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Officials Opposed to Changes in
NJ Affordable Housing Rules
By: KATHERINE VOWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — The Senate on June 23
approved, by a tally of 21-16, the biggest overhaul of the state’s affordable
housing regulations in 20 years. The
legislation, A-500, regarding the revisions made to the Council on Affordable Housing (COAH), was passed in a
44-34-2 assembly vote, which mainly
fell along party lines.
Major changes in the bill are: the
elimination of Regional Contribution
Agreements (RCA); a 2.5 percent nonresidential development fee to fund
construction and renovation, and the
creation of a state commission to manage funding.
COAH also released revised growth
share rules stipulating that one affordable housing unit to be constructed for

every four market-rate units and for
every 16 jobs. Previous ratios were one
for every eight units and one for every
25 jobs, respectively.
Much of the controversy has surrounded the elimination of RCAs. The
RCA was a method for a fully developed town to meet its affordable housing quota by paying a neighboring community to build units where land is
available.
Towns like Westfield have used RCAs
to manage their growth, according to
Senator Tom Kean Jr. (LD-22,
Westfield), a Republican, who voted
against the bill.
“The concern is that the affordable
housing obligations could trump open
space and preserved areas,” Mr. Kean
said.
“A lot of the affordable housing num-

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader

IT’S A BLAST… Light rain didn’t dampen spirits as crowds watched Independence Day fireworks at Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

Residents Sue Planning Bd.
Over ‘Little Gatehouse’
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A group of Westfield
residents have filed a lawsuit against the
town’s planning board and a resident,
and are seeking a reversal of the board’s
approval to subdivide and create two
new building lots on Canterbury Lane
off of Wychwood Road. One of the lots
would feature a new home in front of the
smaller of two Gatehouses at the East
Broad Street entrance to Wychwood.
The board approved the application
in February, by a 6-1 tally, to subdivide
the existing lot into two lots, with the
applicant planning to construct a twostory, 4,000-square-foot English country manor-style home at 200 Canterbury Lane.
Residents Bruce Blumberg, Betty
List, William Tittle, Brian and Kathleen
Fitzpatrick, Amy Jester, Frank
MacPherson, Gail Teese, George
DeDominco and Siobhan Davey
brought the suit.
Mr. Fitzpatrick told The Westfield
Leader that the lawsuit alleges three
points whereby the board’s decision
should be reversed. The plaintiffs argue
that the front of the home is not
Wychwood Road but East Broad Street,
that the Marsella application “identified the wrong back lot” and that the
location of the new home creates a
safety issue.
The plaintiffs argue that the board
“erroneously” concluded and was “derelict” in its duties in determining the
front of the home is on East Broad.
“As early as September 14, 2006, the
subject property was considered to have
frontage on East Broad Street,” according to the lawsuit. The plaintiffs argue
that placing the front of the structure
on Wychwood “would allow [Ms.
Marsella] to construct a larger house

and closer to the perimeter roads if the
correct frontage (East Broad Street)
was designated as the frontage.”
The lawsuit states that the decision
was made by the town’s zoning officer
prior to the start of the board hearings
on the application.
The board, in its legal response, said
the board “admits that an issue arose as
to whether the property had frontage on
East Broad Street, but asserts that the
zoning officer and the planning board
concluded that the frontage of the property lies upon Wychwood Road.”
The plaintiffs argued that the variance should have been required for the
rear setback requirements, but because
the home was located on Wychwood it
became a variance-free application.
According to count two of the suit,
“The applicant intentionally circumvented the clear purpose of the zoning
ordinance by artificially creating a small
line segment on the proposed subdivided lot so as to create the illusion of a
rear lot line in the distant corner of the
irregularly shaped lot.” The plaintiffs
charge that Ms. Marsella was seeking
to “avoid a variance application.”
“This was almost like an artificially
created backline,” Ms. Jester said.
The planning board denied the allegation, according to its response to the
lawsuit.
In the third count, the plaintiffs also
cited the placement of the driveway
opposite the entryway to Wychwood as
“unsafe and hazardous.”
Another issue raised by the lawsuit
was historical significance of the
Wychwood area and the Gatehouse
properties.
“The Westfield Historic Preservation
Plan…describes the Wychwood area as a
“residential/suburban development creCONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Amanda Simmons for The Westfield Leader

OVERTURNING DECISION...Amy Jester, assignment editor Paul Peyton, Brian
Fitzpatrick and intern Marisa Stotter meet at The Westfield Leader office Friday to
discuss the “Little Gatehouse” project. Mr. Fitzpatrick and Ms. Jester, residents of
Wychwood, filed a lawsuit against the Town of Westfield, the planning board and
the applicant, seeking to overturn the planning board’s prior decision.

bers are flawed; they are based on 2002,
rather than last year’s data,” he added.
“Using aerial photographs taken in
2002, the Council on Affordable Housing has [mandated] municipalities to
build new housing on military bases,
nature preserves, college campuses and
even at highway medians and rest stops.”
Westfield GOP Councilman Jim
Foerst said that without the RCA, it
would be difficult for towns to satisfy
their affordable housing obligations
within their borders.
“It doesn’t make sense to force towns
to squeeze these affordable [housing]
obligations within their own borders
when there are towns looking to develop blighted areas, looking to have
some affordable units in their areas,”
Mr. Foerst said.
Mr. Foerst said builders who are
faced with a lack of available land and
restrictions on the scope of development “have the right to exercise a
‘builder’s remedy lawsuit’ and sue the
Town of Westfield and force us, under
the COAH law, to allow [them] to put in
50 [instead of the acceptable 16] units
because [they are] including affordable
units in the mix.”
Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD-22, Fanwood), a Democrat, also
voted against the bill, primarily because she “opposed the elimination of
RCA as part of the legislation.”
“I don’t believe that the legislation
will do what it was intended to do,” Ms.
Stender said. “I agree with the goals,
and there certainly is a need for affordable housing, but I did not agree with
this legislation as the solution.”
“We should be looking at more intense development in the already-developed areas of the urban communities that have the infrastructure in place,
instead of contributing to suburban
sprawl,” she added.
In a press release issued by the
Assembly Democratic Majority Office, Assembly Speaker Joseph Roberts (LD-5, Camden), who sponsored
the bill, stated, “New Jerseyans need
homes they can afford and jobs they
can reach. The state must lead by
example by expanding access to equitable and affordable housing.”
In that same press release, Assemblyman Jerry Green (LD-22, Plainfield),
who also sponsored the bill, stated,
“Low-income New Jersey families are
burdened by some of the highest rents
and housing costs in the nation. We
have a moral responsibility to countless
New Jerseyans – disabled residents,
families living on limited incomes and
senior citizens – to ensure access to
housing is safe and affordable.”
While many are concerned with
the elimination of RCAs, Michael
Cerra, senior legislative analyst for
the New Jersey League of Municipalities, said the shortfall for the commercial development fee would have
more of a statewide impact, since
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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CELEBRATING INDEPENDENCE…The Sons of the American Revolution color guard retreats after delivering the flag
at last Thursday’s concert by the Westfield Community Band at Mindowaskin Park. The color guard (front to rear) is
composed of Ken Ward of Westfield, Steve Clarke of Madison and Dick Blundin of North Plainfield.

Planning Board Approves ThreeHome Subdivision on Rahway Ave.
By KATIE ROGERS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Planning Board on Monday approved final
subdivision plans submitted by
Daunno Development Company of
Clark to build three, new single-family residences on Rahway Avenue in
Westfield. Currently, the property contains two homes and open land in the
rear.
The original proposal for the land
was brought before the board in November 2005, and developers returned
three years later seeking approval for
their final updated plans.
Attorney Alan Trembulak presented
the plans of Daunno Development
Company. Michael Lanzafama of
Casey and Keller Associates of
Millburn represented the new team of
engineers brought on board for the
final plans.
Mr. Lanzafama said errors in lot
estimation from the original plans have
been corrected and the current estimation is 20,056 square feet. He said the
county has reviewed loose ends from
the first site map, which show the
boundaries of the property and a new
public road. The new road will be a
cul-de-sac.
“We have secured all questions from
2005,” Mr. Lanzafama said.
Mr. Lanzafama and Mr. Trembulak
also announced to the board that plans
to develop have been agreed upon by
adjoining homes, and are therefore
eligible to move forward with the
project at the approval of the planning

Deerfield Graduates
Seventy-Seven Students
By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The parking
lot of Deerfield Middle School in
Mountainside was overflowing with
cars and guests last Wednesday to
attend the graduation of 77 of the
borough’s eighth graders.
The 39 boys and 38 girls were met
with thunderous applause and a few
whoops and yelps as they paraded
down an aisle flanked by their family
and friends.
In her opening remarks, class salutatorian Abigail Pires said “today is
the day we leave the place with most
of our childhood memories” as she
reminded her classmates that when
they first entered Deerfield “it seemed
like an eternity until we became big
eighth graders.”
Chief School Administrator
Jeanette Baubles, before honoring the
graduates, asked the crowd to honor
two former Deerfield students, Reid
Kelley and Nicholas Perez-Santalla,
who are currently serving in the military.
Ms. Baubles said she will “deeply
miss” this graduating class and reminded the students that “each and
everyone of us is a work in progress.”
The next principal of Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights, which the borough’s high
schoolers attend, Scott McKinney,
said he “can’t wait to see all the great
things you’ll accomplish as Highlanders.”
Sixty-four of the graduates will be

attending Governor Livingston. One
student is moving out of the area, five
will attend the Union County Magnet
High School in Scotch Plains, three
will attend the Union County VoTech’s Allied Health Services school,
one will go to the Vo-Tech’s Academy for Information Technology,
Mount Saint Mary’s Academy in
Watchung and Saint Joseph’s High
School in Metuchen.
The two-and-a-half hour ceremony
included the presentation of 25 awards
to 55 students. The awards ranged
from the Presidential Academic Fitness Award to the Arthur J. Brahm
Award from the borough’s historical
society.
The evening’s events were closed
with a speech by class valedictorian
Logan Turner.
“Most of what we have experienced, we’ve experienced together,”
he said. “That’s the advantage of a
small school. This will be the last
time we’ll graduate with a class where
we know everyone.”
After the recessional, the graduates and their guests enjoyed refreshments provided by the PTA and served
by the parents of the incoming eighth
grade class.
Graduation was the culmination of
a myriad of activities the students
enjoyed during their final year at
Deerfield including a two-day trip to
Washington, DC, a day-trip to New
York City to see the Broadway musical Grease, a pool party and a semiformal dance.

board.
“We have attained a tree removal
permit and the layout was Okayed by
the fire department,” Mr. Trembulak
said.
Rudolph Daunno, founder of
Daunno Development Company, described plans to build a preview home
before going ahead with the other two
homes.
“We call them preview homes, not
model homes, because no two homes
on the subdivision will look alike,”
Mr. Daunno said.
He said all site improvements in the
area will be completed within three to

four months, whereas the homes will
take between six and seven months to
build. The developers anticipate beginning to build in September.
The proposal was first approved by
board member Robert Newell and
given a second vote by town engineer
Kenneth Marsh.
With the board’s approval, the
Daunno group will move forward with
plans to take out a loan to begin work
on the project. The board will memorialize the plans on Aug. 4, 2008.
The subdivision, Forest Glen Realty Association, was previously
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Residents to Bear Sidewalk,
Curb Replacements Costs
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At last week’s public meeting, the Westfield Council
discussed upcoming changes to the
town’s curb and sidewalk replacement policies.
During the meeting’s public comment portion, Doris Chamberlain of
West Broad Street questioned the
council as to when the new proposed
sidewalk-improvement plan would
take effect.
Two weeks ago, the council discussed a preliminary policy change
in which the town would continue
both the sidewalk and curb improvement programs, but interested residents would fund the assessments in
full. In the past, it was a 50/50 venture
between the town and interested residents.
Mr. Gildea addressed Ms. Chamberlain and said the town would continue to perform the work, and residents can spread payment over three
years.
When asked if the town would only
apply the new fee structure to future
projects, Mr. Gildea responded, “At
this point, the intention is that any
current people on the waiting
list…would be subject to the new
policy.”

Mr. Gildea said no one would be
“grand-fathered” in to the previous
arrangement.
Though the council did not vote on
the sidewalk initiative last week and
will not formalize the matter until it
approves the next sidewalk improvement ordinance, the council has stated
its desire to move in this direction.
The council did, however, approve
the curbing change. Previously, replacement curbing was funded via
the 50/50 arrangement. Installing new
curbing has always been funded
through a 100 percent assessment to
property owners.
Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst, who chairs the Code Review
and Town Property Committee, said
at the meeting, “in good [economic]
times,” the previous 50/50 arrangement existed because the improvements benefited both the resident and
the town.
Mr. Foerst said in the current “hard
economic times,” the town is attempting to save tax dollars. He added that
discussions surrounding the
program’s removal took place, but
the committee decided that doing so
would not be “appropriate.”
Mr. Gildea told The Westfield
Leader that the town “still wanted to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

GW to Receive $250,000
In Additional State Aid
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood Borough Council announced on Tuesday
that it would receive $250,000 in extraordinary aid, pending a formal announcement by the state (on Wednesday). This additional aid will further
decrease the tax levy of the borough’s
2008 municipal budget.
Mayor Dennis McCarthy said he
was informed of the aid by District 21
legislators, Senator Tom Kean Jr. and
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick on Tuesday. Mr. Bramnick and Mr. Kean
spoke briefly during the meeting to
thank the mayor and council for their
joint efforts in securing the aid.
“We understand how hard it is to do

your job,” Mr. Bramnick said. “We’re
happy that the state recognizes how
important it is to help communities
like Garwood.”
Borough Council President and Finance Committee Chairwoman,
Kathleen Villaggio, said the additional
aid, combined with $251,550 in Consolidated Municipal Property Tax
Relief Aid and the budget cuts recommended by the finance committee, should result in an average tax
increase for municipal services of
$191 per home assessed at $100,000,
down from an estimate of $518 in the
initial budget.
“It’s going down $327 per $100,000
assessed household, on the average,”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Beth Budnick for The Westfield Leader

U.S.-MADE ENERGY NEEDED…Republican State Senator and Seventh Congressional District candidate Leonard Lance addresses the media and supporters
at a press conference on rising gasoline prices held Tuesday at a Sunoco gas station
in Cranford. At left is GOP U.S. Senate candidate Richard Zimmer.

Zimmer, Lance Support
More U.S.-Made Energy
By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Republican United
States Senate candidate Richard Zimmer
and Republican State Senator and Seventh Congressional District candidate
Leonard Lance met at the Sunoco Station in Cranford on Centennial Avenue

WF Council
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promote sidewalk replacement and
be pedestrian-friendly. We wanted
people to still have the ability to take
advantage of the program, which will
help them get a better price.”
When asked if the policy change
may cause individuals to forego using the town for replacement projects,
Mr. Gildea said he “would not be
surprised if they chose not to work
with the town and do it on their own.
If that’s the case, it’s less money we
have to budget.”
Mr. Gildea told The Leader that
there will not be “immediate savings” from the change in policy; however, he explained that it would save
the town future debt service for capital improvements.
Sharon Stockwell, representing
WECARE (Westfielders Concerned
About Responsible Development),
asked at the meeting if any “serious
consideration” had been given to the
group’s suggestion to establish a vacant building registry as a way to
generate revenue.
She had suggested, earlier this year,
that the town create an ordinance
that, among its functions, would define the term “vacant building” and
establish a permit process for registering such buildings with the town.
Mr. Foerst responded to Ms.
Stockwell that her suggestion would
be considered in due time but remains item 16 of 19 on the Code
Review and Town Property
Committee’s agenda.

Tuesday morning to discuss rising gas
prices and the November election.
Mr. Zimmer, who served in Congress
12 years ago, spoke first, criticizing Democrat Senator Frank Lautenberg’s recent
“recess” on July Fourth weekend to the
Hamptons while New Jerseyans were
“shelling out” $4 or more at the pump.
Mr. Zimmer called for more American-made energy, and said that Congress
“needs to address the soaring expenses”
that Americans are paying for gas.
He encouraged New Jersey residents
to send their gas receipts — “like these
here,” he said, fanning his own receipts
— to his office, to pass on to Mr.
Lautenberg.
Mr. Lance said he was opposed to
reinstating the gas tax, and said he was
“critical” of Governor Jon Corzine considering such a tax.
He also said Washington was led by a
“do-nothing Democrat Congress,” an oftrepeated phrase through his remarks.
Mr. Lance said he was environmentally conscious, so much so that he had
been criticized for his views during the
recently concluded seven-candidate Republican Primary. He called for a bipartisan and environmental response to the
current gas crisis, while also remaining
fiscally responsible.
Mr. Lance and Mr. Zimmer then took
questions, one of which inquired about
their fiscal responsibility. In response,
Mr. Lance spoke about his “Lance
Amendment.” Such an amendment, he
said, would prohibit further borrowing
for the State of New Jersey.
Both Mr. Zimmer and Mr. Lance also
said they are opposed to off-shore drilling in New Jersey.
Mr. Zimmer, however, said he
“wouldn’t stand in the way” of off-shore
drilling in states such as Florida or Mississippi, where he said such drilling already occurs off the Gulf of Mexico.

Erratum
The Leader report last week that
the Westfield Memorial Library has
taken on 25 percent, or $25,000, of the
recreation department’s budget. While
the percentage of the library’s commitment is accurate, the department’s
overall budget is $25,000.

Scotch Plains Dems Name
Mullen to Replace Samuel
By FRED T. ROSSI

few years. She and her husband, Scott
Phillips, a captain in the Kenilworth PoSCOTCH PLAINS — Township
lice Department, have three young chilDemocrats last week selected attorney
dren. “I really am committed to running
Theresa Mullen to replace Richard
a positive campaign,” she told The Times.
Samuel as the
Ms. Mullen has
party’s candidate
practiced as a trial
for township counlawyer in New Jercil in this fall’s musey for 14 years and
nicipal election.
is an officer of the
Ms. Mullen will
Union County Bar
face Republican
Association, and
Mary DePaola for
presently the cothe council seat,
chairperson of the
currently held by
county bar’s Civil
two-term RepubliPractice Committee.
can
Paulette
She was also a memCoronato, who
ber of the Scotch
chose not to seek
Plains Memorial
re-election.
Day Committee.
Mr. Samuel quit
The mayoral race
the race late last
is headed by Counmonth, citing percilman
Kevin
sonal time conGlover for the
straints and a desire
Democrats
and
to be involved with
Deputy
Mayor
Theresa Mullen
the presidential and
Nancy Malool for
congressional campaigns.
the Republicans.
Township Clerk Barbara Riepe con“I’m delighted to be running on the
firmed that Ms. Mullen filed her canditicket with Councilman Kevin Glover for
dacy paperwork with the Union County
Mayor,” Ms. Mullen said in a statement
Clerk’s Office.
last week. “I support his pledge, and comMs. Mullen told The Scotch Plainsmitment to holding local government acFanwood Times this week that she has
countable for its spending and for stabilizbeen active in the local Democratic Party ing taxes. I truly believe we can make
since moving to Scotch Plains five years
Scotch Plains even better. It’s time for
ago, and has been a committee represenchange, it’s time to chart a new course, we
tative for the 14th District for the past
can do better, we will do better.”
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Ms. Villaggio said.
Ms. Villaggio said that the borough
would adjust residents’ tax bills in their
fourth quarter bills. Ms. Villaggio also
said that the council would hold a new
public hearing on the amended portions of the budget at a later meeting.
During the council’s workshop session, Gene Jannotti, co-owner of
Unique Cruise and Travel on Center
Street in the borough, addressed the
council regarding an issue with the
concrete gabion on the property.
Mr. Jannotti said the gabion at the
site is “sagging and bulging out,”
which he believes is leading to erosion and creates a public safety issue.
“The gabion is moving, sagging,
shifting, bulging in that area,” Mr.
Jannotti said. “That can only lead to
more serious problems.”
Mr. Jannotti previously addressed
the council during the June 24 meeting about the erosion of his parking
lot due to the Garwood Brook. Mr.
Jannotti said that gabion is contributing to erosion since it is lower than
the soil level. Mr. Jannotti produced
pictures of the site for the council and
said he has had two independent engineers inspect the property.
“By building the gabion lower than
the soil, it created the embankment,”
Mr. Jannotti said.
Councilman Keith Sluka offered to
inspect the site to see the problem
first hand.

Borough engineer Don Guarriello
said that his opinion of the problem
has not changed, since he still feels
the ultimate issue causing the erosion
is the elevation of the parking lot and
the lack of curbing.
“You can’t build a parking lot a
foot and a half above something with
nothing to hold it in place,” Mr.
Guarriello said.
During the open comment portion
of the meeting, Charles Lombardo, a
former councilman and current vicechairman of the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority, delivered a report to
the council. During his report, Ms.
Villaggio asked Mr. Lombardo if the
borough’s anticipated payment to the
RVSA would lessen in 2009 due to
lower water usage in the borough.
Mr. Lombardo said that although there
would still be an increase, the percentage increase would likely be
lower.
“I think right now we will see a
slight decrease in our anticipated budget for 2009,” Mr. Lombardo said.
In other business, the council approved an ordinance charging a fee
of $175 for the solemnization of
marriages and civil unions. The borough also introduced an ordinance
relating to the defined contribution
retirement program. The council will
hold a public hearing on this ordinance during its Tuesday, August 12
meeting.

COAH Changes Met With
Local Officials’ Opposition
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the number of towns currently entered
into a RCA is relatively small.
“The 2.5 percent commercial development fee pays for a fraction of the housing that COAH is projecting will be generated by commercial development,” said
Mr. Cerra. “Without the state identifying
different funding sources, we can only
draw the conclusion that local taxpayers
will be asked to make up the difference.”
Democrat Colleen Mahr, mayor of
Fanwood and president of the New Jersey Conference of Mayors, said one of
her main objections to the restrictions
was the 2.5 percent cap placed on commercial development.
“I think it will put a tremendous burden on the municipalities, which will
translate into more money that we will
have to spend, which could result in higher
property taxes to meet the mandated obligations,” Mayor Mahr said.
Fanwood and other municipalities will
join the League of Municipalities in its
lawsuit to legally challenge the legislation.
The League of Municipalities also ob-

jects to the creation of the State Housing
Commission.
“We (League of Municipalities) honestly
don’t think the way to streamline and improve affordable housing policy is to create
additional bureaucracy,” Mr. Cerra said.
According to Mr. Foerst, the creation
of the new “bureaucracy” is another example of how the state “ties our hands,
takes our money, [and] allocates it as they
see fit.”
“They’re (the state) now taking our
money, and they may give it to somebody
else in our region who we’re forbidden to
work with,” Mr. Foerst said. “It really
penalizes all of the local governments.”
In a June 29 Star-Ledger article, Senator Ray Lesniak (LD-20, Elizabeth), a
prime sponsor of the bill, said, “I don’t
think the munipalities have anything to
worry about, if anything, they’ll have
more funds. It will be a more comprehensive one-stop-shopping approach for affordable-housing dollars.”
Michael Pollack contributed to this
article.

Residents Sue Board
Over ‘Gatehouse’ Decision
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ated in the late 1920’s as a fantasy-cometrue development.” It notes the “unique”
entrance to Wychwood created by the
location of the two ‘Gatehouse’ properties which sit across the street from each
other on the northern section of their
lots.” The lawsuit states that the Gatehouse
“form a symmetrical, unique and historic
entry way into the Wychwood area.”
Planning Board Attorney Russell
Finestein, in filing a legal response to the
lawsuit, said the board “denies the allegations” of historic significance of the property and the Gatehouses.
According to the lawsuit, “The applicant
seeks to subdivide the lot of the smaller
Gatehouse and build a new, larger structure
in what is now the open area in front of it,
essentially obscuring the smaller Gatehouse
from the view as you enter Wychwood.”
The board denied this allegation in its
legal response, stating, “The defendant asserts that the smaller Gatehouse cannot be

viewed under conditions as one enters
Wychwood, and accordingly, deny the allegations.”
The lawsuit contends that the new home
is “twice the size of the smaller Gatehouse.”
The planning board said it “neither admits
nor denies” that allegation.
The plaintiffs charged in the lawsuit that
the board “trivialized the historical significance of the existing Gatehouses in favor of
the economic interest of the applicant.”
Mr. Fitzpatrick said the case focuses on
the zoning code. “The town made a decision
and the planning board followed it.”
“You’re going to destroy that entryway
into Wychwood by putting a house on that
lot. It was not designed for that. It was not
intended for that,” Mr. Fitzpatrick said.
Ms. Jester called the proposed subdivision “self-serving and offensive.”
The plaintiffs are seeking reimbursement
for the cost of the suit, including “reasonable attorney fees.”

Clark Parkway Circle
Project Nears Completion
By KATIE ROGERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CLARK – The eight-month-long project
of renovating the traffic circle off Garden
State Parkway exit 135 is nearly complete,
leaving locals questioning its success.
The renovation added four traffic lights
to the circle to ease confusion and regulate traffic flow, as well as a connector
road for drivers through the middle of the
circle itself.
The northbound exit ramps have been
widened, and line striping has been added
to control lanes. The project is set to be
complete by July 15, and its cost tops out
at $4,289,000.
Joe Orlando, spokesman for the New
Jersey Turnpike Authority, said construction began at the circle to help alleviate
what he called a “traffic nightmare.”
“I can’t think of too many areas that
were as maligned as the Clark circle,” Mr.
Orlando said. “We received a lot of hate
mail about that area.”
He said since the construction has been
underway and the new traffic pattern has
become operational, these reactions have
been countered.
“I think the best type of feedback is no
negative feedback,” Mr. Orlando said.
“The hate mail has stopped. Some said
construction was causing backups, but I
think people are generally satisfied.”
Westfield town councilman Mark
Ciarrocca, chairman of the council’s public safety, transportation and parking commission, said he believes the project’s
effects cannot be seen until sometime
after Labor Day.
“Traffic is typically lighter in the summer,” Mr. Ciarrocca said. “The proof will
be when it’s not summer anymore. It’s
not fair to gauge it until construction is
complete.”
Clark resident Arthur Purdy said he
uses the circle everyday in his travels and
feels the endeavor has led to a more
congested and confusing area.
“It was never backed up before,” Mr.

Purdy said. “I think they could have saved
a lot of money, engineering and inconvenience by not doing this.”
He said the new project will take some
getting used to before traffic clears up.
Francis Lichowid, also a Clark resident,
said she has been avoiding the area all
together until construction is complete.
“I did use it once,” Ms. Lichowid said.
“But it’s very confusing. I would like to
go to Target or Marshalls [on Central
Avenue] over there. I’m sure it will be
better when they get it running.”
Mr. Ciarrocca said complaints from
residents regarding congestion and confusion are commonplace after undertakings such as the traffic circle.
“There will be inconvenience anytime
there is a project,” he said. “That traffic
circle was a mess. You hope, at the end of
the day, there will be an improvement.”
Mr. Orlando said the Turnpike Authority believes this is the end to traffic issues
that once plagued the Clark circle.
“This is the end,” he said. “We think this
will be the solution. I don’t see us breaking
out the hammers and nails again after this.”
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owned by Carl and Olga Peschke, who
currently live in one of the homes on
the property. The Peschke’s have
signed a contract purchase with
Daunno, which will go into effect after the memorialization.
The planning board also approved a
resolution from the hearing last month
of Jaime Chaves of Xocolatz cafe. The
applicant was granted approval for a
modification of utilization and associated variances and waivers to use the
premises of former Annie’s Gourmet
Kitchen at 235 Elmer Street for the
purposes of a restaurant.

Martin Sweeney for The Westfield Leader

TRICKS OF THE TRADE…One of the New Jersey Ironmen’s star indoor soccer
players, Andre Berenzon, visited the BFUT soccer camp on June 27 at Houlihan
Field in Westfield to share tips about the game and tell stories about his life
growing up in Brazil. The campers are in the U 9/10 age group and were very
willing listeners. Andre plays forward for the team.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Monday, June 30, Tudor Bailey, 41, of
Newark was arrested in the area of North
Avenue and Charles Street on an outstanding Perth Amboy criminal warrant.
He was released after posting $2,500
bail.
Tuesday, July 1, Stephen Newton, 25,
of Westfield was arrested on two outstanding motor vehicle warrants after
police responded to a noise complaint on
the 900 block of Central Avenue. The
warrants were from Garwood and Newark, with bail amounts of $120 and $250,
respectively. He was released after posting bail.
Tuesday, July 1, Noel Sanchez, 30, of
New Brunswick was arrested on the 500
block of South Avenue, West, on an
outstanding New Brunswick motor vehicle warrant. He was released after posting $550 bail.
Wednesday, July 2, merchandise with
an approximate value of $112 was reported stolen from a South Avenue liquor store.
Friday, July 4, following a motor vehicle stop at Stirling Place and Cacciola
Place, Mark D. Walker, 2nd, 21, of Neptune was arrested on two outstanding
Asbury Park warrants – one traffic and
one criminal – with a total bail of $600.
He was released on his own recognizance as per the Asbury Park Municipal
Court.
Friday, July 4, Merih Yavuz, 22, of
Westfield was arrested on an outstanding Cranford traffic warrant following a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue,
West, and Tuttle Parkway. He was released after posting $81 bail.
Friday, July 4, Gordon Grau, 49, of
Mountainside was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after police received a report of a man
sleeping behind the wheel of a running
motor vehicle on the 900 block of South
Avenue, West. Grau was issued a summons and released on his own recognizance to a responsible person.
Saturday, July 5, Juan Pablo Villalta,
29, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with the display of false government documents and the possession
of false government documents during
an investigation subsequent to a motor
vehicle stop on the 600 block of East
Broad Street.
Police identified the documents involved as a fraudulent Social Security
card and a fraudulent resident alien card.
Villalta was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and committed to the Union County jail on default of $1,500 bail.
Saturday, July 5, Wilmer Castillo, 37,
of Bound Brook was arrested on two
outstanding Bound Brook traffic warrants after a motor vehicle stop at the
north side Westfield train station. He
was released after posting a total of $178
bail.
Saturday, July 5, Oscar A. Moreno,
27, of Plainfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters pursuant to an outstanding Plainfield traffic warrant. He
was released after posting $250 bail.
Saturday, July 5, a resident of
Stoneleigh Park reported the burglary of
his motor vehicle and the theft of multiple compact disks and a radar detector.
The total value of the missing items is
$132. The burglary occurred while the
vehicle was parked in front of the victim’s
home.
Sunday, July 6, Sarahmi Mena, 29, of
Westfield was arrested on an outstanding criminal warrant from Union Township after police responded to a report of
a disturbance at a municipal lot on Central Avenue. Mena posted $634 bail and
was released.
Scotch Plains
Thursday, July 3, a resident of Highlander Drive reported cut electrical wires
he noticed on his walk home. Other acts
of vandalism were reported earlier in the
week.
Thursday, July 3, a resident of Harding
Road reported that someone smashed a
window in the rear door of his house.
Friday, July 4, Manuel D. Cardoza,
18, of Elizabeth was arrested in
Jerseyland Park and charged with underage consumption of an alcoholic beverage and possession of fireworks. He was
processed and released with a summons,
police said.
Friday, July 4, a resident of Westfield
Road reported that someone entered his
unlocked vehicle and removed a cobra
GPS unit, two cell phones and a Dewalt
cordless drill.
Sunday, July 5, a resident of
Flemington reported that while visiting a
friend on Lamberts Mill Road over 30
music compact discs were taken from
her unlocked vehicle.
Mountainside
Tuesday, July 1, a vendor notified
police of a situation involving a bounced
check in the amount of $10,451. The
victim reported that he was contacted by
the election committee for Frank
Lautenberg and asked to complete an
order for campaign merchandise (ponchos). According to police, the ponchos
were delivered and the check the victim
was given was returned for insufficient
funds on several occasions. Senator
Lautenberg’s office had not returned the
victim’s phone calls at press time.

Tuesday, July 1, a patron of a Route 22
theater reported discovering her driver’s
side door lock was damaged upon returning to the vehicle after the movie.
According to police, when she approached the car, she noticed two black
males standing by the vehicle, who fled
in a small silver vehicle with a fin on the
back.
Sunday, July 6, police responded to
Summit Road on a report of a gun being
pointed at a pedestrian by the driver of a
vehicle. According to police, as the victim waited to cross the street, the driver
of silver vehicle pointed a black handgun
at her from chest level. The victim reported to authorities that she distinctly
heard a click as the suspect passed by,
but no shots were fired.
Monday, July 7, Ernest G. Williams,
55, of Newark was arrested at the Essex
County jail on a warrant in the amount of
$1,026.
Fanwood
Sometime between Saturday, June 28,
and Tuesday, July 1, a resident in the 100
block of Willow Road reported that someone removed her purse from her vehicle
while it was parked and locked in the
driveway.
Tuesday, July 1, Anthony P. Moskal,
20, of Scotch Plains was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on Farley Avenue on an outstanding warrant out of
Fanwood. According to police, he posted
bail and was released.
Wednesday, July 2, Albert M. Wright,
43, of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding Plainfield warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on the 500 block of North
Avenue. According to police, he posted
bail and was released.
Wednesday, July 2, a Trenton Avenue
resident reported that someone made $783
worth of unauthorized purchases on his
credit card. Authorities said, the incident
is being investigated by the police, as well
as the credit card company.
Thursday, July 3, William Bamrick,
84, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
According to police, he was processed
and released to a responsible adult.
Friday, July 4, Jose G. Reyes, 38, of
Rahway was arrested on an outstanding
Paterson warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road. According to police,
he posted bail and was released.
Saturday, July 5, Marco Valladeras,
19, was arrested and charged with theft
and possession of burglary tools. According to police, he was processed and turned
over to the Customs and Immigration
Enforcement Agency after an investigation revealed he was in the country illegally.
Saturday, July 5, Mario E. Alvarez, 21,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with theft, possession of burglary tools
and breaking and entering vehicles parked
in a business lot in the 100 block of South
Avenue. According to police, he was processed and released.
Saturday, July 5, Oscar Ortega, 22, of
New Brunswick was arrested and charged
with an outstanding South Plainfield warrant after a motor vehicle stop on the 100
block of South Avenue. According to
police, he posted bail and was released.
Sometime between 9 p.m. on Thursday, July 3, and 5 a.m. on Friday, July 4,
a resident on the 100 block of Midway
Avenue reported that someone slashed
three of the tires on her vehicle and
scratched obscenities into the paint with a
sharp object.
Sunday, July 6, someone reported that a
bicycle valued at $150 was stolen from a
front yard on the 100 block of Watson Road.
Monday, July 7, a resident in the 70
block of Forest Road reported that someone removed approximately $155 worth
of DVDs from her vehicle while it was
parked in the driveway. According to
police, the victim was uncertain if the
vehicle was locked at the time, although
there was no sign of forced entry.

Lincoln School Adds
New Restrooms
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Lincoln School will
have 20 restrooms in total. As specified
by law, each kindergarten and pre-school
classroom must have one bathroom, as
will Lincoln in each of its 15 classrooms.
According to architect Geogre Duthie,
there were four or five bathrooms prior to
the renovations.
The new early childhood learning center will also have one bathroom in the
hallway on each of the three floors, one in
the nurse’s office and one in the main
office. Each restroom will have one toilet
and one sink and all are handicap accessible.
The building has an elevator that
reaches all three floors and there is a
handicap ramp at the outside entrance.
Bob Berman, business administrator
for the Westfield school district, told The
Westfield Leader last Friday that “we had
to add them [bathrooms] to the classrooms” as part of the renovations. He also
said he believes the original building had
bathrooms on the first and third floors.
The next board of education meeting is
Tues., August 26, at 8 p.m. in the board
room at 302 Elm Street.
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Officials Opposed to Changes
In NJ Affordable Housing Rules
By: KATHERINE VOWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — The State Senate on June
23 approved, by a tally of 21-16, the
biggest overhaul of the state’s affordable housing regulations in 20 years.
The legislation, A-500, regarding the
revisions made to the Council on Affordable Housing (COAH), was
passed in a 44-34-2-Assembly vote,
which mainly fell along party lines.
Major changes in the bill are: the
elimination of Regional Contribution
Agreements (RCA); a 2.5 percent
non-residential development fee to
fund construction and renovation; and
the creation of a state commission to
manage funding.
COAH also released revised growth

share units rules stipulating that one
affordable housing unit to be constructed for every four market-rate units
and for every 16 jobs. Previous ratios
were one for every eight units and one
for every 25 jobs, respectively.
Much of the controversy has surrounded the elimination of RCAs.
The RCA was a method for a fully
developed town to meet its affordable
housing quota by paying a neighboring community to build units where
land is available.
Towns like Westfield have used
RCAs to manage their growth, according to Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD22, Westfield), a Republican, who
voted against the bill.
“The concern is that the affordable

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

IT’S A BLAST… Light rain didn’t dampen spirits as crowds watched Independence Day fireworks at Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

Fanwood Council Approves
Police Dispatcher Ordinance
By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at
their regular monthly meeting Tuesday night, approved an ordinance that
could result in the hiring of police
dispatchers.
Prior to a public hearing and approval of the measure on second reading, Councilman Bruce Walsh explained that the ordinance “establishes the position of police dispatcher
in the future, should the mayor and
council wish to do so.”
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
set Fanwood and Kenilworth are the
only two Union County municipalities that do not have dispatchers. “I
think that speaks volumes,” she said.
During the hearing on the measure,
other opinions were voiced.
Watson Road resident David
Pickering spoke against the ordinance,
referencing the borough’s ongoing
budget discussions.
“You don’t need the position unless you’ve already decided to get rid
of police officers and replace them
with dispatchers,” he said.
“I don’t want us to be less protected
[to save] dollars,” said Mr. Pickering,
adding, “You get what you pay for.”
“If you adopt this [ordinance],” he
continued, “that sends a clear message that we’re ready [to lay off police officers], and I think that’s a huge
mistake.”
Gavin Sheehan, with PBA Local
123, said, “We’re not opposed to the
borough
council
hiring
dispatchers…to supplement and add
to the police department.” However,
he said, the police union was “strongly

opposed” to hiring them to replace
officers.
Woodland Avenue resident Tom
Tzerefos credited Fanwood police officers with saving his life during a medical emergency.
“I urge you to reconsider making any
cutbacks,” he said, referencing police
and public works personnel. “Keep them
where they are; we need them,” he
stated.
Councilman Anthony Parenti, the
borough’s former police chief, said the
idea of hiring police dispatchers has
been “on the back burner” for at least 10
years.
“Is [the ordinance] designed to replace police officers? Absolutely not,”
said Councilman Parenti. “It’s designed
to supplement the officers we already
have.”
The governing body later approved a
separate measure to explore options for
shared services grant funding that could
help pay for dispatchers.
Councilman Walsh, who also is the
borough’s police commissioner, said,
“I strongly disagree with the inference
that we have already made up our mind
[about layoffs].”
“I would much rather have a police
officer on the street than answering a
telephone, and that’s why we’re doing
this,” the councilman said.
During her comments on the issue,
Mayor Mahr said, “Just like people are
doing in their households, they expect
us to do more with less.” She added
that, “we have struggled” during ongoing budget deliberations.
“You may not agree with everything,
but you have to understand the situation
we’re in,” she said.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Courtesy of Stanley Biner

CAR FIRE...On Monday, July 7, at approximately 6:30 a.m., police and fire
personnel responded to reports of a car fire on Herbert Avenue and Second Street
in Fanwood. The car sustained damage of an undetermined amount. It was thought
to be owned by a commuter outside of town using the Fanwood train station.

housing obligations could trump open
space and preserved areas,” Mr. Kean
said.
“A lot of the affordable housing
numbers are flawed; they are based
on 2002, rather than last year’s data,”
he added. “Using aerial photographs
taken in 2002, the Council on Affordable Housing has [mandated] municipalities to build new housing on
military bases, nature preserves, college campuses and even at highway
medians and rest stops.”
Westfield GOP Councilman Jim
Foerst said that without the RCA, it
would be difficult for towns to satisfy
their affordable housing obligations
within their borders.
“It doesn’t make sense to force
towns to squeeze these [housing] affordable obligations within their own
borders when there are towns looking
to develop blighted areas, looking to
have some affordable units in their
areas,” Mr. Foerst said.
Mr. Foerst said builders who are
faced with a lack of available land
and restrictions on the scope of development “have the right to exercise a
‘builder’s remedy lawsuit’ and sue
the Town of Westfield and force us,
under the COAH law, to allow [them]
to put in 50 [instead of the acceptable
16] units because [they are] including
affordable units in the mix.”
Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD-22, Fanwood), a Democrat, also
voted against the bill, primarily because she “opposed the elimination
of RCA as part of the legislation.”
“I don’t believe that the legislation
will do what it was intended to do,”
Ms. Stender said. “I agree with the
goals, and there certainly is a need for
affordable housing, but I did not agree
with this legislation as the solution.”
“We should be looking at more
intense development in the alreadydeveloped areas of the urban communities that have the infrastructure in
place, instead of contributing to suburban sprawl,” she added.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH...John Celardo, right, accepts a portrait of Fanwood’s historic train station from
Councilman Bruce Walsh. Mr. Celardo, who has been active for years with the planning board and in historic preservation
initiatives, was honored at the July 8 council meeting. Councilman Walsh said Mr. Celardo, through his volunteer work,
“epitomizes what it means to be a resident of Fanwood.” Mayor Mahr called him “a really special Fanwoodian.”

Scotch Plains Council OK’s
Salaries for Police, Public Works
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
council on Tuesday introduced three
ordinances that set salaries and salary
ranges for police department personnel
as well as public works, recreation and
other township employees.
The police department’s multi-year
contract, which covers all personnel
with powers of arrest except for Police Chief Brian Mahoney, is set to
expire at the end of this year, and the
PBA requested and received a oneyear extension through 2009 with the
same salary increase as in 2008.
According to Township Manager
Thomas Atkins, the average salary
increase will be about 3.52 percent.
He told the council he believes “it’s a
good settlement,” and that the PBA

Borough Moving Ahead
To Fix Pipes on Belvidere Ave.
By SARA MAGNOLA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Borough Council received a report at its
July 1 from Dan Madden, who was
filling in for Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor, regarding the new drainage pipes being installed along
Belvidere Avenue, during their agenda
setting meeting on July 1.
“I have crawled in there personally
and can tell you firsthand that the
pipes are deformed, but are not collapsing,” Mr. Madden said. The company who was contracted to clear the
pipes of debris and run a liner along
the interior of the canal discovered
that some areas of the pipe had been
crushed when originally installed.
This, in conjunction with a large
amount of built-up debris, caused the
pipes to rust, resulting in a 400-foot
area where the bottom has been completely rusted through. The large
amounts of debris included several
“bowling ball sized stones that [didn’t]
get there naturally,” Mr. Madden said.
Mr. Madden reported that Mr. Pryor
recommended creating a cementbased channel to seal disconnected
joints in the piping and prevent further soil migration in the compromised areas. While the project will be
more intensive than originally
thought, the contracted company has
agreed to complete the work for the
same amount of money, but was asking for immediate approval from the
council, since they have completed
the rest of the work and plan to “demobilize” in the next couple of days.
Borough Attorney Dennis Estis said
he needs to thoroughly assess the
situation to determine if the nature of
the change would require a new bid.
The council also discussed a request
from the Fanwood Police Department
to implement a new parking ordinance
on Birchwood Terrace due to an increase in traffic. The proposed ordinance would prohibit parking on both
sides of the street during school hours
on the block-long cul-de-sac, which is
located directly next to the west side of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
and gets “triple” the traffic during the
school hours, according to Councilman David Valian. The council decided
to meet with street residents to get their
feedback, before proceeding further
with the new ordinance.
In new business, the council dis-

cussed possible authorization of liens
on three residential properties, which
have apparently been abandoned. The
properties are located on Terrill Road,
Saville Row and Herbert Avenue. In
response to neighbors’ complaints,
notices were sent to the residences
via certified mail, but were returned,
prompting the borough to send the
Department of Public Works to clean
up outdoor debris and overgrown
lawns and shrubs.
When questioned about the amount
of money required, Borough Clerk
Eleanor McGovern told the council it
could cost up to $500 per property
and reported that only one of the three
properties has been paying taxes.
Also, in new business the Fanwood
Memorial Library has expressed a
desire to no longer be one the
borough’s voting locations and suggested that the elections be held at the
Forrest Park building instead. The
library, which remained open during
voting last year for heightened exposure, apparently hosted a knitting
group who was disturbed by election
workers.
The park’s facilities, which may be
a “more central location,” according
to Mr. Estis, could potentially pose a
problem due to the distance people
would have to walk from the parking
lot to the building. Ms. McGovern
told the council that the issue will not
affect this year’s election, which will
be held at the library due to insufficient time to establish a new polling
site.
Councilman Bruce Walsh reported
on a presentation recently given to
the shared services committee about
a reverse 911 program, which would
allow citizens to be automatically
notified via phone, e-mail or text
message of any public service notification or in the case of an emergency.
The company that gave the presentation implements the program digitally through the Internet, allowing
for specific areas to be targeted and
mass-alerted when necessary.
The program, which Councilman
Anthony Parenti described as a “nobrainer,” would be significantly more
cost-effective if Scotch Plains Township and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education sign up for it as
well, since it would reduce the initial
setup costs from over $5,000 to $3,000
per entity.

believes likewise.
The contract with the Scotch Plains
Public Works and Recreation Association, which encompasses skilled
blue-collar employees, sets out a salary increase schedule for about 16
separate job titles through mid-2010.
Mr. Atkins said during negotiations,
the union had asked for a no-layoff
guarantee in exchange for lower salary increases.
But Mr. Atkins, who has been warning the council of tough financial
times for township finances in coming years, told the council at its meeting on Tuesday, that “prospects of
layoffs is a reality you might — and I
stress, might — have to resort to” in
coming years if cutting appropriations is the only way to achieve a
balanced municipal budget.
The salary ordinance covering library and several other job titles includes a salary range for the yet-tobe-hired manager of the new Special
Improvement District of $10,000 to
$60,000.
All three ordinances will be voted
on after public hearings on Tuesday,
August 12.
In other business, Mayor Martin
Marks said the township council is
“on the precipice” of naming a new
municipal manager to succeed Mr.
Atkins, who is retiring at the end of
August after 28 years at the helm. The

mayor said an announcement would
likely be made “sometime in the next
few weeks.” The council has spent
the last several months interviewing
candidates for the position.
Earlier in the evening, at its conference meeting, the council discussed a
memorandum from Township Attorney Brian Levine that concluded that
Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool does
not have any conflict of interest in
regard to the recently approved ordinance establishing an SID.
At the public hearing last month, it
was alleged that Mrs. Malool, an attorney with downtown offices within
the SID boundaries, would directly
benefit from being part of the SID. In
order to prevent any perception of a
conflict, she recused herself from the
council’s vote, which was 3-to-1 in
favor of approving the ordinance.
Mr. Levine said that N.J.S.A.
40A:9-22.5(i) states that “no local
government officer shall be deemed
in conflict…if no material or monetary gain acrrues to him as a member
of any business, profession, occupation or group, to any greater extent
than any gain could reasonably be
expected to accrue to any other member of such business, profession, occupation or group.”
He told the council Mrs. Malool is
“not in any different position than
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Scotch Plains Dems Name
Mullen to Replace Samuel
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Democrats last week selected attorney Theresa Mullen to replace Richard Samuel as the party’s candidate
for township council in this fall’s
municipal election.
Ms. Mullen will face Republican
Mary DePaola for the council seat,
currently held by two-term Republican Paulette Coronato, who chose
not to seek re-election.
Mr. Samuel quit the race late last
month, citing personal time constraints and a desire to be involved
with the presidential and congressional campaigns.
Township Clerk Barbara Riepe con-

firmed that Ms. Mullen filed her candidacy paperwork with the Union
County Clerk’s Office.
Ms. Mullen told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times this week
that she has been active in the local
Democratic Party since moving to
Scotch Plains five years ago, and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Clarification
SCOTCH PLAINS — A headline
printed in last week’s newspaper on
coverage of the Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education (BOE)
was perhaps confusing to our readers. Please see letter from SPF Superintendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
on page 5.

Sara Magnola for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

NO ONE’S HOME…This abandoned residence on the corner of Saville Row and
Martine Avenue drew complaints from neighbors due to its unsightly appearance
and overgrown landscaping, prompting the Borough of Fanwood to send in the
Department of Public Works to clean it up. The borough is in the process off
acquiring a lien on the property.
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Affordable Housing Changes
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Beth Budnick for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

U.S.-MADE ENERGY NEEDED…Republican State Senator and Seventh Congressional District candidate Leonard Lance addresses the media and supporters
at a press conference on rising gasoline prices held Tuesday at a Sunoco Gas
station in Cranford. At left is GOP U.S. Senate candidate Richard Zimmer.

Zimmer, Lance Support
More U.S.-Made Energy
By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Republican United
States Senate candidate Richard
Zimmer and Republican State Senator and Seventh Congressional candidate Leonard Lance met at the Sunoco
Station in Cranford on Centennial Avenue Tuesday morning to discuss rising
gas prices and the November election.
Mr. Zimmer, who served in Congress 12 years ago, spoke first, criticizing Democrat Senator Frank
Lautenberg’s recent “recess” on the
July Fourth weekend to the Hamptons
while New Jerseyans were “shelling
out” $4 or more at the pump.
Mr. Zimmer called for more American-made energy, and said that Congress “needs to address the soaring
expenses” that Americans are paying

SP Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

anyone else” in the SID. Mrs. Malool
will serve as the council’s representative on the SID’s board of directors,
and Mr. Levine said she would not be
conflicted in that position.
At the beginning of the meeting,
Detective Donnel Joyce was sworn in
as a sergeant in the Scotch Plains
Police Department. Mr. Atkins also
announced that Detective Lawrence
DeRose would retire on August 1.

for gas.
He encouraged New Jersey residents
to send their gas receipts — “like these
here,” he said, fanning his own receipts
— to his office, to pass on to Mr.
Lautenberg.
Mr. Lance said he was opposed to
reinstating the gas tax, and said he was
“critical” of Governor Jon Corzine considering such a tax.
He also said Washington was led by
a “do-nothing Democrat Congress,” an
oft-repeated phrase through his remarks.
Mr. Lance said he was environmentally conscious, so much so that he had
been criticized for his views during the
recently concluded seven-candidate
Republican Primary. He called for a
bipartisan and environmental response
to the current gas crisis, while also
remaining fiscally responsible.
Mr. Lance and Mr. Zimmer then took
questions, one of which inquired about
their fiscal responsibility. In response,
Mr. Lance spoke about his “Lance
Amendment.” Such an amendment, he
said, would prohibit further borrowing
for the State of New Jersey.
Both Mr. Zimmer and Mr. Lance
also said they are opposed to off-shore
drilling in New Jersey.
Mr. Zimmer, however, said he
“wouldn’t stand in the way” of offshore drilling in states such as Florida
or Mississippi, where he said such drilling already occurs off the Gulf of
Mexico.

Mullen Replaces Samuel
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

has been a committee representaThe mayoral race is headed by
tive for the 14th District for the past Councilman Kevin Glover for the
few years. She and her husband, Democrats and Deputy Mayor Nancy
Scott Phillips, a
Malool for the Recaptain in the
publicans.
Kenilworth Po“I’m delighted
lice Department,
to be running on
have three young
the ticket with
children. “I really
Councilman
am committed to
Kevin Glover for
running a positive
Mayor,”
Ms.
campaign,” she
Mullen said in a
told The Times.
statement last
Ms. Mullen has
week. “I support
practiced as a trial
his pledge, and
lawyer in New Jercommitment to
sey for 14 years
holding local govand is an officer
ernment accountof the Union
able for its spendCounty Bar Assoing and for stabiciation, and preslizing taxes. I
ently the co-chairtruly believe we
Theresa Mullen
person of the
can make Scotch
county bar’s Civil Practice Commit- Plains even better. It’s time for
tee. She was also a member of the change, it’s time to chart a new
Scotch Plains Memorial Day Com- course, we can do better, we will do
mittee.
better.”

In a press release issued by the
Assembly Democratic Majority Office, Assembly Speaker Joseph Roberts (LD-5, Camden), who sponsored
the bill, stated, “New Jerseyans need
homes they can afford and jobs they
can reach. The state must lead by
example by expanding access to equitable and affordable housing.”
In that same press release, Assemblyman Jerry Green (LD-22,
Plainfield), who also sponsored the
bill said, “Low-income New Jersey
families are burdened by some of the
highest rents and housing costs in the
nation. We have a moral responsibility to countless New Jerseyans – disabled residents, families living on
limited incomes and senior citizens –
to ensure access to housing is safe
and affordable.”
While many are concerned with
the elimination of RCAs, Michael
Cerra, senior legislative analyst for
the New Jersey League of Municipalities, said the shortfall for the commercial development fee would have
more of a statewide impact, since the
number of towns currently entered
into a RCA is relatively small.
“The 2.5 percent commercial development fee pays for a fraction of
the housing that COAH is projecting
will be generated by commercial development,” said Mr. Cerra. “Without the state identifying different funding sources, we can only draw the
conclusion that local taxpayers will
be asked to make up the difference.”
Democrat Colleen Mahr, mayor of
Fanwood and president of the New
Jersey Conference of Mayors, said
one of her main objections to the

restrictions was the 2.5 percent cap
placed on commercial development.
“I think it will put a tremendous burden on the municipalities, which will
translate into more money that we will
have to spend, which could result in
higher property taxes to meet the mandated obligations,” Mayor Mahr said.
Fanwood and other municipalities
will join the League of Municipalities in its lawsuit to legally challenge
the legislation.
The creation of the State Housing
Commission is another objection the
League of Municipalities has to the
legislation.
“We [League of Municipalities]
honestly don’t think the way to
streamline and improve affordable
housing policy is to create additional
bureaucracy,” Mr. Cerra said.
According to Mr. Foerst, the creation of the new “bureaucracy” is
another example of how the state
“ties our hands, takes our money,
[and] allocates it as they see fit.”
“They’re [the state] now taking our
money, and they may give it to somebody else in our region who we’re
forbidden to work with,” Mr. Foerst
said. “It really penalizes all of the
local governments.”
In a June 29 Star-Ledger article,
Senator Ray Lesniak (LD-20, Elizabeth), a prime sponsor of the bill,
said, “I don’t think the munipalities
have anything to worry about. If anything, they’ll have more funds. It will
be a more comprehensive, one-stopshopping approach for affordablehousing dollars.”
Michael Pollack contributed to this
article.

Clark Parkway Circle
Project Nears Completion
By KATIE ROGERS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CLARK – The eight-month-long
project of renovating the traffic circle
off Garden State Parkway exit 135 is
nearly complete, leaving locals questioning its success.
The renovation added four traffic
lights to the circle to ease confusion
and regulate traffic flow, as well as a
connector road for drivers through
the middle of the circle itself.
The northbound exit ramps have
been widened, and line striping has
been added to control lanes. The
project is set to be complete by July
15, and its cost tops out at $4,289,000.
Joe Orlando, spokesman for the
New Jersey Turnpike Authority, said
construction began at the circle to
help alleviate what he called a “traffic
nightmare.”
“I can’t think of too many areas
that were as maligned as the Clark
circle,” Mr. Orlando said. “We received a lot of hate mail about that
area.”
He said since the construction has
been underway and the new traffic
pattern has become operational, these
reactions have been countered.
“I think the best type of feedback is
no negative feedback,” Mr. Orlando
said. “The hate mail has stopped.
Some said construction was causing
backups, but I think people are generally satisfied.”
Westfield town councilman Mark
Ciarrocca, chairman of the council’s
public safety, transportation and parking commission, said he believes the
project’s effects cannot be seen until
sometime after Labor Day.
“Traffic is typically lighter in the

summer,” Mr. Ciarrocca said. “The
proof will be when it’s not summer
anymore. It’s not fair to gauge it until
construction is complete.”
Clark resident Arthur Purdy said
he uses the circle everyday in his
travels and feels the endeavor has led
to a more congested and confusing
area.
“It was never backed up before,”
Mr. Purdy said. “I think they could
have saved a lot of money, engineering and inconvenience by not doing
this.”
He said the new project will take
some getting used to before traffic
clears up.
Francis Lichowid, also a Clark resident, said she has been avoiding the
area all together until construction is
complete.
“I did use it once,” Ms. Lichowid
said. “But it’s very confusing. I would
like to go to Target or Marshalls [on
Central Avenue] over there. I’m sure
it will be better when they get it
running.”
Mr. Ciarrocca said complaints from
residents regarding congestion and
confusion are commonplace after undertakings such as the traffic circle.
“There will be inconvenience anytime there is a project,” he said. “That
traffic circle was a mess. You hope, at
the end of the day, there will be an
improvement.”
Mr. Orlando said the Turnpike Authority believes this is the end to
traffic issues that once plagued the
Clark circle.
“This is the end,” he said. “We
think this will be the solution. I don’t
see us breaking out the hammers and
nails again after this.”

FW – Police Dispatcher
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The mayor explained that “we have
to cut roughly $500,000” from the
$8-million municipal spending plan
introduced in the spring, and she said
taxpayers would still be “looking at
an 18 percent tax increase in that
budget.”
The borough hopes “extraordinary
aid” from the state – which is still
pending – will enable the governing
body to get that number down.
“Regardless of the decisions we
have to make…I want the public to
understand that we will not jeopardize the safety of our residents,” said
Mayor Mahr.
In other business, the governing
body approved a resolution that combines eight previously issued bond

measures totaling $3.2 million.
The borough’s bond attorney, John
Draikiwicz, said the “re-characterization” of the bonds would “dovetail
with the existing debt” and spread the
repayment over a “50-year
timeframe.”
Mr. Draikiwicz said the new bond
would be sold electronically via the
Internet on Friday, July 24, with the
“closing” to follow two weeks after.
He called the measure “a good decision to capture today’s interest rates.”
In response to a question from
Councilman Walsh, Mr. Draikiwicz
said there will not be “as significant
of an increase on the tax rate” under
the new measure, compared to the
eight separate bonds previously sold.

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save up to 25%. Call me today.
NELSON C. ESPELAND,
LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com
Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies to most major
coverages.Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate
Insurance Company.

TRICKS OF THE TRADE…One of the New Jersey Ironmen’s star indoor soccer
players, Andre Berenzon, visited the BFUT soccer camp on June 27 at Houlihan
Field in Westfield to share tips about the game and tell stories about his life
growing up in Brazil. The campers are in the U 9/10 age group and were very
willing listeners. Andre plays forward for the team.

Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FILM FRENZY…Kids gather around the movie screen Tuesday night to watch
Shrek the Third at Fanwood’s Free Movies in the Park. The borough is showing
free movies every Tuesday throughout the summer in LaGrande Park.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Monday, June 30, Tudor Bailey, 41, of
Newark was arrested in the area of North
Avenue and Charles Street on an outstanding Perth Amboy criminal warrant.
He was released after posting $2,500 bail.
Tuesday, July 1, Stephen Newton, 25,
of Westfield was arrested on two outstanding motor vehicle warrants after
police responded to a noise complaint on
the 900 block of Central Avenue. The
warrants were from Garwood and Newark, with bail amounts of $120 and $250,
respectively. He was released after posting bail.
Tuesday, July 1, Noel Sanchez, 30, of
New Brunswick was arrested on the 500
block of South Avenue, West, on an outstanding New Brunswick motor vehicle
warrant. He was released after posting
$550 bail.
Wednesday, July 2, merchandise with
an approximate value of $112 was reported stolen from a South Avenue liquor
store.
Friday, July 4, following a motor vehicle stop at Stirling Place and Cacciola
Place, Mark D. Walker, 2nd, 21, of Neptune was arrested on two outstanding
Asbury Park warrants – one traffic and
one criminal – with a total bail of $600.
He was released on his own recognizance
as per the Asbury Park Municipal Court.
Friday, July 4, Merih Yavuz, 22, of
Westfield was arrested on an outstanding
Cranford traffic warrant following a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue, West,
and Tuttle Parkway. He was released
after posting $81 bail.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, July 3, a resident of Highlander Drive reported cut electrical wires
he noticed on his walk home. Other acts
of vandalism were reported earlier in the
week.
Thursday, July 3, a resident of Harding
Road reported that someone smashed a
window in the rear door of his house.
Friday, July 4, Manuel D. Cardoza, 18,
of Elizabeth was arrested in Jerseyland
Park and charged with underage consumption of an alcoholic beverage and
possession of fireworks. He was processed and released with a summons,
police said.
Friday, July 4 a resident of Westfield
Road reported that someone entered his
unlocked vehicle and removed a cobra
GPS unit, two cell phone and a Dewalt
cordless drill.
Sunday, July 5, a resident of Flemington
reported that while visiting a friend on
Lambertsmill Road over 30 music cds
were taken from her unlocked vehicle.

Mountainside
Tuesday, July 1, a vendor notified police of a situation involving a bounced
check in the amount of $10,451. The
victim reported that he was contacted by
the election committee for Frank
Lautenberg and asked to complete an
order for campaign merchandise (ponchos). According to police, the ponchos
were delivered and the check the victim
was given was returned for insufficient
funds on several occasions. Senator
Lautenberg’s office had not returned the
victim’s phone calls at press time.
Tuesday, July 1, a patron of a Route 22
theater reported discovering her driver’s
side door lock was damaged upon returning to the vehicle after the movie. According to police, when she approached
the car, she noticed two black males standing by the vehicle, who fled in a small
silver vehicle with a fin on the back.
Sunday, July 6, police responded to
Summit Road on a report of a gun being

pointed at a pedestrian by the driver of a
vehicle. According to police, as the victim waited to cross the street, the driver of
a silver vehicle pointed a black handgun
at her from chest level. The victim reported to authorities that she distinctly
heard a click as the suspect passed by, but
no shots were fired.
Monday, July 7, Ernest G. Williams,
55, of Newark was arrested at the Essex
County jail on a warrant in the amount of
$1,026.00

Fanwood
Sometime between Saturday, June 28
and Tuesday, July 1, a resident in the 100
block of Willow Road reported that someone removed her purse from her vehicle
while it was parked locked in the driveway.
Tuesday, July 1, Anthony P. Moskal,
20, of Scotch Plains was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on Farley Avenue for an outstanding warrant out of
Fanwood. According to police, he posted
bail and was released.
Wednesday, July 2, Albert M. Wright,
43, of Plainfield was arrested for an outstanding Plainfield warrant after a motor
vehicle stop in the 500 block of North
Avenue. According to police, he posted
bail and was released.
Wednesday, July 2, a Trenton Avenue
resident reported that someone made $783
worth of unauthorized purchases on his
credit card. According to police, the incident is being investigated by the police, as
well as the credit card company.
Thursday, July 3, William Bamrick,
84, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
According to police, he was processed
and released to a responsible adult.
Friday, July 4, Jose G. Reyes, 38, of
Rahway was arrested for an outstanding
Patterson warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road. According to police,
he posted bail and was released.
Saturday, July 5, Marco Valladeras,
19, was arrested and charged with theft
and possession of burglary tools. According to police, he was processed and turned
over to the Customs and Immigrations
Enforcement Agency after an investigation revealed he was in the country illegally.
Saturday, July 5, Mario E. Alvarez, 21,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with theft, possession of burglary tools
and for breaking and entering vehicles
parked in a business in lot in the 100 block
of South Avenue. According to police, he
was processed and released.
Saturday, July 5, Oscar Ortega, 22, of
New Brunswick was arrested and charged
with an outstanding South Plainfield warrant after a motor vehicle stop in the 100
block of South Avenue. According to
police, he posted bail and was released.
Sometime between 9 p.m. on Thursday, July 3, and 5 a.m. on Friday, July 4,
a resident in the 100 block of Midway
Avenue reported that someone slashed
three of the tires on her vehicle and
scratched obscenities in to the paint with
a sharp object.
Sunday, July 6, someone reported that
a bicycle valued at $150 was stolen from
the front yard in the 100 block of Watson
Road.
Monday, July 7, a resident in the 70
block of Forest Road reported that someone removed approximately $155 worth
of DVDs from her vehicle while it was
parked in the driveway. According to
police, the victim was uncertain if the
vehicle was locked at the time although
there was no sign of forced entry.

GW to Receive $250,000
In Additional State Aid
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood Borough Council announced on Tuesday
that it would receive $250,000 in extraordinary aid, pending a formal announcement by the state (on Wednesday). This additional aid will further
decrease the tax levy of the borough’s
2008 municipal budget.
Mayor Dennis McCarthy said he
was informed of the aid by District 21
legislators, Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick on Tuesday. Mr. Bramnick and Mr. Kean
spoke briefly during the meeting to
thank the mayor and council for their
joint efforts in securing the aid.
“We understand how hard it is to do
your job,” Mr. Bramnick said. “We’re
happy that the state recognizes how
important it is to help communities
like Garwood.”
Borough Council President and Finance Committee Chairwoman,
Kathleen Villaggio, said the additional
aid, combined with $251,550 in Consolidated Municipal Property Tax
Relief Aid and the budget cuts recommended by the finance committee, should result in an average tax
increase for municipal services of
$191 per home assessed at $100,000,
down from an estimate of $518 in the
initial budget.

“It’s going down $327 per $100,000
assessed household, on the average,”
Ms. Villaggio said.
Ms. Villaggio said that the borough
would adjust residents’ tax bills in their
fourth quarter bills. Ms. Villaggio also
said that the council would hold a new
public hearing on the amended portions of the budget at a later meeting.
During the open comment portion
of the meeting, Charles Lombardo, a
former councilman and current vicechairman of the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority, delivered a report to
the council. During his report, Ms.
Villaggio asked Mr. Lombardo if the
borough’s anticipated payment to the
RVSA would lessen in 2009 due to
lower water usage in the borough.
Mr. Lombardo said that although there
would still be an increase, the percentage increase would likely be
lower.
“I think right now we will see a
slight decrease in our anticipated budget for 2009,” Mr. Lombardo said.
In other business, the council approved an ordinance charging a fee of
$175 for the solemnization of marriages and civil unions. The borough
also introduced an ordinance relating
to the defined contribution retirement
program. The council will hold a public hearing on this ordinance during
its Tuesday, August 12 meeting.
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State Cuts County Grant
From $1 Mil. to $184,000

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

FOR

Governor Signs Budget;
Hospital Group Rips Plan
Governor Jon Corzine on June 30
signed a $32.9-billion budget that
cuts municipal aid by $190 million,
higher education by $75 million, and
charity care to hospitals by $111
million. A new $9 million Health
Care Stabilization Fund was also
created for emergency grants to communities facing the closure of a hospital.
The budget pays down state debt
by $650 million and is “the most
fiscally responsible budget to come
out of Trenton in many years,” New
Jersey Business and Industry Association President Philip Kirschner
told the Philadelphia Business Journal.
The budget was ripped by Betsy
Ryan, president of the New Jersey
Hospital Association.
“The timing and the severity of
these cuts couldn’t be worse. New
Jersey has lost seven hospitals to closure in the last 18 months, and an
eighth hospital plans to close its doors
in the coming days. Five others have
declared bankruptcy. Of the 75 hospitals that remain, half are losing
money,” she said.
Corzine Approval Rating at
Forty Percent in New Poll
A new Fairleigh Dickinson University PublicMind Poll has found
that only 40 percent of New Jersey
residents approve of Governor Jon
Corzine’s job performance, WCBS
Radio 880 reported. That number is
down four percentage points from
April and eight points from January.
Those numbers are actually better
than a June 11 Quinnipiac University
poll which found 52 percent of New
Jersey voters disapproving of Mr.
Corzine’s job performance, with 38
percent approving.
Obama Campaign Looks
To Name State Director
The chief of staff for Rep. Steve
Rothman (D-9th, Hackensack), Bob
Decheine, and the chief of staff for
the New Jersey Regional Council of
Carpenters, Patricia Mueller, are in
line for the position of New Jersey
state director for the Barack Obama
campaign, politickernj.com has reported.
Bret Schundler Considering
Second Run for JC Mayor
Politicker.com has reported that

Bret Schundler, a former two-time
Republican candidate for Governor
and a former Westfield resident, is
considering another run for mayor in
Jersey City where he served from
1992 through 2001.
Lautenberg Has Early 17-Point
Lead Over Zimmer in Sen. Race
A Fairleigh Dickinson University
Public Mind Poll has found that 44
percent of New Jerseyans have heard
of Dick Zimmer, the Republican
United States Senate candidate, and
Democrat incumbent Frank
Lautenberg. Mr. Lautenberg has a
17-point lead in the race, with him at
45 percent and Zimmer at 28 percent,
according to the poll.
Mr. Zimmer has not served in
elected office since 1996, when he
left the House of Representatives
following his loss to Robert Torricelli
in the United States Senate race that
year.
Trooper Won’t Face Charges
In Corzine’s 2007 Accident
The state trooper who was behind
the wheel of the SUV during Governor Jon Corzine’s 2007 near fatal car
crash on the Garden State Parkway
will not receive any citations for the
crash, the Star Ledger reported.
Trooper Robert Rasinski was traveling at 91 MPH when he crashed into
a car rail in an attempt to avoid an
accident. The trooper faced tickets
for speeding, careless driving and
reckless driving.
Mr. Corzine, who was not wearing a seat belt, broke 15 bones in his
chest, his left leg and back in the
accident. The Appeals Court upheld two court rulings that Atlantic
County attorney Seth Grossman
failed to file the proper certifications and lacked the legal authority
to file the case.
Ex-Senator Helms Dies at 86
In Raleigh on Independence Day
Former United States Senator Jesse
Helms, 86, died on July 4 in Raleigh,
N.C. A conservative Republican, he
retired from the Senate in 2003 after
serving five terms in the Senate. He
chaired the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee when the GOP held the
majority.
According the Detroit Free Press
website, “[Senator] Helms gained notoriety largely through his opposition
to racial equality, gay rights and federal appointments that he and his supporters considered to be too liberal.”

30 YEARS . . .

GOING DOOR-TO-DOOR…Republican 7th Congressional District candidate
Leonard Lance, center, goes door-to-door with Cranford Mayor Bob Puhak and
Township Committee candidate Mark Dugan on June 28 in Cranford.

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Stender Calls for an End
To ‘Big Oil’s No-Bid Contracts’
FANWOOD – As consumers are
paying over $4 a gallon at the pump
and families are hurting, The New
York Times reported last week that the
Bush Administration was “directly
involved” in awarding no-bid contracts in Iraq to the same Big Oil
companies benefiting from tax breaks
and reporting record profits, said Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD22, Fanwood), the Democrat candidate for Congress in 7th District.
She said a report confirmed that
State Department officials worked
with the Iraqi Oil Ministry to draw up
lucrative contracts for the five Big Oil
companies. The disclosure marks the
first confirmation of direct Bush Administration involvement in opening
some of the largest Iraqi oil fields to
commercial development. [The New
York Times, June 30, 2008].
ExxonMobil, Shell, BP, Total and
Chevron are negotiating one- to twoyear contracts, which will position
them to gain more long-term access
to the six oil fields that the Iraqi Oil
Ministry announced will be opened
to development, Ms. Stender said. All
but Chevron were part of the Iraqi
Petroleum Co., which ran Iraq’s oil
industry before nationalization over
30 years ago.
The Bush Administration has denied
any improper role in awarding contracts.
[Washington Post, July 1, 2008].
“While New Jersey families are
struggling to make ends meet, the
Bush Administration is securing no-

bid contracts in Iraq for their friends
in Big Oil,” said Linda Stender, candidate for Congress in New Jersey’s
7th District.
“We need real change in Washington, away from the failed policies of
the past seven years,” she added. “The
Bush Administration has moved our
country in the wrong direction, and in
Congress, I’ll fight to get us back on
the right track. I’ll end tax breaks for
Big Oil and stop Republicans in Washington from giving no-bid contracts
to their special interest friends.”
Ms. Stender said, if the country
ended its dependence on foreign oil
and invested in renewable energy
sources, gas prices would come down.
“We owe it to our children and
grandchildren to create a cleaner,
greener world,” Ms. Stender said.

Annual Fanwood GOP
Picnic Set for July 26
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Republicans and their friends will mark
the upcoming election season with a
picnic from 3 to 7 p.m. on Saturday,
July 26 at Dave Trumpp’s home at 10
Oakwood Court.
This will be the first opportunity
for residents to meet Fanwood Republican GOP Borough Council candidates Bob Manduca and Mike
Szuch. They promise there will be no
political speeches.
Those who wish to attend should
call Dave Trumpp at (908) 889-8870.
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TRENTON – Union County’s
grant request for $1 million through
the state’s Public Archives and
Records Infrastructure Support
(PARIS) program has been slashed
to $184,000 by state officials, according to the Secretary of State.
Of the 67 requests statewide totaling $33 million, $8 million was
awarded to 34 governments.
The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders officially accepted
the grant at its June 26 meeting.
The county was awarded funding
for three part-time and three fulltime records management employees. The State Records Council,
which awards the grants, initially
recommended the county receive
over $800,000 of its request, but that
number was reduced due to limited
available funding.
The state rejected the county’s funding request for digital imaging and microfilming services and to purchase
archival supplies. It also turned down
funding to provide disaster recovery
redundancy, to upgrade a SAN (Storage Area Network) device, and for enhancements to the county’s Electronic
Document Management System.
The panel recommended that the
county locate its disaster recovery center “at least 20 miles away, as opposed
to the 6.3 miles currently proposed.”
Also rejected was a proposal to
provide participating municipalities
with shelving and temporary storage
for redundancy system to be housed
with Monmouth County until construction of new facility is completed.
Union County had applied for funds
for staffing; preservation and conservation, infrastructure support and

Sidewalk Sale Days Set
For July 17 Through 20
WESTFIELD – Sidewalk Sale
Days will take place, rain or shine, in
downtown Westfield, from Thursday,
July 17 through Sunday, July 20.
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) is sponsoring this event.
The Mad Hatters will perform balloon artistry on Thursday, July 17
from 3 to 5 p.m., Friday, July 18 from
2:30 to 4:30 p.m., and Saturday, July
19 from noon to 2 p.m. “Clown Chips”
will provide entertainment in the
downtown area on Saturday, July 19
and Sunday, July 20 from 1 to 4 p.m.
For more information about
Westfield and other downtown events
taking place, call the DWC at (908)
789-9444 for a Destination Westfield
Shopping and Dining Guide, Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival
schedule, or a Downtown Westfield
5K Run and Pizza Extravaganza application or visit WestfieldToday.com.

Stone Art Design, Inc.
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Immigration Top Issue
For Constitution Party
LANCASTER, Pa. – The Constitution Party said this week that their
presidential candidate, Chuck
Baldwin (Baldwin08.com), is “the
only candidate who has vowed to
secure the borders, enforce immigration laws and free Border Patrol agents
Compean and Ramos. What can we
expect if either of the major party
candidates is elected president? More
of the same – violent crime, depleted
social service budgets and cultural
annihilation.”
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project continuation, and shared services projects.
The county was previously awarded
$1,010,439 in 2005, $1,046,000 in 2006,
and $739,700 in 2007, according to the
state’s PARIS webpage.
“Despite the cut in funds, Union
County will continue to fund staff
working on the preservation of documents, the Electronic Data Management System, which helps make material more available to the public,
and our shared services projects. We
are grateful that the state has announced that PARIS funding will be
restored in the 2009 budget,” county
spokesman Wayne Avery said.
In the state’s official grant awards
announcement, Secretary of State
Nina Mitchell Wells said the State
Records Committee had awarded
grants totaling $8.5 million statewide
for “innovative county and municipal
projects designed to enhance government records management, preservation, storage and public access.”
“PARIS continues to enable New
Jersey’s counties and municipalities
to adopt 21st Century technologies to
drive down the cost of government
records creation, maintenance and
storage, while expanding public access,” Ms. Wells said through a department press release.
All 21 counties received grants
from $22,500 to $1.5 million. Besides direct grants to 14 cities and
towns, several PARIS-funded intergovernmental shared services
projects will extend the program’s
benefits to over 150 of New Jersey’s
municipalities.
The PARIS grant program is funded
by document filing and recording fees
collected by county clerks. Grants
are awarded by the State Records
Committee, which is comprised of
the State Treasurer, Attorney General, State Auditor, Director of Local
Government Services (DCA), and the
Director of the Division of Archives
and Records Management.
For a complete listing of 2008
PARIS grants to counties and municipalities, visit njarchives.org/
links/paris/awards-fy08.html.
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State Making Changes In
PAAD, Senior Gold Benefits
TRENTON — The New Jersey
Department of Health and Senior
Services (DHSS) is sending PAAD
(Pharmaceutical Assistance for the
Aged and Disabled) and Senior Gold
participants a letter describing prescription benefit changes that will
take effect August 1, Health and Senior Services Commissioner Heather
Howard announced.
“Beneficiaries and caregivers
should watch for these important letters, which describe how the changes
will affect them personally,” Ms.
Howard said. “Senior Gold participants will need to take action. Beneficiaries must now sign up for federal
Medicare Part D prescription coverage in order to remain eligible for
Senior Gold.
“Department staff is available to
answer participants’ questions about
the changes, which also affect copays and coverage for diabetic testing supplies,” she added.
New Jersey’s Fiscal Year 2009 budget makes several changes in the two
benefit programs as of August 1:
PAAD Co-Pays – The first increase
since 1992 will raise the co-pay for a
generic drug prescription to $6, a $1
increase, and the co-pay for brandname medications to $7, a $2 increase. PAAD participants with the
lowest income and assets – about
50,000 beneficiaries – will not be
affected by the increase.
Senior Gold Co-Pays – Co-pays
are unchanged for all beneficiaries.
Diabetic Testing Supplies – PAAD
and Senior Gold participants must use
their federal Medicare Part B coverage or other insurance for diabetic
testing supplies. PAAD and Senior
Gold will no longer pay for test strips,
lancets and other such items.
Senior Gold Eligibility – The approximately 6,000 Senior Gold members who haven’t yet enrolled in a
Medicare Part D prescription plan
must do so, if they are eligible, and
pay their own Part D premiums, in
order to remain in Senior Gold. The
two plans will work together to help
beneficiaries reduce their prescription costs, such as out-of-pocket costs
for deductibles, co-insurance and the
coverage gap known as the “donut
hole,” according to a department press
release.
The Department of Health and Senior Services is sending letters tailored to the needs of beneficiaries.
As a courtesy to Senior Gold participants who must sign up with Medicare Part D, DHSS will recommend a
plan that best matches each person’s
prescription needs and pharmacy use.
The plan’s phone number will be included so beneficiaries can sign up
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directly if they decide to choose the
suggested plan, a department spokesman said.
After making their choice, beneficiaries should call Senior Gold at
(800) 792-9745 so the program’s
records may be updated. They are
asked not to wait to sign up during the
normal 2008 Part D enrollment period, which begins on November 15.
To obtain diabetic testing supplies
after August 1, Senior Gold and PAAD
members must ask their pharmacist to
bill their Medicare Part B or other health
plan for these items. PAAD and Senior
Gold will no longer pay for them.
Members who are on Medicare or
have private insurance may look into
companies that deliver diabetic testing supplies and will bill Medicare or
a private insurance company on behalf of beneficiaries. A list of such
companies and their phone numbers
is included in each DHSS letter.
The DHSS letters also are available
on the Department’s Web site at: nj.gov/
health/seniorbenefits/services.shtml.
About 168,000 people are currently
enrolled in the PAAD program for
low-income seniors and disabled
people. About 21,000 people are enrolled in the Senior Gold prescription
discount program for people with
moderate incomes.
For more information on enrolling
in Part D, Senior Gold participants or
their family members should call the
Medicare program at (800) 633-4227
and have ready their Medicare card, a
list of current prescription drugs including strength and dosage, and the
name of their pharmacy. They may
also contact the New Jersey SHIP
health insurance assistance program
at (800) 792-8820.

Chamber to Hold
Retail Workshops
WESTFIELD — Jody Bradshaw
and Tony Damiano of Bradshaw Associates Ltd. Consulting firm are offering
a six-part higher education Retail Workshop Series for members of the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC).
Topics of interest are “Visual Merchandising,” “Merchandising for More
Profit,” “Promoting Your Store on a
Budget,” “Refining Your Mission and
Strategic Message,” “Merchandising
for a Unique Store” and “Store Design.”
The workshops are being held at
the WACC office located at 173 Elm
Street, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the first Friday of the month starting
in September. Each class includes
lunch and costs $35, but sign up for
four or more and pay $25 per class.
Registration is required.

SPF Superintendent Among
School Chiefs to Visit China

DESTINATION CHINA…Margaret Hayes, center, joins fellow school superintendents Kathleen Cooke of Hamilton, WI, left, and Superintendent of Mendham
Public Schools, Janie Edmonds, former Westfield assistant superintendent for
curriculum, to tour Beijing’s Forbidden City during a week-long examination of
Chinese schools and universities.

Assembly OKs Bills
On Hospital Efficiency
TRENTON — The State General nior Services. The bill is currently
last month passed two measures that
are part of a multi-bill legislative package aimed at stabilizing the longterm financial health of the state’s
hospital industry to stave-off future
hospital closings.
According to the Assembly Majority Office, the multi-bill package would
enhance the fiscal transparency, accountability and efficiency at general
hospitals across New Jersey.
A-2607 would require every New
Jersey hospital to hold at least one
annual public meeting to allow the
community to discuss concerns related to the delivery of health services.
A-2608 authorizes the state Department of Health and Senior Services to perform enhanced monitoring of financial performance and intervene in cases where a hospital is
found to be in fiscal distress.
The two measures passed 77–3 and
80–0, respectively, and now head to
the Senate for further consideration.
The third measure, A-2609, which
passed the Assembly by a vote of 71
–8, would prohibit hospitals from
charging uninsured patients an
amount greater than 15 percent of the
Medicare rate, while creating a sliding-scale based on income to determine how much an uninsured patient
is charged for services rendered. The
bill now heads to the Governor.
The final measure, A-2606, would
require all general hospital board trustees to complete a training program
approved by the commissioner of the
State Department of Health and Se-

being further considered by Assembly
Speaker Joe Roberts (LD-5, Camden).

Food Bank to Host
Family Health Fair
HILLSIDE — According to the
Kaiser Family Foundation, more than
one million New Jersey residents are
without health insurance, causing
many of them to miss routine checkups and preventative screenings.
To help address this concern, the
Community Food Bank is offering a
free Family Health Fair, located in
Hillside, on Wednesday, July 16, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 31 Evans Terminal (off North Broad Street).
For more information, call (908)
355-3663,
or
e-mail
FamilyHealthFair2008@gmail.com.

Finding Information
Did you know that you can do a
Boolean search for “Recent Home
Sales” online at goleader.com/search
and obtain home sales prices in the
area for the last ten years?
See www.goleader.com/search for
details on this and on how other information can be found.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Superintendent of Schools for the Scotch PlainsFanwood School District, Margaret
Hayes, was among 25 members of the
National Superintendents Roundtable
who traveled to China on June 23
through July 1 to learn about the language, history and culture of one of
the world’s oldest civilizations.
The goal of this annual Chinese
Bridge Delegation, completely financed by Hanban, an agency of the
Chinese government, is to build sister
school ties and networks with Chinese educators and expand exchange
programs and Chinese language offerings in American schools.
After being introduced to Chinese
language teaching materials in
Beijing and welcomed by national
leaders and the United States Embassy, the superintendents visited
Heilongjiang province and its capital, Harbin, to meet with regional
leaders and visit elementary and secondary schools and major colleges
and universities.
“This was a wonderful opportunity
to see the economic and educational
changes that are transforming China
into a great global economic power in
the 21st Century,” Superintendent
Hayes said. “It is one thing to read
about these changes, but you have to
see them to believe them. China is very
focused on becoming a great power and
is pouring investment into the infrastructure needed to get there – housing,
transportation and education.”
The Chinese Bridge Delegation is
a partnership, formed in 2006, between the College Board and China’s
Office of Chinese Language Council
International (also known as Hanban)
to build and expand Chinese language
programs in U.S. schools.
“In the new global community,
students will need fluency in other
languages and an understanding of
diverse societies,” College Board
President Gaston Caperton said. “Advances in technology offer us a great
opportunity for sharing ideas and
creating a better future, and I look
forward to that future being made
brighter by the Chinese Language
and Culture Initiatives that we are
building together.”
The 25 school superintendents were
among 420 educators who partici-

pated in this year’s Chinese Bridge
Delegation program.
“This was an eye-opening experience,” Superintendent Hayes said.
“We can learn a lot from the Chinese,
and they have a lot to learn from us, as
well. But one thing is clear: the Chinese have a community-wide commitment to learning and to schools
that we need to match. The Chinese
will be very formidable economic
competitors in the future.”
In addition to visits to schools and
universities, the trip brought the superintendents to research institutes
and cultural attractions. The
Roundtable Group visited the Forbidden City, Peking University, the
Great Wall, the Chin Dynasty
Huining Museum, the Confucian
Institute, and met with Chinese national leaders in the historic Great
Hall of the People and with provincial leaders in Harbin.

Assembly Votes to End
‘Super’ Incentive Perks
TRENTON — The General Assembly has passed legislation to derail what some have called the “gravy
train” that has allowed some departing school superintendents to provide themselves with hefty severance
packages.
Under legislation A-2975, school
superintendents leaving their jobs –
whether by retirement or other means
– would be prohibited from earning
any payment except for legally allowable buy-backs of unused sick
leave and vacation time.
If enacted, severance payouts would
be limited to the statutorily allowable
$15,000 maximum for each unused
sick and accrued vacation time. The
legislation would be effective immediately upon enactment and would be
applicable to both future and current
contracts.
The bill passed by a 76-4 tally. It
now heads to the Senate for further
consideration. Local legislators Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield), Assemblyman Eric
Munoz (LD-21, Summit), Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood) and Assemblyman Gerry
Green (LD-22, Plainfield) all supported the measure.
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Dr. Julianne Kane
Dentistry for Infants,
Children, Adolescents
and Special Needs
“Our Friendly and Patient Staff is Child Oriented to
Enhance Your Child’s Dental Experience”
Dr. Julianne Kane

555 Westfield Ave., Westfield • 908-232-1231 • kidsandsmiles.com

Experience
35 South Ave., Fanwood, NJ
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ
908- 322-4178 • www.mattressfac.com
Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents
Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

“Visit our Showrooms
and Feel for Yourself”
“We are proud to be serving our customers
for over 20 years, come visit us and see
how easy mattress shopping can be!”
Rick Shovlin and Ron Shovlin.

•TRUST – A family business built on reputation.
•QUALITY – The finest materials create a superior
Mattress, manufactured locally.

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

908-233-5800
www.franksmithlaw.com
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•FULL SERVICE – Delivered from our showroom
to your home, including custom sizes & firmness.
•VALUE – Quality & Luxury, we invest in our
product, not the hype.
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Big Blue Slams Its Fans;
Are Yanks, Mets, Jets Next?
Professional sports are fun, and there are many
loyal fans. The fans stand by their teams, win or lose
— shelling out hundreds of dollars to see a game, buy
shirts and mugs. The fans overlook the millions of
dollars being paid to the players and the profits of the
owners. The little guy even pays the taxes and builds
the stadiums for the big guys. Special income tax
laws also help out the big guys in professional sports.
So, it’s no wonder that season ticket holders of the
Giants are miffed. Most Americans would be more
than a little miffed, too, at the rich grabbing $1,000
to $20,000 more of their hard-earned cash. Which is
why Giants season ticket holders must be thrilled at
the opportunity to personally finance the new stadium and help out the team’s oh-so-strapped owners,
Joe Mara and Steve Tisch.
Following a notification sent to all season ticket
holders on June 26, this is exactly what’s in store for
Giants fans. For many, this latest moneymaking
scheme will be the final straw that breaks the devoted
fan’s back:
The June 26 notification, sent lovingly via mass email, detailed the onset of Personal Seat Licenses
(PSLs) at Giants Stadium. We wonder what lawyer
came up with this name. The licenses consist of
buying the rights to purchase season tickets at the
stadium, scheduled to open in 2010. These “trumpedup rights” (which, until this announcement, did not
exist) translate into hefty one-time fees for fans,
applicable on every seat in the stadium. Newsday put
it into housing terms: “PSLs are like buying a home

(the license) but also paying rent (the ticket).”
The PSL charges are between $1,000 for most
upper-level seats to $20,000 (for some of the lowerlevel ones). According to The New York Times, the
Giants hope to bring in between $300 million to
$400 million from the licenses.
On the surface, perhaps it’s “good spin” of them to
say they’re asking the fans to finance the new stadium. Except not all fans requested to build the
stadium, much less finance it. The owners wanted
the luxury boxes and the revenues from them. Sadly,
these baloney surcharges on loyal ticket-holders are
in effect a “weeding-out” process of the average Joe.
No longer able to cough up the sky-high prices and
license, many longtime fans — yes, those with blue
collars and beers in hand — will be forced to turn
away from their beloved teams with this announcement. In their places will be the deep-pocketed elite,
sitting pretty in 2010’s new, shiny stadium sky box.
And it’s not just Giants fans. The Jets are considering the same measure, and rumor has it that the
Mets and Yankee owners have a similar measure up
their sleeve.
Who shall have access to live sports? It’s hard
enough now for a fan to come up with the cash for a
ticket, a pretzel, a hot dog and a beer. This new fee is
a butcher’s knife slitting the throat of every “average
Joe” in the stadium.
What’s next: a license to buy a license to buy a
license to buy a ticket?
It’s no longer “Big Blue.” It’s “Big Phew!”

Case Study of Union County School
Superintendent Contracts
Progress of this newspaper’s study of liabilities
that New Jersey citizens face totaling over $100
billion can be found at goleader.com. See the link for
“SuperContracts” for the information and feedback
we have to date. Updates are made regularly.
Our approach narrows the review of the problem to
a more manageable level; and, as such, a Case Study
of Union County School Superintendent Contracts is
in progress.
This subject was chosen based on the appeal by
Department of Education Commissioner Lucille
Davy in her letter published in our June 5, 2008
edition. In light of abusive contracts that became
public knowledge, she asked the public to read
existing contracts.
Through an OPRA request, we obtained 23 of the
Union County school superintendent contracts. We
discovered three more superintendent’s contracts in
the county but have been told by Union County

Super-Superintendent Carmen Centuolo that “The
regulations specifically exclude charter schools from
contract review. See NJAC 6A: 23A 3.1(a).” At press
time, we were advised to OPRA the schools directly.
These contracts are for charter schools: Central
Jersey Arts Charter School, Queen City Academy
Charter School and Union County TEAMS (Technology, Engineering, Architecture, Math and Science) Charter School.
Our objectives are “To understand the workings of
the pension system and contracts; enhance public
awareness and encourage corrective action; to reduce abuse and corruption while protecting the interests of legitimate workers and the taxpayers.”
The amount of information we gathered is understandably tedious and your perusal will take some
time. Nevertheless, your input is important.
Please follow the link on goleader.com to
“SuperContracts.”

‘Events in Trenton Undermine
Authority of NJ Citizens’
By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield
Senate Minority Leader, GOP, LD-21

The recent passage of legislation to
authorize $3.9 billion in new state debt
to construct schools without voter consent is the latest example of how events
in Trenton have attempted to undermine
the authority of New Jersey citizens.
Building modern and safe schools is
an admirable policy, however the Corzine
administration’s methods for financing
this construction shows a fundamental
contempt for the voters of this State.
Our State Constitution was written to
empower the people – not politicians,
judges or special interests – with the
discretionary power to determine the necessity of further debt.
Unfortunately, State Supreme Court
decisions have eroded this bedrock principle over time, permitting the state to
issue debt that is backed solely by appropriations through the creation of so-called
“independent” authorities that have only
those funds that the Legislature provides
in the annual state budget.
As a result of these decisions, only ten
percent of the current $38 billion debt
has actually been approved by tax-paying voters.
Governor Corzine seemingly recognized that this reckless unapproved borrowing had to be stopped, so he endorsed
a Republican proposal requiring all debt
be approved by the voters.
Despite claiming that he wanted to
“give voters the final say on new debt,
just like the Constitution intended,” a
mere six months after this statement, the
Governor and his Democrat allies in the
Legislature pushed through a bill to provide $3.9 billion in new spending for
school construction.
To spend almost four billion dollars
on any program is a major decision worthy of voter approval; but to spend it on
a program with a documented history of

---LD-21--Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073
Asm. Eric Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22--Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404
Asw. Linda Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark and Linden.
E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

waste, fraud and abuse makes the
Governor’s judgment in this matter even
more suspect.
Although Democrats claim to have
changed the school construction process, they have made few fundamental
reforms to what has come to be regarded
as the most wasteful public works project
in the State’s history. Changing the stationary at the former Schools Construction Corporation and switching one set
of appointees for another is not real
reform.
No one has been held responsible for
the waste associated with the initial $8.6
billion school construction program. We
have a State Comptroller, an Inspector
General and an Attorney General, yet
among the three, none have been able to
hold a single person responsible for the
billions wasted on shoddy construction,
schools built on toxic sites and facilities
constructed at grossly inflated costs.
Given the appalling record of waste
and corruption that has characterized the
school construction program, Republicans wanted to obtain the voters’ permission to dip into $3.9 billion of their
tax money.
Republicans believe that determining
the best way to provide quality education is a responsibility that falls on the
voters, especially when it comes to borrowing their money.
Republican legislators, therefore, tried
to amend the school construction bill to
allow voters to have their say. Unfortunately, not a single Democrat legislator
supported this proposition. Once again,
the New Jersey taxpayers will foot the
bill for this action not just now, but for
generations to come.
Sen. Thomas Kean
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
Doesn’t Roberts Rule of Order Apply
To Members of Freeholder Board?
While conducting my right to freedom
of speech during a public hearing before
Union County government passed a $438million budget, I was shouted at by elected
freeholders and harassed by county employees. I was warned several times by
the county counsel that I was breaking
their Roberts Rules of order.
These rules only apply to citizens.
County employees and elected officials
can harass citizens at will. Citizens are
given five minutes to speak and a county
police officer will stop you from speaking
if you go a second over. I have been
physically removed from freeholder meetings several times for the crime of speaking more than my allotted five minutes.
When a citizen sits down after making
a public comment, freeholders can rant on
using all the time they want to discredit
what was said as well as personally attack
the speaker. There is no recourse for the
citizen. It is no wonder that only one or
two citizens bother to attend freeholder
meetings even though county government
is responsible for about a quarter of our
property tax bills.
The county is spending over $1,199,000
per day. My hometown of Cranford is
forced to send the county over $1 million
every month. My family sends the county
approximately $3,000 every year. Yet
when citizens dare to question how this
money is being spent, they are harassed
and badgered.
American citizens should not accept
their government to behave this way.
The Union County Manager George
Devanney called me a liar during the
meeting as well as in a Westfield Leader
article, when I pointed out that his wife
was the Open Space Trust Fund administrator when the county contracted to give
a non-profit children’s museum $1 million. (The county just ended the contract
for which taxpayers are out about half a
million dollars with no museum to show
for it.). I got my information from public
records and a Worrall newspaper article
dated May 20, 2004. It was explained that
representatives of the children’s museum
report to the county on a quarterly basis.
They must provide reports of what they
spent so the county can see if the money is
being spent in a way that is consistent with
the Open Space Trust fund.
“If they haven’t totally spent the
$250,000 yet, they’re not permitted to
come back to us for the next round of
funding,” the paper quoted Open Space
Trust Fund Administrator and wife of
county manager Angie Devanney as saying.
It is an old political ploy to make a
detractor look angry and negative in order
to discredit your character and your facts.
Freeholder Sullivan employed this tactic.
He said my facts regarding county spending, and Senator Raymond Lesniak’s family involvement in particular, was all personal because my husband is a former
county employee who was forced to sue
county government.
Mr. Sullivan stated that my husband
had cost the county $400,000 in legal
bills. What he didn’t bother to mention is
that it cost the county $400,000 in legal
bills because the county lost the case. My
husband was exonerated and this is a
matter of public record.

Not Always Timely
News in Wisconsin

Your State Legislators

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

It’s been so nice to receive The Westfield
Leader timelier now than ever before.
We moved to Wisconsin because of
our ages, 90 and 91, 10 years ago, to be
near our son after we had lived in Westfield
since 1926. I went to Lincoln School and
my wife, Rose, went to McKinley school.
I graduated from Westfield High School
in 1934.
In the past, we would sometimes receive your paper 2-3 weeks after the
printed date. Occasionally issues of two
separate weeks would arrive at the same
time.
Last week we received the issue of
June 26 on June 31. Great! Please, continue to be as timely. We thank you.
Steve and Rose Arbes
Wisconsin

Many other county employees have
won law suits against the county in politically charged cases in recent years. Add
these all up and the cost to taxpayers is in
the millions with more cases still outstanding. This is what happens when government is accountable to power brokers
and not to the people.
Freeholder Sullivan accused me of having a Union County contract to sell advertising for a Union County Alliance publication. The Government Records Council, a county Superior Court Judge and an
Appellate Judge has ruled that the Union
County Alliance is an independent 501(c)3
corporation and not subject to the Open
Public Records Act (OPRA) because “the
County of Union has no control over the
Alliance.”
Also that night during freeholder closing comments, when no one can dispute
them or add to the debate, was the Summit
Common Council’s recent resolution calling for the districting of Union County
government instead of freeholders being
elected at-large. The Union County freeholder board has been all Democratic for
10 years now. The election numbers show
that the Democrat voters from the cities
out vote others in the suburban towns.
For instance, Freeholder B.J. Kowalski
lives in Cranford, but she has never won
an election there, including her run for a
municipal council seat. According to the
county, Freeholder Kowalski was elected
to represent the people of Cranford,
Westfield, Mountainside, Summit, etc.
“I wish the people on the Summit Council would get over it,” said Mr. Sullivan.
I bet he does. I wish everyone else will
get on with it.
Tina Renna, President
UC Watchdog Org.
Cranford
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Phocine – Relating to seals
2. Spoor – The tracks of a wild animal
3. Spraints – The waste or dung of an
otter
4. Picaroon – A rogue, pirate, or thief
SPREAGHERY
1. The act of deriding or ridiculing
2. Violation of faith or allegiance
3. Cattle stealing
4. A cowardly, comtemptible act
MATANZA
1. A slaughterhouse
2. An outside staircase
3. A concealed dungeon with a trap
door at the top
4. A trap, snare
SULCATE
1. Interlaced or linked
2. Brittle
3. Relating to pigs; swine
4. Furrowed or grooved
BODEGA
1. A small shop that specializes in
women’s clothing
2. A wine cellar or place where wine is
sold or kept
3. A house of ill-repute
4. A meeting room for private conversation

Is Parking Free After
Noontime in WF?
I read with interest the letter by Susan
Ruszala-Johnson about being ticketed for
parking in a permit space at the Westfield
Train Station at 4:44 p.m. on a Tuesday. It
is my understanding that drivers are free to
park in unused permit spaces after noontime. I believe I have seen this in print and
heard this in commercials promoting downtown Westfield shopping. Would someone representing Westfield municipal government please clear this up for the public?
Pat Fox
Scotch Plains
Editor’s Note: Parking on the south
side train station lot in permit spaces is
free after noontime, but this is not so on
the north side lot.

SP-F Superintendent
Explains HS Principals
The following headline appeared in the
Thursday, July 3, 2008 Scotch PlainsFanwood Times and, unfortunately, it is
incorrect – “Assistant Principal Position
Cut by BOE at SP-F High School.”
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education did not cut the position of
assistant principal. The position that was
cut was that of Athletic Director, Supervisor of Health and Physical Education.
As of July 1, 2008, Scotch PlainsFanwood High School will continue to
have three (3) assistant principals. With
the recent retirement of Assistant Principal Ron Upperman, I am pleased to share
with you that Robert Harmer, our former
Athletic Director, Supervisor of Health
and Physical Education, has accepted the
Assistant Principal Athletics position effective July 1,2008.
Working with Dr. David Heisey, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Principal,
and Randall Kanter, Director of Human
Resources, we have currently realigned
resources to ensure that all programs are
receiving proper services, guidance, and
leadership.
I fully understand that the headline
writer did not intend to report inaccurately. Any help you can offer in correcting the impression that this headline created will be greatly appreciated.
Margaret Hayes, Ed.D.
Superintendent of SPF Schools

Thanks to the Westfield Baseball
League, Coaches and Volunteers
We would like to take this opportunity
to express our heartfelt thanks to the
Westfield Baseball League and all of the
coaches, teammates and parents that have
made our son’s two years playing baseball such a wonderful and memorable
experience.
As parents we make many decisions
regarding our kids – some routine and
some risky. While signing your son up for
baseball may seem like a routine decision, for us it was a difficult choice. Our
autistic son loves baseball, but we were
apprehensive about signing him up for a
team for fear of putting him in a position
where he would not be accepted by his
coaches, teammates or even the parents.
Last year we debated the pros and cons of
signing him up until it was past the registration deadline, as well as the opening
game. With all the negative stories you
hear about in the news – including one
recently where a coach was convicted of
bribing one of his little league players to
hit an autistic teammate with a ball prior
to a big game so that he could not play –
we were simply too conflicted to take the
chance.
Fortunately, a chance meeting with a
member of the Westfield Baseball League
Board convinced us to take the risk. The
League could have told us we were too
late and that we should register next year
but instead they went the extra mile. They
took our situation into consideration, allowed him to register and found him a
great coach in Scott Kraus. Scott welcomed our son to the team – even seemed
excited to have him. He was enthusiastic,
positive and kept him involved in both
practices and games. In fact, moving him
to different positions was much more
nerve-racking for us than Scott, who always assured us that he would do fine. We
were so touched by how Scott embraced
our son that we have yet to delete the emails he has written us about how much
he enjoyed having him on the team. He
even went out of his way to insist he be on
his team for a second year.
Because of the encouragement from
Scott and each of the Assistant Coaches
(Mike Smith, Mike Meola and Brian
Levine) over the last two years, our son

gained skills and confidence and learned
to love the game even more. He enjoyed
being part of the team so much that even
the possibility that a game would be canceled due to rain would disappoint him
for the entire day.
Of course the experience could not
have been so positive without the support
of all of his teammates and their parents.
Each of the players on the 2008 Twins
and 2007 Dodgers (both International
Leagues) helped our son improve, cheered
him on and, most importantly, treated
him as a valued member of the team.
Whether we were winning by many runs
or losing a playoff game in the bottom of
the 6th – his teammates and their parents
continued to be supportive and believed
he could contribute. All of the parents
should be proud of the compassion shown
by each of their children. Everyone truly
seemed happy to have him on the team,
which was something we had not anticipated.
While our son may have played his last
baseball game, we know that the connections he has made and the skills that he has
learned (baseball and otherwise) will be
invaluable to him as he overcomes the
challenges ahead.
We will forever remember and be grateful to the Westfield Baseball League, the
coaches, teammates and parents for their
support and for enabling our son to have
a truly unforgettable experience, which
will always be cherished.
The Esler Family
Westfield
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Rotary Awards $92,000
to College-Bound Students
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Rotary Club Foundation presented 22
local college-bound students with
scholarship money totaling $92,000,
at the organization’s annual scholarship luncheon held Tuesday, June 3,
at the Westfield Area YMCA. Mark
Zenobia, chairman of the
foundation’s scholarship committee,
presided over the presentations with
the selection committee, comprised
of Rotarians Elizabeth Ensslin, vicechair, Alison Brafman, Mary Ellen
O’Boyle, Roger Love, Ronald
Hutchinson and Nancy Jackson. Criteria for consideration, according to
Mr. Zenobia, are based on academic
achievement, service to the community and financial need.
Edred Shen, who is chairman of the
foundation board, said that nearly $2
million was awarded to Westfield
scholars since the inception of the
scholarship fund in 1923. He said,
“Rotary’s group of scholarships are
financed by proceeds from the club’s
annual pancake breakfast, other
fundraisers during the year, and a
managed fund comprised of donations and bequests by Rotarians, their
families and friends. The club’s foundation also administers several scholarships on behalf of the communitybased Westfield Foundation.”
Executive Director of the Westfield
Foundation Elizabeth Chance, presented her organization’s top two
scholarships in memory of Charles
and Florence Wallace, totaling
$15,000 each over the course of four
years. The scholarships went to Ariel
Mone, who will attend the University
of Scranton; and to Angela Kerins,
who will attend the College of New
Jersey.
Jessica Anderson was presented
with the Rotary Club Foundation’s
largest award – a $10,000 four-year
scholarship. She will attend Ithaca
College.
Two $5,000 scholarships in
memory of Harry Sturcke, a Rotarian
for 69 years and major donor to the
Rotary Foundation, went to Christina
Obiajulu, who will attend Swarthmore
College; and to Ioanna Protogiannis,
who plans to attend William Paterson
University.
Two $2,500 scholarships, also in
memory of Mr. Sturcke, were awarded
to Elizabeth Shannon, who is enroll-

ing at Drexel University, and to Maya
Pincus, who will attend Oberlin College.
Ms. Chance presented Kristen
Koepfler, who will attend Quinnipiac
University, with The Westfield
Foundation’s Chester Gerdes Scholarship valued at $3,000.
Elise Colasanti, who plans to attend Muhlenberg College, received a
total of $3,000 from a combination of
the Linda Read Health Sciences
Scholarship and Rotary-Special
Scholarship. Pamela Read, daughter
of the late Robert Read, a long-time
Rotarian and former club president,
who funded the scholarship, presented
the award. Ms. Read also presented
the Robert and Winifred Read Law
Scholarship valued at $2,000 to
Catherine Cognetti who will attend
Loyola University of Maryland.
Tianyou Xu, who will attend New
York University, and Craig Cognetti,
who will attend Seton Hall University, are recipients of Charles and
Florence Wallace Scholarships valued at $2,500 each. Ms. Chance made
their presentations.
The Weyman Steengrafe Scholarship in honor of a former Rotary Club
president and Rotary District 7510
Governor valued at $2,500 was
awarded to Sean Sullivan, who will
attend the University of Vermont.
The Rotary’s $2,000 Emerson Thomas Scholarship was awarded to
Jaclyn Kirna, who will attend
Bucknell University.
The following scholarships valued
at $2,500 each were also awarded.
The William Holstein Scholarship to
Christine Tolias, Cornell University;
the G.H. Pollack Scholarship to
Alannah Suchomel, Christopher Newport University, and the Tx Ewan
Scholarship to Christina Cognetti, the
University of Scranton.
Other awards at the $2,500-level
are: the D. Schneider Scholarship to
Brittany VanSickle, University of
Delaware; the H. B. Longshore Scholarship to Reece Weiner, Stevens Institute of Technology; the Steven
Keimig Scholarship to Elizabeth
Harbaugh, Carnegie Mellon University; the Isabella Dodds Scholarship
to Samantha Luscombe, Drew University, and the Jimmy Coventry
Scholarship to Samuel Johnson, University of Massachusetts.

Mountainside Students
At G.L. Receive Awards
MOUNTAINSIDE – A number of
Mountainside students received
awards and scholarships from Governor Livingston High School at its
48th Annual Recognition Program.
Peter Baniuszewicz was awarded
the Union County Counselor’s Association Scholarship and the Governor
Livingston Class of 1973 Scholarship.
Sara Boyle received the Blanche
M. and George L. Watts Scholarship.
Allen Chiconelli received the Tricia
DeRosa Memorial Award.
Katrina Degado, Thomas DeJianne,
Paige Gieger, Erin McGee,
Gwendolyn Perrin and Katelyn
Spadaccini each received the Governor Livingston PTO Scholarship.
Peter DeJianne was given the
Jonathan Gross Memorial Scholarship.
Andrew DeRose received the Ryan
Patrick Faella Memorial Trust Scholarship.
Meghan Eichner was awarded the
Highlander Booster Club Scholarship.
Bridget Greeley received the Rotary Club of Mountainside Scholar-

ship and the Junior League of
Elilzabeth-Plainfield Scholarship.
Trevor Hain was presented with
the Mountainside Board of Education Frederick Rosentiehl Memorial
Scholarship and the Mountainside
Lions Club Scholarship.
Nicole Heersema received the Joseph J. Sott Memorial Mathematics
Scholarship and the Dawn Ciasulli
Memorial Theater Arts Scholarship.
Sasha Lipton was awarded the Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
Scholarship and a bronze medallion
from the Prudential Spirit of Community Award on behalf of the
President’s Council on Service and
Civic Participation.
Elena Lopez was given the American Dream Scholarship sponsored by
Commerce Bank.
Dawn Ciasulli received the Memorial Theater Arts Scholarship.
Ashleigh Osieja was awarded the
Mountainside Education Association
Scholarship.
Michael Saldida received the
Mountainside Rotary Club Scholarship.
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Saint Bartholomew Holds
First Commencement

FLAGS FLYING…Union County Freeholder Vice Chairman, left, Alex Mirabella
of Fanwood and Freeholder Rayland Van Blake of Plainfield hand American flags
to the crowd during the 85th Annual Central Jersey July 4th Parade and
Celebration in Plainfield on Independence Day.

Stay-at-Home Dad Cohen
Makes National, Int’l News
By LAURA MORTKOWITZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD – When it’s time to do
the shopping and the cooking and
take the kids to and from school,
Caleb Cohen of Fanwood does it.
For the past seven years, Mr. Cohen
has been a stay-at-home dad, taking
care of his sons, Joshua, 7, and Sam,
3, while his wife, Lucinda Cohen,
goes to work. He does everything that
is needed, from running errands to
cooking and cleaning.
He also gets to spend the day playing with Sam, who is too young to go
to school.
“I get to build Hot Wheels tracks
and play with Legos all day,” he added.
Before the Cohens had children,
they had made the decision that one
of them needed to stay home to raise
their children. They had decided
against using daycare.
“We believe that the parents should
be the primary caregivers,” Mr. Cohen
said. “We decided that I would stay
home. My wife has a Ph.D in chemistry, and I had a bachelor’s [in computer science], but she had a much
better career potential than I did.”
Although the concept of a stay-athome dad was more rare when Mr.
Cohen first became one, things are
beginning to change.
Despite the fact that he’s not “as
readily accepted” at playgrounds by
stay-at-home moms, “this has
changed a lot of the past seven years,”
he said. “It was more of a rejection,
and today, it’s not as difficult.”
Since moving to Fanwood a year
ago, Mr. Cohen has been on the lookout for other stay-at-home dads. When
the family lived in Ann Arbor, Mich.,
Mr. Cohen had established a
playgroup with eight other stay-athome fathers.
Another sign that tides are turning
came in the form of ABC and Japanese Public Broadcast (NHK). Both
shows were interested in Mr. Cohen’s
role as a stay-at-home father, locating
him because of his activity on websites
and message boards that discuss the
phenomenon.
Three months ago, the NHK show
“New York Streets” came to Fanwood
to film Mr. Cohen and his family for
three days. The purpose was “to introduce the Japanese audience to the
stay-at-home-dad phenomenon in the
United States,” according to Mr.
Cohen.

The Japanese camera crew even
followed Mr. Cohen to Stop & Shop.
“They were astonished,” he said.
“The producer came to me and said,
‘You cook? We have to film that! You
shop, too?’”
The NHK show aired in Japan on
June 19. On June 12, ABC sent a
camera crew to follow Mr. Cohen for
six hours. It aired as a two-minute
piece June 15 on ABC World News,
just before Father’s Day weekend.
He was recognized from the piece
after it aired. A woman stopped him
when he was taking Joshua to school.
She asked him if he really enjoyed
being a stay-at-home parent, and when
he said he did, she confessed that she
would rather be working.
“I believe I have the best job in the
world, and I would do it again in a
heartbeat,” Mr. Cohen said.
During the recent heat wave, when
schools were closed, Mr. Cohen did
something special. “I packed the kids
up, and we went to the beach,” he
said. “And that’s a luxury you don’t
have with a regular job.”
Mr. Cohen is looking to network
with other stay-at-home dads and can
be contacted by e-mail at
athomedad@hail2pitt.org.

WF Students Receive
UNICO Scholarships
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chapter of UNICO awarded scholarships to four Westfield High School
students. These scholarships were
based on academic achievement, leadership and character.
The recipients include Michael
Melillo, Samantha Luscombe,
Kristian Wendel and Jorie RichlinZack. Michael will attend The College of New Jersey and is planning to
pursue a degree in business management. Samantha will attend Drew University and will pursue a degree in
psychology. Kristian, a member of
the National Honor Society, will attend St. Francis University to further
her interest in physical therapy. Jorie
will study business administration at
Syracuse University.
UNICO, the largest Italian-American service organization in the United
States, awards scholarships at
Westfield High School annually. It
also contributes to various charities
and donates money towards cancer
research and mental health disorders.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Saint
Bartholomew Academy held its commencement ceremony for the Class
of 2008 on Friday, June 13. This
year’s 21 graduates comprise the first
graduating class of the newly recognized academy.
Following the processional, parents, grandparents, family members,
friends, staff and faculty joined together in a tribute to America in song
and prayer. Reverend John J. Paladino
welcomed the attendees and celebrated the merit of the graduates. He
thanked parents for their sacrifices
and expressed his appreciation to the
principal, faculty and staff who have
supported the students toward achieving a laudable Catholic education.
Sister Louise, in her last commencement address as principal of Saint
Bartholomew Academy, said, “It is
here, in this place, that you have worshipped as a community of faith, offering one another support and love
as you grew and matured.” She reminded the graduates that, as students, they entered Saint
Bartholomew Academy in a “frontier
land.” The students journeyed through
their primary and intermediate years
of education learning, discovering and
exploring paths to persevere. Sister
Louise urged the graduates to hold on
to the “3 R’s” – respect, responsibility and right judgment. Their principal compelled them to “Go. Make a
difference” in their communities.
The graduates for the 2007-2008
academic school year are: Blair Elizabeth Bamrick, Sabine N. Cardio,
Geoffrey Justin Chmura, Noah Aaron
Cummings, Francis Edward Degnan,
Matthew John Donaway, Loren A
Franco, Domenic V. Gubernat, Anthony Charles Krajcsik, Mary Elizabeth Leahy, Anthony Joseph
Livingstone, Edward Daniel Lopez,
Corinne Marie Luongo, Keith A.
Monteiro, Daniel Quinton, Chanise
A. Roberson, Amanda Lauren Searls,
Ananya Sen Gupta, Mary Stephanie
Soorial, Megan Elizabeth Trollo and
Kurtis E. Walcott.
Saint Bartholomew Academy also
presented graduation awards. For
General Excellence, monetary gifts
of $200, donated by the Saint
Bartholomew and IHM Rosary Altar
Society, were awarded to Ananya Sen
Gupta, Amanda Searls and Mary
Soorial. For Excellence, monetary
gifts of $150, donated by the Saint
Bartholomew Holy Name Society
were awarded to Sabine Cardio, Anthony Krajcsik and Anthony
Livingstone. For High Honors, monetary gifts of $100, donated by Saint
Bartholomew Academy Home School
Association, were awarded to Blair
Bamrick, Francis Degnan, Mary
Leahy and Daniel Quintin. Creative
Writing Awards, monetary gifts of
$50, given by Helen Boguszewski in
memory of Betsy and Tom Orr, were
awarded to Ananya Sen Gupta and
Mary Soorial. The Christian Discipleship Award, a monetary gift of $100
in memory of Father Vincent Sprouls,
was awarded to Edward Lopez. The
Christian Discipleship Award, a mon-

etary gift of $100 in memory of Peggy
Farrell, was awarded to Mary Leahy.
The Religious Teachers Filippini
Founders Award, a monetary gift of
$100 each, donated by the Saint
Bartholomew Knights of Columbus,
was awarded to Sabine Cardio and
Anthony Krajcsik. The Emily Clark
Scholarship, a monetary gift of $250
each, which is funded by an anonymous benefactor of the academy, was
awarded to Corinne Luongo and
Megan Trollo. The Kenneth
Grabowski Science Scholarship, a
monetary gift of $250, donated by
Maria Grabowski in memory of her
late husband Kenneth Grabowski, was
awarded to both Anthony Livingstone
and Amanda Searls.
Blair Bamrick received the Mother
Seton High School Seton Scholar and
the Union Catholic Academic scholarships. Sabine Cardio was acknowledged as a Mother Seton High School
Seton Scholar. Domenic Gubernat
received a Roman Catholic Scholastic Olympics scholarship. A Mother
Seton High School Caritas scholarship was awarded to Mary Leahy.
Keith Monteiro received three scholarships. He was presented with a
Roman Catholic Scholastic Olympics award, a Saint Joseph High
School academic scholarship and a
Seton Hall Preparatory scholarship.
Amanda Searls was awarded a Mother
Seton High School Caritas scholarship. Three scholarships were presented to Ananya Sen Gupta. In addition to receiving a Mother Seton High
School Caritas scholarship and a
Union Catholic academic award,
Ananya was acknowledged with a
Roman Catholic Distinguished Honor
scholarship. Mary Soorial was
awarded with both a Mother Seton
High School Elizabeth Seton Scholar
scholarship, as well as a Roman
Catholic Scholastic Olympics award.
Megan Trolls received a scholarship
from Saint Bartholomew Athletics.
The Saint Bartholomew Academy
graduating class of 2008 received a
total of $75,900 in scholarship awards.
The ceremony concluded as the
graduates paid tribute to their parents. Each graduate presented their
parents with a rose, and words of
appreciation and love. Following the
closing prayer, offered by Father
Paladino, the graduates collectively
departed the auditorium where the
principal, church pastor, faculty and
staff extended their congratulations
and best wishes.

Local Army Sergeant
Mobilized for Duty
Army Reserve Sgt. Fred W. Doane
has been mobilized and activated for
deployment overseas to a forward
operating base in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. Mr. Doane, a
military police member with eight
years of military service, is normally
assigned 340th Military Police Company, Flushing, N.Y.
Mr. Doane is the son of Mariel and
Ethridge Doane of Cranford and a
1997 graduate of Cranford HS.

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC
Attorneys At Law

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001 • www.stahlesq.com

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net
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Saltcellars and Model Planes
On Display at Local Library

Clock to Continue Tribute
To Korean War Veterans
SCOTCH PLAINS – Don Wussler,
chairman and grand marshal of the
2008 Fanwood-Scotch Plains Memorial Day Parade, has revealed that
while the parade took place on May
26, he is “still getting positive comments from Korean War veterans and
parade viewers.”
This year’s parade theme commemorated the 55th anniversary of
the signing of the Korean War Armistice. Approximately 50 Korean War
veterans participated in the memorial
service before the parade and rode in
open cars during the parade.
According to Mr. Wussler, himself
wounded in Korea, the veterans were
very pleased with the public response
of flag waving, applause and people
shouting “thank you.”
“This gave the veterans a great
sense of pride, and they were delighted to know their efforts were
appreciated and not forgotten,” he
said.
Mr. Wussler is spearheading a community-wide effort to install a commemorative clock in front of the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building.
The clock will face in two directions,
with the design being similar to the
Millennium Clock located at Martine
and South Avenues in Fanwood.
A plaque at the base of the clock
will honor the Korean War veterans
and is intended as a reminder of the
sacrifices made by Scotch Plains veterans who served their country during the Korean War, Mr. Wussler said.
Funds for this project are coming
solely from public donations. The
Korean War Veterans Memorial Committee has raised more than half of
the required $15,000 to purchase and
install the clock. Its goal is to have the
clock ready for unveiling at a dedica-

tion ceremony this year on Veterans
Day, November 11.
“The idea is to get as many people
as possible making donations so they,
too, can look at the clock with the
pride of knowing that their contributions made this honor to our veterans
become a reality,” Mr. Wussler stated.
Donations, in any amount, can be
made at the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building, located at 430 Park Avenue, or by calling Mr. Wussler at
(908) 889-1709. Checks should be
made payable to the Korean War
Memorial Fund.

Rotary Club Installs
New Slate of Officers
FANWOOD – The Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club held a swearing in
ceremony on June 25 for its officers
for 2008-2009 at The Westwood in
Garwood. Andy Calamaras, past district governor of District 7510, installed the new slate of officers.
Janet Strunk, bank manager of PNC
Bank of Scotch Plains, was installed
as the new president. Other officers
sworn in were Ray Pardon of ERA
Realty in Scotch Plains, vice president; Karen McNally of Park Avenue
Printing in Scotch Plains, secretary,
and Sean Duffy, a Certified Public
Accountant in Scotch Plains, treasurer.
These officers will serve in their
positions until July 1, 2009.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club meets every Wednesday at
noon at the Pantagis Renaissance restaurant in Scotch Plains. Guests are
welcome. Anyone interested in attending a meeting of the club is asked
to call Dick Dobyns at (908) 3225986. More information about Rotary also is available at Fsprotary.org.

Garwood Lions Club
Honors Local Scholars
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GARWOOD – During the Eighth
Grade Commencement Exercises for
the Garwood Public Schools, the
Garwood Lions Club recognized two
graduates by presenting them with
United States Savings Bonds.
The recipients included Meghan
Emmons and Jaclyn Weisser, both of
whom received the Donald Boyden
Memorial Award for overall academic
excellence. Meghan also received the
Daniel F. Snyder Memorial Award,
which is given to the student achieving
the highest-grade average in science.
In addition to the savings bonds
awarded to the eighth graders, the
Lions awarded high school scholarships to Garwood students graduating from Arthur L. Johnson High
School in Clark. These presentations
were made at the annual awards ceremony prior to graduation. This year’s
scholarship winners were Shannon
Syciarz and Andrew Chu.
The Lions Club, best known for
recycling used eyeglasses, also is dedicated to performing service within the
community by supporting youth-oriented activities. These include financially supporting a baseball team and
scouting, as well as sponsoring the
borough’s annual Halloween Parade.

ROTARY TEAM…Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club officers gather to be
sworn in for the 2008-2009 year by District 7510 Past District Governor Andy
Calamaras, far left. The officers, from left to right, are: Janet Strunk, president;
Ray Pardon, vice president; Karen McNally, secretary, and Sean Duffy, treasurer.

Health Programs to Be Held
At Local Sites This Month
WESTFIELD AREA – Overlook
Hospital has announced a series of
health events to be held at local sites.
Blood pressure screenings will take
place on Tuesday, July 22, from 10
a.m. to noon at the Westfield Area
“Y,” located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield. Health clinicians will provide counseling and educational materials. Registration is required.
Diabetes screenings will be held on
Tuesday, July 29, from 10 a.m. to noon

Single Jewish Friends
Slate Uno’s Luncheon
AREA – The Circle of Single Jewish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat luncheon on Sunday, July 20, at
noon. It will take place at Uno’s Chicago Grill, located at 61 U.S. Highway Route 1 South in Metuchen.
The cost is $3 plus the price of a
meal from the menu and tip. Interested persons are asked to respond by
calling Roberta at (908) 668-5480.

Library to Feature
Talk on Slow Foods
SCOTCH PLAINS – Margaret
Noon, leader of the Northern Jersey
Chapter of Slow Foods USA, will
speak on Wednesday, July 23, at 7
p.m. in the Community Room of the
Scotch Plains Public Library.
She will speak on the growth of the
Slow Foods Movement, with its emphasis on fresh food that is produced
in an ecologically responsible manner, highlighting local farms, markets,
artisan food producers and restaurants
in this area. More information on the
group is available at slowfoodnnj.org.
While there is no charge to attend,
pre-registration is highly recommended, as space is limited. To register, call the Scotch Plains Public Library at (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204, or e-mail library@scotlib.org.
All programs at the library are free
and open to all. The library is located
at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one block
from Park Avenue in the center of the
township. For further information or
directions, call (908) 322-5007.

at the Westfield Area “Y.” Participants
will learn their blood sugar and risk
factors for Type II Diabetes with a
non-fasting fingerstick that gives immediate results. Health clinicians will
provide counseling and educational
materials. Registration is required.
Cholesterol screenings will be held
on Monday, July 14, from 10 a.m. to
noon at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
YMCA, 1340 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains, and on Wednesday,
July 23, from noon to 2 p.m. at the
Westfield Area “Y.” Total cholesterol,
HDL and TC/HDL ratio will be measured using a fingerstick. Health clinicians will offer education and counseling based on the results. The fee is
$10. Participants do not have to fast,
but registration is required.
A Body Mass Index/Body Fat
Analysis program will be held on
Wednesday, July 16, from noon to 2
p.m. at the Westfield Area “Y.” Health
clinicians will provide individual
counseling and educational materials. Registration is required.
Bone density screenings for men
and women to determine risk for osteoporosis will take place on Tuesday, July 15, from 10 a.m. to noon at
the Westfield Area “Y.” Health clinicians will provide educational materials and counseling. The fee is $10.
Registration is required.
To register for any of these programs, call (800) 247-9580. All programs are free unless otherwise indicated.

Registration Available
For Sept. 6 Garage Sale
MOUNTAINSIDE – The annual
Mountainside Garage Sale will be
held on Saturday, September 6.
All residents of Mountainside are
invited to have a garage sale at their
home. For a fee of $20, the
Mountainside Newcomers Club will
advertise in local papers, provide
signage and distribute a list of sale
locations and sale items.
To register, contact Katherine
Stultz at (908) 232-1980 or
vegastultz@yahoo.com by Saturday,
August 23.

WESTFIELD – Two new exhibits
are on display at the Westfield Memorial Library through Thursday,
July 31. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street.
The front display, which is at the
entrance of the library, houses the
saltcellar collection of Ruby McHugh
of Westfield. Typically made of glass,
saltcellars are small dishes used for
holding salt. They were owned by
wealthy families from the Middle
Ages through World War II.
Thirty years ago, Ms. McHugh’s
sister-in-law gave her a saltcellar, and
she has been collecting them ever
since. Currently, close to 100 of her
saltcellars, some with tiny spoons,
line the shelves of the display case,
while another 100 remain at her home.
The majority of them are formed of
clear glass, while others are made of
colored glass, and they take various
shapes. Saltcellars can be round,
square or fashioned into various designs, such as a donkey pulling a cart.

Garwood Lions Name
Officers For 2008-09
GARWOOD – During a recent
meeting, the Garwood Lions Club
held its election of officers for the
club year 2008-2009.
Assuming their duties this month
are Peggy Briggs, president; Timothy Hak, first vice president; Patricia
Quattrocchi, second vice president;
Mary Maszczak, recording secretary;
Christine Guerriero, corresponding
secretary; Walter Maszczak, treasurer; Frank Todisco, Tail Twister,
and Jimmy Marano, Lion Tamer.
An international service organization, the Lions collect used eyeglasses
to be recycled, sponsor the borough’s
annual Halloween Parade and offer
financial support to various local and
state vision related projects and multiple borough organizations.
To learn more about the Lions
organization and obtain information
about membership, call Peggy Briggs
at (908) 654-4977.

JCC Offers Programs
For Senior Citizens
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey invites area residents age
60 and up to take part in its summer
calendar of activities, programs, special trips and meals, among other
offerings. The three-day-a-week program, now underway, is held Monday through Wednesday. It will conclude on Wednesday, August 13.
Monday and Tuesday programs
take place at the JCC’s summer site at
Congregation Beth Israel (CBI), located at Martine Avenue and Shalom
Way in Scotch Plains. Wednesdays
are devoted to special programs and
day trips. A hot Kosher lunch is available with every program at CBI.
The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. Full details of the JCC’s
summer programming for senior citizens are available at jccnj.org. Brochures also are available at the JCC.

J&R

Ed & the Boys

FURNITURE
Refinish - Restore - Repair

Home renovations and
handyman service.
Kitchens, baths,
basements, additions
and more.

No Job Too Small
Free Estimates,
Pickup & Delivery

For honest, reliable and
quality work call:

Murph

Among those on display from Ms.
McHugh’s collection are a deep, redamber scalloped shell, an orange shoe,
a blue turkey on a cellar top and a
white milk-glass bowl. Today, saltcellars typically are made of porcelain, silver or wood.
The library’s second display case,
which is situated on the first floor near
the New Books section and the picture
windows, houses the model airplane
collection of Westfield resident John
McCormack. An airplane buff since
childhood, he has his small aircraft
pilot’s license and has been collecting
model airplanes for the last 15 years.
The models on display are replicas
of American, Great Britain and German fighter planes, among them the
P-38 “Lightning” and the B-25
“Mitchell.” The display includes a
NewYork sectional aeronautical chart,
an E6B computer and a basic navigation plotter.
During the summer, the Westfield
Memorial Library is open Monday
through Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Fridays from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Individuals who would like to display their collections at the library
are asked to contact Lauren Ryan,
head of Adult Services, at (908) 7894090, extension no. 4140.
For more details on library programs, call (908) 789-4090, visit
wmlnj.org or stop by the library for
a copy of its quarterly newsletter.

Rick Recht to Give
Concert Next Week
SCOTCH PLAINS – Jewish rock
star Rick Recht will return to the
Jewish Community Center (JCC) of
Central New Jersey on Wednesday,
July 16, at 7 p.m.
Known for his energetic music and
interactive performances, Mr. Recht
has appeared all over the world.
All are welcome to attend this concert. The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. Tickets are
$12 in advance and $15 at the door.
Space is extremely limited and advance purchase is recommended.
For more information or to purchase tickets, contact Michele
Dreiblatt at (908) 889-8800, extension no. 205, or mdreiblatt@jccnj.org.

Scotch Plains Baptist
Sets VBS For August
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Baptist Church invites youngsters age 4 through sixth grade to
participate in its Vacation Bible
School. It will take place from Sunday through Thursday, August 3 to 7,
from 6:15 to 8:30 p.m.
“Son Harvest Country Fair” will be
this year’s theme. Participants will be
treated to a free week of games, crafts,
songs, stories and snacks.
To attend, children must be registered no later than Sunday, July 27.
The Scotch Plains Baptist Church is
located at 333 Park Avenue, at the
corner of Grand Street. For more information, call the church at (908)
322-5487.

Warley’s
Painting
INTERIOR - EXTERIOR

Affordable Prices
Free Estimates

973 - 460 - 1274
973 - 474 - 6016

Call Joe:
732-371-5054

973-819-5720

Construction
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B&D

Co., Inc.

Fine Quality Homes
CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

ALTER

908-654-7505

Leo C. White Jr.
Office: 908.654.9098
Cell: 908.233.9588

PLUMBING
and
HEATING

CIAL
COMMER
RESID
ENTIA
L
ATIONS

LICENSE #7638

REPAIRS / SERVICE WORK / SMALL DRAIN CLEANING
WATER HEATER SPECIALISTS
NO JOB TOO SMALL / WE DO IT ALL

www.murphconstruction.com

JOHN DeNICOLA JR.

Ceramic Tile
and Marble

BLACK TOP

Contractor, LLC

PAVING

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
Ceramic Tile - Patio & Decks

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

908-232-7383

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422

Owner Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

FREE ESTIMATES

Life is a gift . . . live
healthier with Herbalife!
Increased energy
Weight Management
Strengthened immunity
Feel and be healthier with all
natural products
Heather LeBreton 908-644-7926
www.herbal-nutrition.net/hblebreton

DECKS
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
BASEMENTS and
of course ADDITIONS
John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900
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Senior Citizens Group Plans
Visit to Culinary Institute
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Group
will sponsor a trip on Wednesday,
August 20, to the Culinary Institute
of America for a luncheon prepared
by future chefs.
Founded in 1946, the Culinary Institute has been at its current location,
St. Andrew-on-the-Hudson in Hyde
Park, N.Y., since 1972. It is housed at
the site of a former Jesuit seminary.

Scotch Plains Baptist
On Summer Schedule
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Baptist Church, located at 333
Park Avenue, is now on its summer
worship schedule, which will continue until September 7. Sunday worship begins at 10 a.m. Participants are
invited to join in prayer, sing hymns
and hear a sermon.
The church is air-conditioned and a
nursery is available each week. Parking is available on Grand Street and in
the bank lot across from the church
on Park Avenue. For more information, call the church office at (908)
322-5487.

The current student body follows a
carefully designed progression of
courses culminating in an associate
degree in culinary arts.
Students will prepare the luncheon
that day in the Caterina De Medici
Restaurant. The menu will consist of
white bean soup with escarole, braised
veal with Swiss chard, and flourless
chocolate cake with whipped cream
for dessert.
The bus (charter subsidized by the
Township of Scotch Plains) will leave
at 9:45 a.m. from the Scotch Hills Golf
Course, located at Plainfield Avenue
and Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.
Registration will commence on
Tuesday, July 22, for Scotch Plains
residents at a cost of $34, and on
Tuesday, July 29, for non-residents at
a cost of $39. Any change in the planned
luncheon menu by a participant involves an additional cost of $10.
All registrations must be done in
the recreation department office at
the Scotch Plains Municipal Building, located at 430 Park Avenue. For
more information, call (908) 3226700, extension no. 221, or (908)
889-2084.

Paul Dunham of Troop 73
Attains Eagle Scout Rank
WESTFIELD – Paul Cuffee Dun- name.
The silhouettes are now part of the
ham, a member of Boy Scouts of
America Troop 73 and a graduate of RCWF’s annual candlelight vigil, which
Holy Trinity Interparochial School is held on the steps of the historic
in Westfield, recently became an Somerville courthouse each October in
observance of Domestic
Eagle Scout. The rank
Violence Awareness
of Eagle is the highest
Month. The purpose of
honor available in Boy
the vigil is to remember
Scouting.
the victims and celebrate
The Holy Trinity Rothe survivors of domestic
man Catholic Church of
violence.
Westfield sponsors Troop
Paul began his scout73. Paul had his Eagle
ing career as a Webelo in
Scout Court of Honor CerPack 135-Den 8 at West
emony on June 1 in the
End Elementary School
Holy Trinity School gymin North Plainfield. Since
nasium.
joining Troop 73, he has
With a team of Troop
been very involved with
73 scouts, adult and
troop activities.
Paul Cuffee Dunham
youth volunteers, Paul’s
Paul was selected to atEagle Scout project was
done in support of the Resource Cen- tend Junior Leadership Training at
ter for Women and Their Families Camp Winnebago in Rockaway Town(RCWF), the lead domestic violence ship in 2002. He worked two summers
(2006 and 2007) as a camp counselor at
agency in Somerset County.
Paul and his team built a “Silent Trailside Cub Scout Camp in Watchung.
In addition to his scouting activiWitness Exhibit,” comprised of 26
life-size silhouettes representing ac- ties, Paul began volunteering with his
tual domestic violence victims who mother for the RCWF in 1995. As a
perished in Somerset County between small boy, he started out helping at
Playhouse Festivals and other
1976 and 2005.
The adults cut the wood, and the fundraisers and keeping the agency
scouts and volunteers sanded and children company.
The new Eagle currently is a stupainted the figures in bright red.
They also painted heart-shaped dent at Lehigh Carbon Community
wooden plaques in gold with the College in Allentown, Pa. and works
names of each victim. When con- part-time. A resident of North
struction of the silhouettes was com- Plainfield, he thanked his scouting
plete, each scout and volunteer family and friends for their love and
placed a gold heart on a silhouette, support in helping him achieve his
respectfully calling out the victim’s Eagle rank.

– Obituaries –
Elizabeth F. Heroux, 70, Loved Family;
Had Been Teacher and Sales Manager
Elizabeth F. Heroux, 70, of
Bedford, N.H. died on Friday, June
20, after a period of declining health.
Born on April 2, 1938 in South
Orange to Louis and Elizabeth
(Damata) Selitto, Elizabeth grew
up in a large, loving family. Her
three brothers predeceased her. Her
two sisters were her best friends
throughout her life. Elizabeth graduated from Holy Trinity High School
in Westfield, where she met her husband, John B. Heroux. Their 47th
wedding anniversary took place two
days before her death.
She graduated from Mount
Aloysius College in Cresson, Pa. in
1958 and began her career as an
elementary education teacher at
Holy Trinity School in Westfield.
After her marriage in 1961, she
devoted herself to a full-time career
as a wife and mother. Following the
birth of her two children, the family
settled in Madison, N.J., where she
was involved in her children’s activities. A corporate relocation
brought the family to Bedford in
1975, and she made Bedford, and
New Hampshire, her new home.
As her children grew, Elizabeth
returned to the workforce, and began a career in the hospitality industry. She worked first at the
Hanover House Restaurant in
Manchester, N.H., then in sales at
Holiday Inn West in Manchester,
and at the Sheraton Wayfarer in
Bedford, N.H., where she met many
media personalities, including
ABC’s Peter Jennings, during Primary coverage. Before retiring, she
was sales manager at The Highlander Inn in Manchester.
Elizabeth cherished her five
grandchildren and, in retirement,
became almost a full-time Grandma.
She was there for all their big days,
from births to birthdays, some sporting events, ballet recitals and plays,
and visited spontaneously, just to
see them. Two days before her death,
she received a call from two grandchildren, who told her about their
final report cards. Her eyes were
shining and she was smiling
throughout the conversation. It was

the highlight of her final days. Her
grandchildren were the stars in her
heaven. She was a best friend to her
children, her grandchildren and her
sisters.
In retirement, Elizabeth served
as a volunteer at Our Place, a division of Catholic Charities. Later in
life, she was active in the Bedford
Women’s Club. Her interest was in
the Dress for Success program, a
collection of business wear for lowincome women.
In addition to her passion for her
grandchildren, there was golf, the
Boston Red Sox and photography.
She was a quiet artist as well. Elizabeth loved to travel with her husband, John, and they had been
throughout the United States, as well
as to Montreal, Quebec City, London, Rome, Bermuda and the Bahamas. One of her favorite travel stories was the day she was pick-pocketed in Rome.
Elizabeth lived her life with dignity, loving passion and with the
love and respect of her family and
friends. She is sorely missed.
In addition to her husband, John,
of Bedford, she is survived by her
daughter, Mary Beth O’Malley, her
husband, Patrick, and their children,
Gillian and Conor, of Scituate,
Mass., and her son, Jay, his wife,
Jill, and their three sons, Alex,
Zachary and Nicholas, of
Warrenton, Va. Also surviving are
her sisters, Marie Ruggles of New
Boston, N.H. and Ann Selitto of
Weare, N.H.; a niece, Amanda
Ruggles of New Boston, and many
nieces and nephews throughout the
country.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Wednesday, June 25, at
St. Elizabeth Seton Church on Meetinghouse Road in Bedford.
In lieu of flowers, please make a
donation on behalf of Nicholas
Heroux to Children’s National
Medical Center, 111 Michigan Avenue, Washington, D.C. 20010, either to the Heart and Kidney Department or the Center for Neuroscience.

Eva Di Francesco, 88

Catalina Fountoulakis

Eva Massa Di Francesco, 88, of
Fanwood died on Monday, July 7,
at her residence.
Born in Cranford, she was raised
in Newark, graduating from
Westside High School in 1937. Mrs.
Di Francesco raised her family in
Westfield before retiring to Toms
River, where she resided for 20
years. She lived in Fanwood for the
past few months.
Her husband of 55 years, Joseph
J. Di Francesco, predeceased her on
March 8.
Surviving are a son, Joseph L. Di
Francesco; two daughters, Teresa
Di Francesco and Anita Herguth,
and three grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial will
be offered at 10 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, July 11, at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield, where
she was a founding member.
Visitation will take place from 2
to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. today, Thursday,
July 10, at the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Homeside
Hospice, 67 Walnut Avenue, Suite
205, Clark, N.J. 07066.

Catalina M. Fountoulakis
(Lopez), 82, of Scotch Plains died
on Tuesday, July 1, at her home.
Born and raised in Texas, she had
lived in Elkton, Va. from 1957 to
1965, when she moved to Scotch
Plains.
Mrs. Fountoulakis was a longtime member of the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church in Scotch
Plains, where she taught Sunday
school.
She earned a degree in business
administration from Southeastern
Oklahoma University in Durant,
Okla. and a master’s degree from
the University of Texas in Austin.
Mrs. Fountoulakis had taught at the
Texas Presbyterian School for Girls
in Sinton, Tex.
Her
husband,
Jimmy
Fountoulakis, predeceased her in
2000.
Surviving are three sons, Michael
Fountoulakis, George Fountoulakis
and Steven Fountoulakis, and a sister, Elisa Mascorro.
Services were held on Saturday,
July 5, at the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Burial took place at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

July 10, 2008

July 10, 2008

July 10, 2008

The Rotary Club of Westfield
LIVES REMEMBERED…For his Eagle Scout project, Paul Cuffee Dunham
created a display of wooden figures commemorating lives lost to domestic violence,
which are pictured outside the Somerville Court House. Paul is a member of Troop
73, sponsored by the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church of Westfield.

The Westfield Memorial Library presents

Helping Our Community For 86 Years
Please Join Us For Lunch
Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y
12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

www.westfieldrotary.com
A Potpourri of Song by the Two Tenors:

Vladimir Gudov
and Douglas Witter

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.

Thursday, July 10, 2008

Page 7

Loretta Ryan, 98, Church Founder;
Owned Mountain Avenue Cleaners
Loretta Kanane Ryan, 98, of Connolly of Mountainside, Mary Ann
Boden of Watchung and
Westfield, formerly of
Loretta Bevard of Bozman,
Mountainside, passed
Md. She also will be deeply
away peacefully on Sunmissed by her 13 grandchilday, July 6.
dren and 14 great-grandchilMrs. Ryan and her late
dren.
husband, Daniel J. Ryan,
A Mass of Christian Burial
owned the Mountain Avwas held yesterday, Wednesenue Cleaners in
day, July 9, at the Our Lady of
Mountainside for many
Lourdes Church. Burial took
years. She also was a
place at Saint Gertrude Cemfounding member of the
etery in Colonia.
Our Lady of Lourdes RoArrangements were by the
man Catholic Church in
Loretta Ryan
Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Mountainside.
Her husband predeceased her in Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, contributions to
1993. She also was predeceased by
two sons, Daniel, in 1935, and Den- the Homeside Hospice, 67 Walnut
Avenue, Suite 205, Clark, N.J. 07066
nis, in 2004, and by a grandson.
Surviving are a son, John, of Long would be greatly appreciated.
July 10, 2008
Valley, and three daughters, Patricia

Theodore J. Schaffernoth, 92, Farmer;
Was Scotch Plains Volunteer Firefighter
Theodore J. “Ted” Schaffernoth,
92, of Scotch Plains died on Wednesday, July 2, at his daughter’s home in
South Plainfield.
Born in Salford Station, Pa., he
came to Scotch Plains as a child in
1927. He was a veteran of World War
II, having served in the 757th Tank
Battalion of the United States Army.
Mr. Schaffernoth was the co-owner
of Schaffernoth Brothers, a farm in
Scotch Plains. He also was a member
and past president of the Union
County Board of Agriculture.
A charter member of the Scotch
Plains Southside Volunteer Fire Department, he served as callman, lieutenant and captain. He retired from the
fire department in 1981.
His wife, Rose Schaffernoth, predeceased him in 2004.
Surviving are his daughter, Alice
A. Schaffernoth, and several nieces.
The funeral took place on Monday,
July 7, from the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.
A Funeral Mass followed at the Im-

Lorraine A. Vadas, 48
Lorraine A. Vadas, 48, of East
Stroudsburg, Pa. died on Monday,
June 30, at the Pocono Medical Center in East Stroudsburg.
Born in Queens, N.Y., she was the
daughter of Irene Lear Walter of
Queens, N.Y. and the late John J.
Walter. She was a resident of the East
Stroudsburg area for the past five
years. Prior to that, she had lived in
the Bergen County, N.J. area.
Surviving, in addition to her
mother, are two sons, Christopher G.
Vadas of Jersey City and Steven D.
Vadas of Fanwood; a daughter, Jennifer R. Vadas of Archbald, Pa.; three
sisters, Irene Miller of Holland,
Mich. and Dorothy Walter and Janet
Walter, both of Queens, N.Y.; a
brother, Douglas Cook of Virginia
Beach, Va., and a grandson, Colin.
Funeral services were held on
Thursday, July 3, from the Joseph J.
Pula Funeral Home of Stroudsburg,
Pa., with the Reverend Thomas E.
Anderman officiating. Cremation followed the services.
July 10, 2008

maculate Heart of Mary Roman Catholic Church in Scotch Plains. Interment
was private.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Haven Hospice, 65 James
Street, Edison, N.J. 08820. For additional information or to express condolences,
please
visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
July 10, 2008

William W. Gilman, 91
William Wirt Gilman, 91, of Westfield
died on Friday, July 4, at his home.
Born in Park Ridge on June 2, 1917,
he lived in Westfield for 36 years.
Mr. Gilman was a member of the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield. He served during World
War II as a chaplain’s assistant.
Prior to his retirement, Mr. Gilman
was a top salesman for Electrolux in
East Orange for 65 years.
Surviving is his wife of 41 years,
Rosemarie Gilman.
Burial was private at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield under the direction
of the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East
Broad Street in Westfield.
A memorial service will be held on
Saturday, July 19, at 11:30 a.m. at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield. Donations in lieu of flowers
may be made to the church at One East
Broad Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
July 10, 2008

Paul L. Meierdierck, 88
Paul Lawrence Meierdierck, 88, a
lifelong resident of the Westfield area,
died on Friday, July 4, at Overlook
Hospital in Summit.
Born in Newark, Mr. Meierdierck
had worked for 35 years in the energy and financial fields prior to retiring. He was a United States Army
veteran of World War II.
Surviving are his wife, Ruth
Meierdierck; a son, Paul Meierdierck,
Jr. (Dirk); two daughters, Diane Mull
and Jill Adams; six grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren.
A future service will be held at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
Arrangements are by the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.
July 10, 2008
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Thomas E. Meade
Financial Consultant
• Investments
• Insurance
• Estate Planning
• Retirement Plans

732-382-7899
thomas.meade@lpl.com
Securities offered thru LPL Financial • Member SIPC & FINRA

Gray Funeral Homes
Since 1897

Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Wednesday, July 23 at 7 pm
Well known Operatic
Arias

International Songs

Broadway Show
Tunes

Favorite Gershwin
Selections

Register by calling 908.789.4090 X 4140.
Program open to Westfield Memorial
Library and MURAL cardholders.
550 East Broad Street, Westfield

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.
Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the
personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or
cremation.
Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325
(908)-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707
(908)-276-0092

Charles J. Tombs
NJ Lic. Number 4006
Director
www.grayfuneralhomes.com
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SIMO HOMERS, SCORES 3 RUNS; WALSH 2-RUN TRIPLE

Investors Rip Deegan Roofers
In SP A Division Softball, 12-3
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Investor Savings kept right on the
tail of A Division leader Samila’s
Pizza with a 12-3 victory over Deegan
Roofing in the Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League action at Farley Field
in Scotch Plains on July 2. Last year
Samila’s Pizza, under the name of the
Outsiders, beat out the Investors for
the A Division title.
“If we be selective at the plate, we
can beat them,” said Investors’ Steve
Barba about his team’s quest to overtake Samila’s group of very talented
power hitters.
Against the Roofers, the 13-3 Investors totaled 15 hits and banked on
the power of Todd Simo, a former

New Providence High School baseball standout pitcher (1997-99 –
Group 1 State champs in 1998). Simo
paid dividends with a solo home run,
a pair of singles and three runs scored.
Tim Walsh cashed in with a two-run
triple and Brian Dayton (2-for-4, run
scored) delivered a two-run single.
Joe DiFazio contributed an RBI
double and an RBI single, and Emidio
Monaco donated an RBI double, a
single and two runs scored. Walsh at
third base, Dayton in center and
DiFazio at second also proved they
still had the right stuff defensively.
Ageless Tom Straniero led the
Roofers with a triple, a single and
two runs scored. Veteran Mike
Kuchar cracked an RBI double and a

single, and Matt Betau poked a pair
of singles.
Straniero gave the Roofers a 1-0
lead in the top of the first after lacing
his triple and scoring on Damon
Roth’s sacrifice fly to right.
“Let’s get 3,4,5 runs back! Let’s
win the inning,” suggested Barba as
the Investors strutted in to bat.
After Deegan pitcher Richie Johns
used only three pitches to retire the
Investors, there was a feeling of accomplishment.
“Three! Can’t do any better than
that! That was a tough inning,” said
Johns, while grinning.
His next inning was tough, however, as the Investors deposited six
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIDING SAFELY INTO THIRD…Westfield Blue’s George Devanney slides safely into third as Westfield White third
baseman Brett Robertshaw watches the ball roll into foul territory. Robertshaw pulled off an unassisted double play in the
third inning to kill a Westfield Blue rally.

ROBERTSHAW TURNS CRUCIAL DOUBLE PLAY IN 3RD

WF White Nips WF Blue, 4-2,
In Cal Ripken 10s Semifinals
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SPECTACULAR PLAY AT SECOND…Investors Saving second baseman Joe DiFazio, while lying on his back, throws in
time to shortstop Jon Lehberger to complete the force play on Deegan’s Kevin Woodring.

So. Orange/Maplewood Stops
SPF Gold 10s in Seventh, 2-1
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A very good fundamentally sound
baseball South Orange/Maplewood
(SOM) baseball team never stopped
fighting and capitalized on Scott
Harvey’s RBI single in the seventh
inning to seize a 2-1, victory over a
well-schooled Scotch PlainsFanwood (SPF) Gold baseball team
in the semifinals of the Babe Ruth/
Cal Ripken League District 12 Tournament at Booth Field in Scotch Plains
on July 5.
“We try and put the bat to the ball
immediately and put pressure to the
defense as quickly as possible, often
and early. That’s my mantra in the
dugout. With Matt Heath on the
mound we figured we could score a

couple of runs. We had our chances;
bases loaded a couple of times, extra
innings there, what can you do,” said
SPF Gold Head Coach Jason
Weisholtz.
The young Raiders did put the bat
on the ball to total nine hits.
Centerfielder George Leightling
brought home the lone run with an
RBI sacrifice fly ball. Julian Iarussi,
Jason Weisholtz and Anthony
Porchetta each battered a pair of
singles. Matt Heath, AJ Bonadies and
Tyler O’Brien also tapped singles.
Heath, the Gold starting pitcher,
tossed a four-inning one-hitter to keep
the Villagers at bay, notching five
strikeouts, walking one and hitting a
batter. Iarussi relieved in the fifth,
yielded a hit, struck out one, walked

one and hit a batter. Porchetta finished with a three-hitter, fanned one,
walked three and hit a batter.
Defensively, Leightling made a fine
catch in center field. Connor
McSherry snagged a steaming line
drive at first and Matt Scariatti halted
a scoring threat with a great running
grab in right field in the fifth. O’Brien
made a running catch in right and
Weisholtz, at second, saved two runs
with a great play.
“When Heath is pitching, our defense is out there with Tyler O’Brien
at third, Porch at short, Bryce at second and usually Julian (Iarussi) or
Connor McSherry playing first. When
you have that kind of fundamentally
solid defense, you’re in every single
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield White cashed in on a pair
of walks followed by wild pitches and
got a key double play at the right time
to nip the Westfield Blue, 4-2, in the
semifinals of the Cal Ripken District
12 10-year-old tournament at Booth
Field in Scotch Plains on July 5.
Effective pitching and some sensational defensive plays determined the
direction of the game. At a time when
Westfield Blue had a run across and
the bases loaded with no outs,
Westfield White shortstop Christian
Rinaldi came up with a fine force out
at home and third baseman Brett
Robertshaw followed with the key
unassisted double play to kill Blue’s
bid for a breakout inning.
Westfield White first baseman Chris
Boutsikaris robbed Blue’s Owen
Colwell of an extra base hit that would
have led to runs in the first inning.
Boutsikaris and Rinaldi effectively
put their gloves to work in the second
inning and catcher Nick Mele gunned
down a runner heading for second in
the fourth inning. Westfield Blue
catcher Will Stern gunned down a
runner in the first inning and
centerfielder Rowen Oberman made
a spectacular twisting grab at the fence
in the third inning to rob Mele of an
RBI extra base hit.
Blue’s pitching staff of Tyler Roth

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

and Oberman held the White to just
one hit in the first four innings before
White added two more in the fifth.
Vincent DiFilippo accounted for a
pair of singles, a run scored and an
RBI, and Mele had an RBI double
and walked once. Rinaldi walked
twice, stole a base and scored once.
Eric Varakian and Boutsikaris, who
walked, each scored once. Scott
Tupper and Thomas Summers also

walked once.
“Credit to them! We have been
hitting the ball great all year and they
really shut us down. Tyler Roth and
Rowen Oberman did a phenomenal
job pitching,” said Westfield White
coach Joe Rinaldi. “We didn’t have
an answer for them but our defense
rose to the occasion. That double play
in the third inning, Robertshaw made
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Introducing, by Popular Demand

Kitchens & Baths
Building Yesteryear Today
908-232-6380

www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Westfield’s Manor Park,
a Picture Perfect Neighborhood

Westfield White/Westfield Blue
SPF Gold/S. Orange-Mplwd
St. Luke/St. Joseph
Investors Saving/Deegan
Westfield Police/Springfield

B & G Properties Presents:

The Manor Homes of Clark Street In Westfield
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, July 13th • 1-4pm
706 Clark Street, Westfield

Welcome home to an enchanting center entrance Colonial. From curbside
this home boasts pride of ownership. The delightful appearance beckons
the most discerning person. A living room accented with wood burning
fireplace and bordered by two leaded glass windows. A sizeable formal
dining room, bright open family room, powder room, and a new gourmet
eat in kitchen complete this floor plan. The second floor includes three
bedrooms and bath and a finished basement offers office, rec-room, and
laundry room. The quaint backyard includes a custom deck, vegetable
garden, and detached 1 car garage. Notables include CAC, hardwood
floors, and new windows. Conveniently located, this lovely house is
near town and NYC transportation. Offered for $499,000.

For further information or your own private
showing, contact Jocelyne…
Featuring 4,000 square feet with 4/5 Bedrooms, 4/5 Baths, 210’ deep lot. Walk to all Westfield amenities.

Jocelyne Holden

$1,759,000

$1,659,000

Kay Gragnano
Sales Associate
908-301-2036: Office Direct
908-233-7922: Fax

WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555

908-233-2694
jocelyne-holden@burgdorff.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 NORTH AVENUE, WEST • (908) 233-0065

BUYING, SELLING or INVESTING in REAL ESTATE ??
Contact ǲ  ǳ today

Properties Unlimited
REALTORS®

Office:

908-233-9292 ext. 5495

200 NORTH AVENUE EAST ʹ WESTFIELD, NJ
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

TEAM DIRECT: 1-877-285-2477

CELL: 908-477-5379

GEORGE BIPS

TEAM LEADER
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®
VISIT OUR ONLINE REAL ESTATE CENTER 24 HOURS A DAY AT:

www.FinePropertiesTeam.com
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St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:

D. Blair Corbin’
Corbin’ss
Blue Devils

ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of July 7:)

Raiders

TEAM
St. Patrick
St. Luke
St. Anne
St. Jude
St. Joseph

Walk Down Memory L
ane
Lane
From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times – www.goleader.com
July 7, 1998: Clint Factor hammered a two-run homer to spark a 10run first inning blaze as the Mattress
Factory forged forward to smother
the nearly helpless Charlie Brown’s,
17-1, in Westfield Men’s Softball
League action at Tamaques Park.
July 8, 1999: St. Joseph hammered
away early, scoring three runs in the
first inning and six runs in the second,
to build a 9-1 lead and continued
pounding until it nailed down a 17-13
victory over St. Anne in a St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Mens Softball League
game at Brookside Park. Expert carpenter Dave Rothenberg erected a
masterpiece with seven RBI and a
perfect 4-for-4 day, which included a
monumental grand slam home run.
July 6, 2000: Montrose mixed the
long ball – home runs – with the short
ball – bunts—to stagger Shady Lane,
8-6, in Fanwood Old Men’s Softball
Association action at LaGrande Park.
Home runs from Steve Mahoney, Rob
Schuten and Dave Heintzelmann and
timely and successful bunts from the
Swishers – Bob, John and Bill – sent
the Laners reeling.
July 6, 2001: A run in the second
and two in the sixth inning provided
a feisty St. Thomas team enough
punch to gain a 3-1, victory over St.
Jude as the two first-placed teams
clashed head on, in St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
action at Brookside Park. Crafty St.
Thomas pitcher Keith Gibbons allowed just three hits, while walking
two and striking out three. Brian
Mahoney rapped an RBI single and
Steve Pietrucha battered a two-RBI
triple.
July 4, 2002: The Westfield 13year old Babe Ruth Baseball team
advanced to the Northern New Jersey
State Tournament. After losing the
first game, 5-3, Westfield came back
to trounce Monroe, 6-0. Peter

Antonelli pitched six shutout innings
with help from closer Mike Venezia.
Ross Abramowitz had a based-loaded
triple in the sixth.
July 10, 2003: On the brink of
elimination, the Scotch Plains 12year-old baseball team came up with
the right stuff early and held off
Westfield White, 7-6, to force a final
game in the Cal Ripkin District 12
Baseball Tournament at Gumbert
Field. Raiders Michael Klotz had two
hits, Jimmy Burke drilled a two-run
double and scored a run and Danny
Gore slashed a timely two-run single
and scored a run. Westfield’s David
Pusar went 3-for-3, including a
double, with two RBI and Dean Thompson rapped a double and a tworun single and crossed the plate twice.

L
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7

Pct
.727
.455
.444
.444
.364
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Pct
.800
.667
.400
.333
.273

Mahoney added three RBI. Matt man
Tony Radice had a three-for-four night.
St. Aloysius 19, St. Anne 8
The killer B’s, Ron Barone, Tom
Baldowski and George Balint, led the
quashing of the Annie’s, despite Keith
Middleton’s four-for-five effort. Joe
McAvoy mumbled, “If we had ten
guys we would have crushed them”.
St. Patrick 17, St. Joseph 12
Pat’s Kevin St Onge blasted two
homers. With a three RBI output from
veterans Tom Rutkowski and Dean
Talcott, St. Joe’s took an early lead
that quickly melted away.
St. Patrick 26, St. Aloysius 20
The Killer B’s, Baldowski, Barone
and Balint combined for 12 RBI and
nine runs scored and Tim Deegan
went four-for-five for Al. Pats Scott
Curtis, Marty Bernstein, Gus Alvarez
and Kevin Spellman combined for 18
RBI and 15 runs scored. Al “I’m still
the best player in the league” Betau
added a four-for-four night.
St. Matthew 16, St. Stephen 14
Bob Gittleman, Bobby Guy, Ed
Marchelittis, Scott Smith, Keith
Karyczak, Steve Ferro and David Roth
led the Matt attack.
St. David 17, St. Jude 5
Brian ”I hit for the cycle” Williams
was four-for-five with three RBI. Dan
Nigro was four-for-five with a homer
and Larry Fleischman was a perfect
four-for-four with a homer.

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM
St. Anthony
St. David
St. Aloysius
St. Matthew
St. Stephen

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A JOB WELL DONE…SPF Gold ace pitcher Matt Heath had a good day on the
mound. The 10-year-old Heath tossed a one-hitter, including four strikeouts, in
four innings against South Orange/Maplewood.

So. Orange/Maplewood Stops
SPF Gold 10s in Seventh, 2-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

game. I can’t tell you how many of
these 2-1 games we’ve had, especially when we’re not hitting all that
well.”

SECOND IN GOLF…10-year old
Jonathan Lee of Westfield, who in September will be entering 6th Grade at
Edison Junior High School, recorded a
two-over-par nine-hole score of 38 at
the U.S. Kids Golf World Championship Qualifier Tournament on June 30,
placing him second in his division. Lee’s
finish qualified him to compete in the
U.S. Kids Golf World Championships
to be held July 31 thru August 2 at
Pinehurst Golf Club in Pinehurst, N.C.
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SECOND PLACE…Six-year-old Jason Lee of Westfield, left, shot a 52 for
nine holes at the U.S. Kids Golf World
Championship Qualifier Tournament
in Jackson on June 30 to finish second
place in his age group.

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
908-233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007

Villager pitchers Malcolm Stern
and Jeff Evans combined for four free
passes. The Villagers totaled five hits.
Scott Harvey had a pair of singles and
an RBI and Stern singled in the tying
run. Alex Nathan and Evans each
contributed a hit.
“We have been working hard for
the past 12 months, knowing that we
could have another shot at these kids,”
said Head Coach Randy Nathan, referring to last year’s, 5-0, loss in the
finals. “They came out, threw strikes,
made plays.
The Raiders took a 1-0 lead in the
bottom of the second. Heath and
Bonadies each drilled singles and
Leightning lofted an RBI sac fly. The
Villagers answered in the top of the
sixth when Evans yanked a single,
Harvey drew a walk and Stern ripped
an RBI single. In the seventh, Julian
Henry drew a walk, Colin Smith took
one for the team, Evans walked and
Harvey delivered the go-ahead run.
“The game plan basically is to
bring in Julian (Iarussi) after our
starters. He’s as close to a fireman as
we have out here. Let me tell you
something; the kid brings it, he’s got
heart and he fought his way out of
it,” said coach Weisholtz. “Anthony
(Porchetta), he’s been our go-to guy
all year. With a 1-0 game, I thought
he would come out there, get the
three outs. Of course man plans and
God laughs. He does not struggle for
confidence very often. He’s a great
pitcher, he’s our ace in the hole and
you can’t win them all.
S. Orange/Mplwd
SPF Gold
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St. Aloysius 21, St. Stephen 20
The game featured 12 home runs.
Al’s Ron Barone whacked three homers and had eight RBI. Paul Bifani,
Jason Fiore and Joe Tilocca had perfect plate appearances for Stephens.
St. Jude 19, St. Anne 17
The Annes scored 11 runs in the
final frame with Keith Middleton and
Pat Nigro leading the charge with
homers. Tom Straniero, Joe DeChairo,
Harold Hopler and Mike Shomberger
each went three-for-three for Jude.
St. Luke 7, St. Patrick 6
In a classic pitcher’s duel, Al Betau
bowed to Tony Blasi. Two, two-run
bombs were hit in the game. Bruce
Evans hit the first one. Gus Alvarez
whacked the other homer in a losing
cause.
St. Anthony 14, St. Matthew 6
St. Anthony’s Lou Messano and Jack
Ley each went three-for-three. Brian

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE FACE OF EFFORT…John Powasnik, 16, of Cranford, grimaces as he beats
Colonia’s Elizabeth Campbell, 17, the women’s winner, as Patrick Gaughan of
Westwood finishes just behind at the Cranford Firecracker four-mile run. Chris
Tafelski, who grew up in Westfield and teaches biology at Westfield High School,
finished 23rd overall. Next on the local racing agenda is the Downtown Westfield
5K on Wednesday, July 23.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

Public Open Houses, Sunday July 13th 1:00—4:00PM

Model Now

Open!
14 Endor Lane Mountainside, New Jersey
Located in a Wychwood cul-de-sac, this lovely Ranch embraces you with hardwood floors,
moldings, custom built-ins, an “English style” garden and a delightful interior with a fire lit
living room, updated eat-in kitchen and family room with French doors to the enclosed
porch. Highlights are nice sized bedrooms, a partially finished basement and ample closet
space. Presented for $619,000. Dir: Mountain to Woodland to Wychwood to Endor

Luxury Condominium Residences
in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

Luxury Condominium Residences
For Those 55-plus
1126 Maple Court Mountainside, New Jersey
This sprawling Ranch offers an abundance of space to spread out in. The living room and
dining room easily accommodate all your entertaining. The eat-in kitchen and sunny Florida room invite you to relax. Large bedrooms, a rec room with wet bar and a fabulous yard
enhance this marvelous home. Presented for $575,000. Dir: Summit Rd to Maple Ct.

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

For more information contact Elegant Homes Realty
Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker Office: (908) 233-5900
Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor Cell: (908) 413-0040

By Appointment Only

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com
Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering
plan which will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all ﬂoor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where
prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and
speciﬁcations are subject to change without notice.

BROKERS
WELCOME
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VOOM BANGS RBI WINNER, NORTON NAILS HR, 3 RBI

Westfield Police Out-Batter
Springfield Softballers, 12-10
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fourth of July fireworks began early
at Memorial Field in Westfield as a
determined Westfield Police softball
squad pulled out a down-to-the-wire,
12-10, victory over the Springfield
Police men on July 2 in the Union
County Police Softball League.
Westfield Blue fired off 16 rockets.
Steve “Voom” Peterpaul, who went
3-for-3, led the shelling with a triple
and three runs scored, and banged in
the go-ahead run in the sixth inning.
Nick Norton powered a massive solo
home run, doubled and had three RBI.
Chris Donovan had three hits, including a double, and two RBI. Don Perks
thumped a homer and Tony Vastano
singled and had two RBI. Jim
McCullough tripled, while Jeff
Johnson and Pat Brady each doubled.
Johnny Tango scored a run scored,
while Steve Martinez and Mike
Smalls rapped one hit each.
The Springfield coppers also spattered a hail of 16 shots into the sky.
Pete Davis launched a home run,
doubled, singled and had three RBI.
Richie Brochel singled and ripped a
two-run triple. Keith Christopher
smoked a two-run homer. Mike
Kronkert had a hit and two RBI. Eric
Knudson ripped two hits and scored a
run. Mike Jackson splattered a double
and a single, while Aldo Procak and
Bruce Underhill contributed two hits

each. Keith Dorothy doubled.
Springfield got on the board first
when Dorothy jarred a double and
Knudson whacked an RBI single,
swiped second and scored on Procak’s
single. Westfield retaliated with two
runs when Johnson walked, Martinez
rifled a shot up the gut and Norton
drilled a two-run double.
In the second, Springfield added
two runs when Jackson launched a
standup double and Davis jacked his
home run to deep left field.
“It’s about time we brought the real
Pete back,” hollered Christopher.
Blue puffed the sky with four runs
in the bottom of the second to make
the score, 6-4. McCullough tripled
and Donovan wired an RBI single.
Peter Paul singled, Brady bashed a
double, Vastrano banged out a tworun single then streaked home on
Johnson’s double.
Springfield responded with two
runs in the third. Procak singled and
Christopher banged a towering shot
that exploded somewhere in right.
Westfield Blue answered immediately
with a run when Norton blasted a shot
that disappeared in deep right.
“That’s what steroids will do for
you Nick,” yelled Smalls.
In the fourth, Springfield managed
one run on three hits highlighted by
Kronert’s RBI sacrifice fly ball. Two
Westfield Blue men showed up home
in the bottom of the inning when

Donovan ripped a single, Voom blazed
an RBI triple and pinch runner
Martinez streaked home on Tango’s
single.
In the Springfield fifth, Martinez
executed a great running snag in right
center, pitching ace Brady relayed to
Johnson covering second and Tango
made a major league grab of a heater
and fired in time to Johnson. In the
bottom fifth, Blue team captain
Perkins, a bit nervous with the team’s
narrow lead, launched his solo blast to
center. The lead was short-lived, however, when the Springfield gang fired
back with three runs in the sixth. Davis
and Underhill both singled, Brochell
exploded a two-run triple and scored
on Kronkert’s sac fly to right.
“The way we’re playing defense
we’re going to need a lot of runs,”
muttered McCullough.
“Yea, we ‘re worst than the Bad
News Bears,” echoed Voom.
Westfield, however, geared up in
the sixth. Donavan doubled and scored
on Voom’s single. Tango sliced a
heater that handcuffed the infield,
sprinted to second, swiped third and
streaked home safely.
In the seventh, McCullough made
a dazzling fielding play in left, third
baseman Perkins made a major league
stab of a heater and followed with the
final putout.
Springfield
Westfield

222 103 0
241 212 x
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Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

INTENSITY WITH A PURPOSE…Westfield Police third baseman slugger Don Perks gets a high-five from Mike Smalls
after launching his solo home run in the fifth inning. The Westfield coppers won, 12-10.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PRODUCTIVE DAY AT THE PLATE…St. Joseph slugger Pete Chemidlin blasted a three-run homer, slashed an RBI
single and looped an RBI sacrifice fly in the game against St. Luke.

BLASI, FUGETT 3 RBI EACH; CHEMIDLIN 5 RBI, HRS

St. Lukesters Rally to Defeat
St. Joseph Softballers, 12-9
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Buried in an eight-run hole after
the top of the second inning, St. Luke
quickly dug itself out, totaling 10
runs in the next three innings en route
to a 12-9 victory over St. Joseph in St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League action at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on July 3.
Tony Blasi and Luke Fugett played
the starring roles by contributing three
RBI each in the two big innings – the
four-run second and the five-run
fourth – that sent the Lukes catapulting out of their hole. Blasi finished 2for-3, including a double, with two
runs scored and Fugett finished 1for-2 with a two-run double and an
RBI sacrifice fly. But the “Big Bang”
really came from St. Joe slugger Pete
Chemidlin, who crushed a three-run
homer, to go along with an RBI single
and an RBI sac fly.
Aside from the Luke co-stars, Bruce
Evans (triple) and Gerry Riepe added
to the 13-hit assault with two hits and
two runs scored each. Nash Warfield,
who went 1-for-1 with an RBI double
and two runs scored, added plenty of
excitement with a gargantuan leaping, face dive into home plate. Paul
Morello, Jeff Goodman and Rick

Regenthal (run scored) each singled
and had an RBI. Rob Zerafa doubled
and scored once and Tom Ulichny
singled.
The Joes totaled 15 hits and Walt
Patrylo had a double and a pair of
singles with two runs scored. Floyd
Roberts doubled, singled and scored
once and Milk Monroy ripped an RBI
single and doubled. Skipper Dean
Talcott tapped a pair of singles, while
Tom Grycan (RBI) and Bruce Logan
each singled and scored once. Steve
Pirello (2 runs scored) and Ron Labin
each singled.
Chemidlin crushed his three-run
homer in the top of the first to give the
Joes a 3-0 lead but, in the second, five
more Joes tapped the plate and the
Lukes faced an 8-0 deficit as they
came in to bat.
Evans led off with a scorching
single to left and teammate Harry
Semple shouted, “Good hit Brucy!
That’s a good start.”
After Riepe singled and Warfield
walked, Fugett lofted his RBI sac fly,
Blasi plopped a two-run single and
Morello tomahawked an RBI single
to narrow the score, 8-4.
The only number the stunned Joes
could record for the next four innings
was “zero” but the Lukes were flying

high. Semple had an RBI sac fly in the
third then Warfield ripped an RBI
double, Fugett drilled a two-run double
and Blasi added an RBI double in the
five-run fourth that had the Lukes
perched pretty with a 10-8 lead.
In the fifth inning, the third “zero”
inning for the Joes, leftfielder Ulichny
robbed Monroy of an extra-base hit.
“Semple whispered,” That’s a big
out there.”
Mound ace Blasi immediately followed by initiating a pitcher-to-second-to-first double play.
Evans tripled and scored on
Regnethal’s groundout in the fifth
and, in the sixth, after Joe second
baseman Labin smothered a hot
grounder to make a putout at second,
Fugett scored from second on a misjudgment in right field.
“We are going to be glad we got
that insurance run,” chanted Evans.
Logan singled then Patrylo slashed
a one-out double in the seventh.
Chemidlin lashed a low sinker toward the gap in center but Warfield,
with his sliding snag, extinguished
Joes’ thoughts of a big rally by limiting the sinker to an RBI sac fly. A fly
ball to left ended the game.
St. Joseph
St. Luke

350 000 1
041 511 x

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.
ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,795,000
A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an
enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19
room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6
full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2324649

SCOTCH PLAINS

OPEN HOUSE: SUN 7/13 1-5PM

$639,000

Located in the premier Maple Hill Farms area of Scotch Plains, this sparkling 4 Bedroom, 2.5
Bath Colonial was reconstructed in 2005 and offers a bright, open and spacious floor plan
complete with todays most sought after amenities. Features include kitchen with wood
cabinetry, granite countertops and stainless steel appliances, adjacent family room, and
hardwood floors on level one. Master Suite with walk-in closet and private bath, tasteful
neutral decor throughout and full basement. Close to schools, NY transportation, shops and
recreation. Take the tour: www.seetheproperty.com/37699. DIRECTIONS: Hetfield Ave to
Elizabeth Ave # 2229. MLS # 2540855

SCOTCH PLAINS

SCOTCH PLAINS

NEW CONSTRUCTION

$1,469,000

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/13 1-5PM $699,900

This picturesque California Contemporary is located on over 3/4 acre of bucolic park-like
property. A nature lovers paradise featuring 3 generous Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, an open floor
plan with Living Room, Formal Dining Room and Kitchen with Breakfast Room. Relax in
the inviting Family Room with a corner fireplace, full finished basement plus an enclosed 3
season porch and entertainment sized deck. Also featuring gleaming hardwood parquet floors,
vaulted ceilings, abundant windows, Master Suite and Central Air. DIRECTIONS: Rahway
to Swans Mill to Short Hills Lane to Woodland #1231. MLS # 2538978

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/13 1-5PM

$459,000

This captivating 4 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath Cape Cod Style home offers tasteful decor, a chic color
palette and quality upgrades throughout. Features include a sparkling kitchen (2006) with
Lapis Quartz countertops and white cabinetry, a sunny first floor Family Room, Living Room
with a wood burning fireplace, hardwood floors in many rooms, Central Air, upgraded windows
(2003), 200 amp electric (2006), Timberline roof, finished basement and tiered mahogany
deck overlooking a beautiful yard. Located on a tranquil tree lined street with a neighborhood
play park and just 2 blocks to a NY bus. Take the tour: www.seetheproperty.com/38093.
DIRECTIONS: Westfield Road to Greenside #2231. MLS # 2543091

W E S T F I E L D O F F I C E 1 8 5 E L M S T R E E T / W E S T F I E L D, N J 0 7 0 9 0 / 9 0 8 - 6 5 4 - 7 7 7 7

Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

$1,399,000

This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom
interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large
center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast
nook, wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood burning
fireplace w/marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will host a full bath,
closets, dry bar & bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4 bedrooms, 3 full
baths, laundry room & walk up attic. The master suite will include his/her walk in closets,
fireplace & a spa like retreat w/Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283 for more details.
MLS # 2488244

WESTFIELD

weichert.com
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

OPEN HOUSE SUN. 7/13 1-5PM

Weichert Realtors is pleased to introduce 872 Winyah Avenue located in the premier Wychwood
enclave of Westfield. This captivating 10 room, 5 BR, 4.5 bath Center Hall Colonial style
home beautifully articulates the best of 1930’s architectural design with notable custom
amenities for today’s lifestyle. The masterful kitchen design features Canadian Birch cabinetry,
granite countertops, wet bar, and an endless array of epicurean appointments. A grande sized
family room (21x17) with custom built-in maple cabinetry, dining room with corner cabinets
& elegantly appointed living room with fireplace combine to create a floor plan custom designed
for your enjoyment. The tastefully finished basement offers a recreation room with built-in
cabinetry, wine cellar and sauna. Additional amenities include a charming back staircase to
kitchen, guest suite, generous closets and storage space, multi-zone heating and central air,
beautifully manicured property and storybook location. DIRECTIONS: East Broad to
Wychwood to Winyah. MLS # 2534082
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Investors Rip Deegan Roofers
In SP A Division Softball, 12-3
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WF White Nips WF Blue, 4-2,
In Cal Ripken 10s Semifinals

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

footsteps across home plate in the
second inning. Mark Nies (2 singles,
run scored) opened the door with a
single to left. Neil Kaufman reached
first on a force out and Simo singled.
Monaco drilled an RBI double,
Barba’s confusing chopper loaded the
bases, Dayton lashed his two-run
single and Walsh whacked his tworun triple. DiFazio brought Walsh
home with his double over second.
As the Roofers approached the plate
in the third, Straniero shouted, “We
got to hit. That’s why we are losing.”
Nobody listened!
Simo made the score 7-1 with his
solo blast to center in the bottom of
the third and DiFazio added an RBI
single in the fourth.
After stringing together five straight
“zero” innings, Straniero pleaded,
“Guys! We got to get 3,4 more runs

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

now,” as Deegan came to bat in the
sixth. Kevin Woodring, who prevented two Investors from scoring in
the fourth inning with a superb sliding catch in center, and Straniero
slapped back-to-back singles, Matt
Walsh lofted an RBI sac fly and
Kuchar made the score 8-3 with his
RBI double.
The Investors added more cushion
with four runs in the eighth. John
Lehberger, Nies and Simo singled.
Monaco’s fielder’s choice resulted in
Lehberger scoring and all base runners being safe. Barba followed with
an RBI sac fly and the final two runs
scored when Dayton’s grounder to
short was muffed.
The Roofers went down silently in
the ninth.
Deegan
Investors

100 000 200
061 100 04x
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Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2007

Direct Line 908-301-2015
www.hye-youngchoi.net hye-young@att.net

Open House: Sun. July 13th, 1-4PM • 808 Lawrence Avenue
Westfield . . . Magnificent Stone Creek custom 12 RM, 6 BDRM, 7 ½ BTH, 6600 sq.ft.
colonial. Architectural integrity, detailed craftsmanship & prestigious location. Outstanding
amenities.-customized ceilings, exquisite millwork, old world arched drways, 2 story foyer
w/motorized chand. Lift, 4 frplcs, circular strcase, holiday sz DR, deluxe KIT, butler’s pantry
w/wet bar, 1st flr guest suite, Library, Master suite w/frplc, dress. Rm, & sitting rm. 1st & 2nd
flr game rms, 3 car garage, 4 zn HT & CAC. 148 x 200 property. $2,995,000. WSF0065

DISTRICT 12 CHAMPS…The Westfield White 10-year-old team won the Cal
Ripken District 12 Championship. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Devin
Anderson, Christopher Boutsikaris, Hopper Murray, Brett Robertshaw, Nick Mele
and Vincent Difilippo; second row, Thomas Summers, Scott Tupper, Eric Varakian,
Christopher Rinaldi, Christopher Varano and Ethan Smith; back row, Coaches
Rich Varakian, Mike Varano, Glenn Anderson, Joe Rinaldi and Vin Difilippo.

Westfield White 10s Win
District 12 Championship
The Westfield White 10-year-old
team finished the Babe Ruth Tournament with an unblemished 5-0 record
and captured the District 12 title after
defeating South Orange-Maplewood
(SOM), 2-1, in seven innings in the
championship game.
Chris Rinaldi pitched four shutout
innings, allowing just three hits.
Westfield’s defense prevented potential scoring threats. In the first inning,
shortstop Nick Mele made a nice stab
of a one hopper to force the runner at
second. In the second inning with the
bases loaded, second baseman Eric
Varakian snagged a sizzling grounder
to end the inning.
Westfield scored once in the fourth
by using heads-up base running. After
Chris Boutsikaris and Devin Anderson singled, Tommy Summers hit the
ball down the third base line and forced

a wild throw to first, allowing
Boutsikaris to score from second.
Mele relieved in the fifth inning.
With a man on second and one out,
Mele struck out the batter and catcher
Difilippo fired to third baseman
Anderson to nail the runner trying to
steal.
In the sixth, the SOM batter hit a
home run over the right-centerfield
fence to tie the game. Mele then held
SOM scoreless in the top of the seventh with the aid of a heads up play by
Summers. In the bottom of the seventh, Difilippo doubled to left center.
Mele then followed with an RBI bloop
single to score Difilippo with the winning run.
Westfield now advances to the state
tournament in Mount Olive. The team
is chronicling its adventures on its
blog…westfield10white.blogspot.com.

EXTRAORDINARY AGENTS
Representing the Burgdorff Philosophy of
“Anticipating the needs of our clients
and exceeding their expectations... every time.”

Weichert
Weic he r t
Sales Associate Sales Associate
908-233-3204 908-518-5285
joyce-antone@burgdorff.com anne-weber@burgdorff.com

Fanwood…Charming storybook colonial in move-in condition. 3 BR, 1 ½ BTHS. Many
improvements: new furnace, wndws, roof, landscp, drvwy, fence, brk patio. Beau décor,
w/ built-ins, archways, hardwood flrs, Quaint screen porch. Rec Rm. Close to town,
park and transportation.
$499,900. WSF0498

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555 Ext. 169

Agent Profile @ Agent Profile @

www.burgdorff.com/joyce-antone www.burgdorff.com/anne-weber

Now More Than Ever the Right Realtor will Make All the difference
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Weic he r t
Owned and Operated By NRT LLC

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/13 1-5 PM
209 Scotch Plains AvenueWeic he r t

WESTFIELD. . .Exceptional value for this lovingly maintained gracious 3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath
Colonial with a spacious floor plan, hardwood floors in most rooms, Eat-In-Kitchen with a
Butler’s Pantry, wood burning fireplace in Living Room, sunny first floor Family Room, Formal
Dining Room, large bedrooms, full basement and oversized 2 car garage. New York
transportation, schools and picturesque downtown Westfield are all close. View this terrific
home at www.seetheproperty.com/38094. $469,000. DIRECTIONS: W. Broad to S. Scotch
Plains Avenue #209. MLS # 2543010

Invite Holly in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

Westfield Blue
Westfield White

001 001
101 11x

WESTFIELD OFFICE

600 North Ave. West • Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-0065
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Westfield Blue Storm U12 girls softball team

Westfield Blue Takes
North Edison by Storm
The defending champion Westfield
Blue Storm 12U girls softball team
won the North Edison tournament on
June 29 after a 2-0 shutout against
Sparta in the title game. Westfield
finished the tournament with a 4-0
record.
In Game 1, the Blue Storm crushed
Livingston, 12-1. Pitcher Lauren
Schmeider struck out eight, while
walking only one over four innings.
Emily Mastrocola had four RBI. Cali
Chambliss came on in relief to finish
off Livingston.
The Blue Storm nipped Metuchen,
3-1, in Game 2. Pitcher Elena Scarano
went the distance. Chambliss and Julia
Diamantopoulos each came up with
big RBI hits.
In Game 3 of pool play, the Blue
Storm topped Howell, 12-0. Scarano

went the distance, striking out five,
while walking only two. Allie
McBrearty, Chrissy Mosco and
Michelle Kostyack all had multiplehits. Catcher Lizzie Fox nailed all three
runners who attempted to steal on her.
Against Sparta, Schmeider went
the distance, striking out four, while
walking just one. In the third inning,
Chrissy Ferraro walked and stole second. McBrearty ripped an RBI triple
and later scored on a wild pitch. Shortstop Mastrocola grabbed three
grounders in the final inning to slam
the door. Second baseman Julia
Criscouolo and first baseman Mosco
provided much of the game’s defense.
Coaches Anthony Mastrocola, Gary
Fox, Mark Scarano and Chet Mosco
were pleased with the girls’ performance.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

WESTFIELD . . . Architectural Integrity, Detailed Craftsmanship and Prestigious Location! This
magnificent custom 4,000 square foot. Center Hall Colonial to be built by Elegant Homes by
Ralph Rapuano is located in the heart of Westfield’s desirable “Indian Forest”. Offering 5 Bedrooms,
4 Full and 1 Half Baths, this home defines traditional elegance. Outstanding amenities include:
exquisite millwork, customized ceilings, 2 story Foyer with a motorized chandelier lift, 2 Fireplaces,
oak hardwood floors, Formal Living Room, banquet size Dining Room, 1st Floor Au-Pair/Extended
Family Suite, gourmet Kitchen with an island that opens to the Great Room with fireplace and
custom built-in entertainment center. The spacious Master Bedroom Suite with fireplace, walk-in
closets and luxurious bath along with the Finished Basement and walk-up attic, add to the opulent
appointments. $1,895,000. MLS # 2543144

Invite Kathy in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

Holly Cohen

Kathy Alagna

weichert.com

weichert.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

the bases with no outs but Rinaldi’s
and Robertshaw’s defensive plays
squashed the rally.
“That was one where we find the
hole, we might change the game a
little bit,” said coach Murray.
White plated a run in the third
when Difilippo singled to bring home
Varakian and added another in the
fourth when Boutsikaris, who walked,
scored on a wild pitch. White’s fourth
run came in the fifth when Difilippo
singled and scored on Mele’s double
to center. In the sixth, Blue’s
Devanney and Lin hit back-to-back
singles. After a popup to second,
Devanney scored on Brancatella’s
roller back to the mound but Lin was
thrown out at third to end the game.
“They are a very well-coached
team. If we play 10 times, it’s probably 5-5 down the middle, so I’m just
happy to get out of here with a win,”
commented coach Rinaldi.
Justin Lankler and Liam Loughlin
also participated for the Blue, while
Devin Anderson, Hopper Murray,
Ethan Smith and Chris Varano participated for the White.

Weichert

Joyce Antone Anne Weber

Open House: July 13th 1-4PM • 178 Herbert Avenue

a really nice stab and got to the base
to beat the runner. That was the game
right there. That could have been a
huge inning.”
Westfield Blue out hit the White, 83. Roth and George Devanney each
singled and scored. Owen Murray
had an RBI single and Owen
Brancatella had an RBI. Oberman,
Colwell, Parker Hess, Justin Lin and
Dan Criscuolo had one hit apiece.
“We are doing a good job swinging
the bat. You can put a couple of hits
together and they come up and make
a play that takes you out of the inning.
They play defense as well as any 10year-old team you are going to find.
They have great athletes all over the
field. Their pitchers throw strikes.
They made the plays they needed to
make and we didn’t find the holes we
needed to find,” said Westfield Blue
coach Mike Murray.
In the top of the first, Blue had a
bases loaded situation but failed to
score. White answered with a run
when Rinaldi walked, stole second,
moved to third on a groundout and
scored on a wild pitch. In the pivotal
third, Roth singled and later scored
on Owen Murray’s single that loaded

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
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234 Maryland Street, Westfield

$450,000

626 Stirling Place, Westfield

$549,900

516 Dorian Court, Westfield

$579,900

Immaculate 3 Bedroom 1 ½ bath Colonial on nice lot featuring an Entrance
Vestibule leading to a Living Room; Formal Dining Room; Eat-in Kitchen
open to Porch and 1st floor Laundry; basement with Recreation Room and 1
car Garage. Many updates include the Kitchen, baths, roof, windows, furnace and driveway.

Immaculate 2 Family Home featuring two 2 Bedroom apartments with Eat-In
Kitchens, Living Room/Dining Room combinations and full bath, a partially
finished basement and walk up attic offer great storage as well as the large 2 car
Garage. Updates include most windows, roof and siding about 10 years ago.
Great for the investor or owner occupant.

Pristine 3 Bedroom Colonial nestled on a quiet dead end street convenient to
town, park, schools and NYC transportation. This sunny home offers a Living
Room w/fplc; Formal Dining Room; updated Kitchen w/vaulted ceiling; Den;
basement and a 1 car Garage. Many recent improvements include refinished
hardwood floors, paint and the roof.

60 South Union, Cranford

260 Prospect Street Unit 6, Westfield

1007 Grandview Avenue, Westfield

$649,900

$650,000

$699,900

Spacious new brick front Colonial convenient to park and town featuring a
Living Room; Formal Dining Room; Eat-In Kitchen w/breakfast bar open to
Family Room w/fireplace; 1st floor Laundry/Mud Room and Powder Room.
The second floor boasts 4 Bedrooms and 2 full baths including a Master Suite
with full bath w/whirlpool tub and walk in closet. Large basement and one car
garage for storage. Nicely landscaped including a paver driveway.

The ultimate in Chelmsford living! Magnificent premiere unit, one of only 4,
featuring an entrance Foyer leading to a gracious airy floorplan including a
Living Room; Formal Dining Room; large Kitchen with updated appliances
plus a Breakfast Room; Family Room w/fireplace with sliding doors to a balcony; 2 Bedrooms including a Master suite with walk in closet and private
bath; laundry and 2 car garage. Great storage thru-out. One floor living in an
elevator building….truly a must see!

Deceivingly spacious 4 Bedroom 3 ½ bath Manor Park Colonial with major
updates/renovations in 2004. Nicely appointed thru-out including a Living
Room; Formal Dining Room; Eat-In Kitchen w/center island; 1st floor Bedroom
and full bath; second floor Master Suite with Full bath and his and hers walk in
closets and two Recreation Rooms in the basement. Nestled on a nice fenced
in property with one car Garage.

1266 Rahway Avenue, Westfield

246 & 252 Hyslip Avenue, Westfield

753 Clarence Street, Westfield

$950,000

$969,900

$979,000

Spacious 4 Bedroom 3 full Bath Colonial on nice lot conveniently located to
schools and Tamaques Park. Featuring a 2 story Foyer; formal Living and
Dining Rooms; Gourmet Kitchen w/center island open to Family Room w/
fireplace and wet bar; Master Suite with full bath and his and hers walk-in
closets. Nicely appointed thru-out.

2 Wonderful open front porch Colonials featuring spacious entry Foyers; Formal Living and Dining Rooms; gourmet Eat In Kitchens open to Family Room
w/fireplace; Master Bedroom Suites with full bath and walk in closet. Great
location convenient to town, schools, park, pool and NYC transportation!

Immaculate 8 year young Villane built Colonial featuring a sun-filled 2
story Foyer leading to Living Room, Formal Dining Room; Kitchen w/
center island and eating area w/slider to deck overlooking beautifully landscaped private yard; Family Room w/fplc; Library; MBR suite with his/
hers walk-in closets and large full bath w/whirlpool tub; and a Recreation
Room in the basement. Great location convenient to schools, town, park,
pool and NYC transportation.

1 Egan Court, Mountainside

8 and 3 Cory Court, Mountainside

717 Hyslip Avenue, Westfield

$1,299,900

Spread out in this spacious 5+ Bedroom 3 ½ bath 5 year young Colonial on
cul-de-sac of 3 newer homes. Graciously appointed thru-out, this spacious
home includes an inviting Foyer flanked by formal Living and Dining Rooms;
Eat-In Kitchen w/center island open to Family Room w/fireplace and a wonderful Sun Room. The second floor boasts 5 Bedrooms including a great Master
Suite w/ his and hers walk in closets and private bath, plus an additional Office
and Laundry Room. A large basement, walk-up attic and 3 car Garage offer
great storage.

4 Max Place, Westfield

$1,699,900

Elegant new 6 Bedroom 4 ½ bath Colonial to be built by Michael Mahoney on
cul-de-sac of new homes. Featuring a gracious entry Foyer; formal Living and
Dining Rooms; gourmet Kitchen with center island and granite counters open
to a Family Room w/fireplace; 1st floor guest suit with full bath; 3 car Garage
and more!

From $1,349,000

$1,595,000

Quality built 5 Bedroom Colonials on a new cul-de-sac. Beautifully appointed
thru-out including an open Foyer flanked by formal Living and Dining Rooms;
large Kitchens w/center island, Pantry and eating area open to Family Room
and first floor Guest Suite w/full bath. The second floor boasts 4 bedrooms
including a Master Suite and Laundry Room. A finished Recreation Room and
3 car Garage complete this wonderful package.

Wonderful 3 year young Mahoney Built Colonial nestled on 1/3 of an acre of
property. Beautifully appointed throughout including a gracious Foyer flanked
by the formal Living and Dining Rooms; a spacious eat-in Kitchen w/center
island, walk-in Pantry and sliders to private yard with patio; 1st floor Laundry
and Bedroom/Office; Master Suite with full bath, walk in closet and private
Study; and a fabulous finished basement. Better then new!

4 Dorset Hill, Westfield

13 Breeze Knoll Drive, Westfield

$1,999,000

Rare opportunity to own a new home in Wychwood. This custom built home will be nestled
on just under ½ acre on a private lane. Beautifully appointed thru-out w/hdwd flrs, custom
moldings & great attention to detail, this 5 Bedroom 4 ½ bath home will offer a gracious Foyer
flanked by a Liv Rm w/fplc & access to a private Library; FDR w/walk out bay & a wonderful
Butler’s Pantry leading to gourmet Kit w/island open to a large Fam Rm w/fplc; a Powder
Room & Guest suite w/full bath complete the 1st flr. The 2nd floor boasts 4 additional
Bdrms, incl a magnificent MBR w/ Sitting Rm, W/I closet w/custom built-in’s & a luxurious
bath. Also found on this level are 2 Bdrms w/a “jack and jill” bath & a Bdrm suite w/private
bath & the laundry. A finished bsmnt & 3 car Garage complete this amazing residence.

$2,495,000

Stunning custom built residence on over ½ acre of lush grounds w/inground pool on premier
cul-de-sac. Exquisitely appointed thru-out this gracious home includes a grand Foyer w/
sweeping staircase flanked by a Formal Liv Rm w/fireplace; FDR w/custom moldings & tray
ceiling; gourmet EIK w/custom island & top of the line appliances, W/I pantry w/custom
built-in’s; large Fam Rm w/fplc; Study/Office w/magnificent built-ins; large Mudroom w/
custom lockers & 1st flr Bdrm suite w/full bath. The 2nd flr boasts 5 additional Bdrms & 4
full baths, incl a luxurious MBR w/Sit Rm, fabulous bath and W/I closet w/beautiful custom
cabinetry. The 3rd flr has an additional Playroom & storage area. All this plus; a large bsmt w/
Rec Rm; “Nanny Suite” w/full bath; & great storage. Truly a one of a kind opportunity!

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2007
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2007
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2007
Platinum Level: 2003-2007
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555
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SALES ASSOCIATES NEEDED

Massage Envy is seeking Sales
Associates to provide excellent
service, setting appointments &
selling memberships. Assisting in:
Maintaining professional reception
area, Administrative tasks,
Maintaining therapy rooms, etc.
Customer service & sales
experience preferred. Effectively
communicate with members/
guests on membership benefits,
clinic policies and procedures.
Work cohesively with others in a
fun, fast paced environment. Must
be customer service oriented and
able to work flexible days and
hours. Hourly wage + comm. &
bonuses. Employment growth
opportunities.
Call (908) 233-4442 or email
wbryson@massageenvynj.com
HELP WANTED - P/T

Part time, Mon-Wed for verification
of contact data. Knowledge MS
Office/Internet. Phone skills a
must. Pharma/healthcare exp.
pref. Call MMS (908) 322-7061,
ask for Jody.

CLASSIFIED ADS
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

PIANO LESSONS IN STUDIO

Structural Engineer (Linden, NJ):
design foundations, reinforced
concrete, steel, masonry & timber
structures of buildings. Perform
3-D modeling, structural analysis
& plans for structural design
projects. Review shop drawings.
Req.: BS/equiv in Civil/Structural
Eng. with advanced structural
knowledge. Familiar w/structural
software (RAM & ETABS).
Send resume to
LMW Engineering Group, LLC.
2539 Brunswick Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036

For Children and Adults. Beginner
thru Advanced. Experienced,
highly qualified, very patient
teacher. Recitals, auditions.
(908) 419-4385
OFFICE SPACE

WESTFIELD - Prof. office &
secretarial space available w/in
newly renovated legal suite.
Elevator building. One block from
train station. Amenities include use
of reception, conference room,
kitchen, library, copier, fax, on-site
parking. Call: (908) 789-8550.

HELP WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICE

PT sales positions available for
boutiques in Westfield/Garwood
area. Exp. not necessary. Must
be available 2-3 days a week.
Open Tues-Sun 10-5:30 or 11-7.
Please call (908) 612-7383 to set
up interview appt.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Weichert
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Elm St. Professional Building
400 Sq. Ft., Parking Available
Available Now
$800 per month
(201) 891-1130

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Elm St. Professional Building
1085 Sq. Ft. 2nd Fl, Parking,
Available August 1, 2008
$2,695.00 per month
(201) 891-1130

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED
SUMMER READING TUTOR

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

READING TUTOR
Certified Reading Specialist
Pre-K thru 8
Call Carol (908) 889-2175
PHOTOGRAPHY

FABULOUS

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

Window Treatments
Interior Designing
by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241
®

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Holly Cohen
• Top Lister Month of June
• Westfield Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, July 8, 2008
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
ORDINANCE NO. 03-37 ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND
WAGES FOR CERTAIN MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES
Purpose: To establish hourly rates for
existing SPPWRA (Scotch Plains Public
Works and Recreation Association) employees not including longevity.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, August 12, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Thursday by any member of the general public who wants a copy
of same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T- 7/10/08, The Times
Fee: $32.64

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
NOTICE OF INCREASES
OVER 20 PERCENT ON
PUBLICLY BID CONTRACTS
CONTRACTOR: Star of the Sea Concrete Corp., 448 Marlboro Road, Old
Bridge, New Jersey 08857
NATURE OF SERVICES: Improvement
of Madison Avenue.
REASON FOR INCREASE: Site conditions encountered during construction differed from those originally anticipated,
which necessitated excavation of unsuitable subbase material, installation
NEW CONTRACT PRICE: $214,167.50
AMOUNT OF CHANGE ORDER:
$46,351.25

Weichert

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Holly Cohen
of the Weichert Westfield Office
Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.
Invite Holly in, and she’ll bring results!
Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

CONTRACTOR: Jenicar Builders
Contractors Co., Inc., 573 Belgrove
Drive, Kearny, New Jersey 07032
NATURE OF SERVICES: 2007 Various Street Improvements
REASON FOR INCREASE: Site conditions encountered during construction on
Linwood Place and Mountainview Terrace
differed from those originally anticipated,
which necessitated excavation of unsuitable subbase material and installation of
bituminous concrete base asphalt in quantities in excess of the original contract
amount.
NEW CONTRACT PRICE: $334,774.00
AMOUNT OF CHANGE ORDER:
$68,929.00

THE RESOLUTIONS AND CONTRACTS FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN
THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
1 T - 7/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $34.68

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

STONE HARBOR RENTAL

3 BR Condo at 3rd Ave and 108th
Street with views of bay and
walk to beach. Discounted rental
by Westfield owner. $2000 for
week of July 12, 19, Aug. 16, 23 or
30. Call for website photos.
(908) 232-4987
SPRING LAKE FSBO:

Modern Victorian, 3BR, 2 1/2 bath.
Wrap-around porch & deck,
master
suite
w/designer
bathroom, new ss appliances.
Walk to beach, waterviews of
pond. Prequalified buyers only.
418 Central Ave, Spring Lake.
$1,299,900. (732) 359-6302.
NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING
If you don’t have time to clean,
I will do it for you!
Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, July 8, 2008
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SALARY ORDINANCE NO.
06-01 ADOPTED JANUARY
10, 2005 ESTABLISHING
SALARIES AND WAGES FOR
CERTAIN MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES
Purpose: To establish salary or wage
range classification for certain officials,
officers and employees of the Township.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, August 12, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Thursday by any member of the general public who wants a copy
of same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 7/10/08, The Times
Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, July 8, 2008
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
ORDINANCE NO. 25-2005
ADOPTED SEPTEMBER 27,
2005 ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND WAGES FOR CERTAIN MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES
Purpose: To establish salary or wage
range classification for certain officials,
officers and employees of the Township in
the Police Department.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, August 12, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Thursday by any member of the general public who wants a copy
of same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 7/10/08, The Times
Fee: $34.17

Recent Home Sales
Fanwood:
Estate of Margaret Karalis to Christopher Giordano and Joseph McEvoy,
74 Arlene Court, $385,500.
Christine N. and Gary E. Jandersit
to Howard and Faina Spieler, 64
Oakwood Court, $500,000.
William N. and Sunny M. Aumenta
to David Voorhees and Emily GrayVoorhees, 437 South Avenue,
$365,500.
Marguerite C. Oakes to Peter C.
and Nicole D. Cole, 217 Herbert Avenue, $422,000.
Charles Riordon to David C. and
Jenny Felton, 137 Herbert Avenue,
$365,000.

Scotch Plains:
Heather Glenn at Scotch Plains
Urban Renewal, LLC to Marie R.
Santamaria and Jeffrey E. Herkes,
215 Throwbridge Drive, $722,644.
Heather Glenn at Scotch Plains
Urban Renewal, LLC to Laurence G.
and Lynn Kalmanson, 154 Briar Hill
Drive, $655,000.
Heather Glenn at Scotch Plains
Urban Renewal, LLC to Dennis R.
and Angela M. LaCarrubba, 628
Fanwood Avenue, $808,939.
David Fidalgo to Thomas and
Agnieszka Bara, 2 Shirewood Drive,
$625,000.
Rau Development, LLC to William N. and Sunny M. Aumenta, 2005
Birch Street, $575,000.
Emily Gray-Voorhees and David
M. Voorhees to Rafael Garcia, 1003
Cellar Avenue, $230,000.
William Cuesta toYossi Arbitsman,
422 Pine Grove Circle, $277,000.
John Heller and Ellen Heller to
Jewel C. Carter and Ruth C. Carter,
2588 Mountain Avenue, $373,000.
Bruce J. and Donna V. Forman to
Christopher W. and Sarah E.
Cuzzucoli, 4 Sassafras Court,
$710,000.
John and Janina Hyjek to Jennifer
L. Grant and Joseph DeFini, 26
Burnham Village, $350,000.
Heather Glenn at Scotch Plains
Urban Renewal, LLC to Robert F.
McIntyre, 201 Throwbridge Drive,
$619,000.
Estate of Anna D. Romagnoli to
Aiman and Maria Abouelela, 1951
Mountain Avenue, $435,000.
Naomi R. and Paul Po-Yu Chen to
American International Reclocation
Solutions, 111 Donato Circle,
$378,500.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinances as follows were passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
July 1, 2008.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1919
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.
1901 ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE
CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 2,
“ADMINISTRATION,” ARTICLE II, TOWN OFFICERS
AND EMPLOYEES, DIVISION
3, PERSONNEL POSITIONS
AND SALARY SCHEDULE,”
SEC. 2-12.28, “SCHEDULE.”
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1920
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
GENERAL ORDINANCE 1902
FIXING THE ANNUAL SALARIES FOR THE MAYOR AND
COUNCIL MEMBERS AND
CERTAIN OFFICERS AND
EMPLOYEES OF THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD
1 T- 7/10/08, The Leader

Fee: $28.05

Invite Rose in,
and she’ll bring results!

Rose Hughes
weichert.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

Don T. Ho and May Hsiao-Ling
Ho to Robert Stroud and Tovah
Ornstein, 403 Quantuck Lane,
$690,000.
Taras Kozak and Ken M. Wong and
Adriana I. Santos Flores, 327
Brightwood Avenue, $450,000.
Briana D. and Werner Knoop to
Michael and Leigh Calica, 819
Kimball Avenue, $889,000.
JEMCOL, L.L.C. to Jonathan and
Valerie Jawor, 316 Palsted Avenue,
$625,000.
Patricia V. Sherman to William and
Kathleen Tomczyk, 862 Dorian Road,
$595,000.
Steven Hoberman and Jennifer
Nichols to Yasuhiro Akiyama, 508
Dorian Court, $622,000.
Russell R. and Tulia Weinzierl to
William E. Wnuck and Andrea Forese,
109 Surrey Lane, $500,000.
Peter J. Bourke to Sravan and Beth
Emany, 811 Cedar Terrace,
$1,400,000.
James C. and Nancy L. Lau to Bret
E. Kilbourn and Tara A. McGroddy,
616 St. Marks Avenue, $900,000.
David and Leslie O’Connor to Marc
H. and Nicole W. Breslow, 310 Scotch
Plains Avenue, $760,000.
John R. Logan to Allen E. Moton,
Jr. and James Jamal Brown, 545 First
Street, $425,000.
Stanley H. and Gloria H. Kafka to
RD Westfield, LLC, 322 First Street,
$700,000.PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on July 7,
2008 memorialized the following Board
action taken on June 2, 2008:
08-05(V) Xocolatz, Jaime Chaves, 235
Elmer Street, Block 3113, Lot 15. Applicant sought Preliminary and Final Major
Site Plan approval for a modification of
utilization and associated variances and
waivers to use the premises for the purposes of a restaurant. Applicant sought
variance relief from Section 17.02C7s of
the Land Use Ordinance. Application approved.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Planning Board Secretary
1 T - 7/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $17.85

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

Open House: Sunday, 7/13 1-4PM
708 Shadowlawn Drive

Call For
More Information!

Westfield:

PUBLIC NOTICE

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/13 1-5PM
942 Boulevard

WESTFIELD . . . Welcome to Westfield. Open the door and you are home! Move right into this
spacious 3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath English Colonial. The first floor has an updated kitchen with granite
countertops, stainless steel appliances and a charming breakfast nook along with a Family Room,
Laundry Room, Powder Room and 2 window seats to curl up on and read a book. The deep backyard
is great for entertaining and provides lots of room for future expansion. $665,000. DIRECTIONS:
Central to Clifton, right on Boulevard #942. MLS # 2541721

Estate of Lawrence H. Mueller, Jr.
to Vanessa Vazquez, 1013 Cellar Avenue, $230,000.
Theodore J. Schaffernoth to Hector Colon, 1701 Raritan Road,
$412,500.
John and Mary T. Crawford to
Cynthia A. Francisco, 368 Stout Avenue, $382,000.
Derek and Maria Broaddus to Jose
L. Huerfano and Meghan K. Cepetelli,
2213 Greenside Place, $410,000.
Lasalle Bank, as successor in interest to ABN-AMRO Mortgage Group,
Inc. to Patriot Funding as Trustee for
Asset-Backed Certificates 2006-01,
LLC, 532 Hunter Avenue, $180,000.
Patriot Funding as Trustee for Asset-Backed Certificates 2006-01,
LLC to Homaz, LLC, 532 Hunter
Avenue, $197,000.
John D. and Mary Jane Isola to
Joan Milasunas, 12 Yarmouth Village, $380,000.
Antoinette and Robert Monti, Jr. to
David W. and Amy A. Werkheiser, 8
Donsen Lane, $742,000.
Heather Glenn at Scotch Plains
Urban Renewal, LLC to Daniel K.
Pinkett and Laura M. Carter, 19
Johnson Street, $590,000.
Warren P. and Kathryn Shea to
Ronald and Jaqueline Skwirut, 4
Bonus Hill Drive, $710,000.
Helltemp, II to Krishna J. Urs, 3
Julia Court, $1,300,000.

This charming Tudor home sits among other picturesque homes in the English
Tudor section of Shadowlawn Drive in Westfield. The original architectural
detail has been preserved and enhanced including arched entryways, leaded
glass windows, embellished moldings, high ceilings, built-in cabinetry, vintage
tiles, a handsome fireplace and hardwood floors. The new kitchen, with its
lovely built-in breakfast nook, retro-tiles, granite counter, Viking appliances
and custom details blends with the older charm while providing top of the
line amenities. This is an easy to live in home, filled with light and a gracious,
open flow. There is a large, formal dining room, first floor office and heated
sunroom. In total, there are four bedrooms, including the master which is
lined with custom cabinetry, and three full and two half baths. The basement
is finished as a bright and open playroom, also with built-in shelving. The
home has central air-conditioning. The property is private with a two car
garage, loft storage, patio, sprinkler system, and privacy landscaping. The
location is unparralled; one of Westfield’s premier streets, close to town,
train and the schools. Offered for $949,000.

Maryalice Ryan, ABR, SRES, ASP

Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Coldwell Banker International President’s Circle
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007
Direct Line: 908-928-9121
maryaliceryan@comcast.net
©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on July
23, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board will hold a hearing on the
application of the undersigned. The property in question is located at 209 Paterson
Road, Fanwood, New Jersey, also known
as Block 12, Lot 9, as shown on the
Fanwood Tax Map owned by Thomas and
Nicole Virga.
The applicants request a variance for
the patio retaining wall height, which is
violation of Section 184-126(c) of the
Fanwood Land Use Code. Variance requested: Height in excess of 4 feet; Permitted: 4 feet; Present: 4.5 feet; Proposed:
4.5 feet.
The applicants request a variance for
the side yard set back adjacent to the
driveway, which is violation of Section
184-163(a) of the Fanwood Land Use
Code. Variance requested: setback requirement less than 3 feet; Permitted: 3
feet; Present: 0-2 (feet along length of
driveway beginning at street to garage);
Proposed: 0-2 feet.
The applicants request a variance for
improvement coverage area, which is violation of Section 184-110 (e)(9) of the
Fanwood Land Use Code. Variance requested: Improvement coverage larger
than required; Permitted: 35% of land;
Present: 26.7%; Proposed: 26.7%.
The applicants request a variance for
the side yard setback adjacent to the patio,
which is violation of Section 184-163(a) of
the Fanwood Land Use Code. Variance
requested: Set back less than required;
Permitted: 15 feet; Present: 10.6 feet; Proposed: 10.6 feet.
The applicants will also seek such
other relief as may be determined necessary at the public hearing based upon
review of the application or amendment(s)
to the application.
The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours (8 a.m. – 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday) from the Secretary of the Planning Board at the Administration Office of the Borough of Fanwood
at 75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the Rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.
Applicants:
Thomas & Nicole Virga
Attorney for applicants:
Jeffrey R. Pocaro, Esq.
141 South Avenue
Suite #204
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
(908) 490-1095
1 T - 7/10/08, The Times
Fee: $57.12

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Park Middle School

Honor Roll
Fourth Marking Period

SCOTCH PLAINS – Park Middle
School Principal Lisa Rebimbas announced the school’s fourth marking
period honor roll:

6th Gr. Distinguished
Honor Roll – 71 Students
Michael Auda, Samuel Bebout, Saimukeshv
Bhupatiraju, Joseph Bonaccorso, Christopher
Bubnov, Kathryn Bumiller, Sara Calabrese, Mary
Coloney, Nicole ‘ Conti, Kelsey Coupe, Caroline
Culp, Kathryn Cunningham, Tessa DeMaria,
Dominick DiFrancesco, Panayiotis Dimopoulos,
Michael DiNizo, Josie Dunning, Christina
Fasolas, Sarah Fischmann, Victoria Germano,
Julie Haggan, Melissa Harris, Scott Hasiak,
Leighton Heisey, Eric Hogan, Michele Hom,
Luke Horgan, Kiera Jacob, Paras Jha, Ryan
Kalkstein, Bridget Kelly, Conor Kelly, Lauren
Kilcullen, Yelena Kudryashova, Austin Kwinta,
Yi Lin, Jillian Lindenberg, Taityana Lofton, Emily
Margulies, Jasson Mazzetti, Shannon McConnell,
Lauren McMorrow, Jennifer Mintz, Ross
Mulcahy, Heather Mullen, Casey Murphy, Elizabeth Nardone, Emilia O’Leary, Matthew Owens,
Olivia Paladino, Adam Piekutowski, Brendan
Pierce, Stephanie Plant, Angela Rastelli, Michelle
Rinaldo, Darek Rola-Zarzor, Hannah Rosado,
Caroline Ross, Brian Rubin, Matthew Sass, James
Schetelich, Natasha Segulin, Andrew Shanker,
Emma Sherry, Eugene Siskoske, Eric
Tannenbaum, Daniel VanBrunt, Tajah Williams,
Noga Zaborowski, Eve Zhurbinskiy, Arielle
Zuaro

6th Grade
Honor Roll – 70 Students
Nathan Abdy, Nada Amer, Liam Artuso,
Kayla Ausbon, Lucio Avelar, Nicola Baruch,
Brennan Brady, Katherine Briante, Grant Brown,
Mary Brumfield, Ian Cappelli, Marina Carvalho,
Daniel Choi, Anna Close, Connor Coll, Jonathan
Dawson, Dariana De Vore, Nicholas DeBellis,
Andrew DeBiasse, Ryan DePaul, Sean Duthie,
Abigail Edwards, Benjamin Evans, Michael Gentile, Vikrant Ghate, Devin Glover, Javier Guerrero,
Alexander Guzzo, Emma Hannis-Trowbridge,
Nicole Horn, Peter Hsiao, Justin Hudak, Nicole
Johnson, Matthew Kerr, Celia Kleemeyer, Matthew Klingebiel, Valentin Kudryashov, Michael
Lockatell, Jennifer Lynch, Amanda Mach, Thomas Madan, Laura M cGovern, Matthew
McGowan, Kayla McKeown, Andrea McNeely,
Owen Monahan, Jacob Monzella, Darcy Moran,
Kevin Mruczinski, Amy Jo Nicastro, Joe’l Pagan, Amy Palumbo, Shannon Reilly, Chase
Reinhard, Gabrielle Rojas, Kelly Ruggieri, Thalia
Santana, Rachel Schack, Jordan Schwerdtfeger,
Kyndal Scobee, Natalie Smith, Samantha
Stratton, Lauren Suriano, Ashley Taillon,
Alexandra Tevis, Jaclyn Villane, Ian Walker,
Andrew Warne, Kelly Yeager, Kathryn
Zawodniak

7th Gr. Distinguished
Honor Roll – 30 Students
Brian Burns, Andrew Citera, Kathleen
Colonna, Nicholas Demmel, Colleen Farrell,
Jessica Howard, Danielle Karacsony, Emily
Koprowski, Christie Leist, Elsa Leistikow,
Caroline Lesce, Tyler Martin, Danielle
McDuffie, Mathew Medina, Kelsey Meisch,
Olivia Nelson, Savvas Petridis, Amanda
Raphael, Elise Ringel, Kathryn Rodriguez,
Dylan Sands, Alexander Segulin, Kimberly
Shaw, Christopher Stanton, Zoe-Nicole Stein,
Taylor Swaak, Jo Venice Uriarte, Mary
Vannatta, Jessica Zhang, Aidan Ziobro

David Leavitt, George Leavitt, Steven Magnotta,
Maxwell Mansilla, Francisco Marrero, Ashley
Martinez, Morris May, Grace McAlindin, Melissa McQuoid, Jonathan Miksis, Katherine
Minski, Tessa Mitterhoff, Enovi Molina-Chevez,
Robert Mrozek, Emmanuel Nocum, Colin
O’Kell, Tara Palkoski, Lisa Peccarelli, Megan
Phelan, Leya Quinones, Carly Redfield, Lyndsay
Reed, Samantha Renfree, Bridget Reynolds,
Anna Rivero, Maria Jose Rivero, John Roberts,
Marc Rosario, Monique Santos, Merhan Shams,
Taylor Smith, Antonio Spadaro, Christopher
Stone, Tara Sweeney, Gabrielle Testa, Tom
Zimmermann

8th Gr. Distinguished
Honor Roll – 22 Students
Alyssa Apuzzio, Elizabeth Baldwin,
Dominika Blach, Kelsey Boyea, Adam Carabba,
Isabel Crystal, Erin Dempsey, Margaret Diaz,
John DiBattista, Ramona Dunning, Katherine
Fletcher, Kathryn Lee, Kristen Lee, James
Marvosa, Mariel Mital, Emily Nardone, Taylor
Novello, Raushan Palejwala, Erin Pierce, Melissa Quarto, Disha Rao, Kierra Wiggins

8th Grade
Honor Roll – 78 Students
Omar Amer, Rachel Armus, Lisa Awaitey,
Gregory Baliko, Dominque Bray, Jeremy
Brenner, Samuel Brown, Elizabeth Buckridee,
Robert Bunnell, Christopher Burke, Donna
Camarda, Laura Cappelli, Daniel Carabba, Jason
Cepparulo, Olivia Checchio, Abigale Churaman,
Robert Colonna, Jordan Dagostaro, Alivia
DeMaria, Jennifer Denman, Louis Dodge,
Amanda Ekstrand, Luke Emnas, Jessica Esbrandt,
Kendall Fawcett, Jaclyn Friedman, Steven Garber,
Kenyata Gilles, Allison Grimm, Carly Grossman,
Alexandra Harmon, Kevin Hesson, Quade Ibarra,
Amira Khalil, Ryan Kiel, Kerri Killeen, Joshua
Knechtel, Stacy Leinfuss, Victoria Lesce, Kevin
Lewis, Michael Mannino, Lisa Matrale, Jessica
McGovern, Meghan McGrath, Anna
McGuinness, Daniel McMillan, Joseph McQuoid,
Michael Misiak, Dylan Mruczinski, Claire
Muirhead, Margaret O’Brien, Dhruvi Patel,
Alyssa Provenzano, Francis Quigley, Delaney
Reimers, Maria Paz Rivero, Victoria Roser, Benjamin Ross, William Schauer, Jillian Schuster,
Cassandra Segulin, Rose Sigona, Daniel
Slegowski, Allison Speck, Emily Stefanik, Alex
Suriano, Christine Szpond, Alex Tannenbaum,
Jonathan Tomasulo, Chayakorn Triamarit, Sarah VanBuskirk, Luke Vuono, Andrew Wilson,
Alan Woodfield, Alexandra Zaller, Victor
Zanowicz, Kristina Zekunde, Michael Ziegler

WHS Student Attends
Eastern University
WESTFIELD – Holly Messina of
Westfield has enrolled at Eastern University in St. Davids, Pa.
Holly is a Westfield High School
graduate and is majoring in liberal
arts for the fall semester.
Holly was a member of her high
school’s honor roll and the lacrosse
team, and is a volunteer for the
Children’s Specialized Hospital.

Thursday, July 10, 2008

Recent Educ. Grants Power
Cranford’s Special Programs
CRANFORD – More than $50,000
in grants and donations collected since
March of this year are helping to power
programs offered by the Cranford Public School District, including the
Cranford School District Academy
(CSDA) and its Books Donation, Take
a Walk for Life, Laboratories Refurbishment, Parents Advocating for Special Education (PASE), Kids on the
Block and Outdoor Classroom programs.
Grant writer Stephen Izzo, in collaboration with staff from the district,
authored the grants and donations. Mr
Izzo said, “We appreciate not only the
generous support of our program sponsors but also efforts by our teachers,
who both run these programs and helped
us win funds to support them.”
Following are some of the programs
supported and their sources of funding:
The Cranford School District Academy: this intensive, weekend reading
program, which just completed its fourth
annual offering, helps K-12 students
attending schools in the Cranford public
school district overcome serious reading difficulties. Recent program funders
include: Independence Community
Bank Foundation ($5,000); Wal-Mart
Corporation ($2,000 — and over $11,000
donated since 2006); The Friends of the
Cranford Public Library ($1,875) and
Weeks Marine ($1,875) — each of which
have donated over $7,200 since 2005;
All-State Legal ($1,875); State Farm
($1,000); Chase Manhattan Bank ($938);
Delta Dental ($938); Jaclo Industries
($938); Commerce Bank ($500) and
Cali Futures ($500).
Books Donation Program: a veritable
treasure trove of more than 1,000 hardand soft-cover books donated byVerizon
Corporation from its Season’s Readings
Program is augmenting classroom and
school libraries, including those at Lincoln and Orange Avenue Schools.
Take a Walk for Life Program: funding
from the Overlook Hospital Health Committee ($2,000) and Trinitas Hospital
($750) is helping fourth and fifth graders
from several district schools to stay fit
through the use of pedometers, which
ensure they take 10,000 steps a day.
Laboratories Refurbishment: recent
grants from Schering-Plough ($5,000);
Celgene Corporation ($1,500); the NJB
and AKB Foundation ($1,000) and
Wolkstein, Von Ellen and Brown ($300)
are augmenting budgeted funds used to
upgrade the labs at Cranford High School.
PASE Program: the district hosts a
series of expert-facilitated meetings at
which special-needs parents come to-

gether to learn from experts in the field.
Recent donations from Wachovia Securities ($1,000 — its second in the past
year) and the Cranford Fire Department ($250) are helping to fund speaker
honoraria and a library of materials on
special-needs parenting.
Kids on the Block Program: a puppet
troupe comprised of Cranford High
School students regularly performs
shows for the district’s elementary
school students developed by Kids on
the Block (KOTB.com). The show addresses various health, social and emotional issues, including avoiding the
use of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs.
A $2,500 grant from Elizabethtown
Gas Company (its second in the past
year) funded the purchase of two replacement hand-crafted puppets.
Outdoor Classroom Program: in order to educate students across disciplines, develop workplace readiness
skills and encourage community cooperation, students, teachers, parents and
community partners maintain an Outdoor Classroom at Walnut Avenue
School with seven gardens and a bird
habitat. A grant from Learn and Serve
America and recent donations from
Home Depot in Garwood ($300),Youth
Service America/State Farm ($1,000)
and the Conoco Phillips Good Neighbor Fund ($300) are helping to fund the
program.
The balance of recent grants won
come from the following organizations:
AdventureAquarium,Applebee’s, Rustic Mill Diner, Baron’s Pharmacy, Bell’s
Pharmacy, Birdsall Services Group,
Breen’s Liquors, Bronx Zoo, Carfax,
Century 21 Supreme Realty, Corbert
Medical Transportation, Costco,
Cranford Ophthalmology, Cranford
Sunoco, Debbie Walsh, Design Source
East, Graber-Rogg, Howard Blakeslee,
HRH Metro Northeast, Imperial Ring
Weld Company, Killian and Salisbury,
L’Oreal USA, Linden Cogeneration,
Lube Express, Lubiner and Schmidt,
Marano and Sons, Moore Stephens,
Nail Plaza Plus, N.J. American Water
Company, N.J. Sports and Exposition
Authority, O’Donnell Agency, On the
Edge Foods, Redfield Blonsky, Roselle
Savings Bank, Rosenberg Neuwirth and
Kuchner, Simpson and Brown, Spencer Savings Bank, Supplies-Supplies,
Villani Bus Company, Wakefern Foods,
William McClintock Associates and
the Wine Library.

THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Overachieving Wunderkinds Make
Best of Students Feel Like ‘Failures’
By AMANDA MOSNER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

High school is like being in a washing machine. First, you’re immersed
in the social equivalent of cold water
and soap; then, you’re rinsed off and
start to get your bearings; but just
when you think you are done, the spin
cycle kicks in.
And the spin cycle, as every high
school junior and senior knows, is the
dreaded college-application process.
Like most incoming seniors, I am terrified by the prospect of college admissions at this point, courtesy of my
parents, teachers and, above all, my
well-meaning but thoroughly intimidating college/guidance counselor.
In middle school, we all used to talk
enthusiastically about where we
wanted to go to school. “Harvard or
Yale sounds cool,” we’d say, not knowing of the importance of SAT scores,
extracurricular activities or GPAs.
These days, I find myself longing for
such days of ignorance, when a “B” in
a class did not mean that you would
never get into any college and would
eventually end up living in a cardboard
box and dying poor and lonely.
This is obviously an overstatement,
but it’s hard not to get this message or
feeling whenever the subject of higher
education comes up. To make matters
worse, the media bombards us with
way too much information concerning the college application process.
The US News and World Report
yearly college ranking issue is filled
with stories of teenagers doing fantastic things, who are taking crazy
measures, such as filming themselves
singlehandedly tackling global warming, in order to improve their chances
of getting into college.
Along the same lines, a recent New
York magazine chronicled a couple
of exceptionally bright and unique
kids and analyzed the chances they
had of getting into certain schools.
All of these kids had some special
quality about them; they had nearly
perfect SAT scores; they were presidents of what seemed like a billion
clubs; and some even did high-level

Michael Scott, Manager

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday,
July 8, 2008 the following ordinance entitled:

Aashay Anjaria, Stephanie Araneo, Maija
Barnes, Robert Barone, Vincenzo Bianco, Adam
Bransky, Abigail Bridge, Caitlin Bunin, Mary
Ellen Cagnassola, Nicole Campbell, Gabriel
Canicosa, Dana Cappiccille, William Castore,
Connor Cheney, Christopher Ciccarino, Michael
Colineri, Craig Conlan, John Cunningham, Matthew Debiasse, Timothy Duddy, Katrina
Fernando, Dahlia Fioretti, Alicia Fung-A-Fat,
Kristen Gerritsen, Gaelle Gilles, Najla Gilliam,
Justin Glock, Haley Goeller, Hannah Greaney,
Christina Jackson, Rebecca Jenkins, Sonali
Kamath, Madeline Krema, Nicole Lamastra,

scientific research as an out-of-school
activity.
Needless to say, I felt extremely
inadequate after reading about these
kids. I don’t think I’m alone in sometimes feeling that I am a complete
failure. What can I say – the media
really can shape people’s minds.
As the child of two former overachievers who attended Williams
College and Haverford College, it is
always especially interesting to discuss the college-application process
with my parents.
My mother has always been the
more serious and anxious parent concerning grades and extracurriculars.
My father, on the other hand, who
attended public high school in
Queens, has always had what I perceive to be a more realistic outlook on
the entire ordeal. “Just do your best,”
he advises, “and you will find somewhere to go. There are so many great
schools out there.”
He then adds, “I am so grateful that
getting into college was not quite so
hard or as big of a deal when I was in
high school. I had very good grades,
but in this day and age, God knows I
wouldn’t be accepted to any of the
places I applied and got into back
then.”
Maybe I’m just getting all hopped
up over nothing, but it seems as if
society is telling us that where you
get into college at age 18 determines
the entire course of your life.
Do you really have to be a
wunderkind when applying or can you
just be a normal student with some
extracurriculars and good grades? I
don’t know if it’s possible to be any
more stressed out than I am now about
the applications I will (not) look forward to completing this summer.
What I do know is that at this point,
the idea of becoming a plumber is
looking rather enticing: it would be
easier and much less stressful; I would
have fewer years in school, and there
would be less fear of rejection. Actually, that’s sounding pretty good to me!
Amanda will be an incoming senior at Westfield High School.

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”

PUBLIC NOTICE

7th Grade
Honor Roll – 70 Students
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AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY AUGUST 31, 2008
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS

Holly Messina

was adopted on second and final reading.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 7/10/08, The Times
Fee: $16.32

John Papa
Sales Associate

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

Bettyann Lynch
Sales Associate

Maryalice Ryan
Sales Associate

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E
BASKING RIDGE

$599,000

Charming colonial. Updated kitchen, formal dining room,
den, living room, sun porch, 3 bedrooms, finished basement.
WSF0366
Westfield
908-233-5555

151 Wild Hedge Lane, Mountainside

$2,500,000

Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano and Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage announce a rare opportunity to create
a custom home in an incredible setting: 1.1 acre of secluded property set in a clearing in the woods on a serene
private lane. This price will bring a 5000 sq. ft. 12-room Bucks County Colonial, magnificently appointed with top-of
the-line fixtures & finishes. Builder’s floor plan offers 6 beds, 5.1 baths incl. a spectacular Master Suite, first floor
Guest Suite, gourmet Kitchen, Library, 2 nd floor laundry. Systems incl. multi zone heat & a/c, security, audio, intercom,
central vac. Or, build to suit, up to 7000 sq ft.

CRANFORD

$429,900

3 bedroom, 1.1bath colonial. Wood floors, finished
basement, French doors to deck, fenced yard with patio.
WSF0424
Westfield
908-233-5555

SCOTCH PLAINS

$1,199,000

Beautiful 4 bedroom colonial. Fabulous kitchen with
granite island, large family room with fireplace, 2
magnificent baths. WSF0327
Westfield
908-233-5555

336 Orenda Circle, Westfield

$1,850,000

Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano and Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage present a spectacular 4,000 square foot home
to be built on .89 acre private lot. This luxury home will feature 12 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths, and 3-car attached
garage. 1st fl. guest suite, octagonal shaped library, large gourmet kitchen w/ separate breakfast area, butler’s pantry opens to
spacious great room. Master bedroom suite w/sitting room, walk-in closets, spa-like bath retreat w/steam shower, whirlpool
tub, tray ceiling. For more details contact Jayne Bernstein at 908-301-2006. Build to suit option also available.

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555

WESTFIELD

$1,495,000

Quality Buontempo home in Wilson School area.
Approximately 3600 sq ft. Will build to suit or plans
available. WSF0231
Westfield
908-233-5555

CLARK

$379,000

Move right in to this updated 3/4 bedroom cape. Newer
Eat-in Kitchen and 2 newer baths. A must see! WSF0136

Westfield

FANWOOD

908-233-5555

$439,900

Charming colonial on beautiful wooded property near
trains and shopping. Home warranty included. Call for
details. WSF0373
Westfield
908-233-5555

WESTFIELD

$1,275,000

New custom built center hall colonial. Steel beam
construction, 5 bedrooms, 4 full baths, 2 fireplaces and
more. WSF0265
Westfield
908-233-5555

WESTFIELD

$649,000

Very spacious expanded ranch. 5 bedrooms, 3.1 baths,
newer kitchen, finished basement, large deck, 1st floor
laundry. WSF0274
Westfield
908-233-5555

CRANFORD

$698,508

MOUNTAINSIDE

$749,999

WESTFIELD

$450,000

Beautiful turn-of-the-century 12 room Victorian. Elegant
foyer, hardwood floors, high ceilings, 5 bedrooms. Near
town, train. WSF0333
Westfield
908-233-5555

Spacious 4/5 bedroom, 4 bath ranch on over 1/2 acre on
cul-de-sac.Winter views from family/media room, stunning
kitchen. WSF0383
Westfield
908-233-5555

Immaculate 3 bedroom colonial. Eat-in kitchen open to
porch and 1st floor laundry, formal dining room, rec room
and more. WSF0308
Westfield
908-233-5555

SCOTCH PLAINS

$829,000

New colonial by Michael Mahoney. 2s tory foyer,
hardwood floors, kitchen with granite counters, master
suite and more. WSF0111
Westfield
908-233-5555

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.
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FW-SP Service League
Donates $42,000 to Students

WILDLIFE RESCUERS...The 2007-2008 Tamaques Elementary School Student
Council will donate its $300 budget to the Popcorn Park Zoo, a refuge located in
Forked River for sick, abandoned and injured wildlife. Each student council
representative chose a charity and the council held a school-wide vote to determine the recipient.
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
COUNTY OF UNION
TAKE NOTICE That pursuant to Resolution No. 96-08, adopted by the Township
Counsel of the Township of Scotch Plains on July 8, 2008 that the undersigned will
expose for sale at Public Auction, in accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and
locations specified below, the following motor vehicles which came into the possession
of the Scotch Plains Police Department through abandonment or failure of owners to
claim same.
All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.
Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at
time of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.
The public auction shall be held on July 16, 2008 in accordance with the laws of the
State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.
The following vehicles may be examined at Sevelle’s Auto Body in Westfield, New
Jersey at 9:30 am. Public Auction will commence at 9:45 am.
MAKE
Acura
Mercury

YEAR
1991
1999

VIN NO.
JN4KA8270MC000520
1ZWFT61L1X5761199

MINIMUM BID
$1740.00
$1620.00

The following vehicles may be examined at Plain’s Auto Body, 2380 Beryllium Road,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 10:30 am. Public Auction will commence at 10:45 am.
MAKE
Lexus

YEAR
1995

VIN NO.
JT8UF22EXTS0009777

MINIMUM BID
$2400.00

The following vehicles may be examined at Frank’s Towing, 56 Martine Avenue,
Fanwood New Jersey at 11:15 am. Public Auction will commence at 11:30 am.
MAKE
Toyota
Dodge

YEAR
1995
1996

VIN NO.
4T1GK12E6SU096540
1B3ES27C1TD500873

MINIMUM BID
$1830.00
$1860.00

The following vehicles may be examined at The Scotch Plains Police Dept, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 12:15 am. Public Auction will commence at 12:30
am.
MAKE
Ford

YEAR
1996

VIN NO.
2FALP71W2TX106630

MINIMUM BID
$2300.00

Dated: May 14, 2008

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
Fee: $70.38

1 T - 7/10/08, The Times

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF SALE OF
$3,200,000
GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS
(BOOK-ENTRY BONDS) (CALLABLE) (BANK-QUALIFIED)
ELECTRONIC PROPOSALS (the “Proposals”), via BiDCOMP/PARITY Competitive
Bidding System (“PARITY”) only, will be received by the Chief Financial Officer of the
Borough of Fanwood in the County of Union, New Jersey (the “Borough”), on July 24,
2008 until 11:00 a.m., New York City time, at which time they will be announced, for the
purchase of all, but not less than all, of the Borough’s General Improvement Bonds,
Series 2008 (the “Bonds”). Bidders are required to submit their Proposal for the purchase
of the Bonds in accordance with the terms of the Notice of Sale.
Principal Amortization
Principal of the Bonds will be paid annually (at maturity, unless designated as
mandatory sinking fund payments in the manner prescribed herein), subject to prior
optional redemption, on the fifteenth day of July in the following years and in the following
aggregate amounts:
MaturingJuly 15 Principal Amount
2010
$ 50,000
2011
50,000
2012
50,000
2013
125,000
2014
225,000
2015
225,000
2016
225,000

MaturingJuly 15
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023

Principal Amount
$300,000
300,000
300,000
300,000
350,000
350,000
350,000

Interest Payment Dates
The Bonds will be dated the date of delivery (which is expected to be August 5, 2008)
and will bear interest at the rate per annum specified by the successful bidder therefor
in accordance herewith, payable on January 15, 2009 and semi-annually thereafter on
the fifteenth day of July and January in each year until maturity or prior redemption.
Term Bond Option
Bidders may designate in their proposal two or more consecutive annual principal
payments as a term bond, which matures on the maturity date of the last annual principal
payment of the sequence. Any term bond so designated shall be subject to mandatory
sinking fund redemption in each year on the principal payment date and in the entire
principal amount for each annual principal payment designated for inclusion in such term
bond. There is no limitation on the number of term bonds.
Optional Redemption Provisions
The Bonds maturing on or prior to July 15, 2018 shall not be subject to redemption prior
to their respective maturity dates. The Bonds maturing on or after July 15, 2019 shall be
subject to redemption prior to their respective maturity dates, on or after July 15, 2018
at the option of the Borough, either in whole or in part at any time in any order of maturity
at one hundred percent (100%) of the principal amount of the Bonds being redeemed (the
“Redemption Price”), plus in each case accrued interest thereon to the date fixed for
redemption.
Notice of Redemption shall be given by publishing such notice once a week for two (2)
successive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation that carries financial news, is
printed in the English language and is customarily published on each business day in the
State of New York, the first of such publications to be at least thirty (30) but not more than
sixty (60) days before the date fixed for redemption. A Notice of Redemption shall also
be mailed by first class mail in a sealed envelope with postage prepaid to the registered
owners of such Bonds at their respective addresses as they last appear on the
registration books kept for that purpose by the Borough. However, so long as DTC (or any
successor thereto) acts as Securities Depository for the Bonds, Notices of Redemption
shall be sent to such depository and shall not be sent to the beneficial owners of the
Bonds, nor shall the notice be published as provided herein. Any failure of such
depository to advise any of its participants or any failure of any participant to notify any
beneficial owner of any Notice of Redemption shall not affect the validity of the
redemption proceedings. If the Borough determines to redeem a portion of the Bonds of
a maturity, such Bonds shall be selected by the Borough by lot. If Notice of Redemption
has been given as described herein, the Bonds, or the portion thereof called for
redemption, shall be due and payable on the date fixed for redemption at the Redemption
Price, together with accrued interest to the date fixed for redemption. Payment shall be
made upon surrender of the Bonds redeemed.
Book-Entry-Only System
As long as DTC or its nominee, Cede & Co., is the registered owner of the Bonds,
payments of the principal of and interest on the Bonds will be made directly to Cede &
Co., as nominee of DTC, which will credit payments of principal of and interest on the
Bonds to the DTC participants as listed in the records of DTC as of each next preceding
January 1 and July 1, respectively (the “Record Dates” for payment of interest on the
Bonds), which participants will in turn credit such payments to the beneficial owners of
the Bonds.
All bidders of the Bonds must be participants of The Depository Trust Company, New
York, New York (“DTC”) or affiliated with its participants. The Bonds will be issued in fully
registered form, and when issued will be registered in the name of and held by Cede &
Co., as the registered owner thereof and nominee for DTC, an automated depository for
securities and clearinghouse for securities transactions.
Individual purchases of beneficial ownership interests in the Bonds will be made in
book-entry form (without certificates) in the denomination of $5,000 each or any integral
multiple thereof. It shall be the obligation of the successful bidder to furnish to DTC an
underwriter’s questionnaire and the denomination of the Bonds not less than seventy-two
(72) hours prior to the delivery of the Bonds.
In the event that either DTC determines not to continue to act as securities depository
for the Bonds or the Borough determines that the beneficial owners of the Bonds be able
to obtain bond certificates, the Borough will appoint a paying agent and will issue and
deliver replacement Bonds in the form of fully registered certificates.
Electronic Bidding Procedures
Bids may be submitted electronically via PARITY in accordance with this Notice of
Sale, until 11:00 a.m., New York City time, on July 24, 2008, but no bid will be received
after the time for receiving bids specified above. To the extent any instructions or
directions set forth in PARITY conflict with this Notice of Sale, the terms of this Notice of
Sale shall control. For further information about PARITY, potential bidders may contact
PARITY at (212) 849-5021. In the event that a bid for the Bonds is submitted via PARITY,
the bidder further agrees that:
1. The Borough may regard the electronic transmission of the bid through PARITY
(including information about the purchase price of the Bonds, the interest rate or rates to
be borne by the various maturities of the Bonds, the initial public offering price of each
maturity and any other information included in such transmission) as though the same
information were submitted directly to the Borough and executed by a duly authorized
signatory of the bidder. If a bid submitted electronically by PARITY is accepted by the
Borough, the terms of the Proposal for Bonds and this Notice of Sale and the information
that is electronically transmitted through PARITY shall form a contract, and the successful bidder shall be bound by the terms of such contract.
2. PARITY is not an agent of the Borough, and the Borough shall have no liability
whatsoever based on any bidder’s use of PARITY, including but not limited to any failure
by PARITY to correctly or timely transmit information provided by the Borough or
information provided by the bidder.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Five students Children’s Specialized Hospital,
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High $1,400; Contact We Care, Inc.,
School received $1,000; Counscholarships in seling Centers
the amount of for Human De$4,000 from the velopment, Inc.,
Fanwood- $ 6 0 0 ;
Scotch Plains Emmanuel CanService League.
cer Foundation,
C a n d a c e $700; Fanwood
Barnes of Scotch Arts Council,
Plains will be a $300; Fanwood
junior
at Library, $800;
Candace Barnes
Michelle Swick
Montclair State Fanwood ResUniversity and is majoring in com- cue
Squad,
munications.
$1,000; Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl
Carolyn DiProspero of Fanwood is Scouts, $400; Flintlocks (Boy Scouts
a junior at the College of William and of America), $400; Historical SociMary. She is a history/government ety of Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
major.
$800; Homefirst – Coalition for the
M e l i s s a Homeless,
Koerner
of $1,000; Jump
Scotch Plains is Start Preschool
majoring
is Program, $300;
speech pathol- Literacy Volunogy at the Col- teers of Union
lege of New Jer- County, Inc.,
sey, where she $400; Master
will be a junior Gardeners of
next fall.
Union County,
C a r o l i n e $300; Mobile
Carolyn DiProspero L’Heureux of
Meals
of Caroline L’Heureux
Scotch Plains will complete her se- Westfield, $500;
nior year at James Madison Univer- Resolve Community Counseling,
sity this year. She is a politi$1,000; SP-F Scholarship
cal science/theater major.
Foundation,
$20,000;
Michelle Swick of Scotch
Scotch Plains Library, $800;
Plains is completing her seScotch Plains Rescue Squad,
nior year at Lafayette Col$1,600; Scotch Plainslege and majoring in anthroFanwood PAL, $100;
pology/sociology.
SWIM, $300; Theater
In addition to the five
Project Union County Colscholarships, the Fanwoodlege, $500; Trailside Nature
Scotch Plains Service
& Science, $900; Union
League awarded grants to
County Rape Crisis, $400;
the following organizations: Melissa Koerner
Westfield Day Care, $300;
The ARC (Association for
YMCA FSP, $800; Youth
Retarded Citizens), $1,000; Center and Family Counseling, $800;YMCA
for Hope Hospice, $2,500; Central Eastern Union County – Battered
NJ Brain Tumor Group, $500; Women’s Shelter, $600.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com
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3. The Borough may choose to discontinue use of electronic bidding via PARITY by
issuing a notification to such effect via TM3 News Services, or by other available means,
no later than 3:00 p.m. (New York City Time) on the last business date prior to the bid date
set forth above.
4. Once the bids are communicated electronically via PARITY to the Borough as
described above, each bid will constitute a Proposal for Bonds and shall be deemed to
be an irrevocable offer to purchase the Bonds on the terms provided in this Notice of Sale.
For purposes of submitting all Proposal for Bonds, whether by hand delivery or
electronically via Parity, the time as maintained on PARITY shall constitute the official
time.
5. Each bidder choosing to bid electronically shall be solely responsible to make
necessary arrangements to access PARITY for purposes of submitting its bid in a timely
manner and in compliance with the requirements of this Notice of Sale. Neither the
Borough nor Parity shall have any duty or obligation to undertake such registration to bid
for any prospective bidder or to provide or assure access to any qualified prospective
bidder, and neither the Borough nor Parity shall be responsible for the proper operation
of, or have any liability for any delays or interruptions of, or any damages caused by
PARITY. The Borough is using PARITY as a communication mechanism, and not as the
Borough’s agent, to conduct the electronic bidding for the Bonds. By using PARITY, each
bidder agrees to hold the Borough harmless for any harm or damages caused to such
bidder in connection with its use of PARITY for bidding on the Bonds.
Bid Specifications
Each Proposal submitted must name the rate or rates of interest per annum to be borne
by the Bonds bid for and the rate or rates named must be multiples of one-eighth or onetwentieth of one per centum. Not more than one rate may be named for Bonds of the same
maturity. There is no limitation on the rates that may be named. If more than one rate of
interest is named, no interest rate named for any maturity may be less than the interest
rate named for any prior maturity, and the difference between the highest and lowest
rates of interest named in the Proposal shall not exceed three percent (3%). Each
Proposal submitted must be for a portion of the bonds and the purchase price specified
in the proposal must be not less than 100% of the aggregate par value of the Bonds or
for more than 101% of the aggregate par value of the Bonds.
Award, Delivery And Payment
The Bonds will be awarded to the bidder on whose bid the total loan may be made at
the lowest net interest cost. Such net interest cost shall be computed, as to each bid, by
adding to the total principal amount of Bonds the total interest cost to maturity in
accordance with such bid and by deduction therefrom of the amount of premium, if any,
bid, which premium shall not exceed one percent (1%) of par value of the aggregate
principal amount of the Bonds. No Proposal shall be considered that offers to pay an
amount less than the principal amount of Bonds offered for sale or under which the total
loan is made at an interest cost higher than the lowest net interest cost to the Borough
under any legally acceptable proposal. If two or more such bidders offer to pay the lowest
net interest cost, then the Bonds will be sold to one of such bidders selected by lot from
among all such bidders. The bidder to which the Bonds are awarded (in the manner
specified above) is herein referred to as the “Successful Bidder.”
It is expected that delivery of the Bonds to DTC and payment for the Bonds will take
place on or about, August 5, 2008 at the offices of Gibbons P.C., bond counsel to the
Borough (“Bond Counsel”), in Newark, New Jersey or at such other place as may be
agreed upon with the Successful Bidder. The Bonds will be delivered to DTC in single
denominations for each maturity of each type of bond. PAYMENT FOR THE BONDS AT
THE TIME OF ORIGINAL ISSUANCE AND DELIVERY SHALL BE IN IMMEDIATELY
AVAILABLE FUNDS.
Change of Bid Date and Closing Date
The Borough reserves the right to postpone, from time to time, the date established for
the receipt of bids and will undertake to notify registered prospective bidders via
notification published on Thomson Municipal Market Monitor (“TM3”) (www.tm3.com).
Prospective bidders may request notification by facsimile transmission of any such
changes in the date or time for the receipt of bids by so advising, and furnishing their
telecopier numbers to the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough at (908) 322-8236, by
12:00 Noon, New York City time, on the day prior to the announced date for receipt of bids.
In addition, the Borough reserves the right to make changes to this Notice of Sale. Such
changes will be announced on the TM3.
A postponement of the bid date will be announced via TM3 not later than 11:00 a.m.,
New York City time, on the last business day prior to any announced date for receipt of
bids, and an alternative sale date and time will be announced via TM3 by Noon, New York
City time, not less than forty-eight (48) hours prior to such alternative date for receipt of
bids.
On any such alternative date and time for receipt of bids, the Borough will accept
electronic bids for the purchase of the Bonds, such bids to conform in all respects to the
provisions of this Notice of Sale, except for the changes in the date and time for receipt
of bids and any other changes announced via TM3 at the time the date and time for receipt
of bids are announced.
Right To Reject Bids; Waive Irregularities
The right is reserved to reject all bids, and any bid not complying with the terms of this
Notice of Sale will be rejected. The Borough reserves the right to reject any or all
Proposals and so far as permitted by law, to waive any irregularity or informality in any
or all Proposals.
Good Faith Deposit
A good faith deposit (the “Deposit”), in the form of a financial surety bond (the “Financial
Surety Bond”) in the amount of $64,000 is required for each bid for the Bonds to be
considered. The Financial Surety Bond must be from an insurance company licensed to
issue such a bond in the State of New Jersey and approved by the Director of the Division
of Local Government Services of New Jersey (the “Director”). At present, the Director has
approved the use of Sure-Bid, a division of Financial Security Assurance Inc. Use of any
other Financial Surety Bond must be approved by the Director prior to the bid and will not
be accepted by the Borough unless evidence of such approval is provided prior to the bid.
The Financial Surety Bond must be submitted to the Borough prior to 10:30 a.m. New
York City time on the date for receipt of bids, and must be in the form and substance
acceptable to the Borough. A Financial Surety Bond must identify the bidder whose
Deposit is guaranteed by such Financial Surety Bond. The Successful Bidder for the
Bonds is required to submit its Deposit to the Borough in the form of a wire transfer not
later than 1:00 p.m. New York City time on the next business day following the award. If
such Deposits are not received by that time, the Financial Surety Bond may be drawn by
the Borough to satisfy the Deposit requirement. The Deposit of the Successful Bidder will
be collected and the proceeds thereof retained by the Borough to be applied in partial
payment for the Bonds and no interest will be allowed or paid upon the amount thereof,
but in the event the Successful Bidder shall fail to comply with the terms of its respective
bid, the proceeds thereof will be retained as and for full liquidated damages. Award of the
Bonds to the Successful Bidder or rejection of all bids is expected to be made within five
hours after opening of the bids, but such Successful Bidder may not withdraw its Proposal
for Bonds until after 5:00 p.m. of the day of such bid-opening and then only if such award
has not been made prior to the withdrawal.
Bond Insurance
If the Bonds qualify for issuance of any policy of municipal bond insurance, any
purchase of such policy shall be at the sole option and expense of the Successful Bidder.
If the Bonds are to be insured, the Successful Bidder shall pay the premium therefor prior
to the delivery of the Bonds. Any failure of the Bonds to be so insured or of any such policy
of insurance to be issued shall not in any way relieve the Successful Bidder of its
contractual obligations arising from the acceptance of its Proposal for Bonds for the

PREP SCHOOL GRADUATES…Twelve local students graduate from Saint
Peter’s Preparatory School on June 1. Pictured, left to right, are: front row,
Andrew McGlynn, Luke Power, Michael Ruzek and Gregory Morrissey. Back
row, Daniel LiVolsi, Dylan McMahon, Miles McCann, Eamon Hartnett and
David Finn. Not pictured: Andrew Colucci, Robert Coloney and Daniel Convery.

Area Residents Graduate
From Saint Peter’s Prep
AREA – Twelve Union County residents were among the 216 members of
the class of 2008 to graduate from Saint
Peter’s Preparatory School during its
130th annual commencement ceremony on June 1, in the Yanitelli Life
Center at Saint Peter’s College in Jersey City.
Robert Coloney is the son of Diane
and Robert Coloney of Scotch Plains.
This fall, he will attend Sacred Heart
University in Fairfield, Conn.
Daniel Convery is the son of Patricia
and Daniel Convery of Scotch Plains.
Andrew Colucci is the son of Karen
and Frank Colucci of Cranford. He will
attend Monmouth University in the fall.
David Finn is the son of Marybeth
and David (Prep. Class of 1982) Finn of
Westfield. He graduated cum laude and
received a Scholar-Athlete award at
graduation for his work in the classroom and on the rugby pitch. He will
attend the College of the Holy Cross.
Eamon Hartnett, who graduated
magna cum laude, is the son of Mimi
and Ed Harnett (Prep Class of 1978) of
Westfield. He was named an Edward J.
Bloustein Distinguished Scholar and a
National Merit Commended Scholar,
and will attend the University of ChiPUBLIC NOTICE

cago in the fall.
Daniel LiVolsi, son of Mary Beth
and Tim LiVolsi of Scotch Plains, graduated cum laude and will attend the
United States MilitaryAcademy at West
Point.
Miles McCann graduated cum laude,
and was awarded an academic gold
medal in Classics. His work in the
classroom and on the volleyball court
earned him a Scholar-Athlete award.
The son of Rosemary and John McCann
of Cranford, he will attend Boston
University.
Andrew McGlynn, the son of Eva
and Mark McGlynn of Cranford, will
attend Towson University in Maryland
this fall.
Dylan McMahon, son of Barbara
and Kevin McMahon of Scotch Plains,
will attend the Catholic University of
America in Washington, D.C.
Greg Morrissey, son of Ginny and
Kevin Morrissey, will attend Middlesex
County College.
Luke Power is the son of Alison and
Matt Power of Westfield. He will attend
Fordham University.
Michael Ruzek, son of Anna and
Michael Ruzek of Scotch Plains, will
attend Seton Hall University.
PUBLIC NOTICE

purchase of the Bonds.
CUSIP Numbers
It is anticipated that CUSIP identification numbers will be printed on the Bonds, but
neither the failure to print such number on any Bond nor any error with respect thereto
shall constitute cause for the failure or refusal of the Successful Bidder to accept delivery
of and pay for the Bonds. The CUSIP Service Bureau charges for the assignment of
CUSIP numbers on the Bonds shall be the responsibility of and shall be paid for by the
Successful Bidder.
Undertakings of the Successful Bidder
THE SUCCESSFUL BIDDER SHALL MAKE A BONA FIDE PUBLIC OFFERING OF
THE BONDS AT THEIR RESPECTIVE INITIAL REOFFERING PRICES AND SHALL
PROVIDE THE RELATED CERTIFICATION DESCRIBED BELOW. THE SUCCESSFUL BIDDER MUST SELL TO THE PUBLIC 10% OR MORE IN PAR AMOUNT OF THE
RESPECTIVE SERIES OF THE BONDS FROM EACH MATURITY THEREOF AT THE
INITIAL REOFFERING PRICES.
The successful bidder shall within thirty (30) minutes after being notified of the award
of the Bonds, advise the Borough in writing (via facsimile transmission) of the initial
reoffering prices to the public of each maturity of the Bonds (the “Initial Reoffering
Prices”). The successful bidder must, by facsimile transmission or delivery received by
the Borough within twenty-four (24) hours after notification of the award, furnish the
following information to the Borough to complete the Official Statement in final form, as
described below:
A. Selling compensation (aggregate total anticipated compensation to the underwriters expressed in dollars, based on the expectation that all the Bonds are sold at the prices
or yields at which the successful bidder advised the Borough that the Bonds were initially
offered to the public).
B. The identity of the underwriters if the successful bidder is part of a group or syndicate.
C. Any other material information that the Borough determines is necessary to
complete the Official Statement in final form.
After the award of the bonds, the Borough will prepare copies of the final Official
Statement and will include therein such additional information concerning the reoffering
of the bonds as the successful bidder may reasonably request. The successful bidder will
be responsible to the Borough in all aspects for the accuracy and completeness of
information provided by such successful bidder with respect to such reoffering.
SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH OR BEFORE DELIVERY OF THE BONDS, THE SUCCESSFUL BIDDER SHALL FURNISH TO THE BOROUGH A CERTIFICATE ACCEPTABLE TO BOND COUNSEL TO THE EFFECT THAT (I) THE SUCCESSFUL BIDDER
HAS MADE A BONA FIDE PUBLIC OFFERING OF THE BONDS AT THE INITIAL
REOFFERING PRICES AND (II) SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNTS OF THE BONDS WERE
SOLD TO THE PUBLIC (EXCLUDING BOND HOUSES, BROKERS AND OTHER
INTERMEDIARIES) AT THEIR RESPECTIVE INITIAL REOFFERING PRICES. Bond
counsel advises that (i) such certificate must be made on the best knowledge, information
and belief of the successful bidder, (ii) the sale to the public of 10% or more in par amount
of the bonds of each maturity at the initial reoffering prices would be sufficient to certify
as to the sale of a substantial amount of the bonds, and (iii) reliance on other facts as a
basis for such certification would require evaluation by bond counsel to assure compliance with the statutory requirement to avoid the establishment of an artificial price for the
Bonds.
Legal Opinions
The obligations hereunder to pay for and to accept delivery of the Bonds shall be
conditioned on the availability and the delivery at the time of delivery of the Bonds of the
approving opinion of the law firm of Gibbons P.C., Newark, New Jersey, bond counsel
to the Borough, which will be furnished without cost to the Successful Bidder, substantially in the form set forth in the Official Statement distributed in preliminary form in
connection with the sale of the Bonds. Such opinion shall state to the effect that the Bonds
are valid and legally binding obligations of the Borough, and that all the taxable property
therein will be subject to the levy of ad valorem taxes, without limitation as to rate or
amount, to pay the principal of the Bonds and the interest thereon; and will also state that
under existing law, interest on the Bonds is excluded from gross income for purposes of
Federal income taxation. The obligations hereunder to pay for and to accept delivery of
the Bonds shall be further conditioned on the availability and delivery to the Successful
Bidder, at the time of delivery of the Bonds, of (i) certificates from the Borough Chief
Financial Officer in form satisfactory to Bond Counsel evidencing the proper execution
and delivery of the Bonds, the receipt of payment therefor and the fact the Bonds will not
be arbitrage obligations within the meaning of the Code; (ii) a certificate from the Borough
Attorney, in form and tenor satisfactory to Bond Counsel and dated as of the date of such
delivery, to the effect that there is no litigation pending or (to the knowledge of the signer
or signers thereof) threatened affecting the validity of the Bonds; and (iii) a certificate from
the Borough Chief Financial Officer, in form and tenor satisfactory to Bond Counsel and
dated as of the date of such delivery, to the effect that to the best of his knowledge of such
and belief, and after reasonable investigation: (1) neither the Official Statement relating
to the Bonds nor any amendment, or supplement thereto contains any untrue statement
of a material fact or omits to state any material fact necessary to make the statements
therein, in the light of the circumstances in which they were made, not misleading; (2)
since the date of the Official Statement (or the date of the most recent amendment or
supplement thereto) no event has occurred which would make the statements therein
untrue or, in the light of the circumstances in which they were made, misleading, and (3)
there has not been any material adverse change in the operation or financial affairs of the
Borough since the date of such Official Statement.
Bank Qualified
The Bonds will be designated as “qualified tax-exempt obligations” for purposes of
Section 265(b)(3) of the Code.
Concerning The Preliminary Official Statement
The Borough has issued an Official Statement with respect to the sale of the Bonds in
preliminary form (the “Preliminary Official Statement”) which the Borough has deemed
final as of its date for purposes of paragraph (b)(1) of Rule 15c2-12 under the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 (“Rule 15c2-12”), except for certain omissions permitted thereunder and except for changes permitted by other applicable law.
The Preliminary Official Statement may be accessed via the Internet at www.idealprospectus.com. A printed version is also available upon request made to the Chief
Financial Officer of the Borough at the Municipal Building, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023 (telephone (908) 322-8236).
Official Statement
The Borough agrees to provide the successful bidder with up to two hundred (200)
copies of the final Official Statement adopted by the Borough in relation to the sale by the
Borough of the Bonds within the period of time allowed under Rule 15c2-12, at the sole
cost and expense of the Borough, with any additional copies which the successful bidder
shall reasonably request to be provided at the sole cost and expense of the successful
bidder.
Continuing Disclosure
In order to assist the successful bidder in complying with Rule 15c2-12, the Borough
agrees to deliver on the Closing Date a Continuing Disclosure Certificate to be dated as
of the Closing Date pursuant to which the Borough shall agree to provide at the times and
to the information repositories and other persons described in Rule 15c2-12 the financial
or operating data required to be disclosed on a continuing basis pursuant to Rule 15c212.
Fredrick J. Tomkins
Chief Financial Officer
1 T - 7/10/08, The Times
Fee: $547.74
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Sketch Group Exhibits
At CSH in Mountainside
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – An exhibit
highlighting the work of the Westfield
Art Association (WAA) Figure Drawing Group, also known as “The Sketch
Group,” is a study in each artist’s
personal perspective.
The show is currently at the
Children’s Specialized Hospital (CSH)
in Mountainside and features figure
drawings in a variety of media and
styles created by Sketch Group members Eileen Willoughby, Mary Paynter,
Barbara Uhr, Marion Derrett, JJG
Cabanos, Michael Gagliardi, Janice
Metzger and Terry Michalisin.
The Sketch Group meets every Thursday morning in the community room of
the Westfield Municipal Building to
work from a clothed professional model
in a relaxed setting.
Many of the figure drawings shown
at CSH were created during the group’s
Thursday morning sessions.
The ability of the viewer to see multiple artistic renditions of the same figure gives the exhibit dimension and
depth.
For example, Ms. Paynter depicts
“Tony,” a striking African-American
man, as serious and pensive; yet, Ms.
Uhr portrays him as confident and self–
assured.
Ms. Michalisin presents “Tony” in
semi-profile, which gives him an aura
of mystery.
Ms. Michalisin, an art teacher at St.
BartholomewAcademy, said the Sketch
Group “brings back the days of art
school, where trying different mediums of drawing was exciting and new.”
“Our group has that same feel as we
get inspiration from each other,” she
added.
Ms. Uhr agreed, saying, “I …believe
it is important to draw the figure and to
work from a live model. The model
speaks to [me], and [I] want to try and
capture that something special.”
For Ms. Cabanos, a former ballet
dancer, fine art is just a small part of the
larger artistic picture.
Short, heartfelt poems were integrated into her “Study for a Mother/
Daughter Portrait” and “Accendo.”

“I am a painter and poet whose works
come from a synergy of painting and
poetry,” she explained.
“Sometimes, while I paint, a poem
comes to mind, and other times, a painting grows out of a poem I’ve written.”
Ms. Willoughby’s pen-and-ink offerings to the exhibit lent a dramatic
flair, making her “Pat” contrast visually with the “Pat” created in pastels by
Ms. Derrett.
“I love the way pastels can be built up
in layers, allowing the lower layers to
shine through the upper ones, especially with skin tones, as it gives a living
glow to the portrait,” said Ms. Derrett,
who discovered the pastel art form about
two years ago.
The muted colors of Ms. Metzger’s
“Chris Ann” produce a portrait that is
soft in color but bold in statement.
“The figure has always been the primary subject matter in my painting and
printmaking,” said the award-winning
Ms. Metzger, who has taught art at all
four Union County Regional High
Schools, in addition to Douglas College, Caldwell College and Kean University.
Mr. Gagliardi contributed three drawings in three different mediums to the
CSH exhibit.
His “Norman Rockwell Updated” is
an acrylic rendition of the Rockwell
classic, with a twist.
“I replaced Rockwell’s male doctor
with a picture of my daughter-in-law,
Dr. Carrie Burns. This picture was given
to her as a graduation gift from medical
school,” said Mr. Gagliardi, who will
reproduce and personalize the painting
for others.
His “Praying for a Family Member”
in pastels and “The Substitute” in pencil were both sketched from a model
that posed for the group.
“The Sketch Group is open to all
artists. The object of the group is to
provide a venue for local artists to draw
the figure and meet other artists. The
atmosphere is very relaxed,” said Ms.
Willoughby, a spokesperson for the
group.
For further information, call Ms. Uhr
at (908) 317-2983 or Ms. Willoughby
at (908) 232-5046.

Book Nook
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

‘CHANGE WE CAN BELIEVE IN’…William Kane and his wife Coleen (center)
hold a poster showing a replica of the cover of his newly published book, “The
Truth about Thriving in Change,” and are surrounded by family and friends
during a cocktail reception at their home in Westfield, last month, to celebrate the
book’s launch. His business motivation book includes 49 change-management
principles and techniques. Mr. Kane is a global human resource executive,
business change expert and leadership consultant with three master’s degrees and
is currently studying for his doctorate in human and organization development.
His book is currently available at Barnes & Noble and other bookstores.

Award-Winning Designer
To Teach at Cranford’s UCC
CRANFORD – Award-winning illustrator, graphic designer and animator Robert Burger will teach two
design courses at Union County College (UCC) this summer. He has
taught at Penn State University, The
College of New Jersey, Mercer
County Community College and
Delaware Township School.
Mr. Burger will teach courses in
Adobe Illustrator and Adobe
InDesign, both of which will be offered in the evenings at UCC’s
Cranford Campus located at 1033
Springfield Avenue.
“Robert is one of our best instructors,” said Denise Petrosky, coordinator of the Continuing Education
Program at UCC. “His background in
graphic design and illustration, combined with his strong teaching skills,
will benefit our students pursuing
careers in graphic design and employees who want to enhance their
skills.”
Mr. Burger has more than 20 years
experience as a graphic designer and
illustrator. A graduate of Pratt Insti-

tute, Burger has guest lectured at
Moore College of Art, East Tennessee State University, Macintosh Users Group and his alma mater,
Bridgewater-Raritan High School
East.
The recipient of a New Jersey State
Council on the Arts design arts fellowship for illustration, Mr. Burger’s
art is featured in the books “The Illustrator 6 Bible,” “The Illustrator 7
Bible,” “The Illustrator 8 Bible,” “Illustrator 7 Studio Secrets” and “The
Art of the Dot.” His work is currently
on exhibit at Artizen Arts in
Lambertville.
His work was also shown at the
Limner Gallery in Manhattan, Mixed
Media Gallery in Doylestown, Pa.,
Mercer County Community College,
Artworks Gallery in Trenton, Pacific Design Center in Los Angeles,
Ariel Gallery in Manhattan, Noyes
Museum in Oceanville, Trenton City
Museum, Slocumb Galleries at East
Tennessee State University and
Johnson & Johnson’s corporate headquarters gallery in New Brunswick.

www.goleader.com

Westfield Community Band
Ends 96th Summer Season

Premiere Comedy Madison
Searches for Perfect Union
UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University officially opens its 2008
season with Guillermo Reyes’ new
play, Madison. In this comedy, James
Madison battles a divided delegation
and a determined widow in his search
for a more perfect union.
The play is the winner of the Premiere Stages Play Festival and was
selected from over 300 submissions.
The professional production is helmed
by acclaimed director, Peter Bennett,
and features a professional Actors’
Equity Association cast.
Madison runs from Thursday, July
17 through Sunday, August 3 in Kean
University’s Zella Fry Theatre. Sunday performances begin at 3 p.m. and
all others at 8 p.m.
In collaboration with Premiere
Stages, Liberty Hall Museum at Kean
University will host tours and teas
preceding matinee performances and
offer discounted museum tours for
patrons with a Premiere Stages ticket
stub.

Art Programs for Kids
Available at Watchung
WATCHUNG –The Watchung Arts
Center’s 2008 Summer Art Camp is
still accepting registrations for its three
sessions in July. This is an opportunity
for children ages 6–12 to experience a
multimedia program.
Workshops in ceramics, drawing,
painting, sculpture mask making,
printmaking, scenery, art history and
more are scheduled throughout the day.
Classes are run by professional teacher/
artist Monica Schraiber Otero and staff.
The camp runs for three weeks: Session I is July 7–11; Session II is July
14–18, and Session III is July 21–25.
Children can sign up for more than one.
All sessions begin at 10 a.m. and end at
3 p.m. and a bag lunch is required.
Siblings receive a one-time $15 discount.
Tuition for classes is $300 per session (members receive a $10 discount).
For more information, or to register,
call (908) 753-0190, e-mail
wacenter@optonline.net or download
a registration form at watchungarts.org.

Museum patrons will receive $5 off
each ticket to Madison with proof of
entry. Tickets range from $15 to $25.
Please call (908) 737-4092 for tickets and information regarding the preshow reception. To order tickets, get
on a mailing list and/or request a season brochure, call the Wilkins Theatre
Box Office at (908) 737-7469, or visit
kean.edu/premierestages.
For groups, call Paul Whelihan at
(908) 737-4077.
All Premiere Stages facilities are
wheelchair-accessible spaces. Call for
a list of sign-interpreted, audio-described or open-captioned performances. Assistive listening devices and
large-print programs are available at all
times. Publications are available with
advanced notice in alternate formats.

WESTFIELD – Thursday, July 17,
marks the final concert in the 96th
Summer Concert Season of the
Westfield Community Band at 7:30
p.m. in Mindowaskin Park.
The evening’s festivities will begin
with a short concert prelude at 7 p.m.
when “Heavy Metal,” members of
the Tuba and Euphonium sections of
the Westfield Community Band, feature selections including “Teddy
Bear’s Picnic,” “Sea Tubas” and
“Loch Lomond,” showcasing the tonal
range and harmonies of a low brass
ensemble.
The Westfield Community Band will
feature selections such as “The March
from ‘1941’” by John Williams, composer of numerous award-winning
scores of popular movies. The evening’s
selection is from the 1979 movie comedy, “1941,” an irreverent take on the
hysteria that besieged California in the
wake of Pearl Harbor.
As part of the band’s ongoing tribute
to the 100th anniversary of LeroyAnderson, the band will celebrate with “Song

of the Bells,” which features a percussion section of bells and chimes in a
whirling waltz.
Other selections for the evening include “Tony Bennett Unplugged,” “Incantation and Dance,” “Selections from
Grease” and “The Stars and Stripes
Forever,” amongst others.
Next week, the Westfield Recreation
Department’s concert series will continue with the Westfield Community
Swing Band, “Nostalgia” on July 24.
Mindowaskin Park is located next to
the Westfield Municipal Building at
425 East Broad St. in Westfield. The
event is free to the public; audience
members are encouraged to bring blankets or chairs. In the event of inclement
weather, the concert will be held in the
Westfield Community Room at the
Westfield Municipal Building.
The Westfield Community Band is
sponsored by the Westfield Recreation
Department, Bruce Kaufmann, Director. For more information, contact (908)
789-4080 or go to the band’s Web site
at westfieldcommunityband.com.

Freeholders Announce
Tourism Inventory
UNION – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders has announced
a plan to compile an inventory of Union
County’s arts, history, cultural and entertainment assets.
The Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs is in the process of collecting
this information from Historical and
Arts Associations, local business and
civic associations, municipal clerks and
mayor’s offices as part of the implementation of the Union County Master
Plan for Cultural Tourism.
“The purpose of the plan is twofold,” said Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada. “First, we want to make Union
County residents aware of all the cultural assets that are available to them.
Secondly, we want to establish Union
County as a destination for tourism.”
The inventory of people, places, history, organizations and events will be
developed into a series of publications.
The information also will be available
on ucnj.org.
To submit an entry to the inventory,
contact the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs at 633
Pearl Street, Elizabeth, N.J. 07202;
telephone (908) 558-2550. NJ Relay
service users should call 711. Or send
an e-mail to culturalinfo@ucnj.org.
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With Marylou Morano

Long, Lazy Days of Reading
Greet Young Summer Vacationers

See it all on the web in color . . .

SKETCHY...The Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside is hosting the
work of the Westfield Art Association (WAA) Figure Drawing Group, also known
as “The Sketch Group,” which meets every Thursday morning in the community
room of the Westfield Municipal Building.

Thursday, July 10, 2008

SUMMER FINALE…The Westfield Community Band performs “Vista Caribbean” in Mindowaskin park. The band will conclude its 96th Summer Concert
Season on July 17 at 7:30 p.m. in the park in Westfield.

Kickoff Events Scheduled
For Autism Walk Benefit
AREA – Autism Speaks, the
nation’s largest autism advocacy organization, will hold three kickoff
events for the Autism Speaks’ North/
Central New Jersey Walk Now for
Autism. The walk will take place on
October 26.
One event will be held this Saturday, July 19, from 10 a.m. to noon at
The Marriott, located at 700 Commons Way in Bridgewater.
A second event will take place on
Saturday, July 26, from 10 a.m. to
noon at The Westwood, located at
438 North Avenue in Garwood.
There also will be a Youth Kick-off
event on Thursday, July 31, from 5-7
p.m. at Tony’s Café, located at 21
North Union Avenue in Cranford.
Individuals can respond for an event
at the Register tab online at

walknowforautism.org/
northcentralnewjersey.
Besides providing more information about the walk, the kickoff events
will be part of Autism Speaks’ efforts
to educate the community about autism and the importance of supporting a national organization with a
track record of funding local autism
work.
The Walk Now for Autism events
are the signature fundraising events
for Autism Speaks, raising more than
$26 million last year alone to support
autism research.
For more information about the
Autism Speaks’ North/Central New
Jersey Walk Now for Autism Kickoff events and walk, visit
walknowforautism.org/
northcentralnewjersey.

School is out. That means endless
days of playing, swimming and, of
course, reading!
Teachers know that the more students read during summer vacation –
even if it is only one book (horrors!) –
the easier the transition back into the
classroom becomes once September
rolls around.
Fortunately, there is no dearth of
fascinating reading material to hold the
interest of young
readers of all ages.
Dawn Publications continues in
its highly praised
tradition of bringing children to a
greater understanding and appreciation of all life and
the universe with
several new offerings.
Kids can learn to
save a tropical treasure in “The Forever Forest,” written by Kristin Joy
Pratt-Serafini (with
Rachel Crandell).
This picture book, beautifully illustrated by Ms. Pratt-Serafini, discusses
the Children’s Eternal Rainforest in
Costa Rica, which will be endlessly
preserved, thanks to the efforts of children from all over the world.
Another recent release from Dawn is
“Going Around the Sun: Some Planetary Fun” by Marianne Berkes.
Ms. Berkes uses
singsong and rhyme
to teach about
Mother Sun and the
family of planets
that make up our
universe.
Also from Dawn
is “How We Know
What We Know
About Our Changing Climate: Scientists and Kids Explore Global Warming” by Lynne
Cherry and Gary
Braasch.
This book presents what could be a
complicated topic in a kid-friendly
manner, and includes an extensive list
of age–appropriate resources for the
teacher, parent or child who wishes to
expand his or her knowledge of this
important subject.

Readers will find all of the books
published by Dawn Publications present
high-interest nonfiction in an entertaining and informative manner.
A new picture book for a younger
audience is Raven Tree’s “Meadow
Dance,” written and illustrated by Dennis Rockwell.
This colorful picture book celebrates
a young girl’s sunny summer day in a
meadow. Be sure to pay attention to
what’s going on in a special drawing at
the bottom of each page.
Also recently released for a younger
audience is Walker
and Co.’s “Hop!
Plop!” co–written
by Corey Rosen
Schwartz of Warren and Tali Klein,
and illustrated by
Olivier Dunrea.
The main characters, a mouse and
an elephant, of this
enjoyable book
teach the value of
cooperation and
friendship. Beginning readers will
easily recognize
many of the words
in “Hop! Plop!,” and the book’s rhyming details will make it a favorite for
years to come.
The essence of John Adams, George
Washington and Abraham Lincoln
comes alive in a newly introduced series of books by Calkins Creek Publishers.
Titled “The Writer,” the series allows
readers in middle–
school, and older,
to learn about the
life of the presidents
through their own
words, as written in
letters, diaries and
public documents.
“The Writer” series is a sure bet for
any young person
who loves to read
about history.
Be sure to make
reading a part of the
fun this summer by
exploring these new offerings. But don’t
stop there. Visit the library often this
summer and join the reading clubs it
offers. And it’s never too early to start
building your own personal library by
purchasing a book of your very own to
keep.
Happy reading!!

POPCORN™

WALL-E:
Out of the Mouths of Robots
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Exiting from a showing of WALL-E,
a colorful swath of satirical, post-apocalyptic animation directed by Andrew
Stanton (Finding Nemo), I wondered if
the two little fat kids in front of me got
the message. After all, part of the film’s
cautionary tale about an Earth no longer
habitable due to humankind’s excesses
takes issue with their problem.
This isn’t your usual kiddy flick.
From how we treat our bodies to what
damage we’re wreaking on the home
planet, the G-rated sci-fi parable points
fingers. It is a bold stroke, as commendable for its unabashed, entry-level muckraking as for its artistic look at a future
that needs saving.
In the year 2700, on a bleak landscape bereft of life as we know it, little
WALL-E, a trash-compacting robot,
attempts to make order of things. Tackling the robot-task equivalent of cleaning the Augean stables, he has neatly
piled high veritably millions of crushed,
junkyard cubes of debris…towers of
testament to man’s misbegotten past.
He toils dawn ’til dusk. A fortress of
solitude the eternal optimist returns to
each night is jam-packed with his favorite things…junk/memorabilia that
sweetly informs of his hopeful, romantic nature.
Lonely, the Waste Allocation Load
Lifter Earth Class (WALL-E) has only
a cockroach to keep him company. To
help wile away the hours, he plays and
replays a videocassette of Hello, Dolly!
(1969). But in dramatic contrast to that
musical’s hearkening to a more joyful
era, WALL-E does most of its emoting
via pantomime.
The eyes have it…WALL-E’s specifically. Doubtless, students of animation could tell you about the anatomical
knowledge that goes into convincing us
that the title character’s orbs are indeed
a window to the movie’s soul. He is a
Little Tramp, an Everyman, and the
world’s sins, and perhaps its only hope
for the future, have come to reside in
him.
But it’s also about EVE. When a
spaceship leaves off a much more sophisticated robot, it looks like WALLE’s reign as a symbol of everything that
was ever good about humanity may be
coming to a close. A clean, and at first
blush mean machine, our initial impression of the visitor is frightening.
Made from some sort of white polymer, flitting about like a firefly, probing
and analyzing, the sleek, capsuleshaped bot makes our boy look like a
Model T. Seemingly whenever the
whim strikes, the omnipotent EVE obliterates whatever offends with her laser.
WALL-E shudders. Yet, go figure. He’s
falling in love.

But it’s first things first for the career
gal. So let’s back up a bit. Knowing the
world was crumbling, off the humans
sailed aboard the Axiom, ostensibly a
Noah’s Ark run by robots. The overall
escape plan included a possible return
if Earth could again support life. EVE
stands for Extraterrestrial Vegetation
Evaluator. And now, she’s had a sensing.
It’s a little plant WALL-E found in
his rummaging, potted in an old shoe
and placed among his treasures. Once
EVE discovers and immediately envelops it, the spaceship is summoned to
return her to the Axiom. WALL-E
doesn’t know what gives, but he isn’t
about to let love sift through his grabbers. He latches onto the ship and hitches
a ride.
Combine several sci-fi films about
we homosapiens going soft and becoming subservient to the very technology we created, and it explains the
scene WALL-E discovers aboard the
Axiom. It’s been 700 years since the
exodus and apparently the latest crop of
refugees has been skipping its Weight
Watchers meetings.
Truth is, they haven’t been doing
much of anything. Surviving on liquid
nutrients, they can’t even enjoy the real
pizza the beached whale of a captain
(Jeff Garlin) fantasizes about eating.
Getting around on the space-age equivalent of golf carts, the rubbubchubbs no
longer walk. They rarely communicate. Oh, woe is mankind.
Following a long-established cliché,
the once-servile robots have spotted the
abrogation of power and seized it. One
needn’t be a Machiavellian scholar to
figure that for these mechanical powers
that be, EVE’s recent find doesn’t spell
good news. The renaissance that will
accompany a return to Earth surely
would mean their demotion.
Hence, orchestrated by Otto Pilot,
the head-meanie-villain, there is first a
cover-up and then a full-scale civil war.
It’s the fascistic robots vs. WALL-E,
EVE and the effete humans, with no
less than the destiny of the world at
stake.
Though it plays on two levels,
whether Junior will be able to grok this
primer in politics, science, sociology
and geo-economics and still enjoy a
guiltless laugh is another story. Unlike
the easily loveable Cars (2006), WALLE comes with a weighty moral directive, charging us to think like the humans it contends we’re capable of becoming.
***
WALL-E, rated G, is a Walt Disney
Motion Picture Studios release directed
by Andrew Stanton and stars the voices
of Ben Burtt, Elissa Knight and Jeff
Garlin. Running time: 103 minutes.
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Saturday’s Elvis Tribute
Leaves Rahway ‘All Shook Up’
By ERIC NIERSTEDT

NJ Symphony Orchestra Draws
Large Crowd for Park Performance
By KATIE ROGERS
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and the Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – On a picturesque summer night at Echo Lake
Park, classics from Key and Sousa

Concertgoer Rosemary Topar of
Westfield said she expected nothing
less than a great performance from
the orchestra.
“They always do a wonderful job,”

Katie Rogers for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE SOUND OF MUSIC…The New Jersey Symphony Orchestra played a
selection of semi-classical and popular pieces on a perfect summer night, July 2.

lilted through the air. Fans, new and
old, of all ages, turned out July 2 to
hear what promised to be a stunning
performance from the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra.
The ensemble kicked off its first
half with a tribute to America, just
days before the Fourth of July, playing staples such as “The Star Spangled
Banner” and “America the Beautiful.” Led by conductor Jeffery Grogan,
the orchestra had fans hanging onto
each note, clapping and even dancing
in their seats.
New Providence resident Don Giles
said he greatly enjoyed the selection
from the first act.
“I’m a Navy man,” Mr. Giles said.
“I’ve been coming here for about a
dozen years.”
Mr. Grogan wrapped up the first
act of the show with “The Thunderer
March” by Sousa.
“The last couple of nights, the
weather has been so good to us, so
this is [for] him,” he joked to the
packed lawn.
The second half of the show was
dedicated solely to Broadway pieces
from Gershwin, Rodgers and more.

Ms. Topar said. “It’s great to be able
to see a world-class ensemble for
free.”
Joao Nolau, a Roselle Park resident, said he sees the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra as many as 12
times each year.
“I really enjoy them,” Mr. Nolau
said. “It’s a great night just to come
here and listen to this music in the
background.”
Cranford resident Muriel Burns
said she enjoyed the Broadway songs
but liked the orchestra’s encore closing piece best.
“My favorite has to be ‘The Star
Spangled Banner,’ ” Ms. Burns said.
The New Jersey Symphony Orchestra performance was held as a
part of the Union County Summer
Arts Festival 2008. Upcoming performances include Latin rockers De
Sol and The Rick Cantor Band, a
classic rock group. All concerts are
free, and will be held Wednesdays in
Echo Lake Park at 7:30 p.m.

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – The Union County
Arts Center was transformed into
equal parts Memphis and Las Vegas
on Saturday night, as the venue hosted
the finals of the New Jersey Ultimate
Elvis Tribute Artist Contest. This
marks the first time the contest, one
of the few impersonator shows officially licensed by the Elvis estate, has
taken place in the Garden State.
A Las Vegas native won the contest –
part of a three-day festival that marked
the 50th anniversary of the recording of
Elvis’ debut single – and took home
$3,500 and a chance to compete in the
semi-finals of the Ultimate Elvis contest in Memphis. Ironically, Elvis’s debut single, “That’s All Right (Mama),”
was not performed in Rahway.
CBS-FM radio host Bob Shannon
entertained the crowd with musical facts
and banter in between performers. He
told stories about Elvis’ songs, including how “Hound Dog,” a blues original

the King six times, called Mr. Church
“simply unbelievable.”
Both Mr. Church and Mr. Barone,
who placed second and third, respectively, put on excellent performances,
with Mr. Barone’s receiving the loudest
applause of the evening.
The other performers each gave similar levels of energy as the night went on.
They shook, rattled, rolled, crooned
and gyrated, and when they weren’t
doing any of the above, they gave
away a boatload of scarves to women in
the audience. Between a few performances, young students of the New
Jersey Dance Academy came out and
danced to three Elvis songs.
Many performers chose to portray
the “Jumpsuit Elvis,” with only a few
performers selecting attire from different periods of the King’s career.
The only true negative came from the
somewhat-redundant choice of songs.
The performers were told to perform
only their best songs for the judges,
which resulted in certain songs being

De Sol to Perform Free
Concert at Echo Lake Park
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Summer Arts Festival concert series continues on Wednesday,
July 16, featuring De Sol and their
blend of Latin rhythms and American
rock/pop music. The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders invites
the public to attend this free concert,
which begins at 7:30 p.m. in Echo
Lake Park.
Attendees should bring blankets or
lawn chairs to better enjoy the performance.
The Union County information van ,
along with representatives from the
Runnells Specialized Hospital of Union
County and the Union County Bureau
of Planning and Environmental Conservation will offer information about
programs available to Union County
residents.
The other free concerts in the Union
County Summer Arts Festival series
include:

July 23 – The Rick Cantor Band
(classic rock);
July 30 – Jobonanno and the Godsons of Soul (rock);
August 6 – The British Invasion
(Beatles tribute band). Runnells Specialized Hospital “Party in the Park.”
Purchase tickets in advance;
August 13 – The Nerds (Jersey Shore
party band), sponsored by the Union
County Democratic Committee;
August 20 – The Ed Palermo Big
Band with Rob Paparozzi (blues and
jazz),
August 27 –Verdict (reggae and soca),
sponsored by the Union County Education Association.
All Summer Arts Festival concerts
are held on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. at
the Springfield Avenue end of Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside. Famous
Dave’s Bar-B-Que will have a food
concession, along with an ice cream
and snack vendor, which will be available at approximately 6:30 p.m.
In case of rain, concerts will be held
at the air-conditioned auditorium at
Cranford High School, on West End
Place, at 7:30 p.m. For more information, call (908) 527-4900 or visit
ucnj.org/parks/summerarts.html.

Courtesy of Ren Media Publishing, Inc. and Christina L. Wilson

WESTFIELD IS KING...Westfield’s Jim Barone earned third place honors at the
recent Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist Contest. Mr. Barone walked away with $1,000.

covered by Elvis, had its lyrics censored for radio. He also mentioned how
“It’s Now or Never” was based on an
Italian love song.
But the main attraction was the contest. Many in attendance held signs
proclaiming the greatness of their Elvis
of choice and proceeded to discuss the
contestants’ merits with each other.
“He’s as good as the real Elvis,”
proclaimed Jerry Sorce of performer
Jimmy Barone, a Westfield resident.
“I’ve been an Elvis fan for years, and
I’ve never heard anyone sound that
close to him. I was gonna have him sing
at my daughter’s wedding.”
Bayville resident Tom Carreno
agreed with Mr. Sorce, calling Mr.
Barone “the best in the world.”
Others gave praise to Doug Church,
saying that “if you close your eyes, you
think that it’s Elvis singing.” One
woman, a longtime Elvis fan who saw

played more than once.
“Suspicious Minds” was done five
times, making it less exciting with each
passing performance. Four artists attempted “An American Trilogy,” diluting the tune’s message by the third
performance.
Following intermission, Mr. Shannon interviewed Ray Walker, a mem-

ber of the legendary Jordanaires, who
put backing harmonies on many Elvis
tracks.
Mr. Walker discussed how Elvis had
been a true joker in the studio, doing
whatever he could to interfere with his
vocal recording. Mr. Walker then performed with Shawn Klush, the current
“Ultimate Elvis.”
Afterwards, Mr. Shannon announced
the top five performers of the evening,
with Donny Edwards, one of the few
dressed as “early Elvis,” being announced as the winner.
Mr. Edwards celebrated by dedicating “It’s Now or Never” to his wife
before performing with the tribute
artists.
The event was produced by Ren
Media Publishing, Inc. For more information about the Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist Contest, visit elvisnj.com or
call (732) 382-6815.

Hudson Co. to Present
King John in Kenilworth
KENILWORTH – Performing the
comical play King John, the Hudson
Shakespeare Company will return to
Stratford Library with the second offering of its 2008 Shakespeare in the Parks
festival on Thursday, July 17, at 7:30
p.m.
The performance will take place on
David Brearley High School’s football
field, at 401 Monroe Avenue, in
Kenilworth. If there is inclement
weather, the show will be held in the
Kenilworth Library, located at 548
Kenilworth Boulevard.
Shakespeare’s play, set in the early
12th Century, tells the story of King
John (James Pravasilis), brother of the
late Richard the Lionheart, as he mounts
a force against his nephew, the 12-yearold Prince Arthur (Kindel Ingham), the
rightful heir to the English throne.
Each season, Hudson Shakespeare
Company produces one or two lesserknown Shakespeare works that are often overlooked.
All shows are free to the public. It is
recommended that attendees bring lawn
chairs or blankets to better enjoy the
performance.
For more information, visit
hudsonshakespeare.homestead.com or
call (973) 449-7443.

Union Catholic Teacher
Wright Wins Book Award
AREA – The Catholic Press Association (CPA) of the United States and
Canada awarded Union Catholic High
School teacher and author Allan Wright
first place in the “Family Life” category for his book “Jesus in the House:
Gospel Reflections on Christ’s Presence in the Home.”
The CPA presents the Catholic Book
Awards each May at its annual convention.
The book offers insights and practical applications on how to bring faith
into homes and families. Mr. Wright
has been teaching at Union Catholic for
more than 20 years and is a frequent
contributor to the Catholic News Ser-

vice, Church Magazine and a number
of other periodicals. He volunteers with
the Contemplative branch of the Missionaries of Charity in Plainfield by
teaching scripture once a week and is
an adjunct professor at Assumption
College for Sisters in Mendham.
He is a member of the Newark
Archdiocesan Commission for Interreligious Affairs and a speaker throughout the diocese, presenting parish retreats, Catechetical Conventions, evenings of reflections and Confirmation
retreats.
His book is published by St. Anthony
Messenger Press. For more information, view allanwright.org.

Alphorn Society Celebrates
Dr. Ruth’s 80th Birthday
WESTFIELD – On June 4,
alphornists Ted Schlosberg and Martina
Struck performed a concert at the Museum of Jewish Heritage in Manhattan
to celebrate the 80th birthday of Ruth
Westheimer, also known as “Dr. Ruth.”
As the audience entered the concert hall, the alphornists, accompanied by Dr. Ruth’s grandchildren,
performed “Edelweiss,” and a special
performance of “Es Burebüebli,” a
Swiss favorite of Dr. Ruth.
The International Alphorn Society
Alphorn Ensemble is a division of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts

the

farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

(NJWA) Music Studio. The ensemble
was initiated in 1999 by Dr.
Schlosberg, founder and executive
director of NJWA, and is represented
by Leonard Talent Associates of
Tinton Falls.
The alphorn ensemble, whose members include Ms. Struck, William Carter,
Walter Metzger, Dana Sylvander and
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DR. RUTH TURNS 80…Ruth
Westheimer, a.k.a “Dr Ruth,” center,
was serenaded on June 4, by Swiss
alphorns, played by Ted Schlosberg, left,
and Martina Struck, right, members of
the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
International Alphorn Ensemble, on the
occasion of her 80th birthday.

Dr. Schlosberg, will present free public
concerts on Wednesday evenings from
7:30 to 9 p.m. beginning July 2 through
August 6. All performances will be on
the steps of the First Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located on East
Broad Street and Mountain Avenue.
Each concert will include a solo,
duet, trio and quartet, featuring the
music of Switzerland, international folk
songs, jazz, classical and marches. In
the event of rain, the concert will be
cancelled.
During the 15-minute intermission,
a brief workshop in alphorn playing
will be available for audience participation. Lawn chairs and blankets are
suggested.
For more information, call (908)
789-9696
or
log
on
to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

