
Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

OUR 118th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 04-2008 SIXTY CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, January 24, 2008USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Westfield, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-7

Obituary ........ 8
Education ...... 8-9
Sports ............ 11-16

Real Estate .... 11-17
Classifieds .... 18
A&E .............. 19-20

Courtesy of Shannon Terry
GIANTS FEVER...Giants fever has swept Westfield. Annie Harrington, Rollins Terry and Bridget Harrington of
Westfield show complete confidence last Sunday that the Giants would beat Green Bay and go on to win Superbowl XLII
against the Patriots on Sunday, February 3.

Westfield Tax Collector
Announces Due Date
WESTFIELD — The office of the

Westfield Tax Collector Susan Noon
will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
on Friday February 1. The last day to
pay without penalty is Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 5. Interest will be charged be-
ginning on Wednesday, February 6.

For more information, e-mail
taxcollector@westfieldnj.gov or call
(908) 789-4051.

Vogel Bus Overturns
On Raritan Rd. in Clark

By MICHAEL JOSEPH POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CLARK – A Vogel school bus head-
ing eastbound, toward Central Av-
enue, on Raritan Road in Clark over-
turned Friday as it swerved to avoid a
car that crossed over the lanes, Clark
Police Sergeant Michael Pollack told
The Westfield Leader.

The accident took place around
4:45 p.m. at the intersection of Raritan
Road and Gibson Boulevard, outside
Steak & Ale.

Sgt. Pollack reported that the driver
of the westbound vehicle was taken
to the hospital and escaped with “mi-
nor injuries.”

He told The Leader that no chil-
dren were on board the bus at the
time, and the bus driver was un-
harmed. The sergeant said Clark po-
lice officials are continuing to inves-
tigate what led to the car swerving
and are interviewing witnesses.

Editor’s Note: By coincidence, the
Clark sergeant and The Westfield
Leader reporter share the same name.

CHUTES AND LADDERS…The early-childhood center at Westfield’s Lincoln
School undergoes interior demolition and construction debris disposal last
week. The chute is placed for safety reasons, according to Westfield Public
Schools Business Administrator Robert Berman. Instead of dropping debris
from three stories high, with the chance of particles landing in the surrounding
neighborhood, the chute forms a protective enclosure for the passage of demo-
lition materials into the dumpsters.

Lincoln School Project
Update Provided

WESTFIELD – Westfield Public
Schools Business Administrator Rob-
ert Berman reported, “The demoli-
tion process is going smoothly, and
our renovation project is right on
schedule at the early-childhood cen-
ter at Westfield’s Lincoln School. “The
general contractor, plumber and elec-
trician are involved in the interior
demolition and are on site,” Mr.
Berman said.

Extensive interior demolition is tak-
ing place inside the circa-1920’s
school building to transform it into a
modern facility for kindergarten and
pre-school children. The project, part
of a $10-million bonded construction
effort that also includes work at
Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate
schools, is scheduled for completion
in July.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
MONEY TALKS...Westfield Board of Education members discuss the technol-
ogy portion of the school budget for 2008-2009 at their Tuesday night meeting.
The board is holding weekly budget meetings over the next few weeks. Above,
Board President Ginny Leiz, center, discusses new computers with Superinten-
dent Margaret Dolan, right.

BOE Discusses $2-Mil.Tech Budget;
Lincoln School Registration Begins

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education continued its
weekly budget meetings Tuesday
night, focusing on the technology
department.

The proposed technology budget
for 2008-2009 is $1.94 million,
equivalent to the current year, ac-
cording to Business Administrator
Robert Berman.

Barbara Mammen, supervisor of
instructional technology, and Hal
Johnson, chief technology officer,
provided details of the proposed tech-
nology budget.

The budget deliberations included
providing intermediate-school teach-
ers with affixed desktop computers in
classrooms rather than providing
laptop computers to each individual,
which officials said is the more costly
approach.

Teachers would use affixed class-
room desktop computers. When not
in a class, they would use computers
available in the library or faculty room.
The board agreed to ask the teachers
their opinion before making a final
decision.

The school-system technology plan
calls for the replacement of teachers’
laptops, and it assumed they would
be replaced with laptops, not class-
room desktops. The technology plan
also includes going wireless at some
time in the future, but board members
said they do not plan to implement it
this year because the budget may not
allow it. Many computer leases need
to be renewed this year, and most
replacements were postponed last
year for budgetary reasons.

Officials said there are about 1,700
computers throughout the Westfield
school system. The proposed budget

provides for adding another 400 new
computers. Some of the used com-
puters would be utilized at the sec-
ond-grade level and act as backups
should a computer break down.

Some of the classroom computer
upgrades in the intermediate schools,
Edison and Roosevelt, are for the
added technology classes, such as
robotics and CAD, which need new
computers to run the programs, Ms.
Mammen said.

She said Robotics is a new eighth-
grade elective. Pre-engineering and
manufacturing are also some elec-
tives that require multimedia func-
tionality.

Officials said the server computer
leases in the district have expired.
The cost for three servers at a four-
year lease is $22,700, which includes
$7,100 for the computers, plus addi-
tional costs for software and backup
systems.

On other matters, the board an-
nounced that 37 Westfield High
School students were selected as Ed-
ward Bloustein Distinguished schol-

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GOING TO THE SOUTH SIDE...Last week, the Westfield town council endorsed
“phase 1” of the Downtown Improvement Plan . Engineer Christopher Statile and
Sherry Cronin, executive director of the Downtown Westfield Corporation,
presented the final draft of the improvement plan, which focuses on South Avenue
between Westfield and Central Avenues (above). Mr. Statile said the goals of the
project include enhancing the corridor’s appearance and encouraging traffic-
calming. Mr. Statile provided The Leader with a sample detail of the new
sidewalk’s streetscape, which appears just below the South Avenue picture.

ars, awarded to only those students
ranking in the top 10 percent of their
graduating class at the end of junior
year, with combined critical reading
and mathematics SAT scores of 1,260
or higher.

Lincoln School kindergarten and
pre-school registration will be held
from January 23 to 31. Forms are
available at westfieldnjk12.org/
lincoln. The morning kindergarten
session is from 9:05 to 11:40 a.m.,
and the afternoon session is 12:45  to
3:20 p.m. The pre-school morning
session is 8:45 to 11:15 a.m., with
afternoon sessions from 12:25 to 2:55
p.m. Registration for transitional kin-
dergarten and Leaps and Bounds 1
will be held from 8:45 a.m. to 3:05
p.m.

The board said it might hire a fourth
additional teacher in the intermediate
school to replace a retired teacher. It
is considering hiring two additional
elementary teachers next year.

The next board of education meet-
ing on Tuesday, January 29, will fo-
cus on the general education budget.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
BUS OVERTURNS...Above, Clark police and fire officials work Friday to clear
Raritan Road of debris before loading a Vogel school bus, which had overturned
hours earlier, onto a Sevell’s tow truck. The bus, heading toward Central Avenue,
overturned as it swerved to avoid a car that crossed over the lanes (inset). Clark
police told The Leader that no children were on board the bus at the time.

Borough Council Looks
At ‘Going Green’ in 2008

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough Council-
man Walter Tucker asked Mayor Den-
nis McCarthy and fellow council
members at Tuesday night’s council
meeting to look into energy conser-
vation. He said, “As leaders, we should
look at what direction to take into
‘going green’ for the environment.
This will be good for the planet and
also save us money in the long run.”

Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma suggested that, during the
budget-session talks, the council
should “maybe put aside money for
energy-efficient resources.”

Council President Kathleen
Villaggio agreed, stating that this year,
the council should get an assessment
and see what “we can do and have a
plan of action for the future. We should

start moving in that direction.”
Mr. Tucker thanked Ann Guerriero,

who served on the board of health
from 1980 to 2007, for her years of
service to borough residents. “We
(the council) should look into ac-
knowledging people [who] do so
much work for our town,” Mr. Tucker
said. “The board of health made a
resolution for her at their last meet-
ing, and we should also. She served
the residents for many, many years,
and we wish her luck in the future.”

Resident Bruce Paterson asked the
council and the newly appointed com-
mittee overseeing the $2.1-million
James V. Guerriero Athletic Field
Complex project to “honor those
[who] did the initial work on the field
over 50 years ago. We can’t forget
those [who] did such great work for
so many hours, some for free, now
that we are making this new field.”

The committee consists of Coun-
cilmen Keith Sluka and Stephen
Napolitano, Planning Board Chair-
man Robert Pender, recreation com-
mittee and planning-board member
Sandro Villaraut, Borough Engineer
Donald Guarriello and Ms. Ariemma.
The athletic field, located on Myrtle
Avenue, will feature synthetic turf, a
walking track, soccer/hockey/base-
ball field and other upgraded recre-
ational amenities.

Councilman Napolitano told The
Westfield Leader that there is a
plaque inside the field house bear-
ing the names of more than 30 of
those who worked on the original
field house.

The next borough council meeting
will be held on Tuesday, February 12,
at 7 p.m. in the council chambers.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF Partners with Rahway River
Association to Enhance Brightwood

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FREE AT LAST...The area celebrates Martin
Luther King’s holiday on Monday as flowers are
placed at the memorial on South Avenue in Westfield.

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — With a member
of the Rahway River Association
(RRA) board of trustees in attendance,
the Westfield Town Council, Tuesday
night, passed a resolution supporting
a partnership with RRA that would
lead to the improvement and enhance-
ment of Brightwood Park.

During the public-comment
portion of the meeting, Dennis
Miranda of Vernon, executive
director of the RRA, addressed
the council. According to the
RRA’s website, the association
seeks to “promote cooperation
and coordination between pub-
lic and private entities to pre-
serve and enhance the river’s eco-
logical functions and benefits.”

Mr. Miranda told the council
that the association received a
$4,000 grant in 2007 to be used
to create a restoration-manage-
ment plan for the Brightwood
Park Nature Preserve in
Westfield. Now, the association
seeks to raise an additional
$14,000 to hire a firm to handle the
execution of the plan.

The council later unanimously en-
dorsed the plan and the town’s part-
nership with RRA. Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea said the resolution
outlines the town’s support for the
association’s efforts to receive fur-
ther funding.

“We are looking forward to work-
ing with your organization,” he said.
“Brightwood Park can only stand to
benefit.”

During her public works commit-
tee report, as she read an ordinance
supporting the RRA’s venture, Sec-
ond Ward Councilwoman and Public
Works Committee Chairwoman
JoAnn Neylan commented on the ini-
tiative. She said the plan – which
would involve the removal of inva-
sive plant species and the replanting
of native vegetation, as well as the
development of educational litera-
ture – “is consistent with the town’s
vision of preserving Brightwood Park
as a nature preserve.”

She further said a recent trail-im-
provement improvement accom-
plished by the town, which utilizes a
$25,000 grant from the National Rec-
reational Trails Program, “is evidence
of the town’s commitment to improv-
ing Brightwood Park.”

“We look forward to working to-
gether to improving Brightwood
Park,” she said.

Mr. Miranda thanked the adminis-

trator and the council for their efforts,
saying the resolution passed on Tues-
day could lead to raising funds from
other sources.

In other business, the council intro-
duced on first reading an ordinance
that would prohibit parking on the
easterly side of North Scotch Plains
Avenue between West Broad Street
and South Avenue, where sidewalks

were recently installed. Councilman
Jim Foerst, who represents the ward,
said he discussed the plan with resi-
dents of the area, and after dialoguing
with them, “we clearly see there is an
issue and that [a] no-parking [man-
date] does need to be put in there.”

While acknowledging the area is
“split” in terms of people’s “desire to
have no parking on one side or the

other,” ultimately, pedestrian- and
traffic-safety concerns led to the de-
cision.

North Scotch Plains Avenue resi-
dents Ann Marie and Jerry Infantino,
in a letter obtained by The Westfield
Leader and directed to the governing
body, said, “Street parking should be
on the same side of the street as the
sidewalks. No one is going to park on

the opposite side of the sidewalks
and then cross the street to utilize
(them).”

The Infantinos further wrote,
“The only people parking in the
street are those during soccer sea-
son who do not want to use the
half-empty parking lot in the Me-
morial Field complex. If they
were to park opposite the side-
walks, they would not use the
sidewalks and still create a traffic
hazard.”

Mr. Foerst said the town con-
sulted with its police and fire
chiefs, as well as its traffic-safety
consultant, when arriving at its
decision. Mr. Foerst said to pro-
tect the 540 people who live on

the easterly side, especially in cases
when turning from a side street onto
North Scotch Plains Avenue, the town
“felt it better for them to have an
improved line-of-sight so that they
could see up and down the street.”

“They (chiefs and traffic consult-
ant) felt the hazard of that traffic,” Mr.
Foerst continued, “was greater than
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POLICE BLOTTER

DAY OF HOPE…Members of the community gather January 9 for the grand
opening of the Center For Hope Hospice and Palliative Care’s new facility, Peggy
Coloney’s House at Hope Village, at 1900 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, Union
County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada, Dr. Robert Wegyn, the center’s
medical director; Jack Coloney, husband of the late Peggy Coloney; Robert
Coloney, center president and CEO, and Al Sauer, the center’s board chairman.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
ICE TIME…Members of the Westfield High School (WHS) Hockey Team hold
the annual SKATE-A THON at the Union Sports Arena Sunday, January 19.
About 150 participants enjoyed open skating and taking shots on the goalies. The
fundraising event supports the WHS Team.

County Employee Cited
In Hit-and-Run Incident

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
police last week cited a Union County
employee for a hit-and-run incident at
the corner of Park and Westfield Av-
enues that injured a female pedestrian.

Donald Picciaro of Roselle Park, who
works for the Union County Depart-
ment of Public Works, was charged
with two motor-vehicle violations, ac-
cording to Police Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly, for the incident which, oc-
curred at 12:50 p.m. on January 17.

Lt. Donnelly told The Westfield
Leader that the unnamed woman was
crossing Westfield Avenue at the corner
of Park Avenue when Mr. Picciaro,
driving a county truck, turned left from
Park Avenue and struck the woman.
Witnesses reported that a yellow truck
with red lettering on its side had left the
accident scene, and Lt. Donnelly said
“a combination of witnesses and good
police work” led law-enforcement per-
sonnel last Friday to Front Street, where

the county was doing roadwork.
Mr. Picciaro, according to Lt.

Donnelly, told police he wasn’t sure if
he had hit something when turning
from Park Avenue. Lt. Donnelly said
there was no evidence of alcohol or
drugs or a deliberate attempt to injure
the woman, who was transported to
Robert Wood Johnson Hospital with
“non-life-threatening”  injuries.

“We’re treating it as a mere acci-
dent,” Lieutenant Donnelly said.
“Nothing indicates that he willingly
hit her.”

Township police charged Mr.
Picciaro with leaving the scene of an
accident involving bodily injury and
with failure to report a motor-vehicle
accident.

Township police have placed an
electronic sign near the accident scene
(pictured at right) seeking witnesses
and further information, and Lieu-
tenant Donnelly said the sign would
remain in place “in case we get other
witnesses who will bolster our case.”

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
ANY MORE INFORMATION?… Township police continue to seek witnesses to
last Thursday’s hit-and-run of a pedestrian at the corner of Park and Westfield
Avenues. A Union County worker has been cited for the incident, but police hope
additional witnesses will bolster their case.

Westfield
Monday, January 14, Remigiusz

Toronczak, 31, of New Brunswick
was arrested at South and Central
Avenues on a Piscataway motor-ve-
hicle warrant. He was released after
posting $750 bail.

Tuesday, January 15, a resident of
the 1500 block of Boulevard reported
a burglary to her home. It was unde-
termined what was missing. Entry
was gained through an open base-
ment door.

Tuesday, January 15, Robert Carter,
51, of Westfield was arrested during a
motor-vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Crossway Place on an outstand-
ing motor-vehicle warrant from
Union. He was released after posting
$120 bail.

Wednesday, January 16, Jasmine
Rios, 19, of Atlantic City was ar-
rested during a motor-vehicle stop at
Windsor and Ripley Avenues on an
outstanding Newark warrant for a
municipal offense. She was released
after posting $120 bail.

Thursday, January 17, Kia N. Ayers,
20, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding traffic warrant from
Watchung after a motor-vehicle stop
at South Avenue and Cacciola Place.
She was unable to post the $1,000
bail and was turned over to Watchung
police.

Friday, January 18, Mahari Tyndale,
31, of Plainfield and Jeffrey Spector,
28, of Scotch Plains were arrested
and charged with possession of co-
caine after a motor-vehicle stop at
South and Central Avenues. Both men
were released on their own recogni-
zance after being served with sum-
monses.

Mountainside
Tuesday, January 15, Jeremiah A.

Carter, 25, of Newark was arrested at
the Essex County jail and charged
with an outstanding Mountainside
warrant in the amount of $800. He
was transported to the Union County
jail pending a court date, police said.

Thursday, January 17, a resident of
Darby Lane reported that someone
knocked over her mailbox, valued at
$500.

Thursday, January 17, an assistant
manager of a Route 22 storage facil-
ity reported that an individual who
rents a storage unit from the facility
had set up residence in the unit. Ac-
cording to police, a ladder was placed
in the rear of the unit so the individual
could gain access without using the
padlocked entrance.

Located in the unit were a bed,
coffee maker, water cooler, laptop
and a television, which are powered
by an extension cord that was run to a
nearby outlet, police said. Entrance
to the unit was gained during normal
operating hours, and the individual
remained in the unit after the facility
was closed, authorities said.

Monday, January 21, a Route 22
restaurant reported that two patrons
left the establishment without paying
the bill. According to police, the sus-
pects attempted to pay with a credit
card that was declined, at which time
they fled the restaurant.

The first suspect was described as
a black male with shoulder-length
dreadlocks, wearing a white jacket
and black pants. The second suspect
was described as a black female with
long black hair, wearing a long black
coat and a black and white dress,
police said. According to police, the
suspects fled in a small, white, four-
door vehicle with front-end damage
and a partial plate identification of
KZ-31.

Scotch Plains
Friday, January 18, Aaron Quade,

22, of Hammonsport, N.Y. was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor-vehicle stop.

Sunday, January 20, Jeffrey Annese,
19, of Fanwood was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana
after a motor-vehicle stop.

Sunday, January 20, a Route 22 gas
station employee reported the theft of
$5 worth of gas after the operator of
a vehicle left the pump without pay-
ing.

Fanwood
Tuesday, January 15, Michael W.

Mason, 45, of Staten Island, N.Y. was
arrested on an outstanding Jersey City
warrant after a motor-vehicle stop on
the 200 block of South Avenue.

Tuesday, January 15, Kelvin M.
Cabrera-Zapata, 29, of Elizabeth was
arrested following a motor-vehicle
stop on South Avenue on an outstand-
ing warrant out of Carteret. He was
released after posting bail.

Johany Lazu-Feliciano, 30, of
Hoboken, a passenger in the vehicle,
also was arrested and charged with
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS). According to po-
lice, he was transported to the Union
County jail, where he is being held on
$12,500 bail.

Thursday, January 17, Cynthia A.
Dotoli, 46, of Lavallette was arrested
on a Union County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment no-bail warrant after a motor-
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue. She
was processed and transported to the
Union County jail, police said.

Friday, January 18, Michael S.
Haskell, 34, of Bridgewater was ar-
rested on an outstanding Somerville
warrant after a motor-vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue.

Friday, January 18, two 17-year-
old juveniles from Fanwood were
arrested after a motor-vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue and charged with
possession of marijuana. Both indi-
viduals were processed and released
to their parents pending a court date
in Elizabeth.

Friday, January 18, sometime be-
tween 5:45 and 7 p.m., someone
smashed the rear window of a
Westfield resident’s motor-vehicle
while it was parked at a South Avenue
restaurant and removed a satellite ra-
dio valued at $200.

While authorities were searching
the area, they noticed another vehicle
was ransacked. After locating the
owner of the vehicle in the restaurant,
it was determined that a pair of $200
sunglasses was removed from the
unlocked vehicle, police said.

Saturday, January 19, a South Av-
enue restaurant reported that a patron
of the restaurant left the establish-
ment without paying his bill. Accord-
ing to police, the suspect has been
identified as a Scotch Plains resident
and charges are pending.

A King Street resident reported
that sometime between Monday,
January 21, at 5 p.m. and Tuesday,
January 22, at 6 a.m., someone en-
tered his two unlocked motor ve-
hicles while they were parked in the
driveway and rummaged through
them. According to police, nothing is
reported missing at this time.

Erratum
The date for a forum of Republican 7th

District Congressional candidates was in-
correct as published in last week’s Peyton’s
Peek at the Week column. The correct date
is today, Thursday, January 24. The forum
will be held at 7:30 p.m. at the Gran
Centurions, 440 Madison Hill Road, Clark.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REMEMBERING...Reverend Robert Taylor, newly appointed pastor of St.
Luke’s AME Church, leads the procession gathered at the Martin Luther King
Memorial on South Avenue, near the traffic circle, on Monday, January 21, which
celebrated Dr. King’s holiday.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Town Council
the once-in-a-while parking associ-
ated with the use of Memorial Park
and the foot traffic that it might gen-
erate. While I do understand that some
in that neighborhood might feel that
this is not an appropriate measure for
the council to take, I think this is a
situation where we need to defer to
the town professionals’ expertise.”

The council unanimously endorsed
the plan on first reading.

Finance Committee Chairman and
First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
announced that the town’s pool-mem-
bership fees would be unchanged from
2007, “with the added benefit that no

[state] sales tax will be charged.”
Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca, who

filled in for Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
encouraged town residents to attend
Governor Jon Corzine’s Union
County Town-Hall-style meeting on
his financial-restructuring and debt-
reduction plan. The event will take
place on Wednesday, January 30, at
the Cranford campus of Union County
College in the Roy W. Smith Theater.
To RSVP, call (609) 777-2212 or e-
mail Union.rsvp@gov.state.nj.us.

Mr. Ciarrocca said the issue of state
finances is “critical to the Town of
Westfield and towns like Westfield.”

FW Recreation Commission
Discusses Budget Cuts

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — With rising pension
and health-care costs affecting bor-
ough residents, the Fanwood Borough
Council is asking departments to con-
sider cutbacks in the coming year.

“We’re looking for reductions
throughout,” said Councilman David
Valian. “We want to see what every-
one can give back before we see where
we are at.”

Mr. Valian spoke at Tuesday
evening’s meeting of the Fanwood
Recreation Commission, where mem-
bers of the commission considered
two budgets — both of which would
have the commission spending less
than it did last year.

Bob Budiansky, the borough’s recre-
ation director, presented two potential
versions of the 2008 recreation-com-
mission budget at the commission’s
first meeting of the new year.

The proposals cut the recreation bud-
get between 5 and 10 percent, respec-
tively. The recreation commission
came in just under its $36,925 budget
in 2007, he said. Under the two pro-
posals, the commission would operate
with a budget of either $35,080 or
$33,230 in the coming year.

One potential casualty of the budget
crunch would be the borough’s assis-
tant recreation director. The position
has been vacant since the previous
assistant director resigned in August.
Eliminating the position would free
up $4,000, and Mr. Budiansky said
that, given the cost, maintaining the
position would not be prudent.

“I could delegate some duties to an
assistant,” Mr. Budiansky said. “Given
our budget constraints, I don’t think
it’s a wise move.”

The borough council will discuss
the budget in February. For now, the
borough will gauge where cuts can be
made to combat rising costs, officials
said.

The commission also discussed ex-
panding its summer-camp program
from six to eight weeks. With the
popularity of the current program,
commission members felt there was a
need to accommodate additional
campers. The commission would raise
rates for the program from $20 to $35
per week to meet additional staffing
needs for the expanded program.

“People wanted us to expand to
eight weeks,” Commission Chair-
woman Pamela Sayles said. “There
was such an overwhelming response.”

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GIANTS FRENZY...Inflatable football players line the storefront of Alfredo’s
Deli on Second Street in Scotch Plains as area fans await the Giants’ trip to the
Super Bowl to face New England in two Sundays.

Scotch Plains Police Arrest
Two Car Burglary Suspects

By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township po-
lice arrested two Passaic County women
last week after they admitted to bur-
glarizing 20 motor vehicles during a
four-day crime spree on the north side
of Scotch Plains.

According to police, Michelle Jack-
son, 27, of Prospect Park, was charged
with multiple counts of burglary and
theft. She was transferred to the Essex
County jail on a pre-existing no-bail
warrant.

 The other suspect, a 17-year old
juvenile from Paterson, faces pending
theft and burglary charges.

Both suspects confessed to being
members of the Bloods street gang, and
told police that they were directed to
carry out the burglaries by the gang,
police said.

On Tuesday, January 15, at 2:30
a.m., a Victor Street resident observed
two people entering an unlocked car.

The resident called the police, and
responding officers discovered two
females walking in the area. The sus-
pects then admitted to breaking into
all of the cars, police said, saying the
burglary spree lasted from January
11 until they were caught on January
15.

According to police, the thefts were
concentrated on the north side of Scotch
Plains, specifically in the area surround-
ing Cook, Montague and Union Av-
enues.

“Several thousand dollars of items
were stolen, including iPods, GPS de-
vices, cash and small electronics,” Lieu-
tenant Brian Donnelly of the Scotch
Plains Police Department told The
Westfield Leader.

The Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment said it is working with neighbor-
ing police forces and law-enforcement
agencies to determine whether the rob-
beries were part of a larger, statewide
robbery spree.

Mountainside BOE Presents
Preliminary 2008-09 Budget

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Board of Education,
on Tuesday, presented a preliminary
version of the 2008-2009 school bud-
get at a level of roughly $14 to $15
million, with increases over current-
year expenditures.

The budget calls for four additional
staff members to support state aver-
age class sizes. These positions in-
clude two language-arts teachers, a
special-education teacher and a
teacher assistant. The total number of
employees would rise to 120.

With the four additional staff posi-
tions, the employee budget would be
$6,676,104, an increase of $423,588
over the current year. This includes
substitutes, summer school, athletic
stipends and co-curricular stipends.

Other additions to the budget in-
clude $37,000 in tuition reimburse-
ment, $23,000 in staff training and
$14,000 in curriculum writing. “We
had employees take advantage of 181
workshops last year,” Board Presi-
dent John Perrin said.

Increases in special education also
are included in the proposed budget.
One hundred and four students re-
ceive special education, and with tu-
ition, transportation, out-of-district
placement and services, the total for
special education is projected to be
$3.1 million.

“Twenty-two percent of our annual
budget is spent on special education,
so with that and salaries, we are al-
ready at $9 million in our budget,”
Mr. Perrin said.

The BOE is proposing funding ad-
ditional initiatives such as an extra
bus for kindergarten to grade 8 chil-
dren, an enhanced robotics program

in the middle school, athletic busses,
classroom-guided reading libraries in
kindergarten to grade 5, a five-year
uniform replacement for girls and
boys volleyball, curriculum mapping,
field trips, a writers’ and reading
workshop and mathematics- and sci-
ence-curriculum improvements.

“We are always looking to enhance
the curriculum for our students,” Mr.
Perrin stated.

At next month’s meeting, the BOE
will present the financial breakdown
of the budget to the public. The public
will vote on the budget on Tuesday,
April 15.

“Obviously, this all depends on
what the taxpayers want. This is just
a preliminary breakdown, so things
can be changed,” Mr. Perrin said.

Also at the meeting Tuesday night,
the BOE started the New Jersey
School Boards Association NJQSAC
evaluation, which is required of all
school boards. The BOE read the
code of ethics aloud and took an evalu-
ation. The BOE is required to do self-
evaluations and a superintendent
evaluation.

“You must score 80 percent or
higher on the evaluation,” said Nancy
DiBartolo of the New Jersey School
Boards Association.

The BOE announced that the reno-
vations to the Deerfield School play-
ground are complete and that all of
the equipment has been installed three
months ahead of schedule.

The PTA is raising money to fund
benches for the playground, and par-
ents are raising money to create a
brick sidewalk from the park to the
school. The PTA fashion show will
take place on Thursday, March 13,
and the Pancake Breakfast is sched-
uled for Saturday, February 2.

SP Township Budget Process
Delayed by State Cap Regs

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — With state
officials still finalizing the details of
the new tax-levy-cap regulations for
municipal governments, the town-
ship-budget process this year is ex-
pected to be pushed back a number of
weeks, according to Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins.

He told the township council at its
conference meeting on Tuesday that
“there is a lot of mixed opinion from
Trenton” regarding the interpretation
of new regulations limiting munici-
pal property-tax increases to about 4
percent.

As a result, the state is recom-
mending that local governments de-
lay introducing their annual budgets
by a month. Presently, municipalities
with calendar-year budgets are sup-
posed to adopt their budgets by March
21; although, as Mr. Atkins said, few
actually do so. The new deadline will
be April 21.

In recent years, the township has
introduced its annual budget in late
March or early April and then for-
mally adopted the spending plan a
month later. Mr. Atkins has usually
presented his budget recommenda-
tions to council members in late Janu-
ary. He said on Tuesday that he would
present his appropriations proposals
on February 15, along with “a very
basic guideline” of the township’s
interpretation of the tax-levy-cap
regulations while waiting for formal
guidance from state officials.

The cap regulations also apply to
local expenditures, which are gener-
ally not allowed to increase by more
than about 3.5 percent.

“This is going to be a tough budget
process,” Mr. Atkins said, adding that
the next two years “are going to be
worse.” Mr. Atkins told the council he

anticipates holding budget meetings
taking place in March into early April,
with the budget being introduced
some time in April.

In advance of the budget delibera-
tions, Mr. Atkins told the council that
the state-mandated increase in fund-
ing for the Scotch Plains Library this
year would be 5.3 percent – instead of
the 12.4-percent increase last year.

In addition, representatives from
the Rahway Valley Sewage Authority
(RVSA) met with the council, Tues-
day, to discuss the $372,000 credit
the township is receiving from RVSA
this year. The credit, which is partly
the result of an unexpected fund sur-
plus due to certain construction con-
tracts not being completed, is being
distributed to the utility’s 11 member
towns.

Joan Papen, the township’s repre-
sentative to RVSA, said she and other
commissioners had favored spread-
ing the credit over many years in an
effort to lessen the annual fee in-
creases being paid by member towns
but that a majority of commissioners
advocated a one-year payout.

RVSA is nearing completion of a
court-ordered $200-million facilities
upgrade that was financed by steep
annual fee increases for its member
towns over the past years.

The $372,000 credit will reduce
this year’s initially expected fee in-
crease of about $450,000 to roughly
$108,000.

Michael Brinker, RVSA’s execu-
tive director, warned the council that
with Scotch Plains’ fee this year be-
ing about $1.22 million — instead of
$1.6 million, thanks to the credit —
next year’s fee increase will be more
than 50 percent higher, or about
$700,000, to reach the $1.9-million
level that was set forth by the RVSA
years ago.
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STANDS OUT…This albino deer is spotted January 11 in the wooded backyard
of Lisa Milo on Duncan Drive in Scotch Plains. Several sightings of the deer also
have been reported on Rahway Avenue and Swans Mill Lane.

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FULL HOUSE...Members of the Scotch Plains Recreation Commission discuss
multiple issues Monday night during their meeting at the Scotch Hills Country
Club. Advancements pending in upgrading the township’s website to enable
online registration for events was a leading subject.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANY MORE INFORMATION?…Township police continue to seek witnesses to last Thursday’s hit-and-run of a pedestrian
at the corner of Park and Westfield Avenues. A county worker has been cited for the incident, but police hope additional
witnesses will bolster their case.

Police Unaware of Letter
Alleging Deer Shootings

Scotch Plains Police Arrest
Two Car Burglary Suspects

SP Recreation Commission
To Begin Online Registration

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
police said they are unaware of a
letter that was deposited earlier this
month in the mailboxes of some
southside residents that warned of
an individual driving through resi-
dential neighborhoods shooting deer.

The unsigned letter, which is
dated December 30 and was made
available to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, is typewritten and
contains a number of spelling and
grammatical errors. It warns
southside residents that, “Several
times during the week in the early
morning hours, a person(s) has been
seen driving a truck shooting deer
in your neighborhood. This person
has a silenser [sic] on his (her) rifel
[sic] and shoots not only doe, but
their young fawns.”

The writer of the letter added,
“We have tried to apprehend this
person(s) without any success. It
seems he is untouchable by the law.”

The letter, received by residents of
Chip-Lou Lane and possibly other
nearby streets, was delivered prior to
the start of the deer management pro-
gram in the Ashbrook Reservation.

Police Lieutenant Brian Donnelly
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the letter “is news to me”
and that  no residents have contacted
the township’s police department
about anyone shooting deer outside
the reservation or outside the aus-
pices of the deer-management pro-
gram that began on January 12.

Chip-Lou Lane resident George
Gowen told The Times he considered
contacting the police after receiving
the letter but felt that doing so “would
only be dignifying a crackpot.”

By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains police arrested two Passaic
County women last week after they
admitted to burglarizing 20 motor
vehicles during a four-day crime
spree on the north side of Scotch
Plains.

According to police, Michelle
Jackson, 27, of Prospect Park was
charged with multiple counts of bur-
glary and theft. She was transferred
to the Essex County jail on a pre-
existing no-bail warrant.

The other suspect, a 17-year-
old juvenile from Paterson, faces
pending theft  and burglary
charges.

Both suspects confessed to being
members of the Bloods street gang,
and told police that they were di-
rected to carry out the burglaries by
the gang, police said.

On January 15 at 2:30 a.m., a Vic-
tor Street resident observed two

people entering an unlocked car. The
resident called the police and respond-
ing officers discovered two females
walking in the area. The suspects
then admitted to breaking into all of
the cars, according to police who
said, the burglary spree lasted from
January 11 until the suspects were
caught on January 15.

According to police, the thefts were
concentrated on the north side of
Scotch Plains, specifically in the area
surrounding Cook, Montague and
Union Avenues.

“Several thousand dollars of items
were stolen, including iPods, GPS
devices, cash and small electronics,”
Lieutenant Brian Donnelly of the
Scotch Plains Police Department told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

The Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment said it is working with neigh-
boring police forces and other law-
enforcement agencies to determine
whether the robberies were part of a
larger, statewide robbery spree.

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission is up-
grading the township website,
scotchplainsnj.com, to enable resi-
dents to register online for recreation
programs.

“This will make things much easier
for everyone. We will have it online
over the next 30 to 60 days,” Recre-
ation Director Ray Poerio said at Mon-
day night’s commission meeting.

A software program, Community
Pass, was installed last year, enabling
individuals to register for member-
ship and pay for rounds at the Scotch
Hills Golf Course in Scotch Plains.

This next phase will allow people
to access Community Pass through a
link on the township’s website and to
register for recreation programs
online, Mr. Poerio told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Concurrently or shortly thereafter,
he said individuals would be able to
register and pay for programs online
with a credit card, making the recre-
ation department the first department
in the township to have this system up
and running.

Community Pass, which manufac-
turers the software was paid $2,500
for the setup and will be paid an
annual licensing fee of $5,000.

The commission also announced
progress with the field lighting at
VoTech and renovations at the recre-
ation garage where supplies are stored.

Mr. Poerio described the renova-
tions as “housekeeping,” rather than
any additions or renovations to the
facility itself, saying it would not

impact the Scotch Plains Department
of Public Works’ portion of the ga-
rage.

He said the work involves “remov-
ing a lot of old shelves, old equip-
ment, renovating the interior, starting
to epoxy the floor and hanging peg-
boards.” While there is not a specific
deadline for completing this work, he
noted that it is “moving along.”

According to Mr. Poerio, the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools’
field should be up and running by the
spring. Construction Official/Zoning
Officer Robert LaCosta told The Times
all necessary permits had been issued
and inspections passed.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ice
Hockey Booster Club requested to
hold a fundraiser at Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club on a Friday or Saturday
night. The proposed event would in-
clude karaoke and dancing. The com-
mission has rules that prohibit teen
events at the facility on Friday or
Saturday nights due to incidents in-
volving vandalism and police activ-
ity in the past.

“I would like to help these guys
out, but we used to have a lot of
trouble in the past,” commissioner
Douglas Layne said.

“I know they are strapped for funds,
so maybe they could choose another
time instead of a Friday or Saturday
night. If we do it for one group, we
will have to do it for all,” Commis-
sion Chairman Ed Zazzali said.

Winter recreation programs began
this week. A youth ski trip to Shawnee
Park in Pennsylvania, sponsored by
the recreation department, will be
held on Friday, February 8.

SP Police Cite County Employee
In Hit-and-Run of Pedestrian

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
police last week cited a Union County
employee for a hit-and-run incident
at the corner of Park and Westfield
Avenues that injured a female pedes-
trian.

Donald Picciaro of Roselle
Park, who works for the Union
County Department of Public
Works, was charged with two
motor vehicle violations, accord-
ing to Police Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly, for the incident that
occurred at 12:50 p.m. on Janu-
ary 17.

Lt. Donnelly told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the
unidentified woman was cross-
ing Westfield Avenue at the cor-
ner of Park Avenue when Mr.
Picciaro, driving a county truck,
turned left from Park Avenue and
struck the woman. Witnesses re-
ported that a yellow truck with

red lettering on its side had left the
accident scene, and Lt. Donnelly said
“a combination of witnesses and good
police work” led law-enforcement
personnel last Friday to Front Street,
where the county was doing road-
work.

Mr. Picciaro, according to Lt.

Donnelly, told police he wasn’t sure
if he had hit something when turn-
ing from Park Avenue. Lt. Donnelly
said there was no evidence of alco-
hol or drugs or a deliberate attempt
to injure the woman, who was trans-
ported to Robert Wood Johnson Hos-
pital with non-life-threatening in-

juries.
“We’re treating it as a mere

accident,” Lt. Donnelly said.
“Nothing indicates that he will-
ingly hit her.”

Township police with charged
Mr. Picciaro with leaving the
scene of an accident involving
bodily injury and with failure to
report a motor-vehicle accident.

Township police have placed
an electronic sign near the acci-
dent scene seeking witnesses and
further information, and Lt.
Donnelly said the sign would
remain in place “in case we get
other witnesses who will bolster
our case.”

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FREE AT LAST...The area celebrates Martin
Luther King Day on Monday as flowers are placed
at the memorial on South Avenue in Westfield.

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GIANTS FRENZY...Area fans puff up for the Giants in support of their trip to the
Super Bowl after Sunday’s win over Green Bay. Mannequins above decorate the
storefront of Alfredo’s Deli on Second Street in Scotch Plains.

FW Recreation Commission
Discusses Budget Cuts

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — With rising pen-
sion and health care costs squeezing
the borough’s pocketbook, the
Fanwood Borough Council is asking
departments to consider cutbacks in
the coming year.

“We’re looking for reductions
throughout,” said Councilman David
Valian. “We want to see what every-
one can give back before we see where
we are at.”

Mr. Valian spoke at Tuesday
evening’s meeting of the Fanwood
Recreation Commission, where mem-
bers of the commission considered
two budgets — both of which would
have the commission spending less
than it did last year.

Bob Budiansky, the borough’s rec-
reation director, presented two po-

tential versions of the 2008 recre-
ation commission budget at the
commission’s first meeting of the new
year.

The proposals cut the recreation
budget between 5 and 10 percent,
respectively. The recreation commis-
sion came in just under its $36,925
budget in 2007, he said. Under the
two proposals, the commission would
operate with a budget of either
$35,080 or $33,230 in the 2008 bud-
get year.

One potential casualty of the bud-
get crunch would be the borough’s
assistant recreation director. The po-
sition has been vacant since the previ-
ous assistant director resigned in
August. Eliminating the position
would free up $4,000, and Mr.
Budiansky said that, given the cost,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Township Budget Process
Delayed by State Cap Regs

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With state
officials still finalizing the details of
the new tax levy cap regulations for
municipal governments, the township
budget process this year is expected
to be pushed back several weeks,
according to Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins.

He told the township council at its
conference meeting on Tuesday that
“there is a lot of mixed opinion from
Trenton” regarding the interpretation
of new regulations limiting munici-
pal property tax increases to about 4
percent.

As a result, the state is recom-

mending that local governments de-
lay introducing their annual budgets
by a month. Presently, municipalities
with calendar-year budgets are sup-
posed to adopt their budgets by March
21, although, as Mr. Atkins said, few
actually do so. The new deadline will
be April 21.

In recent years, the township has
introduced its annual budget in late
March or early April and then for-
mally adopted the spending plan a
month later. Mr. Atkins has usually
presented his budget recommenda-
tions to council members in late Janu-
ary. He said on Tuesday that he would
present his appropriations proposals
on February 15, along with “a very

basic guideline” of the township’s
interpretation of the tax levy cap regu-
lations while waiting for formal guid-
ance from state officials.

The cap regulations also apply to
local expenditures, which are gener-
ally not allowed to increase by more
than about 3.5 percent.

“This is going to be a tough budget
process,” Mr. Atkins said, adding that
the next two years “are going to be
worse.” Mr. Atkins told the council he
anticipates holding budget meetings
taking place from March into early
April, with the budget being intro-
duced sometime in April.

In advance of the budget delibera-
tions, Mr. Atkins told the council that
the state-mandated increase in fund-
ing for the Scotch Plains library this
year would only be 5.3 percent versus
the 12.4 percent increase last year.

In addition, several representatives
from the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA) met with the coun-
cil Tuesday to discuss the $372,000
credit the township is receiving from
RVSA this year. The credit, which is
partly the result of an unexpected
fund surplus due to certain construc-
tion contracts not being completed, is
being distributed to the utility’s 11
member towns.

Joan Papen, the township’s repre-
sentative to RVSA, said she and sev-
eral other commissioners had favored
spreading the credit over several years
in an effort to lessen the annual fee
increases being paid by member
towns, but that a majority of commis-
sioners advocated a one-year payout.

RVSA is nearing completion of a
court-ordered $200 million facilities
upgrade that was financed by steep
annual fee increases for its member
towns over the past several years. The
$372,000 credit will reduce this year’s
initially-expected fee increase of
about $450,000 to about $108,000.

Michael Brinker, RVSA’s execu-
tive director, warned the council that
with Scotch Plains’ fee this year be-
ing about $1.22 million — instead of
$1.6 million, thanks to the credit —
next year’s fee increase will be more
than 50 percent higher, or about
$700,000, to reach the $1.9 million
level that was set forth by RVSA
several years ago.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Greg Ryan for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ICE TIME…Members of the WHS Hockey Team hold the annual SKATE-A
THON at the Union Sports Arena Sunday, January 19. About 150 participants
enjoy open skating and taking shots on the goalies. The fundraising event supports
the WHS Team.

Erratum
The date for a forum of Republican

Seventh District Congressional candidates
was incorrect as published in last week’s
Peyton’s Peek at the Week column. The
correct date is Thursday, January 24 (to-
day). The forum will be held at 7:30 p.m.
at the Gran Centurions, 440 Madison Hill
Road, Clark.

CHUTES AND LADDERS…Not a giant water slide, the early childhood center
at Westfield’s Lincoln School undergoes extensive interior demolition and
construction debris disposal last week.

Vogel Bus Overturns
On Raritan Rd. in Clark

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUS OVERTURNS...Above, Clark police and fire officials work Friday to clear
Raritan Road of debris before loading a Vogel school bus, which had overturned
hours earlier, onto a Sevell’s tow truck. The bus, heading toward Central Avenue,
overturned as it swerved to avoid a car that crossed over the lanes (inset). Clark
police told The Leader that no children were on board the bus at the time.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING TO THE SOUTH SIDE...Last week, the Westfield council endorsed
“phase 1” of the Downtown Improvement Plan . Engineer Christopher Statile and
Sherry Cronin, executive director of the Downtown Westfield Corporation,
presented the final draft of the improvement plan, which focuses on South Avenue
between Westfield and Central Avenues (above). Mr. Statile said the goals of the
project included enhancing the corridor’s appearance and encouraging traffic-
calming. Below, Mr. Statile provided The Leader with a sample detail of the new
sidewalk’s streetscape.

Westfield
Monday, January 14, Remigiusz

Toronczak, 31, of New Brunswick
was arrested at South and Central
Avenues on a Piscataway motor ve-
hicle warrant. He was released after
posting $750 bail.

Tuesday, January 15, a resident of
the 1500 block of Boulevard reported
a burglary to her home. It was unde-
termined what was missing. Entry
was gained through an open base-
ment door.

Tuesday, January 15, Robert Carter,
51, of Westfield was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Crossway Place on an outstand-
ing motor vehicle warrant from Union.
He was released after posting $120
bail.

Wednesday, January 16, Jasmine
Rios, 19, of Atlantic City was ar-
rested during a motor vehicle stop at
Windsor and Ripley Avenues on an
outstanding Newark warrant for a
municipal offense. She was released
after posting $120 bail.

Thursday, January 17, Kia N. Ayers,
20, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding traffic warrant from
Watchung after a motor vehicle stop
at South Avenue and Cacciola Place.
She was unable to post the $1,000
bail and was turned over to Watchung
police.

Friday, January 18, Mahari Tyndale,
31, of Plainfield and Jeffrey Spector,
28, of Scotch Plains were arrested
and charged with possession of co-
caine after a motor vehicle stop at
South and Central Avenues. Both men
were released on their own recogni-
zance after being served with sum-
monses.

Mountainside
Tuesday, January 15, Jeremiah A.

Carter, 25, of Newark was arrested at
the Essex County jail and charged
with an outstanding Mountainside
warrant in the amount of $800. He
was transported to the Union County
jail pending a court date, police said.

Thursday, January 17, a resident of
Darby Lane reported that someone
knocked over her mailbox, valued at
$500.

Thursday, January 17, an assistant
manager of a Route 22 storage facil-
ity reported that an individual who
rents a storage unit from the facility
had set up residence in the unit. Ac-
cording to police, a ladder was placed
in the rear of the unit so the individual
could gain access without using the
padlocked entrance.

Located in the unit were a bed,
coffee maker, water cooler, laptop
and a television, which are powered
by an extension cord that was run to a
nearby outlet, police said. Entrance
to the unit is gained during normal
operating hours and the individual
remains in the unit after the facility is
closed, authorities said.

Monday, January 21, a Route 22
restaurant reported that two patrons
left the establishment without paying
the bill. According to police, the sus-
pects attempted to pay with a credit
card that was declined, at which time
they fled the restaurant.

The first suspect was described as
a black male with shoulder-length
dreadlocks, wearing a white jacket
and black pants. The second suspect
was described as a black female with
long black hair, wearing a long black
coat and a black and white dress,
police said. According to police, the
suspects fled in a small, white, four-
door vehicle with front-end damage
and a partial plate identification of
KZ-31.

Scotch Plains
Friday, January 18, Aaron Quade,

22, of Hammonsport, N.Y. was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop.

Sunday, January 20, Jeffrey Annese,
19, of Fanwood was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana
after a motor vehicle stop.

Sunday, January 20, a Route 22 gas
station employee reported the theft of
$5 worth of gas after the operator of
a vehicle left the pump without pay-
ing.

Fanwood
Tuesday, January 15, Michael W.

Mason, 45, of Staten Island, N.Y. was
arrested on an outstanding Jersey City
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
the 200 block of South Avenue.

Tuesday, January 15, Kelvin M.
Cabrera-Zapata, 29, of Elizabeth was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue on an outstand-
ing warrant out of Carteret. He was
released after posting bail.

Johany Lazu-Feliciano, 30, of
Hoboken, a passenger in the vehicle,
also was arrested and charged with
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS). According to po-
lice, he was transported to the Union
County jail, where he is being held on
$12,500 bail.

Thursday, January 17, Cynthia A.
Dotoli, 46, of Lavallette was arrested
on a Union County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment no-bail warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue. She
was processed and transported to the
Union County jail, police said.

Friday, January 18, Michael S.
Haskell, 34, of Bridgewater was ar-
rested on an outstanding Somerville
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue.

Friday, January 18, two 17-year-
old juveniles from Fanwood were
arrested after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue and charged with
possession of marijuana. Both indi-
viduals were processed and released
to their parents pending a court date
in Elizabeth.

Friday, January 18, sometime be-
tween 5:45 and 7 p.m., someone
smashed the rear window of a
Westfield resident’s motor vehicle
while it was parked at a South Avenue
restaurant and removed a satellite ra-
dio valued at $200.

While authorities were searching
the area, they noticed another vehicle
was ransacked. After locating the
owner of the vehicle in the restaurant,
it was determined that a pair of $200
sunglasses was removed from the
unlocked vehicle, police said.

Saturday, January 19, a South Av-
enue restaurant reported that a patron
of the restaurant left the establish-
ment without paying his bill. Accord-
ing to police, the suspect has been
identified as a Scotch Plains resident
and charges are pending.

A King Street resident reported
that sometime between Monday,
January 21, at 5 p.m. and Tuesday,
January 22, at 6 a.m., someone en-
tered his two unlocked motor ve-
hicles while they were parked in the
driveway and rummaged through
them. According to police, nothing is
reported missing at this time.

Lincoln School Project
Update Provided

WESTFIELD – Westfield Public
Schools Business Administrator, Rob-
ert Berman reported, “The demolition
process is going smoothly, and our reno-
vation project is right on schedule, at
the early childhood center at Westfield’s
Lincoln School.” “The general con-
tractor, plumber and electrician are in-
volved in the interior demolition and
are on site,” Mr. Berman said.

Extensive interior demolition is tak-
ing place inside the circa-1920s school
building to transform it into a modern
facility for kindergarten and pre-school
children. The project, part of a $10-
million bonded construction effort that
also includes work at Roosevelt and
Edison Intermediate schools, is sched-
uled for completion by the end of July.

maintaining the position would not
be prudent.

“I could delegate some duties to an
assistant,” Mr. Budiansky said. “Given
our budget constraints, I don’t think
it’s a wise move.”

The Fanwood Borough Council will
discuss the budget in February. For
now, the borough will gauge where
cuts can be made to combat rising
costs.

The commission also discussed
expanding its summer camp program
from six to eight weeks. With the
popularity of the current program,
commission members felt there was a
need to accommodate additional
campers. The commission would raise
rates for the program from $20 to $35
per week to meet additional staffing
needs for the expanded program.

“People wanted us to expand to
eight weeks,” Commission Chair-
woman Pamela Sayles said. “There
was such an overwhelming response,
we’re happy that we’d get more kids.”

Sherri Ryan, owner of My Little
Dance Studio in Fanwood, also pre-
sented a plan to the commission to

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Recreation
Budget Review

partner with the borough for a dance
themed summer camp and after-
school program. She said the studio
has similar arrangements with
Westfield and Scotch Plains.

Details are still to be worked out,
but Ms. Ryan’s studio would likely
provide both the venue and staff for
the camp while Fanwood would pro-
mote the program in exchange for a
fee.

“We’re opening the door to a new
experience,” commission member
Rob Degnan said. “I think it’s a good
thing.”

Additionally, the commission ad-
dressed its staffing needs for the up-
coming year. Presently there are three
vacancies on the all-volunteer com-
mission, which is made up of 11
members (seven members and four
alternates.) John Quinones, a local
resident whose children are involved
in sports, has expressed interest in
joining the commission, officials said.

“We’re still looking for volunteers,”
Ms. Sayles said. “It’s a fun commis-
sion to be on. We’re really trying to
get some people.”

By MICHAEL JOSEPH POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CLARK – A Vogel school bus head-
ing eastbound, toward Central Av-
enue, on Raritan Road in Clark over-
turned Friday as it swerved to avoid a
car that crossed over the lanes, Clark
Police Sergeant Michael Pollack told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

The accident took place around
4:45 p.m. at the intersection of Raritan
Road and Gibson Boulevard, outside
Steak & Ale.

Sgt. Pollack reported that the driver

of the westbound vehicle was taken
to the hospital and escaped with “mi-
nor injuries.”

He told The Times that no children
were on board the bus at the time, and
the bus driver was unharmed. The
sergeant said Clark police are con-
tinuing to investigate what led to the
car swerve and are interviewing wit-
nesses.

Editor’s Note: By coincidence,
the Clark sergeant and The Westfield
Leader reporter share the same
name.

Mountainside BOE Presents
Preliminary 2008-09 Budget

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Board of Education on
Tuesday presented a preliminary ver-
sion of the 2008-2009 school budget
at a level of roughly $14-15 million,
with increases over current year ex-
penditures.

The budget calls for four additional
staff members to support state aver-
age class sizes. These positions in-
clude two language arts teachers, a
special education teacher and a teacher
assistant. The total number of em-
ployees would rise to 120.

With the four additional staff posi-
tions, the employee budget would be
$6,676,104, an increase of $423,588
over the current year. This includes
substitutes, summer school, athletic
stipends and co-curricular stipends.

Other additions to the budget in-
clude $37,000 in tuition reimburse-
ment, $23,000 in staff training and
$14,000 in curriculum writing. “We
had employees take advantage of 181
workshops last year,” Board Presi-
dent John Perrin said.

Increases in special education also
are included in the proposed budget.
One hundred and four students re-
ceive special education, and with tu-
ition, transportation, out-of-district
placement and services, the total for
special education is projected to be
$3.1 million.

“Twenty-two percent of our annual
budget is spent on special education,
so with that and salaries, we are al-
ready at $9 million in our budget,”
Mr. Perrin said.

The BOE is proposing funding ad-
ditional initiatives such as an extra
bus for K-8, an enhanced robotics
program in the middle school, ath-
letic busses, classroom guided read-
ing libraries in grades K-5, a five-

year uniform replacement for girls
and boys volleyball, curriculum map-
ping, field trips, a writers and reading
workshop and mathematics and sci-
ence curriculum improvements.

“We are always looking to enhance
the curriculum for our students,” Mr.
Perrin stated.

At next month’s meeting, the BOE
will present the financial breakdown
of the budget to the public. The public
will vote on the budget on Tuesday,
April 15.

“Obviously, this all depends on
what the taxpayers want. This is just
a preliminary breakdown, so things
can be changed,” Mr. Perrin said.

Also at the meeting Tuesday night,
the BOE started the New Jersey
School Boards Association NJQSAC
evaluation, which is required of all
school boards. The BOE read the
code of ethics aloud and took an evalu-
ation. The BOE is required to do self-
evaluations and a superintendent
evaluation.

“You must score 80 percent or
higher on the evaluation,” said Nancy
DiBartolo of the New Jersey School
Boards Association.

Seventh grader James Patterson was
recognized at the meeting for having
won the National Geographic Soci-
ety Geography Bee for the second
time.

The BOE announced that the reno-
vations to the Deerfield School play-
ground are complete and that all of
the equipment has been installed three
months ahead of schedule.

The PTA is raising money to fund
benches for the playground, and par-
ents are raising money to create a
brick sidewalk from the park to the
school. The PTA fashion show will
take place on Thursday, March 13,
and the Pancake Breakfast is sched-
uled for Saturday, February 2.

Borough Council Looking
At Going Green For 2008

Westfield BOE Discusses
Tech Budget of $2-Mil.

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Borough council-
man Walter Tucker at Tuesday night’s
meeting asked Mayor Dennis
McCarthy and fellow council mem-
bers to look into energy conservation.
He said, “As leaders, we should look
at what direction to take into going
green for the environment. This will
be good for the planet and also save
us money in the long run.”

Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma suggested that, during the
budget session talks, the council
should “maybe put aside money for
energy-efficient resources.”

Council President Kathleen
Villaggio agreed, stating that this year,
the council should get an assessment
and see what “we can do and have a
plan of action for the future. We should
start moving in that direction.”

Councilman Tucker thanked Ann
Guerriero, who served on the board
of health from 1980 to 2007, for her
many years of service to borough
residents. “We (the council) should
look into acknowledging people that
do so much work for our town,” said
Mr. Tucker. “The board of health made
a resolution for her at their last meet-
ing and we should also. She served
the residents for many, many years
and we wish her luck in the future.”

Resident Bruce Paterson asked the
council and the newly appointed com-
mittee overseeing the $2.1-million
James V. Guerriero Athletic Field
Complex project to “honor those that
did the initial work on the field over
50 years ago. We can’t forget those
that did such great work for so many
hours, some for free, now that we are
making this new field.”

The committee consists of Coun-
cilmen Keith Sluka and Stephen
Napolitano, planning board Chair-
man Robert Pender, recreation com-
mittee and planning board member
Sandro Villaraut, Borough Engineer
Donald Guarriello and Ms.  Ariemma.
The athletic field, located on Myrtle
Avenue, will feature synthetic turf, a
walking track, soccer/hockey/base-
ball field and other upgraded recre-

ational amenities.
Councilman Napolitano told The

Times that there is a plaque inside
the field house bearing the names of
more than 30 of those who worked
on the original field house.

The next borough council meeting
will be held on Tuesday, February 12,
at 7 p.m. in the council chambers.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield Board of
Education continued the weekly bud-
get meetings, with technology on Tues-
day night’s agenda. The main focus
was replacing computers that are at the
end of their lease.

The proposed technology budget for
2008-2009 is $1.94 million, an amount
equivalent to the current year, accord-
ing to Business Administrator Robert
Berman.

Barbara Mammen, supervisor of in-
structional technology, and Hal
Johnson, chief technology officer, pro-
vided details of the proposed technol-
ogy budget.

The budget deliberations included
providing intermediate school teachers
with fixed desktop computers in class-
rooms rather than providing laptop com-
puters to each individual, which offi-
cials said is the more costly approach.
Teachers would use a desktop com-
puter that is in the classroom. When not
in a class, they would use a computer
available in the library or faculty room.
The board agreed to ask the teachers
their opinion before making a final de-
cision.

The school system technology plan
calls for replacement of teachers’
laptops, and it assumed they would be
replaced with laptops, not classroom
desktops. The technology plan also in-
cludes going wireless at some time in
the future, but board members said they
do not plan to implement it this year as
the budget may not allow it. Many
computer leases need to be renewed
and most replacements were postponed
last year for budgetary reasons.

Officials said there are about 1,700
computers throughout the Westfield
school system. The proposed budget
provides for adding another 400 new
computers. Some of the used comput-
ers would be utilized at the second
grade level and act as back ups should
a computer break down.

Some of the classroom computer
upgrades in the intermediate schools,
Edison and Roosevelt, are for the added

technology classes, such as robotics
and CAD, which need new computers
to run the programs, Ms. Mammen
said.

She said Robotics is a new eighth-
grade elective. Pre-engineering and
manufacturing are also some electives
that require multimedia functionality.

Officials said the server computer
leases in the district are expired. The
cost for three servers with a four-year
lease is $22,700 that includes $7,100
for the computers plus additional costs
for software and backup systems.

On other matters, the board an-
nounced that 37 Westfield high school
students were selected as Edward
Bloustein Distinguished scholars,
awarded to only those students ranking
in the top 10 percent of their graduating
class at the end of junior year, with
combined critical reading and math-
ematics SAT scores of 1,260 or higher.

Lincoln School kindergarten and pre-
school registration will be held January
23 to 31. Forms are available at
westfieldnjk12.org/lincoln. The morn-
ing kindergarten session is from 9:05
a.m. to 11:40 a.m. and the afternoon
session is 12:45 p.m. to 3:20 p.m. The
pre-school morning session is 8:45 a.m.
to 11:15 a.m. with afternoon sessions
from 12:25 p.m. to 2:55 p.m. Registra-
tion for transitional kindergarten and
Leaps and Bounds 1 will be held from
8:45 a.m. to 3:05 p.m.

The board said they might hire a
fourth additional teacher in the inter-
mediate school to replace a retired
teacher. They are considering hiring
two additional elementary teachers next
year.

The next board of education meeting
on Tuesday, January 29 will focus on
the general education budget.

Elizabeth Org’s Receive
$1.3 Mil. in Grants

ELIZABETH – New Jersey Com-
munity Affairs Commissioner Joseph
Doria, State Senator Raymond
Lesniak, Assemblymen Neil Cohen
and Joseph Cryan (LD-20, Union),
and Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage
delivered $1,302,394 in grants to or-
ganizations that serve low-income and
homeless people in Elizabeth.

Mr. Lesniak said, “No family should
go homeless or without heat in these
winter months. With an economic
slow-down on the horizon, it’s espe-
cially important that we look out for
the welfare of our neighbors.”

Proceed, Inc., headed by Theresa
Soto Vega, is a non-profit organiza-
tion that provides social services to
people in need throughout Elizabeth.
The organization received a grant of
$320,000 to assist low-income house-
holds with the rising costs of home
heating and cooling.

The Coalition to House the Home-
less received a $100,000 shelter sup-
port grant to renovate the coalition’s
transitional house, which provides
temporary housing to working home-
less families.

Covenant House received
$424,300, which will be used to re-
store a transitional living program for
12 homeless young mothers and their
children.

The YMCA received a grant in the
amount of $458,094 to construct the
Madison Transitional Housing com-
plex to provide temporary housing to
families in need.

In all, $1.3 million was presented
to provide heating and cooling assis-
tance and transitional housing.

Crimestoppers Seeks
Help From Public

AREA – Union County Prosecutor’s
Office and the Elizabeth Police Dept.
are asking the public for help in identi-
fying 3 armed men who broke into a
private home in Elizabeth two days
before Christmas at 4 a.m. and killed
Harry Colon, 31, who lived on the sec-
ond floor of the two family residence.

According to Detective David
Nechamkin of the prosecutor’s office,
the three intruders – all armed with
handguns – were all masked in some
way. “One of the men was wearing a
black ski mask. The other two appeared
to have a T-shirt or other material
wrapped around their faces,” officer
Nechamkin said.

Elizabeth Police Dept. Detective
Robert Hilongos said that Mr. Colon
got into a scuffle with the men. “One of
the intruders fired one shot, hitting
Colon in the shoulder. He died a few
hours later at Univ. Hospital in Newark.

Crimestoppers is offering up to
$5,000 to anyone who can provide in-
formation leading to the arrest and in-
dictment of anyone involved with this
murder. Call (908) 654-TIPS.
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Corzine to Discuss Restructuring
At UCC’s Cranford Campus
Governor Jon Corzine will hold one

of his Town Hall meetings at Union
County College, 1033 Springfield
Avenue in Cranford, on Wednesday,
January 30, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the
Roy W. Smith Theater. Anyone inter-
ested in attending the event must RSVP
by calling (609) 777-2212 or by e-
mail to Union.rsvp@gov.state.nj.us.

Lesniak Wants Rt. 440
Tolls Dropped From Plan

State Senator Ray Lesniak (LD-20,
Union) has said he will not sponsor
Governor Jon Corzine’s financial-re-
structuring and debt-reduction pro-
gram unless the Governor pulls his
proposal to place tolls on Route 440.

Route 440 connects the New Jersey
Turnpike to the Garden State Parkway
and provides access to Staten Island.

Gilfillan to Serve as Comm.
Director for NJ Clinton Campaign

The Hillary Clinton for President
Campaign has announced that Brendan
Gilfillan will serve as communica-
tions director for its New Jersey cam-
paign, according to an e-mail from the
campaign. He had served as a spokes-
man for Governor Jon Corzine before
leaving the job in November.

Conn. Seeks to Sell Bonds
For Teacher Pensions

Connecticut Governor Jodi Rell last
week announced that the state’s bond
commission is expected to approve
on Friday, January 25, the sale of $2
billion in pension-obligation bonds
to help close a $6.9-billion, long-
term liability in the state teachers’
pension fund.

The legislation, signed by Gover-
nor Rell, also requires the state to
fund the Teachers’ Retirement Fund
at 100 percent of the actuarially rec-
ommended contribution each year
over the life of the bonds, according
to the Connecticut Education Asso-
ciation website.

Judge Dismisses Complaint;
Commerce Sale Proceeding

The Associated Press reported Fri-
day that a judge said he will not stop
the $8.5-billion sale of Cherry Hill-

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

based Commerce Bancorp to Toronto-
based TD Bank Financial. Two Com-
merce shareholders have sued over the
sale, which is expected to close next
month. In the suit, the shareholders
claimed Commerce’s chief negotiator
in the sale, George Norcross, had a
conflict of interest. The former Com-
merce executive is a Democratic po-
litical boss in New Jersey.

Mr. Norcross bought the
company’s insurance business after
completing the details of the Com-
merce sale transaction. The lawsuit
charged that the $121 million he
paid was only about half of the
company’s value. The judge ruled
that the complaint has no merit.

Codey May Drop Edwards
For Clinton or Obama

New Jersey State Senate President
Richard Codey said last week he was
considering switching his support to
either Hillary Clinton or Barack Obama
if John Edwards finished third or below
in the Nevada caucus on January 19,
according to politickernj.com. Mr.
Edwards received only 4 percent of the
vote and trails Hillary Cilinton (236)
and Barak Obama (148) with only 50
total delegates to date.
NJTPA Elects Zellman New Chair

Of Transportation Authority
Sussex County Freeholder Susan

Zellman has been elected as the new
chairman of the North Jersey Trans-
portation Planning Authority (NJTPA)
by the NJTPA board of trustees. She
replaces Union County Freeholder Dan
Sullivan, who served as chairman from
2006 to 2008. He is serving as vice-
chairman of the NJTPA’s Freight Ini-
tiatives Committee this year.

Inspector Gen.’s Office Charges
Nwk Workers with Stealing Gas
The Newark Inspector General’s

Office last Thursday announced
charges against five municipal work-
ers who allegedly used their city-is-
sued gasoline cards to give themselves
and their friends 17,500 gallons of free
gasoline, according to nj.com.

Another employee has been
charged with stealing a breast-can-
cer-donation can from his Division of
Traffic and Signals office, while a
temporary worker allegedly forged
co-workers’ signatures on small loans.

Ex-Assistant Prosecutor
To Face Drug Charges

Former Union County assistant
prosecutor Jason Matey, 28, is due in
State Superior Court in Elizabeth on
Thursday, January 31,on cocaine-
possession and possession-of-drug-
paraphernalia charges, according to
The Star-Ledger. Mr. Matey’s attor-
ney, Casey Woodruff, told The Led-
ger the complaint was filed following
a motor-vehicle stop.

SECURING FEDERAL FUNDS… U.S. Senator Robert Menendez, left, an-
nounces the delivery of up to $88 million in federal funding for Liberty Corridor
projects during a news conference at the Jersey Gardens outlet mall in Elizabeth
on January 15 as Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage, center, and Union County
Manager George Devanney look on. The Liberty Corridor projects include the
Tremley Point access connector road in Linden and the North Avenue Corridor
Improvement Project in Elizabeth.

Corzine Signs Gang-
Criminality Legislation

TRENTON — Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) has
joined with Assembly Majority
Leader Bonnie Watson Coleman (LD-
15, Camden) to pass a gang-criminal-
ity bill, Assembly Bill 4582.

The legislation was unanimously
passed by both the Assembly and Sen-
ate on January 7 and received Gover-
nor Jon Corzine’s signature on Janu-
ary 13. This bipartisan effort creates
the offense of “gang criminality and
promoting organized street crime.” A
person would be found guilty of this
offense if he or she commits or at-
tempts to commit a crime as part of
street-gang activity. This new law in-
creases penalties imposed on gang
members during sentencing.

County Garners $400,000
Emergency Response Grant
ELIZABETH – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders an-
nounced last week the receipt of a
$275,000 federal homeland-security
grant that will be used to purchase a
new state-of-the-art mobile labora-
tory for identifying hazardous sub-
stances. Another federal homeland
security grant of $123,900 will pro-
vide first responders in Union County
with regional identification cards to
speed their access to emergency sites.

“Union County is home to an area
known as the most dangerous two
miles in America because of its nu-
merous chemical facilities,” Free-
holder Chairman Angel Estrada said.
“With the new mobile lab and uni-
form credentialing, our first respond-
ers can move more quickly to contain
emergencies and protect the public.”

The new Hazardous Materials Iden-
tification Mobile Laboratory is a 25-
foot vehicle that will provide an en-
closed, secure space for testing and
identifying unknown substances. It is
equipped to evaluate chemical, bio-
logical, radiological, nuclear and ex-
plosive material, as well as potential
weapons of mass destruction.

“In a Hazmat emergency, the clock
is ticking, and the mobile lab will save
valuable time,” Mr. Estrada said. “Our
responders can get to work immedi-
ately instead of having to unpack and
set up the necessary equipment.”

The new Countywide Responder
Identification Card Program will also
enhance emergency response by en-
abling properly credentialed first re-
sponders to enter the secured site of
an emergency without delay.

Union County will provide the new
identification cards to county first

responders and to police, fire, Hazmat,
EMS and public-health officers in all
21 municipalities.

The federal Urban Areas Security
Initiative (UASI) allocated both of the
grants to Union County. Currently, 47
regions are designated for UASI funds.

Overlook, County to Sign
$100,000 MusicFest Pact

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Union County
Manager George Devanney an-
nounced last Thursday that the county
plans to enter into a three-year,
$100,000 agreement with Overlook
Hospital to co-sponsor the county’s
annual MusicFest event.

The Overlook revenue-sharing
agreement breaks down to $33,000
for MusicFest events in 2008, 2009
and 2010. The board of Chosen Free-
holders is expected to vote on the
agreement at tonight’s meeting.

Mr. Devanney told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that Overlook would
also sponsor this year’s Kids King-
dom Traveling Jubilee concerts at an
additional $20,000.

“We are interested in increasing
our revenue (from MusicFest), and
this is a big first step,” Mr. Devanney
said.

Last year, Overlook sponsored the
main stage for MusicFest, which in-
cluded such acts as Chuck Berry,
Fountains of Wayne and Live. The
county manager said, “given the suc-
cess of last year,” Overlook wanted to
have a “larger role” in this year’s
event, scheduled for Friday and Sat-
urday, September 5 and 6, at
Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

In other business, Union County
Undersheriff Joe Cryan came before
the board to request approval for this
year’s Sheriff’s Labor Assistance Pro-
gram (SLAP). Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Clark, Roselle and Roselle
Park are among the towns participat-
ing in the program. Mr. Cryan said
the county would receive $216,791
from fees collected for the program.

Towns receive general maintenance
work such as roadside or park cleanup
in return for paying daily salary for
the sheriff’s officer assigned to
S.L.A.P. inmates. According to the
sheriff’s website, the program, initi-
ated in 1993, involves “non-violent
offenders.” Inmates pay a $20 admin-
istrative fee to participate in the pro-
gram.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon of
Union asked how participating towns
are chosen. Mr. Cryan replied that the
sheriff’s department chooses the
towns.

“We don’t have enough prisoner
flow” to expand the program at this
time, he said. “We have a waiting list
[of towns], including Union.”

Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi requested approval from the
freeholders for her office to enter into
a $37,500 contract with High Plains
Technology of Fargo, N.D., to con-
vert the county’s Image Integration
System programs to the Real Vision
Inc. imaging system. She said High
Plains “is the only vendor” qualified
to convert the images.

She also has asked the board to

approve a $39,830 contract with
Wisolmerski Associates, Inc. of Pem-
broke Pines, Fla., for computer-sup-
port services to upgrade recording
and indexing systems in the county
clerk’s office.

The board was also presented with
a resolution request approving the
county surrogate office’s five-year
plan utilizing the Surrogate’s Trust
Fund.

Deputy Surrogate Jo Ann Schwab
told the board the plan includes con-
verting data and records management
to computer images. She said more
than 200,000 images of records have
been converted dating back to 1992.
She said the last 10 years of data will
be available on-line. Ms. Schwab also
said the money would be used to pay
for the renovation of the surrogate’s
records room.

The board will also vote tonight on
a resolution to enter into a $4.5-mil-
lion agreement with the state’s De-
partment of Transportation for the
county’s capital transportation pro-
gram.

Joseph Graziano, director of engi-
neering and public works, said the
projects would encompass resurfac-
ing projects, traffic signals and im-
provements to bridges and culverts.

Other resolutions on tonight’s agenda
include the county’s consent to new
traffic signals at Midway and Martine
Avenues, La Grande and Martine Av-
enues, Watson Road and Martine Av-
enue and North and Martine Avenues,
all in Fanwood, as well the traffic sig-
nalization at East Broad Street, Central
and Mountain Avenues in Westfield.

Mr. Graziano said a new state law
requires ordinances for all traffic sig-
nals and county consent when county
roads are involved.

The freeholders will also vote on a
resolution supporting Westfield’s re-
quest for $174,706 Federal Local
Safety Program grant for safety up-
grades at the intersection of East
Broad and Elm Streets.

Deloitte Financial Buys
Barasso Consulting

WESTFIELD – Deloitte Financial
Advisory Services LLP (Deloitte
FAS) has acquired Barrasso Consult-
ing LLC, a firm specializing in plan-
ning and executing litigation-discov-
ery programs.

Based in Westfield, Barrasso Con-
sulting was founded in 1989 by Diane
Barrasso. The firm specializes in
electronic and hard-copy data col-
lection and document review, which
allows companies to organize files
and respond more quickly and effi-
ciently in the event of litigation.

As part of the transaction,
Barrasso Consulting will be fully
integrated within Deloitte FAS’
Forensic and Dispute Services prac-
tice as a new service line, called
Document Review Services. Ap-
proximately 80 Barrasso Consult-
ing professionals will form the foun-
dation of this new service line, in-
cluding Ms. Barrasso.

 Ms. Barrasso has 19 years of liti-
gation process management experi-
ence. She earned her bachelor’s and
master’s degrees from Lehigh Uni-
versity and a doctorate degree from
the Waksman Institute of Rutgers Uni-
versity and the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey
(UMDNJ.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Lowney to Be Installed
As Grand Marshal

COUNTY — Jim Lowney, Sr. will
be installed as the Grand Marshal of
the 2008 Union County St. Patrick’s
Day Parade during an Investiture Mass
at St. Genevieve Church in Elizabeth
on Saturday, February 9 at 2 p.m.

All are invited to attend the Inves-
titure Mass. A reception for the Grand
Marshal will follow at 4 p.m. at the
Blackthorn Restaurant and Irish Pub,
located at 652 North Michigan Av-
enue in Kenilworth.

Admission to the reception is $25 per
person and includes draught beer, wine,
soda and food. Live Irish entertainment
will be provided by Ian Gallagher.

For more information or tickets for
the reception, contact Jim Lowney,
Jr. at (848) 448-6885 or
jimlowneyphoto@yahoo.com.

Jim Lowney, Sr., a columnist for
Irish-American newspapers, will lead
the 12th Annual Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade at 1 p.m. on
Saturday, March 15, on Morris Av-
enue in Union.

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets 

BANCROFT

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.

SAPPHIRE*

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

CRYSTAL

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

JADE

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG. SALE
$300 $149
$420 $229

SUGG. SALE
$410 $219
$550 $299
$1260 $699
$1940 $1049

SUGG. SALE
$550 $299
$700 $389
$1620 $899
$2420 $1349

SUGG. SALE

$750 $409
$890 $499
$2020 $1099
$2990 $1649

Valley Furniture Shop   
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623 
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • SUNDAY 1-5

Comfort, comfort.
and a free comforter!

SAVE 35-50%
on Shifman Handcrafted Mattresses*

A N D  R E C E I V E  A  F R E E  D OW N  C O M F O RT E R *

Indulge yourself in the handmade
luxury of a Shifman mattress. A 
mattress so comfortable you can
hardly wait to climb into bed at
night. A mattress that leaves you
refreshed and invigorated. 
it’s always a great value. Come in
now to enjoy real savings and 
a free down comforter.

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

SAVOY*

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET

KING SET

SUGG. SALE

$1100 $599
$1330 $739
$2900 $1599
$4170 $2299
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AWARD RECIPIENTS…Rahway River Association Director Dennis Miranda,
left, presents an award to Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski;
Rahway Mayor James Kennedy, second from right, presents an award to James
Lynch, center, of the Union County Division of Engineering, during the Rahway
River Watershed conference at Schering-Plough in Kenilworth. They are joined
by Union County Engineer Tim Mettlen, right.

Kowalski Receives Rahway
River Watershed Award

KENILWORTH — The first
Martine Donofrio Champion of the
Rahway River Watershed Award, cre-
ated as a memorial to one of the area’s
active environmentalists, was pre-
sented January 12 during a State of
the Rahway River Conference at
Schering Plough Corporation head-
quarters in Kenilworth.

Union County Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski received the award
“for her outstanding leadership and
strong commitment to conservation
issues,” said Dennis Miranda, execu-
tive director of the Rahway River
Association, sponsor of the daylong
conference.

Ms. Kowalski, freeholder chairman
last year, has supported policies that
protect natural resources, increase
open space and improve life through-
out the watershed, which encom-
passes much of Union County and
parts of Essex and Middlesex coun-
ties, Mr. Miranda said.

He cited the county’s acquisi-
tion of the four-acre Schwarz farm
and 10 forested acres formerly
owned by St. Agnes Roman Catho-
lic Church in Clark as examples. In
addition, he said the 150-acre Clark
Nature Preserve was transferred to
the county.

Ms. Kowalski has supported envi-
ronmental education programs such
as the Bioblitzes held the past three
years at Lenape Park, Ash Brook
Swamp Reservation and Watchung
Reservation, all county parks, under
the sponsorship of the RRA and the
county’s Department of Parks, Rec-
reation and Facilities  and spoke out
in favor of the Green Acres bond
issue last year, Mr. Miranda said.

“Bette Jane Kowalski is that rare
elected leader who believes that en-
suring a high quality of life for her
constituents is inextricably tied to a
rich natural environment that is pro-
tected and managed for the benefit of

all,” Mr. Miranda said. “She is a posi-
tive, altruistic force, and I am privi-
leged to know her.”

The award was established as an
endowment developed jointly by the
Morris Land Conservancy and the
RRA to honor Martine Donofrio, who
died in April 2007.

A former chairwoman of the
Millburn Environmental Commis-
sion, Ms. Donofrio was “an ardent
environmentalist,” Mr. Miranda said.
She was one of the co-founders of
“Celebrate the Rahway River,” an
RRA outreach program that sponsors
nature walks, lectures and other events
throughout the year.

She also headed a Millburn task
force that decided to reduce the deer
herd to improve biodiversity in the
South Mountain Reservation.

Additional information is available
by calling (570) 228-1404 or visiting
rahwayriver.org.

TRENTON — Governor Jon
Corzine, last week, signed into law
three bills introduced in the last legis-
lative session by Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. (LD-21, Westfield). The varied
pieces of legislation reflect the
senator’s legislative priorities, includ-
ing healthcare and business reten-
tion.

As a member of the Senate Health,
Human Services and Senior Citi-
zens Committee, Senator Kean said
he has seen first-hand the abuse that
patients with developmental disabili-
ties have experienced in facilities,
particularly those outside of New
Jersey.

He said the newly enacted “Billy’s
Law” is part of a national movement
and that New Jersey’s law follows
the recent enactment of identical leg-
islation in the State of New York.
The bill requires the state to inspect
out-of-state schools and residential
facilities before allowing a disabled
person from New Jersey to attend
them. The law also creates a Council
on Out-of-State Placement of Chil-
dren, responsible for developing
guidelines for acceptable standards.
The council also would maintain a
list of schools and centers that meet
the guidelines.

“We must do all we can to protect
our most vulnerable citizens, who
are often helpless when neglected
and abused,” Mr. Kean said. “The
horrific accounts of abuse are a call
to action.”

The second piece of legislation
signed into law is a follow-up to a
previous law sponsored by Mr. Kean,
which created a New Jersey Disease
Management Study Commission. The
newly enacted statute requires the
study commission to consider the im-
pact that disease-management pro-
grams can have on health care sub-
sidy programs for New Jersey’s unin-
sured, such as NJ FamilyCare and
Medicaid.

Mr. Kean said some 78 percent of
health-care costs in the United States
are directly related to the treatment of
chronic disease. “Better management
of chronic diseases not only produces
better outcomes for patients but, with
a statewide focus on it, improved
efficiencies for NJ FamilyCare and
Medicaid.”

The final enactment is aimed at
stemming the tide of businesses mov-
ing jobs to less-expensive states by
making business retention a priority.

21st District News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield

Governor Signs Three
Kean Bills into Law

The bill would reduce, from 250 to 50,
the number of employees needed for a
business to qualify for the state’s Busi-
ness Retention and Relocation Assis-
tance Grant (BRRAG.) Under BRRAG,
New Jersey companies are eligible to
receive a state sales-tax exemption on
the purchase of equipment and other
expenses associated with a move that
results in the consolidation/relocation
of jobs in New Jersey. Most New Jersey
businesses employ less than 100 people,
Mr. Kean said.

“New Jersey’s business climate is a
disaster,” Mr. Kean said. “The past
six years of anti-business policies have
taken a terrible toll on our state’s
economy, shrinking our tax base and
forcing businesses to relocate. Those
policies have hurt small-business
owners, whose companies create the
lion’s share of new high-wage jobs.
We need to continue to create incen-
tives that encourage businesses to stay
in New Jersey.”

Countywide Recycling
To Be Held on Saturdays

COUNTY – Countywide House-
hold Hazardous Waste Collection
Days will be held from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. on the following Saturdays:

March 29, at Union County Col-
lege on Springfield Avenue in
Cranford.

May 17, at Lucent Technologies on
600 Mountain Avenue in New Provi-
dence.

August 9, at Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools on 1775
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

October 18, at Union County Col-
lege on Springfield Avenue in
Cranford.

Countywide Computer and Elec-
tronics Recycling Days will be held
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the following
dates:

April 12, at Lucent Technologies
on 600 Mountain Avenue in New
Providence.

June 7, at Union County College
on Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

September 27, at Lucent Technolo-
gies on 600 Mountain Avenue in New
Providence.

November 1, at Schering Plough
on Galloping Hill Road in Kenilworth.

For more information, contact the
Union County Bureau of Environ-
mental Services Hotline at (908) 654-
9889 or see unioncountynj.org/re-
cycle.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

SUPER BOWL
SPECIAL

homemade turkey chili

sirloin chili

sausage and peppers

baked ziti

stuffed cabbage

. . . and much more

Visit us during Catholic Schools Week! 
A Special Open House Event

Tuesday, January 29 from 9-11:30 a.m.

Presentations • Classroom Observation •Music • Tours • and more!   
Call 908-322-4265 to reserve your space. 

ST.BARTHOLOMEW
ACADEMY
STRIVE • BUILD  • ACHIEVE

Pre-K through Grade 8  

2032 Westfield Avenue • Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 •www.stbacademy.org

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MUTUAL CONGRATULATIONS…Michael Brinker receives congratulations
from Rosalie Berger on his appointment as executive director of Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority following Thursday night’s meeting. Mr. Brinker congratu-
lated Ms. Berger on her retirement from the RVSA’s board of commissioners.

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) board
of commissioners last Thursday ap-
proved the authority’s $25-million
operating budget for 2008 by a 6-4
margin. The commissioners also ap-
pointed Michael Brinker as the per-
manent executive director and an-
nounced the retirement of
Springfield’s commissioner, Rosalie
Berger.

Clark, Cranford, Rahway, and
Woodbridge voted against adoption
of the spending plan. Kenilworth’s
commissioner, former mayor Gregg
David, was not present.

The budget, as approved, represents
a 4.9-percent increase over the 2007
budget, officials said. Commissioners
who voted against the budget expressed
their views that the budget should have
been reduced by 0.9 per cent (about
$135,000) to support the requirement
limiting the 11 member towns to no
more than a 4-percent increase in taxes
without a state waiver.

While the operating budget is $25
million, an accumulated surplus of
about $6 million is being used to re-
duce municipal assessments to $19
million, officials said.

Commissioners have said Rahway
has chosen to create a sewer utility,
which would remove the costs of
processing sewerage from residents’
tax bills by charging residents di-
rectly for this service. In addition to
residents and businesses, tax-exempt
non-profits, such as houses of wor-
ship, would now be billed for sewer-
age costs.  Other municipalities, in-

cluding Clark, are considering simi-
lar actions. Rahway officials have
said the move is intended to keep the
city’s tax levy increase at 4 percent or
below under a new state mandate.

In other business, the RVSA ap-
pointed Mr. Brinker as executive direc-
tor. He had served as interim executive
director since March 2006 and joined
the authority in 2002 as chief engineer.
Prior to that, he worked for Paulus,
Sokolowski and Sartor, a Warren-based
architectural firm, and for the Joint
Meeting of Essex and Union Counties.

Ms. Berger had served as
Springfield’s commissioner for 22
years. After initially serving for 12
years, she took a five-year hiatus be-
fore returning for 10 more years.

Ms. Berger spent her career work-
ing at Clara Maas Memorial Hospital
in Belleville. A retirement dinner is
planned in her honor during February.

During his report, Brian Hak, legal
counsel for the authority, reported
that a title search of the property on
which Garwood had constructed its
Department of Public Works garage
properly showed an RVSA easement.

He said he would draft an agree-
ment with the borough in order to
protect the authority against damage
and guarantee access, if required. He
said the alternative would force the
borough to move the garage, which
has stood at that location for years.

RVSA’s legal committee is review-
ing municipality rules for video re-
cording meetings, with the intent to
establish a firm policy. Officials are
said to prefer a single-location, no-
lights policy. Photography would
likely remain unrestricted.

Rajoppi Reminds Public
About Registration

ELIZABETH – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi urged registered vot-
ers to apply for Presidential Primary
absentee ballots if they want to vote
off-site due to the unpredictability of
the weather on Presidential Primary
Day, Tuesday, February 5.

 “I am urging any voter who may not
be able to go to the polls in inclement
weather to vote absentee this year so
they do not miss an opportunity to cast
their vote in this historic election,”
Ms. Rajoppi said.

Applications for absentee ballots are
available at all municipal buildings in
Union County and at public libraries by
calling  (908) 527-4360 or viewing
ucnj.org/ctyclerk/election.html.

Absentee-ballot applications
need to be postmarked by Tuesday,
January 29, in order to be pro-
cessed.

RVSA Adopts $25-Mil.
Budget; Berger Retires
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Residents Need to Attend Meeting
And Voice Opposition to Tower

Didn’t It Dawn on Township Officials
That Mural Violated Zoning Laws?

Glover: Ask for the Proposed Budget
To be Posted on Township Website

Thank You, Newspaper
Staff and Readership
The past two years, I have had the

privilege and pleasure of serving our com-
munities through The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
It has been extremely rewarding to have a
role in providing our towns with news,
entertainment pieces and new
goleader.com features.

I accept a position as communications
and external-affairs manager for the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra with excite-
ment, as music and the promotion and
discussion of it are my great passions. I
leave The Leader/Times with wonderful
journalistic experience and a much deeper
understanding of Westfield and our sur-
rounding communities.

I have acquired new skill sets here,
thanks to our publisher, Horace Corbin,
and his eagerness to help me explore new
facets of journalistic media, in particular
the Internet and video-journalism. I have
developed a keen interest in local politics,
a subject I never before knew was so
important. And as I begin a new job, I
have the fondest memories of this one.

I will continue to be an avid Leader/
Times reader, and I hope to pen the occa-
sional “Vic’s Picks” to keep in touch with
you (and my CD collection.).

Thank you to both the newspaper staff
and our readership for the extraordinary
opportunity to serve you.

Victoria McCabe
Westfield

Samuel Accuses Marks of Opting
To Use his ‘Old Trick of Smear’

Reader Accuses Johnson of ‘Ignorant
Treatment of Catholic Schools’ in Den

There will be a Cranford zoning-board
meeting on January 28 at 8:15 p.m. on the
status of the proposed 130-foot cell tower
located at the Cranford Swim Club prop-
erty on the Cranford/Westfield border.

Briefly, the reasons this tower is totally
inappropriate here are stated here forth. 1,
Too many important zoning laws ignored
and too many serious variances required
to build it here. 2, Tower would be located
in an all-residential area and will set a
precedent for more such towers to be
erected in residential zones, thereby de-
stroying neighborhoods.

3, Property values would be severely
reduced and owners would have diffi-
culty selling homes near such a site. 4,
The tower would have a diesel generator
and 225-gallon fuel tank. 5, Unknown
health and safety issues. 6, The cell tower
and antennas would stand approximately
60 feet above the three tops with four to
five levels of antennas. Operation of such
a tower would be 24 hours daily, seven

days a week.
7, The tower will denigrate atmosphere

of area and adjacent Lenape Park used by
residents from many nearby towns and
have an adverse effect on the Rahway
River Parkway Historic District.

The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders adamantly opposes the con-
struction of this cell phone tower at the
Cranford Swim Club site. Natural areas
of placid parkland should be preserved
for use now and for the future.

It is evident that other areas will be
subject to cell towers put in residential
areas so let us stop this proposal now and
let the elected officials of our towns, of
Cranford and Westfield, know this is un-
acceptable. Please attend the January 28
meeting in Cranford of the zoning board.
Call (908) 709-7216 for confirmation of
the meeting.

Jenny Schuvart
Westfield

Personally, I find the mural on the side
of Mezzorgiorno’s a nice addition to the
streetscape of our downtown area. The
part that I find fascinating is that it was
allowed to be painted over a period of
time without the appropriate permits.
Fortunately, the planning board had the
good sense to grant the variance.

The mural faces the side of the munici-
pal building adjacent to the parking lot.
Township officials and the same plan-
ning-board members who held a hearing
to consider the appropriateness of the
mural with respect to the zoning laws had
to have watched the progress of its comple-
tion.

Didn’t it dawn on anyone in town hall
that it was against the zoning laws?

Wouldn’t it have saved the proprietor
money and aggravation if township offi-
cials thought to act upon it while it was
being painted more than a year ago?

Would our police department watch a
crime being committed and wait until it is
over before stopping it? Would the fire
department wait for our homes to burn
down before turning on a hose? Of course
not.

How can we expect our public officials
to concern themselves about serious vio-
lations in our neighborhoods when they
can’t see a violation next to where they
park their cars five days a week?

Louis Beckerman
Scotch Plains

I am writing concerning troubling
things I read in an article written by Bruce
Johnson last week (“Devil’s Den”). First,
I applaud him on his great spirit and for
knowledge of Westfield High School ath-
letics. However, I am offended by his
ignorant treatment of Catholic schools.

I have lived in Westfield for 16 years
and am in the midst of my 13th year of
Catholic-School education. I have been
reading his column for several years, and
it makes me upset when he uses phrases
like “sugar-coated BS” and “wasting their
money” with respect to Catholic and pri-
vate schools. Just as you, Mr. Johnson,
love WHS, so do I love Mount Saint Mary
Academy, where I’m in the class of 2009,
and Holy Trinity Interparochial School,
where I graduated in 2005.

I am an athlete, but that’s not why I
chose my school. It was the exemplary
education and sense of family that af-
fected my decision. There are about 30
girls on the swim team, and we are very
proud of their accomplishments. But don’t
think for a second that the other 350 girls

are not just as important to our school
community.

There is a trend in the “Devil’s Den”
columns that appears to me to be nothing
more than anti-Catholicism disguised as
sports reporting. I don’t appreciate read-
ing that in my local newspaper. This is
America, and we all have the right to seek
the education that makes sense for us.
Why don’t you praise the athletic accom-
plishments of all Westfield residents,
whatever school they attend, and stop
attacking Catholic and private schools?

Have you considered the consequences
of what you write? It is shameful and
appalling coming from one who so greatly
motivates the Westfield athletes. Treat us
with the same respect. Isn’t that what
sportsmanship is all about? It is not right
to teach children that you can speak that
way about opponents and rivals. It is not
in the spirit of sports and friendly compe-
tition.

Jeanne Fitzpatrick
Westfield

It is not ironic that at the state and
national level, political candidates seek-
ing office, both Democrat and Republi-
can alike, agree on the need for change,
advocating fiscal responsibility and tax
stability from government. Yet, still, we
have individuals who can’t embrace
change, may be fearful to let go of failed
policies or are unwilling to embrace, or
even listen to, new ideas.

Regrettably, there may be little hope to
alter the thinking of those who cannot
recognize that the world, our nation, state
and, yes, our municipality are facing many
challenges fostered by challenging glo-
bal and national economic conditions.

Today, we are witnessing a national
crisis, stemming from a collapse in the
sub-prime market that has critically sty-
mied the credit markets. To date, our
township has avoided effects of the sub-
prime-housing foreclosure fiasco on our
tax collections. Notwithstanding, the sub-
prime fallout affects us all socially and
economically. There are those under fi-
nancial pressures who could be in trouble
if this trend continues.

Recognizing this, municipal govern-
ment can play a role in helping to provide
much-needed relief to homeowners by
working responsibly to reduce municipal
property taxes through promoting and
supporting the delivery of cost-efficient,
essential services. These are hard times
for many. Accordingly, it is essential that
we embrace, as we have in the past during
difficult times, a willingness to listen
respectfully to new ideas that promote
and encourage the needs of our taxpayers.

Calling for a viable municipal budget
that takes less of a bite from a family’s
paycheck by not raising taxes this year is
such a goal. As we are preparing to begin

the 2008 budget review, I want to reiter-
ate that this should be your council’s
“number 1” objective. Challenge your
council to accomplish this. You can also
help; ask for your manager’s preliminary
budget proposal, not just his statutorily
mandated report, to be open to all for
review. Ask for it to be posted on our
township’s website. There are those in
town who are qualified to comment on the
proposed budget but only if they have the
proper backup information.

As one who spent decades working in
the financial industry, I can tell you first-
hand that I have worked and raised a
family through stock markets that had
good days and bad months but typically,
and fortunately, were followed then by
good years in the economy. Experience
has shown me that markets, housing and
stock, are cyclical. But you know that –
and for those who have experienced work-
ing through difficult times, you also know
that – it’s always darkest before the dawn
and that this crisis, too, shall pass. The
township can help, and it would be irre-
sponsible for your elected and appointed
officials not to try.

Throughout our history, when facing
challenges, Americans have persevered
by showing their ingenuity and resilience
as a people and as caring neighbors. To-
day, as it has been throughout our history,
we will move forward again, smarter and
stronger. As I shared with you in the past,
I am optimistic about our nation, state and
township future.

Real change requires action; you can
either work for it or fight against it. I
prefer the former. It’s about time.

Kevin Glover
Councilman, Scotch Plains

Once again, Mayor Martin Marks has
responded to an attempt to discuss serious
issues concerning municipal business by
launching a campaign of smear and innu-
endo.

He started at the recent township-coun-
cil organizational meeting and followed
up by having a person appointed at that
meeting to the zoning board of adjust-
ment, a quasi-judicial body, to repeat and
expand on his partisan distortions.

The theme of this year’s smear seems
to be that last year was the “ugliest year in
Scotch Plains politics” and that the reason
for this is that Councilman Glover and I
have publicly addressed issues that for-
mally were decided by the mayor and
municipal manager behind closed doors,
and we have made public facts that are
inconsistent with the mayor’s agenda.

It is understandable that Mayor Marks
and his friends truly believe that last year
was an ugly year. Last year, they were on
the receiving end of criticism – rather than
being free to say whatever they wanted,
truthful or not, without consequence.

Last year, at least Mayor Marks and
Municipal Manager Tom Atkins were
taken to court to defend their allegedly

improper behavior during the 2006 mu-
nicipal-election campaign apparently de-
signed to maintain their grip on power.

The issue before us is the municipal
portion of the 2008 Scotch Plains tax rate.
Councilman Glover, aware of the rev-
enues for 2007 and the outcome of the
dire predictions made by the remainder of
the council, the municipal manager and
Joan Papen, made a proposal that an at-
tempt be made to not increase the munici-
pal portion of the 2008 Scotch Plains tax
rate.

It appears that rather than explain why
he will again insist on raising taxes, the
mayor chooses his old trick of smear.

No matter how many paid and unpaid
political appointees the mayor and his
team enlist to support them or how many
people they don’t reappoint to commis-
sions and boards because they display
independence or how many people they
prevent from volunteering because they
criticize the mayor, we shall continue to
discuss the issues.

Dick Samuel
Chair, Scotch Plains Democratic

Committee

Following Dr. King’s Legacy,
Freedom Must Prevail

The nation celebrated Dr. Martin Luther King’s
birthday on Monday. He was a great American,
using peaceful, civil demonstrations to achieve rights
so justly deserved for the previously downtrodden
black members of this nation. Dr. King fought so
well, with such good heart, and prevailed by using
the freedom granted to all citizens by the Constitu-
tion of the United States.

Some say his work is not done, and we have many
more lessons to be learned. Perhaps so, as more
progress in human and citizens’ rights is needed.
Also needed, while remembering Dr. King, are aware-
ness and action to prevent backsliding of freedoms –
whether it involves racial equality or citizens’ rights
in general. Unpopular, he stood for right over wrong.

We’re concerned that government is reneging on
the pledges to, and memory of, Dr. Martin Luther
King as rights are eroding. Government power is
growing unfettered to feed the voracious and self-
serving appetites of those in charge.

In the shadow of Dr. King’s birthday observance
this weekend, former Bogota mayor Steve Lonegan
was arrested outside a town-hall meeting at Middle
Township High School in Cape May Court House
last Saturday while demonstrating with a placard in
opposition to the Governor’s “Sell the Turnpike”
proposal. The mayor was not acting in a disorderly
or threatening manner, just expressing his views and
protesting as provided for by law and the U.S.
Constitution.

Equally telling of the times, the mayor was ar-
rested for demonstrating on so-called “private prop-
erty,” said the school-board member who ordered
the arrest. The town-hall meeting was being held in

the public school. We believe the school is public
property – at least that is what each of us is told as we
are presented with the bill to pay for it.

Politicians and others in power have become
morphed in their views. Many of them believe that
when they win an election or become appointed to a
position, they now own the entity to plunder as they
see fit – not that they have been entrusted by the
public to serve. It has become a warlord mentality.

It is very chilling. There are many rights, checks
and balances being eroded. This stems from greed –
eminent domain as now being practiced, no-show
jobs, double-dipping, no-bid contracts, unbridled
benefits, conflicts of interest as politicians own
businesses and law firms doing government busi-
ness – all of this is on the citizens’ backs.

We believe citizens should stand up to restore their
freedom. Otherwise, confronted with tyranny, we
will doom ourselves by inaction.

Union County residents will have an opportunity
to express their views to the Governor at a town-hall
meeting at Union County College in Cranford on
Wednesday, January 30, from 7 to 9 p.m. We urge
New Jersey residents to attend and speak up. Sign up
to attend at state.nj.us/townhallmeetings.

We remind our readers of a famous quote by
Martin Niemoeller: “First they came for the Com-
munists, but I was not a Communist so I did not
speak out. Then they came for the Socialists and the
Trade Unionists, but I was not one of them so I did
not speak out. Then they came for the Jews, but I
was not Jewish so I did not speak out. And when
they came for me, there was no one left to speak out
for me.”

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Trutinate – To weigh or consider
2. Deictic – Pointing out or proving

directly
3. Truculence – Savageness of man-

ner; fierceness
4. Dehors – In law, outside of or for-

eign to

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TORPESCENCE
1. A state of insensibility; numbness
2. Small number; insufficiency
3. A feeling of discomfort, especially

in the bowels
4. Capability or liability to be torn apart

or disunited
HOMILIST

1. A lap cloth worn by a bishop when he
sits during the celebration of Mass

2. In Latin, a lawgiver
3. A sermonizer; preacher
4. A recorder or registrar

IMPARL
1. To stretch or distort
2. To hold mutual discourse
3. To beat with a stick or club
4. To scatter; disperse

PHILOGYNIST
1. A person fond of or living by hunting
2. A stamp collector
3. A self-absorbed, self-loving person
4. A person who loves women

Shifting Sewer Fees from Property
Taxes Raises Many Questions

As part of his effort to control property-tax in-
creases in New Jersey, Governor Jon Corzine has
mandated that all taxing agencies – municipalities,
school boards and counties – keep tax increases at or
below 4 percent starting this year. We commend the
Governor for this. However, political maneuvering
is underway to work around the mandate. One of
these is to move sewer charges from the property-tax
bill and make it a utility charge to the residents. In
doing so, the property-tax bill is surreptitiously
offset, but the resident no longer gets the federal
income-tax benefit.

An example of this is the City of Rahway forming
a separate utility to collect sewerage fees directly
from its residents. These fees are currently paid by
the city directly to the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA) and are included in services sup-
ported by residents’ tax bills. Garwood and Clark are
making similar changes.

The RVSA is in the midst of a $250-million court-
mandated upgrade that is driving up sewerage costs
for its 11 member towns – Westfield, Mountainside,
Scotch Plains, Springfield, Kenilworth, Roselle Park,
Cranford, Garwood, Clark, Rahway and Woodbridge.

Under a user-fee system, non-profits, such as
houses of worship, Children’s’ Specialized Hospital
and YMCAs – which are tax-exempt – would now be

billed for sewerage services. Additionally, busi-
nesses could be more specifically assessed based on
usage. Perhaps there are some good elements to this.

Rahway Mayor James Kennedy said in his annual
address that under the “more equitable” user-fee
system, the average Rahway homeowner would pay
$245 annually instead of $441 currently.

Is Rahway just shifting the accounting to avoid the
Governor’s property-tax-limit mandate? The burden
of paying for sewerage service still rests with
homeowners and businesses. What are the next
services to be shifted off the property-tax books –
Police, fire, public works, county services and edu-
cation? Is this what Governor Corzine envisioned
when he enacted the 4-percent cap?

While we favor any system that is more equitable,
we are concerned. Will towns actually cut their
spending by the amount they were paying RVSA or
simply shift those dollars to other tax-funded pro-
grams? Rahway intends to have United Water, which
has privatized the city’s water services, bill residents
for the sewerage costs. Does this open the door to
politically connected abuses? Will Westfield,
Mountainside and Cranford be next?

We encourage more dialogue on this to ensure that
the Governor’s mandate to limit taxes is upheld and
not “out maneuvered.”

Vehicles Must Stop
Rather Than Yield

I appreciate the letter of Mr. Falcone
(January 17 letter to the editor) and his
concern for pedestrian safety. My first
bill that ever passed the Assembly was
my pedestrian-safety initiative that would
require motorists to stop rather than yield
to pedestrians. I worked on this legisla-
tion on a bi-partisan basis with Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender. Unfortunately,
the bill has not yet passed the State Sen-
ate.

It is extremely important that vehicles
stop rather than yield because the “yield
concept” is somewhat vague depending
on the location of the pedestrian.

If motorists are required to stop when a
pedestrian enters the crosswalk, I submit
that they will more carefully look for
pedestrians.

Motorists need to be vigilant and show
civility to pedestrians. I am aware that
certain pedestrians fail to cross at the
designated locations, and enforcement in
this area is also important. We should not
need further injuries and deaths to en-
courage people to slow down and to be
extremely careful when operating a mo-
tor vehicle or crossing the street.

Thank you, Mr. Falcone, for asking my
views on this very important issue.

Jon Bramnick,
Assemblyman LD-21, Westfield

SP Reader: ‘Martin
Marks is a Spender’

In response to Mary DePaola’s letter to
the editor, Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
of January 17, 2008, regarding Council-
man Kevin Glover’s promises for prop-
erty-tax freezes, I say, “Yes, Ms. DePaola,
you are absolutely right!” It will take a
miracle to deliver tax relief after Mayor
Martin Marks and his Republican
council’s spending spree in 2007.

Lets see: $4 million for the town-hall
renovations, $4 million for the senior
center and $2 million for the turf-fields.
That’s a total of $10 million — almost all
borrowed and all this with a recession
looming.

“Martin Marks is a Spender” — Sounds
like a good campaign slogan for 2008,
don’t you think?

As far as all the ugliness goes, I can
personally testify, after attending many
town meetings, that I was appalled at the
treatment that Mr. Glover was receiving
from Mr. Marks and Ms. Malool, which
included shouting and throwing notepads
across the table. Yes, Scotch Plains, these
things did occur in your town hall.

I give credit to Mr. Glover for not
losing his cool but defending his posi-
tions calmly and logically.

Chris Thompson
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor
More letters on page 18
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Resident Says Soccer Assoc. Should
Pitch in a Fraction of the Costs

Ms. DePaola’s letter of January 17
attempts to blame Councilman Glover as
the source of ugly behavior in town-coun-
cil deliberations. However, the angry, vit-
riolic tone of her letter should leave no
doubt that the true origin of this perni-
cious negativity rests with the Republi-
cans in the township.

Indeed, the October 13 township-coun-
cil debate on the south-side soccer-field
funding serves as a perfect example. Coun-
cilman Glover calmly and logically made
the case for funding the field in a tax-
sparing manner.

In response, Mayor Martin Marks nas-
tily chastised Councilman Glover for dar-
ing to blemish a desired unanimous vote
on the south-side soccer-field funding.
Last time I checked, the township council
was not the Politburo. Dissenting opin-
ions should be respectfully tolerated.

Ms. DePaola hopes that Councilman
Glover’s position on the south-side field
will be remembered. On this point, I agree;
however, let’s recall his position fairly
and accurately.

Councilman Glover supported the turf
field but could not support an irrespon-
sible borrow-and-spend approach to fund-
ing that effectively represents a deferred
tax increase.

As such, he explained that he could not
vote against the field but also would not
endorse a funding strategy that maxi-
mizes town debt, and he therefore ab-
stained. See the debate for yourself at
s c o t c h p l a i n s n j . c o m / c m -
video102307.html.

So, councilman Glover is labeled by
township Republicans as “reckless” for
suggesting more fiscally conservative and
responsible methods of funding township
projects.

Does anyone else see the irony of Re-
publicans attacking a Democrat for at-
tempting (successfully in 2007 I might
add) to hold taxes in check? Even more
ironic, Mayor Marks campaigned in the
late 1990s on a platform of keeping taxes
low and is now campaigning for Con-
gress, nominally on a platform of respon-
sible fiscal and tax policy.

Yet in Scotch Plains, he has been the
chief architect and proponent of a mas-
sive borrow-and-spend campaign that will
increase Scotch Plains taxes for many
years to come.

In round numbers – $4 million to ad-
dress years of neglected town-hall main-
tenance, $2 million more in bond debt for
the south-side turf field, and now he’s
proposing more than $4 million for a new
recreation center, all funded by floating
bonds that will trigger future tax increases
as sure as night turns to day.

I propose that the future taxes required
to pay off Mayor Marks’ debt should be
appropriately dubbed the “Martin Marks
Memorial Town Tax.”

For a long time, I wondered why a man
who professes to be a true conservative
was fostering such an irresponsible bor-

row-and-spend campaign? Then he an-
nounced his candidacy for Congress.
Martin Marks conveniently plans to get
out of Dodge before the Martin Marks
Memorial Tax takes effect.

Was all of this spending necessary?
We don’t have to look far for more cre-
ative financing arrangements for athletic
facilities. It seems nearby Westfield was
able to renovate and turf Houlihan Field
without any impact on their town budget.

According to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times (May 19, 2005), “Recre-
ation department officials are seeking
funding through Union County govern-
ment grants as well through donations
through the various sports associations in
town to pay for the project.”

Did anyone in Scotch Plains govern-
ment seek grant funding for our project?
Westfield also supports the concept of
user fees. In a letter to The Times editor
(September 29, 2005), Westfield Recre-
ation Commission Chairman Jim Marvin
said, “user fees make all the sense in the
world. Sure, tax dollars go to support
parks and recreation, and all our facilities
are open to the public, but we have de-
mands from many private field-user or-
ganizations that need more than the cur-
rent tax dollar can provide.

“Those who use our fields have told us
that they want improvements and are will-
ing to pay for them.”

What a concept. User fees would also
address the issue that a soccer field funded
solely by Scotch Plains taxes represents a
free subsidy for Fanwood, since a sub-
stantial fraction of the soccer players in
the league reside in Fanwood.

However, in stark contrast to Westfield,
Scotch Plains is funding the south-side
turf field entirely by floating a bond with
a minimum commitment of funds to se-
cure the bond, thus maximizing township
debt.

Meanwhile, the Scotch Plains Soccer
Association, the primary benefactor of
the field, has not yet committed one penny
to the project.

As of July 2006, the SP Soccer Asso-
ciation tax return reported $24,276 ex-
cess funds for that year and a total of
$121,973 in net assets. In that year alone,
it spent another $126,182 in trainer fees.
Clearly, the soccer association can afford
to pitch in a substantial fraction of the
costs of the south-side field, which they
will control, and benefit from.

Where is the due diligence we deserve
from our town planners in Scotch Plains?

John Thompson
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

Captain Charles “Chip” C. Swicker,
USN, a Westfield native, has been as-
signed to the Global Operations Director-
ate of the Joint Staff of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. He assumed this position after serv-
ing two years as commanding officer of
the USS Vicksburg, much of which was
in the Persian Gulf region. He is stationed
at the Pentagon.

Last summer, the captain hosted his
mother, Annesley Swicker, a retired
Westfield teacher, and me for four days
and three nights on a “Tiger Cruise.” The
Vicksburg was moving from Yorktown,
Va. to Jacksonville, Fla. When warships
are moved under non-combat situations,
crewmembers may be on leave, which
opens up bunks and space for family and
friends of other crewmembers.

Several dozen family and friends of
Vicksburg sailors were on board and were
treated to a steel beach party, a simulated
raiding party on another vessel and a
nighttime gun shoot.

Around 10 p.m., in total darkness ex-
cept for a full moon, the Executive Of-
ficer fired a flare out to the side several
hundred yards. Immediately, every gun
on that side opened up, firing tracer am-
munition. The weapons included radar
controlled and manually controlled multi-
barrel weapons, the modern equivalent of
Gatling guns, plus twin .50 caliber ma-
chine gun mounts at bow, stern and amid-
ships. The sight and noise was awesome.
The gun barrels glowed in the dark for
minutes thereafter. Captain Swicker read
our minds and answered the question,
‘Was this a waste of taxpayer money?’

The captain explained that he was glad
they had this opportunity to test fire the
ship’s crew-served armaments, 100 or so
miles off South Carolina, because some

Community Commentary

by Garland C. "Bud" Boothe, Jr.
Former Westfield Mayor, 1992-1996

A Profile in Service,
Captain Charles Swicker

Eliminate Tooth
Problems and Show
Your Best Smile

See us for healthy teeth and a radiant smile
with Gentle Touch Dental Care.

440 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
www.westfieldsmiles.com

Adam E. Feret, DMD

Gentle Touch Dental Care Includes:

See us for Gentle Touch Dental Care and
innovative treatments for healthy teeth and
a radiant smile.

•

•

•

•

Call Today (908) 233-9280

Non-surgical control of gum disease. Laser
treatments, bad breath remedies, oral cancer
screening, bite-guard and TMJ therapy. 

Porcelain Lumineers to enhance your smile.
Power whitening, tooth colored mercury-free
fillings, tooth colored bonding to correct
stained and discolored teeth and to repair
cracked teeth and gaps. Tooth reshaping
and recontouring. 

Caps and all types of bridges. Bridge and
denture repairs. 

Emergency care and root canal treatment.
Implant consultations, low dose digital x-rays
with up to 50% less exposure. Pediatric tooth
sealants and flouride treatments. 

CRUISING…Last summer, Captain Charles C. “Chip” Swicker, USN, left, then-
commanding officer of the USS Vicksburg, hosted his mother, Annesley Swicker
of Westfield, during the “tiger cruise” off the coast of Georgia.

Leader/Times Sets
Internship Program

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
invite area college and high-school stu-
dents with an interest in journalism and
newspaper operations to apply to the 2008
Summer Internship Program. The
longstanding program will be divided into
two types of part-time, paid internships:
staff interns and correspondent interns.

The staff intern program will accept a
limited number of students to work along-
side the office staff in a work/study envi-
ronment with hands-on assignments in-
volving operations, writing, photography,
copyediting, graphic design, layout, video,
communications and the Internet.

The correspondent intern program will
accept a limited number of students to
undertake reporting assignments, such as
covering local meetings and events for
publication.

The newspaper staff will guide the
interns on journalistic standards and ac-
countability. The staff intern program
will require greater time, while the corre-
spondent program will be more flexible.
Applicants may apply to either or both
programs. The newspaper advisory com-
mittee will complete the selection pro-
cess by early spring. Application to the
program must be done online at
goleader.com/internship before by March
8. Early registration is recommended.

deficiencies in the weapons showed up,
“...and I would rather find this out now
than in the Persian Gulf.”

Vicksburg, like other Navy ships de-
ployed in the Global War on Terrorism,
engages in inspections of merchant ves-
sels to check their crews and cargos.
Captain Swicker himself led boarding
parties earlier in his Navy career.

The vessel being checked is ordered to
stop, bring everybody on deck for count-
ing, passport and paperwork check, and
put down a ladder for boarding. Assum-
ing these and other conditions are met, a
“compliant boarding” follows. Sailors,
not Marines, armed to the teeth plus with
body armor and life jackets, climb into
rigid-hull inflatable boats and pull along-
side the craft to be boarded. The boarding
team checks passports and cargo mani-
fest against what is actually on board.

If all is well, the ship is released. If the
ship refuses to comply, the boarding team
is prepared, guns at the ready. The pres-
ence of the massive missile cruiser plus
the hovering roar of the cruiser’s Sea
Hawk helicopters tends to make ships and
their captains compliant.

The Vicksburg is armed with five-inch
guns fore and aft, torpedoes, anti-aircraft
missiles, Tomahawk and Harpoon cruise
missiles, two Sea Hawk helicopters and
multiple machineguns. It is the fourth
Navy ship named after the famous Civil
War battle. She was commissioned in
1992, is 567 feet long, has a beam of 55
feet and displaces 9,600 tons, with a crew
total of 350 men and women and cost
about a billion dollars to build.

Sunday morning, guests attended a
chapel service in the enlisted mess where
Mrs. Swicker reprised her lay reader role
from St. Paul’s Church. That afternoon,
the crew and their guests enjoyed a “steel
beach” party on the helicopter landing
deck. Hot dogs, hamburgers and soft
drinks were served in abundance; cold
beer would have been nice, but alcohol is
forbidden on Navy vessels.

A spirited basketball game developed,
and the ball did not go overboard — not
always the case, according to the Captain.

The Captain’s guests dined in the Ward-
room with the officers. They paid the
Navy a modest sum to cover food costs.

Captain Chip Swicker graduated from
Westfield High School in 1973 and
Dartmouth College in 1977. He went to
sea for five years in ocean-going sailing
ships. He then graduated from Navy Of-
ficer Candidate School in 1982 and served
on three vessels before he became com-
manding officer of the USS John S.
McCain and then the Vicksburg. He re-
ceived a Master’s Degree from the Naval
Postgraduate School where his classified
thesis won the United States Naval Insti-
tute Award and was used operationally
during Desert Storm.

Captain Swicker also graduated from
the Naval War College and was Director
of the Command at Sea Department at the
Surface Warfare Officers School in New-
port, RI. He is the recipient of the Naval
War College’s Middendorf Prize for his
published research on Naval Theater Bal-
listic Missile Defense.

Captain Swicker is married to the
former Barbara Gayle Biddle of
Padanaram, Mass.

Union County has always been a hub of
movement and change, and this year will
mark another transformation. As we con-
tinue to focus county resources on our
core commitments to job development,
public safety and neighborhood quality
of life, we are stepping into a new “green”
era.

Communities across America are dem-
onstrating that green means new opportu-
nities for cutting costs and growing the
local economy. With this in mind, a “Go
Green” program is one of Union County’s
five initiatives for 2008. The county’s
construction projects will conform to the
highest LEED (Leadership in Environ-
mental Engineering and Design) stan-
dards. These guidelines will cut energy,
water and maintenance costs, enhance
interior air quality and help reduce our
carbon footprint.

The county will use its communica-
tions resources, including our website
and public-information van, to help resi-
dents learn strategies for green homes,
businesses and workplaces. Saving
money, feeling healthier and helping to
improve local air quality are just some of
the benefits.

Schools are preparing youngsters to
make good environmental choices, and
the county will support their efforts with
three measures: distributing grants based
on student proposals for recycling and
other school-based environmental
projects, providing free recycling bins
and deploying the county Hazmat team to
remove potentially dangerous chemicals.

In addition, the county will increase its
use of recycled paper products. Manufac-
turing paper from virgin material is a
notorious energy-gobbler, so switching
to recycled products makes a big differ-
ence. The county print shop is a shared
service and participating municipalities
can use the recycled paper option, too.

Job development is the second initia-
tive for 2008. The Workforce Competi-
tiveness Project, now entering its third
phase, will establish focus groups to iden-
tify areas of potential growth and develop
strategies for investing workforce re-
sources in those areas.

The third 2008 initiative targets pub-

2008 County Steps
Into The Future

lic-safety concerns. The county will set
up “First Alert,” an auto-contact service
to inform residents by telephone and elec-
tronic devices about emergencies, special
events and other contingencies.

The fourth and fifth 2008 initiatives
focus on our youth. Located in Plainfield
and later in Elizabeth, Youth One Stop
programs will provide complete job train-
ing, education, health and social services.
And, the Union County Schoolyards Ini-
tiative will help fund outdoor classrooms
that provide unique environments for
hands-on learning. In addition, the Kids
Recreation Trust Fund will once again
provide matching dollars to municipali-
ties for playgrounds, recreation equip-
ment and athletic scholarships.

Taken together, our five 2008 initia-
tives are designed to strengthen our com-
munities and support our economic pros-
pects while building a safer, healthier
environment for all. I am looking forward
to working with you, with my colleagues
on the freeholder board and with the en-
tire county family to accomplish this goal.

Campaign Briefs
Linda Stender

Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-
22, Scotch Plains) of Fanwood announced
this week that she raised $615,000 and
surpassed her goal in the campaign for New
Jersey’s 7th-Congressional District. Her
campaign committee said first-time donors
provided $165,000 raised through the
website ActBlue. The Democratic Con-
gressional Campaign Committee (DCCC)
made her campaign part of the “Red to
Blue” program.

Kelly Hatfield
Kelly Hatfield of Summit,GOP Candi-

date for Congress, said, “Here in New
Jersey, our hard-working families are
paying an average of 4.8 percent more for
food today than just one year ago. I will
not raise taxes in any way, shape or form,
and as their Representative in Washing-
ton, I will continue to speak out and to
fight against government waste and out-
of-control spending.”

From Dr  Desk 

229 Charles Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 

Tel: 908.389.0222 Email:DoctorMerriman@aol.com 

As I settle into a new year, I look back at the holiday season and 

feel blessed to have been surrounded by my loved ones. I realize 

that I was taking care of the needs of others and now I need to 

focus on myself.  I feel good when I have taken care of myself; and 

that allows me to be the best mom, wife, friend, teacher, and of 

course dentist that I can possibly be. 

I would encourage everyone to focus on themselves so they can 

feel the confidence that they are giving their best to their 

commitments. Good health is the most precious gift we can give 

ourselves and is the wisest investment we can make for our future.  

So join me in making those important calls to schedule 

appointments with our health care providers. Regular preventive 

care visits, a balanced diet , routine exercise, enjoying a hobby, 

connecting with friends and family, and recognizing which 

activities give you positive energy are all part of a healthy lifestyle. 

Good luck for a terrific 2008! 

   

Reading is
good for you!

goleader.com/subscribe

February 2008 Events 

 at the Westfield Memorial Library
Library Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30 AM to 9:00 PM 

Friday and Saturday 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM 
Sunday 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

Closed - February  18 (President’s Day)  

ADULT PROGRAMS
Feb 1 1:30  PM TGIF: Nat King Cole 
Feb 2 3:00 PM          Performance: “Voices Of Africa” 
Feb 5 10:00 AM Computer:  Homework 911 (for parents of school- 
  age children)
Feb 7 10:00 AM  Computer:  NEW! Government and Legal Resources 
Feb 8 1:30  PM TGIF: Marian Anderson 
Feb 12 7:00  PM Baseball in NJ in the Era of the Color Line 
Feb 13 10:00 AM  Computer:  NEW! Back to the Basics 
Feb 15 1:30  PM TGIF: Zora Neale Hurston 
Feb 21 7:00  PM Computer:  Homework 911 (for parents of school- 
  age children)
Feb 22 1:30  PM TGIF: Banjo Rascals 
Feb 27 10:00 AM  Computer:  NEW! Microsoft Publisher for Beginners 
Feb 27 6:45  PM Literature and Medicine: A Community Dialogue 
Feb 29 1:30  PM TGIF: Classic Movie Week: “Murder Ahoy” 

                CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Feb 1,8,15, 22, 29     10:00 AM      Tots’ Storytime 
Feb 2  3:45 PM    Readers’ Theatre 
Feb 2, 9,16, 23  10:00AM        Chess  
Feb 5,12,19, 26     10:00 AM       Toddler’s Group 
Feb 5,12,19, 26     1:30 PM         Preschool Storytime 
                                 OR

Feb 6,13, 20,37        10:00 AM      Preschool Storytime 
Feb 7, 14, 21, 28       3:45 PM  Big Kids’ Storytime 
Feb 9 10:30 AM  Annie Hickman’s The Love Bug’s Hug 
Feb 23 10:30 AM     Stubby the Elephant 

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.  

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 
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Donnellys Welcome
Emma Katherine

Thomas and Laura Donnelly of
Hingham, Mass., formerly of
Westfield, have announced the home-
coming of their daughter, Emma
Katherine Donnelly, on Wednesday,
January 9.

Emma was born on May 30, 2007
in South Korea. The family was as-
sisted with their union by Wide Hori-
zons for Children, Incorporated.
Emma joins her big brother, James,
who arrived home from South Korea
in 2005.

Emma’s maternal grandparents are
Peter A. McCord of Lumberton and
Jane S. and John David Bartram of
Scotch Plains.

John L. and Mary Barbara
Donnelly of Wall Township, formerly
of Westfield, are her paternal grand-
parents.

Thomas Donnelly is a 1986 gradu-
ate of Westfield High School and
Laura McCord Donnelly is a 1987
Westfield High School graduate.

Glenn LeBoeuf to Spotlight
‘Moral Moments’ of Lincoln
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library will celebrate
Abraham Lincoln’s birthday with a
special program on Monday, Febru-
ary 11, from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Guest speaker Glenn LeBoeuf will
present “10 Moral Moments in the
Life of Abraham Lincoln: His Life-
long Quest for the ‘Better Angels’ of
His Nature.”

“As the storm clouds of war gath-
ered around him, Lincoln’s words at
his first inaugural address urged his
fellow countrymen, both North and
South, to listen to ‘the better angels of
our nature’ to avoid a civil war,” said
Mr. LeBoeuf. “Few Americans ever
lived these words so well as did our
16th president.”

Mr. LeBoeuf will share 10 stories
about Lincoln that illustrate his hu-
manity, compassion and resolve, and
will take questions from the audi-
ence. This program is suitable for
adults, teenagers and older children.

For more than 25 years, Mr.
LeBoeuf has given talks for historical
societies, R.O.T.C. classes, adult
schools, colleges, library associations
and civic groups. In June 2007, he

spoke at the Civil War Institute at
Gettysburg College.

The presentation will be held in the
library’s Community Room. All pro-
grams at the library are free and open
to everyone. The Scotch Plains Pub-
lic Library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue.

Registration is required. To reserve
a spot, those interested are asked to
call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or e-mail library@scotlib.org
with their name and telephone num-
ber. For more details or directions,
call (908) 322-5007.

Miss Marisa C. Anthony and Christopher M. Iafolla

Miss Marisa Anthony
To Wed Christopher Iafolla
Charles and Josie Anthony of

Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Marisa Cristina Anthony, to Christo-
pher Michael Iafolla. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Iafolla of
Washington’s Crossing, Pa.

A 2001 graduate of Westfield High
School, the future bride graduated cum
laude from Wallace E. Carroll School
of Management at Boston College in
Chestnut Hill, Mass. in 2005 with a
Bachelor of Science degree in Mar-
keting and Human Resource Manage-

ment. She  is employed by EMC Cor-
poration in Hopkinton, Mass. as an
executive compensation analyst.

Her fiancé is a 2001 graduate of
Holy Ghost Prep in Bensalem, Pa. He
graduated from Boston University’s
College of Communication in 2005
with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Print Journalism. Mr. Iafolla is em-
ployed by Boston-based public rela-
tions agency SHIFT Communications
as a senior account executive.

A wedding is planned for May 2009
in Avalon.

Local Groups Plan Program
About Historic Preservation
WESTFIELD – “Understanding

Historic Preservation” will be the topic
of a special program sponsored by the
Westfield Historical Society and the
Westfield Historic Preservation Com-
mission on Friday,
February 1, at 7:30
p.m. This event will
take place in the
Community Room
of the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building, lo-
cated at 425 East
Broad Street.

Dorothy Guzzo,
director of the New
Jersey Historic Pres-
ervation Office, will
define the subject and
outline what does and
does not constitute
historic preservation.

Ms. Guzzo will discuss what makes
a building historic by outlining the
criteria buildings must meet to be listed
on the National and New Jersey Reg-
isters of Historic Places. The New
Jersey Register closely matches the
National one and has the same criteria
for eligibility, nomination and review.

Westfield’s long and rich history
has resulted in local buildings being
added to the National and State Reg-
isters. Entries include the fire station
at 405 North Avenue, the Miller-Cory
House Museum at 614 Mountain
Avenue and the Reeve House at 314
Mountain Avenue, as well as the
Stoneleigh Park Historic District and

the Burial Grounds of The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield.

Westfield is one of over 90 New
Jersey municipalities that have also en-
acted a local historic preservation ordi-

nance to protect
historic resources
within the town.
The ordinance re-
sulted in the cre-
ation of the
Westfield His-
toric Preservation
Commission.

The ordinance
cites six specific
purposes for lo-
cal historic pres-
ervation, includ-
ing the fact that
“the historical,
cultural, archi-

tectural and social heritage of the
Town of Westfield is given in trust
from generation to generation to be
used, enriched and then passed on.”

Ms. Guzzo also will discuss spe-
cific places in New Jersey where his-
toric preservation has helped to iden-
tify, protect, preserve and sustain ir-
replaceable resources. Additionally,
she will outline the roles that archeol-
ogy, architecture and history play in
the historic preservation movement.

The program is free and open to the
public. Light refreshments will be
served. For more information, call
the Westfield Historical Society at
(908) 654-1794.

Miller-Cory to Celebrate
Colonial Winter Pastimes

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will offer visitors a
glimpse of early American farm life
as it was lived during the long winter
months with a program this Sunday,
January 27, from 2 to 4 p.m. entitled
“18th Century Winter Pastimes.”

Costumed docents will describe and
demonstrate Colonial handcrafts such
as knitting, spinning, weaving, sew-
ing and woodworking that were es-
sential chores of the winter season.
Colonial winter sports and games also
will be discussed. Children will be
able to complete a craft at the mu-
seum to take home that will incorpo-
rate one of the skills presented. Tours
of the fully furnished, 1740 farm-
house will be available as well.

Located at 614 Mountain Avenue
in Westfield, the Miller-Cory House
Museum is a nationally recognized
living museum that is listed on both
the State and National Registers of
Historic Places. It also is designated
as a site on the New Jersey Women’s

Heritage Trail.
The fee for Sunday’s program is

$2.50 for adults and $1 for students.
Children under age four may attend
for free. Upcoming Sunday programs
include “Historic Valentines” on Feb-
ruary 10, “Pets in the White House”
on February 24 and “Maple Sugar
Sunday” on March 2. For more infor-
mation on programs and volunteer
opportunities, call the museum office
weekday mornings at (908) 232-1776.

LANDMARK…The fire station at 405
Central Avenue is among the sites in
Westfield that have received historic
designation. The public is invited to a
program on historic preservation on
Friday, February 1, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Westfield Municipal Building.

Seniors Group to Hold
Valentine’s Luncheon
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Seniors will host a
Valentine’s Day luncheon on Thurs-
day, February 14, at 12:15 p.m. at the
Spanish Tavern on Route 22, East, in
Mountainside. The menu will include
soup, a choice of steak, chicken, fish
and paella, plus sangria, soda, coffee,
tea and a choice of three desserts.

All are welcome. The cost is $26
for members and $30 for non-mem-
bers. The Mountainside Seniors also
are planning a trip to the Hunterdon
Hills Playhouse for a luncheon and
show. For more information and to
make reservations for the Valentine’s
Day luncheon, call Eve Vitale at (908)
789-8568.

Join

The C
oupon Club

windmillh
otdogs.c
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Winter

Wednesdays

1/2 PRICE

HOT DOGS 

EVERY WEDNESDAY!
WindMill of Westfield

256 E Broad Street (next to Rialto Theatre)
Parking Available in Rear

available at the Westfield location for a limited time only
not to be combined with any other offers or coupons

www.windmillhotdogs.com 

 

 

 
 

Wesley Hall Nursery School
1 East Broad St., Westfield

Morning & Afternoon Sessions for Ages 21/2 to 4+
Team Teaching by Experienced Teachers
Spacious Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas
Lunch & Enrichment Classes Available

Kindergarten Connection Program

We are entering our 56th year of providing
quality programming for young children!

(908) 233 - 9570
www.whnsnj.com

Call Mon. - Fri. Between
9 - 2 to Schedule a Tour

of  our Facility.

Open Registration is
February 4th & 5th, 2008.

NEW IN 2008 FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN!!

                 

Where you can take an active role in your child's education!

The Westfield Cooperative
Nursery School

Challenging and Developmental Program • Nurturing, EC Degreed Staff 

Small Classes in Morning or Afternoon • Lunch Bunch • Established 1969 

Non-denominational • 4+ Program • Enrichment • State Licensed

OPEN HOUSE: WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30 • 9:30 AM

125 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ  • (908) 233-4501
www.westfieldcooperative.com

Library to Offer Series
Of Romance Movies

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will host a lunch-
time movie series featuring romance
films on three Thursdays during Feb-
ruary. Each program will begin at noon.

Films to be shown include
Shakespeare in Love on February 7,
An Affair to Remember on February
14 and West Side Story on February 28.

The library will provide beverages
and dessert, and participants are en-
couraged to bring their own brown-
bag lunch. Registration is required
and may be done by calling (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204.

The movies will be screened in the
library’s Community Room. All pro-
grams at the library are free and open
to all interested participants. The li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue. For more details or directions,
call (908) 322-5007.

05-2669   ©2006 Northwestern Long Term Care Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI. Northwestern Mutual Financial Network is the marketing name for the sales and distribution arm
of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company and its subsidiaries and affiliates. *“Cracks in the Nest Egg,” Wall Street Journal, October 22, 2001. This statistic includes peo-
ple who are not eligible for long-term care coverage and services which are not covered under a long-term care contract. †The policy has exclusions and limitations.   6046-499

A 2001 Wall Street Journal article
reported nearly 50% of Americans will
need some form of long-term care in
their lifetime.* A Northwestern Long
Term Care Insurance Company policy†

can help pay for that care. Coverage
includes nursing home costs and extended care service in your home or other settings. To
learn more, call Ronald Kashlak at (908) 918-4037.

RS.LTC.(1101)

Invest an hour to learn
more about long-termcare.

www.nmfn.com

Ronald M. Kashlak
Financial Representative
The Stone Financial Group
PO Box 1008
180 River Road, Floor 2
Summit, NJ 07902
(908) 918-4037
ronald.kashlak@nmfn.com

Temple Organizations
 To Hold Blood Drive
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, Janu-

ary 27, the Men’s Club and Sister-
hood of Temple Emanu-El will as-
sist New Jersey Blood Services by
jointly sponsoring a community
blood drive at the temple.

The drive will be held from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. Bagels, spreads, juice and a
Sunday New York Times will be pro-
vided. Blood donors must be at least
17 years old and weigh a minimum of
110 pounds. Participants must not
have donated blood within eight
weeks prior to the event and must
present valid identification.

The temple is located at 756 East
Broad Street in Westfield. For more
information, contact Carolyn Shane,
executive director, at (908) 232-6770
or cshane@tewnj.org, or visit
tewnj.org.

Commission Invites Public
To Bird Count Workshop

FANWOOD – In preparation for
the 11th Annual Great Backyard Bird
Count (GBBC), the Fanwood Envi-
ronmental Commission will conduct
a local Bird Count Workshop on Sat-
urday, February 9, from 9 a.m. to
noon at the Fanwood Nature Center.

Members of the public are invited
to come and learn about birds in this
area and how to identify and count
birds for the GBBC. Faculty from the
Trailside Nature and Science Center
will offer two sessions of Bird Iden-
tification presentations (9:30 a.m. and
10:30 a.m.). Seating is limited.

Pre-registration is required for the
sessions. Other activities will include
guided tours of the Nature Center,
making a biodegradable bird feeder
craft and learning to count for GBBC.

All ages and skill levels are wel-
come and there is no fee. Participants
are encouraged to bring binoculars.
Certificates and bird patches will be
awarded. Participation counts towards
requirements of certain Girl Scout
badges and Boy Scout merit badges.

The GBBC, led by the Audubon
Society and Cornell Lab of Orni-
thology, will be held during the Presi-
dents’ Day weekend, February 15 to
18. People from throughout the
United States and Canada are in-
vited to count birds from wherever
they are and enter their tallies online
at birdcount.org.

These reports create a real-time

picture of where the birds are across
the continent and contribute valu-
able information for science and con-
servation. All are invited to the
Fanwood Nature Center that week-
end to explore independently and
tally birds for the GBBC. For more
information, visit birdsource.org/
gbbc/.

The Fanwood Nature Center,
which encompasses eight acres of
unspoiled land, is located on Cray
Terrace in Fanwood, off Terrill Road.
It has been home to many types of
birds including hawks, turkeys, car-
dinals, woodpeckers, finches and
scarlet tanagers.

The Fanwood Environmental
Commission has expressed gratitude
to its local sponsors – Wild Birds
Unlimited, Parker Gardens, Double
Dipper and Dunkin Donuts.

To register for Bird Identification
sessions, a form is available at
Fanwood Borough Hall, the
Fanwood Memorial Library and
Scotch Plains Public Library, and at
v i s i t f a n w o o d . c o m / b o r o u g h /
FanwoodGBBC2008.pdf.

Completed registration forms
should be dropped off by Friday, Feb-
ruary 1, at Fanwood Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue. Individu-
als also may register by calling (908)
322-8236 or e-mailing information
to fanwoodgbbc@gmail.com.

Fathers Club to Hold
Fish and Chips Dinner
AREA – The Fathers Club of St.

John the Apostle School will hold its
fourth annual Lenten Fish and Chips
Dinner on Friday, February 15, from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the school audi-
torium on Valley Road in Clark. The
Argyle Restaurant of Kearny will pro-
vide the fish and chips. As an alterna-
tive, baked ziti also will be available.

The menu also will include dessert,
soft drinks, coffee and tea. Tickets are
$12 for adults and $6 for children and
will be sold after all masses at St. John
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
of Clark/Linden beginning Saturday,
February 2. Take-out orders also will
be available. For more details, call
John McSharry at (908) 276-9331 or
Mike Cantelmi at (908) 925-3133.

Author to Spotlight
Middle School Years
SCOTCH PLAINS – To help fami-

lies deal with the challenges of the
middle school years, the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey and Congregation Beth
Israel (CBI) will co-sponsor a pro-
gram on Thursday, February 7, at 7
p.m. featuring author and educator
Dale Baumwoll.

This event, entitled  “Safely Navi-
gating the Middle School Years,”
was previously slated for December.
It had to be rescheduled due to in-
clement weather. The program will
be held at the JCC, located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Ms. Baumwoll is the author of
“There’s No Room for You, Maddie
Morrison,” a tween novel that directly
addresses issues middle school stu-
dents face every day. Her program will
focus on such topics as how students
can balance old and new friendships
and deal with mean peers who cannot
handle being popular, as well as how
parents can help their children man-
age these transitional years.

Besides being an author, Ms.
Baumwoll is both a parent and a sixth-
grade teacher. She will facilitate dis-
cussions on creating positive rela-
tionships between parents and their
children and children with their peers.

All are welcome to attend this pro-
gram, and parents are encouraged to
bring their middle school-aged chil-
dren with them. The cost is $10 per
family for JCC and CBI members, and
$12 per family for the general public.

Copies of “There’s No Room for
You, Maddie Morrison” will be avail-
able for sale in advance at both the
JCC and CBI. For more information,
contact Michele Dreiblatt at
mdreiblatt@jccnj.org or (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 205.

PTA Council and BOE
Plan Roundtable Event

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA Coun-
cil and Board of Education will hold
an informal discussion, open to the
public, on Monday, January 28, at
7:30 p.m. at Park Middle School in
Scotch Plains. All are welcome and
refreshments will be served. For more
details, contact Karen Kulikowski,
PTA Council vice president, at
ptacruiser@yahoo.com.

 

SUPER BOWL PACKAGES 
 

A limited number of Super Bowl packages are available on a first 

come, first serve basis.  Packages include air, hotel and tickets. 

 

Call Carol immediately at 908-789-3303 
 

CHRISTMAS BIRTHDAY…The girls of the Challenge Club of Central New
Jersey held a Birthday Party for Jesus at the Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church in Mountainside on December 15. The Challenge girls enter-
tained 50 children who enjoyed skits, playing games, making crafts, eating treats
and singing songs. Donations were collected totaling $325, which then were given
to a family in need within the parish. For more information about joining the
Challenge Club for girls ages 10 to 16, call Jenica at (908) 507-3214.
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Mardi Gras Worship Service
To Feature Jazz and Brunch
SCOTCH PLAINS – To celebrate

the religious roots of Mardi Gras,
the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church in Scotch Plains will host its
Second Annual Mardi Gras Jazz
Worship Service on Sunday, Febru-
ary 3, at 10:30 a.m.

The service will feature rich jazz
gospel music, including a rendition
of “When the Saints Go Marching
In.” Led by Director of Music Paul
DiDario, the choir will sing, “Every
Time I Feel the Spirit.”

Local trumpet player Robert Young
will be featured on the hymns, in-
cluding “Amazing Grace.” A resident
of Plainfield, Mr. Young has been
legally blind since his youth, and
fully blind since his 20s, but he has
never let that stop him. He played
trumpet at establishments made fa-
mous by the Harlem Renaissance.

For more than 20 years, Mr. Young
tuned pianos at NBC studios. Since
moving to New Jersey, he has sought
ways to bring the joy and liveliness of
jazz music to people in nursing homes,
children’s and veterans’ hospitals,
schools that serve differently-abled

FAMILY PRIDE…Vincent Fitzpatrick of Westfield, center, is joined by his
parents, Christopher Fitzpatrick and Anne Fitzpatrick, as he is honored January
13 by Boy Scout Troop 77 of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield on attaining
the rank of Eagle Scout.

Boy Scout Troop 77 Elevates
Vincent Fitzpatrick to Eagle
WESTFIELD – Boy Scout Troop

77 of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
honored Vincent Fitzpatrick Janu-
ary 13 at an Eagle Court of Honor
ceremony, during which the
Westfield resident was promoted to
Boy Scouting’s highest rank.

Only about 4 percent of all scouts
attain the rank of Eagle, although in
the 98 years of scouting in the United
States, approximately one million
boys have attained this status.

Family and friends were among
those on hand for the ceremony hon-
oring Vincent at St. Paul’s Church in
Westfield. Also in attendance was
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield), who read a resolu-
tion recognizing the young man on
his achievement.

During his time in Boy Scouting,
Vincent had the opportunity to at-
tend the National Youth Leadership

Training Camp in New Jersey and
the National Advanced Youth Lead-
ership Experience at Philmont Scout
Camp in New Mexico. He also has
served as a patrol leader, assistant
senior patrol leader and senior patrol
leader for the troop.

Vince spent several summers
working on merit badges at Sabattis
Adventure Camp in New York. He
also has run Varsity Cross Country
and Spring Track at Westfield High
School, as well as participating in
the Transition Project (peer
mentoring), Model UN and the Fed
Challenge Team.

He currently serves as a tri-editor
of the Hi’s Eye high school newspa-
per and has written for the Student
View column featured in The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Vincent has chosen to continue in
scouting as an assistant scoutmaster
of Troop 77, sharing the skills he has
learned with younger scouts. A se-
nior at Westfield High School, he is
looking forward to college.

children, senior citizen centers, bat-
tered women’s shelters, churches and
libraries. He is the founder of “Friends
of Jazz,” a non-profit organization dedi-
cated to bringing music to the
underserved segments of society and
encouraging young musicians to pur-
sue jazz.

At the conclusion of the service, a
special offering will be taken for
Souper Bowl of Caring. The church
youth group will collect donations,
which they will then take to the
Rahway Food for Friends ministry
located at the Second Presbyterian
Church. The youth also will serve at
the soup kitchen there in February.

Childcare and children’s classes
are provided during the worship ser-
vice, but youngsters also are wel-
come to stay at the worship service.

After worship, a free brunch will
be served that will include egg-and-
sausage casserole, fruit salad, bagels
and beverages. King Cakes, which
commemorate the Wise Men’s visit
to the baby Jesus at the Epiphany,
also will be served.

Reservations would be appreciated
by Thursday, January 31. To make a
reservation, call the church office at
(908) 232-5678 or e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org. Infor-
mation on church events also is avail-
able online at willowgrovechurch.org.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road, across from the Scotch Plains
Southside Firehouse and near the
corner of South Martine Avenue. All
its facilities are handicap-accessible.

African-American Life
To Be Focus of Events
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Memorial Library will host two events
during February in celebration of
African-American History Month.

On Saturday, February 2, the a
cappella and percussion ensemble
Voices of Africa will play drums and
other traditional West African per-
cussion instruments in a cultural pro-
gram suited to everyone from tod-
dlers to senior citizens.

On Tuesday, February 12,
Lawrence Hogan, a professor of his-
tory at Union County College, will
lead a discussion entitled “Before
You Can Say ‘Jackie Robinson’:
Black Baseball in America and New
Jersey in the Era of the Color Line.”
Professor Hogan will examine in
depth the rich relationships that com-
prised “Blackball” during America’s
era of segregation, and will present
memorabilia exhibit materials.

The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. These programs are
open to full-service Westfield Me-
morial Library and MURAL
cardholders only. For more informa-
tion, call the library at (908) 789-
4090, extension no. 4140.

Scout Klondike Derby
On Tap This Saturday
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Watchung Mountain District of the
Patriots’ Path Council invites the pub-
lic to The Loop in the Watchung Res-
ervation this Saturday, January 26,
from 8:30 a.m. to approximately 2:30
p.m. for the annual Klondike Derby.

Scouts from multiple area com-
munities are scheduled to take part
in the event, among them Berkeley
Heights, Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains and
Westfield. Other participating mu-
nicipalities include Gillette, Long
Hill Township, Meyersville,
Millington, Murray Hill, New Provi-
dence, North Plainfield, Stirling,
Summit, Warren and Watchung.

A tradition for more than 50 years,
the Klondike Derby is a district an-
nual event where scouts are given
the opportunity to exhibit the skills
they have learned over the past year.

On the event day, the Watchung
Reservation will be transformed into
the Yukon region of Canada and
Alaska. Boy Scout patrols and Ex-
plorer teams will drag Klondike
sledges over predetermined routes,
demonstrating their scouting skills at
“towns” along the way.

Anyone with questions may con-
tact Greg Ryan at (908) 447-4880 or
glryan1@verizon.net.

Westfield Education Assoc.
To Award Scholarships

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Education Association (WEA) will
award three scholarships to high
school graduates. Kristine Smith-
Morasso, chairperson of the
Westfield Education Association
Scholarship Committee, will present
the scholarships on Awards Night at
Westfield High School.

The WEA Scholarship Committee
will select two members of the
Westfield High School Class of 2008
for each award. Additionally, the
Barry Judd Memorial Scholarship will
be presented to a WEA member’s
child who plans on continuing his or
her education at an accredited institu-
tion of higher learning.

Applications for both scholarships
are available at the Westfield High
School Guidance Office and at WEA

members’ respective schools through-
out the district. The deadline to sub-
mit applications for both scholarships
is Friday, February 15.

Scholarship applications will be
evaluated on a variety of criteria in-
cluding academic achievement, par-
ticipation in school activities and a
commitment to community service.
Applicants also will have an opportu-
nity to reflect on their own educational
experiences. Six finalists will be in-
vited for a personal interview during
early April before the final selection.

Funds for these scholarships are
raised through donations from
Westfield Education Association mem-
bers. This year’s scholarship commit-
tee includes Kristine Smith-Morasso,
James Moriarty, Diana Collins, Carole
Stavitski and Moira Abraham.

Library Plans Seminar
On Long-Term Care
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library will host a seminar en-
titled “Long-Term Care for Seniors”
on Tuesday, February 5, at 2 p.m. in the
library’s Fanwood Room.

Barbara Steinberg, a certified finan-
cial planner and certified retirement
financial advisor with BLS Advisors
of Riverdale, will discuss such topics
as Medicare, Medicaid, long-term care
insurance, reverse mortgages and vet-
erans pension benefits.

This seminar is designed to help
people who are facing high out-of-
pocket medical expenses or who are
considering assisted living versus home
care to make informed decisions.

The Fanwood Memorial Library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. For more information and to
register for this event, call the library
at (908) 322-6400.

Rotarians Hely and Cordier
Among UN Day Attendees

WESTFIELD – Rotary Club of
Westfield members Jim Hely and
Veronique Cordier attended UN Day
on November 3, held at the United
Nations Building in New York City.
They described it as a great learning
experience to hear what the UN and
Rotary are doing to advance human-
ity around the world.

More than 1,300 Rotarians, UN
officials, Interactors and Rotaractors
from 48 countries attended the day of
panel discussions on water, literacy,
health and hunger.

Today, Rotary holds the highest
consultative status offered to any non-
governmental organization by the
Economic and Social Council, which
oversees many specialized UN agen-
cies. Five of the first seven Secretary
generals were Rotarians, and the UN
Policy on Human Rights was taken
directly from the Rotary International
president’s speech at the Rotary In-
ternational Convention in Havana in
the 1950s.

A member of the Rotary Club of
Westfield for six years, Mr. Hely is a
New Jersey Supreme Court Certified
Civil Trial Attorney who has tried
more than 100 jury cases. Besides
authoring two books on law topics,
he has published multiple articles on

trial practice in Trial magazine and
other journals, and is a frequent lec-
turer for law organizations.

Mr. Hely was elected as one of the
2005 New Jersey Super Lawyers in
the field of Personal Injury: Product
Liability – one of only six New Jersey
attorneys named in that category. He
was elected six times to the town
council of his hometown of Westfield,
where he served for 11 years.

Ms. Cordier is founder and president
of V Entertainment Network, a market-
ing, management and public relations
firm established in 1995 and based in
the New York area. The firm specializes
in promoting music, film and books.
Prior to founding the company, she
held executive positions with various
music and entertainment companies.
She also is an author and columnist.

Ms. Cordier is an active member of
the Rotary Club of Westfield and in-
volved in the non-profit field. She
holds a board position for the Boys
and Girls Clubs of Union County and
also chairs their marketing commit-
tee. Additionally, she is engaged in
furthering the UN Millennium goal of
providing the world with safe drink-
ing water by working with Pure Water
for the World on its international mar-
keting and public relations initiatives.

GLOBAL INTEREST…Former Westfield Councilman and local attorney Jim
Hely, and Veronique Cordier, an executive active in the non-profit field, both
recently attended UN Day at the United Nations Building in New York City. They
are members of the Rotary Club of Westfield.

235 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ
Phone: 877-266-4370

www.anniesgourmetkitchen.net

ANNIE’S SUPERBOWL
SPECIAL!!

Pre-Game Hors D’oeurve Platters
The Supreme Platter - Mini Chicken Pot Pies, Pigs-in-a-Blanket,
Stuffed Mushrooms, and Parmesan Chicken Tenders ($39/12pcs)

Hot Wings w Bleu Cheese ($35/80 pcs)
Real NY-Style Pretzels ($7.50/10pcs)

Half-Time Entrees (serves 10-12)
Beef or Chicken Chili; Turkey-Meatball Subs; Pulled Pork

Sandwiches; Sausage, Peppers & Onions, Baked Ziti ($29.95)
Riviera Pasta w Grilled Veggies, Macaroni & Cheese, Vegetarian

Chili ($25.95)
Caesar Salad; Tossed Salad; Potato Salad; Coleslaw ($15)

Post-Game Dessert Platters (serves 10-12)
Brownie/Blondie Platter ($18.95)

Cookie Platter (Choc. Chip, Macadamia, Oatmeal) ($14.95)
Fruit Platter ($22.95)

Don’t forget our Every-day, fully-cooked GRAB-N-GO Dinners!

It’s the New York Giants
vs the New England Patriots!
So, who’s having the party??

These programs are open to Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders.  
For more information about this program or to register call 908-789-4090, ext. 4140.

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH EVENTS 

AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

Saturday, February 2, 2008 

3:00 – 3:45 pm 

Tuesday, February 12, 2008

7:00 pm 

All women’s a cappella and percussion ensemble scheduled to bring 

West African rhythms the whole family can enjoy.  
T o  b e  h e l d  i n  t h e  L i b r a r y  P r o g r a m  R o o m .  

      Baseball Lecture 

    Lawrence Hogan 

Professor of History at Union County College presents 
Before You Can Say “Jackie Robinson”: Black Baseball in America and New Jersey 

 in the Era of the Color Line

by

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Library Reveals Calendar
Of Upcoming Activities

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Public Library has an-
nounced the dates for a series of spe-
cial programs to be held at the library,
located on Constitution Plaza.

“Marbleizing Madness” will be
held on Tuesday, January 29, at 3:30
p.m. During this family activity, par-
ticipants will learn about the ancient
art of marbleizing paper and make
their own Mardi Gras-related craft.

“Peak Performance: The Six Facets
of Health” will take place on Thurs-
day, January 31, at 11 a.m. Dr. Gary
Hecht will speak about simple changes
that can help people improve their
health and life. There will be time for
general questions and answers.

“Brown Bag Movies” will resume
on Monday, January 28. The theme of
the month is Swashbucklers. Movies
are shown Mondays at noon in the
library meeting room. Individuals are
asked to bring a brown bag lunch. The
library will provide beverages and treats.

The Wednesday Night Movies pro-
gram continues each Wednesday
evening starting at 6:30 p.m.

“Caring for the Caregiver,” featur-
ing Jeff Ambers, will be offered on

Monday, February 4, at 11 a.m. Par-
ticipants will learn how to remain
effective and loving while still lead-
ing a joyful and productive life.

For more information on these or
any programs, including a list of
movie titles, call or visit the library
website, mountainsidelibrary.org,
then click on “Events Schedule.”

All programs are free and open to
the public, but interested persons are
asked to register in person or call the
library at (908) 233-0115. Movies
are available on a drop-in basis; no
pre-registration is required.

Library Friends Group
Announces Scholarship

WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library are of-
fering a scholarship to Westfield resi-
dents interested in pursuing a degree
in library science or media education,
including residents who will gradu-
ate high school in 2008.

Applications for the fifth annual
library science scholarship are avail-
able at the circulation desk of the
library, located at 550 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

The deadline to submit scholarship
applications is Tuesday, April 15. In-
dividuals may return applications to
the circulation desk. For more infor-
mation about this opportunity, call
Mary Orlando of the Scholarship
Committee at (908) 233-2930.

Thrift Shop to Feature
End-of-Winter Bag Day

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-
vice League’s (WSL) Thrift Shop, lo-
cated on the first floor at 114 Elmer
Street in Westfield, will hold its annual
end-of-winter Bag Day on Saturday,
February 2, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Bag Day is the winter semi-annual
clearance day for the thrift shop. Cus-
tomers may purchase a grocery-size
bag for $5 and fill it to the brim with
clothing, toys, books, shoes and house-
hold items found throughout the shop.
There is no limit to the number of bags
that can be purchased and filled.

The following week, the thrift shop
shelves and racks will be stocked
with spring and summer merchan-
dise. The WSL also operates a con-
signment shop upstairs at the same
location, which already is accepting
spring merchandise for sale.

A non-profit, volunteer organiza-
tion, the WSL is celebrating its 75th
year of serving the community. Shop
hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday. For further infor-
mation, call the thrift shop at (908)
233-2530 or the consignment shop at
(908) 232-1223.

Jamboree to Salute
Americana Songbook
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library will present The
Americana Family Jamboree on Sun-
day, February 3, at 2 p.m. An all-
ages family music event, it will draw
deeply on the Americana Songbook.

Hosted by the Demolition String
Band, the program will include
acoustic guitars, mandolin, banjo,
fiddle and upright bass, with famil-
iar songs by such Americana
songwriters as Stephen Foster,
Woody Guthrie, Hank Williams,
Johnny Cash, the Carter Family and
Bill Monroe, among others.

The band has presented this musical
program to standing-room-only
crowds at clubs, libraries and concert
halls throughout the metropolitan area.

Lyric sheets will be provided for
audience members to sing along. The
Fanwood Memorial Library is located
at North Avenue and Tillotson Road.
For more information and to register,
call the library at (908) 322-6400.

TRAILSIDE VISIT…Garden Club of Westfield, Inc. members recently took a
field trip to the Trailside Nature and Science Center in Mountainside. The visit
began with a film narrated by a center naturalist who later guided club members
on a hike in the reservation, followed by a visit to the Master Gardeners’ garden
area and lunch alfresco. Pictured above are club members who attended the event.

Hiking Club Offers
Variety of Activities

AREA – The Union County Hik-
ing Club offers a regular schedule of
hiking and bicycling activities de-
signed to provide wholesome recre-
ation while contributing to physical
fitness. Most events take place in
central and northern New Jersey.

Membership dues are $10 per year.
Guests are invited to try out the club
before joining. To request a compli-
mentary schedule, call (908) 527-4900.
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A sister, Eileen Golightly, prede-
ceased him.

Surviving are his wife, Marguer-
ite Ritchie Tessitore; a daughter, Mar-
guerite Elise Bledsoe of Aberdeen,
N.J.; three sons, Joseph John

Tessitore, II of Essex Junc-
tion, Vt., Craig Lawrence
Tessitore of San Diego,
Calif. and Perry Frank
Tessitore of Cranford, N.J.;
a sister, Linda Hickey of
Whitehouse, N.J., and
seven grandchildren.

A private family service
was held at the Evangeli-
cal Presbyterian Church in
Annapolis, Md. A memo-
rial service will take place

at 11 a.m. on Saturday, April 26, at
the Grace Orthodox Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Hardesty
Funeral Home, P.A. of Annapolis,
Md.

Online condolences can be made at
hardestyfuneralhome.com.

Memorial donations may be made
to Harvey Cedars Bible Conference,
Harvey Cedars, N.J. 08040.

January 24, 2008

– Obituaries –

Dr. John Jacobey, III
Dr. John “Jack” Jacobey, III of

Roselle died on Friday, January 18,
at Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital in New Brunswick, where
he had once been associated.

A native of Colorado, Dr. Jacobey
received his undergraduate degree
from Dartmouth College and was a
graduate in Thoracic Surgery from
Harvard Medical School.

During his career, he taught medi-
cine and served in private practice.
He was featured in nationally pub-
lished magazines.

A member of the Episcopal
Church both in Colorado and New
Jersey, Dr. Jacobey served in sev-
eral capacities at St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church in Westfield. He was on
the vestry and acted as a Lay Eucha-
ristic Minister and Lector.

The funeral will be held at 11 a.m.
on Saturday, January 26, at St. Paul’s
Church. Interment will take place
in Colorado.

Arrangements are by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
directed to St. Paul’s Church, 414
East Broad Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090.

January 24, 2008

Susan Kaelblein, Devoted to Family;
Was N.Y. Bell Manager of Education

Giuseppe Parente, 86, Was Machinist;
Became United States Citizen In 1978

Joseph Tessitore, 67, Property Manager;
Was Active at Grace Orthodox Church

Joseph Tessitore

Joseph John Tessitore, 67, of
Sherwood Forest, Md. died on Mon-
day, January 14, at his home from
complications from respiratory fail-
ure.

Born on January 13, 1941 in
Brooklyn, N.Y., he had
lived in Warren before
moving to Sherwood For-
est four years ago.

Mr. Tessitore had been a
property manager with The
Connell Company of Ber-
keley Heights from 1970
to 2004.

He attended the Evan-
gelical Presbyterian
Church in Annapolis, Md.

Mr. Tessitore was a
former member of the Grace Ortho-
dox Presbyterian Church of
Westfield, where he was a deacon,
youth leader, Sunday school teacher
and active in the Nursing Home
Ministry. He also was a former
member of the Trinity United
Church in Warren.

A devoted family man, he also
enjoyed animals, especially his pet,
Rosie, as well as woodworking and
fishing.

Susan Mary Kaelblein (nee
Chilcott) of Westfield died on Friday,
January 18, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

The oldest of eight children born to
John and Evelyn Chilcott, Susan was
born at home in Sea Cliff, N.Y. and
had lived in Huntington, N.Y. before
moving to Westfield over 30 years
ago.

She attended Huntington High
School, where she was an avid par-
ticipant on the fencing team. Susan
received both a State Regents and
B.P.O.E. scholastic scholarship to at-
tend the College of Mount Saint
Vincent in Riverdale, N.Y., where she
majored in both political science and
history, graduating cum laude in 1967.

While there, she was captain of the
debate team, with an outstanding
record of achievements. After gradu-
ating, Susan worked for N.Y. Bell
Telephone Co. as manager of educa-
tion for Centrex systems, serving cor-
porations in the metropolitan area.

Susan was an avid gardener, an-
tiques collector and devoted wife,

mother and grandmother. She was
loved and will be missed by all who
knew her.

Surviving are her husband of 40
years, John P. Kaelblein, III; her chil-
dren, Michael, 39, Matthew, 35, Chris-
tine, 31 and Daniel, 27, and her grand-
children, Madison, daughter of Mat-
thew and Jessica Stanicki of Garwood,
and Cassidy and Lindsay, daughters
of Christine and Brian Ferraro of
Scotch Plains.

A memorial service was held on
Monday evening, January 21, at the
Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake Fu-
neral Home in Westfield. Cremation
services were held privately.

A Memorial Mass will be cel-
ebrated in one month at the Our Lady
of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church
of Mountainside.

Donations in her memory to the
Overlook Oncology Center, where
she was deeply liked and admired,
would be appreciated. The address is
99 Beauvoir Avenue, Summit, N.J.
07901.

January 24, 2008

Giuseppe Parente, 86, of Coreno
Ausonio, Italy, formerly of Westfield,
died on Friday, January 18, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born and raised in Italy, he came
to the United States in 1968, settling
in Westfield. Mr. Parente became a
United States citizen in 1978. He
later returned to Italy to care for his
parents.

Mr. Parente had worked as a ma-
chinist after coming to the United
States.

He served in the Italian Army dur-
ing World War II and was a prisoner
of war in Germany for five years.
Following the war, he worked as a
handyman in Italy, Germany and
England.

Surviving are his wife of 60 years,
Antonia Stavole Parente; three sons,

Americo Parente, Pasquale Parente
and Bruno Parente; three daughters,
Lucrezia Gathercole, Marisa Isolda
and Rosanna Insinga; a brother,
Domenico Parente; two sisters, Maria
Spiridigliozzi and Margherita
Romanello; 16 grandchildren and a
great-grandchild.

Four brothers, Ralph Parente, Nick
Parente, Michael Parente and
Pasquale Parente, predeceased him.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, January 21, at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Entombment
took place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

January 24, 2008

Christopher Mastrangelo
Christopher M. Mastrangelo, 40,

of Hoboken died on Monday, No-
vember 26, 2007, at the Capital Hos-
pice In-Patient Center in Arlington,
Va. after a seven-month battle with
brain cancer.

Christopher was the beloved son of
Clifford M. and Barbara A.
Mastrangelo of McLean, Va. He also
is survived by his brother, Craig, sis-
ter-in-law, Katrina, and niece, Madi-
son Rose, of Arlington, Va., and by his
sister, Alison, of London, England.

A 1985 Westfield High School
graduate, Christopher was a life-long
resident of Westfield and Hoboken.
He was employed with Gerber Prod-
ucts Company of Florham Park.

A memorial mass and celebration
of his life will be held at 4 p.m. on
Saturday, January 26, at Saints Peter
and Paul Church, 404 Hudson Street,
Hoboken. A reception will follow at
Trinity Restaurant, 306 Sinatra Drive,
Hoboken.

Memorial contributions may be
made in Christopher’s name to a char-
ity of one’s choice or to Accelerate
Brain Cancer Cure, 1717 Rhode Is-
land Avenue, Washington, D.C. 20036
or Capital Hospice, 6565 Arlington
Boulevard, Falls Church, Va. 22042.
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

  
“We should not concentrate on dates. 
Rather we should focus on the dash. 

It’s how we lived our life that truly leaves 
a mark!” - Author Unknown 
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Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

Prayer to St. Jude

Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and
martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patron-
age in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance.  Help me
in my urgent position.  In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked.  Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias.  St. Jude
pray for us and all who invoke
your aid.  Publication must be
promised.  This novena has never
been known to fail.  M.C.

Fred Shorsher, 89, World War II Pilot;
Member of New York Stock Exchange

Fred A. Shorsher, a long-time resi-
dent of Westfield, N.J. and Stuart,
Fla., passed away on Saturday, Janu-
ary 19, at the age of 89.

Mr. Shorsher moved to Westfield
in 1956 to become a member of the
New York Stock Exchange and floor
partner for Ball, Burge and Kraus, at
the time the largest regional broker-
age firm in the nation.

In 1970, Mr. Shorsher purchased a
membership in the New York Stock
Exchange – known within the indus-
try as a “seat” – and began his own
business of trading stocks for major
member firms as a “two dollar bro-
ker.”

A few years later, he joined forces
with others to found the NYSE mem-
ber firm of Wall Street Discount Cor-
poration, one of the pioneer firms
offering discount brokerage commis-
sions to the public. He retired in 1985,
but remained a member of the Ex-
change until becoming a shareholder
in the successor public corporation,
the New York Stock Exchange Group.

Mr. Shorsher was born in
Ambridge, Pa. in 1918. He was a
graduate of Ambridge High School
and joined the Army Air Corps in
1942. During World War II, then Cap-
tain Shorsher of the Army of the

United States was a B-24 pilot and
distinguished himself during 70+
combat air missions in North Africa
and Italy. He also was a rated pilot of
P-38, P-40 and P-51 fighter aircraft.

Mr. Shorsher was an avid golfer
and was a member of Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield since 1956
and of Mariner Sands Country Club
in Stuart, Fla. since 1984. He was a
long-time member of the Redeemer
Lutheran Church in Westfield and of
the Mariner Sands Chapel in Stuart,
Fla.

His wife, Dorothy Duff Shorsher,
predeceased him in 2004.

Mr. Shorsher is survived by his
daughter, Mrs. Nancy J. Shivers of
Bay Head, N.J. and Washington, D.C.
Also surviving are two grandchil-
dren, Mitchell E. Shivers, Jr. of Bay
Head and Mrs. Jane B. Hoffman of
Westfield.

Funeral services will be held at
10:30 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, Janu-
ary 25, at the Redeemer Lutheran
Church in Westfield. Burial will fol-
low at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Gray Funeral Home, 318
East Broad Street in Westfield.

January 24, 2008

CHERISHED TREASURES…Members of the Antiques Department of Woman’s
Club of Westfield met on January 9 at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield. The ladies
shared their heirlooms and their interesting stories concerning these gems at a
show and tell. Pictured with the pieces are, from left to right, Phyliss Snyder, Kay
Dolan, Nancy Yingling, Sue Carroll, Mildred Beese, Anne Galante, Nina Foley,
Nita McHugh, Cindy Neivert and Sally Brown. For more Woman’s Club of
Westfield information, call (908) 233-2339.

Trailside Holds Project
WET Workshop, Jan. 31

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will present “Project WET” – a teacher-
training workshop for adults ages 18
and older – at Trailside Nature and
Science Center on Thursday, Jan. 31
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The workshop will provide the nec-
essary tools, resources and lessons for
teachers to use in the classroom to teach
future generations about the impor-
tance of water in everyday life.

Formal and informal educators are
invited to join Trailside Park naturalists

Joe Filo and Ruth Yablonsky for a day
of interactive, educational and hands-
on activities focusing on water as a
valuable resource.

Participants in the Project WET work-
shop will work cooperatively to dis-
cover the properties of water in “Water
Olympics,” study the effects of heat
energy on water in “Molecules in Mo-
tion,” and learn mapping and graphing
skills in “Poison Pump.”

Each participant will receive the
Project WET curriculum and activity
guide with more than 90 interdiscipli-
nary activities and lessons, teacher-
tested and classroom-ready for K-12
students. Lessons in the guide are cor-
related to New Jersey Core Curriculum
Content Standards.

Pre-registration is required for this
workshop, and space is limited. The fee
is $25 per person and includes the
Project WET curriculum and activity
guide. Light refreshments will be served
during morning registration. Partici-
pants are encouraged to bring a lunch.

For information about the Project
WET teacher-training workshop or
other upcoming programs and special
events at Trailside, call (908) 789-3670
or visit ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside
Nature and Science Center is located at
452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside and is a service of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

UCC Spring Semester
Begins Today, January 24

CRANFORD – Registration for
spring semester courses is currently
underway at Union County College
(UCC).

Offering more than 90 programs of
study, students have the opportunity to
choose from a variety of courses, in-
cluding various times and locations,
and online and telecourses. The spring
semester begins today, and late-start
courses begin on February 7.

For those wishing to pursue a
Bachelor’s degree, the economics of
spending the first two years at Union
County College, coupled with the many
dual admissions and transfer/articula-
tion agreements that the college has in
place, can ease the road to junior-year
status at a long list of colleges and
universities throughout the U.S.

UCC offers English as a Second
Language (ESL) studies at its Institute
for Intensive English (IIE) located at 12
West Jersey Street in Elizabeth.

The IIE is a full-time program of
concentrated instruction in English for
people whose native language is not
English. As a result of studying in the
program, students enhance their En-
glish language abilities in order to fur-
ther their academic, career, and/or per-
sonal goals in the United States.

Each student interested in taking
courses through the institute must
partake in placement testing. After
placement testing, students enter one
of six levels of instruction commen-
surate with their abilities.

The curriculum covers structure, lis-
tening, conversation and study skills, as
well as reading and academic writing.
Courses are offered on the college’s
Plainfield and Cranford campuses, and
federal and state financial aid may be

available for students.
One of the newest degrees offered

at UCC is an Associate’s in Applied
Science in Automotive Technology.
This program is designed to train and
prepare students in eight automotive
areas. Upon graduation, each student
will be qualified to work in all auto-
motive-service facilities.

The automotive courses for this de-
gree are offered at the Union County
Vocational-Technical School located
at the college’s Scotch Plains campus.
UCC faculty teaches all courses.

Also beginning this spring is the
Certificate of Achievement in Parale-
gal Studies. These programs are open
to students who have already earned
their Associate’s or Baccalaureate de-
grees and want to become paralegals.

The certificate consists of a total of
27 credits, and if three courses are taken
per term, the certificate can be com-
pleted in three semesters.

For those who are interested in para-
legal studies, but who do not have an
Associate’s or Bachelor’s degree, Union
County College also offers an
Associate’s in Applied Science degree.

This program consists of a total of 66
credits and will also prepare students to
work in the law field, in both the private
and public sectors. Upon the comple-
tion of this degree, students will be
prepared to take the Certified Legal
Assistants Examination.

In addition, some of UCC’s newer
degree programs include Social Ser-
vices, Sports Management, Hospitality
Management and Game Design. To
register for spring courses, visit the
college’s website at ucc.edu. For infor-
mation about the college, call the Of-
fice of Recruitment at (908) 709-7518.

Education News – Pages 8 & 9

SPFHS Inducts 49 Students
Into National Honor Society
SCOTCH PLAINS –On October

30, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) inducted 49 new
members into the SPFHS Chapter of
the National Honor Society, joining
25 returning members from last year.

The new members include Gregory
Bencivengo, Caitlin Campbell,
Michelle Carroll, Elizabeth Chen, Kelly
Cianciotta, Gillian Clark, Michelle
Conway, Julie Deutsch, Silvano
DiMonte, Patrick Doliber, Rebecca
Dorilus, Diana Ferrante, Erin Finan,
Nicholas Fung, Danielle Giordanella,
Naomi Goldstein, Samantha Grecco,
Catherine Harley, Lindsay Hauptman,
Alyssa Karis, Mark Koransky, Jonathan
Kosenick, Dana Krajcsik, Kapri Kreps,
Karthik Krishna Kumar, Raychel
Kruper, Sahrula Kubie, Caitlin Leist,
Cara Levinson, Andrew Livingston, An-
drew Manns, Victoria McNally, Jordan
Metsky, Gabriella Napoli, Saxony
Nielsen, Minal Patel, Petros Petridis,

Alexandria Pisauro, Neil Pratt, Kaitlin
Rau, Charles Ringel, Marc Rosenberg,
Michael Roth, Christine Ruggieri,
Martin Sweeney, Linda Timko, James
Walsh, Vivian Wong and Kirsten
Wright.

The Reverend Sydney Sadio of the
United Methodist Church at New
Brunswick, who reinforced the impor-
tance of strong moral and ethical char-
acter, served as this year’s guest speaker.

Student selection is based upon
criteria in the areas of scholarship,
leadership, character and service.

During the year, each student will
complete an individual and group
service project. Past group projects
have included a carnival for children
with family stationed overseas in the
military, a movie night to raise money
for the Emmanuel Cancer Founda-
tion and fundraising and games for
children for the Center for Hope,
Hospice and Palliative Care.

Merkt Says Corzine Trip
‘Leaves Public Swinging’

MORRISTOWN — As legislators
and the public await details of Gover-
nor Jon Corzine’s driving tax, which
will result in an increase in toll hikes,
the Governor left Tuesday for Switzer-
land to participate in the World Eco-
nomic Forum, prompting Assembly-
man Richard Merkt to question the
timing of such a trip.

“The Governor of New Jersey is jet-
ting off to Davos, Switzerland, for the
week, where he will be incommunicado
while legislators and the fine people of
this state are left behind twisting in the
wind desperately seeking details of his
latest fiscal scheme,” said Mr. Merkt.

“He’s Governor of New Jersey, for
Pete’s sake, not head of the World Bank.
He should be here, answering an anxious
public’s questions about the largest state
borrowing scheme in American history,
rather than sipping lattes at a Swiss
resort.”

The Associated Press reported that
Governor Corzine left for Switzerland
Tuesday to attend the World Economic
Forum, where he will participate in ses-
sions on urban mobility and global warm-
ing. He is also expected to spend vaca-
tion time with his girlfriend.

“New Jersey is in the throes of an
economic disaster, and Mr. Corzine is
off on European ‘holiday,’ where he’ll
also be engaged in global-warming dis-
cussions while leaving the people who
elected him out in the cold,” Mr. Merkt
said.

Governor Corzine rolled out his ‘mon-
etization’ plan earlier this month in which
he wants to borrow $40 billion up front,

which will be repaid through increased
tolls on state highways. He also has
called for adding tolls on Route 440 in
Middlesex County.

The Corzine scheme includes the cre-
ation of a nonprofit “public benefit cor-
poration” (PBC), whose board of direc-
tors would be appointed by Governor
Corzine and who would have the power
to raise tolls. The independent PBC would
manage the tolls roads and its revenues
without being accountable to elected
officials.

Mr. Merkt said the Governor is pres-
suring the Legislature to pass the driv-
ing-tax plan sometime in March even
though he has yet to release full details of
the proposal.

“This is classic Corzine. Keep the lid
on details of a plan until the very last
minute, then release bits and pieces and
ram it through the Legislature. That’s
what he did with his new school-funding
formula, which OLS (nonpartisan Of-
fice of Legislative Services) said is
flawed,” Mr. Merkt said.

“It’s time the Democrats stop rubber
stamping the Governor’s irresponsible
gimmicks. And it’s time for this Gover-
nor to come clean with our residents.”

“Unfortunately, it doesn’t look like
that’s going to happen,” he continued.
“Instead, the Corzine Administration is
fast-tracking a bill to mortgage key state
assets for the next three quarters of a
century so Prince Jon can go on a multi-
billion dollar shopping spree. And now’s
he’s conveniently ‘unavailable’ as we
draw nearer to his self-imposed dead-
line.”
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Honor Roll
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

First Marking Period

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School Interim Principal Dennis Fyffe
announced the first marking period
honor roll for the 2007-2008 school
year.

Westfield High School recognizes
student achievement every marking
period at two levels: Honor Roll and
Distinguished Honor Roll.

For the classes of 2006 and 2007, a
student must attain all A’s in academic
subjects and no grade below a B in any
non-academic subject for inclusion on
the Distinguished Honor Roll or a grade
of A or B on all subjects, academic or
non-academic, for inclusion on the
Honor Roll.

Beginning with the Class of 2008,
determination of inclusion on the Honor
Roll will be based on the following
criteria: For the Distinguished Honor
Roll, the GPA must be between 3.75
and 4.0, with no grade lower than a B.
For the Honor Roll, the GPA must be
between 3.5 and 3.74, with no grade
lower than a B.

NINTH GRADE –
REGULAR

Valentin Allard, Jessica Allen, Victoria
Aloupis, Madeleine Archambault, Kerry Austin,
Ethan Barnes, Rachel Baron, Chloe Birkenthal,
Michael Blutfield, Truman Boyes, Brian Cantor,
Devin Cash, Jakob Cerra, Nicholas Chopey,
Daniella Ciampa, Sean Clark, Caitlin Coleman,
Tierny Cummings, Lauren Darchi, Jesse
Demartino, Nicholas Depalma, Marisa Difabio,
Olivia Dunham, Daniel Eliades, Anna Fetter,
Steven Forgash, Dickens Fowler, Josh Fried-
man, Haozhe Gao, Rebecca Glasserbaker, Emily
Goldstein, Erik Gozdieski, Kathryn Halliburton,
Charlotte Harmer, Charli Herrington, Gregory
Howard, Alexander Jedruszczak, Meghan
Jenkins, Yasemin Karamete, Andrew Kirna,
Daniel Klibaner, Evan Korunow, Roman
Krywulych, Lijingzi Li, Brenna Logue, John
Lorentzen, Kyle Mackechnie, Christopher
Mannino, Christina Martinez, Cara Martone,
Mikhail Maslyuk, Natalie Materek, Matthew
Mcevoy, Connor Melofchik, Charles Milrod,
Madison Mone, Brian Monteiro, Kevin Morris,
Andrew Murray, Henry Obrien, Dylan Olson,
Lucas Pellegrino, Michael Pohling, Travis
Przybylski, Bryan Reilly, William Riggs, Olivia
Ryan, Kyle Saggio, Kaitlin Schurig, Jennifer
Sexton, Megan Sharkey, Stephanie Skoller,
Stefani Spector, Matthew Stierhoff, Adrian
Szycowski, Rachel Tabak, Francesca Tilocca,
Sirena Van Epp, Ellen Walsh, Connor Walters,
Samantha Weidman, Brian Williams, Chelsea
Wolf, Timothy Younger, Kelly Zubizarreta

NINTH GRADE –
DISTINGUISHED

Jenelle Abbattista, Astrid Adriaens, Amanda
Adsit, John Allen, Paige Alvarez, Mackenzie
Anderson, Taylor Anderson, Mark Androconis,
Nicholas Attanasio, Rakhee Barai, Rishi Barai,
Patrick Bergin, Alison Birnbaum, Adrian Bizzaro,
Jane Braun, Morgan Bungerz, Eric Byer, Juliana
Capuano, Jillian Ceasrine, Hoon Byung Chae,
Emily Chan, Ashtyn Chen, Alan Chu, Patrick
Conlon, Alyssa Conte, Lauren Corcoran, Sarah
Crawford, Tara Culnan, Rebecca Delafuente,
Juliette Diaz, Brooke Domino, Elizabeth Driscoll,
Wenqi Duan, Meghan Dunn, Sara Durst, Colin
Eldridge, Nicole Eniclerico, Justin Erickson,
Casey Federbusch, Danielle Fields, Colin
Fitzhenry, Abigail Flaherty, Margaux Fleschler,
Emma Foley, Michael Foley, Alexandra Frankel,
Nicole Frankfort, Emma Franks, Sarah Frantz,
Katherine Frega, Alec Friedlander, Catalina
Gaglioti, Alexander Garcia, Andrew Garfinkel,
Tzvetelina Garneva, John Gentile, Alison Glynn,
Betsy Goellner, Dana Gottdiener, Joseph
Greenspan, Rachel Gross, Courtney Gurkas,
Cornelius Haggerty, Edward Han, Julia Harbaugh,
Rachel Harth, Alyssa Hatch, Alexandra Hawkins,
Evan Heroux, Evan Hindes, Megan Hoerrner,
Madeline Horowitz, Margaret Jacobi, Ravi Jha,
Melanie Johnson, Catherine Johnston, Michael
Jones, Tracy Kaplan, Megan Kaveney, Daniel
Kerr, Kevin Kessler, Madeline Komar, Hannah
Kronick, Abigail Kwok, Jeffrey Laforge, Hoyee
Lam, Meredith Latimer, Justin Lee, Joseph
Leopold, Michael Levidy, Corey Lipschutz,
James Lisooey, Charlotte Lorentzen, Emily Mack,
Anne Maguire, Diana Mason, Joshua Mazen, Mc
Cabe Colleen, Katherine Mckinley, Christopher
Mench, Danielle Miller, Amanda Minken, Shan-
non Mooney, Amelia Morabito, Melissa
Morawski, Christopher Morrissey, Kevin
Mulvey, Alexis Murphy, Morgan Murphy, Char-
lotte Murtishaw, Priyanka Nayer, Francine Nieva,
Elisa Niva, David Osterman, Emma Partridge,
Katherine Ponce, Hannah Purdy, Christine Pyo,
Eric Rackear, Rachel Rickles, Alexei Riddle,
Matthew Ritter, Amber Roberson, Laura Rogut,
Allison Rose, Robyn Rosenzweig, Jessica Russo,
Jill Salisbury, Justin Sandler, Matthew Santry,
Christina Scaglione, Katherine Schaaf, Nicole
Schmeider, Olivia Scrofani, Jenna Sharkey, Dylan
Shepcaro, Emma Shor, Joshua Simmons, Wyatt
Smith, Eric Solomon, Robert Steinfeld, Caitlin
Storcks, Meghan Sullivan, Peter Surace, Meghan
Suriano, Gabrielle Tanji, Matthew Tarantino,
Angela Tata, Margot Tishberg, Daniel Tivenan,
Jamie Torcicollo, Joseph Toresco, Alexandra
Tully, Samantha Waldman, Isabelle Weisman,
Madison Weist, Cheryl Wu, Deborah Wu,
Tianzuo Xu, John Yingling, Zachary Zagorski,
Larry Zhang, Adam Ziering

TENTH GRADE –
REGULAR

Sara Aleksandravicius, Allison Ammermuller,
Robert Anderson, Hayley Baker, Zachary
Bakhtin, David Ballan, Katherine Bange, Leslie
Bartsch, Matthew Basile, John Bohlinger,
Meghan Brody, Jacquelyn Buckman, Andrew
Cordeiro, Jennifer Cortese, Madeleine Dejohn,
Adam Dibattista, Mitchell Dornfeld, Steven
Fallon, David Fishman, Melissa Ford, Gregory
Fortino, Meghan Freudenheim, Rachel Fried-
man, Shelley Fussman, Trent Gabriel, Margaret

Gaskill, Emily Goodman, Brittany Graham, Ed-
ward Greener, Dylan Hirtler, David Kabakow,
Jill Kandigian, Zachary Laporta, Jaclyn Laspata,
Rachael Lobo, Kevin Machlowitz, Ian
Mackenzie, Drew Margolis, Amanda Markowski,
Rachel Mcgovern, Matthew Meserole, Marisa
Mormile, Lisa Nehring, Sara Nelson, Hugo
Nolasco, Joshua Perlman, Gaffney Peterson,
Karina Polaskova, Patrick Porta, Wade Preston,
Stephanie Rego, Melissa Riegel, Chanel
Roberson, Jessica Rodriguez, Meredith Romer,
Evan Rosenburgh, Amy Rosenfeld, Lindsay
Roussin, Matthew Sanders, Julian Seltzer, Rob-
ert Sinisi, Emma Smelkinson, Reid Smith, Joshua
Solomon, Morgan Spencer, Maxwell St. Lifer,
Andrew Storcks, Janya Tagat, John Taylor, Chris-
tina Tsui, Gabriella Van Ness, Diana Vasel,
Queenie Villa, Emily Weeks, Austin Wenta,
Melissa Wong, Alexa Zepka

TENTH GRADE –
DISTINGUISHED

Jamie Ackerman, Meredith Ambinder, Elaine
Anderson, Elise Annis, Calvin Antoniewicz,
Nicole Aronson, Christin Aswad, David
Athenson, Caraugh Ball, Scott Bernstein, Megan
Boersig, Zachary Bowman, Katie Brennan, Emily
Budnick, Abigail Burton, Michael Byrne,
Samantha Cavanagh, Amanda Centrella,
Gabrielle Cerami, Victoria Cheung, Danny Choo,
Robert Ciarrocca, Kevin Clancy, Sara Connery,
Tara Criscuolo, Sam Crossland, Lacy Cummings,
Tyler Cusick, Monica D’amico, Katherine
Davidson, Elizabeth Dennerlein, Kathleen
Dooley, Shannon Doyle, Michael Eilbacher, Jen-
nifer Eisenberg, Jonathan Erman, Kathleen Esler,
Caroline Fahey, Sharon Faktor, Christopher
Fantini, Benjamin Fine, Alex Furlong, Kevin
Furlong, Bridget Gallagher, Michael Gismondi,
Sarah Glickstein, Michael Greco, Sophie Greene,
Emily Harris, Emily Harris, Kate Heffernan,
Zachary Helfand, Kyle Higgins, Anneliese
Himmel, Valerie Hoffman, Leslie Holt, Miles
Hsu, Lauren Hughes, Halli James, Ryan Jennings,
Elizabeth Kamel, Michael Kelley, Anne Knisely,
Sara Koznecki, Joseph Kramkowski, Ryan
Krasnoo, Elaina Kujawski, Kristin Kukis,
Stephanie Kuntz, Suzanne Lemberg, Melissa
Littman, Kamil Lupicki, Dalton Mack, Grace
Mackenzie, Brian Maehl, Olivia Magnanini, Jes-
sica Margolies, Laura Marvin, Nicholas Mcalister,
Mary Mckevitt, Adam Metz, Gregory Mitchell,
Sara Mitchell, Jessica Mondon, Samuel Mumford,
Grace Mustard, Daniel Nash, Luke Nobile,
Michael Oster, Elizabeth Penczak, Kristin Peyton,
Anna Powell, Megan Pulliam, Megan Ramage,
Katie Ramire, Adam Reich, Megan Reilly, Alison
Ricardo, Jenna Rodrigues, Alicia Rogers, Amy
Roggenburg, Rebecca Romano, Michael Rosin,
Michael Ruschmann, Kevin Russell, Philip Russo,
Patrick Sabatino, Michal Sagal, Andrew
Sauerwein, Drew Schapow, Maxwell Schuster,
Ryan Scrudato, Sean Scrudato, Samantha Seib,
Arielle Silverman, Dylan Simon, Justin Snyder,
Virginia Spinelli, Julia Spiridigliozzi, Graeme
Stahl, Lindsay Steinbach, Kelly Sullivan, Jake
Sussman, Sarah Szollar, Kamal Tamboli, Scott
Thien, Madeline Tiedrich, Rosalba Vasquez,
Diana Venezia, Peter Waddell, Yixiao Wang,
Kelsey Wilson, Rosina Wissel, Matthew Wronski,
Siyu Xiao, Caroline Yeager

ELEVENTH GRADE –
REGULAR

Claire Algarin, Brandi Alvarez, Neil Amato,
Jennifer Ames, Elizabeth Antonelli, Jonathan
Berman, Mallory Boesch, Tessa Bohman, Amy
Brown, Martha Cain, Jack Camillo, Alexa
Cassaro, Alexander Chartrain, Benjamin Colvin,
Alexis Constantine, Alex Debbie, Anthony Di
Iorio, Nicholas Dougert, Eric Fahrenthold, Lauren
Farrell, Christine Feldbauer, Maryenne Ferreira,
Mark Fischetti, Michael Foley, Elizabeth Fredas,
Zachary Friss, Daryl Garfinkel, Nina Godbee,
Natalie Golikov, Ryan Gradel, Pamela
Hernandez, Matthew Isabella, Allison Jakobovic,
Gabrielle Jakub, Jennifer Jeanlouis, Christopher
Jenkins, Sneha Kakileti, James Kazazis, Ross
Kettleson, Joann Khadaran, Julia Knaus, Eliza-
beth Lisooey, Erin Lukowiak, Kathleen Lynes,
Nichola Mavrogiannis, Kathryn Millen, Char-
lotte Morabito, Alyson Moskowitz, Thomas
Mruz, Brian Muller, Lauren Nemiroff, Julia
Partenope, Kiran Patankar, Evan Paulan,
Katherine Payne, Jaclyn Pellicano, William Perry,
Matthew Pogue, Ross Pohling, Alexander Powell,
Philip Queller, Robert Realmuto, Samuel
Reichbach, Casey Reimlinger, Christiana Ricciuti,
Bessie Roca, Nicole Scalera, Matthew Scharpf,
Maxwell Scher, Colleen Smith, Jay Tieman,
Patrick Tresnan, Ross Tucker, Alexandra Tunis,
Douglas Velasco, Stephanie Wang, Julia Watkins,
Andrew Weiss, Timothy Woods, Patrick
Younger, Danielle Zamarelli, Arielle Ziering,
Jordyn Zucker

ELEVENTH GRADE –
DISTINGUISHED

Kathryn Abruzzo, Stephanie Albright, Julian
Applebaum, Paul Bai, Michelle Ball, Hanna
Berman, Sara Birkenthal, Vlad Bouchouev, Jillian
Brinberg, Julia Burns, Shelby Carlin, Charles
Cary, Tara Castellone, Matthew Catenacci,
Kristina Chabrier, Amanda Chang, James Chu,
Dylan Clark, Devin Cline, Philip Cohn, Anthony
De Paolo, Sophie Dekoningteasdale, Christo-
pher Delafuente, Daniel Dickstein, Jennifer
Dilzell, Shannon Foley, Zachary Frantz, Amanda
Garfinkel, Sophia Geskin, Briana Goncalves,
Kelsey Greenfield, Aileen Grogan, Bridget
Grogan, Eric Hagstrom, Tara Handza, Monica
Hong, James Hughes, Michael Irving, Melinda
Jimenez, Christopher Joyce, Kathryn Kiefer, Da
Seul Kim, Hsiaoting Ko, Rachel Kreutzer, Chris-
topher Latimer, Jenna Leopold, Alice Li, Jason
Lipschutz, Justin Lo, Maria Lomaka, Amber
Lutey, Catherine Maguire, Taylor Manetti, Ezra
Margolin, Joseph Martoglio, Joseph Mcgrath,
Elizabeth Mccarthy, John Mcgrory, Natalie
Morrison, Daniel Morse, Anna Morton, Shan-
non Murray, Taylor Murtishaw, Elaheh Nozari,
Mairead Oboyle, Robert Orourke, Su Pak, Nicole
Papadopoulos, Andrea Petrarca, Thomas Purcell,
David Pusar, Ryan Ragoza, Anne Re, Samantha
Ritter, Daniel Russo, Abigail Ryan, Brigid Ryan,
Joshua Schwartz, Jeannette Sharpless, Christo-
pher Sheehan, Melissa Shulman, Erieneheidi
Sidhom, Amanda Simmons, Moira Smith, Marisa
Stotter, Ellen Straus, Lauren Sullivan, Marguer-
ite Sulmont, Ravi Tamboli, Dean Thompson,
Michael Tormey, Jennifer Weidman, Amy Weiss,
George Wharam, Peter Williams, Jamie

Wisniewski, Bianca Wong, Alan Workman,
Julianne Yee, Joseph Yoo, Daniel Zavaro, Tara
Zierler, Steven Zilberberg

TWELFTH – REGULAR
Lindsey Archambault, Dennis Bartsch,

Brendan Berkowitz, Andres Betancourt, Kristen
Boersig, Nina Brownstone, Scott Camuto, Chris-
topher Chin, Patrick Clancy, Christina Cognetti,
Elise Colasanti, Marlena Cortese, Michael Dibble,
Kerriann Dooley, Benjamin Dornfeld, Emily
Doskow, Michele Eniclerico, Caroline Fallon,
Andrew Foltzmorrison, Marissa Friedman, Mat-
thew Fritz, Alexander Fruchtman, Emily Fusco,
Ariel Gale, Paige Geraghty, Brian Gibbons,
Katherine Goellner, Allison Grasso, Alexander
Greenspan, Jessica Harmer, Agustina Healy,
Salonia Henry, Alexandria Hurtt, Michael Kane,
Angela Kerins, Kaitlin Kominsky, Dzmitry
Lamianski, Allison Land, Eunsol-Victoria Lee,
John Levidy, Mitchael Mahar, Rajmonda Maliqi,
Joseph Maran, Benjamin Mason, Holly Messina,
Montana Metzger, Ariel Mone, Christina
Obiajulu, Jong Pak, Rachel Patterson, Kevin
Paul, Marissa Perch, Andrew Realmuto, Mark
Reimlinger, Kimberly Ripperger, Robert Scaliti,
Ellen Scariati, Kelly Seeger, Megan Sherman,
Deborah Siegel, Patrick Stanley, Sean Sullivan,
Michael Tannenbaum, Charles Tripp, Annmarie
Valentine, Nicole Venezia, Bethany Verdone,
Lauren Vidal, Lauren Weiner, Reece Weiner,
Katharine Young

TWELVTH GRADE –
DISTINGUISHED

Timothy Adamcik, James Adams, Jessica
Anderson, Alexandra Annis, Marlee Austin,
Samantha Avis, Erin Bange, Ben Baron, Jeremy
Bender, Claire Bennett, Danielle Bercovicz,
Anusuya Bharadwaj, Matthew Blutfield, Lauren
Brachman, Jennifer Brotman, Caitlin Burke,
Emma Byer, Andrew Calvaruso, Jessica Campo,
Alex Chaves, Catherine Cognetti, Jordana
Confino, Kyle Cortley, Lauren Couture, Emily
Cozzi, Erica Crowley, Andrew Cunningham,

MAKING A PROCLAMATION…Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky signs proc-
lamation for Catholic Schools Week with students from Holy Trinity Interparochial
School.

LAB RATS…Technology is fully integrated into the St. Bartholomew Academy
curriculum. The Mobile Laptop Learning Lab, shown above, remains popular
with students.

Eric Curialle, Barbara Dagosto, Julie Daurio,
Joshua David, Ian Devaney, Melvin Diep, Alison
Donohue, Katherine Douglas, Rose Driscoll, Evan
Einstein, William Eisenberg, Andrea Ellis, Eliza-
beth Engel, Josefine Eriksson, John Falzon,
Matthew Feniger, Renee Ferio, Cornelius
Fitzpatrick, Vincent Fitzpatrick, Benjamin Flast,
Tara Fowler, Travis Fox, Lauren Frankfort, Chris-
topher Franks, Evan Friedman, Rachel Ganz,
Matthew Gelmetti, William Geltzeiler, Matthew
Gralla, Aidan Granstrand, Rachel Gray, Mat-
thew Green, Britta Greene, Peter Griesmer, Diane
Hagmann, Elizabeth Harbaugh, Brandon Heroux,
Caitlin Hewett, Benjamin Hiller, Jonathan Holt,
Jame Hooperhamersley, Lauren Huff, Neil
Huskey, Melanie Jackson, Christine Kandigian,
Henry Kaye, Maria Kheyman, Ji Seul Kim,
Jaclyn Kirna, Ross Kleiman, Kristen Koepfler,
Alexander Kopp, Stephanie Korunow, Tim
Kuehn, Robert La Forge, Alison Lambert, Max
Lazar, Toni Ma, Benjamin Maimon, Daniel
Markowski, Pamela Marks, Gillian Mcgovern,
Rebecca Mcnulty, Pratik Mehta, Michael Melillo,
Katherine Meylor, Kimberly Morawski, Marissa
Mumford, Haley Mustard, Gregory Nelson, Scott
Newman, Ellen Obrien, Gabrielle Oleary, Aditi
Parekh, Corrine Parkinson, Andrew Patel-
Schneider, Alexandra Pecora, Gerard Pierre,
Maya Pincus, Stephanie Pinheiro, Evan Porch,
Ioanna Protogiannis, Carolyn Raphael, Charles
Read, Michael Rediker, Josephine Reinhardt,
Crista Ricci, Jorie Richlinzack, Katherine Rob-
erts, Stephanie Rowe, Kirk Sabnani, Tessa Schaaf,
Sari Schwartz, Erin Scialabba, Daniel Selert,
Roshni Shah, Kevin Shallcross, Evan Shapiro,
Jordan Sharif, Jessica Sheft-Ason, Anna Smith,
Melissa Souto, Vincent Spinelli, Casey Steinberg,
Alannah Suchomel, Jacqueline Sull, Kelli
Sullivan, Liane Sullivan, Danielle Tepper, Lind-
say Tishberg, Christine Tolias, Julia Valentin,
Joseph Vall-Llobera, Brittany Vansickle, Alexa
Vella, Melissa Virzi, Lindsay Walsh, Emily
Walus, Cindy Wang, Daniela Weiner, Hannah
Weisman, Kristian Wendel, Hannah Wharam,
John Wilt, Cathryn Winchester, Domenick
Wissel, Matthew Wolski, Tianyou Xu, Trevor
Yee, Xinyi Zhang.

St. Bartholomew to Host
Special Open House, Jan. 29
SCOTCH PLAINS – St.

Bartholomew Academy in Scotch Plains
will welcome prospective student fami-
lies and guests during Catholic Schools
Week.

A special open house will be held on
Tuesday, January 29, from 9 until 11:30
a.m. The event will highlight the
academy’s new academic programs and
offer the opportunity to observe class-
room programs in action.

In addition to modern classrooms,
the school offers computer labs, music
and art rooms, a gymnasium with a full
stage, a fully equipped science lab, a
library and media center, as well as an
expansive outdoor recreation area.

The school also employs SmartBoard
technology and computer-based learn-
ing. “Our transition to an academy
model highlights our continued com-
mitment to value-centered education,”
said Father John Paladino, pastor of St.
Bartholomew Parish.

“We are excited about the continued
addition of new programs and what that
will mean for our students,” he said.

New additions to the curriculum in-
clude a Writing Across the Curriculum
program that meets once per week in
grades 3 through 8.

This program integrates topics from
other courses of study such as science,
math, social studies and religion into
writing pieces such as persuasive es-
says, brochures, compare-and-contrast
pieces and research reports.

Technology is used in the form of a
Mobile Laptop Learning Lab to publish
students’ final work. Technology is fur-
ther integrated into the curriculum at St.
Bartholomew Academy by the use of
SmartBoard technology, the Mobile
Laptop Learning Lab, the use of a com-
puter room with Internet access and the
use of digital projectors.

The academy’s fully equipped sci-
ence lab has the benefit of laptop com-
puters connected to the Internet. The
enhanced technology program also in-
cludes a Technology Intern Program
for those students who wish to learn
more about the use of maintenance of
the school’s desktop computers, laptops,
SmartBoards and computer lab.

A successful Character Education
Program is in place at St. Bartholomew
Academy and follows the Character
Counts! Program designed by the Jo-
sephson Institute Center for Youth Eth-
ics.

Pillars of character, including respon-
sibility, respect, caring, citizenship,
trustworthiness and fairness, will be
studied throughout the year.

All classes will experience each pil-
lar at the same time with cross-curricu-
lar themes and activities.

For 2008-2009, the academy’s early-
childhood program will be expanded to
include a full-day 3-Year-old pre-kin-
dergarten program that will be offered
on a five- or three-day, per-week basis.

The early-childhood program also

includes a full-day 4-Year-old pre-kin-
dergarten program and full-day kinder-
garten program.

St. Bartholomew Academy also of-
fers a complete sports program that
includes basketball, softball, baseball,
track, and cheerleading.

A recent addition to the performing-
arts programs at the academy includes
performing arts in the middle-school
language-arts curriculum and an after-
school drama club.

Each class attends performances at
the New Jersey Performing Arts Cen-
ter, the Paper Mill Playhouse and the
Raritan Valley Community Center The-
ater.

Art and music classes are taught as
part of the Fine Arts program, and in-
strumental music is available to stu-
dents in Grades 4 through 8 with Future
Musicians.

After-school programs include en-
richment classes for students in grades
K through 8. This program has included
offerings such as chess, science wiz-
ardry, math games and puzzles, as well
as Tae Kwon Do. For Grades Pre-K
through 3, an extended-day after-care
program is also available.

“Our academy is well positioned to
be among the quality Catholic schools
in Union County,” Sister Louise
Lauretti, principal of St. Bartholomew
Academy, said.

“Our new offerings continue our tra-
dition of quality education,” she added.

St. Bartholomew Academy serves
grades pre-kindergarten through 8 and
is located at 2032 Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains. The school is co-spon-
sored by St. Bartholomew and Immacu-
late Heart of Mary parishes in Scotch
Plains.

Registration for the 2008-2009 school
year is scheduled for Monday, Febru-
ary 4, at 7 p.m. in the school cafeteria.
More information about the open house
and registration can be obtained from
the school office at (908) 322-4265.
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Beauty is an Attitude
By ALEXA ZEPKA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: Alexa attended a body-
image assembly and wrote her thoughts
on the event.

On a daily basis, the typical ques-
tions that suffuse the minds of Westfield
High School students include, “Why
do I have three papers due on Friday?”
“How am I gonna finish the project
that’s due tomorrow…tonight?” “Wait
a sec, how many chapters were we
supposed to have read for today?” and,
especially now, “How am I possibly
gonna have time to study for all five
midterms?”

With such an overpoweringly brutal
ocean of stress constantly pulling us
farther and farther down into its wrath,
the last bit of pressure we need is that
related to body image.

Unfortunately, the overly analyzed
way in which students perceive one
another and the longing the vast major-
ity embraces to appear flawless lay the
foundation upon which self-esteem
problems will inevitably compile.

On the evening of Tuesday, January
8, “The Guy and Girl Thing III: Body
Image Edition,” was performed at 7:30
p.m. in the WHS auditorium. It was a
show geared out not only towards the
high-school audience but to parents,
teachers and middle-school students as
well.

A plethora of examples revealed how
the media deceives society into believ-
ing that models are picturesque figures
who should be idolized as symbols of
perfection.

The crowd observed a Dove com-
mercial in which a model arrived at a
photography shoot looking tired, weary
and unattractive, only to be gracing a
huge billboard hours later with an im-
peccable complexion (and a much thin-
ner face).

Students also performed monologues
that conveyed how they nitpicked them-
selves or, because of the actions of
others, became unable to feel confident
about who they are.

To expand on the conflicts various
teens face everyday when they see their
reflections staring back at them, per-
formers each stood before a mirror cen-
tered on the stage, and, while studying
their image, reenacted the most com-
mon reaction human beings have to
doing this – they noted the most unfor-
tunate characteristic about themselves,
sighed and walked away.

In addition to focusing on the seri-
ousness body-image problems can re-
sult in, such as eating disorders, depres-
sion and an incurable longing for one to
slip into their favorite celebrity’s shoes

(and never take them off), “The Guy
and Girl Thing III: Body Image Edi-
tion,” used a comical, and surprisingly
effective, twist to broadcast the mes-
sage: “love the skin you’re in.”

Students produced a video-clip spoof
off of the MTV program, “Pimp My
Ride” and titled it, “Pimp My Face.”

This film revolved around a girl so
preoccupied with expunging her minor
imperfections that she sought out cos-
metic surgery (which is where Xzibit
and Mad Mike came in), only to wind
up looking considerably unfavorable
afterward.

The performance ended with stu-
dents modeling a clothing line in which
they were able to be proud of who they
are and simply love themselves without
feeling an oppressive need for losing
weight or receiving implants.

T-shirts highlighted catchphrases
such as “I <3 My Schnoz,” on students
who desired a nose job earlier in the
program.

As roars of applause permeated the
auditorium, before the cast members
took their final bow, they all turned
around, transforming from a string of
people wearing loose-fitting white T-
shirts embellished with self-assuring
statements trailing across their chests,
to the sentence: Beauty is an attitude.

The overall message of “The Guy
and Girl Thing III: Body Image Edi-
tion,” was not to let anyone or anything
delude you into believing that you are
not beautiful.

Beauty is the way you carry yourself.
It is your confidence, your strong-will
and your ability to ignore people’s un-
necessary comments and excel far be-
yond them (it is not just being able to
wear a size zero jeans or having an
eight-pack of abs).

The five-step process to live by in
order to be fully transfigured by this
extreme beauty makeover includes: 1.
Work with what you’ve got 2. Don’t let
the media define beauty 3. Watch your
mouth 4. Focus on the positive and 5.
Treat your body right.

Everybody, guy and girl, may feel
pressured to change the person who
they truly are at some point in time in
order to attain the beauty they feel de-
void of.

They might begin to visualize them-
selves as being inferior to models and
celebrities, dwell on the number that
stares up at them while standing on a
scale and feel insecure about them-
selves in general, not knowing that the
beauty they are striving for already
exists within them and is eagerly wait-
ing to be introduced to the
world…through attitude!

Holy Trinity Celebrates
Catholic School Week 2008

WESTFIELD – Plans are underway at
Holy Trinity Interparochial School to
celebrate Catholic Schools Week from
January 27 through February 1. The theme
for this year is: “Catholic Schools Light
The Way.”

Sister Maureen Fichner, principal, an-
nounced that the weeklong celebration
would begin with masses on January 27
celebrated at the three co-sponsoring par-
ishes, Holy Trinity and St. Helen in
Westfield, as well as Our Lady of Lourdes
in Mountainside.

Students will participate in all the
masses, along with parent speakers who
will offer reflections on their Trinity ex-
periences.

The St. Helen’s liturgy takes place at
9:15 a.m., Our Lady of Lourdes at 9:30
a.m. and Holy Trinity at noon.

An open house and registration session
will be held at the Westfield campus
following the noon mass at Holy Trinity
Church. An open house and registration
session will take place at the Mountainside
campus following the 9:30 mass at Our
Lady of Lourdes.

Numerous events are scheduled to mark
the week, including a special faculty
breakfast, pizza parties, pep rallies, vol-
leyball games and movie time. At the
conclusion of the week, the faculty will

be given a luncheon by the parents, and
students will enjoy a private afternoon
skating party at U.S. Skates in
Woodbridge.

A new feature this year includes a
talent show to be held at Our Lady of
Lourdes on February 2 at 3 p.m. Proceeds
from the show will benefit the children of
Kenya with whom computer teacher Delia
Chamorro has been working. Mrs.
Chamorro traveled to Kenya to do mis-
sion work last year.

“Catholic Schools Week allows the
community special time to celebrate the
goodness and success of not just our school
but of Catholic schools throughout the
world. Truly, Catholic schools light the
way through their emphasis on sound
academics and the Gospel message,” Sis-
ter Maureen said.

Jeannie McGovern and Rose McEwen
chair Catholic School Week ‘08. Ms.
McGovern said, “This is a wonderful
time for us to recognize the many people
who work together to make our school
great.”

Parents may also receive information
about enrolling children in the Middle-
states-accredited school by calling (908)
233-0484 for Westfield (Grades 1 to 8)
and (908) 233-1899 for Mountainside
(Pre-K 2 ½ to Kindergarten).

Cadet Callahan Earns
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD – Cadet Sean Callahan
of Westfield was recently honored for
outstanding academic achievement at
The Citadel, The Military College of
South Carolina, during the fall semes-
ter of the 2007-2008 academic years.

The cadet achieved Dean’s-list rec-
ognition, which is given to those cadets
and active-duty military students regis-
tered for 12 or more semester hours
whose grade-point ratio is 3.2 or higher,
with no grade below a C for the previ-
ous semester’s work.

In addition, the cadet earned a Gold
Star for achieving a 3.7 grade point
average or higher.

Cadet Callahan is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Callahan.

Graduate to Bike Cross-
Country to Fight Cancer

SCOTCH PLAINS – Daniel Ingram,
a 2006 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) graduate and Scotch
Plains resident, will take part in this
summer’s Hopkins 4K for Cancer cross-
country bicycle ride across America to
raise funds for the fight against cancer.

He is dedicating his ride to the
memory of his grandfather, Eddie, who
taught Daniel to love life and explore
his own curiosity.

Hopkins 4K is a student-run, non-
profit organization dedicated to unit-
ing communities across the country in
the fight against cancer.

Each summer, a group of college
students undertake a 4,000-mile, 10-
week bicycle trip from the Johns
Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md.,
to the Golden Gate Bridge in San
Francisco, Calif.

Since its founding in 2001, Hopkins
4K has raised more than $300,000 for
various causes, including the American
Cancer Society’s Hope Lodge, a network
of temporary residences for cancer pa-
tients and their families. Since Hopkins
4K is able to cover all trip costs through
the generosity of supporters, 100 percent
of all donations will go to charity.

Daniel is seeking support from the
community. Tax-deductible contribu-
tions in Daniel’s behalf may be made
online at active.com/donate/
hopkins4k/H4KDIngram.

Checks made payable to “JHU
Hopkins 4K for Cancer” may be sent
to: Hopkins4K for Cancer, Attn: Daniel
Ingram, Levering Hall, Suite 200, 3400

N. Charles Street, Baltimore, MD
21218.

For more information on the
Hopkins4K for Cancer, visit
hopkins4k.org.

School Website Hits
Exceeds 1 Million

WESTFIELD – More than a mil-
lion people have viewed the Westfield
Public Schools website, only two-and-
a-half years since its creation.

As of January 18, the website re-
ceived 1,038,063 “hits” on the
homepage, westfieldnjk12.org. Ac-
cording to Barbara Mammen, super-
visor of Instructional Technology and
original designer of the site, “We now
have more than 500 ‘webmasters’ in
Westfield, which includes administra-
tors, teachers, secretaries and PTO
members who update information on
a regular basis.”

“It’s a thriving site and a wonderful
means for communicating to our par-
ents and the community at large,” Su-
perintendent Margaret Dolan said.

The latest addition to the district’s
website is access to information about
Lincoln School, which can be found at
westfieldnjk12.org/lincoln.

“We are very excited about the open-
ing of our Early Childhood Learning
Center at Lincoln School in Septem-
ber 2008,” the superintendent said.
“The website will continue to be up-
dated with timely information for our
community.”
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High School Juniors! 

        
Coaches and Admissions' Officers  

Need Your Recruiting DVD's Now!! 

 
Order a Free Demonstration DVD Today! 

Boomerang Video - (908) 447-4594/boomervid.com 

 

THINKING ABOUT SELLING YOUR HOME ? 

Discover the Competitive Advantage of the 

 BIPS HOME MARKETING STRATEGY  

Custom Designed to Protect YOUR Equity 
 

CONTACT ME TODAY FOR A FREE 

HOME EVALUATION & CONSULTATION 

AND TO REQUEST MY FREE 18 PAGE REPORT: 

  SHOWCASE YOUR HOME    
Setting The Stage for a Successful Sale 

 

GEORGE 

BIPS 
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE® 

Cell: 908.477.5379 

Email:  George@BipsRE.com 

YOUR FULL-TIME, EXPERIENCED 

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL 

 

Visit My Online Real Estate Center at 

www.WestfieldAreaHomes.com 
 

 

 

Properties Unlimited, REALTORS® 
 

OFFICE:  908.233.9292 ext. 5495 

200 NORTH AVENUE EAST  -  WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 
 

Each RE/MAX Office is Independently Owned & Operated     

BARNES, DeFREITAS PIN; BARBER, SHAFFER WIN BIG

Blue Devil Matmen Challenge
Rahway Indians in 42-26 Loss

MILLER NETS 11 POINTS, JAICHON PULLS 10 BOARDS

Blue Devil Cagers Maneuver
Past Lady Raiders, 27-25

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Erin Miller banged a 3-
pointer with 57 seconds remaining
and senior Gab O’Leary sank a free
throw with 13 seconds on the clock to
earn the Westfield High School girls
basketball team a 27-25 victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in Westfield
on January 19. Nervous excitement
from the intense rivalry accounted
for such a low scoring game.

“We couldn’t make a basket. How
many open shots did we have? We
couldn’t even hit the rim on some of
them,” said Raider Head Coach Bruce
Davis. “As a result, where our strength
is rebounding, there were no re-
bounds. Whether it was nerves or not,
we didn’t hit today.”

“This was a nerve-racking game.
It’s always like that,” said Miller.

The 7-5 Raiders got an early jump
when forward Jackie Law (9 points, 6
rebounds, 3 steals, 2 assists) hit a 2-

pointer, was fouled and sank the free
throw. Molly Meehan (6 points, 2
steals, 1 assist) whished a 3-pointer
to put the Raiders in front, 6-0, but
neither team could find the net for six
minutes until Blue Devil Charlotte
O’Leary nailed a 3-pointer at the
buzzer to end the first quarter. The 8-
3 Blue Devils also went to the charity
line four times but missed all four.

Scoring shyness in the second quar-
ter resulted in a 7-3 Blue Devil edge
that gave them a 10-9 lead at the half.
One minute into the quarter, Miller
(11 points, 4 assists, 7 rebounds) hit
the first of her three 3-pointers. She
bucketed her second 3-pointer four
minutes later after Anne Knisely (1
point) made a diving save to get the

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competing with only one senior in
the lineup, the Westfield High School
wrestling team gave an also very
young but tough Rahway team a
strong run in a 42-26 loss in Westfield
on January 18. The Blue Devils, who
had been forfeiting five to six bouts
every match, forfeited three bouts but
were able to win six of the 11 con-
tested bouts.

“The kids wrestled hard. That’s
what we asked them to do. There
were some key bouts that we needed
to go our way but I can’t question my
kids’ effort tonight,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz. “It was fun!”

The young wrestlers from both teams
showed a lot of enthusiasm and, after
the Indians received a forfeit in the
opening bout, the heavyweight match-
up between Blue Devil Joe Kania and
Andre Hunt set the stage for an excit-

ing evening. Kania attempted two Japa-
nese whizzer takedowns but the bout
remained scoreless entering the sec-
ond period. Kania escaped in the pe-
riod then Hunt escaped early in the
third. Kania came back with a snap-
down takedown then yielded an es-
cape to win the bout, 3-2.

Another forfeit gave the Indians a
12-3 lead then Rochelle Hinton won
a 10-4 decision over Blue Devil Jey

DOUGHER FIRES IN 29 POINTS, ZABEL BUCKETS 10

Raider Basketballers Muzzle
Mariana Bracetti Boys, 65-55

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Allowing senior guard Bryan
Dougher elbowroom turned out to be
a disaster for the visiting Mariana
Bracetti Charter School of Philadel-
phia. On January 19, Dougher, who
finished with 29 points, nailed a ca-
reer-high 17 points in the first quar-
ter, including five 3-pointers, to lead
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team to a 65-
55 victory.

“We were very happy with our big
men, how they played against their
size. They were taller, we were stron-
ger and we had depth, so I’m very
happy how we played,” said Raider
Head Coach Dan Doherty. “We got a
little lackadaisical in the second half
with the defense but, overall, that’s a
good win and at this time of the year
you just want to get the wins.”

Dougher added four assists, pulled
down four rebounds and swiped three
basketballs. Greg Zabel netted 10
total points, including two 3-point-
ers, three assists and five rebounds.
Lordley Okarter played tough on both
ends of the court to keep the Raiders
in a comfortable lead. He batted away
four shots, pulled down nine re-
bounds, made two steals and fin-
ished with four points. Kevin
Maroney had eight points, four as-
sists and six rebounds. Melvin
Hanciles pushed in eight points and
Rob Zekunde yanked down four re-
bounds and scored two points. Dan

DeCataldo set the tempo and fin-
ished with five assists. He scored
four points and jeopardized the Bull-
dog offense with five steals.

“I come in as a little guy so I [have]
to make them respect me. I try to bang

them around a little, get them mad so
they get frustrated and turn the ball
over,” noted DeCataldo. “I need to
play very tough defensive ball han-
dling, keep my ball handling strong

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INVOLVED IN A TIGHT DEFENSIVE STRUGGLE…Blue Devils Charlotte O’Leary, No. 2, and Anne Knisely, No. 12,
and Raiders Molly Meehan, No. 24, and Kaylin Jaichon, No. 30, focus on a loose ball under the net.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTNG UP THE PIN WITH A GABLE…Blue Devil Nick DeFreitas, top, works on a Gable maneuver in an attempt to turn
Rahway’s Alex Hanwi to his back in the 119-lb bout. DeFreitas pinned Hanwi with a half nelson. See picture on page 12.

156 Lincoln Rd. CH Colonial- 4Beds, 3.5

Baths. Over 4,000 sq. ft of living space.

Top of the line fixtures, appliances, stone and

marble, oak flooring, Plain  & Fancy kitchen

cabinetry. Old World Charm with today’s

most desired amenities.

$1,995,000.00  •  908-414-1208

Sunday, February 3rd
Call For Appointment

Builders Open House

Westfield Gem

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGH OFF THE GLASS…Raiders Lordley Okarter, No. 32 (9 rebounds) and
Kevin Moroney, center (6 rebounds) dominated the Bulldogs. In the game, Bryan
Dougher hit a career-high 17 first-quarter points and finished with 29 points.
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Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

908-233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2006

Location, comfort, convenience and sophistication enhance  
this marvelous town home in Westfield’s preeminent 55+ 
community. Desirable features include hardwood floors, 
moldings, first floor laundry and two and one half baths. 
The living room with corner fireplace, inviting foyer and 
formal dining room are joined by a spacious kitchen to 
craft a lovely first floor. The second floor boasts a delight-
ful master suite, a second bedroom and ample closet space. 
Other amenities include a full basement, pavestone patio, 
and a one car detached garage. Presented for $629,000. 
Dir:Clark  to Cowperthwaite to Cowperthwaite Square 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

9 Cowperthwaite Square Westfield, NJ 
Public Open House Sunday January 27th 1-4PM

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Life of Good Ol’ Boy
Fits Byrne to a ‘T’

If you were playing a pickup game
of football, basketball or baseball,
and you had the first pick of any
athlete who ever played at WHS, who
would you take? Some might take
Glen Kehler or Brian Ciemniecki for
football, others might go for Tim
Goski or Boo Bowers in basketball,
while baseballers Bobby Flynn and
Mike Murray would definitely be
good picks.

The Den doesn’t care what sport it
is, I’ll pick Fred Byrne.

Over the years, Westfield has been
lucky to be the home town of many
multi-athlete families. But there are
two names that will always stand out
for me: Sig and Evelyn Goski, and
Tom and Monica Byrne, two families
located just four blocks apart — the
Goskis at 318 Massachusetts Avenue,
the Byrnes at 250 Virginia Street.

The Goski clan included Ken (’64),
Joe (’66), Ron (’67), John, Cindy,
Tim (’73), Mary Ellen, Rich (’76),
Karen (’78), Maggie, Evelyn Jane
and Paul (’84). The Byrne clan fea-
tured Tom, Fred (’67), Paul (’69),
Mary Jo (’70), Rob (’72), Monica
(’76), Terri (’77), John (’79), Eileen
(’82) and Billy (’83). Those with
graduating years listed went to WHS,
the others attended Holy Trinity.

That’s an amazing, almost unbe-

Devil of the Week
Joe Kania
Wrestling

lievable, collection of athleticism for
two families, over more than two
decades.

And none could equal Fred Byrne.
At 5-foot-10 and 170 pounds, he was
not only an all-around athlete, but
also the most intense person you could
ever know. He had a jaw that people
would now call Cowher-esque, and
when things weren’t going his, or his
team’s, way his entire face would
turn red, then purple.

“The Byrne boys all agree that Fred
was the best athlete in our family,”
Tommy Byrne said. “He just never
stayed in one school long enough to
prove it. The one thing I wish he had
done was play football at WHS. He
would have been great.”

Athletics ran deep in the Byrne fam-
ily. Father Tom played club football in
Newark after attending the city’s West
Side High School and St. Benedict’s
Prep. An aunt almost headed to Chi-
cago for a tryout in the All-American
Girls Professional Baseball League
(think “A League of Their Own”). And
a grandfather tried out for the Olympic
team as a pole vaulter.

This story begins in the first grade
at Holy Trinity elementary school in
Westfield, where Fred Byrne’s best
friend was Bobby Flynn (one won-
ders how long that first-grade teacher

lasted). Fred was by far the standout
athlete in his class at Edison Junior
High School but, when that honor
was given to another student Fred
transferred to Roselle Catholic High
School. Midway through his junior
year he was back at WHS. Then, after
traveling the country to play football,
basketball and baseball at an assort-
ment of colleges, Byrne finally settled
down, so to speak, in North Carolina,
carving quite a niche as a high school
football and basketball coach.

“I’m a full-blooded good ol’ boy
now,” he said. “But I always was a
rebel at heart.”

Back to 1966, and his transfer to
WHS midway through his junior year.

“My plan was to play football se-
nior year, but I didn’t realize the
(NJSIAA) would make me sit out a
year for the transfer,” said Byrne, who
teamed with Doug Murphy would have
given a good 7-1-1 WHS team a dev-
astating 1-2 punch at running back and
linebacker. “I did make the basketball
team and lasted about half a season
before I left. It was a mutual decision
with the coach (Bob Sanislaw). His
system was too robotic for me.

“And then I played baseball, for
(Norm) Koury. I enjoyed his style of
coaching.”

(The Den was unable to verify the
story that Byrne was popped out in a
crucial situation and flung his bat
high into the air, prompting Koury to
say, “Young man, if that bat comes
down, you’re on the bench.”)

Byrne also was playing summer
baseball for the Westfield Merchants
in the Union County League during
those years, but he still yearned to
play football and basketball. And so
he started “my odyssey” to Arkansas,
Wyoming, Taft (Calif.) Junior Col-
lege and back to East Orange, N.J.

“I always went with the feel and
basically made my life up as I went
along,” he said. “I marched to the beat
of a different drummer, myself, and
never tried to be anyone else.”

Having never played organized
football, Byrne walked on to the foot-
ball team at Arkansas as a receiver but
soon left and headed to Wyoming,
where he turned down a baseball
scholarship offer to instead head far-
ther west, to Taft Junior College,
where he was able to rescratch his
football itch as a defensive back and
also play guard on the basketball team.

Then it was back east to Upsala, where
earned Player of the Year honors as
the school’s middle linebacker.

But, again, Byrne couldn’t sit still
and moved on. “I was sick of school
and the rat race of the daily commute
to East Orange,” he said.

This time he headed south, to …
North Carolina.

“That turned out to be the best
move I ever made. North Carolina
has been good to me,” he said. “I met
my wife, Ann, and she helped put me
through college, so I could get my
degree in education. I graduated from
Western Carolina with a physical edu-
cation degree and began my teach-
ing/coaching career.”

For those who don’t him, consider
this comparison: if Fred is an atomic
bomb than Bob Knight is a firecracker.
When Fred was playing, his eyes were
like Denver Broncos coach Mike
Shanahan’s, the intensity burning a
hole in his opponent or an official, or
a coach.

“I met Fred in the first grade, after
my family moved to Westfield from
Pennsylvania,” Flynn said. “He was
my best friend in school, and Ed
Down was my best friend in the neigh-
borhood. Both were great athletes
and both were tough guys, with an
edge. Ed was more diplomatic, while
Fred was more direct.

“Fred was not only an exceptional
athlete but he had a real aptitude for
sports. It’s no surprise to me that he is
a high school coach today. He was
like a thoroughbred horse that didn’t
like the jockey on his back. He had
spirit. I could give you some great
stories, but I don’t think you could
print them.”

For more than 25 years, Byrne has
taught Social Studies and coached
both football and basketball at Maiden
(N.C.) High School — ironically also
the Blue Devils! He’s been the defen-
sive coordinator for Tom Brown, the
second-winningest coach in North
Carolina history, and in basketball
was a longtime assistant coach ex-
cept for an eight-year run as varsity
head coach from 1996-2003.

“I was pretty intense when I was
younger, and I still am,” he said. “Ev-
ery game was life and death. We are
the smallest school in our confer-
ence, so it was always a ‘little Maiden
against the world’ type of mentality.
My coaching philosophy was always
to let the kids play. We’d press, run
and gun, and the kids would have fun.
I didn’t yank guys for missing a shot
or turning it over — unlike some
coaches I played for.

“Our goal was to win. Winning is
fun. And we managed to win two
regular-season conference titles, three
conference tournament titles and four
sectional championships.

“Overall my record was 108-73, so
we enjoyed a fair amount of success,”
he said. “And, as a bonus, I got to
coach all three of my sons, Casey,
Willie and Mike, in both sports. I saw
a bit of myself in each one, but each
was also unique and they all did very
well.”

Casey (Maiden, ’99), now 26, was
an all-conference tight end and safety
for two years, an all-conference bas-
ketball player and a pitcher-outfielder
on Maiden’s 1999 state champion
baseball team. Willie (’01) was an
all-state wide receiver (70 catches,
1,200 yards, 10 TDs) and defensive
back (9 INTs), all-conference three
years in basketball and Maiden’s all-
time leading scorer (1,267 points)
while also lettering in golf. Mike (’03)
was the fiercest competitor, a two-
year all-conference safety and two-
year starting point guard in hoops.

Roll them all into one and you have
Fred. It’s hard to imagine, especially
when your last image of someone is
as a teenager in the late 1960s explod-
ing with energy and ability and atti-
tude, but as Fred Byrne nears 60 years
of age, he admits that “my career is
winding down.” Does that mean the
good ol’ boy is mellowing with age?

“Nah, I always led the league in
technical fouls,” he said.

THIS AND THAT
The Union County Wrestling Tour-

nament is this weekend. WHS has
won eight county titles, including the
first six (1976-81), but none since
1992. The last individual champion
from WHS was 103-pound Rob
Mench in 2004. … The swim teams
will visit the Lawrenceville School
this Saturday. … The girls basketball
teams hit a rough stretch starting to-
day against Linden, then at Watchung
Hills (Saturday) and home for
Plainfield (Tuesday). … While the
WHS boys basketball team struggles,
the eight players in the rotation —
Mike Lessner, Tony DiIorio, Manny
Mills, Pat Gray, Chris Sheehan, Joey
Kopser, Dave Pusar and Pat Sabatino
— have each been the leading scorer
at least once this winter.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to wrestler Joe
Kania. The junior heavyweight, who
was ineligible until last week because
of his transfer from Bergen Catholic,
went 5-0, including three sub-minute
pins in Saturday’s quad meet against
Dover, Ridge and A.L. Johnson.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
during the school year in The Westfield
leader. Contact us with comments,
complaints or suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS FOREVER!

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss
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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Times

January 15, 2002: The 11-1 Raid-
ers lady cagers, who lost only to
third-ranked Malcolm X. Shabazz
early in the season, faced their sec-
ond major test of the season and
came up smelling like a rose when
they bounced Union County power,
Elizabeth, 42-31, in Scotch Plains.
Freshman center Hillary Klimowicz
led the offensive attack with 13 points
and pulled down six rebounds.

January 17, 2002: Senior Jackie
Cusimano poured in a career-high
33 points to lead the Westfield High
School girls basketball team to a 52-
50 victory over hosting Newark East
Side. Junior Lisa Venezia was the
most fluid under the boards as she
recorded a career-high, 17 rebounds.

January 23, 2002: The Westfield
High School wrestling team came
up with a scorching 36-34, come-
from-behind win over visiting
Cranford. Wrestling up a weight class
at 152, Danny MacDonald upped his
record to 12-4 with an 8-3 decision

over Chris D’Ambola in the final
bout to give 8-3 Westfield its most
stunning victory of the season.
Sophomore Lee Tomasso notched a
17-2, technical fall over Ed
Aranzuzu. Junior Joe DeCampo
clamped 119-lb. Mike Dillon in 1:38
with a cradle.

January 17, 2001: Two years ago,
the Westfield High School wrestling
program hit rock bottom. As a mat-
ter of fact, the Blue Devils suffered
their most humiliating defeat, 63 to
minus 1, against Caldwell. This year,
Westfield, still with a very young
team, has improved in every match
and stunned rival Scotch Plains-
Fanwood – also a very young team –
39-29 in Scotch Plains.

Blue Devil Joe DeCampo nipped
Erik Connolly, 3-2, at 112-lbs. Jun-
ior 125-lb. John Leonardis rocked
Nick Bruno with a quick nearside
cradle in 3:45. Blue Devil Ethan
Powell decisioned Charles Lee, 10-
5, at 130-lbs. Raider senior Gary
Cousar at 189-lbs put Mike Barbiere
to sleep in 0:45 with a cradle

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLE OF BIG GUYS…Blue Devil Joe Kania, left, defeated Rahway Indian
Andre Hunt, 3-2, in the heavyweight bout on January 18.

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

WESTFIELD $1,975,000 WESTFIELD $599,900 WESTFIELD $649,900 WESTFIELD $229,900

SCOTCH PLAINS $847,000 CRANFORD $499,900 SCOTCH PLAINS $1,250,000

HOUSE BEAUTIFUL!  Better than new 2001 Colo-
nial.  Simply stunning with many recent improvements
including a home theater on 3rd floor and wine cellar
in beautifully finished basement.  Light and bright with
great floor plan and quiet cul-de-sac location so close
to the center of town.

Lovely 3 Bedroom, 1.5 bath Colonial in great condi-
tion has been freshly painted with neutral décor.  Fea-
tures 6 rooms, refinished oak floors, newer roof, win-
dows, CAC, furnace and HWH.  Also offers a
screened/jalousie porch, Living Room with wood burn-
ing fireplace and a Formal Dining Room.

Front porch Colonial includes 11 rooms and features
5 Bedrooms and 2.5 baths.  Loaded with vintage charm
and architectural detail.  The large addition includes
a Master Bedroom (or Family Room) with fireplace
and French doors to deck and huge, grade level Fam-
ily Room/Studio with French doors to pergola and
patio overlooking deep lot.  Close to town and train.

Wychwood living at its best!  This 2 Bedroom
Co-Op is lovely with updated Kitchen and bath,
spacious Living Room and dining area, thermo
windows, hardwood floor, built-in air condition-
ers and basement storage.

Outstanding, newly constructed Colonial with fine
craftsmanship.  Rear abuts “Green Acres” creating a
park-like setting.  Offers a spectacular gourmet
Kitchen with stainless appliances, cherry cabinets and
granite.  Also offers Pella windows, oak floors and
an exquisite 2nd floor.

One-of-a-kind home on a private, wooded lot offers
10 rooms and includes 4 Bedrooms, 2 baths, Family
Room off Eat-In Kitchen, Formal Dining Room with
tray ceiling and columns, Master Suite with spa-like
bath, skylights, a large finished basement with bonus
room.  Near recreation, school, NY transportation and
town center.

Dazzling new construction Colonial with 10 rooms,
5 Bedrooms and 3.5 baths also features beautiful
hardwood floors, moldings, wainscoting, two-story
ceiling in foyer, fabulous Eat-In Kitchen, Formal Din-
ing Room with wet bar, library and 1st floor guest
room with full bath.

CRANFORD $429,900
This listing was sold for 99% of its list price in
only 23 days.  Let us design a personalized mar-
keting plan for your home.  Contact any of our
extraordinary agents.

Raider Cagers Defeat
Blue Devil Boys, 69-44
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys basketball team got a 25-
point performance from senior Bryan
Dougher and an 11-point performance
from Greg Zabel in a 69-44 victory
over Westfield on January 22. Pat
Sabitino and Chris Sheehan sank 14
points and eight points, respectively,
for the Blue Devils.
Westfield   9 11   8 16 44
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 16 18 16 19 69
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Raider Wrestlers Eradicate
Elizabeth Minutemen, 56-9

JAICHON HITS 12, PULLS 17, LAW PULLS 13, SINKS 8

Raiders Roll in 4th, Slip Past
Irvington Lady Cagers, 48-40

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Juniors Kaylin Jaichon and Jackie
Law came to life in a big way under
the boards to ignite a 19-5 fourth-
quarter run and to somewhat erase the
memory of the three choppy quarters
as the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team slipped
past the Irvington Blue Knights, 48-
40, in Scotch Plains on January 17.
Jaichon finished with 17 rebounds,
three blocked shots and 12 points,
while Law pulled 13 rebounds,
blocked four shots, made three steals
and sank eight points.

The 7-4 Raiders played a bit edgy
offensively in the first three quarters,
which allowed the 4-6 Blue Knights
to take advantage of poor passing and
memory lapses. Additionally, the Blue
Knights took advantage of the Raid-
ers’ sagging defense in the first half
and nailed four of the team’s seven 3-
pointers to keep them in the game.

Alnissa Hernaiz (11 points) and
Nicole Pendarvis (11 points) hit two
and one 3-pointers, respectively, to
lead the Blue Knights to a 13-12,
first-quarter edge. Raider Saxony
Nielsen sank four of her six points in
the quarter. Pendarvis hit another 3-

pointer but Raider Molly Meehan (9
points, 2 steals, assist) popped in a 3-
pointer toward the end of the second
quarter to knot the score, 20-20.

“We played very nervous. We took
some bad shots. We rushed a few. We
weren’t patient. We didn’t play strong
at all. We didn’t catch the ball. We
didn’t pass the ball well. We were
missing our starting point guard
(Kathryn DeCataldo). That affected
us a little bit,” said Raider Head Coach
Bruce Davis. “Some kids had to play
more minutes than they were used to
playing.”

Once again, the Irvington ladies
found elbowroom on the outside and
added two more 3-pointers very early
in the third quarter. Jaichon rolled in
three lay-ups but the Blue Knights
won the quarter, 15-9, to carry a six-
point lead.

“We left them alone a few times.
They ran that out-of-bounds play
twice. We didn’t guard it either time.
You can’t let them take open three-
point shots. We were out of rotation a
few times,” said coach Davis.

But a sudden full-court press very
early in the final quarter led to four
quick Raider points. Law stole the
ball, was fouled and hit both free

throws then Meehan stole the ball and
rolled in a lay-up. Time out Irvington!
After Jaichon sank a free throw, Laura
Degnan (10 points, 6 assists, 2 steals)
banged a 3-pointer then assisted
Meehan on a jumper to give the Raid-
ers a 39-37 lead with 3:49 remaining.
Time out Irvington!

The Blue Knights stepped up their
foul strategy, although Pendarvis got
into foul trouble, and the Raiders hit
5-of-12 from that point on. Also,
Jaichon and Law each put in a lay-up
and Brianna Caracter (3 points) as-
serted her presence and stepped up
her rebounding to keep the Raiders in
full control.

“Pendarvis got into foul trouble.
We were able to trap them a couple of
times and get a couple of steals, turn
the game around then she fouled out,
which pretty much took them out,”
said coach Davis who added, “Our
strength is inside. We should have
had the advantage on that. We just
couldn’t get the ball to them. Brianna
Caracter gives us a lot of energy when
she comes in. That made a big differ-
ence and we were able to score in-
side.”
Irvington 13   7 15   5 40
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 12   8   9 19 48

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gelling at the right time, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School wres-
tling match eradicated the visiting
Elizabeth Minutemen, 56-9, on Janu-
ary 18. Raiders Dan Gore, Trevor
Cannon, Joe Sebolao, Brian Laspe,
Nowell Whitehouse, Nick Sebolao
and Wes Morrison asserted their in-
fluence by recording pins.

“We have been competitive the
whole year, wrestling the tough com-
petition that we do,” said Raider Head
Coach John Scholz. “We beat Linden
the other day, 58-6, and then today,
rolling against Elizabeth really
worked in our favor. Every single kid
went out there and gave it their all.”

Beginning at the 135-lb. weight
class, Danny Gore recorded a fall at
3:44 over Isaiah Frazier, using an
under-half nelson.

“I reversed him, looked to ride him
out and get back points. I felt the
short-bar and then just went to it and
found the winning combination,” said
Gore. “I just love being out here and
getting points for my team.”

At 140, Mike Ferrara had a tough
customer in Chinedu Eleanya but
scored an explosive escape in the

third period to win 1-0. Mike Ridge
received a forfeit at 145. Cannon gave
Scotch Plains a 24-0 lead by twisting
152-lb. Chris Jackson to the mat in
3:00, using a power half.

“I finally got by with a drag-out.
Once I was on top I threw my legs in
and worked from there,” said Cannon.

Raider Rob Desiato had a good
start in his 160-lb bout, reversing
Ivan Ordonez and turning him to his
back. Desiato sustained an injury and
had to cede six team points to the
Minutemen. Joe Sebolao stretched
out 171-lb. Chris Negron and put him
to sleep at 5:17.

“He did put me on my back in the
first period, using an arm bar, but I
was able to fight it off. Second period,
I threw in a leg and tried to turn him
to his back. Third period, I threw the
leg in and put him down,” said
Sebolao.

At 189, Laspe settled Karrem Davis
in 2:35. At 215, Billy Jacobs scored a
takedown, two reversals and a nearfall
before deranging Demetrius
McLaughlin, with a 16-1, tech fall.

“I put him on his back a few times
but I could not stick him. I barred his
arm, spun around to his head, put my
head under his shoulder and rolled

him over, kind of a muscle move but
it works for me,” said Jacobs.

Whitehouse recorded a pair of
takedowns with quarter nelson, spin-
behind maneuvers and added a
nearfall before pinning 103-lb Mike
Hasford. Minutemen Steven Cintron
at 112 lb stopped Shane Squire with a
5-4, come-from-behind decision.

With two bouts remaining, 125-lb
Nick Sebolao got his arm across Jhon
Gallego, scooped up his head and
smothered him in 2:48 then, in the
130-lb bout, Morrison recorded a
duck-under takedown added a two-
point tilt before pinning Gannmamiel
GeinLouis in 3:50.

“I went spiral ride, threw a leg in,
tried to work it and he finally rolled
over when I hipped over,” said
Morrison.

“Squire should have pinned the kid. David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCRAMBLING FOR THE BASKETBALL…Raider Saxony Nielsen, No. 4, attempts to get to the basketball before her Blue
Knight opponent does. The Raiders defeated Irvington, 48-40.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/SPF Girls Hoops
SPF/Mariana Boys Hoops

Westfield/Rahway Wrestling
SPF/Elizabeth Wrestling

SPF/Irvington Lady Hoops

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRETCHING OUT THE HAMMER…Raider Billy Jacobs scored a takedown, two reversals and a nearfall before
deranging Demetrius McLaughlin, with a 16-1, tech fall at 215-lbs. See picture on page 15.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD MULTI-FAMILY $499,900
Large two family, 5 bedroom home located close to NYC bus and train. Great
investment for rental market or conversion back to a large one family residence.
Deep 157‘ lot with a big 2 car garage and additional parking.  MLS #2436851

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/27  12-4PM $999,000

WESTFIELD ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO $1,800,000WESTFIELD COLONIAL $419,999

Riviere Homes announces the marriage of elegance & sophistication, both will be
in great abundance in this 4,500 SF Colonial Tudor. This NEW construction will
feature 9 rooms, 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, 1 half bath, inlaid hardwood floors.
There is still time for you to make selections.  DIR: Central to Grove to Summit
#825 MLS #2288923

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

4 bedroom, 2 bath, Colonial. Laundry room off kitchen with sliders to deck.
Excellent opportunity to get into Westfield. Close to train station and school.
MLS #2460320

WESTFIELD TUDOR HOME FROM D.VILLANE CONSTRUCTION $1,475,000
Elegant New Construction Tudor built by a respected local builder. DVillane
Construction welcomes you to this unique 38,000 sq. ft. home. Great for
entertaining, the 1st floor has an open floor plan, designer kitchen, Formal Living
Room and Dining Room and large Family Room with a fireplace. The 2nd floor
has 4 generously sized bedrooms with a Master and Teen Suite. There is an additional
3rd floor Bedroom/Office. A full finishable basement and large lot completes this
spectacular home.  MLS #2455639

Rare opportunity to have the house of your dreams built the way you want in a
spectacular Westfield neighborhood. This Franklin School district property will
boast at least 4 bedrooms and 4 full and 2 half baths. Unsurpassed generations of
quality building will help guide you to your dream home. Call today for more
information about this tremendous opportunity (908-591-6283).  MLS #2373661

WESTFIELD THE NEW “OLD” HOUSE YOU’RE LOOKING FOR! $1,149,900
This 1920 Center Hall Colonial retains all the period architectural detailing you want;
combined with all the modern conveniences you require. Located less than 1/2 mile from
the train station & downtown Westfield, in the historic Boulevard area; this classic home
retains the high ceilings, arched entry, characteristic moldings, oversized wood burning
fireplace & large rooms associated with this period. Incredibly light & bright throughout,
the extensive updates include great room addition with cathedral ceiling, skylight,
additional fireplace, updated kitchen, 3 renovated baths (including master), 2 1/2 baths
& finished basement. The large, groomed, private backyard hosts frequent parties &
spirited croquet matches. A semi-circular driveway to the detached oversized garage in
back completes this wonderful property.  MLS #2471915
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Blue Devil Cagers Maneuver
Past Lady Raiders, 27-25

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil Matmen Challenge
Rahway Indians in 42-26 Loss

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

ball to her. Laura Degnan (7 rebounds,
2 blocks, 1 steal) scored the Raiders’
three points. Once again, the Blue
Devils had trouble at the line, hitting
only one of five attempts.

“Both teams couldn’t make their
foul shots. That’s something we must
work on,” said Miller.

“I believe that it came down to the
fact that they all know each other.
They play with each other in AAU.
Basically yes! You do feel it on the
bench sitting here saying, ‘oh my good-
ness! We are a good foul shooting
team. They should be going in.’ There
had to be some thing going through
their minds on the foul lines,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Joe Marino.

Miller dished out three of her four
assists in the third quarter and team-
mate Tara Handza (8 points, 2 steals)
became the reliable recipient and con-
verted three lay-ups as the Blue Devils
won the quarter, 9-7, to take a 19-16
lead. Meehan hit another 3-pointer
and Brianna Caracter sank two of four
from the charity line in the quarter.

“I know I can rely on her to make
shots. If she is open, I will definitely
give it to her. She can make threes, a
good pull-up shooter, good drives,”
Miller said of Handza.

“They all will key on Erin. If that’s
going to happen, we got to make sure
we open it up for someone else,” said
coach Marino. “She’s a team player.”

Another Miller-to-Handza combi-
nation added two points and Gab
O’Leary (10 rebounds, 2 steals, 4
points) hit two free throws in the
early part of the final quarter but Law
hit 4-for-4 from the line and added a
lay-up to give the Raiders a 24-23
lead with 1:42 remaining. Miller then
came through with her third 3-pointer
and, after Raider center Kaylin
Jaichon (10 rebounds, 1 steal, 1 as-
sist) sank a free throw, Gab O’Leary
added her free throw to provide the
winning margin.

“Kaylin was open a lot. We haven’t
been doing a good job of getting her
the ball at a good angle,” noted coach
Davis.

“Giving a lot of credit to Scotch
Plains and their coach, they scouted
us very well. We scouted them very
well. We knew where their strengths
were and they knew where ours were,
so it was like a stalemate to the end,”
said coach Marino. “It could have
gone either way.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 6 3 7 9 25
Westfield 3 7 9 8 27

Yingling at 112-lbs. Blue Devil Nick
DeFreitas turned Alex Hanwi with a
half nelson in 1:10 at 119-lbs then
Blue Devil John Barnes amassed four
barrel roll takedowns, three nearfalls
and a penalty point before flattening
a scrappy 125-lb Dan Walsh with a
lateral throw in 5:01.

Freshman Christian Barber gave
the Blue Devils a 19-15 lead when he
recorded five takedowns – via ankle
pick or leg trip – and a pair of nearfalls
to claim a 15-3, majority decision
over Quran Womack at 130-lbs. At
135-lbs, Joe Panarese used three
takedowns, a penalty point and a
nearfall to grab a 9-4 decision over
Diego Chavez and to up the Blue
Devils’ lead to 22-15.

Rahway team captain Octavio Bent,
who has been on a winning roll, con-
tinued with a bulrush takedown and a
cradle to pin Sam Reichbach in 1:33
at 140-lbs.

“Octavio is really leading the team.
He hustles in practice. He’s got a
good attitude. The kids like him a lot.
He’s a leader in the room,” said
Rahway Head Coach Fred Stueber.

TJ Disney eked out a 2-1 victory
over Wendell Hammond at 145-lbs to
put the Indians in front, 24-22, but at
152-lbs, Matt Shaffer won a battle
with Kevin Gavina, recording three
takedowns and an escape then adding
a pair of reversals and a pair of
nearfalls in the third period to grasp a
16-7, majority decision.

The Blue Devils’ 26-24 lead ended
when 160-lb Jim Caldwell broke a 2-
2 tie and pinned Alan Workman in
4:45 with a Merkel maneuver. At 171-
lbs, Calib Taylor also used a Merkel
to pin Blue Devil Bill Kim in 5:41.
The Indians won the final bout by
forfeit.

“The kids wrestled really well to-
night and the team is working really
nice. Often we have two seniors in the
lineup and sometimes we have none,”
said coach Stueber. “The inexperi-
ence and youth of the team and the
enthusiasm is a joy to coach. The
inexperience sometimes is frustrat-
ing as a coach because we lose some
matches that we could win. The
coaches across the county understand
that with Rahway, sometimes the kids
may be a little inexperienced but we
have the toughest kids that step onto
the mat.”

“I feel good about the direction the
program is heading. We have a num-
ber of kids, who have stepped up. I
knew Christian Barber was going to

have a good year but he has become a
leader already. It’s great to have Matt
Shaffer back in the lineup. He was the
only senior in our lineup. Everybody
is coming back. We have some good
middle school kids coming up. So we
are going to beat Rahway next year. I
feel comfortable saying that. We
haven’t beaten them since I have been
here, 12 years!”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
215: — Matt Espara (R) won forfeit
Hwt: — Kania (W) d Hunt, 3-2
103: — Jabari Shultz (R) won forfeit
112: — Hinton (R) d Yingling, 10-4
119: — DeFreitas (W) p Hanwi, 1:10
125: — Barnes (W) p Walsh, 5:01
130: — Barber (W) md Womack, 15-3
135: — Panarese (W) d Chavez, 9-4
140: — Bent (R) p Reichbach, 1:33
145: — Disney (R) d Hammond, 2-1
152: — Shaffer (W) md Gavina, 16-7
160: — Caldwell (R) p Workman, 4:45
171: — Taylor (R) p Kim, 5:41
189: — Gary Pyrus (R) won forfeit
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Raider Basketballers Muzzle
Mariana Bracetti Boys, 65-55

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

and be able to take care of it when
they are pressuring me, along with
being able to give Greg and Brian
shots.”

Bulldogs Sam Starks scored a team-
high 18 points and Brandon Suarez
bucketed 14.

The Raiders found the wings wide
open in the first quarter and sprinted
to a 23-9 lead. In addition to his five
3-pointers, Dougher sank two free
throws. DeCataldo, Hanciles and
Zekunde each scored two points.

“I just hit the shots when I need to
hit them and did what the team needed
me to do,” said Dougher. “Danny
came down the court. They played
him and I was open in the corner for
the one three. We followed with the
weave play; I came off, was wide
open and took the shots. I haven’t
been shooting well at home lately so
after I hit my first couple, it felt good.
I wanted to keep shooting so I could
get back into the rhythm. Once we
had the lead up by 15, I tried to get
everyone else involved and they all
stepped up big.”

Playing a settled ball-control game,

the Bulldogs matched the Raiders
point-for-point in the second quarter.
Dougher bucketed four points and
Hanciles netted three. Zabel, Moroney
and Okarter responded with two
points and by halftime the Raiders
led 36-22.

The rapid pace and a boxing-out
defense got to the Bulldogs in the
third quarter, while the Raiders at-
tacked the basket and outscored their
opponents, 19-16. Dougher poured
in seven points, including another 3-
pointer. Maroney connected with
back-to-back jumpers, while Zabel
and Hanciles each connected from
downtown and Okarter slammed in a
2-pointer.

“We knew coming in that they were
going to be bigger than us. We just
boxed out and you get the rebound
and that’s what we did,” said Okarter.

The Bulldogs did get the inside
track in the final quarter, highlighted
by a six-point run in the waning min-
utes that gave them a 17-10 advan-
tage.
Mariana Bracetti   9 13 16 17 55
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 23 13 19 10 65

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TO THE BASKET…Blue Devil Erin Miller, No. 11, attempts to
dribble past Raider defender Jackie Law.

Mix-up Negates
Shot Put Record

Something seemed strange to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys and girls shot put team
when all recorded personal-best
throws at the Jersey City Develop-
ment Meet at the Jersey City Amory
on January 18. Jaws dropped when
senior Mike Alleman’s orb soared
65’6” for a No. 1 best toss in the
nation this season.

When the team returned to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
around midnight, coach Rich
McGriff decided to weigh the shot
puts and discovered that they were
10 pounds instead of the required
12 pounds.

“Everybody on out team threw a
personal best so we went back to
the high school, weighed the shots
and found out that they were 10
pounds. We tried to get a hold of
Jim Lambert of The Star-Ledger to
try to get them to change the story.
We sent back all the metals so, of
course, it was discouraging,”
Alleman told Dave Corbin of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on the
morning of January 19 at the high
school.

SPF’s Peart Places
At Pirate Invitational
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys swim team finished sev-
enth at the prestigious Pirate Invita-
tional meet at West Windsor-
Plainsboro South on January 19.
Christian Brothers took top honors
with a 270 total, while the Raiders
finished with a total of 86.

Zach Peart touched third in the
100-yard backstroke with a time of
56.7 and also touched fourth in the
200-yard individual medley with a
time of 2:05.68. The Raiders also
finished fifth in the 200-yard medley
relay at 1:48.43 and sixth in the 400-
yard freestyle relay at 3:38.73.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE SHOT OFF…Blue Knight Alnissa Hernaiz, No. 24, tries to block
Raider Kaylin Jaichon’s, No. 21, shot as Raider Saxony Nielsen, No. 4, stays clear.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Raiders Eradicate
Elizabeth Matmen

It was really close but it was simply a
freshman mistake. Our 103-pounder
did a great job taking care of busi-
ness. He was on fire, controlled his
match. Morrison probably has seen
the toughest competition out of ev-
erybody and is doing a wonderful job.
Gore had a tough job, wrestling a
little guy, but he held his composure
and able to make moves. Ferraro, I
thought could have scored a little
more. Cannon is on fire, takes care of
his stuff and is making things happen.
It was nice to see Joe Sebolao at 171
where he really should be. He was
working some good stuff on top, got
some good turn points. Laspe, who
wrestles mostly JV, got a pin and that
was nice for him to get a legitimate
win. Heavyweight Joe Blaes is one of
the top guys in the region. We’re 7-9
now and moving on up,” concluded
coach Scholz.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
135: — Gore (S) p Frazier, 3:44
140: — Ferrara (S) d Eleanya, 1-0
145: — Ridge (S) won forfeit
152: — Cannon (S) p Jackson, 3:00
160: — Ordonez (E) won inj. default
171: — Sebolao (S) p Negron, 5:17
189: — Laspe (S) p Davis, 2:35
215: — Jacobs (S) tf McLaughlin, 16-1
Hwt: — No bout
103: — Whitehouse (S) p Hosford, 2:52
112: — Cintron (E) d Squire, 5-4
119: — No bout
125: — Sebolao (S) p Gallego, 2:48
130: — Morrison (S) p GeinLouis, 3:50

      Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 
     908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
   NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2006

819 Kimball Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 
Open House Sunday, January 27th 1:00—4:00PM 

This Wychwood Colonial sparkles with traditional architectural details and desirable es-
sentials. Gracious entertainment settings and captivating family spaces are adorned with 
hardwood floor, custom built-ins and classic moldings. The inviting foyer with curved 
stairwell opens to the fire lit living room and adjoining formal dining room.  Relaxing is 
maximized in the sunny family room and kitchen with an endearing breakfast area. The 
spacious master bedroom crowns a lovely second floor with generous bedrooms and a siz-
able full bath. A fabulous rec room with bar and fireplace offers the ideal place to enjoy 
any occasion. A brick patio, private lane with access to the garage and a desirable loca-
tion only add to the charismatic flair this home possesses.  Presented for $889,000. Dir: E. 
Broad to Wychwood to Kimball. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Open House: Sunday,  January 27th • 1-4pm
636 Central Avenue

WESTFIELD $389,000
Warm Colonial home w/vintage detail.  Remodeled kitchen
featuring large breakfast bar peninsula w/stainless steel Dacor
gas range.  Three bedrooms, 1 ½ baths w/newer full Bath with
heated floor updated in circa 1930 style.  Attic and basement
for storage, two-car garage; 220 electric service.  Convenient
location to downtown Westfield and train.  WSF0996
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Westfield Y B Swim Boys Beat
Hunterdon County Y, 105-103

The Westfield Y boys B swim team
defeated the Hunterdon County Y
boys, 105-103, on January 12 to im-
prove to 4-1.

8U – Brady Siegel won the 25-free
and 25-fly, as did Jack Cifelli in 25-
breast and 25-back. Kevin Wang (25-
breast, 25-fly), Jack Edmondson (25-
free) and Joseph Chen (25-back) took
second. Hunter Casazza (25-free, 25-
back), John Petit (25-breast) and
Dylan Wagner (25-fly) placed third.
Casazza, Edmondson, Siegel and
Cifelli won the 100-free relay.

9-10 – Lucas Fan won the 100IM
and 50-fly. Tomasso Wagner won the
50-free and took third in the 50-breast.
Austin Kreusser won the 50-back and
took second in the 50-free. Stefan
Criegler won the 50-breast and took
second in the 100IM and 50-back.
Nick Cannone (50-breast, 50-fly)
placed second and Evan Moore
touched third in the 100IM. Kreusser,
Moore, Fan and Wagner won the 200-
free relay.

11-12 – Tommy Pyle (50-back, 50-

fly) and Connor Moore (100IM, 50-
breast) touched first. David Adsit won
the 50-free. Ryan Thomas (100IM,
50-back), Sam Hays (50-free), Mark
Trinkle (50-breast) and Sean Beattie
(50-fly) placed second. Moore, Adsit,
Hays and Pyle won the 200-free re-
lay.

13-14 – Nicandro Donadio won the
200IM and 100-breast. Sean Clark
won 100-free and touched second in
the 100-fly. Matt Trinkle won the
100-fly and placed second in the 100-
free. Tim York won the 100-back and
placed second in the 100-breast. Rob-
ert Lockatell finished second in the
100-back. Trinkle, York, Lockatell
and Clark won the 200-free relay.

15-18 – John Taylor (200IM, 100-
fly) and Andrew Cordeiro (100-free,
100-breast) touched first. Colin
Terwelp won the 100-back and took
second in the 200IM. Mike Pesin
(100-breast, 100-back) and Justin Lo
(100-free) took second. Terwelp, Tay-
lor, Cordeiro and Lo finished won the
200-free relay.

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 
Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated. 
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JACOBS WINS IN OT, RIDGE PINS

Raider Matmen Stopped
By No. 17 Panthers, 44-27

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Raising the bar with a pair of tal-
ented teams added to its already tough
schedule, the hosting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
responded well in its, 44-27, defeat to
17th-ranked Perth Amboy, featuring
two wrestlers ranked in the top-8, on
January 19. The 7-10 Raiders won six
of the 14 bouts and also received
some impressive performances from
some of their wrestlers, who had lost.

“The kids are up for it. We saw
another top-20 team last week with
Brearley. We were competitors. Same
thing today! Perth Amboy is a tough
team. I think we match up well. My
kids are warriors. They are ready to
go out there and wrestle,” commented
Raider Head Coach John Scholz prior
to the match.

Raider Billy Jacobs and Panther
captain Shuan Lockwood immedi-
ately got everyone’s adrenalin flow-
ing at a rapid pace in the opening
bout, 215-lbs. After getting a double-
leg takedown and a pair of escapes,
Jacobs held a 4-2 lead in the third
period. Lockwood escaped. The pair
went out-of-bounds with 1.5 seconds
remaining and returned to the center
of the mat. The ref blew the whistle
then banged Jacobs with a penalty
point at the buzzer to send the bout to
overtime. Jacobs locked Lockwood
in a bear hug and took him to the mat
for a 6-4 win.

Next, heavyweight Joe Blaes bull-
dogged Jose Martinez to the mat and
pinned him with a half nelson. Later,
Raider Tristan Bundy tallied two
takedowns, a pair of escapes and a
nearfall to defeat Martin Muniz, 9-3,
at 119-lbs and Mike Ferrara scored a
third-period takedown to grab a 5-4

win over Jim Martinez at 140-lbs.
At 145-lbs, Mike Ridge whipped

Panther Mark Torres to the mat with
a headlock to record a 3:55 fall and
Trevor Cannon punished Tamir Haney
with a two-arm power crank, then a
grapevine with a head smother before
recording a fall in 3:32 at 160-lbs.

Even in defeat, 103-lb Nowell
Whitehouse saved the Raiders two
team points by holding sixth-ranked
Heriberto Quintana to an 18-5, ma-
jority decision. Raider Nick Sebolao
did the same at 125-lbs by limiting
Wes Fredericks to a 19-5, majority
decision.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
215: — Jacobs (S) d Lockwood, 6-4 OT
Hwt: — Blaes (S) p Martinez, 1:48
103: — Quintana (P) md Whitehouse,
18-5
112: — Jairo Bernal (P) p Shane Squire,
4:00
119: — Bundy (S) d Muniz, 9-3
125: — Fredericks (P) md Nick Sebolao,
19-5
130: — Brian Perez (P) p Wesley
Morrison, 1:28
135: — Tony Chaviano (P) p Dan Gore,
1:09
140: — Ferrara (S) d Martinez, 5-4
145: — Ridge (S) p Torres, 3:55
152: — Matt Cumber (P) p Al Cortez,
2:34
160: — Cannon (S) p Haney, 3:32
171: — Sam Morales (P) p Joe Sebolao,
1:11
189: — Eric Marmelesos (P) p Brian
Laspe, 0:25

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team defeated AL Johnson of
Clark, 38-36, and fell to Dover, 56-
15, and Ridge, 43-28, in a quad meet
at Ridge High School on January 19.

Junior heavyweight Joe Kania
notched three more victories to his
headgear, all by first-period fall. Kania
recorded a 37-second fall over Dover’s
Julio Marcano, a 42-second fall over
Ridge’s Steve Santner and a 35-sec-
ond fall over ALJ’s Adam Kipnis.
Junior Joe Panarese also won all three
of his bouts. At 135-lbs, he pinned
ALJ’s Jason Dent in 4:52 and edged
Ridge’s Kyle Winter, 3-2. At 130-lbs,
Panarese claimed a 4-0 decision over
Dover’s Demetrio Ibara.

Junior Sam Reichbach also won
three bouts with a 5-2, decision over
Ridge’s Chris Reilly and an 18-6,
majority decision over ALJ’s Joe Florio
at 140-lbs, and a 43-second fall over
Dover’s Peter Laverdi at 135-lbs. John
Barnes won both of his bouts with an
11-1, majority decision over ALJ’s
Chris Roberts at 125-lbs and a 13-3,
majority decision over Ridge’s Alex
Gacos at 130-lbs. Against Ridge, Chris-
tian Barber pinned Jay Basin at 125-
lbs and Jey Yingling pinned Steve
Woolford in 1:09 at 112-lbs. Against
ALJ, Alan Workman pinned Dennis
Funk in 1:09 at 160-lbs and Ryan
Jennings pinned Steve Moore in 50-
seconds at 145-lbs.

Devil Matmen Nip ALJ; Fall to Dover, Ridge

Devil Keglers Defeat
Union Farmers, 7-0
The Westfield High School var-

sity bowling team defeated Union,
2,725-2,419 on January 15 to hold
on to first place in the rugged
Watchung Conference. The point
score was 7-0, which upped
Westfield’s point record to 61-2.

The match was much closer than
the score may have suggested, as
Westfield needed a spare in the
final frame from anchor bowler
Brett Ettinger to secure the win.
Ettinger did spare and then got a
nine-count to give Westfied the first
game, 894-887.

The Blue Devils won Game 2,
905-774 and Game 3, 926-758.
Arley Rojas led the Blue Devils
with scores of 199, 201 and 197 for
a 597 series. Ettinger shot games
of 191, 200 and188 for a 579 total.
Jesse Embry had a 568 series.

Driscoll Gets Fifth
At Valentine Invt’l

The Westfield High School girls’
winter track team competed in the
Valentine Invitational at Drew Uni-
versity on January 16. Senior Rose
Driscoll placed fifth in the 1,000
meters with a time of 3:13.6.

Westfield Y A Swim Girls Sink
Hunterdon County Y, 105-103

The Westfield “Y” Girls A swim
team edged Hunterdon County “Y”
girls, 105-103, on January 12 to im-
prove to 4-0.

8U – Emily Oster won 50-free and
25-fly, as did Mackenzie Smith in the
25-breast. Emily Lockatell touched
second in the 50-free and third in the
25-back. Muriel Maloney finished
third in the 25-breast and 25-fly. Sh-
annon Pyle, Smith, Oster and
Lockatell won the 100-medley relay.
Pyle won the 25-backstroke in a team
record time of 17.05.

9-10 – Katherine Duffy won the
100-IM. Courtney Day won the 50-
back and took third in the 100-free.
Elise Morano (100-free, 50-back) and
Jamie Thomas (50-breast) placed sec-
ond. Caroline Basil (50-breast) and
Caroline Felix (50-fly) took third.

11-12 – Becky Zhang (200-IM, 50-
breast) and Carly Whitmer (100-free,

50-fly) touched first. Audrey Bangs
won the 50-back and took second in
the 200-IM. Caitlin Carroll (100-free),
Erika Daniel (50-breast) and
Catherine Kerr (50-fly) placed sec-
ond. Bangs, Zhang, Whitmer and Kerr
won the 200-medley relay.

13-14 – Allison Rose (200-IM, 100-
breast), Summer Thomas (200-free,
100-fly) and Kylie Bangs (100-back)
touched first. Olivia Scrofani (200-
IM), Abby Pires (100-breast) and Oria
Alexander (100-back) placed second.
Rose, Margaux Fleschler, Meg
Kaveney and Thomas won the 200-
medley relay.

15-18 – Suzanne Lemberg (200-
IM), Meredith Smith (100-back),
Elaine Anderson (100-breast) and
Becky Krakora (200-fly) touched first.
Smith also placed second in the 200-
free. Kate Johnson, Krakora, Lemberg
and Smith won the 200-medley relay.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Maryalice Ryan, ABR, SRES, ASP
Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Coldwell Banker President’s Circle
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004, 2005, 2006
Direct Line: 908-928-9121
maryaliceryan@comcast.net

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/27  1-4PM • 509 COLONIAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD GARDENS VICTORIAN

Situated in one of the most desirable neighborhoods in  Westfield, this home welcomes you with its
wisteria covered front porch. Inside continues to delight with superb architectural details such as parquet
floors with inlays, a boxed beam ceiling, fireplace surrounded by custom cabinetry, period moldings and
cornices. The floor plan is gracious with a lovely entry foyer providing excellent flow. The eat-in kitchen
opens to the family room. There are five bedrooms, an office/nursery, two full bathrooms and one powder
room. This is a truly unique and special home.  $749,000.

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.suechecchio.com

©2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Scotch Plains . . . This move-in condition, sun-filled Colonial / Cape offers an open, flexible floor plan and a
terrific location. Versatile living space on the first floor includes an inviting living room, formal dining room, eat-
in kitchen with center island, bedroom and full bath. The second level has a large master bedroom with ample
closet storage and an updated bath that is also accessed from another bedroom.  The lower level features a
recently renovated family room with wainscoting , laundry room and storage/utility area.  This home’s inviting
interior is complimented by wonderful outdoor living including an expansive deck overlooking a fenced, landscaped
property.  Many amenities including central air conditioning make this a picture-perfect home situated within
easy access to major highways and New York City transportation.  Offered for $444,000.  WSF0015

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLINGING TIGHTLY…Raider Mike Ferrara, left, maintains control of Pan-
ther Jim Martinez to pull out a 5-4 victory at 140-lbs.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MISFORUNE AT THE 160 LB. BOUT…Raider Rob Desiato had things going
with a 4-3 advantage against Minuteman Ivan Ordonez until an injury sidelined
him to end the match in the first period.
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FOUL-SHOOTING FINALISTS…Pictured are finalists from the Scotch Plains
Recreation Basketball Foul-Shooting Contest, Boys 5th Grade Division, which
took place on January 14. Sean Esbrandt, second from right, won with Michael
Lee, second from left, took second.

FSPY/Ridgewood ‘Y’s Prepare
For Championship Swim Season

St. Helen’s Shoot-A-Thon
Set for Sunday, January 27

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y
(FSPY) and Ridgewood Y swim team
used a format to prepare for the
YMCA State championships, the
YMCA Silver championships and
Junior Olympics (“JOs”) in late Feb-
ruary and early March.

FSPY had 28 of 31 competitors in
individual events swim personal-best
times, while Ridgewood had 26
swimmers with personal bests. FSPY
qualified 17 and Ridgewood 10 for Y
silvers.

Y States Qualifiers: FSPY – Sarah
Cronin (200IM, 100-backstroke,
100-butterfly), Hannah Markey
(100-breaststroke, 200-backstroke),
Jodie Thompson (200-breaststroke),
and Molly Gaynor (100-butterfly).

Individual medley:  FSPY quali-
fied seven for Y silvers – Micaela
Lyons, Elsa Leistikow, Molly
Gaynor, Caroline Lesce, Caroline
Leahy, Caitlin Glynn and Julie
Stankiewicz. All nine 10U swim-
mers posted personal-best times, in-
cluding Glynn and Stankiewicz.

All of the 10U breastrokers re-
corded personal bests, including
Kelly Bracuto, who qualified for Y
silvers.

In freestyle, 25 FSPY competitors
recorded personal bests. Glynn,
Lauren Sjonell, Bracuto, Emma
Jaczko, Casey Daudelin, Leistikow,
Gaynor, Jodie Thompson, Leahy,
Janine Cadet, Emma Sherry, Emily
Ho, Natalie Jablonski, Anna Volski
and Nicole DePaola qualified for Y
Silvers.

In backstroke, Micaela Lyons, Th-
ompson, Amanda Banasiak,
Stankiewicz and Sjonell qualified
for Y silvers. In butterfly, DePaola,
Jaczko, Banasiak, and Zoe Verrico
qualified for Y silvers.

All three of the (15-18) FSPY 400-
yard freestyle relays qualified for Y
states, as did two of their 400-med-
ley relays. The third FSPY medley
relay team qualified for Y silvers.

WESTFIELD – The St. Helen’s
CYO Basketball program will be
holding its fourth Annual Shoot-A-
Thon on Sunday, January 27 at the
Westfield High School. St. Helen’s
will have all nine of its travel teams
participating in the event in a
fundraiser to support the “Helping
Hands and Hearts” service ministry
at St. Helen’s Church. Each partici-
pant will shoot 100 foul shots.

The Helping Hands and Hearts
program was extended to persons
outside the local community, pri-
marily the poor and the homeless of
inner cities. Through the help of
many volunteers, the activities of
this outreach include providing help
through the Prayer Network, Meals
to Shut-ins, Transportation assis-
tance, Home Visits, Support to
Caregivers, Parish Nursing, One-
On-One Ministry and Visits to
Homes and Nursing Homes.

In addition to the core services,

the program also provides Thanks-
giving Baskets to approximately 200
needy families and approximately
3,000 Christmas Gifts are donated
through other churches, schools and
agencies. The Helping Hands and
Hearts program also operates a Soup
Kitchen and Food Pantry.

Each participant will seek
pledges, either a straight pledge of
any amount of money or on a per
shot basis. The pledges will be
shared between the CYO Basket-
ball program – 75 percent, and 25
percent for the fundraiser.

All those businesses and/or indi-
viduals interested in sponsoring a
basketball player or coach, can kindly
contact a coach or player or respond
directly to Athletic Director, James
Birnie (birniej@aol.com) or Finance
Director, Oliver Kirna by email at
(o.kirna@comcast.net) with a pledge
amount. A pledge can by entered at
any time up through February 10.

Jim O’Connor (www.njsportpics.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLOCKING THE SHOT…Louisville Cardinals forward Derrick Caracter, No.
32, blocks the shot of Seton Hall Pirates guard/forward Brian Laing, No. 14, as he
drives to the basket during second half action at the Prudential Center in Newark.
Seton Hall Pirates defeated Louisville Cardinals, 92-82.

  Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
  908-233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2006

218 Canterbury Road, Westfield, NJ 
Public Open House Sunday, January 27th 1—4PM 

This exquisite Wychwood Colonial sparkles with a seam-
less blend of timeless artistry and desirable amenities. 
Hardwood floors, archways, traditional moldings and cus-
tom built-ins enchant you while a “state-of-the-art” up-
dated kitchen, just off the family room welcomes you. The 
foyer opens to a living room with marble surround fire-
place, the formal dining room with bay window, library 
and den with full bath enlivening the first floor. The mas-
ter suite with ample closet space & updated bath, three 
additional bedrooms, a rec room and a professionally 
landscaped yard, with ample room for a pool, with bi-level 
deck compose an unsurpassed venue. Presented for 
$1,785,000.  Dir: E. Broad to Wychwood to Canterbury 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

NONO NONO

NONONONO

When it comes to her clients 
Realtor®Grace Rappa is in the know.

WORRIES

EXCUSES KIDDING

COMPLICATIONS Buying or selling your home is serious business.  Grace understands. She provides services that removes the unknowns so you can rest easy
throughout your transaction.  NO worries  because she really listens to you.  Accomplishing your goals is how Grace measures her success.  No
complications because Grace is knowledgeable and thorough.  Contracts are sound and your best interests are always priority ONE.  NO excuses
because Grace delivers.  Her service is based on performance not talk. When it comes to being a top real estate professional, Grace doesn’t kid
around.  She’s as serious about your home as you are.  Call her today for a free professional brochure. You’ll be glad you did.

Making a Lasting Impression

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. 
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Direct: 908-301-2019 • Cell: 908-770-441
Visit: www.GraceRappa.com Email: Grace.Rappa@cbmoves.com RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

908-233-555

852127

“Top 1% of 64,000 Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide”

Cranford Cape Cod $459,900
New Listing

Westfield Center Hall Colonial
$789,900 New Listing

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/27  • 1-4PM

Union Cape Cod $349,000

Westfield Colonial $569,000
New Price

Westfield New Colonial $1,599,000

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/27  • 1-4PM

Please visit my website at www.GraceRappa.com and click on “My Listings” to see virtual tours and floor
plans for these properties.  Call me for an appointment to view these homes.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

WHEREAS, Article 4:05(A) Land Use Ordinance of the Borough of Fanwood, County
of Union, State of New Jersey required the Planning Board to determine the date, time
and locations of the monthly meetings through January of the next year when it organizes
in January.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Board of The Borough of
Fanwood that it will meet at 7:30 PM, in the lower level meeting room of the Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey on the following dates:

2008
AGENDA MEETINGS REGULAR MEETINGS
January 14, 2008 January 23, 2008

** February 19, 2008 February 27, 2008
March 17, 2008 March 26, 2008
April 14, 2008 April 23, 2008
May 19, 2008 May 28, 2008
June 16, 2008 June 25, 2008
July 14, 2008 July 23, 2008
August 18, 2008 August 27, 2008
September 15, 2008 September 24, 2008
October 20, 2008 October 29, 2008
November 10, 2008 November 19, 2008
December 8, 2008 *** December 16, 2008

** January  20, 2009 January 28, 2009

and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be prominently posted on

the bulletin board in the Borough Hall, mailed to The Times and The Courier News, filed
with the Borough Clerk and mailed to any person requesting same in accordance with the
requirements of the Open Meetings Act.

Pat Hoynes, Board Secretary
1 T - 1/24/08, The TImes Fee: $55.08

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on Mon-
day, February 11, 2008, Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue at 7:30 pm in Coun-
cil Chambers to hear the preliminary and
final major subdivision application of An-
thony D’Amore for property located at 1240
& 1250 Cooper Road, Block 14701, Lots 2
& 3, Scotch Plains.  The Applicant pro-
poses to subdivide the properties to create
two new buildable lots fronting on a pro-
posed extension of Eton Row. The follow-
ing variances are requested:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, Col. 4- Lot
Width, Existing Lots 2 & 3; Required:
160 feet; Existing & Proposed: 156.03 feet
each lot.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T- 1/24/08, The Times Fee: $24.48

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TESTING THEIR LUCK…The Westfield High School ice hockey team held its
annual SKATE-A THON at the Union Sports Arena on January 19. About 150
participants tested their luck, taking shots on the goalies.

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2006

www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

 Direct Line 908-301-2015

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield . . . Magnificent Stone Creek custom 12 RM, 6 BDRM, 7 ½ BTH, 6600 sq.ft.
colonial. Architectural integrity, detailed craftsmanship & prestigious location. Outstanding
amenities.-customized ceilings, exquisite millwork, old world arched drways, 2 story foyer
w/motorized chand. Lift, 4 frplcs, circular strcase, holiday sz DR, deluxe KIT, butler’s pantry
w/wet bar,  1st flr guest suite, Library, Master suite w/frplc, dress. Rm, & sitting rm. 1st & 2nd

flr game rms, 3 car garage, 4 zn HT & CAC.  148 x 200 property.      $3,795,000.  WSF0065

Westfield . . . New quality 4000 sq. ft., ready to move-in. Spacious RMS, LR, FDR, FR,
mud rm. Deluxe KIT w/ custom cherry cabs, Creama Bordeaux granite, sep. break rm.
All 5 BRS on 2nd Flr, 3 ½  luxury BTHS w/ imported marble. MBR w/10ft.tray ceil,
whr’pl BTH.  Hwflrs,#1 red oak throughout, frt & Bk staircs, blue stn patio, carriage
house 2 CGR, charm covered frt & Bk porch. 268 deep prop.      $1,395,000.  WSF0091

Westfield . . . Spectacular builder’s own 5800 sq ft HM. Meticulous attention to quality
craftsmanship, extraordinary style & timeless elegance. 5 BRS, 4 Full & 2 half BTHS,
deluxe KIT, MBRM w/sitting RM w/wet bar, office, private patio & luxury BTH.  Superior
finishes, 5 FRPLC, accented ceil, banquet sz DR, Billiard RM, views of Watchung Mts ,
7 ZN HT/CAC,  beaut terraced property (.58 ac.) and much more.      $2,750,000  WSF0791
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BETTY LYNCH
Broker / Sales Associate

CELL: 908-419-5141
bettlync@att.net

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January 27 • 1:00-4:00pm
1059 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield

Center Hall Colonial situated on prime half acre property with circular drive. Expert craftsmanship and truly inspired
choices of interior design, combining formal living areas with casual space to accommodate today’s lifestyle. 5 bedrooms
(including two master bedrooms—one on each floor), 4.2 baths. Gourmet Plain & Fancy kitchen with separate breakfast
room/conservatory. Fabulous great room with fireplace and French doors to patio. Two story entry, 2 fireplaces (including
one in the second floor master bedroom), stone and hardwood flooring, exquisite millwork, butler’s pantry, second
floor laundry, walk-up third level and so much more! Choose your colors and final touches in this exceptionally
appointed home. Close proximity to NYC transportation. $2,395,000.

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an ordinance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Council of the Town of Westfield at
a meeting held January 22, 2008, and that the said Council will further consider the same
for final passage on the 5th day of February, 2008 at 8:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and place any person who may be
interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1909

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
CHAPTER 16, “PARKS AND RECREATION” BY CHANGING CERTAIN
FEES FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE MEMORIAL POOL AND BY ESTAB-
LISHING CERTAIN NEW MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town council of the Town of Westfield as follows:
That Section 16-12 “Fees established” be amended to read as follows:

Class of Membership Resident

1. Family $350.00
2. Family with full time child care $530.00
3. Husband and Wife without children

   OR Parent with child under 12 $270.00
4. Individual $180.00
5. Senior Citizen $75.00

Class of Membership Non-Resident

1. Family $610.00
2. Family with full time child care $940.00
3. Husband and Wife without children

   OR Parent with child under 12 $505.00
4. Individual $ 335.00
5. Senior Citizen $140.00

SECTION III.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict, or inconsistent, with any
part of the terms of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION IV.  In the event that any section, part or provision of this ordinance shall be
held to be unconstitutional or invalid by any court, such holding shall not affect the validity
of this ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part so held unconstitu-
tional or invalid.

SECTION V.  This ordinance shall take effect after passage and publication as soon
as, and in the manner, permitted by law.
1 T - 1/24/08, The Leader Fee: $75.48

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 3/6/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey
Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; for:

Route I-78 & Garden State Parkway Interchange 142, CONTRACT NO.
052985450; Interchange Improvements, Townships of Union and Hillside in

Union County, Township of Irvington in Essex County, Essex and Union
Counties; Federal Project No: HPP-NH-078-5 (094); DP  NO: 07169

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

For Federal projects,  Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution. Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/17/08, 1/24/08 and 1/31/08, The Leader Fee: $183.60

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETING: Board/PTA Roundtable Discussion

DATE OF MEETING: Monday, January 28, 2008

LOCATION: Park Middle School Media Center
580 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey  07076

TIME: 7:30 p.m. – “Meet & Greet” Coffee
8:00 p.m. – Question/Answer & Discus-
sion

PURPOSE OF MEETING: The Board will meet with the PTA to dis-
cuss various topics of concern.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will not be taken.
1 T - 1/24/08, The Times Fee: $33.66

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 1/29/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Drainage Restoration Contract, Region North 2008, Various Drainage Systems
on Various State Highways, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex,

Union and Warren Counties; 100% STATE; DP  NO: 08404

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/10/08, 1/17/08 and 1/24/08, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

Filing of Motion
for Temporary Immunity in the
Superior Court of New Jersey

NOTICE is hereby given that the Bor-
ough of Mountainside, the Borough of
Mountainside Council and the Borough of
Mountainside Planning Board (collectively,
"Municipal Parties"), as parties in In Re
Borough of Mountainside, Docket No.
UNN-L-3624-07, have filed a Stipulation
of Dismissal, dismissing this case.

The public is invited to review the Stipu-
lation papers, which are available for pub-
lic inspection at the office of the Borough
Clerk, 1385 Route 22, Mountainside, New
Jersey during regular business hours.

Martha DeJesus, Clerk
Borough of Mountainside

1385 Route 22
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092

1 T - 1/24/08, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on
FEBRUARY 7, 2008 at 7:30 pm, in the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment will
hold a public hearing to consider the fol-
lowing appeal:

Anthony DeBellis, for a side set-back
Variance to retain an existing addition to
an existing detached garage which was
constructed in violation of Section 23-
3.4A, whereby the minimum side-yard
setback requirement is 15 feet and con-
structed and existing is 9 feet +/-.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/24/08, The Times Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held January 22,
2008, and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
5th day of February, 2008 at 8:00 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1910

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union as follows:

SECTION I. That the following portions
of Chapter 13 shall be amended to include
the following:

Section 13-20 of Chapter 13 of the Town
Code shall be changed by adding the
following language:

North Scotch Plains Avenue, easterly
side, between West Broad Street and
South Avenue.

SECTION II. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of the terms of this ordinance are
hereby repealed to the extent that they are
in such conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION III. In the event any section,
part or provision of this ordinance shall be
held unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holding shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof other than the part so held uncon-
stitutional or invalid.

SECTION IV. This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication, as
soon as, and in the manner permitted by
law.
1 T - 1/24/08, The Leader Fee: $43.86

Legal Advertising
See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

“You Gotta Have Faith”

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
www.NJTopHomes.com RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue •  908 233-5555

74 Arlene Court, Fanwood - Just Reduced to $399,900!!
Located in a charming neighborhood and close to schools this 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath split-

level is functional and large in size!  Curl up on a cold night and enjoy a book in front of the

Living Room’s wood burning fireplace.  The charming dining room and family room are

accented with wonderful built-ins.  The home has a newer roof and was recently painted

inside and out!  This lovely home is situated on a beautiful, large lot, perfect for playing on

a nice day!  Truly a fabulous find for $399,900!

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on
FEBRUARY 7, 2008, at 7:30 pm., in the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment will
hold a public hearing to consider the fol-
lowing appeal:

Carol Kraus, for Variances to permit the
renovation of the existing two-story struc-
ture and construct an addition to the build-
ing located at 457-459 Park Avenue, Block
1401, Lot 13, located in the B-1 Zone
contrary to the following sections of the
Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.9(a)5-Office & Multi-Fam-
ily; Allowed: 12 Bedrooms per acre; Pro-
posed: 17 Bedrooms, less than one acre.

Section 23-3.9(d)4-Lot Area; Required:
One Acre; Proposed: Approximately .8
acre.

Section 23-3.9(d)6-Max Height; Al-
lowed: 35 feet & 2-1/2 stories; Proposed:
Three stories.

Section 23-3.9(d)13-Buffer; Required:
10 feet from School Place; Proposed: 10
feet.

The Planning Board will determine
whether the proposed buffer is adequately
planted.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard

The file pertaining to this application in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/24/08, The Times Fee: $35.70

       Sherrie Natko, Sales Associate 
         President’s Club, ABR 

         908-233-3014, Direct Dial 

         908-303-8133, Cellular 
           www.trustsherrie.com 

27 Canterbury Lane, Westfield, New Jersey 
Public Open House Sunday, January 27th  1:00—4:00PM

Beautifully situated on one of Wychwood’s most picturesque lanes, this storybook Colonial 
enchants you with exquisite details and desirable updates. The sun lit interior dazzles you 
with hardwood floors, rich textures and handsome moldings. Entertain graciously in the 
formal dining room and the elegant living room. The gourmet eat-in kitchen offers Rutt 
cabinetry, top-of-the-line appliances and opens to the cozy family room & delightful sun-
room. Private spaces include a master bedroom with custom closets, sitting area & up-
dated bath as well as generous bedrooms and another updated full bath. A marvelous sur-
prise is the “pass-through” fireplace that warms the living room and the kitchen. Relax in 
the fire lit recreation room or on the bluestone patio in the lovely fenced backyard. Pre-
sented for $1,375,000. Dir: East Broad to Wychwood Rd. to Canterbury Rd. to Canterbury 
Lane. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 
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CLASSIFIEDS

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Kitchens & Bathrooms

Designed & Installed by

Dudick & Son
Also cabinet refacing & counter replacement

40 North Avenue Garwood  •  Ph: 908-789-1790

Satisfying customers since 1946

Visit our website at www.dudickandson.com

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork

The Woodworks
Architectural Woodwork

Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089  / Cell: 908-705-0653

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

BOUSQUET CONSTRUCTION Co.
1-800-351-1964

Building & Remodeling
Property Management

Roofing & Siding
New Construction

Historical Restorations

Serving Westfield for 30 years

         BRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STONEONEONEONEONE

MASON CONTRACTOR
For ALL Your Masonry and Building Needs

732-388-3151
Free Estimates – Fully Insured (#13vh03917500)

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Cursi Ceramic Tile & Marble
Contractor, L.L.C.

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
  Unique Tile Patios and more ...

908 - 232 - 7383
Commercial - Residential - References

John DeNicola Jr.

WESTFIELD

Owner Operated for 25 Years
Fully Insured - Free Estimates

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Mon-
day, February 4, 2008 in the Council
Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the
following appeal for variance(s) from the
requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.

In-Town Condominium Construction
Co., LLC, 111-129 Prospect Street; Seek-
ing permission to maintain on a temporary
basis certain signage in connection with
construction on the property, including
sales and informational signs which are of
assistance to the public and which are
temporary.  Specifically, Applicant seeks
the placement of one temporary construc-
tion sign, 2 feet x 3 feet on the fence along
the front of the property, and a second
temporary construction sign 12 feet x 5
feet on the fence along the front of the
property, and a temporary real estate sign
42 feet 2 inches x 5 feet on the front of the
building, contrary to the requirements of
section 16.04R(1), which permits a 4
square foot sign, whereas a 210.83 square
foot sign is proposed; contrary to section
16.07F, which forbids signs attached to
fences, whereas two are proposed; con-
trary to the requirements of section
16.04R(4) which limits the number of con-
struction signs to one, whereas two are
proposed; contrary to the requirements of
section 16.04R(4)(a) limiting size to 9
square feet whereas 60 square feet is
proposed; and contrary to the provisions
of section 16.04R(4)(c), as to two signs,
which requires a 10 foot setback, whereas
no setback is proposed for the signs on the
fence.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathy Nemeth, Secretary
Planning Board

1 T - 1/24/08, The Leader Fee: $46.92

OPEN HOUSE - SUN 1 TO 4

For Sale: 780 Cranford Ave,
Westfield. Completely renovated,
exquisite, 4 bdrm, 2 1/2 bth, Center
Hall Colonial. Professional kit.

(908) 803-0288

AFTER SCHOOL CARE

In my Westfield home. Perfect
for college student or senior
citizen. After school care for
2 elementary school children.
3-5pm, M-F. Must drive.
(908) 403-3415 leave message.

TUTOR- CERTIFIED TEACHER

NJ Certified Teacher (K-8)
available to tutor K-4.

All subject areas.
Contact Lisa @ (908) 322-6877

NJASK TUTOR

Experienced Scotch Plains
teacher available for NJAsk
tutoring for grades 3,4 and 5. The
NJAsk is around the corner. Are
you looking for a tutor to raise
your child’s score? Look no further!
Call Kim at (908) 463-6067.
Private and group rates available.

ADORABLE MALTI-TSHU PUP

1 year old maltese shitzhu pup.
Shots & papers, microchip,
neutered, crate trained, groomed,
sweet personality- he’s a lover
& pleaser! Looking for a GREAT
home to love & spoil him!
$700.00 includes toys, treats,
crate, papers, vet records.

Call (908) 654-6310
Please ask for Michelle

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp.
For each client you give me,

1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

HELP WANTED

“Something special is happening
here.” Grow with Prudential NJ
Properties! Hiring new/exper-
ienced agents! Excellent training!

(908) 232-5664 (Margie)

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

HOUSE FOR RENT

Westfield: 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath,
attached 2 car garage. Short walk
to Franklin & Roosevelt Schools
& town. 6mths-1yr + lease.

$3,500.00/mo, OBO
(908) 233-0125

HOUSE CLEANING

14 years of experience.
Homes, Offices, Apartments

Free Estimates
Call Marilda (732) 672-1211

WESTFIELD FOR RENT 1-6 MO

Cheery, spacious, refreshed
Colonial Home. 3Bed, 1.5 bath.
Walk to Washington School, train,
town. Nicely furnished/equipped
or empty. Avail Jan 11. $125/day.
(908) 698-2630 Owner is lic agnt

HELP WANTED

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIST
SPRINGFIELD

AD/PR AGENCY
FT or PT (9-2:30)

Busy office has diversified
responsibilities for extraordinarily
organized, well spoken/written,
bright individual w/MS Office
proficiency,BA/BS & min. 3 years
office exp. Pls send resume to

srapp@rappadv.com
or call (973) 467-5570

SPANISH TUTOR AVAILABLE

Certified Spanish Teacher in
Union area looks to tutor

Middle or High School students.
Flexible hours.

Call Danielle (908) 688-2205

WESTFIELD

Office suite for rent
1996.5 sq ft

Downtown Westfield.
Six on-site parking spots

Available Feb.1
Call (908) 789-6793 ask for Larry

ARE YOU HAVING A SUPER
BOWL PARTY? Rent the LCD
Projector or Plasma TV you
need to make your party a
BLAST! We have sound equip
avail as well. For details call

Westfield AV.com
(908) 838-9090

SUPER BOWL
Remembering the Legacy and
Living the Dream of Dr. King

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Mountainside School Administrator
Richard O’Malley, school-board mem-
bers and copied to The Westfield
Leader. It is edited for brevity.

I am a resident of Mountainside. I
have three school-aged children, two
sons attending Governor Livingston
High School and a daughter attending
Deerfield School.

I recently reviewed the Deerfield
School monthly schedule entitled,
“Deerfield School – January, 2008 –
Celebrate Diversity,” and to my sur-
prise, saw that the schedule for Janu-
ary 21,– Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
indicated a 1 p.m. dismissal, rather
than a full holiday school closure as
provided for my sons by the Berkeley
Heights Board of Education.

I must admit that I was disappointed
and appalled by this discovery. Per-
haps it was because the previous
evening my family and I viewed the
‘American Experience’ on PBS, which
featured the award winning series –
“Eyes on the Prize.” The episode re-
counted the Montgomery bus boy-
cotts and the Children’s March in Al-
bany, GA which through peaceful pro-
test, challenged government sanc-
tioned segregation of public educa-
tion and facilities resulting in incar-
cerations, water hosing, target bomb-
ings, killing and abusing of children,
students and other American citizens
of all races, religions and backgrounds.

I am a proud American. Therefore,
I find it tragically ironic that the school
calendar was entitled, “Celebrate Di-
versity.” Perhaps it was because of the
legacy of Dr. King, his civil rights
quest for integration and educational
opportunities for all American chil-
dren, particularly black children who
were not viewed by many to be worthy
of the same public education of non-
white American children.

I tried to rationalize the Board’s
decision to downgrade this national
holiday, which, I might add, is ob-
served by the Federal government, the

majority of state, county and munici-
pal governments. It is a national holi-
day observed by financial institutions,
Wall Street and other industries. What
message does it send the children of
Mountainside and the larger commu-
nity? It seems to suggest that King
Day, while a holiday, is less important
than other national holidays and by
extension, Dr. King and his legacy are
not to be valued by the children of the
district or their parents. This action
flies in the face of the equality that Dr.
King gave his life to ensure that all
Americans should enjoy.

The school district’s goal, I assume,
is to add a day to the calendar of
school days for the year. However,
why this day? This goal is far out-
weighed by the significance of this
day, which honors the legacy of a
great man, who embraced passive re-
sistance in his quest for equality in
public education, voting rights for
Blacks, equal opportunity as provided
by the US Constitution and civil rights
for all Americans.

Dr. King died as he lived – fighting
injustice, peacefully portraying the
ideal that “all men are created equal.”

Is this not what every eighth grader
at Deerfield is encouraged to learn at
the annual trip to Raritan Valley Com-
munity College? During this senior
trip, the students listen to holocaust
victims recount the past and learn that
genocide, racism and violence against
humanity should be condemned.

My daughter will not be attending
school January 21. She will be observ-
ing Dr. Martin Luther King Day along
with her brothers. My family, as Ameri-
cans, will dignify the day by remem-
bering the legacy and living the dream
of Dr. King.

Please help me understand your in-
sensitivity to this legacy. Perhaps the
board will have second thoughts, next
year, when approving the January cal-
endar, “Celebrating Diversity.”

Audrey Davidson-Cunningham
Mountainside

Another Letter to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

BEDROOM SET

Headboard dresser/mirror
 and nite stand.

List $1000 sell $375
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

MATTRESS SET

Queen double pillow top,
new in plastic w/warranty

Value $500. sell $225
Call (732) 259-0016
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WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 THOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHT
Fried Rice Wars

WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 WESTFIELD FOOD 4 THOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHTTHOUGHT

By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Everyone around here thinks that they
came up with the recipe for this deli-
cious fried rice.

It’s so good that most of the members
of my family try to lay claim to this
original recipe.

My husband
thinks it’s his, like
everything else
around here.

I’d like to think
it’s mine since cook-
ing is my vocation.
My youngest son
also enjoys cooking
and has gotten quite
good at preparing
the fried rice.

But the truth is, it
is my second son,
Jason, who really
perfected this dish. Since today is his
20th birthday, it is time he is given the
credit he deserves for perfecting this
winning combination.

From a very young age, he began
experimenting in
the kitchen and cre-
ating many deli-
cious concoctions.
From this fried rice
to chocolate-
dipped fruits to
stews and mari-
nades for barbe-
cues, cooking was
a passion from the
start.

He’s always been a chip off the old
block. He has never been afraid to take
culinary risks nor has he been afraid to
leave a big mess in the kitchen.

Today, he spends his school breaks
working in a downtown restaurant, and
although he isn’t given the chance to
take culinary risks there, he is getting
exposure to an industry that brings him
gratification.

The secret to this rice is to use a well-
seasoned wok or frying pan and to cook
it over a very high flame. The rustic
chicken noodle soup is another favorite
creation.

FRIED RICE
*The rice should be made in ad-

vance.

INGREDIENTS
2 cups white rice
3 garlic cloves
4 tablespoons canola oil, divided
8 ounces sliced mushroom
1 bunch scallions, trimmed and chopped

3 eggs
3 tablespoons teriyaki sauce
2 tablespoons soy sauce
1 tablespoon sesame oil

PROCEDURE
Boil the white rice with the garlic cloves in four

cups of water. Let simmer until the water is
absorbed. Prepare the rice at least one hour in

advance. Heat a sea-
soned* wok or a large
seasoned frying pan un-
til hot. Add one of the
four tablespoons of the
oil. Sauté the mush-
rooms for one to two
minutes and remove
from the heat. Set aside.
Heat one tablespoon of
the oil and sauté the scal-
lions for one to two min-
utes. Remove from the
heat and set aside. Heat
the remaining two table-
spoons of oil. Add the
rice, and over a high heat,
quickly sauté for one
minute. Push the rice up
on the sides of the wok

or pan and crack the eggs in the center of the pan.
Scramble the eggs and cook through. When the
eggs are scrambled, add the rice back in and
continue stir-frying for two more minutes. Add
the teriyaki sauce, soy sauce and sesame oil. Add
the mushrooms and scallions back and mix well.

Serve immediately.

NOTE: The secret
to this recipe is to get
the wok or frying pan
very hot before add-
ing the oil. Then con-
tinue cooking rice
over a high flame and
stir-fry it quickly.

*A seasoned wok
or pan is one that has
been cleaned to ex-
pose the bare metal
and then greased with

vegetable oil or animal fat and then heated to
bond the fat to the metal.

RUSTIC CHICKEN
NOODLE SOUP

INGREDIENTS
8 cups water
2 cans (about 10 ounces) chicken broth
2 pounds skinless and boneless chicken breasts,
diced
4 medium carrots, diced
3 cloves garlic
1 packet (.14ounce) G. Washington Rich Brown
Seasoning and Broth or 1 beef bullion cube
Salt & pepper to taste
½ pound linguini

PROCEDURE
Combine the water, chicken broth, diced

chicken, carrots and garlic in a large pot. Bring
to a boil. Simmer for one hour. Add the season-
ing or bullion and salt and pepper and continue
to simmer for 30 minutes. In a medium pot, boil
enough water to cook the linguini according to
package directions. Drain. Place some linguini
in the bottom of each soup bowl and pour the
soup on top. Add some chicken and carrots for
a complete meal.

Yield:  10 servings

RUSTIC CHICKEN
NOODLE SOUP

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and 1/2 popcorns

On paper, director Anne Fletcher’s
27 Dresses may sound like typical, right-
off-the-rack mush. But to offhandedly
dismiss it as such will cost you an
entertaining time at the Bijou. You see,
this is good mush. In fact, the screen-
play by Aline Brosh McKenna, who
adapted The Devil Wears Prada (2006)
for celluloid, might even be designer
mush.

Possessed of a charming chutzpah,
the film intrepidly tackles head-on and
successfully mines for its updated worth
one of screwball comedy’s biggest
clichés. Younger, sexy sister Tess, por-
trayed by Malin Akerman, is to be wed
before goodhearted, soulful, much bet-
ter person Jane, superbly played by
Katherine Heigl.

If the plot rings a bell, then you also
know that, only to add insult to injury,
little sis’ choice of a bridegroom just so
happens to be George (Edward Burns).
That’s right, the oh-so-perfect guy Jane
has been trying to lasso ever since she
came to work for him. Of course, Tess
manages the coup in a matter of min-
utes.

Don’t you just hate her? That’s pre-
cisely the point. By now, even viewers
who’ve brought along their Y chromo-
some are identifying with Jane. Hey,
this goes beyond dating ethics. It’s a
microcosm of human morality, all rolled
up into that timeless lament: Life sim-
ply isn’t fair.

Word. Jane has adored Boss George
without pause. She’s heralded the illus-
trious sportsman’s mountain climbing
and, in the role of personal assistant, has
unfalteringly steadied the ladder while
he’s scaled the heights to CEO of his
own, ecologically concerned corpora-
tion. He’s appreciated her efficiency,
but the dude is clueless.

Boy! I’m telling you. And now,
this…this little runway model, this, oh,
it just burns you up. She just flies in
from a shoot in Italy and, probably
because she doesn’t have anything bet-
ter to do, in one fell swoop tears asunder
her big sister’s hopes, dreams and aspi-
rations. The big sister who, inciden-
tally, raised her after their mom died.

Poor Cinderella…I mean Jane. Mak-
ing it even worse, not only has the
selfish sibling trashed our heroine’s ro-
mantic aspirations, but she’s made a
mockery of her hobby.

The opening scene explains the title
as the perennial bridesmaid changes
dresses in a cab. Rushing between two
weddings, they mark her 26th and 27th
appearance in that capacity.

Jane obviously holds dear the tradi-
tion and pageantry of marriage. She
confidently believes that someday, when

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

27 Dresses: Wears Well
On the Funny bone

her prince wakes up, the kindhearted-
ness cast upon the waters of matrimony
will be repaid at her own blissful event.
So it only figures that cynical Kevin
Doyle (James Marsden) should enter
stage right to further fuel the flames.

Jane’s lost Filofax, found by the out-
wardly sarcastic scribe of the Commit-
ments (wedding) section of the New
York Journal, inspires him to pen a
piece about the ensuing nuptials. Unbe-
knownst to the world-class dreamer,
under pseudonym he’s actually the col-
umnist she’s long admired for his poetic
reportage of said blessed events.

Sparks fly. Misunderstandings reign
supreme. You guess where this is going.
Still, nuances in the telling of the old
chestnut, combined with some tried and
true mechanisms, justify its revival.
Shades of It Happened One Night
(1934), don’t miss Jane and Kevin sing-
ing Benny and the Jets while marooned
at a rural roadhouse.

Miss Heigl is a paradigm of comic
timing as conservator of those 27 brides-
maid dresses. No revengeful sob sister,
Jane is unrequited love’s Gandhi, the
keeper of amour’s flame and a self-
effacing sense of humor. Only when
confronted by a moral dilemma regard-
ing another’s happiness does she un-
leash her wrath. And even then, she’s
graciously contrite.

Supporting the role model, Judy Greer
is a naughty heir apparent to the wise-
cracking best friend Eve Arden etched
into the genre; Mr. Marsden is rascally
as the fourth part of the quadrangle, and
Edward Burns is appropriately unwit-
ting as the object of Jane’s affection.
Their performances help make 27
Dresses a fittingly funny change of pace
for anyone needing respite from the
season’s more serious collection of haute
cinema.

* * *
27 Dresses, rated PG-13, is a Fox

2000 Pictures release directed by Anne
Fletcher and stars Katherine Heigl,
James Marsden and Malin Akerman.
Running time: 107 minutes.

Saxophonist Shannon Pierce
Shares Talent at WF Library

Butterfly Begins Rehearsals
In NYC for Cranford Stage
CRANFORD – The Little Opera

Company of New Jersey has begun
rehearsals in Manhattan for its produc-
tion of Puccini’s Madame Butterfly,
which will be performed at the Cranford
Dramatic Club Theatre in March.

“We are very excited about this per-
formance, and we have an outstanding
cast of professionals lined up,” said
Valerie Pineda, executive director of the
company.

Soprano Kam Cheng heads up the
cast of professionals in the role of Cio-
Cio San. Ms. Cheng’s career began on
Broadway in 1991 as Kim in Miss
Saigon.

Later in 1996, she performed in the
critically acclaimed revival of King and
I. Her most recent Broadway appear-
ance was in Baz Luhrman’s production
of La Boheme. Ms. Cheng’s has per-
formed internationally as an opera
singer.

“I am excited to finally get to play the
role of Cio-Cio San in Madame Butter-
fly. The Little Opera Company is an
inspiring company to work with be-
cause of their commitment to the arts
education of young people. This pro-
duction will feature several teens from
New Jersey. That is very special,” Ms.
Cheng said.

The cast also includes Gustavo
Ahualli, Argentinian-born baritone, as
Sharpless. “It is so wonderful to be able
to rehearse in the best city in the country
and bring a classic opera to a commu-
nity like Cranford. This is great for the

community. We are really looking for-
ward to it,” Mr. Ahualli said.

Mezzo-soprano Jessica Grigg will
sing the role of Suzuki. She is a New
York Metropolitan Opera National
Council Auditions Winner and has per-
formed the role of Carmen with the
Buffalo Philharmonic under the baton
of Julius Rudel.

The role of Pinkerton will be played
by tenor John Tsotsoros. Recent perfor-
mances include Tulsa Opera’s produc-
tion of The Little Prince as Baobab and
Hunter, as well as the Prince in its
performance of Rusalka.

Mr. Tsotsoros recently completed an
apprenticeship with Lake George Op-
era, where he sang the role of Frank in
the professional premier of Our Town
by Ned Rorem. Mr. Tsotsoros has also
performed with the Kansas City Puccini
Festival in the roles of Cavaradossi in
Tosca, the title role in Edgar, and Des
Grieux in Manon Lescaut.

The cast has started musical and stag-
ing rehearsals for the performances,
which will be staged by Fausto Pineda
and conducted by Mark Hyczko.

The performances will be sung in
Italian with English super titles. Show
dates include 8 p.m. Friday, March 7,
and 2 p.m., Sunday, March 9, at the
CDC Theatre at 78 Winans Aveune.

For tickets and information, call (908)
731-1377. The Little Opera Company
is a division of the NJ Workshop for the
Arts. See littleoperacompany.com for
more.

WF Symphony Announces
Spanish-Style Valentine’s

WESTFIELD –  The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) will present
¡CON AMOR DESDE ESPAÑA! – a
Spanish-style Valentine’s celebration of
passion and romanticism – on Satur-
day, February 9, at 8 p.m. at the Presby-
terian Church in Westfield.

The drama begins with Rimski
Korsakov’s famed masterpiece of or-
chestration, Capriccio Espagnol, a work
so authentically Spanish that experts
were convinced a Spanish composer,
and not a Russian one, wrote it.

Presented in a solo-ensemble ver-
sion, its virtuoso cadenzas showcase
the expertise of the principal players of
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra.

Rodrigo’s Concerto De Aranjuez,
with its hauntingly romantic slow move-
ment, continues the Valentine’s celebra-
tion.

The performance features the up-
coming Scandinavian classical guitar
virtuoso Mattias Jacobsson, who is
currently studying at the Julliard
School with full scholarship under
Sharon Isbin.

The heartwarming concert culmi-
nates in a visually spectacular presen-
tation of El Amor Brujo – De Falla’s
magical tale of love, lost and found.

A sultry and distinctive orchestral
work inspired by gypsy legends and
commonly known amongst classical
music audiences in its suite form, El
Amor Brujo is presented in its full
version, with Flamenco dance troupe
and Flamenco guitar coupled with the
orchestra as intended when De Falla
first created the work.

Renowned Famenco artist Omayra
Amaya, whose captivating and thrill-
ing dancework portrays a woman pos-
sessed by the ghost of her faithless
former lover, stars in the title role.

Ms. Amaya, the grandniece of  Fla-
menco dancer Carmen Amaya, ap-
pears in association with TEATRO
Si, New Jersey’s premier Hispanic
theater arts company.

Tickets may be purchased directly
from the WSO office, 224 East Broad
Street, or by calling the box office at
(908) 232-9400. Tickets are also avail-
able at the Town Book Store, located
on East Broad Street, and Martin Jew-
elers in Cranford.

For further information, e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org, call
(908) 232 9400 or visit
westfieldsymphony.org or
teatrosi.com.

SPFHS Offers Pops
Concert at Auditorium
SCOTCH PLAINS –The public can

warm up on a winter’s evening at the
Scotch Plains Fanwood High School
Pops Concert at 7:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, January 30, in the Manya Ungar
Auditorium.

Those attending can enjoy the mu-
sic of the high-school Wind Ensemble,
Concert Orchestra, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Jazz Bands and the
Moonglowers Jazz Ensemble.

Admission is $5 for adults and $3
for students and senior citizens.

FRIED RICE

WRITER’S WORKSHOP...During dress rehearsal, parents and alumni perform
a scene from this year’s 60th Anniversary Washington School Show, The Ghost
Writer. Performances will take place tomorrow, Friday, January 25, at 8 p.m.
and Saturday, January 26, at 2 and 8 p.m. Tickets can be purchased at the door.
The show takes place at Roosevelt Intermediate School.

‘Conscience’ Features
Talented Opening Act

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The eighth-an-
nual Coffee with Conscience Concert
Series of Westfield presented its fifth
concert of the 2007–2008 season, fea-
turing renowned singer/songwriter
Lucy Kaplansky on Saturday, Janu-
ary 19.

The Coffee with Conscience Con-
cert Series began as a fundraiser for
local charitable organizations – first
by the United Methodist Church of
Springfield, then adopted by the First
United Methodist Church of
Westfield.

The proceeds from this concert were
donated to the Keith Knost Special
Needs Trust. Mr. Knost was para-
lyzed from the chest down in 2000 in
a car accident. He now resides at
Manor Care in Mountainside, work-
ing on his rehabilitation.

Singing to a sold-out crowd of more
than 150 people at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield, Ms.
Kaplansky commanded the audience’s
undivided attention with a repertoire
of original songs, accompanying her-
self on piano and guitar.

Ms. Kaplansky’s sultry, sweet and
resonating voice displayed a wide
vocal range to complement the soul-
ful lyrics of her urban-folk-style songs.
Her five-year-old daughter, Molly, and
her husband of 10 years, she told the
audience, inspired many of her origi-
nal songs.

Reminiscent of the early 1960’s
ballads of Joni Mitchell and the vivid
imagery of the Beatles, Ms. Kaplansky
wove personal life experiences into
the symbolism of her haunting lyrics.
“He spoke with the angel that only he
can see; Leave him alone; Set him
free,” she softly sang in one song.

“I used to walk in a straight line.
Now I walk on a road that winds,” one
song went, which reflected Ms.
Kaplansky’s journey from a career as
a doctor of psychology to the streets
and cafés of New York and beyond.

She left a thriving career as a thera-
pist in a mental hospital to pursue
music. Ms. Kaplansky’s musical ac-
complishments now include
soundtrack credits on major motion
pictures and studio work on other
musician’s albums.

She was picked up by Red House
Records, which released her first al-

bum, The Tide, in 1994 and has signed
with a major booking agency, leaving
her psychology career behind.

However, the truly delightful sur-
prise of the evening was the stellar
performance of the opening act by
singer/songwriter Natalia Zuckerman.

Also singing a repertoire of origi-
nal songs, Ms. Zuckerman proved
herself to be a consummate singer and
performer.

Her enchanting vocal agility,
coupled with creative and thought-
provoking lyrics, made her perfor-
mance truly unique and engaging.

Accompanying herself on folk gui-
tar, Ms. Zuckerman displayed her wide
range of musical styles, including
rock, folk, bluegrass and country,
emanating the power and resonance
that a memorable acoustic perfor-
mance should embody.

She adeptly established a great rap-
port with the audience, sharing the
life experiences that inspired many of
her songs.

“You can’t be the one to fix her. Is
it the chemistry or the alchemy that’s
not right? Can’t get back what’s al-
ready gone. Can’t take back what’s
already said. Like watching gold turn
back to lead,” she mused.

The country-like atmosphere of the
small, rural town in upstate New York,
where she now lives, inspired another
song.

“She loves those antique bottles
and vintage clothes. There goes an-
other dead deer in the road,” she sang.
Prior to becoming a musician, Ms.
Zuckerman was a mural painter, which
showed through in her colorful and
vivid lyrics.

She has been on tour since 2005,
has released her fourth CD and has
won a Jammy award for her songs.

Ms. Zuckerman will be performing
again on May 2 in the Powerful
Women of Song Concert Series at the
Watching Arts Center.

The next Coffee with a Conscience
concert will feature the female trio
Red Molly on February 16, singing
bluegrass, gospel and classic Ameri-
can tunes.

More information about Ms.
Kaplansky can be found on
lucykaplansky.com. Information
about the series can be found on
CoffeeWithConscience.org or by call-
ing (908) 412-9105.

EXPRESS YOURSELF…Preschool students have the opportunity to express
their creativity in art, music and drama in the NJWA Kids ‘n’ Arts program. For
more information, call (908) 789-9696.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader/ Times
SAX EDUCATION…At a January 16
presentation in the Westfield Memorial
Library, saxophonist Shannon Pierce
played Handel’s Sonata # 3, Debussy,
Bach and Chopin. Mr. Pierce studied
music at Rutgers University, Mason Gross
School of the Arts and has performed
with the Rutgers University Wind En-
semble, Rutgers University Jazz En-
semble and Rutgers University Orches-
tra. “Most people think of jazz when they
see a saxophone,” Mr. Pierce said, “but
my special interest is classical music.”
Interspersed between musical selections,
the talented instrumentalist chatted with
the congenial crowd. “Let me give you a
little background about the songs, the
composers and we’ll even have a pop
quiz,” he joked with the group.

‘Powerful Women’
Features Edie Carey

AREA – The Watchung Arts Center
will continue the second season of its
brand-new concert series, “Powerful
Women of Song,” by presenting Bos-
ton-based singer/songwriter Edie Carey
on Saturday, February 2, at the Watchung
Arts Center, located at 18 Sterling Road
in Watchung.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and the
concert begins at 8 p.m. Admission is
$16. Tickets can be purchased on-line
for this concert by going to
watchungarts.org.

Ms. Carey has toured internationally
since 1999 and has shared stages with
Norah Jones, Leo Kottke, Ani DiFranco,
Jonatha Brooke, Catie Curtis, Lucy
Kaplansky and Sandra Bernhard.

She was asked to perform at The
Olympic Winter Games in Salt Lake

City and on Ed McMahon’s “Next Big
Star” (“Star Search”). In addition, vari-
ous television shows have utilized her
songs, including The WB’s “Charmed”
and MTV’s “Road Rules.”

For more information about Ms.
Carey, visit ediecarey.com. The Power-
ful Women of Song Series is presented
by Ahrre Maros, owner of Ahrre’s Cof-
fee Roastery in Westfield and host of the
award-winning Coffee With Conscience
Concert Series in Westfield. The series
features strong female singer/
songwriters from around the country
who express their thoughts, feelings
and passions through musical composi-
tion.

For more information, call the con-
cert hotline at (908) 412-9105 or send
an e-mail to concerts4causes@aol.com.

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“I normally play my saxophone in
assisted-living homes, so my friends
and students never really get to hear
me play solo,” Shannon Pierce told
the intimate group at the Westfield
Memorial Library on Wednesday,
January 16. “This is especially nice
for me to see them out there tonight,”
the saxophonist said.

The show at the Westfield library
provided the first chance for three
of the Union resident’s students, two
of whom live in Westfield, to see
him perform live. “It was an oppor-
tunity for my students to critique
me since it’s usually the other way
around,” he said of the informal con-
cert.

His students and the other audience
members got the chance to hear a
saxophone outside of its stereotypic
jazz role. The presentation of classi-
cal songs was interspersed with facts
about the composers or the works
themselves.

“I got the idea for the format of my
show after attending a performance
by the New York Philharmonic’s ‘In-

side the Music,’ where Peter Schickele
gave some commentary about the
pieces they were performing and gave
musical examples pointing out some
of the subtleties and important as-
pects of the music. I felt that it was a
great idea since not everyone who
goes to listen to the show has a musi-
cal background.”

But this audience seemed to know
quite a bit. “Who knows what a
‘Gavotte’ is?” he asked them. Two or
three folks correctly uttered “a French
folk dance,” to Mr. Pierce’s delight.
He invited them to dance it in the
aisles if they wished. Later, the in-
formed audience went on to answer
other esoteric musical questions with-
out a problem.

Classical composers featured in the
concert included Handel, Bach,
Chopin and Debussy. Before he played
“Claire de Lune” by Debussy, he told
the audience that he played the spe-
cial song on the phone for his girl-
friend, who was in another country at
the time.

That long-distance serenade must
have worked because she’s now Mrs.
Shannon Pierce.
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Les Malamut Presents
Work of FW’s Cummings

FANWOOD – The Les Malamut
Art Gallery will present an exhibition
of photographs, “Reflections” by
Fanwood photographer Greg
Cummings, from February 1 to April
30.

Mr. Cummings
has received nu-
merous awards
over the years, in-
cluding Best of
Show and First
Place in the Union
County Juried Se-
nior Art Show,
Best of Show and
First Place in
Friends of Na-
tional Wildlife Photo Contest and
Second Place in Wickford, R.I., Juried
Photo Show.

His work has also been accepted in
many juried shows in New Jersey and
Rhode Island. He has had a previous
solo exhibit in the Charlestown, R.I.,
Library.

When describing his work, Mr.
Cummings says, “I often use reflec-
tions as an element in my photogra-
phy because of the added dimension

that it provides. Everything from
simple mirrored images that require
no explanation to abstract ones that
leave the viewer wondering.”

Although he operates both film and
digital cameras,
none of his images
are manipulated or
altered. Mr.
Cummings said
the most important
feature on all his
cameras is the
viewfinder.

“I simply shoot
what I see,” he
said.

He maintains
his own website at
gregcummingsphotography.com.

A meet the artist reception is
planned for Saturday, February 9,
from 2 to 4 p.m. in the gallery, which
is located in the Union Public Library
at 1980 Morris Avenue.

It is open during regular library
hours and is handicapped-accessible.
The exhibit is free and open to the
public. For further information, call
(908) 851-5450.

Greg Cummings – Lily Pad

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Pottery    Jewelry    Metal

Glass    Textiles    Wood   Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

HE WHO LAUGHS LAST...Westfield resident Gregory Principato premiered a
film on the life of actor-comedian Sal Richards at the Friars’ Club in Manhattan
last week. Pictured above, from left to right, are Dina Bouchard, fiancée of Guy
Richards; Guy Richards, Sal Richards’ son; RoseAnn Richards, Sal’s wife; Joy
Behar, comedienne and co-host of “The View”; Sal Richards; director Gregory
Principato; and Jennifer, Greg’s wife.

Photo Courtesy of Michael Caputo

WF Resident’s Documentary
Premieres in New York City

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — It was important
to Westfield resident Gregory
Principato that his documentary about
actor-comedian Sal Richards have
“heart and soul.” After 12 years of
filming, writing, directing and edit-
ing to make that happen to his satis-
faction, his film, Mr. Laughs: A Look
Behind the Curtain, premiered last
week at the Friars’ Club in Manhat-
tan.

“A lot of people don’t
realize…entertainers are people,
just like us,” Mr. Principato said.
“They have ups and downs, good
days and bad days…But everyone
thinks they just have this grand type
of life.”

And life certainly wasn’t always
grand for Sal Richards. He did ful-
fill his show business dreams over
the past 40 years, performing com-
edy at many venues, including Las
Vegas, acting in films such as
Rounders and appearing on various
television programs such as, most
recently, “Law and Order: Criminal
Intent.”

However, he also had to persevere
through many challenges. One of the
most difficult ones, the loss of his 21-
year-old son, is explored in-depth in
the documentary.

Mr. Principato said doing an inde-
pendent documentary wasn’t some-
thing he’d originally sought to do,
although he loves all aspects of the
industry.

He’s spent the past 14 years work-
ing as a cameraman. His various cred-
its include the popular movies Stuart
Little and Jumanji, among many oth-
ers, along with television’s “Cash-
mere Mafia,” and “Spin City,” to name
a few.

Mr. Principato’s late mother and
Mr. Richards were related, so he had
occasionally spent time with him
through the years. He said the idea for
the documentary was born from a

conversation around the actor-
comedian’s kitchen table in 1995.

“He basically turned to me and
said, ‘I’m opening at Trump’s be-
tween Christmas and New
Year’s…what would it take to have
you follow me around with a cam-
era?’” Mr. Principato said. “And after
I got the footage, I said, why don’t we
tell a story with this?”

Many entertainers appear in the
documentary, including fellow co-
medians Red Buttons, Jackie Mason
and Joy Behar.

“I also got to interview Sid Caesar

at his house in the Hollywood Hills,”
Mr. Principato said. “He had so many
stories…it was a trip, something I’ll
never forget.”

So, what began as a few days’ worth
of footage grew into more than 75
hours of material over the next 12
years.

This led Mr. Principato to the part
he found most challenging: editing
and condensing the footage into an
approximately hour-long film.

“I made about three or four cuts
and didn’t like any,” he said. “I real-
ized the only way to tell a cohesive
story was to have a narrator.”

He’d become friendly with actor
Vincent D’Onofrio while working on
“Criminal Intent,” and it is he who
provides the narration for Mr. Laughs.

Mr. Principato said while he had
the storyline in his head for so many
years, he feared actually sitting down
to write it. But once he did so, it
flowed easily, and he was able to
complete the narration in approxi-
mately two hours.

“With the writers’ strike, everyone
I know is unemployed right now,” he
said. “But I was finally able to finish
my movie. Maybe it was meant to
be.”

Additionally, he plays drums and
percussion on the soundtrack, which

he worked on with his brother, Dou-
glas Principato, and Steve Michaels.

“I really thought the greatest mo-
ment would be when I finally fin-
ished editing everything,” Mr.
Principato said. “But that was at 4
a.m., so all I really wanted to do was
go to sleep!”

Instead, the highlight for him was
seeing people’s reactions to the film.

While it had previously been shown
to friends and family at two small
screenings, Mr. Principato said he
knew very few people in the room at
last week’s premiere, also attended

by his wife, Jennifer, Mr. Richards
and his wife, RoseAnn, Ms. Behar
and Mr. D’Onofrio.

“I was hoping everyone was going
to laugh in the right places,” Mr.
Principato said.

He had addressed the crowd of
approximately 75 people before the
film and distributed comment cards,
which he said overall provided very
positive responses.

Produced by Laughing Angel Pro-
ductions, additional screenings of Mr.
Laughs: A Look Behind the Curtain
are in the process of being scheduled,
including one in Atlantic City this
week.

Ultimately, Mr. Principato is hop-
ing to get the documentary released
on television.

He plans to trim it and rework some
details, again emphasizing the im-
portance of conveying “the heart and
soul” of Mr. Richards.

“This movie definitely shows he’s
not perfect, but in the end, you root
for him and want him to succeed,”
Mr. Principato said. “That’s the hu-
man side, the look behind the cur-
tain.”

For more information or to attend a
screening, contact Jennifer Lamb of
Laughing Angel Productions at (908)
656-6419.

WAC Offers More ‘Livable’
Photographs at Current Exhibit
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WATCHUNG – The New Jersey
Photography Forum (NJPF) exhibit,
currently at the Watchung Arts Cen-
ter (WAC), showcases the work of
three local photographers – Herb Way
of Scotch Plains, Andrea Ewald of
Westfield and Gail Cushing of New
Providence.

The founders and directors of the

NJPF, Nancy Ori of Berkeley Heights
and Michael Creem of Summit, cu-
rate the exhibit.

Ms. Ori and Mr. Creem founded
NJPF in 1995 to give serious photog-
raphers a forum in which to exhibit
their work.

Mr. Way’s photographs visualize
the various ways compositional ele-
ments present themselves.

“I’m fascinated by the endless pre-
sentation of diverse lines, shapes, tex-
tures and angles that make up the
visual experience of everyday life,”
he said.

“My photographs in the show are
about seeing ordinary things in ex-
traordinary ways.”

According to Mr. Way, who has his
own photography business, Herb Way
Photography, he likes to study com-
positional elements in diverse loca-
tions.

He snapped his photograph, “An-
hinga” in the Florida Everglades in
the spring of last year, while he took
“Leaf Lyric” on a Scotch Plains side-
walk last fall.

Ms. Ewald is showing two photo-
graphs of toys at the NJPF exhibit.

She describes these two works as
being “for the young and the young at
heart.”

Her “Annabel” is a photograph of a
Lego reindeer in the snow.

The other, “Duckie,” depicts a
close-up of two yellow rubber ducks
in a store window.

Ms. Ewald currently has a solo
show, entitled “Colors of New
Mexico,” hanging on the second floor
of the new academic building at
Fairleigh Dickinson University in
Madison.

More information about that show
can be found on andreaewald.com.

Ms. Cushing, the owner of G.S.C.
Photography, a portrait photography

Gail Cushing – “Shadow Hill”

Andrea Ewald –
“Just Duckie”

Herb Way –
“Anhinga”

business, believes that photography
transports her to a more tranquil place.

“I find myself continually drawn to
places in nature where I find a sense
of quiet and calm, places that provide
a respite from the chaos of the day,”
she said.

According to Ms. Cushing, her two
NJPF Exhibit photographs, “Shadow
Hill” and Evening Shadows,” “cap-
ture a certain intimacy that can be
found in the interplay of shadowed

and illuminated spaces.”
The NJPF exhibit, which opened in

December, also gave the public an
opportunity to purchase exhibited
photographs for holiday gifts.

“Although we have exhibited our
work for 13 years at the WAC facility,
this is the first holiday art show that
the New Jersey Photography Forum
has organized for them,” Ms. Ori said.

“[I wanted to] offer inexpensive
photographic art to the local commu-
nity through the holiday season and
hopefully bring new visitors into the
Watchung Arts Center,” she contin-
ued, adding that the photographs of-
fered at this current show “are per-
haps more ‘livable’ than what we
might have usually shown in our an-
nual exhibit.”

The Watchung Arts Center is lo-
cated at 18 Sterling Road in Watchung.
For more information, call (908) 753-
0190.

The gallery is open from 1 to 4 p.m.
Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday, as
well as 1 to 5 p.m. on Thursday. The
WAC gallery also stays open on Tues-
day afternoons by appointment.

After closing at the WAC on Janu-
ary 31, the NJPF exhibit will move to
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside on February 2.

Red Molly to Play
Coffee With Conscience

WESTFIELD – The Americana
trio, Red Molly, will play at Coffee
with a Conscience in Westfield on
Saturday, February 16.

At 8 p.m., at the First United Meth-
odist Church, located at 1 East Broad
Street in Westfield, the trio will play
a 90-minute set of roots, Americana
and bluegrass music featuring three-
part harmonies and banjo, Dobro and
guitar.

For more information, call (908)
412-9105. Tickets cost $15.

Net proceeds will benefit HomeFirst
(formerly the Interfaith Council for the
Homeless). Anthony da Costa will open
the show. For tickets, go to:
redmolly.eventbrite.com, redmolly.com
or coffeewithconscience.com.

Alliance Repertory
Announces Ninth Season

AREA – The Alliance Repertory
has announced the opening of its
ninth season as the resident profes-
sional Theater Company at the
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter in Rahway.

The season will begin with Alan
Ayckbourn’s romantic comedy Comic
Potential.

The performance surrounds a
washed-up film director, a wide-eyed
writer and a witty android actress
who teach each other about pratfalls
and falling in love.

Comic Potential is a romantic com-
edy, a satire on television and other
human follies, as well as a farce that
is set in the foreseeable future, where
everything has changed except hu-
man nature.

Artistic director Michael Driscoll
directs the play. The veteran ensemble
cast includes John Correll, Lilly
Markey, Frank Takacs, Greg Louis,
Sarah Peters, Clare Dill, Chess
Langford and Beth Painter of
Westfield, as well as Jen Crane and
Matt McCarthy.

Production dates are February 14,
15, 16, 17, 21, 22, 23 and 24.

Thursday, Friday and Saturdays
evening performances take place at 8

p.m.; Sunday matinees start at 2 p.m.
Tickets cost $27. Students and se-

niors pay $17.
Reservations can be made through

the Union County Performing Arts
Center, 1601 Irving Street, Rahway
NJ 07065. The box office can be
reached at (732) 499-8226 or via
ucac.org.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

WCP Holds Auditions
For Musical Forever Plaid

WESTFIELD – Director Linda
Correll of Westfield Community Play-
ers (WCP) is holding open auditions
for the Stuart Ross musical comedy
Forever Plaid on Sunday, February 10,
from 1 to 5 p.m. and Monday, February
11, from 7 to 10 p.m. in the WCP theater
at 1000 North Avenue, West. To learn
more, call (908) 232-9568.

Callbacks will be Sunday, February
17, between 1 and 5 p.m. at the theater.

Play rehearsals will start in February
for performances on April 26, May 2, 3,
9, 10, 16 and 17 at 8 p.m.

In this rollicking send up of harmo-
nizing “guy groups” of the 1950s, the
Plaids’ promising career is cut short by
a bus load of Catholic school girls on
their way to the Ed Sullivan show to see
the Beatles.

When fate intervenes, the Plaids are
given one last shot at stardom, singing
Three Coins in the Fountain’s “Love is
a Many Splendored Thing,” “Shangri
La” and other hits.

The cast requirements are as follows:
Four male singers, age range: 20 to

30. Each of the parts calls for excellent
singing skills and strong acting ability.
Singing four-part harmony and the abil-
ity to blend and sell a song is required.

Francis: Second Tenor/Lyric Bari-
tone – Confident but not cocky, roman-
tic crooner and all-around good guy.

Sparky: Baritone – Class clown and
cut up with tons of enthusiasm and a
heart of gold who loves to perform.
Jinx’s stepbrother.

Jinx: High Tenor – Shy and terrified
at first, he grows in confidence through-
out the show and shines on the high
notes. Sparky’s stepbrother.

Smudge: Bass – The worrier with
“coulda, woulda, shoulda” syndrome.
By the end of the show, he lets go and
takes the stage.

All performers should bring sheet

music and be prepared to perform a
song from the 1950s or early 1960s.

Songs from the show are encour-
aged. Sides will be provided for the
acting portion of the audition. Music
will be taught at the audition to deter-
mine the actor/singer’s ability to har-
monize.

For more information, contact pro-
ducer Kay Macrae at the theater, (908)
232-9568.

Library, B&N Ask Public
To Love Their Libraries

STATE – The New Jersey State Li-
brary is partnering with Barnes & Noble
and the New Jersey Library Associa-
tion to sponsor “Love Your Library”
month in February to help fund the
Statewide Summer Reading Program
at all public libraries in New Jersey.

Barnes & Noble will donate a per-
centage of every sale from every cus-
tomer who presents a book-fair voucher
at any Barnes & Noble store in New
Jersey during the month of February.

Vouchers are available to download
from the New Jersey Library Associa-
tion and the New Jersey State Library
websites, as well as any local public
library.

The Springfield Free Public Library,
located at 66 Mountain Avenue, will
distribute vouchers beginning the last
week of January. In addition, the Spring-
field Library and the Springfield Barnes
& Noble will co-sponsor special events.

 On Thursday, February 14, at 7 p.m.
Springfield Library Youth Services li-
brarian Deborah Sandford will present
a Valentine Stories and Craft program
at the Springfield Barnes & Noble store.
In addition, participants will be able to
sign up for library cards or become
members of the Friends of the Spring-
field Free Public Library group.


