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SIXTY CENTS

Foerst Touts Land Use Taskforce
Recommendations as a ‘Home Run’
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHAT A DRAG...Washington School fathers get into the “act” in a scene from the school’s annual revue during last Wednesday
night’s dress rehearsal. The event marks the 60th anniversary of the school’s major fundraiser. See story on page 20.

BOE Proposes 6.14-Percent
Hike in Special-Ed. Budget
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education continued its
weekly budget meetings Tuesday, focusing on special education.
The proposed special-education-program budget for 2008-2009 totals
$18,786,390, an increase of 6.14 percent over last year.
“It’s not good news,” Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan said. “Tuition rates are going up higher than
previous years.”

Ted Kozlik, assistant superintendent
of pupil personnel services, led the
budget talks. He said there is no cap on
private-school tuition, which he expects to increase 50 percent. “The point
is to get students in public schools,” he
said.
Districts can apply for extraordinary
aid, and Mr. Kozlik expects to get 35 to
40 percent.
Pupils age 3 through 21 with disabilities are permitted to enroll in special-education courses. Mr. Kozlik said
speech, occupational and physical

DWC Re-elects Martone,
Verdic, Discusses Wine Fest
By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — David Martone
and Dominick Verdic were reelected
Monday night as chairman and vice
chairman, respectively, for the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC)
Board of Directors. In addition, Town
Councilman Frank Arena replaced
Sal Caruana as council liaison to the
DWC, while Andy Wasserman took
his seat as Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s
designee on the DWC board.
Mr. Martone owns Classic Thyme
cooking school and store while Mr.
Verdic is a downtown landlord. Lisa
Bertone-Marvin, co-owner of Rockn’
Joe coffeehouse, will continue to work
as board secretary with long-time resident Lee Hale continuing in his role
as treasurer. Also serving on the board
are Diane Barabas, a resident, and
Alan DeRose, a property owner.
Mr. Martone said the three main
projects the DWC will focus on in
2008 are the South Avenue streetscape
(recently approved by the town council), economic development aimed at
driving downtown investment and
utilization, and promotions and marketing to bring people downtown.
Sherry Cronin, DWC executive director, said the reorganization hopes
to work with the town council to
update and modify the town’s sign
ordinance and also to improve regulation of sidewalks and curbing in the
downtown area.
It was also revealed that the DWC
would like to hold a one-day food and
wine festival during the first weekend
of October. Officials said the town
council would need to pass a special
ordinance to permit the sale and serving of alcoholic beverages in public.
The DWC is also going through the
process of being designated as a community service organization by Union
County. This would allow the DWC

to receive community service hours
from juvenile offenders. The process
of designation began with Sandra
Chambers, a Westfield police detective, and continued with Oliver Jackson, from the county’s Department of
Human Services. The effort to designate the DWC sprang from a recent
graffiti incident.
There was also some limited discussion of purchasing surveillance
cameras to monitor some downtown
problem areas. The change, if implemented, would reduce the DWC’s
cost of policing and improve its
security’s effectiveness, officials said.
Former DWC board member Joe
Spector, owner of The Leader Store,
raised the topic of parking to the
board. He stated, “No matter what we
do with promotions, every visitor’s
first and last experience is parking.”
He also cited that Westfield was second in the state, behind only New
Brunswick, in the number of parking
violations written in 2007.
Responding to Mr. Spector’s statements, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said parking fines, levied by
the Westfield Municipal Court, were
about $1.5 million, but the town kept
only about $680,000.
Mr. Martone provided numbers,
which he stated were correct, putting
the revenue at $1,442,026 with the
town retaining $688,124. The remainder of these monies goes to the state
and county, with the lion’s share going to the state.
Mr. Gildea said the number of parking tickets in 2007 had risen by five
per cent. Mr. Martone said, however,
that the number was still below the
town’s 2003 peak.
Mr. Gildea said the town had written 56 percent more moving violation
citations in 2007 than in 2006. He
also said indictable criminal offenses
were down 36 percent.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader

ALL ABOARD...Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) board chairman
David Martone and Westfield Town Councilman Frank Arena welcome Andy
Wasserman as a new member of the DWC board Monday night. Pictured, left to
right, are: Mr. Martone, Mr. Wasserman and Mr. Arena.

therapy are some of the popular programs for these children.
Ten to 15 more students are projected for the 2008-2009 year, according to Mr. Kozlik. He said he doesn’t
believe more staff is needed and was
not built into the budget. However, he
said if extra staff is necessary, he projects
one teacher and two paraprofessionals
at most.
Outside contractors are also a piece
of the budget pie, which the board has
deliberated about over the last three
years. Mr. Kozlik is in favor of hiring
contractors because, as he stated, they
don’t miss days, are not paid for breaks
and do not receive supplementary-benefit costs.
He also said it was difficult to project
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WESTFIELD – Land Use Taskforce
Chairman William Heinbokel revealed
the group’s final report Tuesday night,
detailing the taskforce’s recommendations in dealing with various redevelopment issues.
In the report, the taskforce, which
Mayor Andy Skibitsky formed in the
fall of 2006, seeks to fulfill its mission
of “allowing revitalization while accommodating various interests and protecting private-property rights without
sacrificing community quality of life
and valued community resources.”
The presentation marked the culmination of more than 400 man hours.
The mayor, Tuesday night, deemed the
undertaking a “Herculean effort.”
Explaining the group’s multipronged approach, Mr. Heinbokel
walked the council through all aspects
of the taskforce’s recommendations,
which sought to “minimize the visual
perception of overbuilding” and “control mass” in residential zones by setting height allowances and basementheight caps and reducing the stories of
a home, among other ideas.
The committee tossed around various formulas and methods to achieve
its goals before settling on appropriate standards.
First, Mr. Heinbokel said, the committee looked at limiting the maximum
width of buildings within all residential
zones.
After vetting its own potential solutions, the committee found that setting
the maximum building width at 60
percent of the overall lot width would
“cause 75 to 80 percent of all existing
homes to be made non-conforming.”
The Municipal Land Use Law requires “that zoning-ordinance regulations and requirements be uniform
throughout each district.”

In addition, the taskforce found that
an attempt to control building height
through a “neighborhood-height-averaging model” would also not pass muster.
After ruling out that method, the
taskforce turned its attention to “the
sliding-scale model.” Mr. Heinbokel
said the group felt that using the scale to
determine height would provide “proportionality” to the issue.
After finding a formula that tied the
allowable building height to the depth
of the shallowest side yard “problematic,” as it would set forth allowable
building heights for side-yard setbacks
that are not permitted, the group decided to accomplish the same goal by
“using the formula but setting standards,” Mr. Heinbokel said. The maximum-height allowance would now coincide with the required minimum sideyard setback for each zone.
As proposed by the taskforce, a
home’s height could range from a maximum of 32 feet in an RS-6 zone to 35
feet in an RS-40 zone. (RS stands for
residential single-family, and the number correlates to area; for example, a
house in an RS-6 zone would have a
minimum lot area of 6,000 square feet.
“Wide lot, tall house. Narrow lot,
shorter house,” Mr. Heinbokel summarized.
“We thought it was a heck of a lot
easier than figuring out that algebraic
equation,” Fourth Ward Councilman,
Code Review and Town Property Committee Chairman and taskforce member Jim Foerst said. “It’s easy to apply.
Now, you know how high you can go.
You just look at the chart.”

By PAUL J. PEYTON

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader

Cranford Cell Tower Fight
Continues; 484 Sign Petition
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The fight over
erecting a cell-phone tower at the
Cranford Swim Club continued before a packed house at Monday
evening’s meeting of the Cranford
zoning board of adjustment.
So far, 484 Westfield and Cranford
residents have signed a petition
against the proposal, Cranford resident Audrey Muratore told The
Westfield Leader.
Another 90 people have hired attorney John Schmidt to defend their
opposition to the monopole.
Gregory Meese, an attorney representing applicant New York SMSA
Limited Partnership, clarified the setback variance to the board. He said
the setback of the base of the 130foot-high tower from the nearest residential-property line would be 39 feet.
The front-setback requirement is 300
feet, or three times the height of the
tower, whichever is greater, resulting
in a 390-foot front-setback requirement from a residential-property line,
Mr. Meese said. The monopole’s proposed site is in a residential zone.
Cranford resident Frank Krause
asked Glenn Pierson of PierCon Solutions, a radiofrequency design and
engineering consultant testifying on
behalf of the applicant, if the pole
were to move about 300 feet from its
current proposed spot, would it change
the effects of cell-phone coverage.
“There is no major difference from
a radiofrequency perspective,” Mr.
Pierson replied.
Mr. Krause suggested that the ap-

plicant should consider moving the
pole near the pool at the Cranford
Swim Club instead of near residential-property lines. He said this change
would also meet setback requirements.
Marjorie Meise of Cranford also
queried Mr. Pierson. She asked if a
satellite would be a suitable source of
service for cell phones.
“[A] satellite signal doesn’t get into
a building. It is for outdoor or remote
locations,” Mr. Pierson said.
Mr. Pierson also testified about cellphone-connectivity lapses. “It’s not
something you can do with digital or
analog. It’s the radio-wave limitations,” he said.
Mr. Pierson presented the board
with a graph showing data points of
cellular traffic on traditional 800-MHz
frequencies from 2006 to 2010. He
said beginning in 2010, a significant
amount of blockage would occur on
peak days, such as July 4, and during
snowstorms or constructions, when
cell phones are used more frequently.
Data services, such as text messages, would also block voice coverage, Mr. Pierson said.
“We need to build out frequencies,” he said. “Come 2010, 800 MHz
will be blocked.”
He said 1,900-MHz frequency is
being used today as a backup when
800 MHz is busy.
Mr. Pierson said the higher the frequency, the shorter the usable range.
So, a 1,900-MHz frequency would
cover less of an area than one of 800
MHz, resulting in the need for more
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

SUPER TUESDAY...Dennis Kobitz,
right, of the Union County Board of
Elections discusses the first-ever February New Jersey Presidential Primary
to be held next Tuesday with Leader/
Times editor Paul Peyton. The interview was videotaped and can be seen at
goleader.com. See article on page 3.

Jersey Voters to Make Voices
Known in Presidential Races
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MONEY...Ted Kozlik, center, assistant superintendent of pupil personnel services for Westfield schools, presents the 2008-2009 special education program
budget request Tuesday night, which is an increase of about 6 percent over last
year. Pictured, left to right, are board of education members Beth Cassie and
Anne Riegel, Mr. Kozlik and Business Administrator Robert Berman.

Mr. Heinbokel followed up on the
comment, saying that his “mantra” was
always to “simplify, simplify, simplify.”
Separately, the group decided to introduce a 22-foot maximum-eaveheight limitation. “By establishing a
maximum height at which the leading
edge of the roof begins, our intent was
to lower the perceived height of the
roof,” Mr. Heinbokel said.
“They will still be large houses.
They’ll just seem less imposing,” he
added.
Mr. Heinbokel said sometimes people
feel dwarfed by a neighboring structure
that has undergone redevelopment. To
remedy that, the taskforce proposed the
introduction of a 25-foot limitation on
the length of any continuous building
wall (a wall without windows or jutouts) adjacent to a side-yard property

AREA — Area voters will go to the
polls Tuesday to cast ballots in the
state’s first solely Presidential Primary in state history. New Jersey and
22 other states will be selecting candidates for the nomination for President in the Democratic and Republican races. New Jersey’s normal state
primary, which includes U.S. Senate,
Congressional as well as county and
municipal races, will be held on Tuesday, June 3.
According to the Union County
Board of Elections website, Union
County has a total of 263,756 registered voters as of January 21, up
4,000 from October. Registered
Democrats outnumber Republicans,
85,209 to 36,554. There are 142,000
unaffiliated voters in the county.
Westfield has 19,503 registered
voters (4,168 Republicans and 3,771
Democrats); Scotch Plains, 14,698
(3,33 Democrats and 2,841 Republicans); Fanwood, 4,764 (1,007 Republicans and 960 Democrats);
Mountainside, 4,584 (762 Democrats
and 1,379 Republicans) and Garwood,
2,484 (596 Democrats and 377 Republicans).
Going into Super Tuesday’s contests, U.S. Senator John McCain led
with 93 delegates, followed by former
Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney with 59 delegates and former
Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee,
who has 40. A total of 1,191 delegates
are needed for the Republican nomi-

nation for President, according to
realclearpolitics.com. The winner of
the New Jersey’s GOP contest will be
awarded all of the state’s 52 delegates.
In the Democratic battle, U.S. Senator Hillary Clinton leads with 256,
followed by Senator Barack Obama,
181, and former Senator John
Edwards, 64, who annouced Wednesday that he is dropping out of the race.
A total of 2,025 delegates are needed
for the Democratic Party nomination;127 are up for grabs in the New
Jersey Primary, according to
realclearpolitics.com.
Dennis Kobitz, deputy administrator of the Union County Board of
Elections, told The Westfield Leader
that the county has 1,700 poll workers and will have additional workers
on standby at locations in Elizabeth,
Scotch Plains and Summit. He anticipated that turnout would be between
40 and 50 percent. (Please see related
stories on page 2 and video interview
with Mr. Kobitz at goleader.com).
Other states holding primaries or
caucuses on February 5 are Alabama,
Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Idaho (Democratic),
Illinois, Kansas (Democratic), Massachusetts, Minnesota, Missouri,
Montana (Republican), New Mexico
(Democratic), New York, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Utah, and
West Virginia (Republican).
Polls are open Tuesday from 6 a.m.
to 8 p.m.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

ENDORSEMENT...State Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), left, announced his endorsement of State Senator Leonard Lance (LD23, Flemington) yesterday at the Westfield Train Station.
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SP Police Officer Delivers
Baby in Back Seat of Car
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LITTANY OF NITTANY…Penn State University students visited Westfield last
weekend to raise money for THON, benefiting children with cancer and their
families. THON is held at Penn State on February 22 to 24. For more information,
see THON.org. Pictured, left to right, are: Jana Goldfarb of Westfield, Tiffany
Glab of State College, PA, Jessica Hartley of Lindenhurst, N.Y., Alexandra
Caraballo of Miami, Fla., and Marisa Pollack of Marlboro.

SP Mayor Vows to Enact
SID Ordinance This Year
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Martin Marks said Monday that the Scotch
Plains township council this spring
would enact an ordinance establishing
a special improvement district (SID),
not only in the downtown business
district, but also along Route 22.
Nearly four years after the council
defeated a similar ordinance in the face
of vocal opposition from business and
property owners, the mayor and Deputy
Mayor Nancy Malool led a meeting on
Monday night for downtown business
and property owners to again discuss
the operations and advantages of a SID.
Calling his 2004 vote against the SID
ordinance “one of my biggest regrets,”
the mayor said that in the years since
that vote, “there hasn’t been a lot of
change” in the downtown.
“Having a successful business district is an asset to the entire community,” he said, and called the downtown
in its present condition “somewhat of a
drag on the community.”
In 2003 and 2004, prior to the
council’s formal consideration of the
SID ordinance, a steering committee of
business and property owners and several residents crafted the details of operating a SID, established its priorities
and planned how to assess property
owners.
With those basic outlines in place,
the mayor told the group, of about 45
attendees, at Scotch Hills Country Club
that “a SID will be established in Scotch
Plains by the township council” by
June. He called on opponents to “acknowledge that reality and then work
with it to make it work best for you.”
The mayor cautioned that the matter
could become a political issue in a year
when township voters will re-elect a
mayor and a council member.
“If this gets mired in politics, it doesn’t
bother me. I believe it’s the right thing
to do for Scotch Plains,” Mayor Marks
said.
Both Mayor Marks and Deputy
Mayor Malool said a new ordinance
would contain most of the provisions of
the 2004 ordinance, although some minor changes could be made by a new
steering committee that will be formed
in the next few weeks.
“But we’re not going to reinvent the
wheel,” Ms. Malool said. She said she
plans to hold three or four meetings in
the next month so that the new steering
committee can examine the 2004 plans
and make any small changes .
In a brief presentation, Ms. Malool
outlined some of the benefits of a SID,
including an increased customer base,
improved advertising and promotions,
access to grants, and recruitment of
new businesses. The SID would be
managed by a non-profit corporation,
which would hire a professional manager to primarily promote downtown
Scotch Plains, as well as, conduct business recruitment and retention.
Its annual budget would be funded
via a six-tiered flat rate formula, in
which properties valued up to $100,000
would pay an annual assessment of
$250; properties between $100,001 and
$200,000 would pay $550; those valued between $200,001 and $300,000
would pay $800; properties between
$300,001 and $750,000 would pay
$1,250; those valued between $750,001
and $2 million would pay $1,500; and
properties valued above $2 million
would pay $2,000 annually.
It’s expected that the initial operating
budget would be larger than what was
anticipated four years ago due to the
additional businesses along Route 22
included in this year’s SID ordinance,
Ms. Malool said.

Cell Tower
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

towers in order to provide seamless
coverage.
He also said that of the four cellphone-carrier providers that would
have cell coverage on the monopole,
only two operate on 800 MHz.
Mr. Pierson also said, in his opinion, that if this tower application were
approved, the applicant would require
a second tower in Cranford to gain
seamless coverage.
However, so far, the coverage maps
supplied by the cell carriers shown in
the subsequent meetings do not depict coverage of 800-MHz frequencies, as confirmed by Mr. Pierson.
The hearing will continue on Monday, March 10. Mr. Meese is expected
to present one or two of his witnesses.
Mr. Schmidt will have his chance to
present witnesses at a later date.

While several property owners voiced
opposition to the idea — saying the
new assessments would force them to
pass that cost on to their tenants, who
would then move out — comments
were mostly supportive at Monday’s
two-hour meeting.
Ted Shiller, who owns an office building on Front Street, said a SID is “about
making your property more valuable.”
He said property owners would eventually see “a better quality of tenants” as
“more people will want to rent as the
downtown becomes more appealing.”
Vince Losavio, owner of John’s Meat
Market on Park Avenue, said some
smaller businesses in neighboring towns
have told him they would relocate to
Scotch Plains, if the downtown were
improved.
Mayor Marks said the initial reaction
from business and property owners in
nearly every town in New Jersey where
a SID is established — more than 60 in
the past 20 years —was one of opposition. He said no SID, once established,
has dissolved itself.
Both the mayor and Ms. Malool spoke
of the changed tone of this week’s
meeting compared to the meetings in
2003 and 2004.
“I’m hearing less negativity than four
years ago,” the mayor told the group.
He later told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times he was “quite pleased
with the turnout and the overall tone
and enthusiasm” at the meeting. “It is
evident that more and more individuals
are recognizing the potential benefits
of the SID.”
As for the matter becoming a political issue, the mayor said that, “on this
particular issue, we cannot just wet our
fingers, stick them in the air, and then
cast a vote. That was the mistake we
made in 2004.”

Courtesy of Barbara Uhr

BIRD WATCHING...A Westfield resident spotted a white-tailed hawk on
her Willow Grove property on Sunday
afternoon.

SCOTCH PLAINS — One of
Scotch Plains Township’s newest residents arrived last week in a most unconventional setting, delivered in the
middle of a freezing night by a township police officer in a makeshift delivery room - the back seat of a car.
The baby boy was delivered by
Police Officer Brian Cheney early
last Tuesday morning after a 911 call,
placed at 3:30 a.m., alerted police
that a pregnant woman had gone into
labor at the Country Club Village
apartments on Country Club Lane.
“My shift had ended and I was
finishing my paperwork in the car,”
Officer Cheney told The Westfield
Leader. “I heard the call and said I
would go down there.”
When Officer Cheney arrived, he
was flagged down in the parking lot
by the expectant father, who led him
to his wife in the back seat of their car.
Fellow officers Edward Budzinski
and Stan Pearson arrived immediately to assist Officer Cheney, who
had observed that the baby’s head
was already crowning, signaling an
imminent delivery.
“I was standing outside the only
open door,” he said, “barking out
things I needed” to Officers Budzinski

Special-Education Budget
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

student counts. “We don’t know who
will come. We don’t know who will
leave,” Mr. Kozlik said.
Business Administrator Robert
Berman concurred, stating some special-education students graduate, voluntarily leave the program or turn 21.
“We can’t budget for contingencies,”
he said. “The regulations don’t allow us
to do that.”
New Jersey has one of the highest
concentrations of autistic-type students
in the nation, with a majority coming
from Bergen, Morris, Ocean and Union
Counties, according to Mr. Kozlik.
In this regard, the board approved
out-of-district placement for two students, the cost totaling $90,744. The
board then approved the transfer of
$80,288 from the unreserved fund balance of the extraordinary aid to the
2007-2008 budget to cover this unforeseen cost.
Officials said that another unpredicted
cost that occurred in the 2007-2008
school year was the placement of a
child in a residential service, typically a
facility where the child lives and receives constant supervision. This 2007-

2008-budget line increased $134,362,
which carried over to the 2008-2009
budget.
Board member Anne Riegel said the
state deadline to submit a tentative BOE
budget is February 15. She said the
board could make adjustments afterward. “We know this is going to be a
tough budget to put together,” she said.
“This is probably one of the toughest
budgets we have ever presented to the
public.”
The board will discuss the generaleducation section of the budget at its
Tuesday, February 5, meeting.
Board member Richard Solomon
said the school district is working on
a solution to get the Westfield High
School television station aired on
Verizon FiOS.
“Verizon has made it clear that they
don’t want to work with us on this,”
he said. He said he believes if a Verizon
FiOS high-speed Internet connection
is installed at the high school, the
signal from the station would most
likely get through to the cable connection. He said officials are looking
into the costs for Verizon FiOS.

Elizabeth Family Faces
Jail for Bilking WF Man
WESTFIELD — Three members of
one family are facing jail time for their
part in bilking Westfield’s Stephen
Bogart, 89, out of his life savings.
Janet Garcia, 53, her son Richard
Garcia, 26, and Lucia Heinz, 23,
Richard’s girlfriend, pled guilty to
charges last Friday in front of State
Superior Court Judge Stuart Peim and
are each expected to be sentenced to
three years in state prison, according to
the Union County Prosecutor’s Office.
The defendants all reside on Pennington
Street in Elizabeth.
According to Union County Assistant Prosecutor Ann Rubin, Mr. Bogart
was a customer of Richard Garcia, a
barber and current owner of Jersey
Cutz Barber Shop on South Avenue in
Westfield.
“During the spring of 2006, Richard
befriended the elderly man and offered
to run errands for him,” Ms. Rubin said.

Land Use Taskforce Report
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

line.
Mr. Heinbokel said the intent is to
“enhance the visual appeal of structures by requiring surface variation,”
thereby “minimizing the monolithic
look of excessively large walls.”
Mr. Heinbokel called this measure
“one of the more important elements”
of the taskforce’s report.
Deeming the town’s Floor Area
Ratio (FAR) “an area of great controversy,” Mr. Heinbokel said the
taskforce worked to simplify FAR,
which takes into account the “volume of living space that covers a lot.”
FAR did not count unheated two- and
three-car attached garages or unheated attic space, which “inflates
the bulk of a structure.”
The group worked to eliminate the
various exemptions and rework FAR to
measure the exterior, not interior, structure walls.
The group also “redefined” the
maximum number of stories, currently set at three. The group decided
to reduce the permitted number of
stories to “2.5” in all residential zones.
The “half-story,” by new definition,
would have a floor area less than or
equal to one-third of the gross floor
area of the floor below.
Also, under new definitions, a basement would be considered a story if it
is more than four feet above the average grade elevation, among other classifications. The taskforce arrived at
the decision in an attempt to “control
excessive foundation heights,” a continuing problem.
The taskforce identified the elimination of garages as a “growing trend” in
town. This practice allows homeowners
to utilize the lot coverage attributable to
detached garages to add on to the prin-

and Pearson.
Besides the car’s interior dome
light, the only other illumination during the birth was from Officer Pearon’s
own flashlight.
With the temperature in the midteens, Officer Cheney said he had
little conversation with the expectant
parents during the delivery, except
telling the father to start the car and
turn on the heat.
“I wasn’t nervous,” said Officer
Cheney, who had delivered babies
before while on duty, most recently
about seven years ago. “I didn’t even
realize how cold it was until after the
baby was born and I started shaking.”
He said his biggest concern was
that “the baby was all right” and that
there were no complications.
The baby boy was born less than 10
minutes after Officer Cheney’s arrival at the scene. The baby was eventually transported to JFK Hospital in
Edison.
Officer Cheney said while they
awaited the arrival of rescue squad
personnel, the newborn had its umbilical cord clamped, was wrapped in
sheets and blankets, and was given
oxygen by mouth.
He said doctors at the hospital asked
him to come in to sign the baby’s birth
certificate as “attending physician.”

cipal living structure. Because of its
“concern” over the matter, the taskforce
proposed requiring garages in all residential zones – minimum one-car garages in the RS-6 and 8 zones, and twocar garages in all others.
Because Land Use Law specifically
grants “exclusive authority” to the planning board and board of adjustment in
planning and zoning matters, the role of
the architectural review board had been
rendered “advisory” in capacity. However, the taskforce recommended the
board expand its role to allow for the
voluntary review of all submitted building plans. The board would make recommendations for design changes to
help encourage building proportions
that are compatible with the surrounding neighborhood.
At the presentation’s end, Mr. Foerst
said the committee “hit a homerun.”
When Second Ward Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan asked if the town would
“see a [visible] difference” after implementing the findings, Mr. Foerst said
the “goal is not to know.” In explaining
his response, he said ideally, “You would
have construction and never notice
it…You’re not going to see these problems anymore.”
Mr. Heinbokel said the project “took
a lot longer than we thought it would.”
While he said the recommendations
are not “perfect,” he said they are not
“overreaching.”
“I think it’s tough enough,” he concluded.
Mr. Heinbokel will conduct a similar presentation at next Tuesday’s public meeting. The public can send comments until February 26. To view the
document, see westfieldnj.gov and
send
all
suggestions
to
landuse@westfieldnj.gov

“Mr. Bogart’s sight was failing and
Garcia took on the responsibility of
paying Bogart’s bills. Richard would
write the checks and Bogart would sign
them. Since Mr. Bogart was legally
blind, he didn’t realize that he was
signing checks made out to Richard
Garcia, Lucia Heinz and to ‘cash.’Garcia
deposited those checks in his joint account with Heinz. Eventually, Garcia
got an ATM card on Bogart’s account
and was able to take cash at will.”
Ms. Rubin said that Janet Garcia,
Richard’s mother, got involved in March
of 2007.
“Janet was able to convince Mr.
Bogart to give her power of attorney
over his affairs,” Ms. Rubin said.
“Within a week Janet had transferred
$225,000 to Richard’s account and
$11,000 to her own (account). Basically, they cleaned out Mr. Bogart’s
accounts.”
According to the prosecutor’s office,
the thefts first came to light in February
2007, when Helen Rentoulis, owner of
Vicki’s Diner in Westfield, noticed that
Mr. Bogart had stopped coming into
the diner for his customary two meals a
day.
She also recalled that when Richard
Garcia once accompanied Mr. Bogart
to the diner, Mr. Bogart had mentioned
that Garcia was “helping him with his
bills.” Ms. Rentoulis than called the
police.
Westfield Detective James
McCullough began the investigation
that uncovered the sting.
“Mr. Bogart had no idea that money
had been removed from his accounts”
Detective McCullough said.
Police said a search warrant for Mr.
Garcia’s home turned up bank documents belonging to the Garcia’s and to
Mr. Bogart, as well as Mr. Bogart’s
wallet and personal jewelry. A legal
guardian was appointed for Mr. Bogart
as a result of the investigation.
Mr. Bogart is a lifelong resident of
Westfield and even served as the town’s
tax collector at one point.
Janet Garcia pled guilty to conspiracy
to commit theft. Richard Garcia and
Heinz pled guilty to two counts of theft.
Janet’s daughter, Jacqueline Garcia, was
also implicated in the crimes. She will
have to forfeit her position as a dispatcher for the Elizabeth Fire Department and will be barred from public
employment for life, authorities said.
Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow praised Ms. Rentoulis.
“This abuse might never have come to
light if not for the efforts of this private
citizen. I can’t stress enough how important it is that we, as a community,
look out for our elderly citizens.”
Sentencing is scheduled for Thursday, April 4. The defendants must repay $120,000 before sentencing. Some
of the money was already recovered,
authorities said.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader

COMPETING FOR CONGRESS...Republican hopefuls seeking the party nod to
replace Rep. Mike Ferguson, who is not seeking reelection, for the 7th Congressional District speak with party leaders in Clark last Thursday at the Gran
Centurions. Candidate Kate Whitman, daughter of former Governor Christie
Whitman, is speaking. Other candidates pictured, left to right, are Christopher
Venis, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks and State Senator Leonard Lance. See
story on page 3.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Saturday, January 19, Gregory Giresi,
25, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after
a motor-vehicle stop at Kimball and
Lawrence Avenues. He was released on his
own recognizance to a responsible individual.
Saturday, January 19, Stephanie Gabriel,
42, of Plainfield was arrested on Elm Street
on an outstanding Fanwood warrant. She
was released after posting $750 bail.
Saturday, January 19, Joseph Gachko,
50, of Westfield was arrested on an outstanding Westfield warrant after a motorvehicle stop at East Broad Street and Park
Drive. He was released after posting $225
bail.
Sunday, January 20, Frank Macaluso,
18, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with DWI and possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana after a motorvehicle stop at Dudley Avenue and Clark
Street. He was released on his own recognizance to a responsible individual after he
was issued summonses.
Sunday, January 20, Miriam Romero,
23, of Plainfield was arrested on South
Avenue and Crossway Place on an immigration violation detainer. She was turned
over to Immigration Customs Enforcement.
Friday, January 25, Diego Navarrete, 21,
of Elizabeth was arrested at South Avenue,
East, and Cacciola Place on an outstanding
warrant from Scotch Plains. He was released after posting $89 bail.
Friday, January 25, Hector Olivo, 23, of
Plainfield was arrested at South Avenue
and Boulevard on an outstanding Plainfield
warrant. He was released after posting $150
bail.
Saturday, January 26, three men were
arrested after a motor-vehicle stop at South
and Central Avenues and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and with underage possession of alcohol.
The men, all 19 years old, were identified
as Nicholas Mitsingas of Linden, Christopher Gallego of Westfield and Jason Jeney
of Clark. They were released on their own
recognizance with summonses.
Saturday, January 26, Amanda Bracuto,
20, of Kenilworth, was arrested on an outstanding Westfield warrant on the 500 block
of South Avenue, East. She was processed
and released after posting $500 bail.
Saturday, January 26, after being
stopped for motor-vehicle violations, Jennifer Flynn, 22, of Westfield, was arrested at Central and Roger Avenues on
outstanding warrants from Westfield and
East Brunswick. The warrants carried
bail amounts of $233 and $550, respectively.
According to police, a search subsequent to the arrest showed Flynn was in
possession of less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana, for which she was released on her own recognizance. She also
posted total bail on the warrants.
Monday, January 28, Christine
Malczanek, 21, of Scotch Plains, was arrested after a motor-vehicle stop at North
Avenue and Elmer Street and charged with
unlawful possession of a hypodermic needle
and possession of ketamine, a tranquilizer

used by veterinarians.
According to police, Malczanek was
stopped for running a red light, after which
the hypodermic needle and ketamine were
discovered in her possession. She was released pending a review by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office of the allegations.
Scotch Plains
Tuesday, January 22, a resident of County
Club Lane reported that someone obtained
his bankcard information and withdrew $600
from his account.
Friday, January 25, Justin Brown, 28, of
Dunellen, was arrested for an outstanding
warrant after a motor-vehicle stop.
Friday, January 25, a resident of Hunter
Avenue reported that someone called his
house numerous times at odd hours in the
night.
Saturday, January 26, Christopher
Kramer, 23, of Piscataway, was arrested for
an outstanding warrant after a motor-vehicle stop.
Saturday, January 26, Kyle Lefaver, 28,
of Garwood was arrested for an outstanding
warrant after a motor-vehicle stop.
Sunday, January 27, Kenroy Campbell,
26, of Newark was arrested for an outstanding warrant after a motor-vehicle stop.
Sunday, January 27, Linda LanceHudanich, 58, of Avenel, was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor-vehicle
stop for a moving violation. According to
police, a strong odor of alcohol was detected at the time of the stop. LanceHudanich was transported to headquarters
where she was released with a summons,
police said.
Mountainside
Wednesday, January 23, Rafael Perez,
Jr., 30, of Secaucus, was arrested following
a motor-vehicle stop on Route 22 for driving with a suspended license.
Wednesday, January 23, a patron of a
Route 22 theater reported that someone
smashed the rear window of her vehicle
while it was parked in the lot. According to
police, the victim’s insurance card, registration and a brown, medium-sized purse containing a cell phone were removed from the
vehicle.
Police responded to a second incident at
the theater involving another vehicle that
was broken into, where access was gained
by smashing the rear window. According to
police, a purse containing personal items
was removed.
Wednesday, January 23, a patron of a
Route 22 restaurant reported that someone
smashed the driver’s side window of his
vehicle. According to police, a laptop, a
Palm Pilot and other miscellaneous items
valued at $2,390, were removed from the
vehicle.
The manager of the restaurant stated that
he has a surveillance video that recorded the
incident, police said. The video revealed
two male suspects, appearing to be Hispanic, who exited a mini-van, after which
one male smashed the window of the victim’s
vehicle and removed the items, police said.
The incident is under investigation, authorities said.
Saturday, January 26, a Route 22 liquor
store reported that someone placed a clothing collection receptacle in the parking lot
without permission.

GOP Endorse Candidates
For 7th Congr. District
AREA – State officials from Legislative District 21 released their endorsements Wednesday for candidates
in the GOP Primary Election, to be
held June 3, to replace Rep. Mike
Ferguson, who is not seeking reelection to his 7th District seat.
Senator Tom Kean Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), current Senate Minority
Leader, supported State Senator
Leonard Lance (LD-23, Flemington)
for Congress.
Mr. Lance previously served as
Senate minority leader.
LD-21 Assemblymen Eric Munoz
of Summit and Jon Bramnick of
Westfield announced their support
Wednesday of former Summit Coun-

cil President Kelly Hatfield in her
Congressional bid.
The 7th District includes a large
portion of Union County encompassing most of the 21st Legislative District, which includes parts of Union,
Morris, Somerset and Essex Counties.
Assemblywoman Linda Stender of
Fanwood (LD-22, Scotch Plains) is
seeking the Democratic nod once
again to be the party’s candidate for
the 7th District in the General Election in November.
Asw. Stender narrowly lost to Rep.
Ferguson in 2006. At this time, Asw.
Stender faces no opposition in the
Democratic primary.

Biunno Gets Probation
For Stealing from Church
MOUNTAINSIDE — William
Biunno of Mountainside was sentenced
last week to three years probation by a
judge for stealing more than $20,000
from his church during an 11-year period.
The 75-year-old former bank president pled guilty in October to thirddegree “theft by unlawful taking.”
As part of his probationary sentence,
Mr. Biunno is required to pay back the
church. According to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, Mr. Biunno turned
over a check for $16,000 to the judge
and is obligated to provide another
$6,000 within 60 days.
All proceeds will go to the Archdiocese of Newark, which oversees Our
Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic
Church in Mountainside where the theft
occurred — and where Mr. Biunno was
an active trustee, an usher and a member of the choir, according to Assistant

Prosecutor William Kolano.
Mr. Biunno was arrested on July 25,
2007, after an investigation headed up
by Sergeant Vincent Gagliardi of the
Prosecutor’s Office and Detective
Michael Jackson of the Mountainside
Police Department.
The thefts, many of which were recorded on the church’s security cameras, primarily occurred when Mr.
Biunno was supposed to place the
congregation’s donations into a receptacle during Sunday Mass.
“On the security tapes, Biunno could
be seen examining the money and
choosing a portion of the proceeds for
himself,” Mr. Gagliardi said.
Mr. Biunno will perform 100 hours
of community service for his probationary sentence.
“Ironically,” Mr. Kolano said, “he
has been assigned to perform his service in a church.”
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Mayor Marks Vows Enactment
Of SID Ordinance by This Year
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Martin Marks said Monday that the Scotch
Plains Township Council this spring
would enact an ordinance establishing a special improvement district
(SID), not only in the downtown business district, but also along Route 22.
Nearly four years after the council
defeated a similar ordinance in the
face of vocal opposition from business
and property owners, the mayor and
Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool led a

Horace Corbin for The Times

SUPER TUESDAY...Dennis Kobitz of
the Union County Board of Elections
discusses the first-ever February New
Jersey Presidential Primary to be held
next Tuesday with Times editor Paul
Peyton. The interview was videotaped
and can be seen at goleader.com.

meeting on Monday night for
downtown business and property
owners to again discuss the operations
and advantages of a SID.
Calling his 2004 vote against the
SID ordinance “one of my biggest
regrets,” the mayor said in the years
since that vote, “there hasn’t been a
lot of change” in the downtown.
“Having a successful business district is an asset to the entire community,” he said, and called the downtown in its present condition “somewhat of a drag on the community.”
In 2003 and 2004, prior to the
council’s formal consideration of the
SID ordinance, a steering committee
of business and property owners and
several residents crafted the details of
operating a SID, established its priorities and planned how to assess
property owners.
With those basic outlines in place,
the mayor told the group of about 45
attendees at Scotch Hills Country Club
that “a SID will be established in Scotch
Plains by the township council” by
June. He called on opponents to “acknowledge that reality and then work
with it to make it work best for you.”
The mayor cautioned that the matter could become a political issue in a
year when township voters will reelect a new mayor and a council

Jersey Voters to Make Voice
Known in Presidential Races
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

AREA — Area voters will go to the
polls Tuesday to cast ballots in the
state’s first solely Presidential Primary in state history. New Jersey and
22 other states will be selecting candidates for the nomination for President in the Democratic and Republican races. New Jersey’s normal state
primary, which includes U.S. Senate,
Congressional as well as county and
municipal races, will be held on Tuesday, June 3.
According to the Union County
Board of Elections website, Union
County has a total of 263,756 registered voters as of January 21, up
4,000 from October. Registered
Democrats outnumber Republicans,
85,209 to 36,554. There are 142,000
unaffiliated voters in the county.
Westfield has 19,503 registered voters (4,168 Republicans and 3,771
Democrats); Scotch Plains, 14,698 (3,33
Democrats and 2,841 Republicans);
Fanwood, 4,764 (1,007 Republicans
and 960 Democrats); Mountainside,
4,584 (762 Democrats and 1,379 Republicans) and Garwood, 2,484 (596
Democrats and 377 Republicans).
Going into Super Tuesday’s contests, U.S. Senator John McCain led
the GOP race with 93 delegates followed by former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney, 59, and former
Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee,
40. A total of 1,191 delegates are
needed for the Republican nomina-

tion for president, according to
realclearpolitics.com. The winner of
the New Jersey’s GOP contest will be
awarded all of the state’s 52 delegates.
In the Democratic battle, U.S. Senator Hillary Clinton leads with 256
followed by Senator Barack Obama,
181 and former Senator John
Edwards, 64. Mr. Edwards announced
he is withdrawing from the race. A
total of 2,025 delegates are needed
for the Democratic Party nomination, 127 of which are up for grabs in
the New Jersey Primary, according to
realclearpolitics.com.
Dennis Kobitz, deputy administrator of the Union County Board of
Elections, told The Westfield Leader
that the county has 1,700 poll workers and will have additional workers
on standby at locations in Elizabeth,
Scotch Plains and Summit. He anticipated that turnout would be between
40 and 50 percent. (Please see related
stories on page 2 and video interview
with Mr. Kobitz at goleader.com).
Other states holding primaries or
caucuses on February 5 are Alabama,
Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Idaho (Democratic),
Illinois, Kansas (Democratic), Massachusetts, Minnesota, Missouri,
Montana (Republican), New Mexico
(Democratic), New York, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Utah, and
West Virginia (Republican).
Polls are open Tuesday from 6 a.m.
to 8 p.m.

SP Police Officer Delivers
Baby in Back Seat of Car
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — One of
Scotch Plains Township’s newest residents arrived last week in a most
unconventional setting, delivered in
the middle of a freezing night by a
township police officer in a makeshift delivery room - the back seat of
a car.
The baby boy was delivered by
Police Officer Brian Cheney early
last Tuesday morning after a 911 call,
placed at 3:30 a.m., alerted police
that a pregnant woman had gone into
labor at the Country Club Village
apartments on Country Club Lane.
“My shift had ended and I was
finishing my paperwork in the car,”
Officer Cheney told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “I heard the
call and said I would go down there.”
When Officer Cheney arrived, he
was flagged down in the parking lot
by the expectant father, who led him
to his wife in the back seat of their car.
Fellow officers Edward Budzinski
and Stan Pearson arrived immediately
to assist Officer Cheney, who had
observed that the baby’s head was
already crowning, signaling an
imminent delivery.
“I was standing outside the only
open door,” he said, “barking out

things I needed” to Officers Budzinski
and Pearson.
Besides the car’s interior dome
light, the only other illumination
during the birth was from Officer
Pearon’s own flashlight.
With the temperature in the midteens, Officer Cheney said he had
little conversation with the expectant
parents during the delivery, except
telling the father to start the car and
turn on the heat.
“I wasn’t nervous,” said Officer
Cheney, who had delivered babies
before while on duty, most recently
about seven years ago. “I didn’t even
realize how cold it was until after the
baby was born and I started shaking.”
He said his biggest concern was
that “the baby was all right” and that
there were no complications.
The baby boy was born less than 10
minutes after Officer Cheney’s arrival
at the scene. The baby was eventually
transported to JFK Hospital in Edison.
Officer Cheney said while they
awaited the arrival of rescue squad
personnel, the newborn had its
umbilical cord clamped, was wrapped
in sheets and blankets, and was given
oxygen by mouth.
He said doctors at the hospital asked
him to come in to sign the baby’s birth
certificate as “attending physician.”

member.
“If this gets mired in politics, it
doesn’t bother me. I believe it’s the
right thing to do for Scotch Plains,”
Mayor Marks said.
Both Mayor Marks and Mrs.
Malool said a new ordinance would
contain most of the provisions of the
2004 ordinance, although some minor changes could be made by a new
steering committee that will be formed
in the next few weeks.
“But we’re not going to reinvent
the wheel,” Mrs. Malool said. She
said she plans to hold three or four
meetings in the next month so that the
new steering committee can examine
the 2004 plans and make any small
changes that might be necessary.
In a brief presentation, Mrs. Malool
outlined some of the benefits of a
SID, including an increased customer
base, improved advertising and promotions, access to grants, and recruitment of new businesses. The SID
would be managed by a non-profit
corporation, which would hire a professional manager to primarily promote downtown Scotch Plains and
conduct business recruitment and retention.
Its annual budget would be funded
via a six-tiered flat rate formula, in
which properties valued up to
$100,000 would pay an annual assessment of $250; properties between
$100,001 and $200,000 would pay
$550; those valued between $200,001
and $300,000 would pay $800; properties between $300,001 and
$750,000 would pay $1,250; those
valued between $750,001 and $2
million would pay $1,500; and properties valued above $2 million would
pay $2,000 annually.
It’s expected that the initial operating budget would be larger than what
was anticipated four years ago due to
the additional businesses along Route
22 included in this year’s SID ordinance, Mrs. Malool said.
While several property owners
voiced opposition to the idea — saying the new assessments would force
them to pass that cost on to their
tenants, who would then move out —
comments were mostly supportive at
Monday’s two-hour meeting.
Ted Shiller, who owns an office
building on Front Street, said a SID is
“about making your property more
valuable.” He said property owners
would eventually see “a better quality of tenants” as “more people will
want to rent as the downtown becomes more appealing.”
Vince Losavio, owner of John’s
Meat Market on Park Avenue, said
some smaller businesses in neighborCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

PACKED HOUSE...Scotch Plains business owners fill the room at Scotch Hills Country Club Monday evening to hear
Mayor Martin Marks and Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool present details of a Special Improvement District (SID) for the
townsip’s downtown area and Route 22 corridor to be formed by the township council this spring.

SP-F BOE Moves Middle School
Math Leveling to Seventh Grade
By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
last Thursday approved a proposal
moving middle school math leveling
from the sixth to seventh grade. Leveling is used to assign students to class
sections based on overall ability.
Board member Sasha Slocum told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that advantages of postponing math
leveling to the seventh grade include
higher maturation levels of students
and it encourages teachers “to focus
on differentiated instruction for all
students, meaning lessons challenge
each student to go as far as he or she
can go with a concept. This gives all
students the opportunity to shine in
math.”
“All math concepts are not equal
and therefore a student may not be
strong in one lesson, but he or she
may excel in another,” Ms. Slocum
said. “Differentiated instruction ensures that each student will have the
opportunity to experience this.”
She said students in lower levels
“sometimes believe they are less intelligent, which makes it difficult to
assess if they are simply developing
more slowly or if they are being hindered by lower self-esteem. I think
anything we can do to promote stu-

FW Planning Board
Okays Two Projects
By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Planning Board approved a “minor” subdivision on Pleasant Avenue and a
“raze-and-rebuild” project for a property on North Avenue at its regular
meeting on January 23. Both are residential projects.
Regarding the proposed subdivision at 167 Pleasant Avenue, the
applicant’s planning zoning consultant, Paul Szymanski, called the property “highly unique and extraordinary,” adding that it appears to be the
“only through-lot in the borough.”
There is currently a two-story house
on the property fronting Pleasant
Avenue, but the lot backs all the way
out to Montrose Avenue; that portion
of the property is currently wooded
and “overgrown,” officials said.
Mr. Szymanski theorized that when
the area was mapped and developed,
two separate lots were envisioned
and, he said, that is what the subdivision application now seeks.
“I think it was the intention all
along that there would be a house
built on this property,” planning-board
member Matthew Glennon said.
“I do think it maintains the integrity of the neighborhood; I think the
lot would be enhanced by having a
house on it with some nice plantings,”
said Borough Councilwoman Joan
Wheeler, the council’s representative
on the board.
The board granted a lot-area variance for the Pleasant Avenue lot and
a lot-width variance for the newly
approved lot on Montrose Avenue.
“We’re taking care of a potential
problem with future rear-yard uses at

the property,” said pro-tem Board
Chairman John Deitch.
Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor
said the applicant will be required to
submit a lot-grading plan when applying for a construction permit for
the Montrose lot, in addition to a treereplacement plan since about a dozen
trees will be removed from the
wooded lot.
The approved “raze-and-rebuild”
project is located at 180 North Avenue.
Michael Mastrocola, a professional
architect, represented the applicant,
also his father, and said the application seeks “existing non-conformity
variances” for the property on which
a two-family house is currently located.
Mr. Mastrocola said his father
would like to replace the home with a
new, single-family home, including a
driveway and attached garage.
Responding to questions by planning-board members and Mr. Pryor,
Mr. Mastrocola said the new house
would result in a smaller impervious
surface area than the current house.
He also agreed to review plans for the
driveway with Mr. Pryor to insure
that it is built in accordance with a
proper dimensions “template.”
Mr. Deitch said the new house
planned by Mr. Mastrocola for the
property “would definitely be an improvement over what’s there now.”
In other business, the board approved
four
administrative
Stormwater Management Plan revisions, which Mr. Pryor characterized
as required “housekeeping” changes
that will also be amended into the
borough’s Master Plan.

dents’ self-esteem in challenging them
academically is important. We will
find many more talented mathematicians this way.”
Ms. Slocum said another advantage to the postponement is that heterogeneous grouping “challenges the
highest achievers by encouraging
them to complete supplementary tasks

to the standard curriculum.”
Ms. Slocum said parents might
question how struggling students will
keep up and how top students will be
challenged.
“I believe both questions will focus
teachers on differentiated instruction
and assessing the curriculum in an
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Council Hires Firm to
Assist In Manager Search
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS— The township council on Tuesday approved a
resolution hiring a professional recruitment firm to assist in finding a
successor to Township Manager Thomas Atkins, who is retiring this summer after 28 years of service.
Jersey Professional Management,
a management consulting firm based
in Cranford, will be paid up to $10,500
for its services, which will include
active recruitment and interviewing
of potential candidates. At the
council’s regular meeting, Deputy
Mayor Nancy Malool said it will be
“a monumental task” to find a replacement for Mr. Atkins and that,
“considering the time and expertise
involved” in the search process, the
council concluded that a recruitment
firm was needed. Three firms were
interviewed in the past month, and
Mrs. Malool said JPM has already
worked with the township on shared
services and the hiring of a new public works director.
In other business, the council approved an ordinance that will allow
for permit parking for Scotch PlainsFanwood High School students at
Green Forest Park. Under the ordinance, 28 parking spots will be formally designated for use by high
school student drivers between 8 a.m.
and 2 p.m. on school days.

Acting in its capacity as local alcoholic beverage commission, the council approved the transfer of the liquor
license formerly held by Brian’s Discount Liquorland on East Second
Street to Win Warehouse On Line,
which will open a retail outlet at the
same location.
The council also approved a $9,965
change order for additional electrical
work on the township municipal
building’s new second floor that will
house police department offices. Department personnel are expected to
be able to move into their new office
space in the next few weeks.
The council thanked Joe McCourt
and John Kovalchik for their years of
service on the Memorial Day Parade
Committee, of which Mr. McCourt
was chairman for the past seven years.
Mayor Marks called the planning for
the annual parade “a monumental
endeavor” involving “many meetings
and a lot of planning and logistics.”
Mr. McCourt, calling his efforts “a
labor of love,” thanked Mr. Atkins
and Toni Rollis, who works in Mr.
Atkins’ office and is a member of the
parade committee, for their support
and assistance. Mr. Kovalchik called
his time on the committee “a lot of
fun.”
The council also passed a resolution congratulating Alex Kuhn on
having attained the rank of Eagle
Scout in the Boy Scouts of America.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COMPETING FOR CONGRESS...Republican hopefuls seeking the party nod to
replace Rep. Mike Ferguson, who is not seeking reelection, for the 7th Congressional District speak with party leaders in Clark last Thursday at Gran Centurions. Candidate Kate Whitman, daughter of former Governor Christie Whitman,
is speaking. Other candidates pictured, left to right, are Christopher Venis,
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks and State Senator Leonard Lance (LD-23,
Flemington). See story on page 3.
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BOE, PTA Brainstorm to
Promote Parent Involvement
By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plans-Fanwood Times

LITTANY OF NITTANY…Penn State students visit Westfield last weekend to
raise money for THON, benefiting children with cancer and their families. THON
is held at Penn State on February 22 to 24. For more information, see THON.org.
Pictured, left to right, are: Jana Goldfarb of Westfield, Tiffany Glab of State
College, PA, Jessica Hartley of Lindenhurst, NY, Alexandra Caraballo of Miami,
FL and Marisa Pollack of Marlboro.

SPF Board of Ed.
Math Leveling
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ongoing process so it does meet each
student’s needs,” she said.
In other business, Margaret
Meehan, business administrator for
the Washington Township Public
Schools in Sewell (Gloucester
County), requested in writing the
board’s support opposing legislation
S-560 and A-873, which would mandate 10 weeks of paid family leave for
every employee in New Jersey.
“We’re not sure what impact [the
legislation] would have on school
boards,” Business Administrator Anthony Del Sordi said. “We’ll have to
see if it goes through both houses,
review it and take action if necessary.”
The legislation was reintroduced
in the current legislative session and
was assigned for review by the senate
and assembly labor committees.
Board Vice President Linda Nelson
said it would be “really challenging”
as well as a financial hardship for the
district because they would have to
find a replacement for the person
taking a leave of absence.
“I would not be in support of it,”
Ms. Nelson said.
The BOE responded to another letter about the absence of seatbelts on
rented coach buses that will be used
for an upcoming music trip. By law,
coach buses are not required to have
seat belts, officials said.
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes said the district would continue
to use the coach buses (noting they
meet federal guidelines) because of the
trip length, the number of buses required and the additional storage capacity needed for musical instruments.
“Coach buses have a very, very
good track record in regard to passenger safety,” she said.
Ms. Hayes said she would, however, consider leads on coach buses
with seatbelts.
The board approved the district’s
updated harassment, intimidation and

bullying policy to include cyber bullying, or other bullying/harassment
that occurs off school grounds.
Also, the board approved a contract with Strauss-Esmay Associates
to review, prepare and update the
BOE’s policy manual in compliance
with state and federal mandates.
The finance committee began 20082009 budget talks since the last BOE
meeting. Mr. Parisi said a notice is
posted on the district website asking
for ideas from the public about increasing revenues or doing a better
job on expenses.
The board later acknowledged gifts
and donations from various school
PTAs to the district schools. The gifts
included, among other things, musical instruments, sports equipment,
books, World Book Encyclopedias,
gift cards and grants, board member
Betty Anne Woerner told The Times.
Later, Karen Kulikowski, PTA
Council vice president, said the Department of Allied Dental Education
is offering free dental care for children up to age 12. The “Give Kids A
Smile” event takes place at the School
of Health Related Professions, a part
of the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey, onFriday,
February 1 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. It
includes dental cleaning, fluoride
treatments, dental sealants, x-rays,
fillings, and extractions. Appointments are encouraged.
The school board named February
as “Black History Awareness Month.”
“I want to applaud our Social Studies supervisor, other teachers and other
faculty members for making sure diversity is always integrated into the
curriculum,” Ms. Slocum said.
The next Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education agenda-setting
meeting will be Thursday, February
7. The next budget meeting will be
held Thursday, February 21, followed
by a regular public meeting on Thursday, February 28.

Cranford Cell Tower Fight
Continues; 484 Sign Petition
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The fight over
erecting a cell-phone tower at the
Cranford Swim Club continued before a packed house at Monday
evening’s meeting of the Cranford
zoning board of adjustment.
So far, 484 Westfield and Cranford
residents have signed a petition
against the proposal, Cranford resident Audrey Muratore told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.
Another 90 people have hired attorney John Schmidt to defend their
opposition to the monopole.
Gregory Meese, an attorney representing New York SMSA Limited
Partnership, clarified the setback variance to the board. He said the setback
of the base of the 130-foot-high tower
to the nearest residential-property line
would be 39 feet. The front-setback
requirement is 300 feet or three times
the height of the tower, whichever is
greater, resulting in a 390-foot frontsetback requirement to a residentialproperty line, Mr. Meese said. The
monopole’s proposed site is in a residential zone.
Cranford resident Frank Krause
asked Glenn Pierson of PierCon Solutions, a radiofrequency design and
engineering consultant testifying on
behalf of the applicant, if the pole
were to move about 300 feet from its
current proposed spot, would it change
the effects of cell-phone coverage.
“There is no major difference from
a radiofrequency perspective,” Mr.
Pierson replied.

BIRD OF PREY...Hawks thrive in the
area, as noted by this bird in Westfield.

Mr. Krause suggested that the applicant should consider moving the
pole near the pool at the Cranford
Swim Club instead of near residential-property lines. He said this change
would also meet setback requirements.
Marjorie Meise of Cranford also
queried Mr. Pierson. She asked if a
satellite would be a suitable source of
service for cell phones.
“[A] satellite signal doesn’t get into
a building. It is for outdoor or remote
locations,” Mr. Pierson said.
Mr. Pierson also testified about cellphone-connectivity lapses. “It’s not
something you can do with digital or
analog. It’s the radio-wave limitations,” he said.
Mr. Pierson presented the board
with a graph showing data points of
cellular traffic on traditional 800-MHz
frequencies from 2006 to 2010. He
said, beginning in 2010, a significant
amount of blockage would occur on
peak days, such as July 4 and during
snowstorms or constructions, when
cell phones are used more frequently.
Data services, such as text messages, would also block voice coverage, Mr. Pierson said.
“We need to build out frequencies,” he said. “Come 2010, 800 mhz
will be blocked.”
He said 1,900-MHz frequency is
being used today as a backup when
800 MHz is busy.
Mr. Pierson said the higher the frequency, the shorter the usable range.
So, a 1,900-MHz frequency would
cover less of an area than one of 800
MHz, resulting in the need for more
towers. He also said that of the four
cell-phone-carrier providers that
would have cell coverage on the
monopole, two operate on 800 MHz.
Mr. Pierson also said, in his opinion, that if this tower application were
approved, the applicant would require
a second tower in Cranford to gain
seamless coverage.
However, so far, the coverage maps
supplied by the cell carriers shown in
the subsequent meetings do not depict coverage of 800-MHz frequencies, as confirmed by Mr. Pierson.
The hearing will continue on Monday, March 10. Mr. Meese is expected
to present one or two of his witnesses.
Mr. Schmidt will have his chance to
present witnesses at a later date.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Parental involvement in education was a key
topic during an informal Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE)-Parent-Teacher Association
(PTA) roundtable event held Monday
night at Park Middle School, which
also included discussions of corporate sponsorship, legal residency and
the budget.
The event, attended by approximately 35 people, was intended to
foster communication between the
BOE and PTA, as well as the community. Each district school seemed to
be represented during the program,
whether through a PTA member, PTA
president or parents.
“This evening has become a very
good give-and-take,” BOE Vice President Linda Nelson said.
The BOE posed a question to PTA
members regarding parental obstacles
that lessen their involvement with
schools. Participants noted possible
reasons, based on parent feedback,
such as time management, child-care
issues and the sense of feeling unwelcome, especially if a parent had not
attended meetings in the past and felt
awkward starting in the middle of a
school year.
“We want people to know that they
are welcome anytime, not just in September,” Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Hayes said.
One audience member suggested
that the abundance of technology
available enables people to access
valuable information at their own
convenience through e-mail newsletters and televised BOE meetings, and
that this convenience may move a
parent’s decision to stay home, instead of physically attending district
events.
Audience members favored a suggestion made by Sharon Rosengarten,
a class mother. She said having class
mothers call parents to encourage and
welcome them to attend events would
likely help them feel that their presence is valuable.
“I don’t think you can underestimate the power of a phone call to
make a person feel welcome,” Superintendent Hayes said.
“It’s that personal touch that makes
a difference,” Ms. Nelson concurred.
Reaching out to new parents is a
way to make people feel more welcome, PTA Council District Legislative Team Chairman Jodi Heinz said,
adding that one phone call from a
friend encouraging her to attend a
meeting made a big difference.
Ms. Heinz agreed that removing
terms such as “executive council
meeting” and replacing them with a

less-threatening and simpler “PTA
meeting,” as suggested by PTA Council President Deborah Brody, also
would make people feel less intimidated about getting involved.
Others said events for new parents,
such as a parents’ social and holiday
party, which the schools have already
implemented in the past, have been
successful and could be used again in
the future.
Ms. Brody asked the board if it had
a stance or involvement regarding
legal residency and legal guardianship.
Thomas Beese, director of special
services, said his department investigates when it is believed that a child
is not legally a district resident or if
the legal guardianship presented to
the school is inaccurate.
During a discussion of corporate
sponsorship, BOE member Warren
McFall, chairman of the BOE’s policy
committee, said the district wants to
look into athletic sponsorship, but
that any advertisements would have
to be consistent with other policies.
“The sponsorship would in no way
be inside the classrooms,” board member Jane Costello said.
Regarding the budget, Business
Administrator Anthony Del Sordi said
his office works on the budget
throughout the year and asks for input from principals and other administrators.
If a cut has to be made in the
budget, Superintendent Hayes said,
officials first consider all things furthest from the classroom.
When the PTA-BOE dialogue came
to an end, attendees were given the
opportunity to ask both groups questions. One audience participant asked
the board to look into improving the
lighting at the entrance to Terrill
Middle School.
Parents also suggested future district programming for world language
education and a theater production at
the middle school level.
Superintendent Hayes said some
type of world language programming
could be possible through a distancelearning network.
One audience participant with a
theater background asked if it was
possible for a parent to volunteer to
direct and run a show with the middle
schools. Superintendent Hayes said a
totally parent-run production would
“probably not happen” due to legality, responsibility and liability issues,
but suggested getting in touch with
faculty and the individual middleschool principals.
“We can look into it,” Superintendent Hayes said. “I think the theater
arts are important for the kids to be
exposed to.”

Biunno Gets Probation
For Stealing from Church
MOUNTAINSIDE — William
Biunno of Mountainside was sentenced
last week to three years probation by
State Superior Court Judge Douglas
Fasciale for stealing over $20,000 from
his church during an 11-year period.
The 75-year-old former bank president pled guilty in October to thirddegree “theft by unlawful taking.”
As part of his probationary sentence,
Mr. Biunno is required to pay back the
church. According to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, Mr. Biunno turned
over a check for $16,000 to the judge
and is obligated to provide another
$6,000 within 60 days.
All proceeds will go to the Archdiocese of Newark, which oversees Our
Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic
Church in Mountainside where the theft
occurred — and where Mr. Biunno was
an active trustee, an usher and a member of the choir, according to Union
County Assistant Prosecutor William
Kolano.
Mr. Biunno was arrested on July 25,

2007, after a lengthy investigation
headed up by Sergeant Vincent
Gagliardi of the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office and Detective
Michael Jackson of the Mountainside
Police Department.
The thefts, many of which were recorded on the church’s security cameras, primarily occurred when Mr.
Biunno was supposed to place the
congregation’s donations into a receptacle during Sunday Mass.
“On the security tapes, Biunno could
be seen examining the money and
choosing a portion of the proceeds for
himself,” Mr. Gagliardi said.
The security camera was installed
after the church became suspicious
about a decrease in donations, authorities said.
Mr. Biunno will perform 100 hours
of community service for his probationary sentence.
“Ironically,” Mr. Kolano said, “he
has been assigned to perform his service in a church.”

GOP Endorse Candidates
For 7th Congr. District
AREA – State officials from Legislative District 21 released their endorsements Wednesday for candidates in the
GOP Primary Election, held June 3, to
replace Rep. Mike Ferguson, who is
not seeking reelection.
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), the Senate minority leader,
supported Senator Leonard Lance (LD23, Flemington) for Congress. Mr.
Lance previously served as Senate minority leader.
LD-21 Assemblymen Eric Munoz
of Summit and Jon Bramnick of
Westfield announced their support
Wednesday of former Summit Council
President Kelly Hatfield in her bid for

Congress.
The 7th Congressional District includes a large portion of Union County
encompassing most of the 21st Legislative District, which includes parts of
Union, Morris, Somerset and Essex
Counties.
Assemblywoman Linda Stender of
Fanwood, LD-22, is seeking the Democratic nod once again to be the party’s
candidate for the 7th Congressional
District in the General Election in November. Asw. Stender narrowly lost to
Rep. Ferguson in 2006. At this time,
Mrs. Stender faces no opposition in the
Democratic primary to be held Tuesday, June 3.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times

ENDORSEMENT...State Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), left, announced his endorsement of State Senator Leonard Lance (LD23, Flemington) yesterday at the Westfield Train Station.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader

ALL ABOARD...Downtown Westfield Corporation Board (DWC) of Directors
Chairman David Martone and Westfield Town Councilman Frank Arena welcome Andy Wasserman as a new member of the DWC boardon Monday night.
Pictured, left to right, are Mr. Martone, Mr. Wasserman and Mr. Arena.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Saturday, January 19, Gregory
Giresi, 25, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after a motor-vehicle stop at Kimball and Lawrence
Avenues. He was released on his own
recognizance to a responsible individual.
Saturday, January 19, Stephanie
Gabriel, 42, of Plainfield was arrested
on Elm Street on an outstanding
Fanwood warrant. She was released
after posting $750 bail.
Saturday, January 19, Joseph
Gachko, 50, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding Westfield warrant
after a motor-vehicle stop at East
Broad Street and Park Drive. He was
released after posting $225 bail.
Sunday, January 20, Frank
Macaluso, 18, of Plainfield was arrested and charged with DWI and
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana after a motorvehicle stop at Dudley Avenue and
Clark Street. He was released on his
own recognizance to a responsible
individual after he was issued summonses.
Sunday, January 20, Miriam
Romero, 23, of Plainfield was arrested on South Avenue and Crossway Place on an immigration violation detainer. She was turned over to
Immigration Customs Enforcement.
Friday, January 25, Diego
Navarrete, 21, of Elizabeth was arrested at South Avenue, East, and
Cacciola Place on an outstanding
warrant from Scotch Plains. He was
released after posting $89 bail.
Friday, January 25, Hector Olivo,
23, of Plainfield was arrested at South
Avenue and Boulevard on an outstanding Plainfield warrant. He was
released after posting $150 bail.
Saturday, January 26, three men
were arrested after a motor-vehicle
stop at South and Central Avenues
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and with underage possession
of alcohol.
The men, all 19 years old, were
identified as Nicholas Mitsingas of
Linden, Christopher Gallego of
Westfield and Jason Jeney of Clark.
They were released on their own recognizance with summonses.
Saturday, January 26, Amanda
Bracuto, 20, of Kenilworth was arrested on an outstanding Westfield
warrant on the 500 block of South
Avenue, East. She was processed and
released after posting $500 bail.
Saturday, January 26, after being
stopped for motor-vehicle violations,
Jennifer Flynn, 22, of Westfield was
arrested at Central and Roger Avenues on outstanding warrants from
Westfield and East Brunswick. The
warrants carried bail amounts of $233
and $550, respectively.
According to police, a search subsequent to the arrest showed Flynn
was in possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana, for
which she was released on her own
recognizance. She also posted total
bail on the warrants.
Monday, January 28, Christine
Malczanek, 21, of Scotch Plains was
arrested after a motor-vehicle stop at
North Avenue and Elmer Street and
charged with unlawful possession of
a hypodermic needle and possession
of ketamine, a tranquilizer used by
veterinarians.
According to police, Malczanek
was stopped for running a red light,
after which the hypodermic needle
and ketamine were discovered in her
possession. She was released pending a review by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office of the allegations.

RAZOR WIRE...The Union County
Prosecutor’s office released this photograph of the razor wire covered fence
at the Union County jail, which was
scaled in December by prisoners Otis
Blunt and Jose Espinosa during their
escape. The escapees have since been
captured.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, January 22, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported that
someone obtained his bankcard information and withdrew $600 from
his account.
Friday, January 25, Justin Brown,
28, of Dunellen was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after a motorvehicle stop.
Friday, January 25, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that someone called his house numerous times
at odd hours in the night.
Saturday, January 26, Christopher
Kramer, 23, of Piscataway was arrested for an outstanding warrant after a motor-vehicle stop.
Saturday, January 26, Kyle Lefaver,
28, of Garwood was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after a motorvehicle stop.
Sunday, January 27, Kenroy
Campbell, 26, of Newark was arrested for an outstanding warrant after a motor-vehicle stop.
Sunday, January 27, Linda LanceHudanich, 58, of Avenel was arrested
and charged with DWI after a motorvehicle stop for a moving violation.
According to police, a strong odor of
alcohol was detected at the time of
the stop. Lance-Hudanich was transported to headquarters where she was
released with a summons, police said.
Mountainside
Wednesday, January 23, Rafael
Perez, Jr., 30, of Secaucus was arrested following a motor-vehicle stop
on Route 22 for driving with a suspended license.
Wednesday, January 23, a patron
of a Route 22 theater reported that
someone smashed the rear window of
her vehicle while it was parked in the
lot. According to police, the victim’s
insurance card, registration and a
brown, medium-size purse containing a cell phone were removed from
the vehicle.
Police responded to a second incident at the theater involving another
vehicle that was broken into, where
access was gained by smashing the
rear window. According to police, a
purse containing personal items was
removed.
Wednesday, January 23, a patron
of a Route 22 restaurant reported that
someone smashed the driver’s side
window of his vehicle. According to
police, a laptop, a Palm Pilot and
other miscellaneous items valued at
$2,390 were removed from the vehicle.
The manager of the restaurant stated
that he has a surveillance video that
recorded the incident, police said.
The video revealed two male suspects, appearing to be Hispanic, who
exited a mini-van, after which one
male smashed the window of the
victim’s vehicle and removed the
items, police said. The incident is
under investigation, authorities said.
Saturday, January 26, a Route 22
liquor store reported that someone
placed a clothing collection receptacle in the parking lot without permission.

SID
Meeting
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ing towns have told him that they
would relocate to Scotch Plains if the
downtown were improved.
Mayor Marks said the initial reaction from business and property owners in nearly every town in New Jersey where a SID is established —
more than 60 in the past 20 years —
was one of opposition. He said no
SID, once established, has dissolved
itself.
Both the mayor and Mrs. Malool
spoke of the changed tone of this
week’s meeting compared to the meetings in 2003 and 2004.
“I’m hearing less negativity than
four years ago,” the mayor told the
group.
He later told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times he was “quite pleased
with the turnout and the overall tone
and enthusiasm” at the meeting. “It is
evident that more and more individuals are recognizing the potential benefits of the SID.”
As for the matter becoming a political issue, the mayor said that, “on
this particular issue, we cannot just
wet our fingers, stick them in the air,
and then cast a vote. That was the
mistake we made in 2004.”

Vote Tuesday
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Union County Prepares for
Presidential Primary

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Bryant’s Request to Use Funds
For Defense Rejected by ELEC
State election law officials have
rejected former state Senator Wayne
Bryant’s bid to use campaign donations he had received to pay legal bills
following his indictment last year on
federal corruption charges, according to an Associated Press report in
The Trentonian.
Mr. Bryant’s request to the state’s
Election Law Enforcement Commission (ELEC) marked the first time
anyone has sought to use campaign
money to mount a defense against
criminal charges. The commission
voted 3-0 that it is not a proper use of
campaign donations.
Casino Association Backs
Corzine’s Restructuring Plan
The Atlantic City Casino Association has backed Governor Jon Corzine’s
financial-restructuring and debt-reduction plan. The plan includes a 50-percent increase in tolls on the New Jersey
Turnpike, Garden State Parkway and
Atlantic City Expressway in 2010, 2014,
2018 and 2022. After 2022, tolls would
increase every four years until 2085 to
reflect inflation.
“This industry recognizes that without the resulting proceeds from the toll
increases, the state cannot reduce its
indebtedness by 50 percent and fund
transportation-infrastructure improvements for 75 years,” the group said.
Booker, Rothman Critical of
Clinton Comments Vs. Obama
As New Jersey’s Presidential Primary Day approaches, Newark
Mayor Cory Booker told The StarLedger he was “deeply disappointed”
by Senator Hillary Clinton’s efforts
to make an issue of Senator Barack
Obama’s comments praising former
President Ronald Reagan as an agent
of change.
“It begins to make our entire party
lose the moral high ground. It’s a very
risky strategy. It’s a scorched-Earth
strategy,” Mayor Booker said. “This

campaign has got to be about bigger
issues and unifying themes.”
Rep. Steve Rothman (DEnglewood) also was critical of Mrs.
Clinton’s comments. “When we are
faced with such unscrupulous and
dishonest tactics against Senator
Obama – and I’m sorry to say that
includes Sen. Clinton and her husband [President Bill Clinton] – those
have to be addressed. We have to
speak out and speak truth to the
Clintons’ disinformation and slander
campaign,” according to the The StarLedger.
Fred Thompson Drops Bid for
GOP Nomination for Pres.
Fred Thompson, a former United
States Senator and former cast member on NBC’s “Law and Order,” has
dropped his bid for the Republican
nomination for President following a
third-place showing in the South
Carolina Primary Election.
Former Massachusetts Senator Mitt
Romney, Senator John McCain and
former Arkansas Governor Mike
Huckabee are in a tight race for the
nomination heading into Tuesday’s
Super Tuesday Primary, when New
Jersey and 23 other states will hold
primaries.
Rivera Pleads Not Guilty
To Bribery, Attempted Extortion
Passaic Mayor Samuel Rivera has
pleaded not guilty to bribery and attempted extortion charges last week
following a FBI sting last year that
led to the arrests of 10 public officials, including two state legislators,
according to nj.com.
Mr. Rivera faces a maximum of 20
years in jail if convicted on all counts.
Obama Forms ‘Truth Squad’
To Respond to Hillary Clinton
The Barack Obama Campaign for
President has announced it has created a “truth squad” to respond to
what it claims are inacurrate comments coming from Hillary Clinton
and her campaign.

HAVE A ZAMBA DAY… Zamba Chicken has opened at 231 East South Avenue
in Westfield. The franchise is owned by Steven Haase. The restaurant’s signature
dish is barbecued chicken.

UC Clerk’s Office to Open
Saturday for Absentee Voters
ELIZABETH – The Union
County Clerk office will be open
this Saturday, February 2, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. for voters seeking
last-minute absentee ballots.
The office will be open as a public
service for those voters who will be
unable to vote at the polls in the
Presidential Primary Election this
Tuesday, February 5.
Walk-in applications are accepted
up to 3 p.m. on Monday, February 4,
the day before the Presidential Primary Election.
Voters will be able to drop-off
their completed absentee ballots at
the Union County Clerk’s office,
located at 2 Broad Street in Elizabeth. This option allows voters to
pick up their ballots, vote and deposit them in a secured lockbox –
all at the same office through 3 p.m.
on February 4.
Ms. Rajoppi said, “This option
makes voting more accessible, particularly for senior citizens.”
Completed ballots will be kept in a
secure lockbox by the Board of Elec-

Celebrate Children’s Dental
Health Month
Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group
Kristin Capalbo

tions, who will collect and count them.
The county clerk’s office has processed more than 3,000 absentee
ballots to date for the Presidential
Primary Election and expects the
number to exceed 4,000 by Primary
Day, Tuesday, February 5.
To obtain an application, voters
may download the form at ucnj.org/
ctyclerk/absent04.html but must bring
the completed application to the
county clerk’s office before 3 p.m. on
February 4.
For more information, contact the
Clerk’s office at (908) 527-4996.

Kristin Capalbo Joins
Cranford Law Firm
CRANFORD — The Cranford law
Firm of Dughi and Hewit, P.C. has
announced that Kristin Capalbo has
joined the firm as a matrimonial associate.
Ms. Capalbo was previously with
Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer P.A. in
Woodbridge, where she represented
clients in all areas of family law and
divorce.
Ms. Capalbo received her Juris
Doctor Degree from Seton Hall University School of Law in Newark. As
a member of the Seton Hall Legislative Journal, she worked as a legal
intern for former United States Senator, now Governor, Jon Corzine, where
she assisted constituents with international adoptions.
Ms. Capalbo received her undergraduate degree from American University in Washington, DC, where
she graduated magna cum laude.
Dughi and Hewit is located at 340
North Avenue in Cranford.

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry
Philip P. Graye, Jr. D.D.S.
Amith Majumdar, D.M.D.
Julie Jong D.M.D.
Laser Dentistry
Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolecents, and Special Needs

New Patients Welcome
www.kidsandsmiles.com
555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ
(908) 232-1231
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WESTFIELD – Union County voters will make history on Tuesday,
February 5, when they take part in the
first-ever solely Presidential Primary
Election. In previous years, the election was held along with federal, state,
county and municipal elections on
the first Tuesday in June.
“Everybody is under the misconception that this is the only primary.
There will still be a June primary.
This is just strictly for the President.
All your other primary [elections]
will still be held in June,” said Dennis
Kobitz, deputy administrator with the
Union County Board of Elections.
He also said the potential for a
snowstorm on the day of the election
is another “major stumbling block.”
“So, we really are concerned of
how much snow we get and if it will
be statewide and what the emergency
plan would be,” Mr. Kobitz said during a January 24 interview at The
Westfield Leader office. Mr. Kobitz
said his office has been touch with
municipal clerks, county and municipal public-works personnel, as well as
and school districts “in case it does
snow, to make sure that we are cleaned
out and ready to go before the election.”
He said if the election were postponed prior to the startup of the polls,
counties would need at least two
weeks to ensure that enough poll
workers were available for the new
election date. The county has more
than 1,700 poll workers. Spare poll
workers will be on standby at the
Board of Elections office in Elizabeth, the Summit city clerk’s office
and the election board’s warehouse in
Scotch Plains.
If the election began and had to be
changed due to bad weather, election
officials would have at least a month to
hold the election since polling machines would have to be reprogrammed
at the Board of Elections warehouse in
Scotch Plains. Mr. Kobitz noted that
the week of February 19 is the week
when many schools are closed.
“We are expecting more of a turnout [for the primary] than ever before
simply because, one, it is a Presidential [election]. Presidential [elections]
always brings out more voters than
any other [election],” Mr. Kobitz said.
“This is the first time that neither
party has a clear candidate going
in…This time, there is a wide-open
field out there for both parties.”
“We are looking at 40- to 50-percent [turnout],” Mr. Kobitz said.
Mr. Kobitz said residents, under new
election laws, could apply for absentee ballots without giving a reason. He
said voters could alleviate their worries about going out in adverse weather
conditions by voting absentee.
“Anyone can apply for an absentee
and vote from home,” he said.
Anyone who applies between now

and the deadline to file absentee ballots
will be listed in election books as having voted absentee. Voters who applied
for absentee ballots in the last week can
still vote at polling places via provisional ballots. These ballots are checked
to ensure that the individual only voted
once.
“Absentee ballots are counted on
Election Day. We double and triple
check to make sure they didn’t vote
the absentee before the provisional is
counted,” Mr. Kobitz said.
Unaffiliated voters can cast their
ballots in the Primary Election by
going to their polling places and selecting the party’s primary in which
they want to participate. They also
can change back to an unaffiliated
status by completing a yellow changeof-party-affiliation card at their municipal-clerk’s office.
He said federal election laws permit
a person to vote only once from “where
your official residence (is), where you
sleep.” Military members do not have
to be registered and can cast their ballots by using their last-known address.
Election officials remove the names
of all people who have moved out of the
county or have passed away since the
last election. Each town’s vital-statistics office sends the county the names
of deceased people over the age of 18.
In terms of creating a paper trail on
the new electronic voting machines,
Mr. Kobitz said election officials ask
that the printing device be phased in
gradually by adding a few towns at a
time. A voter would have the opportunity to view his or her vote before
casting it. Afterwards, a paper ballot
would be “dropped into a locked bag”
to be viewed by election officials as
part of an official recount of election
tallies.
The Board of Elections has a fourmember commission that is split evenly
between Democrats and Republicans
who are appointed to two-year terms
by the Governor, following the recommendation by their political parties.
Sample ballots for the election were
mailed this week to all registered
voters, Mr. Kobitz said. Those who
did not receive their ballots can call
(908) 527-4123 or go to ucnj.org/
electionboard.

Santiago Soto Joins
Tri-County Red Cross
ELIZABETH — The Tri-County Red
Cross has announced that Santiago Soto
of North Plainfield has joined the chapter
as senior director of service delivery. He
will oversee the delivery of disaster preparedness and relief, first aid/CPR and
other safety training, service to the Armed
Forces and medical transportation for
seniors and the indigent.
Mr. Soto previously was sergeant of
detectives in the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, retiring after 25 years
of service in 2007, where he worked on
drug use, child abuse, arson and autotheft cases.

Winter
Wednesdays

1/2 PRICE
HOT DOGS
EVERY WEDNESDAY!
WindMill of Westfield
256 E Broad Street (next to Rialto Theatre)
Parking Available in Rear
available at the Westfield location for a limited time only
not to be combined with any other offers or coupons
www.windmillhotdogs.com

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net
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GOP Congressional Hopefuls
Tout Records And Platforms
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CLARK — Five Republicans seeking the 7th-district congressional seat
being vacated by Rep. Mike Ferguson
gathered last week in Clark to introduce themselves and their platforms
to party officials and activists from
Union County.
Last Thursday’s two-hour program,
which was sponsored by the Clark
Republican Municipal Committee,
drew about 100 attendees, including
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Assemblymen Jon Bramnick and Eric
Munoz (all (LD-21, Westfield and
Summit), former Scotch Plains council members Joan Papen, William
McClintock and Frank Rossi, as well
as incumbent Councilwoman Nancy
Malool and Fanwood Councilman
Anthony Parenti.
Candidates seeking to oppose
Democratic State Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) in
November were given about five minutes to speak about their backgrounds
and some of the issues they will stress
in the months leading up to the June
3 primary.
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
who, on multiple occasions, labeled
himself “the across-the-board conservative,” said the “number-one issue facing America is homeland security and the fight against terrorism.” He said intelligence-gathering
and diplomatic efforts needed to be
improved and better utilized. “But
when they fail,” he said, “we cannot
hesitate to use our military.”
Mr. Marks said illegal immigration “must be thwarted,” calling it “a
drain on our economy, on our
healthcare and on our education.”
He also called traditional marriage
between a man and a woman “the
backbone of our nation and our civilization” and said it must be “championed and upheld.” Calling life
“God’s greatest gift to us,” the mayor
said it “must be cherished from conception to our last breath.”
Later, in response to a question on
healthcare, Mr. Marks said he would
favor eliminating health insurance and
replacing it with a medical IRA-type
system that would encourage consumers “to shop around” for medical
treatment and also drive down medical costs.
Addressing another question on the
mortgage-foreclosure crisis, he said,
“We should let the market take its
course. If you made a stupid decision,
you need to live by it,” he added,
referring to those who secured mort-

gages they could not afford. “If you
make mistakes, you can’t run to the
federal government for a bailout.”
The four other candidates also
stressed their conservative bona
fides, with Kate Whitman, daughter
of former Governor Christine
Whitman, calling herself “much
more conservative than my mother.”
She called for cuts in federal spending and noted she had signed a nonew-tax pledge.
“Government in Washington is broken,” Ms. Whitman said. She added
that she opposes amnesty for illegal
immigrants and favors a private-sector-oriented reform of healthcare. She
also touted her “proven ability to raise
money and go toe-to-toe with Linda
Stender.”
State Senator Leonard Lance criticized the “do-nothing Congress,” controlled by Democrats, which he said
had “engaged in gridlock with the
White House.” The Hunterdon County
Republican, in touting his 16-year
record in the State Legislature, said
Mrs. Stender “has a clear record of
raising taxes in Trenton, and she’ll do
the same in Washington.”
While saying he did not oppose all
abortions, Senator Lance pointed out
that he had voted in Trenton to ban
partial-birth abortions and favored
parental notification when a minor
was considering an abortion. He also
said he opposed civil unions and domestic partnerships for same-sex
couples.
Former Summit Council President
Kelly Hatfield said she favored
making President Georged W. Bush’s
tax cuts permanent while also cutting
federal spending and the size of the
federal government.
“I promise to never raise taxes,”
she told the attendees last week. She
vowed to “fight to ensure the military
has the resources” it needs in the fight
against terrorism and said it is
important that “the borders and ports
are secure.” She said that while she is
“personally pro-life,” she doesn’t “like
the government interfering in personal
decisions.”
Christopher Venis, a former deputy
mayor of Hillsborough and aide to
former Rep. Bob Franks, criticized
Mrs. Stender’s legislative record of
“raising taxes year after year after
year. As a small-business owner, he
said, “I feel what you people feel.” He
said he would not go to Washington
to “sing Kumbaya with [House
Speaker] Nancy Pelosi,” adding that
“left-wing Democrats do not work
with Republicans.”
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Volunteer Critical of Sale
Of Anniversary Magazine
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FREE SPEECH?… Steve Lonegan, left, discusses his recent arrest outside one of
Governor Jon Corzine’s town-hall meetings with William Vogt, a senior at
Wardlaw-Hardridge School in Edison and student-view writer with The Westfield
Leader and The Times.

Lonegan Visits Wardlaw,
Speaks of ‘Chilling’ Arrest
By WILLIAM J. VOGT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EDISON – “We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men are created equal and are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable
rights, amongst them are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.”
Steve Lonegan, the former Republican mayor of Bogota and currently
a vocal activist for small government,
quoted these famous words from the
Declaration of Independence just days
after an encounter with police in Cape
May County.
Charged with trespassing on public property, Mr. Lonegan was arrested along with radio personality
Seth Grossman while holding a protest outside Middle Township High
School, where Governor Jon Corzine
was holding a town-hall meeting to
promote his plan to raise tolls in order
to address the state’s fiscal situation.
Undeterred by such an incident,
Mr. Lonegan, now the New Jersey
state director of the group Americans
For Prosperity, spoke to high-school
students at Edison’s WardlawHartridge School on January 24.
“I went to Jon Corzine’s town-hall
meeting in Cape May on Saturday to
oppose his [toll] plan. They didn’t
like that, so they arrested me in front

of a group of 15 people who were
listening to me speaking.”
Describing the situation, Mr.
Lonegan said he was surrounded by
six or seven police officers, his hands
were cuffed behind his back and he
was sent to a police station. While at
the police station, he said that he was
handcuffed to a cell wall for about an
hour. In the end, he was given a trespassing ticket and was released.
Even after an apology was issued
to him, Mr. Lonegan said he was still
disturbed by the police action.
“Too late. Too late,” he said, referring to the apology in an interview
with The Westfield Leader and The
Times after his presentation. “It was a
very oppressive and chilling experience.”
Mr. Lonegan said he holds fiscally
conservative beliefs that seem to put
him at odds with those in Trenton,
even those in his own party.
“We have a one-party system [in
New Jersey] – the party of big spenders,” he added. “They’re (the elected
officials currently in power) very unhappy with my criticisms. They want
to manage their show. They use their
government power to go after me.”
Middle Township authorities have
said they plan to drop charges against
Mr. Lonegan and Mr. Grossman.

ELIZABETH — A volunteer who
submitted articles for last year’s publication marking Union County’s
150th anniversary questioned why
the publication was sold at $15 per
copy at Barnes & Noble stores.
Charles Shallcross of Elizabeth, a
member of the Union County Historical Society, told the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, “It’s a
very nice magazine, but I don’t think
it’s worth $15.”
He said he thought the publication
was free and questioned the cost,
given the numbers of volunteers who
helped provide the content.
Union County One Hundred Fiftieth Anniversary Magazine was published by Laurinda Publications, located on Route 22 in Mountainside.
Laurinda publishes Union County
Voice.
Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski,
who chaired the 150th-anniversary
committee, of which Mr. Shallcross
was a member, said the county went
out to bid and Laurinda won the
contract. She said the magazine was
published with “no cost to the
county.”
Ms. Kowalski said free copies of
the magazine are available from the
county.
Mr. Shallcross said Laurinda received $100,000 in advertising revenue from the magazine and, thus,
should not have put the publication in
stores at a charge.
“It’s not right… It’s certainly not
ethical,” he told the board.
In other business, the board approved a resolution to authorize the
county manager to sign a $120,000
“revenue-producing agreement” with
Overlook Hospital to co-sponsor
MusicFest in 2008, 2009 and 2010,
as well as this year’s Kids Traveling
Jubilee.
The board also approved resolutions for issuance of $83.7 million in
general-improvement bonds, $15.7
million in Union County VocationalTechnical Schools bonds and $5.6
million in Union County College
bonds.
County Finance Department Director Larry Caroselli said the county
would hold a bonds sale on February
20.

“We should do very well under the
current market conditions,” he said.
Mr. Caroselli said the county was
temporarily financing projects with
notes, but officials decided this was
the time to permanently fund capital
projects.
Tina Renna of Cranford, president
of the Union County Watchdog Association, questioned the appointment
of Margaret Devanney as vice president of the Union County VocationalTechnical (Vo-Tech) School Board of
Election.
Ms. Renna pointed out that Ms.
Devanney is the mother of County
Manager George Devanney and the
sister of the State Senator Ray Lesniak
(LD-20, Elizabeth).
County Counsel Robert Barry said
Ms. Devanney and Charles Mancuso,
who was appointed Vo-Tech president, were both reappointed to their
current administrative posts by the
Vo-Tech board. Their terms run
through October 31, 2011.
Bruce Paterson of Garwood asked
freeholders attending the upcoming
New Jersey Chamber of Commercesponsored train trip to Washington,
D.C., to submit reports detailing the
excursion.
“Everyone piles on the train and
goes to Washington,” Mr. Paterson
said.
He said the public would like “to
see some kind of results” from the
trip. The trip is scheduled from January 31 to February 1.
Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada said the trip is an opportunity
for “industry and government” to get
together.
“We deal with Washington constantly in many of the projects the
county [is involved in],” Mr. Estrada
said.
The board approved a resolution to
apply for another Public Archives,
Records Infrastructure Support
(PARIS) grant, this time for $1.3 million in 2008-2009.
Union County was awarded
$739,700 in 2007, $1.3 million in
2006 and $1 million in 2005, according to the state’s PARIS grant
webpage.
The freeholders will hold an
agenda meeting tonight at 7 p.m. and
a public meeting on Thursday, February 7.

Dreams begin here . . .

Free

Seminars
On Selected
Thursday Evenings
6:30pm-8:30pm

Attendance is limited to 20 persons.
Please call and register for one of the
following dates:

Feb 7, Mar 13 or Apr 17
Depending on response, additional
dates may be available.

44 South Martine Avenue
Fanwood, NJ
908-322-2207
www.thebathconnection.com
Appointments Suggested
Tues. thru Sat. 9:30 am – 5:30 pm
Evenings by Appointment

FOR

Come Visit Our Beautiful Showroom!

30 YEARS . . .

BIG BOTTLES FOR THE BIG GAME
Cardeto Rupestro
Umbria Rosso 1.5L
$11.99

Manta Sauvignon
Blanc 1.5L
$11.99

Let’s face it – there just isn’t
much in large format
chardonnay that you really
want to drink – let alone
serve to your guests. This is
the exception. Some wellbalanced oak notes blend
with melon, fig and pear to
make a refreshing, rather
than oppressive version of
chardonnay.

When you put sausages on
the grill and start smelling
the spices and the sizzling
juices, you want something
easy to drink but complex
enough to handle all the
flavors. This blend of
montepulciano and
sangiovese is the perfect
match. Dried red fruit
tones and earthy spice
flavors blend perfectly.

Inexpensive doesn’t get any
better than this. Light and
crisp on the palate, this is
filled with grapefruit,
tropical notes and lemon.
Perfect before dinner, or
with salads and lighter
chicken dishes. At this price
you can have the whole
neighborhood over.

Has Represented Individuals
Involved in Accidents

A FEW OF OUR ALL-PRO MICRO BREWS...
Dog Fish 60 Minutes / Indian Brown / Raison D’Etre 6pk 12oz.....$7.99
Smuttynose IPA / old Brown Dog / Lager/ Pale Ale 6pk 12oz.....$7.99
Green Flash IPA / Nut Brown Ale 6pk 12oz.....$8.99
Southampton Double White Ale 6pk 12oz.....$8.99
Red Seal Ale 6pk 12oz.....$7.99
Lion Stout 6pk 12oz.....$8.99
Boulder Hazed & Infused 6pk 12oz.....$8.99
Left Hand Milk Stout 6pk 12oz.....$9.99
Troegs Mad Elf 6pk 12 oz.....$11.99

Corona / Corona Lt 2/12 pk Btls.....$23.99 / case
Heineken / Heineken Lt Loose 24 Btls.....$23.99 / case
Sam Adams / Sam Adams Lt 2/12 pk Btls.....$24.99/case
Bud / Bud Lt / Bud Select 30pk cans.....$18.99 / case
Coors / Coors Lt 30pk cans.....$18.99 / case
Miller Draft / Miller Lite 30pk cans.....$18.99 /case

JON BRAMNICK
Certified Trial Attorney
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

WINTER SPECIAL!
% Any 2 bottles of wine
OFF with this coupon

10

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded.
750ml only. Expires 02/06/08

Nowatat
Now
Peterson’s
Peterson’s
Wines
Wines

A Southern French blend of
Grenache, syrah, carignan
and mourvedre, this wine
will go happily with
burgers, ribs, or just
sipping. Lots of dark berry
and cherry fruit with little
hints of black pepper. You
might even want to try this
with nachos.

Your Favorite Vodka

HOUSEHOLD FAVORITES AND MUCH MORE...

JON BRAMNICK

La Vieille Ferme
Cotes Du Ventoux
Rouge 1.5L $14.99

Cockatoo Ridge
Chardonnay 1.5L
$14.99

Check out
our Fine
Cigar
Selection!

Absolut 80 $29.99 1.75L
Ketel One $36.99 1.75L
Grey Goose $27.99 750ml
Smirnoff $19.99 1.75L
Stolichnaya $32.99 1.75L
Skyy $21.99 1.75L
Wolfschmidt $13.99 1.75L
Gordons $15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label $29.99 1.75L
Chivas Regal $57.99 1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black $57.99 1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red $30.99 1.75L
Clan MacGregor $16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels $37.99 1.75L
Jim Beam $25.99 1.75L
Seagrams 7 $16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire $36.99 1.75L
Tanqueray $32.99 1.75L
Hendricks $28.99 750ml
Beefeater $29.99 1.75L
Gordons $15.99 1.75L
Seagrams $16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum

Captain Morgan $25.99 1.75L
Bacardi Silver $19.99 1.75L
Bacardi Gold $19.99 1.75L
Malibu $25.99 1.75L

%
%
20OFF
10 OFF

Any 12 btls. or
more of wine

Any 6 btls. or
more of wine

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.

HOURS: Mon. - Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm
We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last. Not responsible for typographical errors. All prices do not include state sales tax.
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Unaffiliated NJ Voters Can Vote
Tuesday in the Pres. Primary
It seems to be “hush-hush.” In that 60 percent of
New Jersey registered voters are unaffiliated with a
political party; many don’t realize that they can vote
in the New Jersey Presidential Primary on February
5, “Super Tuesday.” Primary elections have seldom
been meaningful in New Jersey, so few people voted
– and those unaffiliated with a political party have
forgotten (or never knew) that they have the right to
vote in this, or in other New Jersey primaries.
To us, it’s interesting that the political parties and
the candidates are not advertising or promoting this
fact, nor are the candidates wooing the unaffiliated
voters in New Jersey. It seems that more attention is
being paid to promoting absentee ballots – a little
scary in our view as absentee ballots have been
blamed for increasing the chance of voter fraud.
An unaffiliated registered voter can walk into his
or her normal polling place on Primary Election Day
and ask for a Democrat or Republican ballot and vote
on the spot. They can only vote in the primary for one
party. Upon voting, they become added to the roles
of that party.
This voter can then decide – if he or she wishes –
to return to unaffiliated status (or become a member
of another political party). To do so, they can go to
their municipal clerk’s office and change their party
affiliation (back to unaffiliated, or to another party,
a process that takes 50 days to clear). If they do not
make the change, their status will stay as a member
of the party for which they voted.
The League of Women Voters, at lwv.org, writes,
“Registered voters may only vote in a primary for
one party’s candidates, and they must have declared
an affiliation with that party. If you declared a party
affiliation when you registered, you may vote in that
party’s primary. If you did not declare a party affiliation when you registered, you may do so at the polls
the first time you vote in a primary election. After
that, you will retain this party affiliation unless you
file a form to change your party declaration.”
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick’s office in Westfield
confirmed that unaffiliated registered voters can vote in
either the Republican or Democratic Primary, but they
will have to make a party declaration at the polling
place. They would indeed be able to “switch” back to
unaffiliated or to another party, but they would have to
do so 50 days prior to the next primary election.
There will not be any state races on the ballot on
February 5. The February 5 primary is only for the
Presidential race; the state’s regular primary will be
held on June 3. According to lwv.org, “Currently in
New Jersey, only the Democratic and Republican
parties qualify for primary elections…You do not

have to declare a political party choice when you
register to vote in New Jersey. You may declare a
party affiliation when you register, but you are not
required to do so. Note that ‘independent’ is a political party, and if registered as such, one is not ‘unaffiliated.’”
For the first time in 25 years (since 1984), New
Jersey has a meaningful Presidential Primary election. Prior to this year, the New Jersey Presidential
Primary in June was at the end of the line for the
nation along with Montana and the primary election
was already decided as the prospective Democratic
and Republican nominees for President had received
the required number of delegates for their party’s
nomination. The New Jersey Stare Legislature voted
in 2007 to move the Presidential Primary from June
to February to provide the state some influence in the
election.
The General Election for President will be held on
Tuesday, November 4, and all registered voters are
eligible to vote in the General Election. Voters may
vote for candidates of any party in the General
Election.
Having unaffiliated voters participate in primary
elections can produce interesting results. Perhaps a
large turnout of unaffiliated voters could upset the
party’s inside choice. Anti-candidate campaigns could
be run, in which voters turn out not for a candidate
but against a candidate (by voting for their opponent).
Given all the “what ifs,” we support a high voter
participation in primary elections. We urge unaffiliated voters to show up at their polling places, pick a
candidate and vote for someone (or against someone). Remember to file for a change-of-party status
within 50 days of the next primary to keep all options
open.
The deputy administrator of the Union County
Board of Elections, Dennis Kobitz, helped clear up
some of the voting issues in New Jersey at our office
in Westfield last week. We urge our readers to see the
videotaped interview at goleader.com.
As it turns out, unaffiliated voters actually have
more flexibility than affiliated voters in that they can
either support a candidate or cast a “poison pill”
against a party candidate, while, afterwards, returning to unaffiliated status.
We hope to see a 50 percent or higher turnout in
this election. Could it be that unaffiliated Primary
Election voters may actually decide who gets New
Jersey’s delegates in the Democratic and Republican
Primary races? Remember, polls are open from 6
a.m. to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, February 5.

Gov. Corzine Comes to Cranford
At press time Wednesday evening, Governor Jon
Corzine was speaking with and listening to area
residents at Union County College in Cranford about
his proposal to substantially increase New Jersey
Turnpike and Garden State Parkway tolls and to sell
the future collections for present-day cash to pay for
some of the past unfunded borrowing and to fund
more state spending.
We have been, and are, critical of this plan. We
believe the Governor’s proposal mortgages the future of our children and does not correct the

longstanding structural malfeasance in Trenton, greed
at the Statehouse and unconstitutional spending beyond our means.
The Governor has challenged his critics to offer
alternatives to solving the fiscal calamity facing state
government in New Jersey. We will humbly present
our alternatives next week, and we seek your help
with this daunting task. Provide us with you thoughts
to share with the Governor. Please e-mail your
comments to editor@goleader.com and refer to supporting information posted at goleader.com.
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Republican Caucus News

Spending Must Be Cut to Solve
New Jersey’s Fiscal Crisis
By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield

Members of the Senate Republican
caucus will refrain from voting “yes”
on any bill spending state money, at
least until Governor Jon Corzine’s
budget address scheduled for February 26. The caucus will define new
spending bills as those with either an
appropriation, necessary to effectuate the legislation, or a fiscal note
identifying a known impact on the
state budget.
In Governor Corzine’s own words,
our ongoing fiscal crisis “has morphed
into a financial emergency.”
The Republican Caucus has an
obligation to set the example, to demonstrate to the people of New Jersey
that the party of fiscal responsibility
will lead the charge towards a sane
budget that is accountable to the
people. This obligation includes say-

ing ‘no’ to new spending – even for
the most worthy of legislative goals.
The people of New Jersey are speaking clearly to the Legislature and to
the Governor: Get your own house in
order before you ask for more from
the over burdened toll payers and
taxpayers.
According to the non-partisan Office of Legislative Services (OLS),
more than $50 million in supplemental spending was added to the fiscal
year 2008 budget. This figure does
not include the monies added to the
budget during this January’s lameduck session which amount to an
additional $10 to $20 million.
We call on our colleagues on the
other side of the aisle to join with us
in taking a fiscal ‘time out’ on new
spending.

Letters to the Editor
Safety on Dorian Road Should Not
Wait for High-School-Parking Plan
Recently the Westfield Town Council
unanimously endorsed a parking mandate, on the first reading, which dealt with
addressing safety and poor driving lineof-sight along North Scotch Plains Avenue in the fourth ward. After dialoguing
with area residents, as well as the town
traffic-safety consultant, the council
clearly saw an issue and quickly took
action to address pedestrian- and trafficsafety concerns by recommending the
installation of no-parking signs.
In order to address the hazard of the
traffic and parked cars, the town felt it
best to have an improved line-of-sight so
that drivers could see up and down the
street. Well done, makes perfect sense.
This provides increased safety for neighborhood drivers, especially in cases when
people are making a turn from a side
street.
Improved line-of-sight so that drivers
can see better up and down the street;
Improved safety for residents, pedestrians and drivers, I’m all for it.
How about the line-of-sight safety issue along Dorian Road, Place and Court?
Residents have been dialoguing with past
and present council members about this
issue since 2003. I ask current council
members and town traffic-safety consultant officials to have a look at the traffic
line-of-sight, driver- and pedestrian-safety
issue along this section of Dorian Road,
especially during the morning hours. Cars
that line up along both sides of Dorian
Road prevent a clear line-of-sight made
worse because of the bend in the road.
People who have driven along Dorian
Road weekdays between 7:20 a.m. and 3
p.m. know how dangerous negotiating
the bend in the road has become, especially when a car is heading towards you.
The residents of Dorian Road, Place
and Court need some relief, too! It has

become very hazardous to make a turn
onto Dorian Road from the side streets of
Dorian Place and Court because of a lack
of line-of-sight.
Ever since WHS banned students from
parking on WHS grounds, all student cars
have been pushed out onto the streets. In
addition, to further complicate the matter,
parking restrictions were put in place
along certain select streets near WHS,
which only made the situation worse by
forcing students further away from the
high school in search of parking. Is the
BOE going to add the proposed 100 student-parking spots on WHS grounds over
this summer by using some of the leftover WHS Bond Addition monies? Is the
town council going to have in place a fair
burden-sharing comprehensive streetparking plan around WHS for September
2008? Are these safety and quality-of-life
issues going to be jointly addressed by
these two bodies of government in time
for September 2008?
Time will tell. If not, then the line-ofsight safety issue on Dorian Road should
be addressed quickly, just like the line-ofsight safety issue along North Scotch Plains
Avenue with use of mandated parking
restriction signs. Examples of such signs
currently being used are the no-parking
school-days signs (on Edgar Road), the
two-hour-limit signs (on Westfield Avenue), or alternate-side odd-even day with
permitted residents excluded signs, which
Cranford put uniformly around their high
school a few years ago. The safety of the
residents, pedestrians and drivers along
Dorian Road should not be jeopardized or
placed on hold while we wait for a comprehensive WHS parking plan that gets students parking back on WHS grounds and
off neighborhood streets.
Mike Nemeth
Westfield

Former Town Historian Speaks of
‘The Village Green that Never Was’
Editor’s Note: Dr. Hall previously
served as town historian and is replying to an e-mail concerning a program sponsored by the Westfield Historical Society and preservation commission dealing with “Understanding Historic Preservation.” Dr. Hall
is still actively researching the early
history of Westfield and the history of
the Reeve House.
I wish I could join you in the discussion
on February 1. Let’s talk about Westfield’s
unique “village green” in the center of
town, even though it doesn’t fit all your
criteria.
It extends from Quimby Street to East
Broad Street, centers on the railroad depot and firehouse, embraced by the post
office, our main business district, two
large churches and the Lord & Taylor
store site. It shows as a dotted line in our
oldest sketch of Westfield as of 1734.

This all started in 1700, with an unrecognized bit of civic planning by John
Harriman in his first survey of the West
Fields of Elizabeth.
Harriman’s original notes suggest a
chain of three commons areas along East
Broad Street. The first log church in 1728
was built on the south corner of the first
commons, on the old road to Elizabeth,
now Benson Place. The church was moved
within three years to the second commons
area, the present center of town. The third
vanished...
The center is still there – perhaps because it was absorbed and treated separately by the family of a leading citizen,
Samuel Marsh. His daughter, Hannah,
and her husband, William Miller, were
the first family to move out into the West
Fields area, in 1727. So, it is part of our
very beginnings.
Dr. Homer Hall
Exeter, N.H.

Samuel Requests That Raw Budget
Numbers Be Made Public ASAP
Last week, Michael Brinker, executive
director of the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA), and Robert Materna,
secretary/treasurer of the RVSA, made a
presentation to the Scotch Plains Township Council, providing a projection of
the fees Scotch Plains will be paying to
the RSVA for each year in the foreseeable
future.
This year, our RVSA fees will increase
by a manageable amount of about

Leader/Times Sets
Internship Program
WESTFIELD — The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
invite area college and high-school students with an interest in journalism and
newspaper operations to apply to the 2008
Summer Internship Program. The
longstanding program will be divided into
two types of part-time, paid internships:
staff interns and correspondent interns.
The staff intern program will accept a
limited number of students to work alongside the office staff in a work/study environment with hands-on assignments involving operations, writing, photography,
copyediting, graphic design, layout, video,
communications and the Internet.
The correspondent intern program will
accept a limited number of students to
undertake reporting assignments, such as
covering local meetings and events for
publication.
The newspaper staff will guide the
interns on journalistic standards and accountability. The staff intern program
will require greater time, while the correspondent program will be more flexible.
Applicants may apply to either or both
programs. The newspaper advisory committee will complete the selection process by early spring. Application to the
program must be done online at
goleader.com/internship before by March
8. Early registration is recommended.

$100,000 but will jump by about $700,000
in 2009 and will stay at that level for about
15 years.
The cause of these increases is primarily due to debt service. In 2009, debt
service will account for about 46 percent
of our RVSA fee. Ignoring whatever increase in the Scotch Plains debt service
occurs due to recent and planed capital
expenditures, the total debt service related expense in the 2009 Scotch Plains
Municipal Budget will be $2,300,000.
This is 16 percent of the Scotch Plains
municipal taxes for 2007 (the last year for
which data is available).
The increase in debt-service-related
expenses suggests that it is time for the
taxpayers of Scotch Plains to take a hard
look at our township finances. There is a
need to set priorities and to plan for the
future so as to control taxes, which ultimately effect the value of our homes.
The focus of our township council and
municipal manager should be on setting
and articulating their priorities with regard
to tax rate, appropriate level of surplus to
be maintained, services to be provided,
how services should be funded and ways
of dealing with the increasing expenses.
The public should have an opportunity
to express its priorities as well. A budget
should then be prepared and discussed
based on decided priorities.
While our municipal manager has already resigned, and our mayor has announced that he will probably not run for
reelection, we will all be paying taxes
after they are gone.
This year’s budget process should take
the future into account and not be just a
last hurrah for those who are leaving. This
suggests that any raw numbers that relate
to budget planning should be made available to the council and public as soon as
possible and not wait for the state to
clarify the budget caps before doing so.
Dick Samuel
SP DEM Committee Chairman
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Torpescence – A state of insensibility; numbness
2. Homilist – A sermonizer; preacher
3. Imparl – To hold mutual discourse
4. Philogynist – A person who loves
women
LIMACEOUS
1. Interlaced or linked
2. Like a snail or slug
3. In geology, marked with scars or
crevices
4. Solidified; hardened
PHARE
1. Concise; brief; to the point
2. A lighthouse
3. Literary works
4. Soreness of the eyes
SPODOGENOUS
1. Having the character of waste matter
2. Having only a particially developed
spinal cord
3. Producing many offspring
4. Producing a freak of nature; a monstrosity
LATIGO
1. Range of vision or sight
2. A condition causing stumbling or
staggering
3. Readiness of mind in managing operations; mental adroitness
4. Spanish strap with which a saddle
girth is adjusted

Letters to
the Editor
Reader Corrects Deer
Classification in Paper
I just saw the caption underneath the
deer here in Scotch Plains. He hangs out
over at Terrill Middle School.
I’m an amateur naturalist, and I’d just
though I’d point out that the deer is not an
albino but rather a piebald.
It is theorized that this is a recessive
genetic trait, and the deer usually become
more prevalent due to overpopulation of
a deer herd.
Many piebald deer have skeletal deformities such as short legs, bowing of the
nasal bone, arching of the backbone and
heart defects.
So much for the country life here in
Scotch Plains.
Sean Murphy
Scotch Plains

Summit Resident
Supports ‘Fair Tax’
Voters can send a message that the Fair
Tax matters when they go to the polls on
February 5 to choose Presidential candidates.
The Fair Tax is a seminal tax-reform
bill in Congress, with 72 sponsors. The
tax is a progressive national retail sales
tax on all new goods and services, once
and only once.
The Fair Tax replaces payroll and selfemployment taxes, death taxes, individual
income taxes, corporate income taxes and
the Internal Revenue Service.
The measure is revenue-neutral and
features a so-called “pre-bate” to make it
progressive and fair to the poor. The Fair
Tax, if enacted, would stop the punishment of thrift, effort and productivity.
Here are the candidates and where they
stand on the Fair Tax:
Republicans: Mike Huckabee –
strongly in favor (Mike Huckabee has
made the Fair Tax a central theme of his
campaign); Rudolph Giuliani – opposed;
Alan Keyes – strongly in favor; John
McCain – opposed; Ron Paul – supports
as an interim measure; Mitt Romney –
opposed.
Democrats: Hillary Clinton – no stated
position; John Edwards – no stated position; Mike Gravel – strongly in favor;
Barack Obama – no stated position.
Jim Bennett
Americans for Fair Taxation, Summit

Student Recommends
Donating Instruments
I am a seventh-grader at Roosevelt
School in Westfield. I am celebrating my
Bar-Mitzvah in June and have been trying
to figure out what kind of mitzvah project
would be meaningful to me and helpful to
others. I thought about what is significant
to me in my everyday life. It was clear to
me that the answer is music. I play two
different instruments in both my free time
and in my school band. It is something I
truly love. I wish all kids had the opportunity to discover if music is something
they would love, too.
I researched music-related charitable
organizations and came across Mr.
Holland’s Opus (mhopus.org), an organization that donates used and new instruments to schools nationwide whose students can not afford to rent them. By
giving instruments to these schools, the
students get a chance to learn and enjoy
playing music.
Please consider giving a musical instrument that you or your child is not
using any more. The foundation accepts
all orchestra and band instruments as well
as guitars that are in good condition. They
will not accept other instruments such as
accordions and electric pianos.
Send instruments to: Mr. Holland’s
Opus Foundation, 15125 Ventura Blvd.
Suite 204 Sherman Oaks, CA 91403. Include your name and address to receive an
appraisal for tax purposes. Also, please
include my name.
Roosevelt, Edison, Washington,
McKinley, Franklin and Wilson schools
will have a box in the front hall to collect
donations from February 4 to 11. Or bring
them to my house at 23 Cornwall Drive.
Thank you so much, you will make
many kids happy.
Austin Fishman
Westfield
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County Clerk’s Office Sees
$3-Mil. Drop in Revenue

GO GIANTS…For 36 consecutive years, the Walshes of Westfield continue
their Super Bowl party tradition. Pictured at last year’s party, from left to right,
are: Joe Dattoli, Jim Suessman, Mike Walsh (wearing a 30th-anniversary Tshirt), Al Galluzzo, Tom Dougherty, Frank Cicio, John Tarantino and Paul
Monacelli.

Walshes Continue 36-Year
Super Bowl Party Tradition
WESTFIELD — For 36 consecutive
years, Michael and Darielle Walsh of
Westfield have hosted a Super Bowl
party for college friends and neighbors.
The initial group met in 1964 as members of the Seton Hall University chapter of the Pershing Rifles, an ROTC
military drill team fraternity. After
graduation, the men served in the Army,
stationed in Vietnam. Upon their return, most resettled in New Jersey.
The first Super Bowl party in 1973
was held in a small apartment in
Parsippany with a modest brunch and
11 adults and one child attending. Over
the years, the party has grown to more
than 50 guests, including spouses, children, grandchildren and friends, with
an elaborate dinner being served.
Food is an important element in the
celebration, and the menus often reflect the teams playing in the Super
Bowl. Mrs. Walsh serves a large buffet on a ping-pong table in their rec.
room. She prepares the menus and

food for the party.
The Walshes have been recording
the group’s history (anniversaries,
births, graduations, first-time guests,
etc.) on a timeline that is tacked up on
the wall and is updated each year for
the party. What started out on a roll of
paper three-feet long is now a 20-foot
timeline with 35 years of history. The
Walshes recognize special anniversaries of their guest by providing commemorative T-shirts, mugs and cup
holders with logos designed by their
sons, Corey and Ryan.
The party tradition has survived
many potential show-stopping events.
In 1974, Mrs. Walsh was 9 months
pregnant with their oldest son, Corey.
Another year, Mr. Walsh was away on
business, and on multiple occasions,
a snowstorm threatened to cancel the
party.
This year, the party guests expect
an exciting game and hope for a win
for the Giants in the Super Bowl.

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Hatfield Calls for Tax Cuts,
Incentives for Small Businesses
SUMMIT – “It’s all about cutting
taxes, maintaining and creating jobs,”
P. Kelly Hatfield, Republican candidate for Congress representing New
Jersey’s 7th District, said. “It is imperative that the federal, state and
local governments recognize that
small businesses are the backbone of
local economies and are a necessary
part of the bigger economic picture.”
“The proposed bi-partisan Federal
Economic Stimulus Package is purely
a shortterm ‘shot in the arm solution’
that is not enough to grow the
economy. Congress needs a longrange plan, and it should start with reauthorizing the Bush tax cuts. The
largest GDP since 2000 took place
after the 2003 tax cuts, which made
immediate and longterm reductions
on investment and marginal income-

Lemon Law Bill Moves
From Senate Comm.
TRENTON – By a 5-0 vote, the State
Senate Commerce Committee this week
approved sending Lemon Law legislation, S-454, to the full Senate for consideration. The legislation proposes expanding consumer-protection coverage on new
car and motorcycle purchases from 18,000
to 24,000 miles while maintaining the
two-year limit. Senators Barbara Buono
(D-Middlesex) and Nicholas Scutari (DLinden) sponsor the bill.
“New Jersey’s Lemon Law is over 17
years old. Given that our driving habits
have changed in that time, the law needs
to be updated,” said Senator Buono.
In addition, the bill would create a
distinction between general defects and
defects that are “likely to cause death or
serious bodily injury.” For those defects
that are likely to cause death or serious
bodily injury, the manufacturer would
have just one chance to fix the defect
before the car would have to be replaced.
For non-lethal defects, dealers would be
held to the current standard.

ELIZABETH — Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi reported last
week that revenue in her office
dropped $4.2 million last year due to
what she described as “a skittish realestate market and unstable subprimemortgage industry.”
Document recordings declined by
12 percent in 2007, causing revenue
from those filings to decrease 6 percent, or $3 million, to $45.3 million.
Demand for passports resulted in
an 8-percent jump from 13,488 in
2006 to 14,624 in 2007. Subscriptions to the county clerk’s property
website, available to frequent users
such as title companies and banks,
were up 8 percent.
Ms. Rajoppi said 1.7-million individual searches were conducted on
the website in 2007, an average of
141,000 per month, for a 40 percent
hike over 2006. The website gives
individuals and businesses access to
images of deeds, mortgages and other
documents.
The clerk’s office built a computerredundancy program in 2007 for their
disaster-recovery plan. This required
technical installation and special environmental additions to the computer room. The clerk reported a

shared-service agreement is being
negotitated with another government
entity to house the duplicate program
off-site as required by law.
In addition to processing passports,
recording real-estate transactions,
deeds and mortgages, Ms. Rajoppi
administers elections laws in the
county.
In 2007, she oversaw six elections
– Primary, General, School Board,
and a special school election in
Westfield and both a municipal and
runoff elections in Hillside.
“[Last year] marked the continuing
implementation statewide of the federal America Vote Act, which necessitated the implementation of a statewide voter-registration system that
became effective for the General Election,” said the clerk.
Also, a $305,000 PARIS grant was
utilized to create a 150-year microfilm inventory of property records
and to restore 78 atlas books of county
maps dating back to 1905.
Another $305,000 grant from 2006
was used to upgrade the clerk’s computer-database system and purchase
a “redundant-computer system” as
part of her office’s “disaster-recovery
program” to be housed off-site.

SP Business and Professional
Assoc. Holds Party on Feb. 4
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Business and Professional Association (SPBPA) will hold its new
year party on Monday, February 4.
The event will be held from 6:30 to
10 p.m. at the Mezzogiorno
Ristorante, located at 450 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.
The cost is free to SPBPA members
who have registered and $10 per person at the door.
The SPBPA Board last week elected
three new board members and the
officers for 2008.
Dr. Frank DiLollo will serve as

president, Ray Pardon will remain
vice president, Russel Huegel will
serve as secretary and Steve Hoeckele
will remain treasurer.
Jean Ann Honig was newly elected
to the board and will serve along with
Debbie Losavio, Jeff Stein, Steve
Goldberg and Seymour Stein.
Lisa Mohn stepped down from the
board, but she will remain an active
member. The board thanked Ms.
Mohn for her many years of service
on the board and as president these
past 3 years. For more information,
see visitscotchplains.com.

DISTINCTION...Lt. Richard Rowe, a 2001 WHS alumnus, poses at U.S. Army Fort
Benning, Ga., after graduating from officer’s candidate school with distinction.

Richard Rowe Receives
US Army Commission
GEORGIA — Richard Robert
Rowe, a Westfield native, graduated
with distinction from officer’s candidate school and received a commission as a second lieutenant in the U.S.
Army at a recent ceremony at Ft.
Benning, Ga.
Lt. Rowe graduated from Westfield
High School in 2001, being recognized for academic distinction, social
studies, Italian, National Merit Letter
of Commendation, Union County
Scholar Athlete, Edward Blaustein
Distinguished Scholar, Westfield
Booster Scholarship, Col. Henry
Bayard McCoy Academic Scholarship, Secretary General of the Model
United Nation and National Honor
Society.
He attended Georgetown University, graduating with a Bachelor of
Science degree in foreign service,
magna cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa
and Phi Alpha Theta. His undergraduate major was international politics
with a minor in Islam and MuslimChristian Understanding. His honor’s
thesis was “Explaining Ugandan Involvement in the Rwanda Civil War.”
Lt. Rowe continued his graduate
work at Georgetown and received a
Master of Arts in securities studies

and wrote his thesis entitled “Reaction to International Sanctions: The
Policy Responses of Libya and Sudan
to International Counterterrorism
Policies.”
While attending Georgetown, he
worked as an intern for the International Center for Terrorism Studies at
the Potomac Institute for Policy Studies and as a National Security Fellow
for The Third Way. He worked a year
at the Homeland Security Institute
before joining the Army.
Lt. Rowe’s Army branch will be
armor, and he will continue training
in Fort Knox and Fort Carson.
Reading is good for you.

goleader.com/subscribe

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

tax rates.”
“Protecting and nurturing the interests of small businesses here in the
United States is a win-win situation
all around. When we provide entrepreneurs with the tools necessary to
create local jobs, we revitalize our
struggling downtowns, making the
municipalities more attractive to additional small businesses and families. As a longterm member of the
Summit Common Council and a key
player in the successful revitalization
of Summit’s business district, I will
bring that proven leadership and
hands-on experience to Washington
as an advocate for small business.”
“This fall, the voters in the 7th
District will have a clear choice between a proven leader who will fight
to lower taxes and create new jobs, or
sending a tax-and-spend Democrat to
Washington who will raise taxes as
she has done repeatedly in Trenton.”
For more information, see
Hatfield2008.com.

Whitman Asks Stender to Denounce
Gov. Corzine’s Toll-Increase Plan
PEAPACK — Kate Whitman, Republican candidate for the 7th Congressional District, last week called
for Asw. Linda Stender (LD-22),
Democratic candidate for the 7th Congressional District, to denounce Governor Jon Corzine’s toll-increase plan.
Ms. Whitman said, “Last month, I
signed the Taxpayer Protection
Pledge, promising to put taxpayers
first and vote against all higher taxes.
The Governor’s toll-increase plan is
plain wrong. It is a ‘user tax’ that New
Jersey’s hard-working taxpayers
shouldn’t be forced to pay.”
“Linda Stender is the vice chairman of the Transportation and Public
Works Committee in the Assembly,
and the taxpayers deserve to know if
she favors forcing taxpayers to pay
for her and the Governor’s fiscal mismanagement over the years. Linda

Stender has been on the public payroll for over 19 years, the last six in
the State Assembly, and New Jersey
government has only gotten worse.
Maybe if she spent less time campaigning for Congress and raising
liberal special-interest money, and
more time doing the job taxpayers are
paying her to do, she could find a
solution to ease the tax burden on
taxpayers, not increase it.”
“We do not need any more career
politicians in Washington, D.C. As a
small-business owner with proven
experience in the real world and public service, I know the answer to fixing Washington, D.C., is to rein in
wasteful spending. I am confident I
will get the job done because the only
special interest I will answer to will
be the taxpayers of the 7th Congressional District.”

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs
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Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
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Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
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Mr. Mokrauer to Describe
Visit to Peru at Luncheon

Matthew MacIsaac and Ms. Kerry Ann Sheehy

Ms. Kerry A. Sheehy to Wed
Matthew MacIsaac, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew J. Sheehy
of Westfield have announced the engagement of their daughter, Ms.
Kerry Ann Sheehy of Ridgewood, to
Matthew MacIsaac, also of
Ridgewood. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Peter MacIsaac of Wanaque,
formerly of Mahwah.
A 1991 graduate of Westfield High
School, Ms. Sheehy earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Business
Administration from Villanova University in Villanova, Pa. She is the
director of Human Resources for
Experian Cheetamail, a global leader
in online marketing solutions, located in New York City.
Her fiancé graduated from Bon

Caregivers to Gather
Monday In Westfield
WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chronically ill loved ones will meet on
Monday, February 4, at 8 p.m. in the
parish center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield.
Meetings are held on the first nonholiday Monday of each month.
These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information, call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Bosco Preparatory High School in
Ramsey, Class of 1990, and received
his Bachelor of Science degree in
Biology from Villanova University.
He earned his Juris Doctorate from
Pace University in New York City in
2005. Mr. MacIsaac currently is employed by Baker Botts, L.L.P., located in New York City, specializing
in Intellectual Property Law.
The couple will be married in the
spring of 2008.

Workshop Participants
To Weave Pendants
MOUNTAINSIDE – A craft workshop will be offered on Thursday,
February 7, from 7 to 9 p.m. for adults
18 and older at the Trailside Nature
and Science Center on how to make a
Native American beaded pendant.
Using a small loom, which will
be provided, participants will be
able to weave a necklace pendant in
the Native American tradition.
Trailside park naturalist and
craftswoman Ruth Yablonsky will
conduct this workshop.
The fee is $15 per person for
residents of Union County and $20 per
person for non-county participants.
All materials for this program will be
provided. Space is limited, so those
interested are encouraged to register
as soon as possible. Doors will open
15 minutes prior to the program.
For more information on this workshop or for a complete brochure of
Trailside’s adult workshops and other
special events, interested persons are
invited to call (908) 789-3670 or to
visit ucnj.org/trailside.
Trailside Nature and Science Center is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside and is a service of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

WESTFIELD – Donald F.
Mokrauer, past president of the
Westfield Historical Society, will offer “A Tour of Peru” during the society’s
First Wednesday Luncheon. The luncheon will be held at noon February 6
at B.G. Fields Restaurant, located at
560 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.
Mr. Mokrauer visited Peru with his
wife, Ellen, his sister and her husband. He will describe Lima, Peru’s
capital, as well as Iquitos, a city in the
rainforest, and their cruise down the
Amazon in a river boat reminiscent of
the African Queen from the movie of
the same name.
He will discuss visiting villages of
the natives and observing their rituals
and customs; his attempt at cutting
down a banana tree; the Shaman/
Andean priest they met; a night hike;
a fishing expedition and the night
boat ride where they listened to “the
symphony of the rain forest.”
After returning to Lima, they flew to
Cuzco, the capital of the Inca Empire.
Mr. Mokrauer will relate some of the
Inca history and describe their trip to
the village of Machu Picchu, located 75
miles northwest of Cuzco at an altitude
of 6,800 feet, and their visit to the Inca
site itself, situated at 7,900 feet.
In relating the history of Machu
Picchu, Mr. Mokrauer will describe

AARP to Hear Talk
About Slot Machines
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter 4137 of the American Association of Retired Persons will hold
its next regular meeting on Monday,
February 4, at 1 p.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem Road
in Scotch Plains.
Dr. Arthur Bilinko will be the featured speaker. While he has a practice
in Cranford, his talk will be about the
history of slot machines and will be
accompanied by a slide presentation.
The social hour with refreshments
will follow the program.
Anyone interested in joining the
group is invited to come to a meeting
and sign up as a member.
Trip Chairman Kate Menzer will
begin taking reservations and provide all details at Monday’s meeting
for a Thursday, May 8 trip to the Platzl
Brauhaus in Pomona, N.Y. for a
“Lobsterfest” celebration. The cost for
this one-day excursion is $70.

Junior Women Plan
Kids Clothing Drive
WESTFIELD – The Junior
Woman’s Club of Westfield will
hold a children’s clothing drive
Monday through Friday, February
4 to 8, at the Westfield Memorial
Library, located at 550 East Broad
Street. Like-new and slightly used/
non-soiled baby and children’s
clothing sizes infant to 16, plus baby
blankets, are welcome. The drive
will benefit Cherished Creations
(www.cherishedcreations.com). For
more details, call Barbara Gruters
at (908) 233-6695 or Christine
Zambito at (908) 272-5315.

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC
Attorneys At Law

the construction of the buildings, the
approximate number of people who
lived there, the crops they grew and
why, in his opinion, it was located in
that particular site. Mr. Mokrauer
would jot down everything he saw or
experienced in a little notebook that
he always carried with him.
Anyone wishing to attend the luncheon is asked to make a reservation
by calling (908) 233-2930 by noon on
Monday, February 4. The cost of the
luncheon is $15, including gratuity.

Lions Club Invites All
To Pancake Breakfast
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club will once again
hold a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday,
February 10, from 8 a.m. to noon at
the Scotch Hills Country Club, located at Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.
This “all-you-can-eat” breakfast
will feature pancakes, eggs, ham and
sausage. Beverages will include juice,
coffee, tea and milk. The cost for the
breakfast is $6; children under age 6
may attend for free. Tickets may be
purchased at the door or in advance
from a Lions Club member.
This is one of multiple fundraisers
for this Lions Club, proceeds of which
are distributed to local charities, community activities and area organizations that serve the blind and visually
impaired. For more information on
the pancake breakfast or to reserve a
place, call Pancake Breakfast Chairman Ron Kelly at (908) 753-8218.

Library Reveals Dates
For Children’s Events
WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library will
sponsor two programs for youngsters ages 3 and up during February.
These events are open to Westfield
Library patrons and their children.
“Love Bug Hugs” will be presented on Saturday, February 9, at
10:30 a.m. This program will feature
Annie Hickman’s interactive bugs
and balloons.
“The Stubby Elephant,” a participatory play based on Rudyard
Kipling’s “The Elephant’s Child,”
will be held on Saturday, February
23, at 10:30 a.m.
Individuals may register for each
of these programs at the library’s
Circulation Desk. The Westfield Memorial Library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Church Invites People
For Labyrinth Walk
CRANFORD – The First Presbyterian Church of Cranford will sponsor a series of open labyrinth walks,
with the next one scheduled for Sunday, February 3. All walks will be
held in Bates Hall at the church,
located at 11 Springfield Avenue.
Everyone is welcome to participate. Individuals are invited to walk
the labyrinth anytime between 2 and
4 p.m., but are asked to begin their
walk by 3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks
will be held the first Sunday of every
month, unless otherwise specified.
Walking the labyrinth is an ancient
spiritual practice of prayer and meditation that has experienced a
reawakening. For more information,
call the church at (908) 276-8440.

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001 • www.stahlesq.com

WINTER CLEARANCE

Please Join us for

MR. AND MRS. MATTHEW ERIK VENHORST
(She is the former Ms. Kendra Elizabeth Slater)

Matthew E. Venhorst
Weds Ms. Kendra E. Slater
Dr. Ronald and Mrs. Annette
Venhorst of Westfield have announced
the marriage of their son, Matthew
Erik Venhorst of West Hartford,
Conn., to Ms. Kendra Elizabeth Slater,
also of West Hartford. She is the
daughter of Ms. Bernice Slater of
Hyde Park, N.Y.
The late afternoon wedding and reception that followed took place on
Saturday, August 4, at Blueberry Hill
Inn in Goshen, Vt. Given in marriage
by her mother, the bride was attended
by her sister and maid of honor, Ms.
Stephanie Slater of Hyde Park, N.Y.,
along with Ms. Julie Russell of New
York City, Ms. Susan Angst of Newport, R.I., Ms. Jill Duffy of Hyde Park,
N.Y., Ms. Carissa Cullen of Hyde Park,
N.Y. and Ms. Jessica Holland of Hyde
Park, N.Y., all friends of the bride.
Erik Bugel and Chris Camuto, both
friends of the bridegroom from
Hoboken, served as co-best men. The
groomsmen included Jack Curtin of
New York City, Marc Kaplan of New
York City, Rashid Shahid of Washington, D.C., Vinny Idone of New Haven,
Conn., all friends of the bridegroom,
and Doug Slater of Hyde Park, N.Y.,
brother of the bride.
A 1997 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bridegroom was awarded
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology/Anthropology from Middlebury
College in 2001. He went on to earn

a Master of Education degree in Educational Administration from Harvard
University in 2003.
Mr. Venhorst graduated with high
honors from the University of Connecticut School of Law on May 20,
2007 and has since begun a clerkship
with Justice Christine Vertefeuille of
the Connecticut Supreme Court. In
September of 2008, he will join the
Hartford law firm of Shipman and
Goodwin as an associate attorney.
The bride graduated from Franklin
Delano Roosevelt High School in
Hyde Park, N.Y. in 1997 and earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in English
from Middlebury College in 2001.
She subsequently received a Master
of Education degree in School Counseling from Boston University in
2004. The bride is employed as a
guidance counselor at Bloomfield
High School in Bloomfield, Conn.
A bridal shower, hosted by the
mother of the bride and the bridal
attendants, took place June 10 at the
home of Mrs. Kyle Raymond, a
friend of the bride’s mother, in Hyde
Park, N.Y.
The parents of the bridegroom
hosted the rehearsal dinner the
evening before the wedding at
Middlebury College in Vermont.
Following a wedding trip to Hawaii, the couple resides in West Hartford, Conn.

Fanwood Presbyterian Plans
Events For Season of Lent
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Presbyterian Church, located at Martine
and LaGrande Avenues, will offer a
new Sunday adult education program
in conjunction with its Coffee Hour.
Each church committee has been
charged with planning one study that
will raise a particular theological or
spiritual issue in their ministry.
Teachers and outside speakers with
particular expertise will lead discussions on a range of issues.
These programs will be held after
worship at 11:15 a.m. in the dining
room. The first program, on February 3, will introduce the church’s
new director of music, Dr. Shelley
Zuckerman, who will help usher participants into Lent with a presentation entitled “Walking Wet – The
Journey of Lent.”
Scott Cotenoff will lead the second study on February 24. Mr.
Cotenoff is the interim director of
Home First, a charitable organization that provides temporary shelter
and transitional and permanent hous-

ing to individuals and families.
A Shrove Tuesday pancake supper will be served on February 5 at 6
p.m. in the dining room by the youth
of the church. Crafts, projects and
games will be provided for children.
There will be a nominal charge to
cover expenses.
Additionally, Fanwood Presbyterian will hold an Ash Wednesday
service at 7:30 p.m. on February 6
with communion and the Reverend
David Jahnke preaching.
“The Life You’ve Always Wanted”
will be the topic of the Lenten study
each of the following Wednesdays
from February 13 to March 12. There
will be a light meal at 6:30 p.m.
followed by devotions at 7 p.m. in the
dining room. The devotional is focused on spiritual disciplines and
will be led via DVD by author and
Pastor John Ortberg.
The public is welcome to attend
all of these events. For further information, call the church office at (908)
889-8891.

The Westfield Cooperative
Nursery School
Where you can take an active role in your child's education!

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY
Saturday, February 16, 2008
10 am to 5 pm
Master Silhouettest
Ms. Ruth Grabner
will be at
Juxtapose Gallery
to create a
silhouette of your child
For Appointment:
908-232-3278
Serving The Community for 32 Years

58 Elm Street • Westfield
www.juxtaposegallery.com

Challenging and Developmental Program • Nurturing, EC Degreed Staff
Small Classes in Morning or Afternoon • Lunch Bunch • Established 1969
Non-denominational • 4+ Program • Enrichment • State Licensed

125 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ • (908) 233-4501
www.westfieldcooperative.com
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Eugenie L. Condrillo, 85, Loved Animals;
Enjoyed Books, Knitting and Needlepoint
Eugenie L. “Pat” Condrillo, 85,
of Westfield passed away on Saturday, January 26, at Overlook Hospital in Summit after a courageous
battle with a long illness.
Born in Hackensack, she was the
daughter of the late Kenneth and
Eugenie Lexow Lydecker. She resided in Westfield since 1954.
Mrs. Condrillo was educated at
the Northfield School for Girls and
was a graduate of Katharine Gibbs
Secretarial School. Prior to her marriage and moving to Westfield, she
had worked in New York City for an
advertising agency. She was a
mother and a homemaker who loved
to knit, do needlepoint and read.
An avid animal lover, Mrs.
Condrillo also enjoyed bird watching and was devoted to wildlife conservation.
She was predeceased by her husband, Michael J. Condrillo; a grandson, Michael R. Condrillo; a sister,
Caroline Crescenzi, and a brother,
Charles Lydecker.
She will be deeply missed by her
two daughters, Karen Condrillo of

Scotch Plains and Eugenie “Tiny”
Randazzo of Hillsborough, and son,
Michael Kent Condrillo of
Mountainside, as well as her daughter Karen’s companion, Joseph
Deombeleg, son-in-law Carmen
Randazzo, daughter-in-law Linda
Condrillo, her grandchildren, Robert and Natalie Condrillo, Gabriel
and Michael Randazzo, and many
nieces and nephews. Also surviving
are a sister, Eleanor Beardsley, and a
brother, Kenneth Lydecker, and his
wife, Margaret, of Massachusetts.
Friends may join the family for a
memorial gathering at 10 a.m. on
Saturday, February 2, at the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield. A memorial service will directly follow at 11 a.m.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks
that donations be made to The
Valerie Fund, 2101 Millburn Avenue, Maplewood, N.J. 07040 or to
The Associated Humane Societies,
Home of Popcorn Park Zoo Wildlife Sanctuary, Humane Way, P.O.
Box 1002, Forked River, N.J. 08731.
January 31, 2008

Helen I. Whitcomb, 101, Was Secretary;
Active In Church and Organizations
Helen Isabelle Whitcomb, 101, of
Westfield died peacefully in her sleep
on Thursday, January 17, at Francis
Parker Memorial Home in Piscataway.
Born on August 28, 1906 in
Bayonne, she was the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Royden Page Whitcomb and
resided in Westfield for 91 years.
Ms. Whitcomb was a graduate of
Westfield High School, Class of 1924,
and Katharine Gibbs Secretarial
School, Class of 1926. She worked for
Irving Trust Company in New York
City for 18 years, and was then employed as church secretary for The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield for
27 years, until her retirement in 1971.
After retiring, Ms. Whitcomb traveled to Europe, the Middle East and
Bermuda. She was an avid walker and
swimmer, and she achieved her lifelong wish of riding in a hot-air balloon
at the age of 97 years.
A member of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield since 1930, Ms.
Whitcomb served on the board of
deacons from 1972 to 1974 (vice
president, 1974) and the 250th Anniversary Committee (1978). She also
was a member of the Presbyterian
Women, a church school teacher and
choir member.
Ms. Whitcomb was a member of the
first Girl Scout troop in Westfield in
1918; a founding member and past
president of the Junior Women’s Club
of Westfield and a charter member and
past chairman of the Fortnightly Group
in Westfield. She also served on the

Westfield Committee for the United
Nations.
During World War II, Ms. Whitcomb
was a member of A.W.V.S. (American
Women’s Voluntary Services) Downtown Manhattan branch, an air raid
warden in Westfield’s Civil Defense
and an American Red Cross volunteer
in New York City and Westfield.
She was a volunteer and past member of the board of the Westfield Day
Care Center; a member of the board
of trustees of the Westfield Adult
School Association, serving as vice
president in 1956, president from
1957 to 1960 and 1963 to 1964, and
secretary from 1966 to 1967, and a
member of the Westfield Historical
Society and the Daughters of the
American Revolution.
Ms. Whitcomb will be lovingly remembered by her six nieces and nephews, eight grandnieces and grandnephews, five great-grandnieces and greatgrandnephews, and by her many dear
friends. Her brothers, Harvey and Richard, predeceased her.
A memorial service celebrating Ms.
Whitcomb’s life will be held at 11 a.m.
on Saturday, February 16, at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
Memorial donations in memory of
Ms. Whitcomb may be made to the
Westfield Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield, N.J. 07091.
Arrangements are by the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.
January 31, 2008

Paul Eberhart, 72, Managing Editor;
King Features Director of Operations
Paul Eberhart, a resident of West
Point Island in Lavallette, N.J., passed
away peacefully on Sunday, January
27, at age 72.
Formerly of Westfield, N.J. and Pittsburgh, Pa., Paul retired with his wife,
Lois, to the Jersey shore in 1999.
Paul had an accomplished career in
news media, beginning as a newsman
with United Press International (UPI)
in Pittsburgh in 1961. He transferred
as news editor to New York in 1966
and later served as the managing editor from 1975 to 1979.
He left UPI to work in sales with
King Features Syndicate, also in New
York, where he stayed until he retired
as Director of Operations in 1999.
Paul grew up in Pittsburgh and attended the Falk School, Hampton
High School and the University of
Pittsburgh.
He was married to Lois Schove
Eberhart, also from Pittsburgh, for 53
years. In addition to Lois, he is survived by his three children, Linda
Mahaffey of Bridgeport, W. Va., Julie

Eberhart of Chelmsford, Mass. and
Katharine Christmas of Godstone,
Surrey, England, and his sons-in-law,
Mark Mahaffey and Digby Christmas. He was the proud grandfather to
Lisa, Amy, Scott, Katie, Michael,
Tatiana, Anastasia and Miles, and a
loving brother to Myke Jaros and
James Eberhart.
Paul served as a trustee to St.
Elisabeth’s Chapel-by-the-Sea in
Ortley Beach, N.J. Throughout his
life he enjoyed tennis, golf, boating,
traveling, newspapers and the ocean.
Funeral services will be held at 11
a.m. today, Thursday, January 31, at
St. Elisabeth’s Chapel-by-the-Sea in
Ortley Beach. Interment will follow
the service at the Greenwood Cemetery in Brielle. Family and friends
are welcome.
Memorial donations may be made to
St. Elisabeth’s Chapel-by-the-Sea, 5
ThirdAvenue, Ortley Beach, N.J. 08751.
Condolences may be sent at
www.ryanfuneralhome.com.
January 31, 2008

Rollin T. White, Jr., 87, Sales Manager;
Developed Patent For Labeling Process
Rollin Thomas White, Jr., 87, formerly of Westfield, died on Thursday,
January 24, at Brighton Gardens in
Mountainside.
Born in Grand Rapids, Mich. on
November 22, 1920, he lived in
Westfield for 45 years.
Rollin graduated from Miami University of Oxford, Ohio and the Naval
Supply School at Harvard. He served in
the United States Navy as a Senior
Grade Lieutenant in the Pacific during
World War II and the Iwo Jima invasion.
He had been employed with the Oliver
Machinery Company as Eastern Sales
Manager and then worked as the National Sales Manager for NJ Machine
of New Jersey.
Rollin traveled extensively in the
United States and Puerto Rico. During
this time, he developed a patent for a
labeling process that is still in use today.
After retiring, he was very active at
the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield. He served on the Finance,
Property Management and Building
Committees and the Administrative
Board.
Rollin is survived by his beloved
wife of 61 years, Betty, and their three
children, Rollin Thomas White, III of
Westfield, James Stuart White of Warren and Barbara White Ellsworth of
Westfield. Also surviving are six grandchildren, Carolyn Elizabeth White,
Rollin Thomas White, IV, John James

Pearson, James Stuart White, Jr., Jeffrey Thomas Pearson and Laura Lee
White; a niece and nephews.
A memorial service will take place at
11 a.m. on Saturday, February 2, at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield. Interment will be private in
Pittsburgh, Pa.
In lieu of flowers, contributions may
be made in his memory to the First
United Methodist Church, One East
Broad Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090 or
the Shriners Hospital for Children, 2900
Rocky Point Drive, Tampa, Fla. 33607.
Arrangements are by the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

– Obituaries –
Paul E. Mariano, 74, Army Veteran;
Co-Founded Construction Business
Paul E. Mariano, 74, of Fanwood
died on Monday, January 21, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Elizabeth, he had lived in
Roselle Park before moving to
Fanwood in 1962.
Mr. Mariano was a veteran of the
Korean War, having served in the
United States Army. In 1985 he cofounded with his son, Paul, PEM
Construction, Inc. in Westfield. Earlier, he had worked with Mariano
Contractors in Edison.
He was predeceased by his wife,
Ann Marie Mariano, in 1984, and by
his brother, Nunzio Mariano, in 1987.
Surviving are his son, Paul
Mariano, and his wife, Silvana; his
daughter, Lori Mariano, and her hus-

Russell Fiedler, 81, of Scotch Plains
died peacefully on Monday, January
28, at Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital in New Brunswick, with
his loving family by his side.
Born in Elizabeth, he had lived in
Roselle before moving to Scotch
Plains in 1954.
A veteran of World War II, Mr.
Fiedler served in the United States
Navy aboard the USS Appalachian.
While in the Navy, he participated in
Operation Crossroads Task Force, the
atomic bomb test of Bikini Atoll.
He was a graduate of Bayonne Junior College and had attended the University of Oklahoma. An electrical
contractor, he was the owner of Acme
Electric, a company founded by his
father in 1944. He retired in 1989.
Mr. Fiedler was active in his church
and community and was an avid
bowler and golfer. He will be remembered for his sense of humor and love
of his family, especially his wife,
children and grandchildren.
He was an active participant in all
of his grandchildren’s sports, school
and civic activities and was very involved in coaching in Scotch Plains
when his children were young.
Surviving are his wife, Dorothea
Fiedler; four sons, Robert Fiedler, Edward Fiedler (and his wife, Jean), David

Fiedler (and his wife, Nancy) and Richard Fiedler (and his wife, Lisajane);
two daughters, Cynthia HilgenbergMerchant (and her husband, John) and
Karen Wolf (and her husband, Brian);
his daughter-in-law, Beverly Fiedler;
15 grandchildren, Eric, Jenny and Doug
Hilgenberg, Nicole, Cierra, Ann, Mary
Beth, Matthew, Kenneth, Kimberly,
Christian and William Fiedler, and
Teresa, Kathleen and Sara Wolf, and
two step-grandchildren, Jacki and Zach
Merchant.
He was predeceased by his son,
Paul, in 1992.
A Funeral Mass will be held at 9:30
a.m. on Saturday, February 2, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Entombment will follow
at St. Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.
Visitation will be tomorrow, Friday,
February 1, from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m.
at the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad, P.O. Box 325, Scotch Plains,
N.J. 07076 or Helping Hands and
Hearts, c/o St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church, 1600 Rahway Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. For more information or to express condolences, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
January 31, 2008

Lions to Collect Donations
During White Cane Day
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Lions Club will collect money during
its semi-annual White Cane
fundraiser on Saturday, February 9,
from 7:30 to 11:30 a.m. Collections
will take place at the following
Westfield locations: Vicki’s Diner,
Panera Bread and Bagel Chateau.
In existence for more than 80 years,
the Westfield Lions Club is part of
Lions International, a worldwide service organization. The club utilizes
100 percent of the funds raised from
its White Cane days and cell phone/
printer cartridge recycling program
to support local community needs as
well as various groups serving the
blind and visually impaired.
Each year, the club hosts one of the
Union County Blind meetings along
with the Fanwood Lions Club. The club
also donates to “The Caring Neighbor
Fund” of Westfield and donates toiletries and socks to the Cranford-Elmora
Soup Kitchen in Elizabeth.
The club additionally sponsors an
annual Easter Egg Hunt in Westfield’s
Mindowaskin Park and performs a

semi-annual street cleanup.
Through referrals from the
Westfield school system and Social
Services, the club provides vision
and hearing examinations, eyeglasses and hearing aids to Westfield
adults and children.
The club collects used eyeglasses
at its collection box located at the
corner of Elm and Broad Streets. Last
year, more than 2,000 pairs of eyeglasses were collected and recycled
for needy people throughout the
world. Additionally, the club collects
about 25 hearing aids per year in its
collection box that are recycled for
hearing impaired people in need.
At Roosevelt Intermediate School
in Westfield, the club supports the
Leo Club and sponsors a program of
self-esteem and substance abuse prevention called Lion Quest.
New members are always welcome.
For more information about the
Westfield Lions Club or if interested
in attending a meeting, contact Doug
Schembs, Jr. at dslion@juno.com or
visit westfieldnj.com/lions.
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Democracy Works the Best
When All of Us Participate
By REV. DEE DEE TURLINGTON

2008 is a presidential election year
in the United States. When I see
violent objections to election results
and hear charges of “fixing” outcomes in places like Kenya, I am
reminded to be grateful for the peaceful, largely trustworthy transition of
government in our country.
I also am sadly surprised by the
voter turnout in our country, which
reaches about 40 percent for midterm elections and about 60 percent
for presidential votes (and is considerably less for local elections). It is
an ironic phenomenon in a nation
that sends her sons and daughters to
defend the rights of citizens in the
Middle East to cast ballots, some for
the first time in their lives. And many
of those new voters are risking danger and retaliation in order to exercise their right to vote. If voting is
such a valuable privilege, how did
we become so complacent about it?
The right to vote is indeed a privilege, and a responsibility. A democratic system does not work unless
the people “work it.” I need that
reminder this year, when the cam-

Center For Hope Posts
Caregivers Program
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Center
For Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
will offer a program for caregivers of
loved ones with incurable illnesses on
Thursday, February 7, from 7 to 9 p.m.
The program will be an interactive
session consisting of a panel of past
caregivers sharing their journeys.
Resources that are helpful to
caregivers will be made available.
Additionally, there will be time for
questions and answers with the
caregiver panel and the Center For
Hope staff regarding any concerns that
may arise while caring for a loved one.
This program will take place at the
Center For Hope Hospice Peter M.
Shields Administrative Building, located at 1900 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains. Those wishing to attend are
asked to respond to Laura Bradley at
(908) 288-9136.

Pancake Breakfast Set
Sunday at St. Bart’s
SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church will hold a Pancake
Breakfast in its cafeteria on Sunday,
February 3, after all masses. Masses
are held at 7:30, 9 and 10:30 a.m. and
at noon. The church is located at 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
The Holy Name Society has sponsored this event for approximately 15
years. On the menu will be pancakes,
sausages, milk, orange juice and coffee. The maximum price for an entire
family is $12. For an adult or a child
over 13, the cost is $5; for those ages
3 to 12, the cost is $4. Children under
age 3 may attend for free.
All teachers and staff of St.
Bartholomew Academy and Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD)
are invited as guests of the Holy
Name Society. Marco Soorial from
the Highlander Restaurant in Scotch
Plains will again donate his services
as chef for the event. For directions,
call (908) 322-5192.

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

paign rhetoric began so long ago and
will go on for 10 more months. Most,
if not all, of us will grow tired of the
media attention devoted to the race,
and may grow disillusioned with particular candidates, or with the entire
system, when the race narrows and
gets uglier.
Our emotional responses cannot be
helped, but our intentional actions
can be. Attitude is no excuse for irresponsibility (I’m sure some of you
parents have said as much to your
children on more than one occasion!).
No matter how much you may wish to
ignore politics or get past this decision, it remains a decision that is
partly yours. You are responsible for
your small piece, your vote.
So I appeal to all citizens to resolve now to:
Inform yourself of the choices.
Make a thoughtful decision.
Cast your vote February 5 and/or
Cast your vote in November.
As Aristotle said long, long ago:
“If liberty and equality, as is thought
by some, are chiefly to be found in
democracy, they will be best attained
when all persons alike share in the
government to the utmost.”
See you at the polls!
*******
Reverend Turlington is senior pastor of the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

AHOY, MATEY…Kit’s Kaboodle Interactive Theatre will present Grace, the
Irish Pirate tomorrow, Friday, February 1, at 7 p.m. at the Redeemer School,
located at Clark Street and
Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield. Tickets, which may be purchased at the
door, are $5 per person and a maximum
of $15 per family. For more information, call (908) 232-1592 or visit
redeemerwestfield.com. Kitty Jones, pictured above, stars in the high-sea adventure, which features Irish jigs, folk
tales and sea chanties.

Prayer to St. Jude
Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and
martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patronage in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance. Help me
in my urgent position. In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked. Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias. St. Jude
pray for us and all who invoke
your aid. Publication must be
promised. This novena has never
been known to fail. K.P.

Hillside Cemetery

Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

The Good News

Scotch Plains

“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through Me.” John 14:6 NIV
“Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what
we do not see.” Hebrews 11:1 NIV

908.756.1729
www.hillsidecemetery.com
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead

The Gospel

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100
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Russell Fiedler, 81, Was Local Coach;
Navy Veteran Owned Acme Electric;
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Floyd Moore of Westfield died on
Sunday, January 20, at the New Jersey Veterans Memorial Home in
Menlo Park.
Mr. Moore was a mason contractor
in the area for many years.
Surviving are his wife, Ella
(Howell) Moore, and a daughter,
Jacqueline Gray of Cincinnati, Ohio.
A son, Stanley Moore, predeceased
him.
Funeral services were held on Friday, January 25, at the Dooley Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

band, Richard Lee; two brothers,
Vincent Mariano and Joseph
Mariano; three sisters, Antoinette
Medway, May Grossi and Frances
Marhalik; his grandson, Alessandro
Lee, and his companion, Rose
Cardone.
The funeral was held on Saturday,
January 26, from the Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass was then
offered at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains. Interment followed at
St. Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.
For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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“We should not concentrate on dates.
Rather we should focus on the dash.
It’s how we lived our life that truly leaves
a mark!” - Author Unknown
At Gray Funeral Homes, our goal is to
recognize and celebrate a life lived!

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ License Number 2325

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ License Number 3707

Charles J. Tombs
NJ License Number 4006
Director

(908) 233 -0143

(908) 276 - 0092
www.grayfuneralhomes.com
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Optimists Seek Nominations
For Youth Volunteer Award
WESTFIELD – For the 12th consecutive year, the Optimist Club of
Westfield is seeking nominations for
its annual Youth Volunteer Award.
This year, the award will be given
to a high school junior or senior residing in Westfield who has distinguished
himself or herself through volunteer
service in the community.
“As an organization that is itself
founded on the principles of
volunteerism, the Optimist Club is
pleased to recognize young men and
women who have embraced these values at an early age,” said Youth Volunteer Award Co-Chairperson Trudy
Silverman.
The award includes a cash grant
and, if the winner attends Westfield
High School, will be presented at the
“Awards Night” ceremony at the high
school on Thursday, May 29.
Anyone wishing to nominate a

Author Lary Bloom
To Speak at Temple
WESTFIELD – All are welcome to
attend Shabbat services on Friday,
February 8, at 8:15 p.m. at Temple
Emanu-El for the second part of the
continuing Friday Night Spirituality
Series with author and war veteran
Lary Bloom. The temple is located at
756 East Broad Street in Westfield.
In December, URJ Press released
“The Still, Small Voice: Reflections
on Being a Jewish Man,” featuring an
essay he wrote on his experiences during the Vietnam War and the rabbi who
influenced him. Mr. Bloom will share
these experiences at the program.
Mr. Bloom’s work includes nonfiction and fiction, plays and columns for
The New York Times. His most recent
book, “Letters from Nuremberg,”
which he co-authored with Senator
Christopher Dodd, recently was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize.
For more information, contact
Carolyn Shane, executive director, at
(908) 232-6770 or cshane@tewnj.org,
or visit tewnj.org online.
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-74
AWARDED TO: Development Directions, LLC, Rahway, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to administer the MultiJurisdictional Housing Rehabilitation Program
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-63
AWARDED TO: Trinitas Hospital,
Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: for the purpose of providing inpatient/outpatient and emergency
room services to both residents of the
Union County Juvenile Detention Center
and inmates of the Union County Jail.
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed of
$250,000 for the Union County Jail and
$50,000 for the Juvenile Detention Center
( Local Funding:$300,000)
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-96
AWARDED TO: Conventus Labor
Consulting, LLC, Westfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide labor management relations services
PERIOD: January 1, 2008- December
31, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$84,000.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-117
amending (Resolution No. 2007-942)
AWARDED TO: DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick,
Cole & Wisler, Teaneck, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special counsel to provide advice and representation for the
County of Union relative to the FAA’S
proposed NY/NJ/Philadelphia Metropolitan Area Airspace Redesign
COSTS: for an additional sum of $25,000
for a new contract amount not to exceed
$35,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $23.46

student for the Youth Volunteer
Award is asked to contact Trudy
Silverman at (908) 654-0825 or
trudysilverman@verizon.net, or
Cathy Salomon at (908) 456-2788
or cathysalomon@gmail.com, to receive a nomination form. All nominations must be received by Tuesday, March 18.
The Optimist Club of Westfield is a
not-for-profit community service organization founded in 1989. Its mission is to enhance the overall quality
of life in Westfield by developing,
initiating and maintaining projects and
programs that primarily benefit the
youth and families of the community.
The club works closely with schools,
public agencies and other civic-minded
organizations in Westfield to support
other endeavors that are in concert
with its primary objectives.
The Optimist Club of Westfield
meets monthly at Ferraro’s in Westfield
and encourages like-minded men and
women to attend. For more information about the Optimists, call Mike
Walsh at (908) 654-3144.

Free Brunch on Tap
February 10 at JCC
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will host a New and Prospective Member Brunch on Sunday,
February 10, from 10 a.m. to noon.
Admission is free. The JCC is located at
1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Both new members and anyone
interested in learning more about the
JCC are welcome to attend. JCC
board members and staff will provide information on programs and
services, including fitness, Rhythm
and Motion Dance School, aquatics,
athletics, after-school programs,
adult activities, teen activities and
Camp Yachad.
Responses are requested. To respond
or obtain more information, contact
JCC Membership Director Marla
Itzkin at (908) 889-8800, extension
no. 236, or mitzkin@jccnj.org.
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-89
AWARDED TO: Kanen Psychological, Ridgewood, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide psychological exams for the Sheriff’s Office Candidates
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $5,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

Registration to Begin Soon
At Trailside For Summer

SHARING GIFTS…The Arts/Creative Department of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield has been preparing miniature floral arrangements and petite sachet
bundles. In addition, member Ruth Positan crocheted a number of door ornaments. These pretty and scented gifts will be shared with the residents of
Ashbrook Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Scotch Plains. Pictured at the
January 16 workshop at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield, from left to right, are:
standing, Vivian O’Neil, Sally Brown, Nita McHugh, Helen Assmann, Gloria
Abitante and Marjorie Wieseman, and seated, Jean Murphy and Ruth Positan.

SP Uses Child Find to ID
Students With Special Needs
SCOTCH PLAINS –The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Public School district recognizes the importance of
identifying children with special
needs in conjunction with Project
Child Find.
The district provides evaluation services to resident children from 3 to 21
years of age who appear to have special needs related to speech/language,
gross/fine motor skills, social-emotional and learning areas.
Screening and evaluation services
also are available to preschoolers,
ages 3 to 5, highly mobile students
with disabilities, such as migrant and
homeless students, and students who
may be disabled even though they are
advancing from grade to grade.
Children found to be eligible for
special education and related services
are entitled to a free and appropriate
special-education program and re-

lated services.
Information is provided to parents
of children from birth through 2 years
through Project Child Find at (800)
322-8174 or by calling the county
supervisor of child study at (908)
654-9860.
Parents of children with significant
delays should contact Thomas Beese,
director of Special Services. Significant delays include delays in acquiring language; delays or difficulty
walking, running or manipulating
small objects; frequent health problems (birth handicaps, trouble seeing
or hearing); excessive anxiety or shyness, and/or significant learning, social and attention disorders.
All information regarding referrals
and evaluations is kept confidential.
For more information, direct inquiries to tbeese@spfk12.org or send
faxes to (908) 889-1812.

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-67
amending (Resolution No. 2007-1128)
SERVICES: to reflect the name change
of Plainfield Neighborhood Health Services Corporation to Neighborhood Health
Services Corporation.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-83
AWARDED TO: Harbor Consultants,
Inc., Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide the County
of Union with land surveying services for
The Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust fund (30,000) and the
Department of Public Works and Engineering ($30,000)
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$60,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-75
amending (Resolution No. 2007-70)
AWARDED TO: Development Directions, LLC, Rahway, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to administer the Senior Home Improvement Program
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008(There is currently $597,615 unspent in the SHIP)
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-62
AWARDED TO: Jewish Family Services
SERVICES TO: for the purpose of providing ongoing care management services
to clients eligible for the Community Care
for the Elderly Disabled Program (CCPED)
emergency room care and physical examinations to Union County inmates
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $109,440
(State Funding: $109,440)
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $24.99

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-104
AWARDED TO: PMK Group, Inc.,
Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide consulting
and environmental engineers for air and
water compliance services, for the purpose to assist the County of Union in
maintain compliance with the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Regulations covering Air Pollution control and
the United States Environmental Protection Agency Regulation 40CFR Part 112
covering Oil Pollution control
COSTS: in the amount of $65,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $24.99

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-88
AWARDED TO: Dr. Stephen Parker,
Roselle Park, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide physical examination for Sheriff’s Officer Candidates
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$5,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-78
amending (Resolution No. 2007-425)
AWARDED TO: T & M Associates,
Middletown, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to increase the appropriation to a professional engineering service contract for the purpose of providing
renovations to the Ashbrook Golf Course
Clubhouse.
COSTS: in the amount of $12,400 for a
new total contract amount of $46,900
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has announced a new schedule of
summer programming at Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside.
“Trailside’s programs offer the perfect opportunity for adults and children of all ages to explore the out-ofdoors while learning all about nature,”
said Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski.
Due to the popularity of Trailside’s
programming, a lottery system will be
used to determine placement in line
for summer program registration.
Union County residents may visit
Trailside to draw a lottery number
from Saturday, February 9, through
Friday, February 22, from noon to 5
p.m. daily. The number drawn will
indicate the registrant’s position on
line and time of arrival for registration
day on Saturday, March 1.
Proof of residency, such as a driver’s
license, will be required to draw a number, and only one number may be drawn
per family/address. Registrants must
pick their own lottery ticket for their
family. The registrant’s name, address,
lottery number and arrival time will be
recorded when the lottery number is
chosen. A total of 520 numbers are
included in the lottery system. The lottery will be conducted February 9 to 22
or until all the numbers have been drawn.
Summer registration will take place
on March 1 beginning at 8 a.m. for
residents of Union County who have
drawn a lottery ticket. Registrants must
bring their lottery ticket with them to
registration and must be present when
their number is called or their position
in line will be forfeited.
A person may register only their
children/family with their lottery
ticket. If a registrant arrives after their
number is called, but within their
designated registration hour indicated
on the lottery ticket, they may register at the end of the one-hour time
block. If the registrant misses his or
her one-hour block altogether, they
may return at 4:30 p.m. to register. No
exceptions will be made.
Due to the increased popularity of
the Trailside Summer Camp programs,
and in order to accommodate as many
registrants as possible, two additional
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-90
AWARDED TO: Iselin Veterinary Hospital, Iselin, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide on-call veterinary care for the Sheriff’s K-9 Unit
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $15,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-79
AWARDED TO: David Foster, DVM,
Morganville, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide routine and
emergency veterinary dental services to
the horses at the Watchung Stables
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$4,500
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-110
AWARDED TO: Kevin Toler, East Orange, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: as forensic technicians
for the purpose of providing assistance to
The Medical Examiner during autopsies
and external examinations
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$8,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-111
AWARDED TO: Funeral Services of
New Jersey, Inc., Hillside, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide funeral home
livery services for the Union County Medical Examiner’s Office
PERIOD: February 1, 2008-January 31,
2009
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$70,000.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008- 118
amending (Resolution No.2007-936)
AWARDED TO: Schenck, Price, Smith
& King, Morristown, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special counsel in the
matter entitled Edgardo Ortiz v. UC, et
als.
COSTS: for an additional sum of $5,000
for a new contract amount not to exceed
$25,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-119
amending (Resolution No.2007-886)
AWARDED TO: Schenck, Price, Smith
& King, Morristown, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special counsel in the
matter entitled Robert Travisanov. UC,
et als
COSTS: for an additional sum of $15,000
for a new contract amount not to exceed
$35,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-120
amending (Resolution No.2007-1143)
AWARDED TO: Palumbo & Renaud,
Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special counsel in the
matter entitled Anthony Nwaka v. UC, et
als
COSTS: for an additional sum of $5,000
for a new contract amount not to exceed
$10,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-121
amending (Resolution No.2006-518)
AWARDED TO: LaCorte, Bundy,
Varady & Kinsella, Union, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special counsel in the
matter entitled Virginia Fanelli v. UC, et
als
COSTS: for an additional sum of $5,000
for a new contract amount not to exceed
$120,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

pre-first-grade camps and five halfday camps for grade-school children
have been added to the schedule.
In addition, summer camp sessions
will be limited for the 2008 season.
Children in the pre-first-grade camp
programs will be limited to two weeks
of camp, will not be permitted to
repeat a camp in the 2008 season, and
will not be permitted to enroll in a
morning and afternoon camp session
during the same camp week.
Children in the first- to ninth-grade
camps will be limited to two weeks of
full-day combination camps or four
weeks of half-day camps and will not
be permitted to repeat the same camp
session during the 2008 season.
Families will be limited to a maximum of three Friday Family programs and three evening programs,
which include Tuesday Evening programs, Family Campfires and Beginner Family Campouts.
Registration for out-of-county participants will begin on Monday, March
3, from noon to 5 p.m. Lottery tickets
will not be required for out-of-county
participants. Registration will continue until all programs are filled.
For a detailed description of
Trailside’s 2008 registration procedures for summer camp and family
programs, including payment, cancellation and general policies, call
Trailside at (908) 789-3670, or visit
ucnj.org/trailside.
Summer brochures and registration
cards will be distributed during the
February lottery. Trailside Nature and
Science Center is located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside and
is a service of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

Church Series to Look
At Heaven and Hell
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will offer
Adult Sunday Forum classes entitled
“Faith and Film: Images of Heaven
and Hell in the Bible and the Movies”
after Sunday worship services during
Lent.
Participants will study images of
heaven and hell, how movies reflect
some of the American cultural images of heaven and hell, and how
theology of eternal life affects individuals’ discipleship and understanding of salvation.
Some of the movies to be discussed
are What Dreams May Come, Defending Your Life, Purgatory, Antwone
Fisher, Lord of the Rings and Contact.
Led by John Konopka and the Reverend Cynthia Cochran-Carney, these
classes will be held on February 10,
17 and 24, March 2 and 9, from noon
to 1:30 p.m. in the church’s Alexander
Hall.
The church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains. For more details, call (908) 232-5678 or e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org, or visit
willowgrovechurch.org.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO BID
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Tuesday,
February 26, 2008, for the
“2008 IMPROVEMENT OF
DORIAN ROAD, DORIAN
PLACE AND DORIAN COURT
IN
THE
TOWN
OF
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY”.
The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.
The major items of work under this contract include, but are not limited to, the
following in estimated quantities:
592 tons of 4 inch thick stabilized base
course
7,425 square yards of 2 inch thick surface course
419 cubic yards of roadway excavation,
unclassified
2,885 linear feet of granite block curbing
1,196 square feet of 4 inch thick concrete walk
2,651 square feet of 6 inch thick concrete walk
All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to submit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.
Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above mentioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. Each bid must also
be accompanied by a Surety Company
Certificate stating that said Surety company will provide the bidder with the required Performance bond in the full amount
of the Contract, by a Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement, Statement of Ownership, on the
forms included in and explained in the
contract documents.
Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975
supplement to the law against discrimination (Affirmative Action) and must pay
workmen the prevailing wage rates promulgated by the New Jersey State Department of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town engineer.
Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured ($25.00) at the office of the Town
Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
non-refundable cost of contract documents
is $25.00 made payable to the Town of
Westfield, which must be paid in cash or
certified check. The Mayor and Council
reserve the right to reject any bid, and to
waive any informality in any bid, if in the
interest of the Town, it is deemed advisable to do so.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $68.34

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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Holocaust Survivor Relates
Experience at Mt. St. Mary

EXPERT WITNESSES…Union County Mock Trial Champions from Oratory
Prep School in Summit research and plan strategy for upcoming Mock Trial
competitions. The Oratory students have held the title of county champions for
three out of the last four years, ever since teacher Bill Martin started the group.
Above, from left to right, are sophomore Sean Doddy, senior John Lodato, junior
Chester Baker of Scotch Plains, junior Christopher Darcy and senior Peter Arre.
The team consists of a dozen young men who learn all of the roles in the trial
situation. “They all have to be ready to step into each other’s roles,” said new
adviser Rosemary Butler.

Mock-Trial Champs
Don’t Rest on Laurels
SUMMIT – The Mock Trial team
at Oratory Preparatory School in
Summit may have a new adviser,
but its resolve is the same, making
them the Union County champions
three out of the last four years.
“These boys are focused and
studying hard for the upcoming
events,” said Rosemary Butler, the
new adviser to the group.
The team, formerly under the
tutelage of teacher Bill Martin and
Peter Arre, a lawyer whose son is
on the team, captured not only the
county title but placed fifth out of
a nation-wide competition held at
The Law Center at Rutgers last
spring.
Despite the notion that the Mock
Trial team spends only a few weeks
preparing for the March trials, the
boys at Oratory have been meeting
weekly since September and have
been hosting and attending scrimmages.
According to the adviser, the case
the boys are studying is not only
timely, but unlike last year’s, “It’s
an interesting and complex crimi-

nal case,” Mrs. Butler said.
“The swimming coach’s son dies
due to cardiac arrest, and the question arises if [performance]-enhancing drugs were given to him,”
she added. “The coach/father is
accused of giving his son steroids.”
Sophomore Nick Luther, who
plays the boy’s school counselor,
gave more details to the plot.
“We have an expert witness (John
Lodato) who will help us establish
a connection,” he said. A series of
other witnesses and experts, including a captain of the swim team
and a police investigator, as well as
the attorneys for both sides of the
argument, will take part.
“The unique aspect to this whole
Mock Trial experience is that the
boys need to know not only their
character but others’ as well, so
that at the last minute, we can substitute or change the players for the
roles,” Mrs. Butler said.
Oratory Prep School, an all-boys’
Roman Catholic school in Summit, is celebrating its 100th anniversary with the Class of 2008.

LIGHT THE WAY…Full-day kindergarten students from Holy Trinity
Interparochial School’s Mountainside Campus display one of their Light the Way
crosses, which were made to celebrate the theme of Catholic Schools Week.

Operation Shoebox NJ
Supports U.S. Troops
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood PTA’s will join in
“Operation Shoebox NJ” to support
American men and women in the
armed forces through February 21.
Personal-care items, such as sun
block, lip balm and snacks, such as
individually wrapped snack bars,
powdered drinks and pop-top canned
foods, will be collected at each school
and the public libraries.
The PTAs hope to collect enough
donations from community and
school households to send 500
shoebox-sized packages overseas.
Students at Scotch PlainsFanwood elementary schools will
prepare special greeting cards for
each box. Both middle schools will
host a soldier’s visit, to learn about
the troops’ activities and how Operation Shoebox NJ gifts will mean
a great deal to all servicemen and
women. High-school students will
be able to help with packing the
boxes in February.
All area residents can request that a
package be sent directly to someone
they know who is serving in the armed
forces overseas. Call Deb Brody,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA Council at (908) 233-1323, or e-mail her at
brodypta@aol.com, with contact information.
Donations of the following items,
most frequently requested by troops
in Iraq and Afghanistan, can be
dropped off in the collection boxes at
any Scotch Plains-Fanwood public
school or library:
Lip balm, athletic socks, sun block
— small travel size, moist wipes —
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small travel size, gum, bug spray—
non-aerosol, bars of soap, small boxes
of cereal, shampoo bottles—small
travel size, deodorant — non-aerosol, batteries, all sizes, powdered drink
mixes, cereal, snack, granola bars—
individually wrapped, candy, instant
oatmeal — individual packets, hot
chocolate boxes with individual packets, small bags of trail mix, peanuts,
pretzels, small cans of tuna with poptops, small cans of fruit with pop-tops
and microwave popcorn in individual
packets
Items must be in original packaging. Aerosol items cannot be shipped
overseas.
The Post Office charges full rate to
ship these boxes to men and women
serving overseas. Community members may make monetary donations
to help ship the ‘shoeboxes’, at the
Operation Shoebox NJ website,
opshoeboxnj.org.
The PTA’s in all Scotch PlainsFanwood public schools sponsor this
community-service project.
For more information, call Ms.
Brody.

St. Michael’s Students
To Help Fight Cancer
CRANFORD – Students at St.
Michael’s School in Cranford will
join the fight against cancer tomorrow, Friday, February 1, by
raising money for the American
Cancer Society during a “MiniRelay” event in the school gymnasium.
The “Mini-Relay” is an abbreviated version of the American
Cancer Society’s national signature activity, Relay For Life. Students will collect donations and
participate in various activities
for one class period as designated by their teachers.
The “Mini-Relay” will be an
all-day event complete with music, refreshments and decorations.
All money raised by the students
will be donated to the American
Cancer Society.

AREA – Mount Saint Mary Academy in Watchung conducted a Peace
and Justice Prayer Service earlier this
month in honor of Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day. Luna Kaufman, chair of the
Board of Directors of Seton Hall
University’s Sister Rose Thering Foundation, spoke at the prayer service.
Sister Rose worked to promote Jewish
and Christian dialogue and understanding.
Ms. Kaufman, a Holocaust survivor,
related how her mother and she made it
through four years in concentration
camps by working in a munitions factory.
She was forced to leave school in
sixth grade and was interred in a concentration camp at 15. Her father and
sister died in the camps.
Ms. Kaufman’s presentation focused
on the goodness of people rather than
the horrors of the camps. In an act of
kindness, after liberation, a Russian
doctor gave a suitcase to her and her

mother with a change of clothing for
each season. Ms. Kaufman said she
would treasure that kindness forever,
because it freed them from wearing
their camp uniforms.
Students asked what it was like after
liberation, and she replied that she and
her mother stayed together, and she
was grateful to continue her education.
When asked if she ever questioned
her faith during the Holocaust, Ms.
Kaufman said she was not a particularly religious person in the sense of
attending synagogue, but she was a
person of deep faith, and that faith
sustained her. According to Ms.
Kaufamn, without faith, she believes
she would not have survived.

Erratum
Last week’s Westfield High School
Honor Roll should have been titled as
such. The banner was placed from a
previous issue. We regret the error.
See goleader.com/08jan24/12a.pdf

NEVER FORGET…Patricia Bixel, director of student personnel services, left,
Sherraine Senior, second from left, and Nidhi Manchery, right, greet speaker
Luna Kaufman, a Holocaust survivor, who came to Mount Saint Mary Academy
in Watchung earlier this month to speak at a Peace and Justice Prayer Service.

UCC Offer College For
Kids Workshops in Spring
CRANFORD – This spring, Union
County College’s Division of Economic
Development and Continuing Education will be offering its College for Kids
program, which includes courses for
kids from ages 4 to 12 and teens from
age 13 to 18.
Most courses for the spring session
will begin on March 1. Registration is
currently underway, and early registration is recommended, as enrollment is
limited.
For kids in pre-kindergarten, the
College for Kids program offers
“Twoosy-Doodlers” in which creative
arts are explored, using paints, textures, papers, glues and modeling
compounds.
“Mini-Doodlers” explores children’s
imaginations using paints, watercolors, pastels, and other creative tools.
“Pee Wee Extravaganza” is for kids
ages 4 to 6 and promotes the development of math skills, reading readiness,
artistic and creative skills, as well as
large motor skills.
Science workshops being offered this
spring include “Diggin’ for Dinosaurs,
Rockin’ Rocks and Crystal Creations.”
In this course, archeology and paleontology are explored, as kids excavate
and assemble complete skeletal replicas from simulated “fossilized” rock.
“CSI Science: Crime Scene Investigation” is for kids ages 8 to 12 and will
explore forensic-crime-scene investigations and crime-lab chemistry, as experiments are performed to solve the
tricky crimes.
Workshops in language arts and writing will also be offered. For kids ages
10 to 14, “Writing Skills Workshop
(journalism)” will explore today’s media. Different sections of newspapers
and magazines, as well as how to write
for them, will be presented.

“Book Report Workshop” will be
offered for kids ages 10 to 13 and will
help them learn how to start and finish
their report. Participants will learn the
skills needed to complete their reports.
These are some of the workshops
available in the College for Kids programming offered this spring at Union
County College.
For more information on the program, call the Office of Economic Development and Continuing Education
at (908) 709-7600 or e-mail
College4Kids@ucc.edu.

Scholarship Foundation
Announces New Awards
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Foundation announced that scholarship booklets and applications are now available
for all Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents who will be graduating from high
school in 2008 or who will be undergraduate students in college during the
2008–2009 academic year.
The booklets and applications are
available to be picked up from the
Counseling Services Office at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. In accordance with the instructions to be
found in the booklet, by March 1, Foundation President Ellie Kramps must
receive all applications.
Many of the scholarships are not
based on financial need but are available to students who demonstrate high
moral character, have a strong desire to
succeed academically and who are
motivated by self-help. Applicants
should follow the instructions presented
in the scholarship booklet and submit
their application, as well as accompanying materials, by the deadline and to
the address as indicated. Any questions
may be directed to Ms. Kramps at (908)
322-2337.
Beginning with the 2008–2009 academic year, a new scholarship has been
established to honor the memory of
Carl A. Swenson, Jr., a life-long member of the scouting community who

died suddenly in March 2006.
The $5,500 award will be presented
for the first time in 2008 to a graduating high-school senior from Fanwood
or Scotch Plains who has been active
in Boy Scouting.
The scholarship will be based on
merit and will be given to a young
man who has earned the rank of Star,
Life or Eagle. Preference will be given
to a scout from Troop 33, which is
sponsored by Fanwood Presbyterian
Church and the troop in which Mr.
Swenson. served for many years as
committee chairman.
Over the past 40 years, the board of
trustees of the SP-F Scholarship Foundation has administered scholarships
through the many gifts given by current
and former members of the two communities.
At the present time, it manages scholarships from 24 established funds and
21 individuals and organizations that
give money on an annual basis.
The foundation, as of this time, has
planned a total of $145,400 to be
awarded for the 2008 – 2009 academic
year.
If any members of the community
would like to contribute to the Dollars
for Students Fund, they may do so by
sending their gift to the SPF Scholarship Foundation, P.O. Box 123,
Fanwood, NJ 07023.

37 WHS Seniors Named
Bloustein Scholars
WESTFIELD – Thirty-seven
Westfield High School seniors have
been selected as Edward Bloustein
Distinguished Scholars. To be eligible, students must rank in the top 10
percent of their graduating class at
the end of junior year, with combined
critical reading and mathematics SAT
scores of 1260 or higher. The distinguished scholars are:
Claire Bennett, Britta Greene,
Katherine Roberts, Lauren Brachman,
Jonathan Holt, Stephanie Rowe,
Caitlin Burke, Neil Huskey, Melissa
Souto, Jordana Confino, Toni Ma,
Kelli Sullivan, Emily Cozzi, Benjamin Maimon, Liane Sullivan,
Katherine
Douglas,
Daniel
Markowski, Danielle Tepper, Evan
Einstein, Rebecca McNulty, Lindsay
Tishberg, William Eisenberg, Pratik
Mehta, Christine Tolias, John Falzon,
Kimberly Morawski, Lindsay Walsh,
Vincent Fitzpatrick, Marissa
Mumford, Cindy Wang, Evan Friedman, Maya Pincus, Daniela Weiner,
Matthew Gralla, Stephanie, Pinheiro,
Rachel Gray and Crista Ricci.

RAP ABOUT THE RAINFOREST… Billy B., who recreated the rainforest world
in the Jefferson Elementary School gymnasium, entertains the young students.
Students sang and danced as they learned about the ecosystem, including the
Brazil nut tree, the agouti’s teeth and stalking panthers. This program supported
the school’s two-year theme of “Every Day is Earth Day.”
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-116
amending (Resolution No. 2007-887)
AWARDED TO: Schenck, Price, Smith
& King, Morristown, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special counsel in the
matter entitled Estate of Donald Davis v.
UC, et als
COSTS: for an additional sum of $5,000
for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $30,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

ADDING UP…Seventh- and eighth-grade students from St. Bartholomew Academy (SBA) in Scotch Plains recently participated in the St. Joseph High School
Annual Mathematics Competition. The timed, 45-minute contest included 16
algebra, geometry and general math problems. More than 100 students participated, representing 19 central New Jersey elementary schools. All entrants
received certificates of participation.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-124
AWARD TO: Strategic Media Group,
Union City, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide media consulting and marketing services to the County
of Union
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $98,000.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

IT’S A SNAP…CRACKLE POP…Third graders at Franklin Elementary School
in Westfield recently participated in daily Science of Sound workshops presented
by Don Batchelder. Sponsored by the Franklin PTO’s Cultural Arts Committee,
this hands-on experience allowed the students to not only hear but actually see the
effects of sound waves. Pictured, from left to right, are Emily Sackett, Alexandra
Jackman and Matthew Basile from Arlene Vezza’s class, observing how the sound
of their voices causes a cereal puff to bounce along the top of a covered cup.

‘Healthy Bear’ Author
To Visit Local Library
SCOTCH PLAINS – Local author Hope Weinstein will present a
program for children ages 4 and up
on making healthy food choices
from 2 to 3 p.m. on Saturday, February 9, at the Scotch Plains Public
Library.
Ms. Weinstein will read from her
new book, “Healthy Bear Cooks with
Care: The Warming Winter Recipes,” which teaches children about
making healthy food choices in a
fun way. Participants also will help
to prepare and taste a healthy snack
and meet “Healthy Bear” in person.
Parents are invited to bring their
cameras to take pictures. Copies of
Ms. Weinstein’s book will be available for purchase. Registration is
required. To reserve a spot, individuals are asked to call (908) 3225007, extension no. 209, or e-mail
kids@scotlib.org with their name
and telephone number.
“Healthy Bear” will be held in
the library’s Community Room. All
programs at the library are free and
open to everyone. The library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For
more details or directions, call (908)
322-5007.
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/24/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-76
amending (Resolution No.2007-852)
AWARDED TO: Development Directions, LLC, Rahway, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to administer the Housing Assistance Program
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO BID
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town Of Westfield in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 a.m. prevailing time on Tuesday,
February 26, 2007 for the following:
RENOVATIONS TO THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING TO PROVIDE FOR TV36 STUDIO/OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE
CENTER
The work under this Proposal includes
furnishing all labor, materials and equipment necessary to complete the work as
shown on the Contract Drawings and described in the Contract Specifications, and
Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.
Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above mentioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or Bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in the amount equal to
at least ten percent (10%) of the base
amount of the bid, but not less than $500.00
nor more than $20,000.00. Each bid must
also be accompanied by a Surety Company Certificate stating that said Surety
Company will provide the bidder with the
required Performance Bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collusion Affidavit, Contractor’s Qualification
Statement and Statement of Ownership,
on the forms included in and explained in
the contract documents.
All bidders must submit with their bid a
copy of their New Jersey Business Registration Certificate. Failure to submit proof
of registration will disqualify the bid.
Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and must pay workmen the prevailing wage rates promulgated by the New Jersey State Department of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town engineer.
Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured at the office of the Town Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
non-refundable cost of contract documents
is $25.00 made payable to the Town of
Westfield, which must be paid in cash or
certified check. The Mayor and Council
reserve the right to reject any bid, and to
waive any informality in any bid, if in the
interest of the Town; it is deemed advisable to do so.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $56.61
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WF Girls End MSM’s Streak;
Boys Fall Short of St. Joseph
By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If anybody had any doubts about
the 2007-08 WHS swim teams being
ready for the upcoming state tournament, they were erased on January 22
before a standing room only crowd at
the Y’s Wallace Natatorium.
The Blue Devils took on two of the
state’s big parochial powers and put
on quite a show: the girls knocked off
Mount St. Mary, 91-79, ending the
Lions’ 61-meet unbeaten streak (590-2), which dated back to the 2002
state final against Red Bank Catholic;
the boys put up a huge struggle before
falling for the 15th straight time to St.
Joseph of Metuchen 95-75.
To emphasize the performance,
when the WHS coaches added up the
power points following the meet, the
girls had posted 4,489 – the second
best in school history to 4,518 in last
year’s state final – while the boys’
total of 4,057 was the team’s 14th
best over the past 15 years and second
best in the regular season.
It was the fourth time this year the
WHS girls had put up more than 4,000
power points in a dual meet, the others
being against Bridgewater-Raritan
(4,256), Immaculate Heart (4,224) and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (4,273).
“Judging by the power points, I
think we’re in pretty good shape,”
first-year girls coach Brooke Smith
said. “Some of the girls were a little
sick (against the Mount), but we swam
pretty fast. And I know the girls will
be faster. It’s very exciting.”
As usual, the freestyle duo of se-

nior Alexi Kuska (200, 500) and
sophomore Suzanne Lemberg (50,
100) were the top guns, each winning
two individual events and each swimming on a pair record-breaking relays. Lemberg also clocked a 53.15 to
rebreak the 100-freestyle record.
Kuska and Lemberg were joined by
Emily Budnick and Meredith Smith
on the winning 200-free relay in a
record 1:40.62, the second time in a
week that mark was bettered, and they
teamed with Liz Hawkins and Becky
DeLaFuente for a 3:40.61, nipping .07
of a second off the week-old mark.
But against a team that’s won five
straight state non-Public titles you
don’t win with just a couple of swimmers, and Kuska, Lemberg and
Hawkins (second in fly, first in back)
had plenty of assistance.
Smith split the opening medley relay and got the 2-3 she wanted with a
pair of solid times, 1:54.9 and 1:56.2.
Kuska’s win in the 200 was backed by
Smith’s personal best 2:02.7 and a
solid 2:03.9 by DeLaFuente. After
Maguire’s lifetime best 2:19.8 broke
up a possible 1-2-3 by the Mount in
the 200 IM, Lemberg won the 50 and
the Blue Devils trailed 34-28.
But things turned quickly when
DeLaFuente, a freshman, and
Hawkins came from behind in the
final 10 yards to finish 1-2 in the
butterfly. A 1-4-5 in the 100 tied the
meet at 47 and Westfield went up 5654 with another 1-4-5 in the 500.
The 4x50 race was extremely close,
as the Mount took the early lead, then
Kuska evened it up and it stayed even

until Lemberg pulled away in the
final few yards to win in 1:40.62.
Hawkins’ win in the backstroke
plus a 2-3 by Heffernan (lifetime best
1:10.9) and Maguire gave WHS an
81-75 lead into the final relay. But the
Mount had used up its guns, and
WHS’s foursome posted a school
record while the ‘B’ team came within
a hair of a 1-2 finish.
“The first part of the season was
really tough,” Hawkins said. “But I
think (beating Mount St. Mary) really puts us back on the right track.
I’m really happy with my times, and
I’m really excited for the rest of the
season.”
As far as the guys, St. Joseph won
enough touch-outs to hang on and
win a meet that was nearly as close as
the girls. It was tied at 31 after the 50
free and then tied again at 47 after
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

BUNDY, FERRARA, KANIA PLACE THIRD; GORE, JENNINGS GET FOURTH

Cannon, Blaes Win; Barnes, Ridge 2nd
At Union County Wrestling Tournament
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raiders Trevor Cannon and
Joe Blaes took top honors and
Westfield High School Blue Devil

GAB O’LEARY SINKS 17 POINTS, GRABS 11 REBOUNDS

Blue Devil Hoop Girls ‘Press’
Tiger Basketball Girls, 43-39
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Full-court press! A strategy that
was successfully engineered, especially in the first quarter, by the
Westfield High School girls basketball team, stunned the visiting Linden Tigers into a deficit they were
unable to erase in the Blue Devils’
crucial 43-39 victory on January 24.

Usually predators, the 10-5 lady Tigers became the prey and the 11-4
Blue Devils became the predators.
Within the first minute of the opening quarter, the tenacious press and
sharp passing paid dividends. Junior
point guard Tara Handza rolled in a
lay-up then an immediate steal on the
Tigers’ takeout set up Erin Miller’s 3pointer to give the Blue Devils a 5-0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HANGING ONTO A BIG BEAR…Raider heavyweight Joe Blaes, left, hangs onto Brearley Bear Travis Dilts in the
championship bout. Blaes grabbed the crown with a 7-4 victory.

John Barnes, along with Raider Mike
Ridge, finished second at the 33rd
Annual Union County Wrestling
Tournament (UCT) at Union High
School on January 26. Raiders Mike
Ferrara and Tristan Bundy, along with
Blue Devil Joe Kania placed third,
while Raider Dan Gore and Blue Devil
Ryan Jennings both grabbed fourth
place.
No. 8 David Brearley claimed six
individual champions and won its
third straight team title with 274.5
points, followed by the Roselle Park
Panthers, who claimed three champs
and totaled 238 points. The Raiders

placed third with 146 points and
Westfield placed ninth with 87 points.
Seeded first at 152-lbs, Cannon
had little resistance in his quarterfinal
bout but he did engage in a battle with
Brearley’s Steve Margolin, whom he
had beaten in a dual meet. Leading 64 early in the third period, Cannon
found a weakness to add a takedown
and a pair of nearfalls to seize a 13-4,
majority decision.
“He’s so aggressive that I think he
overused it. He’s one of my friends,
so I knew he had stuff coming at me,”
said Cannon.
Cannon’s title bout with Plainfield’s

(P) Dawud Hicks was even tougher.
Leading by one point late in the third
period, Cannon slipped his arm and
head underneath Hicks’ armpit to gain
a reversal. Hicks escaped but it was too
little too late and Cannon won, 9-7.
“He has the same funk style as I do.
I couldn’t really plan anything. He’s
going to be really big in the next
couple of years,” said Cannon. “I
worked so hard for this. I’m glad it
paid off.”
Blaes was seeded first at heavyweight and recorded a quick, 1:37 fall
in his quarterfinal bout. In the semis,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

lead. Within the next two minutes,
Katie Ponce and forward Gab O’Leary
each added two-pointers to stretch
the lead to 9-2. The Blue Devils won
the quarter, 13-7.
“The first part of the game we just
wanted to change some things a little
bit. When we did that, we took them
out of their game plan a little,” said
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING AROUND A TIGER…Blue Devil Tara Handza, No. 5, drives around Linden Tiger Courtney Melchione, No. 21,
on her way to the basket.

Builders Open House
Sunday, February 3rd • 1-4 pm
Call For Appointment

Westfield Gem

Stanley wishes everyone
a Happy Valentine’s Day!

156 Lincoln Rd. CH Colonial- 4 Beds, 3.5
Baths. Over 4,000 sq. ft of living space.
Top of the line fixtures, appliances, stone and
marble, oak flooring, Plain & Fancy kitchen
cabinetry. Old World Charm with today’s
most desired amenities. Brokers welcome.

$1,995,000.00 • 908-414-1208
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Devil’s Den

WF Arley Rojas Rolls 300
At Woodbridge Invitational
Westfield High School senior Arley
Rojas bowled a perfect 300 game in the
Woodbridge Invitational on January 26,
to help his team place third in the tournament with a total of 3,062. Jefferson
took the team title with a 3,079 and
Woodbridge was second at 3,064.
“It was interesting that Arley was
slumping of late and I decided to replace him in the starting lineup,” said
Blue Devils Head Coach Mike Tirone.
Rojas entered the first game in the
seventh frame as a substitute and proceeded to throw five straight strikes
and finishing with an eight-count. In
Game 2, Rojas rolled 12 more strikes
in a row for the 300 game. Rojas was
given credit for a 196 in Game 1 and
finished with a 687 series.
Jesse Embry had games of 210,
254 and 224 for a 688 series. Cocaptain Eric Curialle had games of
227, 231 and 174 for a 632 series.
In the team competition, Westfield
was matched against North
Brunswick.
“They have been rated in the top
ten by The Star-Ledger all year. We
knew it was going to be difficult to
beat them,” said Curialle.
In Game 2, the Blue Devils shot a
tournament-high totaling 1,167.
“That game is the new school
record,” said Coach Tirone.
Embry opened with 254 and
Curialle followed with 231, Matt
Marcus shot 214, Rojas had the 300
and Brett Ettinger shot 168. That game
propelled Westfield into the team lead
with 2,135, when added to their first
game total of 968. The Blue Devils
defeated North Brunswick, 3,062-

2,794. The 3,062 earned first place in
the first flight, but in the afternoon
Jefferson shot a 3,074 to win the
tournament and Woodbridge shot a
3,064 to place second.
On January 22, the Blue Devils defended its first-place position in the
Watchung Conference by defeating
second-place Elizabeth, 7-0, – match
score of 3,096-2,757 – to improve to
15-0 and jump its conference point
total to 73-4. Elizabeth scored two
points in each of the two previous
meetings. The Blue Devils 3,096 is the
highest conference total this season.
The Blue Devils won Game 1, 984932. Ettinger led the team with a 242
game. Embry shot 234. In Game 2,
Westfield won, 1071-913, as Embry
rolled a 245, Curialle and Marcus rolled
227 and 214, respectfully. Game 3
featured Marcus with 228, Ettinger
with 219 and Embry with 214, as the
Blue Devils won 1041-912.
The JV team also defended its first
place position by defeating secondplace Linden 7-0, with a match score
of 2,683-2,453. Kevin Murphy led with
a 556 series. Josh Ettinger (239 game,
532 series) and Trevor Yee, (224 game,
551 series) assisted. The JV point
record is 73-4 in conference play.

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
UCT Wrestling Tournament
West/Linden Girls Hoops
SPF/Shabazz Girls Hoops
Westfield/Union Wrestling
UCT Girl Track
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WHS Swimmers Look
For More County Gold

Devil of the Week
Alexi Kuska
Swimming

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Did anybody ever wonder what it is
that makes Phillipsburg the state’s dominant wrestling team for 50 years now,
and counting? Why Kearny was great
in soccer in the 1940s, and is still an
awesome team? How come
Moorestown never seems to lose in
girls lacrosse? Or how it is that, starting
sometime in the mid-1950s, swimming
became a big thing in Westfield, and
has grown and grown and continued to
be a force in New Jersey?
Westfield is just a medium-sized town
in western Union County, less than
30,000 people, with more athletic options than any other county town/school
offers. The high school currently has
varsity teams in 27 sports, including
winter options in basketball, wrestling,
bowling, ice hockey and track.
If you think about it, there really is
no rational explanation for the success. Plenty of other towns, especially
Scotch Plains, Summit and Cranford,
have plenty of summer swimming
pools, and Scotch Plains and Summit
both have YMCA’s with strong swim
programs.
Despite competition from the other
varsity sports, and the various private
and parochial schools in the area, WHS
has been the state’s dominant aquatic
force since 1957. The numbers are
staggering.
Victories: 733; the most of any school
in the state. Only Moorestown is also
over 700.
State championships: 20; the most
of any public school.

The Prettiest Street in Westfield

Weic he r t
This impeccably appointed arts and crafts home is nestled on a quiet picturesque street in one
of the most desirable northside neighborhoods. This home had classic old world beauty with
quality modern amenities. Tastefully decorated, with 4 br and 4 and a half baths, this residence
effortlessly combines sophistication with warmth and style. Displaying traditional architecture
and exquisite appointments, the rooms create an unforgettable setting for entertaining and
everyday living. The front and back stair, opposing fireplaces, leaded glass corner china cabinets,
and original solid six panel pocket doors, are just a few of the captivating features that this
premier home has to offer. The house is situated on half an acre of manicured grounds, just
blocks to train, schools and Westfield’s vibrant downtown area.

Weic he r t

State individual/relay champions:
112; runnerup Trenton has 87.
County championships: 53; runnerup
Pingry has two.
County individual/relay champions:
323; more than the combined total of
the rest of the county.
And that’s just the boys team.
Since the girls program started in the
late 1970s under legendary coach
Merilyn Diamond, WHS has won 25
county titles (out of 30), had 95 county
individual/relay champions and also
won 10 state team championships (trailing only Cherry Hill East’s 11).
People in Cherry Hill can ponder
how great they would be if they were
just one school. But Cherry Hill Township has over 70,000 residents spread
over 24 square miles (WHS is 29,000plus over 6.8 square miles), so that’s
not a realistic comparison. Even
Bridgewater-Raritan is a combined
50,000+ residents over 35 square miles.
It would take somebody with more
knowledge than The Den to explain
Westfield’s ability to produce more
outstanding swimmers, year in and year
out, than anywhere else. And this
weekend’s Union County championships at Elizabeth High School figure
to be a showcase for WHS. The boys
meet is tomorrow, starting at 5 p.m.,
while the girls meet is Saturday, beginning at 10 a.m.
The boys have won 53 of the 56
county championships that have been
held. WHS won 42 consecutive titles
from 1957-98 (there were co-titles
with Pingry in 1962 and Summit in
1986) before the streak was ended in
1999 by SP-F. WHS has won the last
eight and figures to make it nine in a
row tomorrow.
Senior Matt Green (50 free), junior
Chris DeLaFuente (100 butterfly) and
sophomore Matt Meserole (100 backstroke) are all returning county champions for WHS. Freshman Larry Zhang
is a threat to win the 100 breaststroke.
And that foursome will each be swimming a second event: Green the 100
free, DeLaFuente the 200 free, and
Meserole and Zhang both in the 200
IM. But WHS always wins this meet
with depth — the state champion 2000
team and the 2005 team each won just
one event at counties — and that’s
where guys like seniors Matt Blutfield
(fly, breast), Matt Gelmetti (breast),
Jon Holt (50 free), Luke Granstrand
(100 free) and Matt Haddad, juniors
Evan Paulan (fly, back), Matt Morgan
(IM, 500) and Max Blum (200,500),
sophomores Mike Oster (200, 100),
John Taylor (fly, back) and Andrew
Cordiero (500), and freshmen Nick
Boyle (50 free) and Jack Lorentzen (50
free) will help pile up points Saturday.
Summit is the likely runnerup, with
SP-F, Union Catholic and Oratory battling for third.
After graduating arguably the strongest class in school history, the WHS
girls figured to have yet another tight
battle at counties with SP-F. But after
last month’s resounding dual-meet victories over SP-F, and then top-ranked
Mount St. Mary, it looks like it would
take a miracle to keep WHS from its

16th straight title.
Senior Alexi Kuska (200, 500
freestyle) and junior Suzanne Lemberg
(50, 100 freestyle) are returning county
champions and own the school records
in their specialties. They are a 1-2
combination that is very reminiscent
of the boys’ Chris McFadden (200,
500) and Aaron Weber (50, 100) two
decades ago.
The highlight of the girls county
meet could come early, in the opening
medley relay, where WHS’s school
record (1:52.02) has stood since 1982.
Look for coach Brooke Smith to use
Liz Hawkins (back) and Kate
Heffernan (breast) with Lemberg (fly)
and Kuska (free) and take a run at it.
Last year’s foursome of Hawkins,
Katie Morgan, Brittany Reyes and
Lemberg went 1:52.55, and earlier
this year Hawkins, Heffernan,
Lemberg and Kuska went 1:53.21.
As on the boys side, there are many
good individual swimmers in the county
but WHS’s depth is staggering. In addition to the above four girls, helping at
counties will be juniors Catherine
Maguire (IM, breast), Stephanie
Albright (500 free) and Lauren Sullivan
(50 free), sophomores Meredith Smith
(200 free, back), Elaine Anderson (fly,
breast), Emily Budnick (50, 100 free),
Kyle Higgins (500) and Kelsey Wilson
(100 free), and freshmen Becky
DeLaFuente (200 free, fly), Ally Rose
(IM), Olivia Scrofani (IM), Kylie Bangs
(back) and Meg Kaveney (50 free).
The SP-F girls should earn the
runnerup spot, with Kent Place and
New Providence, coached by former
WHS swimmer Chris Driscoll, close
behind.
TO T OR NOT TO T
Let me make sure I have this right.
It’s OK to walk the halls of WHS wearing pajama bottoms or with the inappropriate dress that many of today’s
teens wear on a regular basis. But the
girls swim team is told they can’t wear
T-shirts that say this:
(Front): It’s not easy being the team
that all the other teams want to beat.
(Back): Especially with all the distractions on deck.
Under that is a picture of the four
boys swim team captains in assorted
muscle poses. They are wearing … are
you sitting down? … Speedos! Swimmers in Speedos, gasp!
What am I missing here? Maybe the
girls swim team being “punished” because of the Hi’s Eye’s “We put out
weekly” t-shirts. Those were far more
suggestive but, really, still no big deal
for high school kids in the 21st century.
Pajamas, microskirts and low-hanging spaghetti tops are OK, but an innocent T-shirt is a no-no? Did I miss an
issue of The Leader with the story on
Westfield becoming part of the Bible
belt?
DEN JEOPARDY ANSWER
Marilyn Lange.
ANOTHER PERFECT GAME
Whether it’s baseball or bowling, perfect games are not an easy thing to accomplish. WHS senior Arley Rojas, using a one-day-old ball, accomplished the
feat with a 300 game Saturday at the

Woodbridge Classic. It was the first perfect game by a WHS bowler since Scott
Bridgeman’s perfecto in the 1997 sectional meet. And, of course, it’s the second perfect game by a member of WHS’s
Class of 2008, baseball’s Evan Shapiro
having turned the trick last spring in the
county tournament against Summit.
RELATIVELY SPEAKING
Former WHS swimmers Kyle (’00)
and Keith McCloskey (’03) are the
nephews of Dave Pryor, the starting
center on WHS’s unbeaten 1977 football team. … Current WHS swim captain Matt Blutfield is the grandnephew
of Tony Triano (’35), a fullback on the
1933 WHS football team and also the
former owner of the late, great Glenview
Manor (later Seymour’s and now
Charlie Brown’s).
IN THE (E)MAIL BOX
In response to faithful reader Jeanne
Fitzpatrick at the House on the Hill,
Mount St. Mary in Watchung: First,
thank you for a beautifully written letter expressing your opinion. I checked
it closely for spelling and grammar and
it was perfect.
For the record, I have many longtime
friends who were educated the same as
you: catholic school all the way. That’s
fine and never a problem. I was writing
to Westfield athletes whose parents may
be thinking a catholic/private education is some kind of fast track to a
college scholarship. I was talking about
kids who go to public school until they
reach high school age and then their
parents think that going to the Mount,
Pingry, St. Joseph, Seton Hall,
Delbarton, St. Peter’s or any of the rest
will get them into a better college than
if they had stayed at WHS. That’s not
saying any of those schools are bad;
just saying that the WHS experience
will get any student or student/athlete
into any college just as well-prepared,
and far cheaper.
Thanks for reading and sorry (not
really) that your team lost to WHS last
week.
DEN JEOPARDY QUESTION
Who is the former Westfield High
School student, Class of 1970, who
was Playboy magazine’s 1975 Playmate of the Year? (She was a draft pick
of the Chicago Sting pro soccer team
and had a tryout in 1976, so she qualifies for The Den. She was also briefly
married to Jeff Pelosi, a member of The
Critters rock band.)
DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the
Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to swimmer Alexi
Kuska. No stranger to free subs from
Al, the University of Richmond-bound
senior rebroke her school record in the
200 freestyle and finally erased MeiMei Caroe’s 19-year-old 500 freestyle
record, then swam on a record-breaking relay in a win over SP-F. A week
later she swam on two more recordbreaking relays as WHS upset topranked Mount St. Mary.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS FOREVER!

Weichert

Offered at $2,400,000.
Call Meme Binko at 908-518-9684 or 908-451-0237 (cell) for a private showing.

TUDOR HOME FROM D.VILLANE CONSTRUCTION

Weic he r t

WESTFIELD . . . Elegant New Construction Tudor built by a respected local builder. D.Villane
Construction welcomes you to this unique 3,800 sq. ft. home. Great for entertaining, the 1st floor has
an open floor plan, designer kitchen, Formal Living Room and Dining Room and large Family Room
with a fireplace. The 2nd floor has 4 generously sized Bedrooms with a Master and Teen Suite. There
is an additional 3rd floor Bedroom/Office. A full finishable basement and large lot completes this
spectacular home. $1,475,000 MLS # 2455639

Invite Kerry in,
and he’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

Kerry McDevitt
weichert.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
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BARNES WINS KEY BOUT, JENNINGS RECORDS FALL

Blue Devils Catch Fire, Burn
Union Farmer Matmen, 37-21
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gearing up for the Union County
tournament, which was held on January 26, the Westfield High School
wrestling team caught fire and burned
an improving Union Farmer team,
37-21, in Westfield on January 23.
Unlike earlier in the season, the Blue
Devils, who won eight of the contested bouts, ceded only one forfeit.
“This wasn’t a bad Union team.
This is the best my team has wrestled

and county seeding was at stake.
LeMatty got two points with a lateral
throw takedown but Barnes answered
with a reversal. Using a devastating
crouch-and-half ride, Barnes added a
two-point nearfall in the second period and a three-point nearfall to go
with a reversal in the third period to
grab a 9-2 victory.
“He beat John, 8-2, when he was a
freshman. Last year, he beat him in
overtime. John has just narrowed the
gap and now he has blown past him,”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WALKAROUND TAKEDOWN…Blue Devil Sam Reichbach performs a
walkaround takedown on Farmer Rob Chardien in the 140-lb bout.

all year. We won a lot of head-toheads. We minimized the damage in
our losses. It’s a great way to head
into the county tournament,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz.
“We are improving. That’s what our
focus was at the beginning of the
season. This is the fullest that our
lineup is going to be this year. Now
we need a little consistency. The question I have for my team is, ‘can we
show up every day?’”
After heavyweight Joe Kania followed up on a Japanese throw with a
1:29 fall over Farmer Rich Gonzalez,
a “no bout” at 103-lbs and Farmer
Kevin Antoine pinning Jey Yingling
with a splaedle at 112-lbs, Blue Devil
Nick DeFreitas took just 46 seconds
to deck Malik Bradley at 119-lbs.
But the highlight bout of the
evening between Blue Devil John
Barnes and Union’s top wrestler,
Calvin LeMatty at 125-lbs, was next

said coach Kurz.
Farmer Chris Alvarez turned a 6-5
edge into a 12-5 win by converting a
desperation takedown attempt by
Christian Barber into six quick points
at 130-lbs. Joe Panarese gave
Westfield a 21-9 lead after turning
Peter Torres with a half nelson in 1:29
at 135-lbs. Sam Reichbach punished
Farmer Rob Chardien with a pair of
nearfalls and four takedowns to seize
a 14-4, majority decision at 140-lbs.
At 145-lbs, Ryan Jennings turned a
fireman’s takedown into a 2:18 fall
over Farmer Matt D’Amore.
“Ryan. He is giving up some weight.
He’s a pinner. It’s nice to have kids on
the bench, who we have confidence
in,” said coach Kurz.
Matt Shaffer at 152-lbs and Al
Workman at 160-lbs recorded respective 6-4 and 7-4 victories to up
Westfield’s lead to 37-9 and to clinch
the team’s victory. Despite being
nipped, 6-5, and 3-2, respectively,
Bill Kim at 171-lbs and Zach Frantz
at 189-lbs wrestled with fire.
WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
Hwt: — Kania (W) p Gonzalez, 1:29
103: — No bout
112: — Antoine (U) p Yingling, 4:37
119: — DeFreitas (W) p Bradley, 0:46
125: — Barnes (W) d LeMatty, 9-2
130: — Alvarez (U) d Barber, 12-5
135: — Panarese (W) p Torres, 1:29
140: — Reichbach (W) md Chardien,
14-4
145: — Jennings (W) p D’Amore, 2:18
152: — Shaffer (W) d Rory King, 6-4
160: — Workman (W) d Omar Sheibar,
7-4
171: — Jeff Homere (U) d Kim, 6-5
189: — Vin Kowalski (U) d Frantz, 3-2
215: — Jim Williams (U) won forfeit

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HITTING ONE FROM DOWNTOWN…Raider Molly Meehan, No. 24, nails a three-pointer early in the first quarter
against the Malcolm X. Shabazz Bulldogs.

M.X. Shabazz Bulldogs Rout
Raider Lady Cagers, 53-22
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Turnovers, shots that missed the
mark and difficulty in rebounding by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls’ basketball team led to a
53-22 victory for No. 1 M.X. Shabazz
in Scotch Plains on January 24.
Junior center Kaylin Jaichon led
the Raiders with seven points, six
rebounds and two blocked shots. Senior guard Molly Meehan hammered
a 3-pointer early in the game and

Blue Devil Hoop Girls ‘Press’ Tiger Cagers, 43-39
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil Head Coach Joe Marino.
In a few previous games, the Blue
Devils, normally a good foul shooting team, had trouble finding the net
from the line but the starters had more
success this time, hitting four in the
first quarter, five in the second and
going 2-for-2 in the third.
“I think the girls were concentrating a little better this time,” commented coach Marino.
The Tigers got into their game in
the next two quarters, penetrated the
inside more successfully and
outscored the Blue Devils, 12-9 and
13-8, respectively, to take a 32-30
lead. However, when the Tigers keyed
on scoring threats Miller, who fin-

ished with 10 points, and Handza,
who finished with nine points, Gab
O’Leary seized the offensive and led
all scorers with 17 points – seven in
the second quarter.
“Gab is tough inside. She’s going to
be tough to stop. They try to key on Erin.
If they do, we are going to have other
people open,” commented coach Marino.
The Tigers became frustrated because of the Blue Devils’ ability to
snip at them offensively from all ends
and the strategy of patience added to
the frustration, causing hesitation and
giving Westfield control of the boards
in the final quarter. O’Leary finished
with 11 rebounds (7 offensive, 4 defensive), Miller (5 steals) and Anne

Knisely (3 points) pulled seven boards
each and Ponce (4 points, assist)
grabbed six rebounds.
The patience portion resulted in
the first five, Blue Devil two-pointers
being set up by quality assists. Miller
finished with eight assists, Handza
had one and O’Leary (2 steals) finished with three.
“We were trying to work it around
and take some quality shots. We
weren’t looking to force anything.
(If) we get some good shots off, we
can make them,” said coach Marino.
Miller completed the Blue Devils’
scoring with a driving lay-up.
Linden
Westfield

7 12 13 7
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39
43

finished with five points and two
steals. Junior forward Jackie Law
bucketed three points and grabbed
four rebounds. Senior point guard
Kathryn DeCataldo (2 points, 2 steals)
had two assists. Emily Meehan (1
assist, 1 block) and Kendra Spady
each scored two points and Saxony
Nielsen contributed one point. Jynae
Judson led the 14-0 Bulldogs with a
game-high 16 points and Ebony Wilson chipped in seven points.
“We just panicked and lost our
poise. We were not catching the ball,
we were not throwing the ball well,
not moving to good spots, we were
rushing, could not hit shots when we
got them and it played right into their
hands,” said Raider Head Coach
Bruce Davis. “They’re quick. They
pressure you. They want you to throw
bad passes and we did. Then we get
behind, get rattled and start thinking
that we can’t do anything right when
we can but we kind of gave up on
ourselves and got a little bit down on
each other and it translates into no
harmony on the court.”
Molly Meehan opened the contest
with her 3-pointer; however, accurate
passes from Bulldog Keidre Simmons
and crafty maneuvers under the basket by Judson resulted in a 17-5 firstquarter lead. Scotch Plains was 2-for6 shooting free throws in that quarter.
Shabazz played hustle ball and continued to frustrate the Raiders with an

11-6 run to command a 28-11 lead at
the half. Law hit three points, Spady
went 2-for-2 from the line and Jaichon
contributed one point.
The Bulldogs continued to rattle
the Raiders and won the third quarter,
9-5. Jaichon hit 3-for-4 from the stripe
and dropped in a lay-up. The Bulldogs did not let up and won the final
quarter, 16-6. Law, DeCataldo and
Emily Meehan rolled in two points
each.
“We had a ton of turnovers, 28
totally perhaps, 18 at halftime I think.
We can’t run and gun with a team like
this. They have more weapons than
we do,” said coach Davis. “Defensively, I thought we did a pretty descent job once we adjusted a little bit.
When we started in a two-three and a
three-two, they were getting a lot of
stuff open. We switched to more of a
2-1-2 and we stopped some of their
scoring but they scored on turnovers
too, so that you can’t set up a defense
for. They pushed us way away from
the basket so we tried to run our
offense 45 feet from the baskets, while
we ended up relying on Jackie Law to
come out and run things outside for
us 35 feet from the basket. We need
for her to be 10 feet from the basket
hence no offensive rebounds, so scoring inside. We need to go back to
basics.”
MX Shabazz
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
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Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.
ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

SCOTCH PLAINS

COLONIAL

$530,000

4 Bedroom, 4 Bath Colonial with hardwood floors, New Kitchen with granite
counter top, huge basement with wine cellar. Immaculate, additional living space,
nanny quarters or in-law suite. Great for extended family. MLS # 2477857

WESTFIELD

SPLIT LEVEL

$580,000

Beautiful and spacious Bi-Level with 4 bedrooms and 2 1/2 baths, Formal Dining
Room, Living Room with hardwood floors. Updated Eat-In-Kitchen, huge Family
Room on ground level, sliders to patio and summer kitchen. MLS # 2461089

SCOTCH PLAINS

COLONIAL

$497,500

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

WYCHWOOD GEM

$1,499,900

This architectural gem blends old world elegance with 21st century technology. An arched
mahogany front door echoes the four stone arches of the front facade. Ten foot high windows,
with upper & lower transoms, anchor the spectacular entry foyer which opens to a formal
dining room, gourmet chefs kitchen & step down family room with 10 foot ceilings. Oversize
windows throughout flood the open floor plan with natural light. The master bedroom features
a tray ceiling, spa quality private bath, a huge walk-in closet and balcony overlooking the rear
property. Comfortably proportioned, this 11 room, 5 bedroom, 4 full & 1 half bath home
offers 4900 SF of beautifully crafted living space. MLS # 2462117

$649,000
SPLIT LEVEL
4 Bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Split Level home just steps away from Jefferson School. Its
many recent updates include the EIK w/granite counter, all baths, roof, CAC and
HWH. A large, sunny FR, newly finished hard wood floors, ample storage space &
convenience to town, schools & NYC transportation complete the appeal of this
lovely home. Make it yours today! MLS # 2477568
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Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

$1,575,000

This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom
interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large
center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast nook,
wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood burning fireplace w/
marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will host a full bath, closets, dry bar
& bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room &
walk up attic. The master suite will include his/her walk in closets, fireplace & a spa like retreat
w/Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283 for more details. MLS # 2370739

weichert.com
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

3 Bedroom 2 ½ Bath large colonial home. The entertainment sized living room
features hardwood floors and a wood burning fireplace. The large dining room will
accommodate holiday dinners. The eat-in kitchen has newer appliances. The family
room has a convenient half bath as well as access to the garage & backyard. A large
master bedroom features hardwood floors, a huge walk-in closet with dressing area
and full bath. Two additional bedrooms, each with hardwood floors, and a full
bath complete the 2nd floor. MLS # 2451433

53
22
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING TO GET LOOSE…Panther Craig Montgomery hangs onto Blue
Devil John Barnes’ ankle in the 125-lb title bout.

INTERESTING SITUATION…Raider Trevor Cannon, left, considers what to
do in his 152-lb title bout with Plainfield’s Dawud Hicks.

STUCK ON BOTTOM…Raider Mike Ridge, bottom, attempts to escape the
grasp of Brearley’s Matt Loffa in the 145-lb title bout.

Cannon, Blaes Win Titles; Barnes, Ridge Place Second at Union County Wrestling Tournament
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

he went to work on Rahway’s Andre
Hunt and turned him to his back in
3:31 with a plowing half nelson.
“I put as much pressure on him as
I could. He’s a big dude! I knew I was
stronger so I muscled him over with a
power half,” said Blaes, who added,
“It’s like last year (Districts) when I
wasn’t expected to go. This year I am
expected so I have to make a statement.”
Blaes became the victim of a firstperiod takedown in the championship bout with Brearley’s Travis Dilts,
but he quickly escaped. Blaes pulled
off an ankle pick takedown in the
second period, but Dilts tallied a pair
of escapes to ride a 4-3 lead into the

final period. Blaes escaped, received
a penalty point (stalling) then added a
takedown to grab a 7-4 victory and
the title.
“It feels amazing! He was good on
his feet. I just used my weight to my
advantage. I didn’t back up. I knew
the stalling point was going to win it,”
said Blaes.
Seeded third at heavyweight, Kania
won a 9-4 decision over GL’s Matt
Tansey then was locked in a 1-1 tie in
the semis before being caught in a fall
by Dilts. Kania came back to snatch a
3-2, overtime victory over Cranford’s
Joe Brady then he turned Hunt to his
back with a half nelson in 4:55 to take
third place.

“I was disappointed,” Kania said
about his bout with Dilts, “But you
got to have a short memory and get
ready to get back out on that mat. He
(Hunt) came after me like a ball of
fire and I knew he was going to tire
himself out. I saw him wrestle Joe
Blaes. He was sucking wind. He ended
up getting turned and pinned.”
Barnes began his march to the 125lb finals with a 3:59 fall over
Brearley’s Allen Phillips. In their second meeting in less than a week,
Barnes and Union’s Calvin LeMatty
faced off in the semis. LeMatty had
defeated Barnes handily in his freshman year and nipped him, 5-4, last
year, but Barnes punished LeMatty,

9-2, on January 24. LeMatty was more
conservative in the semis but Barnes
found his opportunity and settled him
with a headlock in 2:46.
“I have been waiting to beat him
since my freshman year. He came out
a little stronger this time, but I was
ready. He came up and I took the
headlock,” said Barnes
Barnes opponent in the finals would
be Panther Craig Montgomery, who
decisioned him, 3-0, at the Panther
Invitational in December.
“I’m going to wrestle him a little
harder. Montgomery slowed me down
last time but I’m going to have a more
fast-paced match,” said Barnes.
Montgomery, whose only loss this

www.PruNewJersey.com

Welcome to Scotch Plains
Exquisite
Colonial

Beautiful
2004 Colonial

Newly Renovated
Expanded Ranch

Located on private tranquil one acre
property. Home offers 10 spacious
rooms, including 5 bedrooms, 2 full
and 2 half-baths. In-ground pool
with cabana provides a great spot
for entertaining!
Priced at $999,000

Open floor plan, fantastic kitchen
with center isle, great room with
corner gas fireplace, 4 bedrooms
and 2.1 baths. Convenient to town,
schools and NYC transportation.

Features 8 rooms including formal
living room and dining room, 4
bedrooms and 2 full baths. Sunny
Florida room overlooks pretty
backyard!

Priced at $669,900

Priced at $649,000

resale

new homes

WESTFIELD OFFICE

fine homes

908.232.5664

relocation

mortgage

title

215 North Avenue West

insurance

Westfield, NJ 07090
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2008, An independently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

is a service mark of The Prudential Insurance Company of America. Equal Housing Opportunity.

A Company Beyond Excellence

WESTFIELD

$1,595,000

The personal residence of home builder, Joseph Buontempo of Buontempo Homes, is now available for purchase.
This stately residence combines formal living areas with casual space to accommodate todays lifestyle. Buontempo
has utilized his craft and ideas to renovate and add to the charm of this 5Br, 5.5 bath home originally built in
1958. Noteworthy features include three fireplaces, decorative moldings thru-out, hardwood floors, custom built
bar in Family Room, steam sauna, private heated in ground pool with cabana, and a state of the art Cherrywood
kitchen cabinets by Corsi. The home is situated on a wide landscaped half acre setting in the Franklin Elementary
School district. Visual tour at Realtor.com See by appt contact Anthony D’Agostino 732-388-9144.

Anthony J. D’Agostino
(732) 381-7477
www.ERAVillageGreen.com

ERA Village Green Realtors
35 Brant Avenue, Clark, NJ 07066 • (732) 381-7477

REAL ESTATE

REALTOR ®

season was a 5-4 decision to
Brearley’s Kenny Knapp (third in the
NJSIAA at 103-lbs in 2007), scored a
first-period takedown and added an
escape in the second period. Barnes
escaped in the third but Montgomery
held on with a 3-1 decision.
“I have to keep my momentum
going, stay strong and learn from
every loss,” said Barnes.
Ridge launched an arsenal of far
side single leg takedowns and
nearfalls to claim a 17-4, majority
decision over Panther Nick Longo in
the 145-lb quarterfinal then he advanced to the finals with a 3:40 fall
over Jennings.
“Right now, I’m concentrating on
taking it match-by-match and going
at (Brearley’s Matt) Loffa. Last time
I wrestled him, he won by a big margin, came up big in the third period.
This time it’s my turn to shine,” said
Ridge.
Loffa scored a defensive takedown
and an escape on Ridge to win the
title with a 3-0 victory.
In the wrestlebacks, Jennings
pinned Union’s Matt D’Amore in 4:50
with a wrist and half nelson combination before being decisioned by Longo
for third place.
Bundy defeated GL’ Joe Hoy, 7-1,
before being defeated by Brearley’s
Knapp (100th career victory) in the
119-lb semis. Bundy then grabbed a
14-3, majority decision over
Cranford’s Carmine Pellino before
blanking Rahway’s Nate St. Elme,
10-0 for third place. Knapp picked up
victory No. 101 and his third title
with a 3:40 fall over Panther Anthony
Zangari.
Ferrara reached the 140-lb semis
with a 9-1, majority decision over
GL’s Bryan Sobol then lost a heartbreaking, overtime bout to Rahway’s
Octavio Bent. He recovered to pin
Blue Devil Joe Panarese (fifth place)
in 2:20 with a pick-and-twist maneuver then pulled a slick duck under
takedown and added an escape to
defeat Brearley’s Dillon Geoghegan,
3-1, for third place.
“Immediately after that semifinal
bout, right away nothing else crossed
my mind except that I wanted to come
back and get third,” said Ferrara. “That
takedown was huge.”
At 135-lbs, Gore began his
wrestleback with a 1:29 fall over
Linden’s Felipe Ramirez then he
edged Blue Devil Sam Reichbach
(fifth place), 3-1. In the quest for
third, Panther Matt Krynicki scored a
third-period takedown to nip Gore 76.
Brearley’s Jesse Boyden won his
fourth UCT title at 215-lbs with a 5-

2 decision over Panther Mike Lefano.
Bear Umar Taramov recorded the
quickest pin in the final when he
stacked Plainfield’s Rashon Roach in
27 seconds at 160-lbs. Joe Lospinoso
(Outstanding Wrestler at lower
weights) won the 135-lb title with an
8-3 decision over New Providence’s
Wade Baldwin and Hany Elshiekh
won the 189-lb title with a 5-0 decision over Cranford’s Kevin Aldridge.
GL’s Mike Stepien won the 103-lb
crown with a 1:02 fall over Cranford’s
Joe Graccio and Matt Fullowan (Outstanding Wrestler upper weights)
grabbed the 171-lb crown with a 171, 4:00 technical fall over Rahway’s
Calib Taylor. Panther Jorge Branco
grabbed the 140-lb title with a 17-2
tech fall over Octavio Bent and Russ
Benner eked a 1-0 decision over GL’s
Pat Eichner for the 130-lb title. New
Providence’s Peter Terrezza won another UCT title with a 6-4 decision
over Panther Anthony Casselli at 112lbs.
TOP 10 TEAM TOTALS:
1. Brearley (B) 274.5, 2. Roselle Park
(RP) 238, 3. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S)
146, 4. Rahway (R) 136, 5. Cranford (C)
115, 6. Governor Livingston (G) 114, 7.
Union (U) 109, 8. New Providence (N)
100.5, 9. Westfield 87, 10. Johnson (J)
62
CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
103: — Stepien (G) p Giaccio (C), 1:02
112: — Terrezza (N) d Casselli (RP), 6-4
119: — Knapp (B) p Zangari (RP), 3:40
125: — Montgomery (RP) d Barnes (W),
3-1
130: — Benner (RP) d Eichner (G), 1-0
135: — Lospinoso (B) d Baldwin (N), 83
140: — Branco (RP) tf Bent (R), 17-2,
3:18
145: — Loffa (B) d Ridge, 3-0
152: — Cannon (S) d Hicks (P), 9-7
160: — Taramov (B) p Roach (P), 0:27
171: — Fullowan (G) tf Taylor (R), 17-1,
4:00
189: — Elshiekh (B) d Aldridge (C), 5-0
215: — Boyden (B) d Lefano (RP), 5-2
Hwt: — Blaes (S) d Dilts (B), 7-4
THIRD PLACE BOUTS:
103: — Anthony Madonia (B) d Jabari
Shults (R), 11-10
112: — Dan Reis (B) md Brandon Santos
(J), 8-0
119: — Bundy (S) md St. Elme (R), 10-0
125: — LeMatty (U) p Phillips (B), :51
130: — Mesut Ozcan (C) d Joe Kilburg
(J), 7-5
135: — Krynicki (RP) d Gore (S), 7-6
140: — Ferrara (S) d Goeghegan (B), 31
145: — Longo (RP) md Jennings (W),
15-3
152: — Margolin (B) p Frank Colder (G),
1:11
160: — Rich Weslock (RP) d James
Caldwell, 14-7
171: — Frank Yuro (RP) d Jeff Homere
(R), 10-8
189: — Zack Troutman (N) p Vin
Kowalski (U), 1:05
215: — Julian Campo (C) d Frank Tullo
(N), 1-0
Hwt: — Kania (W) p Hunt (R), 4:55
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JONES WINS SHOT, VEECK 2ND IN MILE

WF Girls End MSM’s Streak;
Boys Fall Short of St. Joseph

Lady Raiders Take 2nd
In Union County Track
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Carlaya Jones placed first
in the shot put, Brittney Veeck finished second in the mile, Sarah
Canfield took second in the high jump
and a trio of Raiders scored big in the
two-mile run to lift the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School girls to second
place with a 43 total at the Union
County Track & Field Championships at Dunn Center in Elizabeth on
January 28. Union won the team title
with a total of 56, Union Catholic tied
for third with 28 points and Westfield
finished 12th with a total of eight.
Favored to win the shot put, Jones
did just that by shoving the orb
36’7.75” to outdistance Rahway’s
Najah Allen, who finished second
with a throw of 32’2.5”. Union
Catholic’s Tiara Brown won the high
jump with a clearance of five feet and
Canfield finished in a three-way tie
for second with a height of 4’8”.
Danielle Allocco of Summit
crossed first in the two mile with a
time of 12:38.8 but Raiders Cathy
Harley, Cassy Valdes and Chana Biner
finished 2-3-4 with respective times
of 12:41.8, 13:24.1 and 14:33.8.
In the one-mile run, Veeck kept a
couple of steps ahead of Roselle
Catholic’s Ines Simoes until she was
overtaken with four laps remaining
in the 12-lap course. Simone maintained approximately a 20-yard lead

and Veeck attempted to stretch out
her stride to catch up but Simoes
held her pace and crossed first with
a time of 5:30.7 followed by Veeck
at 5:33.
“Nobody really wanted to take the
lead. I was hoping the Roselle Catholic girl would take the lead (early). It
was a too slow of a pace at the beginning, which was OK. If Britt(ney)
would have made a move earlier, that
might have made a difference. Being
almost six-feet tall, these turns are
too tight for somebody her size,” said
Raider Head Coach Jeff Koegel. “The
girl who beat her is no slouch. She’s
very good, so I’m not upset about the
outcome. We will just move on and
get ready for the states.”
Union Catholic Vikings Alexis
Cubbage, Tess Lowe, Genesis Fulmer
and Samantha Peters won the onemile relay with a time of 4:29.
Westfield finished third with a time
of 4:35.2 and the Raiders finished
sixth at 4:41.2. Vikings Fulmer and
Caryn Grabowski finished 4-6 in the
60-yard hurdles with respective times
of 9.2 and 9.5. Peters crossed fifth in
the 880-yard run with a time of 2:38.9
and Lowe crossed fifth in the 440yards at 1:06.4.
TOP 10 TEAMS:
1. Union 56, 2. Scotch PlainsFanwood 43, 3. Union Catholic, Summit, Elizabeth 28, 6. Roselle 23, 7. Roselle
Catholic, Kent Place 14, 9. Rahway 12,
10. Johnson 10

D. Blair Corbin’
Corbin’ss
Blue Devils

Raiders

ane
Lane
Walk Down Memory L
From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The SPF Times
January 2, 2003: Junior guard Jan
Cocozziello (7 rebounds, 4 steals) led
all scorers with 22 points and junior
forward Joe Korfmacher (12 points, 9
rebounds, 3 steals) hit two key free
throws late in the fourth quarter and
followed with a crucial steal to scoot
the Westfield High School boys basketball team past host Scotch PlainsFanwood, 48-46. Sophomore guard
Lakiem Lockery led the Raiders with
12 points and freshman center Lance
Thomas led in rebounds with nine,
while sinking 10 points and snagging
two steals.
January 31, 2003: The Blue Devil
boys touched first in seven of the 11
events and easily sailed to their 46th
Union County swimming championship in 47 years at Dunn Center in
Elizabeth. Westfield totaled 337 and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood finished second with 168. Ryan Bartholomew,

Vin Shen, Zack Coppa and Chris
Heinen touched first in the 200-yard
freestyle relay with a combined time
of 1:29.53 to break the former record
of 1:30.2 set by Blue Devils Dave
Perkowski, Doug McOwen, Harvey
Gerber and Peter Heesch in 1965 –
the longest-standing UC meet record.
January 28, 2003: After incurring
a 48-46 setback on January 9, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys’ basketball team earned a share
of local bragging rights by edging host
Westfield, 58-56. Raider junior guard
Sean Fuller led all scorers with 19
points and Blue Devil junior guard Jan
Cocozziello finished with 14 points.
January 29, 2003: The 7-3
Westfield High School wrestling team
defeated 7-4 Union, 48-21, in Union.
The Farmers received the biggest
shock when undefeated Chuck
Mueller – the 2001 Union County
champ at 135-lbs. – was pinned by
Ethan Powell in 5:05.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN A TIGHT RACE…Raider Brittney Veeck, front, has a slight lead on Roselle
Catholic’s Ines Simoes in the one-mile run during the Union County Track &
Field Championship.

Westfield Y A Girls Defeat
Wyckoff Y Girls, 111-97
The Westfield “Y” girls A swim team
defeated the Wyckoff “Y” team, 111-97,
on January 19 to up its record to 5-0.
8U – Shannon Pyle won the 25breaststroke and 25-backstroke.
Emily Oster finished second in the
25-free and first in the 25-fly. Muriel
Maloney (25-free, 25-back) and
Emily Beattie (25-breast) placed third.
9-10 – Elise Morano finished first
in the 100-IM. Courtney Day touched
first in the 50-fly. Caroline Basil
touched first in the 50-back and second in the 50-breast. Katherine Duffy
(50-free) and Gwen Devin (50-fly)
touched third. Duffy, Day, Devin and
Morano won the 200-free relay.
11-12 – Becky Zhang (100-IM, 50breast) and Carly Whitmer (50-free,
50-fly) touched first. Audrey Bangs
placed second in the 50-back.
13-14 –Allison Rose (200-IM),
Summer Thomas (100-free) and Kylie

Bangs (100-back) placed third. Loren
Ball, Thomas, Olivia Scrofani and
Meg Kaveney won the 200-free relay.
15-18 – Suzanne Lemberg won the
200-IM and 200-back. Meredith Smith
touched first in the 100-free and second in the 200-back. Becky Krakora
won the 200-breaststroke and took
second in the 100-fly. Elaine Anderson placed second in the 200-breast.
Krakora, Emily Budnick, Smith and
Lemberg won the 200-free relay.

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
908-233-6417, Direct Dial

yards to finally erase Mei-Mei Caroe’s
name off the record board in the 500
freestyle, before joining Lemberg,
Budnick and Hawkins for a school
record in the 200 freestyle relay.
The final dual meets before the
state tournament were last Saturday
at Lawrenceville’s Lavino Pool. The
boys were unable to win even one
event as the powerful Big Red won,
104-66, while the short-handed girls
had to rally in the final three events to
win 93-77.

Keenan Brothers Glow
At GMC Swim Meet
SCOTCH PLAINS – Junior Donny
Keenan and sophomore Patrick
Keenan from Scotch Plains, attending
St. Josephs High School in Metuchen,
helped the Falcons win the Greater
Middlesex County swim meet on January 26 at Princeton University.
Donny touched first in the 200medley relay at 1:42.55 and touched
fifth in the 50-free at 22.94. He also
touched fourth in the 100-breaststroke
with a time of 1:03.74. Donny’s 200free relay team touched first with a
time of 1:32.02. Patrick went a 52.88
in the 100-free and touched fifth in
the 200-yard free relay with a time of
1:35.23. Four hundred-and-ten athletes from high schools in Middlesex
County participated in the finals.

Expect More!
…FEATURED HOME

Blue Devil Icemen Split
Pair of Hockey Games
Westfield High’s ice hockey team,
led by captain Jimmy Bender, defeated Hunterdon Central, 3-0, on
January 25 but fell short to Hopewell
Valley, 4-3, on January 28.
At Aspen Ice in Flemington, the
Blue Devils avenged an earlier homeice loss to Hunterdon Central.
Bender’s two goals, both assisted by
sophomore defenseman Joe
Kramkowski, complemented the perfect goaltending performance by senior Matt Fritz. Bender’s co-captain
and line-mate, senior Craig Esposito,
also scored.
At the Warinanco Rink in Roselle,
despite Bender’s heroics, Westfield fell
short in a seesaw battle with Hopewell
Valley. Bender scored three times in the
second period, twice giving Westfield
the lead, at 1-0 and, in the final minute,
3-2. Esposito, junior Mike Foley and
freshman CJ Meyer each had an assist
for Westfield. But Hopewell Valley,
beaten only once all season, played a
strong third period. With under seven
minutes remaining, junior Pat Haig
scored twice in 64 seconds, allowing
his team to escape with the win.

Chris DeLaFuente touched out the
Falcons’ Tim Mancuso to win the 100
free in a swift 49.27.
The next two races didn’t go as
coach Jeff Knight had planned, however. Hoping for a 1-3 in the 500 (nine
points), he got a 2-4 (six points);
hoping for at least a first and third in
the 200-free relay (10 points), he got
a second (four). Where he hoped for
19 points he got 10. Add in narrow
losses in the breaststroke and 400free relay and you can see that it was
a very winnable meet for WHS.
“There were a couple places I look
back and see a switch would’ve
helped, but I can’t complain over
4,057 power points,” Knight said.
Top WHS performances of the day
were DeLaFuente’s 1:47.7 in the 200
free and 49.2 in the 100 free, Matt
Green’s win in the 50 free and 5:06 in
the 500 free, a 56.8 100 fly by Evan
Paulan and John Taylor’s first subminute butterfly, and Matt Gelmetti’s
lifetime best 1:07.29 in the 100 breaststroke.
A week before the St. Joe’s/Mount
battle, WHS had taken on archrival
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, but the Devils dominated, the boys winning, 12347, and the girls romping, 108-62.
Highlight of that meet was the surreal performance of Kuska, who rebroke
her school mark in the 200 freestyle,
then came on strong in the final 50

WESTFIELD $3,795,000

WSF0065

CUSTOM COLONIAL
6 BEDROOMS, 7.1 BATHS
MAGNIFICENT STONE CREEK
CONSTRUCTION

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Elite
NJAR Circle of Excellence
Platinum Level 2002-2006

Westfield Office
209 Central Ave
908-233-5555
Diret:908-301-2015
www.hye-youngchoi.net
hye-young@att.net
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2006
Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2006, Platinum: 2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: Mary.McEnerney@cbmoves.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

Open House: Sunday, February 3rd 1:00 - 4:00pm
519 Grove Street, Westfield

517 North Chestnut St. Westfield, New Jersey
Open House Sunday, February 3rd 1:00—4:00PM
A fabulous addition (2007) consisting of a fire lit family room, and a master suite blends
seamlessly with the classic details that enliven this enchanting Colonial. Hardwood
floors, traditional moldings, custom built-ins, French doors and Pella windows fill the
living room, formal dining room and the den with charm. There are three more bedrooms
and a walk-up to the third floor with another room, all there to welcome your family. A
wonderful deck, a great location, numerous desirable updates, newer 1st & 2nd floor
baths (2005) and a new gourmet kitchen (2007) create an ideal setting for anyone. Presented for $819,000. Dir: E. Broad to N. Chestnut

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

This enchanting cottage exudes warmth and charm. The first floor features a lovely Living Room
with decorative Fireplace, formal Dining Room with arched entryway, Bedroom, Den, sun-filled
Kitchen with a unique dining area and Full Bath. The second level includes a Master Bedroom
with Dressing Room, Bedroom and Half Bath. Noteworthy features include: Hardwood Floors,
150 amp. service, lots of closet space and much more. Close to Tamaques Park, all schools, town
and transportation. A joy to see! Offered for $479,000.
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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WF’s Ava Scheininger Wins
Gold at Maccabean Games

Courtesy of Gwen Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Skaters of all ages participated in the Westfield High School Ice Hockey Team
Annual Skate-A-Thon held on January 19 at Union Sports Arena. The event kicked
off with the high school team skating laps for pledges. Major activities included:
taking shots on the high school goalies, shooting pucks at targets, stick handling
through an obstacle course, relay races and having shots timed by a speed gun.

St. Bart’s Men’s Softball
Applications Due Feb. 19
St. Bartholomew Men’s Softball
League veterans should submit their
applications for this year by February 19. After that date new players
will be accepted where veterans did
not submit their applications.
Applications are available for men,
a minimum of 30-years-old, who want
to join a great softball league. They
may be picked up in Scotch Plains at
Standard Pest Control or Sideline
Sports and in Fanwood at Family
Investors Company.
Year 2008 will mark the league’s
PUBLIC NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
BOARD OF EDUCATION
OF THE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
SCHOOL DISTRICT
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
February 28, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. sealed
proposals will be received by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education at
the office of the Business Administrator at
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076 for the following:
AUDITING AND ACCOUNTING SERVICES
Specifications and full information may
be obtained upon request at the Business
Office of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education, Evergreen Avenue & Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.
BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE SCOTCH PLAINSFANWOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
Anthony Del Sordi, Board Secretary
1 T - 1/31/08, The Times
Fee: $24.48

30th year. The league started with
four teams and has grown to 10 teams.
Much of the league’s success can be
attributed to the fact that new teams
are chosen each year during a draft
ala the NFL’s college draft.
There are a few more openings for
children or adults who would like to
be paid scorekeepers. If interested,
please call Dave Rothenberg at (908)
233-3678. If any players would like
to help write weekly league press
releases, please contact Dean Talcott
at (908) 322-6577 or by e-mail at
deantalcott@comcast.net.
There will be no rule changes for
2008. The league would like to thank
Mike Jonny for being a captain last
year. He will be replaced by Tony
Radice. For more information about
the league, including a downloadable
application, please visit the league’s
website at www.stbartssoftball.com.

Ava Scheininger of Westfield
helped the U.S. women’s soccer team
bring home the gold medal from the
11th Pan American Maccabean
Games held in Buenos Aires, Argentina by scoring four goals in the tournament. The team, fielded from all
over the United States, was undefeated in their quest for the gold medal
with shut outs in each match. Argentina received the silver medal and
Brazil received the bronze.
The Pan American Maccabean
games included 21 sports with 20
countries participating. The venues
were held throughout the city and
suburbs of Buenos Aires with the
help of the local Jewish community,
as well as, the local and Argentinean
federal government.
The Pan American Maccabean
games are held every four years and
have been in existence for over 40
years. It is organized by the Maccabi
World Union (MWU), founded in
1895 to promote Jewish participation
and excellence in sports and is the
largest Jewish membership organization in the world. The Pan American Maccabean games enhance Jewish identity and awareness, promote
Jewish culture and values, and

strengthen Jewish solidarity with Israel, while providing an opportunity
to participate in sports on an international level.
Scheininger, a senior at
Morristown-Beard School, will play
for Johns Hopkins University next
fall.

HONING THEIR SKILLS…St. Bartholomew Academy (SBA) Cheerleaders
have been demonstrating their skills at home basketball games. Cheerleading
Coach Laura Sabatell has been on working with the SBA cheerleaders for the past
six seasons. SBA provides quality education to students in Pre-K through 8th
grade and is located on Westfield Avenue, in Scotch Plains.

FSPY Swim Boys Prepare
For State Swim Season

Ava Scheininger

Gajdzisz, Jeff Peart and Matt DiBiasse
grabbed State times and Aaron Markey
touched for a Silver time.
Freestyle – 9-10 Declan Murphy
earned Silver times in the 50, 100 and
200-free. 11-12’s Tim Walsh and Matt
Giardiello had personal-best State
times and Matt Marino clinched a
Silver time with his season’s best.
Backstroke – Zach Arber (age 7),
8U Colin Sullivan, 9-10 Nolan Kearns
and Eric Chang, and 11-12’s Philip
Edwards and Brendan McKenna
earned Silver times. 9-10 Skoog
notched another State time.
Breaststroke – 9-10s Wang and
Auda in the 50-yard; 11-12s Gajdzisz,
Markey and Peart in the 100-yard and
Greg Baliko (age 13) earned state
times.
Butterfly – 11-12 Alex Favreau and
Sam Bebout in the 50 earned Silver
times. 11-12 Tim Walsh earned a State
time in the 100. 11-12 Tyler Lessner
and Joe Dunn (age 13) grabbed Silver
times in the 200-fly.

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

TAKE NOTICE that on the 23rd day of
January, 2008 at 7:30 p.m., the Planning
Board of the Borough of Fanwood adopted
amendments to be incorporated into the
2005 Borough of Fanwood Municipal
Stormwater Management Plan as an element of the 1998 Master Plan.
A copy of the amendments are available
for inspection in the office of the Planning
Board Secretary at Borough Hall during
normal business hours.
Pat Hoynes
Fanwood Planning Board Secretary
1 T - 1/31/08, The Times
Fee: $14.79

THIRD PLACE IN GYMNASTICS…The Surgents Level 5 boys team placed
third last weekend in the West Point Invitational Meet. In addition to placing third
as a team, Michael Stokes, Benjamin Norton and Elijah Rutter took home medals
for individual events. Pictured, left to right, are: Blaine Wison (3-time Olympian
and 2004 Silver Medal winner), Stokes, Brian McCarthy, Amiel Rivera (Coach),
Norton, Rutter and Brendon McCabe.

See it all on the web in color . . .

Weic he r t

PUBLIC NOTICE

www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)
*REVISION TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

PUBLIC NOTICE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)
*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETING:

Open Agenda Meeting

TYPE OF MEETING:

BUDGET

DATE OF MEETING:

February 7, 2008

DATE OF MEETING:

Thursday, February 21, 2008

LOCATION:

Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

LOCATION:

Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME:

6:30 p.m.

TIME:

7:30 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING:

Board Workshop on Long Range Planning

PURPOSE OF MEETINGS:

Budget Presentations

Action will be taken.
Fee: $28.56

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC NOTICE

ACTION TO BE TAKEN:
1 T - 1/31/08, The Times

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains boys
Red team finished 2-2 in its inaugural
year, and the Black team finished 3-0,
placing first in their division by beating powerhouse teams from
Ridgewood, Lakeland Hills and
Somerset Valley.
Under Head Coach Chris Feinthel,
the team had turned its attention to
the year-end YMCA State (Gold)
Championships and Silver Championships. The 8U Championships are
in February and some of the 14+
swimmers are looking to the YMCA
Nationals held in April.
Qualifying times/season bests:
100IM – 8U Nick Heath and Brody
Rash posted season-best races. 9-10s
Jason Steinberg, Henry Chang and JB
Walling made Silver qualifying times
and Marcel Green earned a state time.
11-12s Andrew DiBiasse and Peter
Tomljanovic earned Silver times.
200IM – 9-10s Matthew Auda earn
a Silver time and Alex Skoog and Alex
Wang earn State times. 11-12s Ryan

Weic he r t

ACTION TO BE TAKEN:
1 T - 1/31/08, The Times

Action will not be taken.
Fee: $28.56

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 3/6/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey
Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; for:
Route I-78 & Garden State Parkway Interchange 142, CONTRACT NO.
052985450; Interchange Improvements, Townships of Union and Hillside in
Union County, Township of Irvington in Essex County, Essex and Union
Counties; Federal Project No: HPP-NH-078-5 (094); DP NO: 07169

Weichert

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution. Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 1/17/08, 1/24/08 and 1/31/08, The Leader
Fee: $183.60

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
908-233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2006
Weic he r t

510 Codding Road Westfield, New Jersey
Open House Sunday, February 3rd 1:00—4:00PM
Abundant sunlight, a fabulous flow and ample room fill this spacious young Colonial
with a dramatic ambiance. The entry foyer opens onto an interior adorned with hardwood floors, superb moldings, tray, box beam, cathedral & vaulted ceilings, skylights
and plentiful closet space. The living room and formal dining room compose a marvelous
entertaining venue while the fire lit family room adjoins the fabulous kitchen and breakfast area. An airy master bedroom with walk-in closet & full bath joins three more bedrooms on the second floor. A walk-up to the third floor, second floor laundry, a delightful
yard with deck and a convenient location, close to town & transportation, craft a home
that is easy to move in to. Presented for $835,000. Dir: Rahway to Codding

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

WESTFIELD . . . Pristine Center Hall Colonial with great flow. This wonderful home features a
living room with hardwood floors, dining room with hardwood, large family room with wood burning
fireplace, eat-in-kitchen with cherry cabinets and sliders to deck, 1/2 bath, laundry/mud room. The
2nd floor boasts an oversized master bedroom with hardwood floors, full bath and walk-in closet.
Three additional bedrooms all with newer carpeting, full bath and double sized hall linen closet. Huge
unfinished basement gives room to expand. Oversized 2 car attached garage with loft. Park like property
and beautiful deck. Extremely well maintained and updated. $879,900 MLS # 2478774

Invite Nancy in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

Nancy Kronheimer
weichert.com

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 2/26/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Re-Advt. Maint. Long-Life Pavement Marking Cont., North - 2008, Various locations
in Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union Counties and Warren
County - Including and North of Route 57, Region North; 100% State; DP No: 08425
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 1/31/08, 2/7/08 and 2/14/08, The Leader
Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Roy Mandelbaum & Mary Jo
McShane, 934 Ripley Avenue, Applicant
seeks permission to construct a second
story addition contrary to Sections 12.04F1,
12.04E1 and 11.09E7 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
coverage by buildings and above ground
structures of 20%. Present is 26.6. Proposed is 28.7%. Ordinance allows a maximum habitable floor area of 35% (1,800
square feet). Proposed is 36.2% (1,865
square feet). Ordinance requires a minimum rear yard setback of 35 feet. Present
is 37.7 feet. Proposed is 34.2 feet to the
second floor balcony.

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on February 11, 2008 in the Council Chambers in
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for variance(s) from the requirements of
the Westfield Land Use Ordinance.
Janet Smith, 202 W. Dudley Avenue,
Applicant is seeking permission to construct a fence in the street side yard of a
corner lot contrary to Section 12.07C of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum height of 4 feet for a
fence in a street side yard of a corner lot.
Present is a 6 foot fence. Proposed is a
fence graduating in height from 4 feet to 6
feet.
Michael & Marcie Yates, 266 Kimball
Avenue, Applicant is seeking permission
to retain a fence in the street side yard and
front yard of a corner lot contrary to Section 12.07C of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance allows a maximum height of 4
feet for fences in the front yard and the
street side yard of a corner lot. Present
and proposed is fencing ranging in height
from 4 feet 6 inches to 4 feet 10 inches and
fence post ranging in height from 4 feet 10
inches to 6 feet.
Josephine Ward-Gallagher and
James Ward, 201 & 215 Prospect Street,
Applicant is seeking permission to park
trucks, vans, motorized landscape and
construction equipment and other vehicles,
on a temporary basis, in conjunction with
construction at 111 Prospect Street contrary to Sections 15.03B, 15.03I, 15.03J
and 15.04A of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance allows one truck or van used
for commercial purposes to be parked or
stored on a residential property only when
such a vehicle is owned or operated by the
owner or occupant of the residence. Ordinance prohibits parking or storage of motorized landscape equipment on a residential property. Ordinance prohibits parking or storage of construction equipment
on a residential property. Proposed is temporary parking for multiple prohibited vehicles. Ordinance prohibits outdoor storage of construction materials. Proposed is
outdoor storage of construction materials.
Martin & Karen Zahler, 1015 Ripley
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a one-story addition and a deck
contrary to Sections 11.09E7, 12.04F1,
and 12.04F2 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum rear yard
setback from the principal structure to the
rear property line of 35 feet. Present is
40.78 feet. Proposed is 28.85 feet. Ordinance allows a maximum coverage by
buildings and above ground structures of
20% without a deck. Present is 17.7%.
Proposed is 21%. Ordinance allows a
maximum coverage by buildings and above
ground structures of 22% with a deck.
Proposed is 23.9%.

Sun Institute (Dahn Yoga), 241 North
Avenue West, Applicant seeks permission to install a 24 inch x 24 inch sign,
perpendicular to the wall of the building
contrary to Section 16.03C2 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance permits
signage attached to the wall. Proposed is
signage placed perpendicular to the wall.
Risa Lower, 810 Prospect Street, Applicant seeks permission to construct a
one story addition contrary to Section
11.08E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum side yard setback of 10 feet. Present and proposed is
5.2 feet.
Dr. & Mrs. James Frost, 5 Radley Court,
Applicant seeks permission to construct a
two story addition contrary to Section
11.06E7 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a rear yard setback of 35
feet. Present is 30 feet. Proposed is 20 feet.

WESTFIELD:
Messercola Brothers Building, Co.,
Inc. to Alexander Stepanewk and
Maria Yaroshenko, 828 Grant Avenue, $1,210,000.
Edward A. and Sherry L. Boll to
Lawrence S. Robin and Barbara E.
Klein, 31 Scudder Road, $1,775,000.
Lawrence E. and Barbara C. Pargot
to Joseph E. and Jennifer M. Smith,
629 Drake Place, $432,600.
Andre V. and Shannon A. Malok, to
Gayle Regan, 36 Woodbrook Circle,
$1,240,000.
Brian and Jennifer Power to Christopher Lee Stevenson and Qiang
Qiang, 673 Shackamaxon Drive,
$805,000.
Todd Doughty and Randy Losapio
to Jose I. and Terri L. Pastor, 915
Grandview Avenue, $459,000.
Eleanor Brennesholtz to TR
Homes, LLC, 413 Clifton Street,
$420,000.
Needle-Point Homes, LLC to Eric
and Sara N. Rubel, 1330 Overhill
Street, $1,100,000.
Marc N. and Ronnia A. Epstein to
Matthew M. and Beth A. Jarecki, 9
Burrington Gorge, $900,000.
Peter A. and Maureen C. Gordon to
Antonio T. Fernandez and Pinky T.
Abrenilla, 592 Chestnut Street, North,
$679,000.
Benjamin Chodor and Julie Share
Chodor to Louis J. and Lorraine M.
Macaluso, 757 Norman Place,
$775,000.
Susan and Charles M. Fleisch to
Benjamin M. and Julie A. Chodor,
827 Knollwood Terrace, $925,000.
Eric M. and Sara N. Rubel to
Stephen M. and Megan E. Trask, 132
Lincoln Road, $999,999.
John W. and Barbara A. Chiesa to
Ralph A. Rapuano, Jr., 207 Sunset
Avenue, $605,000.
Carol and Geoffrey Aberdeen to
Carl E. E. and Carmen R. Kuntze, 322
Lawrence Avenue, $1,080,000.
Christopher and Michelle A. Ellis
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Recent Home Sales
to Prudential Relocation, Inc., 627
Hillcrest Avenue, $609,000.
Robert Grella and Jaime Lehrhoff
to Carl and Suzanne Pansini, 732
Coolidge Street, $840,000.
James L. and Carolyn E.
McCloskey to George and Eleanor
Pinho, 524 Washington Street,
$599,900.
Kenneth B. Metz to Sean and Riva
M. Waller, 858 Summit Avenue,
$1,150,000.
SCOTCH PLAINS:
David M. and Elizabeth M.
Sutherland to Michael J. Menditto,
Jr. and Michelle Gallagher, 1951
Bartle Avenue, $470,000.
Linda L. Reusmann, Trustee of the
Barbara J. Reusmann Trust, to Susan
L. and Donald W. Buchanan, Jr., 1978
Parkwood Drive, $510,000.
Jane F. Ellis to Richard A. and Lisa
P. Rouder, 15 Fenimore Drive,
$600,000.
Franklin and Fiona E. Rachel to
Zahid Nisar and Amanda Quraishi,
2215 Pine Terrace, $420,000.
School Solutions, LLC to 1819
Front Street, LLC, 1819 Front Street,
$412,404.
Peter and Vivien Plesmid to Philip
and Myranda Shimko, 2068 Mountain Avenue, $410,000.
Arlene Podesla, et als to James
Kelk, Jr. and Alice Triano, 370 Cook
Avenue, $315,000.
Leslie A. McCleary to Janice M.
Jordan, 18 Malanga Court, $310,000.
Needlepoint Homes, LLC to Brian
J. and Jennifer Power, 21 Essex Road,
$825,000.
Matthew and Dana Gaffner to Lin
Shu-Fang Lee, 802 Donato Circle,
$469,000.
Arthur J. Grisi to David R. and
Nicole L. Shipitofsky, 1262 White
Oak Road, $540,000.

Estate of Sandra Itzkoff to Brian
and Claudine Doyle, 7 Clydesdale
Road, $835,000.
Michael and Melissa Noriega to
Donna Kilduff, 1047 Hetfield Avenue, $322,500.
Peter R. and Janet M. Poillon to
Jorge and Claudia Rodriguez-Larrain,
11 Fields Lane, $710,000.
Estate of Albert Caruso to Jennifer
A. and Glenn R. Mongold, 417
Ridgeview Avenue, $325,000.
Heather Glen at Scotch Plains Urban Renewal LLC to Donald J. and
Judith P. Goodliffe, 103 Briar Hill
Drive, $614,000.
Carl and Olga Teschke to Michael
S. Margiotta, 2309 Concord Road,
$579,000.
John V. and Teresa Salinardo to
Roanld C. and Marsha L. Garelick,
1817 Quimby Lane, $705,000.
Christopher M. and Linda M.
McNamee to Maxim Kosoy, 2014
Prospect Avenue, $465,000.
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Peter P. Kobliska and Britney K.
Kemeys to Ryan and Tracy Luckey,
2227 Pine Terrace, $427,500.
Allison Butz to Bashar and Halimeh
Baghdadi, 207 Donato Circle,
$90,031.
Dina and Edward Schenone to Evan
and Jessica Siegel, 2108 Elizabeth
Avenue, $472,500.
Jonathan E. and Susan Shopiro to
Thomas E. Cappucino, 540 Forest
Road, $393,000.
Wanda S. Cobrda to Robert Lo
Albo, 2051 Grand Street, $260,000.
FANWOOD:
Karen A. Cooper to Douglas and
Elizabeth Herko, 71 Watson Road,
$517,500.
Charles M. and Terry Boyda to
Rhea Sullivan, 92 Tillotson Road,
$565,000.
Carmen and Diane Gaito to M.J.C.
@ 274 South Avenue. LLC, 274 South
Avenue, $720,000.
Robert Brelinsky to Ricko
Tampusari, 59 First Street, $370,000.
John E. and Mary Ellen Mulholland
to Robert W. Lindemann and Rosanne
D. Chandra, 136 Russell Road, $480,000.

LONG BEACH ISLAND
•BUYING •SELLING •RENTALS
Top Producing Agent on LBI
Noreen Callahan
Personally Closed Over
22 Million in Sales in 2007

(609) 709-0664

ncallahan25@hotmail.com
livingonlbi.com
800-633-1140

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Redefining Real Estate
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005

Arthur & Margaret Debowski, 880
Dorian Road, Applicant seeks permission to construct a two story addition contrary to Section 12.04F of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
coverage by buildings and above ground
structures of 20% (without deck)/ 22%
(with deck). Present is 17.03% (without
deck)/ 22.09% (with deck). Proposed is
20.97% (without deck)/ 21.70% (with deck).
Robert and Kristen Winters, 712
Belvidere Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to construct a single story addition
and patio contrary to Section 11.09E6 and
11.09E10 (12.04F1) of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 10 feet. Present is 5.8
feet. Proposed is an extension of the 5.8
feet setback. Ordinance allows a maximum coverage by buildings and above
ground structures of 20% (3,600 square
feet). Present is 18.3% (1,310 square feet).
Proposed is 21.5% (1,538 square feet).
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 1/31/08, The Leader Fee: $120.87

731 HARDING STREET, WESTFIELD
New Colonial nestled on park like property on a quiet Westfield cul-de-sac. This fine
home offers endless upgrades including a gourmet eat-in Kitchen with center island,
Wet bar/Butler pantry, extensive moldings, hardwood floors, 4 Bedrooms, 3.5
bathrooms, first floor Family Room, laundry, 2-car garage and more!

Offered for $1,249,000

4 BURGESS COURT, WESTFIELD
New stately Colonial built in 2005 boasts 5 Bedrooms and 5.5 baths on a quiet
Westfield cul-de-sac. This fine home boasts endless upgrades including a cherry
Kitchen with center island, hardwood floors accented by walnut inlay, first floor
Office, Second floor laundry, finished basement with Recreation Room, Playroom,
Offered for $1,850,000
wet bar and wine cellar.

WESTFIELD
770 KIMBALL AVENUE, WESTFIELD

217 EVERGREEN COURT, MOUNTAINSIDE

New Colonial offering 4400 square feet of living space borders the prestigious
Wychwood section of Westfield. This fine home boasts endless upgrades including a
cherry Kitchen with center island, hardwood floors accented by walnut inlay, first
floor Office, 5 Bedrooms, a Juliet balcony, Second floor laundry and 3-car garage.

Spacious and pristine Cape Cod home with the feel of a Colonial set on a level
property on a quiet Mountainside street. This fine home offers three bedrooms, a
newer Eat-in Kitchen, screened porch and a sun filled Living Room underlain by
hardwood floors and warmed by a wood burning fireplace with classic mantle.

Offered for $1,795,000

Offered for $479,000

One Lincoln Plaza
Ackerman Development

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 3rd 1-4PM
Priced from $599,000
Eight Luxury condos, premier in-town location w/on-site
parking. Individual basement storage. Blanco SS sink with
control valves by Jado,Viking dishwasher with SS finish, 36"
Viking or 30" Sub-Zero refrigerator with SS front, cooktops
or ranges by Viking, SS Viking chimney style venting hood.
Contact: Gloria Kraft
Direct 908-616-8146 • Office 908-233-5555

118 WOODLAND AVENUE, WESTFIELD

616 MAYE STREET, WESTFIELD

New stately CHColonial on park like property in Wychwood. KHov Classics
designed and built this fine home with quality craftsmanship and endless upgrades.
Amenities include: a gourmet EIK w/island, 3 fireplaces, extensive moldings,
hardwood floors, wet bar, 5 BRs, 5 Baths, Family Room, 2nd flr laundry and walk out
lower level w/Media Room, Office & full bath.

New Victorian with stunning architecture by Forefront Designs & quality
craftsmanship throughout its 6 bedrooms and 4.5 bathrooms. The charm of
yesteryear is cleverly combined with all of today’s amenities & conveniences offering a
grand Entrance Foyer, gourmet Mouser Kitchen, adjacent Family Room with fireplace
& Master Bedroom Suite with luxurious spa bathroom.

Offered for $1,699,000

Offered for $1,499,000

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Coldwell Banker
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
908.301.2004 - Direct Line
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

Page 18

Thursday, January 31, 2008

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

CLEANING LADY

SUPER BOWL
ARE YOU HAVING A SUPER
BOWL PARTY? Rent the LCD
Projector or Plasma TV you
need to make your party a
BLAST! We have sound equip
avail as well. For details call
Westfield AV.com
(908) 838-9090
PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net
PUBLIC NOTICE

Polish Cleaning Lady is Looking
for Apartments, Houses, Offices.
Good References
and Long Experience.
(908) 327-1541
NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.
Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.
5 years exp.
For each client you give me,
1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide
PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 1/29/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Traffic Signal Relamping North Region 2008, Various locations including and
North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex,
Hudson, Union and Part of Warren; 100% STATE; DP NO: 08424
Proposals will be received only from Bidders who are registered with the NJ Commerce
Economic Growth & Tourism Commission as a Small Business Enterprise (SBE).
Bidders who wish to bid on this project and are not currently certified as a SBE and meet
the criteria may contact the NJ Commerce Economic Growth & Tourism Commission at
(609) 984-9836. Please be advised that a proposed SBE firm must submit a completed
registration application to the NJ Commerce Economic Growth & Tourism Commission
ten (10) days prior to bid date. Additional information can be found at the NJ Commerce
Economic Growth & Tourism Commission web site: http://www.state.nj.us/commerce/.
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 1/31/08, 2/7/08 and 2/14/08, The Leader
Fee: $247.86

Cursi

BRICK – BL
OCK – CONCRETE – ST
ONE
BLOCK
STONE

CLASSIFIEDS
HOUSE CLEANING

FABULOUS

14 years of experience.
Homes, Offices, Apartments
Free Estimates
Call Marilda (732) 672-1211

Window Treatments
Interior Designing
by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

MATTRESS SET

Queen plush top,
new in plastic w/warranty
Value $600. sell $250
Call (732) 259-0016
INTERIOR HOUSE PAINTER

Fully Insured
10 years Experience
Serving Westfield
for the Past Five Years.
Free Estimates!
Call: (908) 358-5197
PUBLIC NOTICE

Murph

Co., Inc.

Fine Quality Homes
CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

Leo C. White Jr.
Office: 908.654.9098
Cell: 908.233.9588
www.murphconstruction.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Drainage Restoration and Repair Contract, North Region 2008, Various
Drainage Systems on Various State Highways, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris,
Passaic, Sussex, Union and Warren Counties; 100% STATE; DP NO: 08407
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 1/31/08, 2/7/08 and 2/14/08, The Leader
Fee: $205.02

NSTRUCTION
BOUSQUET CO
Co.

1-800-351-1964
Building & Remodeling
Property Management
Roofing & Siding
New Construction
Historical Restorations

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Construction

OPEN HOUSE - SUN 1 TO 4

For Sale: 780 Cranford Ave,
Westfield. Completely renovated,
exquisite, 4 bdrm, 2 1/2 bth, Center
Hall Colonial. Professional kit.
(908) 803-0288

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 2/28/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

For ALL Your Masonry and Building Needs
Free Estimates – Fully Insured (#13vh03917500)

All wood sleigh bed,
dresser/mirror & 2 nite stands.
List $3000 sell $975
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

MASON CONTRACTOR
732-388-3151

BEDROOM SET

Serving Westfield for over 30 years

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
TOWNHOUSE FOR SALE

WESTFIELD

SCOTCH PLAINS
Southwyck Village
Large Upgraded
2 Bedroom Unit with New Kitchen
Pool, Tennis & Club House
(732) 381-1172

Northside, Off Lawrence Ave.
Builders Home!
Impressive 4100 Sq ft of living
area! 5 Brs, 5.5 baths, 3 fireplaces,
3 z cac & gas heat. 3 car garage,
heated in-ground pool, cabana
w/sauna, gourmet Cherrywood
kitchen, butlers pantry, finished
basement. Best of quality thruout! Master suites w/whirlpools,
visual tour at Realtor.com.
or brochure upon request.
ERA Village Green Realtors
(732) 381-7477

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com
NJASK TUTOR

Experienced Scotch Plains
teacher available for NJAsk
tutoring for grades 3, 4 and 5. The
NJAsk is around the corner. Are
you looking for a tutor to raise
your child’s score? Look no further!
Call Kim at (908) 463-6067.
Private and group rates available.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, January 29,
2008 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first reading, the following ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING
THE
SUM
OF
$135,000.00 FROM THE NEW
JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION IN CONNECTION
WITH
THE
PROJECT KNOWN AS, DEER
PATH (SECTION 2) AND
GLENSIDE AVENUE (SECTION 3).
Purpose: As above.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, February 12, 2008 at 8:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T- 1/31/08, The Times
Fee: $34.17

BABYSITTER WANTED

8:30am - 6:30pm Tues, Weds &
Thurs for W’field family. Must
have exp., refs and valid DL. Respond to 0222mc@gmail.com
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong,
detail-oriented
writers with professional
demeanor needed to cover
local government meetings.
Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write
a lead and take an active
interest in their beats. Email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday,
January 29, 2008 the following ordinances
entitled:
AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER VII TRAFFIC OF
THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS 1978 WITH REGARD
TO PERMIT PARKING FOR
RESIDENTS
AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY APRIL 13, 2008 IN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS
were adopted on second and final reading.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/31/08, The Times
Fee: $23.97

John DeNicola Jr.

Ceramic Tile & Marble
Contractor, L.L.C.
Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
Unique Tile Patios and more ...

Owner Operated for 25 Years
Fully Insured - Free Estimates

WESTFIELD

908 - 232 - 7383

Commercial - Residential - References

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

DECKS
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
BASEMENTS and
of course ADDITIONS
John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

The Woodworks
Architectural Woodwork

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork
Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089 / Cell: 908-705-0653

RO M A N
Home Improvements

All Types of Carpentry
Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms
Basements • Decks • Stairs

(732) 680-9626

Free Estimates

Fully Insured

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Designed & Installed by

Dudick & Son
Also cabinet refacing & counter replacement
40 North Avenue Garwood • Ph: 908-789-1790
Satisfying customers since 1946

Visit our website at www.dudickandson.com
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WESTFIELD FOOD 4 THOUGHT
WESTFIELD FOOD 4 THOUGHT
Giant Fun – ‘Super’ Recipes
By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Photo Credit: Phil Martin

“IT’S YOUR WEDDING DAY”...The Wedding Singer, featuring the Tonynominated score created by former Westfield student Matthew Sklar (pictured
below), will come to the NJPAC in early February. Merritt David Janes (Robbie
Hart) and the cast of the The Wedding Singer are featured above.

The Wedding Singer to Play
NJPAC in Early February
Tony-Nominated Score Composed
By Former Westfield Student, Sklar
recreate the 1980’s sound for the others.
“I had a lot of specific synthesizer
WESTFIELD — Two decades ago,
Matthew Sklar was an Edison Interme- sounds, guitar and drum licks in
diate School (EIS) student composing mind…things that were very specific
one of his first songs for a year-end to the decade,” Mr. Sklar said.
He was inspired by Van Halen’s
program. Now, he’s the Tony-nominated composer of the Broadway musi- “Jump,” Bryan Adams’ “Summer of
cal The Wedding Singer, which will ’69” and Rick Springfield’s “Jesse’s
begin its week-long run at the New Girl.”
“I think fans of the movie will really
Jersey PerformingArts Center (NJPAC)
enjoy it because we capture the spirit of
in Newark next week.
Mr. Sklar recalled his EIS music the movie, but we have more time on
teacher, Kristine Smith-Morasso, en- stage to explore the characters better,”
couraging him to compose the afore- Mr. Sklar said, adding that they also
mentioned song in eighth grade. Soon threw in some surprises.
This exploration of characters led to
after, he submitted it to Walt Disney
Productions, which accepted and re- countless changes – even after the show
corded it for the “Mickey Mouse Club” was already being previewed on Broadway.
and additionally inMr. Sklar spoke
vited Mr. Sklar to apabout one song that
pear on the show at
was scrapped and
age 14.
rewritten brandHe was equally
new because he
appreciative of muand the rest of the
sic director William
creative team
Mathews
at
wanted to make the
Westfield High
character sound
School (WHS), who
happier. They only
allowed him to comhad four days to
pose two more
complete the task.
pieces during his
The Wedding
time there.
Singer was nomi“When you’re a
teenager, it’s really
nated for a Tony
Award in 2006 for
important to get your
Best Original
music heard in front
Score, along with
of an audience,” Mr.
four other major
Sklar said. “You
nominations.
learn so much from
Matthew Sklar
Mr. Sklar said
that.”
While attending WHS, Mr. Sklar attending the Tony Awards was defispent his Saturdays at the Juilliard nitely a high point in his career thus far.
“Since I was 11, I always dreamed of
School as a Composition Major in the
Pre-College Division, where he gradu- doing Broadway,” Mr. Sklar said. “So,
to sit in Radio City Music Hall with the
ated with honors in 1991.
“It was really intense, and they gave cameras near our faces and watch our
us a lot of homework, so I definitely opening number, ‘It’s Your Wedding
sacrificed some social time,” Mr. Sklar Day,’ be performed at the Tony’s….It
said. “But it was the greatest education, was pretty thrilling.”
In addition to composing, Mr. Sklar,
really incredible.”
As an undergraduate at New York 34, has worked as an associate conducUniversity, he was the music director of tor, rehearsal pianist and pit pianist on
such Broadway shows as 42nd Street,
the school’s Godspell production.
A manager from Musical Theater Les Misérables, Miss Saigon, Nine and
Works, developers of new musicals, Caroline, or Change.
approached him after seeing the show
He is also grateful for the opportuniand asked if he’d consider writing one. ties he has had to work with composers
He introduced Mr. Sklar to another up- he admires, such as Stephen Sondheim,
and-coming young composer, Chad Maury Yeston and Marvin Hamlisch.
Mr. Sklar is currently writing two
Beguelin.
“We just hit it off and started writing new musicals and recently composed
music for children’s television program
immediately,” Mr. Sklar said.
The pair continues to write together “Wonder Pets” on Nickelodeon.
today and most notably composed the
He said he’s excited about The WedTony-nominated score for The Wed- ding Singer coming to New Jersey this
week. While he resides in New York
ding Singer.
The Wedding Singer was originally a City, he has family in New Jersey, inpopular movie starring Adam Sandler cluding his parents, who still reside in
and Drew Barrymore, and the Westfield.
“I had the best time doing this in
soundtrack is known for its assortment
of popular music from the 1980s.
junior-high and high school, and I just
However, for the Broadway musical, thought, ‘This is what I always want to
do,’” Mr. Sklar said. “That’s why I’ve
the producers sought original songs.
“In the movie, most of the music is in devoted my career to kind of recapturthe background as a way to evoke an ing those days.”
era,” Mr. Sklar explained. “In the musiTickets for The Wedding Singer may
be purchased by telephone at 1-888cal, it’s used more to tell the story.”
While two of the movie’s original GO-NJPAC (1-888-466-5722), at the
songs, “Somebody Kill Me” and “Grow NJPAC Box Office at 1 Center Street in
Old with You,” remain in the musical, downtown Newark or by visiting
Mr. Sklar and Mr. Beguelin had to njpac.org.
By CHRISTIE STORMS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Community Players Hold
Auditions for Forever Plaid
WESTFIELD – Director Linda
Correll of Westfield Community Players (WCP) is holding open auditions
for the Stuart Ross musical comedy
Forever Plaid on Sunday, February
10, between 1 to 5 p.m. and Monday,
February 11, between 7 and 10 p.m.
in the WCP theater at 1000 North
Avenue, West. Callbacks will be Sunday, February 17, between 1 and 5
p.m. at the theater.
Play rehearsals will start in February for performances on April 26,
May 2, 3, 9, 10, 16 and 17 at 8 p.m.
In this parody of harmonizing “guy
groups of the 1950s,” the Plaids promising career is cut short by a busload
of Catholic schoolgirls on their way
to the Ed Sullivan show to see the
Beatles. When fate intervenes, the
Plaids are given one last shot at stardom, singing “Three Coins in the
Fountain,” “Love is a ManySplendored Thing,” “Shangri La” and
other hits.
The cast requirements are as follows:
Four male singers – age range 20 to
30. Each of the parts calls for excellent singing skills and strong acting

ability. Singing four-part harmony and
the ability to blend and sell a song is
required.
Francis: Second Tenor/Lyric Baritone – Confident but not cocky, romantic crooner and all-around good
guy.
Sparky: Baritone – Class clown
and cutup with tons of enthusiasm
and a heart of gold. Loves to perform.
Jinx’s stepbrother.
Jinx: High Tenor – Shy and terrified at first, he grows in confidence
throughout the show and shines on
the high notes. Sparky’s stepbrother.
Smudge: Bass – The worrier with
“coulda, woulda, shoulda” syndrome.
By the end of the show, he lets go and
takes the stage.
All performers should bring sheet
music and be prepared to perform a
song from the 1950s or early 60s.
Songs from the show are encouraged.
Sides will be provided for the acting
portion of the audition. Music will be
taught at the audition to determine
the actor/singer’s ability to harmonize.
For more information, contact producer Kay Macrae at (908) 232-9568.

How happy are we local football
fans? The Giants made it to the Super
Bowl! This hasn’t happened since 2000.
The only thing that will make us even
happier is when the Giants win. And
even though they are the underdogs,
they actually have a good shot at winning this year. After all, they did come
close to beating the Patriots when they
were pitted against them during the
season.
The Super Bowl is always great, and
the parties that accompany this major
American event are always fun. However, when your team is playing, it adds
a whole new dimension to the excitement. This year’s parties are bound to
be super special.
No Super Bowl gathering would be
complete without a large pot of chili.
This chili is a celebratory, smart version
of the traditional kind – celebratory
because it involves a couple of shots of
tequila and smart because it is made
with ground chicken, instead of ground
beef, so it has fewer calories even with
the addition of the alcohol.

TequilaChickenChili

The tequila just gives it a little zip,
and since the alcohol cooks off, it is
suitable for all to eat. These avocado
corn muffins make a nice accompaniment to the chili. Serve them warm, if
possible.
The recipe for these delicious sweet
and tangy meatballs can be doubled,
tripled or quadrupled, if necessary.
Somehow, there never seems to be
enough of these to go around.

AVOCADO MUFFINS
INGREDIENTS
2 ripe avocados*
1 teaspoon chili powder
¼ teaspoon kosher salt
¼ teaspoon crushed red pepper
1 cup shredded 4 cheese Mexican or shredded
Monterey Jack
1 small container (6 ounces) lemon yogurt
1 cup corn meal
2 teaspoons baking powder
Cooking spray

PROCEDURE
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Mash the avocados in a large mixing bowl. Add the chili powder,
salt and red pepper and blend. Add the cheese,
yogurt, corn meal and baking powder and mix
until well blended. Lightly spray a 12-count
muffin tin with canola or any vegetable spray. Fill
each cup halfway. Bake for 20 to 25 minutes on

the middle rack. Serve warm.
*To choose very ripe avocados, make sure they
are very dark in color and soft but not mushy to
the touch.

Yield: 12 muffins

SWEET AND
TANGY EATBALLS
*Sesame oil adds to the oriental flavor of this dish
but can be substituted with another type of oil.
Canola, Peanut or any vegetable oil are all suitable alternatives.

INGREDIENTS
1 onion, diced
1 red bell pepper, diced
5 garlic cloves, whole
*3 tablespoons toasted sesame oil
1 pound ground beef
½ cup Japanese Panko bread crumbs
1 egg
¼ cup + ¼ cup ketchup
Salt & pepper to taste
1 teaspoon fresh chopped parsley or ¼ teaspoon
ground parsley
½ cup white vinegar
1 jar (18 ounces) apricot preserves
1 teaspoon soy sauce

PROCEDURE
In a large skillet, sauté the onion, red pepper
and garlic cloves in the oil until they are browned.
Turn the heat off. In a large bowl, mash the
chopped meat. Pour enough water over the
breadcrumbs to cover and let soak for one minute.
Add the soaked breadcrumbs to the beef. Add the
egg and ¼ cup ketchup, salt, pepper and parsley.
Add half the sautéed diced onion and red pepper
mixture, reserving the remainder for the sauce
and maintaining the garlic cloves in the pan.
Combine until smooth. Roll mixture into small
cocktail size meatballs and place in a baking pan.
Bake in a preheated oven at 400 degrees for 30
minutes.
While the meatballs are baking, turn the heat
on the skillet and add the vinegar, apricot preserves, remaining ¼ cup ketchup and soy sauce.
Stir constantly until a smooth texture is achieved.
When the meatballs are cooked, add them to the
sauce, cover and simmer for at least 10 minutes.
Serve as an appetizer or as a main dish with rice.

Yield: approximately 15 to 20
miniature meatballs

TEQUILA
CHICKEN CHILI
INGREDIENTS
2 red peppers, diced
2 green peppers, diced
1 large onion, diced
2 to 3 tablespoons canola oil
3 pounds ground chicken
2 cans (28 ounces) crushed tomatoes
1 can (15 ½ ounces) light red kidney beans
2 shots tequila
3 cloves garlic, crushed
1 ½ teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon crushed red pepper
1 tablespoon ground cumin
3 bay leaves

PROCEDURE
In a large pan, sauté the peppers and onion in
the oil for 2 to 3 minutes or until browned.
Remove from the heat and spoon into a large pot.
In the same pan, sauté the chicken, chopping
finely as it cooks until it is cooked through.
Remove and add to the pot. Add the crushed
tomatoes, kidney beans, tequila, garlic, salt,
crushed red pepper, cumin and bay leaves. Cover
and simmer for 1 hour or longer stirring occasionally. Remove the bay leaves before serving.

Yield: 10 – 12 servings

POPCORN™

Cassandra’s Dream: Returns
To the Scene of the Crime
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

A new Woody Allen film, good, bad or
mediocre, is occasion for labeling and
slotting into place the latest part of the
cinematic legacy the filmmaker has constructed over the past 40 years.
Cassandra’s Dream, a tight little delve
into the realm of right and wrong, iterates
a continuing infatuation with the preparation and consequences of murder.
Placing this intriguing contemplation
in moral struggle behind Crimes and
Misdemeanors (1989) and Match Point
(2005) is less a criticism than a testament
to Mr. Allen’s body of work. However,
the obsessive interest in this dark corner
suggests a mystery as curious as the secret only Jimmy Durante and Mrs. Calabash shared.
Perhaps it’s the dividing line between
animal and human that so engages Woody:
the notion of a conscience. He is profound. Watching this absorbing tale about
two British brothers who, in one’s own
words, “cross the line” for quick financial
gain, it’s apparent that if Allen had lived
before movies were invented, he’d probably be a major novelist.
He builds his scenario with deft knowhow. Calling on an inspirational holy
trinity consisting of Greek tragedy, the
Bible and film noir (with a slight nod to
Hitchcock), Mr. Allen places his troubled
siblings right at the precipice of free will.
All they need decide is whether they’ll be
able to live with their crime.
Neither doubts that a quick windfall
will solve his problems. For Ewan
McGregor’s Ian, who has fallen hopelessly in love with a flighty actress (Hayley
Atwell), a hotel venture in California will
mean escape from his working class roots.
For Colin Farrell’s Terry, mechanic by
day, luckless gambler by night, the motivation is less ambitious.
Their respective plights framed within
the context of a humble background, both
characters achieve terrific texture while
helping establish the milieu. Dutifully
but begrudgingly, Ian works at dad’s restaurant. And while mildly agonizing for
the boys, they regularly visit Mum and
Dad.
This is not the landscape of killers.
Always one payment away from bankruptcy, Dad (John Benfield) lives the life
of quiet desperation; Mom (Clare
Higgins), chain-smoking and berating
him out of habit, derives consolation from
the storied success of her physician
brother, Howard (Tom Wilkinson).
Nope, these are people who shalt not
kill. They read about it in the tabloids and
discuss it over the back fence. And while
their sons in search of an easier route may
fantasize about helping rich uncle Howard

out of an illicit jam and becoming the
beneficiaries of his gratitude, that’s just
for bad people. That is, unless they can
rationalize otherwise.
Tom Wilkinson is his usually superb
self as the legendary uncle…positive proof
that it may indeed be possible to break out
of one’s assigned class. OK, so, he’s a bit
corrupt. Maybe it’s the only way, they
justify.
Recalling the brotherly apologias Biff
and Happy countenanced in “Death of a
Salesman,” the interplay is sublimely
desperate. Vouching that the dire angst to
succeed is not solely an American pathology, it also says a lot about the influence
that blood can wield.
While an old yarn, in Mr. Allen’s hands
it’s dissected for all its guilt-ridden ramifications, brought into such high definition that we suspect the protagonists are
running fevers. Surely Terry is. Farrell is
intense in his uncharacteristic depiction
of vulnerability, his Cockney “We’ve
crossed the line” the film’s unofficial
catchphrase.
Less affected on first blush is Ian
McGregor’s upwardly mobile poseur.
Like Dreiser’s Clyde Griffiths in An
American Tragedy (1931), it’s the yearning for a seemingly unobtainable siren
and wishing to shake off the perceived
shabbiness of his caste that’s at the heart
of his conceit. But whether blind ambition or evil, the deed is done.
Meanwhile, upping his daily booze
and pill regimen, Terry talks about recrimination from G-d. Abashed, the previously calm Ian angrily asks, “What Gd?” So add that to the philosophical mix.
Push has come to shove. We’re at seat’s
edge. And like the fare at a good deli,
there’s plenty to digest, plus lots to take
home and chew on, too.
Again Allen solemnly reaffirms the
departure he parodied in Stardust Memories (1980) when aliens informed his
character, “We enjoy your films. Particularly the early funny ones.” There’s no
humor here; just dead serious irony. The
thing is, Woody can revisit his frivolous
roots, flit back and forth across the line if
he wishes.
Not so for Ian and Terry. The purchase of a boat they can’t afford at the
beginning of the movie ominously signals their disconcerting grandiosity.
Little did they know when they named
it Cassandra’s Dream that it would sail
them into the filmmaker’s stormy nightmare.
***
Cassandra’s Dream, rated PG-13, is a
Weinstein Company release directed by
Woody Allen and stars Colin Farrell,
Ewan McGregor and Hayley Atwell.
Running time: 108 minutes.

Southern Fried Funk – From left to right, Seth Applebaum, Keyboard; Julian
Applebaum, Bass; Dan Zavaro, Vocals, Guitar, Harmonica;
Andrew Gialanella, Guitar; Alex Bubnov, Drums
CONTINUED from Pg. 20

The band’s musical influences include The Allman Brothers Band, Parliament/Funkadelic, The Red Hot Chili
Peppers and Pink Floyd, among many
others.
Three of the four members of the
band have played together since middle
school.
The members’ camaraderie has
turned Southern Fried Funk into a truly
cohesive unit.
“There is great communication between band members,” Julian said.
“We can be playing at a live show,
and one of us will start to spontaneously improvise the music. The rest of
us can also make things up freestyle
and go along with it.”
Quinn Boyes, a WHS junior, has
been a Southern Fried Funk fan for
about a year.
“I saw them perform both at the
Festifall and at their recent venue in
Sayreville at the Starland Ballroom.
Both times, I was impressed by the raw
energy and skill that the band possessed,” he said.
“Southern Fried Funk’s latest performance is hopefully just a sign of things
to come because these guys clearly
have the talent to spread the funk all
over the world.”
Corey Wisler, also a WHS junior, is
equally captivated by the group.

SOUTHERN FRIED FUNK

“Southern Fried Funk is a group of
extremely genuine guys; the band is a
reflection of hard work and commitment to music,” he said.
“[The members of the band] play
with a lot of energy. They are definitely
a band for the music world to keep their
eyes on.”
According to band leader Dan
Zavaro, the Internet played a part in the
band’s booking at the Starland Ballroom.
“I’d heard that Starland Ballroom
frequently books local acts, so I checked
their website and noticed they were
looking for one to play at the Mountain
show,” he explained.
“I sent them an e-mail, and the booking agent said he was very impressed
with our sound and that it would fit the
bill perfectly. Two-and-a-half weeks
later, we were booked.”
The members of Southern Fried Funk
are hoping that their Starland Ballroom
appearance is just the start of things to
come.
“Now that we’ve played our first big
show, we’re looking forward to playing
on a professional level so that more
people can hear our music,” Julian said.
Southern Fried Funk’s self-titled CD
is available at Sound Station, from any of
the band members or by contacting Julian
at julian_applebaum@comcast.net.

Westfield Jr. Musical Club
Welcomes 3 New Members
WESTFIELD – At its November and studies with Steve Shevlino. In
auditions, the Westfield Junior Musi- addition, she plays clarinet in the
cal Club, a performing group of high- Westfield High School Wind Enschool instrumentalists, vocalists and semble.
pianists from Westfield and nearby
The Westfield Junior Musical Club
communities, welcomed the three new will hold its next auditions on Wednesmembers – Tim Ko,
day, February 6,
James Chu, and Siyu
at 7 p.m. at the
Xiao.
home of Ellen
Tim, a violinist, is
Scariati, located
a junior at Westfield
at 840 Cranford
High School (WHS)
Avenue
in
and is a member of
Westfield.
the Central Jersey
Auditions for
Music Educators Asmembership are
sociation Regional
open to music
Orchestra. He has NEWEST MEMBERS… Pictured, students in the
been playing violin from left to right, are Tim Ko, James eighth through
for seven years and Chu and Siyu Xiao, who recently joined 12th grades from
studies with Steven the Westfield Junior Musical Club.
Westfield and the
Wolosonovic.
surrounding area.
James, also a junior at WHS, is a
Two pieces must be performed for
clarinetist and a pianist. He has been the audition committee – one from the
playing clarinet for 12 years and piano period up to and including Beethoven
for eight. James studies clarinet with and the other piece from the Romantic
Andrew Lamy.
or Modern period. To audition, conSiyu, a sophomore at WHS, has tact Ben Baron, vice-president of aubeen playing the piano for 10 years ditions, at (908) 233-4136.

Horn and Greenstein Lead
New Summer Stage Theater
WESTFIELD – Two new directors,
both Westfield educators and professional artists, will guide young performers this year for the initial production of the 2008 Westfield Summer
Workshop (WSW) Summer Stage Theater.
Kenneth Horn has been named stage
director and Karen Greenstein musical
director of the new musical-theaterperformance program, which will
present the funk-rock production of
The Wiz, a contemporary tale based on
“The Wonderful Wizard of OZ,” by
Frank Baum.
A TonyAward-winning show, known
for its upbeat musical score, The Wiz,
with book by William Brown and music and lyrics by Charlie Smalls, is
noted for its catchy tune “Ease on Down
the Road.”
Mr. Horn is a member of the fine-arts
staff at Edison Intermediate School
(EIS), where he co-directs the Broadway Singers and acts as musical director for the Edison Spring Musical.
He is noted in Westfield for his elective course in opera at EIS. In this class,
he guides students in script writing,
composing original music, acting and
all aspects of producing an opera.
A vocalist and keyboardist who has
appeared in various venues in the tristate area, Mr. Horn has been involved
with the stage for more than 25 years in
schools as well as in community theaters, among them in the Summit Playhouse production of Fiorello.
Ms. Greenstein, a vocal-music instructor at Roosevelt Intermediate
School (RIS), has performed in regional theater and NewYork City showcases, in addition to being a teaching
artist for the New Jersey Performing
Arts Center (NJPAC) and the John
Harms Performing Arts Center.
Ms. Greenstein is a vocal instructor
at the Kreative Kids Theatrical Workshop; her students have been accepted
into national music and musical theater
programs. They have performed in productions on and off Broadway, at the
NJPAC, Radio City and Lincoln Center.
Ted Schlosberg, founder and executive director of the non-profit New Jersey Workshop for the Arts, parent company of the WSW, said, “Their rich,
theatrical backgrounds in regional and
community theater, combined with their

training and experience in education,
have given our new directors the skills
necessary to work with young people
who have an interest in the stage.”
The Summer Stage Theater, for students in grade 6 to 10, will be held daily
at Edison Intermediate School, located
at Rahway Avenue in Westfield, from
June 30 until July 31, from 8:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m.
No audition is necessary to be a cast
member. Rehearsals for The Wiz will be
held on Friday, July 25, and Monday,
July 28. Performances will take place
the afternoons and evenings of Tuesday
and Wednesday, July 29 and 30.
For more information on the Summer Stage Theater, call the WSW number at (908) 518-1551 or visit the NJWA
studios at 150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield. A complete Westfield Summer Workshop brochure will be available in February.
Log on to njworkshopforthearts for
information on any NJWA program.

Arts Center Celebrates
75 Years on April 4
Editor’s Note: In last week’s Leader/
Times, the January 23 kick-off party
for the April gala was misconstrued as
the gala itself. The January event
served as a way to rally everyone to
get excited for the upcoming fundraiser
in April. We regret the error.
SUMMIT – The public can join the
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey
(VACNJ) in celebrating 75 years of
success in “bringing art and people
together” in April.
On April 4, the arts center will
come together for Viva Art!, the art
center’s 75th Anniversary Gala. Viva
Art! will take place at the Park Avenue Club in Florham Park and will
honor and celebrate those who have
played a significant role in the development of the arts center, as well as
raise funds to support the art center’s
Community Outreach Programs.
The gala will include awards for
corporate and individual supporters,
a silent auction, tribute journal and
live entertainment.
“This is a very special occasion for
the arts center and an opportunity for
us to bring into the limelight our
community outreach programs,” said
VACNJ President Eric Pryor.

Page 20

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, January 31, 2008

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Local Band Spreads the ‘Funk’
At Starland Ballroom in Sayreville
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – They may just be
kids in high school, but the members of
the band Southern Fried Funk are already on their way to making it big.
On Friday, January 11, the band
starred as one of three opening acts for
Mountain – the legendary 70’s hardrock band most famous for the song

“Mississippi Queen” – at the Starland
Ballroom in Sayreville.
It was the biggest “gig” yet for Southern Fried Funk, who is well known in
local circles.
The band consists of Westfield High
School (WHS) juniors Dan Zavaro on
guitar, vocals, and harmonica, and Julian
Applebaum on bass; WHS sophomore
Andrew Gialanella on guitar; and

Flamenco Dancer to Join
WSO for Valentine’s Event
WESTFIELD – On Saturday, February 9, at 8 p.m., at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) presents
¡CON AMOR DESDE ESPAÑA!, a
Spanish-style Valentine’s celebration
of passion, romanticism and virtuoso
performances.
The heartwarming concert features a visually
spectacular presentation of El Amor
Brujo. A sultry and
distinctive orchestral work inspired
by gypsy legends,
El Amor Brujo is
presented in its full The WSO will
version, with a Fla- present a Spans h - s t y l e
menco
dance iValentine’s
Controupe and Fla- cert featuring remenco
guitar nowned Flacoupled with the menco artist
orchestra, as in- Omayra Amaya,
tended when De above, and guivirtuoso
Falla first created tar
M a t t i a s
the work.
Jacobsson, right.
Renowned Flamenco
artist
Omayra Amaya, the granddaughter
of Carmen Amaya, stars in the title
role. Ms. Amaya appears in association with TEATRO Si, New Jersey’s
premier Hispanic theater arts company.
Ms. Amaya dances with the same
passion and uncontrolled vagrancy
of gypsy spirit as those of her lineage.
On Saturday, partnering with WSO,
Ms. Amayra will present a new choreography to El Amor Burjo, a captivating original dancework portraying a woman possessed by the ghost
of her faithless former lover.
Embracing the traditional roots of
Flamenco through passionate singing, syncopated rhythmns and fiery
footwork, Ms. Amaya and her company add a syncopated stitch to the

tapestry of Flamenco and a brand
new dimension to El Amor Brujo.
In 1999, Ms. Amaya co-founded the
national Conservatory of Flamenco arts
in Alberquerque, N.M. She now also
runs the Omayra Amaya Flamenco
Dance Company and School based in
New York City.
Continuing the
WSO Valentine’s
celebration, upcoming Scandinavian classical-guitar
virtuoso
Mattias Jacobsson
– who is currently
studying at the
Julliard School
with full scholarship under Sharon
Isbin – will perform Rodrigo’s
Concerto
De
Aranjue, the most
famous guitar concerto in the world.
The concert also
presents Rimski
Korsakov’s famed
masterpiece of orchestration, Capriccio Espagnol, a
work so authentically Spanish that
experts were convinced it was written
by a Spanish composer – not a Russian.
Presented in a solo-ensemble version, its challenging cadenzas showcase the expertise of the principal
players of the WSO.
Tickets may be purchased directly
from the WSO office, 224 East Broad
Street, or by calling the box office at
(908) 232-9400. Tickets are also available at the Town Bookstore on East
Broad Street in Westfield and Martin
Jewelers in Cranford.
For further information, e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org, go to
westfieldsymphony.org
or
teatrosi.com or call (908) 232-9400.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
sophomore Alex Bubnov on drums.
Seth Applebaum, Julian’s older
brother, a WHS alumnus and presently
a freshman at Emerson College, joined
the band on keyboards for the event.
On the band’s performance at the
Starland Ballroom, Julian said, “It was
amazing.”
“By the time we got on stage, the
place was pretty crowded,” he continued, adding that seeing a nice Westfield
and Scotch Plains contingent in the
audience had a calming effect on the
band.
One of the highlights of the evening,
according to Julian, was the Starland
Ballroom’s excellent sound quality.
“We could hear, really hear, each
other and ourselves. The venue served
our music very well,” he said.
During the band’s half-hour opening
time slot, it played all original songs.
The band collaborates on the creation of lyrics and music.
“When one band member writes a
song, he brings it to practice, and we
work on it together,” Julian continued.
“Each of us improves [the song], and
[the collaboration] makes a significant
difference.”
Southern Fried Funk’s musical style
is a unique blend of early 70’s jam band
and psychedelic music, southern and
classic rock, funk and blues.
19 CONTINUED: SOUTHERN FUNK

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KICKING UP THEIR HEELS FOR WASHINGTON SCHOOL...A group of Washington School mothers performs a scene
from the school’s annual revue during last Wednesday night’s dress rehearsal. The event marks the 60th anniversary of the
school’s major fundraiser.

Alumni Return to Perform in 60th
Grant/Washington School Show
By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On opening night
of Ghost Writer, this year’s Washington (formerly Grant) School show,
alumni could be spotted not only in
the audience but on stage for a special
“alumni number” directed by alumnus Bruce Vasel. Tony Cook wrote
the number into the script as a way to
celebrate the show’s 60th anniversary.
The audience reacted enthusiastically to Ghost Writer, obviously enjoying its humorous takes on popular
television shows like “Fame,” “Dancing with the Stars” and “American
Idol.”
When the alumni began singing
and dancing their way across the stage
to a medley of “That’s Entertainment”
and “There’s No Business Like Show
Business” in their sequined vests, the
excitement was palpable.
The crowd responded with thunderous applause so loud and so long
that the alumni returned for an encore
right away…in the middle of the show.

Human Services Announces
Annual Teen Media Contest
STATE – Celebrating its 13th year,
the Department of Human Services’
Division of Family Development will
hold its annual Teen Media Contest to
reinforce the department’s mission to
instill a sense of parental responsibility in teens. The statewide contest is
open to all New Jersey middle- and
high-school students.
This year’s theme depicts how a
parent supports a teen’s dreams. Student hand-drawn submissions should
illustrate a time when a parent has
supported one of their dreams. For
example, helping practice soccer
moves for a big game, sitting in the
front row of a dance recital or helping
study for a big exam.
“For the first time in 10 years, teen
pregnancies have risen 3 percent,”
Jeanette Page-Hawkins, director of
the Division of Family Development,

DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

said.
“With that statistic as a backdrop,
the NJ Department of Human Services would like to give teens a reason to think about their own parents
and to understand the emotional and
financial commitment it takes to be a
parent. We especially want them to
consider the additional responsibility parenting would be for a teenager
and how it would impact their
dreams.”
All entries must be postmarked no
later than Friday, April 11. Staff from
the Division of Family Development
and its Office of Child Support Services will judge the contest.
Winners will receive U.S. Savings
Bonds and certificates of achievement during a springtime awards ceremony.
Winning submissions along with
additional student entries will be featured in the annual child support calendar, which is distributed to all
middle and high schools in New Jersey.
To register one’s school, or for more
information on this contest, contact
Laura Febbi at (973) 286-8282 or
laura.febbi@winningstrat.net.
Teachers can register online at
NJTeenMedia.org.
For more information about childsupport services, call 1-877-NJKIDS1
or visit njchildsupport.org.
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It prompted a member of the audience to shout, “How are you gonna
follow that?”
As in previous years, the 60th show
maintained its “classic” elements, including a teachers’ number, a men’s
number and the show’s traditional line
“Hi-ya, Muck,” which was met with
the audience’s reply of “Hi-ya, Mire.”
The true story about how the show
originated at Grant School, where the
Westfield Memorial Library now
stands, was also woven into the anniversary storyline.
During intermission, and at a special alumni gathering following the
performance, veterans of the show
fondly shared their memories of past
performances with The Westfield
Leader and The Times.
Ann and Dom Fontana, who participated from 1969 to 1981, said
they still have costumes from the
1976 show, Who’s Afraid of George
III?, in their attic. Mrs. Fontana cited
that particular show as her favorite,
while her husband said he most enjoyed 1973’s Knights and Dames.
“I’ve had fun all day thinking about
all the old shows,” Mrs. Fontana said.
Carol Tener, a dancer for many
years and choreographer for Taken
for Granted in 1979, shared scrapbooks filled with photos and newspaper clippings.
Esther Carlson wore a “Grant” show
button on her lapel to celebrate the 14
years she sewed costumes, while her

husband, Dean, performed, beginning
in 1964.
Nancy Lau said she joined not long
after moving to Westfield from Chicago, performing in the chorus from
1984 to 2000.
“It was a wonderful way to meet
other parents,” she recalled. “You really felt involved.”
Bob and Alice Dillon worked various aspects of the show between 1963
to 1983, including producing two
shows and even roller-skating across
the stage for Fowl Play in 1980.
Mrs. Dillon was also instrumental
in procuring many pairs of tap shoes
that the Radio City Music Hall
Rockettes no longer needed; many
dancers, including Ms. Tener, then
performed in them.
“There’s a lot of nostalgia here,”
Mrs. Dillon said. “I’m so happy
they’ve been able to continue it all
these years.”
Pat Haran – who, along with husband Denis Sullivan, participated
from 1992 to 2000 – said she really
enjoyed being back on stage for the
alumni number.
She spoke about how, when their
children attended the school, the family had decided to move to a bigger
house; however, her husband flat-out
refused to look at homes outside of
the Washington School district.
“You have to understand that once
you join this,” Ms. Haran said with a
laugh, “You’re in it for life!”

Kids ‘n’ Arts Offer Chance
For Creative Expression
WESTFIELD – This second semester of Kids ‘n’ Arts, the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) dropoff program for 3- to 5-year-olds, provides opportunities for young children
to express their creativity in art, music
and drama.
The Kids ‘n’ Arts program contains
an art segment, during which children
listen to classical music while they
create arts and crafts in a variety of
mediums. In theater crafts, the children
learn to express themselves through
puppetry, pantomime, creative movement and theater games.
This semester, students enrolled in
this program will have instruction on
the violin.According to Ted Schlosberg,
NJWA founder and executive director,
“The violin teaches children fine-motor skills through the coordination which
they learn. They also increase their
mental skills through memorization.”
He added, “The violin helps develop
strong listening skills and the ability to

focus and concentrate.”
Additionally, during the music portion of this experience, the children use
their voices to learn about rhythm and
pitch. Music class will also include
opera puppetry based on the theme of
the day.
The Kids ‘n Arts staff consists of
highly qualified and experienced instructors in these artistic fields. Art
instructor and practicing artist, Diane
Burkam, holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Art Education and has been a
teacher in the art department of both the
Westfield Summer Workshop and
NJWA.
Valerie Pineda, a graduate in Music
Performance from the Manhattan
School of Music, contributes to the
children’s appreciation of music and
theater crafts. Ms. Pineda, a vocalmusic instructor at the NJWA Music
Studio, is also director of the Little
Opera Company of New Jersey.
Each week, the Kids ‘n Arts program meets for a two-hour session.
Parents can choose Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday mornings, from 9:30
to 11:30 a.m., or the same afternoons
from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. The second
session, comprising 15 classes, begins on February 12, but enrollment
is on-going and students can join at
any time.
For more information on Kids ’n’
Arts, or any NJWA program, call (908)
789-9696 or visit the studios at 150152 East Broad Street in Westfield. A
complete brochure is available at
njworkshopforthearts.com.
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Funding has been made
possible in part through
a grant by the New Jersey
State Council on the
Arts/Department of State,
a partner agency of the
National Endowment for
the Arts.

FrankandLydiaBergenFoundation
The Rummell Foundation

www.westﬁeldsymphony.org
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