, high-
performing teams. Modeled after the
Harvard Kennedy School’s training
for new mayors and new members of
Congress, Reform Governance in
Action specifically trains school
board-superintendent teams to estab-

lish a wide range of efficient and
effective policies and processes that
will improve board operations,
strengthen management oversight and
directly improve learning opportuni-
ties for students.

The following school districts will
also participate: Antioch Unified
School District, Calif.; Houston In-
dependent School District; Memphis
City Schools; and the School District
of Philadelphia.

Over the course of the two-year
training, which includes four off-site
training institutes and 10 on-site con-
sulting visits, participants will dig
into the challenges facing urban gov-
ernance teams struggling to improve
student achievement, district opera-
tions and civic capacity.

Specifically, participants will ana-
lyze numerous case studies on efforts
to improve public education in cities,
including Oakland, Calif.; Buffalo;
Philadelphia; Jacksonville, Florida;
Gwinnett County, Georgia; Houston;
Miami; and Long Beach, Calif.

Participants will also learn from
other education experts nationwide
by debating reform approaches and
working through challenging sce-
narios.

The Broad Foundation covers 80
percent of the program costs, includ-
ing travel expenses for school district
leaders. The district covers the re-
maining 20 percent. For more infor-
mation, visit crss.org and
broadfoundation.org.

Garwood Publication
Reaches Milestone

GARWOOD — The July edition
of the TREE - Roaming Eye and Ear
has been released for complimentary
distribution to the public. This is the
fifth year of the publication – an an-
niversary edition.

The publication by editor Bruce
Paterson contains exclusively
Garwood information, commentary
and facts.

Copies of the publication are avail-
able at News Plus on Center Street
and the Laundromats on South and
North Avenues in Garwood.

Downloadable editions are availble
at The Westfield Leader website –
goleader.com/features.

FANWOOD — Fanwood recently
announced its membership in Energy
Star’s “Change a Light, Change the
World” Campaign, through the
Fanwood Environmental Commis-
sion.

The program is a national initiative
that encourages members to pledge
to replace one standard bulb or fix-
ture at home with a bulb that has
earned the government’s Energy Star
label, in order to fight against global
climate change.

Gary Szelc, chair of the Fanwood
Environmental Commission, said the
organization has set a target goal of
200 pledges for 2008. This goal could
save 56,400 kWh (kilowatt-hour) and
prevent 81,800 pounds of greenhouse
gas emissions.

“Like an increasing number of or-
ganizations, we want to do our part to
reduce our country’s greenhouse gas
emissions and play a role in fighting

climate change,” Mr. Szelc said. “We
are proud to spread the word about
the difference individuals in our
community can make by acting to-
gether to take energy-saving steps
at home.”

According to the Energy Star cam-
paign, if every American home re-
placed one light with one of their
bulbs, every year the country could
save enough energy to light more
than three million homes, save more
than $600 million in energy costs and
prevent greenhouse gases equivalent
to the emissions of more than 800,000
cars.

COUNTY — The Republican
Committee of Union County will be
holding its annual Family Miniature
Golf Tournament on Sunday, August
3 from 5 to 8 p.m. Hosting the event
are State Sen. Tom Kean Jr. and As-
semblymen Eric Munoz and Jon
Bramnick who represent the 21st
Legislative District. A large portion
of the district is located in Union
County. Taking place at Hyatt Hills
Golf Complex in Clark, the tourna-
ment will benefit the Union County
Republican candidates for Freeholder.

The cost of $50 per person, $20 for
children under 12 and $125 per fam-
ily includes golf, beverages, a tradi-
tional family barbeque and prizes.

The Hyatt Hills Golf Complex is
located at 1300 Raritan Road, Clark.
Play will commence at 5 p.m. For
reservations and additional informa-
tion, contact the UC Republican Com-
mittee at (908) 789-0200. “Event and
Hole” sponsorships are available and
include a free family admission. In-
terested sponsors can contact Chris-
tine Nugent at (908) 654-0389.

FANWOOD — Senator Leonard
Lance, Republican Congressional
Candidate for the 7th Congressional
District, indicated that he will attend
the Annual Fanwood Republican Pic-
nic on Saturday, July 26,  to be held at
Dave Trumpp’s residence at 10
Oakwood Court, from 2 to 6 p.m.

There will be food, beverages and
the opportunity to meet Senator Lance,

who believes his opponent, a Fanwood
resident, has never done much for
Fanwood, Union County and the State
of New Jersey, when elected to those
offices serving the residents of those
communities except follow the liberal
Democratic party line and vote for
more tax increases.

In case of rain, the picnic will be
held the following Saturday, August 2.

In the U.S., paper is one of the leading
sources of greenhouse gas emissions from
manufacturing. Recycled paper products
generally take far less energy to manufac-
ture, so they’re a very good alternative to
products made from virgin wood pulp.
The greenest way to go is to reduce the
amount of paper waste in your home or
workplace.

The message above comes directly
from the Union County website, specifi-
cally the web pages that talk about the
county’s “Go Green Initiative.”

Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada’s
(up for re-election this year) along with
Vice Chairman Alexander Mirabella’s
photos are featured in a glossy, color
mailer, which landed in county residents’
homes this week. The mailer urges county
residents to “Be part of the Solution…be
part of Union County’s Go Green Initia-
tive.”

Now, the initiative itself is certainly
commendable, but was it really neces-
sary to spend money on a countywide
mailer? One has to wonder if the county
used recycled paper, as it doesn’t men-

tion this anywhere on the piece, which
would have been a nice touch. The county
recommends that we reduce the amount
of paper waste in our homes or work-
places. So isn’t it a bit hypocritical that
it produced a four-page mailer when a
simple postcard would have done the
trick and communicated the message
just as effectively.

But wait: after they listed the recycling
hotline (908) 654-9889, or the web pages
at ucnj.org or some actual helpful infor-
mation, there wouldn’t have been any
room left on a postcard for their pictures
or all of the freeholders names with the
reminder no less than three times that
“We’re Connected to You.”

The mailer was an absolute waste of
time and waste of taxpayer monies to
prepare and mail, but does serve to re-
mind the taxpayers that they should not be
fooled and that the Union County Free-
holders are really only connected to one
thing and that is the taxpayers wallets.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

Fanwood Resident
Promoted at Rutgers
FANWOOD — Marianne Gaunt, a

resident of Fanwood, was recently
promoted to Vice President for Infor-
mation Services and University Li-
brarian for Rutgers University.

Ms. Gaunt has been the university’s
librarian since 1997 and led Rutgers
in the transition into the digital age by
providing numerous online services
and by making the libraries into in-
formation technology leaders.

In addition, Ms. Gaunt serves as
president of the Association of Re-
search Libraries, is on the board of
the regional library network,
PALINET, and is founding chair of
the statewide academic library con-
sortium as well as the Virtual Aca-
demic Library Environment. Ms.
Gaunt previously served as the presi-
dent of the board of trustees of the
Pennsylvania Academic Library Con-
sortium, Inc. and was a board mem-
ber of the Center for Research Librar-
ies.

Reading Is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Michael Hsing for Congress
Reports on Fundraising

BRIDGEWATER — The Michael
Hsing for Congress campaign office
announced fundraising results, as re-
ported to the Federal Election Com-
mission (FEC) on June 30. Since the
announcement of Councilman
Hsing’s candidacy for U.S. Congress
earlier this year, his campaign has
raised $113,781.

He has $91,637 cash reserve on
hand. Per FEC latest public data (June
30) for the N.J. 7th Congressional
District, Mr. Hsing said his cash re-
serve is ranked in second place, be-
hind that of Assemblywoman Linda

Stender (D). Mr. Hsing said the Re-
publican candidate, State Senator
Leonard Lance is in third place with
$80,792 cash on hand, but he has
incurred $190,166 in debt – hence, he
is about $200,000 behind Mr. Hsing.

“This is a major achievement for an
independent candidate like myself and
clearly separates me from other inde-
pendent candidates,” he said. “But,
this is just the beginning of our
fundraising effort and we are going to
carry this momentum into future
months to further broaden our base
and continue our lead.”
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James Walsh, III and Miss Lisa Heather Mortkowitz

Miss Lisa H. Mortkowitz
To Wed James Walsh, III

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mortkowitz
of Scotch Plains have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Miss
Lisa Heather Mortkowitz, to James
Walsh, III. He is the son of Mrs.
Patricia Walsh of Colonia and the late
James Walsh, Jr.

Both Miss Mortkowitz and Mr.
Walsh are 2002 graduates of Union
Catholic Regional High School in
Scotch Plains.

The future bridegroom is a 2007
graduate of Rutgers University in
Newark and presently attends George
Mason University School of Law in
Arlington, Va.

The bride-to-be graduated from
Fairleigh Dickinson University in
Madison in 2006.

The couple currently resides in
Alexandria, Va., while planning an
August 2009 wedding.

WHPC Awards Presented;
Betty List Receives Honor

WESTFIELD  – The 2008 Westfield
Historic Preservation Awards (WHPC)
were presented June 16 to five local
homeowners and two local business
owners. The recipients of this year’s
Devlin awards were Mr. and Mrs. Ri-
chard Elbert, 133 St. Paul Street; Mr.
and Mrs. Peter Davidson, 178 Harrison
Avenue; Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Loftus,
202 Harrison Avenue; Mr. and Mrs.
Paul Beck, 605 Mountain Avenue;
Betsey Burgdorff, 785 Clark Street;
Robert DeStefanis of DeStefanis Prop-
erties, LLC, for his commercial prop-
erty at 339 South Avenue, West, and
Joseph Natale of First State Bank,
located at 401 South Avenue, West.

In granting these awards, WHPC
Chairman Robert Newell thanked the
property owners for their commit-
ment to historic preservation and the
value that it provides to the town.

Wende Devlin Gates was on hand
with her sister-in-law to help present
the awards. These awards are named
in honor of her late father, local artist
and historic preservation champion
Harry Devlin.

Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins pre-
sented former WHPC Chairman Betty
List with a special proclamation signed
by Mayor Andy Skibitsky on behalf of
the people of Westfield, thanking her
for her service to the town. The proc-
lamation noted that Mrs. List recently
completed 16 years of service to the
commission and served the past four
years as chairman and town historian.

It also noted Mrs. List’s tenure on
the Westfield Town Council from 1978
to 1984, her tenure on the planning
board from 1984 to 1996 and her ac-

tive membership in other organiza-
tions, including the Parent-Teacher
Association, the Westfield Area League
of Women Voters, the United Fund of
Westfield, the Westfield Garden Club,
the Westfield Municipal Alliance
(PANDA), the Westfield Historical
Society, the College Women’s Club
and the Westfield Service League.

The proclamation also noted that
Mrs. List was the 2005 recipient of
the Rotary Club of Westfield’s Charles
P. Bailey Humanitarian Award in rec-
ognition of her “outstanding dedica-
tion and service to the community.”

Ms. Kimmins praised the many con-
tributions Mrs. List has made to
Westfield, noting that she was the first
woman to be elected to the town coun-
cil. She also stated that, “Betty has
been an inspiration to many in town
over the years and has encouraged
many others to contribute to Westfield.
We cannot thank her enough for her
time, energy and dedication.”

STAR STUDENTS…Recipients of the College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains’
2008-2009 scholarship awards gather at a tea service. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Standing, Joanna Naugle, Michelle Swick, Francesca Lumetta, Katlyn
Soriano, Bailey Cardinal, Margaret Reilly, Ming Lu and Mary Shashaty, and
kneeling, Lauren Perrotta and Kristen Barry. Not pictured are Alyssa Straniero
and Arianna Williams.

College Club Awards $24K
To 12 Local Young Women

SCOTCH PLAINS – The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains has
awarded a total of $24,000 in scholar-
ships for the academic year 2008-
2009 to 12 female students. Five
currently attend college, while seven
graduated from high school in June.

Founded as the College Club of
Fanwood in 1933, the College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains is cel-
ebrating its 75th anniversary year.
This also marks the 72nd year that
female students seeking financial
assistance to pursue a four-year col-
lege degree have been helped by the
club’s fundraising efforts, primarily
through the club’s annual fashion
show and the production and sale of
its community calendar.

The five college students all have
previously received College Club
scholarships. Among them are
Kristen Barry, daughter of Robert
and Nancy Barry, who will be a
sophomore at Boston College, and
Arianna Williams, daughter of
Adrienne and Craig Williams, who
will be a sophomore at Ohio State
University. Both received $3,000.

The other three college recipients,
Mary Shashaty, Michelle Swick and
Lauren Perrotta, all are four-year
award winners. Mary, daughter of
Margaret and James Shashaty, re-
ceived $1,000 and will be a senior at
Catholic University. Michelle, daugh-
ter of Patricia and William Swick,
received $1,500 and will be a senior
at Lafayette College. Lauren, daugh-
ter of Jennifer and John Perrotta, re-
ceived $1,500 and will be a senior at
the University of Michigan.

Of the high school graduates who
received scholarship awards, five are
members of the Class of 2008 at Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School.  Bailey
Cardinal, daughter of Kristeen Cardi-
nal, received $2,500 and will attend
Fairfield University. Francesca
Lumetta, daughter of Nancy and
Salvatore Lumetta, received $1,000
and will attend Rider University. Mar-
garet Reilly, daughter of Paula
Gunther-Reilly and James Reilly,  re-
ceived $2,500 and will attend Seton
Hall University. Katlyn Soriano,
daughter of Kathleen Soriano, received
$2,500 and will attend James Madison
University. Alyssa Straniero, daugh-
ter of Barbara and Thomas Straniero,
received $2,500 and will attend Loyola
College in Maryland.

Joanna Naugle is a 2008 graduate
of the Union County Magnet High
School for Science, Mathematics and
Technology. The daughter of Jean and
James Naugle, she received $2,500
and will attend New York University.

Ming Lu, the valedictorian and
highest-ranking female 2008 gradu-
ate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, received an award of $500 in
recognition of her academic excel-
lence. She is the daughter of Huifang
Wang and Yaping Lu, and will enter
Princeton University in September.

A special reception and dinner was
held for the recipients at the Scotch
Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains
on May 19. Carolyn Dittus, club
president, and Linda Squires, schol-
arship committee chairperson, made
the scholarship presentations at the
dinner. Past Presidents Marie Leppert
and Ginger Rachko presented the
awards at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Awards Assembly.

For more information about the club,
including how to become a member,
call Carolyn at (908) 233-2948.

NIGHT OF HONORS…The Westfield Historic Preservation Commission’s
(WHPC) presentation of its annual awards to local homeowners and business
owners included special recognition for Betty List, center, for her 16 years of
service to the commission, as well as her contributions to Westfield in many other
capacities. Pictured with her are WHPC Chairman Robert Newell and Council-
woman Vicki Kimmins.

BY WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 30  

7:00 PM 

One man’s struggle with power... 

The Westfield Memorial Library and
The Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey 
present:

RICHARD II

Program open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL card holders.   

Register by calling  
908.789.4090 X4140.  

550 East Broad Street, Westfield  

Westfield Library to Present
Production of Richard II

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library and the
Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey
will collaborate on a night of classic
theater with the presentation of Wil-
liam Shakespeare’s Richard II on
Wednesday, July 30, at 7 p.m. at the
library.

A poignant and poetic play about
English history, Richard II also de-
picts one man’s inner struggle be-
tween his essential humanity and the
absolute power of his office.

The Shakespeare Theatre of New
Jersey is The Professional Theatre
Company in Residence at Drew Uni-
versity. It is the only independent arts
organization in residence at Drew,
and it is New Jersey’s only profes-
sional theater company dedicated to
Shakespeare’s canon and other clas-
sic masterworks.

According to the theater’s mission
statement, it places an equal focus on
education, both for young artists and

young audiences. The theater also
strives to nurture emerging new tal-
ent for the American stage by provid-
ing a training ground for students of
the theater, as well as cultivating an
audience for the future by providing
outreach opportunities to students
across New Jersey.

This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. The library is located at
550 East Broad Street. To register,
visit the library’s circulation desk or
call (908) 789-4090, extension no.
4140.

During the summer, the library is
open Monday through Thursday from
9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Fridays from 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturdays from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. The library is closed on
Sundays. For more information, in-
terested persons may call (908) 789-
4090, visit the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, or stop by the library for
a copy of its quarterly newsletter.

295 South Avenue   •   Fanwood, NJ 07023 
908-654-5200

• 12 Newly Constructed Apartments ~ 
2 Bedrooms, 11/2 Baths

• Central Air/Heat, Mahogany Floors 
with Private Entrance

• Monthly Rentals include 
Daily Continental Breakfast 

and Cocktail Hour

• Transportation Available

• Medical Alert Pendant 
Issued to Each Resident

• Peace of Mind for You 
and Your Family

www.ch elseasenio r l iv ing .com

OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, July 24, 2008

4 pm - 7 pm
Refreshments Served!

UNLIMITED COMMUNICATIONS
305 South Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090

908-654-6440

GRAND RE-OPENING
OUR 8TH YEAR IN WESTFIELD

FREE AIR CARD
After Rebate

with new 2 Year
Activation

Blackberry Pearl
$9999

AFTER REBATE

$149.99 2-YR PRICE LESS
-$50 MAIL-IN-REBATE WITH
NEW 2-YR AGREEMENT ON ANY
NATIONWIDE PLAN OF $79.99

Voyager
$14999

AFTER REBATE

$199.99 2-YR PRICE LESS
-$50 MAIL-IN REBATE WITH
2-YR AGREEMENT ON ANY
NATIONWIDE PLAN

Activation fee/line: $35 ($25 for $59.99 BroadbandAccess Plan).  IMPORTANT
CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate
form and credit approval.  Up to $175 early termination fee.   V CAST and VZ
Navigator: Add’l charges req’d.  V CAST Music and Song ID: V CAST Music
phone, airtime and per song charges req’d.  Offers and coverage, varying by
service, and handset, not available everywhere.  [Offer valid until July 31,
2008 while supplies last and only on any new 2 year activation.]  Network
details and coverage maps at vzw.com.  Offers & coverage, varying by service,
not available everywhere.  While supplies last.  Shipping charges may apply.
[Rebate takes up to 6 wks.]  2008 Verizon Wireless Authorized Retailer

Garwood Library Offers
Western Movies on DVD

GARWOOD  – Through an anony-
mous donation, the Garwood Public
Library now has available DVDs of
westerns featuring film stars of yes-
terday. The library is located at 411
Third Avenue in Garwood.

The donated titles include Wild
Horse, starring Hoot Gibson; In Old
Caliente, starring Roy Rogers and
Gabby Hayes; The Old Corral, star-
ring Roy Rogers and Gene Autry; Jesse
James at Bay, starring Roy Rogers,
Gabby Hayes and Gale Storm; Pa-
roled to Die, starring Bob Steele, and
Rough Riders Round-Up, starring Roy
Rogers and Duncan Renaldo.

All of these DVD selections are
in black-and-white format. These
films, originally presented in the
late 1930s and 1940s, are complete

with gunfights, personal conflict,
singing and rough riding typical of
the western movies of that time.

In addition to these titles, patrons
can borrow High Noon, starring Gary
Cooper and Grace Kelly; No Country
For Old Men, starring Tommy Lee
Jones and Javier Bardem, and The
Assassination of Jesse James by the
Coward Robert Ford, starring Brad
Pitt and Casey Affleck. All DVDs are
lent free for one week, with a fine of $1
per day if kept overdue.

Summer library hours are 9 a.m. to
8 p.m. Monday through Thursday, and
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Fridays. The
Garwood Public Library is closed on
Saturdays during the summer. For more
information, individuals may call the
library at (908) 789-1670.

MDA Contributions
Are Still Welcome

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Let-
ter Carriers who were involved in this
year’s Muscular Dystrophy Associa-
tion Walkathon have expressed ap-
preciation to all those who contrib-
uted and pledged their support.

Those who have not yet sent in
their tax-deductible contributions are
asked to contact their letter carrier or
mail their contributions to their car-
rier, in care of the Westfield Post
Office, MDA Walkathon, 153 Cen-
tral Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

Grand Opening
Tuesday August 5th

Enjoy lunch and dinner - BYOB
at Xocolatz New Location:

235 Elmer Street, Westfield

Continental Cuisine in a

Comfortable Atmosphere

Hours: Monday thru Thursday 10:30 am to 10 pm
Friday and Saturday 10:30 am to 11 pm

Sunday 11 am to 9 pm

908-232-3962
www.xocolatznj.com    Ample Parking

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

STAHL FARELLA
Attorneys At Law
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UNITED WAY OF WESTFIELDUNITED WAY OF WESTFIELDUNITED WAY OF WESTFIELDUNITED WAY OF WESTFIELDUNITED WAY OF WESTFIELD

Prevention Links: Helping

Kids Make Good Decisions

This continues a series of articles
that will feature the 18 human service
agencies that are part of the Westfield
United Way. Contributions to the WUW,
a non-profit organization, help fund
these services for people seeking help.

Whether they are dealing with bul-
lies or encountering offers to take
drugs, our children face challenging
situations with uncanny frequency in
dealing with peers and others. Pre-
vention Links, a Westfield United Way
agency, provides services to our
Westfield schools to prepare children
to handle such circumstances.

Each year, Marigrace Flynn of Pre-
vention Links visits all first grade classes
in Westfield weekly for a five-session
program. Through the animated use of
puppets, known as Forest Friends, and
stories that claim the children’s atten-
tion, Ms. Flynn helps the children de-
velop appropriate responses for awk-
ward encounters on the playground, in
school and in the community.

According to first-grade teacher
Anne Marie Petriano, the program is
highly effective. “Through the pre-
sentation of the Forest Friends, which
the children love, both positive self
esteem and social interaction are
heightened,” Ms. Petriano explains.

An engineering graduate who went
back to school for teaching, Ms. Flynn
is one of many educators employed
by Prevention Links to present pro-
grams for kindergarteners through
high school students.

The organization’s “Pre-historic
Pals,” for the youngest children, for
example, introduces the concepts of
truth and trust, respect, self-image and
talking about feelings. “Babes,” a pro-
gram that introduces drug and alcohol
awareness, is for third graders, partly
in response to the number of children
currently taking prescription medicine.

With the average age in Union County
for experimenting with alcohol being
11 years and tobacco 10 years, the
organization’s age-specific programs
are right on track. Through “Smart
Choices,” middle-school children learn
refusal skills, particularly ways to say
“No” without being rejected by peers.

“Rebel,” one of their youth-led, high
school programs, is directed at to-
bacco prevention, helping youth ex-
pose the lies associated with cigarette
use. Prevention Links’ efforts even
cover parenting skills through a pro-
gram called “Strengthening Families.”

Pam Capaci, executive director for
Prevention Links, explains their well-
researched approach. “Because we’re
about ‘prevention,’ we look to build on
strengths that exist in kids. We build
on the developmental assets that chil-
dren and communities already have.”

The non-profit’s mission is to pre-
vent use and reduce onset of substance
abuse by building strong communities,
strong friends and strong youth. “We
work through the school system to pro-
vide our anti-bullying initiatives and
drug and alcohol avoidance programs,”
notes Ms. Capaci. “The response has

been strong, indicating the need.”
With age-appropriateness at the core

of all Prevention Links programs, the
educators question the children to be
sure they grasp the point of each les-
son. “It is important, for example, that
children walk away with a clear under-
standing that there are good drugs and
bad drugs,” Ms. Flynn explains.

She also points out that self-esteem
issues are an issue with many chil-
dren. “I have had children say, ‘there
is nothing special about me,’” Ms.
Flynn says. She uses stories and role-
playing to help children see that each
has specific talents that make him or
her special. She emphasizes the im-
portance of talking to someone you
trust, talking about feelings, and to
not “bottle up” bad feelings.

“In the course of these programs,”
she explains, “we teach children the
meaning of respect for others, for them-
selves and for the environment.”

Prevention Links is just one of the
18 member agencies that the
Westfield United Way supports
through the generous contributions
of local individuals, businesses and
professionals. The annual campaign
will kick off in September. To learn
more, call (908) 233-2113 or visit
www.westfieldunitedway.org. Your
gift goes far, but not far away.

Golf Outing to Raise Funds
Benefiting Center For Hope
AREA – The 22nd annual golf out-

ing to benefit the Center For Hope
Hospice and Palliative Care will take
place on Monday, September 8, at the
Oak Ridge Golf Course in Clark. The
golf outing is the center’s largest
fundraiser.

Over the past 22 years, the event
has raised more than $2 million.
These funds are utilized to provide
services by the center’s house physi-
cian, nurses, home health aides, so-
cial workers, counselors and volun-
teers to thousands of terminally ill
patients and their loved ones.

There will be two “hole in one”
sponsors this year. Tom Taylor, pro-
prietor of West End Chrysler in
Rahway, will sponsor one prize, a
Chrysler 300 E Series. Ellen Ramer,
proprietor of Martin Jewelers in
Cranford, will sponsor the other prize
– a Rolex watch and five-day
Acapulco vacation.

Those interested are encouraged
to register early, as spots fill up
quickly. All sponsors and contribu-
tors will receive recognition in the
event program. The cost is $185 per
person, which includes 18 holes of
golf with a cart, barbecue lunch, cock-
tail hour and dinner at The Gran Cen-
turions in Clark. To attend the cocktail
hour and dinner only, the cost is $60
per person. Gifts and raffle prizes will
be available during the evening.

In January, the Center For Hope

Hospice and Palliative Care opened
its new, 30-bed inpatient facility in
Scotch Plains. Called Peggy
Coloney’s House, this state-of-the-
art facility enables those who are
unable to be cared for at home to live
out the remainder of their lives with
dignity and compassion.

For sponsorship possibilities and
more information, call Larry Reagan
at (732) 244-1044.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Masons’ Child ID Program
Takes Place at Local Lodge

WESTFIELD – Atlas Pythagoras
Masonic Lodge of Westfield recently
held a free Children’s Identification
Program at 1011 Central Avenue in
Westfield. Lodge members and their
families sponsored the program.

Atlas Pythagoras has been provid-
ing this service to the community for
17 years. This year and the year be-
fore, the lodge adopted the guidelines
of the New Jersey Masonic Grand
Lodge CHIPs Program.

Chairman Nick Pagnetti said that
this was done through the assistance
of Larry Plasket, Past Grand Master
of Masons. The identification pro-
gram is now computerized, and vid-
eotaping of children is saved on discs
instead of on tapes as in the past.

During the May 31 event, a law
enforcement officer fingerprinted the
children. With the CHIPs system, tooth
impressions of the children were taken
on a wafer. The wafer also yielded and
stored DNA of each child, as well as a
scent, which can be tracked by a search
dog. The children were then video-
taped, with a focus on their facial
features, particularly left and right
profiles showing the ears. Addition-
ally, samples of each child’s voice
and speech patterns were recorded.
The video and voice images were
both burned onto a compact disc.

All fingerprint records, tooth prints
and compact discs were given to par-
ents free of charge. The lodge and the
police department retained none of

these documents. In the event of a
lost or missing child, parents can
give the disc to the police, who in
turn can broadcast it on television or
the Internet. This can be used to
activate an “Amber Alert” system.

In total, 68 participants were pro-
cessed. The Masons of the lodge
provided balloons, milk, juice and
cookies to the children and other
guests.

First Baptist to Hold
Olympic Family Night
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church, located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield, will host a family fun night
on Saturday, August 9, from 4 to 6
p.m. (rain or shine).

Open to the public, the event will
feature characters representing
“Beijing Welcomes You,” Olympic-
themed games in which families can
participate, a slideshow of Beijing and
a craft project.

For more details, call the church
office at (908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Scouts Achieve Bronze
Collecting Baby Items
WESTFIELD – Westfield Junior

Girl Scout Troop 345 recently re-
ceived the Bronze Award. The Bronze
is the highest award that can be earned
at the Junior Girl Scout level.

After completing all the prerequi-
sites, the girls started their Bronze
Award project by running a collec-
tion of baby items. The girls then
planned and ran a meeting for
Brownie Troop 473 from Jefferson
Elementary School in Westfield.

During the meeting, the younger
girls were taught to make no-sew
fleece blankets. Fourteen blankets
were completed and, along with the
many baby items that the Junior
scouts collected, donated to
Raphael’s Life House in Elizabeth.

Troop 345 members extended their
appreciation to the Jefferson School
community for its donations and to
Brownie Troop 473 for making the
blankets. The troop credited the ef-
forts of the school community and
the Brownies with helping to make
this project a success.

Troop 345 members are fifth grad-
ers at Jefferson School. They re-
ceived their Bronze Award at a town-
wide ceremony on June 3.

BEAUTIFUL BRONZE…Members of Girl Scout Troop 345 celebrate earning
their Bronze Award. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mary Harbaugh, Kristen
Toth, Mariah Russo, Samantha Francisco, Emma Williams, Amanda Durante,
Amanda Cheung and Rita Murphy.

SPBPA Event to Offer
Wine Tasting-Pairings
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA) will hold a net-
working event on Tuesday, July 29,
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the CEO
Suites Conference Center, located at
1812 Front Street in Scotch Plains.
Access is through the rear entrance.

An independent wine consultant
will present a wine tasting paired
with cheeses and chocolates. Par-
ticipants will learn the steps of wine
tasting and also will have an oppor-
tunity to place orders for wine and
wine accessories. Due to the limited
number of tastings in a bottle, the
SPBPA can only accommodate the
first 40 people who reply.

This event is limited to SPBPA
members, up to two attendees per
membership. Those interested are
asked to contact Jean Ann Honig of
the SPBPA at (908) 663-2183 or
RSVP-SPBPA@Comcast.net. Indi-
viduals are asked to include their com-
pany name, telephone number and
attendees’ names.

Hiking Club Invites
Public to Activities

AREA – The Union County Hiking
Club offers a variety of regular hiking
and bicycling activities, most of which
take place in central and northern New
Jersey. Guests are invited to try out the
club by participating in three outings
before joining. Membership dues are
$10 per year. For a complimentary
schedule, call (908) 527-4900.

‘LINKING’ WITH FRIENDS…Westfield first graders enjoy the “Forest Friends”
program with Prevention Links educator Marigrace Flynn. Prevention Links,
which helps youngsters learn to cope with challenging situations, is an agency of
the Westfield United Way.

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Murph
Construction Co., Inc.

Fine Quality Homes
CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

Leo C. White Jr.

www.murphconstruction.com

Office: 908.654.9098

Cell: 908.233.9588

Contractor, LLC

Ceramic Tile
and Marble

JOHN DeNICOLA JR.

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling

Ceramic Tile - Patio & Decks

Owner Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

908-232-7383

Home renovations and

handyman service.

Kitchens, baths,

basements, additions

and more.

Ed & the Boys

973-819-5720

For honest, reliable and
quality work call:

CELEBRATING OUR 22ND YEAR IN BUSINESS!

B&D
PLUMBING

and
HEATING

908-654-7505     LICENSE #7638

REPAIRS / SERVICE WORK / SMALL DRAIN CLEANING
WATER HEATER SPECIALISTS

NO JOB TOO SMALL / WE DO IT ALL

COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

ALTERATIONS

J & R
FURNITURE

Refinish - Restore - Repair

No Job Too Small

Free Estimates,
Pickup & Delivery

Call Joe:

732-371-5054

Life is a gift . . . live
healthier with Herbalife!

Increased energy
Weight Management

Strengthened immunity
Feel and be healthier with all

natural products

Heather LeBreton   908-644-7926

www.herbal-nutrition.net/hblebreton

Warley’s
Painting

INTERIOR - EXTERIOR

Affordable Prices
Free Estimates

973 - 460 - 1274

973 - 474 - 6016
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Properties Unlimited 
REALTORS® 

Office: 908-233-9292 ext. 5495 

200 NORTH AVENUE EAST  WESTFIELD, NJ 
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

 

FREE REAL ESTATE BROCHURES 
For BUYERS, SELLERS & INVESTORS 

 

www.RequestFreeBrochures.com 
 

Compliments of   
 

TEAM DIRECT:   1-877-285-2477   TOLL FREE 

 

TEAM MEMBERS and 

REALTOR-ASSOCIATES® 
 

GEORGE BIPS, SRES® 
TEAM LEADER 

 

DEBORAH CITARELLA 

FRANK D ANTICO 

VALERIA GUIMARAES 

MABEL T. LEVINE 

DAN SAMILA SMACKS 2 HOME RUNS, RACKS UP 5 RBI

Bellisima Pizza Men Hold Off
Investors Savings Men, 14-10

HAGEN KNOCKS IN 3 RUNS, WASSERMAN SCORES 3

WF White Tops Long Hill 12s
In Central Jersey League, 15-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mighty Dan Samila blasted a three-
run home run in the first inning and
a two-run homer in the second to get
Bellimisa Pizza well on its way to a
14-10 victory over Investors Sav-
ings in the Scotch Plains Men’s Soft-
ball League A Division battle be-
tween the top-two teams at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on July 16.

Bellisima, “The Bombers of
Brookside”, entered the game with a
17-0 record and the Investors were
sitting at 13-4.

Dan Samila also added a single and
his brother Pete went 4-for-5 with an
RBI triple and a two-run double, while
scoring four times. Scotty Savarese
contributed to Bellisima’s 22-hit to-
tal with three singles, while scoring
twice and adding an RBI. Mike

Parkhill (2-run triple) and Doug Fisher
each had a pair of hits and scored
twice. Matt Parcell had a pair of RBI
singles and scored once. Randy
Grinder doubled and tripled and Vin
Rappa had a pair of singles. Justin
Brose (RBI) and Nick Brown (run
scored) each singled.

The Investors slapped together 20
hits and Bryan Dayton contributed

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Every batter in the lineup contrib-
uted a hit, run scored or an RBI in the
Westfield White’s 15-5 victory over
Long Hill in a 12-year-old, 50-70 (50
feet from the pitcher’s mound and 70
feet between bases) game at Gumbert
Field in Westfield on July 18.

Both teams put the bat on the ball
with Long Hill getting nine hits and
Westfield totaling 11. Westfield’s
Connor Hagen rapped a two-run
single and an RBI single, while scor-

ing twice, and Jake Wasserman
walked twice, tripled and scored in
all three of his plate appearances.
Peter Zecca went 2-for-2 with two
RBI and scored once. Dillon Elliott
(2 RBI) singled, walked twice and
scored twice. Thomas Randazzo had
a pair of singles, an RBI and a run
scored. Chris Sweeney doubled and
scored twice, Marc Luino had a two-
run single and Matt Smoot (RBI)
singled and scored. Chris Arena and
Connor Cummings each scored once
and Patrick Decker had an RBI.

Jon Olin (RBI, run scored), Michael
Carlin (RBI) and Sal Popolillo had
doubles for Long Hill. David
Dassinger, Dan Reed and Brendan
Dougher each singled and scored a
run. JP Davis (RBI), Joey Daley and
Conor Murphy each singled and Ben
Raibley scored once.

Aggressive base running was quite
evident as both teams registered 11
stolen bases. Since its loss to Cranford

in the Cal Ripken District 12 finals,
Westfield has been burning the base
paths.

“That’s really what we try to do all
the time. With 50-70, it’s very diffi-
cult for a catcher to throw guys out.
Since that loss to Cranford, we played
our best baseball of the year and actu-
ally beat Cranford this week 14-13,”
said Westfield coach Matt Smoot.
“But it was though for Long Hill
because they just came back from
Cooperstown. It’s tough trying to play
nine games in five days.”

“The boys are very, very fast, very
astute with the game, very aggressive
on the bases. I pretty much let them
run themselves and they usually get
there,” said Long Hill coach Mic Davis.

Wasserman pitched the first two
innings and Sweeney, wearing his hat
like Joba Chamberlain of the Yan-
kees, wasted no time silencing Long
Hill with three straight shutout in-

CHEMIDLIN 3 RBI; LEY, REILLY DRILL 3 HITS EACH

St. Joe Boys Score Six in Fifth
To Shock St. Anthony, 9-8
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Constant positive chattering paid
off in a burst of three runs and six runs
in the fourth and fifth innings, respec-
tively, and a smooth game-ending
double play presented St. Joseph with
a 9-8 victory over St. Anthony in St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League action at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on July 17.

The loss sent St. Anthony on a four-
game skid that bounced them out of
sole possession of first place in the
Saints Division to an uncomfortable

tie with St. David. St. Joseph’s vic-
tory had them chipping away at the
middle of the pack in the Angels
Division.

Pete Chemidlin, who contributed
an RBI sacrifice fly in the fourth,
slapped a two-run single in the fifth
that gave the Joes their eighth and
ninth runs. Stan Lesniewski (RBI,
double) and John Deitch (triple) each
went 2-for-3 and scored a run. Ron
Labin hammered a ground-rule
double and scored twice.

St. Anthony barely out hit the Joes,
15-14. Jack Ley went 3-for-3, with a

double, two runs scored and an RBI.
Pat Reilly also went 3-for-3, with a
double, two RBI and a run scored.
Nick DiNizo doubled, singled, walked
and scored once. Brian Mahoney
singled twice and had an RBI.

Lou Messano crunched a leadoff
triple and scored on Ley’s RBI single
to give Anthony a 1-0 lead in the
bottom of the first. Anthony added
three more runs in the second when
DiNizo doubled, Reilly tapped an
RBI single, Russ Voorhees singled,
Nate Mangiris plopped an RBI single

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

See photos of Sports:
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West/Long Hill 12 Baseball
Poplar/Montrose Softball

St. Joseph/St. Anthony
Bellisima/Investors Savings

        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
      908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

     NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007

Beautifully situated near the top of the Mountainside hills, this well-maintained brick Co-
lonial captivates you with marvelous details and desirable updates Gleaming hardwood 
floors, natural wood moldings, sun-catching windows and an open floor plan craft a su-
perb interior. The living room and formal dining room flow gracefully with the updated 
kitchen which opens to the breakfast area, family room and sunroom. The master suite, 
added in 1990, pampers you with a bedroom, office, sitting area, “room-sized” custom-
ized walk-in closet and a granite accented luxurious bath. Three more bedrooms, two & a 
half more baths, a rec room and a spectacular property with deck, patio & fabulous win-
ter view create the ideal venue for you! Presented for $799,000. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY AGGRESSIVE ON THE BASE PATHS…Long Hill’s JP Davis steals second base as Westfield White shortstop Mark
Luino makes the catch and Connor Hagen backs him up. Both teams recorded 11 stolen bases.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INTENSITY AT THE PLATE…Investors Savings’ Steve Barba went 3-for-5 with an RBI and scored once against the
undefeated Bellisima Pizza team.

www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2007

 Direct Line 908-301-2015

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

Westfield . . . Warmth & ambiance fill this charming CH Col in the heart of Wychwood. 8 RMS, 3 BRS, 2 ½
BTH home on 80 x 149 property. Plantation front porch, LR foyer & DR w/refinished wide plank FLRs, beaut
detail molding. Custom new’r Dudick KIT w/granite, cherry cabs, bright FR with modified ceiling. 2 zn CAC,
2 new BTHS, refin. many new wndws, & extensive exterior upgrades.      $999,000.
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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

July 22, 1998: Just when you
thought it couldn’t get hotter on a 90
degree Wednesday, it did, as the
Westfield White 10-year-old team of
the Central Jersey All Stars tore apart
a struggling Berkeley Heights squad
at Gumbert Field, 17-0. Tom Ricciuti,
Alex Zierler, Tom Layton, Jason
Anderson, Brandon Cuba and Mike
Diez provided the offensive power.

July 24, 1999: The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 11-year-old Raiders went
3-0 in the first round of the John
Fiorino Memorial in Westfield. The
Raiders leveled Glen Ridge, 18-1,
then edged West Caldwell, 10-7, and
went on to defeat Berkeley Heights,
21-10. Clayton Balch pitched a five
hitter against Glen Ridge. Sean Young
had a home run, triple and three RBI.
Matt Scibek went 3-for-3 with a walk,
a double and two RBI.

July 22, 2000: The John Fiorino
Memorial Baseball Tournament, com-
memorating John Fiorino; a Westfield
firefighter who lost his life tragically
in 1998, kicked off at Gumbert Field
in Westfield with 12 teams, including
teams from Glen Ridge to New Provi-
dence, making the trip. Westfield had
two teams in the games, the Blue and

the White. Representing Westfield
Blue against Roselle Park, as cheers
of, “hit one for mom,” arose from the
crowd, Vince Fiorino strutted to the
plate and clobbered a 200-plus foot,
two-run homer. Mike Yee also ham-
mered a solo home run.

July 22, 2001: Clockwork Orange
crushed Temple Emanu-El in JCC
League action at Tamaques Park. Curt
Rubin went 4-for-6 with a home run
and four RBI. Pitcher Ed Bartosik
went 4-for-6 with three RBI.

July 24, 2002: Top-seeded Pep
Again energized in the third inning
then paced itself to outlast Jade Isle,
16-12, in Game 1 of the best-of-three
semifinal series in the A Division of
the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League at Brookside Park. “Peppy”
Curt Gilmore ripped two singles and
a triple, had two RBI and crossed
home three times. Jade Isle pitcher
Keith Gibbons held the formidable
Pep offense to just one single in the
first two innings.

July 18, 2003: St. Blaise doused
St. Louis, 11-1, in St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League action at
Brookside Park. Blaiser Mark
DiFrancesco had five RBI and a triple.
Tom Straniero crushed a two-run
homer and Tom Sherwin smoked a
solo homer.

Luxury Condominium Residences
For Those 55-plus

For more information contact Elegant Homes Realty 
Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker  Office: (908) 233-5900

Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor  Cell: (908) 413-0040

By Appointment Only

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com

Model Now 
Open!

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering
plan which will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where
prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and
specifications are subject to change without notice.

BROKERS
WELCOME

Leave your car in the garage,
Downtown is at your doorstep.

Luxury Condominium Residences 
in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

We Reach People... Not Driveways!
press@goleader.com • www.goleader.com

The Leader • The Times

New Subscriber • Renewal

One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76

College $20 (September - May)

       Name

   Address

         City State ZIP

   Phone #

  Payment Cash Check Charge

        CC #

 Exp. Date

 Signature

Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091

Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

FSPY’s Marino Swims
At Olympic Trials

By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

OMAHA, Neb. — When NBC’s
cameras weren’t rolling at the U.S.
Olympic Swimming Trials in Omaha,
Neb., 18-year old Scotty Marino of
Scotch Plains climbed up onto the
blocks at the Qwest Center for a race
to remember.

Marino competed in the first heat
of the 200-meter Individual Medley
at the Trials on July 3, placing 77th
out of 84 swimmers in the event with
a time of 2:08.53. World record-hold-
ers Ryan Lochte and Michael Phelps
placed first and second in the event,
respectively.

“I was somewhat disappointed with
my time in the IM considering I was
hoping to go much faster. The more I
thought about it, though, the more I
realized that just making it that far
was awesome,” Marino said. “I felt
strong in the water until the last 50
meters, the freestyle leg, where I be-
gan to tighten up and slow down.”

Marino was lucky enough to race
in Speedo’s new, controversial LZR
suit, which has helped shatter over 40
world records in only a matter of
months.

One-tenth of a second made all the
difference in the world for Marino,
whose winning time of 2:07.29 in the
200-meter Individual Medley at the
YMCA Nationals in Maryland last
summer dipped under the 2:07.39
standard and qualified for the Trials.
“When I finished [at YMCA Nation-
als] I just saw that I had won. Then I
saw the time and had a rush of excite-
ment. At first, I didn’t know if I had
made the cut or not, but my team-
mates were standing behind my block
and told me I had.”

Leading up to the Trials, Marino’s
training routine consisted of over 13
hours of swimming practice per week
on top of additional “dryland” ses-
sions out of the pool. Marino’s rigor-

ous summer practice schedule still
doesn’t quite top his school year’s,
which averages out to 15-16 hours
per week with some practices before
school hours.

Marino traveled with his Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA swimming
coach Chris Feinthel to Omaha a few
days before his race. “When we went
to the pool the first day, I don’t think
we said anything to each other for 10
minutes… we were so overwhelmed
by the atmosphere of the meet and the
facility,” he said.

For Marino, there was no shortage
of starstruck encounters with famous
swimmers. One afternoon, he was
swimming a few routine laps in the
pool when his coach told him that
Phelps and Lochte were following his
lead, swimming in the same lane only
a few meters behind. Another night, he
found himself seated next to and chat-
ting with Olympian Megan Jendrick
(100m breaststroke) in the arena stands.

“The Trials didn’t feel like a real
swim meet. I had never been to one
where the swimming facility was in
an arena like that, where there were
13,000 plus people each night... it felt
like we were going to a basketball
game or something,” Marino said.

Marino will join WHS graduate
and swimmer P.J. Harley at Penn State
next fall; the school is ranked among
the top 20 swimming programs in the
nation. “I’m excited and a little bit
nervous for college swimming,”
Marino confessed. “I know it will be
more intense, but I like the challenge
and look forward to joining the team.
I’m also looking forward to college in
general,” he said, as he is currently
enrolled in the Smeal College of Busi-
ness at Penn State.

“The Trials experience as a whole
was awesome! I’m so glad I had the
opportunity to be there,” Marino said.
“It makes me wish I didn’t have to
wait another four years, though!”

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:

ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of July 19:)

TEAM   W   L Pct
St. Patrick 11   5 .689
St. Luke   9   6 .600
St. Anne   8   7 .533
St. Joseph   8   8 .500
St. Jude   7   8 .467

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM   W   L Pct
St. Anthony   9   6 .600
St. David   9   6 .600
St. Aloysius   7   7 .500
St. Matthew   4 11 .267
St. Stephen   4 12 .250
St. Anne 18, St. David 5

Annies Kevin Marron homered and
doubled, Franklin deFaria (3 RBI,
HR) and Frank Chupko (double,
triple) went 3-for-3. George Gracia
hammered a homer for St David.
St. Stephen 7, St. Jude 6

Ben LoBrace recorded his first ca-
reer win for the Stevies in the absence
of Howie Bialos. The Judies had bases
loaded and no outs and failed to score.
Stevie Bob Camisa homered, while
“Babe” Schonberger HRed for the
Judies.
St. Joseph 8, St. Matthew 7

Walt Patrylo (3 hits, 3 RBI) and
Stan Lesniewski (2 RBI) sparked
Dean Talcott’s Joeys. Matthew’s Yogi
Baier went 3-for-3.
St. Luke 11, St. Aloysius 3

Luke broke a 3-3 tie with four runs
in the fourth thanks to Tony Blasi’s
homer. Nash Warfield whacked two
doubles. Als Tim Deegan and Kevin
Woodring had multi-hit games.
St. Patrick 26, St. Anthony 13

Pats Keith Gibbons had two
doubles, two triples, and Scott Curtis,
Marty Bernstein and Dan Margolis
each had four hits. Anthony’s Lou
Messano had four hits.
St. Aloysius 14, St. Matthew 7

Bill Aumenta (5 RBI) crashed three
homers and Bobby Guy blasted an-
other for the Als. Matt man Dave
Roth (HR) went 3-for-3.

St. Anne 19, St. Jude 6
In that American classic “Battle of

Chupko”, older brother Frank once
again slapped down younger brother
John. Craig Burfeindt (3 RBI), Lou
Balestiere (4 RBI) and Al Weber (RBI)
led the Annies. Damon Roth homered
for the Judies.
St. Joseph 9, St. Anthony 8

See exclusive story
St. Luke vs St. David

The Daveys exploded for 10 runs
in the first inning and with the score
14-5 the game was lightning bolted to
an end.
St. Aloysius 21, St. Patrick 11

Al’s Flash Aumenta (HR) and Art
Hobble had four RBI each. Pat man
Keith Gibbons had a double, triple
and three RBI.
St. Jude 14, St. Matthew 13

Harold Hopler hacked a run-scor-
ing double in the bottom of the eighth
inning for the game winner. Larry
Szenyi had three hits and three RBI,
and Karl Grossmann homered and
had three RBI for the Judies.
Matthew’s Captain Radice and Paul
Ragan had four hits apiece.
St. Anne 11, St. Stephen 3

Annie Lou Balestiere bashed four
hits. Stevies Joe Tillocca (HR) had
three hits and Paulie Leso homered.

WG Barracudas Top
Westfield, Nomahegan

The Willow Grove Barracudas,
coached by Christine Marino re-
cently defeated Westfield Memo-
rial and Nomahegan Swim Club.
The Barracudas set two club
records: In girls 8U butterfly, Erica
Frazier swam 25 meters in 20.20
and Amanda Banasiak, Lauren
Sjonell, Emma Jazko and Rachel
Braun swam the girls 9/10 100-
meter free relay in 1:10.25.

TOSSING SOME HEAT…Christopher Yang of the Mountainside Baseball
Summer 10s throws his heat in Mountainside’s game against Orange on July 15.
Mountainside defeated Orange 12-11.

David B. Corbin (July 7, 1998 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOOD GRIEF CHARLIE BROWN…Roger Love of Charlie Brown’s takes a
swat at the ball in a game against the Mattress Factory in the, now defunct,
Westfield Softball League.
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PORTFOLIO
LIQUIDATION

36 PROPERTIES
Throughout New Jersey!

BUY ONE BUY ALL!
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PORTFOLIO
LIQUIDATION

36 PROPERTIES
Throughout New Jersey!

BUY ONE BUY ALL!

30%
TO BE SOLD

ABSOLUTE
REGARDLESS OF PRICE!

HOMEOWNERS, INVESTORS, 
DEVELOPERS, BUILDERS:

Residential, Commercial and Development properties available in the following nine counties:

800-516-0014
www.sheldongood.com/njportfolio.php

AUCTIONS NE LLC Certified or Cashier's Checks Required to Buy ©2008 Sheldon Good & Co, Auctions NE LLC

CAMDEN
Land
#500 – Lindenwold: Blk 289, Lot 1

ESSEX
Land
#510 – Newark: 36 Holland Street

Single Room Occupancy
#600 – Newark:

779 Clinton Avenue (19 units)

HUDSON
Condominium
#110 – Jersey City:

2271 Kennedy Blvd. Unit 101
#120 – Jersey City:

2271 Kennedy Blvd. Unit 105
#130 – Jersey City:

2271 Kennedy Blvd. Unit 107
#140 – Jersey City:

2271 Kennedy Blvd. Unit 207
#150 – Jersey City:

2271 Kennedy Blvd. Unit 401

Multi Family
#300 – Jersey City: 41 Clarke Avenue

HUNTERDON
Land
#400 – Glen Gardner: 2069 Route 31

MERCER
Multi Family
#395 –  Ewing: 17 New Trent Street

MIDDLESEX
Land
#520 – South Brunswick: 338 New Road

OCEAN
Commercial/Residential
#410 – Lakehurst: 117 Union Avenue

Condominium
#160 – Beach Haven: 118 N. Bay Avenue #4

SOMERSET
Commercial/Residential
#420 – Manville: 279-281 S. Main Street

Land
#540 – Manville: 283-85 S. Main Street

Single Family
#530 – Manville: 412 Huff Avenue

UNION
Commercial/Residential
#430 – Plainfield: 177-185 North Avenue
Land
#345 – Elizabeth: 1034 William Street
#550 – Elizabeth: 258-260 Orchard Street
#560 – Plainfield: 84 Jefferson Avenue

Single Family
#170 – Plainfield: 211 Spooner Avenue
#180 – Roselle: 118 Monroe Avenue

Multi Family
#320 – Elizabeth: 1086 William Street
#330 – Elizabeth: 533 S. Park Street
#340 – Elizabeth: 535 S. Park Street
#390 – Linden: 1308 E. St. George Avenue
#350 – New Providence: 123-125 South Street
#360 – Plainfield: 211 Richmond Street
#370 – Plainfield: 514 East 3rd Street
#570 – Plainfield: 834-36 West 4th Street
#580 – Rahway: 226 Adams Street
#590 – Roselle: 219 Cristiani Street
#380 – Westfield: 347 First Street

Single Room Occupancy
#620 – Elizabeth:157-163 Westfield Avenue

(22 units)
#640 – Elizabeth: 525 Westminster Avenue

(18 units)

Broker Participation
Invited!

WESTFIELD:TWO-FAMILY HOMETO BE SOLDABSOLUTEREGARDLESS OF PRICE
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Bellisima Holds Off
Investors Savings

Building Yesteryear Today

Introducing, by Popular Demand

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Kitchens & Baths

GUARNERI, DeFRANCESCO, WATT REAP 2 RBI EACH

Poplar Place Men Befuddle
Montrose Ave. Machine, 12-8

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:
50+ DIVISION A (as of July 19):

TEAM W   L
Bare Necessities 18   1
Buffy’s Tavern 16   2
Awnings Galore 11   8
American Legion/LLG   7 13
D&K Associates   7 13
Iceman’s Karaoke   5 13

50+ DIVISION B:
TEAM W   L
SMC 17   3
Re/Max 10 10
KMD Tuning   9 11
Northwestern Mutual   8 12
Associated Auto Parts   5 15
The Office   4 16

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM W   L
Creative Industries 10   2
Kilkenny House 10   2
Commerce Bank   8   5
Associated Auto Silver   2 10
LA Law   2 13

LA Law 15, Commerce 14
LA Law scored three in the bottom

of the seventh to upset Commerce.
Banker Oscar Harrison had two home
runs.
Bare Necessities 19, Iceman’s
Karaoke 7

Bare Necessities pounded 25 hits
led by Joe Massimino and Keith Gib-
bons with four hits each, and Angelo
Corbo, Frank Pepe and Larry Berra
with three hits.
Northwestern 14, Associates Auto 7

The Insurers banged out 28 hits. Ed
McColgan and Tom Romanowicz had
four hits each, Pete Osborn and Jim
Price followed with three. Anthony
Abbaleo had a multiple hit game,
including a triple.
KMD Tuning 16, Re/Max 3

KMD’s Paul Taeschler and Dan
Sulich tripled and had three hits each.
Kerry Gelb and Matt Costello also
added three hits each.
SMC 19, The Office 13

The ever-porous Office defense
tightened up and turned three double

plays. Mike DeChiaro (2 HRs, 4 RBI),
Charlie Wischusen (HR, 3 RBI), Den-
nis Kosowicz (4 hits), and Dave
Drechsel, Glen Zuhl, Chip Weiss and
Lou Koehler (3 hits each) led the
Office
Kilkenny 19, LA Law 8

Gary Wiese, Joe Tarulli and Tom
Wieczerak homered for Kilkenny
Commerce 16, Associated Silver 5

Bob Lorincz (3 hits, HR) and Pete
Osborn (3 hits, triple) led Commerce.
Felix Vales was the winning pitcher.
Bare Necessities 16, Buffy’s Tavern
8

Bare Necessities hammered 24 hits
led by Ed Belford (4 hits, HR), Keith
Gibbons (4 hits), Steve Ferro and
Tony Radice (3 hits each) and Joe
Massimino (2 hits, HR).
Awnings Galore 13, American Le-
gion/LLG 0

Awnings amassed 25 hits behind
three hits each from Bob Grausam,
Neil Grandstrand, Ray Meigs, Joe
Christie and Dave Waxtel. Pitcher
Tom Pasko limited the Legion to five
hits.
Associated Auto 6, The Office 4

Joe Sarica’s single drove in the
winning runs in the top of the ninth.
Keith McDede (4 hits) and Jack
Helfrich (3 RBI) led AAP. Chip Weiss
doubled and had two RBI for The
Office.
D&K 12, Iceman’s 11

Mark Brickman drove in the win-
ning run with a single up the middle
in the eighth.
SMC 18, KMD Tuning 7

SMC led 8-3 in the first and added
six in the second inning. KMD’s Paul
Taeschler homered and doubled,
and Billy Early had a big game at the
plate.
D&K 14, American Legion 12
Buffy’s Tavern 13, Awnings 5

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Poplar Place, in the hunt to secure
the second seed in the Fanwood Old
Men’s Softball Association playoffs,
defeated top-seeded and defending
champion Montrose Avenue, 12-8, at
LaGrande Park in Fanwood on July
17. The Watson “Glory Boys” had
claimed the third spot.

Prior to the game, Poplar team cap-
tain Tom Smith commented, “This is
what it’s all about. We have a great
bunch of guys; they played hard all
season long and we’ll do what we
have to here today. If we beat these
guys, we secure second place head-
ing to the playoffs.”

Poplar Place veteran Lance
Wildstein became “master of the
mound” as he limited Montrose to 11
singles, one triple and two walks.
Poplar Place totaled 17 hits and was
led by Grant Watt, who went 2-for-3
with two RBI. Leadoff hitter Johnny
Meskers had two doubles, two RBI
and a stolen base. Mike Kelly (RBI)
punched two singles and T.J. Smith
went 2-for-2 with a run scored. Bill
Guarneri tripled and scored two runs,
Kevin Newell doubled and scored a
run and Ed DeFrancisco singled and
scored twice. J.J. DeNoie laced a
triple with an RBI and Kevin Ryan
singled and scored a run. Wildstein
and Dave Merckel each had two hits.

Poplar turned two double plays
(DP). Third baseman Merckel initi-

ated a third-to-second DP in the sec-
ond inning and shortstop Ryan turned
a 6-3 DP in the third inning. Meskers,
T.J. Smith, Tom Smith and Newell
also added individual fetes of defen-
sive heroism.

“This was a big win for us. Our
guys played scrappy defense, we had
solid pitching and we capitalized on
opportunities,” said Tom Smith.

Chris Ferrera (2-for-4), Jim Swisher
(2-for-3) and Mike Swisher (2-for-3)
each scored a run for Montrose. Ken
Kup, Jordan Scher and Jack Sullivan
each had a hit and an RBI. Bob
Swisher and Nick Beyer each scored
a run. Gary Pancoast, in three at bats,
had two hits, including a triple, and
Bill Swisher contributed a hit.

Montrose’s first baseman Jordan
made several fine plays, Bill Swisher
at third and Ferrera at short each
made two sparkling plays and Beyer
in center made a super overhead snag.

Montrose scored two runs in the
top of the first inning when Ferrera
and Bill Swisher each rapped singles
followed by Kup and Beyer, who
each zoned RBI sac fly balls. Poplar
jolted Montrose with five runs on six
hits in the bottom of the inning.
DeFrancesco rapped an RBI single,
Guarneri smacked a two-run triple,
Newell drilled an RBI double and
Kelly poked an RBI single.

Montrose plated three runs in the
second. Pancoast and Jim Swisher
singled. Mike Swisher tapped an RBI

single, Bob Swisher lofted an RBI a
sac fly and Ferrera ripped an RBI
single. Merckel, at third, quelled the
surge with a slick DP. Poplar an-
swered abruptly with four runs in the
bottom of the second. Wildstein and
T.J. Smith cracked singles, while Watt
thumped an RBI single.

“Put a leash on it, fellows,” hollered
Wildstein.

Meskers responded with an RBI
double. Ryan poked an RBI single
and DeFrancesco sacrificed to center
lifting the score to 9-5. Montrose’s
Jordan added an RBI in the third and
Sullivan slapped an RBI single in the
fourth.

In the fourth, Wildstein, with
Guarneri’s shout of, “Look at that old
man run,” laced a double and pinch
runner DeNoia scored on Watt’s
single. Montrose scored a run in the
sixth when Pancoast tripled to right
and headed home on Jim Swisher’s
sac fly to center.

“You look like a linebacker going
into third,” teased Jordan.

Poplar closed the show in the sixth.
Kelley walked and scored on
DeNoia’s triple and T.J. Smith’s
slashed an RBI single.

“The difference between last year
and this year is that our younger guys
are making great plays, we’re getting
key hits and our pitching is solid. Its
as simple as that,” said Smith.
Montrose 231 101 0 8
Poplar Place 540 102 x 12

four hits and two RBI. Corey Berger
doubled, singled twice and scored
twice, while Steve Barba ripped three
singles, scored once and had an RBI.
Neil Kaufman had a pair of RBI
doubles and scored twice and Joe
DiFabio doubled, singled and scored
twice. Jon Crowley had an RBI single
and a pair of RBI sacrifice flies. Tim
Walsh (run scored) and Ron
Germinder (RBI) each had two singles
and Jon Lehberger had a single, an
RBI and a run scored.

Investor pitcher Germinder initi-
ated a second-to-first double play and
second baseman DiFabio turned a 6-
4-3 double play. Shortstop Lehberger
made a super over-the-head catch in
shallow left and centerfielder Dayton
made a multitude of great catches at
the fence.

“That’s my area,” commented Day-
ton.

Bellisima third baseman Fisher
made a diving one-handed stab and
second baseman Grinder made a gal-
lant leap to deflect a line drive single.

“If only I was a little bit taller.
That’s the story of my life,” com-
mented Grinder.

Intent on making it an interesting
game, Investors scored four runs on
six hits in the top of the first. Bellisima
answered with Dan Samila’s three-
run bomb over the centerfield fence.

“We got to give them a good match,”
whispered Investor Kaufman.

But Bellissima unloaded with seven
runs on nine hits in the second inning
to grab a 10-4 lead. Savarese had an
RBI single, Parkhill rapped a two-run
triple and Pete Samila followed with
an RBI triple. Parcell poked an RBI
single and Dan Samila pounded a
two-run homer.

“Let’s come back with a ven-
geance,” bellowed Barba.

Walsh and Barba singled and scored
on Dayton’s and Germinder’s RBI
singles in the third but Bellisima
matched the two runs in the bottom of
the inning on Pete Samila’s two-run
double.

After Berger led off the fourth in-
ning with his third straight hit, Barba
said, “He’s a good find for us. He
came from baseball. He’s patient
enough to let the ball turn over.”

DeFabio followed with a single,
Kaufman yanked an RBI double then
Crowley and Lehberger lofted their
RBI sac flies to make the score 12-9.
Brose added an RBI sac fly in the
Bellisima half of the inning. Crowley
added his second RBI sac fly in the
sixth and Bellisima’s Parcell punched
an RBI single in the bottom of the
sixth. Innings seven through nine were
very silent.
Investors 402 301 000 10
Bellisima 372 101 00x 14

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/27  1-5PM $569,500
Enjoy the convenience of one floor living in the beautifully maintained Expanded Ranch on
a quiet street in Westfield. Entrance foyer leads to a sunken living room, formal dining room,
eat in kitchen, three bedrooms and a full bath. The second level has a fourth bedroom and
powder room; plus an attic room for storage, or can be finished as a fifth bedroom or family
room. This second level has potential for a mother/daughter, master bedroom suite, or guest
quarters. A corner lot with garage and driveway plus a fully fenced in yard with in ground
pool and large shed. Just minutes to the Garden State Parkway. DIRECTIONS: Central
Avenue to Roger #221. MLS # 2504140

WESTFIELD VICTORIAN $1,125,000

CRANFORD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/27  1-5PM $399,900MOUNTAINSIDE OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/27  1-5PM $774,000

Elegant Victorian built in 2006 boasting quality architectural design and amenities combined
with a light infused floor plan. Coffered ceilings, deluxe mill work, gourmet kitchen with
granite, custom wood cabinets, center island, Viking & Bosch appliances and sliders to paver
patio. 5 generous sized bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, 3rd floor balcony, mahogany front porch and
a fully fenced in yard. Set on a professionally landscaped lot just moments from schools, town
and transportation. MLS # 2472150

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Spacious updated 4 Bedrooms and 2.5 Baths Split Level home on a level lot. Enjoy your
professionally landscaped property from 2 decks or through the many large picture and bay windows.
Updated kitchen (2005), downdraft Jenn Air Range/Gas top and electric Convection Oven, Corian
Counters, Pella Windows, custom tile backsplash and cherry cabinets and door frames. Dining
Room features a large 14 pane Prairie Style Pella Window, crown molding and chair rail. Living
Room and Den both feature fireplaces and built-in bookcases. The Den is brightened by both a
skylight and a large Mullioned Picture Window. Located on a quiet dead end street. Moments
from the Watchung Reservation‘s Children‘s Park and Trailside Nature Center. DIRECTIONS:
Coles or Summit Lane to New Providence #420. MLS # 2518174

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,795,000
A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre property will
host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an enchanting setting combine
to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19 room Classic includes a Grande master
suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body
sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to
luxury. Formal living room with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all
be appointed with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include granite tops,
pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished basement will complete
this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2324649

Very Charming Indian Village Home, 4 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths, partially finished basement,
new roof & bath(2008), hardwood floors under carpet in Living Room, Wood burning fireplace
and Central Air. Gorgeous fenced-in back yard. 1 car detached garage. DIRECTIONS: Raritan
to Lexington to Colin Kelly #1. MLS # 2549483

SCOTCH PLAINS COLONIAL $760,000
Welcome to this immaculate 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath Colonial, situated on a wooded lot in
Berwyck Chase. This Jamestown model is full of extras featuring an updated eat-in-kitchen,
beautiful living room/dining room with cathedral ceilings and French doors, a huge master
bedroom with cathedral ceiling and a stunning master bath with marble, Corian and a whirlpool
tub. Finally, a full finished basement with Berber carpeting, an exercise room and plenty of
storage. MLS # 2534843

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GLIDING HOME WITH A RUN…Poplar Place pitcher Lance Wildstein awaits the throw at home while Montrose’s Jimmy
Swisher glides across the dish on an RBI single by Mike Swisher in the second inning.
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WF White Tops Long Hill 12s
In Central Jersey League, 15-5

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Ave. West • Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-0065

Owned and Operated By NRT LLC

Francesca Azzara
Sales Associate
908-233-8924

francesca-azzara@burgdorff.com
Agent Profile @

www.burgdorff.com/francesca-azzara

Rebecca Wampler
Sales Associate
908-233-8380
rebecca-wampler@burgdorff.com
Agent Profile @
www.burgdorff.com/rebecca-wampler

Now More Than Ever the Right Realtor will Make All the difference

Representing the Burgdorff Philosophy of
“Anticipating the needs of our clients

and exceeding their expectations... every time.”

EXTRAORDINARY AGENTS

nings before yielding a pair of runs in
the sixth.

“Both boys pitched well. Chris has
a tendency to start slow but the longer
he goes in the game, he gets stron-
ger,” coach Smoot pointed out.

Daley, Carlin and Davis shared the
pitching duties for Long Hill. In the
sixth inning, when Westfield plated
six runs on four hits and four walks,
Davis, who was pitching right-handed,
switched to pitching left-handed.

“He’s been throwing with both hands
since he was five years old. He’s never
forced it. He changed because he
couldn’t get anything going righty.
Lefty didn’t work either but that’s how
it is some days,” said coach Davis.

Long Hill jumped to a 3-0 lead in
the second inning but Westfield White
matched the score in the bottom of
the inning and more runs would have
scored if it were not for Long Hill’s
Kyle Fader making a fabulous catch

in right field. After third baseman
Decker made a nice play to prevent a
run, Westfield took advantage of a
pair of walks, a pair of singles, ag-
gressive base running and an error to
score four runs in the third.

Long Hill threatened in the fourth
but Cummings in leftfield made a lung-
ing catch one-inch off the ground to
kill a rally. Randazzo rapped an RBI
single in the fourth and Decker added
an RBI in the fifth. Long Hill plated its
final two runs in the top of the sixth.

“The kid (Cummings) in leftfield
made a great catch. That feeds on
itself. When a kid comes up with a
play like that, it gets everybody else
pumped up and the team follows him.
On the other hand, somebody makes
an error the team gets down and it
gets contagious. That sets the direc-
tion of the game,” said coach Davis.
Long Hill 030 002 5
Westfield 034 116 15

WF White Rips Basking Ridge
In Basking Ridge 9s Tourney
The Westfield White 9-year-old

baseball team defeated Basking Ridge
American, 9-0, in Game 3 of pool play
of the Basking Ridge Super Summer
Tournament on July 13. Westfield held
Basking Ridge (BR) to three hits.

Pitcher Matt Varano allowed just
two hits, struck out two and walked
none over the first three innings. Alex
Pansini fanned seven BR batters,
while allowing one hit and one walk
over three innings.

White scored three runs in the third
inning. Trevor McNamara walked,
Pansini reached on a fielder’s choice,
as did Sean Mikovits, which scored
McNamara. Jack Meiselman ripped
a two-run double to left.

White added four in the fourth.
Charlie Baldwin singled, stole second
and third, Matt Kaufman and Owen
Ripperger walked and Ian Humphrey
ripped a two-run single to right.
Ripperger scored on a wild pitch and
Humphrey scored on McNamara’s
infield single. White scored another
run in the fifth and one in the sixth on
Meiselman’s RBI single.

Owen Kessler made a great catch
in left. Hannah Liddy and Connor
Scanlon added solid defense.

“Matt and Alex were all around the
plate today and allowed just one walk.
That was the key. And the defense
was solid all around,” said Coach
Mike Varano.

STEALING SECOND...Westfield White 9’s Charlie Baldwin steals second after
rapping a single against Basking Ridge.

St. Joe Boys Score Six in Fifth
To Shock St. Anthony, 9-8

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

and Bob Cummo lifted an RBI sac
fly. Anthony took a 5-0 lead in the
third after Ley doubled and scored on
Mahoney’s single to right.

“Guys! All we need is one good
inning,” chanted Joe team captain
Dean Talcott.

“Back-to-back hits now! Let’s all
hit. Let’s get serious,” added Labin.

Bruce Logan led off the Joe fourth
with a single and Labin followed with
his ground-rule double. Walt Patrylo
hobbled an RBI ground out to second
and Chemidlin whacked an RBI sac
fly to left. Steve Pirella dumped an
RBI single to right to close the gap to
5-3.

After holding the Anthonys score-
less in the fourth, Chemidlin shouted,
“Keep the ‘Mo’ going! Keep the ‘Mo’
going! Put the hammer down!”

Joe boy Floyd Roberts led off the
fifth with a single and Pat Luongo (1-
for-2) walked. Lesniewski and Tom
Litterio ripped back-to-back RBI

singles and Tom Grycan hammered
an RBI double. After Labin walked,
Chemidlin laced a two-run single to
right to give the Joes a 9-5 lead.

In the sixth, St. Anthony came to
life at the plate and scored three runs
to make the score, 9-8. Ley and
Mahoney singled, OJ Simpson
grounded into a force play and Tony
Perconte slashed an RBI single. Chris
Meehan hit an RBI sac fly to left and
Reilly drilled an RBI double.

“I love games like these. One run!”
Said Joe pitcher Tom Rutkowski, who
had contributed a single.

The Joes failed to score in the sev-
enth and St. Anthony’s Dave Stetin
ripped a leadoff single to left. Mangiris
lined out to left and Cummo drilled a
steamer that was gobbled up by short-
stop Labin, who initiated the game-
ending double play with a second-to-
first sequence.
St. Joseph 000 360 0 9
St. Anthony 131 003 0 8

Courtesy of John Dugan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON THE SAME SIDE…Four Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) seniors and two
Westfield seniors joined forces for the Union County Snapple Bowl held on July
17. Pictured, left to right, are: SPF quarterback Mike Chervenyak, Westfield
defensive end John Dugan, SPF defensive end Jason Boff, SPF offensive lineman
Mike Alleman, Westfield offensive lineman Tom Wansaw and SPF linebacker
Tim Green, who enjoy a moment together at the pre-game banquet held at the
Pine Manor in Edison on July 16.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING GREAT CONTACT…St. Joseph’s Ron Labin hammers a ground-
rule double in the fourth inning against St. Anthony.

With 1:52 remaining in the game,
Ryan Meseroll of Monroe Township
High School scored his second touch-
down of the day as the Middlesex
County All Stars defeated the Union
County All Stars in the 15th annual
Snapple Bowl at East Brunswick High
School on July 17. Union’s only score
came in the third quarter when Gover-
nor Livingston quarterback Tyler
George hit wide receiver Darahn
Worilds of Roselle on a five-yard TD
pass. Middlesex now holds an 8-7 edge
in the series, which began in 1994.

Playing for the Union All Stars were
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
quarterback Mike Chervenyak, offen-
sive lineman Mike Alleman, defensive
end Jason Boff and linebacker Tim
Green. Westfield High School players
included defensive end John Dugan
and offensive lineman Tom Wansaw.

Since its inception in 1994, the
Snapple Bowl has raised over
$200,000 in support of both the
Lakeview School in Edison and
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside.

Devils, Raiders Unite in Snapple Bowl

WF White 10s Finish 3-1
In State Tourney Pool Play

WF 10s Stopped, 7-4,
In State Tournament
Trailing 7-0 after four innings, the

Westfield White 10-year-old base-
ball team battled back but fell short,
7-4, to Hazlet in the semifinals of the
NJ State Babe Ruth tournament.
Westfield plated four runs in the fifth
inning and had the tying run at the
plate.

Eric Varakian, Christopher
Boutsikaris, Christopher Rinaldi,
Tommy Summers and Hopper Murray
each had key hits to fuel the rally. Vin
Difilippo threw four strong innings
and Nick Mele contributed a shutout
inning in relief.

In the championship game, Hazlet
lost to Branchburg, who advanced to
the North East Regional tournament
in Troy, NY.

District 12, 10-year-old Champion
Westfield White completed Babe Ruth
State Tournament pool play with a 3-
1 record and advanced to the semifi-
nal game against Hazlet. Westfield
dropped its first game to Wayne, 16-
10, but they rebounded to defeat
Bayonne, 17-16, Branchburg, 4-3, and
Hazlet, 7-3.

Wayne capitalized on several walks
and a few defensive misplays to over-
come a 6-1 deficit. Christopher
Rinaldi (2 RBI) finished 4-for-4, Nick
Mele had two RBI, and Devin Ander-
son (RBI) and Eric Varakian (2 RBI)
both had two hits.

Westfield trailed 15-10 coming into
their last at bat against Bayonne.
Vincent Difilippo walked then Mele
and Chris Boutsikaris singled to load
the bases. Anderson had an RBI
ground out and Chris Varano ripped
an RBI single. Scott Tupper and
Varakian walked to force a run across
and Rinaldi blasted a ground-rule
double to tie. Bayonne scored a run in
the seventh, but Boutsikaris and
Anderson singled, Brett Robertshaw
rapped an RBI single and Tupper won
it with walk-off RBI single.

Boutsikaris had four hits and four
RBI, Rinaldi and Mele each had three
hits and Robertshaw and Difilippo
had two hits apiece.

Against Branchburg, Rinaldi, Mele
and Difilippo added strong pitching
and Anderson, Hopper Murray,
Tommy Summers and Ethan Smith
added strong defense. In the final
inning, Anderson stabbed a hard line
drive down the third baseline then
Smith grabbed a deep fly ball in left
and fired to the cut-off man to hold
the runners. The final batter popped
out to second. Varakian, Difilippo,
Rinaldi and Mele all had two or more
hits.

Against Hazlet, Rinaldi pitched
three innings, allowing just one run
on two hits. Mele pitched a scoreless
fourth. Westfield plated seven runs in
the fourth. Difilippo drilled a two-run
single and Boutsikaris blasted a three-
run triple. Smith, Tupper, Anderson
and Varakian each reached base safely
and scored. Pitchers Mele and Tupper
kept the Hazlet in check the rest of the
way and Smith made another great
catch off a long fly ball to right field
with two men on base in the last
inning to secure the win.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

CRANFORD $795,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $575,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $1,299,900 MOUNTAINSIDE $619,000

WESTFIELD $1,995,000 WESTFIELD $1,650,000

Fabulous center hall Colonial offers 9 rooms and fea-
tures 4 Bedrooms, updated Kitchen with maple cabi-
nets, granite counters, Viking stove with grill, Subzero
refrigerator, 6’ center island and desk.  Also included
is a huge Family Room off the Kitchen, newer powder
Room, brick patio and Living Room with wood-burn-
ing fireplace and Formal Dining Room.

Expansive Ranch with 7 large rooms includes 3 Bed-
rooms, 1.5 baths, Eat-In Kitchen, Family Room, Liv-
ing Room, basement Recreation Room with wet bar
all on large property.

Amazing 12 room custom center hall Colonial features
12 rooms and an open floor plan for gracious living.
Offers a stunning entrance foyer, banquet-size Dining
Room with terrace, floor to ceiling stone, wood-burn-
ing fireplace in Family Room and Library, gourmet
Kitchen with separate eat-in area.

Stately center hall Colonial on nearly ¾ ths of an acre
of magnificent grounds in the heart of Indian Forest.
Offers wonderful living and entertaining space, 4 fire-
places, Living Room, Dining Room, Master Bedroom
and Library.  Classic architectural detail.  Features a
large Family Room addition with vaulted ceiling and
custom cabinets.

Simply stunning, better than new 2001 Colonial fea-
tures 13 rooms and includes 5 Bedrooms and 5.5 baths.
Simply stunning with many recent improvements in-
cluding home theater on 3rd floor and wine cellar in
beautifully finished basement.  Light and bright with
great floor plan and quiet, cul-de-sac location.  Close
to town center.

CRANFORD $459,000
This well-maintained Split Level sold for 100%
of its list price in only 13 days.  Contact any of
our extraordinary agents and let them design a
personalized marketing plan for your home.

Beautifully situated at the end of a Wychwood cul-de-
sac, this lovely “English style” gardens surround this
Ranch.  Includes 3 nice-size Bedrooms, newer Eat-In
Kitchen that is adjacent to Family Room with built-
ins and French doors to enclosed porch.

WESTFIELD $1,695,000
Another Primavera design is coming soon.  This home
will have over 4500 square feet of decadent indulgence.
Trademark upgrades are standard.  Hand crafted de-
tail throughout.  This home will have a full, finished
basement Recreation and Media Room.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EYE ON THE BALL…Westfield White’s Matt Storcks keeps his eye on the ball
in the game against Long Hill. Storcks walked twice and scored a run in the 15-
5 victory.
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Situated among stately homes, on a picturesque cul-de-sac, this Center Hall Expanded 
Ranch boasts an impressive property with large deck, in-ground pool, brick patio, tower-
ing trees & exquisite landscaping. The interior features hardwood floors, classic moldings 
& a marvelous use of glass & skylights. The family room & leisure room with wet bar 
opens to the backyard & well-equipped updated eat-in kitchen. The master suite has an 
updated bath, walk-in closet & office area. There is a junior suite, two more bedrooms, a 
third full bath, walk-in storage and  a rec room with wet bar. Presented for $993,000. Dir: 

Raritan to Black Birch to Marion  

            Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

            908-233-6417, Direct Dial
                NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

13 Marion Lane, Scotch Plains 
Public Open House Sunday, July 27 1:00– 4:00PM 

Westfield Office  ·  600 North Avenue, West  ·  908-233-0065

    Francesca  Azzara 
    908-233-8924, Direct Dial 

      www.francescasellshomes.com  

       There  is an art to buying or selling your home….I can help! 

New Custom Colonial in Westfield 
This elegant, 4200 sq. ft home is currently under construction on a quiet, Wychwood cul 
de sac.  Offering 6 bedrooms and 4.1 baths, there is a first floor guest suite.   The master 
suite has walk in closets and luxurious spa bath.  This gracious home is nicely appointed 
with the finest custom moldings, nine foot ceilings and hardwood floors.  The gourmet 
kitchen boasts top of the line appliances, granite counters and a center island.  Adjacent 
is a spectacular family room with fireplace and formal dining and living rooms.  There is 
still time to choose finishes and colors.  Call for amenities and floor plans. 
Offered at $1,499,000. 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
Redefining Real Estate 
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

770 KIMBALL AVENUE, WESTFIELD

New Colonial offering 4400 square feet of living space borders the prestigious 
Wychwood section of Westfield.  This fine home boasts endless upgrades 
including a cherry Kitchen with center island, hardwood floors accented by 
walnut inlay, first floor Office, 5 Bedrooms, a Juliet balcony, Second floor 

laundry and 3-car garage.  Newly Repositioned 1,499,000 

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.  

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4 PM 

Fanwood:
Hermes G. and Sandra M. Pineda

to Lance Hwang and Lai Yeung, 17
Credt Lane, $505,000.

Estate of John Dudash to Louise J.
Walker, 40 Shady Lane, $330,000.

Laurence A. Wietsma to Brendan
and Danielle M. Hoey, 83 Cray Ter-
race, $470,000.

Joseph J. and Laura J. DeGennaro
to Suzanne Nassirpour, 137
Willoughby Road, $340,000.

Rajeshwar R. and Annamma Dogra
to Anthony E. and Maureen D.
Kwiatkowski, 18 Arlene Court,
$532,000.

Hasmukh S. and Mahendra C. Patel
to Minush Enterprise, LLC, 190 South
Avenue, $555,000.

Messercola Brothers Realty Co., II
LLC to Partners Profit Fanwood
Group, LLC, 286 South Avenue,
$6,500,000.

Estate of John J. Hayden, Jr. to
Oscar Lasluisa and Claudia Diaz and
Guadalupe E. Mendez, 136 North
Martine Avenue, $270,000.

Recent Home Sales

Scotch Plains:
Estate of Lena Gershenfeld to Ryan

Lynch, 2080 Mountain Avenue,
$363,500.

Romano and Juanita DiNitzo to
Andres Rojas and Jodi Rojas and
Marie Bruno, 351 Montague Avenue,
$715,000.

Adam and Stacy Burrick to Jason
and Jennifer Krauss, 1465 Golf Street,
$685,000.

Alyssa DeAngelo to Georgette
Ofili, 578 Westfield Road, $319,500.

William Kreudl and Debra
McGowan-Kreudl to Joseph J. and
Joswan Li, 12 Nicole Court,
$646,000.

Robert F. McIntyre to Daniel M.
and Maryanne M. Hickey, 14 Riga
Court, $380,000.

William R. Petterway to James and
Christina Tierney, 338 Warren Street,
$635,000.

Peter D. and Tracy Gasiewicz to
Dennis H. Leung and Laichu Lin,
611 Donato Circle, $432,000.

David Smelson and Jennifer Harter
to Eric I. and Sharon L. Mann, 19
Heritage Lane, $790,000.

Brian Mottolo to Melissa
Pankiewitz, 1533 East 2nd Street,
Unit D13, $250,000.

Theodore D. and Sharon M. Conley
to Brian and Kerri A. Webster, 2004
Valley Avenue, $440,000.

Charles and Jacqueline Grimes to
Kirk G. Vega, 184 Mountainview
Avenue, $300,000.

Paul and Patricia Reynolds to Bruno
M. Fonseca and Daniela S. Rodrigues,
416 Victor Street, $415,000.

Ralph Froehlich, Sheriff of Union
County to Sweet Ventures Inc., 241
Hawthorne Street, $240,100.

David W. and Amy A. Werkheiser
to Daniel and Samantha Levine, 9
Oxford Road, $675,000.

Estate of Helen Reidy to Michael
Murphy, 2143 Gamble Road,
$405,000.

Linda Cangemi to John F. and
Rhania McCabe, 233 Gales Court,
$450,000.

Melinda Scarlett-Persaud to Thomas
G. Moore, 1570 King Street, $270,000.

Robert LoAlbo to Evan E. and Sarah
M. Odim, 2051 Grand Street, $475,000.

Soveriegn Bank FSB to Jeffrey C.
Davidson and Carol S. Greco, 512
Farley Avenue, $237,500.

James Sweeney and Karen
Sweeney to Barbara Liberman, 2281
Hill Road, $412,000.

Shashin and Avani Shah to Cheryl
Jobson, 610 Donato Circle, $412,500.

Esther Gonzalez and Hilda
Gonzalez to Frank Singh, 219 Haven
Avenue, $350,000.

Joseph M. and Jeannine M. Arena
to Angelo Cannizzo, 2110 Newark
Avenue, $380,000.

Oscar K. and Sally A. DeVries to
Michael A. and Alison G.
Yablonowitz, 1251 Lenape Way,
$780,000.

William E. and Jerri L. Connor to
Ippolito and Serina P. Modica, 773
Muir Terrace, $773,000.

Lynn M. Wergland-Nichols to
Alexander L. and Tara Mattielli, 2347
Gales Court, $462,000.

Nancy Makely to Robert LoAlbo,
1272 Woodside Road, $359,900.

Edward C. and Kerri Walsh to
Michael Wnoroski and Courtney
Kotter, 432 Warren Street, $417,500.

Rosetta M. Rembert to Michael V.
Galbraith, 648 Jerusalem Road,
$298,500.

Eric R. and Kimberly M. Adams to
Ricky D. and Beth Cintron, 2056
Nicholl Avenue, $427,500.

Joseph and Theresa A. Bartolotta
to Michael and Diana Trombetta, 2236
New York Avenue, $645,000.

Roger T. Knapp to William and
Alycia Galway, 65 Canterbury Drive,
$440,000.

Heather Glen at Scotch Plains Ur-
ban Renewal, LLC to Ram R. Gavva
and Vijaya D. Muzumdar, 227
Throwbridge Drive, $550,000.The Westfield White 10U travel

baseball team headed into the play-
offs by capping its season with a
series of dominant wins to finish its
inter-league record, 10-4.

Among the team victories was a
15-3 win over Verona featuring strong
pitching. Pitcher Holden Sabato
pitched two scoreless innings and
struck out five before turning the ball
over to Michael Jeffery, who struck
out three. Ryan Bowman registered
Westfield’s first run with an RBI
single. Ethan Prevoznak added sev-
eral RBI. Mitchell Bryk provided of-
fensive support.

White edged Bridgewater Team 1
in an 18-16 classic. White scored 11
runs in the first inning. Tommy Sabato
doubled to the outfield and Steven
Barmakian followed with a scorch-
ing three-run home run. Mike Rossi’s
double and Matt Busardo’s single
tacked on four more runs.

Bridgewater rallied in the third.
However, White came out swinging
in the fourth. Liam Heinbokel crushed
a single to drive in his third run.
White played strong defense to keep
Bridgewater in line, including a solid

pitching performance turned in by
Peter Walter.

White faced Bridgewater Team 2
and garnered a 23-10 triumph. Bobby
Abbott, who went 4-for-4, smacked a
home run to start the barrage, which
included a huge drive to right field by
Jeffery. Jordan Hindes struck out three
to keep Bridgewater scoreless in the
fourth. First baseman JD Marner
fielded two groundouts.

Ben Cook clocked a ball to leftfield,
while Thomas Sabato, who reached
base safely on all four at-bats, scored
on Holden Sabato’s triple putting the
game out of reach.

SIGNALING THE UMP…JD Marner of the Westfield White 10U baseball team
signals to the umpire for a timeout after safely stealing second base by sliding
under a tag.

DISTRICT U8 CHAMPS…The Westfield White U8 baseball team won the
District Tournament in Warren after defeating Scotch Plains in the finals.
Pictured, left to right, are: front row, Kevin Fuller, Steve Barden, Thomas
Delvecchio, Jake Lerie, Mark Walter and Ryan Toal; middle row, Ben Cappiello,
Drew Ortiz, Michael Knapp, Rory McGovern, Jake Vall-Llobera, Casey Scheper
and Daniel Russo; back row, Dave Cappiello, Humberto Vall-Llobera and TJ
Delvecchio. Not pictured: Eric Bebel.

Annual Fishing Derby
Set for September 13
The 31st Annual People With Dis-

abilities Free Fishing Derby will be
held at Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside on September 13 from
10 a.m. until 2 p.m. (Rain date is
September 14). Fishing tackle and
bait will be provided. A clown/magic
show, lunch and prizes will be avail-
able for all registered participants.

Pre-Register by calling Chris Mo-
naco at the Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation at (908)
527-4096. Volunteers are welcome
and needed. For more information,
please call Fred Bercaw, president,
(908) 753-4726. The event is spon-
sored by The Newark Bait and Fly
Casting Club, Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation, New
Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife
and The Tedesco Bunch of Rumson.

CR Resident Kelly Trains
For Ultra Marathon Run

Dan Kelly, dean of Guidance at St.
Anthony High School in Jersey City
and Cranford resident, has been prepar-
ing for an upcoming ultra marathon run
from Atlantic City to Jersey City in
November. He hopes to raise money
for his students and the school.

Over the course of three days,
Kelly will run three legs, totaling
five marathons of 26 miles each. He
will accept pledges beginning at 25
cents a mile. Credit card donations
can be made over the phone at (201)
653-5143, extension no. 24, or via
the online donation page at
www.stanthonyhighschool.org.

“I do most of my running in Union
County. I try to mix it up for a change
of setting and hop to all the county
parks. One of my favorite runs is up
Summit Road in Mountainside and
then running the trails in Watchung
Reservation,” he said.

Presently, Kelly is running up to
100 miles per week, sometimes two
sessions per day. The first session
will start at 4:30 a.m. with a three- to
five-mile run and the after-work run
is between 10 and 15 miles. On Sun-
days, Kelly endures his long run,
which consists of 20-24 miles. On
shorter runs, he sometimes runs with
hand and ankle weights, all five
pounds each.

One of Kelly’s hardest workouts is
done at the Cranford High School
track with the weights. “I’ll do 200
sprints up the concrete stairs, usually
while my son plays in the sprinkler on
the football field. When the weather
isn’t too hot, I’ll also run in a weighted
vest,” Kelly said.

Westfield White 10s Rally
To Winning Season Record
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ALCOHOL BEVERAGE CONTROL

Take Notice that application been made
to the Town of Westfield, Alcohol Bever-
age Control of 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090 to transfer to
Ahi Tuna Corp trading as “Fujiyama Mama”
for premises located at 341 South Ave
East, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 the
Plenary Retail Consumption License No.
2020-33-004-013 heretofore issued to
Fujiyama Mama Restaurant Corp for pre-
mises located at 341 South Ave East
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

The person who will hold an interest in
this permit is Xiang Li Zheng 110 Bryant
Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

Objections, if any should be made im-
mediately in writing to Claire Gray Munici-
pal Clerk, of the Town of Westfield, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersy
07090.

Ahi Tuna Corp.
341 South Ave East

Westfield, New Jersey 07090
2 T - 7/17/08 &
7/24/08, The Leader Fee: $46.92

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

An Amendment to Ordinance No. 08-
10-R, AN ORDINANCE ADDING A NEW
CHAPTER TO THE FANWOOD BOR-
OUGH CODE FOR DETERMINING PO-
SITIONS ELIGIBLE FOR THE DEFINED
CONTRIBUTION RETIREMENT PRO-
GRAM was introduced and passed on first
reading by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of Fanwood at a meeting held on
July 16, 2008. Copies of this amendment
to Ordinance No. 08-10-R can be obtained
without cost at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
Municipal Clerk’s Office, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, between
the hours of 8 A.M. and 4 P.M., Monday
through Friday.

An amendment clarifying the qualifica-
tions for employees to be enrolled in the
Defined Contribution Retirement Program.

A public hearing on this amendment will
be held on August 5, 2008 at 7:30 P.M.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 7/24/08, The Times Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

NOTICE OF MEETING
CANCELLATION

Be advised that the regularly scheduled
meeting of July 28, 2008 for the Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission is can-
celled. The next meeting will be held on
Monday, August 25, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. at
the Municipal Building, Council Chambers,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey.
1 T- 7/24/08, The Leader Fee: $13.77

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Well organized, detailed oriented.
Communication and computer
skills a must. Full-time, will train.
Fax resume to (908) 245-2051

or call (908) 245-3400

OFFICES FOR RENT

WESTFIELD. Two offices for rent
in Westfield professional bldg., 2
blocks from town center. Parking
on site & avail. on street. $650 per
month. Rental #2 has adjoining
conference area plus 1st floor
reception area & use of basement
for storage. $800 per month.

Burgdorff ERA
Realtors - Westfield

(908) 233-0065

HOUSE FOR SALE BY OWNER

Serene and private one acre lot
(.97) backing up to the Tamaques
Pond/Park, 5 BR, 2.5 Baths,
Circular Drive, $1,090,000. Willow
Grove Road Cell: (908) 205-3471

AUTO FOR SALE

1997 Chevy Pick-up Silverado
4x4, crew cab, 5.7, 105K miles,
$6,400.00. Also, 4 Crome Rims
with P275-45R20 tires.
Must see! $800.00 or best offer.

Call Joe (973) 223-4090

AUTO FOR SALE

2004 Camry SL. Low mileage.
$11,500 neg.

Tel: (908) 889-8800 ext. 212
or jculang@jccnj.org

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

If you don’t have time to clean,
I will do it for you!

Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.

Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

SPRING LAKE FSBO:

Modern Victorian, 3BR, 2 1/2 bath.
Wrap-around porch & deck,
master suite w/designer
bathroom, new ss appliances.
Walk to beach, waterviews of
pond. Prequalified buyers only.
418 Central Ave, Spring Lake.
$1,299,900. (732) 359-6302.

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Elm St. Professional Building
400 Sq. Ft., Parking Available

Available Now
$800 per month
(201) 891-1130

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Elm St. Professional Building
1085 Sq. Ft. 2nd Fl, Parking,

Available August 1, 2008
$2,695.00 per month

(201) 891-1130

PIANO LESSONS IN STUDIO

For Children and Adults. Beginner
thru Advanced. Experienced,
highly qualified, very patient
teacher. Recitals, auditions.

(908) 419-4385

LEGAL SECRETARY

P/T legal secretary for Scotch
Plains law firm. Good typing &
shorthand skills req’d. Must be
prof. in MWord 97 & Windows 98.
Call (908) 789-8350 ask for Karen
or Fax resume to (908) 789-9925.

MED. ASST. / VENIPUNCTURE

Immediate full-time opening in
small doctors office in Westfield.
Experience at front desk as well.
Contact Patty at (908) 232-1345
or fax resume to (908) 232-1697.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Furnished and Unfurnished
apartments available in

Westfield. Leases can be as
short as 30 days long.

Please call Oakwood Corporate
Housing at (800) 872-1090
between 9:00am-5:00pm

Monday-Friday.
Please ask for Dana.

HANDYMAN AVAILABLE

Handyman available for all
types of jobs. Big and small.

(908) 294-2128
Ask for Peter

COMPANION FOR ELDERLY

Have experience
References

Drive own car
(732) 648-5428

FABULOUS

Window Treatments
Interior Designing

by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

PAGES 14-16
Education News

INVESTING IN LITERACY…Ada Moran, first vice president of business and
community development for Investors Savings Bank, presents outgoing Cranford
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Lawrence Feinsod and incoming Superintendent
Dr. Gayle Carrick with a check for $2,500 from Investors’ Charitable Founda-
tion. The grant, prepared by Stephen F. Izzo, the district’s manager of grants, will
support the Cranford School District Academy, an intensive after-school reading
program designed to help students overcome severe reading issues. The founda-
tion has dispensed more than $1.6 million to support initiatives ranging from
community to civic improvements.

Panelists to Address
Issue of HIV-AIDS

AREA – The Presbyterian Church
at New Providence will host a panel
discussion entitled “A Conversation
about AIDS” today, Thursday, July
24, from 2 to 4 p.m. It is open to the
public.

Panelists will include HIV and
AIDs experts, who will seek to edu-
cate the public, bring together con-
stituents who work with the issue of
HIV and AIDs and empower the com-
munity to make a difference both
locally and internationally.

This event will be held in conjunc-
tion with the World Vision Experi-
ence: AIDS tent exhibit being hosted
by the church. Free and open to the
public, this exhibit will take place
from July 24 to 27. The church is
located at 1307 Springfield Avenue
in New Providence.

NWS Peace Program Asks
For Host Families

AREA – Northwest Services
(NWS) Peace Program is looking for
15 caring families to host high school
students (15-18 years old) from vari-
ous countries for the 2008-2009
school year.

NWS Peace Program asks local
families to consider showing one of
these foreign teens what America is
all about. Students from Brazil, Ger-
many, Thailand, Vietnam and several
other countries are anxious to learn
what family will help them launch
their dream of spending a year in
America.

There is no such thing as a typical
host family. Whether the host is a
single parent, retired, has small chil-
dren, teens or no children at all, any-

one can have a great experience host-
ing an exchange student.

All the students are pre-screened:
they speak English, have medical in-
surance and have their own spending
money. All these students need is a
loving family to share their experi-
ences with in this country.

Those who are interested should
call NWS Peace Program toll free at
(866) 634-3977 or visit nw-
services.com. Experience is not nec-
essary, as orientation and support will
be provided. People who are inter-
ested, but cannot be a host to the
exchange students, can contact the
NWS Peace Program about opportu-
nities to become a local coordinator
and earn extra money.

Newark Library Programs
Brings Puppets, Yo-Yos

AREA – Additional children’s pro-
grams have been added to the July
schedule at the Newark Public Li-
brary, 5 Washington Street. “Programs
@ the Branches,” an initiative funded
by the Newark Public Schools will be
performed at libraries throughout
Newark during the month of July.

On Saturday, July 26 at 11:30 a.m.,

The Yo-Yo Guy, Eric Giraldi, will per-
form at Weequahic Branch Library,
355 Osborne Terrace. This unique
show, set to music, features Mr. Giraldi
as  he brings objects to life. He will
juggle and perform various tricks with
yo-yos. Mr. Giraldi will also teach
participants how to use a yo-yo at the
end of the show. Call (973) 733-7752
for more information.

Mr. Giraldi will also perform as
The Yo-Yo Guy at Branch Brook Li-
brary, 235 Clifton Avenue, on
Wednesday, July 30 at 2 p.m. Call
(973) 733-6388 for more informa-
tion.

Fun on a String Puppets and Mari-
onettes will be shown at Clinton
Branch Library, 739 Bergen Street on
Saturday, July 26 at 11 a.m. Miss
Penny’s use of puppets is guaranteed
to make participants laugh. There will
be surprises and fun as the audience
meets some of her puppet friends,
including Twinkles and Octavius the
Octopus. For more information, call
(973) 733-7754.

For more information about New-
ark Public Library’s new initiatives,
visit npl.org for adult programs and
n p l . o r g / P a g e s / K i d s P l a c e /
calendar.html for children’s programs,
or visit the library’s blog at nj.com/
Newark/dennispapp.

Area/County News

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Loving nanny needed to watch
my 3 mo. old son full time in Scotch
Plains home. Non-smoker,
references required. Please call

(908) 447-8658

CHILD CARE

Teacher looking for someone
to come to my Scotch Plains home
to care for my 2 children on Tues.
through Fri. from 7am-4pm
starting in Sept. Must drive.

(908) 264-8400

Christopher Keenoy
Earns Juris Doctorate
WESTFIELD – Christopher

Keenoy of Westfield recently gradu-
ated with his Juris Doctorate from
New York Law School.

Mr. Keenoy is a graduate of
Westfield High School and The Col-
lege of William and Mary, and will
begin work as an associate in the law
firm of Morrison and Mahoney in
New York City in September.

Mr. Keenoy, a Dean’s List honoree,
was vice president of the Media and
Sports Law Association, as well as
serving on the Law Review. He is the
son of Donna and Patrick Keenoy of
Westfield.

WF Student Achieves
Commended Honors
MERCERSBURG, PA.– Zach

Bailey of Westfield has achieved
Commended Honors at Mercersburg
Academy for the 2008 spring term.

Distinguished Honors students
have a grade point average of 90 or
higher and Commended Honors stu-
dents have a grade point average of
85 or higher.

Mercersburg Academy is a co-edu-
cational, independent college prepa-
ratory boarding and day school in
south-central Pennsylvania, with stu-
dents in grades nine through twelve
and a postgraduate year. It has pre-
pared students for college and life
beyond since 1893.

WF BOE Approves
WHS Renovations

The Westfield Board of Education
on July 15 approved and awarded a
bid for ceiling replacement and reno-
vations at Westfield High School
(WHS) to Tekton Development Cor-
poration of New Brunswick, who pro-
vided the lowest of six bids received
by the district.

The project, which will begin this
month, is one of the last to be funded
through the 2000 public bond refer-
endum. The work will involve re-
placement of ceiling tiles and lights
in the first and second floor corridors
of the 1950 and 1960 sections of the
school. More emergency lighting will
also be installed.

Tekton also will be responsible for
renovations in the lobby of the WHS
auditorium.

Expected completion date of the
projects is early 2009.

TV Channel 36 Airs
WHS Graduation

Westfield High School Blue Devils
Television is broadcasting the com-
mencement exercises of the class of
2008 on Cable Channel 36. The gradu-
ation ceremony is being aired on Tues-
days and Thursdays at 9 a.m. and 8
p.m.; Saturdays at 11 a.m. and 8 p.m.,
and Sundays at 11 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
through August 28.

WF Student’s Short
Story Earns 1st Place
Earlier this year, Cynthia Lam,

daughter of Alicia and Raymond Lam
of Westfield, had won first place in
the local Woman’s Club of Westfield
Youth Poetry Short Story contest. She
then went on to win first place recog-
nition by the New Jersey State Fed-
eration of Women’s Clubs
(NJSFWC).

Now, Cynthia been selected as a
first place national winner by the
General Federation of Women’s Clubs
(GFWC).

This first place award recognizes
Cynthia’s short story entitled “One
Last Smile.” It is a story about an
elderly, friendless nursing home pa-
tient who is taught love, happiness
and kindness through the example of
a caring nurse.

Cynthia will enter tenth grade at
Westfield High School in September.

Serzan Gains Business
Honors at Loyola

BALTIMORE, Md. – Brian Serzan
of Westfield has been elected for
membership in the Beta Gamma
Sigma national honor society at
Loyola College.

To be eligible for membership, a
student’s academic ranking must
place him or her in the upper seven
percent of his or her class.

Brian is a member of the Class of
2009.

Broker / Sales Associate
DIRECT LINE: 301-2005
E mail: revaberger@aol.com

REVA BERGER

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE   209 CENTRAL AVENUE   908-233-5555

21 Rambling Drive, Scotch Plains
Spacious and lovely this charming colonial home offers comfortable living with a contemporary
open feeling.  The living room with cathedral ceiling is adjacent to the gracious formal
dining room.  The large kitchen boasts a center island, loads of counter space, a built in
microwave, separate dining area and is open to the family room.  Offering a wood burning
fireplace, the family room has French doors to the deck and beautifully wooded yard beyond,
and is sure to become a favorite gathering place.  The second floor of this wonderful home
offers four good sized bedrooms and large hall bath.  The master suite has an entrance area,
high ceilings, walk-in closet and luxurious master bath offering lovely views of the treed
green yard.  Bright and sunny, here is a home for gatherings of friends and family and a
haven for those quiet moments of ease and relaxation . . . a home for the good life.
DIRECTIONS: Martine Avenue to Rambling Drive. Offered at $734,900. WSF0519

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, July 27th •1-4pm

John C. Wiley
Sales Associate

Direct Line: 908-301-2025
Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue
908 233 5555

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

OPEN HOUSE: This Sunday, 7/27 1-4pm
821 Ramapo Way

Westfield . . . Grand proportions combined with old world
elegance are the hallmarks of this Henry West built estate that is
set in the heart of Indian Forest. Breathtaking great room with 16'
barrel vaulted ceiling. 3 fireplaces, billiards room, library, au-pair
and master suites, porches and a slate patio are just the beginning.
Seller eager to negotiate. DIR:  Lawrence Avenue to Watchung
Fork to Ramapo Way #821. $2,379,000.

Mountainside . . . Estate Sale: Spacious, expanded 5 bed-
room, 3 full bath ranch on lovely, wooded lot. Cent. Air.
Newer roof, furnace, carpet, paint. Master suite with full
bath. Gleaming hardwood floors. Tons of storage. Skylights
throughout. $595,000.

Scotch Plains . . . Completely renovated 3 bedroom, brick cape.
New kitchen (marble & stainless), paint, carpet, fence, landsc.,
paver patio & walk (front & back), Belgium block drive, win-
dows. Second floor master bedroom (30'x18'). $384,900.

Westfield . . . Masterful craftsmanship and impeccable details are
the hallmarks of this 4,000-plus square foot colonial set on a deep,
wooded lot. Still time to personalize the finishing touches. 13'
ceilings. $999,000.
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SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Principal David Heisey announced the
following students were named to the
fourth and final marking period honor
roll for the 2007-2008 school year.
SPFHS recognizes student achievement
every marking period at two levels –
High Honor Roll and Honor Roll.

For inclusion on the High Honor
Roll, students must achieve straight
A’s if taking four or five subjects, or at
least five A’s and a maximum of one B.

For inclusion on the Honor Roll,
students must achieve at least three A’s
and no mark less than a B.

9th Grade High Honor Roll
Brie Adamczyk, Laura Arasin, Julia

Babis, Elle Marie Bernardo, Sam Bhakuni,
Kyle Birnbaum, Erin Brown, Laura Bruce,
Lauren Buckley, Santino Butler, Joanna
Carroll, Rebecca Chavan, Theresa Chrystal,
Evan Cole, Hayley Cornwell, Jennifer Cua,
Jessica Digiacomo, Osazenoriuwa Ebose,
Gregory Favreau, Amanda Ho, Emily
Horowitz, Peter Huether, Victoria Ingato,
Julia Ingram, Priyanka Kamath, Emma
Kaplan, Emma Kelly, Matthew Kersey,
Steven Klee, Ezra Klemow, Alison
Koransky, Richard Krema, Jillian Leahy,
Kenneth Lee, Anna Leistikow, Brianna
Mahoney, Jeffrey Marks, Shannon
McGovern, Nathalia Montoya, Emily
Nagourney, Jonah Offitzer, Benjamin Parisi,
Hyun-Jin Park, Michael Pesin, Joelle Pisauro,
Brittany Reilly, Michelle Rogoff, Eve
Rosenheck, Danielle Schweizer, Jason

Shaub, Sarah-Elisabeth Stein, James
Sweeney, Charles Timko, Gabrielle Vacca,
Andrew Vaslas, Amanda White, Lauren
Williams, Caresse Yan, Kelly Yutz

9th Grade Honor Roll
Kimberley Agbo, Frankie Allocca, Betsy

Appel, Bria Barnes, Ellesse Bartosik, Emily
Bayard, Emily Becker, Micaela Jo Bernardo,
Jerry Bi, Timothy Bonacum, Jeffrey Brody,
Joshua Brooks, Meghan Bruckman, Micael
Canicosa, Marianna Caruso-Gilbert, Robert
Cerchio, Christopher Cerchio, Michael Chaia,
Moussa Channaoui, Jacqueline Close, Bret
Coffey, Zachary Cohen, Meghan
Cunningham, Matthew D’Apuzzo, Paige
Della Badia, Desli Demarsico, Stefanie
Devizio, Rebecca DiGiacomo, Madeline
Dillon, Rachel Dolan, Patrick Dougher,
Juliane Durett, Marc Henry Estriplet, Claudia
Falconieri, Jalynn Farmer, Alexander
Fuchsman, Christopher Gilman, Justin
Gonzales, Yale Gordon, Richard Gorski, Elena
Haggan, Camille Handy, Megan Huxford,
Patrick Kelly, Will Kempner, Megan
Koederitz, Rebecca Kreyer, James Leitner,
Katie Levitt, Alexa Levy, Eric Leyden, Haley
Lindenberg, Conor Lockier, Kyle Mahoney,
Matthew Manns, Adam Monzella, Samuel
More, Tyler Nguyen, Tyler Palkoski, Michael
Parada, Alexander Parker, Akshay Patel, Lind-

Honor Roll
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

Fourth Marking Period

say Payne, Carrie Port, Sean Reilly, Christina
Reiman, Andrew Ricciardi, Stephanie Robak,
Amanda Rodriguez, Ashley Romans, Melanie
Rome, Anne Rubin, Kevin Schmidt, Charles
Sciara, Avika Shah, Emily Skaar, Jennifer
Soriano, Michael Spaeth, Bartosz Stawicki,
Elizabeth Stranzenbach, Nicole Sultatos, Rose
Thompson, Ryan Wheeler, Jessica Yorkovich,
Matthew Zawodniak

10th Grade High Honor Roll
Matthew Alfano, Mohammed Alzoobaee,

Stephanie Baliko, Marissa Berlant, Amelia
Brause, Karolyn Buckridee, Jeremy Busch,
Sarah Canfield, Timothy Carroll, Bianca
Chaves, Sophie Chou, Matthew Ciabattari,
Victoria Dalessandro, Devon Daly, Lyndsey
Douglas, Rebecca Dunn, Zachary Flanzman,
Toniann Gattozzi, Melissa Goldberg, Samantha
Goldner, Alexander Graham, Noorene Helm,
Samantha Henderson, Lauren Hirschhorn,
Caitlin Hoynes-O’Connor, Jeffrey Kranz,
David Kreps, Agatha Kuza, Leigh Kwasny,
Michelene Lambros, Alyson Linsenberg, Kyle
Mattson, Ryan Mcternan, Amanda Nguyen,
Katarina Nier, Daniel Nizri, Adam Offitzer,
Nicole Ostrowski, Neha Pannuri, Jason Pearl,
Gina Pelosi, Kerry Pierce, Morgan Puleo,
Michael Riesenberg, Lindsay Robinson, Jorge
Rodriguez-Larrain, Kelsey Rossi, Alanna
Salituro, Eddie Sangern, Matthew Sawchuk,
Stephen Scannell, Devon Sepe, Claire
Shashaty, Mackenzie Sizemore, Victoria
Spuler, Lauren Steinbeck, Aleksandra Szczuka,
Laura Toffolo, Tracy Toffolo, Devra Traiman,
Andrew Van Haasteren, David Van Wert

10th Grade Honor Roll
Stephen Allen, Rebecca Amberg, Nikki

Appezzato, Stephanie Baier, Andrea Barone,
Ulises Barros, Alecia Battle, Lauren Belfer,
Danielle Bernstein, Taylor Biondi, Rachel
Blom, Michael Burke, Colleen Campbell,
Graceann Caramico, Jessica Colineri, Cyril
Collantes, Zaria Combs, Alexander Davis,
Diana De Vries, Meghan Denman, Jack Diaz,
Vangelis Dimopoulos, Kathryn Dinizo, Alan
Dlugosz, Marisa Dolan, Marian Edward,
Robert Evans, Geri Flood, Kathryn Foley,
Christopher Fortunato, Robert Frazee, Chris-
topher Freeman, Marc Fusillo, Kelly
Gajdzisz, Katrina Gans, Jennifer Geoghegan,
Adriana Gerritsen, Matthew Glassett,
Alexander Gonzalez, Andrew Gorbunoff,
Matthew Greaney, Matthew Harris, Michael
Henkels, Sarah Hoffman, Alexandra Joy,
William Kaiserman, Michael Lauricella,
Evan Levine, Morgan Maisel, Samantha
Mannino, Kimberly Many, John Maxwell,
Delia McGee, Errin McGowan, Sruthi
Narayanan, Dominique Osterman, Renata
Pacaja, Kamisha Patillo, Alexis Pigna,
Allison Prestridge, Andrea Redmount, Ryan
Reeson, Shannon Reimers, Alyssa Resnick,
Julia Ross, Carrie Salem, Jessica Schroder,
Theres Sigona, Courtney Smeltzer, Valerie
Smith, Vanessa Stanback, Gregory Stein,
Margaux Streep, Sarah Strong, Justin Terry,
Nicole Vacca, Kimberly Wenson, Malika
Williams, Erica Wise, Kevin Yeager, Allison
Zimmermann

11th Grade High Honor Roll
Alison Acevedo, Jennie Altman, Anjli

Bansal, Kerilyn Bartley, Kristyn Berger,
Laura Capoccia, Emily Carow, Kelly
Cianciotta, Gillian Clark, Jillian Coffey,
Michelle Conway, Laura Degnan, Joseph
Del Prete, Kaitlyn Denker, Michelle
Desantis, Jennifer DiGiuseppe, Rebecca
Dorilus, Michael Ferrara, Nathan Ghabour,
Erica Goldberg, Naomi Goldstein, Kaylin
Jaichon, William Johnston, Kristina
Kalkstein, Emily Katz, Jeremy Kaufman,
Mark Koransky, Kapri Kreps, Karthik
Krishna Kumar, Aysha Lakhani, Thomas
Loop, Daniel Lubranski, Kayla McAlindin,
Matthew McQuoid, Jessica Mindo, Gabriella
Napoli, Saxony Nielsen, Brian Northrup,
Andrew Pansulla, Petros Petridis, Tyler
Pfundheller, Austin Pfundheller, Kathryn
Powell, Alyssa Riesenberg, Gisella
Rodriguez-Larrain, Christina Romagnano,
Golan Rozenberg, Christine Ruggieri, Sarah
Schaible, Elizabeth Schreiber, Danielle Sette,
Jessica Slegowski, Christian Speck, Paul
Spicer, Martin Sweeney, Mangesh
Tamhankar, Linda Timko, Les Turchin,
Ulysses Velasquez, Eric Williams, Chang
Yaramothu, Gina Yiantselis, Rachel Young,

11th Grade Honor Roll
Timothy Aguilar, Kristen Armstrong, Chris-

tian Berk, Brian Bonacum, Ryan Brown, Arielle
Brown, Michael Bumiller, Christina Camarda,
Caitlin Campbell, Christina Capece, Katherine
Celardo, Zachariah Chapman, Elizabeth Chen,
Krista Ciecura, Adam Clark, Kathryn Cockrell,
Sean Collins-Cruz, Katherine Cornacchia, Tho-
mas Cristiani, Colleen Curren, Lauren
D’Aloisio, Julie Deutsch, Tara Dorilus, Mor-
gan Dorsch, Alexander Ebeling, Alexander
Figueroa, Kathleen Flor-Stagnato, Alexandra
Friedman, Richard Fung, Jennifer Gassler,
Susan Gonch, Daniel Gore, Matthew Graziano,
Elisabeth Greenberg, Colin Grimm, Alison
Haggan, Jacqueline Halpern, Timothy Hauser,
Eric Heinz, Kelly Henderson, Anthony Ingato,
Brian Jascur, Tiffany Kirkland, Timothy
Kolterjahn, Raychel Kruper, Evan Lake,
Allison Lasher, Jaclyn Law, Uikyu Lee, Cara
Levinson, Joshua Lieberman, Rebecca Lipke,
Roger Liu, Sean Lockier, Genevieve Lubas,
Sheryl Markovits, Kevin Maroney, Jenna
McGarry, Liana Messina, Daniel Meurer,
Clinton Meyer, Daniel Michalak, Nicole
Mineo, Kayla Molnar, Kelly Monroy, Anne
Marie Noronha, Elyse Nussenfeld, Anne
O’Halloran, Narihan Osman, Kerry Plante,
Mary Poillon, Vincent Puleo, Ryan Rappa,
Kyle Richers, Charles Ringel, Philip Rivera,
Daniel Rodriguez, Philip Rosenkrantz, Davina
Roshansky, Derek Sands, Alessandra Scott,
Kimberly Shelus, Kiran Siddiqui, Matthew
Simon, Alexis Sorace, Kevin Spaeth, Kristen
Spirko, Samuel Stamler, Sara Stanton, Gert
Stepan, Brendan Stripling, Henna Tailor, Pia
Tempestini, Blake Vanbuskirk, Brittney Veeck,
Michelle Vena, Stephanie Vigier, Erick Walker,
Corinne Walker, Elise Whitehouse, Kirsten
Wright, Jennifer Yang, Richard Ziering

12th Grade High Honor Roll
Amie Berlant, Casandra Berwick, Brittany

Biondi, Samantha Bremer, Ryan Bridge, Bailey
Cardinal, Katelyn Cavanagh, Kristen Conlan,
Noelle De Gregorio, Janine DeFeo, Tyler
Delmauro, Patrick Doliber, Nicole Fusco,
Richele’ Gonzalez, Andrea Guzman, Chris-
tina Halma, Catherine Harley, Thomas Hercel,
Adam Horowitz, Edward Kahn, Kimberly
Kliesch, Caitlin Leist, Rachel Leitner, Randy
Lemence, Jacqueline Lenoff, Marc L’Heureux,
John Loomis, Ming Lu, Francesca Lumetta,
Chelsea Lusk, Lauren Mastroianni, Kathryn
Mcmanigal, Victoria Mcnally, Emily Nering,
Christina Olsson, Matthew Plagge, Rheana
Rien, Theodore Rosenblatt, Daniel Sapienza,
Michele Silverstein, Timothy Stuart, Harrison
Stuppler, Kristen Thompson, Samuel Ungar,
Danielle Wood, Christina Woods

12th Grade Honor Roll
Dana Abramson, Kathryn Albanese-Demair,

Deborah Albert, Maureen Asante-Nkansa, Alana
Bencivengo, Gregory Bencivengo, Izabela
Blach, Avery Boettcher, Jason Boff, Andre
Michael Bover, Eric Browne, Daniel Buckley,
Lisa Campbell, Julia Capodicasa, Christopher
Casserly, Jia Chen, Michael Cornacchia,
Amanda Curcie, Lauren Cutrone, Eugene
Cyckowski, Debra Delle-Donne, Meghan
Dhaliwal, Silvano DiMonte, Katherine
Doremus, Zachary Feldman, Ian Feller, Kaitlynn
Fischer, David Gordon, Colleen Hagerty, Wendy
Harris, Lindsay Hauptman, Melissa Helock,
Mary Henkels, Brian Hessemer, Jessica
Impellizzeri, Alec Jacobs, Julia Joseph, Alyssa
Karis, Allison Kodan, Rachel Kreyer, Ryan
Krueger, Alexandra Lambros, Jaclyn Lazarus,
Jared Lindenberg, Alexa Lindenberg, Brian
Many, Elizabeth Mcmillion, Molly Meehan,
Karen Murad, Jane Newcomer, Chibuzor
Onwuanaegbule, Brian Pak, Brian Pesin, Neil
Pratt, Briana Redmount, Margaret Reilly, Jor-
dan Rejaud, Maya Robinson, Emily Rodriguez,
Marc Rosenberg, Trevor Rowbotham, Dennis
Ruiz, Jacqueline Saunier, Michael Scannell,
Joseph Schiavo, Alexandra Segal, Camillia
Shanks, Grace Sigona, Barbara Slaugh, Tyler
Smolinski, Kunal Sodhi, Alex Soloway, Jenni-
fer Speth, Melissa Swanton, Lindsay Traiman,
Vivian Wong, Jordan Yellen

COLLEGE BOUND…Residents from Westfield and Scotch Plains, earlier this
year, graduated from the Wardlaw-Hartridge School during its 125th commence-
ment. From left to right are Daniel Lack of Westfield, Christopher Bartell of
Westfield and Sagal Ahmed of Scotch Plains. All students are pictured receiving
their diplomas from Andrew Webster, head of school. The son of Simon and
Karen Lack of Westfield, Daniel will attend Rutgers University in the fall.
Christopher, son of Leslie and Margot Bartell of Westfield, will attend Curry
College. Sagal, who will attend Haverford College, is the daughter of Omar Abdi
and Ester Abukar. At Wardlaw-Hartridge, Sagal received the Juliette Escoffier
Award for excellence in the French language, and was a member of the French
National Honor Society.

Wardlaw-Hartridge Posts
Third Trimester Honor Roll
EDISON — Wardlaw-Hartridge

Middle School students from
Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood have been named to the
third trimester Honor Roll with Dis-
tinction and Regular Honor Roll at
the school in Edison.

To be placed on the Honor Roll
with Distinction, students must re-
ceive an average of 93 and above. To
earn Honor Roll status, students must
earn an average of 87 and above.

Honor Roll with Distinction:
Eighth Grade

Billy Buchbinder (Scotch Plains)
Brian Downing (Scotch Plains)

Honor Roll:
Eighth Grade

Liban Ahmed (Scotch Plains)
Catherine Badalamenti (Scotch

Plains)
Jessica Clarke (Scotch Plains)
David Monte (Scotch Plains)

Honor Roll with Distinction:
Seventh Grade

Katie Buchbinder (Scotch Plains)
Megha Reddy (Scotch Plains)

Honor Roll
Seventh Grade

Sarah Chalabi (Westfield)
Charlotte Greaney (Scotch

Plains)
Haley Needle (Scotch Plains)

Honor Roll with Distinction:
Sixth Grade

Ayan Ahmed (Scotch Plains)

Michael Anastasiou (Westfield)
Moenika Chowdhury (Fanwood)

Aditya Dalal (Scotch Plains)
Philip Edwards (Westfield)

Gregory Schwartz (Westfield)
Emily Wexler (Scotch Plains)

Honor Roll
Sixth Grade

Chase Levitt (Scotch Plains)
Matthew Nader (Scotch Plains)

 

 

Welcome Home! Welcome Home! Welcome Home! Welcome Home!     
Summer is Beautiful  here in Summer is Beautiful  here in Summer is Beautiful  here in Summer is Beautiful  here in     

Scotch PlainsScotch PlainsScotch PlainsScotch Plains....    

An immaculate home on a treeAn immaculate home on a treeAn immaculate home on a treeAn immaculate home on a tree----lined lined lined lined 
street. Beautiful living room with street. Beautiful living room with street. Beautiful living room with street. Beautiful living room with 
fireplace and a formal dining room. fireplace and a formal dining room. fireplace and a formal dining room. fireplace and a formal dining room. 
Spacious kitchen with eating area. Spacious kitchen with eating area. Spacious kitchen with eating area. Spacious kitchen with eating area. 
Four bedrooms, 2.5 baths, family Four bedrooms, 2.5 baths, family Four bedrooms, 2.5 baths, family Four bedrooms, 2.5 baths, family 

room leads to large deck that over-room leads to large deck that over-room leads to large deck that over-room leads to large deck that over-
looks a private backyard.. Basement looks a private backyard.. Basement looks a private backyard.. Basement looks a private backyard.. Basement 
recreation room ,workshop area and recreation room ,workshop area and recreation room ,workshop area and recreation room ,workshop area and 
two car garage. Close to NYC bus   two car garage. Close to NYC bus   two car garage. Close to NYC bus   two car garage. Close to NYC bus   

downtown and schools.downtown and schools.downtown and schools.downtown and schools.    
$520,000$520,000$520,000$520,000    

This home boasts a grand foyer with This home boasts a grand foyer with This home boasts a grand foyer with This home boasts a grand foyer with 
tile floor, formal Living Room & tile floor, formal Living Room & tile floor, formal Living Room & tile floor, formal Living Room & 

Dining Room with hardwood Dining Room with hardwood Dining Room with hardwood Dining Room with hardwood 
floors, crown and decorative mold-floors, crown and decorative mold-floors, crown and decorative mold-floors, crown and decorative mold-
ing. The gourmet kitchen has gran-ing. The gourmet kitchen has gran-ing. The gourmet kitchen has gran-ing. The gourmet kitchen has gran-
ite countertops, wood cabinets, a ite countertops, wood cabinets, a ite countertops, wood cabinets, a ite countertops, wood cabinets, a 

pantry, tile floor and a separate eat-pantry, tile floor and a separate eat-pantry, tile floor and a separate eat-pantry, tile floor and a separate eat-
ing area. The private yard has an ining area. The private yard has an ining area. The private yard has an ining area. The private yard has an in----
ground pool, deck, patio, fire pit & ground pool, deck, patio, fire pit & ground pool, deck, patio, fire pit & ground pool, deck, patio, fire pit & 

stone gazebo. stone gazebo. stone gazebo. stone gazebo.     
$759,000$759,000$759,000$759,000    

For additional information please contact me. 

                                                    Patricia “Pat” PlantePatricia “Pat” PlantePatricia “Pat” PlantePatricia “Pat” Plante    
                                                        BrokerBrokerBrokerBroker----Sales AssociateSales AssociateSales AssociateSales Associate    

                                                                        Westfield OfficeWestfield OfficeWestfield OfficeWestfield Office    
         Direct Dial: 908         Direct Dial: 908         Direct Dial: 908         Direct Dial: 908----233233233233----2162216221622162    

     
 

 

600 North Avenue West 
 Westfield, NJ  
908-233-0065 

Local Students Earn Placement
On College Dean’s Lists

The following area students were
named to the dean’s list for the spring
semester of 2008. The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times publish releases in
the order in which they are received
and congratulate all students on their
achievements.

Alison Bridgman of Westfield was
named to William Smith College’s
Dean’s List. Students must achieve at
least a 3.5 grade point average for the
semester.

David Hewit of Westfield was
named to Lehigh University’s Dean’s
List for academic excellence. David
is the son of David and Carol Hewitt.

Julie Meurer was named to
Hamilton College’s Dean’s List for
the spring semester. A student must
achieve a grade point average of 90 or
above to be placed on the Dean’s List.
Julie is the daughter of Roger and
Laura Meurer of Scotch Plains.

Timothy Voelker of Fanwood has
been named to the Dean’s List at
Rochester Institute of Technology for
the 2008 spring quarter. Students must
achieve a grade point average of 3.40
or higher. Timothy’s was 3.80. A third-
year industrial design major, Timothy
is the son of Michael and Lisa Voelker
of Fanwood.

Jessica Cohen of Westfield was
named to the Binghamton University
Dean’s List for the spring semester
after earning higher than a 3.5 grade
point average.

Westfield residents Katherine
Fahrenthold, Matthew Kamel,
Rebecca Korn and Emily Ortuso were
named to the Boston University
Dean’s List for the spring semester.

Jeffrey Hogan, the son of Lucretia
and Edward Hogan of Westfield, has
been named to the Dean’s List at Marist
College in Poughkeepsie, New York
for the 2008 spring semester. In order
to qualify for this special distinction,

students must earn a semester grade
point average of at least 3.40.

Westfield resident Claire Skudlark
Fox, daughter of Michael Fox and
Ann Skudlark, has been named to the
Dean’s List at Dickinson College for
the 2008 spring semester. All students
earning a position on the Dean’s List
must have a grade point average of 3.7
or above.

Joshua Kay Scotch of Scotch Plains
was named to the Dean’s List at
Binghamton University. The criterion
for the Dean’s Honors list is a mini-
mum grade point average of 3.5.

Kevin Smith, son of Edward and
Mary Smith of Westfield, was named
to the Dean’s List at Colby College.
Students whose grade point averages
are in the top 30 percent are named to
the Dean’s List.

Cranford residents Krystina
Kobylinski and Lori Simpson and
Scotch Plains resident Erin O’Connor
were named to the Dean’s List at The
University of Scranton. Students must
have a grade point average of 3.5 or
better to make the Dean’s List.

Thomas O’Brien of Westfield was
named to the University of
Minnesota’s Dean’s List. Students
must achieve a grade point average of
3.66 or higher while taking 12 credits
or more.

Brianne Lojo, daughter of Chris
and Leah Lojo of Westfield, was
named to the Dean’s List at Keuka
College. Students must have earned
at least a 3.50 grade point average for
each block of at least 12 semester
credit hours to be eligible.

Colgate University announced that
Stacey Tanguy, daughter of Doug and
Lynne Tanguy of Scotch Plains, and
Jourdan Loffredo, son of Dr. and Mrs.
Ronald Loffredo earned the Dean’s
Award. Recipients must achieve a 3.30
grade point average or higher while
taking at least four courses.

WF Resident Earns
Conn. College Degree
WESTFIELD — Milan Necolya

Fry of Westfield was awarded a Bach-
elor of Arts degree from Connecticut
College at its 90th commencement
ceremony on May 18.

Public radio and television host,
author, philanthropist and advocate
Tavis Smiley gave the commence-
ment address. He urged Connecticut
College’s 450 graduates to focus on
issues of humanity, to contest injus-
tice and to have the courage to lead.

“Today, we are sending you out
into the world to be leaders – if we are
ever going to live in a world that is as
good as its promise, you are going to
have to lead,” Mr. Smiley said. “I
hope whatever you do, you do it with
passion, purpose and principle.”

The college honored Mr. Smiley
by conferring on him an honorary
doctorate of humane letters.

Milan’s parents are Niki and Robin
Fry of Westfield. Milan is a 2004
graduate of Westfield High School.
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– Obituaries –
Diana Levitow Gast, Interior Designer;
Patron of Visual and Performing Arts

Diana Levitow Gast died peace-
fully on Wednesday, July 16, in the
comfort of her home of 54 years in
Westfield.

Born September 22, 1919 in New
York City to Esther Riklan Levitow
and Bernhard Levitow, Diana was
raised in Kew Gardens, Queens and
then moved to Manhattan as a young
adult.

A lifelong collector and patron of
the visual and performing arts, Diana
volunteered at the Newark Museum
in New Jersey and the Heard Mu-
seum in Phoenix, Ariz. She worked as
an interior designer with Dorothy
Ginsberg and Associates in Metuchen.

She was preceded in death by her
husbands, Leslie Sobo and Harold N.
Gast, and by her sister, Miriam Epstein.

Surviving are her three children,

David Sobo Gast of San Francisco,
Calif., Barbara Sobo Gast of Blodgett,
Ore. and Sara Faith Gast and her
husband, Stephen Fabrico, of
Bloomington, N.Y. She also leaves
behind her cherished grandchildren,
Hillary Gast Fabrico, Anna Leslie
Gast, Michael Joseph Gast and
Samuel H.N. Gast, and her sister,
Sally Harlow, and her husband,
Chester.

A memorial service was held on
Sunday, July 20, at Temple Emanu-
El, 756 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Contributions may be made in Diana’s
memory to the Newark Museum, 49
Washington Street, Newark, N.J.
07101 or to The Heard Museum, 2301
North Central Avenue, Phoenix, Ariz.
85004.

July 24, 2008

Louis A. Rosanio, 86
Louis A. Rosanio, 86, of Westfield

died on Tuesday, July 15, at Overlook
Hospital in Summit.

Born and raised in Newark, he lived
in Westfield for 48 years.

Mr. Rosanio was a sales agent with
the Prudential Life Insurance Co. in
Elizabeth for 20 years. Prior to that,
he had worked for 20 years for the
Lionel Train Co.

He was a member of the Westfield
Lions Club.

Mr. Rosanio served in the United
States Army as a medic during World
War II.

Surviving are his wife of 59 years,
Viola Lombard Rosanio; three sons,
William Rosanio, Louis Rosanio, Jr.
and Gabe Rosanio; a sister, Catherine
Rosanio; and seven grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, July 19, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Burial took place at Holy
Cross Cemetery in North Arlington.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to Helping Hands
and Hearts, St. Helen’s Parish Center,
1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield, N.J.
07090-3615.

July 24, 2008

Lucienne Mayer, 89
Lucienne Mayer, 89, died on Mon-

day, July 21, at the Raritan Health
Center in Raritan.

Born in Paris, France on December
3, 1918, she resided in Westfield since
1962.

Mrs. Mayer was a homemaker and
a member of the Westfield Woman’s
Club.

During World War II, she served in
the air transport command.

Her husband, John K. Mayer, pre-
deceased her.

Surviving are a daughter, Yvonne
Schipke, and three grandchildren.

Private services were held under the
direction of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

July 24, 2008

Theodora Ritter, 70, Beloved Teacher;
Was Member of Local Organizations
Theodora “Teddi” A. Ritter (née

DeVico) of Westfield and Surf City
passed away peacefully at home with
family at her side on Sunday, July 20,
after a brave fight against an aggres-
sive form of brain cancer, Glioblas-
toma Multiforme. Teddi was 70.

Mrs. Ritter was born in Plainfield
and had lived in Scotch Plains and
Plainfield before moving to Westfield
in 1966. A seasoned, respected and
creative educator, she worked as a
Plainfield playground counselor as a
teenager and graduated from
Plainfield High School.

She earned her bachelor’s degree
from Newark State Teachers College
(now Kean University) in 1960 and a
master’s degree from Rutgers Uni-
versity in 1989.

Mrs. Ritter had been a teacher in
Piscataway before becoming a stay-
at-home mom in the early 1960s,
later actively participating in several
clubs and other organizations includ-
ing the Junior Women’s Club, Rake
and Hoe Garden Club and the Col-
lege Women’s Club.

In 1980, Mrs. Ritter returned to her
profession in Westfield, where she
began as a substitute teacher and then
enthusiastically taught elementary
school full time. She is most remem-
bered as a kindergarten teacher at
Tamaques Elementary School for

more than 20 years before retiring in
the fall of 2007.

She was a communicant of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

Mrs. Ritter is survived by her hus-
band of 45 years, William. In addi-
tion, she is survived by a son, Ted
Ritter, of Westfield, his wife, Susan,
and their daughter, Jayne; two daugh-
ters, Carolee Ritter and her husband,
John Kitchens, of Lincoln, Neb. and
Bonnie Ritter of Kearney, Neb.; an
aunt, Lee Blackwell, of Fanwood, as
well as many friends, colleagues and
former students who always recalled
her as a favorite teacher and recog-
nized her familiar face around town.

She was preceded in death by her
parents, Ted and Anne DeVico, who
lived in Plainfield and Toms River,
and a brother, Robert DeVico.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered at 10 a.m. today, Thursday,
July 24, at St. Helen’s Church in
Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Center For Hope
Hospice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076
(centerforhope.com).
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

                                              

 

Charles J. Tombs 

NJ Lic. Number 4006 

Director 

 

www.grayfuneralhomes.com 

Gray Funeral Homes 
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NEW VOLUNTEERS…Members of the Westfield Service League’s Provisional
Class of 2008-2009 prepare to begin their activities for the year. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Susan Anderson, Cathy Fallon, Barbara Iannazzone, Barbara
Burton, Cathy Kattak, Daria Olsen and Cindy Gallagher.

Service League Announces
2008-09 Provisional Class

WESTFIELD – During its annual
meeting June 5, the Westfield Service
League (WSL) announced its new
provisional class for 2008-2009.

The announcement was made dur-
ing the celebration luncheon at Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield hon-
oring the league’s 75th anniversary in
the community.

The new provisional class mem-
bers include Westfield residents Su-
san Anderson, Barbara Burton, Cathy

Fallon, Barbara Iannazzone, Cathy
Kattak, Daria Olsen and Cindy
Gallagher.

These women will spend the 2008-
2009 year working weekly in either
the WSL’s thrift shop or consignment
shop, and also will volunteer at the
Westfield Food Pantry at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church, as
well as deliver meals for Mobile Meals.

A nonprofit, volunteer organiza-
tion, the WSL runs its thrift and
consignment shops at 114 Elmer
Street in Westfield. The shops are
open from early September through
mid-June each year. Proceeds from
sales at the shops are given back to
Westfield and surrounding commu-
nities to benefit others.

For more information about the WSL
and its activities, contact Ingrid
McKinley (public relations) at
ingridmcki@aol.com.

WCW Gives Salemme
College Experience

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s
Club of Westfield sponsored Chris-
topher Salemme, son of Karen and
Joseph Salemme of Westfield, to at-
tend the Hugh O’Brien Youth Lead-
ership Program known as “Hoby.”
The three-day weekend of meetings
and seminars was held at Monmouth
University in June, and was attended
by sophomore high school students
from all over New Jersey.

Hoby’s mission is to seek out and
develop young people with leadership
potential. The program included lec-
tures on various careers and planned
activities, along with panels adapted
to develop young people with director
skills. The mini college experience is
a prelude to college life.

Christopher will be a member of
the junior class at Westfield High
School in September.

Students Finish Warhol Project

THE DANDY WARHOLS...Students at Westfield’s Washington Elementary
School were influenced by the icon of pop art, Andy Warhol, in completing an Art
Appreciation program project that involved using the silkscreen process to apply
a picture of a Gatorade bottle onto T-shirts. Funding for the project was provided
by the Westfield Coalition for the Arts.

WESTFIELD – Fourth-grade stu-
dents at Washington Elementary
School in Westfield recently com-
pleted a silkscreen project inspired
by a lesson on Andy Warhol during
their Art Appreciation program.

The students discussed how the
popular culture of Warhol’s time
influenced his art, and then spoke
about well-known modern cultural

images.
 For the project, each student used

the silkscreen process to apply a
picture of a Gatorade bottle onto T-
shirts and completed the image by
coloring an orange cap on top.

The Art Appreciation program ex-
pressed appreciation to the Westfield
Coalition for the Arts for providing
the funds for the project.

Edmond Jacobi, 91, Owned Cleaners;
Was Longtime Commodities Trader

Edmond W. Jacobi, 91, of Spring
Lake, formerly of Westfield, died on
Monday, July 21.

Born in Newark, he was raised in
Maplewood, graduating from Colum-
bia High School. He had lived in
Westfield for 50 years.

Mr. Jacobi had owned Prompt
Cleaners in Westfield, Summit and
Chatham for 30 years, retiring in 1980.
He also was a self-made commodi-
ties trader for over 30 years.

He was a staff sergeant in the United
States Army during World War II and
a member of the Holy Trinity Seniors
in Westfield.

Surviving are his wife of 64 years,
Angela Murphy Jacobi; three daugh-
ters, Margaret Zimmerman, Barbara
Weeks and Laura Jacobi; a sister,
Thelma Owens, and four grand-
daughters.

A brother, Karl Jacobi, and a sister,

Doris Graul, predeceased him.
Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and 7

to 9 p.m. today, Thursday, July 24, at
the Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered at 10 a.m. tomorrow, Friday,
July 25, at the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield. Burial
will take place at Fairview Cemetery
in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made either to the Westfield Res-
cue Squad, P.O. Box 356, Westfield,
N.J. 07091 or Meridian Hospice,
1340A Campus Parkway, Neptune,
N.J. 07753.

July 24, 2008

Laura V. Lawrence, 91
Laura V. Lawrence, 91, died peace-

fully on Wednesday, July 16, at her
home in Westfield.

She was a beloved aunt, stepmother,
friend and neighbor. Her passing is a
tremendous loss to all those who knew
and loved her.

Mrs. Lawrence, a former employee
of Standard Oil, was a longtime mem-
ber of the Exxon Retiree Club.

She was the beloved wife of the
late George J. Lawrence, who prede-
ceased her in 1989.

She is survived by all those who
loved her dearly.

Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and 7
to 9 p.m. tomorrow, Friday, July 25,
at the Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, July
26, at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Following the burial at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield, a reception
will be held at her home in Westfield.
All who knew her are welcome.

Laura gave to so many, so in lieu of
flowers, it is requested that a contri-
bution be made on her behalf to Elder
LifeCare Foundation at
www.elderlifecarefoundation.com.
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Sacks Is Volunteer
At Tennis Hall of Fame

WESTFIELD – Harrison Sacks of
Westfield is spending 17 days as a
Landmark Volunteer at the Tennis Hall
of Fame, a complex of stately build-
ings and 13 restored grass tennis courts.

Harrison, son of Steven Sacks and
Elyse Weber-Sacks, is a member of a
team that will help prepare for New-
port Tennis Week 2008. The volun-
teers will usher, sell programs and
help with parking at the restored 1880
Newport Casino, site of the first U.S.
National Championships held in 1881.

Harrison is a member of the pit
crew for the marching band at
Westfield High School, where he
also participates in the Young Demo-
cratic Club and the Council for Car-
ing.

 He also is a member of the school’s
Junior Varsity tennis team. Previous
community service efforts include
working for the National Recreation
Stewardship Program at Muir Woods
in California.

Landmark Volunteers, based in
Sheffield, Mass., is a non-profit sum-
mer service organization offering
high school students the opportunity
to perform community service at na-
tionally-recognized historical, cul-
tural, environmental or social ser-
vice institutions located throughout
the country.

Hall, Quinutolo Receive
Awards for Creativity
CRANFORD – On May 14, Wal-

nut Avenue School of Cranford held
its annual assembly to honor partici-
pants of the PTA-sponsored Reflec-
tions Program. Many children looked
to their environment for inspiration
for this year’s theme: “I can make a
difference by...”

This arts recognition program gives
children an opportunity to express
themselves in any of six areas: litera-
ture, musical composition, photogra-
phy, visual arts, film/video produc-
tion and dance choreography. This
program reinforces the importance of
arts in the education setting.

Nora Hall received an Award of
Excellence for photography at the
national level, and Ben Quinutolo
received an Award of Merit for film/
video production at the state level.

Janna Sage Peterson of Westfield,
a Yoga Alliance Registered Yoga
Teacher, came to the assembly to
discuss the importance of making a
difference within one’s self by devel-
oping a healthy lifestyle. She taught
the group some basic yoga poses, and
said she believes yoga is an espe-
cially important activity for children
as it helps develop strength, promotes
good postural habits, creates positive
self-esteem, helps maintain natural
flexibility, and helps increase con-
centration and focus.

The 2008-2009 Reflection Theme
will be “Wow!”

Lincoln School Invites
Families to First Event
WESTFIELD — Lincoln School,

the town’s new early childhood learn-
ing center, invites families to meet and
greet each other while enjoying Italian
ice at the PTO’s first fundraiser.

On Thursday, July 31, Lincoln PTO
volunteers will scoop ice from 6 to 9
p.m. at Rita’s Ice on Quimby Street,
and a portion of every sale benefits
the school.

The evening presents a great op-
portunity to meet Principal Audrey
Zavetz and for students and families
to get to know one another before
school starts in September.

More Community/Education

SP Student Graduates
With Class of 2008

SCOTCH PLAINS – David H.
Bernstein of Scotch Plains graduated
from George School in Newtown, Pa.
He will attend Brandeis University in
Waltham, Mass. in the fall.

Abruzzo gets WISE in
Science, Engineering
WESTFIELD – From June 22

through June 28, Kathryn Abruzzo of
Westfield was one of 36 participants
in the Women in Sciences and Engi-
neering (WISE) Camp summer pro-
gram at Penn State University Park
campus. Kathryn, the daughter of
Charles and Kerry Abruzzo, just com-
pleted the 11th grade at Westfield
High School.

“WISE Camp is a career awareness
and exploration program for female
high school students who are explor-
ing scientific and technical careers,”
said Jessica Hoyt, coordinator of
WISE Camp and assistant director of
the WISE Institute. For more infor-
mation, call Ms. Hoyt at (814) 865-
3342, e-mail WISE@psu.edu or visit
equity.psu.edu/wise/.

David H. Bernstein

Jeanette Kilcommons, 71, Tennis Buff;
Had Worked For Town and The Leader
Jeanette M. Kilcommons, 71, died

on Friday, July 18, at Sunrise As-
sisted Living in Basking Ridge, sur-
rounded by her family and good
friends. She lived there very happily
for five-and-a-half years.

Born on February 12, 1937 and
raised in South Orange, she raised her
family in Westfield, retiring to Bask-
ing Ridge eight years ago.

Mrs. Kilcommons was an avid ten-
nis player and fan. She had worked
for many years for the Town of
Westfield in the tax collector’s and
the treasurer’s offices. Additionally,
she had worked for The Westfield
Leader and at Westfield High School.
But, most importantly, she was a
wonderful mother and grandmother.

She is survived by her loving hus-
band, Eugene Kilcommons, along
with two sons and two daughters,
Kevin and his wife, Janet, of
Annandale, Ted of Brooklyn, Corinne
Kelleher and her husband, Skip, of

Holliston, Mass. and Sharon Ruvane
and her husband, John, of Mendham.
Also surviving are six grandchildren;
her devoted brother, Raymond, and
his wife, Doris, of Swarthmore, Pa.;
her aunt, Agnes Wimmer, and many
cousins, nieces and nephews.

Her sister, Joyce Carver, prede-
ceased her.

Funeral services will be held today,
Thursday, July 24, at 9:30 a.m. from
the Bailey Funeral Home, 8 Hilltop
Road in Mendham. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will take place at 10:30
a.m. at St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic
Church on West Main Street (Route
24) in Mendham. A private cremation
will follow.

In lieu of flowers, the family would
appreciate donations in her memory
to the Alzheimer’s Association, 400
Morris Avenue, Suite 251, Denville,
N.J. 07834.

July 24, 2008

Alfred W. Riker, Jr., Retired Teacher;
Active In Scout, Legion, Train Groups

Alfred W. Riker, Jr.

Alfred Warren Riker, Jr., 74, of
Westfield passed away on Monday,
July 21, 2008, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born in Glen Ridge,
N.J. on June 11, 1934, he
was the only child of the
late Alfred W. and Anna
(Widmayer) Riker. He
moved to Westfield in
1967.

Mr. Riker served in the
United States Air Force
for 54 months during the
Korean War.

He attended Montclair
Public Schools and
Montclair State Teachers College,
graduating in 1953 with his Masters
in Industrial Arts. Mr. Riker was then
employed as an industrial arts teacher
for the Sayreville Board of Education
for 31 years, retiring in 1996.

Following his retirement, he be-
came involved with Boy Scout Troop
172 and Troop 73, and also was a
member of the BSA Flintlocks. He
was the recipient of the Silver Beaver
Award from the Boy Scouts of

America in 2001.
He also was a member of the Cen-

tral Rail Road Club of New
Jersey, the Branford Trol-
ley Museum of New Ha-
ven, Conn. for 40 years,
the Canal Society of New
Jersey and American Le-
gion Martin Wallberg Post
No. 3 of Westfield, where
he served as chaplain for
the past nine years.

He leaves his wife of 43
years, Mrs. Elisabeth (née
Sharp) Riker; a daughter,
Carrie, of Vermont and a
son, David, at home.

A memorial service is scheduled
for Saturday, August 16, at 3 p.m. at
the Connecticut Farms Presbyterian
Church on Stuyvesant Avenue in
Union.

Donations may be made to Flint-
lock BSA, Inc., in care of Winnebago
Scout Reservation, 102 Timberline
Road, Rockaway, N.J. 07866.

Arrangements are by the Bannworth
Funeral Home of Elizabeth.

July 24, 2008
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NJ-Based Jobonanno Continue
Union County Concert Series

New Jersey Artist Takes
Art Beyond the Studio

SUMMIT — The Visual Arts Cen-
ter of New Jersey (VACNJ) presents
the work of Braulio Batista, the latest
instructor in the Art Center’s Faculty
Exhibition series housed in the
Eisenberg Gallery. The exhibition will
run from now  through August 28.

Mr. Batista is a first-generation
American, born to Portuguese parents.
He was raised in Newark and received
his Master’s Degree in fine arts educa-
tion from Kean University. He is now
both an artist and an arts educator.

As an educator, Mr. Batista teaches
photography and experimental art at
Elizabeth High School. He is an in-
structor at VACNJ, teaching an Arts
Sampler for children ages 9-12, as well
as working as a summer camp instruc-
tor. Mr. Batista is also an instructor for
the center’s outreach program with the
Greater Newark Charter School.

As an artist, Mr. Batista takes a
romantic approach to art, stating:
“When the art work is complete, the
value of the individual’s work is de-
termined by the individual them-
selves, not the people around them. I
determine the value of my own work.”

Mr. Batista works mostly in mixed
media, making ample use of spray
paint, tar gel and collage. The works
reflect his own personal history, con-
taining images and words about him-
self and those close to him.

The VACNJ is celebrating its 75th
anniversary of “bringing art and
people together.” Since its founding
in 1933, it has evolved into a regional
art center with a recognized art school,
exhibition program and an extensive
community outreach program. For
more information, visit
artcenternj.org.

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Union
County Summer Arts Festival concert
series continues on Wednesday, July
30, featuring the Jersey-based high-
energy rock and soul music of
Jobonanno and the Godsons of Soul.
The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders invites the public to attend
this free concert, which begins at 7:30
p.m. in Echo Lake Park.

Jobonanno and the Godsons of Soul
have been electrifying audiences in the
tri-state area for more than a dozen
years. Recently voted one of the top 10
bands in New Jersey, it has opened
concerts for James Brown, Eddie
Money, Mitch Ryder, Bad Company,
Marshall Tucker, Danny Federici,
Clarence Clemons, Gary U.S. Bonds
and many others – and the band has
been joined on stage numerous times
by the likes of Jon Bon Jovi and Bruce
Springsteen.

The Union County information van
will be at the concert site, along with
representatives from the Union County
Clerk’s Office, to answer questions and
offer information about interesting pro-
grams available to Union County resi-
dents.

Other free Wednesday night con-
certs in the Union County Summer Arts
Festival series include:

August 6 – British Invasion Tribute
performed by the Robert Murdock
Band. (Runnells Specialized Hospital
also will hold a benefit “Party in the
Park” – Purchase tickets for the Runnells
benefit in advance);

August 13 – The Nerds (Jersey Shore
party band), sponsored by the Union
County Democratic Committee;

August 20 – The Ed Palermo Big
Band with Rob Paparozzi (blues and
jazz);

August 27 – Verdict (reggae and soca),
sponsored by the Union County Edu-
cation Association.

All Summer Arts Festival concerts
are held on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. at

the Springfield Avenue end of Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside. Lawn
chairs, blankets and picnic baskets are
encouraged. Famous Dave’s Bar-B-Que
will have a food concession, along with
an ice cream and snack vendor, which
will be available at approximately 6:30
p.m.

In case of rain, concerts will be held
in the air-conditioned auditorium at
Cranford High School, on West End
Place off Springfield Avenue in
Cranford at 7:30 p.m. For more infor-
mation call the Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Community Re-
newal at (908) 527-4900 or visit the
Union County Web  site, ucnj.org/parks/
summerarts.html.

PLAYING WITH THE EARTH…Trailside’s presentation of the Grand Falloons’
“Professor W’s Earth Science Circus – What a Gas!” involved audience interaction
as information on the earth’s environment was shared through songs, dance, magic
and poems. Assisting Professor Winklebottom (second from left) and Mr. Meatloaf
(second from right) are (left to right) Jordan Stapinski, Sabella Garcia, Gabriela
Esteves and Kyle Stapinski of Elizabeth. The program was made possible with
funding from “Clean Communities.”

EASE ON DOWN THE ROAD…Summer Stage Theater cast members of The
Wiz include, from left to right, Kevin Morris, Claire Dorwart, Connor Wynne,
Maggie Tanji and Brian Pollock.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOL MATES...A crowd emerges at Echo Lake Park to take in the sounds of De Sol. The
Union County Arts Festival continues this coming Wednesday with rock and soul music.

Irish Dancers Step into
National Competition
AREA — Dancers from the Shea-

Jennings School of Irish Dance in
Cranford participated in the North
American Championship of Irish Dance
the week of July 1 in Nashville, Tenn.

Dancers from all over the world,
including the United States, Canada,
England, Scotland and Australia, par-
ticipated in this prestigious competi-
tion. The competition was held at the
Gaylord Opryland Resort and Conven-
tion Center in Nashville. John Jennings,
a world champion Irish step dancer and
teacher at the school, was in Nashville
coaching and cheering on the Shea-
Jennings dancers.

Participants from the area include:
Ryan Ferrie of Berkeley Heights; Laura
Van Horn, Erin Hannen and Mary Ushay
of Cranford; Maura Moran of Garwood;
and Ryann Morrison of Scotch Plains.

The following dancers won medals
at the event: Shannon Ferrie of Berke-
ley Heights; Anna May Fitch, Julianna
Harkins, Katie Hannen and Noelle
Zielenbach of Cranford; Kathleen
O’Boyle of Roselle Park; and Caitlin
Worthey of Scotch Plains.

Courtesy of Mike Peters, July 2008
PLAY BILL OF RIGHTS...Madison, set during the time of the Constitutional
Convention, runs at Kean University until August 3. Above are Jim Poulos as
James Madison and Melissa Miller as Dolley Payne.

Madison Delivers Quirky
Quips But Little Else

By MARISA STOTTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — As a comedic play about
young James Madison’s love life and
political troubles, Madison, which plays
through August 3 at Kean University’s
Zella Frye Theatre, does well when
employing amusing one-liners and the
tried-and-true tricks of romantic com-
edy.

However, in its attempts to also be a
compelling drama, it leaves something
to be desired. What it lacks in chemistry
and passion, it unfortunately cannot
make up for in oddball humor.

Madison is meant to be an intimate,
romantic comedy about the almost-
but-not-quite love between Dolley
Madison (née Payne) and her future
husband.

Set in the homey boarding residence
of the aptly named Mrs. House, Madi-
son evokes initial feelings of coziness
and intimacy but does not follow
through on its promises.

Instead, it offers an eccentric cast
of characters milling about in Phila-
delphia during the days of the Consti-
tutional Convention. Madison hits you
over the head with the symbolism of
brotherly love but fails to convince
that any kind of love truly exists in the
boarding house living room.

The first act opens with Mrs. House
(Lianne Kressin), undoubtedly the best-
acted and most entertaining character
in the play, giving advice to a boyish
and recently heart-broken “Jimmy”
Madison (Jim Poulos). The dichotomy
between her worldly wisdom and
Madison’s naïveté about romance is
endearing, but the charm does not last
very long.

When Madison gets nervous, he
has epileptic fits; they prove to be an
over-the-top distraction throughout
the play, and they give the title char-
acter a cartoonish element that makes
it almost impossible to pity his hope-
lessness with women – the corner-
stone of the play itself.

Mrs. House undeniably steals the
show throughout the whole perfor-
mance. She is the motherly type, with
a strict moral compass that is bal-
anced out by an addiction to gossip
and a tendency toward the frivolous.

She is a constant source of humor
with a modern twist; for example, dur-
ing a tirade against the immorality of
actresses, she tells Madison, “The new
Constitution must ban thespian mar-
riage.” The play seems to be centered
more on the antics of Mrs. House than
those of James Madison. Perhaps a
better title would have been Mrs. House.

The play’s stereotypical debauchee
comes in the form of Charles Pinckney
(Blake Kubena), the dashing delegate
from South Carolina whose charm is
impossible to resist. Pinckney’s South-
ern swagger is hilarious without being
overdone. In fact, you feel the urge to
root for him more than for the lovelorn
and pathetic Madison.

Pinckney is well complemented by
his second cousin, Millicent (Ashley
West), who embodies the Southern belle
archetype. Though she is portrayed as a
shallow airhead, she has some sub-
stance.

Her witty banter with her cousin is
a joy to watch, and their seemingly
incestuous relationship has more
chemistry than that of Dolley and
Madison.

Regrettably, chemistry is precisely
what the main characters of the play
lack. While Madison has an adolescent
charm to him, his love interest is com-
pletely flat.

Dolley (Melissa Miller) is introduced
as a young Quaker woman running
from an unsolicited marriage proposal.
She is practically an anachronism as
she asserts her independence and ar-
ticulates very feminist rhetoric for her
day.

While it is clear that she is an intellec-
tual, she is more like Jane Austen’s
Elizabeth Bennett, but entirely devoid
of passion. She serves no purpose in the
first act, often just standing in the back-
ground while the other characters en-
gage in animated conversation.

There is no hint of love between her
and Madison until the very end of the
play, when the two bond over – of all
things – his driest piece of writing.

Dolley and Madison hardly inter-
act before they are rushed into falling
in love. And when they finally con-
fess their feelings, their disagreement
over slavery tears them apart. The
topic is only broached at this mo-
ment, leaving the audience befuddled.

The rushed affection makes it un-
comfortable even to watch them kiss,
from the front row of the petite the-
atre.

The plot of Madison looks promis-
ing on paper and the production is
aesthetically pleasing, but the execu-
tion of the story is poor. The play is
salvaged by seasoned playwright
Guillermo Reyes’s witty dialogue and
the equally amusing Mrs. House and
Pinckney cousins.

However, the imbalance between
comedy and drama takes away from
the play’s potential to be both comi-
cal and compelling.

Westfield Summer Workshop
 Theater Performs The Wiz

WESTFIELD — Theatergoers can
join Dorothy, the Scarecrow, the Tin
Man, the Lion and the Wiz himself as
they “Ease on Down the Road” in the
Westfield Summer Workshop Sum-
mer Stage Theater production of The
Wiz.

Performances of the funk rock ver-
sion of L. Frank Baum’s The Wonder-
ful Wizard of Oz, with book by Will-
iam Brown and music and lyrics by
Charlie Smalls, will take place on
Tuesday, July 29 and Wednesday, July
30, at 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., at Edison
Intermediate School, 800 Rahway
Avenue, in Westfield.

According to director Kenneth
Horn, this particular musical, a con-
temporary version of a familiar story,
was chosen as the initial presentation
of the Summer Stage Theater be-
cause it “was one of the earliest uses
of funk rock and R&B in a Broadway
score. The music was fresh, exciting
and quite different.”

He added that the play has “ an
incredibly fun score with lively dance
numbers and heartfelt ballads. It pro-
vides opportunities for all cast mem-
bers to shine and have their moment
in the spotlight.”

Cast members include Matthew
Binkowitz, Claire Dorwart, Melanie
Grycan, Kevin Morris, Brian Pollock,
Kristin Ragoza, Maggie Tanji,
Courtney Weiss, Mallory Weisse and
Connor Wynne of Westfield; Danielle
Karascony, Laura McGovern and
Rachel Schack of Scotch Plains; Jacob
Dambroski of Fanwood; Shannen
Jones of Garwood; Cory Laidlaw of
North Plainfield; Raquel Mendez of
Clark; Jenna Newman of Colonia;

and Emily Norwine of Cranford.
Mr. Horn has been involved in di-

recting at the school and community
level for over 25 years. He teaches
both voice and piano and is a member
of the Fine Arts staff at Edison Inter-
mediate School, where he co-directs
the Broadway Singers, acts as Musi-
cal Director for the Edison Spring
Musical and teaches an elective course
in creating opera.

Musical Director Karen Greenstein
is a vocal music instructor at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield. She
has directed more than 100 shows
and has performed in regional theater
and NYC showcases.

Irene Ulesky, a staff member of the
Westfield Summer Workshop for the
past 12 years, created the choreogra-
phy for The Wiz. Ms. Ulesky, a teacher
at The Yvette Dance Studio in
Cranford, had choreographed many
former Westfield Summer Workshop
productions, such as The Pirates of
Penzance, Thoroughly Modern Millie,
Seussical, Music Man, Guys and Dolls
and My Fair Lady.

According to Ms. Ulesky: “You
don’t have to be a dancer to ‘Ease on
Down the Road.’ All are welcome to
join the fun and frolic of The Wiz.”

Admission for The Wiz is $8 for
adults and $6 for senior citizens and
students. Tickets may be purchased at
the Westfield Summer Workshop of-
fice at Edison Intermediate School, at
the door or at the NJWA studios. Call
(908) 518-1551 for ticket informa-
tion.

For information on any program of
the NJWA, call (908) 789-9696 or
visit njworkshopforthearts.com.

Celebrating Freedom
In Italy’s Po Delta Region

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — While Americans
dined on July Fourth staples of hot
dogs and hamburgers, and potato chips
and cole slaw, and drank fresh, cold
beer or soda, my
Independence
Day was spent in
the delta of the
river Po, the long-
est river in Italy,
tasting local deli-
cacies such as
shellfish, grilled
eel and whole fish,
and sipping Vene-
tian water – spar-
kling wine.

The closest I
came to a tradi-
tional celebration of America’s free-
dom that night was through the music
of an Italian band, “Insirada,” playing
at a local restaurant. The five-piece
ensemble not only serenaded diners
with Italian songs, but also belted out
classics from Pink Floyd, The Beatles,
10,000 Maniacs, Stevie Ray Vaughan,

Ram Jam and The Allman Brothers,
among others.

During a break, I headed outside to
meet and talk to the band with another
journalist who speaks some Italian. I

asked the lead male singer, Bruno
Raffaelo Morbiolo, how the group
knows the blues, and after translation,
he replied, “The Mississippi Delta is
like the Po Delta.” He is inspired by
B.B. King and Muddy Waters, and
much like Waters, he works in a fac-
tory by day and performs at night.

I arrived in Venice two nights earlier
as part of an Italian tourism-funded
journalist trip where we stayed one
day and two nights in “the City of
Water” and traveled two hours south-
east to the Po Delta region, where we
stayed for two days and two nights.

Seeing the delta first-hand, the Po’s
main town appears impoverished, with
small homes whose paint is faded

from the sun. Looking at a map, the Po
Delta is like a handprint in the form of
the OK symbol depressed into the
river that formed inlets of water. Many
residents fish and cultivate the land for
farming of mainly rice, corn and melon
to make ends meet. Our tourist guide,
Floriano Cosmi, told us the region has
fought to preserve the Po Delta, now a
UNESCO World Heritage site, and is
working to make it an eco-tour high-
light for travelers.

In our two days at the Po, my col-
leagues and I hopped on a flat-bot-
tomed boat, which we did a lot of, to
tour the wetlands. Though the Po River
is interlaced with vast waterways, it is
drastically different from the canals of

LIKE A FISH OUT OF
WATER...Local delicacies replaced
hotdogs and cold beer on July 4.

TOUCH DOWN IN THE LAND OF THE [PO] DELTA BLUES...The closest
this Leader/ Times freelancer got to American culture on July 4 was the playing
of Italian band “Insirada,” who serenaded with songs from Stevie Ray Vaughan
and The Allman Brothers, among others.

Venice. It is much like the Jersey Shore
and Meadowlands, with alleys of reed-
covered marsh where seagulls, egrets
and herons migrate, and turtles and
crabs feed off the marsh. We slipped in
and out of the Sacca degli Scardovari,

a sea garden where
mussels, clams
and oysters live
some seven feet
below, and at
times, we had to
peel away the wil-
lowy reeds from
our faces.

Emerging from
the jungle-like
marshlands, a
wide expanse of
the Po River and,
in the distance, the

Adriatic Sea awaited in tranquility as
the sun streamed down on a humid
mid-90-degree day. The salt from the
water, Floriano said, is processed into
sea salt used on fish. I dipped my hand
over the side of the boat to give it a
taste, and it was a very light-tasting
salt. The Atlantic and the bays of the

Jersey shore are much more brackish,
and the heady scent of salt is softened
to a mere hint in the Po.

As we toured the waters, on the
perimeter squatted a line of fishing

shacks on one side, a grassy embank-
ment where an occasional bird stopped
for a rest on the other. In the valleys
are scattered sights of fisherman in
small fishing boats. Bass, catfish, floun-
der and sturgeon are among the variet-
ies caught in the river.

Along the upper banks of the la-
goons, a cyclist or walker may wander
past. In town, packs of cyclists pedal
on the flat roadways as pristine farm-
land and rows of poplar trees that reach
for the sky flash past on their sidelines.

On our last day in the delta, we were
led by our guide through the botanical
gardens where boardwalks meander
through pinewoods and over ponds,
then veer off to the lagoon and to the

tepid Adriatic Sea. Low-lying scrub
permeate the air with its scent of juni-
per and curry and gives way to an
untouched beach where a couple was
seen walking along the shoreline.

As we headed toward a gazebo ly-
ing over the lagoon to rest our legs and
to listen to our guide, I noticed an old
man dangling his feet over the edge,
enjoying a cool breeze in the shade
after a bike ride and staring quietly out
toward the horizon; this, I thought, is a
view worthy of an ending to an expe-
dition.

Look for Part II of my trip to Italy
in next week’s edition of the paper
where I unfold my first experience of
seeing Venice.

“As we headed toward a gazebo lying over the lagoon to rest our legs
and to listen to our guide, I noticed an old man dangling his feet over the
edge, enjoying a cool breeze in the shade after a bike ride and staring
quietly out toward the horizon; this, I thought, is a view worthy of an
ending to an expedition.”

PPPPPo Delto Delto Delto Delto Delta Ra Ra Ra Ra Region, Itegion, Itegion, Itegion, Itegion, Italyalyalyalyaly
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like no other store in Westfield

Westfield’s Malinsky Translates
The Sacred into an Art Form

Irit Malinsky’s
Blooming from the Origin,

Medium: Oil Paint
Features the Hebrew word Beresheet,

meaning genesis.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – To Westfield artist
Irit Malinsky, art is more than a cre-
ative expression, it is a representation
of the sacred.

Ms. Malinsky’s outlook on art has
resulted in a body of work that is as
spiritually uplifting as it is artistically
genuine.

“The genesis of my artistic search
has been the meaning of image and
the transition of Biblical myth into art
and how it manifests the many con-
figurations of the sacred form,” said
Ms. Malinsky, who was born in Israel
and has lived in the United States for
10 years.

“[This] constitutes, for me, the in-
ner reality of God,” she said.

According to the artist, humans are
both creators and creations, and she
said, “When we open ourselves to
create from within our soul, a channel
moves us toward our personal divin-
ity, and a new inner landscape ap-
pears.”

This new “inner landscape” of
which the artist speaks is obvious in
the beauty of her oil paintings.

Ms. Malinsky brings together color
and form to present work that is spiri-

tually ethereal without the iconic qual-
ity evidenced by some religious art.

“Divinity has no logic. It cannot be
explained because there are no words

that can truly describe it,” said Ms.
Malinsky.

“That is why it can be better ex-
pressed [through images]. By articu-
lating my ideas, I move into a silent
state and look within my heart to
connect to the higher spirit,” she ex-
plained.

Ms. Malinsky holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree in media arts from Wiz
College of Design in Haifa, Israel.

This past May, she received a Mas-
ter of Arts degree in fine arts educa-
tion with an option in studio from
Kean University.

In the fall, she will work as a teacher
of creative art at Temple Emanu-El.

Her immediate goal as an artist is to
teach her students that the creative
process begins internally.

“My aspiration has been to influ-
ence, inspire and contribute to
children’s lives by demonstrating their
endless potential and the world of
opportunities,” she said. “That is the
central beauty and meaning of arts
education.”

Ms. Malinsky also sees the role of
art teacher as that of a catalyst.

“Being able to express creativity is
essential for growth; therefore, the
teacher must facilitate that process,”
she explained.

Ms. Malinsky has exhibited photo-
graphs and paintings at the Museum
of Israeli Art in Ramat Gan, Israel, as
well as in museums in Haifa and Tel
Aviv.

She has also written, produced, di-
rected and edited multiple short films
that have appeared on Israeli television.

“My film is a language about big
abstract things. It is a beautiful way
of saying things in their own lan-
guage. It gives you the ability to ex-
press feeling and thoughts that can-
not be shown in any other way,” she
said.

Ms. Malinsky compared the cin-
ema to music in that people can emo-
tionally experience both by listening.

“Cinema can be very abstract…but
people have a need to make intellec-
tual sense of it….they can find an
explanation from within if they just
allow that,” she said.

Audio-Described Program
Brings Theatre to the Blind

By KATIE ROGERS
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Three times each
year, Westfield resident Diane Fairfax,
along with other volunteers from the
Theater Project and Union County As-
sociation for the Blind, attend play re-
hearsals to gear up for presenting narra-
tions of theatrical productions for the
blind.

Ms. Fairfax has been coordinating
audio-described performances of plays
for the New Jersey Theater Alliance’s
“Theater Project” in Union County for
the past four years, a job she refers to as
“her baby.”

“This is so important to me as a
volunteer. I don’t volunteer to waste my
time. I receive so much joy when I see
how they are appreciating everything
that is being done. For them to come out
and be able to appreciate everything a
seeing person can see, it’s like the best
thing that ever happened,” she said

during a recent interview with The
Westfield Leader and The Times held at
Starbucks.

Throughout rehearsals, they take
notes on what is happening, aside from
dialogue, in order to allow the blind to
enjoy a night out at the theater.

“The audio describer explains what
is going on,” she said. “It’s really in-
volved – to the point where your timing
is everything. You can’t talk while the
actors are talking, but you try to give
them a visual, so when they hear laugh-
ter, they will know why everyone else is
laughing because they’re laughing, too.”

Blind attendees are given headsets
through which on-stage movement is
described to them. Ms. Fairfax said
they are given a designated section to
sit in while the production is being
performed.

Volunteers greet the blind patrons  at
the door upon their arrival and also
assist them during intermission. They

are also provided with free transporta-
tion from the local Lions clubs, as well
as free theater tickets from the Sun-
shine club, through the help of Kenneth
Mattfield from the Lions Club and
William Totten, president of the Union
County Association for the Blind.

“It’s a lot to cater, but it’s not a
bother. It’s really not,” she said. “You
hear them laughing or sometimes cry-
ing depending on what they’re hear-
ing, but it all comes together, and it’s
really so rewarding.”

Although the program was met with
some initial hesitation, she said it has
flourished over the years and has man-
aged to help many members of the
blind community and their families.

“When we first started volunteer-
ing, they said we would be lucky if we
had five people for each performance,”
Ms. Fairfax said. “I want you to know
we have had 25 for every perfor-
mance since then. I think they’ve re-
alized this program is very promis-
ing.”

She said in five years, she anticpates
the Theater Project will have full-
house performances for the blind.

“Right now, we have about half, so
in five years, we’re there,” she said.

As for how many people she has
helped over the years, Ms. Fairfax
said it is immeasurable.

“How do you put a number on a
person going home and telling their
family how much they’ve enjoyed the
performance?” she questioned. “The
family can only do so much for their
loved one.”

This program allows them to go out
on their own and experience a form of
entertainment they cannot get at home.

“These are quality shows,” Ms.
Fairfax said. “A lot of these shows
could be Off-Broadway, and I’m seri-
ous when I say that. Mark Spina is an
excellent director, and he brings so
much energy to the stage.”

This summer, through August 3,
the Theater Project is performing
Flaming Guns of the Purple Sage
(see review at left). In September, it
will be showing Defying Gravity.

“The people that come…have be-
come my friends, and I take it [per-
sonally]. They’re almost, in a sense,
my family,” Ms. Fairfax said.

Flaming Guns of the Purple
Sage Blaze Away at UCC

By STEVEN REILLY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Union County
College’s Professional Theater
Company’s production of Jane
Martin’s Flaming Guns of the Purple
Sage is an offbeat treat for adventur-
ous adult theatergoers.

Martin’s satirical play about an in-
jured rodeo cowboy and the woman

nursing him back to health is staged
on a back lot of the Cranford campus,
a perfect setting for a play written by
an author best known for avoiding the
public spotlight.

When the play begins, the audi-
ence is introduced to Big 8 and Rob-
Bob, as She-devil confronts them.
The colorful names of the outrageous
characters prepare the audience for
the exceptional dialogue and memo-
rable one-liners that the cast delivers
with professionalism in the backdrop
of an intimate single set.

Rob-Bob (Stephen Medvidick), a
young rodeo cowboy laid up from an
injury, is shacking up with the much
older nurse Big 8 (Bev Sheehan) in
her ramshackle of a home until he can
ride again. She-devil (Barbara Guidi)
– the abandoned, pregnant ex-girl-
friend of Big 8’s absent son, Lucifer
– is on the run from a “one-eyed
Ukrainian biker” named Black Dog
(Will Budnikov), her current lover.

Looking to escape a storm and the
pursuit of Black Dog, She-devil drops
in and wants to stay the night. Rob-
Bob is smitten and persuades Big 8 to
let her stay.

What follows is a mixture of hilar-
ity, slapstick and perversity. Dialogue,
meant for adults, is uncensored at

times and is not above crude or sexual
imagery occasionally. The actors are
up to the task, not only delivering the
quick one-liners, but also doing jus-
tice to the very physical nature of the
humor.

For instance, when Rob-Bob falls
in love with She-devil and guns down
Black Dog to save her, the task at
hand proves not so simple.

Wearing a red speedo, featuring a
double-holster belt, Rob-Bob kills in
style. After the one-eyed Ukranian is
shot multiple times, since he won’t
succumb to death easily, he is shoved
in a closet. This, of course, leads to a
conundrum faced in modern cinema
by characters in Fargo and Pulp Fic-
tion – how do we get rid of the body?

The cast delivers a great perfor-
mance with clean conversation and
perfect physical comedy that moves
the story to its happy ending. Rob-
Bob gets She-devil. Big-8 gets Donnie
Pride (Chris Wood), another young,
injured rodeo cowboy. And the audi-
ence gets a unique theater experi-
ence.

Director Mark Spina put together a
“Big Theater” show in a surprisingly
small setting that makes a perfect
night out for residents looking for
something different than the standard
date night of a movie and a dinner.

The show runs until August 3, and
seating is limited, so plan ahead of
time to see this great literary work
performed by an entertaining cast.
And while theatre is an enriching
experience for younger generations,
the adult nature of certain situations
makes this more appropriate for
grown-ups.

THERE’S A NEW SHERIFF IN TOWN...Sheriff Baxter Blue (Harry Patrick
Christian) proposes to his lady love Shirl (Angela Della Ventura), a professional
pig butcher, in The Theater Project’s production of Jane Martin’s comedy,
Flaming Guns of the Purple Sage. To purchase tickets, call Brown Paper Tickets
at (800) 383-3006, or visit brownpapertickets.com.

NJWA Offers Exotic
Hula Dancing Lessons
WESTFIELD – The spirit of Ha-

waii is returning to the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) in a
series of hula lessons, taught by in-
structor Ofelia Shore.

Trained in Polynesian dancing with
the Cora Doloroso Modeling School
in the Philippines, Ms. Shore has ap-
peared on TV performing Hula, Tahi-
tian and Maori dances.

The six-session course, for ages 7 to
adult, will be offered in 45-minute
classes, on Thursday evenings, July
10, 17, 24, 31, and August 7 and 14.
The early session, which runs from
6:30 - 7:15 p.m., is intended for begin-
ning students, while the 7:30 - 8:15
p.m. class is geared toward those who
have some hula dance experience.

The hula dance tells stories and is a
unique form of exercise that is low
impact, yet helps to strengthen the
body and relieve stress and tension.

Tuition for this course is $90 per
student, with a special discount rate of
$45 for a child (age 5 and older) who
enrolls with a parent in the same class.

The hula lessons will be held at the
NJWA, 150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Call the NJWA at (908)
789-9696 for registration information.

SIMPLY DIVINE...Irit Malinsky believes there is an interplay between the spiritual and artistic world. To the Westfield
artist, when humans take on the role of creators, a path to the divine emerges. Because “no words can describe” divinity,
art helps express the portion of the spiritual world that goes “beyond logic.”

Westfield resident Diane Fairfax helps
bring local theatre to the blind community.


