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POOLING TOGETHER...The Westfield Memorial Pool complex undergoes
reconstruction to meet its spring deadline for reopening. Westfield Recreation
Director Bruce Kaufmann reported that the work is on schedule.

County Schools Superintendent
Reviews Budget Impacts, Changes

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Carmen Centuolo,
county schools superintendent, dis-
cussed her expanded duties and the
budget restrictions placed on local
schools with school superintendents
and members of boards of education
last Wednesday at Union County Col-
lege in Cranford.

She will oversee the bud-
get process to assure com-
pliance with state expendi-
ture restrictions in all dis-
tricts of the county.

Addressing the budget
cap of 2 percent placed on
some districts by Gover-
nor Jon Corzine, Ms.
Centuolo said the districts
would have to start sharing
in new, innovative ways to
make up for the deficit in
financing imposed by the Governor’s
budget.

She acknowledged that there is al-
ready much sharing going on but em-
phasized that districts that have an abun-
dance of materials, programs and
knowledge would have to share more
with those districts that do not.

“For Union County, I see sharing as
not just providing for students in our
districts but providing for all students in
Union County,” Ms. Centuolo said.
“Some don’t have an adequate tax base,”
she added.

The biggest challenge, Ms. Centuolo

explained, will be to share across dis-
tricts that have diverse District Factor
Groups (DFG), not just with geographic
neighbors. Districts will have to start
sharing across financial, racial and
DFGs, regardless of how difficult it is to
accept these differences, she said.

“I’m not saying that every student
from Elizabeth will come to Westfield,

but we need to open up our
doors,” she said. If children
from other districts have
special needs – such as bi-
lingual-program needs,
special-education needs or
other special interests – the
county needs to be able to
send a child anywhere in
the county, Ms. Centuolo
told the audience.

“We need to do a lot of
self-analysis of how we
could begin to do this,” she

noted. “The government wants con-
solidation and efficiency so badly,” Ms.
Centuolo said. “Now is the time to do
this, before the state mandates it.”

She said, however, that she did not
see the state mandating consolidation
in the near future.

Many districts already share services,
such as group purchasing of banking
and materials. Other areas in which
districts could pool their buying power
include computer leasing and textbook
purchases, Ms. Centuolo suggested.

“Collaboration, not regionalization,”
Ms. Centuolo said.

In order to facilitate this process, Ms.
Centuolo said that she was forming
four committees that would look at
different aspects of shared services.
She asked those in attendance to sign
up for the committees, which include
Special Services, Transportation and
Food Services, Professional Develop-
ment and Innovative/Challenging Pro-
grams.

She explained that she would bring
the committees together in a few months
to collaborate and share ideas.

After her presentation, Ms. Centuolo
answered questions from the audience.
Responding to a question about her
position’s power of line-item vetoes,
Ms. Centuolo said that the veto was
designed to encourage districts to do
their homework and negotiate better
deals, as well as economize and con-
solidate programs. She said she would
look at whether districts could justify
costs with precise figures based on
research, not just guesswork.

In closing, Ms. Centuolo said that
this process was necessary before man-
dates were imposed to ensure the effi-
ciency that the state desires. In regards
to the new funding formula, Ms.
Centuolo said that her office has been
asking the Governor’s Office where the
money will come from, but has not
received an answer.

Westfield Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan told The Westfield
Leader that she thought Ms. Centuolo
did a “good job” introducing her new
position. She said that Westfield al-
ready displayed a willingness to coop-
erate and share services with students
from other districts coming into
Westfield and vice-versa.

“We are certainly open to continuing
this cooperation, especially with Ms.
Centuolo’s offer of assistance,” the su-
perintendent told The Leader.

Superintendent Margaret Hayes of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict said, “Dr. Centuolo gave a very
positive presentation, and we
look forward to working with her on
how boards of education can increase
shared services.”

Scotch Plains BOE President
Norman “Trip” Whitehouse told The
Leader, “The budget formula, in terms

 Planner Thornton Takes Job
With State Highlands Council

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During a January 9
meeting, the planning board an-
nounced that Town Planner Judith
Thornton, who began full-time in Sep-
tember 2006, had taken a job with the
state’s Highlands Council. She will re-
main on as a consultant, earning a $100-
per-hour fee.

When reached at her new office, Ms.
Thornton said she
“would never have
dreamed about leav-
ing, but then this came
along.”

The Highlands
Council primarily
works to develop a re-
gional Master Plan for
the Highlands region.
Ms. Thornton now
serves as the council’s
principal planner.

During Ms.
Thornton’s tenure in
Westfield, she helped
the town re-examine
its Master Plan and
fulfill its Council on
Affordable Housing (COAH) obliga-
tions, as well as advising the land-use
task force on its overdevelopment rec-
ommendations.

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst,
who chairs the council’s Code Review
and Town Property Committee and
serves on the planning board, said her
departure “came as a surprise. We knew
we had a gem, but she was cherry-
picked by the state.”

“She wasn’t looking,” Mr. Foerst said.
“The state knocked on her door.”

Mr. Foerst told The Leader that the
town has advertised for a replacement
and has begun to receive résumés.

“She did a lot – historic preservation,
affordable housing, Master Plan, land-
use. She did so much for the town,” he
said.

In terms of historic-preservation, Mr.
Foerst said Ms. Thornton “teed up” the
ordinance, which received “unanimous

support” and will be presented in early
February.

Ms. Thornton, while not a member
of the land-use task force, gave her
thoughts to the group, leaving it “in a
good position,” said Mr. Foerst.

Ms. Thornton, speaking about her
work with the task force, said, “We
found some ideas weren’t workable.
The big reason [it took so long] was that
we wanted to do a thorough job. Instead

of some of the broad,
sweeping changes,
only the best ideas
were retained.”

Mr. Foerst said her
departure would affect
the council’s work on
its COAH obligations.

“One of the first
questions [we will ask
a prospective em-
ployee] will be to
gauge their experience
with COAH. That’s an
important piece of the
package,” he said.

Ms. Thornton
agreed, saying that
dealing with COAH

obligations “would have been one of
my major focuses [if I continued in
Westfield].”

Ms. Thornton said the town must
conduct an analysis of its housing stock
and employment opportunities before
developing a “compliance plan” to sat-
isfy its requirement.

“There is a mountain of work to be
done,” she said.

Town Engineer Ken Marsh, who
worked in concert with Ms. Thornton
on many town initiatives, said a recent
six-month COAH extension “gives us
some breathing room. It’s a critical
item, though.”

In addition to COAH, Ms. Thornton
will consult on such items as the Mas-
ter-Plan reexamination, Mr. Marsh said.

Ms. Thornton, saying the reexami-
nation was “hard to complete,” told The
Leader that it is “finished in draft for-

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE BLUNT TRUTH...Union County Police transport convict Otis Blunt, who escaped from Union County jail in Elizabeth,
to the high-security Union County Police Headquarters in Westfield last Thursday, after he was captured in Mexico City
last Tuesday through the efforts of an international manhunt. On Friday, the New Jersey Department of Corrections
transported Blunt to New Jersey State Prison in Trenton. See photos at www.goleader.com/photos.

Union County Jail Escapees Return
To Prison Following Their Capture

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Two inmates who
escaped from the Union County jail
in Elizabeth on December 14 are now
back in custody and being held at a
state corrections facility in Trenton,
officials confirmed last week.

Members of the media swarmed
the Union County Police Headquar-
ters, located on North Avenue in
Westfield, last Wednesday when Jose
Espinosa, 20, was brought in, and
again on Thursday, when Otis Blunt,
32, was led into police headquarters.

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow said Blunt was taken into
custody by U.S. Marshals in Mexico
City, Mexico, at 4:30 Eastern Stan-
dard Time. He said Blunt was staying
at a “$10-a-night” when located by
U.S. Marshals and Mexican immi-

gration authorities.
He was arrested without incident,

the prosecutor said, and flown back
to John F. Kennedy Airport, where he
was turned over to Union County
police officers. Blunt’s return to the
United States was handled by the
U.S. Department of Justice, Union
County Executive Assistant Prosecu-
tor Eileen Walsh said.

Espinosa, who is in the United
States illegally from Mexico, accord-
ing to Ms. Walsh, was captured in
Elizabeth, a few blocks from the jail
from which he escaped.

Both inmates broke out of the
county jail by removing two cement
cinder blocks in their adjoining cells,
jumping onto a rooftop below and
then leaping 25 feet from a third-
floor roof to make it over a barbed-
wire fence.

Espinosa sprained his ankle and,
according to news reports, hailed a
cab at a nearby train station to a hotel,
before staying in an apartment where
he was later captured. At the scene,
federal and local authorities also ar-
rested 19-year-old Odalys Cortez of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

GW Planning Board Hears
St. Anne’s ‘Manor’ Proposal

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — James Ward of Ward
and O’Donnell Management presented
his development proposal for knocking
down the former St. Anne’s School and
constructing “The Manor at St.
Anne’s,”during Garwood’s  January 9
planning-board meeting.

Mr. Ward proposed to build an age-
restricted (55 and above), 47-unit, three-
story condominium complex.

“I would love to build this beautiful
complex and sell [the units] at a low rate
to residents. I think this would enhance
the town’s appearance while generat-
ing over $400,000 a year in tax revenue
for Garwood,” Mr. Ward said to the
more than 60 residents present at the
meeting.

Mr. Ward’s attorney, Glenn Kienz,
from the law firm of Weiner Lesniak,
LLP, asked planning-board members
Mayor Dennis McCarthy and Council-
woman Kathleen Villaggio to step down

from the appeal hearing.
He said since Mr. Ward is requesting

a use variance, state law forbids elected
officials on the planning board to vote
on the appeal. Mr. Kienz also asked all
board members who worship at St.
Anne’s to step down in order to avoid
any conflicts of interest.

“When in doubt, step out,” he said.
Eventually, three board members

stepped down, with board member Wil-
liam Nierstedt voluntarily removing
himself because he served as a church-
board member. The church still owns
the school.

Councilwoman Villaggio told The
Westfield Leader she wanted to “clear
up rumors,” she claimed that resident
Bruce Paterson was spreading.

She said, “The mayor and I did not
accept any money (campaign contribu-
tions) from Mr. Ward’s law firm. People
are saying that this is the reason why we
have to sit out, and that’s not true. You

Carmen Centuolo

Judith Thornton

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Kathy Marques for The Westfield Leader
ONE FOR THE AGES...Developer James Ward has proposed to take the former
St. Anne’s School, below, and transform it into the age-restricted “Manor,” above.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF May Apply for Waivers
To Exceed Tax-Levy Cap

By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In a 2008-2009 bud-
get overview, school Business Admin-
istrator Robert Berman reported to the
board of education Tuesday that the
district would “most likely” apply to
the state for waivers that will allow it to
exceed the existing 4-percent tax-levy
cap. He said that this is due in part to the
minimal 2-percent increase in state aid
for Westfield.

Mr. Berman said that the town quali-
fies for nine of the 10 waivers consid-
ered by the state.

Westfield resident Amy Chin ex-
pressed concern about the district’s
application for a waiver, which could
mean a larger increase in taxes.

Board President Ginny Leiz said,
“securing a waiver does not necessarily
mean that there is any requirement” to
raise the tax levy. She said that obtain-
ing a waiver will just “secure the op-
tion” to do so, should it become neces-
sary.

Superintendent Margaret Dolan said
that – with regard to the new funding
formula, which passed on January 7 –
“districts do not yet know all of the
ramifications of this legislation.

“We do know that we will be receiv-
ing the minimum increase in aid and
that the taxpayers of Westfield will not
be receiving any tax relief,” Ms. Dolan
said.

“I reiterate this because there has
been so much talk of tax relief” in
connection with the funding formula,
said Ms. Dolan. “This is not the case for
Westfield and for many other districts
in the state,” she said.

Ms. Dolan also reported that the dis-
trict would be hiring a principal for
Lincoln School, the early childhood-
learning center slated to open in Sep-
tember.

The hiring of a principal will be part
of the process of staffing the new facil-
ity, but a large part of the pre-school and
kindergarten faculty will remain the
same, Ms. Dolan said.

WF Council Authorizes
Phase 1 of Downtown Plan

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
council endorsed “phase 1” of the
Downtown Improvement Plan before
discussing aspects of the proposed his-
toric-preservation ordinance during
Tuesday’s conference meeting.

Engineer Christopher Statile and
Sherry Cronin, executive director of
the Downtown Westfield Corporation,
presented the final draft of the improve-
ment plan, which focuses on South
Avenue between Westfield and Central
Avenues.

While the town, in 2006, approved
$660,000 for the project, the architect
estimates the plan to cost $690,000,
Finance Policy Committee Chairman
and First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
said.

However, Mr. Caruana said the plan
affords the town the “flexibility” to
substitute alternatives in order to lower
the cost.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said, “The
bid specs are drafted in such a way –
like a menu – that if we need to pull
things, we can.”

Mr. Statile spoke about the 2,100-
foot-long undertaking, which he
deemed to be “not an insignificant
project.”

He said the goals of the project in-
cluded enhancing the corridor’s ap-

pearance and encouraging traffic-calm-
ing.

The plan calls for landscaping and
lighting improvements in and around
the Westfield Train Station, as well as
the erection of 55 new shade trees.

Mr. Statile said the arrangement
would not lead to a loss of parking
spaces. Also, the existing bus stop would
be moved closer to Boulevard, which
would provide extra on-street parking,
he said.

Sidewalks and Belgian-block curb-
ing would be replaced, while “real brick-
paver crosswalks” would be placed at
intersections to discourage speeding.

Ms. Cronin said two or three pay
stations would be installed along South
Avenue for convenience.

She added, “This is the first major
step of the implementation of the down-
town-improvement plan.”

Both third-ward councilmen sup-
ported the endeavor.

Councilman Mark Ciarrocca called
the proposal a “great idea.”

“We have been trying to do this for a
really long time…It’s a tremendous
first step,” he said.

Councilman David Haas echoed his
comments.

“That street (South Avenue) has
needed work for a long time,” he said.
“It’s very exciting to see this.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Gatehouse Plan Moves
Slowly; Thornton Resigns

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Plan-
ning Board continued to consider the
“Little Gatehouse” subdivision appli-
cation, and the town planner resigned
during Wednesday’s meeting. (See re-
lated story on Pg 1.)

Julie Marsella seeks to subdivide her
property at 200 Canterbury Lane into
two single-family lots with a home on
each lot.

At Wednesday’s meeting, Dennis
Hudacsko, a planner hired by oppo-
nents of the proposal, restated his pre-
vious testimony to the board about his
interpretation of frontage lines.

He also testified that Westfield’s Mas-
ter Plan considers this house as poten-
tially “historic property.” He said zon-
ing was created to protect historic prop-
erties, and if some harm to a historic
characteristic occurs, a variance cannot
be granted.

Any changes to a historic property
must enhance, improve and promote
the character, according to his state-
ment. Mr. Hudacsko said the plans
presented by Ms. Marsella did not pro-
mote the character of the neighbor-
hood.

Judith Thornton, Westfield’s plan-
ning consultant, said the lot is oversized
and, therefore, could be subdivided
without losing its integrity.

Mr. Hudacsko did not refute her but
said that the proposal submitted does
not enhance the characteristics of the
property.

Mr. Hudacsko will come before the
board again at the next meeting on
Monday, February 4. Meetings will
now begin at 7:30 p.m., instead of the
previous 8 p.m. commencement.

The board also heard from Always
Home Drop In Day Care Center at 509
Central Avenue. Cynthia Jablonski, co-
owner and director, hired an artist to
paint a mural and advertising copy on
the three front windows of the business,
which is not allowed under the signage
law, officials said.

The applicant told the board she did
not know that it was forbidden. The
town’s ordinance only allows hours on
the front door and a sign above the door.

She testified that other businesses in
the area have painted their windows,
and it is a hardship for her to be prohib-
ited to advertise in the same manner.

She said 32 percent of registrations at
the pay-by-the-hour day care were from
people driving by the center.

Town Councilman James Forest, a
planning-board member, said he did
not want to add to the “growing prob-
lem of illegal signage” and did not
agree to the painted-window signage
for the center.

However, the board ruled that while
Ms. Jablonski must remove the ver-
biage – such as advertising hours and
services, as well as erase all the paint
from the two smaller windows – she is
allowed to retain the mural, including
business name, on the main, larger win-
dow.

Mr. Forest said the town council is
reviewing the current signage law, and
changes to it could be possible in the
future.

In addition, the planning board held
its yearly reorganization meeting. Ms.
Thornton resigned as town planner but
will continue as a consultant to the
board.

Vince Wilt will remain as chairman,
with Robert Newell continuing serving
as vice chairman. He conceded his po-
sition as a member of the town’s his-
toric-preservation commission to Frank
Smith. The board named Ken Marsh,
town engineer, board secretary.

Board member Lori Duffy will re-
main as liaison to the tree-preservation
committee, with board member Will-
iam Cariste stepping down as liaison to
the architectural review committee in
favor of Anthony Attanasio.

mat. I will return to assist as needed.”
Mr. Marsh also said she would stay

on through the “Little Gatehouse” de-
velopment. “We’ve made headway.
There’s one more witness, then the
board makes its decision.”

In terms of her departure, he said, “I
miss her. We worked very closely
together...but I’ll be stepping up, taking
a more active role in the day-to-day
operation…I’m a professional planner.
It’s not like we are without expertise.”

In terms of finding a replacement,
Mr. Marsh said the town has received
five résumés at this point. He said he
hoped to have another planner on board
in a month or two.

“It’s a great loss, but it’s not a tragedy.
We’re back to our (previous) situation.”

Prior to Ms. Thornton, who earned

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Planner Thornton Leaves
an annual salary of $88,000 in
Westfield, Westfield utilized the ser-
vices of Blais Brancheau, who earned
a $105 hourly rate.

“She has left us in a better place,” Mr.
Marsh said. “She was extremely pro-
ductive in a short time.”

Mr. Foerst agreed. “She will defi-
nitely be missed,” he said. “But when
the state picks you to be the Highlands
planner, it’s an opportunity of a life-
time. You can’t pass it up.”

Ms. Thornton said she enjoyed her
time in Westfield and “never considered
leaving.” In terms of her new position, she
said it presented “a great opportunity.”

“It’s an exciting opportunity, and I
couldn’t refuse,” she said. “I absolutely,
thoroughly enjoyed my time in
Westfield. It was a great experience.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

St. Anne’s Condos Hearing
heard the lawyer;  by law, we can’t sit on
this appeal.”

New Jersey State Senator Raymond
Lesniak of Elizabeth (LD-20), a Demo-
crat, serves as a senior partner with
Weiner Lesniak.

Mr. Ward needs approval first from
the planning board to construct the
condos. He said if the board doesn’t
approve the project, “I’ll eventually do
something with the property. I do have
an interest in this project, but don’t have
a ‘Plan B’ at this time.”

Planning-board member Robert
Scherer questioned Mr. Ward as to why
he hasn’t purchased the building yet.
“Why no closing date?” he asked. “Is it
so you can avoid paying taxes?”

Mr. Ward replied, “No reason. It’s in
limbo right now. No one wants to pay
taxes on something they’re not con-
structing on yet.”

Mr. Nierstedt asked why the Newark
Archdiocese has not given its consent
to the project, to which Mr. Kienz said,
“There is no corporate disclosure for a
church. It goes to Rome. They’re big-
ger than us.” Mr. Kienz said he had a
copy of a consent agreement and would
submit it to the board.

According to the applicant, the units
would be sold to Garwood residents at
$350,000 – or what the market value is
at the time of sale – and sold to “non-
residents at $100,000 over cost.”

“Non-residents will pay a higher
price, that I will guarantee,” Mr. Ward
said.

Mr. Ward’s representatives said a
deed restriction would be placed on
buyers to prevent a breech of condo-
minium-association rules should units

be sold or leased to anyone below 55.
The building proposed would be 35

feet in height — higher than the current
school building. There would be under-
ground parking for 94 cars.

Residents who attended the meeting
said traffic congestion in the area was a
concern.

Elizabeth Dolan, a traffic engineer
hired by the developer, conducted a
one-day traffic survey during a week-
day in November. She said, “We found
during the peak hours of 7 to 9 a.m.
and 4:45 to 5:45 p.m., there were 200
cars traveling on Cedar Street and
600 on Walnut Street, due to two-way
traffic.”

She also said her findings fell “below
significant traffic areas such as North
Avenue. This is not a level that would
deteriorate the trip area.”

Mr. Scherer asked how the garbage
removal would be handled. “The resi-
dents of Garwood are frugal and al-
ready pay enough in taxes. We want no
surprises,” he said.

The developer said the $198-per-
month, per-unit maintenance fee would
cover the garbage-removal cost. The
water bill would go to the management
company, which Mr. Ward also oper-
ates.

“I can put it in writing; the [borough]
of Garwood will not pay for garbage
removal. I am a man of my word. The
Westfield Leader recently [published] a
letter about how reputable I am,” Mr.
Ward said.

Mr. Ward’s application will continue
to be heard at a meeting open to the
public on Wednesday, January 30, at
Lincoln School at 7:45 p.m.

Pennsylvania, formerly of Elizabeth.
Cortez was charged with resisting arrest.

A confirmed member of the Bloods
gang, Espinosa was to be sentenced
to 17 years in prison after pleading
guilty to manslaughter for his in-
volvement in a drive-by shooting in
Elizabeth in 2005.

Blunt was awaiting trial for rob-
bery and weapons-possession charges
from a shooting at a Hillside conve-
nience store, authorities said.

Mr. Romankow said Blunt used a
10-pound iron handle to a fire-sprin-
kler-shutoff valve, which he obtained
from an unlocked closet in the high-
security section of the jail. He and
Espinosa took turns banging on the
cinder block for some two weeks.
The inmates hid the hole with posters
of bikini-clad women. They stuffed
sheets under their blankets to hide
their disappearance, authorities said.

According to published reports, jail
guards did not notice that the two in-
mates had escaped until 20 hours later.

Mr. Romankow said his office per-
formed a reenactment of the escape
and found there was a considerable
amount of noise generated from bang-
ing on the jail wall. Also, officials
said inmates are to be checked every
eight hours and have their meals de-
livered to their cells.

According to the website of
television’s “America’s Most
Wanted,” it was not known if nearby

trains obscured the banging noise
from jail guards.

The basement apartment on a Sum-
mer Street in Elizabeth where Espinosa
was  hiding out was charred by fire on
Sunday. Fire officials have said the
blaze may have been intentionally set.

This development follows the Janu-
ary 2 suicide of jail guard Rudolph
Zurick, 40, of South Amboy who was
the corrections officer named in a
note left by the Espinosa and Blunt.
“Thank you officer for the tools
needed. You’re a real pal. Happy holi-
days,” the note read.

Mr. Zurick was to have been inter-
viewed by authorities on the jail-
break the day he took his life.

The Rev. Al Sharpton, who said he
was helping to arrange Blunt’s sur-
render after being contacted by a
friend of Blunt’s, said the Union
County prosecutor “had a lot of ex-
plaining to do” about the escape.

In response, Mr. Romankow said,
“Obviously, the Rev. Sharpton knows
less about Union County than he knows
about capturing dangerous escapees.
If he had his facts straight, he would
know that my office does not oversee
the jail in any way. In fact, we are the
agency investigating the escapes.”

Bail for Espinosa has been set at
$750,000 for the escape charge.
Blunt’s bail was set at $300,000 for
the escape and $550,00 for the pend-
ing robbery and weapons charges.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

UC Jail Escapees Blunt,
Espinosa Returned to Prison

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Sunday, January 6, an employee of a
business on the 200 block of East Broad
Street reported that someone defaced
with red ink graffiti the wall and ground
just outside the front door of the busi-
ness.

Sunday, January 6, a Tinton Falls
resident reported the theft of her Louis
Vuitton wallet and its contents from the
counter of a business on the 300 block
of South Avenue, East. The wallet con-
tained her driver’s license, $500 in cash
and assorted credit cards.

Monday, January 7, Branden
Gassmann, 23, of Winfield Park was
arrested at the Linden Police Depart-
ment on a Westfield criminal warrant.
He was released after posting $195
bail.

Monday, January 7, Scott Callender,
21, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a
Westfield motor vehicle warrant. He
was released after posting $175 bail.

Monday, January 7, Gordon Novak,
44, of Westfield was arrested on the 400
block of Codding Road on a no-bail
New Jersey wanted person fugitive war-
rant. He was turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Department.

Monday, January 7, Derek Mogull,
24, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
two Westfield motor vehicle warrants
at Westfield police headquarters. He
was released after posting $110 bail to
settle the two warrants.

Monday, January 7, Michael Risberg,
19, of Westfield was arrested on a
Westfield motor vehicle warrant at
Westfield police headquarters. He was
released after posting $175 bail.

Thursday, January 10, Alfonso
Willock, 33, of Flushing, N.Y. was ar-
rested on outstanding traffic warrants
from Secaucus and Newark, with bail
amounts of $250 and $200, respec-
tively, following a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Cacciola Place. He
was released after posting bail.

Friday, January 11, Susan Krause,
59, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop at East
Broad Street and Gallows Hill Road.
She was released on her own recogni-
zance to a responsible individual.

Saturday, January 12, Amanda
Bracuto, 20, of Kenilworth was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and an outstanding Roselle Park traffic
warrant with bail of $800, after a motor
vehicle stop at South and Windsor Av-
enues.

She was released on her own recog-
nizance on the warrant per Roselle Park
Municipal Court and issued a sum-
mons on the marijuana possession
charge prior to being released.

Saturday, January 12, a resident of
the 1400 block of Boynton Avenue re-
ported that the motor vehicle he had
borrowed from a family member was
damaged while parked in the roadway
outside his home. The driver’s side win-
dow was smashed.

Saturday, January 12, a resident of
the 300 block of Roger Avenue re-
ported the passenger side window on
his motor vehicle was smashed while
the vehicle was parked in his driveway.

Saturday, January 12, Bernard P.
Burns, 26, of Phillipsburg was arrested
on the 500 block of Rahway Avenue on
a Pohatcong motor vehicle warrant af-
ter being stopped on the 500 block of
Rahway Avenue for a motor vehicle
violation. He was released after posting
$190 bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, January 1, Darrell Benford,

24, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant from Mountainside
for $250 and a warrant out of Spring-
field for $1,000.

Tuesday, January 1, staff at a Route
22 theater reported finding the wallet
belonging to the daughter of a Newark
firefighter. Police contacted the owner.

Wednesday, January 2 Roy Bryan,
49, of Plainfield, was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after be-
ing stopped by police on Route 22 at
Lawrence Avenue for having passen-
ger license plates on a commercial ve-
hicle. He was given a Thursday, Janu-
ary 17 municipal court date.

Thursday, January 3, Amirah Brack,
21, of Plainfield was arrested by the
Fanwood Police Department and turned
over to Mountainside on an outstand-
ing warrant of $165.

Friday, January 4, a Whippoorwill Way
resident reported that he lost his New
Jersey driver’s license while fllying
through O’Hare Airport in Chicago last
month.

Sunday, January 6, Jacqueline
Crowell, 23, of Mountainside was ar-
rested for DWI over her car ran off the
road at Sunny Slope Drive and Summit
Road. Police reported the woman’s two
children were in the car at the time. Her
mother was contacted to take care of
the children.

Crowell was also charged with re-
fusal to submit to a breath test and
careless driving, police said.

Monday, January 7, a Kings Court
resident came to police headquarters to
report a missing silver Olympus digital
camera. The victim said he last had the
camera while at Webster Hall in New
York City on New Year’s Day. The
camera is valued at $375.

Monday, January 7, a Sheffield
Street business owner reported that
his  Chevrolet truck was burglarized.
Police said the right center tool com-
partment door of the vehicle was pryed
open and that work tools were stolen.
The victim said he would review sur-
veillance tapes and contact the detec-
tive bureau.

Tuesday, January 8, a Wyoming Drive
resident reported that he received a
letter from a Publisher’s Gaming Co.
saying he had won a million dollars. A
check for $4,835 was included. The
resident was instructed to send a money
order for $2,500 to a Walmart in Canada.
He cashed the check and contacted the
company to arrange delivery of the
prize before contacting poliice..

Police said this is a “classic money
scam.”

Tuesday, January 8, a Summit Road
resident reported that she received a
letter from a credit card company of
balance transfers in the amounts of
$9,900 and $9,500 to a credit card and
a department store card, respectively,
in her name. The victim said she did not
have credit cards with either company.
The victim notified the major credit
bureaus. The detective bureau is inves-
tigating.

Thursday, January 10, three juve-
niles were arrested and charged with
being under the influence and in pos-
session of marijuana following a com-
plaint of a suspicious vehicle on Out-
look Drive, West. Police found an enve-
lope of marijuana and a blunt cigar,
which was bagged for evidence. The
juveniles were released to their par-
ents.

Monday, January 14, a Darby Lane
resident reported her wallet was miss-
ing. She reported that the wallet con-
tained $40 in cash, credit cards, her
driver’s license, Social Security card
and personal items.

Monday, January 14, an employee of
a Route 22 nursing home reported the
theft of a 32-inch LG flat screen LCD
TV. The TV was valued at $800.

Garwood
Saturday, January 12, Sean Ferro,

19, of Westfield was arrested on the 400
block of Locust Avenue and charged
with underage consumption of alcohol.
He was arrested after police discovered
him lying unresponsive on the ground
near a tree. With the assistance of po-
lice he slowly came around. Police de-
tected a strong odor of alcohol on his
breath. Ferro was transported to police
headquarters where he was released to
a family member pending a municipal
court date.

Sunday, January 13, Brendan Stark,
20, of Cranford was arrested and
charged with underage consumption of
alcohol on the 100 block of South Av-
enue.

Police observed several individuals
in a parking lot to a service station and
stopped to investigate. While interview-
ing the individuals, police said they
detected a strong odor of alcohol on
Stark’s breath. According to police,
Stark admitted to consuming five beers
earlier. He was transported to police
headquarters and released to a family
member pending a municipal court date.

Fanwood
Wednesday, January 9, Jamie V. Mer-

cer, 39, of Plainfield was arrested on
active warrants out of Scotch Plains,
Jersey City and Bulloch County, GA
after a motor vehicle stop in the 50
block of South Avenue.

Wednesday, January 9, William R.
Myers, 51, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Plainfield warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road.

Wednesday, January 9, Richard J.
Harden, 54, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Fanwood warrant
after a field investigation.

Thursday, January 10, William A.
Reid, 22, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding Plainfield warrant after
a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue.
According to police, he was also
charged with obstruction of justice af-
ter providing police with false informa-
tion. He was processed and turned over
to the Plainfield Police Department,
authorities said.

Thursday, January 10, Lori E.
Armour, 48, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding East Windsor war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road.

Friday, January 11, Salvatore
Savatteri, 58, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding Clark warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on LaGrande
Avenue.

Sometime between 9:30 p.m. on Fri-
day, January 11, and 9:30 p.m. on Sat-
urday, January 12, a resident of Tilloson
Road reported that someone entered
his unlocked vehicle while it was parked
in his driveway and attempted to steal
the vehicle by tampering with the igni-
tion switch. According to police, the
attempt was unsuccessful.

Saturday, January 12, sometime be-
tween 11 and 11:30 p.m. a resident of
Oakridge Road reported that someone
stole his red, four-door 2004 Hyundai
while it was parked unlocked in his
driveway with the keys in the ignition.

Sunday, January 13, James H. Gor-
don, 39, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Maplewood warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Monday, January 14, Samira R.
Jones, 32, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding Newark war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on Pleas-
ant Avenue.

Scotch Plains
Friday, January 11, an employee at a

Terrill Road business reported that some-
one hit his vehicle and then left the scene
without reporting the accident.

Friday, January 11, Khyrie Jenkins,
22, of Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop.

Saturday, January 12, a resident of
Montague Avenue reported that some-
one entered his unlocked vehicle and
removed cash and CDs valued at ap-
proximately $160.

Saturday, January 12, a resident of
Cook Avenue reported that someone
entered his unlocked vehicle and re-
moved a global positioning system
(GPS) valued at approximately $250.

Saturday, January 12, Kyle
McLean, 27, of Willingsboro was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant af-
ter being stopped for a motor vehicle
violation.

Saturday, January 12 a resident of
Union Avenue reported that someone
entered his unlocked vehicle and re-
moved approximately $40.

Sunday, January 13, Willie Pena, 32,
of New York, NY was arrested and
charged with DWI. According to po-
lice, Pena was involved in a motor
vehicle accident at which time officers
smelled a strong odor of alcohol. Pena
was transported to headquarters where
he was processed and released with a
summons, police said.

of state-aid, ‘looks terrific on paper.’ As
opposed to Westfield’s 2 percent, Scotch
Plains will see a 10 percent bump, or
roughly $400,000.” However, Mr.
Whitehouse cautioned, “Things always
look better on paper.” He said approxi-
mately $300,000 would be returned in
the form of property-tax relief but noted,
“we’ll take any increase we can get.”

He said the meeting focused on “col-
laboration” and districts “bonding to-
gether” to save money. When asked if
Scotch Plains was prepared to assume
students from other districts, such as
Elizabeth, he said, “Facility-wise, no.”

He termed the middle schools to be
“at capacity” and said “we don’t have
the facilities for our own students,” a
problem he sees as “fairly widespread
throughout the county.”

The Union County School Boards
Association sponsored this program.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader
MEDIA FRENZY...Reporters and camera crews flock to the Union County Police
Headquarters on North Avenue in Westfield last Thursday, where escaped
convict Otis Blunt was locked up after his capture in Mexico City on Tuesday,
January 8.

The council gave its full endorse-
ment.

During the council’s Code Review
and Town Property Committee report,
Committee Chairman and Fourth Ward
Councilman Jim Foerst took the coun-
cil through a draft of the historic-pres-
ervation ordinance.

Primarily, the work of the historic-
preservation commission and former
town planner Judith Thornton (see re-
lated story on Pg. 1) sought to bring the
town’s existing ordinance, dating back
to 1980, “up to code.”

Mr. Foerst turned the discussion to
the three overarching recommendations
of the commission.

First, pertaining to membership, the
commission recommended amending
the existing ruling to “allow for more
specialized people to become mem-
bers,” Mr. Foerst said.

He said the mayor would be able to
appoint non-Westfield residents, such
as architect Robert Algarin, who are
knowledgeable about the community
and could provide insight to the pro-
cess.

Secondly, the ordinance would
amend the appeal procedure for denials
of “certificates of appropriateness.”

Mr. Foerst said, at present, if the
commission denies a certificate, there
exists at 12-month waiting period after
which property owners are “free to do
whatever they want” and do not need to
comply with the commission’s find-
ings.

He said the new rules “make it easier
to get an answer and have a right to
appeal.”

Instead of a 12-month wait, the prop-
erty owner would have the “immediate
right” to take the denial to the board of
adjustment and seek relief.

A board-of-adjustment denial could
be appealed in state Superior Court.

Thirdly, Mr. Foerst said the “big is-
sue” surrounded property rights. He
said he did not want it to appear that the
town, on an arbitrary basis, “waved a
magic wand” and deemed certain prop-
erties as historic.

An individual property owner who
wishes to consider his or her home
historic must now meet all federal guide-

lines and consent to having the home
designated as such.

In terms of designating a district, or
zone, as historic, Mr. Foerst said the
commission would initiate the process
with a neighborhood, asking why it
feels it should be considered historic
and presenting the area with the neces-
sary consent documents.

Whereas previously, 25 percent of
residents in a zone would have to peti-
tion in order to oppose the historic
classification, the commission has
agreed to decrease that figure to 20
percent to make it “easier for protest-
ers.”

There is also an opportunity for
those within 200 feet to weigh in on
the decision.

Second Ward Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan suggested the com-
mission “clean up” the language that
specifies how a new buyer is notified
of a home’s historic features.

Mr. Caruana said the Code Review
Committee, of which he is a member,
“is split.”

He said while the new rules “respect
an individual owner’s rights, we are
throwing reservation out the window if
the situation occurs in a district (zone).”

“I am really concerned,” Mr.
Caruana said, “and a little troubled
that a homeowner (in a zone) can be
affected without his consent.”

Mr. Foerst asked in response, “Isn’t
this a democracy? At the end of the
day, if enough people want some-
thing, don’t we need to protect them?”

In separate business, Mr. Ciarrocca,
during his public-safety committee
report, commented about a recent fa-
tality on North Avenue.

Mr. Ciarrocca called the incident
“unfortunate” and stressed the need
for pedestrians to use the crosswalks.

Mr. Ciarrocca defended the work
of the police force, saying that from
2006 to 2007, moving violations dis-
pensed by Westfield police officers
rose from 3,060 to 4,762. In addition,
Mr. Ciarrocca said the number of
indictable criminal offenses dropped
from 346 to 214 during that time. He
credited and thanked the police for its
“visible presence.”

Full Chamber Lauds
Commended MS Teams
By EBONY McQUEEN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE —“This is the
fullest this room has been in my 30
years,” said Mayor Robert Viglianti.

Parents, community members and
children filled the Borough Council
chambers Tuesday night in support of
resolutions of commendation the coun-
cil issued.

The council read aloud resolutions
of commendation to the Berkeley
Heights PAL sixth-grade boy’s football
team and the Mountainside Recreation
Department youth soccer teams, which
include the boys U12 Blue’s Clues,
Girls U12 Thunder and Girls U14 Cos-
mos for their championship victories in
the Inter-County Youth Soccer League.

Four recipients of the 2007 Keep It
Positive (KIP) Award, Kevin McCarthy,
Jackie Valenzeula, Jackie Wells, Nicho-
las Cahill and Max Sichel, all
Mountainside residents, also received
resolutions of commendation.

Coaches from the Mountainside Rec-
reation Department nominated the play-
ers for their display of good sportsman-
ship.

In other council business, the council
appointed Councilman Robert Messler

as representative and Michael Disko,
Jr. as an alternative representative to the
Union County Transportation Advisory
Board for one-year terms.

The borough will enter a contract
with Irvin Contractor for 2008 janito-
rial services.

The council received three sealed
bids for the sale of the borough’s sur-
plus vehicle, a 2000 International truck.
Due to a tie amongst two bidders, the
borough decided to reject all bids.

Council members approved the hourly
rate increase for part-time community
van drivers with Commercial Drivers
License (CDL). The council increased
the rate from $11.60 to $15 an hour.

The mayor has signed the agreement
between the borough and Atlantic
Health Corporation, a non-profit medi-
cal-dispatch service that provides medi-
cal help for 911 callers until the Emer-
gency Medical Service (EMS) vehicles
arrive on the scene.

The borough heard on first reading
an ordinance to amend the borough
code as it relates to building-permit
fees and residential alterations.

The meeting concluded with the
council going into executive session to
discuss an on-going litigation.
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David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks (right), GOP candidate for Congress in the 7th Congressional
District for the Republican primary to be held in June, chats with State  Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield), the new
State Senate minority leader, at the January 8 Westfield Town Council re-organization meeting.

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MEDIA FRENZY...Reporters and camera crews flock to the Union County Police
Headquarters on North Avenue in Westfield last Thursday, where escaped
convict Otis Blunt was locked up after his capture in Mexico City on Tuesday,
January 8. See photos at www.timesnj.com/photos.

County Schools Superintendent
Reviews Budget Impacts, Changes

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Carmen Centuolo,
Union County schools superinten-
dent, discussed her expanded duties
and the budget restrictions placed on
local schools with school superinten-
dents and members of boards of edu-
cation last Wednesday at Union
County College in Cranford.

She will oversee the
budget process to assure
compliance with state ex-
penditure restrictions in
all districts of the county.

Addressing the budget
cap of 2 percent placed on
some districts by Gover-
nor Jon Corzine, Ms.
Centuolo said the districts
would have to start shar-
ing in new, innovative
ways to make up for the
deficit in financing im-
posed by the Governor’s budget.

She acknowledged that there is al-
ready much sharing going on but
emphasized that districts that have an
abundance of materials, programs and
knowledge would have to share more
with those districts that do not.

“For Union County, I see sharing
as not just providing for students in
our districts but providing for all stu-
dents in Union County,” Ms. Centuolo
said. “Some don’t have an adequate
tax base,” she added.

The biggest challenge, Ms.

Centuolo explained, will be to share
across districts that have diverse Dis-
trict Factor Groups (DFG), not just
with geographic neighbors. Districts
will have to start sharing across fi-
nancial, racial and DFGs, regardless
of how difficult it is to accept these
differences, she said.

“I’m not saying that every student
from Elizabeth will come to Westfield,

but we need to open up
our doors,” she said. If
children from other dis-
tricts have special needs
– such as bilingual-pro-
gram needs, special-edu-
cation needs or other spe-
cial interests – the county
needs to be able to send a
child anywhere in the
county, Ms. Centuolo told
the audience.

“We need to do a lot of
self-analysis of how we

could begin to do this,” she noted.
“The government wants consolida-
tion and efficiency so badly,” Ms.
Centuolo said. “Now is the time to do
this before the state mandates it.”

She said, however, that she did not
see the state mandating consolidation
in the near future.

Many districts already share ser-
vices, such as group purchasing of
banking and materials. Other areas in
which districts could pool their buy-
ing power include computer leasing
and textbook purchases, Ms. Centuolo

suggested.
“Collaboration, not regionalization,”

Ms. Centuolo said.
In order to facilitate this process,

Ms. Centuolo said that she was form-
ing four committees that would look
at different aspects of shared ser-
vices. She asked those in attendance
to sign up for the committees, which
include special services, transporta-
tion and food services, professional
development and innovative/chal-
lenging programs.

She said she would bring the com-
mittees together in a few months to
collaborate and share ideas.

After her presentation, Ms.
Centuolo answered questions from
the audience. Responding to a ques-
tion about her position’s power of
line-item vetoes, Ms. Centuolo said
that the veto was designed to encour-
age districts to do their homework
and negotiate better deals, as well as
economize and consolidate programs.
She said she would look at whether
districts could justify costs with pre-
cise figures based on research, not
just guesswork.

In closing, Ms. Centuolo said that
this process was necessary before
mandates were imposed to ensure the
efficiency the state desired. In re-
gards to the new funding formula,
Ms. Centuolo said that her office has
been asking the Governor’s office
where the money will come from but
has not received an answer .

Westfield Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
she thought Ms. Centuolo did a “good
job” introducing her new position.
She said Westfield already displayed
a willingness to cooperate and share
services with students from other dis-
tricts coming into Westfield and vice-
versa.

“We are certainly open to continu-
ing this cooperation, especially with
Ms. Centuolo’s offer of assistance,”
the superintendent told The Times.

Superintendent Margaret Hayes of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district said, “Dr. Centuolo gave a
very positive presentation and we
look forward to working with her on

Union County Jail Escapees Return
To Prison Following Their Capture

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Two inmates who
escaped from the Union County jail
in Elizabeth on December 14 are now
back in custody and being held at a
state corrections facility in Trenton,
officials confirmed last week.

Members of the media swarmed
the Union County Police Headquar-
ters, located on North Avenue in
Westfield, last Wednesday, when Jose
Espinosa, 20, was brought in and
again on Thursday, when Otis Blunt,
32, was led into police headquarters.

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow said Blunt was taken into
custody by U.S. Marshals in Mexico
City, Mexico, at 4:30 Eastern Stan-
dard Time. He said Blunt was staying
at a “$10-a-night” when located by
U.S. Marshals and Mexican immi-
gration authorities.

He was arrested without incident,
the prosecutor said, and flown back
to John F. Kennedy Airport, where he
was turned over to Union County
police officers. Blunt’s return to the
United States was handled by the
U.S. Department of Justice, Union
County Executive Assistant Prosecu-
tor Eileen Walsh said.

Espinosa, who is in the United
States illegally from Mexico, accord-
ing to Ms. Walsh, was captured in
Elizabeth, a few blocks from the jail
from which he escaped.

Both inmates broke out of the
county jail by removing two cement
cinder blocks in their adjoining cells,
jumping onto a rooftop below and
then leaping 25 feet from a third-
floor roof to make it over a barbed-
wire fence.

Espinosa sprained his ankle and, ac-
cording to news reports, hailed a cab at
a nearby train station to a hotel, before
hiding in an apartment where he was
later captured. At the scene, federal and
local authorities also arrested 19-year-
old Odalys Cortez of Pennsylvania,
formerly of Elizabeth. Cortez was
charged with resisting arrest.

A confirmed member of the Bloods

gang, Espinosa was to be sentenced
to 17 years in prison after pleading
guilty to manslaughter for his in-
volvement in a drive-by shooting in
Elizabeth in 2005.

Blunt was awaiting trial for rob-
bery and weapons-possession charges
from a shooting at a Hillside conve-
nience store, authorities said.

Mr. Romankow said Blunt used a
10-pound iron handle to a fire-sprin-
kler-shutoff valve, which he obtained
from an unlocked closet in the high-
security section of the jail. He and
Espinosa took turns banging on the
cinder block for some two weeks.
The inmates hid the hole with posters
of bikini-clad women. They stuffed
sheets under their blankets to hide
their disappearance, authorities said.

According to published reports, jail
guards did not notice that the two in-
mates had escaped until 20 hours later.

As part of the investigation, Mr.
Romankow said his office performed
a reenactment of the escape and found
there was a considerable amount of
noise generated from banging on the
jail wall. Also, officials said inmates are
to be checked every eight hours and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

DAY OF HOPE…Members of the community gather January 9 for the grand
opening of the Center For Hope Hospice and Palliative Care’s new facility, Peggy
Coloney’s House at Hope Village, at 1900 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, Union
County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada, Dr. Robert Wegyn, the center’s
medical director; Jack Coloney, husband of the late Peggy Coloney; Robert
Coloney, center president and CEO, and Al Sauer, the center’s board chairman.

BOE Officials Remain
Concerned Over Aid Formula

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With the
State Assembly and Senate passing
the new state-aid funding formula
last week and Governor Jon Corzine
signing the measure, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education Busi-
ness Administrator Anthony Del Sordi
gave an update on state aid at last
Thursday’s BOE agenda-setting
meeting.

Under the new funding formula,
the district expects to receive an addi-
tional 10 percent in state aid for 2008-
2009, or an increase of $451,000.

“Of course, nothing is ever what it
appears to be, and as more informa-
tion was revealed, it became apparent
that Scotch Plains-Fanwood was one
of 120 districts that will have to give
some of these new funds back to its
taxpayers,” he said.

He then spoke about the township’s
“local fair share,” a calculation based
on wealth using the district’s prop-
erty value and income level.

“Since it is anticipated that we will
be above our local fair share, we must
return about 7 percent of our addi-
tional state aid to the taxpayers,” he
said.

Mr. Del Sordi said the formula
changed the terminology from “thor-
ough and efficient expenditure lev-
els” to “adequacy levels,” or a calcu-
lation from the state on what it should
cost to educate a student in elemen-
tary, middle and high school ($9,649
for elementary, $10,350 for middle
and $11,289 for high school in 2008-
2009).

“Also our district is currently spend-
ing close to these levels. We are ex-
pected to be above adequacy,” he
said.

“On the positive side, it would ap-
pear that our district is in line for
additional aid during the next few
years because of our enrollment in-

crease since 2001-2002. With some
luck, we may receive funds for pre-
school,” Mr. Del Sordi said. “Unfor-
tunately, at this point, I am more
concerned about 2008-2009 than the
years that follow.”

Linda Nelson, board vice presi-
dent, told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the funding formula seems
to be more of a plan to limit school
spending.

“If a district can’t raise revenue
through taxes, and there’s no com-
mercial or industrial ratables in town,
and the state gives you a limited
amount of state aid, you have no
money to spend,” she said.

“Not only can such a school district
not provide new, needed programs,
but it will eventually have to cut pro-
grams and staff and would have no
chance of providing new programs
that the state has indicated will be
necessary in the future [such as pre-
school and full-day kindergarten]. A
funding formula, on the other hand,
would help maintain quality programs
and would provide seed money to
help districts without such programs
as full-day kindergarten to start them.”

Also at the meeting, Joan Mast and
Merrie Snow, mathematics supervi-
sors, recommended to the board the
postponement of math leveling from
sixth to seventh grade. Mrs. Snow
said that this would give students an
“extra year to mature and show what
they know.” She also said students
would be more accustomed to the
extra math time and the process of
moving from room to room.

“We’ll be able to determine the
best placement for our students as
they move forward,” she said.

Board member Sasha Slocum said
the curriculum committee “unani-
mously supported” the postponement.
“This is the right move,” she said.
“It’s a positive step forward.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Carmen Centuolo

Planning Board OKs Mural
At Park Avenue Restaurant

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS— The town-
ship planning board on Monday night
gave its ex-post-facto approval to a
mural painted last year on the side of
the building that houses Mezzogiorno
Restaurant on Park Avenue.

Mezzogiorno’s owner, Francesco
Sabetta, told the board he “had no
idea” when he commissioned the
mural that he was required to apply
for a variance from local sign regula-
tions, which allow a maximum of 5-
percent coverage of a building’s
façade, including the placement of an
establishment’s name.

The mural – which includes the
restaurant’s name, qualifying it as a
sign – covers the entire side of the
building and faces the parking lot
adjacent to the municipal building.

Board member Mike Michalisin
asked Mr. Sabetta what would hap-
pen if he sold the restaurant or if the
building’s owner secured a new ten-
ant. When Mr. Sabetta promised he
would paint over the mural if circum-
stances change, the board decided to
include, as a condition of its approval,
a requirement that Mr. Sabetta be

responsible for doing so if necessary.
When board member Marc

Ginsberg wondered if the board might
be “opening up a can of worms” by
allowing the mural on the side of the
Mezzogiorno building, other board
members noted that there are no other
buildings where a mural could poten-
tially be painted.

Township construction official and
zoning officer Robert LaCosta said in
his 30 years with the township, the
Mezzogiorno mural was only the sec-
ond one he had encountered.

At the beginning of its first meet-
ing of the new year, the board re-
elected Maria Sartor to a fourth
year as chairman. Mrs. Sartor, who
is starting her 26th year with the
board, said that, of all the activities
in which she participates, “this is
my favorite and will always be my
favorite.”

Joseph Doyle was re-elected vice
chairman. Mrs. Sartor called him “one
of the board’s most valuable re-
sources.” The board appointed Ferriero
Engineering of Chester as its engineer
but put off making appointments of a
planner and an attorney until its Mon-
day, January 28, meeting.

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DOWNTOWN ART...The mural painted on the side wall of Mezzogiorno Restau-
rant on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains, above, in view of the municipal-building
parking lot, became the focus of last week’s planning-board meeting. After
discussion, the board allowed the mural to stay.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Deer Hunt Underway In
Ashbrook Reservation
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The annual
deer reduction program in the
Ashbrook Reservation began last Sat-
urday and will end by February 9 or
10, according to Township Manager
Thomas Atkins. At its meeting on
Tuesday, the township council
awarded an $11,300 contract to Wild-
life Management Services to reduce
the herd by as much as 70 deer. Half
of the contract will be reimbursed by
Union County.

The program, which has been con-
ducted by the Mountainside firm since
its inception in 2006, was undertaken
after several years of increased deer-
related traffic accidents as well as

numerous deer straying off the reser-
vation and onto adjacent neighbor-
hood properties. Mayor Martin Marks
said on Tuesday that proper safety
precautions would be taken and that
any gunfire heard by residents would
be from the hunt. Mr. Atkins told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times the
program would be conducted mostly
during daytime hours during the week
and on weekends.

As he did last week, the mayor said
the program seems to have had a
positive effect, saying that in 2006-
2007, 61 deer carcasses had been
removed form township streets while
the figure for the 2002-2005 years
was more than 400. The program,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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POLICE BLOTTER

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NABBED...Escaped convict from the Union County Jail in Elizabeth, Otis Blunt,
is locked up at the high security Union County Police Headquarters in Westfield
last Thursday after being captured in Mexico City last Tuesday through the
efforts of an international manhunt.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

UC Jail Escapees Blunt,
Espinosa Returned to Prison

GW Planning Board Hears
St. Anne’s ‘Manor’ Proposal

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — James Ward of Ward
and O’Donnell Management presented
his development proposal for knocking
down the former St. Anne’s School and
constructing “The Manor at St.
Anne’s,”during Garwood’s  January 9
planning board meeting.

Mr. Ward proposed to build an age-
restricted (55 and above), 47-unit, three-
story condominum complex.

“I would love to build this beautiful
complex and sell [the units] at a low rate
to residents. I think this would enhance
the town’s appearance while generating
over $400,000 a year in tax revenue for
Garwood,” Mr. Ward said to the more
than 60 residents present at the meeting.

Mr. Ward’s attorney, Glenn Kienz,
from Weiner Lesniak, LLP, asked board
members Mayor Dennis McCarthy and
Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio to step
down from the appeal hearing.

He said since Mr. Ward is requesting a
use variance, state law forbids elected
officials on the planning board to vote on
the appeal. Mr. Kienz also asked all board
members who worship at St. Anne’s to

also step down in order to avoid any
conflicts of interest.

“When in doubt, step out,” he said.
Eventually, three board members

stepped down, with board member Will-
iam Nierstedt voluntarily removing him-
self because he served as a church board
member. The church still owns the school.

Councilwoman Villaggio told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times she wanted
to “clear up rumors,” she claimed that
resident Bruce Paterson was spreading.

She said, “The mayor and I did not
accept any money (campaign contribu-
tions) from Mr. Ward’s law firm. People
are saying that this is the reason why we
have to sit out, and that’s not true. You
heard the lawyer;  by law, we can’t sit on
this appeal.”

State Senator Raymond Lesniak of
Elizabeth (LD-20), a Democrat, is a se-
nior partner with Weiner Lesniak.

Mr. Ward said if the board doesn’t
approve the project, “I’ll eventually do
something with the property. I do have an
interest in this project but don’t have a
‘Plan B’ at this time.”

Planning board member Robert Scherer
questioned Mr. Ward as to why he hasn’t
purchased the building yet. “Why no clos-
ing date?” he asked. “Is it so you can
avoid paying taxes?”

Mr. Ward replied, “No reason. It’s in
limbo right now. No one wants to pay
taxes on something they’re not construct-
ing on yet.”

Mr. Nierstedt asked whether the  Arch-
diocese of Newark has given its consent
to the project, to which Mr. Kienz said,
“There is no corporate disclosure for a
church. It goes to Rome. They’re bigger
than us.” Mr. Kienz said he had a copy of
a consent agreement and would submit it
to the board.

According to the applicant, the units
would be sold to Garwood residents at
$350,000 – or what ever the market value
is at the time of sale – and sold to “non-
residents at $100,000 over cost.”

“Non-residents will pay a higher price,
that I will guarantee,” Mr. Ward said.

Mr. Ward’s representatives said a deed
restriction would be placed on buyers to
prevent a breech of condominium-asso-
ciation rules should units be sold or leased
to anyone below 55.

The building proposed would be 35
feet in height — higher than the current
school building. The proposal will also
include 94 underground parking spaces.

Residents who attended the meeting
said traffic congestion in the area was a
concern.

Elizabeth Dolan, a traffic engineer hired
by the developer, conducted a one-day
traffic survey during a weekday in No-
vember. She said, “We found during the
peak hours of 7 to 9 a.m. and 4:45 to 5:45
p.m., there were 200 cars traveling on
Cedar Street and 600 on Walnut Street,
due to two-way traffic... below signifi-
cant traffic areas such as North Avenue.
This is not a level that would deteriorate
the trip area.”

Mr. Scherer asked how the garbage
removal would be handled. “The resi-
dents of Garwood are frugal and already
pay enough in taxes. We want no sur-
prises,” he said.

The developer said the $198-per-
month, per-unit maintenance fee would
cover the garbage-removal cost. The wa-
ter bill would go to the management com-
pany, which Mr. Ward also operates.

“I can put it in writing; the [borough] of
Garwood will not pay for garbage removal.
I am a man of my word. The [Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times] editor recently [pub-
lished] a letter  about how reputable I am,”
Mr. Ward said.

Mr. Ward’s application will continue
at a public meeting on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 30, at Lincoln School at 7:45 p.m.

Other districts that level in the sev-
enth grade include Cranford,
Millburn, New Providence and
Westfield, officials said.

The board approved a list of 38
courses that will be offered in the
2008 Creative Summer Workshop, as
well as four band programs offered
through the workshop’s Music
School.

The course offerings include “Pup-
petry,” “Budding Fashion Designers,”
“Yoga for Youth,” “Microwave Cook-
ing,” “Social Skills and Decision
Making” and “Globe Trotters.” The
courses offered are dependent upon
grade level and cater to younger stu-
dents (“Kindergarten Express”) as
well as older (“Don-Tre Professional
Driving School”).

Ms. Nelson said it seemed this year
the “offerings are growing.”

“It’s a nice balance this year,” she
said. “There are interesting choices.”

The board received a $15,000 do-
nation from the Miles Hodsdon
Vernon Foundatiom, which will be
used towards technology at Brunner
Elementary School.

During committee reports, board
member Warren McFall said the
board’s policy committee would add
a cyber-bullying component to its Ha-
rassment, Intimidation and Bullying
Policy. Thomas Beese, director of
special services, explained that if the
bullying “comes into the school,” the
administration would be able to take
disciplinary action. “This is serious
cyber bullying that has to be dis-
closed to us,” he said.

“In this new age of technology and
bullying through the Internet, our
policy has to be in compliance to
cover those unfortunate opportuni-
ties that could take place after school
hours,” Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Hayes said.

“I love that we are addressing this
issue,” Ms. Slocum said. “I think it’s
very helpful, and it’s a great idea.”

At its Thursday, January 24, the
board will vote on a contract with
Strauss-Esmay Associates that would
provide services for policy updates.
Mr. McFall said Strauss-Esmay would
provide information regarding nec-
essary updates or changes to current
policies, as well as information on
new policies that may be of value to

the district.
Strauss-Esmay would make rec-

ommendations to the committee on
these changes, but Mr. McFall said
the finished product of any new policy
or policy update would be the board’s.

“We’re not accepting anyone else’s
policy,” he said. “This is our policy.”

Board member Rob O’Connor said
the board’s facilities committee would
conduct a site visit to Terrill Middle
School in the upcoming week as the
first step before presenting a proposal
to the board regarding the school’s
current over-capacity status.

“We are taking a careful, slow ap-
proach,” he said. “We want to make
the right decision. It will have long-
range effects.”

The next Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education regular public
meeting is Thursday, January 24. A
roundtable discussion with the PTA
will be held on Monday, January 28.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPF Education Officials
Concerned about State Aid

have their meals delivered to their cells.
According to TV’s “America’s

Most Wanted,” it was not known if
nearby trains obscured the banging
noise from jail guards.

The basement apartment on a Sum-
mer Street in Elizabeth where Espinosa
was  hiding out was charred by fire on
Sunday. Fire officials have said the
blaze may have been intentionally set.

This development follows the Janu-
ary 2 suicide of jail guard Rudolph
Zurick, 40, of South Amboy who was
the corrections officer named in a
note left by the Espinosa and Blunt.
“Thank you officer for the tools
needed. You’re a real pal. Happy holi-
days,” the note read. Mr. Zurick was
to have been interviewed by authori-
ties on the jailbreak the day he took
his life.

The Rev. Al Sharpton, who said he
was helping to arrange Blunt’s sur-
render after being contacted by a
friend of Blunt’s, said the Union
County prosecutor “had a lot of ex-
plaining to do” about the escape.

In response, Mr. Romankow said,
“Obviously, the Rev. Sharpton knows
less about Union County than he
knows about capturing dangerous
escapees. If he had his facts straight,
he would know that my office does
not oversee the jail in any way. In fact,
we are the agency investigating the
escapes.”

Bail for Espinosa has been set at
$750,000 for the escape charge.
Blunt’s bail was set at $300,000 for
the escape and $550,00 set for the
pending robbery and weapons
charges.

FAMILY LEGACY…Vincent Losavio, Jr. (right) joins John’s Meat Market in
Scotch Plains to continue his grandfather’s legacy in the longest, continuous
business in the township. Mr. Losavio attended Seton Hall University and now
works alongside family members in the 69-year-old business. Vincent Losavio, Jr.
is pictured above with his grandfather years ago.

Westfield
Sunday, January 6, an employee of a

business on the 200 block of East Broad
Street reported that someone defaced
with red ink graffiti the wall and ground
just outside the front door of the busi-
ness.

Sunday, January 6, a Tinton Falls
resident reported the theft of her Louis
Vuitton wallet and its contents from the
counter of a business on the 300 block
of South Avenue, East. The wallet con-
tained her driver’s license, $500 in cash
and assorted credit cards.

Monday, January 7, Branden
Gassmann, 23, of Winfield Park was
arrested at the Linden Police Depart-
ment on a Westfield criminal warrant.
He was released after posting $195
bail.

Monday, January 7, Scott Callender,
21, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a
Westfield motor vehicle warrant. He
was released after posting $175 bail.

Monday, January 7, Gordon Novak,
44, of Westfield was arrested on the 400
block of Codding Road on a no-bail
New Jersey wanted person fugitive war-
rant. He was turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Department.

Monday, January 7, Derek Mogull,
24, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
two Westfield motor vehicle warrants
at Westfield police headquarters. He
was released after posting $110 bail to
settle the two warrants.

Monday, January 7, Michael Risberg,
19, of Westfield was arrested on a
Westfield motor vehicle warrant at
Westfield police headquarters. He was
released after posting $175 bail.

Thursday, January 10, Alfonso
Willock, 33, of Flushing, N.Y. was ar-
rested on outstanding traffic warrants
from Secaucus and Newark, with bail
amounts of $250 and $200, respec-
tively, following a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Cacciola Place. He
was released after posting bail.

Friday, January 11, Susan Krause,
59, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop at East
Broad Street and Gallows Hill Road.
She was released on her own recogni-
zance to a responsible individual.

Saturday, January 12, Amanda
Bracuto, 20, of Kenilworth was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and an outstanding Roselle Park traffic
warrant with bail of $800, after a motor
vehicle stop at South and Windsor Av-
enues.

She was released on her own recog-
nizance on the warrant per Roselle Park
Municipal Court and issued a sum-
mons on the marijuana possession
charge prior to being released.

Saturday, January 12, a resident of
the 1400 block of Boynton Avenue re-
ported that the motor vehicle he had
borrowed from a family member was
damaged while parked in the roadway
outside his home. The driver’s side win-
dow was smashed.

Saturday, January 12, a resident of
the 300 block of Roger Avenue re-
ported the passenger side window on
his motor vehicle was smashed while
the vehicle was parked in his driveway.

Saturday, January 12, Bernard P.
Burns, 26, of Phillipsburg was arrested
on the 500 block of Rahway Avenue on
a Pohatcong motor vehicle warrant af-
ter being stopped on the 500 block of
Rahway Avenue for a motor vehicle
violation. He was released after posting
$190 bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, January 1, Darrell Benford,

24, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant from Mountainside
for $250 and a warrant out of Spring-
field for $1,000.

Tuesday, January 1, staff at a Route
22 theater reported finding the wallet
belonging to the daughter of a Newark
firefighter. Police contacted the owner.

Wednesday, January 2 Roy Bryan,
49, of Plainfield, was arrested for driv-
ing with a suspended license after be-
ing stopped by police on Route 22 at
Lawrence Avenue for having passen-
ger license plates on a commercial ve-
hicle. He was given a Thursday, Janu-
ary 17 municipal court date.

Thursday, January 3, Amirah Brack,
21, of Plainfield was arrested by the
Fanwood Police Department and turned
over to Mountainside on an outstand-
ing warrant of $165.

Friday, January 4, a Whippoorwill Way
resident reported that he lost his New
Jersey driver’s license while fllying
through O’Hare Airport in Chicago last
month.

Sunday, January 6, Jacqueline
Crowell, 23, of Mountainside was ar-
rested for DWI over her car ran off the
road at Sunny Slope Drive and Summit
Road. Police reported the woman’s two
children were in the car at the time. Her
mother was contacted to take care of
the children.

Crowell was also charged with re-
fusal to submit to a breath test and
careless driving, police said.

Monday, January 7, a Kings Court
resident came to police headquarters to
report a missing silver Olympus digital
camera. The victim said he last had the
camera while at Webster Hall in New
York City on New Year’s Day. The
camera is valued at $375.

Monday, January 7, a Sheffield
Street business owner reported that
his  Chevrolet truck was burglarized.
Police said the right center tool com-
partment door of the vehicle was pryed
open and that work tools were stolen.
The victim said he would review sur-
veillance tapes and contact the detec-
tive bureau.

Tuesday, January 8, a Wyoming Drive
resident reported that he received a
letter from a Publisher’s Gaming Co.
saying he had won a million dollars. A
check for $4,835 was included. The
resident was instructed to send a money
order for $2,500 to a Walmart in Canada.
He cashed the check and contacted the
company to arrange delivery of the
prize before contacting poliice..

Police said this is a “classic money
scam.”

Tuesday, January 8, a Summit Road
resident reported that she received a
letter from a credit card company of
balance transfers in the amounts of
$9,900 and $9,500 to a credit card and
a department store card, respectively,
in her name. The victim said she did not
have credit cards with either company.
The victim notified the major credit
bureaus. The detective bureau is inves-
tigating.

Thursday, January 10, three juve-
niles were arrested and charged with
being under the influence and in pos-
session of marijuana following a com-
plaint of a suspicious vehicle on Out-
look Drive, West. Police found an enve-
lope of marijuana and a blunt cigar,
which was bagged for evidence. The
juveniles were released to their par-
ents.

Monday, January 14, a Darby Lane
resident reported her wallet was miss-
ing. She reported that the wallet con-
tained $40 in cash, credit cards, her
driver’s license, Social Security card
and personal items.

Monday, January 14, an employee of
a Route 22 nursing home reported the
theft of a 32-inch LG flat screen LCD
TV. The TV was valued at $800.

Garwood
Saturday, January 12, Sean Ferro,

19, of Westfield was arrested on the 400
block of Locust Avenue and charged
with underage consumption of alcohol.
He was arrested after police discovered
him lying unresponsive on the ground
near a tree. With the assistance of po-
lice he slowly came around. Police de-
tected a strong odor of alcohol on his
breath. Ferro was transported to police
headquarters where he was released to
a family member pending a municipal
court date.

Sunday, January 13, Brendan Stark,
20, of Cranford was arrested and
charged with underage consumption of
alcohol on the 100 block of South Av-
enue.

Police observed several individuals
in a parking lot to a service station and
stopped to investigate. While interview-
ing the individuals, police said they
detected a strong odor of alcohol on
Stark’s breath. According to police,
Stark admitted to consuming five beers
earlier. He was transported to police
headquarters and released to a family
member pending a municipal court date.

Fanwood
Wednesday, January 9, Jamie V. Mer-

cer, 39, of Plainfield was arrested on
active warrants out of Scotch Plains,
Jersey City and Bulloch County, GA
after a motor vehicle stop in the 50
block of South Avenue.

Wednesday, January 9, William R.
Myers, 51, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Plainfield warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road.

Wednesday, January 9, Richard J.
Harden, 54, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Fanwood warrant
after a field investigation.

Thursday, January 10, William A.
Reid, 22, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding Plainfield warrant after
a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue.
According to police, he was also
charged with obstruction of justice af-
ter providing police with false informa-
tion. He was processed and turned over
to the Plainfield Police Department,
authorities said.

Thursday, January 10, Lori E.
Armour, 48, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding East Windsor war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road.

Friday, January 11, Salvatore
Savatteri, 58, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding Clark warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on LaGrande
Avenue.

Sometime between 9:30 p.m. on Fri-
day, January 11, and 9:30 p.m. on Sat-
urday, January 12, a resident of Tilloson
Road reported that someone entered
his unlocked vehicle while it was parked
in his driveway and attempted to steal
the vehicle by tampering with the igni-
tion switch. According to police, the
attempt was unsuccessful.

Saturday, January 12, sometime be-
tween 11 and 11:30 p.m. a resident of
Oakridge Road reported that someone
stole his red, four-door 2004 Hyundai
while it was parked unlocked in his
driveway with the keys in the ignition.

Sunday, January 13, James H. Gor-
don, 39, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Maplewood warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Monday, January 14, Samira R.
Jones, 32, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding Newark war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on Pleas-
ant Avenue.

Scotch Plains
Friday, January 11, an employee at a

Terrill Road business reported that some-
one hit his vehicle and then left the scene
without reporting the accident.

Friday, January 11, Khyrie Jenkins,
22, of Plainfield was arrested for an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop.

Saturday, January 12, a resident of
Montague Avenue reported that some-
one entered his unlocked vehicle and
removed cash and CDs valued at ap-
proximately $160.

Saturday, January 12, a resident of
Cook Avenue reported that someone
entered his unlocked vehicle and re-
moved a global positioning system
(GPS) valued at approximately $250.

Saturday, January 12, Kyle
McLean, 27, of Willingsboro was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant af-
ter being stopped for a motor vehicle
violation.

Saturday, January 12 a resident of
Union Avenue reported that someone
entered his unlocked vehicle and re-
moved approximately $40.

Sunday, January 13, Willie Pena, 32,
of New York, NY was arrested and
charged with DWI. According to po-
lice, Pena was involved in a motor
vehicle accident at which time officers
smelled a strong odor of alcohol. Pena
was transported to headquarters where
he was processed and released with a
summons, police said.

Kathy Marques for The Westfield Leader
ONE FOR THE AGES...Developer James Ward has proposed to take the former
St. Anne’s School, below, and transform it into the age-restricted “Manor,” above.

how boards of education can increase
shared services.”

BOE President Norman Trip
Whitehouse told The Times, “The
budget formula, in terms of state-aid,
‘looks terrific on paper.’ As opposed
to Westfield’s 2 percent, Scotch Plains
will see a 10 percent bump, or roughly
$400,000.” However, Mr. Whitehouse
cautioned, “things always look better
on paper.” He said approximately
$300,000 would be returned in the
form of property-tax relief but noted,
“we’ll take any increase we can get.”

He said the meeting focused on
“collaboration” and districts “bond-
ing together” to save money. When
asked if Scotch Plains was prepared
to assume students from other dis-
tricts, such as Elizabeth, he said, “Fa-
cility-wise, no.”

He termed the middle schools to be
“at capacity” and said “we don’t have
the facilities for our own students,” a
problem he sees as “fairly widespread
throughout the county.”

The Union County School Boards
Association sponsored this program.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Super
Centuolo

Former Township Clerk
Reidy Recalled Fondly
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — She was
called “the most popular person in
Scotch Plains” by Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins. Helen Reidy,
who died last month, served as town-
ship clerk for 28 years and for the first
part of her tenure, her position was
subject to the will of the voters, who
re-elected her starting in 1959 by
large margins.

“She was the biggest vote-getter in
town,” said Barbara Riepe, who
worked with Miss Reidy for 30 years
before succeeding her as clerk in 1987.

Miss Reidy began working for
Scotch Plains in 1947, and Mr. Atkins
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the township and its gov-
ernment were far different from to-
day. The population in the immediate
post-World War II years was only
several thousand and the township
government was smaller, which meant
that Miss Reidy and one or two other
women served as the clerical staff for
the entire municipal operation.

“She did a little of everything,” Mr.
Atkins said. Even though she worked
for 12 years before being elected clerk
in 1959, “she knew the ins and outs of
being clerk well before assuming the

position.” In the late 1960s, state of-
ficials decided the municipal clerk
should not be an elected position, so
Miss Reidy was appointed to the post
that she held for the following 20
years.

“She loved people,” Mrs. Riepe told
The Times. “She always said she missed
the people when she retired” in 1987.
“And she loved animals.”

Mr. Atkins said Miss Reidy and
Mrs. Riepe “were doing tons of stuff”
back in the 1950s and 1960s when
Scotch Plains’ population grew to
22,000 by 1970. In those days, he said,
“the clerk took care of people” and
their varying needs since the clerk’s
office was one of the few municipal
offices that was open full-time.

The municipal building back then
was located next to the existing build-
ing, and Mrs. Riepe recalled Miss
Reidy shouting requests or questions
out an open window across to another
municipal office. And both Mr. Atkins
and Mrs. Riepe recalled the state of
Miss Reidy’s desk, which often had
“several large piles of papers on it,”
Mr. Atkins said. “But if you went in
and asked for a particular paper, she’d
be able to reach into the middle of a
pile and know exactly where it was.”

“She was one of a kind,” he said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Deer Hunt
which involves the use of sharpshoot-
ers in the reservation for several days,
seeks to reduce the deer herd from the
more than 100 per square mile counted
in late 2005 to about 20 per square
mile.

In other business, Councilwoman
Nancy Malool said a meeting “to
gauge the public’s opinion and to
provide information” about the pos-
sible establishment of a Special Im-
provement District (SID) in the down-
town business district will be held on
January 28. The 7 p.m. meeting, which
will be held at Scotch Hills Country
Club, is open to the public, Mrs.
Malool said.

Downtown business and property
owners will receive formal notifica-
tion of the meeting via mail within
the next week, she said, saying some
owners not located in the downtown
area may receive letters as well.

“Getting a letter,” Mrs. Malool said,
referring specifically to those not lo-
cated in the immediate downtown
district, “doesn’t mean you’ll be in a
SID, but it’s a possibility” if the SID’s
parameters are ultimately broadened.

The council also introduced an or-
dinance that will, according to Coun-
cilman Jeffrey Strauss, “codify” an
informal parking arrangement that
has been in effect for several years at
Green Forest Park. Under the ordi-
nance, which will be voted on at the
council’s Monday, January 28 meet-
ing, 28 parking spots would be for-
mally designated for use by high-
school students between 8 a.m. and 2
p.m.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion approving the purchase of nearly
$30,000 worth of furniture for the
police department’s new offices that
will be located on the new second
floor of the municipal building.

At the start of its meeting, the coun-
cil welcomed Miss New Jersey, Amy
Polumbo, who will be representing
the state in the Saturday, January 26
Miss America pageant in Las Vegas.
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ON THE JOB…Union County Assignment Judge Walter Barisonek swears in
Union County Prosecutor Theodore Romankow for a second five-year term as his
wife Daria holds the Bible during a ceremony on January 9 in the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth.

Attorneys At Law

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

Eliminate Tooth
Problems and Show
Your Best Smile

See us for healthy teeth and a radiant smile
with Gentle Touch Dental Care.

440 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
www.westfieldsmiles.com

Adam E. Feret, DMD

Gentle Touch Dental Care Includes:

See us for Gentle Touch Dental Care and
innovative treatments for healthy teeth and
a radiant smile.

•

•

•

•

Call Today (908) 233-9280

Non-surgical control of gum disease. Laser
treatments, bad breath remedies, oral cancer
screening, bite-guard and TMJ therapy. 

Porcelain Lumineers to enhance your smile.
Power whitening, tooth colored mercury-free
fillings, tooth colored bonding to correct
stained and discolored teeth and to repair
cracked teeth and gaps. Tooth reshaping
and recontouring. 

Caps and all types of bridges. Bridge and
denture repairs. 

Emergency care and root canal treatment.
Implant consultations, low dose digital x-rays
with up to 50% less exposure. Pediatric tooth
sealants and flouride treatments. 

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton'sCorzine Hires Bob Franks
To Pitch Restructuring Plan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Governor Jon
Corzine last week appointed former
Republican Congressman Bob Franks
of Berkeley Heights, whom he defeated
in the 2000 U.S. Senate race, to build
support for his proposed state financial
restructuring and debt reduction plan.

In a statement released January 9,
Mr. Corzine said, “Bob’s extraordi-
nary leadership skills in this endeavor
to help right New Jersey’s financial
ship is a shining example of the fact
that our financial challenges do not
know party lines and that our solu-
tions shouldn’t either.”

The Governor’s plan, previously
called “monetization,” includes toll
increases on the Garden State Park-
way, New Jersey Turnpike and Atlan-
tic City Expressway of 50 percent in
2010, 2014, 2018 and 2022 along
with “annual cost-of-living adjust-
ments” to eliminate what he said is
$32 billion in state-bonded debt. He
said the average trip on the Turnpike
would rise from $2.05 today to $5.80
in 10 years under his proposal.

Mr. Franks spent eight years repre-
senting the 7th Congressional Dis-
trict and 13 years in the State Assem-
bly representing the 22nd Legislative
District. He will serve as chairman of
the Governor’s Financial Restructur-
ing and Debt Relief Campaign, a vol-
unteer position. The former congress-
man serves as president of the
Bridgewater-based Healthcare Insti-
tute of New Jersey.

“You may ask how a fiscally con-
servative Republican like myself
could find common ground with a
liberal Democrat like Jon Corzine,”
Mr. Franks said in a press release
issued by the Governor’s office. “The
answer is simply that the Governor
has broken with tradition in Trenton
and declared that we have to trans-
form the way we handle the state’s
finances. My grandfather taught me a
long time ago that when you find
yourself in a deep hole, the first rule

is to stop digging.”
While calling Mr. Franks “a good

friend and a mentor,” State Senate
Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-
21, Westfield), said, “On this issue,
though, we disagree.”

“After six years and 64 tax in-
creases, the Governor is now propos-
ing the biggest tax-and-borrowing
scheme that our state has ever seen. I
think it will make our state more
unaffordable in the years to come,”
said Mr. Kean, when reached for com-
ment last Thursday. Mr. Kean worked
for the Congressman in the 1990s.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield), Assembly Minority
Whip, said, “Bob Franks is a very
well-respected Republican. From a
political perspective, I think it is a
pretty significant move by the Gover-
nor,” he said. “I think everyone has an
open mind on what the Governor and
Bob Franks have to say. He will cer-
tainly get the ear of Republicans.”

The legislator said GOP Assembly
members are still analyzing the
Governor’s plan. “The devil is al-
ways in the details,” he said.

State Senator Jennifer Beck (LD-
12, Red Bank) called the Governor’s
proposal a “little more than a road tax
on middle-class New Jersey families.”

State Democratic Party Chairman
Joseph Cryan, a State Assemblyman
representing the 20th Legislative Dis-
trict Union County, said in a prepared
statement, “Everyone needs to under-
stand and accept the fact that we have
a serious crisis that we literally can’t
afford to ignore. People should resist
the reflex to criticize the plan for po-
litical reasons or to oppose his solu-
tions because they are difficult…But
he shouldn’t be left alone to do it all
himself. If we care about the future of
New Jersey, we should work with him
in a productive way.”

The Governor is holding Town Hall
meetings in each of the state’s 21
counties to detail his plan. Meetings
were held this past week in Livingston,
Hackensack and Randolph.

Romankow Enters Second Term
As Union County Prosecutor
State Superior Court Assignment

Judge for Union County Walter
Barisonek swore in Union County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow to his sec-
ond, five-year term on Wednesday.

More than 200 people attended the
4 p.m. ceremony, including State
Senator Ray Lesniak. Former Gover-
nor Jim McGreevey first appointed
Mr. Romankow to the position in
2002. The State Senate gave its con-
sent to Governor Jon Corzine’s reap-
pointment of the prosecutor on the
last day of the 212th Legislative Ses-
sion on January 7.

Retired Senator Kavanaugh
Dies; Served 32 Years

Former Senator Walter Kavanaugh
– a Republican who represented New
Jersey’s 16th Legislative District,
covering parts of Somerset County –
died on January 9 at 74 after a long
illness. The legislator officially left
office January 7 after 32 years in
Legislature, the past 10 in the State
Senate. The Star-Ledger reported he
was the seventh-longest-serving leg-
islator in state history.

Sabrin to Announce Another
 Senate Run, Politickernj Says
Murray Sabrin, a Ramapo College

professor who ran unsuccessfully for
the GOP nomination for U.S. Senate
in 2000, will announce his candidacy
for the U.S. Senate seat of Frank
Lautenberg this year, politickernj.com
announced.

He would join GOP candidates
State Senator Joseph Pennacchio (LD-
26, Morris Plains) and former New
Jersey Chamber of Commerce Chair
Anne Evans Estabrook of Spring
Lake.

Mr. Sabrin ran unsuccessfully for
governor as a Libertarian in 1997.

Senator Scutari to Chair
State Government Committee
Senate President Dick Codey (LD-

27, West Orange) named State Sena-
tor Nicholas Scutari (LD-22, Linden)
chairman of the Senate State Govern-
ment Committee last Thursday. He
previously served as vice chairman.
Senator Barbara Buono (LD-18,
Metuchen) will head the appropria-
tions and budget committee.

Clark GOP Committee to Host
Forum for Congress Hopefuls
The Clark Republican Municipal

Committee will host a forum for GOP
candidates running for Congress in
the 7th District on Thursday, October
24, at 7:30 p.m. at Gran Centurions,
located at 440 Madison Hill Road.
The event is open to elected GOP
officials and county-committee mem-
bers.

Weichert Head Proposes Tax
Credit for Homebuyers

James Weichert, president and
founder of Weichert Realtors, said he
intends to urge Congress to support
and enact legislation that would pro-
vide a tax credit for homebuyers in an

effort to stimulate the economy.
“To me, the fastest and most logical

way to economic recovery would be to
provide an incentive, in the form of a
tax credit, to home buyers to re-ener-
gize the housing market and, in turn,
other sectors of the economy,” he said
in a press release issued January 10.

Kerry Endorses Obama in Bid
For Democratic Nomination

U.S. Senator John Kerry (D-Mass.),
the 2004 Democratic nominee for
President, endorsed Barack Obama
last Thursday over U.S. Senator
Hillary Clinton (D-N.Y.) and 2004
running mate, John Edwards.

Bryant Seeks to Use Campaign
Cash to Pay for His Defense

Former State Senator Wayne Bryant
has sought approval from the state
Election Law Enforcement Commis-
sion to tap into some $642,500 in
campaign cash in order to use it in his
defense against federal-corruption
charges.

Frederick Herrmann, the
commission’s executive director, said
this is the first time such a request has
been made to use campaign funds to
pay for a criminal defense, The Cou-
rier-Post reported.

Mr. Bryant was indicted in April on
20 counts  for allegedly using his
power as Senate budget chairman post
to steer millions of dollars in grants to
two state schools that gave him no-
show jobs, which he used to triple his
public pension.

All NJ Elec. College Votes
To Go to National Winner

Governor Jon Corzine signed legis-
lation on Sunday that will deliver all of
the state’s 15 Electoral College votes
in the Presidential election to the win-
ner of the national popular vote, ac-
cording to the Associated Press.

 The measure could give the Elec-
toral College votes to a candidate
who did not win the New Jersey.
Maryland is the only other state that
has approved the measure.

Pennacchio to Launch
Campaign for Senate

State Senator Joseph Pennacchio
(LD-26, Morris Plains) is expected to
formally launch his candidacy for the
Republican nomination for the United
States Senate today. He joins Anne
Evans Estabrook, former chairman
of the New Jersey Chamber of Com-
merce, and Ramapo College Profes-
sor Murray Sabrin in the race for the
GOP nomination to face incumbent
Frank Lautenberg, a Democrat, in the
November.

Bramnick Moves Office
To North Ave. in WF

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield) has moved his legisla-
tive office to 251 North Avenue, West,
second floor. The three-term legisla-
tor had been sharing office space at
250 Elm Street with State Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield),
the new senate minority leader. His
new phone number is (908) 232-2073.

Viglianti Thanks Volunteers
During His Annual Address
Editor’s Note: The following an-

nual address by Mountainside Mayor
Robert Viglianti was edited for length.

By Mayor Robert Viglianti
This evening we expressed our ap-

preciation to Werner Schon for his 25
years of unselfish service to our com-
munity. Werner now joins a long list
of men and women who have given so
much to make Mountainside the com-
munity we love and have chosen to
raise our children.

One cannot look around our com-
munity without seeing the results of
hundreds of men and women who,
like Werner, have given of themselves
to better our town.

Members of the Mountainside Li-
ons Club have decorated the Christ-
mas tree on Route 22 and New Provi-
dence Road for over 40 years. Sadly,
the tree has died and this is its last
year. Several years ago, when this
tree started to look in despair, we had
a new tree planted in the area. The old
tree will be removed, the area will be
cleaned and the surrounding trees will
be trimmed so that next year we will
have a new tree.

Another vital part of Mountainside’s
success is the fact that a large percent
of our employees live here. No em-
ployee is required to live in town, yet
we have a high percentage of our po-
lice officers who reside in
Mountainside. Who knows a commu-
nity better than a police officer? Many
non-police employees also have cho-
sen Mountainside for their homes.

Sue Winans, now retired, was an
excellent example of a resident who
truly cared about our community. Sue
led our recreation programs from its
conception and created one of the
best recreation departments around.
Today, our recreation programs are in
the capable hands of Frank Masella
and Adam Lieb who both are con-
tinuing the tradition.

Two long-time residents of
Mountainside, Blanche and George

Watts (both now deceased) left us
with the Watts Mountainside Com-
munity Foundation, which has pro-
vided our community with a bus that
not only provides transportation for a
wheel-chaired person, but also is be-
ing used by all from our youth to our
seniors.

Another life time resident of
Mountainside, Dr. Marilyn Hart has
the distinction of being the only
woman to have served on the bor-
ough council. Her husband, David
Hart, who was also my eighth-grade
science teacher, later served on the
council making them the only hus-
band-and-wife team to be members
of borough council.

For 35 years, John Post’ legal ad-
vice has had a major impact on the
quality of life for all of Mountainside.
He and his firm have led Mountainside
through major legal actions that, if
lost, would have had very negative
effects on our community.

Mike Disko has demonstrated more
devotion, more concern, and more
expertise than most public employ-
ees. He has, with his firm, completed
miles of new roads, improved many
areas of our storm water flow and
retention systems, helped design each
of our lighted recreation fields and
has been a key component of every
borough project for the past 16 years
including the renovations and addi-
tions to the municipal building. Start-
ing on the road of retirement, Mr.
Disko will be accepting the position
of assistant engineer and his son,
Michael, will now take over the reins
while the borough will still have ac-
cess to Mr. Disko’s years of experi-
ence and to his input.

Werner (Schon), you are leaving
the council this evening, without a
pension, and without lifetime health
care. You are, however, now joining a
very long list of residents who always
cared about, and worked for the bet-
terment of our community.
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Ruffino
Chianti 1299

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 So. Ave. East, 908-232-8700 ShopRite WINES

& SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY
NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Jan. 9 thru Tues., Jan. 22, 2008. We reserve the right to limit

quantities. Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Not responsible for typographical
errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

®

Debit
Card

Toasted Head
•CABERNET  
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT 1099

Blackstone
CALIFORNIA 899

1.5 L

Villa
Malena
Prosecco

999

Quinta do
Noval
Ruby or 

Tawny Port

999

TEQUILA 

RUM

WHISKIES

GIN

SCOTCH

Ron Romero
LIGHT OR GOLD 1299

1.75 L

Bacardi
LIGHT OR GOLD

1999
1.75 L

Philadelphia
BLENDED 1199 Cancún

GOLD OR WHITE 1999

Sauza
Conmemorativo1999Canadian

LTD 1199

1.75 L

Johnnie Walker
Black Label
12-Yr. Old 5799

Glenfiddich
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT 3299

Hiram Walker
BLACKBERRY
BRANDY 1699

Dewars
White Label 2999

1 LTR

BIG SIZE SAVINGS!Exclusively at ShopRiteNEW at ShopRite

750
ML

750
ML

Rossini’s
Classic Cellars
•CHABLIS  •RHINE  •BURGUNDY
•RUBINO ROSSO  •ROSE
•BLUSH CHABLIS 799

4 L

3 L
DESSERT WINES
ALL TYPES 999

750
ML

750
ML

Brancott
•SAUVIGNON 

BLANC 999
750
ML

Amberton
Knight’s Valley

•Cabernet Sauvignon
Napa                     Napa

•Chardonnay  •Merlot
Napa

•Sauvignon
Blanc 999

750
ML

Sunburst Cellars

Penny Lane
•CABERNET  •MERLOT

•CHARDONNAY
•ZINFANDEL

799

CORDIALS

Beefeater 2999
1.75 L

Gilbey’s 1399
1.75 L

VODKA

Majorska 1299
1.75 L

1.75 L

Crystal 999
1.75 L

Knob
Creek BOURBON 2601

1.75 L

Clan
MacGregor 1501

1.75 L

1.75 L

Canadian
Club 1899

1.75 L

Stock
Limonce
Limoncello 1999

1 LTR

Pama
Pomegranate
Liqueur 1999

750
ML

750
ML

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

Evan
Williams 1799

1.75 L

Christian
Brothers BRANDY1699

1.75 L

1.75 L

Smirnoff
800 REGULAR 1999

Louis Baron
FRENCH BRANDY 999

750
ML

Jagermeister1699

Absolut
REG. OR FLAVORS 3299

1.75 L

Crystal
Gin 997

BRANDY/COGNAC

SOUR MASH

Mattie’s Perch
IMPORTED FROM
AUSTRALIA 499

1.5 L
Fish Eye
ALL TYPES 999

Turning Leaf
ALL TYPES 1199

1.5 L

5 L

Carlo Rossi
VARIETALS ONLY 1299

4 L

Carlo Rossi
•GENERICS  
•VARIETALS 999

1.5 L

Santa Marvista
Reserva
•CABERNET   •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY 699

1.5 L

1.5 L

DiLupo
Chianti 999

1.5 L

Minini
•PINOT GRIGIO
•MONTEPULCIANO 899

Infinity
Cellars

Infinity
Cellars

Infinity
Cellars

Infinity
Cellars

Infinity
Cellars

Infinity
Cellars

Infinity
Cellars

Fine Cognacs
VS:

1499
VSOP:

1999
XO:

3999
750 ML 750 ML 750 ML

De Laroche

•CABERNET

2199
750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

•MERLOT

1999
750
ML

•CHARDONNAY

1499
750
ML

•PINOT
NOIR

1399
750
ML

750
ML

•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY

999
750
ML

•SAUVIGNON
BLANC

799
750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Beer...

We Carry The Largest
Selection Of Imported
& Domestic Beer.
MORE THAN ANYONE
ELSE IN NEW JERSEY!

Is At Our

Everyday
LOW
DISCOUNTED
PRICES!

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

PRICE
BREAK

Cavit
Pinot Grigio
AND ALL OTHER TYPES 1201PRICE

BREAK

Viña San Esteban
•CABERNET  •MERLOT

•CHARDONNAY
•SAUVIGNON BLANC

699

DiLupo
•CHIANTI RISERVA

•PINOT GRIGIO
•ROSSO TOSCANA

999

•POUILLY
FUISSE

1499
750
ML

750
ML

•MACON
VILLAGES

899

•BEAUJOLAIS
VILLAGES

799

750
ML

750
ML750

ML

RUSSIAN RIVER

•Pinot Noir
ALEXANDER VALLEY

•Cabernet
Sauvignon 1999

RUSSIAN RIVER

Chardonnay 1499

750
ML

1.5 L

Corbett
Canyon
ALL TYPES 501PRICE

BREAK

1.5 L

Little
Penguin ALL TYPES1009PRICE

BREAK

1.5 L

ALL TYPES
EXCEPT PINOT NOIR

Kendall Jackson
VINTNER’S
RESERVE
•CHARDONNAY999

750
ML

NEW
LOWER
PRICE

NEW
LOWER
PRICE

YellowTail
ALL TYPES

EXCEPT
RESERVES

699

Merryvale
Starmont

Merryvale
Starmont

Georges 
Duboeuf

Georges 
Duboeuf

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tues., Jan. 22, 2008

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & SpiritsStore Open 
Sunday

Secretary of State Assumes
Control Over Elections

TRENTON – Legislation to trans-
fer the state Division of Elections
from the Department of Law and
Public Safety to the Department of
State was signed into law January 7
by Governor Jon Corzine.

“This is a common sense move that
is long overdue,” said Assemblyman
Giblin (LD-34, Clifton). “It reestab-
lishes a separation of powers that
should exist between the administra-
tors of elections and people respon-
sible for oversight of elections.”

The measure, S-2449/A-2929, re-
verses the 1998 Division of Elections
transfer that occurred under Gover-
nor Christie Whitman, who moved
the agency from the Department of
State to the Department of Law and
Public Safety.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD-22, Fanwood) and Assembly-
man Gerry Green (LD-22, Plainfield),
Democrats, voted in favor of the mea-
sure while Republicans, Assembly-
men Jon Bramnick and Eric Munoz
(both LD-21, Westfield and Summit)
voted against the legislation, which
passed the Assembly, 47-31, on De-
cember 13. The measure passed, 30-
5,  on June 18 in the Senate where
local Senators, Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-
21, Westfield) and Nick Scutari (LD-
22, Linden) supported the bill.

The law puts the division back in the
Department of State, and has the Sec-
retary of State replace the Attorney

General as New Jersey’s designated
chief election official. The bill also
provides that all responsibility for the
budget, fiscal and personal matters of
the Division of Elections be trans-
ferred to the Department of State.

The Division of Elections oversees
voting machines, polling place ac-
cessibility, voter registration, politi-
cal party declarations, absentee vot-
ing and election district requirements,
and serves as the filing officer for all
federal and state public elective of-
fices. The legislation becomes effec-
tive April 8.

433 NORTH AVE.WESTFIELD, NJ • 888.261.5503
NEWNORRISCHEVROLET.COM OR EMAIL NORCHEV@AOL.COM

SERVING UNION COUNTY’S AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS FOR 75 YEARS WITH LOW PRICES & EXCELLENT SERVICE SE HABLA
ESPANOL

Price (s) include (s) all costs to be paid by a consumer except for lic, reg fees & taxes. *On select models with approved credit. APR & rebates available at time of
purchase. $1000 trade-in allowance or cash equivalent. See dealer for complete details. Exp 1/31/2008. 

HANDICAPPED
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES

AVAILABLE.

NEW 2008 CHEVY IMPALA LS

Stk# 800466, VIN#84185761, Dark Gray, 4-Dr, 2.4 4-Cyl, FWRD, Auto/OD, P/S/B, ABS, Trac Cntrl, Dual
Air Bags, Side Curtain Bags, AC, Frt Bck Sts, P/Win/Lcks/Mrrs, R/Def, Tilt, Cruise, T/Gls, Keyless Entry,
Am/FM/SAT/CD, Navi.  MSRP: $21,105

Stk#800124, VIN#89163234, Dark Silver,
4-Dr, 3.5 V6, FRWD, Auto/OD, P/S/B, AC,
Dual Ai Bags, Frt Bkt Sts, P/Win/Lcks/Mrrs,
R/Def, Tilt, Cruise, T/Gls, Keyless Entry,
AM/FM/SAT/CD, Navi.  MSRP; $22,140.
$3,870 rebate based on $2000 Consumer
Cash and $1,000 Owner Loyalty, $870
Dealer Discount.

$18,270

BUY
FOR

SAVE
$3870!

SAVE
$1205!

BUY
FOR

If you’re new

to the Westfield/

Scotch Plains Area...

We work on and

honor all Warrantees

for all GM Vehicles!

COME BY AND SEE THE 

ALL-NEW MALIBU!

LOOK WHAT'S NEW
AT NORRIS CHEVROLET!

NEW 2008 CHEVY MALIBU 1LT$19,900

Norris ChevroletService CenterNow Open Saturday!8am-12pm

WSA: Program Cuts Likely
Due to Less Field Time
By MARIA WOEHR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Rec-
reation Commission discussed field
concerns and possible resolutions with
members of the public at its Monday
night meeting.

The Westfield Soccer Association
(WSA) addressed the commission at
the meeting about its scheduled field
time.

Last month, the WSA was notified
that it had lost field time to the Westfield
Lacrosse Association (WLA). WSA
President Barry Nap said the program
would have to make cuts in both the
long- and short-term. He said the WSA
has 1,200 students enrolled in soccer
programs in the fall and 1,100 in the
spring.

“We will have to make cutbacks
throughout our entire program, mostly
in training and practice time. Some of
the coaches will not be able to make
3:30 p.m. sessions. Plus, we have not
opened up inter-county registration and
do not know if we will be able to,” Mr.
Nap added.

Mr. Nap also said that the soccer
association would be willing to work
with the recreation commission to ad-
dress the need for more Westfield fields
in the future.

Commission Chairman William
Palatucci said the fields schedule was
finalized and that the WLA has been
asked to re-evaluate its time slots by the
end of the month to see if it has any extra
field time to give to the WSA.

“We clearly said that the fields have
been allocated, and lacrosse will re-
evaluate their field time to see if they
have any open slots for you by the end
of the month,” Mr. Palatucci said.

Mr. Palatucci also responded to an
inquiry from the public concerning a
fee that Westfield residents or recre-
ation participants might pay that could
fund field repair or a new field budget.

“Hypothetically, it could be a $10
usage fee for participants that could be
used for capital projects,” he said. “We
would have to see if taxpayers would be
willing to take on those fees. This is
something that we can discuss more in
the future.”

At Monday’s meeting, Mr. Palatucci
recognized newly elected commission
members William Kelly and Stacey
Ukrainskyj, as well as councilman Mark
Ciarrocca, who is replacing Peter
Echausse as town-council liaison to the
commission. Former recreation com-
missioners Bob Smith and Debbi Judd
will be recognized next month for their
participation on the commission.

Recreation officials said there are
many field renovations in the works.
The town council will address the land-
scaping around Houlihan Field.
Millings or lines will also be put in
Houlihan parking lot on a temporary
basis to try to rectify the parking situa-
tion there. PSE&G donated some trees
to improve the area.

Officials said the field behind Edison
Intermediate School will be re-fenced
to stop trespassing. Officials said the
Westfield Booster Club donated
$12,000 to upgrade the fencing and
round out the field.

Commissioner Jonathan Jones said
the Memorial Pool project is making
progress. Gutters will be put up in
March when the weather improves. So
far the project is on tract, Mr. Jones said.

The commission also decided to al-
low the Macnamera family to hold
softball games on Saturday, April 5, at
the Tamaques Park fields to raise money
for their foundation, Liam’s Room. The
charity will raise money to create a
room that will provide information and
counseling in Overlook Hospital for
families of a terminally ill child.

A Night Place will be held this Fri-
day, January 18 and a father/daughter
dance will be held in February.

Maria Woehr for The Westfield Leader
FIELD TALK...Westfield Recreation Commission Chairman William Palatucci
and other members listen to the presentation by the Westfield Soccer Association
that petitons for more field time.

After Three Years, ALJ
Construction Now Complete

By LISA HAGAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLARK — After three years of con-
struction,  Arthur L. Johnson’s high school
in Clark can see a light at the end of the
tunnel. Clark and Garwood students dealt
with inconveniences and chaotic hall-
ways during the renovation.

“Right now, I am satisfied with the
construction,” said ALJ High School Prin-
cipal Charles Serson. “However, we did
not have the progress that we had antici-
pated.”

The first phase of the work was remod-
eling exterior and interior structures.
Workers installed a new roof and win-
dows during the summer of 2006. They
tore down ceilings to install wires. The
ceilings are now restored, except for a
few rooms towards the rear of the school.

The old heating system proved to be
insufficient for the classrooms and a new
system was purchased and installed.

The latest accessories added to the
school were for leisure and academic
purposes. Each classroom was equipped
with a plasma television set to replace the
old ones. New flat screen computer dis-
plays were installed. Cables were installed,
allowing the computers to display on the
television screens. Now, teachers can con-
duct their lessons through a website or
PowerPoint right on the screen.

The TV studio has been modified and
is currently running the ALJ Morning
Show in every classroom. IMC, the
school’s library, is refurbished with new
computers and furnishings. Teachers can
convene their classes in the IMC or des-
ignated computer labs if they need mul-
tiple computers or books. Students have
access to both locations during their lunch
periods.

The other part of the project was for
recreational purposes. The school’s lower
gym was remodeled by removing and
restoring windows. New bleachers were
installed in both the lower and upper
gymnasiums.

In terms of outdoor sports facilities, the
school’s tennis courts were improved with
newly added nets and courts. The track
was repaved and painted for the 2007
cross country and track seasons. The grass
football field was replaced with artificial
turf, in hopes of providing a more durable
and economic field.

Although Clark was not able to hold
their annual fireworks on the Fourth of
July in 2007 due to the construction, the
work was completed just in time before
the big rivalry football game between
Clark and Governor Livingston High
School from Berkeley Heights. It was
Clark’s first home game “under the lights”
and the night was celebrated with fire-
works after the triumphant win.

Even though the transformation was
longer than anticipated, most officials
and students said the outcome was worth
the wait. Clark property taxes/bonds
funded $18 million for the renovation
with an additional $10 million coming
from the state. The field’s work was funded
entirely from property taxes/bonds from
Clark.

All construction is expected to be fin-
ished by March 1.

“It is now a safer building with up-
graded technology, allowing us to pro-
vide for both the students and teachers,”
Mr. Serson said. “It’s an operational fa-
cility we can all enjoy.”

Editor’s note: Lisa Hagan is a sopho-
more at Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Clark.

Ballots Due Jan. 29
 Overseas federal ciivilian absen-

tee ballot forms for the February 5
Presidential Primary are due January
29 at the office of the Union County
Clerk, 2 Broad Street, Room 113,
Elizabeth NJ 07201. Forms are avail-
able by calling (908) 527-4360, or at
ucnj.org/ctyclerk/election.html.

LECTURE ON LENAPE…The Trailside Nature and Science Center, located at
452 New Providence Road in Mountainside, will offer a lecture for adults, ages 18
and older, on Lenape culture. The lecture will take place at on Friday, January 25
from 7 to 8 p.m. For information on winter season programs, call (908) 789-3670
or visit ucnj.org/trailside.
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Westfield Superintendent Notes
Taxpayers will not Receive Relief

State GOP Chairman Wilson Calls
Governor Corzine’s Plan a ‘Myth’

On January 7, the new school-funding
bill for New Jersey passed by the mini-
mum number of votes in both the Senate
and Assembly. Because this legislation
was rushed through on the last day of the
lame-duck legislative session and amend-
ments seen only by legislators were added
at the last minute, no district knows ex-
actly how the new funding will impact
local budgets.

What we do know in Westfield is that
we will continue to receive a minimum
amount of state aid and that we will re-
ceive only one third of the special-educa-
tion aid funding received by the majority

of districts in the state. As a result, our
taxpayers will not see any tax relief. As
we continue to look at the numbers and
ask questions, we will keep the public
informed as to the impact of the formula
on Westfield. In the meantime, I wish to
acknowledge the efforts of our Board of
Education, administration, staff and par-
ents for reaching out to state officials in
support of the Westfield Public Schools
in our continued partnership of school
and community.

Margaret Dolan, Superintendent
Westfield Public Schools

It’s time to get mad. Today (last Tues-
day), Governor Jon Corzine ignored the
message sent by voters in November and
outlined another plan to borrow billions
more that will only result in New Jereyans
paying more just so state government can
spend more.

It is dishonest at best to call a plan that
includes as much as a 500-percent driv-
ing-tax increase and $40 billion in new
debt fiscally responsible. This is the big-
gest borrowing scheme in the history of
our nation.

The Governor’s “road tax” plan bor-
rows heavily and ushers in even more
government spending. At the end of the
day, toll payers will be paying an addi-
tional $4 billion, and the Governor plans to
spend every penny. His claim that he is
holding spending “flat” is completely false.

Under Corzine’s plan, over the next
decade, the cost of the average Turnpike
trip would increase from $1.20 to $5.85,
the average Parkway trip would rise from
35 cents to $1.60 and the average Ex-
pressway toll would go from 50 cents to
$2.40. And, a 35-cent toll would be put on

Route 440 in 2010.
The Governor needs to follow the lead

of the millions of New Jersey families
who’ve been forced to cut back on spend-
ing to pay their higher tax bills. We don’t
need to restructure the state’s finances;
we need to restructure state government
to make it smaller and more affordable.
The answer is simple: it’s the spending,
stupid.

The Republican alternative is to cut
spending first, not raise taxes or tolls.
Republicans have offered more than $3
billion in specific spending cuts to the
state’s out-of-control budget over the last
three years. All of the cuts have been
rejected by the Governor.

Make your voice heard. Write letters to
your local newspapers, call into radio-
station programs and tell your family and
neighbors. E-mail us at
communications@njgop.org to get our
“Top 5 Myths about Governor Corzine’s
Plan.”

Tom Wilson
New Jersey Republican Chairman
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Will Aid Formula Become First Step
In Replacing Local School Boards?
With Governor Jon Corzine signing into law the

new school aid funding formula on Sunday, local
school boards are trying to understand just what it
means.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s case, the school dis-
trict projects that it will be required to return to the
township property taxpayers 7 of the 10 percent aid
increase received from the state – an amount of about
$450,000.

Still, the school district nets a 3-percent increase.
Somehow, this is calculated from the formula of the
new legislation, that if the SP-F school system spends
the full 10-percent increase, then it will spend more
than allowed per student. About 20 percent of the
state’s 600 school districts face this dilemma.

Westfield is upset because it is only getting a 2-
percent increase in state aid. But, in Westfield’s case,
it seems that it can spend it all without returning
anything to the property taxpayer. So, Westfielders
won’t be getting any property-tax giveback through
this program.

To us, it gets even more confusing. If a district
would need to return state-aid money to the property
taxpayers, why tax the property taxpayers in the first
place? Also, why are the districts upset? They are
getting an increase in aid. The aid has been flat for a
couple of years now. This Governor’s plan calls for
an increase in state aid by about $560 million of the
$7.5-billion state-aid total.

The Governor has no idea how he’s going to pay

for this, along with the $billions of indebtedness,
unless he sells the Turnpike. He says, “Pigs will fly
over the Statehouse before there’s a realistic level of
new taxes or spending cuts that can fix this mess.”

This will be an interesting budget preparation year
for the superintendents and the boards of education.
Once they get things the way they want with the
unions, the PTAs and the boards, then they present
them to the voters for approval – well, not quite so in
Union County.

This year, Union County is one of the 10 counties
in the state to have a “Super-Superintendent” (SSI).
Carmen Centuolo is Union County’s SSI, residing in
her office located at the county building at 300 North
Avenue, East, in Westfield.

The SSI will have authority over what school
districts can and cannot do, what they can and cannot
spend, as well as how their operations may be
directed to change.

The SSI can even redirect students from one school
district, say Elizabeth, to another one, say Westfield,
should the SSI deem the one district is better equipped
for the job.

Presumably, after all this, the public is asked to
approve the respective budgets. It makes us wonder,
“Why bother?” If a budget is defeated by the public,
then what?

To us, this seems to be the Governor’s first step for
dismantling the state’s education system and replac-
ing the local school boards. With what, we wonder.

New Year Brings New Faces
At All Levels of Government

Now that the New Year has been rung in, we would
like to congratulate the newly sworn-in elected offi-
cials.

In Westfield, Frank Arena has taken the reins as the
new councilman in the first ward, while Anthony
Parenti has joined the Fanwood Borough Council.
Mr. Arena previously ran for freeholder in 2004 and
has served on the board of directors of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (DWC). Mr. Parenti is
well known as the borough’s former police chief and
director of the Union County police academy in
Scotch Plains.

Mountainside sees a new council member, Jeff
Wass. He will be working with a veteran council led
by Mayor Robert Viglianti, entering his sixth, four-
year term, and Keith Turner, entering his 18th year
on the council. Glenn Mortimer, sworn into a fourth
term, is entering his 10th year on the governing body.
Garwood has two new council members, Democrat
Stephen Napolitano and Republican Anthony Sytko.

Scotch Plains did not have an election in 2007 but
will have one this year. Martin Marks, entering his
ninth year as mayor, is running for Congress and,
thus, may not be running for reelection as mayor.

At the county level, Rayland Van Blake of Plainfield
was sworn in January 6 as the newest freeholder.
Angel Estrada will chair the board this year, with Al
Mirabella of Fanwood serving as vice chairman. Mr.
Mirabella will chair the board’s fiscal affairs com-
mittee, with Nancy Ward taking on the responsibility
of chairing the Open Space, Historical Preservation
and Recreation Trust Fund.

Other new area officials include Kathi Fiamingo,
the new elected mayor of Kenilworth, and Cranford’s

new appointed mayor, Robert Puhak.
At the state level, there are 16 new state senators

(the state has 40 senators), most of whom moved up
from the Assembly, and 24 new members of the 80-
member General Assembly. Hopefully, these new
fresh faces in Trenton will bring fiscal responsibility
to this state. At the leadership level, Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield) is the new Senate mi-
nority leader for the Republicans, while Senator
Nick Scutari (LD-22, Linden), a Democrat, has
taken over the chairmanship of the Senate State
Government Committee.

We encourage residents to communicate their
thoughts to their elected officials.

Our local officials will be faced with even more
tightening of the budget belts this year, given the
state’s fiscal problems and the new 4-percent cap on
property-tax increases (although, we understand there
are workarounds from this limit).

We encourage more dialogue between the county
and municipalities on how to merge operations to
reduce the burden on taxpayers. Mr. Estrada has said
the county will move ahead this year with its plans
for a new animal shelter in Springfield. This county-
wide initiative will save towns some money on
animal-control services.

While municipal officials have attended shared-
services workshops with the county, residents need
to be given the opportunity to share their recommen-
dations on reducing the cost of government. After
all, they are the ones paying the taxes.

Reducing the burden on taxpayers must be the
main concern addressed this year by our new and
returning elected officials.

Publisher’s Note
Victoria McCabe

Victoria McCabe, part of our newspa-
per staff for two years, has taken a com-
munications position at the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra at its Newark head-
quarters.

We have had the privilege of watching
Vicki grow from intern to full-time staffer.
We will all miss her, her wonderful work
and charm.

Her new position is a career dream,
which matches her terrific music talent
and inherent interest in the subject matter.
Good luck, Vicki.

She continues to reside in Westfield.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Dilaniation – A tearing in pieces
2. Hamadryas – Dog-faced ape
3. Hallux – The great toe
4. Thallassic – Of the sea or ocean

TRUTINATE
1. Interlaced or linked
2. To weigh or consider
3. To please, charm or delight
4. Repetitious

DEICTIC
1. Pointing out or proving directly
2. Showing patience; calmness
3. Established practice or custom
4. The state of being worldly; mundane

TRUCULENCE
1. Grief, sorrow
2. Deriding or ridiculing behavior
3. In a relaxed state; resting
4. Savageness of manner; fierceness

DEHORS
1. Abnormal fear of childbirth
2. A given site or location
3. In law, outside of or foreign to
4. Pertaining to the night

Resident Calls ‘Home School’ Plan
‘Subversive, Misguided, Possibly Illegal’

As school registration for our young is
soon upon us, I am writing you in the
hopes that the Westfield School District’s
likely transportation plan for the new
Lincoln Kindergarten School be exposed
and quickly rectified by our community.

Freely knowing and accepting that we
personally chose to live towards the outer
edge of the Wilson School’s boundaries
ourselves, we gladly moved to Westfield
for its’ quality schools and all else it has
to offer our entire family. The thought of
neighborhood elementary schools where
no K-5 child had to be bused seemed so
quaint and personal regardless of how
each family chose to tackle transportation
issues if they deemed walking inappro-
priate.

Yet, with the creation of the Lincoln
Kindergarten School, our school district
has chosen to forge a new, centralized
concept that takes children out of their
respective neighborhoods. As such, chil-
dren from the Wilson, Franklin and Wash-
ington areas can easily be close to three or
so miles away from Lincoln. Thus, many
children will be over the two-mile mark
requiring transportation as per our state’s
Department of Education laws (N.J.S.A.
18A:39-1.)

However, our school district’s response
is to realistically entertain the possibility
of fictitiously labeling each elementary
school a “home school,” thus requiring
parents to have their five-year-old chil-
dren first get to that elementary school, be
herded together like cattle, then shipped
off to Lincoln and vice versa. This is a
subversive, misguided, and possibly ille-
gal interpretation of the law as there is no
mention or allowance of “home schools”
in the legal text.

The board of education freely knows

that when parents are confronted with this
so-called option, most will just opt to
drive their children all the way to Lincoln
themselves as very few let five-year-olds
walk to any school these days. In turn, the
district will save some transportation
money. We, as justifiably concerned par-
ents, will lose out on one of the deserved
benefits of centralized schooling; safe
neighborhood stops for busing.

What’s next? Having middle-school
and high-school students utilize “home
schools” as well? If this plan is so legiti-
mate, why have we not already moved to
this system years ago for the sixth to 12th
grades?

Case law already supports the fact that
municipalities are responsible for safe
travel along public roadways or walk-
ways and that the failure to do so know-
ingly creates attractive hazards and liabil-
ity. One can argue that pooling massive
herds of rambunctious five-year-olds in
front of elementary schools as transfer
stations will create dangerous logistics
slaughterhouses on a daily basis. Addi-
tionally, bodily endangerment will come
in the form of increased, frenetic traffic
patterns around the elementary schools
and buses for both kindergarteners and
elementary children alike.

I urge all parents to call both the
Business and Transportation offices of
the Westfield Board of Education at
(908) 789-4401 to demand what our
children deserve and property taxes
warrant, multiple localized neighbor-
hood bus stops that safely transport our
children directly to and from kindergar-
ten.

Aaron Turnof
Westfield

See more letters
on page 18

Former Resident Asks Bramnick to Help
Make Westfield Safer for Pedestrians

It is shocking that another pedestrian
has been killed on Westfield streets. Per-
sonally, I fear for the safety of my elderly
relative who is a resident and frequent
walker in downtown Westfield. Why
aren’t the untold local traffic accidents
and violations reported prominently in
the newspaper to promote awareness?

The recent pedestrian death was buried
on page 10. Perhaps Assemblyman
Bramnick, personal-injury lawyer, could
use his connections to help change New
Jersey from having nearly twice the na-
tional average for pedestrian deaths, by
promoting the transparency of safety sta-
tistics. Battling for state money for
Westfield schools is admirable, but if our
children are not safe, the money is mean-
ingless.

Recalling that State Education Com-
missioner Lucille Davy is a former Wash-
ington School parent, town officials might
use this connection to talk to her about
money, safety and the future of our chil-
dren. May no more Westfielders have to
share the heartache of a traffic tragedy,

particularly an experience such as mine at
age 11 of taking the call from my dis-
traught aunt telling us that my young
cousin had been killed by a car while
playing with his friends on a Bronx street.

Phil Falcone
Long Branch

Editor’s note: Mr. Falcone is a science
teacher, former Westfield resident,
BRAKES member and co-creator of the
Westfield Municipal Bicycling Map.

On November 8, 2007, in hopes of
increasing awareness of the problem, we
wrote on the editorial page - ‘It’s Dark
Now, And Pedestrians Encounter In-
creased Danger.’

The tragedy on January 4 involved the
victim and driver — neither was from
Westfield. The report was placed on the
page with the Police Blotter, a widely
read page.

Westfield has become a regional cen-
ter, and a way must be found to better
reach those who live outside of the com-
munity.

DEM Chair Debunks
Mayor Marks’ Record
Two weeks ago, Mayor Martin Marks

of Scotch Plains said, “Government has
simply become too wasteful, too bloated
and too expensive.” For once I thought,
Mayor Marks now realizes the excesses
in spending and taxation that he has pre-
sided over for the last six years.

It is clear that under his leadership
during those years, Scotch Plains has
collected more than $2,500,000 from the
taxpayers’ pocket that has not been spent
but is still sitting in the town’s accounts.

Mr. Marks also said that he signed a
pledge that “shows [his] willingness to
return our government to its core values
of fiscal discipline and keeping govern-
ment spending in check.” Perhaps he has
decided to slow the rate of capital spend-
ing he has supported for the last year or so
and had promised to continue this year.

Perhaps he intends to suggest a person-
nel manager who might create a working
environment for our municipal employ-
ees that will result in less costly lawsuits
by present and former employees against
Scotch Plains.

Perhaps he will encourage proper main-
tenance of municipal infrastructure so
that buildings do not need to be replaced
as we are witnessing now.

Perhaps he will insist that projects like
the renovation of the outside of the mu-
nicipal building be completed properly
before embarking on new capital projects.

Mr. Marks finished by saying that “he
would make fiscal and tax policy a center-
piece of his campaign.” At this point, I
realized that he was not talking about Scotch
Plains but was making promises with re-
gard to the future in his bid for the nomina-
tion to run for Congress. Promises for the
future are always easy to make.

If people want to know what Mayor
Marks really does with regard to “fiscal
and tax policy,” all they need to do is
check his record in Scotch Plains, where
he increased taxes by 48 percent since he
was mayor and built the largest surplus in
the town’s history.

Richard Samuel, Chairman
Scotch Plains Democratic Committee

Resident Calls Councilman Glover the ‘Source’ of
‘One of the Ugliest Years’ in Scotch Plains Politics

If Scotch Plains Councilman Kevin
Glover’s assessment of his own perfor-
mance (January 10 letter to the editor, Coun-
cilman Glover Recaps 2007, Discusses 2008
Initiatives) in his first year on the township
council was not so sad, it would be laugh-
able. On his very first day on the township
council in 2007, Mr. Glover voted against
the very able and deserving assistant town-
ship attorney Lawrence Woodruff, instead
advocating the appointment of Democratic
campaign chairman and now-Democratic
party municipal chairman Dick Samuel.

Soon thereafter, Mr. Glover, grand-
standing, tried to block a parking ordi-
nance for the residential streets near the
high school and was caught taking hand
signals to defeat the ordinance from his
political boss, Mr. Samuel. Ultimately, it
was that ordinance, adopted by a bi-par-
tisan remainder of the township council
that led to an open dialogue between the
school district, the Borough of Fanwood,
and Scotch Plains Township. That dia-
logue then led to the creation of a new
student-permit-parking plan, which ap-
pears to be working nicely for the area.

When it came to the 2007 budget, Mr.

Glover’s self-assessment of his performance
is a tad skewed. He advocated for an overly
aggressive use of the town’s budget surplus
when his colleagues on the council and the
township’s financial professionals, includ-
ing municipal manager Tom Atkins, CFO
Lori Majeski and the township’s auditing
team, publicly warned that the Glover ap-
proach was reckless. As for his “hopes” for
the 2008 budget, Mr. Glover claims to have
seen financials indicating that there will be
no need for a municipal tax increase this
year. Just what financials has he seen?

Mayor Martin Marks stated at the 2008
reorganization meeting that Mr. Atkins
has yet to present the council with the
executive proposed budget that, if my un-
derstanding is correct, contains an over-
view of what the revenues of the town have
been this last year. Mayor Marks went on
to relate that construction-permit-fee rev-
enue was down quite a bit in 2007.

Please don’t tease us, Mr. Glover, with
promises of property-tax freezes if they
cannot be reasonably delivered. It’s easy
to advocate for a property-tax freeze
knowing that the remainder of the council
won’t join in your recklessness.

Later in the year, political boss Mr.
Samuel publicly ridiculed volunteers on
the recreation commission. He was ulti-
mately admonished at a well-attended
meeting by the council, recreation com-
missioners and the public. Mr. Glover
danced around holding Mr. Samuel ac-
countable for his outrageous behavior.
He attempted to change the subject and
stated that while our volunteers should
not be ridiculed, our township employees
could be subject to public critique.

Finally, before a packed house at the
high school, Mr. Glover abstained from
voting on the Southside Field-renova-
tion. Those appreciative of the town’s
efforts to provide adequate recreational
facilities will not forget his abstention.

To his credit, Mr. Glover’s disposition
at the 2008 reorganization meeting was a
breath of fresh air. Looking back to 2007,
however, it was one of the more ugly
years in township politics.

I hope the public sees through these
political tactics. What we want is a bipar-
tisan council and a better Scotch Plains.

Mary DePaola
Scotch Plains

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help
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Candidate for Congress, 7th District

Hatfield Pledges ‘to Never
Vote for Tax Increases’

Candidate for Congress, 7th District

Kate Whitman Vows
‘To Put Taxpayers First’

SIGN ME UP…In South Carolina, Presidential candidate Fred Thompson, far
right, begrudgingly signs the Yankee shirt of Vince Lehotsky, former Union
County political activist. Mr. Lehotsky, formerly of Rahway, now resides in the
Palmetto State.

SUMMIT — P. Kelly Hatfield of Sum-
mit, candidate for Congress in the 7th Dis-
trict, said Governor Jon Corzine’s “Tough
Love” plan for New Jersey is just another
way to disguise the Democrats’ addiction to
overspending in the Garden State.

Rather than confront the real issue,
New Jersey’s ever-increasing debt
brought on by out-of-control spending,
the governor is, once again, looking to the
taxpayers’ pockets as a solution.

“Raising tolls on the Parkway, Turn-
pike and Expressway, as well as adding
new ones, is just another way of increas-
ing taxes on those who can least afford it,”
Ms. Hatfield said.

“Just who is going to be paying this
new road tax? — the Governor’s plan is
especially unfair to the residents I seek to

represent as two of the roads in question
traverse the 7th District,” she added.

She deemed Corzine’s plan – calling for
a 50-percent toll hike starting in 2010, fol-
lowed by 50-percent toll hikes every four
years, mixed with annual cost-of-living in-
creases – “outrageous to say the least.”

She added, “Perhaps someone in the
administration will be getting these kinds
of salary increases, but the average tax-
payer will not. I speculate that the increase
in tolls could be passed on to consumers in
the costs of goods and services by those
businesses who utilize the toll roads.

“I pledge to never vote for tax increases
and to be a fierce tax fighter in Washing-
ton on behalf of all New Jersey residents
who are already bearing the burden of
paying the highest taxes in the nation.”

AREA — Kicking off her bid for Con-
gress in New Jersey’s 7th Congressional
District, candidate Kate Whitman an-
nounced that she has signed the Taxpayer
Protection Pledge and promised to put
taxpayers first as their next member of
Congress.

Explaining that the need to protect tax-
payers has reached an urgent level, Ms.
Whitman said, “It is unacceptable that
New Jersey’s taxpayers rank second in
federal taxes paid to Washington, yet rank
dead last, 50th, in federal spending re-
ceived back per dollar of taxes paid.”
(source: Tax Foundation October 19, 2007).

“I will use my small-business successes
and experiences working on the national
level to go to Washington and make the
tough decisions that career politicians

obviously aren’t willing to make,” she
added. “We must cut wasteful spending,
streamline the bloated bureaucracy and
make Republican tax cuts permanent.
Washington’s reckless spending and out-
rageous taxes are bankrupting our future.
We cannot promote career politicians who
are bankrupting New Jersey to do more of
the same in Congress.”

Ms. Whitman said she was “proud to
be a fiscal conservative and proud to sign
the Taxpayer Protection Pledge. I am
confident I will serve the taxpayers of
New Jersey’s 7th Congressional District
well as their next member of Congress by
putting them first and protecting them
and their hard-earned money.”

For more information, see
kateforcongress.com.

Westfield Announces 2008 Appointments
During Its Re-organization Meeting

Acting and Alternate Acting
Mayor

Acting Mayor, Mark Ciarrocca; Al-
ternate Acting Mayor, JoAnn Neylan

Council Appointments
Planning Board

Liaison James Foerst December 31,
2008; Board of Adjustment; Ken
Soriero (to fill unexpired term) De-
cember 31, 2009; Robert Burslem
December 31, 2011; Chris Masciale
December 31, 2011; Bill West (to fill
unexpired term) December 31, 2008;
Anthony Cerami, Alt#1(to fill unex-
pired term)December 31, 2008;
Nancy Reynolds, Alt#2(to fill unex-
pired term) December 31, 2008

Special Improvement District
David Martone - Merchant Decem-
ber 31, 2010; Lee Hale- Resident
December 31, 2010; Andy
Wasserman-Mayor’s Designee De-
cember 31, 2008; Frank Arena Coun-
cil Liaison December 31, 2008; James
Gildea ex-officio December 31, 2008

Employee Appointments
Town Attorney Robert W. Cockren
December 31, 2008; Municipal Pros-
ecutor Christine Nugent December
31, 2008; Public Defender Michael
Panagos December 31, 2008

Official Newspapers
The Westfield Leader December 31,
2008; The Record Press December
31, 2008; The Star-Ledger Decem-
ber 31, 2008

Board Appointments
Board of Health

Jose Davila December 31, 2011; Tho-
mas O’Neill December 31, 2011;
Ronen Gold- Alt. #1 December 31,
2009; Carl Mazzara- Alt. #2 Decem-
ber 31, 2009; Council Liaison-Frank
Arena Decenber 31, 2008

Recreation Commission
William Palatucci - Chair December
31, 2008; Jonathan W. Jones Decem-
ber 31, 2010; Eric Leuthold Decem-
ber 31, 2010; Gary Fox December
31, 2010; Bill Kelly- Alt #1 Decem-
ber 31, 2010; Stacey Ukrainskyj-Alt
#2 December 31, 2010; Council Liai-
son- Mark Ciarrocca December 31,
2008
Historic Preservation Commission
Robert Newell, Class A December
31, 2011; Joe Farella, Class A De-
cember 31, 2011; Joseph Biren, Class
B December 31, 2011; Sean Crane,
Class C(to fill unexpired term) De-
cember 31, 2010; Amy Ricca, Class
C (to fill unexpired term) December
31, 2010; Pat Valderman, Alt. #2
December 31, 2009 Council Liaison-
Vicki Kimmins December 31, 2008

Board of Architectural Review
Thomas DiGiorgio December 31,
2009; Carol Hewitt December 31,
2010

Town Historian
Robert Newell December 31, 2009

Tree Preservation Commission
William Reinhardt December 31,
2008; Mike Schuman December 31,
2010

Council Liaison-David Haas Decem-
ber 31, 2008

Memorial Library Board of
Trustees

John Ryan December 31, 2012; Pam
Wiaczek December 31, 2012
Doug Stokes (to fill unexpired term)
December 31, 2010; Mayor’s Desig-
nee Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan
December 31, 2008

Local Assistance Board
Beth Ripperger December 31, 2011;
Kathy Monteiro December 31, 2011
Communications Advisory Board
Ed Savickas (to fill unexpired term)
December 31, 2008; Dierdra
Malacrea December 31, 2010; Ed
Stellingwerf December 31, 2010; Joan
McKay (to fill unexpired term) De-
cember 31, 2009; Council Liaison
Vicki Kimmins December 31, 2008

Housing Commission
Larry McDermott, ex-officio Decem-
ber 31, 2008; Kris McAloon, ex-offi-
cio December 31, 2008; Joseph
Farella December 31, 2008; Catherine
Clifford December 31, 2008; Ronald
Bansky December 31, 2008

Planning Board
Frank Smith December 31, 2011;
Gretchen Ohlig, Alt#1 (to fill unex-
pired term) December 31, 2008; An-
thony Attanasio, Alt#2 December 31,
2009; Mayor’s Designee-Darielle
Walsh December 31, 2008; Kenneth
B. Marsh, Class II December 31, 2008

Community Development
Revenue Sharing Committee

Larry McDermott Delegate Decem-
ber 31, 2008; Kris McAloon-Alter-
nate December 31, 2008

Solid Waste Advisory Board
Jim Aiello December 31, 2008

Union County Transportation
Advisory Board
John Morgan - Delegate December
31, 2008; George Lanzano, Alternate
December 31, 2008

Cultural & Heritage Program
Advisory

Eugenia Cline - Delegate December
31, 2008; Ann Chen - Alternate De-
cember 31, 2008

Air Traffic Advisory Board
Jerome Feder - Delegate December
31, 2008; Rosemary Millet - Alter-
nate December 31, 2008

Insurance Advisory Board
Ronald Bansky December 31, 2010;
Joseph Dazzo December 31, 2010

Chamber of Commerce
Liaison – JoAnn Neylan
Union County League of Munici-

palities
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky

Board of Education
Liaison-Mark Ciarrocca

2nd Senior Citizens Housing
Corporation

Liaison- Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
Municipal Alliance/PANDA

Liaison-JoAnn Neylan
Finance Policy Committee

Sal Caruana, Chair; David Haas, Vice-
Chair
JoAnn Neylan; Mark Ciarrocca
Public Safety, Transportation, &

Parking Committee
Mark Ciarrocca, Chair; Vicki
Kimmins, Vice Chair
Thomas Bigosinski; Frank Arena

Public Works Committee
JoAnn Neylan, Chair; Thomas
Bigosinski, Vice Chair
James Foerst; David Haas

Code Review & Town Property
Committee

James Foerst, Chair; Frank Arena,
Vice Chair
Sal Caruana; Vicki Kimmins

It was a race to the microphone to make
a statement at the Governor’s first town
meeting on selling the turnpike in
Livingston last Saturday. I asked the fol-
lowing.

In the past five days, an outgoing lame-
duck legislature adopted an extensive re-
arrangement of state aid for schools, giv-
ing my community and many others a
pittance, while giving other, apparently
similar, municipalities significant in-
creases — using a formula many, includ-
ing legislators, say they cannot under-
stand.

Tuesday, you told the new Legislature
about your litany of past financial short-
comings.

I have three big problems with your toll
program.

First, if things are as bad as you picture,
the toll increases should start tomorrow,
now, not two years from now, after a
Gubernatorial and Legislative Election in
the fall of 2009.

A lot of New Jersey retirees in Florida
are living well because they never were
taxed during their lifetimes here for cur-
rent expenses, such as pensions, health
care, schools and highways. The people
in this room, plus my children and grand-
children, are going to pay for that failure.

Second, your program for solving the
financial morass is based solely on rais-
ing tolls — getting someone to lay out
billions now for the right to collect tolls in
the future. I have no problem with raising
tolls; it should have been done decades
ago on the Parkway.

Today the original 25-cents toll is only
35 cents, the best bargain since Manhat-
tan Island. Other transportation user-re-
lated fees should be raised as well so that
the toll increases in future years and de-
cades are not so steep — particularly our
lowest-in-the-nation gasoline tax should
be raised.

The proceeds of the toll and gasoline
tax should be used solely for roads and the
transportation trust fund, including bus
and rail travel, and paying off indebted-
ness related to transportation.

Third, I am opposed to creating this
new entity for several reasons. I was a
commissioner of an independent author-
ity that floated bonds in Union County
and was appalled at the overhead costs
that go with all public financing — law-
yers, advisers, counsel and so on. In addi-
tion, the costs of calling in existing Turn-
pike, Parkway and Expressway bonds
will be in the millions.

Leave the present 60-year-old Turn-
pike Authority. Do not create a new cor-
poration with heavy, added costs — espe-
cially when it is to borrow money to pay
off monies borrowed in the past. We have

Community Commentary

by Garland C. "Bud" Boothe, Jr.
Former Westfield Mayor, 1992-1996

Maybe Pigs Can Fly
Over the Statehouse

done this too many times. This is how we
got into this mess.

It will end up a public liability. De-
bacles in the State of Washington, West
Virginia Turnpike and Chicago Express-
way demonstrate that government simply
cannot let institutions it creates flounder
financially.

Your address never mentioned prop-
erty taxes or property-tax relief — for
good reason. The state does not levy a
property tax. This is strictly local and is
misnamed; it is the “tax on land and
homes.”

Taxing land made sense in medieval
and colonial times, when land was the
most important asset around. Today, the
wealth of many people, including many
in my community, is not in land. The real
wealth is in financial instruments —
stocks, bonds and funds. Why do we tax
a modest Cape Cod house and not a stock
portfolio? A tax on such assets would be
efficient, workable and, maybe, fairer.

With this new taxing system, we could
pay off the debt, fund shortfalls and pay a
substantial portion of the school costs.

Governor, your new friend, former
Congressman Bob Franks, may remem-
ber he championed a concept a decade
ago called “State Mandate, State Pay.”

The Homestead Rebate Program should
be abolished. The administration makes
this an expensive way of returning rela-
tively small amounts of money to mil-
lions of people. No governor or legisla-
ture has ever had the guts to repeal this. I
hope you do.

You wanted ideas. These will not be
popular, but maybe pigs can fly over the
statehouse. Thank you.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OFF AND RUNNING...Kelly Hatfield of Summit, GOP candidate for the 7th
Congressional seat, second from left, talks with Westfield Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan, left, and former Mayor Ron Frigerio during the Westfield reorganization
meeting January 8. Ms. Hatfield’s campaign release appears below.
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‘Laughing Yoga’ Event
On Tap at Library

FANWOOD – A program on
“Laughing Yoga” will be held  begin-
ning at 7:15 p.m. on Tuesday, January
22, at the Fanwood Memorial Library.
Laughing Yoga is described as a way
to improve health, increase wellbeing
and promote peace in the world through
personal transformation.

Jennifer Tantalla, a holistic health
counselor in the New York metropoli-
tan area, will be the instructor. The
library is located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road. For more information,
call the library at (908) 322-6400.

Library Events Continue
Salute to French Culture

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will continue
its celebration of French culture
throughout the month of January with
various events for adults and chil-
dren.

The library’s “Thursdays in France”
evening series will continue January
24 with author Caroline Weber at
7:30 p.m. Ms. Weber will speak about
her book “Queen of Fashion: What
Marie Antoinette Wore to the Revo-
lution,” answer questions and sign
books. Her book was chosen as a New
York Times Book Review Editor’s

Choice and a Washington Post best
book of 2006.

On Thursday, January 31, Profes-
sor Virginia Fabbri Butera of the Col-
lege of Saint Elizabeth will lecture on
the changing roles and images of
women in modern French painting,
1863 to 1939. Her talk will offer a
fresh perspective on some familiar
artists.

On Saturday, January 26, children
in grades 2 through 4, with accompa-
nying adults, are invited to celebrate
Mardi Gras at the library from 10 to
11:30 a.m. with district French teacher
Michelle Emanuel. During this inter-
active program, participants will learn
some French words, sing in French,
make their own Mardi Gras masks
and sample French snacks.

The library’s animated film series
will continue on Sundays at 1 p.m.
with The Triplets of Belleville on Janu-
ary 20 and Ratatouille on January 27.
A responsible adult must accompany
children in eighth grade and under.
Ratatouille is rated G. The Triplets of
Belleville is rated PG-13.

The library’s second film series,
“The Streets of Paris: Life, Love and
Longing in the City of Lights,” also
will continue Tuesdays at noon with
Monsieur Ibrahim on January 22 and
Paris Je T’aime on January 29.

Admission to all events is free, but
pre-registration is required, as space
is limited. To register, call the library
at (908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or e-mail library@scotlib.org.

The programs will be held in the
library’s Community Room at 1927
Bartle Avenue. For more details or
directions, call (908) 322-5007.

Matthew T. Aslanian and Ms. Krista R. Jarmas

Ms. Krista Jarmas to Wed
Matthew Aslanian, Esq.

Ms. Rasa Jarmas of Springfield,
N.J. and Ned Jarmas of Chicago, Ill.
have announced the engagement of
their daughter, Ms. Krista R. Jarmas,
to Matthew T. Aslanian. He is the son
of Ms. Barbara Callahan and John
Aslanian of Westfield.

A 1999 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride-to-be received her
Bachelor of Arts degree in English
with high honors from Boston College
in Chestnut Hill, Mass. and her Master
of Arts degree in English Education
from Boston University in Boston.

She currently is an English teacher at
Summit High School in Summit.

Her fiancé, also a Westfield High
School graduate, received his Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Political Sci-
ence from Rutgers University in New
Brunswick. He was awarded his Juris
Doctor from Fordham University
School of Law in Manhattan.

The couple will be married in Key
West, Fla. in April 2009.

Library Offers Nights
For Mid-Term Study
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Memorial Library invites high school
students in grades 9 to 12 to study for
mid-term examinations on January
22, 23, 24 and 28, from 7 to 10 p.m.
each night.

A designated study room and re-
freshments will be available, includ-
ing coffee donated by Starbucks. The
library is located at 550 East Broad
Street in Westfield. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 789-4090, visit
wmlnj.org or stop by the library for a
copy of its quarterly newsletter.

Panelists to Discuss
Mental Health Issues
AREA – The public is invited to a

free discussion presented by NAMI
(National Alliance on Mental Ill-
ness) of Union County on Tuesday,
January 22, beginning at 7:30 p.m.
It will take place at the Osceola Pres-
byterian Church, located at 1689
Raritan Road in Clark.

Panel member Joyce Benz, a Li-
censed Clinical Social Worker and di-
rector of the Intensive Family Support
Services of the Mental Health Asso-
ciation in New Jersey, will facilitate an
exploration of various topics affecting
persons with mental illness.

Fellow panelist Elaine Jeffers will
offer expertise from her years as a
psychiatric nurse. Two family mem-
bers, who complete the panel of four,
will share insights from their experi-
ences in dealing with the illnesses of
their loved ones.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to ask questions, join others who
have similar concerns and learn how
to cope with the mental illness of a
loved one. Audience participation is
encouraged but not required. Refresh-
ments will be served. For more de-
tails, or in the event of inclement
weather, call (908) 233-1628.

MR. AND MRS. ROBERT J. COOK, III
(She is the former Ms. Melissa Ann Francz)

Ms. Melissa Ann Francz
Marries Robert J. Cook, III
Ms. Melissa Ann Francz, the daugh-

ter of Mr. and Mrs. Louis J. Francz of
Westfield, was married on Saturday,
November 3, to Robert J. Cook, III.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert
J. Cook, Jr. of Westfield.

The Reverend Dr. Raymond Rob-
erts officiated the afternoon nuptials,
which took place at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield. A reception fol-
lowed at the Plainfield Country Club
in Plainfield.

Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore an ivory, silk satin gown
featuring an overlay of Irish Chantilly
lace and adorned with floral embroi-
dery and beading. The gown, designed
by Melissa Sweet for Priscilla of
Boston, was detailed with a sweet-
heart neckline and cathedral-length
train and veil.

The bride’s bouquet consisted of
ivory roses, green cymbidium orchids
and merlot hypercium berries. Kurt
Christoffer and staff of Christoffers
Flowers in Mountainside designed all
floral arrangements for the nuptials.

The cocktail hour featured made-
to-order sushi provided by Nagoya of
Westfield, and a wine-tasting station
featuring premium wines. The 11-
member Heartbeat Orchestra of New
York provided the music. At the close
of the reception, the guests sent off
the bride and bridegroom with a spar-
kler salute.

Ms. Amanda Galante of Parlin, a
friend of the bride, was the maid of
honor. The bride’s other attendants
included Ms. Allison Cook of
Hoboken, formerly of Westfield, sis-
ter of the bridegroom; Mrs. Alison
Francz of Bridgewater, the bride’s sis-
ter-in-law; Mrs. Allison Quay of
Nutley, formerly of Westfield, Ms.
Alana Palumbo of Westfield and Ms.
Suzanne Vinegra of Hoboken, formerly
of Westfield, all friends of the bride.

Timothy Cook of Basking Ridge,
formerly of Westfield, was the best
man for his brother. The groomsmen
included Brian Francz of Bridgewater,
formerly of Westfield, brother of the
bride; Matthew Cook of Mountainside,

cousin of the bridegroom; Dr. Michael
James Cunningham of Westfield, An-
thony Martinez of Lyndhurst and David
Hauswirth of Branford, Conn., all
friends of the bridegroom.

Ms. Kaitlyn Dowling of Toms
River, cousin of the bride, and Mrs.
Sarabeth Smith of New York City,
cousin of the bridegroom, did scrip-
ture readings.

A 1998 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in English from Provi-
dence College in Rhode Island and
will receive her Master of Arts de-
gree in Special Education from Kean
University in the spring. She is em-
ployed as a special education teacher
in Newark.

A 1994 graduate of Morristown
Beard High School, the bridegroom
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Human Development from Mitchell
College in New London, Conn. He is
employed at Ciber Inc. in Edison as a
computer engineer.

A bridal shower took place in Sep-
tember at the Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield.

The parents of the bridegroom hosted
the rehearsal dinner the evening before
the wedding at Novita Ristorante (now
Ferraro’s South) in Westfield.

Following a wedding trip to the
British West Indies island of Anguilla,
the couple resides in Westfield.

Scotch Plains Resident
To Teach Origami

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Histori-
cal Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will learn about origami,
the Japanese art of paper folding, at
its monthly meeting on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 22, beginning at 8 p.m.

Shui Chan of Scotch Plains will
demonstrate and teach this art form,
which originated in China and spread
to Japan during the sixth century. The
meeting, free and open to all, will be
held at the Scotch Hills Country Club
at Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains.

Materials will be provided for ev-
eryone to do a simple origami. Re-
freshments and fellowship will fol-
low. For more details, call Richard
Bousquet, president, at (908) 232-
1199.

WINTER CLEARANCE

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community
involvement and family education.

The Chelsea at Fanwood Proudly Presents

How To Cut Clutter and Store The Stuff
ORGANIZATION WORKSHOP

Open to the public – Please join us for this FREE event – Everyone is welcome!
w w w . c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

Feeling overwhelmed by clutter? Paper pile growing? Can’t get in your garage? You are
not alone! Jamie Novak, Professional Organizer, is back by popular demand. Her humor-
ous and helpful workshop offers quick and easy solutions to getting organized in the New
Year. Join The Chelsea at Fanwood for this informative evening complete with book
signing. Refreshments will be served.

WHEN: Wednesday, January 23, 2008
TIME: 7:30 pm
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

RSVP: 908-654-5200 by Jan. 21, 2008

Celebrate Life Concert
To be Held at Church
AREA – The Church of Saint Theresa

in Kenilworth will present Catholic
musician Tony Melendez and his Toe
Jam Band in a “Celebrate Life” concert
Wednesday, January 23, at 7:30 p.m.

Born without arms, Mr. Melendez
learned to play the guitar with his
toes. He has performed for the pope,
presidents and thousands worldwide.

The church is located at 541 Wash-
ington Avenue. Tickets are $10 and
$25. All seats are reserved and ample
parking is available. For more ticket
information, call (908) 709-1930.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Join

The C
oupon Club

windmillh
otdogs.c

om

Winter

Wednesdays

1/2 PRICE

HOT DOGS 

EVERY WEDNESDAY!
WindMill of Westfield

256 E Broad Street (next to Rialto Theatre)
Parking Available in Rear

available at the Westfield location for a limited time only
not to be combined with any other offers or coupons

www.windmillhotdogs.com 

• Ages 4 – 6

Is Your Kindergarten or first grade child
lagging behind in reading?

Boost skills through FUN, small group reading
classes by the reading experts

Phonics–Word Recognition–Writing
Vocabulary–Comprehension

Initial screening and eight classes-$320
Begins January 24th

Call Now! to set your child on the road to reading success!

Fancine M. Matthews, Ph.D. & Assoc.
143 Elmer Street, Westfield

(908) 232-8920

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

Reading is Good for You

goleader.com/subscribe
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Westfield Foundation Posts
Annual Campaign Kickoff

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Foundation has announced its annual
campaign for the new year. A com-
munity foundation, its mission is pro-
moting the betterment of Westfield
and surrounding communities by con-
tributing to worthwhile causes.

The board of trustees identifies
and supports a diverse corps of area
organizations that uniformly com-
mit to preserving and protecting what
makes the Westfield community
unique. This marks the foundation’s
33rd year of giving back to the com-
munity.

In 2007, foundation trustees
awarded more than $250,000 in
grants to over 40 programs and
projects benefiting all segments of
the community. Among the recipi-
ents were the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra, the Occupational Center
of Union County, Sage Eldercare,
Arts Power, Habitat for Humanity
and Jewish Family Services.

Another 2007 grant recipient
helped by the foundation is the Cen-
ter for Hope Hospice. The center  has
opened a new facility at 1900 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains with 30 rooms
for hospice patients, plus a beauty
salon facility, sunroom and library
for patients’ use. The foundation gave
the center a grant that was directed
toward purchasing furniture for this
new facility.

All gifts to the foundation are tax-

deductible. These donations are pro-
fessionally invested and the income
granted to carefully screened appli-
cants within Westfield and surround-
ing communities, according to the
foundation. Anyone interested in
making a donation to the foundation
or who has further questions may
contact the foundation directly by e-
mail at foundation@westfieldnj.com
or by calling (908) 233-9787.

GRANT HELPS HOSPICE…Robert
Coloney of the Center for Hope Hospice
in Scotch Plains welcomes Westfield
Foundation board member Miriam
Span, left, and foundation President
Barbara Frantz to  the new facility that
opened last week. A grant from the
foundation was used to purchase furni-
ture for this new facility.

CONTACT Volunteer Finds
Reward in Assisting Callers
SCOTCH PLAINS – The threads

that are woven throughout his life,
those elements that one could say
define him, have been consistent and
interconnected: family, creativity and
helping others.

For Barry Klassel of
Scotch Plains, it’s the
human connections that
give his life meaning.
That’s why the Human-
ist Celebrant who per-
forms weddings, funer-
als, memorials and baby
namings has devoted
himself for nearly six
years to helping callers
in need one-on-one as a
CONTACT We Care
crisis hotline volunteer.

“It was not long after
September 11th that I
made a list of my per-
sonal goals and decided
to sign up to become a
CONTACT We Care volunteer,” said
Mr. Klassel, 60. “It’s important work
and I get tremendous satisfaction do-
ing something for others. As a hotline
volunteer, I’m able to use all the skills
and life experience I have.”

Trained as an actor and director
and having earned a Master of Arts
degree in Theatre, Mr. Klassel has
performed with various off-Broad-
way touring companies and regional
and summer theater productions. All
the while, he continued to tap into his
psychology background by working
for social service and educational
programs such as Child Assault Pre-
vention and United Cerebral Palsy.

Married for 39 years to high school
sweetheart Dara, who works as an
attorney, Mr. Klassel worked part-
time for years while he stayed home
to raise his daughters, Naomi and
Susanna. An avid writer, he even had
one of his essays published in the
magazine Full Time Dad.

“All along, I was volunteering for the
PTA and coordinating the cultural arts
program at school,” Mr. Klassel said. “I
guess I discovered years ago that vol-
unteering is important and rewarding.”

As a CONTACT volunteer, he
works two four-hour shifts each
month, taking calls from people who
are lonely, depressed, stressed or in
crisis. “I know that any little step that
shows some progress is important,”
he said. “Despite the fact that some
callers are stuck and may not move
forward, for that minute, for that call,
something positive comes of it. I feel
good that I am able to help.”

With more than 3 percent of calls to
the hotline dealing with suicide, Mr.
Klassel makes a point of bringing his
training booklet with him to every
shift.

“The CONTACT volunteer train-
ing program was very good. I also
discovered that certain techniques I
learned in my acting training, such as
breathing, centering yourself, listen-
ing closely and role-playing dovetail
so well and are also effective on the

phone line,” he added.
“It’s so important for callers to

know someone is interested and hears
them,” said Mr. Klassel. “This per-
son-centered focus ties in so well

with my work as a
Humanist Celebrant
officiating at major cel-
ebrations. It’s all about
listening to someone
and respecting their
wishes.”

According to Mr.
Klassel, it is the one-
on-one human connec-
tion that is especially
rewarding to him. “It’s
an intense interaction,
but also one that is lim-
ited by the length of
the phone call. I like
that aspect of the vol-
unteer work at CON-
TACT.”

For more informa-
tion on volunteering for CONTACT
We Care, or to register for the training
class beginning Monday, February 25,
call (908) 301-1820.

EMPATHY…CONTACT
We Care volunteer Barry
Klassel of Scotch Plains of-
fers the gift of listening to a
caller in need.

Library and Hospital Plan
Literature-Medicine Talks

WESTFIELD – A series of dis-
cussions entitled “Literature and
Medicine: A Community Dialogue,”
which is open to the public, will be
held at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary beginning this month.

Atlantic Health’s Overlook Hos-
pital Palliative Care Program has
received a grant from the Blanche
and Irving Laurie Foundation of
Roseland for the new six-session
winter seminar series.

The fundamental goal of the pro-
gram is to create a community of
readers and thinkers who will pon-
der stories that illuminate the chal-
lenges people face as individuals
and families when illness enters
their lives.

A nominal fee of $35 will be
charged for this “book club” to cover
books and a light dinner. Sessions
will be held the fourth Wednesday of
each month from 6:45 to 8:45 p.m.
Session dates are January 23, Febru-
ary 27, March 26, April 23, May 28
and June 25.

Selections will be made from con-
temporary bestsellers like Art
Buchwald’s “Too Soon to Say
Goodbye,” William Carlos Williams’
“The Doctor Stories,” Lisa Belkin’s
“First Do No Harm” and Simone De
Beauvoir’s “A Very Easy Death,” as
well as classics such as Leo Tolstoy’s
“The Death of Ivan Illyich.”

Fiction, memoir, short story, po-
etry, essay, plays and film will be
among the genres selected. The
Westfield Memorial Library will
sponsor this program in conjunction
with Overlook Hospital.

For more information about “Lit-
erature and Medicine: A Commu-
nity Dialogue,” call Nancy Gross at
(908) 522-2894. To register for the
program, call (800) 247-9580.

The Westfield Memorial Library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.
For more information, call (908) 789-
4090, visit the library’s website at
wmlnj.org or stop by the library for
a copy of its quarterly newsletter.

KEEPING HER MEMORY ALIVE…The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
dedicated its new ambulance December 9 in memory of dispatcher Evelyn Pierce.
The ambulance was purchased with the help of a grant from the Westfield
Foundation. Pictured, from left to right, are: Betsy Chance, executive director of the
Westfield Foundation; Reid Edles, president of the rescue squad; Jonathan Pierce,
Sr., son of Evelyn Pierce, and Dr. Joseph DeMaio, a Westfield Foundation trustee.

Tickets Are Available
For ‘Mom’s the Word’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will present “Mom’s the
Word,” a humorous look at mother-
hood, on Thursday, January 24. All
are invited to attend.

A wine and cheese reception will
kick off the evening at 7 p.m. The
performance will follow at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $7 in advance and $10 at
the door. They can be purchased at
the JCC or online at jccnj.org.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. Seating is limited and
advance ticket purchase is strongly
recommended.

For more information, contact
Robin Brous at rbrous@jccnj.org or
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 204.
This arts program is made possible
in part by a 2007 HEART (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thou-
sands) Grant from the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

SUPER BOWL
SPECIAL

homade turkey chili

sirloin chili

sausage and peppers

baked ziti

stuffed cabbage

. . . and much more

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Visit us during Catholic Schools Week! 
A Special Open House Event

Tuesday, January 29 from 9-11:30 a.m.

Presentations • Classroom Observation •Music • Tours • and more!   
Call 908-322-4265 to reserve your space. 

ST.BARTHOLOMEW
ACADEMY
STRIVE • BUILD  • ACHIEVE

Pre-K through Grade 8  

2032 Westfield Avenue • Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 •www.stbacademy.org

The JCC of Central NJ presents ... 

     7:00 P.M. Wine & Cheese Reception 

     8:00 P.M. Performance  
 

Tickets:  $7 in advance, $10 at the door 
 

Tickets are available at www.jccnj.org or at the JCC.  

 
This arts program is made possible in part by a 2007 HEART (Arts Reaching Thousands)  

Grant from the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders. 

The funniest, most thought-provoking show about motherhood around! 

A Fun and Funny Mom’s Night Out! 
Thursday, January 24  

Wilf Jewish Community Campus 
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ  07076 
908-889-8800 • www.jccnj.org 

Great New Store Special
Fantastic Savings

No One Makes Children’s Furniture Better Than Bellini

Area Club Provides
Outdoor Excursions

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club regularly offers hiking
and bicycling activities in central and
northern New Jersey. Membership
dues are $10 per year. Guests are
invited to try out. For a complimen-
tary schedule, call (908) 527-4900.

Lambertis Welcome
Daughter, Elyse

Maureen and Joseph Lamberti of
Scotch Plains have announced the birth
of their daughter, Elyse Marie Lamberti,
on Monday, November 12, at 11:56
p.m. at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Elyse weighed 8 pounds and 5
ounces and measured 20½ inches in
length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Darlene and Les Cadigan of Long
Branch.

Her paternal grandparents are
Wendy Lamberti of Yaphank, N.Y.
and Joseph Lamberti, Sr. of East
Setauket, N.Y.

Elyse’s maternal great-grandpar-
ents are Madeline and John Jacob of
Naples, Fla.

Her paternal great-grandmother is
Antoinette Lamberti of Saint James,
N.Y.

Elyse’s godparents are Timothy and
Jill Cadigan of Hazlet and Alissa
Lamberti of Saint James, N.Y.

Library Plans Evenings
Featuring Animation
FANWOOD – Two animated film

programs will be presented at the
Fanwood Memorial Library, located
at North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

On Wednesday, January 23, at 7:30
p.m., the animated film Shrek, a PG-
rated parody of familiar fairy tales
will be shown.

“The History of Animation” will
follow on Wednesday, January 30, at
7:30 p.m. Local film/video archivist
Russell Scholl will present a histori-
cal survey of animated shorts up to
the status of present time.

For more information and to regis-
ter, call the library at (908) 322-6400.
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– Obituaries –

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

Craig Allen, Sr., 71, Was Police Officer;
Enjoyed Working With Young People

Craig J. Allen, Sr., 71, of Westfield,
a retired Westfield police officer, died
on Friday, January 4, at his home.

Mr. Allen was educated in the
Passaic school system, where he was
active in multiple sports and had
been named to various city, county
and state All-Star teams. He enlisted
in the United States Marine Corps
after high school, where he became
an airplane mechanic.

He had been a Westfield police
officer prior to his retirement in 1991.

Mr. Allen enjoyed working with
the youth of Passaic and Westfield,
as well as playing golf with friends
and using his creative building skills
on innovative gadgets.

He was predeceased by his par-
ents, Tosca and Florence Allen.

Surviving are his wife, Juanita
Allen; two sons, Craig J. Allen, Jr.
and Walter Theodore Allen of
Westfield; four brothers, Tosca Allen,
Jr., Lester Allen, Stephen Allen and
Bart Allen; three sisters, Shirley
Newton, Rosemary Gibson and
Elaine Carter, and many in-laws,
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were held on Fri-
day, January 11, at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield.

Those wishing to sign Mr. Allen’s
guestbook are asked to visit
www.plintoncurry.com.

January 17, 2008

Mary Strohm, 70, Served as Volunteer
For Hospital and Holocaust Center

Mary Friel Strohm, 70, of Little
Silver, formerly of Westfield, passed
away peacefully on Saturday, Janu-
ary 12.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she had
lived in Westfield from 1939 to
1986, when she moved to Little
Silver. She attended Holy Trinity
School and graduated from
Benedictine Academy in Elizabeth.

Mrs. Strohm was a member of the
Jersey Shore Rosary Society and
volunteered at Riverview Medical
Center in Red Bank and with the
Center for Holocaust Studies at
Brookdale Community College in
Lincroft.

She was the loving daughter of
the late Charles and Rose Friel, de-
voted wife of the late Richard M.
Strohm and loving sister of Dor-
othy F. Cwieka and Charles M. Friel.

Mrs. Strohm also will be deeply
missed by her two nieces, Kathleen
Cwieka and Shannon Friel Dorigo;
her nephew, Matthew Cwieka, and
her two grandnieces, Luisa and
Giulia Dorigo.

A nephew, John Friel, prede-
ceased her.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered at 10 a.m. today, Thursday,
January 17, at the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield.
Burial will take place at Saint
Gertrude’s Cemetery in Colonia.

Arrangements are under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

Donations in her name may be
made to the Maryknoll Fathers and
Brothers, Maryknoll, N.Y. 10545.

January 17, 2008

Josephine Acque

Josephine Acque, 90, Was Secretary;
Enjoyed Classical Music and Singing
Josephine Priolo Acque, 90, died

on Monday, January 7, after a
lengthy illness.

Born in New York City, she was
the daughter of Alessio
and Lucia Priolo.
Josephine had lived most
of her life in Westfield,
N.J. and Naples, Fla. She
recently moved to
Pineville, N.C.

Josephine graduated
from Jefferson High
School in Elizabeth, N.J.
and attended secretarial
school there. She had been
a secretary with Prudential Insurance
in New York City, RCA and Union
County, N.J. government offices for
more than 20 years.

A member of St. William Catholic
Church in Naples, Fla. and the Our
Lady of Peace Catholic Church in
Normandy Beach, N.J., she was ac-
tive in music programs, singing in
choirs and ensembles. She had a

lifelong interest in classical music.
She was preceded in death by her

parents, her sister, Mildred Ferrara, and
her husband, Peter Acque.

Surviving are a daughter,
Marianne Scharrer of
Herndon, Va.; a son,
Dominic Acque of Charlotte,
N.C.; a granddaughter,
Pamela Kacher of Vienna,
Va.; a grandson, Christopher
Scharrer of Purcelville, Va.;
a niece, Rosara Passaro of
Drexel Hill, Pa., and four
great-grandchildren.

Memorial services were
held on Friday, January 11, at St. John
Newman Catholic Church in Reston,
Va. A family service and interment
took place in Neptune Township, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that memorials be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association, 225 N.
Michigan Avenue, Floor 17, Chicago,
Ill. 60601.

January 17, 2008

Education News

Wesley Hall Nursery School
1 East Broad St., Westfield

Morning & Afternoon Sessions for Ages 21/2 to 4+
Team Teaching by Experienced Teachers
Spacious Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas
Lunch & Enrichment Classes Available

Kindergarten Connection Program

We are entering our 56th year of providing
quality programming for young children!

(908) 233 - 9570
www.whnsnj.com

Call Mon. - Fri. Between
9 - 2 to Schedule a Tour

of  our Facility.

Open Registration is
February 4th & 5th, 2008.

NEW IN 2008 FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN!!

St. Paul’s Day School Posts
Open House For January 23
WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Day

School, located at 414 East Broad
Street in Westfield, will sponsor an
open house for its nursery school at
9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, January 23.

Parents will have an opportunity
to view the school, learn about pro-
grams, meet the director and see the
staff in action. There will be a pre-
sentation of kindergarten materials
and a video of a day in the life of St.
Paul’s Day School students.

St. Paul’s Day School offers a half-
day preschool program with the op-
portunity for enrichment classes and
a full-day kindergarten academic and
creative program.

The school offers well-equipped
classrooms and a low student-teacher

ratio. St. Paul’s reading program uses
a phonics-based program to teach
letter sounds and letter-combination
sounds. Mathematics teaching is
done through a manipulative, hands-
on approach to learning, and young-
sters are introduced to the Scientific
Method in a child-friendly manner.

Children are exposed to music,
art, computer, Spanish and move-
ment classes. They play in an out-
door playground, weather permit-
ting, and enjoy sand play and riding
toys, as well as using their imagina-
tions and motor skills in the castle
and slide area.

When weather is not permitting,
St. Paul’s offers a large indoor play
area with bikes, scooters and climb-
ing toys. Arts and crafts, such as
painting, pasting and coloring, also
are enjoyed each day.

Registration for new families for
kindergarten and preschool will be
held on Monday, February 4. Regis-
tration forms may be picked up at the
open houses.

OPEN-MINDED…St. Paul’s Day School in Westfield will host an open house on
Wednesday, January 23. Registration for new families for kindergarten and
preschool will be held on Monday, February 4.

Workshop to Provide
Tips on Cutting Clutter

FANWOOD – The Chelsea at
Fanwood, an assisted and independent
living community located at 295 South
Avenue, will host a free workshop on
cutting clutter and getting organized on
Wednesday, January 23, at 7:30 p.m.

Television personality and author
Jamie Novak, a professional organizer,
will offer tips on quick and easy solu-
tions to staying organized, clearing
out the garage and keeping track of
keys and glasses, among other topics.

Following the workshop, Ms.
Novak will sign copies of her best-
selling book, “1,000 Best Quick and
Easy Organizing Secrets,” which of-
fers more than 1,000 solutions for
clearing clutter in every area of life.
Those interested in attending the free
workshop are asked to respond by
Monday, January 21, to (908) 654-
5200.

La Leche to Kick Off
New Meetings Today
WESTFIELD – The La Leche

League of Westfield will begin a new
series of meetings today, Thursday,
January 17, at 10 a.m. in Westfield.

La Leche League is a non-profit
breastfeeding information and sup-
port group that meets monthly. New,
experienced and expectant mothers
and their children are invited to attend
to learn more about breastfeeding, have
their questions answered and meet
other breastfeeding mothers.

This month’s topic will be “The
Advantages of Breastfeeding to
Mother and Baby.” The discussion
will include why breast milk is the
superior infant food. For more infor-
mation and the meeting location, call
Mari at (908) 233-6513.

Red Cross to Offer
Babysitter Training

WESTFIELD – The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross will host three sepa-
rate Babysitter Training courses for
youth 11 to 15 years old.

Among the topics will be making
good decisions, supervising children
of different ages, keeping everyone
safe inside and outside, handling
emergencies, age appropriate activi-
ties, basic infant care (feeding, dia-
pering, burping) and some basic first
aid. Participants also will learn how
to handle breathing emergencies in-
volving a choking child or infant.

Classes will be held on Saturdays,
January 26, February 2 and February
23, from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. each day.
Participants only need to attend one of
these dates. All classes will be held at
the Westfield/Mountainside Chapter
House at 321 Elm Street in Westfield.

The course includes a handbook and
a small first aid kit. Pre-registration is
required and space is limited. To regis-
ter or for more details, call the chapter
at (908) 232-7090 or send an e-mail to
johnsonsafety@comcast.net.

Program Series to Address
College Application Process
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library will offer mul-
tiple programs on the college applica-
tion process for students and their par-
ents/guardians starting with a two-
part series on Monday, January 28,
and Tuesday, February 5, and continu-
ing through the spring.

On January 28, Lisa Bleich of Col-
lege-Bound and Success Coach Donna
Gerhauser will lead the first of a two-
part workshop from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
entitled “What to Expect When You
Are Applying.” It will provide a step-
by-step guide to the process, from
sophomore year to senior graduation.
The leaders also will discuss parent
and student expectations and roles and
how to avoid potential conflicts.

Part two of this workshop will be
held on February 5, also from 7 to 8:30
p.m. Entitled “Owning the Application
Process,” it will focus on finding the
college that is right for the individual.

Ms. Bleich and Ms. Gerhauser will
share tips for communicating with
prospective colleges, setting realistic
expectations and making the transi-
tion from high school to college. Addi-
tional college programs scheduled for
March and April will be announced on
the library’s website, scotlib.org.

Registration is required. To reserve
a spot, interested persons are asked to
call (908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or e-mail library@scotlib.org with their
name and telephone number.

The presentations will be held in the
library’s Community Room. All pro-
grams at the library are free and open
to everyone. The Scotch Plains Public
Library is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, one block from Park Avenue in
the center of town. For more informa-
tion or directions, call (908) 322-5007.

  
“We should not concentrate on dates. 
Rather we should focus on the dash. 

It’s how we lived our life that truly leaves 
a mark!” - Author Unknown 

 
Gray Funeral Home   Gray Memorial Funeral Home 
318 East Broad Street   12 Springfield Avenue 
Westfield, New Jersey  07090  Cranford, New Jersey  07016 
William A. Doyle Mgr.   Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.  
NJ License Number 2325   NJ License Number 3707 

www.grayfuneralhomes.com 

Charles J. Tombs 
NJ License Number 4006 

Director 

(908) 233 -0143      (908) 276 - 0092 

At Gray Funeral Homes, our goal is to

recognize and celebrate a life lived!

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

 K.P.

Maria Bellomo, 93, Had Artistic Talents;
Seamstress at Interior Decorator Firms

Maria Concetta Bellomo, 93, a 42-
year resident of Fanwood, died on
Thursday, January 10, at Runnells
Specialized Hospital of Union County
in Berkeley Heights.

Born in Falerna, Italy in 1934, Mary
was the beloved wife for 53 years of
the late Frank Bellomo. After marry-
ing, they ventured together to the
United States, settling in Newark.
They moved to Fanwood in 1965.

Having many artistic talents, Mary
worked most of her life as a special-
ized seamstress for various interior
decorator firms. After retiring, she
continued to work as a consultant
and taught in Staten Island, N.Y. the
art of custom-made window treat-
ments.

She is survived by her loving daugh-
ters, Aurora and Adriana; five grand-

children, Leonard, Delia and Frank
Matula and Larry and Eric Minutella;
her son-in-law, Salvatore; four great-
grandchildren; her beloved sister,
Yolanda Gaetano, and nephews Sandy
and Anthony.

Arrangements are by the Leonardis
Funeral Home of Florham Park. There
will be a private service for family
members today.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, Greater New Jersey Chapter,
400 Morris Avenue, Suite 251,
Denville, N.J. 07834.

January 17, 2008

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Choose

Visit UCC online at www.ucc.edu

� Choose from over 90 Programs of Study or English as a Second Language
� Spring ‘08 Semester begins January 24 (register until Jan. 30)
� Spring ‘08 Late Start classes begin February 7 (register until Feb. 13)
� Transfer as a junior to prestigious 4-year colleges or universities
� Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or weekends
� Learn from home with Online Courses or Telecourses 
� Only $87 per credit for Union County residents

FOR INFORMATION CALL 908-709-7518 OR

Honor Roll
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

First Marking Period

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Principal
David Heisey announced the school’s
first marking period honor roll.

HIGH HONOR ROLL
CLASS OF 2011

Brie Adamczyk, Kimberley Agbo, Micaela
Jo Bernardo, Elle Bernardo, Sam Bhakuni,
Jeffrey Brody, Erin Brown, Laura Bruce,
Lauren Buckley, Samantha Bush, Santino
Butler, Marianna Caruso-Gilbert, Zachary
Cohen, Hayley Cornwell, Jennifer Cua, Mat-
thew D’Apuzzo, Jessica Digiacomo, Juliane
Durett, Osazenoriuwa Ebose, Gregory Favreau,
Christopher Gilman, Amanda Ho, Priyanka
Kamath, Emma Kaplan, Ezra Klemow, Alison
Koransky, Kenneth Lee, Anna Leistikow, Katie
Levitt, Conor Lockier, Shannon McGovern,
Adam Monzella, Emily Nagourney, Benjamin
Parisi, Lilia Perez, Michael Pesin, Brittany
Reilly, Christina Reiman, Danielle Schweizer,
Charles Sciara, Jason Shaub, Gabrielle Vacca,
Lauren Williams, Caresse Yan, Jessica
Yorkovich

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
CLASS OF 2011

Eli Acosta, Betsy Appel, Laura Arasin, Julia
Babis, Bria Barnes, Ellesse Bartosik, Emily
Becker, Lauren Berk, Shreena Bhojani, Jerry
Bi, Anthony Bianco, Kyle Birnbaum, Chris-
tina Bobyack, Timothy Bonacum, Joshua
Brooks, Meghan Bruckman, Micael Canicosa,
Christopher Cerchio, Robert Cerchio, Michael
Chaia, Rebecca Chavan, Theresa Chrystal,
Jacqueline Close, Bret Coffey, Evan Cole,
Meghan Cunningham, Jean-Claud Davidson,
Paige Della Badia, Stefanie Devizio, Rebecca
Digiacomo, Madeline Dillon, Rachel Dolan,
Patrick Dougher, Sarah Drum, Erik Ekstrand,
Tessa Felegy, Hayley Geller, Jesse HaackElena
Haggan, Camille Handy, Emily Horowitz,
Kayla Howard-Maple, John Howarth, Peter
Huether, Megan Huxford, Victoria Ingato, Julia
Ingram, Danya Jacobs, Patrick Kelly, Mat-
thew Kersey, Steven Klee, Evelyn Klotz,
Megan Koederitz, Richard Krema, Rebecca
Kreyer, Ryan Laguna, Jillian Leahy, Alexa
Levy, Eric Leyden, Taryn Luby, Brianna
Mahoney, Vidhan Malik, Jeffrey Marks, Tay-
lor Marshall, Nathalia Montoya, Jessica Moore,
Ryann Morrison, Tyler Nguyen, Jonah Offitzer,
Tyler Palkoski, Michael Parada, Hyun-Jin Park,
Alexander Parker, Lindsay Payne, Alexandra
Pearl, Linsey Phelan, Annahelena Pimenta,
Joelle Pisauro, Carrie Port, Stephanie Robak,
Michelle Rogoff, Ashley Romans, Eve
Rosenheck, Lawrence Rothweiler, Anthony
Scalfaro, Kevin Schmidt, Micah Seaman, Avika
Shah, Rachael Siegel, Michael Spaeth, Shane
Squier, Elizabeth Stranzenbach, Nicole
Sultatos, Michael Swanek, Jamie Swanton,
Rory Szeto, Charles Timko, James Tsipas,
Zachary Tussel, Andrew Vaslas, Hollis Wang,
Amanda White, Alyssa Young, Kelly Yutz,
Ariel Zaksenberg, Charles Zhou

HIGH HONOR ROLL
CLASS OF 2010

Matthew Alfano, Mohammed Alzoobaee,
Stephanie Baier, Stephanie Baliko, Lauren
Belfer, Marissa Berlant, Danielle Bernstein,
Amelia Brause, Karolyn Buckridee, Jeremy
Busch, Sarah Canfield, Graceann Caramico,
Timothy Carroll, Bianca Chaves, Sophie Chou,
Samantha Clayton, Victoria Dalessandro,
Alexander Davis, Tara Dorilus, Lyndsey Dou-
glas, Rebecca Dunn, Zachary Flanzman, Rob-
ert Frazee, Christopher Freeman, Kelly
Gajdzisz, Toniann Gattozzi, Jennifer
Geoghegan, Adriana Gerritsen, Melissa
Goldberg, Alexander Graham, Matthew Har-
ris, Noorene Helm, Samantha Henderson,
Michael Henkels, Lauren Hirschhorn, Caitlin
Hoynes-O’connor, Agatha Kuza, Alyson
Linsenberg, Morgan Maisel, Delia McGee,
Sruthi Narayanan, Katarina Nier, Daniel Nizri,
Adam Offitzer, Dominique Osterman, Nicole
Ostrowski, Neha Pannuri, Jason Pearl, Gina
Pelosi, Morgan Puleo, Michael Riesenberg,
Traci Rigano, Lindsay Robinson, Kelsey Rossi,
Carrie Salem, Alanna Salituro, Stephen
Scannell, Devon Sepe, Claire Shashaty,
Mackenzie Sizemore, Courtney Smeltzer,
Victoria Spuler, Lauren Steinbeck, Aleksandra
Szczuka, Justin Terry, Tracy Toffolo, Devra
Traiman, Benjamin Ungar, Nicole Vacca,
Andrew Van Haasteren, Kimberly Wenson

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
CLASS OF 2010

Stephen Allen, Dina Barny, Andrea Barone,
Ulises Barros, Charles Beelitz, Steven
Berkowitz, Remy Bernardo, Rachel Blom,
Rebecca Brand, Peter Citera, Cyril Collantes,
Zaria Combs, Devon Daly, Diana De Vries,
Meghan Denman, Jacqueline Depew, Kathryn
Dinizo, Alan Dlugosz, Luke Durett, Robert
Evans, Geri Flood, Kathryn Foley, Joshua
Foote, Christopher Fortunato, Marc Gaglioti,
Katrina Gans, Anthony Gartman, Matthew
Glassett, Samantha Goldner, Carly Goldner,

Andrew Gorbunoff, Michael Hammond,
Michael Harrison, Edward Heavey, Michelle
Jenkelowitz, Alexandra Joy, Brian Kahn, Wil-
liam Kaiserman, Hershita Kaushik, Shaun
Khan, Amy Kocot, Jeffrey Kranz, Leigh
Kwasny, Michelene Lambros, Michael
Lauricella, Evan Levine, Samantha Mannino,
Kimberly Many, John Maxwell, Errin
McGowan, Ryan McTernan, William
Muirhead, Marguerite Murad, Andrei Nistor,
Veronica Painter, Kamisha Patillo, Kerry
Pierce, Alexis Pigna, Allison Prestridge, An-
drea Redmount, Shannon Reimers, Alyssa
Resnick, Julia Ross, Marissa Sacca, Perry
Sandrock, Matthew Sawchuk, Maria Seidel,
Sean Shukla, Stefani Silverman, Valerie Smith,
Christopher Smith, Vanessa Stanback, Gre-
gory Stein, Sarah Strong, Thomas Strowe,
Adam Terry, Laura Toffolo, David Van Wert,
Kevin Welch, Brandon Wheeler, Shawn
Zambri, Allison Zimmermann

HIGH HONOR ROLL
CLASS OF 2009

Alison Acevedo, Jennie Altman, Anjli Bansal,
Kerilyn Bartley, Brian Bonacum, Emily Carow,
Kathryn Cockrell, Michelle Conway, Katherine
Cornacchia, Thomas Cristiani, Laura Degnan,
Kaitlyn Denker, Michelle Desantis, Morgan
Dorsch, Michael Ferrara, David Gigiel, Erica
Goldberg, Naomi Goldstein, Eric Heinz, Kelly
Henderson, Kaylin Jaichon, Brian Jascur, Wil-
liam Johnston, Emily Katz, Timothy Kolterjahn,
Mark Koransky, Kapri Kreps, Karthik Krishna
Kumar, Sahrula Kubie, Evan Lake, Allison
Lasher, Thomas Loop, Daniel Lubranski,
Michelle Mattar, Kayla Mcalindin, Matthew
McQuoid, Jordan Metsky, Kayla Molnar,
Gabriella Napoli, Brian Northrup, Andrew
Pansulla, Petros Petridis, Austin Pfundheller,
Kathryn Powell, Alyssa Riesenberg, Christina
Romagnano, Christine Ruggieri, Danielle Sette,
Jessica Slegowski, Christian Speck, Paul Spicer,
Kristen Spirko, Martin Sweeney, Mangesh
Tamhankar, Brittney Veeck, Ulysses Velasquez,
Eric Williams, Kirsten Wright, Jennifer Yang,
Rachel Young

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
CLASS OF 2009

Wayne Adams, Justin Avila, Christopher
Bauer, Kristyn Berger, Stephanie Bistis,
Michelle Bowman, Kyle Brennan, Arielle
Brown, Michael Bumiller, Christina Camarda,
Caitlin Campbell, Christina Capece, Laura
Capoccia, Katherine Celardo, Zachariah
Chapman, Elizabeth Chen, Krista Ciecura,
Cameron Clausen, Colleen Curren, Joseph Del
Prete, Julie Deutsch, Antonio Di Nizo, John
Domanski, Rebecca Dorilus, Alexander
Ebeling, Diana Ferrante, Erin Finan, Kathleen
Flor-Stagnato, Alexandra Friedman, Richard
Fung, Ciera Gano, Jennifer Gassler, Nathan
Ghabour, Danielle Giordanella, Susan Gonch,
Daniel Gore, Marcus Green, Elisabeth
Greenberg, Michael Griffith, Gabriela Guzzo,
Alison Haggan, Alexander Hahn, Timothy
Hauser, Kristina Kalkstein, Rebecca Kaplan,
Jeremy Kaufman, Allison Killeen, Courtney
Kolb, Jonathan Kosenick, Dana Krajcsik,
Raychel Kruper, Samuel Lee, Thomas Leong,
Cara Levinson, Yan Li, Joshua Lieberman,
Rebecca Lipke, Roger Liu, Sean Lockier, Jes-
sica Loshiavo, Sheryl Markovits, Kevin
Maroney, Jenna Mcgarry, Liana Messina,
Daniel Michalak, Nicole Mineo, Michelle
Minniti, Kathryn Moynihan, Saxony Nielsen,
Anne Marie Noronha, Erin O’Brien, Anne
O’Halloran, Steve Pak, Zachary Peart, Alex-
andria Pisauro, Kerry Plante, Mary Poillon,
Ryan Rappa, Kaitlin Rau, Mark Renfree, Kyle
Richers, Charles Ringel, Matthew Ritsko, Philip
Rivera, Kimberly Rizzo, Christine Rocha,
Philip Rosenkrantz, Davina Roshansky,
Michael Roth, Golan Rozenberg, Bridget
Samaritano, Derek Sands, Donald Saraceno,
Samantha Schaffer, Sarah Schaible, Elizabeth
Schreiber, Alessandra Scott, Joseph Sebolao,
Kimberly Shelus, Kiran Siddiqui, Matthew
Simon, Alexis Sorace, Kevin Spaeth, Samuel

Stamler, Sara Stanton, Pia Tempestini, Linda
Timko, Blake Vanbuskirk, Michelle Vena,
Connor Viglianti, Rebecca Vonlangen, Erick
Walker, Corinne Walker, James Walsh, Elise
Whitehouse, Shardeliz Yantin, Chang
Yaramothu, Alina Zelikman, Aaron Zhao

HIGH HONOR ROLL
CLASS OF 2008

Dana Abramson, Kathryn Albanese-
Demair, Amie Berlant, Casandra Berwick,
Ryan Bridge, Daniel Buckley, Trevor Cannon,
Katelyn Cavanagh, Michael Cornacchia, Janine
Defeo, Silvano Dimonte, Patrick Doliber,
Zachary Feldman, Nicole Fusco, Christina
Halma, Catherine Harley, Lindsay Hauptman,
Adam Horowitz, Kate Johnson, Alyssa Karis,
Rachel Kreyer, Jaclyn Lazarus, Rachel Leitner,
Randy Lemence, Marc L’Heureux, Andrew
Livingston, Ming Lu, Victoria McNally, Brian
Pak, Brian Pesin, Jaclyn Petrow, Matthew
Plagge, Margaret Reilly, Jordan Rejaud,
Rheana Rien, Maria Pia Rivero, Theodore
Rosenblatt, Trevor Rowbotham, Dennis Ruiz,
Joseph Schiavo, Michele Silverstein, Kunal
Sodhi, Alex Soloway, James Strobel, Harrison
Stuppler, Samuel Ungar, Anthony Vecchione,
Alyssa Weinberg, Pawel Zawistowski

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
CLASS OF 2008

Vanessa Abrantes, Courtney Adamczyk,
Cathaline Alcine, Andrea Apuzzio, Maureen
Asante-Nkansa, Keith Baker, Michael Bello,
Alana Bencivengo, Gregory Bencivengo, Jus-
tin Berger, Courtney Bifani, Brittany Biondi,
Izabela Blach, Avery Boettcher, Jason Boff,
Samantha Bremer, Julianne Brennan, Keith
Bronikowski, Eric Browne, Lisa Campbell,
Bailey Cardinal, Christopher Casserly, Jia
Chen, Daniel Ciabattari, Jarek Cohen, Nicole
Colineri, Kristen Conlan, Bridget Cornwell,
Robert Cunningham, Amanda Curcie, Lauren
Cutrone, John De Maio, Ashleyann De Rienzo,
Debra Delle-Donne, Tyler Delmauro, Meghan
Dhaliwal, Katherine Doremus, Ian Feller, Neicy
Fernandez, Kaitlynn Fischer, Andrea Guzman,
Wendy Harris, Melissa Helock, Mary Henkels,
William Hubbard, Jessica Impellizzeri, Alec
Jacobs, Julia Joseph, Edward Kahn, Allison
Kodan, Ryan Krueger, Timothy Leischner,
Caitlin Leist, Jacqueline Lenoff, Scott Leyden,
Jared Lindenberg, Alexa Lindenberg, John
Loomis, Wesley Lorenzini, Brianne Mahoney,
Andrew Manns, Brian Many, Sean McGowan,
Elizabeth McMillion, Molly Meehan, Eliza-
beth Minski, Nicholas Murray, Jessica
Nagourney, Christina Olsson, Chibuzor
Onwuanaegbule, Ahmed Osman, Victoria
Painter, Minal Patel, Brian Piccola, Neil Pratt,
Brandon Reddington, Briana Redmount,
Tanaya Rivers, Hillary Roberts, Maya
Robinson, Marc Rosenberg, Erin Rossi, Scott
Salmon, Jasmine Seegers, Alexandra Segal,
Brian Sensor, Camillia Shanks, Barbara Slaugh,
Katlyn Soriano, Gabriella Sosnowski, Jennifer
Speth, Scott Stefanik, Alyssa Straniero, Nicole
Tavares, Kristen Thompson, Lindsay Traiman,
Amanda Vitollo, Allison Vogel, Gregory
Weinstock, Vivian Wong, Danielle Wood,
Christina Woods, Gregory Zabel.

Kindergarten Registration
To Begin For Lincoln School
WESTFIELD – Westfield Superinten-

dent of Schools Margaret Dolan an-
nounced that kindergarten registration will
begin on Wednesday, January 23, for the
Early Childhood Learning Center at Lin-
coln School to be opened in September.
Any Westfield child who reaches his or
her fifth birthday on or before October 1
is eligible to register.

“This year, we are particularly excited
because, beginning in September 2008,
all of our youngest students will be at-
tending Lincoln School,” Ms. Dolan said.

To accommodate parents’ schedules,
more than a dozen different registration
opportunities will be held at various loca-
tions in the district. An appointment is
required for day and evening registration.
This is a paperwork process for the par-
ent, not requiring the presence of the
future kindergarten student.

Parents are requested to call for an
appointment at the place and time of most
convenience:

Wednesday, January 23, 8 a.m. to 4
p.m., Franklin School – (908) 789-4592;

Wednesday, January 23, 6 to 8 p.m.,
Administration Building – (908) 789-
4420;

Thursday, January 24, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Franklin School – (908) 789-4592;

Thursday, January 24, 6 to 8 p.m.,
Administration Building – (908) 789-
4420;

Friday, January 25, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Jefferson School – (908) 789-4490;

Friday, January 25, 8 am – 4 pm,
McKinley School – (908) 789-4555;

Friday, January 25, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Wilson School – (908) 789-4605;

Monday, January 28, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Washington School – (908) 789-4600;

Monday, January 28, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Wilson School – (908) 789-4605;

Tuesday, January 29, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Wilson School – (908) 789-4605;

Wednesday, January 30, 8 a.m. to 4
p.m., Franklin School – (908) 789-4592;

Wednesday, January 30, 8 a.m. to 4
p.m., Tamaques School – (908) 789-4580;

Thursday, January 31, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Jefferson School – (908) 789-4490

The following documents need to be
brought to the scheduled appointment for
kindergarten registration to ensure regis-
tration without delay:

Birth certificate with raised seal from
the Bureau of Vital Statistics

Proof of residence (utility bill, tax bill,
lease, closing statement, voter’s registra-
tion)

Proof of immunization:
Diphtheria, Pertussis and Tetanus vac-

cine (DPT Series) – four doses, with one
dose given on or after the fourth birthday,
or any total of five doses.

Poliomyelitis vaccine – three doses of
oral poliovirus vaccine (OPV) or enhanced
inactivated polio vaccine (IPV), with one
dose given on or after the fourth birthday,
or any four doses spaced by a minimum of
one month.

Rubeola (Measles) vaccine – two doses
given on or after the first birthday sepa-
rated by at least a month, or laboratory
documentation of immunity.

Rubella (German Measles) vaccine –
one dose given on or after the first birthday,
or laboratory documentation of immunity.

Mumps vaccine – one dose given on or
after the first birthday, or laboratory docu-
mentation of immunity. Hepatitis B vac-
cine – three doses or laboratory documen-
tation of immunity.

Varicella vaccine – one dose of vari-
cella vaccine on or after the first birthday
or proof of disease or immunity with be
required for children 19 months of age or
older in a child-care center, entering Kin-
dergarten or Grade 1.

A physical exam must be completed on
or about the child’s fifth birthday or within
one year of starting school and signed by
the physician. This medical-record form,
a health-history form and a registration
form are all required at registration.

To save time, parents may download
the registration and medical forms on the
“forms” site of westfieldnjk12.org/
lincoln, complete them and bring to the
scheduled appointment.

The required forms also can be picked
up at the elementary schools or can be
mailed to the home.

Parents can call any elementary school
if there are questions about the registra-
tion process. In the event of a delayed
opening or school closing due to inclem-
ent weather, registration for that day will
be rescheduled.

At the time of registration, parents will
be provided with a list of frequently asked
questions and answers that can be refer-
enced in the coming months.

To accommodate parents who will drop
off and pick up children at more than one
school in the district, the beginning and
ending of the kindergarten sessions will
be staggered.

A copy of this schedule also will be
distributed at registration. Students living
in the attendance zones for Franklin,
Washington and Wilson will have the
option of taking a school bus between
their home school and Lincoln.

Renovations are on schedule to open
Lincoln School in September.

In terms of continued practices, kin-
dergarten will remain a half-day program.
The length of the morning session and the
afternoon session will not change.

School personnel will work coopera-
tively with before- and after-care pro-
grams offered in the community.

Students will still receive a “Westfield
Apple” with their name on it to welcome
them to the Westfield Public Schools.

“We are working every day to make
sure Westfield children, including our
very youngest, will be welcomed into a
school that will provide a strong educa-
tional foundation,” Ms. Dolan said.

Registration for children who have not
been in public school but will enter first
grade in the fall will be held on the same
dates and times as kindergarten registra-
tion. The same forms and documentation
requirements also apply.

Registration for incoming first graders
new to the district, who will reach his or
her sixth birthday on or before October 1,
is being held in January so that all six
elementary schools in the Westfield Pub-
lic School district can better plan for
staffing for September. Parents are re-
quested to call for an appointment.

MLK Association Reveals
Annual Memorial Service

WESTFIELD – The Martin Luther
King Association of Westfield has
announced its annual essay contest
and memorial service.

This year’s service will be held at
the First Congregational Church, at
125 Elmer Street, on Monday, Janu-
ary 21, at 1 p.m.

The Reverend Robert Taylor, newly
appointed pastor of St. Luke’s AME
Church, will serve as the featured
speaker.

A procession will gather at the Mar-
tin Luther King Memorial on South
Avenue, near the traffic circle. Par-
ticipants will begin to march at ap-
proximately 12:30 p.m., just prior to
the service.

Reverend Taylor, a native of Cleve-
land, received his bachelor’s degree
in Theology from Christian Bible Col-
lege in Rocky Mount, N.C.

He also attended Moody Bible In-
stitute in Cleveland. He currently
serves as a trustee on the Westfield
Neighborhood Council and Black
Achievers of the Westfield Area “Y.”

Prior to his appointment to the New
Jersey Annual Conference, Reverend
Taylor served within the Ohio An-
nual Conference as its Dean of Stud-
ies. He currently is a member of the
Ministerium Alliance of Westfield.

Reverend Taylor previously served
as pastor of five different churches in
Ohio and Pennsylvania. He and his
wife, Estella, have three children, five
grandchildren and three great-grand-
children.

The theme for this year’s com-
memorative service is based on a
letter Dr. King wrote while a prisoner
in a Birmingham jail.

He wrote that, “Injustice anywhere
is a threat to justice everywhere.”

Educators have asked Westfield stu-
dents to relate this quote to a current
event as part of the annual essay con-
test. Teachers also instructed students
to submit poetry and artwork for the
contest. Prizes for the best essays,
poetry and artwork will be awarded
during the memorial service. A $200
savings bond will be the first prize.

I HAVE A DREAM...The Martin Luther
King Association of Westfield announced
that this year’s memorial service will be
held at the First Congregational Church
on Monday, January 21. The Reverend
Robert Taylor, above, newly appointed
pastor of St. Luke’s AME Church, will
serve as the featured speaker. The theme
for this year’s commemorative service is
based on a letter Dr. King wrote while a
prisoner in a Birmingham jail.

Prom Expo For Teens
To Take Place at JCC
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will host a prom expo for
teenagers this Saturday, January 19,
from 6:30 to 9 p.m. Local vendors
such as florists, stylists, limousine
companies and tuxedo rental stores,
among others, will be on hand with
information about their wares.

The highlight of the evening is ex-
pected to be a prom fashion show,
complete with the most popular styles
in dresses, shoes, formal wear and
accessories. Attendees also will have
an opportunity to receive door prizes.

All are welcome to attend this event.
Tickets are $7 in advance and $10 at
the door. For more information, or to
purchase advance tickets, contact
Dana Brenner at dbrenner@jccnj.org
or (908) 889-8800, extension no. 203.
Information also is available online
at jccnj.org.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Mother Seton Plans
Informal Open House
AREA – Mother Seton Regional

High School, located on Valley Road
in Clark, will hold an informal open
house on Wednesday, January 23,
from 7:30 to 9:15 p.m. for all fifth-,
sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grade girls
and their parents.

The program will be informational
for girls who plan to enter high school
in the near future.

Registration for the graduating
Class of 2012 will be held on Satur-
day, February 2, at 9 a.m. Eighth
graders who wish to apply, and who
have not already done so, are asked to
call (732) 382-1952 for application
information as soon as possible.

 

 

 
 

Holy Trinity Schools
To Hold Registration
WESTFIELD – Holy Trinity

Interparochial School will hold reg-
istration on Sunday, January 27, at
both the Westfield and Mountainside
campuses.

Registration for the Westfield cam-
pus, located at 336 First Street, which
includes grades 1 to 8, will start at 1 p.m.

Registration for the Mountainside
campus, located at 304 Central Avenue,
which  has pre-kindergarten and kinder-
garten classes, will start at 10:30 a.m.

For more information, call the
Westfield school office at (908) 233-
0484 or the Mountainside school of-
fice at (908) 233-1899.
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Westfield     LIKE NEW 

Almost completely renovated colonial.  EIK w/granite countertops, 
stainless appliances, main bth w/Jacuzzi tub & sep shower, CAC.  Formal 
DR, 25' LR w/fplc, full bsmt, det gar, deck in rear.  This home is a Must 
See!  $639,900    732-560-0200  ERA VAN SYCKEL WEAVER & LYTE 
REALTORS   

RAIDERS TAKE 1ST IN SHOT, BLUE DEVILS WIN DMR

Vikings Get 1st, Blue Devils 3rd
At County Boys Track Relays

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four days after winning its third
consecutive Mountain Valley Con-
ference championship, the Union
Catholic High School boys track team
won the Union County Relay title at
Dunn Center in Elizabeth on January
9. The Vikings, who totaled 46 points,
clinched the title by beating out
Rahway (44 total) in the 4x400 relay.
Westfield finished third with 37 points
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood came in
fifth at 31.

Vikings Mike Suarez, Shariff
Stubbs, Garrett Ellis and Danny
daCosta brought home the top honors
by finishing the event in 3:49.2, fol-
lowed by Rahway at 3:50.9. Westfield
crossed fourth at 3:58.3 and the Raid-
ers finished fifth at 4:07.7. On Janu-
ary 2, Suarez, Stubbs, Ellis and Ryan
Kilkenny qualified for the Millrose
Games to be held at Madison Square
Garden on February 1 in the 4x400
with a time of 3:29.5. This is the first
time that Union Catholic has quali-
fied for Millrose Games.

Ellis, Alex Niziolek, daCosta and
D.J. Thornton exceeded expectations
when they crossed first in the 4x880
with a time of 9:00 followed closely
by Blue Devils Brendan Berkowitz,
Julian Applebaum, Andrew Flood and
Gus Gibbons with a time of 9:02.4
and Raiders Dan Sapienza, Brian
Walsh, Pat Doliber and Martin
Sweeney.

“We expected to win the 4x400.
We were hoping for second in the
4x800, but we ran very well,” said
Viking Head Coach Mike McCabe.

Blue Devils Josh Einbinder (880),
Craig Cognetti (440), Evan Friedman

(1,200) and anchor Alex Tarlow (mile)
with a time of 11:39.9 beat out Raid-
ers Mike Ragan, Mike Chervenyak,
Sweeney and Doliber, who finished
in 11:51.2, for first place in the Dis-
tance Medley Relay (DMR), followed
by the Vikings at 11:51.3. The Vi-
kings held the lead for the first two
legs followed by the Raiders then
Tarlow, who received the baton from
Friedman in the third position, stepped
up his pace to complete his leg in
4:50.1.

“I just hung tough and tried to bring
it home, which I did so I’m happy

about that,” said Tarlow. “Evan has
been sick for a while but he’s coming
back. He’s on the upswing, slow and
steady, but he will be there come
states. You’ll see,”

“We did pretty well. Ragan put us
in second. I gained a little bit and then
Martin gave us a good lead. Doliber
and Tarlow just toughed it out,” said
Chervenyak.

“I had a little too much left at the
end. I think what happened was I
stuck behind the kid from Union
Catholic a little too much. By the

HANDZA HITS 17 POINTS, O’LEARY GRABS 10 BOARDS

Lady Blue Devils Warm Up,
Scald East Side Cagers, 50-24

BARNES WINS VIA PIN, FERRARA RECORDS 5:59 FALL

Raider Matmen Rumble Past
Short-Handed Westfield, 63-12

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opportunity allowed Westfield
High School girls basketball Head
Coach Joe Marino a chance to test the
talents of his younger reserve players
against Newark East Side on January
10 in Westfield. After the starting
lineup set up a comfortable, 22-6
first-quarter lead, in trickled the re-
serves in an ever-increasing fashion
as the 5-2 Blue Devils rolled to a 50-
24 victory.

Senior guard Erin Miller, who fin-
ished with 11 points, and junior point

guard Tara Handza, who finished with
17 points, bucketed seven and 10
points, respectively, in the first quar-
ter. Afterwards Miller and Handza
looked to set up the younger girls,
resulting in 10 assists for Miller and
four by Handza. Reserve Charlotte
O’Leary (1 point) contributed three
assists but she also added security
under the boards with four rebounds.

Experiencing a load of varsity ac-
tion was sophomore forward Sarah
Nelson (3 points), whose responsi-
bility was to provide additional secu-
rity under the boards. Nelson came

through with three defensive and two
offensive rebounds.

“We put Sarah in there because I
wanted to see what she could do in-
side. Obviously, we needed some
boards and she was giving us some
good boards at times. Plus we were
trying to execute different plays with
her in the lineup,” said coach Marino.
“Right now, we are trying to polish
her up with her skills. We are throw-
ing her into the fire. That’s what we
are doing!”

Senior power forward Gab O’Leary

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seven competitive bouts made it
interesting for the first portion of the
match between the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
and hosting Westfield, but seven
straight forfeits followed, giving the
Raiders a lopsided, 63-12 victory on
January 11. The Raiders won five of
the seven face-to-face bouts, which
began at 112-lbs and ended at 145-lbs.

Raider Shane Squire recorded a
first-period takedown in a tough bout
with freshman Jey Yingling. In the
second period, Yingling attempted
some leg control in an effort to get
some tilt points but Squire was stub-
born. Squire then held on in the third
period to record a 2-0 victory.

At 119-lbs, Raider Tristan Bundy
got a pair of slip-through takedowns in
the first period then added an escape
and an action-reaction takedown to
earn a 7-2 victory over Nick DeFreitas.
Blue Devil freshman Christian Barber
followed at 125-lbs with a takedown
and a half nelson to register a 51-
second fall over Jim Mei.

“He’s got some good instincts,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz
said of Barber. “He has a strong wres-
tling background. He is working on
eliminating some of the mistakes.
He’s coming along nicely. He’s a
good addition to the team.”

Blue Devil John Barnes, who placed

second at 125-lbs at the Panther Invi-
tational in December, faced Raider
Jawan Gaines, who had been on a
winning roll recently, at 130-lbs.
Barnes recorded a spin-around
takedown and a short fireman’s
takedown to grab a 4-1, first-period
lead. In the second period, he alertly
added two points with a pullback
nearfall then later added a fireman’s to
a lateral drop to end the bout in 3:21.

“I was staying on the offense. I
went with double over hooks instead
of front headlocks and kept moving a
lot. If they ever come out of their
stance, I got to take advantage of that.
It’s little things they make mistakes
on. He kept on driving forward so I
pancaked him right off the fireman’s,”
said Barnes.

“You wrestle 60 matches in the off-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXPLODING WITH A HUGE THROW…Raider senior Mike Alleman exploded with a toss of 59’9.25” on his second throw
and teammates Jason Boff and Matt McQuoid had respective throws of 40’10.5 and 40’11.5 to win the team shot put with
a total distance of 141’7.25”.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL-TIME WHS LEADING BASKETBALL SCORER…Blue Devil Erin Miller is presented with flowers from head coach
Joe Marino after breaking Bob King’s (WHS class of 1963) record of 1,329 points in a game against Elizabeth on January
5. (This was originally intended for our January 10 issue).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HALF WAY THERE…Blue Devil freshman Christian Barber, top, works a half
nelson and eventually pins Raider Jim Mei in 51 seconds in the 125-lb bout.

ERA  SUBURB REALTY AGENCY

1773 E. SECOND STREET,  SCOTCH PLAINS • 908-322-4434

A. George Rogers, REALTOR

Direct Dial: 908-768-9677

Office: 322-4434 x114
Email: ageorgerogers@yahoo.com

Tranquil Currier and Ives Setting

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, JANUARY 20TH 2-4 PM • 905 Woodmere Drive

Picturesque 4 Bedroom Colonial, sun catching winding Center Hall. Many recent

improvements afford a mix of move in now condition with linen decor, gleaming oak

floors and, the opportunity to add personal up dates at your timing schedule. Central Air,

spacious rooms with excellent wall space, raised-panel doors. Brightwood, a wonderful

cul-de-sac community neighborhood of Westfield. Stop by, public open house this Sunday.

Newly listed at $799,900, or call for prior personal inspection.

DIRECTIONS: Clark Street or Brightwood Ave. to Woodmere Drive, SEE SIGNS.
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Lady Blue Devils Warm Up,
Scald East Side Cagers, 50-24
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devils Blank Eastside
Cardinals, Raider Bowlers

Since The Den is already on record
as being a big fan of WHS senior
basketballer Erin Miller, it seemed a
good idea to ask an old friend for a
favor. So we got in touch with the
legendary Frank Lynn Bowler.

Ol’ Frank has been around a while
and played with and against some of
the local greats of the mid-20th cen-
tury, guys like Walt Robinson, Roger
Love, Russ Bowers Sr., Dick Myers,
Rich Weldon, Bob King, Ken Goski
and Bob Felter, at Franklin School,
Gumbert, Tamaques Park, and in town
leagues at the old Columbus School
and Roosevelt Junior High. He is said
to have played college ball under Bill
Raftery, a former coach and noted TV
analyst.

Although Frank has credentials, he is
also the very definition of “old school,”
so I knew he would not be easily im-
pressed. I asked him to take notes on
Saturday, Jan. 5, the day Miller would
surpass King as the school’s all-time
scoring leader, and let me know what
he thought of her game.

It took a full week to translate his
scribbling — note: the numbers he
uses are 5 for Tara Handza, 10 Gab
O’Leary, 12 Anne Knisely, 20 Katie
Ponce, 21 Nikki Aronson — but here
is what he wrote:

First quarter

Second Opinion Proves
The Girl’s Got Game

Devil of the Week
Matt Marcus

Bowling

Black socks? Hmmmm … she wears
No. 11, same as Tim Goski ... coinci-
dence? … one minute in a nice assist
on 12-footer by 5 … passes to 5 for
near-basket … nice pass to 20 for open
shot … E’s No. 5 getting yappy …
dives on floor for loose balls … 2:37
left she takes first shot and is fouled for
two shots … makes both (note: on the
first swiiiish she became WHS’s all-
time scoring leader) … E’s 5 fouls
Miller hard but then helps her up and
pats her on the butt (guess she’s yappy
but ok) … beautiful bounce pass to 12
… pick-and-roll pass to 10 for two
foul shots … give-and-go to 5 for two
more foul shots.

Summary: Seven touches with six
nice passes and two foul shots.

Second quarter
First drive a near-charge but no call

either way … rebound, coast to coast
for a layup … Elizabeth switches speedy
and feisty No. 4 guarding her instead of
athletic No. 5 … Miller drives and is
fouled for two free throws … 20 scores
and Miller low-fives her … takes open
3-pointer, on target but all air … Eliza-
beth goes to a zone but WHS is patient
and waits for good shot … open 3: in-
and-out … open 3: swiiiish for a 21-18
lead … another open 3 misses but 21
rebounds and passes to a driving Miller
for nice basket.

Summary: One forced shot, but
another excellent quarter.

Third quarter
Nice left-handed drive across lane

beats defender but ball goes in-and-out
… low post turn-and-score … nice
move for 26-20 lead … down low again,
fouled for two free throws … beats
defender with nice drive and passes to
12, whose shot goes in-and-out … semi-
forced bank shot … no foul? but I liked
her using the backboard; that’s why it’s
there … nice give-and-go to 10, but
shot is blocked … rebounds and goes
coast-to-coast lefty drawing fourth foul
on big No. 33! … 21 nice pass to 10 for
33-25 lead.

Summary: Another 10!
Fourth quarter
Misses an open 3 but 10 puts in

follow and is fouled for a 35-25 lead
… beautiful reverse layup attempt
but misses … 2:32 left E’s 33 fouls
out trying to box out hustling 10! …
10 rebounds, outlets to Miller for a
no-look lead pass to 5 for a layup and
41-33 lead … E’s 4 fouls out and
Miller makes both for 43-33 lead …
Miller comes down on a 2-on-1 and
passes to 21 for an easy bucket and a
47-36 lead … game is over.

Summary: Definitely a superior all-
around player.

While Frank was there to analyze
Erin Miller, he was impressed by the
entire team. He called O’Leary a tiger
(tigress?) on the boards; said Handza,
whose father George played at WHS
in the mid-1960s, was an outstanding
offensive compliment for Miller, and
that Knisely, Ponce and Aronson (four
points, seven rebounds and three
steals) all made solid contributions.

(Frank apparently enjoyed the game
so much that last Sunday he was at
Kean University when WHS notched
a gutsy 65-58 double-overtime win
over Staten Island power Notre Dame
Academy in the New Jersey-New York
Challenge. He was again wowed by
Miller (20 points, 10 rebounds, six
assists), O’Leary (13 points, 20 re-
bounds) and Handza (22 points), but
equally impressed by Ponce, Char-
lotte O’Leary and big girls Knisely
and Sarah Nelson.)

Epilog
On an oldies radio station the DJ

was playing the hits from Jan. 5, 1960
… “48 years ago,” he proclaimed.
Who knows, but it’s possible that the
Roosevelt and Edison junior high
school basketball teams were playing
that Tuesday in the tiny gym behind
the auditorium stage at Roosevelt. I
do remember coach Dick Phillips
assigning me to guard Bob King, then

a gangly 6-foot-7 stringbean who
within a couple years would be a
Parade Magazine second-team All-
American.

And the mind wanders …
It’s March 1962 and, two weeks

after being shocked 56-40 by Clark in
the first round of the county tourna-
ment, WHS begins a magical run in
the state tournament … the stoic King
and cocky point guard Dick Myers
spark wins over Linden, Union, Tren-
ton and Camden … the 55-52 loss to
Weequahic in the state final in
Haddonfield.

And then it’s Thursday, March 10,
1966, at the grand old Madison Square
Garden, 50th Street and 8th Avenue
(MSG III, which would be replaced
two years later by the current Gar-
den), with the Nedick’s hot dog res-
taurant out front. I was there to watch
Bob King, now a sturdy 6-11 two-
year starter at Virginia Tech, as the
Hokies played Temple in the Na-
tional Invitation Tournament. Temple
won that night 88-73 and Bob scored
13 points, in what would apparently
be his final game. After being the
leading scorer on the ’64 freshman
team and then averaging 14.3 points
and 8.6 rebounds per game for two
years, Bob did not play his senior
year, according to the school’s Sports
Information Director.

Switching radio stations, Ralph
McTell is singing “Streets of Lon-
don,” with the haunting opening verse:
“Have you seen the old man in the
closed-down market, kicking up the
paper with his worn-out shoes. In his
eyes you see no pride, and held loosely
at his side, yesterday’s paper telling
yesterday’s news.”

Bob King lives in Roanoke, Va.,
where he is battling an illness that is
serious enough to likely keep him from
attending his induction this November
into the Westfield Athletic Hall of
Fame. Sadly, I’ve thought of Bob more
in the last few weeks than in the 40-
plus years since that night at the old
Garden, the last time I saw him.

NJSIAA UPDATE
News report: The NJSIAA has

named a 34-member League and Con-
ference Committee to re-draw the map
of competition and potentially merge
several of the state’s current 21 confer-
ences. Heading the committee are Joe
Montesano, superintendent of
Hackensack schools, and Mike
Hughes, principal at North Hunterdon.
There are also representatives of each
of the four sections: North 1 (eight),
North 2 (six), Central (five), South
(six) and non-Public (seven).

The committee will meet monthly
for the next five months and then
present a plan in September aimed at
leveling the playing field. If approved,
that plan would be put into action in
September 2009.

What this means is we could see
more conferences around the state set
up along the lines of the Shore and
Greater Middlesex conferences,
which have divisions based on school
size and location.

And if you missed last Sunday’s
Star-Ledger, they had an awesome
two-page restructuring proposal that
may not be far off the final mark. In it
they had the schools of Union,
Somerset, Hunterdon and Warren
counties forming a five-division Su-
per Skyland Conference. WHS would
be in a division with SP-F, Plainfield,
Linden, Union, Elizabeth,
Bridgewater-Raritan, Watchung Hills,
Franklin and Roselle Catholic.

The NJSIAA executive committee
recently voted to extend the period
student-athletes must sit out after
transferring from one school to an-
other. Those varsity letter winners
who change schools without a change
in address will have to sit out one year
before competing; previously, they
had only a 30-day wait.

Parents can now count on being fed
a line of sugarcoated b.s. about im-
proving their child’s college/scholar-
ship options when their kids are in
middle school. Hopefully people who
live in towns like Westfield, with a
great educational system and one of
the best athletic programs in the state,
will now think twice before wasting
their money on a non-public school.
Other than the Lawrenceville School,
my college sources tell me that no
prep or parochial school diploma
equals a WHS diploma.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to bowler Matt
Marcus. The junior rolled a 279 game
en route to a 680 series last Friday in
a 4-0 (3,042 to 2,791 in total pinfall)
victory over SP-F. The day before
Marcus had a 681 against Plainfield.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS FOREVER!

The Westfield High School Varsity
bowling team picked up three league
victories from January 8 through 11
to improve to 11-0. The Blue Devils
first defeated Newark Eastside, 7-0,
on January 8 to improve its match
record to 57-5. Trevor Yee, with a 522
series, and Brett Ettinger, with a 523
series, led the Blue Devils. The JV
team also won, 7-0, to move into first
place in the JV division with a 5-0
record. The JV record over the last 52
matches is 51-1.

On January 5, the Blue Devils par-
ticipated in the Brick-Brick-Memo-
rial Tournament, which included 59
boys teams from around the state, and
finished fifth with a 3,273 series.
Ettinger had high game 264 and high
series 699. Eric Curialle had a high
game of 244 and a 655 series. Arley
Rojas had a high game of 248 and a
638 series. Jesse Embre had a high
game of 237 and a 621 series. Substi-
tute Matt Marcus entered in the sec-
ond game and shot a 201. He fol-
lowed that with a 217.

The Blue Devils defeated

Plainfield, 2722-2130, on January 10.
Matt Marcus had games of 237, 233
and 211 for a 681 series. Embre had a
strong outing with a high game of 255
for a 628 series. Ettinger had a 625
series with a high game of 223. Brian
Dunn led the JVs with a 591 series
and a high game of 231. The Varsity
improved to 10-0 and the JV im-
proved to 7-0.

On January 11, the varsity avenged
its only defeat last year by blanking
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 7-0 (3,042-
2791). Westfield won the first game,
1076-888. Marcus had the high game
of 279, while Curialle had a 231 game
and Ettinger rolled a 221. Westfield
prevailed, 987-966 in Game 2. Embre
led the team with a 204. Peter Citera
rolled a 213 for the Raiders. The Blue
Devils won the third game, 979-937.
Ettinger had the high game with a 220.
Ettinger (634), Marcus (680) and
Curialle (611) had 600 series, while
Joe Tufaro (666) and brother Mike
(637) had 600 series for the Raiders.

See Jersey Winter Classic  bowl-
ing on page 15

(6 points) dominated the boards with
six defensive and four offensive re-
bounds. Handza finished with six re-
bounds and Miller had three. In the
second half, Blue Devils Nikki
Aronson (4 points) and Cyndil Mat-
thew (2 points) came into the game
and pulled four and two rebounds,
respectively. Katie Ponce had three
rebounds and Anne Knisely (4 points)
had one rebound. Maria Niemiera
sank a lay-up and Amanda Markowski
saw some action.

“These are our younger girls. Some
of them play JV sometimes. I wanted
to get them in and get a little experi-
ence on the varsity level because this

is our future,” said coach Marino.
The Blue Devils added to their lead

with a 14-3 second quarter to com-
mand a precipitous 36-9, halftime
edge. The art of thievery contributed
heavily, with Miller snatching five
balls, Charlotte O’Leary grabbing
three and Handza handling two.

Playing with one or two starters on
the floor, the Blue Devils won the third
quarter, 9-6, but the 2-6 East Side Red
Raiders won the fourth, 9-5. Alyene
Cabriera and Jasmine Rivera each
scored eight points for the Red Raid-
ers and Yiel Johnson added six points.
Newark East Side   6   3   6   9 24
Westfield 22 14   9   5 50

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/SPF Wrestling
SPF/East Side Boys Basketball
Westfield/East Side Girls Hoops

SPF/Brearley Wrestling
UCT Boys Track Relays

Reading is Good For You
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Times:

January 4, 2001: The Westfield-
Scotch Plains swimming rivalry has
been one that has sparked excitement
for many years. And the duel at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Y proved to
be no exception. The races were tight,
the swimming was thrilling, but in
the end the Blue Devil boys won,
111-59, while the girls just skimmed
past the Raiders, 95-75.

Blue Devil Captain Cliff Haldeman
won both the 200- and 500-yard
freestyle events. He was trailed by
Raider Steve Swenson in each of them.
Blue Devil Devin Power “powered”
past his teammates to take the 100-
yard free with a time of 54.09. Power
also was part of the winning 200-yard
free relay team.

January 10, 2001: A twist of fate
came when undefeated Raider 215-
pounder Matt Loomis sustained a groin
injury earlier in the week and was un-
able to wrestle in the match between
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

and host Cranford. Loomis has been a
pinner and most likely would have added
another six points to the Raiders’ team
score and detracted six from the Cou-
gars’ – a 12-point swing. However, due
to the misfortune, this match, which
may have determined the Watchung
Conference Championship, shifted in
the Cougars’ favor, 39-33.

Head Coach Dave Bello was forced
to bump several wrestlers up a weight
class. The last to be bumped up was
senior Gary Cousar, a state qualifier
last year at 189, to 215-lbs. Cousar
took only 1:19 to show Steve Carbone
the lights. Wrestling up at 140, Lucas
Francavilla claimed a 4-0 triumph
over Brandon Small. But the Cougars
presented the meat of their lineup.
Rob Verhoeven – a state qualifier last
year – won a 15-0, technical fall at
145. Mike Carbone at 152 pinned
Charlie Bachi in 3:41, Greg Donofrio
at 160 – a state qualifier last year –
pinned Charlie Laskowski in 49 sec-
onds, then Bill Bennett at 171 won his
bout via fall in 0:45.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING UNDER FOR THE LAY-UP…Blue Devil Tara Handza goes in for the
lay-up and finishes the game with a team-high 17 points against East Side.

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

WESTFIELD $1,785,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $649,000 CLARK $529,000 WESTFIELD $2,995,000

WESTFIELD $2,295,000 WESTFIELD $3,295,000 WESTFIELD $1,100,000

Gracious Wychwood Colonial features 10 rooms and
includes 4 large Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, superbly updated
granite Kitchen, bar with wine refrigerator, Formal
Dining Room, Family Room, Master Bedroom with
full bath and wall of closets and Recreation Room.

Exquisite home nestled on over .5 acre of serene
wooded property.  Includes 10 rooms, 4 Bedrooms,
3.5 baths, Eat-In Kitchen with center island, Formal
Dining Room, 2 wood-burning fireplaces, finished
lower level with walk-out and too many upgrades to
list.  Ideally located near transportation.  You will truly
be amazed at all this home offers.

Move right into this pristine Bi-Level home offering 3-
4 Bedrooms, 2 full baths, Eat-In Kitchen, Living Room,
Formal Dining Room, large Family Room with slid-
ing glass doors to gorgeous patio and in-ground pool,
new Thermo windows, gorgeous wood floors, CAC
and more.  Perfect home for entertaining!

Magnificent center hall Colonial in “The Gardens” lo-
cation of Westfield.  Offers 14 rooms and features 5
Bedrooms and 6 baths.  This home has been completely
renovated and expanded in 2004 and also features a
state-of-the-art Kitchen, 3 fireplaces, beautiful Family
Room, luxurious Master Suite including an exercise
Room and an extensive, climate controlled wine cellar.

Fabulous “Indian Forest” center hall brick Colonial
features 11 rooms and includes 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths,
4 fireplaces on .70 acre of park-like grounds.  Classic
architectural detail.  Large Family Room addition with
vaulted ceiling and custom cabinets.  Freshly painted
interior and refinished oak floors.

Stunning new home in a top Westfield location.  This
8400+ square foot home is reminiscent of a European
country manor.  Features include 14 large rooms, 5
Bedrooms, 6.5 baths, Master Suite with sitting room,
gourmet Kitchen, large Family Room, Library, 6 fire-
places, soaring ceilings, custom woodwork and oak floor-
ing.  A fabulous deck overlooks a beautiful treed lot.

1500+ square foot office building.  First floor office
vacant on possession plus 2nd floor rental office and
separate entrance.  Building is fully renovated and
updated plus 10 off-street parking spots.  Suitable for
medical, legal, accounting, dental or architectural use.

CRANFORD $489,000
This beautiful home was sold for full price in
only 37 days.  Let us design a personalized mar-
keting plan for your home.  Contact any of our
extraordinary agents.
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BUNDY, FERRARA, CANNON, DESIATO RECORD WINS

No. 9 Brearley Bears Defeat
SPF Raider Wrestlers, 48-18

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some Bears may have been more
talented than others but the No. 9
David Brearley High School Bears
wrestling team offered no noticeable
weak spots in a 48-18 victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in a Quad
match in Kenilworth on January 12.
The Raiders had to scramble for the
four face-to-face bouts that they won.

“Overall, the recreation program is
a huge reason why we are as success-

ful as we are. We have a great middle
school team and we wrestle some of
the best competition in the state,” said
Bear Head Coach Brian Luciani. “We
are very fortunate that way and the
kids coming up are very excited. As
related to what is going on within the
county, there are a lot of good teams
coming up. Roselle Park is very
strong. Scotch Plains is a little young
but they had a lot of fight in them
today. It’s getting better and better.”

On January 10, the Bears defeated

then 10th-ranked Kittatinny, 37-27.
“Kittatinny was probably the high-

est ranked team we have ever de-
feated. It was a great win. The kids
wrestled really well. Our guys are
coming back to where they need to.
The bottom line is the kids are start-
ing to step up and do some nice
things,” said coach Luciani.

Beginning in the 189-lb class, Bear
Hany Elshiekh, a state qualifier last
year, recorded a takedown then used
an Olympic arm bar and a half nelson
to turn Joe Sebalao in 1:58. After the
Bears received a forfeit at 215-lbs,
Jesse Boyden, ranked third in the
state at 215, scored a pair of takedowns
and an escape then finally turned
Raider heavyweight Joe Blaes in 5:18,
using an Olympic arm bar.

Anthony Madonia used a corkscrew
to turn Raider Nowell Whitehouse in
3:37 at 103-lbs and Dan Reis racked
up three low single takedowns before
clamping Raider Shane Squire in a
cradle in 1:28 at 112-lbs.

At 119-lbs, Tristan Bundy put the
Raiders on the board with a 6-4, over-
time, victory over Allan Phillips. Af-
ter a scoreless first period, Phillips,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Raider Matmen Fall To Rams, Hanover Park
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School wrestling team fell to
Randolph, 46-30, and to Hanover
Park, 43-19, at the Brearley Quad
meet on January 12. The Brearley
Bears, who defeated the Raiders in
the opening match, went on to defeat
Hanover Park, 46-25, and Randolph,
42-27.

Raider Trevor Cannon (152-lbs)
made it a clean sweep by pinning
Randolph Ram Jon Matos in 3:44 and
upped his Region 3 value by defeat-
ing Hanover Park’s Jake Grubert, 8-
3. Mike Ferrara (140-lbs) followed

suit by pinning Ram Kyle Bieg in
1:27 and by edging Hanover Park’s
Rich Szymczak, 4-2. Heavyweight
Joe Blaes won by injury default over
Ram Rob Garone in 1:40 then dropped
a 1-0 decision to Doug Meringer of
Hanover Park. Tristan Bundy (119-
lbs) lost a tough, 1-0 bout with Ram
Kevin Collins but rebounded to win
his next bout, 8-3. Jawan Gaines (125-
lbs) and Brandon Wergland (171-lbs)
won by fall against the Rams. Nowell
Whitehouse (103-lbs) won by fall
against Hanover Park and Mike Ridge
(145-lbs) won by decision.

DOUGHER, MARONEY SINK 11 PTS, ZEKUNDE NETS 10

Charged Raider Boys Crunch
Red Raider Hoopsters, 68-27

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The entire Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys’ basketball team got
into the act and demonstrated its physi-
cal presence and ability to fray the net
by routing Newark East Side, 68-27,
in Scotch Plains on January 10.

Three Raiders hit double figures.
Bryan Dougher finished with 11 points,
two assists, three rebounds and three
steals. Kevin Maroney frayed the net
with 11 points, including 7-for-7 in
free throws, pulled in three rebounds
and added two steals. Rob Zekunde
pushed in eight of his 10 points in the
first half and demonstrated physical
dominance in rebounds with seven.

Lordly Okarter netted four points,
grabbed four rebounds and swiped
two basketballs. Dan DeCataldo was
the main thief with four steals and
added three assists. Reggie Solomon
netted five points, including a 3-
pointer, and had three assists. Samir
Fox scored nine points and Jaquan
Paschel contributed six points to lead
the 1-7 Red Raiders.

“We came out, did not shoot well,
so we realized we have to play de-
fense,” said Raider Head Coach Dan
Doherty. “We settled down and moved
the ball around very well. Everyone
across the board had the same num-
bers, no one-man player, so I’m very

happy how we played.”
Despite some shooting difficulties,

the 9-2 Raiders moved the ball around
well, played solid and took a 15-9
lead at the end of the first quarter.
Dougher and Zekunde poured in six
points each and Maroney bucketed
three points.

The Raiders were effective defen-
sively, took advantage of several fast
breaks to make the score, 32-14 at the
half. Maroney rolled in a lay-up and
converted 4-for-4 from the line.
Melvin Hanciles came off the bench,
dropped in four points, while
Dougher, Zekunde and Boyd each
added two-pointers.

“After the J.P Stevens game, we
had a rough time from the stripe so we
practice a lot,” said Maroney. “I took
about 20 foul shots before the game
and felt very comfortable, so going to
the hole and drawing fouls is a big
part of the game.”

The Raiders’ trapping defense, in-
side and outside attack proved devas-
tating as the big guys inside sparked a
20-6 run in the third quarter. DeCataldo
nailed a 3-pointer and scored on a
jumper. Okarter and Hanciles ac-
counted for four points each, Dougher
added three points and Zekunde and
Maroney both contributed two.

“We practice a lot of outside de-
fense and it is starting to show in the

games,” said Zekunde. “We were get-
ting the ball down low, we were quick
on the ball and, as a result, it became
an easy game.”

“We ran the plays, set good screens
and got some easy fast-break buckets
rather than taking contested three’s,”
added Maroney.

The Raiders added 16 more points
in the fourth quarter by dominating
under the glass and adding aggres-
sive drives to the basket. Solomon
nailed the target from long range and
hit a baseline jumper. Greg Zabel
nailed a 3-pointer, while Justin
Wheeler bucketed four points and
Ismael Raymond added two points.

“This is all about winning basi-
cally. We have many weapons and
I’m not the only one that has to score.
If someone is having a good game we
try to get them the ball as much as we
can,” said Dougher. “This is all about
winning the section and getting to the
group finals.”

“The thing is, we go hard with 12,
13 good players, so I’m not putting
them in at the end of the game and
say, ‘don’t play hard’. I’m looking for
them to play hard and impress me,
and the last group really did impress
me. They did a great job,” concluded
coach Doherty.
Nwk East Side   9   5   6   7 27
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 15 17 20 16 68

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING UP A LEG SCISSORS AND A POWER HALF…Raider Trevor Cannon, top, has Bear Steve Margolin in a leg
scissors in an attempt to set up a power half tilting maneuver in his 152-lb bout. Cannon won, 8-2.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GRABBING A REBOUND AGAINST EAST SIDE…Raider Bryan Dougher had three rebounds, 11 points, three steals and
three assists in the victory over the Newark East Side Red Raiders.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

GARWOOD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/20  1-4PM $459,000
4 Bedroom, 3 Bath Cape Cod.  Updates throughout.  Spacious eat-in kitchen,
renovated kitchen & baths, new roof/siding (2007), large backyard with new paver
patio.  Spectacular finished bsmt with rec room, bath & dry bar.  DIR: North to
Cedar to 2nd #328  (052111782)

CRANFORD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/20  1-4PM $409,000

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/20  1-4PM $549,900SCOTCH PLAINS CAPE COD $345,000MOUNTAINSIDE OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/20  1-4PM $1,250,000

One Floor living on quiet Cranford street.  3 Br, 2 Bath, Ranch with a FDR, newer
very large EIK with a bright eating area and breakfast bar.  Large walk-up attic,
could be finished as a fourth bedroom/family room and large, unfinished basement.
Just blocks to NY trains and buses.  DIR: E. Lincoln to High to Pine #107
(052111749)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Welcome to this cozy cape cod featuring 2 bedrooms, 1 full bath in a quiet
neighborhood.  Hardwood floors in living room and dining room.  Eat-in kitchen
and Family room.  Fenced in yard.  Much room for expansion.  (052111791)

Located in one of Mountainside’s most elegant neighborhoods this classic Center
Hall Colonial hosts 3-4 bedrooms, 3 full & 2 half baths.  Formal living & dining
rooms, library, eat-in kitchen, conservatory, den, powder room & full bath complete
the perfect layout.  Hardwood floors, crown molding & 3 wood-burning fireplaces
are a few of the many appointments this gem contains.  Full finished basement w/
fireplace & half bath.  Master suite includes sitting area w/fireplace, dressing room,
walk-in closets & spa-like retreat.  DIR: Hillside to Mountainview #17  (052111045)

MOUNTAINSIDE RANCH $619,000
Gracious Ranch with an open floor plan just a short distance to town.  This lovely
home, situated on a large corner lot offers a formal living room with a fireplace,
dining room and bright kitchen opening into a wonderful summer porch.  3
Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2 car attached garage and numerous opportunities for expansion.
Weichert Exclusive.  (052111797)

This beautiful Expanded Custom Home is located in a quiet neighborhood close to
Tamaques Park.  Its many features include 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, dining room,
living room with wood-burning fireplace, large updated kitchen, finished family
room in basement & beautiful deck overlooking private backyard.  DIR: Rahway
to Norwood #633 (052111557)
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Vikings Get 1st, Blue Devils 3rd at UC Relays
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

No. 9 Brearley Bears  Defeat
SPF Raider Wrestlers, 48-18

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Matmen Top
Blue Devils, 63-12

time I handed off to Pat, unfortu-
nately it wasn’t too much for Pat to
work with but it happens,” said
Sweeney.

The Vikings won their heat in the
Sprint Medley Relay (SMR) with a
time of 4:03.4 but Rahway, running
in the second heat, turned in the win-
ning time at 4:02.7. Blue Devils Todd
Saunders, Cognetti, Donnie de Rojas
and Tarlow finished third at 4:07.9.
The Raiders took sixth at 4:17.9. The
Vikings also got stung by Rahway
and Union, respectively, in the 4x220
and had to settle for third with a time
of 1:43.3.

“The SMR was disappointing.
Rahway got us from the second heat
and we won our heat by five seconds.
I was hoping for third or fourth in the

DMR, so third was good. The 4x200
was a let down because we won the
first heat handily and were beaten by
a second by Rahway and Union,”
commented McCabe. “The kids ran
really tough. Many of them ran three
events. They are truly a tough and
motivated group of kids. I was very
proud of their effort.”

Raider senior Mike Alleman ex-
ploded with a toss of 59’9.25” on his
second throw and teammates Jason
Boff and Matt McQuoid had respec-
tive throws of 40’10.5 and 40’11.5 to
win the team shot put with a total
distance of 141’7.25”. Westfield took
sixth with a distance of 103’10.25”.
Alleman, the state spring track &
field champion, recently had a state-
leading indoor toss of 61’9.25”.

“We were at the Polar Bear Invita-
tional at Drew University. It was my
second throw. I had a good series
overall. I hit over 60 the whole series.
The goal for me right now is to try to
stay over 60,” said Alleman.

Alleman can be expected to get some
stiff competition in the near future from
Morristown freshman Nick Vena, who
had a toss of 59’6.5” in the Iron Hills
Conference Championship on January
4 then exploded with a national fresh-
man record shove of 61’1.5” at Drew
University on January 7.

“He is a left-handed spinner, a big
kid. He’s going to be a tremendous
thrower,” Alleman said.

Blue Devils Adam Bergo and
Connor Shields placed second in the
high jump with a height of 11’2”
followed by Raiders Louvan Powell
and Sharif Scott with the same height.

“We had a solid team effort placing
in six of eight events. A break here or
there and we could have won,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Jack Martin.

The Vikings also picked up a third
place in the shot put with a distance of
113’3.5”.

TOP TEAM TOTALS:
1. Union Catholic 46, 2. Rahway 44,

3. Westfield 37, 4. Union 36, 5. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood 31, 6. Roselle 15, 7. St.
Patrick 14, 8. Governor Livingston 11,
9. Summit 8

EVENT WINNERS:
4x220: Rahway 1:42.1
4x440: Union Catholic 3:49.2
4x880: Union Catholic 9:00
SMR: Rahway 4:02.7
DMR: Westfield 11:39.9
Shuttle Hurdles: Roselle 31.7
High Jump: Union 11’4”
Shot Put: Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 141’7.25”

who had defeated Bundy twice last
year, escaped and followed with a re-
shot takedown in the second period.
Bundy escaped and added a low single
takedown. Both added an escape to
force overtime but Bundy hung tough
to get the takedown for the victory.

“He beat me 3-2 and, in the county,
he beat me by one again,” said Bundy.
“Overtime is about who wants it more
or who makes the first mistake. It
comes down to conditioning. It takes
a lot off my mind because when you
lose to someone two, three times, you
start thinking about what you can’t
do. I’m glad I have that win.”

Bear Kenny Knapp, ranked fourth
in the state, demonstrated his finesse
to record a 17-1, tech fall over Jawan

Gaines at 125-lbs and Jesse Bell
nipped Raider Wes Morrison, 3-1, at
130-lbs. Joe Lospinoso, ranked sev-
enth in the state, took Raider Danny
Gore to the mat then clamped him
with a cradle in 1:33 at 135-lbs.

After being taken down in the first
period, Raider Mike Ferrara re-
grouped to add a third-period escape
and a takedown to pull a 3-2 victory
over Dillon Geoghagen at 140-lbs.
Bear Matt Loffa, who was second in
the county tournament last year, be-
gan with a double arm bar nearfall
then added a shrug takedown and two
wrist-and-half nearfalls to grab a 10-
1, majority decision over Mike Ridge
at 145-lbs.

After Bear Steve Margolin bull-
dogged him to the mat, Raider Trevor
Cannon followed his escape with a
quick takedown then added a third-
period escape, a takedown and a
nearfall to earn an 8-2 decision at 152-
lbs. In a wild, snaky bout, Raider Rob
Desiato outlasted Wayne Hanns, 15-
13 in overtime. Raider Brandon
Wergland received a forfeit at 171-lbs.

“Their good guys are great but their
middle of the lineup guys are good so
that makes it difficult for a team,”
said Raider Head Coach John Scholz.
“I’m happy with our kids. They left
everything on the mat. They were
aggressive. They battled to the end.”

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
189: — Elshiekh (B) p Sebalao, 1:58
215: — Travis Dilts (B) won forfeit
Hwt: — Boyden (B) p Blaes, 5:18
103: — Madonia (B) p Whitehouse, 3:37
112: — Ries (B) p Squire, 1:28
119: — Bundy (S) d Phillips, 6-4 OT
125: — Knapp (B) tf Gaines, 17-1, 3:50
130: — Bell (B) d Morrison, 3-1
135: — Lospinoso (B) p Gore, 1:33
140: — Ferrara (S) d Geoghegan, 3-2
145: — Loffa (B) md Ridge, 11-1
152: — Cannon (S) d Margolin, 8-2
160: — Desiato d Hanns, 15-13 OT
171: — Wergland (S) won forfeit

season, you are going to get the feel.
He’s a natural. He welcomes the com-
petition. Gaines is a tough kid. John
was looking forward to this match.
The bigger the match, the more John
gets up for it,” said coach Kurz.

At 135-lbs, Raider Danny Gore got
a single-leg takedown and added a
reversal to win a 4-1 decision over
Joe Panarese and at 140-lbs, Raider
Mike Ferrara was temporarily stunned
when he was taken down in the first
period by Blue Devil Sam Reichbach.
Ferrara added an escape and a slip-
through takedown in the second pe-
riod but Reichbach tied the score 3-3
with an escape early in the third pe-
riod. Ferrara later pulled off a slick
step-through takedown and caught
Reichbach using a body scissors to
record the fall in 5:59.

“The fact that he was able to get
that first takedown threw me off a
little bit because, throughout the year,
I have had confidence getting the first
takedown,” said Ferrara. “When I got
the last takedown, I tried to turn him
with my power half then I tried to
finish it with my legs.”

Raider Mike Ridge ended the final
bout abruptly, using a step-over
takedown to a Jacob’s hook to record
a 56-second fall over Wendell
Hammond at 145-lbs.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
112: — Squire (S) d Yingling, 2-0
119: — Bundy (S) d DeFreitas, 7-2
125: — Barber (W) p Mei, 0:51
130: — Barnes (W) p Gaines, 3:21
135: — Gore (S) d Panarese, 4-1
140: — Ferrara (S) p Reichbach, 5:59
145: — Ridge (S) p Wendell, 0:56
152: — Trevor Cannon (S) won forfeit
160: — Rob Desiato (S) won forfeit
171: — Brandon Wergland (S) won forfeit
189: — Joe Sebalao (S) won forfeit
215: — Brian Laspe (S) won forfeit
Hwt: — Joe Blaes (S) won forfeit
103: — Nowell Whitehouse (S) won forfeit

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TIGHTENING THE CRADLE…Bear Joe Lospinoso, ranked second in the state,
clamps the cradle and prepares for the pin in the 135-lb bout against the Raiders.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING TO THE FINAL LAPS IN THE DMR…Blue Devil Alex Tarlow, W, closes in on Raider Pat Doliber during the
anchor leg of the distance medley relay at the Union County relays. Tarlow kicked into high gear as the Blue Devils won the
event and the Raiders placed second.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO BREAK FREE…Blue Devil Nick DeFreitas, right, attempts
to break the grasp of Raider Tristan Bundy in the 119-lb bout. Bundy won, 7-2.
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Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2006

www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

 Direct Line 908-301-2015

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield . . . Buontempo Homes presents this luxury colonial w/11 RMS,
5 BR, 5 1/2 BTH in the Indian Forest area. This home offers approx 7400
sq.ft. inc finished lower level. Noteworthy features: MBR suire w/2 frplc,
2 story Great Rm with access to expansive deck & French drs to Sunroom.
Deluxe 20ft. KIT, butler’s pantry. Living & Dining Rm w/accented
ceilings, Library, guest suite, 3 CAR GRGE. $2,395,000 WSF0905

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January 20th • 24 Barchester Way

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2006
Platinum Level: 2003-2006        Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2006

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

OPEN HOUSE:
 Sunday, January 20th • 2-4pm

260 Prospect Street, Unit 6
Westfield . . . The ultimate in Chelmsford living!
Magnificent premiere unit, one of only 4, featuring
an entrance Foyer leading to a gracious airy
floorplan including a Living Room; Formal Dining
Room; large Kitchen with updated appliances plus
a Breakfast Room; Family Room w/fireplace with
sliding doors to a balcony; 2 Bedrooms including a
Master suite with walk in closet and private bath;
laundry and 2 car garage.  Great storage thru-out.
One floor living in an elevator building….truly a
must see!  $779,900.

OPEN HOUSE:
 Sunday, January 20th • 1-4pm

999 Chimney Ridge
Mountainside . . . Spacious 4 Bedroom 2 ½ bath
Center Hall Colonial on quiet street nestled on .4
an acre of property featuring a gracious entry Foyer;
Living Room w/fireplace; Formal Dining Room; Eat-
In Kitchen; Family Room; Recreation Room and 2
car attached Garage.  Many updates include the
heating and AC units; refinished hardwood floors;
painting and a brand new roof.  $735,000.

Niki Fry
• Top Sales & Top Volume Month of December
• Westfield Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Niki Fry
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Niki in, and she’ll bring results!

LONG BEACH ISLAND
•BUYING •SELLING •RENTALS

Top Producing Agent on LBI

Noreen Callahan
Personally Closed Over

22 Million in Sales in 2007

ncallahan25@hotmail.com

livingonlbi.com

(609) 709-0664

800-633-1140
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Jim O’Connor (www.njsportpics.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL OVER HIM…Derrick Caracter from Scotch Plains gets fouled as he
attempts to score against Rutgers. Caracter played 20 minutes, scored eight points
and blocked two shots in the 64-49, Louisville win over the Scarlet Knights.

HANGING WITH A STAR…Scotch Plains’ residents Kendall Fawcett, left, and
Avia Shadmi, right, flank U.S. National team women’s soccer star Heather
O’Reilly at a recent training session for the girls’ Jersey Knights soccer team.
Fawcett and Shadmi helped lead their U14 squad to the best record in the 21-team
JAGS league last fall. The Knights’ roster is comprised of players from Bridgewater,
Union, Edison, Rahway, East Brunswick, Princeton, Sayreville, Old Bridge and
Scotch Plains.

Blue Devil Keglers Get 7th
In C. Jersey Winter Classic

The Westfield High School bowl-
ing team tied for seventh place in the
63-team Central Jersey Winter Clas-
sic at the Brunswick Zone Carolier
Lanes in North Brunswick on Janu-
ary 12. The Blue Devils finished
with a 3,015 total pin count.

The Blue Devils were matched up
against Brick Memorial, the even-
tual winner and defending cham-
pion two of the last three years. In
the first game Brick shot a tourna-
ment high 1,175 to Westfield’s 1,053,
which was good for third place at the
time. Brick’s anchor bowler Frank
Haas rolled a 300 game. Eric Curialle
led the Blue Devils with a 245 game.
Jesse Embre shot 231, Matt Marcus
shot 211 and Brett Ettinger shot 206.

“It would have very easy to fold
under that kind of pressure”, said

Blue Devil Head Coach Mike Tirone.
Instead the Blue Devils stepped up

and continued to bowl well with a
1,040 second game to 952 by Brick.
Curialle again led with a 237 game.
Embre shot 221 and Marcus shot 211.

“We had cut the lead to 34 pins. It
would all come down to the final
game,” Tirone said.

As the lane conditions changed,
Westfield was slow to make the proper
adjustments and shot a 922 third game
as Brick shot 1,021 to win.

“One of our strongest points over
the years has been our ability to read
and adjust to the changing lane con-
ditions as the match progresses. We
were a bit complacent in that area
today and we paid the price. It will
serve us well in the next couple of
weeks”, said coach Tirone.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
Redefining Real Estate

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090    

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Coldwell Banker 

 217 EVERGREEN COURT, MOUNTAINSIDE

Pristine starter home perfect for entertaining boasting a formal Living Room with wood burning 
fireplace with classic wooden mantle, formal Dining Room, sparkling hardwood floors, new 
windows, newer roof, new furnace, abundant closet space and sunny Den.  Close proximity to 

downtown Westfield and NYC transportation.                                         Offered for $399,900 

This 4 bedroom Colonial on park like property is nestled in the heart of the Gardens.  This 
charmer boasts an updated eat-in Kitchen with white cabinetry, living room with wood burning 
fireplace and classic wooden mantle, parquet floors, finished Recroom, first floor Den with new 
windows and close proximity to downtown shopping, top ranked schools and NYC 

transportation.                                                                                           Offered for $699,000

Spacious and pristine Cape Cod home with the feel of a Colonial set on a level property on a 
quiet Mountainside street.  This fine home offers three bedrooms, a newer Eat-in Kitchen, 
screened porch and a sun filled Living Room underlain by hardwood floors and warmed by a 

wood burning fireplace with classic mantle.                                               Offered for $479,000 

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

561 BRADFORD AVENUE, WESTFIELD

512 EDGAR ROAD, WESTFIELD

SPF Raider Icemen Reach
Mid-Season Point, 4-6-2

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School ice hockey team reached its
season mid-point on January 12 and
stand at 4-4-2 in the Central Blue
Division and 4-6-2 overall in its jour-
ney to qualify for the state playoffs.
Making the playoffs would be a huge
step for the team in only its second
year of varsity competition, especially
after losing a big senior class to gradu-
ation.

The Raider first line, centered by
Jeremy Kaufman with wings Danny
Jones and Tyler Mattern have pro-
vided the majority of the scoring
punch. First year coach Matt Gualtieri
seems to have settled on a second line
of Josh Lieberman centering for wings
Mitch Facer and Adam Brous. At
Codey Arena in West Orange on Janu-
ary 11, Lieberman scored the team’s
only goal in a disappointing, 4-1 loss

to West Orange. But Lieberman
caught fire the next night, lighting up
J.P. Stevens for four goals in a 9-3 win
at the “little Rock” in Dunellen, (not
to be confused with the “big Rock”
Devils arena).

The defense is also starting to gel,
anchored by captain Alex Deduck
with Marty Anderson, Todd Wiener
and Terrence White making solid con-
tributions. Add in goalie Brian
Jascur’s sharp play and two-way
player Matt Rivera, and the Raiders
appear to have a good shot at improv-
ing on their first half record.

The Raiders face a big test against
second place South Brunswick to-
morrow January 18 at 9 p.m. at the
Union Sports Arena and with back-
to-back games the following week
against West Orange on January 22 at
8:30 p.m. at Warinanco Rink and on
January 23 against Livingston at 4:15
p.m. at Codey Arena.

The Raider hockey players also are
looking for support in their quest for
the playoffs by attending their An-
nual Gala Dinner on Friday, February
8, at the Westwood in Garwood. The
event is the main fundraiser for the
team, which does not receive any
funds from the school. Along with a
buffet dinner and music, there will be
silent auctions and gift basket raffles.
Tickets are $45 and can be obtained
by calling Mary Jackson at (908) 233-
2867 or Kim Rivera at (908) 789-
0296.

WF Icemen Collapse
Old Bridge Boys, 7-2
The Westfield High School ice

hockey team roared back from an
early deficit to beat Old Bridge HS,
7-2, on January 14, at Warinanco
Park Rink in Roselle. Senior Evan
Einstein led the balanced attack,
with three third-period assists, after
his late first-period goal had tied the
game at 1-1.

Early in the second period, sopho-
more Daniel Reyman’s shorthanded
goal made it 2-1, giving Westfield
the lead for good. Five minutes later,
sophomore Zander Mazlow scored
off a perfect feed from senior Jimmy
Bender, extending the lead to 3-1.

In the first minute of the third
period, on a power play, Old
Bridge’s Nick Ferraro closed the
gap to 3-2; but Junior Phil Cohn
scored twice in a six-minute span to
extend the Blue Devils’ cushion.
Later goals by senior Tony Szwarc
and freshman Nick Attanasio
pushed the game out of reach. Fresh-
man Henry O’Brien contributed two
assists.

This Classic Colonial brims with a beautifully orchestrated interior blending old-world 
charm with the best of today’s conveniences. A dazzling new gourmet kitchen and adjoin-
ing family room are the focal point of the first floor. A lovely master suite with updated 
bath, library with stone fireplace, 1st floor suite or playroom, rec room and a profession-
ally landscaped yard with bi-level deck, large enough for a pool, compose an unsurpassed 
venue.  Presented for $1,785,000. 

       Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
     908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
    NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2006

Come home to this enchanting Colonial that boasts an idyllic blend of traditional details,  
modern amenities, elegance and comfort. Highlights include a spacious family room addi-
tion with built-ins and an updated granite-accented kitchen with breakfast bar. There are 
five bedrooms including a lovely master suite and a guest suite. An office, a rec room, 
sauna, climate controlled wine cellar and beautiful grounds with a two-tiered patio en-
hance the allure of this marvelous setting. Presented for $1,595,000.   

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Two of Wychwood’s Finest Homes 
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FSPY Boys Red Team Falls
To Western Monmouth ‘Y’

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”
(FSPY) boys Red swim was defeated
by the Western Monmouth “Y” boys,
bringing their record to 2-2. Many
FSPY boys had swim times that quali-
fied them for the YMCA Silver Cham-
pionship State meet later in the year.

Individual Medley: 10U Nick
Giardiello took third. Sam Bebout
(11-12) placed second. Keith
Monteiro (13-14) and Ryan Walker
(15-18) finished first. All three were
Silver-qualifying swims. Walker had
previously qualified with a YMCA
Gold time in the event.

Freestyle: Tyler Daniskas, Brody
Rash and Christian Buren swept in
the 8U 25-yard race. (9-10) Nolan
Kearns won the 50-free. In the 100-
free, Ryan McKenna (13-14) and
Evan Paulan (15-18) finished second
with Silver qualifying times and Pe-
ter Weigel (15-18) also secured a Sil-
ver time in the event.

Breaststroke: 8Us Rash and
Daniskas had a 1-2 finish. (9-10s)
Isaiah Thompson finished second with
a Silver time and Kearns finished
third. Matt Giardiello (11-12) and
Paulan (15-18) both took firsts with
Silver times.

Backstroke: 8Us Daniskas and
Rash touched 1-2 in the 25-back.
Kevin Fleck (9-10) took second and
Silver times were notched by 11-12
M. Giardiello (1st) and Peter
Tomljanovic in the 50-back. (13-14)
McKenna and (15-18) Walker (first)
secured more Silver.

Butterfly: Rash (8U) touched first
as did Declan Murphy (9-10) with a
Silver time. (11-12s) Bebout finished
second with a Silver time and Alex
Favreau placed third. Monteiro (13-
14) and Peter Weigel (15-18) finished
first with Silver cut times.

In the 200 free relays, (9-10s) N.
Giardiello, Kearns, Fleck and Murphy
won.

FUTSAL CHAMPIONS…The WFC Pele won the New Jersey State Futsal
Championship. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Miguel Alves, Leo Ohaus
and Sean Tracey; back row, Danny Kuhn, Joe Ohaus, Peter Zecca, Sam Ohaus
and Thomas Randazzo.

Westfield Y B Swim Boys Top
Ocean County Y Swimmers
The Westfield Y boys B swim team

defeated the Ocean County Y team on
January 5.

8U – Kevin Wang placed first in the
25-breast and 25-fly. Hunter Casazza
touched first in the 25-free and third
in the 25-fly. Joseph Chen finished
first in the 25-back and third in the
25-free. Matthew Harris finished third
in the 25-breast and 25-back. Jack
Cifelli (25-breast) and Brady Siegel
(25-fly) took second. Siegel, Chen,
Jack Edmondson and Casazza won
the 100-free relay.

9-10 – Stefan Crigler won the
100IM and 50-breast. Lucas Fan fin-
ished first in the 50-fly and second in

the 100IM. Tomasso Wagner touched
first in the 50-free and second in the
50-back. Austin Kreusser placed first
in the 50-back and second in the 50-
breast. Nick Cannone (50-free) and
Erik Swanson (50-fly) placed sec-
ond. Wagner, Erik Swanson, Fan and
Kreusser won the 200-free relay.

11-12 – Tommy Pyle won the 50-
free and 50-fly, as did Connor Moore
in the 100IM and 50-back. Mark
Trinkle won the 50-breast. Sean
Beattie finished second in the 50-
breast and 50-back. Alec Penn fin-
ished second in the 50-fly. Ryan Tho-
mas touched second in the 100IM.
Moore, Penn, Thomas and Pyle won
the 200-free relay.

13-14 – Nicandro Donadio won the
100-breast and took second in the
200IM. Sean Clark won the 100-free,
as did Matt Trinkle in the 100-fly.
Tim York touched second in the 100-
back. Donadio, Robert Lockatell,
Trinkle and Clark won the 200-free
relay.

15-18 – Colin Terwelp won the
200IM and 100-back. Nick Gilligan
won the 100-breast and 100-fly. An-
drew Cordeiro won the 100-breast
and took second in the 100-back.
Justin Lo, Cordeiro, Gilligan and
Terwelp won the 200-free relay.

FAST START IN HOOPS…St. Bartholomew Academy’s (SBA) girls and goys
basketball teams are enjoying a fast start to the 2007-2008 season. The girls,
comprised of 7th and 8th graders, are 2-1. The varsity boys (grades 7 and 8) and
the 6th grade JV boys are both 6-0, while the 5th grade JV boys are 3-0.Tripleheader Features NJ’s

Top HS Boys’ Hoops Teams
ELIZABETH – For the 14th year

in a row, New Jersey’s best high
school basketball teams will battle
for ranking and improved conditions
for local homeless people during the
annual “Elizabeth Coalition to House
the Homeless Basketball Classic”
on Saturday, January 26, at the Dunn
Arena in Elizabeth.

In addition to great basketball, the
evening features raffles for tickets to
see the Nets at the Meadowlands and
Seton Hall men’s basketball at the
new Prudential Arena, as well as for
a gift certificate to Jersey Gardens
Mall.

This year, the classic high school
tripleheader will be played begin-
ning at 5 p.m.: The 5 p.m. game
features St. Mary’s High School of
Elizabeth versus Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. The 6:45 p.m.
game pits Elizabeth High School
against Immaculata High School.
The 8:15 p.m. game places reigning
State Tournament of Champions
winner St. Patrick’s High School of
Elizabeth versus St. Joseph Regional
High School, a Bergen County pow-
erhouse

Tickets are $12 for adults and $8
for students. Tickets are available at
participating schools and at B.B.
Miller, 283 North Broad St., Eliza-
beth. For ticket information, please
call (908) 352-7300. If not sold out,
tickets will be available at the door
of the Dunn Arena on the day of the
game.

Proceeds from the tripleheader
benefit the Elizabeth Coalition to

House the Homeless, one of the first
agencies to work with homeless
people in the State of New Jersey.

The Elizabeth Coalition to House
the Homeless, since its inception in
1981, has been in the forefront of
responding to the needs of homeless
families and individuals in Union
County. The Coalition has helped
thousands of local homeless people
– working families, families on un-
employment, children, and those re-
tired or disabled. The Basketball
Classic, the major fundraiser for this
frontline organization, brings to-
gether corporate sponsors, local busi-
nesses, and individual fans of high
school basketball as well as top
ranked teams in New Jersey to raise
the consciousness of the homeless
issue, and to assist those in need of
shelter and food.

Nathaniel Roe

Local Athlete to Play
In All-America Tourney

Nathaniel Roe of Scotch Plains,
who attends Seton Hall Prep, was
recently selected to participate in
the Under Armour Pre-Season All-
America Tournament. Roe’s selec-
tion was based on his performances
at the Team One Showcase in Tren-
ton and at the Dodgertown World
Series at Vero Feach, Fla.

The tournament featured the top
high school players in a 16-team
wood bat tournament. Teams were
broken up by region. The event
took place from January 11 to 13 in
Tucson, AZ.

Klimowicz Helps TCNJ
Tip Elizabethtown, 72-64

The College of New Jersey (TCNJ)
junior center Hillary Klimowicz
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood) added her
11th double-double of the season in a
72-64 win over Elizabethtown Col-
lege as she racked up 20 points with a
team and game-high 14 rebounds on
January 14. Klimowicz had 12 sec-
ond-half points with seven rebounds
in each half and a pair of blocks.

WFC Pele Win Futsal
State Championship
Local boys Danny Kuhn, Joe

Ohaus, Leo Ohaus, Sam Ohaus,
Peter Zecca, Thomas Randazzo,
Sean Tracey from Westfield and
Miguel Alves from Newark play-
ing for WFC Pele won the 2008
New Jersey State Futsal Champi-
onship. The tournament was held
on January 6 at Rider University.

During the event WFC Pele went
undefeated, winning five games
and scoring 37 goals, while con-
ceding 14 goals. WFC Pele de-
feated the two-time defending state
champions, 5-4, to capture the title.
The win gave WFC Pele an auto-
matic bid to the North East Re-
gional Futsal Championships to
be held in Foxborough Mass. on
February 16-18.

Softball Ump Classes
Begin February 19

Men and women who enjoy the
game of softball can earn extra money
in their spare time by becoming cer-
tified Amateur Softball Association
softball umpires. The Greater Union
County ASA Softball Umpires Asso-
ciation, in cooperation with the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the Union County Department of
Parks and Community Renewal, will
conduct its annual softball umpires
training program beginning Tuesday,
February 19.

The training classes will take place
from 7 to 9 p.m. on Tuesday eve-
nings from February 19 through
March 25 at the Union County Ad-
ministration Building in Elizabeth.
The cost of this six-week umpiring
course is $125. Classes are open to
men and women, 18-years of age
and older, who are interested in um-
piring softball games.

For more information and registra-
tion details, please call the Union
County, New Jersey, Amateur Soft-
ball Association office of Keith
Benovengo at (908) 313-0983, e-mail:
commissioner@asasoftballucnj.org;
or Bill Smith at (908) 259-0154, e-
mail: willsmith43@comcast.net; or
you can log on to:
www.asasoftballucnj.org.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Westfield

Westfield

Scotch Plains
Charming, spacious colonial.  Large living room with
fireplace, spacious updated eat-in kitchen, hardwood floors
& more.  WSF1012

Delightful 4 bedroom colonial with many updates.
Furnace & roof updated in 2005, kitchen & main bath &
porch in 2004.  WSF0835

New Custom home for 2008 completion.  Over 4000 sq.
ft.  State of the art kitchens and baths.  Near all Westfield
amenities.  WSF0743

4/5 bedroom expanded ranch.  Master suite with office, up-
dated kitchen, 3.1 baths, family room.  Almost an acre on cul
de sac.  WSF0999

Cranford

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

$699,900

$650,000 $1,829,000

$835,000 Westfield
Lots of updates.  Move right in.  Updated kitchen, win-
dows, boiler, newer baths, hardwood floors, 4 bedrooms,
2 baths & more.  WSF0805

$599,900

Mountainside
Spectacular contemporary located at the top of a ridge with
NYC views.  Oversize lot, incredible 2-story living room.
WSF0900

$899,900

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.
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Learn about Lenape Culture
At Trailside on January 25

CLUB MEMBER HONORED…The Woman’s Club of Westfield congratulated
its president, Dolores Geisow, left, on having been recognized as an honored hero
by the Arthritis Foundation of Northern New Jersey following the foundation’s
annual Jingle Bell Run Fundraiser held recently in Metuchen. Mrs. Geisow has
successfully battled rheumatoid arthritis for many years. Pictured at right is
Woman’s Club Vice President Anne Galante.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will offer a lecture for adults, ages 18
and older, on Lenape culture at
Trailside Nature and Science Center
on Friday, January 25, from 7 to 8
p.m.

The Lenape, or “original people,”
occupied the lands of New Jersey,
South Eastern New York, Eastern
Pennsylvania and Northern Delaware
for more than 10,000 years before
European colonization. Their lifestyle
was simple yet comfortable and in
harmony with the environment.

“The Lenape knew how to survive
on this land, before the colonists ar-
rived,” said Freeholder Bette Jane

Kowalski, liaison to the Cultural and
Heritage Programs Advisory Board.
“It is of great interest to all of us to
learn of their knowledge, skills and
arts.”

This lecture will present a variety
of authentic artifacts, crafts and
clothing to explain Lenape daily life,
beliefs, history and creative
expression. Beverly Friend of the
Lenape culture will lead this
presentation in authentic dress.

The program is made possible in
part by funding from the New Jersey
Council for the Humanities. There is
no fee, but donations are requested.
Space is limited and pre-registration
is required. Light refreshments will
be served. Doors will open 15 minutes
prior to the program.

For additional information on this
workshop or for a complete brochure
on Trailside’s adult workshops and
other special events for the winter
season, call (908) 789-3670 or visit
ucnj.org/trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside and is a ser-
vice of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The recre-
ation department wil  sponsor soft-
ball programs for children 5 years old
through grade 8. Children in third to
fifth grade play in the Junior Divi-
sion, and those in sixth to eighth
grade compete in the Senior Divi-
sion. Practices begin in March and
games begin in April.

The fee is $55 per child for the
Junior Division and $65 per child for
the Senior Division.

Children in first to second grade
attend instructional clinics on Satur-
day mornings in April and May. Reg-
istration is $30 per child.

Children who are 5 years old, or
who will be 5 years old by Thursday,
May 1,  can participate in Koosh Kids,
a four-session introduction to the skills
of throwing, catching, batting and run-
ning. The sessions take place on Satur-
day mornings beginning in April. Reg-
istration is $20 per child.

Registration for all softball pro-
grams begins on February 1 at the
recreation department in Borough
Hall, 1385 Route 22, East,

Mountainside Softball to Hold
Registration on February 1

GW Announces Holiday
Decorating Winners

GARWOOD – The Celebrations
Committee has announced the results
for the 2007 Garwood Holiday Home
Decorating Contest.

The contest consisted of two judged
categories: best decorated home and
grounds, which was awarded to three
homes this year, and the “Chevy Chase
Award,” given to the home judged to
have the most holiday lights.

Winners from the first category
were as follows: 1st place-545 Lo-
cust Avenue, 2nd place-347 Myrtle
Avenue and 3rd place-345 2nd Av-
enue. The “Chevy Chase Award” went
to 315 Hickory Avenue.

Each winning home received a gift
certificate.

The Celebrations Committee of
Garwood is a mayoral-appointed vol-
unteer group that organizes annual
public activities such as the Easter
egg hunt, Memorial Day service, holi-
day tree lighting, plus other func-
tions. Anyone interested is asked to
call  Garwood Borough Hall at (908)
789-0710.

WHS Class of ’58
To Hold 50th Reunion
WESTFIELD – Westfield High

School Class of 1958 will hold its
50th reunion the weekend of October
3 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Clark.
Drude Sparre Roessler and Susan
Ruckert Owens are co-chairing the
events and are actively seeking any
and all classmates.

The weekend will kick off on Fri-
day, October 3, with a casual cocktail
reception. There will be a tour of the
high school Saturday morning, Octo-
ber 4, if SAT testing allows, followed
by a home football game against
Union that afternoon. A banquet buf-
fet will be held Saturday night with a
DJ for dancing and a surprise guest or
two. The weekend will conclude with
a brunch on Sunday morning.

Optional golf and a trip to the Jer-
sey shore can also be arranged fol-
lowing the weekend festivities.

Anyone knowing the whereabouts of
members of the class of 1958 is asked to
contact  Drude Roessler at (908) 233-
0030 or  drudesr@comcast.net.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

MEETING DATES FOR 2008

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Planning Board wishes to advise the pub-
lic of its meeting dates.  Meetings at which
formal action will be taken are on the first
Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. unless
otherwise stipulated, and are held at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey in the Council
Chambers on the following dates:

January 9, 2008*
February 4, 2008

March 3, 2008
April 7, 2008
May 5, 2008
June 2, 2008
July 7, 2008

August 4, 2008
September 4, 2008*

October 6, 2008
November 3, 2008*
December 1, 2008
January 8, 2009*
February 2, 2009

The Board will also meet at 7:00 p.m. on
the above meeting dates in the Mayor’s
Conference Room for a work session in
which the public may attend but may not
participate.

Please note the regular Planning Board
meeting for the month of January 2008 will
be held on Wednesday on the above date
and will be held at the same time and
place. Planning Board meetings for Sep-
tember, and November 2008 will be held
on Thursday on the above dates and will
start the same time and place.

Applications and plans to be considered
at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Planning Board,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey and may be seen Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kenneth B. Marsh, Secretary
Westfield Planning Board

1 T - 1/17/08, The Leader Fee: $42.33

Mountainside. A special registration
will be held at Deerfield School, 302
Central Avenue, on Saturday,  Febru-
ary 2, from 9 to 11 a.m. After Febru-
ary 15, a $15 late fee is charged if
space is available.

For more information, call (908) 232-
0015. To download registration forms
in advance, visit mountainside-nj.com.

GW Rec. Announces
Basketball Clinic

GARWOOD – Registration is
now underway for Garwood
Recreation’s winter 2008 basket-
ball clinic.

The clinic is open to girls and boys
in the first and second grades and
will be held on January  24, and 31
and February 7, 21 and 28 at Lincoln
School. Each child should bring his
or her  own basketball and water.

One permission form should be
submitted per player. All registration
forms must be mailed to Borough
Hall, 403 South Avenue,  Garwood,
N.J., 07027 Attention: Kathleen
Pender, recreation director.

Please call the recreation hotline
with any questions or weather in-
quiries at (908) 418-7649.

Toastmasters Invite All to Local Meetings
WESTFIELD – Toastmasters of Westfield, a club that helps people to

practice and improve their public speaking skills in a relaxed and supportive
environment, welcomes all to attend its meetings. The club meets on the first,
second and fourth Thursdays of every month from 7:45 to 9:30 p.m. at
Sunrise Assisted Living, located at 240 Springfield Avenue in Westfield. For
more details, visit toastmasters.org or call (908) 277-1913.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Patricia & Amy in,
and they’ll bring results!

Patricia
O’Connor

Call For
More Information!

WESTFIELD . . . Welcome to a home where old world charm and modern amenities
combine seamlessly.  This captivating 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Colonial home has a beautiful
kitchen with a farm sink, stainless steel appliances and subway tile, new bathrooms,
gleaming hardwood floors throughout, crown molding and central air.  Enjoy the
professionally landscaped yard from a 2-tiered deck.  Set on a tranquil tree-lined street,
yet moments from school, shops, parks and transportation.  This home is the perfect
choice to call home . . . make it yours today.  $669,000  (052111748)

COLONIAL

Amy
Erasmus

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Patricia in,
and she’ll bring results!

Patricia O’Connor

Call For
More Information!

WESTFIELD . . . Elegant Victorian built in 2006 boasting quality architectural design and amenities
combined with a light infused floor plan.  Coffered ceilings, deluxe millwork, gourmet kitchen with granite,
custom wood cabinets, center island, Viking & Bosch appliances and sliders to paver patio.  6 generous sized
bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, 3rd floor balcony, mahogany front porch and a fully fenced-in yard.  Set on a professionally
landscaped lot just moments from schools, town and transportation.  $1,150,000  (052111798)

VICTORIAN
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, January 15,
2008 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE PERMIT-
TING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY APRIL 13, 2008 IN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS

Purpose:  To allow any charitable orga-
nization to conduct games of chance (raffle)
on Sunday, April 13, 2008 in the Township
provided that appropriate steps are taken
to secure a license for said raffle.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, January 29, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/17/08, The Times Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-13109-07
FILE NO: 57235-4

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
SARAH GREEN, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES, AND
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST;
LEROY GREEN

YOU ARE HEREBY summoned and
required to serve upon the Law Offices of
Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, whose
address is 660 New Road, Suite 1-A,
Northfield, New Jersey 08225, an answer
to the Complaint and Amendment to Com-
plaint filed in a civil action in which Eric
Smith is plaintiff and Lulu Belle Armstrong
a/k/a Lula Belle Armstrong, et al. are de-
fendants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, within 35 days after January
17, 2008, exclusive of such date. If you fail
to do so, judgment by default may be
rendered against you for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint and Amend-
ment to Complaint. You shall file your
answer and proof of service in duplicate
with the Clerk of the Superior Court,
Hughes Justice Complex, CN-971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey, 08625, in accordance
with the rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure. You are further advised that if you
are unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the New Jersey State
Bar Association or Lawyer Referral Ser-
vice of the county of venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the county of venue. The names and tele-
phone numbers of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service: (908)
353-4715. Legal Service:  (908) 354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing Tax Sale Certifi-
cate #95-11 dated December 14, 1995
made by Thomas J. Grady, Collector of
Taxes of the Township of Cranford, County
of Union, and State of New Jersey, to Eric
Smith and covers real estate located at 4
McClellan Street in the Township of
Cranford, County of Union and State of
New Jersey, known as Lot 3, Block 599, as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of Township of Cranford.

YOU, SARAH GREEN, are made a de-
fendant in the above entitled action be-
cause you are one of the record owners of
the property being foreclosed.

YOU, HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES OF SARAH
GREEN, AND THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST, AND EACH of you are made
defendants in the above entitled action
because plaintiff is uncertain whether Sa-
rah Green is living. Therefore, plaintiff
joined Sarah Green, her heirs, devisees
and personal representatives, and their or
any of their successors in right, title and
interest as party defendants.

YOU, LEROY GREEN, are made a de-
fendant in the above entitled action be-
cause you are the spouse of Sarah Green.

The nature of which and the reason that
you and each of you are joined as defen-
dants is set forth with particularity in the
Complaint and Amendment to Complaint,
a copy of which will be furnished you on
request addressed to the attorneys of the
plaintiff at the above mentioned address.
DATED: January 17, 2008

THEODORE J. FETTER, CLERK
Superior Court of New Jersey

GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
Attorneys At Law
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
1 T - 1/17/08, The Leader Fee: $79.56

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACTS
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Frederick T. Danser
III, Esq. 25 Independence Boulevard,
Liberty Corner, New Jersey 07938

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services of
a consultant and negotiator in connection
with collective bargaining between the
Town and its employee representation
organizations.

DURATION: January 1, 2008 through
December 31, 2008

AMOUNT: $20,000.

CONTRACTOR: Apruzzese
McDermott Mastro & Murphy, 25 Inde-
pendence Boulevard, Liberty Corner,
New Jersey 07938

NATURE OF SERVICES:  Retained to
provide the professional legal services in
furtherance and in conjunction with the
duties of Labor Counsel.

DURATION:  January 1, 2008 through
December 31, 2008

AMOUNT:  Not to exceed $50,000.

CONTRACTOR: Suplee, Clooney &
Company, 308 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
perform the statutory annual audit of the
accounts, annual audit of Federal and
State Programs, the Review Report on the
Town of Westfield Deferred Compensa-
tion Plan, and preparation of the Market
Disclosure Report.

DURATION: January 1, 2008 through
December 31, 2008

AMOUNT: $61,550.

CONTRACTOR: Sonnenschein, Nath
& Rosenthal LLP, 101 JFK Parkway,
Short Hills, New Jersey 07078

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services in
furtherance of and in conjunction with the
duties of the Town Attorney.

DURATION: January 1, 2008 through
December 31, 2008.

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $140,000.

THE RESOLUTIONS AND CON-
TRACTS FOR ALL OF THE ABOVE ARE
ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN
CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 1/17/08, The Leader Fee: $47.94

Support for Needy
Helps All-Year-Round
On behalf of the needy families and the

children from the Emmanuel Cancer
Foundation in our communities, I want to
thank so many for their generous support
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Social Ser-
vice “Wish Tree” program this holiday
season

Thank you to residents, officials and
businesses of Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Westfield and Plainfield.

Thank you also to the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Assoc.; Ameri-
can Legion Post 209; Scotch Plains Li-
brary Director Meg Kolaya and employ-
ees; Fanwood Library Director Dan Weiss
and employees; Scotch Plains Recreation
Director Ray Poerio and staff; Steven,
Jana, Yvette, Scotty and Stiven; Scotch
Plains-Fanwood YMCA; Mattress Fac-
tory; Curves in Plainfield; Scotch Plains
Post office employees; gentlemen work-
ing on the reconstruction of Scotch Plains
Town Hall for their kindness; Pam Brooks,
Lynn Payne, Amy Davies, Janet Kestner,
Joan Donovan and daughter Joan
Donovan; Martin and Stephanie Cox and
the Plainfield Senior Center; Mike Ross,
Scotch Plains tax assessor, for use of his
office; my husband, Jim Davis; and my
mom for her patience and support of the
“wish tree” program

If I have missed anyone, I apologize.
Without the support of so many, the “wish
tree” program would not be as successful
as it has been for so many years. The
kindness and caring of those in and some-
times out of our communities continues
to enable us to brighten the holiday for so
many children. We are eternally grateful
for all the support we receive for the
needy in our communities, not just during
the holidays but also all-year-round.

Marie Davis
Scotch Plains

Rec. Dept., WACC Thank Community,
Volunteers for Successful Family Night

The Westfield Recreation Department
(WRD) and the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce (WACC) would like to
thank the community, volunteers and
sponsors for making the Second-Annual
Family Night a huge and safe success.

More than 600 adults and children from
the community enjoyed the event. The
WRD, WACC and dedicated volunteers
collaborated to operate this wonderful
event safely and smoothly.

The event was successful thanks to all
of our sponsors. The Westfield Optimist
Club came through as Family Night’s
“Top Hat” event sponsor. The activity
sponsors for the evening included Cuccaro
Landscaping, Century 21 Taylor and

Love, Inc., Westfield PBA Local 90, Jeff
Brandes of Protuff, Always Home Drop-
In Daycare, Needle Point Homes and the
RWJ Rahway Fitness and Wellness Cen-
ter. Friends of Family Night included
Abrakadoodle Art, MRB, The Brick Oven
and The Party Stop-Costume Corner.

Special thanks to the volunteers for
their hours of dedication the night of the
event: Diana Bruder, Pat Gray, Marty
Horn, Betty Riker, Fred Defazio, Alexi
Kuska, Kelly Gray, Meg Anderson, Mike
Walsh, Neil and Anne Grote, Hans and
Vicki Winberg and Jane Hoffman. They
made this community project a success.
We are also grateful for the Town of
Westfield’s Department of Public Works
and Paul Rios of the Westfield Armory
for their tremendous support in making
the event possible.

These organizations and the many com-
munity members who volunteered are to
be commended for their efforts and dedi-
cation. We are looking forward to the
Third Annual “Family Night” New Year’s
celebration. Thank you and have a happy
and prosperous 2008.

Traci Kastner, WRD
Naomi McElynn, WACC

Tiny Tim Fund Lauds
Community Support
The members of the Scotch Plains

Fanwood Tiny Tim Fund want to thank
all those who participated in our annual
Caroling Night on December 5. Thanks
to the involvement of several groups of
parents and elementary-school children,
as well as groups of middle-school and
high-school students, this was the most
successful fundraiser we have ever had.

Tiny Tim Fund is a non-profit organi-
zation operated exclusively for the chari-
table purpose of providing financial as-
sistance for medically needy children in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood. Anyone may
make a referral by writing to: The Tiny
Tim Fund, Inc., P.O. Box 181, Fanwood,
N.J. 07023.

Special thanks are extended to Tom
Britt, proprietor of the Stage House Inn
and Tavern, who graciously invited us to
use the restaurant as the drop-off site for
the canisters. He and his staff provided
delicious refreshments and arranged for
the carolers to sing throughout the restau-
rant to the delight of many patrons. All
who participated agreed that this was a
valuable experience.

The members of the fund extend our
best wishes for a happy, healthy 2008 and
in the words of Tiny Tim, “God Bless Us
Everyone.”

Barbara Anilo, President
Fanwood

Juanita Allen Thanks Westfield for Its
Outpouring of Support to Craig, Sr.

On January 10, those who knew Craig
J. Allen, Sr. (The Master Blaster) showed
an outpouring of love at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield. This thank
you is from his family, personally ex-
pressing our deepest love and apprecia-
tion to Pastor Ronald Allen, who was
with me from the first telephone call to
now, to Pastor Carll of the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield, who
showed us Christian love by opening his
house of worship, to Gary Moore (Vice
President of the Westfield P.B.A.,) guid-
ing me in what I needed to do and feeding
me, to the Westfield Police Department
with much, much support (I know Craig
was proud of the honor guard for he loved
protocol).

Thank you to the Plinton-Curry Fu-

neral Home in Westfield for their profes-
sional take-charge, hands-on business eth-
ics. They made me know I am now part of
their family, and we appreciate all they
did that I didn’t have to think about.
Thank you to the Elks Lodge 400 of
Westfield, my heart was touched.

To the many friends Craig had, thank
you for coming to see him. I have no way
of sending you a note but please accept
this as my personal thank you. I’m sure
you know Craig was very pleased you
were there. Craig’s remains are at Fairview
Cemetery, where he wanted to be. He
loved his Westfield. His beloved Marines
were there to salute him, and I know he is
saying, “All is well.”

Juanita C. Allen
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
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More Government News
CONTINUED FROM PAGES 2-3

Governor Signs Legislation
Providing New MVC Fees

New Jersey Transit Opens
Wayne/Route 23 Center

NEWARK – NJ Transit Executive
Director Richard Sarles joined As-
semblyman Scott Rumana (LD-40)
and new Wayne Mayor Christopher
Vergano last week to celebrate the
opening of the new Wayne/Route 23
Transit Center (W23TC), which will
offer greater public transportation
flexibility and more convenience to
commuters along routes 23 and 46
and Interstate 80.

“We are pleased to have worked
with NJ Transit on the W23TC, which
will ensure the long-term availabil-
ity of parking for Wayne residents
and area commuters along this
heavily-traveled corridor,” said As-
semblyman and former Wayne
Mayor Rumana.

Mayor Vergano said his commu-
nity welcomed the addition and was
excited that it would “serve as a model
of intermodalism for the state.”

The intermodal facility — which
offers express bus, local bus and train
service — opened to bus commuters
last Saturday, with rail service begin-
ning this past Monday.

“This project brings two modes of
transit service to one location, offer-
ing improved access to public trans-
portation for both bus and rail cus-
tomers,” said Transportation Com-
missioner and NJ Transit Board Chair-
man Kris Kolluri.

The new facility will also provide
more than 1,000 parking spaces,
heated shelters and bus service seven
days a week.

NJ Transit has created a new bus
route — the W23TC-New York Ex-
press line — to provide frequent ex-
press service between the new facil-
ity and the Port Authority Bus Termi-
nal in midtown Manhattan.

The Transit Center will also be
served by the 194 Newfoundland-
New York route and the new 198
William Paterson University-New

York route (weekends only). Local
service will be offered on the 75 But-
ler-Newark line (weekday peak peri-
ods only) and the 748 Paterson-
Willowbrook line (Monday through
Saturday).

On weekdays the W23TC will be
served by trains on the Montclair-
Boonton Line, offering customers a
new level of travel flexibility with 22
trains per day — eight inbound to
Hoboken and 14 outbound. (Moun-
tain View Station will remain open.)

Portions of the Mothers Park and
Ride (located one mile north of the
new facility) will remain open with
weekday-only bus service and new
hours of operation. Effective Mon-
day, January 14, the new hours for
New York bus departures are 7:30 to
9:30 a.m. Return service to Mothers
is available throughout the day via
the 194 and 324 lines.

With the opening of the new
W23TC, the Willowbrook Park and
Ride also will become a weekday-
only operation. The Willowbrook
Shoppers’ Stop will continue to be
served seven days a week.

“Projects like the W23TC are key
to ensuring the mobility of the region,
offering commuters easy access to
transportation options and the ability
to leave their cars behind,” said Susan
Bass Levin, deputy executive direc-
tor of the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey, which helped fund
the project.

In September 2006, the NJ Transit
Board of Directors awarded a $16.3
million contract to J.H. Reid General
Contractor of South Plainfield for
construction of the facility, which
includes an ADA-accessible high-
level train platform, bus-boarding
areas and a 1,000-space surface park-
ing lot. The project also included
equipping the facility with canopies
and heated waiting areas for passen-
ger comfort, as well as passenger
information displays.

Located on a 10-acre parcel at the
West Belt Road Interchange near the
intersection of routes 23, 46 and In-
terstate 80, the new W23TC is di-
rectly accessible from Route 23,
eliminating the need for commuters
to use local roads.

TRENTON – Hailing Monday’s
signing of its MVC Forward legisla-
tion as a demonstration of the Motor
Vehicle Commission’s (MVC) com-
mitment to serving New Jersey citi-
zens, MVC chief administrator Sharon
Harrington highlighted the
organization’s changes and promised
to sustain its efforts to enhance secu-
rity, service and safety.

Ms. Harrington also praised Gover-
nor Jon Corzine and the State Legisla-
ture for providing the MVC with a
stable funding source, which will al-
low the MVC to continue its progress
in becoming a model for excellence in
motor vehicle services.

“Today the New Jersey Motor Ve-
hicle Commission (MVC) has taken a
great stride to ensuring the continued
success of the organization,” Ms.
Harrington said. “Over the last four
years, our customers have experienced
the transformation of a once-dreaded
DMV into an agency that more effec-
tively and efficiently addresses their
motor-vehicle needs. MVC Forward
helps to cement that positive progress.”

The legislation was crafted from a
number of legislative priorities iden-
tified in the MVC Forward: Strate-
gies for Excellence report that was
released by the Motor Vehicle Com-
mission board in September 2007.
One of the highest priorities identi-
fied was the need to maintain various
security measures taken over the last
four years.

“Since our creation, security has
always been the MVC’s number one
priority – the continuation of the $7
security fee will allow us to stay on

the cutting edge of security – both in
our agencies and with our documents,”
Ms. Harrington said.

Created in 2003 by the Motor Ve-
hicle Security and Customer Service
Act, the MVC has made much
progress in creating a secure and effi-
cient state agency. The latest legisla-
tion guarantees continued success by
providing a sustainable and stable
funding source. By granting the MVC
board the ability to adjust certain fees
to reflect the costs of doing business,
the MVC can ensure that taxpayers
are not subsidizing other areas of the
MVC’s business.

Other measures in the legislation
will provide the MVC the ability to
investigate additional points of ser-
vice in the future. By requiring one
agency per county, the MVC can look
to utilize emerging technologies to
partner with other government agen-
cies or businesses in providing MVC
services at alternate locations, Ms.
Harrington said.

In addition to security and service
measures, the legislation also helps
the MVC to strengthen its partner-
ship with the vehicle dealer industry
and increase efficiencies in its ser-
vice. Dealer license renewals, which
occurred statewide each March, cre-
ating an uneven workload, may now
be staggered to avoid potential back-
logs, Ms. Harrington said. The li-
censing period may also be extended
from one year to two years.

“The legislation also eliminates the
draconian, one-size-fits-all license
suspension for dealerships with ad-
ministrative violations. The MVC
now has the ability to administer more
appropriate financial penalties for
minor infractions,” according to a
MVC press release.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

DWC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 2008

Be advised that the Downtown Westfield
Corporation will meet at the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) office at 105
Elm Street, Lower Level on the following
days and times in the year:

Annual DWC Reorganization Meeting
January 28, 2008 at 7:30 pm

Annual Re-organization Meeting

BOARD MEETINGS
All meetings are at 7:30 pm:

February 25, 2008
March 24, 2008
April 28, 2008
May 19, 2008
June 23, 2008
July 28, 2008

August 25, 2008
September 22, 2008

October 27, 2008
November 17, 2008
December 22, 2008

Sherry Cronin
Executive Director

1 T - 1/17/08, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on January
9, 2008 adopted the following:

WHEREAS, the Westfield Planning
Board has a need for a Planning Board
Consultant to assist in certain matters
related to the business before the Board;,
and

WHEREAS, Judith A. Thornton, P.P.,
A.I.C.P., former Westfield Town Planner
has agreed to provide such professional
planning assistance for the calendar year
2008 on an hourly basis in accordance
with the attached proposal dated Decem-
ber 20, 2007;  and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid planning as-
sistance provided by Ms. Thornton is nec-
essary for her to complete certain tasks
initiated while she was Town Planner.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,
that a Contract for Planning Board Con-
sultant services be awarded to Judith A.
Thornton, P.P., A.I.C.P., 155 Philhower
Road, Califon, New Jersey in an amount
not to exceed $5,000 for calendar year
2008; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that
should Ms. Thornton become unavailable,
the Board shall seek proposals from other
professional planners to provide the afore-
said professional planning services; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the
proper Town Officials be authorized to
take whatever action is appropriate in the
Administration and discharge of this Con-
tract.

Kenneth B. Marsh, Secretary
Westfield Planning Board

1 T - 1/17/08, The Leader Fee: $34.68

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

BE ADVISED that the following meeting
previously advertised in compliance with
the notice provisions of the Open Public
Meetings Act, NJSA 10:4-6 et seq.,is can-
celed:

Historic Preservation Commission of
the Town of Westfield

Date: Monday, January 21, 2008
Time: 8:00 p.m.
Place: Town Hall

425 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey

The meeting of the Historic Preserva-
tion Commission has been rescheduled
as follows:

Date: Monday, January 28, 2008
Time: 8:00 p.m.
Place: Mayor’s Conference Room

Town Hall
425 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey

1 T - 1/17/08, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its January 14, 2008 meeting for the
following applications heard at its Decem-
ber 10, 2007 meeting.

Covington RE Holdings, LLC, 597
Westfield Avenue, Applicant seeks an
extension of variance relief granted De-
cember 11, 2006. Resolution adopted
January 8, 2007. Applicant was granted a
use variance to use his building in the P-2
Zone for the offices of licensed investment
advisors. The P-2 zone permits the offices
of specific professionals but licensed in-
vestment advisors are not included as a
permitted use. Applicant also proposes to
construct a wrap around porch and seeks
site plan approval for same. Applicant was
granted variance relief from Sections
11.21A, 12.03D, and 11.21E5 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Extension granted.

James McCabe, 1034 Coolidge Street,
Applicant seeks an extension of variance
relief granted December 11, 2006. Reso-
lution adopted January 8, 2007. Applicant
was granted permission to construct a
small first floor addition to the kitchen
(approximately 10 square feet) and to add
a small enclosed front entry (approximately
27 square feet) and a front portico. Appli-
cant proposes to raise the roof on a portion
of the existing second floor. Applicant also
proposes to erect (retain) a shed (approxi-
mately 56 square feet). Applicant was
granted variance relief from Sections
12.04F1, 11.09E6, and 13.01G1b of the
Land Use Ordinance. Extension granted.

Mr. & Mrs. John Cooke, 428 Mountain
Avenue, Applicant seeks an extension of
variance relief granted December 11, 2006.
Resolution adopted January 8, 2007. Ap-
plicant was granted permission to con-
struct a second floor addition above the
existing first floor space contrary to Sec-
tions 11.08E6, 11.08E7, 12.04E and
12.04F of the Land Use Ordinance. Exten-
sion granted.

Josephine Ward-Gallagher & James
Ward, 201 & 215 Prospect Street, Appli-
cant seeks permission to extend variance
approval (memorialized Sept. 11, 2006) to
allow two trailers to remain on the property
and to retain signage which was not granted
by the variance contrary to Sections
12.04A, 11.12E5, 11.12E7, 12.04G, 16.04,
and 11.12A of the Land Use Ordinance.
Application approved.

Joseph A. Buontempo, 1016-1020
South Avenue West, Applicant seeks
Preliminary and Final Major Site Plan ap-
proval to construct a colonial style three-
story mixed use frame building with offices
on the first floor and residential units on the
second and third floors contrary to Sec-
tions 11.28G.8, 11.28G.11, 17.02B.4,
17.10G of the Land Use Ordinance. Appli-
cation approved.

Martin Wallberg Post #3 American
Legion, Inc., 1003 North Avenue West,
Applicant seeks permission to expand their
parking area, create a new driveway ac-
cess from Crossway Place, and widen and
slightly realign the existing driveway ac-
cess from North Avenue. Applicant also
proposes to locate (retain) a shed in the
front yard. This application is for an expan-
sion of a non-conforming use (American
Legion) and major site plan approval con-
trary to Sections 11.08A, 11.08B, 11.08C,
17.03B, 17.05C, and 13.01E of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application approved.

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Lapera, 117 Harrison
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a 2 1/2 story addition contrary to
Sections 11.09E6, 13.02H6, and 12.03B1
of the Land Use Ordinance. Application
approved.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/17/08, The Leader Fee: $78.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-31097-07
FILE NO. 10169-07

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
ELIZABETH DENTAL GROUP;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
& FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is 290 ROUTE 46 WEST,
DENVILLE NEW JERSEY 07054, an An-
swer to the Complaint filed in a Civil Ac-
tion, in which AMERICAN TAX FUNDING
is the plaintiff and CLEMENCEAU
DUMONT, ET ALS; are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket No. F-31097-07 within
thirty-five (35) days after January 17, 2008
exclusive of such date. If you fail to answer
or appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Of-
fice of the County of Venue. The tele-
phone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-
4715 - Legal Services Office 908-354-
4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 05016, re-
corded on 9/9/2005, made by NANCY L.
NICHOLS, Collector of Taxes of
ROSELLE, and State of New Jersey to
AMERICAN TAX FUNDING and subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff, AMERICAN
TAX FUNDING.  This covers real estate
located in ROSELLE, County of UNION,
and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 7
BLOCK 5902 as shown on the Tax As-
sessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
ROSELLE and concerns premises com-
monly known as 93 INDEPENDENCE
DRIVE, ROSELLE, New Jersey.

YOU, ELIZABETH DENTAL GROUP,
are made party defendant to the above
foreclosure action because on November
14, 1990, a judgment was entered in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Union
County, by Elizabeth Dental Group against
Clemenceau Dumont disclosing a debt in
the amount of $632.80, plus costs and
interest.  Said judgment was entered as
Judgment No. DJ-118649-1990. Said judg-
ment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

AND you, ELIZABETH DENTAL
GROUP, are further made party defen-
dant to the above foreclosure action be-
cause on March 2, 1995, a judgment was
entered in the Superior Court of New Jer-
sey, Union County, by Elizabeth Dental
Group against Clemenceau Dumont dis-
closing a debt in the amount of $342.36,
plus costs and interest. Said judgment
was entered as Judgment No. DJ-056968-
1995.  Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  January 11, 2008

Theodore J. Fetter, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 1/17/08, The Leader Fee: $75.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the service of a Town-
ship Engineer and C-3 Sanitary Sewer
Operator for the calendar year 2008; and

WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
Resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq., known
as the “New Jersey Campaign Contribu-
tions and Expenditures Reporting Act”,
which established a fair and open process
for the award of certain contracts with a
value in excess of $17,500.00 per year
where those contracts are not subject to
public bidding or competitive contracting
under the New Jersey Local Public Con-
tract Law; and

WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for said contract were ad-
vertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and

WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
Township Clerk received and opened the
proposals in public and the Township
Council has evaluated the proposals on
the basis of being the most advantageous
to the Township of Scotch Plains, price
and other factors being considered; and

WHEREAS, the evaluation considered,
as to each proposal:

1. Experience and reputation in the field;
2. Knowledge of the Township of Scotch

Plains and the subject matter to be ad-
dressed under the contract;

3. Availability to accommodate any re-
quired meetings;

4. Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified

for the position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township of Scotch Plains.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
Council of the Township of Scotch Plains,
as follows, based upon the aforesaid evalu-
ation:

That Hatch Mott MacDonald is hereby
appointed as Township Engineer and C-3
Sanitary Sewer Operator for the calendar
year 2008.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that cop-
ies of this Resolution shall be forwarded to
Hatch Mott MacDonald, 27 Bleeker Street,
Millburn, New Jersey 07041; Zoning Of-
ficer Robert LaCosta,

Assistant Engineer Joseph Timko and
Director of Public Property, Kevin Ward.

Dated: January 15, 2008
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/17/08, The Times Fee: $52.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MEETING DATES FOR 2008

In Compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Board of Adjustment wishes to advise the
public of its meeting dates. Meetings at
which formal action will be taken are on the
second Monday of each month at 7:30
p.m. unless otherwise stipulated, and are
held at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey in the
Council Chambers. Meeting dates are as
follows:

January 14, 2008
February 11, 2008

March 10, 2008
April 14, 2008
May 12, 2008
June 9, 2008
July 14, 2008

August 11, 2008
September 8, 2008
October 16, 2008*

November 10, 2008
December 8, 2008
January 12, 2009
February 9, 2009

The Board will also meet at 7:00 p.m. on
these dates in the Mayor’s Conference
Room for a work session in which, the
public may attend but may not participate.

Please note the regular Board of Adjust-
ment meeting for the month of October will
be held on Thursday on the above date
and will be held at the same time and
place.

Applications and plans to be considered
at these meetings will be on file in the office
of the Secretary of the Board of Adjust-
ment, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield,
New Jersey and may be seen Monday
through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth, Secretary
Westfield Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/17/08, The Leader Fee: $39.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board Meeting of the Township
of Scotch Plains on January 14, 2008, the
Board adopted the Amended Resolution
for Assunta Tummolillo and Angelo
Zanfardino for approval of a minor subdi-
vision for property located at 435-437 Park
Avenue, Block 1501, Lot 3 with an existing
variance.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Planning Board and avail-
able for public inspection during regular
office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 1/17/08, The Times Fee: $16.32
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CLASSIFIEDS

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Kitchens & Bathrooms

Designed & Installed by

Dudick & Son
Also cabinet refacing & counter replacement

40 North Avenue Garwood  •  Ph: 908-789-1790

Satisfying customers since 1946

Visit our website at www.dudickandson.com

TILE
Repair
•Bathroom Tile

•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes

•Small Jobs

732-381-6635

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork

The Woodworks
Architectural Woodwork

Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089  / Cell: 908-705-0653

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

BOUSQUET CONSTRUCTION Co.
1-800-351-1964

Building & Remodeling
Property Management

Roofing & Siding
New Construction

Historical Restorations

Serving Westfield for 30 years

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RECREATION COMMISSION

In compliance with J.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meeting Act), the Westfield
Recreation Commission wishes to advise
the public that it will hold its regular meet-
ings for 2008 in the Recreation Confer-
ence Room of the Municipal Building 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30pm, on the following dates:

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4
MONDAY, MARCH 10

MONDAY, APRIL 7
MONDAY, MAY 5
MONDAY, JUNE 2
MONDAY, JULY 7

NO REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
IS SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
MONDAY, OCTOBER 6

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3
MONDAY, DECEMBER 1

MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 2009
1 T - 1/17/08, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on Mon-
day, January 28, 2008, Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue at 7:30 pm in Coun-
cil Chambers to hear the minor subdivi-
sion application of Enrico and Carla Pigna
for property located at 1550 Rahway Road,
Block 15901, Lots 35 & 36, Scotch Plains.
The Applicant proposes to subdivide the
existing property by relocating the lot line
approximately 12 feet to the south. The
following variances are requested:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. A, Col. 3-Lot
Area, Lots 35 & 36; Minimum Required:
40,000 square feet; Proposed: 30,938
square feet each

Section 23-3.4A, Para A, Col. 6-Lot
Width, Lots 35 & 36; Minimum Required:
160 feet; Proposed: 112.50 feet each

Section 23-3.4D, Secondary Build-
ings, Lot 35; Minimum side yard: 30 feet,
Proposed: 23.49 feet.

Applicant is also requesting any and all
variances or waivers deemed necessary
at the time of the hearing.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 1/17/08, The Times Fee: $30.60

RECEPTIONIST NEEDED

Pediatric medical office
receptionist needed four days per
week. Good people skills a must.
Computer skills beneficial.
Position presently available.
Send resume to PO Box 1206,
Mountainside, NJ 07092-0206

NANNY SEEKING JOB

My name is Miss Debbie.
I am a professional nanny of 20
yrs. I need a full time job to be
with a warm and nice family.

Call me (908) 791-9662

GYM MEMBERSHIP 4 SALE

RWJ Rahway Fit & Well Center
of Scotch Plains

Founder Membership
$2,000 for membership
& $40 a month for life.

Call Denise @ (732) 429-4638

BEFORE SCHOOL CHILDCARE

Perfect for college student.
Babysitter needed for 2 ele-
mentary school children. Must
drive. 7:30-8:30 AM, M-F. Please
call Joyce at (908) 389-9384.

PORTUGUESE HOUSE CLEANING

Responsible and dynamic person.
Understand and speak English.
I will clean your house or apart-
ment weekly. 1st cleaning free.

Call (973) 573-7970 Ana.

HELP WANTED

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIST
SPRINGFIELD

AD/PR AGENCY
FT or PT (9-2:30)

Busy office has diversified
responsibilities for extraordinarily
organized, well spoken/written,
bright individual w/MS Office
proficiency,BA/BS & min. 3 years
office exp. Pls send resume to

srapp@rappadv.com
or call (973) 467-5570

ARE YOU HAVING A SUPER
BOWL PARTY? Rent the LCD
Projector or Plasma TV you
need to make your party a
BLAST! We have sound equip
avail as well. For details call

Westfield AV.com
(908) 838-9090

SUPER BOWL

SPANISH TUTOR AVAILABLE

Certified Spanish Teacher in
Union area looks to tutor

Middle or High School students.
Flexible hours.

Call Danielle (908) 688-2205

WESTFIELD

Office suite for rent
1996.5 sq ft

Downtown Westfield.
Six on-site parking spots

Available Feb.1
Call (908) 789-6793 ask for Larry

SEEKING LOCAL DRIVER

Devoted but full-time working adult
children seeking a local person to
drive our Mom to doctors appts,
senior meetings and occasional
lunches. Call (908) 456-1383

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp.
For each client you give me,

1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

HELP WANTED

“Something special is happening
here.” Grow with Prudential NJ
Properties! Hiring new/exper-
ienced agents! Excellent training!

(908) 232-5664 (Margie)

MATTRESS SET

$150 Queen pillow top,
new in plastic w/warranty.

Call (732) 259-0016

BEDROOM SET

All wood, bed, dresser/mirror
and nite stand.

Value $2800 sell $1175
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

FABULOUS

Window Treatments
Interior Designing

by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

HOUSE FOR RENT

Westfield: 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath,
attached 2 car garage. Short walk
to Franklin & Roosevelt Schools
& town. 6mths-1yr + lease.

$3,500.00/mo, OBO
(908) 233-0125

HOUSE CLEANING

14 years of experience.
Homes, Offices, Apartments

Free Estimates
Call Marilda (732) 672-1211

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1-4

House for Sale. Beautiful, elegant,
totally rennovated colonial.
4 BDR, 2.5 bath. Professional
Kitchen. Sunroom. Clawfoot Tub.
780 Cranford Ave, Westfield.

(908) 803-0288

LOST MENS SIGNET RING

Lost men’s ring in the vicinity of
Holy Trinity Church on 12/24.
Sentimental value, reward for
return. Please call (908) 301-1805.

HR BENEFITS MANAGER

Westfield, NJ wealth management
firm seeks a hands-on,
independent thinking person to
coordinate and manage employee
benefits and insurance
arrangements. This multi-
responsibility position would
include coordination of the
company’s payroll, medical, and
benefits plans with outside
providers, maintaining records
and implementing and enforcing
company personnel manuals, light
bill paying, review of invoices,
review of company insurance
programs, and oversight of cost
effectiveness.
The successful candidate will have
a minimum four year college
degree, knowledge of Excel,
Word, Powerpoint, and
Quickbooks, and a good
understanding of health insurance
programs. Please send resume to
kim@roundtableservices.com

MATTRESS

Visco Memory Foam, new with
15 yr. warranty, List $1195
sell Full $395 Queen $459.

(732) 259-0016

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDE

Reliable, competent, trust
worthy male home health aide

with great references
including doctors. Please Call

(908) 656-1602

Lowe’s Scholarships
Provide Cash for College

NATION – Applications are now
available for two Lowe’s Scholarship
programs, funded by the Lowe’s Chari-
table and Educational Foundation.

The Lowe’s Scholarship is avail-
able to high-school seniors nation-
wide, and the Carl S. Buchan Scholar-
ship is available to Lowe’s employees,
spouses and their dependents. The
deadline to apply is March 15. Appli-
cations for both scholarships are avail-
able at Lowes.com/scholarships.

Larry Stone, chairman of the
Lowe’s Charitable and Educational
Foundation, said, “Through the
Lowe’s scholarship program, we want
to motivate young people to achieve
their potential, to get involved in their
schools, and to become future leaders
for their communities.”

In 2007, Lowe’s awarded 358 schol-
arships, totaling more than $450,000,
to high-school students nationwide
based on academic achievement, lead-
ership and community involvement.

More than 100,000 students applied
for the Lowe’s Scholarship, which is
open to all high-school seniors who
plan to attend any accredited two- or
four-year college or university within
the United States. Nearly 4,000 stu-
dents applied for the Carl Buchan
Scholarship, which is open to full- and
part-time regular employees, their
spouses and dependents of full- and
part-time regular employees.

High-school seniors and current
college students who plan to enroll
full-time in an undergraduate pro-

gram at any accredited two- or four-
year college or university within the
United States are eligible to apply.

For the Carl Buchan Scholarship,
applicants must also have at least 90
days of service with the company as of
January 1 (or be the spouse or depen-
dent of an employee who has at least 90
days of service with the company as of
January 1), and must still be employed
(or be the dependent of an employee
who is still employed) at the time awards
are announced in May 2008.

For more information and to apply,
use access key LOWES at
Lowes.com/Scholarships

THE 800 CLUB…Dennis Fyffe, interim principal of Westfield High School
(WHS), has announced that 19 students have scored a perfect 800 on SAT1 or
SAT2 tests administered in May, June and November. Approximately one-half of
1 percent of the more than 1.4-million students taking the SAT scores a perfect
800. The WHS students pictured, left to right, are: front row; Matthew Gralla,
Benjamin Hiller, Marissa Mumford, Ravi Netravali and Daniela Weiner; second
row, Yixiao Wang, John Falzon, Caitlin Burke, Britta Greene and Vincent
Fitzpatrick; third row, Xinyi Zhang, Pratik Mehta, Tianyou Xu, Lindsay Walsh,
Maya Pincus and Lauren Huff. Missing from the photo are Julia Medzhitova,
Cornelius Fitzpatrick and Hannah Weisman.

Temple Organizations
 To Hold Blood Drive
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, Janu-

ary 27, the Men’s Club and Sister-
hood of Temple Emanu-El will as-
sist New Jersey Blood Services by
jointly sponsoring a community
blood drive at the temple.

The drive will be from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. Bagels, spreads, juice and a Sun-
day New York Times will be provided.

 Blood donors must be at least 17
years old and weigh a minimum of
110 pounds. Participants must not
have donated blood within eight
weeks prior to the event and must
present valid identification.

For more information, please con-
tact Carolyn Shane, executive direc-
tor, at (908) 232-6770 or
cshane@tewnj.org, or visit tewnj.org.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 08-01-06

CONTRACTOR: Beckerman & Com-
pany; 430 Lake Avenue, Colonia, New
Jersey 07067

NATURE OF SERVICE: Insurance Bro-
kerage Services, General Liability and
Workers’ Compensation Insurance.

DURATION: Period ending no later than
December 31, 2008.

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $15,000.00.
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/08, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 08-01-07

CONTRACTOR: Hale Insurance Bro-
kerage, LLC; 11 Commerce Drive,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

NATURE OF SERVICE: Consulting
Services for Prescription Drugs and Den-
tal Insurance

DURATION: Period ending no later than
December 31, 2008.

FEE: Fees paid by Horizon Blue Cross/
Blue Shield; Standard Insurance

A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/08, The Times Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 08-01-08

CONTRACTOR: Rogut, McCarthy, Troy
LLC; 37 Alden Street, Cranford, New Jer-
sey 07016

NATURE OF SERVICE: Downtown
Economic Development Coordinator Ser-
vices

DURATION: Period ending no later than
December 31, 2008.

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $30,000.00.
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/08, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 08-01-09

CONTRACTOR: Allan Roth, Esq.; 150
Morris Avenue, Springfield, New Jersey
07081

NATURE OF SERVICE: Legal Counsel
for PBS Negotiations

DURATION: Period ending no later than
December 31, 2008.

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $5,000.00.
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/08, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 08-01-10

CONTRACTOR: Kupper Associates; 15
Stelton Road, Piscataway, New Jersey
08855

NATURE OF SERVICE: Engineering
Services as Borough Engineer.

DURATION: Period ending no later than
December 31, 2008.

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $48,000.00.
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/08, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 08-01-11

CONTRACTOR: Ruderman &
Glickman, P.C.; 675 Morris Avenue,
Springfield, New Jersey 07081

NATURE OF SERVICE: Special Labor
Counsel.

DURATION: Period ending no later than
December 31, 2008.

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $5,000.00.
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/08, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 08-01-12

CONTRACTOR: Brown & Brown; 26
Columbia Turnpike, PO Box 678, Florham
Park, New Jersey 07932-0678

NATURE OF SERVICE: Consulting/
Brokerage Services for Health Insurance

DURATION: Period ending no later than
December 31, 2008.

FEE: Fees paid by Horizon Blue Cross/
Blue Shield

A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/08, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 08-01-13

CONTRACTOR: John Draikiwicz, Esq.;
Gibbons, One River Front Plaza, Newark,
New Jersey 07102-5497

NATURE OF SERVICE: Bond Counsel
DURATION: Period ending December

31, 2008 or until his successor is ap-
pointed.

AMOUNT: Bond Sale and review of
Official

A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/08, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 08-01-26

CONTRACTOR: Kupper Associates; 15
Stelton Road, Piscataway, New Jersey
08855-0036

NATURE OF SERVICE: Professional
Engineering Services/Reconstruction of
Russell Road between Paterson Road
and Midway Avenue.

DURATION: Period ending no later than
December 31, 2008.

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $35,000.00.
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/17/08, The Times Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CONTRACTOR: Harry Haushalter,
Esq.; Lexington Square Commons,
2119 Route 33, Suite A, Hamilton, New
Jersey

NATURE OF SERVICE: Special legal
counsel in his representation of the Town-
ship in a tax appeal matter entitled
Shackamaxon Country Club v Town-
ship of Scotch Plains and all other tax
appeals.

DURATION: Completion of above.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $15,000. and

billed at the previously agreed upon hourly
rate and to be applied toward fees and
costs for those services, which shall be
subject to the approval of the Township
Attorney and which are not covered by
insurance.

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OF-
FICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.

Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/17/08, The Times Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on January
9, 2008 adopted the following:

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield has authorized the po-
sition of Attorney to the Planning Board,
and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board desires
to appoint Russell M. Finestein, Esq. to
that position for the year 2008.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,
that Russell M. Finestein, Esq. is appointed
to the position of Attorney to the Westfield
Planning Board from this date to Decem-
ber 31, 2008.

Kenneth B. Marsh, Secretary
Westfield Planning Board

1 T - 1/17/08, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on January
9, 2008 memorialized the following Board
action taken on December 3, 2007:

07-12(V)  Hansel’s Carpets, L.L.C., 501-
503 Central Avenue, Block
32.05, Lot 1 seeking prelimi-
nary and final site plan approval
with variances and waivers.
Applicant proposes to expand
the showroom and parking fa-
cilities of the premises used for
retail sale of carpet and floor
coverings. Applicant requested
variance relief from Sections
11.26E2, 17.03B and 17.05CA
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ap-
plication approved.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 1/17/08, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 3/6/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey
Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; for:

Route I-78 & Garden State Parkway Interchange 142, CONTRACT NO.
052985450; Interchange Improvements, Townships of Union and Hillside in

Union County, Township of Irvington in Essex County, Essex and Union
Counties; Federal Project No: HPP-NH-078-5 (094); DP  NO: 07169

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

For Federal projects,  Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution. Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/17/08, 1/24/08 and 1/31/08, The Leader Fee: $183.60

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 1/29/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Drainage Restoration Contract, Region North 2008, Various Drainage Systems
on Various State Highways, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex,

Union and Warren Counties; 100% STATE; DP  NO: 08404

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/10/08, 1/17/08 and 1/24/08, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, held in the Council Chambers in the Municipal Building of said Township
on Tuesday, January 15, 2008 there was introduced, read for the first time, and passed
on such first reading, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII TRAF-
FIC OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS 1978 WITH REGARD TO PERMIT PARKING FOR
RESIDENTS

Purpose: Adding the following to SCHEDULE XXIV, Permit Parking for Residents as
follows:

In accordance with the revisions of subsection 7-3.10, no person shall park a vehicle
between the hours specified upon any of the following described streets or parts of streets
unless displaying a duly authorized parking permit:

Street Side Hours Location
Green Forest Park South 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 28 Marked parking
Parking Lot School Days spaces

A public hearing for same will be held on Tuesday, January 29, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any time and place to which a meeting
for the further consideration of such ordinance shall from time to time be adjourned, and
all persons interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such
ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of the general public who wants a copy of same
without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/17/08, The Times Fee: $52.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PROCESS

BY PUBLICATION
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

DURHAM COUNTY
In the District Court

Red Hill Farm LLC v Edwin Gonzalez
07-CVD-01216 to Edwin Gonzalez:

Take notice that a pleading seeking re-
lief against you has been filed in the
aboveentitled action. The nature of the
relief being sought is as follows: Recovery
of earnest money/breach of contract.

You are required to make defense to
such pleading not later than February 5,
2008 and upon your failure to do so the
party seeking service against you will ap-
ply to the court for the relief sought.

This, the 27th day of December, 2007.
Daniel Meier, Attorney for Plaintiff, 6409

Fayetteville Road, Ste. 120-304, Durham,
North Carolina 27713.
4 T - 12/27/07, 1/3/08, 1/10/08
& 1/17/08, The Leader Fee: $79.56

Digital Artist Displays
Work at Les Malamut

AREA – From now until January
29, Roselle Park resident Leona
Seufert will exhibit a selection of her
digital prints and photographs at the
Les Malamut Art Gallery, located in
Union, as part of the Best of the
Board: Artworks By the Gallery Board
Members Show.

The Les Malamut Art Gallery
(wheelchair-accessible, downstairs in
the Union Public Library), is located
at 1980 Morris Avenue in Union and
can be reached at (908) 851-5450.

Ms. Seufert, a new member on the
gallery board, creates artworks with
the motive to elevate the soul and
address issues in this world using
materials and ideas that enhance and
uplift the viewer.

She works primarily in the digital
medium. This show consists of a sam-
pling of artworks from her recently
crafted series, along with 10 pieces
from her “Word Art” series After the
Dust Has Settled.

The Best of the Board show is an
annual exhibition in which the board
members of the gallery, who are art-
ists themselves, have an opportunity
to exhibit their works.

The gallery is open during library
hours.

Artists interested in exhibiting work
and individuals desiring to become
board members or volunteering their
services can contact Barbara Wirkus
at dmbbw33@yahoo.com for infor-
mation.

Library Displays
County Teen Artwork

AREA – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders has announced
that the 2007 Teen Arts Traveling
Exhibit is on display at the Plainfield
Public Library, located at 850 Park
Avenue, through February 1.

The exhibit consists of 60 pieces of
art selected from more than 600 vi-
sual-art works shown at the Teen Arts
Festival held in March at Union
County College in Cranford. The
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs in the Department of
Parks and Community Renewal ad-
ministers the annual event.

“The artwork in this exhibit is excep-
tional. The fact that the artists are teen-
agers makes the show even more out-
standing,” said Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, liaison to the Union County
Cultural and Heritage Advisory Board.

The exhibiting students include:
Jessica Bostwick and Julie Edelstein,
Governor Livingston High School,

Berkeley Heights; Alessandra Felloni
and Matt Peltier, Columbia Middle
School, Berkeley Heights;

Keith Dobbs and Laura Lieberman,
Cranford High School, Cranford;
Kirsten Schaarschmidt, Hillside Av-
enue School, Cranford; Jessica
Rozewski, Orange Avenue School;

Scotland Preston, Deerfield School,
Mountainside;

Kevin Aubourg and Heather Pasko,
Union County Vocational-Technical
School, Scotch Plains; Sayeed Dean,
Hillcrest Academy-South, Scotch
Plains;

Bryan Chen and Dan Mandelbaum,
Edison Intermediate School,
Westfield; Monica Sousa, Beadleston
High School, Westfield; and Kathia
Salguero, Hillcrest Academy North.

For information about the Teen Arts
program, contact the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs at 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth,
NJ 07202 or call (908) 558-2550. NJ
Relay service users should call 711 or
e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

CDC to Perform Harper
Lee’s ‘Mockingbird’

CRANFORD – The Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC) Community The-
atre in Cranford will present the stage
adaptation of To Kill a Mockingbird
next month.

Harper Lee’s “To Kill a Mocking-
bird” deals with the twin themes of
prejudice and tolerance by confronting
the reader and encouraging a response.

In February, men, women and chil-
dren from various communities
throughout central New Jersey will take
to the stage to retell the story.

Tickets cost $15 (students pay $10)
and may be obtained by calling the box
office at (908) 276-7611. Show dates
are Fridays, February 8, 15 and 22;
Saturdays, February 9, 16 and 23; and
a Sunday matinee on February 17 at 3
p.m.

Steve Willis – Sophie

The Scotch Plains Library will host
“Three Artists, Three Visions” until
the end of January. The exhibit fea-
tures the work of Connie Pinkowsky
and Paula Pearl of Fanwood, as well
as Steve Willis of Scotch Plains,
above. See story on Page 22.

THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT…Last month, the Fanwood Memorial Library
(FML) presented an adaptation of “A Christmas Carol.” Thirty-five people
attended the one-act adaptation of Charles Dickens’ Christmas classic, which was
written and enacted by actor Greg Oliver Bodine, above, and sponsored by The
Friends of FML. Mr. Bodine’s presentation was based on Charles Dickens’
second American reading tour, which was held during the winter of 1867-1868.

Theater Project Accepts
Playwright Submissions

CRANFORD – The Theater Project,
Union County College’s Professional
Theater Company, is accepting sub-
missions for its sixth-annual Young
Playwrights’ Competition.

The competition seeks original works
only. All submissions must be at least
10, but no more than 30, pages, and all
entrants must be New Jersey residents
in secondary schools (ages 13 to 18).

Entries must be postmarked by Thurs-
day, January 31.

Those sending works should submit
a 50-word biography of the author,
contact information and a 10- to 30-
page script as per guidelines to The
Theater Project, e-mail
THEATERPROJECT@aol.com or
send hard copy to Theater Project, Union
County College, 1033 Springfield Av-
enue, Cranford, NJ, 07016.

All participants must provide, via
snail mail, a SASE (self-addressed
stamped envelope), contact informa-
tion and the entrance fee (check or
money order, payable to
THEATERPROJECT).

Only one entry per author. For more
information, call (908) 659-5189 or e-
mail THEATERPROJECT@aol.com.

SPFHS Students Brighten
Spirits at Broadway House

Kean University Earns $1.1-Mil. Award
UNION – Kean University recently

earned a competitive $1.1-million
Ronald E. McNair award from the
United States Department of Educa-
tion to be used toward influencing
students to continue their studies be-
yond an undergraduate education. The
University’s Office of Research and
Sponsored Programs, Division of In-
stitutional Advancement, received a
perfect score from the review com-
mittee, increasing the grant’s longev-
ity from four years to five, a Kean
spokesman said.

The Ronald E. McNair award will
provide 25 Kean students with re-
search opportunities, a faculty-
mentorship program, specialized
workshops and courses, counseling
sessions, peer support, tutorials and a
residential summer program.

Kean’s interest in the Ronald E.
McNair Scholars Program came in
response to national statistics that
found that minorities are not seeking
graduate and doctorate degrees at the
same rate as non-minorities, and first
generation students are obtaining
lower grade-point averages than chil-
dren of college graduates, the spokes-
man said.

The number of first generation and
minority students enrolled at Kean
has increased every year for the past
10 years, and this trend is expected to
continue.

The Ronald E. McNair Scholars
Program is directed by Veronica Jack-
son.

“By earning this grant, Kean Uni-
versity has achieved a major honor
and been charged with the key re-
sponsibility of ensuring that our stu-
dents continue to pursue success be-
yond their undergraduate degree,”
said Ms. Jackson.

The Ronald E. McNair grant will
also help to expand the university’s
Upward Bound Program, through
which Kean is partnered with three

districts and five schools: Elizabeth
High School, Plainfield High School,
East Orange and Campus School, as
well as the Cicely Tyson School for
Performing Arts and Campus 9
School, both in East Orange.

Each of these schools has a high
percentage of underrepresented stu-
dents, and the majority of the stu-
dents are low-income and potential
first generation college students. Up-
ward Bound, established by Kean in
2003 to improve high-school-gradu-
ation rates and enrollment, as well as
retention in postsecondary education,
will serve a total of 70 students.

Upward Bound links Kean with a
cohort of ninth graders from the par-
ticipating schools. Through an inten-
sive-mentorship component, a series

of pre-college, on-campus workshops,
a sound and creative curriculum, as
well as numerous outreach services
and financial incentives, participants
will ultimately gain the skills and
motivation necessary to succeed in
high school (the program supports
them through the 12th grade), college
and beyond.

 “I am truly pleased that we have
been given the opportunity to con-
tinue assisting students through this
exceptional program for another five
years,” Ms. Jackson said.

“I believe that we have made a
tremendous difference since 2003,
and this grant is a major vote of con-
fidence, as well as an opportunity to
take Upward Bound to the next level
of success.”

SCOTCH PLAINS – The efforts of
local students made the holiday season
more enjoyable for residents of the
Broadway House for Continuing Care.

Student members from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s Gay-
Straight Alliance Club visited New
Jersey’s only long-term-care facility
for people living with HIV/AIDS and
came with a generous donation.

Club members Christian Berk, Jer-
emy Busch, Kerilyn Bartley, Melia
Gorsak, Kristyn Berger, Kathryn
Moynihan, Lauren Hirschorn, Linda
Timko and Michelle Conway raised
$895 and donated it for the purchase
of a new projector.

The goals of this club, as explained
by the students, are to promote inclu-
sion, understanding and acceptance
of all people. The club believes that
no one should be discriminated

against because of his or her race,
religion, color or sexual orientation.
This club works within the school to
model positive relationships and pre-
vent bullying behavior.

As a fundraiser, members sold red
ribbons at school to publicize World
AIDS Day and increase student
awareness of this deadly virus.
Michelle Conway, a club member
who requested donations to Broad-
way House in lieu of gifts at her
recent 17th birthday party, also raised
money. The students then visited
Broadway House to bring their dona-
tion and tour the facility.

Broadway House, which has been
serving the sub-acute needs of people
living with HIV/AIDS for 12 years, is
a non-profit organization.

With the discovery of new drugs,
AIDS has become a chronic, ambula-
tory disease, with which one can live.

The Broadway House’s goal is to
help residents restore their health and
return to the community. For more
information about Broadway House,
visit broadwayhouse.org.

ON BROADWAY...The work of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students,
above, led to a brighter holiday season for residents of the Broadway House for
Continuing Care. Club members raised $895 and donated it for the purchase of
a new projector.

Extra Education News
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County Needs Volunteers
For Teen Arts Festival

COUNTY – The Union County
Teen Arts Festival provides an op-
portunity for volunteers to get in-
volved with the arts.

The Union County Teen Arts Fes-
tival, sponsored by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs in the Department
of Parks and Community Renewal,
is a two-day celebration of the arts
held annually at Union County Col-
lege in Cranford.

The event, scheduled for Thurs-
day and Friday, March 6 and 7, is
open to all students from public,
private and parochial middle and
high schools in Union County.

“Nearly 3,000 students partici-
pate in performances, critiquing
seminars, master classes and work-
shops with a staff of 50 professional
artists in every discipline – visual
art, music, creative writing, theater
and dance,” Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, liaison to the Cultural
and Heritage Programs Advisory
Board, said.

“Volunteers are needed to assist
artists with workshops, manage per-
formance sites and staff informa-
tion stations,” she added.

Anyone interested in any of these
activities should contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street in
Elizabeth.

For more information, call (908)

558-2550. Relay Users call 1-800-
852-7899 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
4 popcorns

Paul Thomas Anderson’s There Will
Be Blood, about the early days of the
oil business in America, paints a strik-
ing portrait of human striving at once
magnificent and repulsive. Its essence
personified by Daniel Day-Lewis’s
prospector/tycoon Daniel Plainview,
it details a poetically fitting birth for
what the industry has come to sym-
bolize.

Based, albeit loosely, on Upton
Sinclair’s 1927 novel, “Oil,” auteur
Anderson’s adaptation breathes new
life into the famed muckraker’s cause.
While taking liberties in time and
place, it is nonetheless eloquent in
constructing just how the century-old
stranglehold was achieved. It is mes-
merizing both on a personal and ep-
ochal scale.

Act 1, Scene 1, a man struggles at
the bottom of a pit. He is undoubtedly
of estimable determination. Day fol-
lows day. You feel the undying effort,
parsed into little segments of failure
and success by Anderson’s knowing
sense of cinematic storytelling. Save
for the frustrated noises of a lonely
shovel, it might as well be a silent
film.

He breaks a leg. Still, nothing is
spoken, only a primal scream. He
continues, undaunted, his sights on
the prize. By now we’ve surmised it’s
do or die. He is uncommon. And
because we were raised to believe in
fairness, we’re not at all surprised
when, at long last, he discovers oil.

But, what kind of a man is he? Yes,
he’s motivated, driven, and now, alas,
successful in the only way that most
Americans care. Still, because we
were also weaned on fairy tales, we
prefer our protagonists moral. But
even if we’ve grown up, our expecta-
tions now tempered with the toler-
ance a dose of reality fosters, matters
of conscience are up to him.

Ready to prime that primeval
pump for all it’s worth is a young
religious zealot played by Paul
Dano. Complicating matters, which
include a slightly mystical if not
confusing twist regarding a twin,
Eli Sunday’s family owns the piece
of land in Little Boston, Calif., that
will prove crucial to Daniel’s for-
tune. The holy man is ambitious,
too.

The ensuing parable, a brutally
beautiful period piece that weaves
multifarious strands of philosophy,
including, but not limited to, the na-
ture of humanity, is exquisitely filmed.
Historically pertinent and momen-
tous without self-consciously draw-
ing attention to the process, there are
pronouncements, whimsical and dire,
about the pageant of time.

We’re reminded that while inven-
tion changes the way things look and
feel, it shouldn’t be misconstrued that

technology makes humankind any
more or less canny. Man is out to
survive, especially Daniel Plainview.
In his case that means always running
at the head of the pack, perennially
scheming to stay there, even if it
means, well, you’ll see.

These opposing dipoles utilized to
tell the tale, the emphasis is on Mr.
Plainview, the pioneer, the capitalist.
Challenging him at every turn, pious
Eli Sunday proves his nemesis. Blame
our cynicism on centuries of experi-
ence. But the latter, while initially
mysterious, is ultimately transparent.
Daniel’s motivation is a constant in-
trigue.

Yet there is a great little literary
mechanism supplied to help mine the
oilman’s enigmatic impetus. Shortly
after his financial success is a fait
accompli, lo and behold, a fellow
(Kevin J. O’Connor) claiming to be
his long-lost half-brother surfaces.
He says he only wishes to be with his
kin, and to work. Our newly minted
mogul readjusts gears.

Call it the blood may be thicker
than oil segment. Snippets of dia-
logue as the two discuss separately
shared memories of back home in
Fond du Lac make for a privileged
peek into Plainview’s ID. His guard
slightly down, he allows that he
doesn’t see much good in the world.
Perhaps that’s all the rationalization
he needs.

He further informs that he must
always win, that he detests seeing
anyone else succeed. But the admis-
sions rarely address our curiosity con-
cerning H.W. Plainview (Dillon
Freasier), a peculiar child whom
Daniel routinely introduces as his
son and only partner. A tragic acci-
dent connected to a major oil find
plays out with the irony of Greek
drama.

It directs us to one more shard of
Daniel’s otherwise concealed vulner-
ability. To continue his questionable
path to glory, he sends H.W. away to
a special school. Implied criticism of
the move by some Standard Oil men
trying to buy him out for $1 million
results in a rage that speaks volumes
about his nature.

However, as concerns Eli Sunday’s
coercions, Daniel treads carefully. You
see, early on, the self-styled shepherd
gets something on him. It’s a Machia-
vellian field day. The profuse
moralisms are astute, not the least of
which counsels that, if neither party
aspires to a happy medium, chances
are, as the title forewarns, There Will
Be Blood.

* * *
There Will Be Blood, rated R, is a

Paramount Vantage release directed
by Paul Thomas Anderson and stars
Daniel Day-Lewis, Paul Dano and
Dillon Freasier. Running time: 158
minutes.

GOING OUT LIKE A LAMB…The Choral Art Society of New Jersey, Inc., will
perform Benjamin Britten’s Rejoice in the Lamb and Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana
on Saturday, January 19, at 8 p.m. at Calvary Episcopal Church in Summit. For
more information, see above.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

There Will Be Blood:
But is it Thicker Than Oil?

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Sisters sometimes
remember their collective childhood
experiences differently. Perhaps what
they recall becomes a personal truth.

In Westfield Community Players’
(WCP) recent offering of Crimes of the
Heart by Beth Henley, three sisters are
brought together by two immediate
tragedies while experiencing old de-
mons individually and collectively.

When the show opened on Broad-
way in 1978, it had already won a
Pulitzer Prize and was nominated for a
numerous other awards.

The play has its good moments —
tender, poignant, clever and sweet —
but those moments are diffused by long
lulls of exposition that are not really
funny, telling or even necessary. The
play is at least 15 minutes too long.

So, why should anyone want to see
WCP’s version that opened to a full
house on January 5 and runs through
this Saturday, January 19?

The superior acting will engage any-
one who understands the term “sibling
rivalry.”

Set in the Magrath sisters’ house in
Hazlehurst, Miss., at the end of the
1970s, the two-act play gives a glimpse
of what it’s like to bear the weight of
emotional and psychological burdens
for decades. Unanswered questions
plague all three Southern belles, who
vary in personality and temperament.

Lenny Magrath (Faith Dowgin) cel-
ebrates her milestone 40th birthday by
lighting birthday candles —sans a cake
—and singing the happy-day song to
herself. As the caretaker of Granddaddy,
an unseen elderly patriarch who is
tucked away in a hospital after suffer-
ing a major stroke, Lenny has never
spent much time on herself.

Thus, dowdy outfits and frumpy old-
lady oxford shoes mirror her low self-
image.

In dramatic contrast is the glamorous
Meg Magrath, (Lynn Langone) the
middle child who pops pills and swills
bourbon; she’s a failed singer who went
off to Hollywood to make her fortune,
only to return to this house a broken
would-be star.

The second tragedy that brings the
three girls together again is baby sister
Babe’s shooting of her husband.

Thirty-four-year-old Babe, (Syndi
Szabo) out on bail, lamely explains to
family members why she shot her hus-
band, the richest man in the county. “I
just didn’t like his looks,” she confesses
in her best Southern drawl.

Truly, It’s a Crime
Worth Investigating

TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE THE STTHE STTHE STTHE STTHE STAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE

Of course there is plenty of back-
story to give the gals, their obnoxiously
condescending cousin Chick Boyle (Liz
Azukas), Meg’s former lover Doc Por-
ter (John Schweska) and Babe’s lawyer
Barnette Lloyd (Al Contursi) some-
thing to gab about.

Unfortunately, we are supposed to be
interested in the storyline, but we aren’t.

What we are interested in is the su-
perb acting, especially of the four
women.

Ms. Dowgin portrays, quite convinc-
ingly, Lenny’s heartbreak of a lonely
birthday and the frustration of knowing
that growing up, she was not the fa-
vored child.

Ms. Langone’s Meg isn’t overdone,
despite the long drunken scene. She
credibly could be Doc’s downfall, with
her seductive nature and outrageous
wardrobe designed by costumer Anna
MacNiven.

Ms. Szabo’s Babe is appropriately
ditzy. This is the role for which Sissy
Spacek won an Academy Award in the
movie version.

It’s always tough playing a villain in
a sea of perceived good guys, but Ms.
Azukas’ cousin Chick makes us fairly
loathe her. Thankfully, it’s just what she
should do.

Director Fred Cuozzo’s pacing
should settle into a better cadence as the
run progresses. At times, these South-
erners speak so fast and in such a high
pitch that the best lines are thrown away
for the screeching.

WCP always puts together a strong
team for each show, and this is no
exception, with Naomi Yablonsky as
producer, Bob Murray as lighting de-
signer and Bill McMeekan as set de-
signer.

Sometimes you just have to appreci-
ate the fine acting and forget a weak
storyline.

 Susan M. Dogherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BETTER LATE THAN NEVER... Meg (Lynn Langone), left, and Babe (Syndi
Szabo), right, surprise their older sister Lenny (Faith Dowgin) with a birthday
cake the morning after her milestone birthday. Superb acting is the reason to see
Westfield Community Players’ comedy/drama, ‘Crimes of the Heart’ running
through this Saturday, January 19.

Choral Art Society
Performs in Summit

WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc., will
perform Benjamin Britten’s Rejoice
in the Lamb and Carl Orff’s Carmina
Burana on Saturday, January 19, at
8 p.m. at Calvary Episcopal Church,
located at 31 Woodland Avenue in
Summit.

For directions, see calvary-
summit.org.

James Little, musical director of
the society, will conduct the
evening’s performance.

Soloists include Ellen Goff
Entriken , soprano; Sharon Morrison
Byrne, alto; Mattthew Hughes,
tenor; and Howard Thompson, bari-
tone.

Members of the New Jersey Youth
Chorus, under the direction of Eliza-
beth Tavit, will join The Choral Art
Society in performing Carmina
Burana.

Pianists Mary Beth McFall and
Kay Healy Wedsworth and The
Choral Art Society Orchestra will
accompany the chorus. Admission
is $20 – $15 for seniors and stu-
dents – at the door.

For more information, call (908)
654-5737.

Juxtapose Gallery Hosts
December Trunk Shows

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Whether you were
a last-minute shopper just getting
started or looking for a few extra
things for the people on your list,
Juxtapose Gallery’s back-to-back
trunk sales had you covered.

This was the first time Juxtapose
Gallery held trunk shows on con-
secutive weekends, according to pro-
prietor Gerri Gildea.

On December 15, Juxtapose pre-
miered the first-ever trunk show for
Sussex County jewelry designer
Suzanne Garofalo.

A jewelry designer for five years,
Ms. Garofalo entered the business in
a roundabout way.

In 2002, after repairing a favorite
necklace that had broken, she real-
ized she had the talent and the desire
to create “wearable accessories.”

Ms. Garofalo describes her jewelry
as “updated classics.”

“My designs tend to be conservative
and practical but not boring,” she said.

At the trunk sale, she functioned as
a personal buyer by asking questions
about each gift’s recipient.

Then, she would put together a
mini-collection of suggested items
based upon their discussion.

“This made the choice clear [so
that] my customers were very confi-
dent in their selection and satisfied
with the experience,” she said.

“Suzanne Garofalo Designs” be-
gan on a part-time basis, but soon,
Ms. Garofalo had left her job as a
merchandising manager for the
United States Equestrian Team in
Gladstone to take her business to the

next level.
“Suzanne’s jewelry line contains a

wide variety of prices and styles,”
said Ms. Gildea. “We had a very
profitable day with her line.”

The following weekend, Decem-
ber 22 and 23, Juxtapose Gallery
hosted the return of jewelry designers
Gina and Tania Spil and the designs
of their company, Due Sorelle.

Participants in many Juxtapose Gal-
lery trunk shows over the years, the
Spil sisters have developed quite a
following with their designs and, con-
sequently, a lot of repeat business.

“When we host a Due Sorelle trunk
show, it is like a reunion,” said Ms.
Gildea.

This year’s trunk sale, however,
brought in a number of new custom-
ers.

“That Saturday was a big shopping
day,” reported Ms. Gildea, adding
that the trunk show attracted a sur-
prising number of first-time custom-
ers for the Due Sorelle jewelry line.

“Our customers like Due Sorelle
jewelry because it is universal,” con-
tinued Ms. Gildea.

“Their designs look nice with
dressy fashions, but they also look
good with jeans.”

One popular style selling well this
year was the starburst necklace – a
delicate chain with little pearls set in
the shape of a starburst.

Those who missed this year’s trunk
shows can purchase Suzanne Garofalo
and Due Sorelle designs by visiting
Juxtapose Gallery at 58 Elm Street in
Westfield.

For more information, call (908)
232-3278.

Tickets Are Available
For 60th School Show
WESTFIELD – Tickets for the 60th

Anniversary Grant/Washington
School musical are on sale now. Good
seats are still available for the 8 p.m.
performances on Friday and Satur-
day, January 25 and 26. The Saturday
matinee is sold out.

 Tickets are $9 each and can be
ordered online through the school’s
website at westfieldnjk12.org/Wash-
ington. The order form may be ac-
cessed by clicking on the “School
Show” tab at the left of the homepage.

Tickets also may be purchased in
person this Saturday, January 19,
during rehearsals from 1 to 1:30 p.m.
at Roosevelt Intermediate School at
301 Clark Street and next Wednes-
day, January 23, from 3 to 3:30 p.m.
in the Washington Elementary School
lobby at 900 St. Mark’s Avenue.

This year’s musical, Ghost Writer,
is described as a cross between
“American Idol” and “Fame.” It is the
60th-annual school show, which be-
gan at Grant School as a way to en-
courage attendance at PTO meetings.

Written and performed entirely by
Washington school parents and teach-
ers, it has since become the school’s
largest fundraiser. Numerous alumni
of previous Grant and Washington
productions are scheduled to perform
in this year’s anniversary show.

VACNJ Celebrates 75
Years On January 23
SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center

of New Jersey (VACNJ) will celebrate
75 years of success in “bringing art
and people together” on January 23.

Trustees, staff, volunteers and mem-
bers of the VACNJ will come together
for a kick-off party for Viva Art!, the
art center’s 75th-anniversary gala.

The event will take place from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. at 68 Elm Street in Sum-
mit.

For further information on the event,
please contact (908) 273-9121, exten-
sion 17.

Town Book Store Hosts
2 Children’s Authors
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store in Westfield will host two
children’s authors on January 19.

Those attending can meet
Mountainside resident Meurice
Jeffers Lake from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Her book, “The Lighthouse Secret,”
is a mystery geared for children ages
9 to 12 and takes place in historic
Cape May.

A lighthouse stands tall and
stately, guarding a secret at the sea-
shore that has been buried for more
than a decade. Nicole Marra, and
her investigative team, works to
solve a mystery and capture a crimi-
nal, but danger follows their every
move.

Then, attendees can meet Montville
resident Doug Snelson, author of
children’s book “Whose Got the
Face?” from 2 to 4 p.m.

“Whose Got the Face?” takes child
and adult alike through the playful
day of an energetic dog named Face.

Those attending the session can
meet the authors. The event takes
place at The Town Book Store, lo-
cated at 270 East Broad Street in
Westfield (corner of East Broad and
Elmer Streets).

Anyone unable to attend these
events can call (908) 233-3535 and
reserve autographed books.

Library’s French-Cheese
Tour Pleases Palates

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —When the
subject is cheese, food-talk practi-
cally becomes an art-form. Palates
seem to get even more refined when
the discussion involves artisan cheese
from France.

Just ask any of
the 75 local resi-
dents attending the
“French Cheese
Tour” last Thurs-
day evening at the
Scotch Plains Li-
brary.

Representatives
of Trader Joe’s pre-
sented the lecture,
which was fol-
lowed by a sam-
pling of an array
of cheeses, accom-
panied by apple
wedges, pear
slices and a cherry
spread.

The venue could have not been
more fitting, as the library is cur-
rently displaying a collection of the
works of three local artists (See re-
lated story on Pg 22).

According to the adult and family
program coordinator, Pam Brooks,
the event was part of the library’s
month-long celebration of French
culture.

“The idea for the French Cheese
Tour grew out of the library’s non-
fiction book club, which has been

reading ‘Marie Antoinette: The Jour-
ney’ by Antonia Fraser.”

Attendees of the event learned about
specific regions of France and their
specialty cheeses, as well as appro-
priate wine and other food pairings.
Carole Peyton of Westfield remarked,

“I almost forgot
about pairing fruit
with cheese.”

The representa-
tives from Trader
Joe’s offered tips
for serving cheese
(leave out for one
hour and serve at
room temperature)
and suggestions
for leftover bits
and pieces (mix
with red wine for a
delicious spread).

Ms. Brooks also
noted that Caroline
Weber, author of
“Queen of Fash-

ion: What Marie Antoinette Wore to
the Revolution,” would be at the li-
brary on January 24 at 7:30 p.m. for
an author’s presentation and book
signing.

On January 31, also at 7:30 p.m.,
Virginia Fabbri Butera, professor of
Art History from the College of St.
Elizabeth, will make a discussion of
Women in French Art.

There’s much more in store for the
remainder of the month of January at
The Scotch Plains Library. Check it
out at scotlib.org.

Linda B. Condrillo for The Leader /The Times
FOOD FOR THOUGHT…A packed
house at the Scotch Plains Library
sampled a selection of artisan cheeses
provided by Trader Joe’s last week as
part of the library’s “French-Cheese
Tour.”

Contagious Drama: Not Too
Late to Catch the Acting Bug

WESTFIELD – The Contagious
Drama Workshop (CDW) is about
to launch its sixth season of acting
programs for children and teenag-
ers.

Westfield’s Beth Painter, founder
of CDW, has been continually de-
veloping her programs to best meet
the creative needs of all types of
students.

She said, “It’s not just a place for
future thespians to come and learn
about the craft of acting. It’s a place
where students can feel safe enough
to take creative risks and learn about
themselves.”

CDW offers programs for both
children who love to be in the spot-
light and those who are uncomfort-
able in group settings.

 All classes include a wide vari-
ety of theater games designed to
build self-confidence and self-es-
teem. In addition to scene study and
monologues, students receive op-
portunities to use and trust their
spontaneous thinking skills as they
engage in improvisation and char-
acter work.

Sessions culminate with an infor-
mal presentation for parents and
invited guests. Ms. Painter devotes
some time at each of these presenta-
tions to getting the guests involved
in a hands-on activity.

Parents and siblings enjoy the op-
portunity to participate in the stu-
dents’ favorite theater games. After
the last presentation, Carolyn
Kirkland, parent of two boys in the
program, said, “I knew the kids were
having fun, but I never really under-
stood how much creativity was in-
volved in this program or what the
possibilities were until I did it my-
self. I had such a wonderful time.”

CDW is still taking registrations
for the 12-week winter session,
which begins on January 23. The
spring mini session, which runs for
five weeks, will start on April 23.

Interested parties can obtain addi-
tional information and download the
registration form by visiting CDW’s
website at contagiousdrama.com, e-
mailing Ms. Painter at
contagiousdrama@yahoo.com or
calling (917)836-3740.

For more info, class times and details contact Beth Painter 917 836 3740 
e-mail contagiousdrama@yahoo.com or visit www.contagiousdrama.com

Acting and Creative Dramatics 
(classes beginning January 23rd)

• Private Coaching & Scout Badge 
programs available

• Classes held in Downtown 
Westfield, NJ

Set your creative spirit free . . .

There’s still time to register
for Winter and Spring Sessions

Contagious Drama Workshop
ACTING CLASSES FOR KIDS AND TEENS
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2007-2008 CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES    28th SEASON MAPLEWOOD   WESTFIELD

Ani Kavafian and Carter Brey 
invite you to experience the 
joys of chamber music as it 

was meant to be heard . . . good 
friends playing together for 

the excitement and love of it . . . 
sharing great music with you 

in an intimate setting.
ANI KAVAFIAN, violin CARTER BREY, cello

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27, 2008
Special Guest Artist

KIM KASHKASHIAN, viola

ALL MOZART PROGRAM
String Quintets in B flat, G minor and C major

MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH
600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL
756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

The next concert will be on Sunday, March 30

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Pottery    Jewelry    Metal

Glass    Textiles    Wood   Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

Local Artists Share Artistic Vision
At Scotch Plains Library Exhibit

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Three vi-
sions of art – photography, pastel
and pencil – are currently on ex-
hibit at the Scotch Plains Library
(SPL).

Titled “Three Artists, Three Vi-
sions,” the exhibit features the work
of Connie Pinkowsky and Paula
Pearl of Fanwood, as well as Steve
Willis of Scotch Plains.

Originally slated to end on De-
cember 30, “Three Artists, Three
Visions” will remain at SPL until
the end of January.

The varied artistic expression of
people, places and things displayed
beside one another on the same walls
makes this exhibit a feast for the
eyes to see Ms. Pinkowski’s vision
is photography. Her passion for this
media is quite evident in the works
she has contributed to “Three Art-
ists, Three Visions.”

Many pieces of her work have
“reflections” in their titles, a word
that aptly expresses the tranquility
her art evokes.

“It is my goal to convey a sense of

peace and serenity to the viewer
through my photographs,” she said.

A former member of the maga-
zine-publishing industry, Ms.
Pinkowski now devotes herself to
photography full-time.

Most of Ms. Pinkowsi’s photo-
graphs consist of outdoor scenes,
using natural light, as she does very
little retouching of her work.

Ms. Pearl’s vision – pastels – also
begins behind the camera’s lens.

A graduate of Syracuse Univer-
sity with a degree in photography,
she begins her creative process with
a camera. Constantly on the look-
out for landscapes, she said she takes
it “everywhere I go.”

Her intense renditions of mead-
ows, fields and rivers are lifelike,
resonating a oneness with nature.

“My photographic background
has a strong influence on the light-
ing and composition of my paint-
ings,” she said.

“Pastel painting has become a pas-
sion for me. The rich intensity of
the colors and the layering effects
that are possible with pastel [now]
make it my medium of choice.”

Mr. Willis’s artistic vision can be
summed up in one word – compari-
son.

Well-known in artistic circles for
his graphite drawings of people,
pets and other well-loved objects,
he also paints in watercolors, acryl-
ics and oils. Graphite, however, is
his medium of choice.

“I like graphite, and I don’t think
it gets the same [attention] as oils. I
wanted to show some other work
and let people compare for them
selves,” he said.

“The starkness and simple line
that graphite gives just pulls me in,”
he continued.

It is this very same starkness and
simplicity that draws the viewer to
Mr. Willis’s work, its depth, com-
mand of detail and intricacy.

“Three Artists, Three Visions” sat-
isfies the art lover in all people, no
matter what that particular vision
might be.

The exhibit, located on the lower
level of the SPL, is open during
regular library hours.

For more information, contact the
library at (908) 322-5007.

THREE’S COMPANY...Until the end of January, the Scotch Plains Library will host three visions of art – photography,
pastel and pencil. Titled “Three Artists, Three Visions,” the exhibit features the work of Fanwood’s Connie Pinkowsky and
Paula Pearl, as well as Steve Willis of Scotch Plains.

Coffee With Conscience
Presents Lucy Kaplansky

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series continues
its eighth season by presenting award-
winning singer/songwriter Lucy
Kaplansky.

The concert will take place at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, located at 1 East Broad Street
(corner of North Avenue), on Saturday,
January 19. Brooklyn-based singer/
songwriter Natalia Zukerman will open.

Doors will open at 7:15 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $26.

Advance purchase of tickets is highly
recommended and available by going
to lucykaplansky.eventbrite.com. All
net proceeds from this evening’s con-
cert will be donated to the Keith Knost
Special Needs Trust.

Mr. Knost is a former Summit resi-
dent who was paralyzed from the
chest down in a car accident in Octo-
ber 2000. He currently resides at
Manor Care in Mountainside, where
he is adjusting to his new life circum-
stances. For more information about
Mr. Knost and the trust, go to
lucykaplansky.eventbrite.com.

Ms. Kaplansky (lucykaplansky.com)
harmonized on Shawn Colvin’s
Grammy-winning “Steady On,” Nanci
Griffith’s “Lone Star State of Mind”
and “Little Love Affairs,” as well as on
four of John Gorka’s albums.

She also landed soundtrack credits,
singing with Suzanne Vega on Pretty in

Pink and Griffith on The Firm,  in
addition to numerous commercial cred-
its.

For more information about the Cof-
fee With Conscience Concert Series,
the upcoming performance or ways in
which to get involved with the series,
visit coffeewithconscience.org, call
(908) 412-9105 or send an e-mail to
concerts4causes@aol.com.

Oratorio Society Of NJ
Goes to the Opera

AREA – The Oratorio Society of
New Jersey, under the direction of
Sandor Szabo, will present its spring
concert of opera choruses on Satur-
day, April 12.

Rehearsals for the spring concert
will begin on Tuesday, January 22, at
7:30 p.m., at Cedar Grove High
School, located on Rugby Road.

Scores will be available at the first
rehearsal. The Oratorio welcomes new
and returning singers. Yearly dues are
$50. (Seniors and students are $40.)

Rehearsals continue on Tuesday
evenings from 8 to 10 p.m. at Cedar
Grove High School.

The Oratorio Society of New Jer-
sey is an amateur volunteer chorus of
approximately 60 members from all
over northern New Jersey. Anyone in
interested in joining may call (973)
783-3837 for further information or
logon to oratoriosocietynj.org.

Former WF Author’s Memoir
Chronicles ‘Rachel in the World’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Former Westfield
resident Jane Bernstein – whose 1988
book, “Loving Rachel,” chronicled
the journey from grief to acceptance
of a “special” child – has released a
second memoir about her daughter,
entitled “Rachel in the World: A Mem-
oir.”

Rachel, who is mentally retarded,
was born with a rare prenatal defor-
mity known as Optic Nerve Hypopla-
sia (ONH), rendering her legally
blind.

“Rachel in the World,” Ms.
Bernstein’s fifth book, picks up her
daughter’s story at age 5 and continues
until 22. It narrates what, at times,
appears to be Ms. Bernstein’s impos-
sible quest to help her daughter live an
independent life.

This book shows, with heartbreak-
ing clarity, that the mentally retarded
community has the same needs and
desires as the rest of the population.

Rachel wanted what most young
people want – independence from her
parent, a job, her own apartment and
a social life.

Ms. Bernstein’s story, however, is
not only about Rachel’s aspirations
but also of the unrelenting efforts
taken to get her the life she has today.

The author, a Pittsburgh resident
and professor of English/creative writ-
ing at Carnegie Mellon University,
thought long and hard about writing a
second book about her daughter.

Initially resistant to the idea, over
time, she began to realize that the first
book, “Loving Rachel,” was as much
about the family’s struggle to accept
and love Rachel as it was about Rachel
herself.

Now, instead of viewing “Rachel
in the World” as a sequel to her first
book, Ms. Bernstein sees “Loving
Rachel” as a prologue to the new
book.

“I always say that ‘Loving Rachel’ is
a book about what happens to a family
after hearing devastating news about
their newborn baby,” she said. “Most of
the book takes place in the weeks and
months after the diagnosis, so it’s very
much about the earliest months of com-
ing to terms with a less-than-perfect
child,” Ms. Bernstein said. “It’s also
about Rachel’s development, her set-
backs and triumphs.”

The second book, she said, con-
cerns what it’s like to raise a child
who has “very strong likes and dis-
likes and very much wants her inde-
pendence but cannot really articulate

her desires all the time or make sound
decisions.”

Ms. Bernstein said the second book
predominantly concerns the “issues”
she encountered in helping her daugh-
ter become independent and sees it
more as “the kind of roadmap I yearned
to have.”

When Ms. Bernstein speaks of her
child, she considers Rachel to have “no
self-consciousness,” meaning that she
“doesn’t think of herself as different.
She isn’t sad about her ‘disabilities.’
She’s just living her life in the present.”

In addition to functioning as a mem-
oir, the book also highlights the neces-
sity of special services for those who
need assistance living on their own.

Rachel remained on a Pennsylva-
nia waiting list for three years despite
being classified as an emergency case.

At the time, she was but one of
20,000 people in the country waiting
for such services.

In August 2005, two months after
graduating from The Children’s In-
stitute in Pittsburgh, Rachel, then 22,

moved into a 24-hour, staff-super-
vised apartment in Coraopolis, Pa.

Now, Rachel has two roommates
and a job as a packer and mailer at the
Training and Outsourcing Center, a
few minutes from her apartment.

Rachel’s older sister, Charlotte
Glynn, has documented the struggle
to provide Rachel with independence
in a film entitled Rachel Is.

More information about Rachel Is
can be found at jacktarfilms.com.

Ms. Bernstein also has authored
“Departures,” a novel, and “Bereft: A

Sister’s Story,” a non-fiction work
about the murder of her older sister,
Laura.

Additionally, she has co-written a
book for young adults entitled “Seven
Minutes in Heaven.”

A prolific essay writer, her works
have received many citations and
awards.

“Rachel in the World” is available
at the Town Bookstore.

For more information about Ms.
Bernstein, log onto janebernstein.net.

Theater Project Hosts Free
Reading Of Sard’s Shadows
CRANFORD – The Theater

Project, Union County College’s Pro-
fessional Theater Company, will
present a staged reading of Shadows
by David Sard on Saturday, January
19 at 3 p.m. Admission is free.

A discussion with the playwright,
director, actors and audience will fol-
low the reading, which will be held in
the Union County College Student

Commons, located at 1033 Spring-
field Avenue in Cranford.

Shadows tells the tragic story of an
ill-fated romance between a young
white man and a young black woman
on a small plantation in old Virginia,
just before the Civil War. Masters and
slaves alike become prisoners in a
web of obligations and covert rela-
tionships.

“It is hoped that the play will lead
people to think about the terrible
legacy of slavery in this country and
its continuing effects on our own
thinking,” said playwright David Sard.
The play earned the rank of semi-
finalist at the O’Neill Conference in
2006.

Mr. Sard, a psychologist and play-
wright, lives in West Orange.

His writings include The Ballad of
Eddie and Jo, a re-imagining of the
story of Oedipus and his mother
Jocasta, (winner of the Lee Strasberg
Theater Institute One-Act Play Com-
petition in 2004), The Private Life of
Jesus Christ (honorable mention in
the 2006 FirstStageLA One-Act Play
Competition) and Bush’s Dream, a
tragic-comic look at what might have
happened if the 43rd president had
had to live as a homeless person on
the streets of New Orleans for a few
days after Hurricane Katrina.

This reading of David Sard’s Shad-
ows is part of the Opening Nights on
Saturday Afternoons Series, featur-
ing free monthly staged readings of
original plays by members of The
Theater Project’s Playwrights Devel-
opment Workshop.

The series continues on Saturday,
February 16, with Boxes by Jon Cit-
ron, Saturday, March 22, with Trio
Sonata by Jewel Seehaus-Fisher, Sat-
urday, April 19 ,with Coffee with God
and WeGotDates.Com by Kal
Wagenheim and Saturday, May 10,
with WMAD by Ed Shakespeare.

For more information about The
Theater Projects Playwrights Work-
shop, call (908) 659-5189 or visit
TheTheaterProject.com.


