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SIXTY CENTS

Mayor Delivers ‘State of Town’;
Council Welcomes Frank Arena
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Mayor Andy
Skibitsky anticipated a year in which
budgetary issues would represent the
town’s biggest challenges, especially
with the departure of Finance Committee Chairman Peter Echausse. Before a standing-room-only audience
at Tuesday’s reorganization meeting,
the mayor discussed these and other

concerns while welcoming Mr.
Echausse’s successor to the council.
State Superior Court Judge Douglas Fasciale swore in new First Ward
Councilman Frank Arena, who defeated Democrat Ross Katz in November. Mr. Arena joined re-elected
incumbents JoAnn Neylan, Mark
Ciarrocca and James Foerst, all Republicans, on the council.
Mr. Arena, as per the mayoral com-

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

INCOMING FRESHMAN…Rayland Van Blake takes the oath of office as the
newest member of Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders from attorney
Mohammed Jalloh as his mother, Claire, looks on. See story on page 3.

Napolitano, Sytko Take Seats
On Garwood Borough Council
By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – More than 60 people
attended the borough council reorganization meeting Sunday afternoon
in Garwood, including New Jersey
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (both LD21, Westfield).
Mayor Dennis McCarthy swore in
Anthony Sytko, a Republican, and
Stephen Napolitano, a Democrat, as
council members. Former Republican councilman Victor DeFillippo did
not seek re-election, and Democrat
Charles Lombardo lost his bid for
another term in the November election.
The council elected Councilwoman
Kathleen Villaggio its president for
the third time, taking over Mr.
Lombardo’s place. She said she was
“honored” to be voted council president.
Mr. Napolitano thanked Mr.
Lombardo and Mr. DeFillippo for
their more than “20 years of continued service to the town residents.
Their hard work will not be forgotten.” He thanked his family for their
support and said he was “humbled
and honored to be chosen to serve the
residents of Garwood and be given a
chance to give back.”
Mr. Sytko congratulated Mr.
Lombardo and Mr. DeFillippo as well,
wishing them “continued success with
all [they] do.” Mr. Sytko said he was
“transparent,” wanting to be available to residents anytime. He also
made the audience laugh, saying, “I
know my grandparents are smiling
down on me, even though none of
them was a Republican.”
The laughs continued when Councilman Keith Sluka stated he “all of a
sudden felt old between these two.”
When Mayor McCarthy asked if any
residents would like to address the
council, frequent meeting attendee
and life-long resident Anne Leonard
chimed in with “no report, mayor,”
which brought another round of

laughs.
Councilman Charles Schadewald
reminded the new councilmen,
“Garwood before politics,” receiving
head nods and smiles from the audience.
Mayor McCarthy asked the audience to remember the men and women
from Garwood and neighboring towns
who are “protecting our freedoms
(on the) homeland and overseas and
those that have been called to duty.”
The mayor said 2008 “will be a
challenging year and, as we look to
make improvements to the borough,
we are faced with the following
questions: How do we make our
economy stronger – without affecting our quality of life? How do we
continue to offer the kind of quality
services we pride ourselves on–
without making the borough more
expensive for middle class and
working families?
“ How do we make room for development that will benefit Garwood –
without displacing our fellow residents and families whom have lived in
the borough for decades? How do we
dare to dream big – while not forgetting to fill the potholes, clean our streets
and parks, and address the small, daily
concerns that make such a big difference in our quality of life?”
He said the borough would upgrade
borough buildings “to make them
more eco-friendly.”
He also thanked Borough Administrator Christina Ariemma and staff for
all “their hard work year round. They
do a great job with the website,
www.garwood.org and the newsletter
Just the Facts. Tina is always there to
help you with any questions you may
have. We feel we offer the best we can
since we work with the best.”
Catherine “Kitty” Madara, of the
Veterans of Foreign War Ladies Auxiliary, told The Westfield Leader the
VF W will hold a blood drive on
Friday, January 18 from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the VFW Post, located at 221
Second Avenue.

Debbie Hoffman for The Westfield Leader

NEW CRANFORD MAYOR…Cranford Committeeman Robert Puhak takes
the oath of office as mayor of the township committee for 2008. His wife, Lori, and
their family accompany him. State Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield)
administered the oath of office. Please see story on page 2.

mittee appointments, will sit on the
Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee and serve as vice
chairman of the Code Review and
Town Property Committee.
After describing the “state of the
town” as “in a word, excellent,” the
mayor touted the town’s role in “easing the burden of property taxes” by
pursuing all available grants in order
to upgrade infrastructure. He also
listed rebuilding lots 1 and 8, offering
TV-36 to Verizon FIOS viewers and
“remaining a leader in the area of
pursuing and utilizing shared services” as successes of the previous
year.
Turning to possible hurdles in the
coming year, the mayor acknowledged, “There is no doubt that 2008
will present some very difficult challenges. Nowhere will that be more
evident than in the area of the budget.”
Despite Mr. Echausse’s retirement,
the mayor said the town was “fortunate” to have the services of Sal
Caruana, first-ward councilman, who
will step in as finance committee
chairman.
In addition to fiscal initiatives, the
mayor highlighted public-safety, infrastructure-maintenance and quality-of-life issues as paramount in
2008.
Under the area of public safety, the
mayor said he would like to see the
“Safe Routes to School Program”
implemented and an “e-alert system,”
whose costs would be shared with the
board of education, enacted.
In 2008, the mayor envisioned completing the pool and police dispatchcenter improvements while beginning
to address the South Avenue
streetscape project.
He also said the council would work
to finalize the quiet zone at the Rahway
Avenue crossing and implement the
recommendations of the land-use
taskforce.
Mayor Skibitsky also commented
on the revised school-aid formula,
which passed in both houses of the
State Legislature on Monday night.
“Westfield stands to receive a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader

ENTERING THE POLITICAL ARENA…State Superior Court Judge Douglas Fasciale, right, swears in newly elected First
Ward Councilman Frank Arena, who is joined on the dais by his wife, Lori, son, Christopher, and daughter, Carli.

Bramnick, Munoz Question New
State School-Funding Formula
By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Despite the efforts of
local state legislators to delay passage of Governor Jon Corzine’s new
formula for distributing state aid to
schools, the Senate and Assembly
passed the measure on Monday night.
The Senate approved the proposal
23-13, and the Assembly approved it
41-36, both with the minimum number of votes needed for passage.
Eleven senators did not vote.
Among those opposing the bill were
Assemblymen Jon Bramnick and Eric
Munoz (LD-21, Westfield and Summit, respectively). At a press conference in Long Hill on the Friday before the vote, the men had described
their desire to have more time to
understand the new school-aid formula.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader

LEADER OF THE (GOP) PACK…State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield sits
in his new seat as Senate Minority Leader with his family – from left to right, wife
Rhonda and daughters Meredith and Elizabeth. Mr. Kean was sworn in to his new
post during swearing-in ceremonies of the 213th State Legislature on Tuesday.

Mountainside Loses Surplus
From 2007 Municipal Budget
By EBONY MCQUEEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — At Tuesday night’s work session, council
members discussed budget transfers for 2007. According to Mayor
Robert Viglianti, because the council did not freeze the borough’s budget in December, they have lost its
surplus.
“This year, almost every budget in
town will be reduced,” said Mayor
Viglianti. “We did it two years ago
and the world did not end.”
He said the decrease would not
include salaries and wages.
The council also discussed the possibility increasing the current rate for
Commercial Driver License (CDL)
bus drivers from $11.60 per hour to
$15 per hour.
“I can’t get any other bus drivers to
drive for under $15,” said James
Debbie, borough administrator.
The borough currently has one
see additional photos from
municipal-government
reorganization meetings
goleader.com/photos

bus driver who has a CDL license
and is seeking to employ another
one.
In other business, the council has
proposed to renew the borough’s contract for health services with the
Westfield Regional Board of Health.
The contract would be in the amount
of $33,414, a $1,080 increase from
last year’s contract.
The board of health shares services
with Garwood, Westfield, Springfield,
Hillside, Roselle Park, New Providence and Summit.
Council members will vote on
Tuesday, January 15 to renew the
contract for 9-1-1 emergency-medical-telephone-call screening services
with Atlantic Ambulance Corporation, a Summit-based organization.
The organization has trained personnel who give callers medical advice while they are waiting for the
ambulance to arrive.
The meeting ended with council
members going into executive session to discuss bids for a borough
surplus vehicle and janitorial services.
Both bids needed legal advice.
The borough’s next regular council meeting will be held on January
15.

“My message to the governor is
simple,” Mr. Bramnick said. “‘Hold
the bill.’”
Mr. Bramnick, who called the
school-funding bill “a moving freight
train,” acknowledged at the event that
it was unlikely that he, Mr. Munoz
and Senator Tom Kean (all LD-21,
Westfield) would be successful in
stalling the bill long enough for “effective evaluation” of the impact of
the legislation.

During the conference, Nanette
Harrington of Long Hill’s board of
education described part of the problem the lawmakers faced, showing
how similar municipalities appear to
encounter different increases in aid.
Westfield, like Long Hill, will see the
lowest increase in state aid, at 2 percent.
Long Hill Mayor George Vitureira
said the increase works out to about
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS Mayor Thanks Volunteers;
Lane to be Council President
squad and fire company. “Every rescue squad member past and present
MOUNTAINSIDE – At the bor- deserve our thanks,” Mayor Viglianti
ough council’s reorganization meet- said.
In regards to the fire company, he
ing, held last Wednesday, Mayor
Robert Viglianti and the council said, “Today we have one of the best
showed their appreciation for former volunteered companies in the county,
council member Werner Schon for who not only provide us with fire
his “25 years of unselfish service” to protection but also do other commuMountainside.
nity services.”
“Werner, you are
Other thanks
leaving council this
went to the
evening without a
Mountainside Lipension and withons Club, the
out a lifetime
Mountainside
healthcare,” Mayor
PAL and all of the
Viglianti said.
volunteers “who
“You are, however,
have been instrunow joining a very
mental in providlong list of resiing recreational
dents who always
sports.”
cared about, and
“These proworked for the betgrams can only
terment of, our
work with the
dedication of the
community.”
The borough
men and women
presented
Mr.
Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader who are working
Schon with a THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES… with our youth,”
wooden rocking Mountainside Councilman Glenn the mayor said.
chair, inscribed Mortimer, right, thanks Werner Schon,
He pointed out
is retiring, for his 25 years as a
with his name and who
the
amount of borborough councilman.
ough employees,
“25 years of serincluding police officers who “have
vice” in it.
During his yearly address to the chosen Mountainside for their
council and borough residents, Mayor homes.”
“No employee is required to live in
Viglianti, who has served as
Mountainside’s mayor for more than town, yet we have a high percentage
20 years and is Union County’s long- of our police officers who live in
est-serving current mayor, thanked Mountainside. Who knows a community better than a police officer?”
the borough’s “many” volunteers.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
He began by thanking the rescue
By EBONY MCQUEEN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

courtesy of Bruce Regenstreich

OUR NEW DIGS…Zambian refugees are completely outfitted in the sneakers,
shorts and jerseys they received this year through donations from Westfield
families, the Westfield Soccer Association and surrounding towns. The
Regenstreich family – whose son, Andrew, is in Africa working at a refugee camp
– started the drive after Andrew sent a letter requesting some equipment.
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Garwood Mayor Appoints
Athletic-Field Committee
By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – At the first boroughcouncil meeting of the year, Council
President Kathleen Villaggio asked
Police Chief William Legg to investigate drivers speeding in town on
streets like Oak, Cedar and Walnut

MS Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
David Samsky for The Westfield Leader

VERY IMPORTANT POLITICIANS…Local and state politicians, both past and
present, attended Westfield’s reorganization meeting. Above, before the meeting
began, Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean Jr. (LD-21, Westfield) greets residents
and checks in with former Mayor Greg McDermott, whose wife, Andrea, sits to
his left. Other notables pictured include former Mayor Ron Frigerio, Assemblyman Eric Munoz (LD-21, Summit), former councilman Matt Albano and Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks.

Westfield Council Welcomes
Arena, Hears ‘State of Town’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

miniscule 2-percent increase in state
aid,” he said. “At the very least, this
will have a devastating impact on our
residents because the share of the
district’s expenses that is not paid
from state aid must be picked up by
property owners through property
taxes.”
The mayor said he has been in
“continuous contact” with state representatives, including State Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. and Assemblymen Jon
Bramnick (both LD-21, Westfield)
and Eric Munoz (LD-21, Summit) –
all of whom were present Tuesday
night – about the issue.
Republicans, State Senator Leonard
Lance (LD-23, Flemington) and
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
both candidates for the 7th-Congressional seat vacated by Mike Ferguson,
also attended, as well as a host of
former mayors, including Bud
Boothe, Tom Jardim, Greg
McDermott and Ron Frigerio.
Concerning mayoral-proposed
employee appointments, Third Ward
Councilman David Haas and Fourth
Ward Councilman Tom Bigosinski
voted not to re-appoint Robert
Cockren, Christine Nugent and
Michael Panagos to their posts as
town attorney, municipal prosecutor
and public defender, respectively,
because of pension concerns. Mr.
Bigosinski voted similarly in 2007.
The measure passed, 7-2.
When discussion arose, Mr. Haas
addressed his peers from the dais.
He said as opposed to last year,
when he did vote in favor of the above

individuals, he could not, “in good
conscience,” vote to pass these pension expenses on to future taxpayers,
despite his respect for the work the
individuals do.
He later estimated that each
individual’s pension would amount
to between $400,000 and $1 million.
Mr. Haas described to The Westfield
Leader after the meeting how he arrived at the $400,000 figure.
He used a hypothetical case of an
individual working for 25 years and
earning $65,000 in three of them.
After employing the pension formula – whereby one would divide total
years (25) by 55 before multiplying
that figure by the three highest-paying
years (estimated at $65,000) – Mr. Haas
took that number (roughly $30,000),
multiplied it by a 20-year life expectancy (totaling nearly $600,000), before
factoring in inflation, which lowers the
figure to $400,000.
Councilmen Haas and Bigosinski
later voted not to re-appoint the labor
attorney Rick Danser, obtain his services or those of the town attorney.
All measures passed.
In terms of the four council committees, besides Mr. Caruana’s ascension to finance chairman, all other
committee chairs will remain status
quo. Mr. Ciarrocca will continue to
head the public-safety committee; Ms.
Neylan will lead the public-works
committee; Mr. Foerst will remain
Code Review chairman.
Robert Newell, who is replacing
Elizabeth List, will begin a two-year
term as town historian.

Mayor Viglianti asked the audience.
The mayor swore into office newly
elected Councilman Jeffrey Wass and
re-elected Councilman Glenn
Mortimer, who has served as a council member for nine years, to begin
their three-year terms.
The council elected William Lane
as its 2008 council president, taking
over the responsibilities from Councilman Keith Turner.
The council adopted its rules for
2008 and appointed council members to certain committees.
Fire department officers were appointed to designated positions in the
fire department. Municipal Judge
James DeRose swore in the officers.
After the meeting, the attendees,
which included State Senator Tom
Kean Jr., and Assemblymen Jon
Bramnick and Eric Munoz (all LD-21,
Westfield and Summit) processed to a
reception, celebrating the borough’s
112th reorganization meeting.

Streets.
Mayor Dennis McCarthy appointed
a committee to oversee the $2.1-million James V. Guerriero Athletic Field
upgrade project. The committee consists of Councilmen Keith Sluka and
Stephen Napolitano, planning-board
chairman Robert Pender, recreationcommission and planning-board
member Sandro Villaraut, Borough
Engineer Donald Guarriello and Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma.
The athletic field, located on Myrtle
Avenue, will have synthetic turf, a
walking track and other upgrades.
Ms. Villaggio, serving her eighth
year as liaison to the board of education, said she “looks forward to working with the board of education and
hopes that we meet more regularly.”
The next BOE meeting will be held
this Tuesday at 7 p.m. at Lincoln
School. The BOE is searching for a
superintendent to replace Wilfred
Murphy, who resigned in December
due to health reasons. In the meantime, Lincoln School Principal Teresa
Quigley is serving as acting superintendent.
Mr. Sluka said there are still biodegradable bags for leaf pick up available at the Department of Public
Works. More information is available at garwood.org.
The council will hold its next meeting on January 22 at 7 p.m. at borough
hall.

POLICE BLOTTER

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

FATALITY...Westfield police are on the accident scene at North Avenue near 4th
Avenue Friday morning at 7 a.m., where an eastbound vehicle struck a pedestrian
crossing the street. The victim, a 57-year-old Plainfield man, died of his injuries.

Car Strikes, Kills Area Man
On North Ave. in Westfield
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A Plainfield man
has died of injuries he sustained when
he was struck by a car traveling eastbound early Friday on North Avenue
near 4th Avenue in Westfield.
Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department told The
Westfield Leader Friday afternoon that
Stanley Jackson, 57, was struck at
7:03 a.m. by a 2006 Mercedes Benz
as he attempted to cross from the
north side of North Avenue.
He said Mr. Jackson, an employee of
Atlantic Plumbing at 526 North Avenue, East, had attempted to cross the
street to his workplace from a parking
lot that company employees use on the
north side of North Avenue. According
to Captain Auchter, it was not known
whether Mr. Jackson was in the crosswalk when the accident occurred.

The captain said Mr. Jackson had
been “admitted to University Hospital in Newark in critical condition.”
The driver of the Mercedes Benz,
identified as Adela La Farga, 57, of
Scotch Plains, was not injured. Captain Auchter said the police department had not issued any summonses
to her. He said the accident remains
under investigation.
The accident occurred near the
scenes of two other traffic fatalities
that occurred in Westfield during the
past four years. In August 2006, an 82year-old Westfield resident was killed
when a car struck her as she attempted
to cross North Avenue, East, between
Central Avenue and Elmer Street.
In December of 2003, a 58-yearold Mountainside pedestrian was fatally injured when a car struck her as
she crossed North Avenue, East, near
Hillcrest Avenue.

Maria Woehr for The Westfield Leader

DEERFIELD FIELD DEMOLITION…The Mountainside Board of Education
discussed the renovation of Deerfield’s playground at its meeting on Tuesday
night. Board members said the playground, demolished this week, would be
replaced in the spring. The equipment should arrive at the end of January, Joseph
Tinnirella said. The BOE conducted a first reading on the wording of more than
90 policies; members hope to finish updating policies by the end of February, BOE
vice-president MaryBeth Schaumberg said.

Bramnick, Officials Discuss
State School-Aid Formula
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

$18,000 over last year for his town, or
roughly $6 per household, an amount
he described as “insulting.”
Although the presentation centered on Long Hill, Ms. Harrington
said it demonstrated the difficulty in
understanding the state’s new formula. Ms. Harrington showed her
analysis of the data, and after multiple methods of analysis, concluded,
“There is no discernable correlation
between the funding increase and
relative property-value growth, income growth, enrollment growth or
percent of funding from the state.”

Westfield Board of Education President Ginny Leiz said the bulk of
Westfield’s aid is “categorical,” meaning it is directed toward students with
“special needs.” She said two thirds of
the aid would be rolled into the wealthbased formula, putting Westfield at
risk for cuts, directly affecting its special-education program.
Chris Connor, a Long Hill resident and former board-of-education
member, asked where the $532 million to fund this bill was coming
from in this time of a state budgetary
crisis.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader

DELAY DENIED…Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) speaks with
(left to right) Summit Board of Education member Eleanor Doyle, Westfield BOE
President Ginny Leiz and BOE member Alice Hunnicutt last Friday in Long Hill.
Mr. Bramnick and fellow Assemblyman Eric Munoz sought a delay in passage of
the state’s school-funding bill to allow for additional review. Despite their efforts,
lawmakers approved the proposal on Monday.

Kathy Marques for The Westfield Leader

NEWBIES ON GARWOOD COUNCIL...Above, first-time councilman Anthony
Sytko, a Republican, takes the oath of office from Mayor Dennis McCarthy at last
Sunday’s reorganization meeting as, from left to right, Anthony’s father Glenn,
sister Angela and mother Maggie provide support. Below, Democrat Stephen
Napolitano, second from right, also a first-time councilman, shares a smile with
the mayor and family members after his swearing-in.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

NEW VOICE ON COUNCIL…Former Fanwood Police Chief and newly-elected
Republican Councilman Anthony Parenti, center, takes his oath of office during
the Fanwood governing body’s annual reorganization meeting New Year’s Day,
administered by former New Jersey Governor Donald DiFrancesco, left. Mr.
Parenti was elected to his inaugural council term November 6.

GW Announces Holiday
Decorating Winners
GARWOOD – The Celebrations
Committee of Garwood has announced
the results for the 2007 Garwood Holiday Home Decorating Contest.
The contest consisted of two judged
categories: best-decorated home and
grounds, which was awarded to three
homes this year, and the “Chevy Chase
Award,” given to the home judged to
have the most holiday lights.
Winners from the first category
were as follows: 1st place - 545 Locust Avenue, 2nd place - 347 Myrtle
Avenue and 3rd place - 345 2nd Avenue. The “Chevy Chase Award” went
to 315 Hickory Avenue.
Each winning home received a gift
certificate.
The Celebrations Committee of
Garwood is a mayoral-appointed volunteer group that organizes annual
public activities such as the Easter
egg hunt, Memorial Day service,
Christmas-tree lighting and other
functions. Those interested can contact Garwood Borough Hall at (908)
789-0710.

cheaper than
a time machine.
goleader.com/archives

Westfield
Sunday, December 2, police report
multiple cases of windows being broken
on automobiles between December 2 and
December 30. The incidents involved
front, back and side windows, as well as
side-view mirrors.
There was one incident December 2 at
Westfield High School, one December 9
on Myrtle Avenue, one December 20 on
Kimball Avenue, five December 24, including one each on Everson Place,
Westfield Avenue and Columbus Avenue and two on Grandview Avenue, one
December 29 on North Avenue, West,
and one December 30 on Barchester Way.
Additionally, police received reports
of thefts from cars between December 10
and January 3. The incidents occurred at
Delaware Street/Boynton Avenue,
Tamaques Park, a municipal lot on Central Avenue and at a Clark Street facility.
Sunday, December 23, Javier SanchezMariscal, 28, of North Plainfield was arrested on a Westfield motor-vehicle warrant at the Scotch Plains Police Department.
He was released after posting $760 bail.
Wednesday, December 26, Teresa
Angelo, 36, of North Plainfield was arrested on Orchard Street on an outstanding Westfield traffic warrant. She was
released after posting $175 bail.
Thursday, December 27, Farid Ali, 31,
of Piscataway was arrested during a motor-vehicle stop on the 700 block of North
Avenue, West, on an outstanding East
Orange traffic warrant. He was released
after posting $387 bail.
Thursday, December 27, Cliff Navarro,
23, of Elizabeth was arrested during a motor-vehicle stop at West Broad and Pierson
Streets on five outstanding motor-vehicle
warrants and for hindering apprehension.
The warrants were from Watchung,
$1,700 bail; Scotch Plains, $600 bail;
Cranford, $500 bail; Piscataway, $500
bail, and Kenilworth, $300 bail.
Navarro was charged with hindering
apprehension for allegedly giving police
a false name and date of birth. Bail was set
at $750. Navarro posted bail on all the
warrants and the Westfield charge and
was released.
Sunday, December 30, a resident of
Barchester Way reported that the driver’s
side window on her motor vehicle was
broken while the vehicle was parked in
front of her house.
Wednesday, January 2, Steven Jaume,
33, of Warren was arrested on Springfield
Avenue and charged with possession of
anabolic steroids and possession of hypodermic needles. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.
Wednesday, January 2, Brian J. Rosener,
18, of Linden and Jeffrey L. Meierdierck,
20, of Westfield were arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana following a motorvehicle stop at South and Windsor Avenues. Both men were released on their
own recognizance with summonses.
Wednesday, January 2, Alexandra J.
McMahon, 21, of Westfield was arrested
following a motor-vehicle stop on Scotch
Plains Avenue and West Broad Street and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia. Further investigation resulted in an additional charge of

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

NEW MAYORAL TERM…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr is sworn in to her
second mayoral term January 1 at borough hall. Former New Jersey Governor
Brendan Byrne, left, administered the oath of office. Also pictured with Mayor
Mahr are her husband, George, and three sons. Mayor Mahr won her re-election
bid on November 6.

possession of cocaine. She was released on
her own recognizance with summonses.
Thursday, January 3, Christopher
Viciana, 19, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding New Brunswick criminal
warrant with $816 bail following a police
investigation on the 300 block of Connecticut Street. He was turned over to the
New Brunswick Police Department.
Friday, January 4, Nancy Davis, 43, of
Westfield was arrested on three outstanding Westfield traffic warrants, with total
bail of $165, following a motor-vehicle
stop on the 600 block of North Avenue,
West. She was released after posting bail.
Friday, January 4, Andrew Garrison,
22, of Westfield was arrested during a
motor-vehicle stop at Boulevard and Park
Street on an active Westfield traffic warrant. He posted $1,000 bail and was released pending a court date.
Saturday, January 5, Jim Dallas, 52, of
Westfield was arrested on the 1000 block
of Central Avenue on a Westfield criminal warrant. He posted $2,500 bond and
was released, with a court date to be set.
Garwood
Friday, January 4, David K. Folger, 49,
of Tiverton, R.I., was arrested on the 100
block of North Avenue at the Cranford
township line after police observed him
allegedly driving his vehicle in an erratic
manner. After stopping him, police determined Folger was intoxicated.
He was charged with driving under the
influence, careless driving, failure to keep
right and failure to exhibit a valid vehicleregistration card. He was released to a friend
pending a municipal-court appearance.
Scotch Plains
Monday, December 31, an employee
at a Mountain Avenue business reported
that unknown suspects spray-painted graffiti on the back door of the business.
Thursday, January 3, Michael Brown,
24, of Morristown was arrested for obstruction of justice after police responded
to a report of a disturbance on East Second Street. According to police, officers
attempted to speak to Brown and he tried
to flee before being apprehended. He was
transported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released on bail,
police said.
Thursday, January 3, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone broke
the rear window of his motor vehicle.
Thursday, January 3, a resident of Lamberts Mill Road reported that his neighbor
yelled at him on several occasions for no
apparent reason.
Friday, January 4, a student at the Union
County Magnet School on Raritan Road
reported that someone entered his locker
and removed his cell phone valued at
approximately $400.
Friday, January 4, a student at Union
Catholic High School on Martine Avenue
reported that someone entered his motor
vehicle and removed his iPhone and GPS
(Global Positioning System) valued at
$800.
Sunday, January 6, a customer at a Park
Avenue business reported that the owner
yelled obscenities at her after they got into
an argument about the pricing of an item.
Fanwood
Wednesday, January 2, Joseph B.
Franks, 21, of Allentown was arrested on
outstanding Newark and Princeton warrants after a field investigation.
Thursday, January 3, Amirah J. Brack,
21, of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding Mountainside warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
Friday, January 4, Alexander M. Acuna,
24, of Elmwood Park was arrested on an
outstanding Paterson warrant after a field
investigation on Arlene Court.
Friday, January 4, a resident of Kyte
Place reported that someone entered his
motor vehicle while it was parked in the
street and removed $4.
Saturday, January 5, someone entered
a Gere Place resident’s motor vehicle
sometime between the hours of 10 p.m.
Friday and 8 a.m. Saturday and removed
$40. The vehicle was parked unlocked in
the street at the time.
Saturday, January 5, Renata Alford,
27, of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding Newark warrant after a motorvehicle stop on South Avenue.
Monday, January 7, Marie E. Edmond,
53, of Westfield was arrested on an outstanding Raritan Borough warrant after a
motor vehicle stop.
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Former NJ Governors Attend
Fanwood Reorganization Meeting
ing in for Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (LD-22, Fanwood), made a
presentation of plaques and bouquets
as a gift from the Democratic Party in
Fanwood to the Democratic council
members. Mr. Trumpp made a similar presentation to the Republican
council members.

He also said, “It is unfortunate that
Councilman Parenti won’t be able to
FANWOOD — Former Governors
lend his expertise to the public-safety
Brendan Byrne and Donald
committee, but he will lend his experDiFrancesco attended Fanwood’s retise and experience in other ways.”
organization meeting on January 1 at
Mr. Parenti was assigned to chair the
the Fanwood borough chambers.
health and human services commitScotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
tee.
and former Fanwood
Mr. Walsh said Mr.
Mayors Lou Jung and
Parenti would serve the
Ted Trumpp, who serves
public-safety committee
as Fanwood’s Republiin an advisory capacity,
can municipal chairman,
however.
also attended.
When asked to comGovernor Byrne spoke
ment
about
Mr.
about his close ties with
Trumpp’s remarks, Mr.
Mayor Colleen Mahr’s
Parenti told The Scotch
family in West Orange
Plains-Fanwood Times
before swearing the
he did not wish to remayor in to her second
spond but said he was
term of office. Regardlooking forward to working the more than 60
ing with multiple compeople who attended the
mittees, to which he
meeting, Governor
would lend his experiByrne said, “If [a candience.
date] could draw a crowd
The new council then
like this in Iowa, [he or
held a special meeting to
Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times elect or approve various
she would] be elected
VOICE ON COUNCIL…Former Fanwood Police Chief and appointments, including
President.” He also NEW
newly elected Republican Councilman Anthony Parenti, center,
spoke about the impor- takes his oath of office during the Fanwood governing body’s annual a vote to elect Counciltance of municipal gov- reorganization meeting New Year’s Day, administered by former woman Joan Wheeler as
ernment and council New Jersey Governor Donald DiFrancesco, left. Mr. Parenti was council president. Ms.
members before swear- elected to his inaugural council term November 6.
Wheeler, who was choing in Katherine Mitchell
sen as council represento her fourth term on the council.
Mr. Trumpp said he was glad to see tative to the planning board, was unGovernor DiFrancesco swore in a bipartisan council in Fanwood and able to attend the meeting due to
first-time councilman Anthony added, “I wish I could say the same illness. Mayor Mahr also swore in
Parenti, the former Fanwood police for Elizabeth but maybe that will come Lara DiFabrizio as borough prosecuchief. He spoke about Mr. Parenti’s about some day. He added, “There tor, Michelle Jaker as public defender
30 years of leadership and expertise will be freedom of information now, and numerous rescue-squad memin traffic and public safety.
which has been lacking in the last few bers.
Councilman Bruce Walsh, stand- years.”
In her state-of-the-borough address,
Mayor Mahr talked of the millions of
dollars currently being invested in
Fanwood and the future of sustainable economic development. “It is
important to control our own destiny,” she said. “We want to protect its
By WAYNE BAKER
school-funding bill “a moving freight (Fanwood’s) future and character.”
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
She also said the borough was factrain,” acknowledged at the event that
AREA — Despite the efforts of it was unlikely that he, Mr. Munoz ing financial difficulties, with sharp
local state legislators to delay pas- and Senator Tom Kean Jr. (LD-21, increases in the cost of insurance and
sage of Governor Jon Corzine’s new Westfield) would be successful in a 4-percent cap on the amount that
formula for distributing state aid to stalling the bill long enough for “ef- could be raised through taxes. “We
schools, the Senate and Assembly fective evaluation” of the impact of will be forced to make some difficult
decisions,” Mayor Mahr said.
passed the measure on Monday night. the legislation.
She said the council would proThe Senate approved the proposal
During the conference, Nanette
23-13, and the Assembly approved it Harrington of Long Hill’s board of pose a bipartisan committee to look
41-36, both with the minimum num- education described part of the prob- at the municipal budget. “It’s getting
ber of votes needed for passage. lem lawmakers faced, showing how harder to maintain the high level of
Eleven senators did not vote.
similar municipalities appear to en- services you expect and not raise
Among those opposing the bill were counter different increases in aid. taxes,” she added.
Wrapping up the reorganization
Assemblymen Jon Bramnick and Eric Westfield, like Long Hill, will see the
meeting, Father Donald Hummel of
Munoz (LD-21, Westfield and Sum- lowest aid increase, at 2 percent.
mit, respectively). At a press conferLong Hill Mayor George Vitureira St. Agnes Roman Catholic Church in
ence in Long Hill on the Friday before said the increase works out to about Clark gave a benediction, and the
the vote, the men had described their $18,000 over last year for his town, or audience sang “God Bless America.”
desire to have more time to understand roughly $6 per household, an amount A reception at the Chelsea of Fanwood
followed the meeting.
the new school-aid formula.
he described as “insulting.”
“My message to the governor is
Although the presentation centered
simple,” Mr. Bramnick said. “‘Hold on Long Hill, Ms. Harrington said it
the bill.’”
demonstrated the difficulty in underMr. Bramnick, who called the standing the state’s new formula. Ms.
Harrington showed her analysis of
the data, and after multiple methods
SP Council to Vote on
By FRED T. ROSSI
of analysis, she concluded, “There is
Ashbrook Reservation no discernable correlation between Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
the funding increase and relative propSCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
Deer-Reduction Effort erty-value growth, income growth, board of adjustment last week adBy FRED T. ROSSI
enrollment growth or percent of fund- journed a hearing on an application to
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ing from the state.”
operate the township’s first bed-andSCOTCH PLAINS — The townWestfield Board of Education Presi- breakfast after board members reship council next week will vote to dent Ginny Leiz said the bulk of quested further details about certain
award a contract to Wildlife Manage- Westfield’s aid is “categorical,” mean- aspects of the proposal.
ment Services to conduct a deer-re- ing it is directed toward students with
Michael Tatsch seeks a use variduction program later this winter in “special needs.” She said two thirds of ance to convert part of his home at
the Ashbrook Reservation.
the aid would be rolled into the wealth- 233 Union Avenue into a three-room
The program to reduce the bur- based formula, putting Westfield at bed-and-breakfast that he and his wife
geoning deer herd began in 2006 after risk for cuts, directly affecting its spe- would operate. He told the board at its
years of increased traffic accidents cial-education program.
first meeting of the year last Thursinvolving deer and incidents of deer
Chris Connor, a Long Hill resident day that he envisions attracting outstraying off the reservation and onto and former board-of-education mem- of-town businesspeople visiting
adjacent neighborhood properties. ber, asked where the $532 million to nearby corporate offices and indiThe Mountainside firm has conducted fund this bill was coming from in this viduals or families visiting the area
time of a state budgetary crisis.
for family weddings, reunions or other
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
events.
Mr. Tatsch said his establishment
would help promote local businesses
that his guests would patronize, such
as restaurants, liquor stores and florists.
A bed-and-breakfast, he told the
board, would “expose the Scotch
Plains lifestyle to more people and
provide that little extra when it comes
to [a guest considering] relocation.”
There are only a few bed-and-breakfasts in the area, he said, with ones in
Plainfield, Fanwood and Summit being the closest.
After explaining to the board how
he and his wife planned to operate
and market their business, Mr. Tatsch
said he had not yet secured any operating license from any appropriate
industry group. He said getting the
use variance would be “a first step” in
the process of getting the business
Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
underway, a process he said would
INCOMING FRESHMAN…Rayland Van Blake takes the oath of office as the
take months.
newest member of Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders from attorney
Mohammed Jalloh while his mother, Claire, looks on. See story on page 3.
Board member Ken Anderson exBy DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Bramnick, Munoz Question
State School-Funding Formula

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

NEW MAYORAL TERM…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr is sworn in to her second mayoral term January 1 at borough
hall. Former New Jersey Governor Brendan Byrne, left, administered the oath of office. Also pictured with Mayor Mahr
are her husband, George, and three sons. Mayor Mahr was re-elected November 6.

Mayor Marks Calls for Bipartisan
Approach to Selecting SP Manager
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Martin Marks, delivering his ninth and
final New Year’s address at the
council’s annual reorganization meeting last Wednesday, urged the township council to work on a bipartisan
basis to agree on a successor to outgoing Municipal Manager Thomas
Atkins and discussed the possible
creation of Special Improvement District (SID) in the downtown area and
renovations to the township’s two
firehouses.
The council unanimously selected
Councilwoman Nancy Malool to
serve as deputy mayor for 2008; it
unanimously reappointed Township
Attorney Brian Levine, Assistant Attorney Lawrence Woodruff, Municipal Prosecutor Thomas Russo and
Public Defender Casey Woodruff to
their positions.
The mayor said he considered rethinking his plans not to seek reelection for a third term this year. But,
“with recent developments in New
Jersey politics that have specifically
touched my life,” namely his campaign for the 7th (Congressional)
District seat vacated by Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-7, New Providence), “it
appears that this will in fact be my last

SP Resident Proposes B&B
For Union Avenue Home
pressed some concern about granting
a use variance that, he said, “stays
with the property,” meaning the board
needed to be concerned with a future
owner’s potential plans for running a
bed-and-breakfast, including building expansion or other unforeseen
developments.
Mr. Tatsch told the board he had no
plans for expansion or additional construction. Plans call for guest bedrooms to be located on the second
floor, with Mr. Tatsch’s living quarters, except for the kitchen, situated
mostly in the basement. Board member Chris Abeel asked whether it was
permissible under local building codes
to have a bedroom located in the
basement of a house.
When board member Rich Duthie
asked whether the house was equipped
with handicapped ramps, fire-suppression and alarm systems, fire escapes and a second exit from the
basement area, Mr. Tatsch said it
wasn’t.
Mr. Duthie said that many of these
items would likely be required and
that Mr. Tatsch needed to consider
these “significant expenses” before
moving forward with starting his business.
“It’s premature to come to the board
before knowing all that is needed to
be known,” Mr. Duthie said.
Board attorney Vincent Loughlin
said Mr. Tatsch needed to “demonstrate to the board that the property
can be safely and properly used.”
Board chairman James Fawcett said
basement living quarters “could be
very problematic.” He told Mr. Tatsch
that “the checklist needs to be checked
off more completely” before the board
could give more thorough considerCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Scotch Plains reorganization speech.”
Last month, Mr. Atkins announced
his intention to retire this summer
after 28 years in his position. While
Mr. Atkins’ decision “came as a shock
and disappointment to most,” Mayor
Marks said last week he was “pleased
to report that Tom’s decision was
indeed on his terms.”
Mr. Atkins “has been the object of
respect and admiration not only by
this and numerous past township
councils, but also by his peers in
municipal government throughout
New Jersey and beyond,” the mayor
said.
He said, “There is no doubt that the

most important function” of council
this year will be finding a successor
to Mr. Atkins, a process he said has
already started. The mayor said he
had “personally seen the benefit of
having a nonpartisan municipal manager at the helm, so there is no question in my mind that this ought to be
the way to continue on into the future.”
The mayor said the present council,
with three Republicans and two Democrats, proved in 2007 “that it can function in a bipartisan manner, albeit not
necessarily unanimously, on the important issues of the day.” He said he
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Mayor Mahr to Form FW
Budget-Review Committee
of budget meetings are scheduled for
the coming weeks.
FANWOOD — At the regular
Residents interested in serving on
monthly borough-council meeting the committee should send their
résumés to borTuesday night, Council President Joan
ough hall on
North Martine
Wheeler announced
Avenue to the
that Mayor Colleen
Mahr would form a
attention of
Borough Clerk
budget-review comE l e a n o r
mittee as the governing body prepares to
McGovern “as
soon as poscraft the municipal
sible,” Mrs.
budget.
Presiding at the
Wheeler said.
The council
meeting in place of
approved a seMayor Mahr – who
was in Trenton for the
ries of administrative resoluGovernor’s annual
address – Mrs. Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times tions; these inWheeler said the bi- WELLS DONE...Councilman David cluded a meapartisan committee Valian, left, congratulates Russell Wells sure to hire a
would “continue the as Fanwood’s volunteer-of-the-month. contractor for
transparent process” Mr. Wells also received a resolution the reconstrucof developing the honoring his 12 years of service on the tion of Russell
Road between
borough’s annual fis- recreation commission.
cal plan.
Paterson Road and Midway Avenue
Mrs. Wheeler said the mayor would at a cost no greater than $35,000.
select members of the community to
The governing body also hired a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
serve on the panel, noting that a series
By TED RITTER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SECOND IN COMMAND…Al Mirabella of Fanwood is sworn in as Union
County Freeholder vice chairman by State Senator Nick Scutari (LD-22, Linden)
as his wife Phyllis and children, Alex and Micayla, look on during Sunday’s reorganization meeting at the Union County Courthouse in Elizabeth. See story on
page 3.
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Setting Objectives for ‘08
In New Year’s Address
By Mayor Martin Marks, Scotch Plains

Debbie Hoffman for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

NEW CRANFORD MAYOR…Cranford Committeeman Robert Puhak takes
the oath of office as mayor of the township committee for 2008. His wife, Lori, and
their family accompany him. State Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield)
administered the oath of office. See story on page 2.

SP Council Reorganizes
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

believed that the council “will continue to work admirably in a bipartisan
manner” on finding a successor to Mr.
Atkins, as well as on other initiatives,
adding that, “if it is not done unanimously, quite frankly, who cares?”
He said township residents “are
astute enough to see through the unnecessary politicization of issues.”
Addressing other issues, the mayor
said he hoped “to see the township
council take definitive action” this year
on establishing a SID in the downtown
business area. On January 28, the council will hold a meeting for downtown
business and property owners to discuss the particulars of a SID.
Last month, the mayor said “a lot
of the legwork” on the parameters
and financing of a SID had been done
in 2003-2004 when a steering committee formulated “many” of those
details. The 2004 council voted down
a SID ordinance in the face of opposition from downtown business and
property owners.
The mayor called planned renovations to the two firehouses “one of the
more important capital projects that
will need to move forward” this year.
In November, the council approved a
$5,000 professional services resolution for preliminary architectural services for improvements to the two
facilities, which are located at the
corner of Martine Avenue and Raritan

FW Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

company to supervise upcoming
shared-services meetings with Scotch
Plains and the board of education (they
will next meet January 18) and approved a change order to install bumpers
around the fence-enclosed trash-collection zone behind downtown businesses along Martine Avenue.
The governing body dually honored Russell Wells, who was lauded
for his service on the recreation commission and as the borough’s volunteer of the month. In December, Mr.
Wells stepped down after serving for
a dozen years on the commission.
“I really did enjoy the 12 years,”
Mr. Wells said. “It wasn’t just me;
there were a lot of people on the
commission and in the community
[who] got a lot done…for the children and the people of Fanwood.”
Recreation Director Bob Budiansky
said Mr. Wells’ departure “is a loss for
the commission,” but, he said, “I think
we’re all grateful for the years of your
service.”
Recreation Chairperson Pam Sayles,
noting that Phyllis Mirabella also left
the commission last month, added, “I
hope we can get some more volunteers
as good as you; we’re recruiting.”
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
announced that the annual Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Service takes
place this Sunday evening at 7 p.m. at
St. John’s Baptist Church in Scotch
Plains.
“You will leave reinvigorated and
reenergized,” she said, encouraging
residents to attend.

Road and behind the municipal building. In late 2006, department personnel presented proposals to the council for about $415,000 in various improvements to the two facilities.
Other matters the mayor addressed
included this year’s municipal budget.
He said the four council members
voting to approve last year’s $23.3million budget, financed with a fivepoint increase in municipal property
taxes, “were sage to be prudent in the
anticipation of revenue for the year.”
Councilman Kevin Glover voted
against last year’s budget, saying he
favored using more expansive revenue projections and more surplus
funds to lower the tax increase by two
additional points.
The mayor last week offered an
advance look at one revenue area in
the township budget, saying after a
record level of construction-code revenue in 2006, there was a “steep
falloff” last year of about 40 percent
in the midst of the bursting housing
bubble. He also said local governments will face a new state mandate
capping property-tax increases at 4
percent. The mayor said the new requirement “is predictably fraught with
exceptions and loopholes and once
again it is all but accepted that the
statewide average increase in property taxes will exceed 4 percent.”
The mayor said he expects bids
soon for what he called “the big recreation project for 2008” — the southside field renovation that the council
approved last fall. Construction of
new soccer fields at the county-owned
Ponderosa property off Cooper Road
is also set to start this year, the mayor
added.
The council expects to hire a new
full-time station manager to oversee
TV-34. “While our station has made
significant strides over the years, there
is certainly room for improvement and
expansion,” the mayor said. “Having a
municipally employed station manager will go a long way toward making
our station a real source of information, entertainment and pride.”

The following is an excerpt from
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks’s
New Year’s address.
I find it hard to believe that this is
my twelfth reorganization meeting
on the Scotch Plains Township Council and the ninth time I am delivering
the mayor’s New Year’s address.
When I think back to the first time I
was sworn in as a councilman, I was
joined at the microphone by my family, and my wife Lori had to hold our
son Jeffrey in her arms. I have that
picture prominently displayed in the
mayor’s office upstairs. Now, I imagine that my son could easily hold
either of his parents in his arms.
It has been my custom to take a
look back on the year just completed
as this will make a natural transition
to looking ahead. Early in 2007, we
held a rather contentious public hearing on new parking regulations for
residential streets near the High
School. Emerging from that meeting,
we were resolved to work with the
School District and Fanwood Borough officials to devise a plan that
would accommodate students need-

Scotch Plains Tells
Appointments for 2008
Editor’s Note: The following are
Scotch Plains municipal appointments announced during the Scotch
Plains Township Council reorganization meeting on January 2.
Township Attorney, Brian Levine,
Assistant Township Attorney,
Lawrence Woodruff; Municipal Prosecutor, Thomas Russo; Alternate
Municipal Prosecutor, Robert
Pansulla; Public Defender, Casey
Woodruff; Alternate Public Defender,
Matt Dorsi; planning board, Paulette
Coronato, Robert LaCosta and Jeffrey Strauss (all one-year appointments), and Craig Clark (alternate
member, two years).
Zoning board of adjustment; Chris
Abeel (four years) and James Pate
(one year) Mary DePaola (first alternate, one year) Susan Dinan (second
alternate, two years); Construction
Board of Appeals, Bruce Bond (four
years); Ralph Checchio, (four years);
and recreation commission, Carol
Clancy (five years).
Council Liaisons: Jeffrey Strauss,
recreation commission; Kevin
Glover, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education; Nancy Malool,
PTA Council; Paulette Coronato,
senior citizen advisory committee;
Kevin Glover, technology advisory
committee; ethics review board,
Philip Schick and Kathleen
McMahon (five years), and Scotch
Plains Library Board of Trustees,
Jeffrey Noon (three years).

SP Council Discusses Deer
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

similar programs in the past two years,
and at Tuesday night’s council conference meeting, Mayor Martin Marks
said statistics have left him with “no
doubt” that the program was achieving its goals of reducing the herd.
He said that in 2006-2007, the firm
removed 61 deer carcasses from township streets; the figure for the 20022005 years was more than 380. The
program, involvomg the use of sharpshooters in the reservation, seeks to
reduce the deer herd from the morethan-100 per square mile in late 2005
to about 20 per square mile. The mayor
said he would like Union County
officials to conduct a new census this
year so results of the deer-reduction
efforts could be accurately measured.
At its January 22 conference meeting, the council will hear from Joan
Papen, the township’s representative

Paul J. Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

LEADER OF THE (GOP) PACK…Senator Tom Kean Jr. of Westfield sits in his
new seat as Senate Minority Leader with his family – from left to right, wife
Rhonda and daughters Meredith and Elizabeth. Mr. Kean was sworn in to his new
post during swearing-in ceremonies of the 213th State Legislature on Tuesday.

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save up to 25%. Call me today.
NELSON C. ESPELAND,
LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies to most major
coverages.Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate
Insurance Company.

to the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA), about a $371,000
credit that Scotch Plains will receive
from RVSA this year. The credit is
part of an insurance payout to the
RVSA stemming from a fire at its
Linden facility a number of years
ago. The RVSA is distributing the
multi-million-dollar payout to the
utility’s 11 member towns.
The credit will reduce this year’s
initially expected fee increase of about
$450,000, Township Manager Thomas Atkins told the council. The
RVSA nears completion of a courtordered multi-million-dollar facilities upgrade that was financed by
“steep” annual fee increases for its
member towns. Mr. Atkins said the
2009 fee increase would again be
large. With the upgrade to be finished
by the end of this year, the “large” fee
increases are expected to level off
starting in 2010, he said.
Last month, the township received
notification that it would receive a
$135,000 grant from the New Jersey
Department of Transportation trust fund
this year for roadwork on sections of
Deer Path and Glenside Avenue.
With the search under way for a
successor to Mr. Atkins, who will retire
this summer, the council on Tuesday
privately interviewed two firms specializing in the recruitment of local
government administrators. Government Management Advisors LLC of
East Brunswick, headed by Greg
Feherenbach, is a former town administrator in Piscataway, East Brunswick,
New Brunswick and Sussex County
and former manager in Ocean Township and Lakewood. Jersey Professional
Management, a management consulting firm in Cranford, has provided assistance in the shared-services efforts
between Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
the board of education since 2000.

ing to drive to school without burdening residential neighborhoods with
what had become a rather intrusive
and at times dangerous approach to
student parking. The level of cooperation between all parties concerned
was heartening, and the new approach
appears to be working satisfactorily.
We continue to make great strides
with our parks and playgrounds. The
soccer and baseball fields at the VoTech on Raritan Road are complete.
By spring, we will also be playing
baseball and softball at this site, and
they will be the first fields in Scotch
Plains where night play under the
lights will be available. Other recreation projects completed in 2007 and
ready for spring 2008 play were renovations to the little league field on the
north side of Route 22 and the expansion of Jerseyland Park.
Also under the auspices of our
Recreation Department is the initiative to bring a new and much deserved Senior/Community Center to
Scotch Plains. We have seen the first
conceptual renderings and begun the
preliminary engineering analysis for
this project, and we will continue to
give you updates as the process continues in 2008.
The construction and renovations
to our Municipal Building are coming
to a close. The exterior changes are
essentially finished. Finishing touches
are being administered to the interior
work that has primarily involved expansion above our police department.
We appreciate the patience of our residents, and especially our employees
who were inconvenienced by the prolonged construction. The project will
be completed within the budget framework we originally established.
In 2007 the Borough of Fanwood
and the Township of Scotch Plains
were jointly awarded a State Share
Grant of almost $150,000 to perform
a feasibility study to explore the prospects of a new joint library for our
communities. The next major goal is
to find a suitable location for a new
state of the art library that can fulfill
the established needs and desires of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
The council will schedule multiple budget meetings to discuss and
debate the 2008 executive budget currently being prepared by Mr. Thomas
Atkins. As with every year, the Council will have to come to terms with the
fact that the lion’s share of our spending is non-discretionary, if not mandated by higher levels of government.
One of the more important capital
projects that will need to move forward is work on our two firehouses.
While work on the firehouses is not
necessarily critical from a personal
safety perspective, these capital improvements will go a long way in
protecting these structures from unwanted deterioration, and give our
volunteers more accommodating facilities.
The big recreation project for 2008
will be the Southside Field renovation project. We should be out to bid
soon and construction underway in
the coming weeks. With a little cooperation from the weather, we are hopeful to see our youngsters enjoying a
new state of the art synthetic field in
the fall. Additionally, we should see
the construction of new soccer fields
at the County property known as the
Ponderosa off Cooper Road underway in 2008
Within the next couple of weeks, the
Township Council will be hiring a new
station manager for Scotch Plains Television Channel 34. Having a municipally employed station manager who
will answer directly to the Township
Council will go a long way toward
making our station a real source of
information, entertainment, and pride.
The municipality will reap financial
benefit not only from agreements previously reached with Comcast, but
now also with Verizon as they begin to
provide cable service to our residents.
I would be remiss if I did not recognize those that truly make Scotch
Plains municipal government work
the way it does. The five individuals
seated at this dais may be the face of
the government, but it is our employees, appointed staff, and the volunteers we will be appointing in just a
few short minutes who are the ones
truly responsible for making Scotch
Plains the envy of other communities
and such a desirable place to live,
work, and raise a family. I look forward to working with them in 2008. I
wish them and all Scotch Plains residents a healthy and prosperous 2008.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FATALITY...Westfield Police are on the accident scene at North Avenue near
Fourth Avenue Friday morning at 7 a.m., where an eastbound vehicle struck and
killed a pedestrian crossing the street.

Car Strikes, Kills Area Man
On North Ave. in Westfield
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A Plainfield man
has died of injuries he sustained when
he was struck by a car traveling eastbound early Friday on North Avenue
near 4th Avenue in Westfield.
Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times Friday
afternoon that Stanley Jackson, 57, was
struck at 7:03 a.m. by a 2006 Mercedes
Benz as he attempted to cross from the
north side of North Avenue.
He said Mr. Jackson, an employee
of Atlantic Plumbing at 526 North
Avenue, East, had been attempting to
cross the street to his workplace from
a parking lot that company employees use on the north side of North
Avenue. According to Captain
Auchter, it was not known whether
Mr. Jackson was in the crosswalk
when the accident occurred.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Sunday, December 2, police report
multiple cases of windows being broken
on automobiles between December 2 and
December 30. The incidents involved
front, back and side windows, as well as
side-view mirrors.
There was one incident December 2 at
Westfield High School, one December 9
on Myrtle Avenue, one December 20 on
Kimball Avenue, five December 24, including one each on Everson Place,
Westfield Avenue and Columbus Avenue and two on Grandview Avenue, one
December 29 on North Avenue, West,
and one December 30 on Barchester Way.
Additionally, police received reports
of thefts from cars between December 10
and January 3. The incidents occurred at
Delaware Street/Boynton Avenue,
Tamaques Park, a municipal lot on Central Avenue and at a Clark Street facility.
Sunday, December 23, Javier SanchezMariscal, 28, of North Plainfield was arrested on a Westfield motor-vehicle warrant at the Scotch Plains Police Department.
He was released after posting $760 bail.
Wednesday, December 26, Teresa
Angelo, 36, of North Plainfield was arrested on Orchard Street on an outstanding Westfield traffic warrant. She was
released after posting $175 bail.
Thursday, December 27, Farid Ali, 31,
of Piscataway was arrested during a motor-vehicle stop on the 700 block of North
Avenue, West, on an outstanding East
Orange traffic warrant. He was released
after posting $387 bail.
Thursday, December 27, Cliff Navarro,
23, of Elizabeth was arrested during a motor-vehicle stop at West Broad and Pierson
Streets on five outstanding motor-vehicle
warrants and for hindering apprehension.
The warrants were from Watchung,
$1,700 bail; Scotch Plains, $600 bail;
Cranford, $500 bail; Piscataway, $500
bail, and Kenilworth, $300 bail.
Navarro was charged with hindering
apprehension for allegedly giving police
a false name and date of birth. Bail was set
at $750. Navarro posted bail on all the
warrants and the Westfield charge and
was released.
Sunday, December 30, a resident of
Barchester Way reported that the driver’s
side window on her motor vehicle was
broken while the vehicle was parked in
front of her house.
Wednesday, January 2, Steven Jaume,
33, of Warren was arrested on Springfield
Avenue and charged with possession of
anabolic steroids and possession of hypodermic needles. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.
Wednesday, January 2, Brian J.
Rosener, 18, of Linden and Jeffrey L.
Meierdierck, 20, of Westfield were arrested and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected marijuana following a motor-vehicle stop at
South and Windsor Avenues. Both men
were released on their own recognizance
with summonses.
Wednesday, January 2, Alexandra J.
McMahon, 21, of Westfield was arrested
following a motor-vehicle stop on Scotch
Plains Avenue and West Broad Street and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia. Further inves-

B&B App.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ation to the application. Mr. Fawcett
suggested that the applicant speak
with bed-and-breakfast owners in the
area and “pick their brains” to learn
of their own experiences in setting up
their operations.
At the beginning of its meeting, the
zoning board welcomed two new members – Mary DePaola, who will serve
as an alternate for 2008, and Susan
Dinan, appointed as an alternate for
2008 and 2009. The board re-elected
Mr. Fawcett its chairman for 2008 and
chose Mr. Anderson as vice chairman
and Mr. Loughlin as board attorney.

The captain said Mr. Jackson had
been “admitted to University Hospital in Newark in critical condition.”
The driver of the Mercedes Benz,
identified as Adela La Farga, 57, of
Scotch Plains, was not injured. Captain Auchter said the police department had not issued any summonses
to her. He said the accident remains
under investigation.
The accident occurred near the
scenes of two other traffic fatalities
that occurred in Westfield during the
past four years. In August 2006, an
82-year-old Westfield resident was
killed when a car struck her as she
attempted to cross North Avenue,
East, between Central Avenue and
Elmer Street.
In December 2003, a 58-year-old
Mountainside pedestrian was fatally
injured when a car struck her as she
crossed North Avenue, East, near
Hillcrest Avenue.

courtesy of Bruce Regenstreich

OUR NEW DIGS…Zambian refugees are completely outfitted in the sneakers,
shorts and jerseys they received this year through donations from Westfield
families, the Westfield Soccer Association and surrounding towns. The
Regenstreich family – whose son, Andrew, is in Africa working at a refugee camp
– started the drive after Andrew sent a letter requesting some equipment.

tigation resulted in an additional charge of
possession of cocaine. She was released on
her own recognizance with summonses.
Thursday, January 3, Christopher
Viciana, 19, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding New Brunswick criminal
warrant with $816 bail following a police
investigation on the 300 block of Connecticut Street. He was turned over to the
New Brunswick Police Department.
Friday, January 4, Nancy Davis, 43, of
Westfield was arrested on three outstanding Westfield traffic warrants, with a total
bail of $165, following a motor-vehicle
stop on the 600 block of North Avenue,
West. She was released after posting bail.
Friday, January 4, Andrew Garrison,
22, of Westfield was arrested during a
motor-vehicle stop at Boulevard and Park
Street on an active Westfield traffic warrant. He posted $1,000 bail and was released pending a court date.
Saturday, January 5, Jim Dallas, 52, of
Westfield was arrested on the 1000 block
of Central Avenue on a Westfield criminal warrant. He posted $2,500 bond and
was released, with a court date to be set.
Garwood
Friday, January 4, David K. Folger, 49,
of Tiverton, R.I., was arrested on the 100
block of North Avenue at the Cranford
township line after police observed him
allegedly driving his vehicle in an erratic
manner. After stopping him, police determined Folger was intoxicated.
He was charged with driving under the
influence, careless driving, failure to keep
right and failure to exhibit a valid vehicleregistration card. He was released to a friend
pending a municipal-court appearance.
Scotch Plains
Monday, December 31, an employee
at a Mountain Avenue business reported
that unknown suspects spray-painted graffiti on the back door of the business.
Thursday, January 3, Michael Brown,
24, of Morristown was arrested for obstruction of justice after police responded
to a report of a disturbance on East Second Street. According to police, officers
attempted to speak to Brown and he tried
to flee before being apprehended. He was
transported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released on bail,
police said.
Thursday, January 3, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone broke
the rear window of his motor vehicle.
Thursday, January 3, a resident of Lamberts Mill Road reported that his neighbor
yelled at him on several occasions for no
apparent reason.
Friday, January 4, a student at the Union
County Magnet School on Raritan Road
reported that someone entered his locker
and removed his cell phone valued at
approximately $400.
Friday, January 4, a student at Union
Catholic High School on Martine Avenue
reported that someone entered his motor
vehicle and removed his iPhone and GPS
(Global Positioning System) valued at $800.
Sunday, January 6, a customer at a Park
Avenue business reported that the owner
yelled obscenities at her after they got into
an argument about the pricing of an item.
Fanwood
Wednesday, January 2, Joseph B.
Franks, 21, of Allentown was arrested on
outstanding Newark and Princeton warrants after a field investigation.
Thursday, January 3, Amirah J. Brack,
21, of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding Mountainside warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
Friday, January 4, Alexander M. Acuna,
24, of Elmwood Park was arrested on an
outstanding Paterson warrant after a field
investigation on Arlene Court.
Friday, January 4, a resident of Kyte
Place reported that someone entered his
motor vehicle while it was parked in the
street and removed $4.
Saturday, January 5, someone entered
a Gere Place resident’s motor vehicle
sometime between the hours of 10 p.m.
Friday and 8 a.m. Saturday and removed
$40. The vehicle was parked unlocked in
the street at the time.
Saturday, January 5, Renata Alford,
27, of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding Newark warrant after a motorvehicle stop on South Avenue.
Monday, January 7, Marie E. Edmond,
53, of Westfield was arrested on an outstanding Raritan Borough warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop.
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Directors See Community
Support for Joint Library

Cranford Focuses on Fiscal
Responsibility for 2008
By JENNA NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee stressed fiscal responsibility as a major priority for the new
year at its committee reorganization
meeting on January 1.
Newly appointed Deputy Mayor
David Robinson spoke of “trying financial times” over the past few years
and continued efforts to curb rising
property taxes and spending.
Cranford, he said, is “carrying a
heavy burden” due to state-mandated
expenses, additional tax points on
residential-property bills and debt services due to, among other things, the
recent construction of a new library,
community center and parking garage.
“Regardless of what we may want
to do, we simply can’t afford it anymore,” said Mr. Robinson, citing New
Jersey’s rejection of a stem-cell-research bill in last November’s election
as an example of that sentiment. “We
really have to look at the finances on
everything, and I may split from some
of my fellow commissioners over that.”
Newly appointed Mayor Robert
Puhak echoed Mr. Robinson’s concerns in his state-of-the-town-address,
saying the committee would be “committed to scrutinizing spending.”
Mayor Puhak, who appointed Mr.
Robinson as finance commissioner,
said the committee would continue to
find ways to reduce costs through, for
instance, “regular reviews and
prioritization of engineering projects”
and improved communication with
federal, state and county officials to
receive township funding.
Mayor Puhak also spoke of goals
for the upcoming year. He said the
committee hopes to create a privately

fueled recreation fund and improve
interaction with environmental committees, specifically by targeting
youth with an additional Rahway
River cleanup day.
Martha Garcia and Mark Smith
took oaths of office as new township
commissioners, giving the committee a 5-0 Republican majority. They
replaced Democrats George
McDonough and George Jorn, who
have served on the committee since
2005 and 1999, respectively.
Mayor Puhak appointed Mr. Smith
commissioner of public works and
engineering and named Mrs. Garcia
commissioner of public affairs.
Showing support for fellow Republicans, Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD21, Westfield), Assemblymen Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) and Eric
Munoz (LD-21, Summit), as well as
Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7, New Providence) attended the meeting.
Former Mayor Michael Plick took
his new seat on council as commissioner of public safety.
Toward the end of the meeting,
municipal clerk Tara Rowley read 80
resolutions, approved by consent
agenda, including the adoption of a
temporary municipal budget, the 2008
schedule of meetings and new appointees and commissioner liaisons
for a variety of township organizations.
“I want to recognize those who
step forward to serve and also those
volunteers who were not named,” Mr.
Smith said soon after the resolutions
were adopted. “I encourage the citizens of Cranford to speak their minds.
I hope differences will be respected
and differences of opinion welcomed
and that we can come to solutions
based on fact and reason.”
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUN FOR THE HEROES…Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad members Jean
Gladis and Jim Johnson, pictured above, entered a well-attended “Fallen Heroes
5K Memorial Run” held recently in Elizabeth to commemorate the events of
September 11, 2001. Participating in the EMS Category, they earned third place
in the women’s and men’s categories.

Corzine Signs Stender Bill
To Divest Public Funds to Iran
TRENTON – Governor Jon
Corzine signed into law on January
4 legislation sponsored by Assemblymen Neil Cohen (LD-20, Roselle)
and Mike Panter (LD-12,
Shrewsbury) and Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) to
require New Jersey to divest public
funds in any foreign company with
ties to Iran.
“Unlike other countries in the
Middle East that are involved in disputes, the political leadership of Iran
has unequivocally stated its desire to
use nuclear weapons to eradicate every Israeli man, woman, and child,”
said Mr. Cohen. “Divesting our finances from entities associated with
Iran will send a clear message in the

universal language of money that New
Jersey will have no part in Iran’s
pursuit of actions that would lead to
Holocaust-like genocide and the complete destruction of a sovereign nation.”
According to the law’s sponsors,
the imposition of economic sanctions
is a “proven powerful tool to provoke
changes in policy and advance human rights.”
The new law also requires the
State Investment Council and the
director of the Division of Investment to take action to divest NJ
investments found to be in violation
of the legislation, in consultation
with an independent research firm
specializing in global security risks
for portfolio determinations. Entities that provide humanitarian aid
to the Iranian people are exempt
from the law.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The directors of the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
libraries said results from focus groups
held in the fall show that residents
support the idea of a joint library.
Earlier this year, the two libraries
received a $149,700 state SHARE
(Sharing Available Resources Efficiently) grant to finance a feasibility
study of merging the two libraries.
The two facilities face increasingly
limited space in which to house their
collections and provide adequate
room for their growing number of
programs and patrons.
Both libraries already are involved
in a number of shared-services initiatives, including a partnership that allows residents to reserve and check
out books from either library via a
combined catalog that now numbers
more than 120,000 items. The 6,000square-foot Fanwood Library was
built in the 1950s, with an addition
constructed in 1980. The 14,000square-foot Scotch Plains facility was
built in the 1960s.
“Two good things we heard from
the focus groups were that both towns
value their libraries, and both towns
use their libraries,” said Scotch Plains
Library Director Meg Kolaya. She
told The Westfield Leader and The
Times it was evident from the focus
groups, which were convened in October and November, that library patrons “want more space.” To accomplish this, she said, “We either expand both facilities, or we move forward with one unified site.”
Fanwood Library Director Dan Weiss
told The Leader/ Times the focus groups,
in which more than 100 people took
part, “seemed to support the idea of a
joint library and doing more with less,
such as increased services, increased
hours and increased space. This seems
to be possible with a joint library.”

Dreams begin here . . .
Free Seminars

On Selected Thursday Evenings
6:30pm-8:30pm
Attendance is limited to 20 persons.

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents
Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

908-233-5800
www.franksmithlaw.com

Choose

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Choose from over 90 Programs of Study or English as a Second Language
Spring ‘08 Semester begins January 24 (register until Jan. 30)
Spring ‘08 Late Start classes begin February 7 (register until Feb. 13)
Transfer as a junior to prestigious 4-year colleges or universities
Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or weekends
Learn from home with Online Courses or Telecourses
Only $87 per credit for Union County residents

FOR

INFORMATION CALL

Visit UCC online at

908-709-7518

Please call and register for one of the
following dates:
Jan 24, Feb 7, Mar 13 or Apr 17
Depending on response, additional dates may
be available.

44 South Martine Avenue
Fanwood, NJ
908-322-2207
www.thebathconnection.com
Appointments Suggested
Tues. thru Sat. 9:30 am – 5:30 pm
Evenings by Appointment

Come Visit Our Beautiful
and New Showroom!

OH NO! My Bathroom Dates Back to 1957!
So it is time to remodel your bathroom, and you have no idea where to start. Just to give you more of
a feeling of dread, keep in mind it is more difficult and time consuming to remodel a simple bathroom
than it is a kitchen! Also, it is more expensive per square foot of usable space to do a bathroom than
a kitchen. Stop crying… Maybe I can give you some words of wisdom that will keep the boo-boo’s,
uh-ohs and oh-no’s to a minimum during the course of your project.
Here are five basic steps to help get you started…
Paint a picture of your perfect bathroom - Jot down a list of the needs and wants of your new
bathroom. Balance which design elements you would like to incorporate with the functionality and
conveniences that your family deserves. At this point you may want to stop into the Bath Connection
for brochures and literature on the latest and greatest bathroom products available in the market
today!
Select a builder/general contractor/designer - We recommend meeting with at least three different
contractors before selecting the right one. Make sure that you are completely comfortable with this
person; trust me, during the course of this project he’ll become your best friend. A good contractor
will give you referrals of previously completed projects. Don’t be shy; visit those other jobs, and see
the contractor’s work for yourself!
Have a measured plan drawn up of the space that is being remodeled - Whether it is done by the
architect, designer or contractor, make sure a second set of eyes looks over the plan. Someone else
may have a different view of the space and discover a design element that was previously overlooked
by the original producer of the plans. You are only going to do this once so work out all kinks before
construction starts to ensure that your dream bathroom comes true! Also, these plans are crucial for
when you start the tile and product selection portion of your project.
Visit a local tile showroom - Face it, a majority of your bathroom is drenched in tile! Floor, walls,
shower/tub surround and even the ceiling can have tile on it. It’s a major ingredient in the whole scene
of the bathroom. The tile will also dictate the finish of the cabinetry and fixtures for the rest of the
room. Its good to investigate what kind of tile is out there, from porcelain to natural stone, ask questions
about durability, price, and don’t forget about lead times.
Product selection - After you’ve met with the contractor/builder, architect and designer its time to
visit the associates at the Bath Connection! Bring a set of plans, pictures or articles of ideas and tile
samples for the initial meeting. It may take a few meetings to complete the whole product selection
process depending on the size and complexity of the bathroom. At the Bath Connection, we take pride
in giving one-on-one personal attention to each and every customer that walks through our doors.
Hopefully these steps will ease some of the anxiety when you realize how many choices there are in
creating the perfect bathroom. Once you get through these five steps, the product selection is a whole
process in its self!
——
From widespreads to single handle faucets, pressure balance to thermostatic, and volume control
shower sets, jets to handhelds, vanity heights, widths and finishes to pedestals, elongated to round
front toilets, comfort height to not comfort height, heated exhaust fans to lighted exhaust fans,
undermount to drop in, whirlpool to air bath, knobs to pulls, towel bars to robe hooks, mirrors to
medicine cabinets, steam units to urinals, all the decisions are maddening!
At The Bath Connection, we can help you throughout this entire process. That is what we do;
remember… Dreams Begin Here.

The Bath Connection
44 South Martine Avenue, Fanwood, NJ 07023
(908) 322-2207, www.thebathconnection.com

OR

www.ucc.edu

A report on the focus groups by
Library Development Solutions of
Princeton said most of those attending
the sessions agreed a joint facility “was
an idea worth exploring further.”
Both library directors agreed the next
question would be where a joint library
would be located. While groups informally discussed the concept of putting
a new library on the Fanwood municipal complex property on Martine Avenue, most focus group participants
from Fanwood did not support the idea.
Mrs. Kolaya said situating a new
library elsewhere in Fanwood “would
make some sense, since it would be
more accessible to southside Scotch
Plains residents.”
Mr. Weiss said, “An ideal site would
be centrally located,” while cautioning that “whatever site might ultimately be decided upon will carry
positives and also some concerns.”
“We’re looking for space to build
this very compelling 21st-Century library to serve as a focal point for the
community,” he added.
Mrs. Kolaya said, regardless of
where a new facility might ultimately
be located, “If you have what people
want, people will go there.”
Focus-group participants worked to
“imagine a perfect library for Fanwood
and Scotch Plains,” and Mrs. Kolaya
said they provided the two libraries’
boards of trustees with “a pretty good
idea of the space that would be required
in a joint library to support expanded
services,” such as a computer lab, a teen
room, a children’s room, meeting rooms
and expanded collections, as well as
new programs and services, additional
staffing and expanded operating hours.
One participant said a new library
should “feel like Barnes & Noble, a
gathering place with as many people
reading as buying books.”
Mrs. Kolaya said the next step would
be for an architect to develop buildingfootprint renderings based on the
square footage required to provide the
expanded services noted by the focus
groups. She said, “We’re still in the
feasibility phase” of the effort and no
specific plans are yet in the offing.
“Once we decide on the size” of a
new facility, “and whether it’s to be
realized through an expansion or renovation” of the two existing facilities,
“then we’ll have a better idea of the
cost,” she said. Voters from both towns
would have to approve a merger of the
libraries in a ballot referendum.
Meanwhile, a fundraising consultant will start work soon on developing fundraising goals and exploring
new grant opportunities to help finance the project. Mrs. Kolaya said
both libraries will hold public meetings early in the year to inform residents about what is being proposed
and envisioned that by mid-year, a
decision may have to be made on
whether to include the merger question on the November 2008 ballots.
Until then, “we have a lot of distance to travel,” she said, adding, “nothing is preordained.” She praised the
“willingness of both town councils,
both mayors and both boards of trustees to be open-minded” about the feasibility study. “There’s been no territorial warfare going on. We’re trying
to think about what’s best for the people
of both towns.” The report is available
at scotlib.org and fanwoodlibrary.org.

PAID BULLETIN BOARD
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Estrada to be Freeholder
Chair; Van Blake Joins Bd.
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Union County will
make its county buildings energy efficient, build a countywide animal
shelter and remove stored chemicals
throughout county public schools,
while encouraging recycling at
schools under initiatives of new Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada.
Prior to Mr. Estrada’s speech, Freeholders Dan Sullivan and Bette Jane
Kowalski were sworn into new threeyear terms along with Rayland Van
Blake, the newest member of the ninemember board. Mr. Sullivan, elected
to his fifth term in November, first
joined the board in 1995. Ms. Kowalski,
who chaired the board in 2006, took
the oath for a second term. Al
Mirabella, who chaired the board in
2001 and 2006, was sworn in as vice
chairman. Sheriff Ralph Froehlich was
sworn into his 11th three-year term.
He was first elected in 1977.
In his remarks, Mr. Van Blake, who
replaces Adrian Mapp, who lost an
independent run for re-election, vowed
to continue to be “a voice for those who
don’t have a voice in government.”
“I am really excited to be here. I am
looking forward to working with you
all…I am certainly anxious to get to
work,” he said.
During his speech, Mr. Estrada,
entering his ninth year on the board,
said the county is making all of its
new constructions and building renovations LEED-certified. These standards require “sustainable site development, water savings, energy efficiency, materials selection and indoor environmental quality,” he said.
He said county buildings would
“optimize energy performance, use
recycled elements and reduce harmful emissions.”
Mr. Estrada said the Hazmat bureau
would visit each of the county’s 140
schools to “properly remove and transport any chemicals away.” The county
will offer “environmental-awareness
grants” to schools in such areas as
“composting, recycling and planting a
rain garden.” He said all county schools
would receive recycling bins, and the
county “will print as much as we can”
on recycled paper.
Following up on last year’s
Workforce Competiveness project
study, Mr. Estrada said the Union
County Alliance and the county’s
Workforce Investment Board will work
to create focus groups to “identify
what industries are growing and where
we need to put our money and resources to realize the biggest economic

benefit in creating jobs and commerce.”
Mentioning the December 15 escape of two inmates from the county
jail, the chairman said, “Rest assured
we are committed to take ongoing
action once [Union County prosecutor Ted Romankow’s] recommendations at the facility are complete.”
Paige LLC, a consulting firm Gary
Hilton heads, has taken over the jail’s
management until a new jail director
is hired “within the next three
months,” Mr. Estrada said.
The chairman said the county would
launch a “First Alert” system to contact residents in the event of emergencies, including snow days for schools
and road closings. He said the county
would create a webpage through which
residents and businesses could “opt
into” the system with their landline
phone numbers and cell phones. Messages will be sent out through e-mail,
text messaging and on Blackberrys.
Mr. Estrada also said the county
would launch a “Youth One-Stop,”
described as a “multi-disciplinary
center” in Plainfield and Elizabeth.
The center will provide job training,
education, health and social services
to youths. In addition, “schoolyards”
would offer “outdoor classrooms” to
focus on “environmental education,
math, reading and writing.”
Among those in attendance for the
ceremony were Assemblymen Joe
Cryan and Neil Cohen (both LD-20,
Union), Senator Nick Scutari (LD-22,
Linden) andAssemblyman Jerry Green
(LD-22, Plainfield), Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood),
Scotch Plains Councilman Kevin
Glover, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
and Council President Joan Wheeler
and Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage.
Among 54 resolutions approved by
the board by a 8-0 tally (Rick Proctor
was absent), the freeholders named new
Fanwood Councilman Anthony Parenti
– the borough’s former police chief and
ex-director of the county police academy – to a two-year term on the
county’s advisory committee on alcoholism and drug abuse. They named
Westfield Regional Health Department
Director Robert Sherr to a two-year
term on the Public Health/Weapons of
Mass Destruction Advisory Board.
Phyllis Mirabella, Mr. Mirabella’s
wife, was appointed to the Commission on the Status of Woman in Union
County for a two-year term.
Mr. Estrada said the year would be
“challenging” in terms of the county
budget. He encouraged input from fellow freeholders, saying information on
agenda items “is there for you to have.”

Garwood Superintendent
Resigns for Health Reasons
doing the best we can based on the
fact that we don’t have a superintendent and I’m doing two jobs as principal and acting superintendent.”
The board is developing a plan of
action to permanently fill the position
of superintendent.
“The board is looking for someone
who can lead the Garwood school
district with continuity for progressive educational excellence,” Mrs.
Lewis told The Westfield Leader and
The Times.
Reflecting on Mr. Murphy’s career
in Garwood, Mrs. Lewis said finishing the construction project at Lincoln School during his tenure was a
“major accomplishment.”
She also said he was “vigilant”
with reviewing board policies and
procedures, a process that had not
been completed for years.
“Our thoughts are with Dr. Murphy
as he continues to recuperate and
wish him the best in his future endeavors,” the letter said.

By JENNA NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADER OF THE PACK…Angel Estrada takes the oath of office as chairman of
the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders from State Superior Court Judge
Roberto Alcazar as his wife Teresa, children Jorge, Daniel and Liliana, son-in-law
Chris and grandson Keith look on during Sunday’s reorganization meeting.

Barr Decides Not Run,
Backs Marks’ Campaign
CLARK — After a month of exploring a candidacy for Congress,
former Clark Councilman Jon-Henry
Barr has announced he will not enter
the Seventh District Congressional
race.
Mr. Barr, 37, is currently the Clark
municipal prosecutor and the President-Elect of the New Jersey State
Municipal Prosecutors Association.
He said his commitment to leading
the association, along with his employment obligations, made the challenge of raising funds and spending
time campaigning too burdensome.
“People know that when I make a
commitment to a cause, I deliver. I
made a commitment to the municipal
prosecutors of this state before the
opportunity to run for Congress arose.

Unfortunately, I simply cannot do
both and do both effectively. Therefore, I will not be a candidate for
Congress this year.”
In removing his name for consideration, Mr. Barr endorsed Marks saying, “Marty Marks is clearly the best
candidate for the Republican Party
and for the district. He has the right
experience and the best positions on
the issues. I am pleased to endorse him
and encourage the people of the seventh district to support his candidacy.”

GARWOOD — The superintendent of Garwood public schools resigned effective December 31 for
“health reasons” after being on medical leave since May.
Wilfred Murphy, who served as superintendent in Garwood for sevenand-a-half years, submitted his letter
of resignation to the board of education in late November, board president
Adele Lewis said. At its regularly
scheduled meeting on December 18,
the board accepted his resignation.
In a letter sent to parents the following day, Mrs. Lewis said, “While it is
[our] desire to provide information to
the community in a timely
fashion…this situation involved a
medical-privacy issue, and the law
prevented the board from commenting upon it until it had been finalized.”
Lincoln/Franklin School Principal
Teresa Quigley has served as acting
superintendent since May 15, when
Mr. Murphy first went on medical
leave. Although her tenure ends February 15, the board reapplied so she
could hold her position for another 90
days, Mrs. Quigley said. After May
15, the board must designate a new
acting superintendent because an individual can only serve for one year.
“I would like to give credit to the
staff that works here because everyone has been working hard and doing
their best,” Mrs. Quigley said of the
past year. “We’re holding our own,

WF Board of Health
To Reorganize Jan. 14
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Health will conduct its annual re-organization meeting on Monday at 5 p.m.
The meeting will be held in council
conference chamber, located on the
first floor of the municipal building at
425 East Broad Street. Members of
the public can attend.

Wines & Spirits
Sunrise Cellars

VISIT OUR
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are
on Sale!

the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

GARWOOD – Garwood Mayor
Dennis McCarthy will hold his
monthly “Mayor’s Saturday” from
10 to 11 a.m. this Saturday, January
12, in the municipal building at 403
South Avenue.
Residents can stop by to discuss
any concerns they have or say hello
and meet Mayor McCarthy. For more
information, call (908) 789-0710.

PRICE
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Little
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NEW at ShopRite

Infinity
Cellars

Prosecco

9

99
750
ML

Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

STOREWIDE JANUARY SALE

SPECTACULAR STOREWIDE SAVINGS TO 70%
REMAINING STICKLEY TRUCKLOAD 50% OFF

Amberton

Rossini’s

Napa

NEW
LOWER
PRICE

•Chardonnay
Napa

•Cabernet
Sauvignon

9

99
750

99
750

750
ML

•PINOT
NOIR

RUSSIAN RIVER

ML

750
ML

ML

ALL TYPES

•CABERNET •SAUVIGNON
•CHARDONNAY
BLANC

750
ML

750
ML

Ruffino

750
ML

Chianti

1299
1299
5L

1.5 L

Kendall Jackson

Turning Leaf

VINTNER’S
RESERVE
•CHARDONNAY

ALL TYPES

10
Blackstone
899

99
750
ML

CALIFORNIA

750
ML

ALL TYPES
EXCEPT PINOT NOIR

•CABERNET •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•ZINFANDEL

9
Brancott
999

99
750

•SAUVIGNON
BLANC

ML

•CABERNET •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•SAUVIGNON BLANC
NEW
LOWER
PRICE

699

750
ML

•MACON
VILLAGES

750
ML

9

99

750
ML

PRICE
BREAK

RUM

Pomegranate
Liqueur

19

Stock
Limonce

99

1 LTR

750
ML

WHISKIES
Canadian
Club
Canadian

1899
LT D
1199
Philadelphia
1199

1.75 L

1.75 L

BLENDED

LIGHT OR GOLD

750
ML

19
99
Jagermeister 16

Limoncello

Bacardi

99

1.75 L

19

99

Ron Romero
LIGHT OR GOLD

1.75 L

12

1.75 L

SOUR MASH
Evan
99
1.75 L
Williams

17

TEQUILA
Sauza

Conmemorativo

Cancún
GOLD OR WHITE

19
1999
99

Everyday
LOW

DISCOUNTED
PRICES!
We Carry The Largest
Selection Of Imported
& Domestic Beer.
MORE THAN ANYONE
ELSE IN NEW JERSEY!

1.75 L

SCOTCH

1699
1699
999

1.75 L

1.75 L

750
ML

1.75 L

Gilbey’s

12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT

Dewars

REG. OR FLAVORS

750 ML

Smirnoff

GIN
Beefeater

Glenfiddich

Absolut

1499 1999 3999

750
ML

Black Label
12-Yr. Old

800 REGULAR

29
1399
99

1.75 L

Majorska

1.75 L

Crystal

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 So. Ave. East, 908-232-8700 ShopRite WINES
& SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY
NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Jan. 9 thru Tues., Jan. 22, 2008. We reserve the right to limit
quantities. Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Not responsible for typographical
errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

5799

1.75 L

3299
2999

750
ML

1.75 L

VODKA

Fine Cognacs
VSOP:
XO:
750 ML

Johnnie Walker

White Label

De Laroche
750 ML

1.5 L

Is At Our

BRANDY/COGNAC
Hiram Walker

VS:

1.5 L

499
Beer...

1.75 L

FRENCH BRANDY

699

IMPORTED FROM
AUSTRALIA

1 LTR

Christian
Brothers BRANDY
99 Louis Baron

1.5 L

Mattie’s Perch

2601
1501
997

BLACKBERRY
BRANDY

899

•CABERNET •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY

750
ML

Knob
Creek BOURBON
Clan
MacGregor
Crystal
Gin

Minini

Reserva

699

750
ML

1.5 L

Santa Marvista

ALL TYPES
EXCEPT
RESERVES

799

750
ML

Chianti

•PINOT GRIGIO
•MONTEPULCIANO

750
ML

YellowTail

•BEAUJOLAIS
VILLAGES

1499 899

750
ML

•CHIANTI RISERVA
•PINOT GRIGIO
•ROSSO TOSCANA

99

99

1.5 L

DiLupo

Di Lupo

•CABERNET •MERLOT •CHARDONNAY

•POUILLY
FUISSE

4L

ALL TYPES

Merryvale
Starmont
750
ML

999
999
999

Fish Eye

750
ML

99

1.5 L

•GENERICS
•VARIETALS

21 19 14
7
Viña San Esteban Georges
Duboeuf
99
750

1199

Carlo Rossi

ML

Pama

Kindel • Stickley • Baker • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood • Statton • E.J.Victor • Hancock & Moore • Dimes • French Heritage

VARIETALS ONLY

•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT

CORDIALS

(908) 756 - 7623

Carlo Rossi

3L

Toasted Head

PRICE
BREAK

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069

7
999

DESSERT WINES

1999 Sunburst Cellars
99
Chardonnay 14
1399 999 799

Ruby or
Tawny Port

PRICE
BREAK

valleyfurnitureshop.com

•CHABLIS •RHINE •BURGUNDY
•RUBINO ROSSO •ROSE
99
•BLUSH CHABLIS
4L

•Merlot

•Sauvignon
Blanc

NEW ORDER SPECIALS TO 50%

Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday till 9 PM • Sunday 1-5

Classic Cellars

Napa

ALEXANDER VALLEY

Penny Lane

Valley Furniture Shop

BIG SIZE SAVINGS!

•Cabernet Sauvignon

RUSSIAN RIVER

9

Exclusively at ShopRite
Knight’s Valley

•Pinot Noir

Quinta do
Noval

1.5 L

1.5 L

ALL TYPES

Villa
Malena

12
09
10
01
5
01

1.5 L

AND ALL OTHER TYPES

goleader.com/photos

Prices effective through
Tues., Jan. 22, 2008
Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Cavit

a picture’s worth a
thousand words

Caly Lehrer, Reiki Master & Spiritual Advisor
PO Box 492, Scotch Plains, NJ | 908-222-0790 | www.PeaceByPeace.net

Store Open
Sunday

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Mayor to Hold First
Saturday Hours of ‘08

* Reiki (for humans & their dogs);
* Stone Reiki Sessions;
* Long Distance Reiki Sessions;
* Meditations;
* Seminars;
* Spiritual Advisory Sessions;
* Angel Card Readings.
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3299
1999
1299
999

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.
MOST STORES ACCEPT:
®
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Unaffiliated New Jersey Voters
Continue to Be Disenfranchised
It’s hard to believe it will be all over in less than a
month. We’ve said it before – although there are 300million people in the United States, by the time most
New Jerseyans have a chance to vote for President,
they will only have a choice between two candidates.
According to an MSNBC report, in New Hampshire, many voters chose their candidate on the day of
the primary. A state that boasts a large Independentvoting contingent – 45 percent – New Hampshire’s
citizens could vote in either party’s primary and
choose to do so at, literally, the last minute, without
becoming a Democrat or Republican.
While caucus/primary rules change on a state-tostate basis, one basic credo should be consistent
nationwide – the more people who feel empowered
to vote and make a difference, the better. Unfortunately, in New Jersey, because of a system that only
promotes the two major parties, that philosophy has
been purposely rendered null and void.
Many Independent voters in Iowa and New Hampshire, regardless of party, sounded the sentiment that
America is at a crossroads – politically, economically and socially. No matter where one stands on the
issues that comprise these sectors, one thing is
certain – your voice cannot be heard if the political
bosses have rendered you silenced.
In New Jersey, on February 5, when more than 20
states will cast their votes, more than half of eligible
New Jersey voters will be left out in the cold.
An AP story released last Friday, “Most N.J.
Voters Can’t Vote in the Primary,” puts the phenomenon in clear terms. It states, “Voters who aren’t
registered with any political party – almost 60 percent of all voters – cannot cast ballots in the February
5 primary. The only way these unaffiliated voters
could participate would be if they choose to shed
their Independent status and join a political party on
primary day.”
The AP story quotes Brigid Harrison, a political
science and law professor at Montclair State University, as saying, “The political parties in New Jersey
tend to be relatively strong, and it’s in the parties’ best
interest to have party loyalists select the nominees.”
Pardon us? The parties’ best interests? What happened to elections being anything but a public refer-

endum to decide who best represents the citizenry of
the United States?
When more than half of New Jersey’s registered
voters – 2.7 million unaffiliated out of 4.8 million –
can’t help decide the fate of the country, something
is wrong. Simply put, any process that limits the
public’s participation in elections should be viewed
as borderline-criminal.
We call on legislators of both parties to do away
with the “closed” nature of the New Jersey Primary
process.
Sure, “undeclared” voters can vote if they decide
to associate themselves with a party. However, many
voters choose to remain “undeclared” because, fundamentally, they are opposed to the two large political machines and feel there must be more than two
viable choices and parties.
Despite what spinsters and pundits would have
you believe, Americans are a diverse bunch with
diverse concerns. The percentage of Americans who
describe themselves as Independents has increased
from 28 percent in 2000 to 32 percent in 2007,
according to polls conducted by The New York Times
and CBS News.
However, isn’t it amusing that – while Americans,
through new-media sources, begin to think for themselves and receive a plurality of views and insights –
in some cases, the public cannot vote without compromising their political beliefs, having to choose
column A or column B.
Do the politicos believe that enough people would
use their Independent status to hijack an election?
Obviously, in places like New Hampshire and Iowa,
their political parties are comfortable enough with
the concept that, for the most part, anything goes.
And what happened in Iowa? Two purported “men of
the people” triumphed over the wealthy and partyordained. A relative political neophyte from Illinois,
Obama, beat the Clinton machine, and a Southern
Baptist minister handedly defeated the wealthy and
influential Romney.
In New Jersey, whether for President, senator or
Governor, as more voters become unaffiliated with
political parties, might “none of the above” be the
strongest contender?

Lame-Duck Legislature Lays
Another Batch of Rotten Eggs
As the 212th New Jersey Legislative session slithered to an end Monday night, amidst a fiscal crisis in
the state caused by widespread and longstanding
wrong-doing, ineptness, greed, cronyism, crimes,
unbridled spending, pay-to-play, reckless indebtedness and party politics above all, judges and prosecutors were given double-digit raises, a 5-percent tax
was imposed on ticket sales to the new arena in
Newark, tolls were added to Route 440 and the
controversial school-aid legislation, with at least
$532 million in additional spending (unfunded), was
passed.
What price, honor? – It’s $20 million in Senator
Martha Berk’s case (R, Burlington County), as she
sold out for a Christmas-tree deal at the last minute
to change her vote, enabling the school-aid legislation to pass.

We’re not sure of the scope of the total damage that
was done Monday night, as the details are not yet
public. Matters are further masked by even more
insidious initiatives by Governor Jon Corzine as
outlined in his “State of the State” address Tuesday.
With the public being fed smoke and mirrors,
double-talk and hidden details, the Governor now
intends to sell the Parkway and Turnpike – calling it
asset monetization.
We don’t know how much more of this the public
can stand. Although there is a record changeover of
legislators this year due to resignations, retirements
and jail sentences, the new shoes are filled with more
of the same. The public is outraged, but the gerrymandered voting districts keep the voters without
choice.
We’d love to be proved wrong.

In Mali, Africa, Women
Will be the Agent of Change

DD

TM

Diction Deception
By Kate Lechner in Mali
Bara, Mali, in West Africa, is my new
home. Since leaving Westfield for college, this mud house will be the first place
I can settle for longer than 9 months. Bara
is on the edge of the Sahara desert, 70km
southeast of Gao City in the Gao region,
with a population slightly above 6,000.
The village straddles the Niger River,
which floods annually to water the rice
fields that feed the community. The people
grow rice and vegetables, raise livestock
and fish the Niger. There are large shops
with food, fabrics and livestock. Market
day is Tuesday. The village has a school
through 9th grade and a health clinic.
Telephone wires run along the national
highway, a two-lane paved road smaller
than Rahway Avenue in Westfield. I know
of fewer than five landlines. Cell phones
are much more popular and service is
more reliable than I expected. Electricity
and running water haven’t made it to Bara
yet, but there are a few families with
televisions they hook up to car batteries.
I remember feeling cheated having to
live for two years in dorm rooms without
a sink, now the nearest faucet is a twohour bus ride away. Ditto for flush toilets.
Bara has a village chief, identifiable by
his largest-in-town turban, a mayor, a
community health board, a superintendent, a veterinarian and several mosques.
Mali is a Muslim nation, and people in
my village ask why I do not pray five
times a day. Adults wear loose-fitting
“boubous,” covered from ankle to neck.
Women wear head wraps, and men wear
turbans. Despite the national motto, “One
people, one goal, one faith,” referring to
a national identity comprised of many
distinct ethnic groups with a shared desire
for development and devotion to Islam,
the French colonial presence is still felt.
Schools break for Christmas and Easter.
People joke that Islam is better than Christianity — joking is a huge part of Malian
culture. Friends here assure me that “as
long as a person works for good, that is
enough for God.” As Mali is the third
poorest nation in the world, the government is receptive to outside assistance,
the people are peaceful and there is a
strong international aid presence.
The Community Health Center where
I work recently took part in a national

vaccination campaign. The effort was
supported by the government of the Republic of Mali and sponsored by the World
Health Organization, UN organizations,
US and Canadian initiatives and smaller
non-governmental organizations. Children ages 0-5 years were vaccinated
against polio and German measles, treated
for intestinal worms, given a dose of
Vitamin A to prevent night blindness, and
provided with insecticide-treated mosquito nets — all free of charge. At the
Bara clinic alone, over the course of four
days, approximately 2,165 children and
59 immediately postpartum women were
reached. Health workers were compensated at a rate of approximately $1 per 55
treatments administered and also worked
on weekends. It was a great display of
what can be achieved by dedicated organizations and service providers.
Of course, there are improvements to
be made, and the blame should not be
immediately placed on Africa. In Bara,
we ran out of Vitamin A and the polio
vaccine on the second day. We had to tell
people to return the next day while we
waited for supplies to arrive. The mosquito nets simply never arrived. Because
the entire staff was working on the campaign, preventative health care for many
took precedence over curative care for a
few. Two sick infants and one injured
elderly man were sent away without consultations because the health technicians
were too busy. The midwife, however,
was able to deliver a baby during the rush.
Interestingly, out of 2,165 kids, a male
relative accompanied only three of them.
Women brought the rest. Since moving to
Mali, I have seen that women purchase
and prepare food, get water, clean their
yards and homes and care for the ill. As a
health education volunteer, seeing that
women are responsible for the preventative health care of the family as well, I am
now able to better focus my efforts.
Together with the people of Bara, I am
working to teach how to avoid illness and
the action to take when prevention is not
enough. Undoubtedly this will need the
support of men, but when it comes down
to it, women have the power to improve
the health of their families and their village. Women will be the agents of change.

Letters to the Editor
Westfield PTO Urges Letter Writing
Campaign over School Aid
The presidents of Westfield Public
Schools’ PTO’s, in conjunction with the
Board of Education, urge Westfield parents and taxpayers to write to our state
officials on pending legislation that would
adversely affect our town.
A draft legislative bill was made public
on the eve of the holiday season, with the
first public hearing held on December 27.
The proposal includes the minimum
amount of state aid for Westfield, although other “wealthy” districts are positioned to receive as much as ten times
more. A major component of the plan
would cut two thirds of Westfield’s cur-

Festival of Lessons
Was A Big Success
As music director of the Community
Presbyterian Church of Mountainside, I
would like to express my heartfelt thanks
to the choir and all those who made our
third annual Festival of Lessons and Carols a huge success. I have spoken with
many of the patrons personally and I
know that they have once again enjoyed
this Christmas concert.
I look forward to working with the
choir on our upcoming concert of Handel’s
Messiah scheduled for Good Friday,
March 21 and wish to again invite not
only the congregation, but also friends
and neighbors. Further information may
be obtained by calling the church office at
(908) 232-9490.
Have a happy and healthy New Year.
Joseph Hill, Music Director
MS Comm. Presbyterian Church

rent special education state aid. If this
legislation passes, Westfield would lose
millions of dollars.
Special education programs are mandated by law and should be fully funded
by the state. This proposal will not give
tax relief to Westfield residents, although
tax relief was an original objective of the
Governor’s plan.
Board of Education President, Ginny
Leiz, Vice President, Julia Walker and
Superintendent of Schools, Margaret
Dolan, met with the PTO presidents to
inform us of the impact of this proposal
on Westfield. Dr. Dolan shared the discussions that occurred at the 11-hour hearing in Trenton that she attended during
the holiday break. She and the board also
have been in ongoing contact with our
state legislators and the Commissioner of
Education, but our state officials need to
hear from you. The vote on this proposed
legislation is being rushed through the
lame duck session, and is (was) scheduled for Monday, January 7.
Write to the following representatives
and officials today: Governor Jon Corzine:
www.state.nj.us/governor, (609) 2926000; Senator Richard Codey,
sencodey@njleg.org, (973) 731-6670;
Senator Tom Kean, senkean@njleg.org,
(908) 232-3673; Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, asmbramnick@njleg.org,
(908) 232-3673; Assemblyman Eric
Munoz, asmmunoz@njleg.org , (908)
918-0414. Thank you for your prompt
attention to this urgent matter.
Cindy Gallagher for the Westfield
PTO Presidents and Board of Ed.

Councilman Glover Recaps 2007,
Discusses 2008 Initiatives
As my first year on the Scotch Plains
Township Council has come to an end, I
would like to thank all of you who conveyed to me your well wishes, guidance,
suggestions, support, encouragement and
most importantly friendship throughout
my freshman year.
I am pleased to share with you several
initiatives and positions I took this past
year that were faithful to my campaign
promises to stabilize taxes, improve our
township’s infrastructure and create a
more open government, including the
following:
Successfully pushing for a lower municipal tax increase than had been originally proposed and being the lone holdout
for an even lower tax increase;
Delivering on my promise to create

Think of Iowa Dem.
Caucus as Milestone
When we look back at last week’s
Democratic caucuses in Iowa, we will see
it as a milestone in American history.
Today, caught up in choosing a candidate, partisans will focus on who won and
who lost. In the long run, America won.
For the last 40 years, we have struggled
with the issue of the role race plays and/
or should not play in American politics.
Not all the things that happened during
this interval should make us proud.
Last week in Iowa, a Presidential selection process was completed with candidates of diverse backgrounds, races and
sexes competing with each other in a state
not known for its diversity of population.
Yet, the result of this process does not
appear to have been significantly affected
by these differences.
We should not think that the struggle is
over for achieving a nation of complete
equality. But let us stop for a moment to
appreciate what did occur.
Dick Samuel Chairman
Scotch Plains Democratic Committee

and install a new state-of-the-art township website, scotchplainsnj.com;
Promoting a proper and more permanent restoration of the roof at the department of public works building that had
been in disrepair for over a decade and
cited as being unsafe by a State agency;
Introduction of a resolution for a professional evaluation of our dated
firehouse’s facilities/living quarters addressing our valued volunteer firefighter’s
long-standing requests and efforts to make
much needed improvements and upgrades
to them;
Advocating the use of more of our
Open Space Trust Fund tax dollar reserves to finance our planned turf field,
thereby, lowering future significant township bonding/debt and tax burdens on our
citizens.
As we begin a new year, I am looking
forward to serving our community again,
working on many issues that can benefit
our entire township, foremost of which
will be stabilizing our municipal taxes.
Last year, with the help of excellent advisors in both the legal and accounting
areas, I was able to make suggestions that
resulted in lowering the initially proposed
tax rate increase.
Based on the financials I have seen thus
far, I am hopeful that there will be no need
to raise the municipal portion of our property taxes this year, which was a goal I set
for your council at the passage of our
2007 budget.
We all need to be mindful that within
our great township there are citizens,
neighbors, friends who would be very
appreciative of any tax relief we can deliver. Accordingly, our number one objective this year should be not to raise
taxes and even consider possibly lowering them some. I am hopeful that the
council will work toward this.
In closing, I wish you all a happy and
healthy New Year.
Councilman Kevin Glover
Scotch Plains

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Plessor – A small hammer with a
soft head
2. Pleurenchyma – The cellular tissue
which is the chief constituent of wood
3. Delenda – Things to be blotted out
or erased
4. Tylarus – One of the callous pads on
the underside of the toes of birds
DILANIATION
1. A tearing in pieces
2. In zoology, having no joints
3. Pulling back or retreating suddenly
4. A turning or veering off course
HAMADRYAS
1. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with
eggs and bread crumbs in the shape of a
ball
2. Dog-faced ape
3. A green vegetable pigment
4. Solidified; hardened
HALLUX
1. A small spike or elongated cluster of
flowers in grasses
2. A nerve cell connected with other
nerve cells
3. The great toe
4. A flying squirrel
THALLASSIC
1. Readiness of mind in managing operations; mental adroitness
2. Pertaining to the night
3. Apathetic; disinterested
4. Of the sea or ocean

See more letters page 9

Letters to
the Editor

‘Best of the Best’
Missed a Few
We found Bruce Johnson’s article in
last week’s Westfield Leader about the
“Best of the Best,” the three sport athletes
at WHS quite interesting. It takes tremendous dedication to participate in a sport
each season of the school year.
Unfortunately, Mr. Johnson overlooked
our daughter, Erin Allebaugh (class of
’93). Erin participated in field hockey,
basketball and track for four consecutive
years at Westfield High School, earning
ten varsity letters. She earned first team
all-state honors in field hockey (the team
was state runner-up) as a senior. As a
senior, Erin was voted most valuable
player in all three sports by her teammates.
Erin never missed a practice in any
sport during her entire career. That alone
was quite an accomplishment. As you can
tell from this letter, we are very proud of
her and are a little disappointed that Erin’s
name was overlooked in Mr. Johnson’s
article.
Tom and Carol Lee Allebaugh
Westfield
Bruce Johnson’s Note: It always happens that somebody is overlooked. She is
quite deserving, not just a proud parent’s
complaint.

Community Thanked
For Food Drive Help
Our thanks to all who so willingly gave
to the recent food drives held by Garwood
Knights of Columbus Council 5437. Fourteen food baskets were distributed in
November and again in December. These
baskets included non-perishable food,
supermarket gift cards, milk, butter, sugar,
eggs, bread, potatoes, fruit, paper products, laundry detergent and a box of candy.
Turkeys and hams were donated along
with meal gift cards and pumpkin pies.
Nine boxes of non-perishable food were
donated to St. Joseph’s Social Services
Center in Elizabeth.
Sincere thanks go to Lincoln School in
Garwood for collecting the non-perishable foods, to all Knights of Columbus
members and their families who supported this campaign through their donations of food, money and time and to all
other community members for their support of our annual food drive. Health and
happiness to you in the New Year.
Nick Basso and Jack Leary
Garwood K of C

Track is Largest
Participation at WHS
In response to Bruce Johnson’s column on three season athletes, I was disappointed at his evident disdain for three
season track athletes. Track has always
been under-recognized which is ironic
because not only does it boast the largest
amount of participation among WHS students, it has enjoyed a substantial amount
of success. It also probably costs less per
capita than the overwhelming majority of
sports offered at WHS. Certainly, the
WHS track programs have produced a
substantial number of nationally-ranked
athletes. All of whom were omitted from
Mr. Johnson’s list. Strangely even the
very successful athletes were left off
Johnson’s list, I suppose due to the track
stigma. I guess a lot of people do not see
the differences between the cross country
and track seasons. I do know that each
season requires as much practice as any
other varsity sport. The lack of consideration demonstrated by Mr. Johnson, an
expert of WHS sports, seems to suggest
that he does not understand the challenges of our sport. He, like many others,
seems to minimize the success enjoyed
by WHS Track.
Rose Driscoll
WHS ‘08

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
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Mountainside Reorganization
Appointments January 2, 2008
Elective Offices
Robert F. Viglianti, Mayor (20 years),
Councilman (9 years), Council President
(7 years); Robert W. Messler, Councilman (4 years); Paul N. Mirabelli, Councilman (11 years), Council President (2
years); Glenn Mortimer, Councilman (9
years), Council President (2 years); William R. Lane, Councilman (7 years),
Council President (1 year); Keith C.
Turner, Councilman (17 years), Council
President (4 years); Jeffrey R. Wass,
Councilman (year 1); Werner C. Schon,
Councilman (25 Years), Council President (3 Years)
Appointive Office
James J. Debbie, Jr., Administrator (9
years); John N. Post, Borough Attorney
(36 years); Martha De Jesus, Borough
Clerk (2 years); Frank Sahaj, Municipal
Prosecutor (14 years); Michael Disko Jr.,
Engineer; James Debbie, Jr., Police Chief
(36 years); Richard Osieja, Police Captain (30 years); Eldo Magnani, Jr., Tax
Assessor; Patricia Scherer, Tax Collector; Michael Banick, Library Director;
Ann Marie Pires, Rescue Squad President
Oath of Office
Administered by Municipal Judge
James DeRose for Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti, Councilman Glenn W.
Mortimer and Councilman Jeffrey R.
Wass
Appointment of Council to
Committees
Fire: Paul N. Mirabelli (Chairperson),
William R. Lane and Jeffrey R. Wass;
Administrative and Executive: Glenn
Mortimer ( Chairperson), William R. Lane
and Robert W. Messler; Public Works/
Facilities: Paul N. Mirabelli (Chairperson) Glenn Mortimer and Robert W.
Messler; Police: Keith C. Turner (Chairperson), Paul N. Mirabelli and Glenn
Mortimer; Channel 35: Paul N. Mirabelli,
(Chairperson), William R. Lane and Keith
C. Turner; Solid Waste Recycling: Glenn
Mortimer (Chairperson), Paul N.
Mirabelli and Robert W. Messler; Recreation Department: Keith C. Turner (Chairperson), Paul N. Mirabelli and William
R. Lane
Council Liaisons to Boards/
Committees
Planning Board Robert W. Messler;
Board of Health Jeffrey R. Wass; Board
of Education Paul N. Mirabelli; Library
Glenn Mortimer; Rescue Squad William R. Lane; Board of Tax Appeals
Robert W. Messler; Emergency Management Keith C. Turner; Local Assistance Keith C. Turner; Board of Tax
Assessors Robert W. Messler; Construction Board of Appeals Robert W.
Messler; Shade Tree Jeffrey R. Wass;
Historic Preservation Committee Glenn
Mortimer; Children’s Specialized Hospital Glenn Mortimer
Planning Board Members
Paul N. Mirabelli, Mayor’s Designee;
Michael Disko Jr., Borough Engineer;
Robert W. Messler, Councilman; John
Tomaine (2010); John Grossi (2008);
Dean Paskow (2011); Ted Zawislak
(2008); Craig Schwartz (2011); David
Friedenberg (2011); Todd Garran, Alternate 1 (2008); Jon Younghans, Alternate
2 (2008).
Board of Health
Vacancy; Vacancy-Barry unexpired term
2009; Dr. Joseph Calderone (2009); Dr.
James Dunne (2008); Elsa Jackson (2008);
Laura Mirabelli (2010); Ruth Ortolf
(2009)
Shade Tree Commission
Vincent Vitollo (2008); Gary Cantagallo
(2012); James Debbie, Sr. (2009); Robert
Farley (2008); Rudy Ruetsch (2012);
Ronald Romak (2012)
Emergency Management
Keith C. Turner, Director; Chief James
Debbie, Jr.; George McGrath
Local Assistance Board
Edith Burvett (2010); Rita Ragno (2008);
Ruth Ortolf (2008)
Construction Board of Appeals
James Ruban (2009); Bruce Trano
(2011); Gregory Delli Santi (2009);
Dean Paskow (2008); Leonard

Mankowski (2010); Joseph Marretta
(2009); Alternates: Barbara Vincensen
(2010); Slawomir Wasyliszyn( 2009);
David Maas (2009); Joseph Nicastro
(2009)
Library Board of Trustees
Allan Bahrs (2012); Doreen Lane (2011);
Nancy Caffrey (2010); Kelly A. Waters
(2010); Ginger So Chan (2012); Dona
Osieja (2009); Rita Ragno (2008); Glenn
Mortimer, Mayor’s Designee; Chief
School Administrator, Dr. Richard
O’Malley; Rev. Christopher Belden, Alternate for Chief School Administrator
Historic Preservation
One-Year Term: Donald Jeka; Sharon
Green; Scott Daniels; Maureen
Giannone; Ruth Goense; Eleanor Pfeifer;
Alice Cowell; Nancy Spadaccini; Carol
Clark; Cynthia West; Diane Ruggiero;
Carol Goggi; Lenore Toner; Thomas
McGee
Union County Arts Council
Gloria Dickerson
Juvenile Conference
William T. Jackson; Jeffrey R. Wass;
Vacancy
Local Ethics Board
John (Jack) Clifford (2012); Alfred
Faella (2011); Edwin T. Moss (2008);
Richard O’Neill (2011); Werner Schon
(2012); Keith Turner (2012)
Americans w/Disabilities Act
Keith Turner James J. Debbie, Jr.; Linda
Clark; James Pascuiti; Robert Farley;
Susan Winans
Appointment of Officials
Administrator P/T James J. Debbie, Jr.;
Chief of Police James J. Debbie, Jr.;
Public Works Manager Ronald Romak;
Acting Zoning and Land Use Officer
Ronald Romak; Zoning and Land Use
Stephanie Trano (family leave); Fire Sub
Code/Right to Know Official George
McGrath; Municipal Clerk/Registrar of
Vital Statistics Martha De Jesus; Deputy
Municipal Clerk/Deputy Registrar
Sharon Peele; Chief Financial Officer
Jill Goode; Finance Assistant Brittney
L. Bumpus; Municipal Judge James
DeRose, Esq.; Director of Recreation/
Pool Frank Masella; Assistant Recreation Director Adam Lieb; Recreation
Secretary/Pool Karen Bandics; Court
Administrator Vivian Hoff; Deputy
Court Administrator Debra Velard; Violations Clerk Cynthia West; Tax Assessor Eldo Magnani; Police Physician Dr.
Stephen Parker; Engineer Michael Disko,
Jr.; Assistant Engineer Mike Disko; Secretary Tax/Planning Ruth Rees; Secretary Engineering/Public Works Patricia
Gilstrap; Planning Board Attorney
Vincent Loughlin; Receptionist Theresa
Graziano; Senior Citizens Coordinator
Paulette Drogon; Local Assistance Director (Westfield) Lillian Corsi; Cable
TV Coordinator Michael Debbie; Plumbing Inspector Arthur McCall; Electrical
Sub Code Official Joseph B. Marretta;
Building Sub Code Official Jerry Eger;
Communications Ronald Viglianti,
Walter Kutsop, and James J. Debbie III;
Police Administrative Assistant Corinne
Moore; Police Records Clerk Cynthia
Schroeder; Fire Chief Neil Williams Jr.;
Assistant Fire Chief Kenneth Lawrence;
Deputy Fire Chief Gary Cantagallo;
Deputy Fire Chief Matthew Watson; Fire
Captain Christopher Stopero; Fire Lieutenant Thomas Triolo; Borough Attorney John N. Post; Municipal Prosecutor
Frank Sahaj; Public Defender James
Foerst
Appointment of Borough Auditor
Suplee, Clooney and Company
Appointment of Risk Management
Agent
Bollinger Insurance
Appointment of Borough Engineer
Michael Disko Jr.
Official Newspapers
Westfield Leader, The Observer, Star
Ledger, Courier News
Unless otherwise advertised, all meetings shall be held at the Borough Hall,
1385 Route 22, Mountainside, NJ at 8
p.m., second and third Tuesdays of the
month.

Scotch Plains Reorganization
Appointments January 2, 2008
Appointment of Officials
Township Attorney, Brian Levine; Assistant Township Attorney, Lawrence Woodruff; Municipal Prosecutor, Thomas Russo;
Alternate Municipal Prosecutor, Robert
Pansulla; Public Defender, Casey Woodruff; Alternate Public Defender, Matt Dorsi
Planning Board
Paulette Coronato, Robert LaCosta and
Jeffrey Strauss (all one-year), and Craig
Clark (alternate member, two years)
Zoning Board of Adjustment
Chris Abeel (four years) and James Pate
(one year), Mary DePaola (first alternate,
one year), and Susan Dinan (second alternate, two years)

Construction Board of Appeals
Bruce Bond and Ralph Checchio (both
four years)
Recreation Commission
Carol Clancy (five years)
Council Liaisons
Jeffrey Strauss, Recreation Commission; Kevin Glover, Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education; Nancy
Malool, PTA Council; Paulette Coronato,
senior citizen advisory committee; Kevin
Glover, technology advisory committee;
Philip Schick and Kathleen McMahon (five
years) ethics review board, and Jeffrey
Noon (three years) Scotch Plains Library
Board of Trustees.

there’s more at goleader.com
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Fanwood Borough Reorganization
Appointments January 1, 2008

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWEARING TO SERVE…Mayor Colleen Mahr swears in members of the
Fanwood Rescue Squad during the January 1 Fanwood Borough Council reorganization meeting.

Marks Congress Campaign Files
ELEC Fundraising Report for Dec.
SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor Martin
Marks, Republican candidate for Congress in the Seventh District, announced
that after formally declaring his bid for
election just a few weeks ago, his campaign chest has already amassed nearly
$100,000.
Treasurer Ken Greenman said the campaign began receiving significant financial contributions soon after the announcement and filed official paperwork with
the Federal Election Commission (FEC)
in Washington that will show $93,785 on
hand as of December 31, 2007.
“One of the more daunting aspects of
the campaign is the prospect of raising the
hundreds of thousands of dollars necessary to compete in both the June primary
and the November general election,”

Marks said. “The initial money that has
come in is certainly gratifying and sends
a message that my campaign is a serious
one that is gaining steam and will be taken
all the way to victory in November.”
“I believe that the Republican primary
voters in particular are looking to support
a candidate who will champion a conservative philosophy across a broad range of
fiscal, social, and international issues that
are important to them. I am the only
candidate in the race with a consistently
conservative record and message on these
issues. Even in these early stages of the
campaign this fact has started to resonate
with Seventh District voters.”
Further information on the Marks for
Congress campaign can be found at
MarksforCongress2008.com

Officials
Administrator Eleanor McGovern; Financial Officer Frederick Tomkins; Attorney
Dennis Estis; Engineer Joseph Pryor;
Judge Susan MacMullan; Prosecutor Lara
Katherine DiFabrizio; Public Defender
Michelle Jaker; Court Administrator Joy
Veeck; Deputy Court Admin. Donna
Zucker; Tax Collector Colleen Huehn;
Tax Assessor Michael Ross; Police Chief
Donald Domanoski; Fire Chief David
Ziegler; Dir. Public Works Clinton
Dicksen; Deputy Fire Chief Thomas
Scalera; Construction/Code Bruce
Helmstetter; Fire Sub Code Frank
Oberlies; Recycling Mary Appezzato
School Crossing Guards
Edward Frame, James Brewer, Alan Krey,
Vincent Krey, Sigmund Mruczinski,
Marge Pate, Joseph Fantini, Lynn Sorf
Commission Appointments
Jack Molennar, George Weiss and William Populus to the Assessment Commission for one year; Kalpana Krishna Kumar
and Gayle Steinfeld to the Environmental
Commission for a three-year term; Steve
Falco Chairman of the Shade Tree Commission for a five-year term and Mr.
Zucker and Peter Sayles to the Planning
Board for a four-year term. Eric Gaulin,
Dale Flowers and Beth Richardson are
alternates, while William Lee is the
Mayor’s Designee to the Planning Board.
Committee Appointments
Councilwoman Mitchell to the Library
Board of Trustees; councilmen Bruce
Walsh and David Valian to the Shared
Services Coordinating Council; David
Strachman (alternate representative) and
James Dozier (council representative) to
the Union County Community Development Revenue Sharing Committee; Jack
Molenaar to the Union County Transportation Advisory Committee and the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition; Lynn

Brown to the Union County Air Traffic
and Noise Advisory Board; Adele Kenny
and Tom Plante (alternate) to the Union
County Cultural and Heritage Programs
Advisory Board; Mr. Dicksen and Robert
Sommerich (alternate) to the Solid Waste
Advisory Council; Ms. Kenny (chairman),
Mr. Plante, Robert Chang, Raj Dogra,
Carol Oakes, George Weiss and David
Pickering to the Cultural Arts Committee, with councilwoman Mitchell serving
as council liaison; and Mr. Weiss, Mr.
Sommerich, Joan Feller (chairman),
Sherman Feller, Pat Hoynes, Rosemarie
McCallion, Michael Prasada, John
Mooney and Joseph Nagy to the Communications/Volunteerism/TV35 Committee, with councilman Valian as liaison.
Standing Committees
Councilwomen Mitchell (chairman), Joan
Wheeler and Donna Dolce to the Administration and Finance Committee; councilmen Walsh, Mitchell and Valian to the
Public Safety Committee; councilmen
Dolce (chairman), Valian and Anthony
Parenti to the Public Works Committee;
councilmen Wheeler (chairman), Walsh
and Parenti to the Land Use and Historic
Preservation Committee; councilmen
Valian (chairman), Dolce and Walsh to
Recreation and Community Services; and
councilmen Parenti (chairman), Wheeler
and Mitchell to Health and Senior Services.
Others
Regina Brown (Rosemarie Connolly’s
unexpired term) and Thelma Southers to
the Board of Health for a four-year term;
Ms. Oakes, David Blechinger and Adam
Kois (alternate) to the Historic Preservation Commission for a four-year term;
Nancy Eisenbarth to the Library Board of
Trustees for a five-year term; and Neil
Pierce to the Recreation Commission for
a five year term.

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

908-322-5150

changed financial circumstances, residence

www.puglisi-insurance.com

removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

Our 68th Year

“We Service Our Clients.”

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

A Family Institution Providing
Multiple Lines Of Insurance.
Specializing in:

AUTO / HOME / BUSINESS
Peerless - Travelers of NJ
Selective - Progressive
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Equestrian Clinics to Begin
Sunday at Watchung Stable
MOUNTAINSIDE – Winter clinics about horses will be offered at the
Watchung Stable in Mountainside
beginning January 13. Sponsored by
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders and the Union County
Department of Parks and Community Renewal, the clinics will be held
on Saturdays and Sundays through
February 24.

Harpers Welcome
Autumn Kelly

Richard DeNicolo, Jr. and Miss Stephanie Ann Quinn

Miss Stephanie Ann Quinn
To Wed Richard DeNicolo, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Quinn of Scotch
Plains have announced the engagement of their daughter, Miss Stephanie
Ann Quinn, to Richard DeNicolo, Jr.,
both of Vernon, Conn. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Richard DeNicolo, Sr.
of Bolton, Conn.
A graduate of Scotch PlainsFanwood High School, the bride-tobe received a Bachelor of Science
degree in Athletic Training from
Quinnipiac University in Connecticut. She also earned a Master of Science degree in Exercise Physiology

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

from East Stroudsburg University in
Pennsylvania. Miss Quinn is a head
athletic trainer/adjunct professor at
St. Joseph’s College in West Hartford, Conn.
Her fiancé graduated from Bolton
High School in Bolton, Conn. and the
University of Connecticut, where he
received his Bachelor of Science degree in Computer Science and Engineering. He is pursuing his Master of
Business Administration degree at the
University of Connecticut Business
School. Mr. DeNicolo is a senior software developer with United
Healthcare in Hartford, Conn.
A July 2008 wedding is planned.

Wesley Hall Nursery School
1 East Broad St., Westfield
(908) 233 - 9570
www.whnsnj.com
Morning & Afternoon Sessions for Ages 21/2 to 4+
Team Teaching by Experienced Teachers
Spacious Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas
Lunch & Enrichment Classes Available
Kindergarten Connection Program

NEW IN 2008 FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN!!
We are entering our 56th year of providing
quality programming for young children!
Open Registration is
February 4th & 5th, 2008.

Call Mon. - Fri. Between
9 - 2 to Schedule a Tour
of our Facility.

James and Denise Harper of
Westfield have announced the birth of
their daughter, Autumn Kelly Harper,
on Monday, November 5, at 8:27 a.m.
at JFK Medical Center in Edison.
Autumn weighed 8 pounds and 1
ounce and measured 20½ inches in
length at birth. She joins her brother,
Aidan James, age 3.
Her maternal grandparents are David
and Patricia Rehrer of Westfield.
Diane Harper of Garwood and
James Harper, III of Glen Gardner
are her paternal grandparents.
The baby’s maternal great-grandparents are Elizabeth Wright of
Norristown, Pa. and Paul Rehrer of
Sellersville, Pa.
Her paternal great-grandparents are
James Jr. and Betty Lou Harper of
Fanwood.

Newcomers Club Sets
Winter Wine-Cheese
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Newcomers’ Club
will hold its annual Winter Wine and
Cheese event for prospective members at 8 p.m. on Thursday, January
17, at a member’s home.
New residents and those who have
experienced a recent lifestyle change
such as a marriage, a new baby or
change of employment are invited to
attend this event.
Current club members will highlight the non-profit social
organization’s upcoming activities for
the year for women and their families, among them book discussions,
playgroups, bunko, ladies’ night out,
toddler offerings and scrapbooking.
For more information about the
club or the upcoming Winter Wine
and Cheese event, visit the club’s
website at scotchplains.com/newcomers/. If interested in attending,
call Jennifer at (908) 756-1464.

African Violet Society
To Meet Next Thursday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Chapter of the African Violet
Society will meet on Thursday, January 17, at 1 p.m. at the Scotch Plains
Public Library, located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Jan Reimer, past president of the
African Violet Society of America,
will conduct a demonstration entitled
“Potting Babies,” on how to separate
and pot plantlets. Anyone interested
in African Violets is invited to attend.

#AR INSURANCE WITH

0%23/.!,
3%26)#%
.O EXTRA CHARGE

!T 3TATE &ARM® YOU GET A COMPETITIVE
RATE AND AN AGENT DEDICATED TO
HELPING YOU GET THE COVERAGE THATS
RIGHT FOR YOU #ONTACT ME TODAY

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

,)+% ! '//$ .%)'("/2
34!4% &!2- )3 4(%2%®
3TATE &ARM -UTUAL !UTOMOBILE )NSURANCE #OMPANY
3TATE &ARM )NDEMNITY #OMPANY s "LOOMINGTON ),
0  STATEFARMCOM

222 North Avenue

WESTFIELD
908-789-0600

marckanterman@fitnesstogether.com
www.ftnewjersey.com

“We are glad to sponsor programs
that are focused on different equestrian
topics,” said Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, liaison to the Union County
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.
“The sessions will help people learn
simple behaviors of the horse, the evolution and history of riding and what it
actually takes to own your own horse.
People interested in these clinics
should note that these are classes with
no actual riding,” she added.
Patrons age 9 through adult are invited to register for as many clinics as
they wish. Each session will last two
hours and will focus on one of a variety
of topics. Classes are designed for specific riding levels and ages, with some
open to all levels of expertise, including
people who have never ridden before.
The clinics will be held in the barn or
the lecture area of the stable.
The winter clinics are scheduled as
follows:
Sunday, January 13, 9 to 11 a.m.:
Grooming and Tacking – All welcome.
Sunday, January 20, 9 to 11 a.m.:
Behavior of Horses – All welcome.
Saturday, January 26, 9 to 11 a.m.:
Course Design and Jumping Clinic –
Intermediate and Advanced.
Sunday, January 27, 9 to 11 a.m.:
Grooming and Tacking – All welcome.
Sunday, February 3, 9 to 11 a.m.:
Boots and Bandaging – Intermediate
and Advanced.
Sunday, February 10, 9 to 11 a.m.:
Grooming and Tacking – All welcome.
Sunday, February 17, 9 to 11 a.m.:
Basic Tack and Care – All welcome.
Sunday, February 24, 9 to 11 a.m.:
Advanced Grooming – All welcome.
Space is limited and in-person preregistration is required at Watchung
Stable, located at 1160 Summit Lane
in Mountainside. The cost is $20 per
person for each clinic.
For more information, call the
Watchung Stable office at (908) 7893665, or e-mail questions to
stablequestions@ucnj.org.

College Club to Learn
Scrapbooking Methods
FANWOOD – The College Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains will meet on
Monday, January 21, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Fanwood Recreation Center, located at Forest Road Park in Fanwood.
Following a brief business meeting, Fanwood native Fran Hutton will
conduct a hands-on workshop demonstrating different methods of creating scrapbooks, ways to organize
photographs and the use of digital
photo programs for the computer.
As a Creative Memories consultant, she will explain how to encompass “Your story/Your life/Your way”
and which tools to use for traditional
scrapbooking. Ms. Hutton will show
the audience how to compile photographs into an attractive book that
will preserve memories.
Guests are welcome to attend. Inquiries about the program can be directed to Elaine at (908) 232-1249.
The College Club of FanwoodScotch Plains provides scholarships
to women of high school and college
age who reside in the community. For
information about joining the club,
call the membership chairperson at
(908) 889-4942 or e-mail
CollegeClubFSP@yahoo.com.

Dr. John Paul Tutela and Ms. Nicole Imperial

Ms. Nicole Imperial Engaged
To Dr. John Paul Tutela
Ms. Lucille Imperial of Westfield
and Joseph and Elizabeth Imperial
of Westfield have announced the engagement of their daughter, Ms.
Nicole Imperial of New York City, to
Dr. John Paul Tutela, also of New
York City. He is the son of Dr. Rocco
Tutela and Franca Tutela of Short
Hills.
The bride-to-be was raised in
Westfield and attended Westfield High
School, where she graduated in 1996.
She then attended Monmouth University, where she ran Division I Cross
Country for two years and received a
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in 2001.
She is an art director with Scheer

Advertising in South Orange. Her
mother is the owner of The Green
Room florist in Westfield.
Her fiancé was raised in Short Hills
and graduated from Newark Academy in Livingston. He then attended
NewYork University, where he graduated cum laude with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Anthropology in 2001.
In 2005, he graduated from the University of Medicine and Dentistry of
New Jersey in Newark with a degree
in medicine. He currently is a thirdyear surgical resident at St. Vincent’s
Hospital in Manhattan.
The couple will be married in July
in New York City.

Rotary Foundation Reveals
Receipt of $100K Donation
WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club of
Westfield Foundation, Inc. announced
on December 4 that the estate of
Georgiana H. Pollak has donated a gift
of $100,000 to the foundation.
Among the club’s programs is its
scholarship fund. The Rotary Club of
Westfield began helping students attend college in 1922, after Mabel
Douglass spoke to the club.
An advocate of women attending
institutions of higher learning, she
became Dean of the Women’s College
of New Jersey, which later was named
in her honor – Douglass College, now
a part of Rutgers University.
In 1967, the Rotary Club of Westfield
started its annual Pancake Day to raise
funds for scholarships. Since that time,
the club has awarded $1.6 million in
scholarships to 1,300 Westfield students. This is the only fund in the town
that awards scholarships to college,
vocational and graduate programs.
This year, Pancake Day will take
place on Saturday, March 8. Applications for the scholarships may be obtained from the Westfield High School
Guidance Department at 550 Dorian
Road in Westfield.
Over the years, many citizens have
donated to the scholarship fund. Included are: William Holstein, Stephen
Keimig, H. B. Longshore, D. Schneider,
Harry Sturcke (two separate donations),
Georgiana Pollak, Isabella Dodds (for
young women only), Stacey “Tex”
Ewan, Bailey, Charles and Florence
Wallace Fund at the Westfield Foundation, Read Law Fund (for law school),

Linda Read Memorial Fund (for nursing or health professions), John J. Foley
and Chester Gerdes.
Those who wish to make a donation
and name a scholarship for a loved one
are asked to contact David Foltz at
Buttermore and Foltz in Westfield at
(908) 232-0292.
The Rotary Club of Westfield meets
every Tuesday for lunch from 12:15 to
1:30 p.m. at the Westfield Area “Y.”
Guests are always welcome, and the
first lunch is free. Information is available at westfieldrotary.com.

Thrift Shop Toy Sale
Benefits Homeless Pets
SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption is holding
a 50-percent-off sale on toys and
games at its thrift shop through Saturday, January 26.
The store is located at 1750 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains and is
open from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
every day except Sunday.
The Best Friend Rescue group is a
not-for-profit organization run solely
by volunteers. Members of the community donate all items sold in the
shop to help homeless animals.
New donations of merchandise are
always welcome. Additionally, the
shop is accepting donations of dog
and especially cat food for their foster animals in need. Volunteers are
always needed in the thrift shop. For
more information, call (732) 3888930 or visit bestfriendpetfinder.org.
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Peter Muscle, 88, Served in the Pacific;
Founder of Melon King Garden Center
Peter Muscle, 88, of Scotch Plains Mont., George Muscle of Bound
passed away on Friday night, January Brook, Frank Muscle of North Caro4, at Overlook Hospital in Summit of lina and Jack Clark of North
respiratory failure.
Brunswick, and nieces
Born March 26, 1919
Pamela Hunt of Indianapoin Highland Park, he atlis, Ind., Irene Muscle and
tended Highland Park
Jean Macak, both of
High School and served
Littleton, Colo., Geneva
in the Pacific with the
LoCastro of Lakehurst and
United States Army
Gloria Scaramazzino of
from 1941 until he was
Princeton.
honorably discharged in
Linda Jackson of Chi1945.
cago and Liberty Corner
Pete was the founder
mourns his passing and will
of the Melon King Garforever miss her best friend
den Center at Route 22
and buddy of 45 years.
and Glenside Avenue in
Services were held yesPeter Muscle
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William Dodds, 87, Earned Bronze Star;
Was Executive and Rotary President
William John Dodds, 87, formerly
of Westfield, died on Saturday, December 29, at Morristown Memorial
Hospital in Morristown.
Born in Plainfield on June 13,
1920, he had lived for many years in
Westfield before moving to Fellowship Village in Basking Ridge one
year ago.
Mr. Dodds had been an executive
and president of C.L. Hill Manufacturing in Cranford from 1946 until
his retirement in 1984.
A veteran of World War II, he
served in Australia and the Philippines and earned a Bronze Star.
During his youth, he was a member of the Demolay in Plainfield.
Mr. Dodds was a 50- year member
of the Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield, as well as a past president
of the Cranford Rotary Club.
Surviving are his wife of 23 years,
Bernice Dodds; two sons, William J.
Dodds, Jr. and John B. Dodds; four

Josephine Niedzwiecki
Josephine Niedzwiecki, 91, of
Elizabeth, Pa. died on Saturday, December 29, at University of Pennsylvania Medical Center McKeesport
Hospital.
Born on March 20, 1916 in
Punxsutawney, Pa., she was the
daughter of the late Stanley and
Nellie
Novak
Pasternak.
Josephine retired many years ago
from the Home Insurance Company,
where she was a clerical worker.
Her
husband,
Stephen
Niedzwiecki, and her siblings, Polly
Szewczyk, John, Henry, Walter and
Edward Pasternak, predeceased her.
Surviving are two sons, Stanley J.
Niedzwiecki of Bayhead, formerly
of Westfield, and Chester M.
Niedzwiecki of Elizabeth, Pa.; a
daughter, Janet M. Ryan of Westport,
Conn.; her sister, Stella Bryla of
Versailles Boro, Pa.; 13 grandchildren; 25 great-grandchildren and one
great-great-granddaughter.
Funeral services were under the
direction of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Interment took place on Saturday,
January 5, at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.
January 10, 2008

Harry E. Lupia, 82
Harry E. Lupia, 82, of Henderson,
Nev. died on Saturday, January 5, at
Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital in Rahway.
Born in East Orange, he had lived
in Westfield for 40 years before
moving to Henderson seven years
ago.
A graduate of Norwich University in Northfield, Vt., he had worked
as a professional engineer with Engineers Incorporated in Newark for
25 years, retiring as a vice president.
He was a United States Army Air
Corps veteran of World War II, having served in Tinian as a tail gunner.
Mr. Lupia was a long-time member of the Rotary Club of Newark.
Surviving are his wife, Dorothy
(McKenna) Lupia; seven children,
Harry, Diane Odachowski, Susan
McLaughlin, Chris, Lauren
Michael, Richard and Scott; a
brother, Archie Lupia (Captain,
USN ret.), and 13 grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered yesterday, Wednesday, January 9, at the Church of the Assumption in Roselle Park.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue,
West, in Cranford. Interment took
place at Saint Gertrude Cemetery in
Colonia.
January 10, 2008

grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, January
11, in the chapel of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.
Arrangements are by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.
January 10, 2008

Evelyn Frankenberger
Evelyn (Hayeck) Frankenberger
of Cranford died on Sunday, January
6, at the Ashbrook Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Scotch Plains.
Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she lived
in Cranford since 1918.
A manager with Marshall Kline &
Co. in Linden for 10 years before her
retirement in 1971, she also had
worked at the Elizabeth Shirt Co. for
18 years.
She was a member of the Rosary
Society at St. Michael’s Roman
Catholic Church in Cranford.
Her
husband,
Walter
Frankenberger, predeceased her in
1999.
Surviving are a daughter, Pauline
Harris of Westfield; a son, Walter
Frankenberger, and two grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered yesterday, Wednesday, January 9, at St. Michael’s Church.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue,
West, in Cranford.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Haven Hospice, Park
Avenue and Randolph Road,
Plainfield, N.J. 07060.
January 10, 2008

Joseph L. Taranta, 84
Joseph L. Taranta, 84, of
Robbinsville died on Thursday, December 27, at his home.
Born in Plainfield, he was raised
in North Plainfield and had lived in
Westfield from 1962 until moving to
Robbinsville in 2002.
A graduate of Newark College of
Engineering and a United States
Navy veteran of World War II, Mr.
Taranta retired as chief chemical
engineer for the International Flavors and Fragrances Corporation.
He was a member of St. Gregory
Roman Catholic Church in Hamilton
Square, the North Plainfield Flying
Eagles and the Westfield Area Old
Guard.
Surviving are his wife of 62 years,
Paula Domenick Taranta; two daughters, Meg Taranta of Freehold and
Carrie Wayne and her husband, Ron,
of Robbinsville; two sisters, Marge
Quirk of Massachusetts and Norma
Scavuzzo of Basking Ridge, and two
grandsons, Peter and Andrew
Taranta.
Services were held on Thursday,
January 3, from the Scarpa Funeral
Home in North Plainfield. Burial
was at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.
Donations may be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association New Jersey Chapter, 400 Morris Avenue,
Suite 251, Denville, N.J. 078341365.
January 10, 2008

Reading is Good For You

– Obituaries –
Peter LaBruzzo, 44, Worked In Finance;
Was Member of Champion Hockey Team
Peter Michael LaBruzzo of
Westfield passed away on Tuesday,
January 1. He was 44.
Born in Evanston, Ill. to Peter S.
and Elizabeth (Means) LaBruzzo, Mr.
LaBruzzo moved to Wellesley, Mass.
with his family in 1969. After graduating from Wellesley High School in
1981, he continued his studies at
Babson College, graduating in 1985
with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Finance and Economics. At Babson,
he was a member of the Alpha Kappa
Psi fraternity.
Mr. LaBruzzo was an avid hockey
player since childhood and was a member of the Boston Mini Bruins. In
college, he was an all-star award winning defenseman for Babson’s Varsity
Hockey team. During his time with the
team, they won both the ECAC I and
NCAA II championships.
After graduating from Babson, Mr.
LaBruzzo worked in finance, managing a children’s foundation in Boston. In the late 1990s he moved to
New Jersey, where he worked in
flooring sales and presently in auto
sales.
Mr. LaBruzzo was an active pa-

rishioner of the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield and a
member of the local Knights of Columbus. He loved fishing and was an
enthusiastic fan of NASCAR, country music and rodeo riding.
Along with his parents, Mr.
LaBruzzo is survived by his brothers,
Christopher C. LaBruzzo of West
Roxbury, Mass. and John D.
LaBruzzo and his wife, Karen, of
Wellesley, Mass. He also is survived
by his former wife Cynthia Payne
LaBruzzo and their daughter, Jillian
Elizabeth, of Harvard, Mass. and
former wife Alexandra Conte
LaBruzzo and their son, Cole Michael,
of Saddlebrook, N.J., as well as his
aunt Ann LaBruzzo McCarthy of New
York and Rome, Italy and his uncle
James L. Means and aunt Rosalie C.
Means of Wisconsin.
A Memorial Mass was held Monday, January 7, at St. Paul’s Church
in Wellesley, Mass. Funeral arrangements were made by the Henry J.
Burke and Sons Funeral Home of
Wellesley
Hills,
Mass.,
www.henryburkefuneralhome.com.
January 10, 2008

Damian Robertson, 43, Hockey Official;
Worked as Clinical Practice Manager
Damian Andrew Robertson, 43, of
Mount Pleasant, S.C. died on Sunday, December 30, at his residence.
Born September 27, 1964 in
Plainfield to Gerald R. and Dolores
Cagnasola Robertson, he was a
graduate of Kean University in the
Exercise Science Athletic Training
Program.
Damian was a clinical practice manager for Carolina Family Care at James
Island Internal Medicine, where he
showed great compassion and care for
patients and colleagues alike.
He was a USA Ice Hockey official
for many years, as well as a member
of the National Athletic Training Association Board of Certification.
Damian also was a member of the
Clan Donnachaid of the Carolinas
and Clan Donnachaid International.
He was a friend to many and always had a kind word and funny
story to share.
Damian will be deeply missed by
his family and friends, including his
wife, Mariana Franco Robertson; his
mother, Dolores Cagnasola
Robertson of Toms River; his two
sisters, Judith Robertson of Eliza-

Jacquelin Winter, 81
Jacquelin Winter died peacefully
on Thursday, January 3, 2008, at her
residence in Dedham, Mass. She was
81 years old.
Mrs. Winter was born in Elizabeth,
N.J. to Marie Christine Engel (nee
Hirsch) and Edward Francis Engel on
February 23, 1926. She graduated from
All Souls Nursing School in 1946.
She was married to William G.
McDevitt from 1946 until his death in
1972. In February of 1978 she married
Earnest S. Winter of Westfield, N.J.
Jackie and Ernie enjoyed almost
29 years of marriage until his death
on December 28, 2006. They were
both active in volunteer work in
Westfield and surrounding towns.
Jackie most enjoyed volunteering at
local hospitals.
Mrs. Winter is survived by her son,
William G. McDevitt, III, his wife,
Anne, and their daughter, Bridey
McDevitt of Needham, Mass.; her
sister, Audrey Callahan of Westfield;
a niece, Patricia Machusak of
Flemington, N.J., and two nephews,
Scott Callahan of Far Hills, N.J. and
Craig Callahan of Stuart, Fla.
In addition to her parents and her
husbands, Mrs. Winter was predeceased by her sister, Patricia Engel
Lesko.
A family service was held at St.
Bartholomew’s Catholic Church in
Needham, Mass.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Catholic Church of the
Holy Trinity, 315 First Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.
January 10, 2008

beth and Faith Robertson of
Cranford; his niece, Rachel Michelle
Robertson of Cranford; his motherin-law, Doris Ann Franco of Mount
Pleasant; sister-in-law, Moniz Franco
Stess of Petaluma, Calif. and brotherin-law, Michael C. Franco of
Norwalk, Conn. His dogs, Barkley
and Brooks, will miss their daily
walks with Damian.
A vigil service was held on Friday,
January 4, at the McAlister-Smith
Funeral Home of Mount Pleasant, S.C.
A Liturgy of Christian Burial took
place on Saturday, January 5, at Stella
Maris Catholic Church in Sullivan’s
Island, S.C., followed by cremation.
Memorial contributions may be
made to Pet Helpers, 1430 Folly
Road, Charleston, S.C. 29412 or to
the Lowcountry Animal Rescue, P.O.
Box 935, Ladson, S.C. 29456.
January 10, 2008

Rose Tartivita, 78
Rose Sapienza Tartivita, 78, a lifelong resident of Westfield, died on
Wednesday, January 2.
Mrs. Tartivita had worked at Diamond Expansion in Garwood for 18
years, retiring in 1963.
Her husband of 37 years, Fiorello
Tartivita, predeceased her in 2000.
Surviving are her two children,
Michael and Judy.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, January 5, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
in her name to the Westfield Rescue
Squad, P.O. Box 356, Westfield, N.J.
07091.
January 10, 2008

Olga Serventi, 77
Olga Kawochka Serventi, 77, of
Barnegat, formerly of Westfield, died
on Wednesday, January 2, at Southern
Ocean Genesis Center in Manahawkin.
Mrs. Serventi’s husband, Dante
Serventi, predeceased her in 1991.
Her parents, Theodore and Eva
Kawochka, also predeceased her.
Surviving are a son, Donald K.
Serventi, and a brother, John
Kawochka.
A funeral service was held on Friday, January 4, at the Dooley Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
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Gerald Ferguson, Jr., 78, Had Worked
On Missile System and Telstar Satellite
Gerald A. “Jerry” Ferguson, Jr., 78,
of Basking Ridge passed away on
Monday, December 31.
Born on November 3, 1929 in
Bradenton, Fla., he was the son of
Gerald A. Ferguson and Velsy Palmer
Ferguson. He spent his early years in
St. Petersburg, Fla., where he was active in the Boy Scouts, attaining the
rank of Eagle Scout.
Mr. Ferguson resided in Murray Hill,
N.J. for more than 10 years before
moving his family to Westfield, N.J.,
where he lived for more than 40 years.
He was awarded a four-year scholarship to Culver Military Academy in
Culver, Ind., from which he graduated
in 1946. Mr. Ferguson received a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical
Engineering from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in 1950. In
1955 he earned a Master of Science
degree in Electrical Engineering from
the University of New Mexico.
While at M.I.T., Mr. Ferguson was a
member of the R.O.T.C., and in June
1950 he was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the United States Air
Force. In February 1952, during the
Korean War, he was called to active
duty, serving four years at Kirtland Air
Force Base in Albuquerque, N.M.
In 1950 he joined Long Lines, Inc.,
a division of AT&T, as an electrical
engineer. After his military service,
he returned to Long Lines in 1955,
transferring a year later to Bell Laboratories. Mr. Ferguson worked primarily in Murray Hill and Holmdel,
N.J. until his retirement in 1997 after
47 years of service.
During his tenure at Bell Labs, he
worked on various projects including
missile guidance systems and the first
Telstar Communications Satellite.
Mr. Ferguson helped design repeaters for the undersea cable division of
AT&T and made several trans-Atlantic voyages on the cable ship C.S.
Long Lines. He was awarded several
patents as a Bell Labs employee.
He was a connoisseur of classical
music, an accomplished photographer and an animal and nature enthusiast who enjoyed bird watching.

Surviving are his son, Gerald A.
“Jay” Ferguson, III, and daughter-inlaw, Xiao Hua Wang, of Yardley, Pa.;
his daughter, Gillean Dembiec, sonin-law, J.R., and grandchildren, Olivia,
Chad and Owen, all of Westfield, and
his former wife, Pamelyn Bush of
Holland Township.
Private arrangements were under
the direction of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Donations in his memory may be
made to the National Parkinson Foundation, Inc., Office of Development,
1501 NW 9th Avenue/Bob Hope
Road, Miami, Fla. 33136-1494 or
online at www.parkinson.org.
January 10, 2008

Michael Walsh, 44
Michael Walsh, 44, of Bedminster
died on Friday, January 4, at
Hackensack University Medical
Center.
Born in Rahway, he grew up in
Mountainside and had lived in Basking Ridge before moving to Bedminster
seven years ago.
A graduate of Muhlenberg College, he was employed as a sales
executive with MTF in Edison. Earlier, he had been employed with Zoll
Medical Corp.
His father, the Honorable John P.
Walsh, predeceased him.
Surviving are his wife, Carolyn
Foley Walsh; two children, Jake and
Emma; his mother, Eileen Walsh, and
two sisters, Beth Walsh and Susan
Feeley.
The funeral was held on Tuesday,
January 8, from the Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass was then
offered at the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society, P.O. Box 4072, Pittsfield, Mass.
01202 (www.lls.org). For more information or to express condolences, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
January 10, 2008

Haynie Hensel, 73, Devoted to Family;
Had Worked In Child Welfare Field
Haynie Maben Hensel, 73, of West
Chester, Pa. passed away at the
Chester County Hospital on Friday,
December 28, 2007, surrounded by
her loving husband of 49 years, David
B. Hensel, and three daughters.
Born in Louisa, Ky. to Benjamin
Haynie Maben and Elizabeth Conley
Maben, Mrs. Hensel was raised in
Crewe, Va. She graduated from Duke
University and completed one year of
post-graduate studies in child welfare at the University of North Carolina before working in the field.
She became a full-time homemaker
when her first child was born and
spent the majority of her child-raising years in a close-knit neighborhood in Wallingford, Pa.
Mrs. Hensel was an involved mother
and grandmother, active in the PTA,
Girl Scouts and other school commitments. She loved having her house full
of friends and family, and she never
met a stranger. She had a keen mind
and kept it sharp with crossword
puzzles, logic problems and voracious
reading on a variety of subjects.
Mrs. Hensel was an expert on English history, the Middle Ages and
heraldry. She also loved the arts, European travel, Fabergé, gardening and
doing crafts, especially with her beloved grandchildren. She also was a
die-hard Duke basketball fan.
After moving to West Chester in
2003, Mrs. Hensel became involved
with the Newcomers’ Club. Before
that, she had lived in Westfield, N.J.
for 23 years, where she was a longtime member of the Richard III Society and the Friends of the Westfield
Memorial Library.
In addition to her husband, she is

survived by her daughter, Karen Heiss
of Glenmoore, Pa.; daughter and sonin-law, Katherine and Jon Wikstrom
of Towson, Md.; daughter and sonin-law, Stephanie and John Wojtowicz
of Cranford, N.J., and five grandchildren, David, Kelsey, Sarah, Jackson
and Olivia.
Interment will take place in Louisa,
Ky. later this year. In lieu of flowers,
contributions may be made to the
American Cancer Society, 1615 West
Chester Pike, Suite 102, West Chester,
Pa. 19382, or to Duke University
Development, 2127 Campus Drive,
Durham, N.C. 27708-0600.
Arrangements are by the
DellaVecchia, Reilly, Smith and Boyd
Funeral Home, Inc. of West Chester,
Pa., (610) 696-1181; please visit
www.drsfh.com.
January 10, 2008

Robert H. Shapiro, 53
Robert Howard Shapiro, 53, of
Washington, D.C., formerly of
Westfield, died on Tuesday, January 1.
Mr. Shapiro graduated from
Westfield High School in 1972 as a
Merit Scholar. He attended Lafayette
College and graduated from the University of Florida and Stetson College
of Law in 1986.
Mr. Shapiro practiced patent law in
Washington, D.C.
Surviving are his parents, Dr. and
Mrs. A. Eugene Shapiro of Boca Raton,
Fla., formerly of Westfield; his brother,
Kenneth Shapiro of Naples, Fla.; his
sister, Joan Roberts of Manhattan
Beach, Calif., a niece and a nephew.
Funeral services took place in
Florida.
January 10, 2008
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See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

goleader.com/subscribe

Hillside Cemetery

Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729
www.hillsidecemetery.com
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

Begun in 1876 by William Gray and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.
Today, known by many simply as Gray’s, we continue to
provide the personal service that began with Mr. Gray,
whether it be for burial or cremation.
Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325
908-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707
908-276-0092

Charles J. Tombs
NJ Lic. Number 4006
Director
www.grayfuneralhomes.com
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Miller-Cory to Celebrate
Raggedy Ann and Andy
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will present “An Afternoon with Raggedy Ann and Andy”
this Sunday, January 13. Described
as ideal for children, the program will
take place from 2 to 4 p.m.
Heather Mills of Fanwood will
outline the history of the dolls that
have become perennial favorites, and
she and Arlene Soong of Winfield
Park will share their collections of
these simple cloth dolls.
Additionally, Jean Groszmann of
Fanwood, a collector of Raggedy Ann
and Andy dolls and artifacts since

Professor to Discuss
Community Dissolution
AREA – The Racial Justice Committee of the First Unitarian Society
of Plainfield (FUSP) will welcome
Mindy Fullilove, an author and Columbia University psychiatry professor, at its 10 a.m. service on Sunday, January 20. She will speak on
“Faith and Displacement.”
The FUSP church is located at 724
Park Avenue in Plainfield. Among its
members are residents of Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
Ms. Fullilove wrote “Root Shock:
How Tearing Up Our Neighborhoods
Hurts America and What We Can Do
About It.” It is based on her research
into the effects of segregation, redlining, urban renewal, gentrification
and community-destroying natural
disasters such as Hurricane Katrina.
She will explore what happens when
people of color lose all or part of what
sustains community and what Unitarian-Universalists are called to do. All
are welcome. For more details, visit
fusp.org or call (908) 756-0750.

1979, will exhibit her collection of
dolls, books and accessories.
Costumed docents will be available to guide visitors through the
restored, fully furnished 18th-century farmhouse. The gift shop, stocked
with a variety of Colonial toys, crafts,
books and educational materials, also
will be open for business.
Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2.50 for adults, $1 for
students and free for children under
age four. The museum is located at
614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield.
Upcoming Sunday programs include “18th-Century Winter Pastimes”
on January 27, “Historic Valentines”
on February 10 and “Pets in the White
House” on February 24. For more
information, call the museum office
weekday mornings at (908) 232-1776.

Winter Kids Programs
To Begin on Saturday
WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library will hold
two Winter Children’s Programs on
Saturdays this month, which are open
to library patrons and their children.
“The Great Reptiles,” a live animal
show for those 4 years old and up,
will be offered on January 12 from
9:45 to 10:30 a.m. or 11 to 11:45 a.m.
“The Wizard of Oz” will take place
on January 26, featuring a puppet
performance for 4-year-olds and up
of the L. Frank Baum classic. It will
be presented at 10:30 a.m.
Additional programs are planned
for February. Those interested may
register for the programs at the circulation desk of the library, located at
550 East Broad Street in Westfield.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Alternate Public Defender during 2008; and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq., known
as the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act”;
which established a fair and open process
for the award of certain contracts with a
value in excess of $17,500.00 per year,
where those contracts are not subject to
public bidding or competitive contracting
under the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council evaluated any proposal
on the basis of being the most advantageous to the Township of Scotch Plains,
price and other factors being considered;
and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered,
as to each proposal:
1) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract;
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains, as follows:
That Matt Dorsi, Esq. be appointed as
Alternate Public Defender for the year
2008.
A copy of this Resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.
Dated: January 2, 2008
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/10/08, The Times
Fee: $46.41

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Township Attorney during 2008; and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq., known
as the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act”;
which established a fair and open process
for the award of certain contracts with a
value in excess of $17,500.00 per year,
where those contracts are not subject to
public bidding or competitive contracting
under the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council evaluated any proposal
on the basis of being the most advantageous to the Township of Scotch Plains,
price and other factors being considered;
and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered,
as to each proposal:
1) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract;
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains, as follows:
That Brian J. Levine, Esq. is hereby
appointed as Township Attorney for the
year 2008.
A copy of this Resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.
Dated: January 2, 2008
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/10/08, The Times
Fee: $46.41

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Municipal Prosecutor during 2008; and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq., known
as the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act”;
which established a fair and open process
for the award of certain contracts with a
value in excess of $17,500.00 per year,
where those contracts are not subject to
public bidding or competitive contracting
under the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council evaluated any proposal
on the basis of being the most advantageous to the Township of Scotch Plains,
price and other factors being considered;
and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered,
as to each proposal:
1) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract;
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains, as follows:
That Thomas Russo, Esq. be appointed
as the Municipal Prosecutor for the year
2008.
A copy of this Resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.
Dated: January 2, 2008
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/10/08, The Times
Fee: $46.41

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Assistant Township Attorney during 2008; and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq., known
as the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act”;
which established a fair and open process
for the award of certain contracts with a
value in excess of $17,500.00 per year,
where those contracts are not subject to
public bidding or competitive contracting
under the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council evaluated any proposal
on the basis of being the most advantageous to the Township of Scotch Plains,
price and other factors being considered;
and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered,
as to each proposal:
1) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract;
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains, as follows:
That Lawrence A. Woodruff, Esq. is
hereby appointed as Assistant Township
Attorney for the year 2008.
A copy of this Resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.
Dated: January 2, 2008
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/10/08, The Times
Fee: $46.41
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‘Y’ Open House Events Set
For Saturday In Westfield

SEA AND SKY…Franklin Elementary School representatives congratulate
Jorie Richlin-Zack and Melia Parsloe on completion of their three-story mural at
the school depicting the sea and solar system. Pictured, from left to right, are: Vice
Principal David Heller, outgoing Principal Mary Fleck, Jorie, Melia, art teacher
Marie Coveney and Superintendent of Westfield Schools Margaret Dolan.

Troop 498 Scouts Earn Gold
With Franklin School Mural
WESTFIELD – Seventeen-yearolds Melia Parsloe and Jorie RichlinZack, both Girl Scouts with Senior
Troop 498 of Westfield, recently
completed their Girl Scout Gold
Award project entitled “Sunrise Over
Learning.”
The girls worked over the summer months to paint a three-story
mural at Benjamin Franklin Elementary School on Prospect Street in
Westfield. With the help of Marie
Coveney, an art teacher at Franklin
School, the girls designed the mural specifically to tie in with the
school’s curriculum. The mural consists of three levels on three staircase landings, and is painted with
low VOC (volatile organic compounds) paint, which the girls researched to ensure that the materials they used would be safe in a
school environment.
The bottom panel depicts an underwater scene, as the kindergarten
classes on the main floor spend much
of the year studying marine life. At
the top of the stairwell where the
fourth- and fifth-grade classrooms are
located is a scene of Earth’s solar
system, since students at this level
study astronomy. The panel on the

FCC Plans Bible Study,
Spirituality Workshops
WESTFIELD – The First Congregational Church of Westfield will
offer two new series of Bible study
and spirituality workshops this winter. All classes are free and open to
the public.
Beginning Monday, January 21, the
Reverend Mark Boyea, senior minister, will present “An Introduction to
Paul and his Letters.” During this
four-week course, participants will
examine the biography, writings, travels and myths about the apostle who
profoundly shaped early Christianity. The class will meet on consecutive Mondays from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
in the church’s Chapel Lounge.
On Tuesdays beginning January 22,
a workshop on “Christian Spiritual
Practices for Today” will explore some
of the spiritual practices that have been
a part of Christianity for centuries,
such as study, solitude and simplicity,
and will offer considerations on how
they can be incorporated into the demands of everyday life.
Led by the Reverend Joy Mounts,
associate minister, the class will meet
on four consecutive weeks through
February 12 from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
in the Chapel Lounge.
The First Congregational Church,
a member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield. For additional information, call the church office at (908)
233-2494 or access its website at
fccofwestfield.org.

landing between the two floors was
painted as a bridge between the two
different scenes, showing a sunrise
over the ocean leading up into the
night sky.
The mural includes characters
from children’s literature, as well as
other educational aspects. After completing the mural, the girls taught a
class at the school on how they
painted the mural, and had the children identify the educational features hidden within it.
A dedication ceremony was held
on September 24 to officially close
the project and dedicate all of the
work to the school and its children.
In attendance were Superintendent
of Westfield Schools Margaret
Dolan, Franklin School Vice Principal David Heller, outgoing Franklin
School Principal Mary Fleck, Mrs.
Coveney and the leaders of Senior
Troop 498, Nancy Luscombe and
Nancy Tepper.
The goals of this project were to
benefit Franklin students and the
community by reinforcing subjects
taught at all levels of the school and
to inspire young artists.
The girls extended special thanks
to the Westfield Lumber and Home
Center of Westfield and its manager,
Tony DiFrancesco, for their donation of paint and supplies, as well as
Ace Hardware, Cranford Paint and
Hardware and Sherwin Williams
Paints.
Jorie, the daughter of Lisa Richlin
and Frank Zack of Westfield, and
Melia, daughter of Mary Lynn and
Bob Parsloe, also of Westfield, have
had their project approved by the
Girl Scouts of Washington Rock
Council and are scheduled to receive
their pins in April 2008. The Gold
Award is the highest award that a
Girl Scout age 14 to 18 can attain.

Registration to Begin
For Programs at JCC
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey is featuring various programs and classes, for infants to senior citizens, for winter and spring.
The Winter/Spring 2008 Program
Guide contains full information
about hundreds of offerings for all
ages and interests. The program
guide can be accessed online at
jccnj.org. Copies also are available
at the JCC building at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Nearly all of the JCC’s programs are
open to both JCC members and nonmembers. Both online and in-building
program registration will begin on Tuesday, January 15, for JCC members and
Tuesday, January 22, for others. Financial assistance is available for membership and various programs.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Township Auditor during 2008; and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq., known
as the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act”;
which established a fair and open process
for the award of certain contracts with a
value in excess of $17,500.00 per year,
where those contracts are not subject to
public bidding or competitive contracting
under the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council evaluated any proposal
on the basis of being the most advantageous to the Township of Scotch Plains,
price and other factors being considered;
and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered,
as to each proposal:
1) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject
matter to be addressed under the contract;
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief
Financial Officer of the Township.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains, as follows:
That Suplee, Clooney & Co. is hereby
appointed as Township Auditor for the
year 2008.
A copy of this Resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.
Dated: January 2, 2008
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/10/08, The Times
Fee: $47.43

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Alternate Municipal Prosecutor during 2008;
and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq., known
as the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act”;
which established a fair and open process
for the award of certain contracts with a
value in excess of $17,500.00 per year,
where those contracts are not subject to
public bidding or competitive contracting
under the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council evaluated any proposal
on the basis of being the most advantageous to the Township of Scotch Plains,
price and other factors being considered;
and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered,
as to each proposal:
1) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract;
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains, as follows:
That Robert Pansulla, Esq. be appointed
as Alternate Municipal Prosecutor for the
year 2008.
A copy of this Resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.
Dated: January 2, 2008
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/10/08, The Times
Fee: $47.43

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will host two open house events
on Saturday, January 12.
The first event will be held from 9 to
11 a.m. at the Westfield Area “Y” Child
Care Center, located at 170 Elm Street
in Westfield. Tours of the center will be
available and certified staff will be on
hand to answer questions regarding the
program and curriculum.
Registration for Full Day Child Care
for new families will begin on Saturday, January 12, from 9 to 11 a.m. at
the Westfield Area “Y” Child Care
Center. For information, call Director
Gloria Johnson at (908) 654-8460.
The Y’s full-day childcare center
was designed for parents who are in
need of a year-round program from
7:20 a.m. to 6 p.m. for children ages
6 months to 5 years. Aftercare also is
available from 6 to 6:30 p.m.
The second open house will be
held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
“Y” Preschool, located at the Robert
and Virginia Bauer Family Branch at
422 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Meet January 14
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will hold its first
meeting of 2008 on Monday, January
14, at 1:30 p.m. in the Holy Trinity
Interparochial School gymnasium on
First Street in Westfield.
Helen Livesey will discuss her World
War II experiences as a nurse in the
Army Nurses Corps before returning
home to marry and raise a family. Refreshments will be served afterwards.
Attendees also will be able to sign up
for a St. Patrick’s trip on Wednesday,
March 5, to Doolan’s in Spring Lake.

VFW-Ladies Auxiliary
Announce Blood Drive
GARWOOD – The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6807 GarwoodWestfield and the Ladies Auxiliary, in
conjunction with the North Jersey
Blood Center, will sponsor a blood
drive on Saturday, January 19, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. It will be held at the post
home, located at 221 South Avenue in
Garwood, opposite Home Depot.
Each eligible donor will receive a
$15 gift card towards the purchase of
gasoline. For more information, or to
pledge a donation, call Kitty Madara
at (908) 789-1105, Dennis Clark at
(908) 247-5389 or Robert Eckman at
(908) 232-0129.

Open House to Be Held
For Church Pre-School
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Pre-School, located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, will
hold a Parent Pre-registration Open
House for the 2008-2009 school year
on Tuesday, January 15, at 10:15 a.m.
(the snow date is Friday, January 18).
Willow Grove Pre-School is a Christian pre-school sponsored by the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church and
licensed by the state of New Jersey.
This event will take place in the
church’s Alexander Hall. Director
Kathy Calello will present a slide show
giving an overview of the pre-school
program, plus a tour of the facility.
Teachers are state-certified educators. Classes are offered for children
who will be 2 years old by April 1 for
the 3 Minus Program, plus classes for
3-year-olds, 4-year-olds and the 4+
Class for children who either miss the
kindergarten cutoff date or who just
need another year of pre-school.
Registration for the school year 20082009 will begin on Monday, February
4, for present enrollees and alumni.
Open registration will begin on Tuesday, February 12. For more details, call
Mrs. Calello at (908) 232-7117.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Township Risk Manager during 2008; and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq., known
as the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act”;
which established a fair and open process
for the award of certain contracts with a
value in excess of $17,500.00 per year,
where those contracts are not subject to
public bidding or competitive contracting
under the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council evaluated any proposal
on the basis of being the most advantageous to the Township of Scotch Plains,
price and other factors being considered;
and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered,
as to each proposal:
1) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract;
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains, as follows:
That Commerce National Insurance
Services is hereby appointed as Township Risk Manager for the year 2008.
A copy of this Resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.
Dated: January 2, 2008
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/10/08, The Times
Fee: $46.41

This event is for parents with children as young as age 2½ (by September 1, 2008).
Tours of the preschool classrooms
will be given, and certified staff will
answer questions regarding the various preschool programs, curriculum
and schedules for the 2008-2009
school year.
Preschool registration for new families will begin on Saturday, January
26, from 8 to 10 a.m. at the Robert and
Virginia Bauer Family Branch. For
information, call Eileen Rooney, director, at (908) 233-2700, extension
no. 423.
Financial assistance is available to
those who qualify. The Westfield Area
“Y” is a non-profit, human service
organization that services the communities of Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside and Westfield.

Saxophonist to Present
Program at Library
WESTFIELD – Classical saxophone player Shannon Pierce will perform a series of short classical pieces
at the Westfield Memorial Library on
Wednesday, January 16, at 7 p.m.
During his saxophone performance,
he will share information about the
composers and tell some stories about
himself and his experiences.
Mr. Pierce studied music at
Rutgers University, Mason Gross
School of the Arts and has performed
with the Rutgers University Wind
Ensemble, Rutgers University Jazz
Ensemble, Rutgers University Orchestra, Saxophone Quartets and
smaller chamber groups including
voice and saxophone, flute and saxophone. He also has performed solo
with piano accompaniment. While
he specializes in classical saxophone,
he has experience playing many different types of music including jazz.
Mr. Pierce teaches music in New
Jersey to students of all levels.
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. This program is open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. For more information about this program or to
register, call (908) 789-4090, extension no. 4140.

St. John’s Baptist Plans
King Service on Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s
Baptist Church will remember Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. during its
annual memorial service on Sunday,
January 13, at 7 p.m. All are invited
to attend.
The Reverend Bernadette Glover,
assistant to Bishop Donald Hilliard
of the Cathedral International in
Perth Amboy, will serve as the guest
speaker.
Special activities also have been
planned for this service. St. John’s
Baptist Church is located at 2387
Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains. For
more information, call the church
office at (908) 232-6972.

Woman’s Club to Hold
‘Doughboys’ Program
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s
Club of Westfield will offer a program called “Doughnuts For
Doughboys” at its general meeting
on Monday, January 14, at 1:30 p.m.
at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield.
Presenter Laurie McDonald Gaulke
will portray a young volunteer in the
Salvation Army during the World
War I era.
Called “Lassies,” these young
women made and served doughnuts
to American servicemen who were
called “Doughboys.” Ms. Gaulke will
share stories about this period in
American history. For more information about the Woman’s Club of
Westfield, call (908) 233-2339.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Public
Defender during 2008; and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq., known
as the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act”;
which established a fair and open process
for the award of certain contracts with a
value in excess of $17,500.00 per year,
where those contracts are not subject to
public bidding or competitive contracting
under the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council evaluated any proposal
on the basis of being the most advantageous to the Township of Scotch Plains,
price and other factors being considered;
and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered,
as to each proposal:
1) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract;
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains, as follows:
That Casey Woodruff, Esq. be appointed
as Public Defender for the year 2008.
A copy of this Resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.
Dated: January 2, 2008
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/10/08, The Times
Fee: $45.90
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Library Friends Group
Seeks New Members
WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library, a group
of volunteers that, since 1972, has
served and supported the library, is
seeking new members. Last year, the
group pledged $100,000 to the
Westfield Library Improvement
Project.
Over the last 35 years, the Friends
has contributed more than $700,000
to sponsor major projects, children’s
programs, computers and software,
reference materials and equipment
for sound systems, among other initiatives.
Each year, the Friends award a
scholarship to a Westfield resident
who is pursuing an advanced degree
in library science or a related field.
Friends members receive benefits,
including a quarterly newsletter giving advance notice of all activities,
trips and programs, a 10-percent discount at the Town Book Store in
Westfield and participation in a bookdiscussion group, as well as opera
trips and an annual outing. Application envelopes are available at the circulation desk of the library, located at
550 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Girl Scout Cookie Sale
Continues Until Feb. 3
WESTFIELD – The 2008 Girl Scout
Cookie Sale currently is underway
throughout all 25 communities within
the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock
Council’s (GSWRC) jurisdiction.
Between now and Sunday, February 3, girls ranging in age from 6 to 17
will sell the cookies as part of this
nearly 90-year tradition.
Once again, GSWRC is partnering
with ABC Bakers to present a varied
product line, with selections such as the
traditional Thin Mints and Shortbreads,
along with Peanut Butter Sandwich
cookies and Peanut Butter Patties.
New this year is Cinna-Spins,
which come in 100-calorie packs.
Other cookies on the menu include
Caramel deLites, Lemonades and
Thanks-A-Lots. All cookies are
priced at $3.50 per box.
Those who have not been approached by a Girl Scout in their area
and are interested in purchasing cookies are asked to call GSWRC at (908)
232-3236 or consult westfieldnj.com/
girlscouts.

Boy Scout Troop 79
To Hold Open House
WESTFIELD – Boy Scout Troop
79 will hold an open house on Monday, January 14, at 7:30 p.m. for all
boys ages 11 and 12 years old and
Webelo Cub scouts interested in
learning more about the Boy Scouting. It will take place at the parish
center of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church, located at 1600 Rahway
Avenue in Westfield, opposite the
soccer fields.
Each year, Troop 79 offers multiple activities, including camping
trips, participation in outdoor
events such as the Klondike Derby,
trips to wider scout events like the
New Jersey State Police
Camporee, Florida Seabase and
High Adventure Summer Camps,
service projects like Breakfast
With Santa and fun meetings like
Bowling Night, Laser Tag and
Rock Wall climbing.
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/06/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-26
AWARDED TO: Roth Horowitz,
Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to serve as Personnel
Counsel
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$75,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/06/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-15
AWARDED TO: James Jude Plaia,
Esq., Verona, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: as the County’s workers compensation legal counsel
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/06/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-12
AWARDED TO: Suplee, Clooney, &
Company, Westfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide statutory
audits of accounts of the County of Union
and its agencies
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $20.40
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Accountants and IRS
Comment on Tax Impacts
According to the IRS:
MOUNTAINSIDE – The IRS says
this year, some early income-tax filers
may have to wait a few extra weeks for
their refunds. The delay is due to the
Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) legislation enacted in December.
Most tax filers will not be affected
by the AMT legislation. The delays
in processing refunds will be experienced by those who include any of
the following five forms with their
2007 individual income tax return:
Form 8863, Education Credits; Form
5695, Residential Energy Credits;
Schedule 2 (Form 1040A), Child
and Dependent Care Expenses for
Form 1040A Filers; Form 8396,
Mortgage Interest Credit; Form
8859, District of Columbia FirstTime Homebuyer Credit.
If you are filing using one of the
five forms, you won’t be able to send
your return to the IRS for a few
weeks until the IRS computers are
reprogrammed for the tax-law
change. The IRS expects to be ready
for these by February 11.
For the latest information on the
AMT, e-file, direct deposit and other
tax matters visit the website at
IRS.gov.
According to Accountants
ALEXANDRIA, VA – National
Society of Accountants (NSA) say
that Congress avoided a potential
election-year debacle by “patching”
the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT)
for the 2007 tax year just before the
holidays.
The last-minute legislation allows
an estimated 20-million taxpayers
to avoid the dreaded AMT tax when
they file their 2007 returns. The AMT
was never intended to apply to
middle-class taxpayers. Some
Americans will pay the tax, but the
AMT exemption amounts were
raised significantly.
For example, before the patch, the
AMT exemption for married couples
filing jointly was $45,000, now the
exemption is raised to $66,250. Similar increases apply to other types of
tax filers.
But watch out for 2008, says NSA.
Just like the proverbial finger in the
dike, the AMT patch applies only to
2007 tax returns and is one of several
key tax breaks that expire after 2007,
leaving taxpayers exposed to some
unpleasant surprises when 2008 tax
returns come due.
“Even as people begin scrambling
to wade through the complex tax code
to complete their 2007 returns, they
need to think about how several taxlaw changes will affect them in 2008,”

Hiking Club Provides
Variety of Activities
COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a regular schedule of hiking and bicycling activities, most of which take place in
central and northern New Jersey.
Membership dues are $10 per
year. Guests are invited to try out
the club before joining. For a complimentary schedule, call (908) 5274900.

says Andrew Morehead, CFP, ATP,
ECS, president of the National Society of Accountants. “Most of these
expiring provisions haven’t been publicized. But since 2008 is an election
year, opportunities may exist to persuade Congress to extend some of
them.”
Key changes include:
AMT patch is only good for 2007.
For the 2008 tax year, the AMT exemption amount drops back to
$45,000 for married couples filing
jointly, with large drops for other
types of tax filers as well. These levels again threaten to catch millions
more taxpayers. Unless Congress
votes again to change the law, taxpayers will face the same punishing tax
that was just avoided at the last minute
for 2007.
There are no more state and local
sales-tax deductions. This popular
tax break expired at the end of 2007.
For the past few years, taxpayers
have had the option of deducting
either state and local income taxes or
state and local general sales taxes. In
2008, the option to deduct state and
local general sales taxes expires.
The Kiddie Tax will apply to older
kids. Through 2007, the so-called
“kiddie tax” required children under
18 to pay tax at his or her parents’
highest marginal tax rate on unearned
income in excess of $1,700. But
watch out for 2008, when the applicable age rises and the kiddie tax
will apply to a child under the age of
19 and full-time students under age
24.
The Classroom deduction comes
to an end. Full-time teachers, instructors, counselors and other educators could deduct up to $250 worth
of books, supplies, software and
other qualifying materials through
2007. But this deduction expires for
2008.
Qualified conservation deductions
ended in 2007. The enhanced deduction for contributions of real property interests dedicated exclusively
for conservation purposes ended in
2007. This includes many tax deductions for energy-savings measures.
Tuition and Fees Deduction expires. Through 2007, taxpayers could
deduct qualifying tuition and fees
required for the student’s enrollment
or attendance at a post-secondary
school. The tuition and fees deduction, depending on adjusted gross
income, reduced taxable income by
as much as $4,000. However, this
provision expires for 2008.
“These changes for 2008, plus a
host of other last-minute tax law
changes that apply to the 2007 tax
year, put the onus on taxpayers to
keep up to make sure they receive
any tax breaks they are entitled to,”
Mr. Morehead adds. “Fortunately,
professional tax preparers are paid
to know all the latest changes, so we
encourage taxpayers to turn to them
to help sort through the complex tax
code.”
NSA represents accountants who
specialize in serving individuals and
small-to-mid-size businesses. For
more information about NSA, visit
nsacct.org or call (800) 966-6679.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/06/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/06/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-13
AWARDED TO: NW Financial, Jersey
City, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide financial advisory services
PERIOD: January 1, 2008- December
31, 2008
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $20.40

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-27
AWARDED TO: Law Firm of Donald
Smith, Esq, Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide Mental Health
Patient Counsel Services
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $44,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/06/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/06/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-14
AWARDED TO: Rogut, McCarthy &
Troy, PC, Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide specialized
counsel services in connection with the
issuance of bonds or notes by the County
of Union
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-28
AWARDED TO: Ard Appraisers, Clark,
New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide appraisal
services
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$25,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.42
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More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Statement by Senate Minority Leader Thomas H. Kean,
January 8, 2008 at Trenton Ceremony
Editor’s Note: Sen. Kean spoke during
his swearing-in ceremony on Tuesday in
Trenton at the Senate.
I’d first like to recognize my wife,
Rhonda. I’d also like to thank you, Senator Codey. You have known three generations of my family – actually, counting
my daughters Elizabeth and Meredith who
are joining us today – you have known
four generations.
I look forward to continuing to work
with you in my new role as together we
seek to make New Jersey more affordable
for the nearly nine million people who are
proud to call this great state home.
The Republican caucus and I will start
this new journey together by continuing
our call to make government at all levels
more accountable to the citizens they are
supposed to represent. I would like to
congratulate my predecessor Leonard
Lance for his gallant efforts in this regard.
I look forward to his continuing these
fights in this Capital or another Capitol
further south.
The seventeen members of the Republican caucus represent the very best of the
ideals of our state:
* Eight returning members who will
share their wisdom and experience from
their previous years of service in the Senate Chamber; and
* Nine new senators, whose energy
and enthusiasm will certainly enliven and
enhance our debates in the months and
years to come.
Two years from today, I am certain that
we will look back on the accomplishments of the 213th Legislature with pride.
We will recall the tough choices that we
faced together as we reversed decades of
fiscal irresponsibility in Trenton and finally righted our listing ship of state.
We will reflect upon our victories:
* An end to the fiscal games of the past,
with the rejection of the brashest gimmick of all – the selling of some of our
most important assets, the cash stream of
our roadways.
* The restoration of sanity to a system
of over taxation that has overburdened
the taxpayer and sapped the promise of a
secure economic future from all generations of New Jerseyans;
* A new and aggressive economic
growth agenda that allows our state and
our people to move beyond the simple
fortunes of geography and truly enables
us to be a dynamic, innovative economic
powerhouse for our region, our nation,
and the world;
* And, finally, the passage of a real and
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/06/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(M) and in accordance with the
requirements
for
extraordinary,
unspecificable services. This contract and
the resolution authorizing it are available
for public inspection in the Office of the
Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-16
AWARED TO: Hale Insurance,
Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide insurance broker services
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/06/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-23
AWARDED TO: Schenck, Price, Smith
& King, Morristown, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to serve as labor and
personnel counsel
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$75,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/06/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-22
AWARDED TO: Schwartz, Simon
Edlestein, Celso & Kessler, Florham
Park, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide Counsel
Services to the Open Space, Recreation
and Historic Preservation Trust Fund
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$60,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/06/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/06/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 01/06/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-25
AWARDED TO: Ruderman and
Glickman, Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to serve as personnel
counsel
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$50,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-24
AWARDED TO: DeCotiis, FitzPatrick,
Cole and Wisler, Teaneck New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to serve as labor and
personnel counsel
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$75,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

RESOLUTION NO: 2008- 29
AWARDED TO: Appraisal Associates,
Inc., Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide appraisal
services
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$25,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 1/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

comprehensive reform agenda, one which
roots out the evils of pay to play, dualoffice holding and wheeling, and restores
our confidence in our system of government.
These areas, and many others, will
warrant our attention and demand our
action over the next seven hundred and
thirty days.
My caucus is excited to help the majority in crafting the solutions to better New
Jersey in ways that have eluded leaders
and legislatures in years past. On the
issues upon which we agree, the majority
will find no more willing or capable partners.
If, however, the next two years are
hallmarked by the same piecemeal measures – crafted in haste without public
debate – that have defined previous Legislatures, the Republican Caucus will not
compromise our principles as we rise to
the full level of our duty to help shape a
“Citizen’s Agenda” for New Jersey.
In those instances, we will be girded by
Frederick Douglass’ call: “For it is not
light that is needed, but fire; it is not the
gentle shower, but thunder.”
In the months leading up to November’s

elections, as we walked our neighborhoods; shopped in our local grocery stores
or watched our children at weekend soccer games, we heard from so many of our
constituents who were sacrificing so much
to ensure that their families could continue to live in the state they love.
We ran for office to help these people,
to work together in building an agenda
that restores optimism and forges pathways toward economic opportunity for
all citizens. Over the next two years, we
are the fortunate few who have been called
to service at this crucial juncture in our
state’s history. Mr. President, Senator
Sweeney and the thirty-seven members
here assembled – let us not back down
from this challenge.
As Shakespeare’s Henry V recognized,
“Tis true we are in danger; the greater
therefore should our courage be.” Let
future generations look to this Legislature, to this time in New Jersey history,
for inspiration as they face the unknown
hurdles of the future.
Thank you.
Sen. Tom Kean, Jr.
Westfield – LD21

GW’s Quattrocchi Says Pay-to-Play
Is Watered Down, Full of Loopholes
Pay-to-play, the practice of companies
making monetary contributions to political parties, usually the one in power and
being awarded lucrative professional contracts seemingly in return, is one of those
outrageous situations that Gov. Jon
Corzine promised he would tackle during his tenure. Though legislation has
been attempted on more than one occasion over the past couple of years, what
has resulted has been watered down and
containing loopholes.
Interestingly, the principal players have
managed to find some intriguing ways to
discreetly continue to do what they always have been doing. Reviewing the list
of “sponsors,” obtained through OPRA,
for the freeholders’ so-called free concert for county residents, MusicFest 2007,
proved to be a veritable who’s who of the
county’s vendor list. Case in point:
In 1998, The Westfield Leader reported
that the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders awarded a $3.4-million contract to Correctional Health Services, Inc.
of Verona (CHS) to provide health services to inmates at the county jail and
detainees at the county’s juvenile detention center. They were to help the county
switch from public to private management of the two facilities.
Citing reports of other counties utilizing CHS, then-County Manager Michael
Lapolla predicted the savings would be at
least $350,000 over the following two
years. Union County has awarded contracts to CHS since that time to provide
medical/health-care services at the jail,
detention center and also the children’s
shelter, for the term of January 2004
through December 2006 at a cost not-toexceed $3.6 million for year one, $3.7
million for year two and $3.98 million for
2006.
According to reports filed with NJ

ELEC, CHS had made contributions to
the Union County Democratic Committee in excess of $60,000 for the period
from September 1998 through October
2004. Double-checking the ELEC
website showed CHS was a MusicFest
sponsor to the tune of $5,500.
Coincidentally, just this month, the
all-Democratic freeholder board authorized the county manager to enter into a
month-to-month contract with CHS to
provide medical/health-care services for
inmates and residents of the county jail
and the Juvenile Detention Center for the
period of January through June 30, 2008
in the amount of $2,249,373.
Some other MusicFest sponsors having
done business with the county include
Schoor DePalma Engineers, Pennoni Engineers, 4-Connections, Maser Engineers,
Waste Management, Ricci Green Architects, Access Systems and Spruce Industries — contributing a combined $35,500
to the event, thus giving the incumbents a
stage to appear on before thousands of
county residents without them having to
spend a single campaign dollar.
Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

PUBLIC NOTICE

BRIDGE ASSOCIATES OF
POCONO TOWNSHIP, LP,
PLAINTIFF, VS. ROBERT
TOSTEVIN AND JOYCE
TOSTEVIN, HIS WIFE, MARY
B. VASSALLO, DONALD J.
SPARACIN AND GENEVIEVE
A. SPARACIN, HIS WIFE, ET
AL

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
BOARD OF HEALTH
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 08-01-02
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Board of Health of the Borough of Fanwood
on January 3, 2008. Copies of this ordinance can be obtained without cost at the
Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey between
the hours of 8AM and 4PM Monday through
Friday.
The purpose of this ordinance is:
“AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 300-6 OF THE
CODE OF THE BOARD OF
HEALTH OF THE BOROUGH
OF FANWOOD RELATING TO
CAT LICENSE FEES”
Public hearing and adoption of this ordinance will be held on February 7, 2008.
Colleen M. Huehn
Secretary
Board of Health
1 T - 1/10/08, The Times
Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains will require the services of a Township Physician during 2008; and
WHEREAS, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains adopted a
resolution on January 10, 2006, pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et. seq., known
as the “New Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures Reporting Act”;
which established a fair and open process
for the award of certain contracts with a
value in excess of $17,500.00 per year,
where those contracts are not subject to
public bidding or competitive contracting
under the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law; and
WHEREAS, Requests for Qualifications
and proposals for the said contract were
advertised at least ten (10) days before the
proposals were to be submitted; and
WHEREAS, the Township Manager and
the Township Clerk have received and
opened the proposals in public and the
Township Council evaluated any proposal
on the basis of being the most advantageous to the Township of Scotch Plains,
price and other factors being considered;
and
WHEREAS, the evaluation considered,
as to each proposal:
1) Experience and reputation in the field;
2) Knowledge of the Township of Scotch
Plains and the subject matter to be addressed under the contract;
3) Availability to accommodate any required meetings;
4) Compensation proposal; and
WHEREAS, funds have been certified
for this position by the Chief Financial
Officer of the Township.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains, as follows:
That RICHARD J. SHALLER, M.D. of
Complete Care, Inc., l8l4 East Second
Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey be appointed by the Township Manager as
Township Physician for the year 2008.
A copy of this Resolution shall be published in The Times as required by law
within ten (10) days of its passage.
Dated: January 2, 2008
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 1/10/08, The Times
Fee: $48.45

Keep Ahead: Read
It is Good for You!
goleader.com/subscribe
PUBLIC NOTICE
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF
MONROE COUNTY
FORTY-THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
NO. 579
CIVIL ACTION TO QUIET TITLE

TO: DONALD J. SPARACIN and
GENEVIEVE A. SPARACIN, their heirs,
personal representatives, executors, administrators, successors and assigns and
all persons having or claiming to have any
right, lien, title, interest in or claim against
one (1) improved lot or parcel of real estate
located in Pocono Township, Monroe
County, Pennsylvania, which is more particularly described as Unit 30, as shown on
the “Plan of Ski Side Village” as recorded
in the Monroe County Recorder’s Office at
Plan Book 40 Page 47, as revised by the
plan of Ski Side Village, dated December
15, 1983 and recorded in Monroe County
at Plan Book 53, Page 83, and which real
estate is designated on the Tax Maps of
Monroe County as Tax Map #12/10B/2/130.
TAKE NOTICE THAT Bridge Associates of Pocono Township, LP, has filed a
Complaint in Action to Quiet Title in the
aforesaid Court as of the above term and
number, averring their interest based on
named party Defendants’ real property
interest in the Subject Property, if any, was
divested on September 21, 1999, by operation of law by reason of the said Subject
Property being exposed to public sale for
delinquent taxes by the Tax Claim Bureau
of Monroe County, and praying the Court
to adjudicate and decree their title and
right of possession to said premises, more
particularly described in the said Complaint, indefeasible as against all rights
and claims whatsoever, and you are hereby
notified to file an Answer within twenty (20)
days following the date of this publication,
in default of which an Order may be entered as prayed for against you, requiring
you to take such action as may be ordered
by the Court within thirty days after the
entry of such Order in default of which final
judgment shall be entered.
If you wish to defend, you must enter a
written appearance personally or by attorney and file your defenses or objections in
writing with the Court. You are warned that
if you fail to do so the case may proceed
without you and a judgment may be entered against you without further notice for
the relief requested by plaintiff. You may
lose money or property or other rights
important to you.
YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS NOTICE
TO YOUR LAWYER AT ONCE. IF YOU
DO NOT HAVE A LAWYER OR CANNOT
AFFORD ONE, GO TO OR TELEPHONE
THE OFFICE SET FORTH BELOW TO
FIND OUT WHERE YOU CAN GET LEGAL HELP. THIS OFFICE CAN PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION ABOUT
HIRING A LAWYER. IF YOU CANNOT
AFFORD TO HIRE A LAWYER, THIS
OFFICE MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE
YOU WITH INFORMATION ABOUT
AGENCIES THAT MAY OFFER LEGAL
SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE PERSONS AT
A REDUCED FEE OR NO FEE.
Monroe County Bar Association
Lawyer Referral Service
913 Main Street, PO Box 786
Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania 18360
Telephone (570) 424-7288
Timothy B. Fisher II, Esquire
FISHER & FISHER LAW OFFICES
Attorney(s) for Plaintiff
PO Box 396
Gouldsboro, Pennsylvania 18424
1 T - 1/10/08, The Leader
Fee: $78.54
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BLAES, CANNON, GAINES, SQUIRE RECORD KEY FALLS

Viking Matmen Burn Raiders
Via Criteria 7 Decision, 34-33
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Ben McNeil, a state qualifier at 119-lbs last year, recorded a
fall in the final bout to place the
visiting Parsippany Hills wrestling
team in a 33-33 tie with Scotch PlainsFanwood but the Vikings won the
match via Criteria 7 – most first points
– on January 3. Both teams won seven
bouts and both teams recorded four
falls. There were no unsportsmanlike penalties, no forfeits, no technical falls or majority decisions and
both teams won three bouts by decision so the next step to decide the

team winner was most first points
where the Vikings out-pointed the
Raiders, 16-12.
The most impressive Raider victory was recorded by heavyweight
Joe Blaes, who barreled state qualifier Spencer Williams to his back in
5:05 to narrow the team score to 2118 Vikings. Blaes used his patented
ankle pick takedown in the first period and added another takedown to
carry a 4-2 lead into the third period.
His alertness and football tackling
skills came into play in the third period when he barreled Williams to the
mat then to his back for the fall.

“At first I had him with the ankle
pick and in the second period I was
able to get another one,” said Blaes.
“I knew he was off-balance so I took
advantage of it because I’m a lighter
heavyweight and I have to use my
speed to my advantage.”
“He lost to the kid 1-0 last year. He
was smart, working on the ankle pick.
That’s his bread and butter. For Blaes to
come around and stick him there took a
lot. That was a big lift. It got us back into
the match where we needed to be,” said
Raider Head Coach John Scholz.
In the first bout of the evening, Raider
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ENGAGED IN A VERY PHYSICAL GAME…Blue Devil Anne Knisely takes a shot at the basket, while Lady Minuteman
Quiana Porter, No. 33, leaps over Blue Devil Gab O’Leary in an attempt to block it.

MILLER BREAKS ALL-TIME WHS SCORING RECORD

Lady Blue Devils Slow Down
Minutemen Hoop Girls, 50-37
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING FOR CONTROL…Raider Wes Morrison, right, battles to slip around Viking Jason Morales in the 130-lb bout.
Morales pulled out a 3-1 decision.

DiIORIO SINKS 12, SHEEHAN NETS 9, LESSNER GETS 6

Union Farmers Plow Over
Blue Devil Hoop Boys, 47-36
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union marched into Westfield on
January 3 and availed its superior
height and the shooting ability of
Tom Goubadia and Travis Taylor in
the opening quarter to overcome the
Westfield High School boys’ basketball team, 47-36.
Taylor led the 5-1 Farmers with a
game-high 16 points, Aishon White
finished with 12 points and Goubadia
added 10 points. Tony DiIorio led the
3-4 Blue Devils with 12 points, including a 3-pointer, four rebounds
and two assists. Chris Sheehan accounted for nine points and finished
the game with five rebounds, two
assists and two steals. Mike Lessner
hit two 3-pointers, grabbed four rebounds and dished out three assists.
Joey Kopser poured in four points,
including a 3-pointer, grabbed three
rebounds and had two assists. Pat
Gray chipped in three points, pulled
in five rebounds and swiped a basketball. Manny Mills, the chief thief
with four steals, had four assists and
pushed in two points.
The real story emerged in the opening quarter when the Farmers, highlighted by Goubadia and Taylor, raced
to an 11-4 lead to place the Blue
Devils in a catch-up mode. Sheehan
and DiIorio each registered two
points.
The Blue Devils played even up
ball with the Farmers offensively and

defensively and went into the locker
room trailing, 25-18. Kopser, DiIorio
and Sheehan each rolled in four points
and Gray converted a lay-up.
“If we come out slow, it’s always

tough to play from behind. We came
out a little stagnant and we just were
not there in the first quarter. Once we
start coming out with that intensity,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Senior guard Erin Miller made
Westfield High School (WHS) basketball history again when she sank a
free throw with 2:37 left in the first
quarter in a 50-37, Westfield win over
visiting Elizabeth on January 5 to
become the all-time WHS scoring
leader – boys and girls. Miller’s free
throw, her first point of the game,
pushed her past 1963 WHS graduate
Bob King, who finished his career
with 1,329 points.
“I was a little nervous. I wanted to
get the points over with and get on
with the game,” Miller confessed.
Miller, who finished with a gamehigh 20 points to bring her total to
1,349, surpassed 1988 graduate Krissy
Jeremiah’s total of 1,169 to set the alltime WHS girls record in a Union

County Tournament quarterfinal game
last year against Governor Livingston.
Miller broke the 1,000-point plateau
in a 58-40 victory over Elizabeth on
January 23, 2007.
Reflecting on her thoughts as a
starter in her freshman season, Miller
said, “A thousand points was a big
goal for me.”
Despite the loss of several of their
primary players due to injury, the 4-1
Blue Devils successfully repositioned
their starting lineup to do battle under
the boards with the 4-2 Minutemen,
featuring 6’2” Quaina Porter. Senior
Gab O’Leary (7 points, 3 assists), who
shifted from a point guard to a power
forward, was tough as nails under the
board and pulled 16 rebounds.
“That’s what you have to do with
those intercity teams. They will try to
intimidate you and I will not be in-
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Irene Katz

Louis Faruolo

Coldwell Banker has been helping families buy and sell homes for nearly a century.
Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the
nation. These are three of our agents who exemplify our commitment to the highest
standards of professionalism, integrity and service.
Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
1-888-317-5416
Call now for a pre-approval decision
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Karate N Motion
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Kimberley Haley

timidated,” said O’Leary.
“That’s why she’s inside. I made
her a power forward for that reason.
That’s going to help us inside. She
knows how to bang it up,” commented
Blue Devil Head Coach Joe Marino.
O’Leary prepared herself for the
forward position by seriously hitting
the weights at Parisi’s Speed School
in Garwood.
“Over the summer, I found out that
Diana Venezia tore her ACL and later
Gab Jakub injured her ankle. I found
out that I was going to be the forward
so I made a goal to put on 15 pounds
of muscle for an easier transition,”
said O’Leary, who nearly hit her goal
by gaining 12 pounds.
Early in the game, the Blue Devils
set up a designed play for Miller.
“Ann (Knisely) would screen for

#/20 
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B & G Properties Presents:

The Manor Homes of Clark Street In Westfield

Kick Start
Pre-K Academy
Tone & Sculpt your body
using a fusion of Latin &
International music!
• Aerobic/fitness interval training
• Mix of body sculpting
with easy to follow
dance steps.
Adults—Tues 8:30pm
Kids 10 —Mon/Tues/
Wed 3:30 10 wks
$125.00

Kick start the Inner Athlet in your 3 & 4 year old!
• Learn Balance
• Learn discipline
• Self Control
• Confidence
• Games and Props
• Small groups
• Have Fun!
Wednesdays 4:30-5:15
10 Week Session $115.00

Karate N Motion
1006 South Ave –Westfield NJ 07090
(908) 232-6440
Www.karatenmotion.com

Featuring 4,000 square feet with 4/5 Bedrooms, 4/5 Baths, 210’ deep lot, Walk to all Westfield amenities.

Pre-construction Price: $1,829,000
Kay Gragnano
Sales Associate
908-301-2036: Office Direct
908-233-7922: Fax

Occupancy: Spring 2008
WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Devil’s Den

Next Hall of Fame Class
Is Loaded With Talent

Devil of the Week
Erin Miller
Basketball

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALL-TIME WHS RECORD…Blue Devil senior Erin Miller sank a free throw
with 2:37 remaining in the first quarter to set an all-time WHS scoring record.

Lady Blue Weichert
Devils Slow Down
Minutemen Hoop Girls, 50-37
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Tara (Handza). I would decoy then
Gab would come over and screen for
me,” explained Miller.
But the Lady Minutemen guarded
her intensely, so Miller (3 assists)
looked for an open player.
“They all are double/triple team
covering her and Erin is an unselfish
player. She looks for other players,”
said Marino.
Miller was not the only nervous
player as the Blue Devils hit only 2for-6 from the free throw line and the
first quarter ended 6-5 Westfield. But
the Blue Devils hit 6-for-6 from the
line and Miller sank nine of her points
in the second quarter to spread their
lead to 23-18 at the half.
“We are always nervous in the beginning and then we settle down,”
said Miller.
The Blue Devils outscored Elizabeth, 10-7, in the third quarter, hitting
4-for-6 from the line. Early in the
fourth quarter Porter, who finished

with 19 points, had an eight-point
surge but Handza (11 points) answered with three driving lay-ups and
Nikki Aronson, who had seven rebounds and three steals, answered
with two driving lay-ups.
“She (Handza) hit nice shots when
we needed them,” said Marino. “And
Nikki played a good game.”
Despite hitting only 5-for-13 from
the line, the Blue Devils won the
quarter, 17-12.
“We are a good free throw team but
I wasn’t pleased. We could have done
better,” said Marino.
The Blue Devils, who lost in the
UCT finals last year to Scotch PlainsFanwood, may have lost key players
due to injury but the victory over a
strong Minutemen team proved their
worth.
“It’s good to set the tone early,”
Miller said.
Elizabeth
Westfield

5 13 7 12
6 17 10 17

®

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Peggy Tomko
• Top Lister Month of December
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complimentary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Peggy Tomko
of the Weichert Westfield Office
Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.
Invite Peggy in, and she’ll bring results!
Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090
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When the Westfield Athletic Hall
of Fame has its biennial dinner on
November 24 at the Westwood, the
new class of inductees will include:
the all-time record-holder for scoring and rebounding in boys basketball,
the all-time winningest wrestler,
the former all-time leading scorer
in football,
the all-time goal scoring leader in
girls soccer,
arguably the two best defensive
backs in school history,
the captain of the greatest swim
team of the 1960s,
one of the finest girls soccer goalies in school history,
one of the best technical wrestlers
in school history,
one of the best soccer/lacrosse players ever,
two of the greatest teams to ever
represent the high school,
a man who has given more than 50
years to the youth of Westfield.
That would be an impressive list
for any school’s first group of inductees, but this will be the eighth class
for the Westfield Athletic Hall of
Fame!
Let’s take a closer look at the
WAHF’s Class of 2008.
Bobby Dougherty (1947): A threeyear starter as a do-it-all tailback in
coach Joe Freeman’s single wing attack, Dougherty graduated as the
school’s all-time leader in touchdowns

Local HS Boys/Girls
Swimming Results:
JANUARY 3 – GIRLS:
MOUNT ST. MARY 107, SPF 63
200 medley relay: M (Liz Floyd, Steph
Ferrell, Maeghan Gaynor, Kristen Moll)
1:52.02
200 free: Janene Senafote (M) 2”02.62
200 IM: Ferrell (M) 2:16.59
50 free: Floyd (M) 25.07
100 fly: Gaynor (M) 1:01.91
100 free: Floyd (M) 55.01
500 free: Ferrell (M) 5:28.37
200 free relay: M (Gaynor, Moll, Brittany
Guinee, Senafote) 1:44.48
100 back: Mary Henkels (S) 1:00.62
100 breast: Kelsey Rossi (S) 1:10.96
400 free relay: M (Senafote, Ferrell, Moll,
Floyd) 3:47.94
JANUARY 3 – BOYS:
SPF 123, ORATORY 46
200 medley relay: S (Zach Peart, Mike
Pesin, Mike Henkels, Jon Kosenick)
1:47.36
200 free: Peter Weigel (S) 2:05.76
200 IM: Brendan Floyd (O) 2”03.2
50 free: Henkels (S) 24.4
100 fly: Floyd (O) 59.97
100 free: Kosenick (S) 55.02
500 free: Pesin (S) 5:40.09
200 free relay: S (Henkels, Jason Shaub,
Ryan Brown, Weigel) 1:43.68
100 back: Kosenick (S) 1:04.18
100 breast: Pesin (S) 1:06.54
400 free relay: S (Peart, Koch, Brown,
Andrew VanHaastevern) 3:58.37

(32, still fourth) and points (200, still
fifth). Also a three-year starter in basketball and good enough as a baseball
catcher that he was playing for the
semipro Westfield Hawks while still
at Roosevelt Junior High School.
Marty Howarth (1963): Howarth
was a three-year safety and a twoyear end who earned a full scholarship to Iowa. He wrestled as a senior
and had a 15-2 record as a 175-pound
heavyweight, losing only to the eventual state champion 3-2 at a Christmas tournament and in the district
final in overtime. Also a three-year
starting pitcher.
Bob King (1963): The 6-foot-11
King went from a “project” as a sophomore to a two-year All-state selection, setting school records for points
in a game (43), season (641) and
career (1,329) and rebounds in a game
(24), season (485) and career (1,044).
His last two years, WHS won 44
games and lost six, reaching the state
Group 4 final in 1962 and winning
the Union County Tournament in
1963. His senior year he was a Parade
Magazine All-American second-team
selection. He later played at Virginia
Tech.
John Ketcham (1966): During his
three years at WHS, the only teams to
beat WHS were the Princeton (1965)
and Yale (1966) freshmen! Ketcham
was the No. 1 backstroker in the state
for three years. In college at Wesleyan,
he won NCAA Division 2 titles in the
100 and 200 backstroke and the 200
individual medley. After nearly qualifying for the 1968 Olympic Team, he
later coached at the Westfield Y for
several years in the 1970s.
Bob Davis (1974): Another oldfashioned three-sport guy — football, basketball, baseball — Davis is
probably best known as a footballer.
He played quarterback in 1973 and
was a two-year starter at safety for
WHS, going on to an All-East career
at Rutgers. At WHS, Davis was also a
point guard in basketball and a shortstop-pitcher in baseball.
Phil Gottlick (1981): Third of the
four wrestling Gottlick brothers, and

Raider Cagers Burn
Elizabeth Boys, 55-49

the second to be inducted into the
WAHF. Phil was 4-1 during an injury-filled sophomore year but came
back to post 25-3 and 28-1 in his last
two years, for 57-5 for his career;
finished second in the state at 141
pounds as a junior and senior. He
later went on to an outstanding career
at Drexel.
Gregg Schmalz (1988): A two-time
All-county selection on WHS soccer
teams that went 54-10-3 and won one
county, two sectional and one state
title. Lacrosse teams were 51-10 and
won state titles in his sophomore (35
goals) and junior (37) years; his senior season was limited to six games
due to injuries. A four-year lacrosse
star at Duke, where he scored 112
career points (85 goals), was a twotime All-American and the only twotime captain in school history.
Rebecca Krohn (1991): During her
four years at WHS, the girls soccer
team posted records of 21-1, 21-1,
19-1-1 and 20-2-1 (81-5-2) with four
Union County Tournament and four
North Section 2 Group 4 titles and
back-to-back state titles in 1988 and
’89. Krohn scored a school-record 39
goals as a senior and still holds the
career goal-scoring mark with 103.
Cory Posey (1996): Four times the
talented wrestler almost ended WHS’s
drought of no state champions since
1976. In four years under coach Don
MacDonald, Posey posted records of
27-6, 28-2, 31-1, 32-1 for a career
mark of 118-10. He is the only fourtime district champion from WHS
and the lone three-time region winner. He finished fifth/sixth at states as
a freshman in 1993, third in ’94, second in ’95 and third in ’96. In college
he was a standout at Michigan State.
Vicky Nusse (1998): Tri-captain of
the 1997 soccer team that went 16-41, she allowed just 10 goals and posted
12 shutouts. Earned All-American as
a senior at WHS and later at Trenton
State College, where she was named
Division 3 Player of the Year (any
position) as a junior.
Bob Brewster Sr.: A standout athlete at Newark’s Central High School,
and later at St. Benedict’s Prep where
he played under legends Joe

Lady Raiders Crush
Cardinal Cagers, 53-38

Senior Bryan Dougher sank 21
points, had seven assists and grabbed
seven rebounds to lead the 7-2 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball team to a 55-49 victory
over host Elizabeth on January 5.
Dan DeCataldo netted nine points
and Kevin Maroney put in eight points
and pulled eight rebounds.

Jackie Law bucketed 14 points and
grabbed 11 rebounds to lead the 4-3
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team to a 53-38 victory over host Plainfield on January
5. Kaylin Jaichon sank 11 points and
Brianna Character scored 10.

Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Elizabeth

Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Plainfield

16 14 13 12
14 8 12 15

55
49

17 11 17
12 11 7

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.
Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

CRANFORD
$539,000
Spacious and pristine Colonial features 6
rooms and offers 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths,
newer furnace, water heater and electric,
Kitchen, Recreation Room and landscaping.
Chestnut trim and hardwood floors throughout. Close to town and NYC transportation.

WESTFIELD
$705,000
Comfortable, inviting and conveniently
located close to downtown and transportation,
this 55+ home offers 6 rooms, an updated
Kitchen with granite, abundant cabinets and
breakfast bar. Also features 2 Bedrooms, 2.5
baths and Living room with wood-burning
fireplace.

WESTFIELD
$649,900
Wonderful 1918 Colonial with front porch
is loaded with vintage charm and architectural detail. The large addition includes a
Master Bedroom with fireplace and French
doors to deck and huge, grade level Family
Room or Studio, patio and pergola overlooking a deep lot. Close to town and train.

WESTFIELD
$1,595,000
10 room Wychwood Colonial with perfect
blend of formal and casual features a large
Family Room off updated Eat-In-Kitchen
with granite counters, Master Bedroom with
full bath and good closet space, private guest
or au-pair suite, 2nd floor laundry, Living
Room with fireplace and a Formal Dining
Room.

WESTFIELD
$575,000
Well-maintained 7 room landscaped Ranch
has central air conditioning, full furnished
basement with full bath, alarm and sprinkler
systems, slate floor in Family Room, Living
Room with wood-burning fireplace, Anderson windows, walkout basement and ceiling
fans.

WESTFIELD
$199,000
Nicely updated Co-Op. New Moldings, updated bath, freshly painted with newer
Kitchen appliances. Move right in!

Sold

WESTFIELD
$799,000
Situated off a private lane, this one-of-a-kind
home offering 7 rooms, 4 Bedrooms and 3.5
baths is inviting and full of classic charm. Sitting majestically atop a gently rising knoll,
this gracious home has a spectacular view of
Brightwood and Gregry’s Pond.

WESTFIELD
$659,000
This listing was sold for 99 per
cent of its
percent
original asking price in only nine days. Let
us design a personaliz
ed mar
keting plan for
personalized
marketing
your home. Contact any of our extraor
diextraordinar
naryy agents.

8
8

53
38

Kasperger (football) and Prof Blood
(basketball), Brewster moved to
Westfield and with wife Marge had
four sons who played at WHS: Bob,
Brad, Daryl and Roger. In addition,
Brewster tirelessly gave his time to
youth sports in town: football, basketball and baseball, as a coach, referee/umpire and administrator.
1973 wrestling team: Went 14-0
and captured the District 15 team title
with nine individual champions. Had
two state champions, Rich Gottlick
and Chris Campbell, and one thirdplace finisher in Mark Dennis. The
regular lineup included Dave Brown
(20-3), Bill Steele (8-7-2), Joe Thome
(16-5-1), Paul Bockus (17-3-2), Stan
Warne (20-3), Charles Schrope (158), Dennis (24-2-1), Gottlick (27-0),
Dan Morash (10-1-1) or Quint
Mansell (7-3-2), Campbell (26-0),
Walt Heiniger (19-1-1) and Pete
Shearer (18-7), with Tom Graham (31), John Jacobson (0-2) and Jeff Smith
(4-1) helping out.
1991 boys soccer team: After 11
years coaching the WHS girls, George
Kapner’s first boys team went 21-1-1
— a 2-1 loss to Union, a 1-1 tie with
SP-F — and outscored its opponents
76-27 while winning the county, sectional and state Group 4 crowns. The
starting lineup included strikers Jeff
Hughes and Corey Walsh, midfielders
Chris Wojcik, Jay Ball, Paco Gonzalez
and Jim Corcoran, defenders Dan
DiClerico, Mike Ryan, Kevin and
Keith Zadourian, and goalie Eric Pepper. WHS beat Cranford 1-0 in the
county final, and East Brunswick 1-0
in the state final.
It’s not too late to start thinking
about the 2010 induction. If you have
an athlete, coach or team you think is
deserving of consideration, fill out an
application
form
at
the
www.allthingswestfield.com web site
and go to the Hall of Fame link. Or
you could get a nomination form from
WHS athletic director Ed Tranchina,
or from Roger Love or Bill Jordan at
Taylor-Love Realty on South Avenue.
WRESTLING UPDATE
In its first six dual meets, the WHS
wrestling team was 1-5 and was
outscored by a 292-138 margin. In
those matches, the WHS wrestlers
won 29 individual matches and lost
25. You might wonder how that is
possible. Well, the forfeit bugaboo is
again forcing coach Glen Kurz to
give out free six-point candies to opponents. In those six matches, WHS
forfeited 28 times, which equals 168
team points. In Friday night’s 42-33
loss to winless Chatham, WHS forfeited six weights while winning six
of the seven matches wrestled.
What makes things sadder is, there
are more than a dozen guys walking
the halls at WHS who could help
return the program to respectability,
including a half dozen former varsity
wrestlers. Some of them even attend
the matches and watch from the
stands.
One old-time WHS wrestler, in
town last month for former coach
Gary Kehler’s funeral service, was
saddened when told of the situation,
especially in the upper weights.
“I don’t know why football players
would lift weights now instead of
wrestling,” said Chris Campbell, a
former state, NCAA and world champion, and two-time Olympian. “Wrestling would be great for their balance,
their quickness and especially their
mental toughness. There’s still plenty
of time to lift after the season.”
Kurz currently has a 29-man squad.
On Friday, Jan. 28, the day before the
Roselle Park Tournament, there were
only 13 at practice. The next day
there were three — John Barnes, Joe
Panarese and Sam Reichbach — entered in the 14 weights. Just like nobody can coach tallness in basketball
or speed in football, nobody can coach
toughness.
IN PASSING
We were saddened last Friday to
get word of the passing of Craig Allen.
The former Passaic High School (’56)
athlete and Westfield police officer
was the father of two WHS athletes
— Craig and Ted. He also gave tirelessly of himself as a youth football
coach back in the 1960s and ’70s,
along with fellow policemen Joe
Spoto and Dick Young. Some of The
Den’s favorite memories are of nights
at the Jolly Trolley with Craig Allen.
WHOOPS, PART 2
A couple more names who were
overlooked in our list of top threesport athletes at WHS in the 12-27-07
Den are Catie Robinson (’93) and
Tom DelDuca (’05).
STREAKING
The 34-year, 459-meet winning
streak for the Brandon (Fla.) wrestling team came to an end Saturday
night, with a 32-28 loss to South
Dade (Fla.). The last loss had come
on Feb. 20, 1973.
DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the
Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to Erin Miller. The
sharp-shooting senior became WHS’s
all-time scoring leader, male or female,
with a first-period free throw Saturday.
She finished with 20 points and played
an outstanding all-around game (more
on this in next week’s Den).
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS FOREVER!
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YENGLING, JENNINGS GRAB IMPRESSIVE VICTORIES

Cougars Win 1 Bout but Top
Blue Devil Wrestlers, 42-33
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Six forfeits and one pin allowed the
Chatham High School wrestling team
to snatch a 42-33 victory over the
Blue Devils in Westfield on January
4. The Blue Devils won six of the
seven face-to-face bouts.
“I thought the team wrestled well
today. This was as perfect as it could
have been. We needed one or two
other things to go our way to win but
when you give up that many forfeits
and you’re in the match at the end, it
really says something for the kids
that we did send out there,” said
Westfield Head Coach Glen Kurz.
“We have 29 kids on the roster. I
understand that there are some legitimate injuries but we have to do everything we can to take care of ourselves
and put ourselves in a position where
we have everyone on the mat every
day. If they don’t want to stay healthy,
we have jayvees ready to step in.
They are really making a case of
themselves.”
The Blue Devils got a 6-0 team
jump in the opening bout when 135lb Joe Panarese scored a head-andarm, walk-around takedown on Dennis Murphy before turning him in

1:02, with an arm bar.
“Joe got us started in the right direction. He went after his opponent.
He’s working hard in the room and
the stuff has to carry over,” said coach
Kurz.
Sophomore Ryan Jennings demonstrated his improvement by notching a 9-7 overtime decision over Hector Eagan at 140-lbs. Eagan carried a
6-2 lead in the second period, but
Jennings added an escape, a half
nelson and a stalling point to narrow
the deficit by one point. In overtime,
with the score knotted 7-7, Jennings
persisted with a takedown to seal the
victory.
“He caught me by surprise and
almost took me down but I put pressure on his back, got up, used a front
headlock and took him down,” said
Jennings.
Chris Tomasso received a forfeit at
145-lbs, then at 152-lbs, Andy
Castrorao grabbed a 3-1 victory over
George Furbish to stretch the team
lead to 18-0.
The streak ended at 160-lbs when
Cougar Jeff Fricke pinned Alan Workman in 1:26 with an arm bar and a half
nelson. After receiving five straight
forfeits, Chatham took a 36-18 lead.

Blue Devil freshman Jey Yengling at
112 stretched a 3-2, second-period
advantage into an 8-2 decision over
Patrick James.
“I tried to be aggressive, get on him
and get him tired. In the second, I got
two legs in, threw a power half and
tried to get him on his back. In the
third, I got a switch, a stand-up, a
takedown and went with legs again,”
said Yengling.
Chatham received its sixth forfeit
at 119-lbs then at 125, Blue Devil
freshman Christian Barber bounced
David Rosenbloom, scoring a
takedown before showing him the
lights in 1:30.
“I was looking for a high crotch,
lost it a little bit and then recovered. I
picked him up and ended up pinning
him,” said Barber “I trained with coach
Kurz in the summer and it improved
my skills a lot.”
Blue Devil John Barnes, at 130lbs, earned Westfield’s final victory
by rocking Robert Traver to sleep
with a half nelson, body-press in 1:09.
“Two efforts in particular I thought
really impressed me. Ryan Jennings;
I can’t say I’m surprised at his effort.
I’m just glad for a kid who works as

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUTTING OUT AN EXPLOSIVE EFFORT…After fouling on her first two attempts, Raider Carlaya Jones explodes with
a shove of 36’5.5” to seal first place in the team shot put event.

RAIDERS JONES, WENSON CAPTURE SHOT PUT TITLE

Raiders, Blue Devils Place 4-5
In Union County Girls Relays

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECORDING AN IMPRESSIVE VICTORY…Blue Devil freshman Jey Yengling at 112-lbs stretched a 3-2, second-period
advantage into an 8-2 decision over Chatham Cougar Patrick James.

Raider Carlaya Jones had a shove
of 36’5.5” and sophomore Kim
Wenson had a personal-record (PR)
push of 31’7” to win the team shot put
event with a total of 68’0.5” and to
help the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls place fourth with a total
of 27 in the Union County Indoor
Track Relays at Dunn Center in Elizabeth on January 7. The Westfield High
School girls finished fifth with a 24
total and Union captured the team
title with a total of 56.
After fouling on her first two attempts, Jones played it safe with her
shove of 36’5.5” so she could go all
out on her fourth attempt, which ended
in another foul.
“I needed to get a good mark because I fouled on my first two attempts,” commented Jones.
Wenson filled in for Erin Rossi,
who was unable to compete, and hit
her PR on the second attempt.
“Kim has been a standout kid for
our team. She always works hard.
She came out here and got a PR. I’m
excited about her first varsity meet
that she won a gold medal. Hopefully,
we can expect a lot of things out of
her,” Jones said of Wenson.
“Everyone helped me, like Mike

Alleman (who recently threw the shot
61’9”), Erin Rossi and Carlya,”
Wenson said.
“I sprained my wrist at Drew Invitational so I have been working off of
that. I haven’t thrown the shot since
Wednesday (January 2). We came in
here hoping that we would have a
chance to place but I had to do what I

had to do,” said Jones.
Raiders Emily Carow (880 yards),
Kim Shelus (440), Cassy Valdes
(1,200) and Brittney Veeck (mile)
finished second in the distance medley relay with a time of 13:54.1 and
Blue Devils Christina Obiajulu,
Rebecca Castaldo, Rose Driscoll and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING A PERSONAL RECORD…Raider sophomore Kim Wenson gets a
personal record in the shot put with a push of 31’7”.

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

CRANFORD

SPLIT LEVEL

$619,000

FANWOOD

OLD WORLD CHARM

$389,000

WESTFIELD

SPLIT-LEVEL

$559,000

SPLIT-LEVEL

$499,900

Meticulously maintained Split-level with 4 BRs and 2-1/2 Baths, all new windows,
master bedroom with family room which has skylights and recessed lighting. New
furnace, new hot water heater. Fenced in backyard. Total of 2 family rooms. Partially
finished basement. 1 car attached garage. (052111486)

This delightful Cape style home boasts classic old world charm combined with
tasteful upgrades and amenities. Set in a picturesque location of winding tree-lined
streets, yet just moments from shops, schools, recreation & NY transportation.
(052111298)

Clean, well cared for, home in great neighborhood. All floors refinished, New GAS
Well McLain furnace, newer W/H, and appliances. Original kitchen and baths.
Great basement rec room (052111706)

WESTFIELD

SCOTCH PLAINS

WESTFIELD

NEW CONSTRUCTION

$2,975,000

Elegant Homes presents a rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A
beautiful landscaped design 1/2 acre property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite
unparalled design, luxurious amenities & an enchanting setting combine to deliver
an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19 room Classic includes a Grande
master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in closets, spa like bath &
steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half
baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room with
wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/fireplace will all be
appointed with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom
designed ceilings. An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent
terrace will also include granite tops, pantry, and a butler’s pantry adjoining itself to
an elegant dining room. A finished basement will complete this classic with over
2,750 SF. (052001359)
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

BERWYCK CHASE COLONIAL

$739,800

Welcome to 4 Sassafras Court. This fabulous Colonial is located on a premium lot
on a cul-de-sac in the Berwyck Chase section of Scotch Plains. This home offers a
total of 4 bedrooms with a spacious master suite including a Jacuzzi and a sitting
room. There is a beautiful & spacious living room, dining room, and family room
with wood burning fireplace. The eat-in kitchen has French doors that back to the
very private fenced backyard with circular paver block patio. The community offers
a great swimming pool & tennis courts. Make this your home now. (052111612)

Charming Split built in 1955. Three bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths with a built-in garage that lets out
onto Belmar Terrace. The house has a family room on the ground level and a finished basement
with a recreation room, utility area, laundry area and an office. There is a large fenced in yard
with a deck off the dining room. (052111562)

weichert.com
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Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.
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D. Blair Corbin’
Corbin’ss
Blue Devils

Raiders

Walk Down Memory L
ane
Lane

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE GLORY OF VICTORY…Raider heavyweight Joe Blaes throws his arms up
in joy after recording a fall over Viking Spencer Williams.

Viking Matmen Burn Raiders
Via Criteria 7 Decision, 34-33
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Dan Gore dropped a 2-0, overtime
decision to Joe Malloy at 140-lbs but
Mike Ferrara tied the team score, 3-3,
with a 6-2 decision over Tyler Herka.
At 152-lbs, Raider Mike Ridge scored
a takedown and a two-point nearfall
late in the second period to grab a 5-4
decision over Mike Egan and Trevor
Cannon punished Jay Ratowski with
power halves and a three-quarter
nelson to eventually record a fall in
5:24 to give the Raiders a 12-3 lead.

Cougars Win Bout,
Top Blue Devils
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

hard as he does that he had some
success. He outworks his opponent,
keeps on coming, keeps on coming
and he’s relentless on top, plain and
simple,” said coach Kurz. “The other
real gutsy one was Jay Yengling. He’s
started to show us that he wants to be
a wrestler. I saw intensity in him that
I have not seen. It took him a little
while to have confidence until he
realized ‘hey, I can go with this kid.’
He needs to learn that intensity every
time he puts his foot on the line.”
WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
135: — Panarese (W) p Murphy, 1:02
140: — Jennings (W) d Egan, 9-7 OT
145: — Tomasso (W) won forfeit
152: — Castrorao (W) d Furbish, 3-1
160: — Fricke (C) p Workman, 1:26
171: — Matt Chase (C) won forfeit
189: — Ben Reibman (C) won forfeit
215: — Brendan Ward (C) won forfeit
Hwt: — Jeff Frike (C) won forfeit
103: — Jack Fields (C) won forfeit
112: — Yengling (W) d James, 8-2
119: — Alex Cameron (C) won forfeit
125: — Barber (W) p Rosenbloom, 1:30
130: — Barnes (W) p Traver, 1:09

“Cannon does his job. He’s tough
on top. He gets the points when we
need them,” Scholz said.
The Vikings won the next three bouts
by fall before Blaes stopped the streak
with his pin over Williams. After the
Vikings won by decision at 103-lbs,
Raider Shane Squire settled Matt Ezzi
with an under-half nelson in 44 seconds at 112-lbs. Raider Tristan Bundy
recorded two takedowns, an escape
and a nearfall to take an 8-0 lead in the
119-lb bout but Paul Diviantonio
avoided losing by majority decision
when he got a third-period reversal to
make the score 8-2.
Jawan Gaines gave the Raiders a
33-24 lead when he clamped Jake
Smith in a cradle in 1:06 at 125-lbs.
“When Jawan’s head is screwed on
tight, he does a great job. You see his
athleticism out there. He knows how
to chain wrestle from one move to
another,” said Scholz.
The Vikings took a 3-1 decision at
130-lbs then McNeil set the stage for
the Criteria 7 decision with his 51second fall at 135-lbs.
WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
140: — Molloy (P) d Gore, 2-0 3 OT
145: — Ferrara (S) d Herka, 6-2
152: — Ridge (S) d Egan, 5-4
160: — Cannon (S) p Kakoski, 5:24
171: — Eugene Fowler (P) p Rob Desiato,
1:42
189: — Yuri Mayofski (P) p Joe
Sebalao5:33
215: — Anthony Corigliano (P) p Brian
Laspe, 1:57
Hwt: — Blaes (S) p Williams, 5:05
103: — Zach Adamczyk (P) d Nowell
Whitehouse, 5-2
112: — Squire (S) p Ezzi, 0:44
119: — Bundy (S) d Diviantonio, 8-2
125: — Gaines (S) p Smith, 1:06
130: — Jason Morales (P) d Wes
Morrison, 3-1
135: — McNeil (P) p Troy Sax, :51

From the files of The Leader/Times
January 3, 1998: The Westfield
High School boys basketball team
lost a disappointing game to an undefeated Scotch Plains-Fanwood squad,
63-43, in Westfield. The Blue Devils
had difficulties containing the Raider
scoring threats, especially senior
Donald Patterson who netted 29
points. Seniors Rob McCullam and
Maurice Boatwright led the Blue
Devils with 14 points each. Junior
Ben Martinez sank 15 points and senior Jeff Feighner put in 12 points for
the Raiders.
January 3, 1998: The Westfield
High School girls basketball team,
down four points at the beginning of
the fourth quarter, had to battle back
to overcome the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School girls’ second
half surge to pull out a 24-22 kneeknocker in Scotch Plains. The steady
hand of junior Liz McKeon made the
final difference. Senior Vicky Nusse
started hitting the mark and scored
six points to help the tie the score, 2222, with less than a minute remain-

ing. As the clock ticked to 18 seconds
left, McKeon drew a foul. The pressure was on; however, McKeon coolly
sank the first shot, then the second.
January 5, 1999: A classic sting
occurred in Westfield when the Blue
Devil girls basketball team came from
behind to pull off a 27-26 victory over
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls. Blue
Devil senior Liz McKeon sank two
foul shots with :09 remaining to conclude the scoring.
January 13, 1999: “Welcome to
the Jungle” was the tune played as the
Cougar wrestlers stormed onto the
mats to warm up prior to their match
with the tough Scotch PlainsFanwood High School team in
Cranford. The roar of the crowd was
deafening as the outcome of the match
was not decided until heavyweight
Jim Feeley showed Vinnie Munoz the
lights to give the Raiders a 40-30
victory. Tony Melendez scored a 142, majority decision over Bob
Verhoeven at 130-lbs and freshman
Lucas Francavilla stacked Cougar Pat
Daly in the third period at 103-lbs.

Union Farmers Plow Over
Blue Devil Hoop Boys, 47-37
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

better speed and not waiting for what
the other team is doing, then we’re
going to start putting points on the
board and not be the team that’s in the
losing box in the first quarter,” said
DiIorio. “We wanted to be a little

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

INTENSITY AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 4x880…Blue Devil Cat Cognetti, W, and Raider Cassy Valdes, along with the
rest of the girls show their intensity at the start of the 4x880 relay.

Stevens-Haas Sets WHS Record in Pole Vault
The Westfield High School girls winter track team competed in the
Indian Hills Invitational in New York on January 4. Claire Stevens-Haas
established a new school record in the pole vault, in her first competitive
opportunity in the event this season. Claire cleared 8' 6", which broke the
previous record of 7' and qualified to compete in the state sectionals later
this month.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2006
Office 908-233-5555 Ext. 169 Direct Line 908-301-2015
www.hye-youngchoi.net hye-young@att.net

Westfield . . . Magnificent Stone Creek custom 12 RM, 6 BDRM, 7 ½ BTH, 6600 sq.ft.
colonial. Architectural integrity, detailed craftsmanship & prestigious location. Outstanding
amenities.-customized ceilings, exquisite millwork, old world arched drways, 2 story foyer w/
motorized chand. Lift, 4 frplcs, circular strcase, holiday sz DR, deluxe KIT, butler’s pantry w/
wet bar, 1st flr guest suite, Library, Master suite w/frplc, dress. Rm, & sitting rm. 1st & 2nd flr
game rms, 3 car garage, 4 zn HT & CAC. 148 x 200 property. $3,795,000. WSF0065

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING IN FOR A LAY-UP AGAINST THE FARMERS…Blue Devil junior
Chris Sheehan goes in for a lay-up. Sheehan scored nine points.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield . . . Spectacular builder’s own 5800 sq ft HM. Meticulous attention to quality
craftsmanship, extraordinary style & timeless elegance. 5 BRS, 4 Full & 2 half BTHS, deluxe
KIT, MBRM w/sitting RM w/wet bar, office, private patio & luxury BTH. Superior finishes,
5 FRPLC, accented ceil, banquet sz DR, Billiard RM, views of Watchung Mts , 7 ZN HT/
CAC, beaut terraced property (.58 ac.) and much more. $2,750,000 WSF0791

more physical, run a little more
smoothly and we all played hard in
the second quarter. We picked it up in
the second half, played even harder
than we did in the second quarter,
knew how to run it and turned it
around. That was pretty much the
difference in the game.”
After an offensively very modest
third quarter where the Farmers
outscored Westfield, 9-7, both teams
stepped up the pace in the final quarter. Lessner sank two buckets from
downtown. Sheehan and DiIorio hit
two points each and Gray hit one-oftwo from the stripe.
“They definitely gave us a lot of
trouble with their quickness, something that we have not seen in the past
few games,” said DiIorio.
“Defensively, they had two big
physical guys so we definitely needed
to be conscious of that. I think Manny
Mills, Pat Gray, Pat Sabatino and
Tony, all the guys who played low,
played real hard. It took us a little
while to get into it but, once we had
that mind set that we could be just as
physical, we started to get it going,”
said Lessner. “There is no question
that you should win the game when
you give up only 47 points, however
it’s tough when you score just 36
points.”
Union
Westfield

11 14
4 14

9 13
7 11

Raiders, Blue Devils Place 4-5
In Union County Girls Relays
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Shannon Murray finished fourth with
a time of 14:18.9.
Raiders Whitney Adams, Delia
McGhee, Alison Acevedo and Veeck
placed third in the sprint medley relay with a time of 4:46.9 and the Blue
Devils, anchored by Driscoll, finished
sixth at 4:54.2.
“Rose Driscoll ran a great double
on the 1,200 leg of the DMR and the
anchor leg of the sprint medley,” noted
Blue Devil Head Coach Jen Buccino.
Kent Place and Blue Devils Grace
Mackenzie, Claire Stevens-Haas,
Tessa Schaaf (9.25) and Katherine
Payne tied for third in the shuttle
hurdles with times of 38.4. The Raiders took fifth at 38.8. Cat Cognetti,
Schaaf, Melissa Shulman and Lisa
Nehring also gave the Blue Devils a
third place in the 4x880 with a time of
10:47.2. Schaaf also anchored the
4x440 team that finished fifth with a
time of 4:38.
“Schaaf really came through in all
three of her events,” coach Buccino
said. “Tonight was the first time she
had to run an 800 and come back again
for a 400. She did so with solid perfor-

mances and did the hurdles as well.”
Blue Devils Christa Ricci and
Obiajulu both cleared 4’8” to place
third in the team high jump with a
height of 9’4”. Both have PRs of five
feet in the event. The Raiders placed
sixth in the 4x220 with a time of 2:02.9.
TOP 6 TEAM TOTALS:
1. Union 56, 2. Summit 48, 3. Johnson
30, 4. Scotch Plains-Fanwood 27, 5.
Westfield 24, 6. Kent Place 19
EVENT WINNERS:
Shuttle Hurdles: Union 35.3
Distance Medley: Summit 13:44.4
880-Relay: Union 1:54.3
Two-Mile: Summit 10:40.6
Sprint Medley: Union 4:39.3
One-Mile: Union 4:25.9
Shot Put: Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 68’0.5”
High Jump: Johnson 9’6”

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
Westfield/Union Basketball
Westfield/Elizabeth Basketball
SPF/Par Hills Wrestling
UCT Girls Track Relays
Westfield/Chatham Wrestling

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES

W
Westfield . . . New quality 4000 sq. ft., ready to move-in. Spacious RMS, LR, FDR, FR, mud
rm. Deluxe KIT w/ custom cherry cabs, cream Bordeaux granite, sep. break rm. All 5 BRS on
2nd Flr, 3 ½ luxury BTHS w/ imported marble. MBR w/10ft.tray ceil, whr’pl BTH. Hwflrs,#1
red oak throughout, frt & Bk staircs, blue stn patio, carriage house 2 CGR, charm covered frt &
Bk porch. 268 deep prop.
$1,395,000 WSF0091

Westfield . . . Buontempo Homes presents this luxury colonial w/11 RMS, 5 BR, 5 1/2 BTH in
the Indian Forest area. This home offers approx 7400 sq.ft. inc finished lower level. Noteworthy
features: MBR suire w/2 frplc, 2 story Great Rm with access to expansive deck & French drs
to Sunroom. Deluxe 20ft. KIT, butler’s pantry. Living & Dining Rm w/accented ceilings,
Library, guest suite, 3 CAR GRGE. $2,395,000 WSF0905

SOLD

TAMMIE HENDERSON
Sales Asso
Associate

T

he Westﬁeld
eld Oﬃce of Prudential New Jersey Prop
Properties is delighted
to welcome
ome top-notch professional Tammie Henderson.
Hende

Ta m m i e i s a n e x p e r i e n c e d a g e n t specializing
specia
in the Union
County area.
a. She is also a member of the Garden State M
Multiple Listing
Service (GSMLS),
MLS), New Jersey Association of REALT
REALTORS® (NJAR)
and the National
ional Association of REALTORS® (NAR). Tammie is also
an Accredited
ed Buyer Representative (ABR) and a Notary Public,
providing an extra
xtra service as her clients’ advocate an
and ﬁduciary in the
purchase of property.
rty.
Tammie is a resident of Cranford
Cranford, an ac
active member of the Cranford
Newcomers’ Club, the Cranford Parent-Teachers Association and
the Cranford Soccer Club. If you are interested in buying or selling a
home, call her today and put her experience to work for you.

Westfield . . . Spectacular 6 BR, 4 full & 2 half bath colonial on prestigious cul-de-sac in
Wychwood. Designed by Barbara Vincensen, this home exhibits quality design & architectural
integrity. Noteworthy features: beautiful moldings, columned entrances, 3 frplc, deluxe kitchen
w/hand milled cabinets, quality appliances,& French doors to exceptional summer screened
porch w/barrel ceil & eyebrow transom wndw. 1st fl guest suite, banquet sz DR, FR w/Pella
Palladian wndws,. Wlk-out bsmt w/GrtRm, Exercise Rm, Pwdr Rm, PlyRm. Radio RA Lutron
lght sys, 3 zn AC/HT & much More!
$1,998,000 WSF0115

Mountainside . . . Private setting, 1.77 acres w/ guest cottage. Victorian w/ 4/5 BR, 3 1/2
BTH. Spacious rooms w/antique charm and ambiance. Elegant foyer opens to LR with floor
to ceiling wndw & frplc, Family RM w/frplc, new sunroom, holiday size Dining Rm and
new gourmet kitchen & powder RM. New master suite w/large MBTH. High ceilings, deep
accent moldings, tall windows, central air, 2 tiered DK w/hot tub, new porte cochere, circular
drive.
$1,350,000 WSF0041

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

47
36

Prudential

New Jersey
Properties

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 908.232.5664

+KNPDRAJQA4AOP4AOPłAH@ +'
www.PruNewJersey.com
is a service trademark of The Prudential Insurance Company of America. Equal Hous
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Westfield ‘Y’ A Boys Defeat
Summit Swim Boys, 111-97

THIRD IN GYMNASTICS…Gymnasts from Surgent’s Elite Gymnastics recently took several top honors in the Lehigh Valley Sports Academy Men’s
Invitational meet on December 8. Pictured, left to right, are: Zachary Evans, Jack
McKinley, Chris Wirkus (an alumni), Nicco Pecorelli, Jacob Pecorelli, David
Eurell and team coach Amiel Rivera.

Local Gymnastic Team Places
Third at Pennsylvania Invt’l
GARWOOD – Boy gymnasts from
Surgent’s Elite Gymnastics recently
took several top honors in the Lehigh
Valley Sports Academy Men’s Invitational meet on December 8. The
Level 6 team, coached by Amiel
Rivera, captured top spots, including
all-round individual by David Eurell
in the (age 8-9) class. Nicco Pecorrelli
(8-9) took fifth all-around.
Zachary Evans (age 11 class),

Mtside’s King Named
Football All-America
EWING – The College’s New
Jersey’s senior defensive tackle, Joe
King (Mountainside/Governor
Livingston) has been placed on the
Division 3 All-America Second Team.
King was named D3football.com
2007 East Region Defensive Player
of the Year as well as a First Team AllEast Region player.
King recorded 28 tackles for loss
and 15 sacks, while breaking up seven
passes for the Lions, who held opponents to 70.5 rushing yards per game.
He was also named the 2007 NJAC
Defensive Player of the Year.
On his career, King racked up 148
career tackles with 56.5 tackles for a
loss (-337 yards), while adding 34.5
sacks (-269 yards), with 14 pass break
ups, four blocks and four fumbles in
39 games played. As of November 27,
he was ranked fifth in Division III in
sacks per game (1.3), while ranking
third as well in tackles for a loss (2.3).
PUBLIC NOTICE

placed ninth all-around with a fourth
in vault, sixth in floor, eighth in pommel horse and ninth in rings. Jack
McKinley (age 10) was the 14th allaround and Jacob Pecorrelli (age 10),
was 17th all-around.
Eurell also took first in high bar
and pommel horse, third in floor and
rings, fourth on parallel bars and fifth
in vault. Nicco Pecorelli placed second on pommel horse and vault, fifth
on rings and parallel bars and sixth in
high bar.
The team, based on the final scores
of the gymnasts, finished in third
place overall. Over 24 teams traveled
as from as far away as northern Virginia to compete in the invitational.
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PROCESS
BY PUBLICATION
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY
In the District Court
Red Hill Farm LLC v Edwin Gonzalez
07-CVD-01216 to Edwin Gonzalez:
Take notice that a pleading seeking relief against you has been filed in the
aboveentitled action. The nature of the
relief being sought is as follows: Recovery
of earnest money/breach of contract.
You are required to make defense to
such pleading not later than February 5,
2008 and upon your failure to do so the
party seeking service against you will apply to the court for the relief sought.
This, the 27th day of December, 2007.
Daniel Meier, Attorney for Plaintiff, 6409
Fayetteville Road, Ste. 120-304, Durham,
North Carolina 27713.
4 T - 12/27/07, 1/3/08, 1/10/08
& 1/17/08, The Leader
Fee: $79.56

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 08-01-01
BE IT RESOLVED the following meetings of the Mayor and Council will be held during
Year 2008 at 7:30 P.M. at Borough Hall, Mayor and Council Chambers, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey
AGENDA MEETINGS

REGULAR MEETINGS

*
*

January 8
February 12
March 11
April 8
May 13
June 10
July 8
August 12
September 9
October 14
November 11
December 9

*

*

January 2
February 4
March 4
April 1
May 6
June 2
July 1
August 5
September 2
October 7
November 3
December 2

The Agenda and Regular Meetings will be held on Tuesdays except for those dates
marked with an “*” above.
Official action may be taken at either the Agenda or the Regular Meetings of the Mayor
and Council.
This is to certify that the above is a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the
Mayor and Council on January 1, 2008
Eleanor McGovern, Borough Clerk
1 T - 1/10/08, The Times
Fee: $47.94



The Westfield Area Y Devilfish
boys A swim team stung the Summit Area Y Seals, 111-97, on December 1.
100IM: (9-10) Ryan Daniel took
first and (11-12) Max Shin took second. 200IM: (13-14) Michael Rizzo
and Daniel Pesin placed 1-3 and
(15+) Larry Zhang and Mike Oster
touched 1-3.
50-free: (8U) Nicholas Youssef and
Matthew Barmakian placed 2-3. 100free: (9-10) Jack Rose and Griff Morgan placed 1-3 and (11-12) Matthew
Daniel, Anthony Gurrieri and Luke
McGrory touched 1-2-3. 200-free:
(13-14) Jonathan Drori took first and
(15+) Matt Meserole and Max Blum
took 1-2.
25-breast: (8U) Colin Daniel and
Jack Naughton touched 1-2. 50breast: (9-10) Andre Benz took third
and (11-12) Stephen Husch and
Aidan Donadio placed 2-3. 100breast: (13-14) Jonathan Drori took
first and (15+) Matt Morgan and
Brian Pesin placed 2-3.
25-back: (8U) Matthew Barmakian,
Noah Bram and Aedan Collins swept.
50-back: (9-10) Jack Rose won and
(11-12) Luke McGrory and Max Shin
took 2-3. 100-back: (13-14) Ryan
Hobson took third and (15+) Matt
Meserole and Mike Oster placed 1-3.
25-fly: (8U) Colin Daniel and Jack
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on January 23, 2008, at 7:30 P.M. in the lower level
meeting room of the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 N. Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at 167 Pleasant Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 24, Lot
9, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Joseph DeRose and Jose
Neves.
The applicant proposes to subdivide one
lot into two lots (front to back), retaining the
existing house at 167 Pleasant Avenue
and constructing a new house on Montrose
Avenue. The following bulk variances are
required:
VARIANCE FOR NEW CONDITION
Lot area – 6,992 square feet is proposed for the existing house on Pleasant
Avenue; 7,500 square feet is required.
(The lot area for the new lot on Montrose
Avenue will contain 7,551 square feet and
conform).
VARIANCES FOR EXISTING CONDITIONS
Lot width – 69.92 feet exists for both the
existing and proposed lot; 75 feet is required.
Side yard – 8.12 feet exists for the
existing house; 9.12 feet is required.
Both side yards – 17.29 feet exists for
the existing house; 23.1 feet is required.
Average front setback – 30.30 feet
exists for the existing house; 30.36 feet is
required.
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours (8 AM to 4 PM,
Monday – Friday) from the Secretary of
the Planning Board at the Administration
Office of the Borough of Fanwood at 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.
Applicants:
Joseph DeRose & Jose Neves
Attorney for Applicant:
Robert H. Kraus, Esq.
Schiller & Pittenger
1771 Front Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
1 T - 1/10/08, The Times
Fee: $53.04
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Naughton touched 1-2. 50-fly: (9-10)
Ryan Daniel won and (11-12) Matthew Daniel and Anthony Gurrieri
placed 1-3. 100-fly: (13-14) Michael
Rizzo won. 200-fly: (15+) Matt Morgan and Max Blum took 2-3.
100-medley relay: (8U) Barmakian,
Daniel, Youssef and Morgan won.
200-MR: (9-10) Conlon, Benz, Daniel
and Rose; (11-12) Shin, Husch, Daniel
and Gurrieri and 200MR “A” (15+)
Meserole, Pesin, Blutfield and Oster
won. 200MR “B” (15+) Kosenick,
Morgan, Zhang and Blum took third.
Matt Meserole swam a YMCA
National qualifying time in the 100backstroke.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
BOARD OF HEALTH
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 08-01-01
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Board of Health of the Borough of Fanwood
on January 3, 2008. Copies of this ordinance can be obtained without cost at the
Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey between
the hours of 8AM and 4PM Monday through
Friday.
The purpose of this ordinance is:
“AN ORDINANCE TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF INFECTIOUS AGENTS, ELIMINATE INFESTATION BY
ARTHROPODS AND REMOVE CONTAMINANTS IN
PLACES FREQUENTED BY
THE GENERAL PUBLIC IN
THE
BOROUGH
OF
FANWOOD, COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY”
Public hearing and adoption of this ordinance will be held on February 7, 2008.
Colleen M. Huehn
Secretary
Board of Health
1 T- 1/10/08, The Times
Fee: $27.54

BIG SKATE-A-THON…The Westfield High School Blue Devil Ice Hockey Team
will hold its annual Skate-A-Thon on January 19 at Union Sports Arena from 6:20
to 8:20 pm. The event will be kicked off with the team lap skating to raise funds
for the team, which is partially self-supported. All ages are invited for recreational
skating and games.

WHS Ice Hockey to Hold
Annual Big Skate-A-Thon
WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School Ice Hockey team will hold its
annual Skate-A-Thon on Saturday,
January 19, at Union Sports Arena in
Union from 6:20 to 8:20 p.m. Share
the excitement of this family-friendly
event by skating on the ice with the
Westfield Blue Devils Ice Hockey
team.
This event has become a favorite
among families in the community
and doubles as a fundraiser for the
hockey team, which is partially selfsupported. Games for all ages are
included in the $6 admission fee.
Skate rentals are available for an ad-

ditional fee. The snack bar will be
serving and team merchandise will
be available for sale. Bring your helmets, skates and sticks (not required).
Shoot on the team goalies, skate a
timed sprint, time your shots, and try
your stick handling skills on a marked
course, or just skate laps with the
varsity and junior varsity teams.
Directions to Union Sports Arena
from Westfield: Take Route 22 East
and take the turn-around from the left
lane just past Hooters on your left –
get in the right lane and turn right just
before the Pizza Hut – the Union
Sports Arena is behind the Pizza Hut.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

Builders Open House
Sat. Jan. 19 & Sun. Jan. 20
Call For Appointment

Westfield Gem
156 Lincoln Rd. CH Colonial- 4Beds, 3.5
Baths. Over 4,000 sq. ft of living space.
Top of the line fixtures, appliances, stone and
marble, oak flooring, Plain & Fancy kitchen
cabinetry. Old World Charm with today’s
most desired amenities.

$1,995,000.00 • 908-414-1208

7KLVH[FHSWLRQDO:HVWILHOGUHVLGHQFHFXVWRPEXLOWLQFRPELQHV

D VSOHQGLG PL[ RI FRPIRUW DQG HOHJDQFH DQG KDV EHHQ IXUWKHU HQKDQFHG
DQG XSGDWHG E\ WKH SUHVHQW RZQHUV  7KH H[WHULRU LV VWXQQLQJ  DQG WKH
DPHQLWLHVWKLVEHDXWLIXOKRPHRIIHUVDUHHQGOHVV«YHU\VSDFLRXVURRPVZLWK
KLJK FHLOLQJV FURZQ PROGLQJ H[SDQVLYH ZLQGRZV DQG JOHDPLQJ ZRRG
IORRUV7KHGpFRULVPRVWDSSHDOLQJDQGWKHFRQGLWLRQLPSHFFDEOH7KHUHLV
D KRPH WKHDWHU DQG D EHDXWLIXOO\ ILQLVKHG EDVHPHQW ZLWK  UHFUHDWLRQURRP
H[HUFLVHURRPZLQHFHOODUDQGVRPXFKPRUH:LWKIORRUVRIOLYLQJVSDFH
WKLV  EHGURRP  IXOO EDWK  KDOI EDWK KRPH LV WKH SHUIHFW FKRLFH IRU
FDVXDO IDPLO\ OLYLQJ  DV ZHOO DV JUDFLRXV HQWHUWDLQLQJ  6LWXDWHG RQ D TXLHW
FXOGHVDF WKH ORFDWLRQ LV SHUIHFW«VR FORVH WR WKH OLEUDU\ GRZQWRZQ
:HVWILHOG·V ILQH VKRSSLQJ VXSHUE VFKRROV DQG FRPPXWHU WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ


2IIHUHGDW
For additional information or a private tour, please call:

For additional information or a private tour, please call:

&DURO7HQHU

&DURO7HQHU

NJAR Circle of Excellence—2006 Gold Award

&DOO'LUHFW  

NJAR Circle of Excellence—2006 Gold Award

&DOO'LUHFW  

600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 233-0065

600 North Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090
Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Recent Home Sales
www.PruNewJersey.com

Scotch Plains Scotch Plains

Westfield

Cranford

Freshly painted Classic
Colonial has living
room with fireplace,
formal dining room
and 3 bedrooms.
Close to town and NYC
transportation.

Old world charm!
Enjoy the personality
of this elegant 4
bedroom, 2.1 bath
Tudor on 80x200
property. Close to
town and NYC
transportation.

Exquisite 4 bedroom,
2.2 bath Colonial on
picturesque .92 acre
property! Perfect home
for entertaining,
inground pool, cabana
with kitchen and full
bath.

2004 Colonial features
4 bedrooms and 2.1
baths, beautiful great
room with corner
fireplace, wonderful
kitchen, open floor
plan. Evergreen
School area.

Priced at
$579,900

Priced at
$749,000

Priced at
$999,000

Priced at
$669,900

resale

new homes

WESTFIELD OFFICE

fine homes

908.232.5664

relocation

mortgage

title

215 North Avenue West

insurance

Westfield, NJ 07090

M O R T G A G E P R E - A P P R O V E D - H o w m u c h h o u s e c a n y o u a f f o r d ? - C A L L N O W F O R D E TA I L S 8 7 7 . 7 6 2 . 6 5 7 2
2008, An independently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

is a service mark of The Prudential Insurance Company of America. Equal Housing Opportunity.

REALTOR ®

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Redefining Real Estate
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005

731 HARDING STREET, WESTFIELD
New Colonial nestled on park like property on a quiet Westfield cul-de-sac. This fine
home offers endless upgrades including a gourmet eat-in Kitchen with center island,
Wet bar/Butler pantry, extensive moldings, hardwood floors, 4 Bedrooms, 3.5
bathrooms, first floor Family Room, laundry, 2-car garage and more!

Offered for $1,249,000

4 BURGESS COURT, WESTFIELD
New stately Colonial built in 2005 boasts 5 Bedrooms and 5.5 baths on a quiet
Westfield cul-de-sac. This fine home boasts endless upgrades including a cherry
Kitchen with center island, hardwood floors accented by walnut inlay, first floor
Office, Second floor laundry, finished basement with Recreation Room, Playroom,
wet bar and wine cellar.
Offered for $1,850,000

Wilbert T. Green, Jr. to Elvin R.
and Ruby D. Jackson, 350 Jackson
Avenue, $325,000.
Jeffrey and Patricia Greenberg to
Karine Eramile, 108 Donato Circle,
$400,000.
Christopher A. and Kimberly A.
Daunno to Kevin and Heather Filipski,
1985 Mary Beth Court, $745,000.
Matthew Chyra and Hedy Peng to
Harvetta Nero, 502 Donato Circle,
$435,000.
Joseph J. Shu and Yan Wang to
Omar Abdi and Ester Abukar, 73 Clydesdale Road, $705,000.
Estate of Albert G. Karpovich to
Jorge Quijano, 1826 Lake Avenue,
$330,000.
Timothy and Mary Lou French to
Mark and Marianne Brooks, 1251
Rahway Avenue, $725,000.
223 Katherine Street, LLC to Jason
and Tracey Hoberman, 2150
Gallegher Avenue, $1,175,000.
Gregory J. and Elaine S. Divis to
amit and Ami Vasani, 5 Fields Lane,
$752,501.
Mark Love and Carrie L. Carnes to
Jason Nass, 11 Malanga Court,
$308,000.
Mitchell J. and Karen B. El Koury
to John P. and Maureen D. Maguire,
1050 Cooper Road, $780,000.
Annamae K. O’brien to Arthur C.
and Jenniefer B. Smith, 5 Aberdeen
Road, $585,000.
Andre and Kelly Lynn Poeschl to
Jonathan and Allison Kanarek, 2083
Princeton Avenue, $520,000.
Vivian Deland to Barbara K. Keller
and Jean Burgdorff, 1806 Mountain
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE OF MEETINGS OF THE
CONSTRUCTION
BOARD OF APPEALS
(IN COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN
PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT, CHAPTER
231, P.L. 1975)
NOTICE is hereby given by the Township of Scotch Plains of the following 2008
schedule of meetings of the Construction Board of Appeals to be held in the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey on the first
Wednesday of each month, at 7:30 p.m.,
unless otherwise indicated.

770 KIMBALL AVENUE, WESTFIELD
New Colonial offering 4400 square feet of living space borders the prestigious
Wychwood section of Westfield. This fine home boasts endless upgrades including a
cherry Kitchen with center island, hardwood floors accented by walnut inlay, first
floor Office, 5 Bedrooms, a Juliet balcony, Second floor laundry and 3-car garage.

Offered for $1,795,000

Edmond, 808 Grant Avenue,
$500,000.
Edward B. and Benai T. Dickinson
to Christopher and Cathryn Molen,
312 St. George Place, $706,000.
Barbara A. Holmes to Christopher
M. and Kristy A. Bassolino, 23 North
Wickom Drive, $555,000.
Mark and Melissa Provost to David
S. Handler and Erika Pone Handler,
13 Moss Avenue, $530,000.
Herman Gross, Raju and Lakshmi
Kanumuri, 261 Seneca Place,
$418,000.
John C. Froelich and Santina M.
Bombaci to Jeffrey P. and Elaine T.
Heintz, 564 Sherwood Parkway,
$831,000.
MJN Holdings, LLC to JLSX Realty Corp., 552 Westfield Avenue,
$900,000.
Elizabeth J. Smith to Karina Hardy,
124 Windsor Avenue, $230,000.
Ronald Cohen and Luz Adriana
Alzate to Robin and Cheryl
Kelesoglu, 731 Scotch Plains Avenue,
$1,050,000.
Dennis and Donna Bissell to
Salvatore A. and Mery L. Carollo,
120 Hardwick Avenue, $509,900.
Joseph W. and Marilyn F. Vidovich
to John P. and Catherine S. Pianelli,
1002 Boulevard, $654,000.
Neil and Sharon Kamler to Jean
Genievich, 45 Faulkner Drive,
$600,000.
Eric W. and Maria L. Gerckens and
Ronald and Cynthia Gerckens to Neal
and Julia E. Sharma, 12 Mohawk
Trail, $515,000.
Michael J. and Gehane Triarsi to
John C. and Amanda C. Denoble, 126
Wyoming Street, $446,000.

Scotch Plains Home Sales:

H O M E C A P I TA L N E T W O R K , L i c e n s e d M o r t g a g e B r o k e r - N J D e p a r t m e n t o f B a n k i n g a n d I n s u r a n c e
c

WESTFIELD:
Theodore and Laura L. Mandeville,
III to Marc S. and Sarra S. Herzog,
325 Chestnut Street, $615,000.
Joanne V. Larosa to Wendy
Pickthall and Darren Whitehall, 139
Euclid Avenue, North, $1,700,000.
Christopher M. Farella and Lucille
Weston to Michael De Simone and
Lisa Brown, 418-B Rahway Avenue,
$460,000.
Wendy Pickthall and Darren
Whitehall to John Ramonas and
Brenda Bennett, 723 Castleman
Drive, $655,000.
Andrew S. and Mindy B. Cozewith
to Jason Zuckerman and Elise Perkul,
705 St. Marks Avenue, $730,000.
Westfield Associates, LLC to East
Coast Duncan Hill, LLC, 1000 Central Avenue, $28,370,636.
Adam and Betsy Friedman to Eric
and Tammie Elfstrum, 62 Mohawk
Trail, $922,500.
Primavera Parkview, LLC to Jamie
and Melissa Halegoua, 382 Orenda
Circle, $1,700,000.
Rosegate Associates, LLC to Ari
and Juliet Lehavi, 36 Scudder Road,
$1,425,000.
Ruby Jones to Marcus Moliteus
and Jason Johnson, 649 Cumberland
Street, $390,000.
John E. and Rita L. Dickson, III to
Alan Dixler and Christine Tanella,
762 Hyslip Avenue, $877,500.
Yossi Arbitsman to Dominick and
Wendy Rotella, 923 Summit Avenue,
$1,200,000.
D. Villane Construction, LLC to
Bradford A. and Amanda Como, 292
Seneca Place, $999,900.
Dennis Rodriguez to Marie

225 BENSON PLACE, WESTFIELD
Custom built in 2005, this four bedroom colonial home boasts extensive moldings and
quality craftsmanship throughout. Among the endless upgrades is a gourmet Eat-in
Kitchen with center island & granite counters, family room with gas fireplace,
hardwood floors, central vac, second floor laundry, fenced year and wired for plasma
tv and surround sound.
Offered for $1,395,000

Wednesday, January 16th – 8:00 a.m.
February 6th
March 5th
April 2nd
May 7th
June 4th
July 2nd
August 6th
September 3rd
October 1st
November 5th
December 3rd
The above schedule allows the option of
calling a special meeting when necessary.
1 T - 1/10/08, The Times
Fee: $27.03

PUBLIC NOTICE

Avenue, $130,000.
Barbara K. Keller and Jean
Burgdorff, 1806 Mountain Avenue,
$260,000.
August J. and Bernice M.
Colendenski to Enrico and Carla
Pigna, 2215 Redwood Road,
$450,000.
Alfred and Leonor Sanchez to
Clara and Alexis A. Guerrero, 2420
Mountain Avenue, $448,000.
Sanjoy, LLC to Miguel Burnett
and Michelle Forgenie, 1127 Washington Avenue, $525,000.
PSRE Holdings, LLC to Richard
and Agnes Cristobal, 435 Willow
Avenue, $338,000.
Yvonne Davion to Hassan Jaroudi,
2301 Westfield Avenue, $440,000.
Paul DiFrancesco to Gina Addeo
and Michael P. Sullivan, 2114 Elizabeth Avenue, $330,000.
Margaret M. Wormley to Anthony
D’Amore, 1240 Cooper Road,
$1,200,000.
Heather Glen at Scotch Plains Urban Renewal, LLC to Kenneth
Goldman and Patricia Jacobs, 148
Briar Hill Drive, $672,000.
Frank Schoenig to Joy Ellen
Mounts, 411 Donato Circle,
$439,000.
Marian Heelan to Portia HoodMarshall, 19 Burnham Village,
$369,000.
Bruce H. and Gloria Yakre to Sean
T. Wessel, 7 Crestwood Common,
2219 North Avenue, $317,000.
Patricia M. Jacobs and Kenneth
M. Goldmann to Yakov Guzman and
Inna Shperkina, 3 Pitching Way,
$690,000.
Heather Glen at Scotch Plains Urban Renewal, LLC to Howard A. and
Bernetta Mintz, 329 Coldstream
Court, $668,000.
Brian Devitt to Ethan Oelschlager
and Stephanie Keat, 427 Grant Avenue, $315,000.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on January 3, 2008, the following
decisions of the Board were memorialized:
Approved, an Amended Resolution for
Antonio Rascionato, 1927 Route 22, West,
Block 1801, Lot 4 to delete Condition 1 in
the original Resolution requiring the Applicant to pay $40,000 for off-street parking.
Denied, a Use Variance for John
Angeleri for 1513 Gables Street, Block
101, Lot 10, to allow the construction of a
contractor’s storage facility.
Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment
1 T - 1/10/08, The Times
Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 1/29/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Drainage Restoration Contract, Region North 2008, Various Drainage Systems
on Various State Highways, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex,
Union and Warren Counties; 100% STATE; DP NO: 08404

118 WOODLAND AVENUE, WESTFIELD

616 MAYE STREET, WESTFIELD

New stately CHColonial on park like property in Wychwood. KHov Classics
designed and built this fine home with quality craftsmanship and endless upgrades.
Amenities include: a gourmet EIK w/island, 3 fireplaces, extensive moldings,
hardwood floors, wet bar, 5 BRs, 5 Baths, Family Room, 2nd flr laundry and walk out
lower level w/Media Room, Office & full bath.

New Victorian with stunning architecture by Forefront Designs & quality
craftsmanship throughout its 6 bedrooms and 4.5 bathrooms. The charm of
yesteryear is cleverly combined with all of today’s amenities & conveniences offering a
grand Entrance Foyer, gourmet Mouser Kitchen, adjacent Family Room with fireplace
& Master Bedroom Suite with luxurious spa bathroom.

Offered for $1,795,000

Offered for $1,499,000

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Coldwell Banker
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
908.301.2004 - Direct Line
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 1/10/08, 1/17/08 and 1/24/08, The Leader
Fee: $205.02

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Summit Church Hosts
Film On Iraq Crisis

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Education – Pages 17 & 19

SUMMIT – The film No End in
Sight: Iraq’s Descent into Chaos will
be shown at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
January 16, at the Unitarian Church in
Summit, located at 4 Waldron Avenue
(at Springfield Avenue). The showing
is free and open to the public.
The 2007 film received acclaim as
the first film to chronicle the reasons
behind Iraq’s guerilla war, warlord
rules, criminality and anarchy after
the current war began.
The New York Times rated the film
fifth on its top-10 list for 2007, describing it as “a devastating and dispassionate documentary of American folly and hubris in the early
months of the war in Iraq.”
Time Magazine ranked the movie
seventh in its top-10 films, saying
that it stands out for its comprehensive take on how present issues arose
and how to alleviate the problems
that exist.
The Moving Toward Peace Committee of the Unitarian Church welcomes all to attend. For more information, call (908) 277-3598.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com
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E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E
Open House: Sunday, Jan. 13 1-4pm • 235 Edgewood Avenue

LITTLE ANGELS…Prior to closing for the Christmas break, the children from
Willow Grove Pre-School in Scotch Plains held their annual Christmas program.
Each class performed holiday poems and songs for the families. Pictured are
members of the 4+ Class performing “The First Christmas,” including Angels
Lisa Ritter, Katherine Wistner, Julianne O’Brien and Noah Mathai; Jack Morel
as Joseph and Kate DeFouw as Mary. A Parent Pre-registration open house for
the preschool will be held on Tuesday, January 15. See release on page 8.

Cranford Implements
School Instant Alert System
CRANFORD – Cranford Public
School District Superintendent
Lawrence Feinsod announced that
the district has just implemented
the Honeywell Instant Alert System
for schools — a communication
system that will enable the district
to electronically contact thousands
of parents, faculty and community
members in under five minutes.
In the event of a closing or delayed opening, or an emergency at
one of the schools, the state-of-theart system can send out a message
to any listed contact via home phone,
work phone, cell phone, e-mail address or text message in a little
more than four minutes.
Mr. Feinsod said implementation
of the web-based system would
mean more parents could be notified at multiple sources by an electronic message from a centralized
source. “We can notify parents in
virtually whatever manner we like,”
he said.
The system costs nearly $11,000
per year over the course of a threeyear contract, but Mr. Feinsod said
the funding would not come from
the district’s budget.
Stephen Izzo, the district’s manager of grants and special programs,
won a grant from the New Jersey
Education Association and garnered
donations to cover the cost of the
alert system, the superintendent said.
“The expense will be covered by
Mr. Izzo’s efforts, not taxpayer dollars,” Mr. Feinsod said.
Mr. Izzo added, “Communicating via multiple devices will both
speed delivery and increase the likelihood messages will get through. It
will also eliminate the long-used
but time-tested phone tree, replac-

Thursday, January 10, 2008

ing it with a communication system
that’s likely to become the standard
for school systems.”

Westfield

$759,000

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

Tucked away on a nearly ½ acre in private yet convenient location in Franklin School district. Charming 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath
home built in 1902 and completely renovated in 1996. Highlights of renovation/addition include spacious Living Room with
wood burning fireplace, very large Dining Room, secluded office, convenient second floor laundry, and luxurious Master Bath,
Central Air Conditioning and Hardwood floors. One of its most wonderful amenities is a huge covered porch that is an
outdoor room for relaxing and entertaining in a park-like setting.

www.goleader.com

Open House: Sunday, Jan. 13 1-4pm • 827 Coolidge Street

Westfield
WELCOME ABOARD…The Woman’s Club of Westfield welcomed newly
installed member Jennifer Principato into the club at its December general
meeting held at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield. Shown in this photo, from left to
right, are: First Vice President Marion Mogensen, Ms. Principato and President
Dolores Geisow.

“HOME” FOR THE HOLIDAYS…Brunner students Dean Rash, Olivia Sorge
and Matthew Cieslinski display a tray of gingerbread cookies that they helped to
make for the children of Home First in Plainfield.

Patricia Jurpalis, Realtor Associate
908-447-2907, Direct Dial

$599,900

Cheerful Colonial offers hardwood floors, bay window, updated kitchen opening to family room addition, 1st
floor full bath/laundry room, 3 spacious bedrooms, renovated main bath w/whirlpool tub. Sliding glass
doors to back deck for access to deep yard. Terrific neighborhood in close proximity to town.

636 Central Avenue, Westfield

$389,000

Warm Colonial home w/vintage detail. Remodeled kitchen featuring large breakfast bar peninsula w/stainless
steel Dacor gas range. Three bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths w/newer full Bath with heated floor updated in circa
1930 style. Attic and basement for storage, two-car garage; 220 electric service. Convenient location to
downtown Westfield and train.

www.burgdorff.com/pat-jurpalis

...making sure your home is center
center stage!

336 Orenda Circle, Westfield

$2,150,000

Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano and Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage present a spectacular 4,500 square foot home
to be built on .89 acre private lot. This luxury home will feature 12 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths, and 3-car attached
garage. 1st. fl. guest suite, octagonal shaped library, large gourmet kitchen w/ separate breakfast room, butler’s pantry opens
to spacious great room. Master bedroom suite w/sitting room, walk-in closets, spa-like bath retreat w/steam shower, whirlpool
tub, tray ceiling. For more details contact Jayne Bernstein at 908-301-2006. Build to suit option also available.

Superb craftsmanship and exquisite designer touches enhance the allure of this newly constructed Colonial that just may be the home of your dreams! Offering an abundance of space
and flow that melds with today’s lifestyle the interior boasts 3” wide solid oak flooring, imported Italian tile and classic moldings. Bringing together the living room, dining room &
family room, the spectacular gourmet kitchen offers granite counters, cherry cabinetry and
Kitchen-aid stainless steel appliances. A private haven, the master suite pampers you with
two walk-in closets and a luxurious bath with whirlpool. There are three additional bedrooms all with excellent closet space; one even features a cathedral ceiling. Other highlights
include a second floor laundry room, Fios wiring in all rooms, a powder room in the basement, hand set natural Appalachian stone on the exterior and two zone forced air heat and
central air-conditioning. Embracing this home is a marvelous yard that borders a bird sanctuary, creating a park-like setting for you to enjoy.
Presented for $847,000.

260 Chelmsford Unit 17, Westfield

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

$629,000

This bright and sunny condo unit features freshly painted 2 bedrooms and 2 full baths. Enter through open foyer
to the eat-in kitchen or the living room w/ a fireplace. Master Bedroom suite w/full bath, dressing area and walkin closet. Separate area for washer and dryer. Convenient nearby elevator. Plenty of storage with 2 garages as well
as storage in common area! Walking distance to downtown Westfield, train station and top-rated schools.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • (908) 233-5555
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PHOTOGRAPHY

MATTRESS SET

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

Double sided pillow top,
new plastic w/warranty.
Queen $165 King $250
(732) 259-6690
FABULOUS

WESTFIELD FOR RENT 1-6 MO

TOWNHOUSE FOR SALE

HOUSE CONTENTS SALE

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDE

Window Treatments
Interior Designing
by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

Cheery, spacious, refreshed
Colonial Home. 3Bed, 1.5 bath.
Walk to Washington School, train,
town. Nicely furnished/equipped
or empty. Avail Jan 11. $125/day.
(908) 698-2630 Owner is lic agnt

SCOTCH PLAINS
Southwyck Village
Large Upgraded
2 Bedroom Unit with New Kitchen
Pool, Tennis & Club House
(732) 381-1172

Reliable, competent, trust worthy
male home health aide with great
references including doctors.
Please Call (908) 656-1602.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1-4

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE

House for Sale. Beautiful, elegant,
totally renovated colonial.
4 BDR, 2.5 bath. Professional
Kitchen. Sunroom. Clawfoot Tub.
780 Cranford Ave, Westfield.
(908) 803-0288

Friday 1/11 and Sun 1/13,
2-4pm. 42 Unami Terrace.
Move-in ready ranch on big
beautiful property. Immaculate
& carefree w/new systems,
siding
and
roof.
RE/MAX Properties
(908) 233-9292
scott@luxuryhomesnj.com

Live-in housekeeper needed, free
room, attached bathroom and
meals, salary. Saddle River, NJ
Call (201) 895-2519

807 Wallberg Ave, Westfield
Fri & Sat, 9am-4pm
Piano, corner cabinets, Victorian
oak furniture, sofa, big TV,
This End Up furniture, antiques,
HH & more! All in great condition!
BEDROOM SET

HB, dresser & mirror
and 2 nite stands.
Value $1000 sacrifice $475.
Call (732) 259-6690

GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPIES

AKC Golden Retriever Puppies,
Parents on Premises, Health
Guarantee, Delivery Available.
Beautiful Healthy Puppies.
Call Today: (570) 897-5350

PARTI POODLES !

CHILDCARE NEEDED

AKC TINY TOY PARTI POOS
NICE COLORS! $600 UP .
GREAT COMPANY
NICE TEMPERAMENT
CALL (732) 396-9116
RED, BRN & WHT.

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

Reading is Good For You

editor@goleader.com

goleader.com/subscribe

CLASSIFIEDS

HOUSE FOR SALE

Westfield - Golf Course View
4 bdrm, 3.5 bth. Huge lot.
Gem in Wychwood. $1.35m
(908) 264-9343

Elizabeth - 2 Bed 1 Bath Fully
renovated, 1st floor, Deck,
Backyard & Driveway. $1,200.00
Available immediately!
(973) 460-9346

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tel. (908) 232-4407 • editor@goleader.com

The Leader

The Times

New Subscriber
Renewal
One Year - $28
Two Years - $52
Three Years - $76
College - $20 (Sept. to May)
Name
Address
Zip

State
E-mail:

Phone #

Payment: (Cash, Check or Credit Card)
CC #

Exp. Date
Signature

Subscribe and renew online - goleader.com/subscribe

goleader.com

Westfield: 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath,
attached 2 car garage. Short walk
to Franklin & Roosevelt Schools
& town. 6mths-1yr + lease.
$3,500.00/mo, OBO
(908) 233-0125
NEW APARTMENT FOR RENT

VT SKI RENTAL
PUBLIC NOTICE

City

HOUSE FOR RENT

•

timesnj.com

"Reading is good for you."

WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY
550 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
(908) 789-4090, www.wmlnj.org
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING SCHEDULE- 2008
TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trustees of the Westfield Memorial Library will
meet in regular public meeting, at which
the public may attend and participate on
the following dates in 2008 in the Program
Room of the Westfield Memorial Library,
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey at 8:00 p.m., the said meeting
dates being the following Thursdays, unless otherwise noted.
January 31, 2008
February 28, 2008
March 27, 2008
April 24, 2008
May 22, 2008
June 26, 2008
September 25, 2008
October 23, 2008
November 20, 2008
December 18, 2008

Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday

The agenda for all of the said meetings
is not yet known. The aforementioned
notice has been prepared and will be
posted, mailed and filed in accordance
with the provisions of the Open Public
Meetings Act.
1 T - 01/10/08, The Leader Fee: $29.58

4 BR, 3FB townhouse overlooking Mt. Snow avail. MLK w/e,
Pres. wk, and other w/es.
Amenities incl. jacuzzi, indoor pool
and sauna. (908) 654-0102
HOUSING WANTED

1 bdrm / lrg studio apt / hse to rent
share apt/hs. Close to Wstfd.
S/W/M, 51 local empl “Snapshots”
East Broad St. Ref, no pets,
smoker. Needed ASAP. $600-700
a month rent. Call (862) 596-5688
if you have smthg, Brian.
NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.
Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.
5 years exp.
For each client you give me,
1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide
HOUSE CLEANING

14 years of experience.
Homes, Offices, Apartments
Free Estimates
Call Marilda (732) 672-1211

LOST MENS SIGNET RING

HELP WANTED

Lost men’s ring in the vicinity of
Holy Trinity Church on 12/24.
Sentimental value, reward for
return. Please call (908) 301-1805.

Front Desk Administrator - Full
time opportunity available for a
responsible, organized candidate
with at least 2 years experience in
a medical office setting. Must
possess exceptional patient
relation skills and the ability to
multitask. Travel between
Springfield and Westfield offices.
Fax Resume to Kathy D
at (973) 759-1507 or e-mail
kdemytrk@tcvcg.com

HOUSEKEEPER NEEDED

HR BENEFITS MANAGER

Westfield, NJ wealth management
firm seeks a hands-on,
independent thinking person to
coordinate and manage employee
benefits
and
insurance
arrangements. This multiresponsibility position would
include coordination of the
company’s payroll, medical, and
benefits plans with outside
providers, maintaining records
and implementing and enforcing
company personnel manuals, light
bill paying, review of invoices,
review of company insurance
programs, and oversight of cost
effectiveness.
The successful candidate will have
a minimum four year college
degree, knowledge of Excel,
Word,
Powerpoint,
and
Quickbooks, and a good
understanding of health insurance
programs. Please send resume to
kim@roundtableservices.com

Ski Trip Planned to
Hidden Valley Feb. 9
GARWOOD – The Recreation
Commission will holds its first annual ski trip to Hidden Valley located in Vernon on Saturday, February 9.
Tickets to this event will be on a
first come, first serve basis. This
trip is weather permitting and fees
will be refunded if the trip is cancelled.
The cost is $45 per person, which
includes the lift ticket, ski rentals
or snow board rental, and bus transportation.
The bus will leave from the Washington School in Garwood at 1
p.m. The bus is scheduled to return
at 9 p.m.
All Children must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. The
cost for a parent or guardian who
will not ski is $20 for transportation only.

HELP WANTED

“Something special is happening
here.” Grow with Prudential NJ
Properties! Hiring new/experienced agents! Excellent training!
(908) 232-5664 (Margie)
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RECREATION COMMISSION
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings
Act (Chapter 231, P.L. 1975) requires that
the Recreation Commission of the Township of Scotch Plains post and maintain
posted throughout the year, a schedule of
its regular meetings,
AND WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act (c. 231, P.L. 1975) also requires
that the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains post and maintain posted throughout the year, the schedule of caucus meetings,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS
HEREBY RESOLVED THAT, the Recreation Commission of the Township of
Scotch Plains, Union County, adopts the
schedule of regular and caucus meetings
listed below, pursuant to said act;
2008 REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE
RECREATION COMMISSION
8:00 P.M.
SCOTCH HILLS COUNTRY CLUB
820 Jerusalem Road
Scotch Plains, New Jersey
Jan. 21
Feb. 4
March 3
April 7
May 5
June 2

July 7
August 4
Sept. 15
Oct. 6
Nov. 3
Dec. 1

2008 CAUCUS MEETINGS OF THE
RECREATION COMMISSION
7:30 P.M. ROOM 202
MUNICIPAL BUILDING
430 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey
Jan. 7
Sept. 29
Feb. 19(Tuesday) Oct. 20
April 21
Nov. 17
May 19
Dec. 15
June 16
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT,
The Recreation Commission will prohibit
public attendance at any caucus meeting
when items enumerated in C:10:4-12 of
the Open Meetings Act (Chapter 231, P.L.
1975) are to be discussed.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, a
copy of the schedule of regular and caucus meetings will be posted in the officially-established bulletin board in the
Municipal Building Lobby, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.
ED ZAZZALI, CHAIRMAN
Scotch Plains Recreation Commission
1 T - 1/10/08, The Times
Fee: $50.49

NSTRUCTION
BOUSQUET CO
Co.

1-800-351-1964
Building & Remodeling
Property Management
Roofing & Siding
New Construction
Historical Restorations

Serving Westfield for 30 years

DECKS
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
BASEMENTS and
of course ADDITIONS
John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

TILE

Repair
•Bathroom Tile
•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes
•Small Jobs

732-381-6635

The Woodworks
Architectural Woodwork

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork
Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089 / Cell: 908-705-0653

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Designed & Installed by

Dudick & Son
Also cabinet refacing & counter replacement
40 North Avenue Garwood • Ph: 908-789-1790
Satisfying customers since 1946

Visit our website at www.dudickandson.com
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Education News

WHS’s Hi’s Eye
Wins Second Award
M I D D L E - S C H O O L
MELODIES…On the evening of December 18, middle-school students at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison held their annual holiday concert, which was led by music teachers
Matt LaPine and Jane Brown. The
concert featured a blend of traditional
songs and melodies celebrating winter.
Pictured at left, Catherine Badalamenti
of Scotch Plains, a member of the
school’s Eighth Grade Treble Choir,
sings “December Child.” She is the
daughter of Salvatore and Jean
Badalamenti of Scotch Plains. Above,
Michael Anastasiou of Scotch Plains,
sings “Holiday Lights” with his classmate, Alexandre Barbet of Plainfield,
in the Sixth Grade Choir. Michael also
played trombone in the Sixth Grade
Band. He is the son of Chuck and Nina
Anastasiou of Scotch Plains.

WESTFIELD – Hi’s Eye, the student-produced weekly newspaper at
Westfield High School, won first place
for 2006-2007 in the Garden State
Scholastic Press Association in the
division, which consists of schools of
1,500 or more students.
The association informed Westfield
High School of the distinction in December.
This is the second journalistic association award for the 20062007staff of Hi’s Eye, which won
first place in the Columbia Press Association a few months ago.
Individual awards included First
Place in Sports Writing, Jen
Danielsson and Robert Whitehead;
First Place in In-Depth Reporting,
Jessica Riegel; First Place in Opinion
Writing, Sarah Queller; and First
Place Editorial Writing, Beth

Program Highlights
15-Minute Child Break

WELCOME BACK!…On December 13, Matthew Forman of Scotch Plains, a
2007 graduate of The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, rolled up his sleeves
and grabbed a trombone to practice with current Upper School students for their
winter concert held on December 20. Matthew, who is studying at Dartmouth
College, is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Forman of Scotch Plains. He is pictured
with fellow 2007 graduate and Elon University freshman, Sydney Heiss, left, and
Devi Mody of Edison, who is currently a sophomore at Wardlaw-Hartridge.

Cranford UCC Offers
Job-Related Workshops
CRANFORD – The Cranford campus of Union County College (UCC)
will offer a number of workshops to
help jobseekers market themselves
better.
Among them, in “Make Your
Résumé Work for You,” those attending will discover the rationale behind
effective résumé writing.
Attendees will review the mechanics of writing résumés and cover letters that are clear and concise, while
helping them market themselves. Participants will gain tips to make their
résumés “scannable” for employers
who rely on computerized screening
and e-mailing.

SPF BOE Offers Kits
For Board Candidates
SCOTCH PLAINS – The deadline
for filing nominating petitions to run
for positions on the Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education is 4
p.m. on Monday, February 25, business administrator Anthony DelSordi
has announced. School elections will
be held Tuesday, April 15.
Prospective school-board candidates can obtain a “School Board
Candidate Kit” at the local schooldistrict office. Published by the New
Jersey School Boards Association,
the kit includes information about
legal qualifications for school-board
candidacy and the role of a school
board member. Information about the
New Jersey School Ethics Act, important dates in the school election
process and briefing sessions for
school-board candidates are also included in the kit.
“School-board membership is a
meaningful way to make a contribution to your community and its
schools,” said Patti J. Pawling, NJSBA
president. “I urge all qualified citizens to consider board-of-education
membership. Serving on your local
school board doesn’t require a degree
in education. The most important attribute a candidate can bring to office
is a sincere interest in the community,
its children and their education.”

Attendees will also become familiar with the do’s and dont’s of good
editing practices, layout and professional printing strategies. This course
is geared toward employment seekers of all backgrounds and educational levels.
The workshop costs $30 and will
be held at 1033 Springfield Avenue
on January 19 from 10 a.m. to noon.
The Cranford campus will also host
“Developing Confidence for the Job
Interview.”
Attendees will develop strategic
selling skills to help market themselves for employment.
They will learn how to prepare for
job interviews and the importance of
networking, handling “trick” questions, learning the types of questions
necessary to ask, negotiating salary,
body language, multiple interviews,
internal interviews and how to close
the interview to one’s advantage.
Some role-playing will be featured as
time permits.
This course also costs $30 and will
take place the following Saturday,
January 26, from 10 a.m. to noon. To
register, call (908) 709-7600.

SP Student Earns
Hispanic Recognition
SCOTCH PLAINS – As announced
by Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Principal David
Heisey, the College Board’s National
Hispanic Recognition Program has
recognized Dennis Ruiz, a member
of the senior class at SPFHS.
The National Hispanic Recognition Program, established in 1983, is
a College Board program that provides national recognition of the exceptional academic achievements of
Hispanic high-school seniors and
identifies them for postsecondary institutions.
Students enter the program by taking the Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test
(PSAT/NMSQT) as high-school juniors and by identifying themselves as
Hispanic.

UNION CATHOLIC SCHOLARS…Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains
announced that six students from the Class of 2008 received the title of Edward
J. Bloustein Distinguished Scholar. Distinguished Scholars are offered an annual
award of $1,000 to be used at a New Jersey university or college without regard
to financial need. Each year, more than 7,000 students statewide receive scholarships in recognition of their high level of academic achievement. Pictured, left to
right, are Bloustein scholars Michael DiPaola, Angela Sessa, Michael Mastrola,
Cynthia Ritter, Christopher Wytenus and Alexander Niziolek.

SCOTCH PLAINS – A free hourlong program titled “The 15-Minute
Child Break,” which focuses on the
importance of talking to children, will
be offered to the public on Monday,
January 14, at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. at
Forest Road Park Community Center
in Fanwood. Parking for the center is
accessed off Woodland Avenue at Forest Road in Fanwood.
This program is designed for parents of children of all ages, particularly elementary- and middle-school
students. Those attending can learn
ways to talk with children about drugs
and alcohol, especially when they are
young.
A 15-minute ‘break’ with a child
can lay the foundation for responsible choices in the pre-teen years,
adolescence and young adulthood.
For example, having just one meal
a day with a child decreases by twothirds the likelihood that a child will
try marijuana. Statistics show that
children who have meals with adults
at home are less likely to use drugs.
Other simple strategies, and their
proven effectiveness, will be included
in the presentation on January 14.
For questions or more information
on the program, contact Liz KnodelGordon at (908) 889-7498 or at
lknodel-gordon@spfk12.org.

Budnick.
“The hours of research, investigation, and just plain hard work that
the Hi’s Eye staff puts in each week
continues to inspire me as a teacher
and adviser,” Rosemary DiBattista
said.
“This accomplishment is well-deserved.”

Tullo Accepts Golden
Key Membership
WESTFIELD – Justin Tullo of
Westfield, a junior at Rowan University, has accepted membership in the
Golden Key International Honour Society and was honored during a recent induction ceremony at Rowan
University.
“It is only fitting that a top academic achiever like Justin be recognized by Golden Key,” said Alexander
Perwich II, Golden Key’s chief executive officer. “Our members are
inspired and motivated not only to
achieve exceptional academic accomplishments but also to make a positive impact on our world through the
society’s commitment to service.”
Golden Key International Honor
Society has more than 1.7-million
members and 350 chapters in the
United States, Australia, Canada,
Malaysia, New Zealand, South Africa and the United Arab Emirates.
For additional information, visit
the
society’s webpage
at
goldenkey.org.

Justin Tullo

Parkinson’s Disease and their
caregivers.
She also presents programs on art
and healing. She is currently providing art instruction at the Visual Arts
Center of New Jersey for children
and young adults with physiological
limitations and autism.
She has had her work featured in
Juxtapose Gallery in Westfield and in
the Westfield Artist Association members’ show, as well as having received
an artistic-achievement award from the
Millburn/Short Hills Chamber of Commerce for her watercolor painting.
This program provides in-home
arts-related respite to family
caregivers. More information about
Ms. Frank and her programs can be
found on her website at
seniormotivations.com.
The demonstration is free and open
to the public. For more information,
contact Paula Pearl at (908) 322-2590.

Summit Church Offers
A ‘Tour de France’
AREA – ETA3, a Juilliard-based
trio, will perform French music for
clarinet, piano and flute on Sunday,
January 13, at the Calvary Episcopal
Church, located at 31 Woodland Avenue in Summit, at 3 p.m. Composers
will include Debussy, Saint-Saens,
Faure and Ravel.
For more information, call (908)
277-1547 or view eta3.org.

Westfield Resident to Debut
Documentary in Manhattan
WESTFIELD – Gregory Principato
of Westfield will debut his 60-minute
documentary – Mr. Laughs, A Look
Behind The Curtain – at the Friars
Club in Manhattan on the evening of
Tuesday, January 15.
When asked what the film is about,
Mr. Principato said, “It’s really a love
story – about a man’s career as an
entertainer [and his love] for his wife
and family.”
The documentary, narrated by
Vincent D’Onfrio, is a story that takes
viewers through the life and journey
of actor-comedian Sal Richards.
Richards, a native of Brooklyn and
resident on Long Island and Florida,
has worked as an actor, singer and
comedian for more than 40 years.
Starting out his career in small bars
along Jericho Turnpike to headlining
in Vegas, Richards continued his
struggle to provide for his family, as
he faced tragic losses and overcame
numerous obstacles along the way.
Richards proves to be a warrior, as
he continues to entertain crowds

CONTINUED from Pg. 20

WESTFIELD SYMPHONY – NEW YEAR’S

“I Got Rhythm,” from George
Gershwin’s Crazy for You, opened
the second half of the two-hour New
Year’s Eve concert at Westfield High
School.
Ms. Bigelow, in a stunning red gown,
led the quartet in that number, which
utilized the brass section’s pizzazz.
Mr. Chandler mesmerized the audience with his “Embraceable You”
from the same Gershwin show. The
strings had their turn in the limelight
to soar sensually.
Other highlights of the night appeared in the show’s second half –
“You Gotta Get a Gimmick” from
Gypsy and the “Soliloquy” from Carousel.
The first was frivolously fun, with
the gal pals’ clowning. By the look on
his face, Maestro Wroe enjoyed the

brassy trumpets and the women’s fullout presentation.
The second number, Billy
Bigelow’s jewel of a story song, was
heartbreakingly poignant with Mr.
Chandler’s masterful delivery. He
received a well-deserved, spontaneous hug from the Maestro for his
performance.
“The last numbers are music of
hope, potential and rebirth,” Maestro
Wroe said concerning, “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas” and
“This is My Beloved” from Kismet.
For an encore, the orchestra and
vocal ensemble reprised the “Trolley
Song,” while the energetic conductor
encouraged the audience to clap in
time to the music.
It’s no wonder I keep hearing the
trolley car’s bells.

Community Players Present
Henley’s Crimes of The Heart

Sandra Frank Salvages
Watercolor Paintings
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
meeting will be held on Thursday,
January 17, at 7 p.m., on the lower
level of the Scotch Plains Library,
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.
A workshop, focusing on fixing
problematic watercolor paintings, will
follow a brief business meeting.
Artist Sandra Frank asks participants to bring one or two of their own
watercolor paintings that they feel
needs improvement.
After a short discussion about common problems, Ms. Frank will evaluate each painting, asking the artist
how he or she would like the painting
to look and offering suggestions for
enhancing the work.
Those attending should bring their
own art supplies — watercolor paints,
brushes, pencils, erasers, rulers and a
palette, as well as a piece of paper.
The association will supply water
cups, paper towels and a table on
which to work.
Ms. Frank has worked in the arts
and humanities for more than 20 years.
She designs and implements arts
workshops and motivational programs for adults and children, both
with and without special needs.
Some of the people she works with
suffer from Alzheimer’s and
Huntington’s Disease. At Robert
Wood Johnson Hospital in New
Brunswick, she conducts visual-arts
workshops for people with

Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader and The Times

GAL PALS...Soloist Joy Hermalyn warns fellow soloist September Bigelow,
right, that “You Gotta Get a Gimmick” from Gypsy at the Wesfield Symphony
Orchestra’s New Year’s Eve concert. Westfield’s The Flower Zone decorated the
stage for the evening.

throughout the nation. Fellow Friars’
testimonials and appearances
throughout the film include Soupy
Sales, Red Buttons, Jackie Mason,
Joy Behar, Sid Ceasar, Don Rickles,
Garry Marshall, Fyvush Finkle, Jerry
Stiller, Shecky Green, Lanie Kazan
and Friar’s Dean Freddie Roman.
For more information about the
screening, call the Friars Club at (212)
751-7272 or (908) 656-6419.

WESTFIELD –The Westfield
Community Players’ (WCP) production of Beth Henley’s Pulitzer Prizewinning play Crimes of the Heart
continues Friday and Saturday evenings at 8 p.m. through January 19 in
the theater at 1000 North Avenue,
West, in Westfield.
Director Fred Cuozzo has assembled a cast familiar to WCP patrons in this story of three sisters
assembled at the family home to seize
the future while sitting with their
grandfather during his final days.
Granddad’s caregiver – Lennie
McGrath, the eldest spinster sister –
is played by Fatih Dowgin; her failedsinger middle sister, Meg, is played
by Lynn Langone, and younger sister
Babe, out on bail after shooting her
husband, is portrayed by Syndi Szabo.
Disapproving cousin Chick is played

Choir Offers to Dispose
Of Christmas Trees
WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School Concert Choir is again offering to help area residents dispose of
their Christmas trees in exchange for
a $10 donation to be used for vocalmusic scholarships.
Anyone interested in having a tree
picked up should e-mail William
Mathews, choral director, at
wmathews@westfieldnjk12.org, and
the message will be relayed to the
choir officers.
Individuals are asked to include
their name, address and telephone
number.
This year’s tree pickup will be one
day only – Saturday, January 12. The
deadline to make arrangements is
noontime, Friday, January 11.

by Liz Azukas.
The men in their tangled lives include Meg’s former beau, Doc Porter, played by John Schweska, and
Babe’s lawyer Barnett, played by
Albert Contursi.
All reserved-seat tickets cost $15,
with tickets at higher amounts available from sponsoring organizations
on January 11.
Those interested should call the
box office at (908) 232-1221 for further details. All non-member tickets
must be pre-paid to secure a reservation, and WCP member tickets will
not be honored for benefit performances.

Bookstore Hosts Former
LA Times/Post Writer
WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host a meet
and greet for Jack Getze, author of
“Big Numbers,” on January 12, from
2 to 4 p.m.
Mr. Getze wrote for The Los Angeles Times/Washington Post news syndicate for many years, and more than
500 newspapers and periodicals
worldwide have published his work.
After quitting the news business,
he switched professions and became
a retail-bond salesman and stockbroker. “Big Numbers” is based on his
experiences as a trader, retail broker
and financial counselor. He lives on
the New Jersey Shore.
Those attending can meet the author at the bookstore, located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (corner of East Broad and Elmer Streets).
If unable to attend, call the bookstore at (908) 233-3535 and reserve
an autographed copy.

“Could a greater miracle take place than for us to look through
each other’s eyes for an instant." Thoreau

Literature and Medicine:
A Community Dialogue
Overlook Hospital invites our neighbors in and around Westfield to
join a ‘book club’ offering monthly reading and discussion of literary
works that will enhance understanding of the human condition.
Date

January – June 2008

Time

Wednesdays 6:45-8:45pm
[1/23; 2/27; 3/26; 4/23; 5/28; 6/25]

Place

Westfield Memorial Library

Materials

Books and a light dinner provided

Registration 800-247-9580
Fee

$35

More Information

Nancy Gross

908-522-2894

Sponsored in conjunction
with the
Westfield Memorial Library
7KLV SURJUDP LV SURYLGHG WKURXJK D
JHQHURXV JUDQW IURP 7KH %ODQFKH
DQG,UYLQJ/DXULH)RXQGDWLRQ

550 East Broad Street Westfield NJ 07090
http://www.wmlnj.org 908-789-4090

This program is open to Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders.
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Linklater to Direct Film Adapted
From Westfield Author’s Work
By MARYLOU MORANO

Great Sounds of Symphony
Orchestra Ring in the New Year
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – When a melody
haunts you a day or two after you’ve
heard it played, it’s either a classic or
a song that is bound to be one someday.
Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s
(WSO) New Year’s Eve presentation
offered a multitude of tunes that have
been deemed Broadway classics.
Under the inspired and animated
baton of Conductor and Music Director David Wroe, the WSO assembled
a comfortable program this year entitled, “Hats Off to Old Broadway.”
Maestro Wroe proffered what he
called a “sampling menu of sounds
from the Golden Age of Musical Theater.” He explained that the unifying
trait of the selections was the “marriage of music and words.”
Mr. Wroe called those selections
“small bundles of perfection,” and
they were just that, brought to life by
four accomplished vocalists and the
well-prepared orchestra.
From the first strains of
“Wunderbar” from Cole Porter’s 1948
musical Kiss Me Kate, the audience
enjoyed the familiar melodies. A flirtatious and vivacious mezzo-soprano,
September Bigelow, sang that rous-

ing opening number duet with powerful baritone Darren Perry.
The second vocal pair of soprano
Joy Hermalyn and tenor Nat Chandler acted and sang Leonard
Bernstein’s “Come Up to My Place”
from On the Town. Both performers
proved themselves terrific vocalists
and marvelous comedic actors. Their
lively and entertaining rendition
brought down the house.
From Carousel, Ms. Bigelow and
Mr. Chandler’s “If I LovedYou” added
the right amount of hesitancy in undeclared love. The 1945 Richard
Rogers’ classic was met with an ovation.
In two surprising selection choices,
Mr. Wroe affirmed that Barbra
Streisand classics could be redone
when a vocalist is given license to
make it her own. Both female soloists
— Ms. Bigelow and Ms. Hermalyn
— did Jules Styne’s music proud in
their renditions of “People” and “I’m
the Greatest Star” from Funny Girl.
James Fuerst, assistant conductor
of the WSO, took the baton for the
second Styne number, which featured
a delicious muted trombone and stellar French horn. As Ms. Hermalyn
proved the lyrics true in “Star,” the
orchestra matched her charisma and

NUTCRACKER SWEET…Westfield’s Spencer Pascal, left, and Scotch Plains’
Amber Chabus, a sixth grader at Terrill Middle School, sign autographs during
intermission at the New Jersey Ballet’s Nutcracker at the Paper Mill Playhouse.
Spencer played the role of Fritz in a number of the 14 performances, while Amber
enjoyed her role as a toy soldier.

TAKE THE ST
AGE
STA

NJ Ballet’s Nutcracker: Delightful
New Experience for Children
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MILLBURN – Tiaras, tutus and dueling soldiers represent fantasies that
spark the imagination of children of all
ages in New Jersey Ballet’s production
of Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker at the
Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn.
Nutcracker has everything needed to
entertain and delight the audience, especially youngsters, including ballerinas, ball-gowned princesses, exquisite
musicians and spectacular dancers.
If that’s not enough, fog machines
provide clouds for angels to twirl upon,
and pyrotechnics accompany a booming cannon, for good measure.
When Nancy Hartmann, marketing
director of the NJ Ballet, said the show
is “great for children,” she’s not only
talking about the audience members
but the children who star in the production, as well. “It’s a thrill for young
people to dance with professionals,”
she said.
At a VIP reception following the
opening-night performance on December 21, Westfield resident Sherryl Pascal, Mrs. New Jersey American Beauty
and a spokesperson for NJ Ballet, explained the importance of children participating in ballet.

“Ballet teaches children focus, commitment and friendship,” Mrs. Pascal
said. Her son, Spencer, plays the role of
Fritz on various nights of the performance.
The allure of Nutcracker, Ms.
Hartmann added, lies in the fact that
“young people can identify with the
children on stage” and are transported
with the main character, Clara, to places
all over the world.
Six-year-old audience member
Hannah Adamson of Rockaway just
might agree with that statement. Decked
out in a leopard-print dress, Hannah
waited excitedly in line during intermission for autographs from some of
the cast members, including Scotch
Plains residents Alina Chabus, who
was costumed as a female mouse, and
Amber Chabus, who donned the uniform of a toy soldier.
To illustrate what gets the attention
of the younger contingent, when The
Leader/Times asked two boys, both
under 6, to name their favorite part of
the show, the younger of the two
grinned and shouted, “The
swordfight!”
It’s true. Nutcracker has something
for children – and children-at-heart –
on both sides of the footlights.

Shannon Pierce
Saxophone
On the

verve note for note.
Another magnificent Cole Porter
ballad, “So in Love,” sung expressively by Ms. Hermalyn and Mr. Perry,
proved lush. A sultry saxophone, plus
a violin obligato at the song’s end,
brought tears.
Picking up the tempo, the two male
singers had fun with, “There is nothing like a Dame” from South Pacific,
while the females added their vocal
accompaniment.
The first half of the evening concluded with “You are for Loving” and
the more familiar upbeat tune “Trolley
Song,” both from Meet Me in St. Louis.
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CONTINUED: SYMPHONY

WESTFIELD –Westfield resident
author Robert Kaplow had a busy
2007.
This past year, Phoenix Books of
Beverly Hills, Calif., published his
seventh novel – a satirical account of
writers, critics and publishers – titled
“Who’s Killing the Great Writers of
America?”
In addition, Mr. Kaplow heard the
good news that an earlier novel – a
book for young adults titled “Me and
Orson Welles” – was optioned for
film.
The author, who came to live in
Westfield when he was 2, went
through the Westfield school system.
Now living in Metuchen, Mr.
Kaplow’s writings don’t journey far
from his hometown, as Westfield has
a place in all of his books, except
“Who’s Killing the Great Writers of
America?”
“Westfield is, for me, an emotional
focal point,” he said.

POPCORN

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

We all have one…a friend we apologize for liking. Others just see the
faults. We see the compassion. The
thought here being that if Rob Reiner’s
sentimental The Bucket List was a
person, it’d be that sort of pal. Starring Jack Nicholson and Morgan Freeman as a doomed duet who bond to
sing their swan song, such schmaltz
is an acquired taste.
It’s the type of emotive experience
that causes detractors to sharpen their
critical knives. Which is understandable if you fear an excess of pathos in
the movies will weaken the species.
But there may be another factor behind the dismay. Edward and Carter
have terminal cancer. And the first
twenty minutes pull no punches in
impressing that fact.
Adding to the inherent challenges
of Justin Zackham’s script are the
dual celebrations it sets in motion. As
you’ve doubtlessly noticed from commercials featuring the grand geezers
racing muscle cars and generally running amok, the first fetes life. Left out
of the trailers is the acknowledgment
to death. Important to the film, it’s
slightly less fun.
In fact, probably the only one
amused by that dreaded inevitability
is the Grim Reaper himself. And while
I’m by no means a fan of the institution he heads, the movie interestingly
reminds that being human means
embracing a whole genre of humor
regarding its prospects. That is, there’s
an art to whistling past the graveyard.
Which is just one aspect of the
touching odyssey Carter Chambers
(Freeman) and Edward Cole
(Nicholson) embark upon once they
decide to fulfill the bucket list. That’s
a euphemism for things to be accomplished before kicking the bucket,
wishfully penned by Carter and espied by his hospital roomie, the playful billionaire etched by cool ol’ Jack.
The latter is not only smitten by the
fantasy, but offers to bankroll it. Naturally, the auto mechanic initially rails at
his partner-in-destiny’s pretentious invasion. But then, veteran moviegoers
know full well the appealing charm of
a Nicholson character that invites you
out for a good time. Carter’s diagnosis
does not include crazy. He submits.
Thus begins the adventure of a lifetime, relatively speaking, preciously
crammed into the 11th hour and brimming with goodwill if not always
cheer. For while director Reiner takes
occasional license in exploring this
cornucopia of wish fulfillment, reality is always there, waiting in the
wings, giving substance and meaning
to the whole gambit.
This bittersweet aspect could be
another thing the aforementioned
Spartans mightn’t like. Not

the

“Although I don’t live [in Westfield]
anymore, it represents, to me, my
youth,” he said.
“Me and Orson Welles” surrounds
the adolescent angst of 17-year-old

Robert Kaplow

™

The Bucket List:
Death Takes a Holiday

At the

Westfield Memorial Library

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

everybody’s comfortable with public
weeping, even in the cover of dark.
Now, I really had a cinder in my eye.
But it’s doubtful that’s what caused
crocodile tears to well in the baby
blues of several accompanying moviegoers, some of ‘em really big guys,
too.
Credit Nicholson and Freeman for
the involuntary waterfalls. You see,
they’ve come to be familiar friends.
That’s part of it. No surprise, Freeman again narrates, apparently even
beyond the grave. But these treasures
are such skillful actors that we also
buy into their make-believe personas. Which are, ostensibly, symbols
of mankind’s fate.
The subtexts are convincing
enough, though a better meshing with
the primary tale would have made for
a tighter movie. Carter, the more complicated, intellectual one, had hoped
to be a history teacher. But life happening the way it does led to fixing
cars, stoical acceptance and a stalled
marriage.
His complementing antithesis, Edward Cole started making money as a
teenager and never looked back. He
cracks wise about his slew of ex wives.
But the owner of hospitals hasn’t let
that deter him from becoming the
consummate bon vivant. That is, until
this virulent fly crash-lands in the
ointment. His one regret involves a
long lost daughter.
But he trucks on, especially now
that he has a playmate. Actually, it’s a
selfish bit of symbiosis on both their
parts, at least for starters. Yet
expectedly and happily for us, the
men have hardly checked off three of
their final wishes when we realize, to
quote Bogart’s Rick, that “...this is
the beginning of a beautiful friendship.”
That’s the real drawing card. The
interplay between Edward and Carter,
replete with ups, downs and the telling compromises that make for
epiphany and understanding, is exquisitely realized. Carefully distributed bits of gallows humor and some
downright silly if not embarrassing
moments, like the skydiving scene,
help balance the heavy stuff.
After all, this is an American, major studio release…about a generally
taboo topic. So, while unlikely that
they’ll spin it into a sitcom, by classical definition it is a comedy. And
though stopping well short of convincing us we should look forward to
death, an empathic taking of life’s
inventory makes The Bucket List a
fulfilling experience.
***
The Bucket List, rated PG-13, is a
Warner Bros. Pictures release directed
by Rob Reiner and stars Jack
Nicholson, Morgan Freeman and Sean
Hayes. Running time: 97 minutes.

farmhouse store

like no other store in Westfield

Westfield Resident and Author
Richard Samuels played against the
backdrop of Broadway’s Mercury
Theatre and Orson Welles’ 1937 debut production of Julius Caesar.
Mr. Kaplow said he was inspired to
write the book by a picture he saw in
a 1937 copy of Theatre Arts Monthly
in the basement of the Rutgers University Library.
The photo depicted the 22-year old

Welles sitting alongside a young actor on the set of Julius Caesar.
“I realized that the photo wasn’t
about Welles; it was about the youth,”
said Mr. Kaplow.
The author researched the photo
and located the actor, who, nearly 70
years later, was still alive and living
in New York City.
Me and Orson Welles goes into
production in London next month
and will be directed by Richard
Linklater, best known for his direction of Dazed and Confused and A
Scanner Darkly.
Zac Ephron of the Disney Channel’s
“High School Musical” movies will
play the lead role of Richard Samuels.
Mr. Kaplow will oversee the production as creative consultant.
In addition to writing, Mr. Kaplow
teaches English and Film Studies at
Summit High School.
He is also the creator of “Moe
Moskowitz and the Punsters,” in
which he contributes satirical lyrics
and commentary on National Public
Radio’s Morning Edition.
Many of Mr. Kaplow’s books have
won awards. “Alessandra in Love,”
“Alex Icicle: A Romance in Ten
Torrid Chapters” and “Me and
Orson Welles” all received citations
from the American Library Association.
In addition, “Me and Orson Welles”
was named a “New York Public Library Best YA Book of the Year” and
an “American Library Association
Best Book for Young Adults.”
Mr. Kaplow’s books can be purchased locally.

Registration Begins
For NJWA Programming
WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts, located at
150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield, is currently registering students for courses in its winter program schedule.
The Music Studio, which offers
private vocal and instrumental music lessons to both children and
adults, began its 11-week winter
session on Monday, January 7. Beginning- to advanced-level students
may enroll for 30-, 45- or 60-minute
lessons in strings, guitar, woodwinds, brass, percussion, piano or
voice.
Group lessons are also offered in
the Kids on Keys program, which
helps children to learn piano fundamentals through Musique Rapid.
Taught by Susannah Marks, the system includes a take-home kit with a
keyboard and game board. Classes
are being held on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays. The next session
begins on Tuesday, February 12.
The Music Studio also offers opportunities for area musicians to
play in its bands, orchestras and
ensembles. These include the Full
Count Big Band, the NJWA Concert Band, Alphorn Ensemble,
Chamber Orchestra, Simply Strings
and the NJWA Rockin’ Jazz Ensemble.
Kids ‘n’ Arts – a drop-off program
in art, music and theater for children
ages 3 through 5 – will be held on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thurs-

days. The two-hour sessions are offered from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. or 12:30
to 2:30 p.m. beginning February 12.
Taught by Diane Burkam and Valerie
Pineda, children are encouraged to
create arts and crafts while listening
to Mozart. Children will learn about
rhythm and pitch using their voices
and percussion and tonal instruments.
Music class includes an introduction
to the recorder and violin. In the theater segment, children learn to express themselves through acting exercises, storytelling, puppetry and
pantomime.
The Creative Drama and Performance Workshop, for students in
grades 3 through 6, began its second
semester on January 8. Directed by
Donna Stein, this class focuses on
movement, concentration, pantomime, improvisation, dialogue, character, story development and staging.
Taught by veteran Broadway actor
Juan Pineda, the Musical Theater
course, highlighting acting, singing
and performance techniques, will start
its winter semester on Saturday,
March 1. Classes for beginners, ages
8 to 11, and intermediate level, ages
12 to 14, will be held on Thursdays
and Saturdays. A section for advanced
students, ages 14 to 18, will also be
conducted on Saturdays.
For more information on any program of the NJWA, call (908) 7899696
or
visit
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Singers to Hold Auditions
For International Concerts
CRANFORD – The Celebration
Singers group performs every type of
music, from Classical to Broadway,
from the Big Band sound to popular
American Standards. The singers even
perform original music and enjoy two
seasons that coincide with the school
year.
The group begins rehearsals in late
August for a holiday concert in December before resuming rehearsals
in January for a spring concert in
May.
In addition, the Celebration Singers and Children’s Choir get out into
the community for performances that
include tree-lighting ceremonies, hospital and nursing-home visits, as well
as town festivals.
During the upcoming summer, the

adult Celebration Singers will perform internationally in Eastern Europe, including Germany, Austria and
the Czech Republic.
Adult auditions will be held on
Tuesday, January 15, and Tuesday,
January 22, from 7 to 9 p.m. To join
the adult choir, a person must be at
least 18.
Singers under 18 may be accepted
at the discretion of the director. However, he or she should be at least a
junior in high school to qualify for
consideration.
All auditions will be held at the
Cranford United Methodist Church,
located at the corners of Walnut and
Lincoln Avenues.
For more information, call (908)
241-8200, and leave a message.

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Wednesday
January 16 at 7:00 pm
Shannon Pierce studied music at Rutgers University, Mason Gross School of the Arts and has performed with the
Rutgers University Wind Ensemble, Rutgers University
Jazz Ensemble, Rutgers University Orchestra, Saxophone
Quartets, and smaller chamber groups.

This program is open to Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders.
For more information about this program or to register
call 908-789-4090, ext. 4140.
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