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2007 Year In Review: Part 2 – July to September
Workers Face CO Poisoning, Voters Decide, Berry Entertains

David Samsky, Fred K. Lecomte and Ebony McQueen for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ROCK AND ROLL MUSIC(FEST) (September 20)...Chuck Berry displays some of his time-tested moves during his performance at Nomahegan Park in Cranford in mid-September. The musician appeared as part of Union County’s annual MusicFest
event. LOOKING BACK OVER TIME (November 29)…Sharing many great football memories on Thanksgiving Day are, left to right, former Raider football player Andrew Pavoni (Class of 2002), Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian Mahoney, retired
detective Carl Sicola, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School head football coach Len Zanowicz (1968) and SPFHS Athletic Director Robert Harmer. The game marked the last contest plaed on the Scotch Plains field before it was turfed. After the game,
football players were able to take home squares of the old field in styrofoam containers. RESCUE EFFORT (July 19)…A Channel 2 news helicopter circles above while Union County HazMat workers prepare to enter HomeCare America on South
Avenue in Westfield. Three contractors were overcome by carbon monoxide on July 11, while using a gasoline-driven power washer to remove mold in the basement of the building. Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) investigated
the incident to see if any workplace violations occurred.

JULY
was charged with stealing a 1989
Westfield
Oldsmobile Cutlass belonging to a
The second half of the year began Westfield resident from the southwith a close: the Westfield Municipal side NJ Transit parking lot in Westfield
Library closed its doors for renova- sometime during the day.
tions on June 30. On July 9, the
State Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
children’s section alone reopened; the (LD-21, Westfield) asked the state’s
rest of the library remained closed Board of Public Utilities (BPU) to
until its grand reopening on Decem- mediate a dispute about local-cableber 9.
channel access between local franThe Westfield Police Department chise Comcast and Verizon, which
investigated the drowning of a 6-year- began offering cable service.
old Brooklyn boy at the Manor Park
Garwood
Swim Club in Westfield. The boy,
The borough council unanimously
David Konig, was pronounced dead approved the $2.1-million James V.
after he was found face down in the Guerriero Memorial Field project for
club’s pool, located at 2 Laurel Place. the borough’s Little League field, loA fire broke out in a storage area in cated on Myrtle Avenue. The expected
the basement of
project will consist
the Westfield Post
of funding a new
Office at 3:20 p.m.
athletic field with
on July 7. The insynthetic turf, a
cident did not distown fieldhouse,
rupt local mail dewalking track,
liveries.
multipurpose field
We s t f i e l d
and other upgraded
firefighters, whose
recreational
headquarters is loamenities at the
cated two blocks
cost of $50.41 anfrom the post ofnually on a house
fice, arrived on the
assessed
at
scene within two
$100,000 for about
minutes and en20 years.
countered heavy
In addition, ofVictoria McCabe for The Leader/Times ficials confirmed
smoke and heat
GO ‘FOURTH’ (July
when they entered FIREWORKS
12)...A spectator watches Nomahegan that Superintenthe basement. Park’s annual fireworks display from dent of Schools
Westfield Deputy Union County College’s Cranford cam- Wilfred Murphy’s
Fire Chief David pus. The fireworks, delayed by rain on present medical
Kelly said the post the Fourth of July, went off on July 6. condition would
office’s basement
prevent him from
has no windows and only two access returning to his position for the 2007points – an emergency exit and a 2008 school year.
staircase leading to the only nonMountainside
emergency exit. Postal authorities
Two people were killed on Route
continued to investigate the fire.
22 East at the New Providence Road
In other news, an incident at exit in a double-fatality motor-veHomeCare America on South Av- hicle accident. The driver, 18-yearenue sent at least three men to the old Konstanti Potouridis of New
hospital with carbon-monoxide poi- Providence, and passenger, 20-yearsoning. The men worked at a South old Paul Carbone of Milburn, were
Avenue medical supply company. The riding in a 1994 Chevy Camaro goOccupational Safety and Health Ad- ing eastbound on Route 22 when
ministration (OSHA) launched an in- Potouridis lost control of the car, causvestigation into the incident.
ing it to spin out of control, go airA 36-year-old Westfield man faced borne and hit a utility pole.
multiple charges after allegedly stealScotch Plains
ing two motor vehicles and then beScotch Plains’ official website got
coming involved in accidents in a facelift, leading to a host of new and
Westfield and Garwood. According updated information for residents and
to Westfield Police Chief John site visitors to access, after an upParizeau, the man, Michael Okpych, grade overseen by City Connections,

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

TAKING THE HEAT (July 12)...Westfield firefighters, with support from neighboring towns, extinguished a July blaze in the basement of the Westfield Post Office.
Westfield Fire Department Captain Michael Brennan seeks fresh air and hopes for
a cooling breeze upon exiting the inferno. Lieutenant Anthony Tiller, right, provides
support along with letter carrier Travis Redd, background.
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LLC, which received $7,000 this year ship fees to not-for-profit fitness or- presence; a police sergeant said the 2008 Commerce Justice Science Apganizations. The new tax exemptions alligator is not a “significant threat to propriations Bill and would increase
to manage the revamped site.
Construction projects at Scotch reversed budget measures imposed in public safety” at this time. A week the efficiency and reliability of dayO c t o b e r later, the New Jersey Division of Fish to-day operations, as well as help the
Plains2006.
and Wildlife caught and took custody department during emergencies,
Fanwood
A man of the animal and sought a home for Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian
H i g h
matching it out of state.
School
Mahoney said.
the deMountainside
began in
The Scotch Plains Recreation Comscription
William J. Biunno, 71, of mission signed off on a plan to renopreparaof
the Mountainside was charged with steal- vate the Scotch Hills Country Club
tion for
“ M a d ing up to $28,000 from his church, building in order to create a senior
the 2007Hatter,” a Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catho- and community center.
2 0 0 8
r o b b e r lic Church in Mountainside. Officials
school
Residents and parents raised conw h o announced the charges following an cerns at a board of education meeting
year. The
struck 18 in-depth investigation headed by the about the Omni-Point application revarious
different Union County Prosecutor’s Office and ceived through Scotch Plains townprojects
banks in Detective Michael Jackson of the ship to build a cell-phone tower on
included
New Jer- Mountainside Police Department.
an expanthe Willow Grove Swim Club propsey and
Police accused Biunno of stealing erty, questioning the location’s proxsion of
accumu- from the church’s collection plate imity to McGinn Elementary School.
the senior
l a t e d during Sunday Mass, beginning in
parking
Fanwood
more than January 1995. Buinno is a longtime
lot and
Borough officials received word
$60,000, member of the church, serving as a from the state’s Department of Comthe addiwas found trustee, an usher and a choir member. munity Affairs that Fanwood would
tion of
after a
A fire caused extensive smoke and receive $325,000 in extraordinarys i d e w a l k s HATS OFF (July 26)...Union County and Morris County bank rob- water damage to a borough home at municipal-aid.
a r o u n d detectives and FBI agents apprehended James Madison, bery in 1203 Wyoming Drive. Police officers
Following the approval of extraorthe build- the alleged “hat bandit” bank robber, at his Maplewood U n i o n found Lena Amos, 77, downstairs in dinary aid, the borough council
ing, as home on July 23. Surveillence photos above show the T o w n - her home after a fire started in an adopted an $8.3-million municipal
well as “mad hatter” robbing various banks during a robbery s h i p . upstairs bedroom, police said.
budget, with nearly $4.6 million to be
Eileen
Additionally, defacement occurred supported by taxes, after a public
f u r t h e r spree that spanned 11 months.
W a l s h , on multiple borrenovahearing. The new
executive assistant prosecutor for ough-owned propertions to the girls’ locker room.
spending plan – up
Nearly 100 neighborhood residents Union County, confirmed that the sus- ties, including the
from $7.9 million
attended the zoning board of pect, James Madison, 50, of community pool and
last year – called for
adjustment’s July 12 meeting to de- Maplewood, was arrested after alleg- Deerfield Elemena 4.3-percent total
bate the construction a 120-foot high edly robbing a Bank of America in- tary School’s bathincrease in the tax
Omni-Point wireless communication side a shopping center on Route 22 room. During a
rate, which includes
council work sestower at Willow Grove Swim Club on West in Union Township.
municipal, school
AUGUST
sion, Mountainside
Roosevelt Avenue. Residents waited
and county taxes.
Westfield
council members
nearly four hours for the Omni-Point
Mayor Colleen
The town council unanimously ap- addressed the vanhearing to begin because five other
Mahr announced
applications were higher on the proved a $3.19-million special-bond dalism: “If you’re
Councilman Joseph
board’s agenda. By the time the Omni- ordinance to authorize improvements caught, you or your
Higgins’ resignaPoint hearing got underway at 11:20 to the Memorial Pool complex and family will pay for
tion from the govp.m., there was time for one witness awarded a contract to reconstruct the it,” said Mayor Rob- COLLECTION BASKET CASE erning body. Mr.
to appear. The discussion resumed in main and wading pools. Town Ad- ert Viglianti. “We (July 26)...Bill Biunno, former presi- Higgins said his deministrator Jim Gildea deemed the are not going to put dent of the Rotary Club of cision to resign was
September.
Mountainside, was charged with rob- “due to personal isMayor Martin Marks said officials undertaking, which officials projected up with it.”
bing up to $28,000 from Our Lady of sues unrelated to
Scotch Plains
from Scotch Plains, Fanwood and the would be completed in the pool’s offThe Scotch Plains Lourdes church. He is pictured above anything involving
board of education were “on the preci- season, “a very major project.”
The abandoned property at 121 and Fanwood librar- as he presented scholarships at a [his] role as a counpice of having something really good
in place” to alleviate the student park- Cacciola Place faced raccoon infes- ies received a state Rotary awards luncheon in June.
cilman or [his] paring problem at SPFHS. The plan in- tation for more than a year, neighbors grant of nearly $150,000 to look into ticipation in borough activities.”
cludes the ability to secure permits to said. The neighbors aired their griev- the feasibility of a joint library which
Borough Republican mayoral canpark on certain streets in both com- ances about the dilapidated state of would serve both communities. Offi- didate Patricia Lyndsey withdrew
munities for a limited number of stu- the abandoned property, which Jo- cials have been exploring the idea for from the race, according to Ted
seph Penyak Sr. had purchased in some time, with an eye toward better Trumpp, Republican municipal chairdents.
Residents living near Southside 2005, at the July 31 town council consolidating resources and improv- man for Fanwood.
Park expressed concern about the meeting before going to court on Au- ing services.
SEPTEMBER
Scotch
Plains
Recreation gust 8.
Rep. Mike Ferguson (R, New ProviWestfield
An alligator found refuge in dence) announced the House of RepCommission’s proposed renovations
Margaret Dolan stepped into
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
to the park at a commission meeting. Gregory’s Pond in Westfield, located resentatives’ approval of $80,000 in
Concerns included the addition of on Clark Street past the Brightwood federal funding aimed to improve
see additional regional and
lights, the number of parking spaces, Park intersection. The town adminis- communications equipment for the
installment of a playground and build- trator and Westfield Police Depart- Scotch Plains Police Department. The
government news on page 13
ings for bathrooms, storage and con- ment (WPD) confirmed the reptile’s funds come as part of the fiscal year
cessions.
Fanwood
The borough council decided to
put its Transfer of Development
Rights (TDR) program on hold while
exploring other alternatives for historic preservation, officials said.
The Fanwood Republican Committee named former Borough Police
Chief Anthony Parenti as one of its
two candidates for borough council
in the fall. He replaced Janek Anthony Skutnik, who withdrew his candidacy.
Area
The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders and the Township of
Berkeley Heights opposed a state Department of Transportation (DOT)
interchange project on Route 78 at
of Bill Jordan; courtesy of Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau
Diamond Hill Road. Scotch Plains GATOR-AID (August 23)…An estimated three-to-five foot juvenilecourtesy
alligator emerges from Gregory’s Pond in Westfield.
supported the project.
Bill Jordan, a resident of Mountainside and a realtor at Taylor and Love, received this picture from a neighbor and submitted
In other news, the New Jersey State it to The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. LATER, GATOR (August 30)…The New Jersey Division
Legislature voted to repeal the 7- of Fish and Wildlife on August 25 caught the two-and-a-half foot alligator living in Gregory’s Pond. The New Jersey
percent sales tax on municipal park- Department of Environmental Protection has custody of the animal and will look to find a home for it out of state. The Leader/
ing and facilities, as well as member- Times had broken the story on the alligator’s whereabouts a week earlier.
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Susan Cook for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCORING DONATIONS (October 25)…Westfield neighbors gather to box up
soccer equipment to donate to a community in Zambia, Africa. The efforts of local
residents – including Billy Sickles and his family, Rebecca Sarkos and her family
and the Westfield Soccer Association – inspired donations of hundreds of soccer
cleats, shirts, shorts and balls. The Regenstreich family – whose son, Andrew, is in
Africa working at a refugee camp – started the drive after Andrew sent a letter
requesting some equipment.

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAYOR SPONGE BOB (October 11)…Mountainside Board of Education representative Gene Nagel, left, and Mayor Robert Vigliante do their best to ward off
attacks from wet sponges thrown by schoolchildren at the borough PTA’s annual
fair at Deerfield Elementary School. Other “good sports” included PTA President
Carolyn Williams and Chief School Administrator Richard O’Malley.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
crat William Populus, with 939 votes,
finished third and fourth, respectively,
tenant.
Mayor Martin Marks confirmed he in the race. Democrats will have a 5would run for the seat of the Seventh 1 majority on the council next year.
Mayor Colleen Mahr, a Democrat,
Congressional District in 2008 and
began interviewing various campaign ran unopposed and was re-elected to
professionals to assist him in what a second four-year term. This was the
could be a crowded Republican pri- first time in Fanwood’s history that a
mary field next June. Previously oc- mayor has run without opposition.
Ad ditionally,
cupying this
Mayor Mahr and
spot was Mike
the borough counFerguson, who
cil approved, on
announced he
second reading, a
would forego
bond ordinance
seeking a fifth
giving the borough
term in the
the authority to poseat.
tentially buy the
In addition,
Livingston-Wilbor
the council
property for $2
hired an archimillion. Located at
tect at a cost of
238 South Avenue,
$5,000 for prethe light-industrial
liminary plans
property was the
for the renovasite of a constructions to the fire
tion accident eardepartment’s
A
two buildings.
Courtesy of Tom Kranz lier this year.
BIG SPLASH (August 9)…The Fanwood firewall under conFanwood
F o r m e r Volunteer Fire Department’s new pumper struction at the StaFanwood Po- truck gets a traditional wetdown welcome tion Mews redevelduty from residents and firefighters opment project
lice Chief An- to
from Fanwood and neighboring towns.
next door colthony Parenti
lapsed onto the
was the top
vote-getter with1,026 votes, not in- Livingston-Wilbor building.
County
cluding absentee ballots. in a close
Democrats swept the freeholder and
borough council race on Election Day;
the Republican challenger took one sheriff positions for Union County.
of the two seats up for grabs on the Incumbent freeholders Bette Jane
currently all-Democratic governing Kowalski of Cranford, with 32,502
votes, and Dan Sullivan of Elizabeth,
body.
Incumbent Democrat Katherine with 32,121, along with Plainfield
Mitchell, with 978 votes, was victori- Councilman Rayland Van Blake, with
ous in her bid for a fourth council 30,604, emerged victorious. Ralph
term. Council terms run three years. Froehlich, with 36,278, returned to
Republican challenger Joel Stroz, the sheriff post he has held for 30
with 956 votes, and incumbent Demo- years. Democrats have held a 9-0
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freeholder majority since 1998 and building in early 2008.
Additionally, Mr. Atkins anhave not lost a county race in 13
nounced that he will retire in 2008
years.
after 28 years of running the day-toArea
Republican State Senator Tom day operations of the municipal govKean, Jr. of Westfield, Republican ernment. “I just feel it’s time,” he told
Assemblymen Jon Bramnick of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
Westfield and Eric Munoz of Summit prior to informing the township counwon their re-election bids for their cil of his plans.
A fire broke out underneath the
District-21 seats. Incomplete results
showed Mr. Kean receiving 28,077 football-field bleachers at Scotch
votes, winning a second term and Plains-Fanwood High School
defeating Democrat Gina Genovese, (SPFHS) on the afternoon of Saturday, December 2,
a former Long
melting a hole
Hill township
through the alumimayor, who renum stands and
ceived 18,759
Susan Cook for The Westfield Leader and The Times
damaging an athvotes.
letic-equipment CHRISTMAS IN SEPTEMBER (September 19)…A Christmas-season commerMr. Bramnick
is shot at the Cosenza family’s Woodbrook Circle home in Westfield. The
storage container cial
won his third term
home was lit with lights and a large arrow of light mounted over the garage. A
and its contents.
with
25,714
slight dusting of snow dotted the roof. Stephanie Haberman – production manThe heat from the ager for @radical.media, the company shooting the spot – said a BMW car would
votes, while Mr.
fire also destroyed be filmed at another location. The crew also used a chimney at the Kushner
Munoz won a
the majority of the family’s home across the street for the spot.
fourth term with
contents of the con25,831 votes.
tainer. “I would say
They defeated
that a conservative
Democrats Bruce
Beth Budnick for The Leader/Times
Bergen of Spring- STOP! HAMMERTIME
(December estimate is $40,000
field, who re- 6)…Mayor Andy Skibitsky presents worth of equipceived 16,751 Councilman Peter “The Hammer” ment. That’s not invotes,
and Echausse with a special parting gift to cluding damage to
Vanderveer, 22, of Iselin was arrested
Westfield
Norman Albert of commemorate the end of Mr. Echausse’s the bleachers,” said
Tuesday, December 18, Bradford and charged with driving under the
Cranford, who seven years on the council. Mr. Echausse SPFHS track coach Dickerson, 22, and Kevin Malazdra, influence (DUI) following an accigarnered 16,491 would “pound away at a problem until Jeff Koegel, esti- 22, both of North Plainfield, were dent in which she struck a number of
it was solved,” the mayor said.
mating the cost of arrested on North Avenue near 4th parked cars. Vanderveer also was
tallies.
the damages from Avenue and charged with possession charged with reckless driving and
Incumbent
Democratic State Senator Nicholas the fire.
of under 50 grams of suspected mari- leaving the scene of an accident.
Fanwood
Scutari of Linden and his District 22
Authorities responded to a report
juana and possession of drug paraPrior to their monthly agenda meet- phernalia. Both were issued sum- of an accident at South Avenue and
running mates, Assemblywoman
Linda Stender of Fanwood and As- ing, Mayor Colleen Mahr and the monses and released.
Oak Street but said the vehicle had
semblyman Jerry Green of Plainfield borough council held a one-item speWednesday, December 19, left the scene. Police followed a trail
easily won re-election over Republi- cial meeting, initially reviewing a Jonathan Debevoise, 23, of Westfield of antifreeze and other vehicle fluids
cans Rose McConnell of North measure that would amend code regu- was arrested in Garwood on two out- several blocks before finding the unPlainfield, the Senate candidate, and lations in the downtown redevelop- standing traffic warrants, one from occupied vehicle six blocks away at
Assembly
hopefuls
Bryan ment district to offer fine-arts instruc- Clark with $89 bail and the other Rankin and Preston Avenues on the
DesRochers of Rahway and Robert tion, such as arts and crafts.
from Garwood with $145 bail. He Cranford line.
“(The) current code excludes was released after posting bail on
Gatto of North Plainfield.
Upon further investigation police
Ms. Stender was elected to her schools and any sort of instruction (in both warrants.
said they determined Vanderveer had
fourth two-year term in the New Jer- this district),” Borough Clerk EngiThursday, December 20, Luis A. struck five parked cars and several
sey General Assembly. With all 176 neer Pryor said. “I think [fine arts Acevedo, 20, of South Plainfield was street signs. Police called the Garwood
districts reporting results, Ms. Stender instruction] is a use that goes well arrested on South Avenue, East, and Rescue Squad due to what they dereceived 13,638 votes, while Mr. with that zone and with that build- charged with possession of under 50 scribed as Vanderveer’s “highly inGreen captured 13,884. Their Re- ing.”
grams of suspected marijuana and toxicated condition.” She was taken
Cranford
publican challengers, Mr. Gatto and
possession of controlled-dangerous- to Rahway Hospital and is scheduled
During the November 6 general substance paraphernalia. The arrest to appear in Garwood Municipal
Mr. DesRochers, garnered 8,238 and
election, about 65 percent of Cranford occurred during an investigation fol- Court.
8,229 votes, respectively.
In other news, Union County Im- voters agreed to a non-binding ques- lowing a motor-vehicle stop.
Monday, December 24, Kenneth
provement Authority (UCIA) execu- tion on the ballot to have the township Acevedo was released on his own Druckenmiller, 20, of Westfield,
tive director Charlotte DeFilippo, committee undertake a study to con- recognizance after being issued a David Markham, 21, and Scott
chairwoman of the Union County sider changing the form of govern- summons.
Markham, 19, both of Garwood, were
Democratic Committee, was served ment to a direct popular election of
Thursday, December 20, a resident arrested and charged with disorderly
with five subpoenas by the state At- mayor and making recommendations of the 700 block of East Broad Street conduct for allegedly breaking and
torney General’s Office, demanding based on the findings.
reported that the motor vehicle she knocking over holiday decorations
Currently, the township has five was operating was damaged while on the 400 block of Fourth Avenue.
documents and other information
about her public and private business committee members; the group each parked on the 800 block of Kimball All were released pending charges in
year chooses one to be mayor.
dealings.
Avenue. The glass mirror portion of municipal court, police said. A hoAdditionally, opponents of a pro- the driver’s side rearview mirror was meowner reported the incident to
Additionally, Rep. Mike Ferguson
(R-7, New Providence) announced posed 130-foot-high cell tower hired damaged.
police, who stopped the suspects’ car
that he would not seek a fifth term in an attorney to fight the proposal,
Friday, December 21, three people on the 33rd block of Second Avenue.
the House of Representatives. Mr. which would be situated at the were arrested during a motor-vehicle
Mountainside
Ferguson cited family obligations for Cranford Swim Club. Testimony on stop at Rahway Avenue and Watterson
Tuesday, December 18, a Woodthe application, which the Union Street.
his decision.
land Avenue resident reported findIn response to an ongoing conflict, County freeholder board also opDriver Paul Brown, 35, of Linden ing scratch marks on the windshield
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Author- poses, continued Monday night at a was arrested on a Jersey City criminal and rear glass of her 1990 Mercedes
ity board voted to rescind a resolution special meeting of the Cranford Zon- warrant with $2,500 bail and a Roselle Benz which was parked in the street
approving a request for proposal for ing Board of Adjustment.
Park traffic warrant with $750 bail. in front of her house. The amount of
Area
professional services related to exBrown was released on his own re- the damage was not known at this
Two inmates escaped from the cognizance per Roselle Park and was time.
amining privatization.
Union County jail in Elizabeth on turned over to the Jersey City Police
DECEMBER
Scotch Plains
Saturday December 14 by removing Department.
Westfield
Saturday, December 22, a resident
The recreation commission ap- two cinder blocks in a jail wall and
Tanyis Irby, 32, of Elizabeth was of Cooper Road reported that she had
proved the spring 2008 field schedule then jumping 25 feet from a rooftop arrested as a New Jersey Wanted Per- been receiving harassing phone calls
at a meeting attended by representa- over a barbed wired fence, according son (fugitive) and turned over to the at all hours of the night.
tives from the Westfield Soccer Asso- to Union County Prosecutor Ted Union County Sheriff’s Department.
Sunday, December 23, Brian
ciation (WSA) to discuss cuts that Romankow.
Khalifah Turner, 25, of Newark McGroary, 19, and Nicholas
According to was arrested on a Newark traffic war- Giannaci, 19, both of Scotch Plains,
had been made to
the prosecutor’s rant with $200 bail. She was released were arrested and charged with postheir field usage.
office,
Jose on her own recognizance per Newark session of marijuana.
“We had asked
Espinosa, 20, of police.
for two nights and
An officer responded to a suspiElizabeth and Otis
now we have only
Saturday, December 22, Beatrice cious vehicle parked on Greenbriar
Blunt, 32, of Toms Bellamy, 39, of Newark was arrested Lane. After speaking with the occureceived one. This
River “apparently on the 100 block of Windsor Avenue pants of the car, police said the ofloss of a night durjumped from a on a Newark traffic warrant with ficer discovered marijuana.
ing the week will
third floor roof.”
severely affect our
$163 bail and a Millburn criminal McGroary and Giannaci were transIn other news, warrant, with $500 bail, and for pos- ported to police headquarters, where
program,” said Bob
Governor Jon session of drug paraphernalia. She they were processed and released,
Clancy, WSA vice
Corzine unveiled received a summons for the Westfield police said.
president.
a new school-aid charge and was committed to the
The recreation
Sunday, December 23, a resident
formula, under Union County jail on default of bail of North Gate Drive reported that
commission has
which Scotch on the warrants.
been working since
someone broke the window of his
Plains-Fanwood
July to give equal
Saturday, December 22, two 15- vehicle, which was parked in front of
school district year-old male juveniles from his house.
time with field conwould see a jump Cranford were arrested and charged
straints to lacrosse,
Sunday, December 23, residents
in state education with criminal mischief for allegedly of Country Club Boulevard reported
soccer, softball and
aid in 2008-2009 spray-painting graffiti on the walls that an unknown vehicle was parked
baseball
this
of $451,000, or 10 of several buildings in Westfield’s in front of their house. After police
spring, said William Palatucci,
central business district. They also investigated the vehicle, they disKaren Clarkson for The Leader/Times percent, while
commission chair- YOU’RE A GOOD RESTAURANT, Westfield would allegedly damaged a fence. The pair covered it had been stolen from
CHARLIE BROWN’S (October see the minimum
man.
were arrested near the north-side Edison. The vehicle was towed to
In other events, 18)…The new Scotch Plains Charlie hike of 2 percent, Westfield train station and released police headquarters and the owner
building stands where the old or
$100,000. to their parents.
the town council Brown’s
notified.
restaurant had burned down. News
marked a “very spe- articles and photographs depicting the M o u n t a i n s i d e
Sunday, December 23, Javier
Saturday, December 22, three men
cial night,” accord- fire that destroyed the restaurant and school district were arrested in the Memorial Pool Mariscal-Sanchez, 28, of North
ing to Mayor Andy the efforts to construct the new one. would receive an parking lot on Scotch Plains Avenue. Plainfield was arrested on an outincrease
of Erik Jacobsen, 19, Gregory Ducore, standing warrant after being stopped
Skibitsky, as members of the council and town residents $148,000; Garwood’s aid would jump 20, and Benjamin Holt, 20, all of for a motor-vehicle violation. He was
bid farewell to current financial-com- up $112,000. Neighboring Cranford Westfield, were charged with posses- transported to police headquarters,
mittee chairman and First Ward Coun- would see an increase of $604,000 in sion of under 50 grams of suspected where he was processed and released
cilman Peter Echausse at his last offi- aid. Mountainside, Garwood and marijuana and possession of con- after posting bail.
cial council meeting after seven years Cranford’s increases would all be 20 trolled dangerous substance parapherSunday, December 23, Tonia Willpercent.
on the governing body.
nalia. All three were issued sum- iams, 28, of Halifax, N.C. was arBeth Budnick, Paul Peyton and monses and released.
On a more somber note, Gary
rested on an outstanding warrant.
Kehler, the legendary Westfield High Victoria McCabe compiled this rePolice said an officer responded to a
Garwood
School (WHS) football, wrestling and port.
Thursday, December 13, Patricia disturbance call on Country Club
golf coach, died on December 9 at
Boulevard and confronted Williams,
the age of 76 at Overlook Hospital in
at which time the warrant was discovSummit after four years of fighting
ered. Williams was transported to
stomach cancer. Mr. Kehler was “an
police headquarters, where she was
inspiration to us all,” WHS Athletic
processed and released after posting
Director Edward Tranchina said, and,
bail, police said.
above all, “a legend” in both athletics
Monday, December 24, Joseph
and persona, a unanimous statement
Vastola, 20, of Perth Amboy was aramong coaches and past players.
rested for allegedly driving while in“There’s an empty feeling without
toxicated (DWI). Vastola was stopped
him,” said one of Mr. Kehler’s former
for a motor-vehicle violation when
athletes, Owen Brand, who graduan officer smelled the odor of alcoated from WHS in 1977.
hol, police said. Vastola was transScotch Plains
ported to police headquarters, where
About a year after renovations to
he was processed and released on a
the township’s municipal building got
summons.
underway, and more than five months
after the initial expected completion
a picture’s worth a
date, Township Manager Thomas
Atkins said he hoped the $3.9-milthousand words.
lion project would be fully complete
within weeks and that the police delook back on the year at
Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
partment, which has been housed in a AND THE WINNER IS (October 4)…Sagar Pate, 9, of Fanwood won the first
goleader.com/photos
trailer since early this year, could round of the first annual ice-cream eating contest sponsored by the Double Dipper
move its operations back inside the Cafe in Fanwood. Sagar celebrates his victory with the Fanny Wood Day crowd.
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2007 Year In Review: Part 2 – July to September
Workers Face CO Poisoning, Voters Decide, Berry Entertains

David Samsky, Fred K. Lecomte and Ebony McQueen for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ROCK AND ROLL MUSIC(FEST) (September 20)...Chuck Berry displays some of his time-tested moves during his performance at Nomahegan Park in Cranford in mid-September. The musician appeared as part of Union County’s annual MusicFest
event. LOOKING BACK OVER TIME (November 29)…Sharing many great football memories on Thanksgiving Day are, left to right, former Raider football player Andrew Pavoni (Class of 2002), Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian Mahoney, retired
detective Carl Sicola, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School head football coach Len Zanowicz (1968) and SPFHS Athletic Director Robert Harmer. The game marked the last contest plaed on the Scotch Plains field before it was turfed. After the game,
football players were able to take home squares of the old field in styrofoam containers. RESCUE EFFORT (July 19)…A Channel 2 news helicopter circles above while Union County HazMat workers prepare to enter HomeCare America on South
Avenue in Westfield. Three contractors were overcome by carbon monoxide on July 11, while using a gasoline-driven power washer to remove mold in the basement of the building. Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) investigated
the incident to see if any workplace violations occurred.

JULY
was charged with stealing a 1989
Westfield
Oldsmobile Cutlass belonging to a
The second half of the year began Westfield resident from the southwith a close: the Westfield Municipal side NJ Transit parking lot in Westfield
Library closed its doors for renova- sometime during the day.
tions on June 30. On July 9, the
State Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
children’s section alone reopened; the (LD-21, Westfield) asked the state’s
rest of the library remained closed Board of Public Utilities (BPU) to
until its grand reopening on Decem- mediate a dispute about local-cableber 9.
channel access between local franThe Westfield Police Department chise Comcast and Verizon, which
investigated the drowning of a 6-year- began offering cable service.
old Brooklyn boy at the Manor Park
Garwood
Swim Club in Westfield. The boy,
The borough council unanimously
David Konig, was pronounced dead approved the $2.1-million James V.
after he was found face down in the Guerriero Memorial Field project for
club’s pool, located at 2 Laurel Place. the borough’s Little League field, loA fire broke out in a storage area in cated on Myrtle Avenue. The expected
the basement of
project will consist
the Westfield Post
of funding a new
Office at 3:20 p.m.
athletic field with
on July 7. The insynthetic turf, a
cident did not distown fieldhouse,
rupt local mail dewalking track,
liveries.
multipurpose field
We s t f i e l d
and other upgraded
firefighters, whose
recreational
headquarters is loamenities at the
cated two blocks
cost of $50.41 anfrom the post ofnually on a house
fice, arrived on the
assessed
at
scene within two
$100,000 for about
minutes and en20 years.
countered heavy
In addition, ofVictoria McCabe for The Leader/Times ficials confirmed
smoke and heat
GO ‘FOURTH’ (July
when they entered FIREWORKS
12)...A spectator watches Nomahegan that Superintenthe basement. Park’s annual fireworks display from dent of Schools
Westfield Deputy Union County College’s Cranford cam- Wilfred Murphy’s
Fire Chief David pus. The fireworks, delayed by rain on present medical
Kelly said the post the Fourth of July, went off on July 6. condition would
office’s basement
prevent him from
has no windows and only two access returning to his position for the 2007points – an emergency exit and a 2008 school year.
staircase leading to the only nonMountainside
emergency exit. Postal authorities
Two people were killed on Route
continued to investigate the fire.
22 East at the New Providence Road
In other news, an incident at exit in a double-fatality motor-veHomeCare America on South Av- hicle accident. The driver, 18-yearenue sent at least three men to the old Konstanti Potouridis of New
hospital with carbon-monoxide poi- Providence, and passenger, 20-yearsoning. The men worked at a South old Paul Carbone of Milburn, were
Avenue medical supply company. The riding in a 1994 Chevy Camaro goOccupational Safety and Health Ad- ing eastbound on Route 22 when
ministration (OSHA) launched an in- Potouridis lost control of the car, causvestigation into the incident.
ing it to spin out of control, go airA 36-year-old Westfield man faced borne and hit a utility pole.
multiple charges after allegedly stealScotch Plains
ing two motor vehicles and then beScotch Plains’ official website got
coming involved in accidents in a facelift, leading to a host of new and
Westfield and Garwood. According updated information for residents and
to Westfield Police Chief John site visitors to access, after an upParizeau, the man, Michael Okpych, grade overseen by City Connections,

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

TAKING THE HEAT (July 12)...Westfield firefighters, with support from neighboring towns, extinguished a July blaze in the basement of the Westfield Post Office.
Westfield Fire Department Captain Michael Brennan seeks fresh air and hopes for
a cooling breeze upon exiting the inferno. Lieutenant Anthony Tiller, right, provides
support along with letter carrier Travis Redd, background.
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LLC, which received $7,000 this year ship fees to not-for-profit fitness or- presence; a police sergeant said the 2008 Commerce Justice Science Apganizations. The new tax exemptions alligator is not a “significant threat to propriations Bill and would increase
to manage the revamped site.
Construction projects at Scotch reversed budget measures imposed in public safety” at this time. A week the efficiency and reliability of dayO c t o b e r later, the New Jersey Division of Fish to-day operations, as well as help the
Plains2006.
and Wildlife caught and took custody department during emergencies,
Fanwood
A man of the animal and sought a home for Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian
H i g h
matching it out of state.
School
Mahoney said.
the deMountainside
began in
The Scotch Plains Recreation Comscription
William J. Biunno, 71, of mission signed off on a plan to renopreparaof
the Mountainside was charged with steal- vate the Scotch Hills Country Club
tion for
“ M a d ing up to $28,000 from his church, building in order to create a senior
the 2007Hatter,” a Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catho- and community center.
2 0 0 8
r o b b e r lic Church in Mountainside. Officials
school
Residents and parents raised conw h o announced the charges following an cerns at a board of education meeting
year. The
struck 18 in-depth investigation headed by the about the Omni-Point application revarious
different Union County Prosecutor’s Office and ceived through Scotch Plains townprojects
banks in Detective Michael Jackson of the ship to build a cell-phone tower on
included
New Jer- Mountainside Police Department.
an expanthe Willow Grove Swim Club propsey and
Police accused Biunno of stealing erty, questioning the location’s proxsion of
accumu- from the church’s collection plate imity to McGinn Elementary School.
the senior
l a t e d during Sunday Mass, beginning in
parking
Fanwood
more than January 1995. Buinno is a longtime
lot and
Borough officials received word
$60,000, member of the church, serving as a from the state’s Department of Comthe addiwas found trustee, an usher and a choir member. munity Affairs that Fanwood would
tion of
after a
A fire caused extensive smoke and receive $325,000 in extraordinarys i d e w a l k s HATS OFF (July 26)...Union County and Morris County bank rob- water damage to a borough home at municipal-aid.
a r o u n d detectives and FBI agents apprehended James Madison, bery in 1203 Wyoming Drive. Police officers
Following the approval of extraorthe build- the alleged “hat bandit” bank robber, at his Maplewood U n i o n found Lena Amos, 77, downstairs in dinary aid, the borough council
ing, as home on July 23. Surveillence photos above show the T o w n - her home after a fire started in an adopted an $8.3-million municipal
well as “mad hatter” robbing various banks during a robbery s h i p . upstairs bedroom, police said.
budget, with nearly $4.6 million to be
Eileen
Additionally, defacement occurred supported by taxes, after a public
f u r t h e r spree that spanned 11 months.
W a l s h , on multiple borrenovahearing. The new
executive assistant prosecutor for ough-owned propertions to the girls’ locker room.
spending plan – up
Nearly 100 neighborhood residents Union County, confirmed that the sus- ties, including the
from $7.9 million
attended the zoning board of pect, James Madison, 50, of community pool and
last year – called for
adjustment’s July 12 meeting to de- Maplewood, was arrested after alleg- Deerfield Elemena 4.3-percent total
bate the construction a 120-foot high edly robbing a Bank of America in- tary School’s bathincrease in the tax
Omni-Point wireless communication side a shopping center on Route 22 room. During a
rate, which includes
council work sestower at Willow Grove Swim Club on West in Union Township.
municipal, school
AUGUST
sion, Mountainside
Roosevelt Avenue. Residents waited
and county taxes.
Westfield
council members
nearly four hours for the Omni-Point
Mayor Colleen
The town council unanimously ap- addressed the vanhearing to begin because five other
Mahr announced
applications were higher on the proved a $3.19-million special-bond dalism: “If you’re
Councilman Joseph
board’s agenda. By the time the Omni- ordinance to authorize improvements caught, you or your
Higgins’ resignaPoint hearing got underway at 11:20 to the Memorial Pool complex and family will pay for
tion from the govp.m., there was time for one witness awarded a contract to reconstruct the it,” said Mayor Rob- COLLECTION BASKET CASE erning body. Mr.
to appear. The discussion resumed in main and wading pools. Town Ad- ert Viglianti. “We (July 26)...Bill Biunno, former presi- Higgins said his deministrator Jim Gildea deemed the are not going to put dent of the Rotary Club of cision to resign was
September.
Mountainside, was charged with rob- “due to personal isMayor Martin Marks said officials undertaking, which officials projected up with it.”
bing up to $28,000 from Our Lady of sues unrelated to
Scotch Plains
from Scotch Plains, Fanwood and the would be completed in the pool’s offThe Scotch Plains Lourdes church. He is pictured above anything involving
board of education were “on the preci- season, “a very major project.”
The abandoned property at 121 and Fanwood librar- as he presented scholarships at a [his] role as a counpice of having something really good
in place” to alleviate the student park- Cacciola Place faced raccoon infes- ies received a state Rotary awards luncheon in June.
cilman or [his] paring problem at SPFHS. The plan in- tation for more than a year, neighbors grant of nearly $150,000 to look into ticipation in borough activities.”
cludes the ability to secure permits to said. The neighbors aired their griev- the feasibility of a joint library which
Borough Republican mayoral canpark on certain streets in both com- ances about the dilapidated state of would serve both communities. Offi- didate Patricia Lyndsey withdrew
munities for a limited number of stu- the abandoned property, which Jo- cials have been exploring the idea for from the race, according to Ted
seph Penyak Sr. had purchased in some time, with an eye toward better Trumpp, Republican municipal chairdents.
Residents living near Southside 2005, at the July 31 town council consolidating resources and improv- man for Fanwood.
Park expressed concern about the meeting before going to court on Au- ing services.
SEPTEMBER
Scotch
Plains
Recreation gust 8.
Rep. Mike Ferguson (R, New ProviWestfield
An alligator found refuge in dence) announced the House of RepCommission’s proposed renovations
Margaret Dolan stepped into
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
to the park at a commission meeting. Gregory’s Pond in Westfield, located resentatives’ approval of $80,000 in
Concerns included the addition of on Clark Street past the Brightwood federal funding aimed to improve
see additional regional and
lights, the number of parking spaces, Park intersection. The town adminis- communications equipment for the
installment of a playground and build- trator and Westfield Police Depart- Scotch Plains Police Department. The
government news on page 13
ings for bathrooms, storage and con- ment (WPD) confirmed the reptile’s funds come as part of the fiscal year
cessions.
Fanwood
The borough council decided to
put its Transfer of Development
Rights (TDR) program on hold while
exploring other alternatives for historic preservation, officials said.
The Fanwood Republican Committee named former Borough Police
Chief Anthony Parenti as one of its
two candidates for borough council
in the fall. He replaced Janek Anthony Skutnik, who withdrew his candidacy.
Area
The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders and the Township of
Berkeley Heights opposed a state Department of Transportation (DOT)
interchange project on Route 78 at
of Bill Jordan; courtesy of Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau
Diamond Hill Road. Scotch Plains GATOR-AID (August 23)…An estimated three-to-five foot juvenilecourtesy
alligator emerges from Gregory’s Pond in Westfield.
supported the project.
Bill Jordan, a resident of Mountainside and a realtor at Taylor and Love, received this picture from a neighbor and submitted
In other news, the New Jersey State it to The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. LATER, GATOR (August 30)…The New Jersey Division
Legislature voted to repeal the 7- of Fish and Wildlife on August 25 caught the two-and-a-half foot alligator living in Gregory’s Pond. The New Jersey
percent sales tax on municipal park- Department of Environmental Protection has custody of the animal and will look to find a home for it out of state. The Leader/
ing and facilities, as well as member- Times had broken the story on the alligator’s whereabouts a week earlier.
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Year in Review 2007: Part 2 – July to December

Susan Cook for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCORING DONATIONS (October 25)…Westfield neighbors gather to box up
soccer equipment to donate to a community in Zambia, Africa. The efforts of local
residents – including Billy Sickles and his family, Rebecca Sarkos and her family
and the Westfield Soccer Association – inspired donations of hundreds of soccer
cleats, shirts, shorts and balls. The Regenstreich family – whose son, Andrew, is in
Africa working at a refugee camp – started the drive after Andrew sent a letter
requesting some equipment.

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAYOR SPONGE BOB (October 11)…Mountainside Board of Education representative Gene Nagel, left, and Mayor Robert Vigliante do their best to ward off
attacks from wet sponges thrown by schoolchildren at the borough PTA’s annual
fair at Deerfield Elementary School. Other “good sports” included PTA President
Carolyn Williams and Chief School Administrator Richard O’Malley.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
crat William Populus, with 939 votes,
finished third and fourth, respectively,
tenant.
Mayor Martin Marks confirmed he in the race. Democrats will have a 5would run for the seat of the Seventh 1 majority on the council next year.
Mayor Colleen Mahr, a Democrat,
Congressional District in 2008 and
began interviewing various campaign ran unopposed and was re-elected to
professionals to assist him in what a second four-year term. This was the
could be a crowded Republican pri- first time in Fanwood’s history that a
mary field next June. Previously oc- mayor has run without opposition.
Ad ditionally,
cupying this
Mayor Mahr and
spot was Mike
the borough counFerguson, who
cil approved, on
announced he
second reading, a
would forego
bond ordinance
seeking a fifth
giving the borough
term in the
the authority to poseat.
tentially buy the
In addition,
Livingston-Wilbor
the council
property for $2
hired an archimillion. Located at
tect at a cost of
238 South Avenue,
$5,000 for prethe light-industrial
liminary plans
property was the
for the renovasite of a constructions to the fire
tion accident eardepartment’s
A
two buildings.
Courtesy of Tom Kranz lier this year.
BIG SPLASH (August 9)…The Fanwood firewall under conFanwood
F o r m e r Volunteer Fire Department’s new pumper struction at the StaFanwood Po- truck gets a traditional wetdown welcome tion Mews redevelduty from residents and firefighters opment project
lice Chief An- to
from Fanwood and neighboring towns.
next door colthony Parenti
lapsed onto the
was the top
vote-getter with1,026 votes, not in- Livingston-Wilbor building.
County
cluding absentee ballots. in a close
Democrats swept the freeholder and
borough council race on Election Day;
the Republican challenger took one sheriff positions for Union County.
of the two seats up for grabs on the Incumbent freeholders Bette Jane
currently all-Democratic governing Kowalski of Cranford, with 32,502
votes, and Dan Sullivan of Elizabeth,
body.
Incumbent Democrat Katherine with 32,121, along with Plainfield
Mitchell, with 978 votes, was victori- Councilman Rayland Van Blake, with
ous in her bid for a fourth council 30,604, emerged victorious. Ralph
term. Council terms run three years. Froehlich, with 36,278, returned to
Republican challenger Joel Stroz, the sheriff post he has held for 30
with 956 votes, and incumbent Demo- years. Democrats have held a 9-0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HOME-FIELD ADVANTAGE (September 13)...Above, the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School Raider football team breaks through a banner to take the
field for its season opener against the Malcolm X. Shabazz Bulldogs. The Raiders,
playing on their home field, defeated the Bulldogs 31-0. The team went on to a 74 season and advanced to the North Jersey Section 2, Group 3 semi-finals.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HAT IN THE RING…Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, pictured above at a
March Gateway Chamber of Commerce event, has announced his candidacy for
the 7th-district Congressional seat that current Rep. Mike Ferguson (R, New
Providence), has announced he will vacate at the end of his current term.

freeholder majority since 1998 and building in early 2008.
Additionally, Mr. Atkins anhave not lost a county race in 13
nounced that he will retire in 2008
years.
after 28 years of running the day-toArea
Republican State Senator Tom day operations of the municipal govKean, Jr. of Westfield, Republican ernment. “I just feel it’s time,” he told
Assemblymen Jon Bramnick of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
Westfield and Eric Munoz of Summit prior to informing the township counwon their re-election bids for their cil of his plans.
A fire broke out underneath the
District-21 seats. Incomplete results
showed Mr. Kean receiving 28,077 football-field bleachers at Scotch
votes, winning a second term and Plains-Fanwood High School
defeating Democrat Gina Genovese, (SPFHS) on the afternoon of Saturday, December 2,
a former Long
melting a hole
Hill township
through the alumimayor, who renum stands and
ceived 18,759
Susan Cook for The Westfield Leader and The Times
damaging an athvotes.
letic-equipment CHRISTMAS IN SEPTEMBER (September 19)…A Christmas-season commerMr. Bramnick
is shot at the Cosenza family’s Woodbrook Circle home in Westfield. The
storage container cial
won his third term
home was lit with lights and a large arrow of light mounted over the garage. A
and its contents.
with
25,714
slight dusting of snow dotted the roof. Stephanie Haberman – production manThe heat from the ager for @radical.media, the company shooting the spot – said a BMW car would
votes, while Mr.
fire also destroyed be filmed at another location. The crew also used a chimney at the Kushner
Munoz won a
the majority of the family’s home across the street for the spot.
fourth term with
contents of the con25,831 votes.
tainer. “I would say
They defeated
that a conservative
Democrats Bruce
Beth Budnick for The Leader/Times
Bergen of Spring- STOP! HAMMERTIME (December estimate is $40,000
field, who re- 6)…Mayor Andy Skibitsky presents worth of equipceived 16,751 Councilman Peter “The Hammer” ment. That’s not invotes,
and Echausse with a special parting gift to cluding damage to
reported that the motor vehicle she
Scotch Plains
Norman Albert of commemorate the end of Mr. Echausse’s the bleachers,” said
Saturday, December 22, a resident was operating was damaged while
Cranford, who seven years on the council. Mr. Echausse SPFHS track coach of Cooper Road reported that she had parked on the 800 block of Kimball
garnered 16,491 would “pound away at a problem until Jeff Koegel, esti- been receiving harassing phone calls Avenue. The glass mirror portion of
it was solved,” the mayor said.
mating the cost of at all hours of the night.
tallies.
the driver’s side rearview mirror was
the damages from
Incumbent
Sunday, December 23, Brian damaged.
Democratic State Senator Nicholas the fire.
Friday, December 21, three people
McGroary, 19, and Nicholas
Fanwood
Scutari of Linden and his District 22
Giannaci, 19, both of Scotch Plains, were arrested during a motor-vehicle
Prior to their monthly agenda meet- were arrested and charged with pos- stop at Rahway Avenue and Watterson
running mates, Assemblywoman
Linda Stender of Fanwood and As- ing, Mayor Colleen Mahr and the session of marijuana.
Street.
semblyman Jerry Green of Plainfield borough council held a one-item speDriver Paul Brown, 35, of Linden
An officer responded to a suspieasily won re-election over Republi- cial meeting, initially reviewing a cious vehicle parked on Greenbriar was arrested on a Jersey City criminal
cans Rose McConnell of North measure that would amend code regu- Lane. After speaking with the occu- warrant with $2,500 bail and a Roselle
Plainfield, the Senate candidate, and lations in the downtown redevelop- pants of the car, police said the of- Park traffic warrant with $750 bail.
Assembly
hopefuls
Bryan ment district to offer fine-arts instruc- ficer discovered marijuana. Brown was released on his own reDesRochers of Rahway and Robert tion, such as arts and crafts.
McGroary and Giannaci were trans- cognizance per Roselle Park and was
“(The) current code excludes ported to police headquarters, where turned over to the Jersey City Police
Gatto of North Plainfield.
Ms. Stender was elected to her schools and any sort of instruction (in they were processed and released, Department.
fourth two-year term in the New Jer- this district),” Borough Clerk Engi- police said.
Tanyis Irby, 32, of Elizabeth was
sey General Assembly. With all 176 neer Pryor said. “I think [fine arts
Sunday, December 23, a resident arrested as a New Jersey Wanted Perdistricts reporting results, Ms. Stender instruction] is a use that goes well of North Gate Drive reported that son (fugitive) and turned over to the
received 13,638 votes, while Mr. with that zone and with that build- someone broke the window of his Union County Sheriff’s Department.
Green captured 13,884. Their Re- ing.”
Khalifah Turner, 25, of Newark
vehicle, which was parked in front of
Cranford
publican challengers, Mr. Gatto and
was arrested on a Newark traffic warhis house.
During the November 6 general
Mr. DesRochers, garnered 8,238 and
Sunday, December 23, residents rant with $200 bail. She was released
election, about 65 percent of Cranford of Country Club Boulevard reported on her own recognizance per Newark
8,229 votes, respectively.
In other news, Union County Im- voters agreed to a non-binding ques- that an unknown vehicle was parked police.
provement Authority (UCIA) execu- tion on the ballot to have the township in front of their house. After police
Saturday, December 22, Beatrice
tive director Charlotte DeFilippo, committee undertake a study to con- investigated the vehicle, they dis- Bellamy, 39, of Newark was arrested
chairwoman of the Union County sider changing the form of govern- covered it had been stolen from on the 100 block of Windsor Avenue
Democratic Committee, was served ment to a direct popular election of Edison. The vehicle was towed to on a Newark traffic warrant with
with five subpoenas by the state At- mayor and making recommendations police headquarters and the owner $163 bail and a Millburn criminal
torney General’s Office, demanding based on the findings.
warrant, with $500 bail, and for posnotified.
Currently, the township has five
documents and other information
Sunday, December 23, Javier session of drug paraphernalia. She
about her public and private business committee members; the group each Mariscal-Sanchez, 28, of North received a summons for the Westfield
year chooses one to be mayor.
dealings.
Plainfield was arrested on an out- charge and was committed to the
Additionally, opponents of a pro- standing warrant after being stopped Union County jail on default of bail
Additionally, Rep. Mike Ferguson
(R-7, New Providence) announced posed 130-foot-high cell tower hired for a motor-vehicle violation. He was on the warrants.
that he would not seek a fifth term in an attorney to fight the proposal, transported to police headquarters,
Saturday, December 22, two 15the House of Representatives. Mr. which would be situated at the where he was processed and released year-old male juveniles from
Ferguson cited family obligations for Cranford Swim Club. Testimony on after posting bail.
Cranford were arrested and charged
the application, which the Union
his decision.
Sunday, December 23, Tonia Will- with criminal mischief for allegedly
In response to an ongoing conflict, County freeholder board also op- iams, 28, of Halifax, N.C. was ar- spray-painting graffiti on the walls
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Author- poses, continued Monday night at a rested on an outstanding warrant. of several buildings in Westfield’s
ity board voted to rescind a resolution special meeting of the Cranford Zon- Police said an officer responded to a central business district. They also
approving a request for proposal for ing Board of Adjustment.
disturbance call on Country Club allegedly damaged a fence. The pair
Area
professional services related to exBoulevard and confronted Williams, were arrested near the north-side
Two inmates escaped from the at which time the warrant was discov- Westfield train station and released
amining privatization.
Union County jail in Elizabeth on ered. Williams was transported to to their parents.
DECEMBER
Saturday December 14 by removing police headquarters, where she was
Westfield
Saturday, December 22, three men
The recreation commission ap- two cinder blocks in a jail wall and processed and released after posting were arrested in the Memorial Pool
proved the spring 2008 field schedule then jumping 25 feet from a rooftop bail, police said.
parking lot on Scotch Plains Avenue.
at a meeting attended by representa- over a barbed wired fence, according
Monday, December 24, Joseph Erik Jacobsen, 19, Gregory Ducore,
tives from the Westfield Soccer Asso- to Union County Prosecutor Ted Vastola, 20, of Perth Amboy was ar- 20, and Benjamin Holt, 20, all of
ciation (WSA) to discuss cuts that Romankow.
rested for allegedly driving while in- Westfield, were charged with possesAccording to toxicated (DWI). Vastola was stopped sion of under 50 grams of suspected
had been made to
the prosecutor’s for a motor-vehicle violation when marijuana and possession of contheir field usage.
office,
Jose an officer smelled the odor of alco- trolled dangerous substance parapher“We had asked
Espinosa, 20, of hol, police said. Vastola was trans- nalia. All three were issued sumfor two nights and
Elizabeth and Otis ported to police headquarters, where monses and released.
now we have only
Blunt, 32, of Toms he was processed and released on a
received one. This
Garwood
River “apparently summons.
loss of a night durThursday, December 13, Patricia
jumped from a
ing the week will
Vanderveer, 22, of Iselin was arrested
Westfield
third floor roof.”
severely affect our
Tuesday, December 18, Bradford and charged with driving under the
In other news, Dickerson, 22, and Kevin Malazdra, influence (DUI) following an acciprogram,” said Bob
Governor Jon 22, both of North Plainfield, were dent in which she struck a number of
Clancy, WSA vice
Corzine unveiled arrested on North Avenue near 4th parked cars. Vanderveer also was
president.
a new school-aid Avenue and charged with possession charged with reckless driving and
The recreation
formula, under of under 50 grams of suspected mari- leaving the scene of an accident.
commission has
which Scotch juana and possession of drug parabeen working since
Authorities responded to a report
Plains-Fanwood phernalia. Both were issued sum- of an accident at South Avenue and
July to give equal
school district monses and released.
time with field conOak Street but said the vehicle had
would see a jump
straints to lacrosse,
Wednesday, December 19, left the scene. Police followed a trail
in state education Jonathan Debevoise, 23, of Westfield of antifreeze and other vehicle fluids
soccer, softball and
aid in 2008-2009 was arrested in Garwood on two out- several blocks before finding the unbaseball
this
of $451,000, or 10 standing traffic warrants, one from occupied vehicle six blocks away at
spring, said William Palatucci,
Clark with $89 bail and the other Rankin and Preston Avenues on the
Karen Clarkson for The Leader/Times percent, while
commission chair- YOU’RE A GOOD RESTAURANT, Westfield would from Garwood with $145 bail. He Cranford line.
CHARLIE BROWN’S (October see the minimum
man.
Upon further investigation police
was released after posting bail on
In other events, 18)…The new Scotch Plains Charlie hike of 2 percent, both warrants.
said they determined Vanderveer had
building stands where the old or
$100,000.
the town council Brown’s
Thursday, December 20, Luis A. struck five parked cars and several
restaurant had burned down. News
marked a “very spe- articles and photographs depicting the M o u n t a i n s i d e Acevedo, 20, of South Plainfield was street signs. Police called the Garwood
cial night,” accord- fire that destroyed the restaurant and school district arrested on South Avenue, East, and Rescue Squad due to what they deing to Mayor Andy the efforts to construct the new one. would receive an charged with possession of under 50 scribed as Vanderveer’s “highly inincrease
of grams of suspected marijuana and toxicated condition.” She was taken
Skibitsky, as members of the council and town residents $148,000; Garwood’s aid would jump possession of controlled-dangerous- to Rahway Hospital and is scheduled
bid farewell to current financial-com- up $112,000. Neighboring Cranford substance paraphernalia. The arrest to appear in Garwood Municipal
mittee chairman and First Ward Coun- would see an increase of $604,000 in occurred during an investigation fol- Court.
cilman Peter Echausse at his last offi- aid. Mountainside, Garwood and lowing a motor-vehicle stop.
Monday, December 24, Kenneth
cial council meeting after seven years Cranford’s increases would all be 20 Acevedo was released on his own Druckenmiller, 20, of Westfield,
percent.
on the governing body.
recognizance after being issued a David Markham, 21, and Scott
Beth Budnick, Paul Peyton and summons.
On a more somber note, Gary
Markham, 19, both of Garwood, were
Kehler, the legendary Westfield High Victoria McCabe compiled this reThursday, December 20, a resident arrested and charged with disorderly
School (WHS) football, wrestling and port.
of the 700 block of East Broad Street conduct for allegedly breaking and
golf coach, died on December 9 at
knocking over holiday decorations
the age of 76 at Overlook Hospital in
on the 400 block of Fourth Avenue.
Summit after four years of fighting
All were released pending charges in
stomach cancer. Mr. Kehler was “an
municipal court, police said. A hoinspiration to us all,” WHS Athletic
meowner reported the incident to
Director Edward Tranchina said, and,
police, who stopped the suspects’ car
above all, “a legend” in both athletics
on the 33rd block of Second Avenue.
and persona, a unanimous statement
Mountainside
among coaches and past players.
Tuesday, December 18, a Wood“There’s an empty feeling without
land Avenue resident reported findhim,” said one of Mr. Kehler’s former
ing scratch marks on the windshield
athletes, Owen Brand, who graduand rear glass of her 1990 Mercedes
ated from WHS in 1977.
Benz which was parked in the street
Scotch Plains
in front of her house. The amount of
About a year after renovations to
the damage was not known at this
the township’s municipal building got
time.
underway, and more than five months
after the initial expected completion
a picture’s worth a
date, Township Manager Thomas
Atkins said he hoped the $3.9-milthousand words.
lion project would be fully complete
within weeks and that the police delook back on the year at
Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
partment, which has been housed in a AND THE WINNER IS (October 4)…Sagar Pate, 9, of Fanwood won the first
goleader.com/photos
trailer since early this year, could round of the first annual ice-cream eating contest sponsored by the Double Dipper
move its operations back inside the Cafe in Fanwood. Sagar celebrates his victory with the Fanny Wood Day crowd.
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The borough’s board of education time to determine a new location for
announced it had not resolved con- the cell tower and draw up revised
tract negotiations with the teachers’ plans.
union. “We are there, along with 20
Fanwood
percent of the school districts in the
Former Democratic Councilman
state. We have worked really hard William Populus rejoined the council
for a year, and it takes time to resolve to fill the seat of Joseph Higgins who
all of our differences,” Board Presi- resigned for personal reasons.
dent John Perrin
OCTOBER
said.
Westfield
Ad d i t i o n a l l y,
The town counborough Chief
cil addressed inSchool Administersections in
trator Richard O’
need of improveMalley gave a prement from a
sentation of the
safety perspec2006-2007 school
tive, known as
year’s test results.
traffic hot spots,
The board’s top
by having traffic
goal last year for
consultant GorBeechwood
don Meth answer
Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
School, a pre-kinquestions from
WE WILL NEVER FORGET (September 13)…Westfield residents and officials dergarten to secresidents.
and emergency-services representatives attend the six-year anniversary cer- ond-grade school,
The Westfield
Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
emony of the terrorists’ attacks on the World Trade Center, the Pentagon and called for 85 perplanning board QUICK RESPONSE (October 18)...The Union County patrol unit of 10 officers
United Flight 93 that killed 14 area residents on September 11, 2001. The event
continued to hear demonstrates how the new response team will provide swift, lifesaving assistance
was held at Westfield’s 9/11 Memorial on North Avenue and East Broad Street. cent of students to
score a two or
Julie Marsella’s to local police in an emergency at a demonstration in Westfield on October 16.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
arts.
higher in science
application for a
The new positions were part of the on a teacher-desubdivision of 200
Willam Foley’s shoes as the superinCanterbury Lane
tendent of Westfield Public Schools district’s goals for 2007-2008 to “as- veloped perforKaren Clarkson for The Leader/Times
on September 1. Ms. Dolan, who has sess the effectiveness of the current mance assessment COLONIAL GREETINGS (October with the existing
been in education for 29 years, previ- administrative structure and and rubric. Stu- 4)...A colonial figure meets a young fan “ L i t t l e
ously served as the principal of strengthen the systems for recurring, dents met that at Union County’s annual Harvest Fes- Gatehouse.” The
Franklin Elementary School, assis- hiring, training, developing and re- goal, with 97 per- tival, held last Sunday at the Trailside case remained an
tant superintendent of human re- taining administrating staff,” officials cent scoring a two Nature and Science Center in ongoing issue and
Mountainside.
has yet to be resources for four years and then assis- said. The board approved about 10 or higher.
The second goal, also achieved, solved.
tant superintendent of curriculum, other appointments and personnel
compensation.
required 85 percent of both grades 1
Superintendent of Schools Margainstruction and programs.
Garwood
and 2 to score a four or higher in ret Dolan announced to the board of
The Federal Railroad AdministraThe borough received $250,000 in writing. Benchmark data proved that education that “all students have surtion approved Westfield’s quiet zone
at the railroad crossing on Rahway extraordinary aid from the state. The 87 percent of first graders and 86 passed state proficiency rates” as per
percent of second the results of state-mandated tests in
Avenue. Under a quiet
graders were able to mathematics and language arts that
zone, a train engineer is
demonstrate profi- students took last spring.
relieved of any obligaciency, officials
These annual assessments include
tion to sound a horn,
said.
GEPA (for eighth graders), HSPA
though he is permitted
Scotch Plains
(for 11th graders) and NJ ASK (for
to use his discretion if an
Students
re- grades 3 through 7).
animal or person is in
Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
turned to school to
Ms. Dolan reported that “for every
danger.
THE ROOF IS ON FIRE (August 9)…Firefighters on the roof of 1203 Wyoming
find
multiple single school, we surpassed school Drive in Mountainside try to contain a fire after rescuing a 77-year old woman
The board of educachanges: Ever- requirements.” This includes special- who was trapped inside.
tion discussed its goals
green
School education students, English-language
for the 2007-2008 school
placed new teach- learners and all other subgroups, the monthly bill. At the end of the year, RVSA’s possible privatization of the
year, including providthe fees are returned to the munici- operation, which is currently uners at the first, superintendent said.
ing classroom space for
third- and fourthWestfield Democrats and Republi- pality in local property-tax relief and dergoing a nearly $190-million upall students and updatgrade
levels; cans squared off at the 2007 Candi- towards a state fund for cable dis- grade.
ing district-wide emerMountainside
School One pur- dates Forum, with Democrats claim- counts to eligible senior citizens. The
gency preparedness proBorough teachers dressed in red
chased new litera- ing fiscal irresponsibility on the part new increase took effect on October
cedures.
shirts demanded that the board of
courtesy of Patricia Lee ture for its reading
of the current Republican-led council 29.
The BOE also anGarwood
education stop “dragging its feet on a
and an Republicans touting their records
nounced two new ap- ROCKY RACCOON(S) (August 2)...To the dismay of neighbors for program,
The borough council debated the new contract” at a board meeting.
pointments reflecting almost two years, raccoons, photographed above last year, enjoy their Brunner School be- on matters from over-development to
at the abandoned house in Westfield at 121 Cacciola Place. The gan a sign-lanRahway Valley Sewerage Authority’s Members of the Mountainside Edutraffic safety.
expanded responsibili- home
developer, Joseph Penyak Sr., had intended to demolish the house and
guage teaching
A new law caused franchise fees to (RVSA) vote in favor of reexamining cation Association waited, held a
ties for district adminis- rebuild. Other photos taken July 17 showed ongoing infestation.
program. Addition- rise to 4 percent for Comcast custom- privatization with members of the walk-out and then returned to address
trators. Anita O’Neal rethe board, while the board conducted
placed Ms. Dolan, now superinten- borough, which had requested ally, Park and Terrill Middle Schools ers, according to Comcast represen- public.
Anthony Gencarelli, an RVSA a first reading on 66 policies that
dent of schools, as the interim assis- $400,000, was initially rebuffed in its altered their daily schedules: every tative Charles Smith, who discussed
tant superintendent for curriculum application, but officials said that Wednesday will be an eight-period the rising fees with the town council. employee, addressed the council as lasted more than two hours.
Cranford
and instruction; Heather Rocco was denial was due to an error in calcula- school day, compared to the stan- The fee is added to each customer’s a private citizen in response to the
A standing-room-only crowd atdard seven-period day, with the added
appointed the interim supervisor for tions made by the state.
Mountainside
tended a Cranford planning-board
period serving as an advisory pekindergarten-to-grade-12 language
meeting, at which Cranford and
riod.
Westfield residents protested a proThe township council approved a
For All Your Business, Tax
posed 130-foot cell-phone tower at
liquor-license transfer from the owner
the Cranford Swim Club, a three-acre
of the former Club Malibu nightclub,
& Financial Needs
area bordering Westfield. Residents
thus ending years of legal and buvoiced concerns ranging from propreaucratic wrangling that will now
erty values to danger to wildlife, health
allow a dessert and coffee shop on
issues and aesthetics.
Park Avenue to open for business.
Scotch Plains
World Entertainment Group, which
The zoning board of adjustment
is opening the shop at 375 Park Avdenied Omnipoint Communications’
enue, will be the new owner of the
second request to extend the hearing
license, formerly owned by Rayric
on its application to place a wireless
Corp.
communication tower at Willow
The board of adjustment granted
Grove Swim Club.
Omnipoint’s request to adjourn the
Furthermore, the board voted 6-0
application’s hearing, which began at
to deny the extension request and
the board’s July 12 meeting with tesdismiss the application itself, due
timony from one witness. Given the
Beth Budnick for The Westfield Leader and The Times
existence of wetlands in the Willow ON POINTE (August 23)…A construction crew works on the site of the Pointe in to, among other reasons, the existGrove property’s vicinity, Omni- Garwood, which had its first move-in July 25. The Pointe is one of the new age- ence of wetlands at the proPoint’s consultants needed additional restricted housing developments on the North-South Avenue corridor.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500
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-posed construction site.
The township council expected to
award a $21,000 contract to an architectural firm to develop conceptual
designs for a new senior-citizen and
community center at Scotch Hills
Country Club. The new center would
cost about $3.6 million to construct.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District reported 39 cases of violence
during the 2006-2007 school year, an
increase from 29 incidents from the
2005-2006 school year, according to
Thomas Beese, director of special
services.
Nine months after an early-morning fire destroyed the landmark
Charlie Brown’s on North Avenue,
company and elected officials opened
the newly constructed 200-seat restaurant on the same location.
“It was a tragedy when we lost it in
January, and we are very happy that
we were able to rebuild it…and get it
open in October,” said Charlie
Brown’s chief executive officer
Russell D’Anton. “We are very happy

to get it back up and running.”
The township council approved a
$1.99-million bond ordinance to finance the development of a new artificial turf and lighted soccer field
behind the south-side firehouse. A
majority of the approximately 225
residents attending the council’s meeting at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School stood and applauded after the
vote, which followed more than an
hour of resident comments in favor of
the project.
Additionally, the Democratic incumbents and Republican challengers vying for the two three-year borough-council terms debated in a public forum.
Area
The family-owned “Topps” hamburger patties business closed after a
massive recall proved too costly for
the company to handle. Topps Meat
Company in Elizabeth was the
nation’s largest producer of frozen
beef, but the 67-year-old company
was wiped out by a recall of more
than 21 million pounds of meat that

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLOCKMEISTER (October 18)…Jack Panosh of Scotch Plains cares for the
1886 E. Howard town clock in Westfield in the tower of the First United Methodist
Church. With his care, the intricate mechanisms continue to provide accurate
time, making it one of only a few of its kind still operating.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VIEW FROM THE TOP (October 4)...Leader/Times photographer David Samsky
flies 1,000 feet above the Festifall street fair on September 30, capturing Westfield
and its visitors at the intersection of Broad and Elm Streets.

health officials said may have been
contaminated with E-coli bacteria.
The Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority voted 6-5 to begin the process
of reexamining privatizing operations
of the authority. The resolution authorized the publication of a request
for proposals from legal, engineering
and financial professionals for their
services related to privatization.
Following the RVSA decision, the
Cranford Township Committee requested that the township’s commissioner to the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority change his vote on the
resolution begin a professional review of privatization. Eventually,
James Murphy, the commissioner,
agreed to do what he could to effectively change his vote.
NOVEMBER
Westfield
The Republican slate swept all four
council races in Westfield, amassing
an aggregate of 4,348 votes to the
Horace Corbin and Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Democrats’ 2,916. By 9 p.m. on elec- POTTER PEOPLE (August 2)...Harry Potter, otherwise known as Martin Sweeney of Scotch Plains, participates in the
tion night, with all precincts unoffi- Westfield 5K Run on July 25. MISCHIEF MANAGED (July 26)…Beth Budnick of Westfield, dressed as Hogwarts
cially reporting tallies, the throng at Headmaster Albus Dumbledore, celebrates after winning the raffle to be the first Muggle to receive “Harry Potter and the
the James Ward Mansion cheered as Deathly Hallows” at Westfield’s Town Book Store at midnight on July 20. Earlier in the evening, her Dumbledore outfit won
Republicans Frank Arena, Jo Ann the book store’s costume contest.
Neylan, Mark Ciarrocca and James Cranford in offering the service. Ada letter sent 15 months ago to Mr.
Garwood
Foerst were declared victors. The ditionally, Westfield is considering
Republican Anthony Sytko and Atkins complaining about conditions
sweep guarantees a 6-2 Republican- making use of a second channel, ac- Democrat Stephen Napolitano cap- at the department and the behavior
cording to the chairman of the local tured seats on the borough council of then-public works director Charles
controlled council through 2009.
Westfield High School nurse and communication advisory board.
over Republican Dennis Clark and Cerami.
Finance Policy Committee Chair- incumbent Council President Charles
Health Services Coordinator MargaIn other news, Mr. Atkins appointed
ret Teitelbaum addressed a “rumor man Peter Echausse reminded the Lombardo. Mr. Sytko, who nearly Kevin Ward as the new director of
town council that won a council seat three years ago, public works in Scotch Plains. Mr.
going around”
historically the received 544 votes, while newcomer Ward began his duties on Nov. 19. He
that a student had
town has agreed to Mr. Napolitano garnered 475 tallies, succeededMr. Cerami, who resigned
been diagnosed
make an on-street beating out Mr. Clark by eight and five months ago after being indicted
with MRSA, (memeter
parking assuring a 5-1 Democratic-controlled last December in Hunterdon County
thicillin/oxacillin
gratis for a period council. Mr. Lombardo received the for allegedly keeping more than $200
r e s i s t a n t
of three to four least votes, with 421.
staphlococcus
from scrap-metal sales during his tenweeks at the end of
aureus), a deadly
ure as public works director in Clinton
Scotch Plains
the year.
antibiotic-resisA township public-works em- Township.
However, this ployee filed a lawsuit accusing towntant organism that
Additionally, a former Scotch Plains
year, the Westfield ship manager Thomas Atkins of tar- police officer filed a lawsuit against
killed a student in
Area Chamber of nishing his name and reputation, in- the township claiming he was retaliBrooklyn in OcCommerce and hibiting his First Amendment rights ated against by the denial of promotober, saying the
D o w n t o w n and denying him promotions. The tions, specifically the rank of lieuclaim was false.
Westfield Corpora- accusations were in connection with
“No student
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
tion jointly prothat I know of, at
posed to reduce the
this time, has it.
plan to two weeks
There have been
but, with the
no documented
council’s consent,
cases at this time,”
Greg Ryan for The Leader/Times “open up” the proMs. Teitelbaum
A HOT ACT (August 30)…Magician gram to include
said.
on-street
Westfield His- Ben Lipman performs a fire stunt for both
and adults during August 23’s
torical Society children
Scotch Plains Village Green concert meters and pay-station lots.
members and series at Augustine Park.
In response, Mr.
their families
saved carloads of books, identified Echausse said he had concerns with
by the society as “rare” and “collect- the plan, namely the police
able,” from being disposed of by the department’s ability to continually
Westfield Memorial Library. Library mark tires at two- and four-hour inDirector Philip Israel acknowledged tervals for on-street and pay-station
that errors were made in the case of parking, and an estimated $40,000
the dumping of historically signifi- loss of revenue.
Accordingly, the town recomcant books.
Verizon FIOS (fiber-optic service) mended honoring only free on-street
added Westfield’s TV-36 to its host of parking during the two weeks the
channels, making Westfield the third organizations proposed.
municipality to offer its local-access
channel on both FIOS and Comcast
cable, joining Somerville and
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Family and friends are invited to Sunrise of Westfield
for a Parkinson’s disease support group and discussion.
Join us to learn more and gain insight from others who
are managing this disease.
You will also have the opportunity to meet our team,
tour our community and learn about our innovative
care and services for families afflicted with Parkinson’s
disease.
Sunrise Assisted Living is committed to furthering the
knowledge of senior living topics through events and
seminars designed to help and inform seniors and their
caregivers.
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WESTFIELD
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Ani Kavafian and Carter Brey
invite you to experience the
joys of chamber music as it
was meant to be heard . . . good
friends playing together for
the excitement and love of it . . .
sharing great music with you
in an intimate setting.

#ATERING &ACILITY

Join Us for a Parkinson’s Support Group
at Sunrise of Westfield

28th SEASON

C
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ANI KAVAFIAN, violin

CARTER BREY, cello

EVENT DETAILS

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 2008

Parkinson’s Support Group

Special Guest Artists

Tuesday, January 8th and
Wednesday, February 13th
7:00pm

RSVP to 908-317-3030
Question and answer session
Light refreshments
Handouts

SHERYL STAPLES, violin

JEREMY DENK, piano

GRIEG: Sonata for Violin
TCHAIKOVSKY: Piano Trio
MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH
600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.
WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL
756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.
`ÃÃ\ÊfÓx]ÊfÓÓÊvÀÊÃiÀÃ]Êf£äÊvÀÊÃÌÕ`iÌÃÊUÊ7iÃÌwi`ÊÞ\Ê-ÌÕ`iÌÃÊ£äÓ£ÊqÊf£

Sunrise of Westfield

908-317-3030

Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

CALL US AT 973.762.0108

www.mostlymusic.org
The next concert will be on Sunday, January 27, Mozart’s 252nd birthday

Page

4

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, January 3, 2008

The Westfield Leader

The Scotch Plains–Fanwood

Times

Since 1959
— Established 1890 —
Legal Newspaper for the Town of Westfield,
Legal Newspaper for the Borough of Fanwood
Boroughs of Mountainside and Garwood
And the Township of Scotch Plains
And the County of Union, NJ.
Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association
Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.
Paul Peyton
Horace R. Corbin
Fred K. Lecomte
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

PUBLISHER

MARKETING DIRECTOR

Suzette F. Stalker

David B. Corbin

Michael L. Bartiromo

COMMUNITY

ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

MARKETING PRODUCTION

Michael Pollack

Karen M. Hinds

Robert P. Connelly

EDUCATION & ARTS

OFFICE MANAGER

OPERATIONS & LEGALS

Victoria McCabe
TECHNOLOGY

Ben Corbin
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

SERVICES

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20

Residents Should Take the Money
Out of Municipal Politics and Vote
Citizens in Cranford and Union Township are seeking
to obtain the same freedoms that citizens enjoy in Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Garwood, Summit and
Mountainside – that of being able to elect their mayor.
The leaders in Cranford put it to a referendum this
November and the citizens embraced the idea. Presumably, the leaders in Cranford will implement the will of the
people by putting a question on next November’s ballot to
change to an elected mayor system. Recently, the citizens
of Berkeley Heights voted in a new system of government
whereby they now elect their mayor.
In contrast, the leaders of Union Township, the county’s
second largest municipality with a population of 56,000
and about 26,000 registered voters, seem bent on suppressing the people from changing the form of government to one where the general population elects their
mayor. Is this action from those in power due to fear of
losing control? Currently, the township council selects
the mayor.
This month, a Union Township citizens’ group, Citizens for a United Union (CUU), supplied 6,000 signatures on a petition for voting this February on a change in
form of government to include electing the mayor by
direct vote.
The chairman of the Democrat Party in Union Township, Joe Cryan, (also Assemblyman, Union County undersheriff and chair of the New Jersey State Democrat
Party) took the citizen petitioners for the referendum to
court, asking the judge to forestall the effort and challenged the political status of the group.
State Superior Court Judge Katherine Dupuis in Elizabeth issued an injunction against CUU for not following
ELEC (Election Law Enforcement Commission) laws.
The judge granted an injunction that will prevent the CUU
from spending money as a group until they file financial
disclosure forms with the state.
Additionally, the town clerk of Union two weeks ago
invalidated about 850 of the 6,000 signatures of the CUU
petition, thus resulting in it falling short of the 20 percent
of registered voters (5,200) required to force the referendum. The CUU is crying foul over this, pointing out that
the town clerk is the sister of Mr. Cryan.
The CUU was spurred into action initially by a group of
business owners over development proposals in downtown Union whereby land is to be seized by eminent
domain. The group charges that special interests of the

town officials and the Democrat Party are financially
involved in the development.
In the opinion of some, the party bosses of Union
Township have been in absolute power for too long (10
years); thus, the checks and balances do not exist. This
dispute is probably going back to court.
It’s curious to us how 6,000 people in Union Township
can mobilize in this petition effort, yet they don’t show up
at the polls to vote. Are there no alternative candidates
running in Union? One would think that those in power
are not wise in opposing 6,000 petitioners. Does this, one
way or the other, foretell the beginning of the end for the
current regime?
Another curious, perhaps disheartening fact, Westfield,
in a modest turnout, had more people voting (7,880) in
November than any other town in the county, although
Westfield (29,644 population, 19,000 registered voters) is
dwarfed in size compared to Elizabeth (126,000), Union
(56,000), Plainfield (47,829) and Linden (39,394).
To us, it’s astonishing that Elizabeth has only 32 percent of the population registered to vote yet only 5 percent
of the population voted. Plainfield has only 38 percent of
the population registered to vote but only 8 percent voted.
In most other county towns, two-thirds of the population
is registered to vote.
We’re not sure what came first – the chicken or the egg.
But, the numbers seem to show that citizens are better off
in towns with the higher voter turnout.
We agree with Mr. Cryan as he lamented on television
Election Night about the poor voter turnout in the state.
Our suggestion is, since he and others have more than
sufficient political power, and since they control matters
handily, they can afford to become statesmen and let the
people vote in Union Township to have an elected mayor.
Perhaps the citizens of Union (and other municipalities), as long as they’re going to all this trouble with
petitions and referendums to change the form of government, should do what Westfield does – limit the salary of
elected officials to $1 per year. One might say that mayor
and councilpersons are only getting $4,500 per year now
and what’s the big deal? At $4,500 per year, elected
officials become locked into the lucrative state pension
system – that’s the big deal.
Take the money out of municipal politics. Then those
serving would be individuals more likely dedicated to the
interests of the citizens than to a brass ring.

Reorganization Meetings Set Stage
For New Year With Fresh Faces
As the New Year begins, so does the reorganizing our
local governments. From new planning and zoning board
members to new volunteers on local recreation commissions, there will be a number of appointments filled by
local mayors and town councils. Town attorneys, municipal prosecutors, public defenders, engineers, labor attorneys, auditors as well as official newspapers for legal
advertising are also voted on at these meetings.
We will publish the appointments in our Thursday,
January 10 issue as well as accounts of the reorganization
meetings and annual addresses of mayors Andy Skibitsky
of Westfield, Martin Marks of Scotch Plains, Colleen
Mahr of Fanwood, Robert Viglianti of Mountainside and
Dennis McCarthy of Garwood.
These meetings set the stage for the New Year. We
expect to hear about another hard year ahead in municipal
budgets as well as about projects such as the Westfield
Memorial Pool, a community center at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, redevelopment in Fanwood and a countywide animal shelter. We expect to hear more about the
approach Scotch Plains will take in hiring a new town
manager to replace Tom Atkins, the only manager the
township has known since 1980.
In Westfield, appointments will be made on the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) where chairman David

Martone is stepping down. Also, Jubb Corbet has retired
as chairman of the town’s board of health after many years
of service. In Fanwood, Russell Wells and Phyllis Mirabella
are leaving the borough’s recreation commission.
New council members coming on board are Frank
Arena in Westfield replacing Peter Echausse, Anthony
Parenti in Fanwood replacing William Populus, Jeff Wass
in Mountainside replacing 25-year veteran councilman
Werner Schon and Stephen Napolitano and Anthony
Sytko in Garwood replacing Charles Lombardo and Victor DeFillippo.
In Union County, Freeholder Angel Estrada will take
the reins for 2008, as board chairman while Rayland Van
Blake will join the board replacing Adrian Mapp.
We wish our new officials a productive 2008 and thank
those who have served.
Reorganization meetings will be held at the municipal
buildings as follows: Tuesday, January 1 in Fanwood at
noon and Cranford at 1 p.m.; Wednesday, January 2 in
Scotch Plains at 8 p.m and Mountainside at 8 p.m.;
Tuesday, January 8 in Westfield and 8 p.m., and Sunday,
January 6 in Union County (Elizabeth) at 1 p.m. and
Garwood at 3 p.m.
We encourage you to attend these meetings to support
the newly elected and appointed officials.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

2007
GOVERNMENT
REFORM THOUGHTS
PART 2
Each week in 2007, the staff of the newspaper posted a government reform thought
on goleader.com. The following is Part 2, the list for the second half of 2007. Part 1
was published last week. We will start a new list for 2008 and the public is invited to
submit their thoughts online at goleader.com throughout the year.
July 5: After the general election in
October 11: Under the Federal TeleNovember, New Jersey Governor Jon
communications Act of 1996, telecomCorzine has a plan to sell public assets
munications utility 4Connections is ensuch as the New Jersey Turnpike to baltitled to the right of way to set up its fiberance the budget. The details of his scheme,
optic cables throughout municipalities,
called monetarization, are so esoteric that
such as Westfield and Mountainside. The
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. has filed a
company has made presentations at counFreedom of Information petition with the
cil meetings in those two municipalities
federal government in attempt to uncover
asking for permission to run cables, but
the details.
the towns are powerless to say “no.” We
The Governor has written language
need legislation at the state level that will
into this year’s budget that permits him to
give our local elected and appointed officommit expenditures of unlimited
cials the power to reject applications that
amounts for legal and financial fees to
do not serve the best interests of their
arrange the contracts for the sale. We
communities.
believe that a proposal of this scope should
October 18: The State of New Jersey
require voter approval in a statewide refis spending $10 million to send out rebate
erendum.
checks to homeowners and renters. ReWe question whether the New Jersey
bates should be handled as part of the
Constitution permits authorization of exNew Jersey State income tax. Rebate
penditures of unlimited amounts. We
checks are nothing more than a gimmick
question whether the state’s Constitution
to help reelect incumbent state legislapermits borrowing or sale of assets for the
tors. The two political parties should pay
purpose of meeting operating expenses.
the $10 million, not the taxpayers.
As such, is the Governor exceeding his
October 25: The Cranford Township
constitutional authority?
Committee told its Rahway Valley SewJuly 12: The government must act on
erage Authority representative to change
the illegal alien problem. Frequently, illehis affirmative vote to reexamine RVSA
gal aliens are hired off the street by conprivatization. At Garwood’s council meettractors and paid off the books. These
ing Garwood and Edison residents deworkers are eager to do almost anything,
cried Garwood Council President and
are given little training and can’t speak
RVSA
representative
Charles
the language. It can be a serious safety
Lombardo’s affirmative vote. The RVSA
problem for these workers as well as for
voted 6-5 to approve Rahway Commisthe general public.
sioner Peter Pelissier’s resolution to auJuly 19: It’s time for indicted state
thorize privatization-related requests for
Senators Sharpe James and Wayne Bryant
proposals. As Mr. Pelissier’s actions reto resign.
lated to his pension-collecting scandal
July 26: The “Hat Bandit” has been
and un-retirement from two official
caught and authorities discovered he had
Rahway position call his ethics into quesserved 18 years in jail for killing his
tion, we question his motives. We quesgirlfriend. Reports are that because he
tion the financial implications of
was using cocaine at the time of that
privatization. We applaud Commissioncrime, he was charged with aggravated
ers Joan Papen of Scotch Plains and Allen
assault instead of murder. Do we need
Chin of Westfield for their negative votes,
laws to keep killers off the streets?
and we implore other RVSA officials to
August 2: At its best, governments
seriously consider the potential ramificaprotect the citizens they serve. Governing
tions of privatization before moving forbodies and municipal offices purportedly
ward.
exist to fight for the best interests of
November 1: This week, all citizens
individuals in their communities. When
have the power to voice their reform
any resident finds him or herself in an
thoughts in the voters’ booth. We believe
unhealthy or unsafe environment, every
local residents and all New Jerseyans
arm of government should spring into
should use this power to send a message
action to seek those accountable and not
that our government leaders need to be
only demand, but also produce, a soluheld accountable for their actions and
tion.
shun partisan patronage. We hope that
August 9: Gov. Jon Corzine has said
citizens vote for candidates based on their
he supports giving towns more taxing
individual merits, not on the party label
power. Five bills in the legislation would
that accompanies their names on the balgive towns the authority to collect taxes
lot.
on real estate transactions. Why doesn’t
November 8: The New Jersey State
the state instead stop its money grabs such
Legislature must stop closing down in
as on municipal parking tickets if the state
election years. Legislators have not been
really wants to help towns?
in session since June; they return on NoAugust 16: Following 9/11 President
vember 8.
Bush created the Department of HomeNovember 15: All county agencies
land Security because the FBI and CIA
should have a webpage that is searchable
were not sharing critical intelligence infrom all major search engines. In reformation. Now we have found out that
searching the Union County Improvethree Newark college students were murment Authority (UCIA), we discovered
dered by an illegal immigrant who was
that most New Jersey counties, including
indicted on 31 counts of alleged sexual
Salem, have detailed webpages for their
assault of a child and nine counts from a
improvement authorities, but there is no
barroom fight he was involved in. Do we
website for the UCIA. The state directed
now need more laws to force law enforceour newspaper to the Union County
ment and immigration officials to comWatchdog Association’s website, which
municate and for federal, state and local
posts all UCIA meetings and minutes
agencies to share information? Why can’t
after filling out OPRA requests to obtain
our government use common sense?
them. This is not a good way to achieve
August 23: All governments should be
transparency in county government.
required to publish the agendas for public
November 22: Congressman Mike
meetings on their website to coincide
Ferguson has announced that he will not
with the 48-hour law to advertise public
seek a fifth term representing the Seventh
meetings. Agendas should also be reDistrict in Congress. While committee
leased to newspapers and to anyone who
people from both political parties will
request a copy. No agenda, no meeting.
ultimately decide who runs on the party
August 30: The state Department of
line in the June Primary, shouldn’t the
Community Affairs has awarded $17.7
residents of the district have a say in this
million in extraordinary municipal aid
important decision?
grants. Cranford, which requested $1.3
November 29: While Comcast and
million, was rejected, while Fanwood
Verizon have been wresting with how to
received $325,000. Cranford sustained
give all subscribers the ability to watch
significant damage in a flood earlier this
local-access channels, Scotch Plains has
year that will affect the township’s finantaken matters into its own hands and now
cial situation. That township deserved
offers streaming video of township counextraordinary aid money from the fiscal
cil meetings “on demand” on
crisis it suffered.
scotchplainsnj.com. Scotch Plains has
September 6: Other states require
proved that municipalities have the power
multiple forms of ID in order to vote. New
to do this. We hope other government
Jersey should copy this rule to ensure that
agencies - at the local, county and state
only legal citizens cast votes in elections.
levels - will follow their example.
September 13: The Delaware River
December 6: Scotch Plains Township
Joint Toll Bridge Commission has creManager Tom Atkins has announced his
ated the $90,000 position of assistant
retirement effective September 1. We bedirector of community affairs and aplieve township residents should have an
pointed Mercer County Democratic Chairopportunity to provide input on his sucman Richard McClelland to the post.
cessor, as has been the case with the
Government job openings, both newly
hiring of new superintendents and school
created and existing positions, must be
principals.
advertised to the general public both on
December 13: Salaries and benefits in
the state website and in high-circulated
New Jersey for local, county and state
state newspapers. Who else was intergovernment officials, employees, teachviewed for this position?
ers and commissions are out of control.
September 20: Rahway AdministraThey keep giving themselves raises betor Peter Pelissier, who also serves as
yond what the public can afford. Since
head of the city’s redevelopment agency,
they can’t control themselves, must salahas been ordered to repay $331,000 in
ries and benefits be put to the voters to
pension payments to the state. He retired
straighten out the mess?
from both posts but remained as a conDecember 20: New Jersey State govsultant with the redevelopment agency to
ernment released its controversial school
the tune of $294,000 over four years. He
aid numbers, but not the formula that
also is a member of the Rahway Valley
determines the amounts. The aid is proSewerage Authority, which services the
jected to increase 7 percent over last year.
readership area of The Westfield Leader
Efficient and successful school districts
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
like Westfield will be punished as it is to
and is considering privatizing the sewerreceive a 2 percent increase for the next
age treatment operation. Given this revthree years. Others will receive up to a 20
elation, we believe Mr. Pelissier should
percent increase. None of this makes any
resign from the RVSA. In addition, the
sense, particularly when the Governor
state’s dual-office holding ban on legislahas no funding for the $1-billion proposal
tors should be expanded to disallow a
and at a time when the state faces a $3.5non-elected or elected official from holdbillion budget gap and $80 billion in
ing two paid government positions.
unfunded pensions.
September 27: State and local government and local elected officials need to
Deadlines
address controversial issues now and not
General News - Friday 4pm
wait until after the November 6 General
Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Election. These include: at the state level,
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
Governor Jon Corzine’s Monetization
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
plan to lease or sell state assets such as the
New Jersey Turnpike, creating a new
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
formula to calculate school aid; in Union
County, whether to privatize the Rahway
To Reach Us
Valley Sewerage Authority’s sewerage
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
operations and, in Fanwood, whether to
move ahead with the Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) program.
October 4: Public hearings should take
Submittal Formats
place on the first reading of an ordinance,
Email Photos in color
not the second. Currently, governing bodEmail Ads as pdf files in color
ies vote on the second reading right after
Please spell & grammar check
a public hearing. Holding hearings earlier
www.goleader.com/help
would provide sufficient time for the
www.goleader.com/presskit
public’s comments to be considered in
www.goleader.com/classifieds
the final document.
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Killigrew – Cornish crow with red
feet and beak
2. Tumbeki – A kind of Persian tobacco
3. Deinous – Arrogant; haughty
4. Strabismus – Cross-eyed
PLESSOR
1. A large basket; a wicker basket for
carrying loads
2. A small hammer with a soft head
3. A roof prop used in a coal mine
4. A sharp spear used in harpooning sea
turtles
PLEURENCHYMA
1. The cellular tissue which is the chief
constituent of wood
2. In botany and zoology, having very
small crevices or cracks
3. A surplus in supplies, materials, etc.
4. In botany, having a sticky, moist
surface
DELENDA
1. An astringent or repellent
2. Uselessness; of little or no value
3. Things to be blotted out or erased
4. Untidy or dirty
TYLARUS
1. A freckle or freckly condition of the
skin
2. The hip or hip joint
3. A drink resembling mead, composed
of wine and honey, drunk by the ancient
Greeks
4. One of the callous pads on the underside of the toes of birds

Texan, WHS’61 Salutes
Johnson’s ‘Devil’s Den’
To Bruce Johnson: I sat down at the
computer awhile ago and decided to take
a look at The Westfield Leader. What a
shock to see Gary Kehler had died. I still
have fond memories of Coach Kehler as
our backfield coach in 1960. I know it was
a great loss to the Westfield athletic family.
I do look at The Leader every now and
then and really enjoy your “Devils Den.”
I think it’s my only connection to
Westfield anymore. I’ve been in the Houston, Texas area since 1976 and retired
from Exxon six years ago. I live in
Galveston about half the time and the
other half on a ranch in central Texas. We
are raising whitetail deer and axis deer on
the ranch mainly for hunting.
Three kids and five grandsons are all in
Texas. I’m starting to spend a good bit of
time attending grand kid activities. I did
talk with Scott Ellis last year. He sounded
like all was well and he is living in Sun
City, Arizona.
Keep up your good work with “The
Devils Den,” and if by some chance you
run across anybody that I would have
known, say Hi.
Dave Reitze, WHS ’61
Galveston, Tex.

Wychwood Residents:
Attend Board Meeting
After many months of lengthy testimony by many professional witnesses
supporting Julie Marsella’s application
to subdivide the Wychwood South
Gatehouse at 200 Canterbury Road, her
attorney declared their application complete at the December 3 planning board
meeting.
On behalf of the opponents to this
proposal, John Boyle then introduced
Dennis Hudacsko, an expert Union
County planner, who testified that this
application is deficient in applying for
proper variances and should not be approved. Due to the late hour, the planning
board asked him to return to their next
meeting, Wednesday, January 9 at 7:30
p.m. for further questions, after which,
other witnesses opposed to this application will address their concerns.
All interested residents who share these
concerns are urged to attend the January
9 planning board meeting.
Barbara and George Lewis
Westfield

Capital Punishment is
Morally, Ethically Wrong
Martin Marks may have a difference of
opinion when it comes to Assemblywoman Linda Stender’s vote to abolish
the death penalty in New Jersey, but his
faulty logic propped-up by his political
rhetoric fail to support his case. Mr. Marks
contends that one cannot conclude that
capital punishment is not a deterrent to
crime, because New Jersey has not had an
execution in decades.
One only needs to research data from
states that have been performing statesanctioned executions to conclude that
capital punishment is not a deterrent. One
may also wish to examine other variables
that factor into the prosecution of such
cases, such as race, socioeconomic status
and the ability to retain a capable lawyer,
the cost of death penalty cases vs. lifetime
imprisonment cases and even politics.
Does Mr. Marks really believe that
Governor Jon Corzine and the New Jersey State Legislature are “more concerned
about the rights of the most vicious of
predators rather than the most innocent
among us?” Moreover, the pejorative uses
of the term “liberal” and the disparaging
noun-as-adjective use of Democrat instead of the grammatically-correct Democratic portends to a divisiveness which is
all-too-common with politicians today.
We deserve a representative who is
inspirational, one who believes that capital punishment is morally and ethically
wrong, and that removing the name of the
United States from the list of countries
where most executions occur – China,
Iran, Saudi Arabia and the United States
– is just and noble.
Nancee Novak
Scotch Plains
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Rahway Administrator Mislead
Council About RVSA Commissioners

Their Last Chance To Be With Such
An Awesome Man, Coach Kehler

At the Tuesday, December 4 City of
Rahway pre-council meeting, business
administrator Peter Pelissier, who also is
a Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) Commissioner, reported to the
council regarding matters that took place
at an RVSA financial committee meeting.
In the council meeting, which was public and televised on Comcast Channel TV
34, Mr. Pelissier made grossly inaccurate
statements. He knowingly misrepresented
the truth, deliberately mislead the council
and the public, or has no ability to communicate basic concepts.
Mr. Pelissier said to the council that he
and RSVA Commissioner Mazarella, who
is also a Clark councilman and the director of the City of Rahway’s DPW (his
immediate supervisor is Mr. Pelissier)
“have been requesting the support of other
member municipalities to explore the finances and operation of the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority.” He goes on to
say that, “We were unable to obtain the
support from…” [he names seven other
municipalities and mentioned that there
might be one more]. He continued, “There
were actually several municipalities that
were actually aggressive in defeating proposals to ask for information as to how we
could reduce the costs of the operations of
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority.”
Does anyone really believe that there
are eight RVSA commissioners that have
absolutely no interest in saving the
ratepayers money? Cleary he is disparaging those commissioners and, just as importantly, insulting the intelligence of the
citizens of Rahway.
What he failed to include in his inaccurate statements and what, therefore, makes
his statements misleading, if not totally
untrue, are that he and Commissioner
Mazarella were proposing to continue
with pursuing privatization of the RVSA.
Professional consultants were already paid
in excess of $50,000 to determine if RVSA
can be privatized. Those same consultants indicated that this additional effort
will result in a cost to the ratepayers of
about $500,000 and that other commissioners and municipalities feel that it is
premature to proceed in this manner at
this time.
Their position [commissioners] is that
construction of the substantial upgrades
that are currently underway should be
completed and that the plant should be
operated by the existing staff for about
one year in order to provide a basis for a
cost comparison that can then be used in
the evaluation of any proposals submitted
by privatization firms. To the best of my

knowledge, not one commissioner has
ever publicly stated that they are unequivocally against privatization and that
this process should not be considered at
all.
Business Administrator Pelissier, also
made blatantly incorrect statements about
the RVSA’s budgeting process and operation of the facilities. If he doesn’t
know the correct information, he either
isn’t paying attention or can’t comprehend basic concepts and facts.
It is my opinion that he needs to be
removed immediately from the RVSA
Board in order to protect the interests of
the ratepayers of 11 communities, which
includes one in Middlesex County
(Woodbridge).
Mr. Pelissier has repeatedly stated that
the RVSA looks at last year’s budget and
tags on an escalation factor. He has been
critical in stating that RVSA should be
applying an escalation factor to the monies expended during the previous budget
year, not to the budget. Mr. Pelissier has
been told on numerous occasions that the
budget is determined by estimating
amounts needed for the various line items
based on anticipated needs, and that past
budgets or expenditures are not considered in developing the various line item
budget amounts. This is proved out by the
backup information that is provided to the
finance committee, of which he is a member. It is substantiated by the fact that
almost half of the line items were decreased from last year’s budget.
The overall increase in the budget is
primarily due to energy costs that are
anticipated for the upgraded and expanded
treatment facilities. After the proposed
budget is prepared, it is then compared to
the previous year’s budget in order to
assist the commissioners in their understanding and evaluation of the proposed
budget. (The commissioners must approve the budget before it is adopted.)
One last point is that, in response to a
question by a Rahway councilwoman,
Mr. Pelissier advised that there are “less
then four” RVSA employees required to
run the treatment plant on weekends. The
truth is there are nine each day. These
statements were made in connection with
his criticism of how the authority is staffed.
At the conclusion of the Rahway precouncil meeting, several councilpersons
commended Mr. Pelissier on his fine work
and emphasized their trust in him. The
governing body of Rahway needs to either open its eyes and ears or stop drinking the city’s water.
Anthony Gencarelli
Edison

Wrong About Death Penalty, It’s Not
DEMs vs GOP in New Jersey
Marty Marks is the one who is out of
step with the residents of our district, the
people of New Jersey and the millions of
others in this country, including our fellow citizens in 13 other states, who have
put a stop to the death penalty.
In his shameless attempt to curry votes,
Mr. Marks tries to make voting to end the
practice of state-sponsored killing into a
choice between Democrats vs. Republicans, “Liberals vs. Conservatives.” Ending the death penalty in our state and
replacing it with life without parole did
not just come about solely because of
Assemblywoman Linda Stender’s courageous vote and Governor Corzine’s signing of the bill, but because 43 additional
members of the assembly and 21 state
senators took that historical step together,
and those other members who voted to
abolish the death penalty were both Republican and Democrat.
Abolishing the death penalty in New
Jersey is an opportunity for our state to
show moral leadership in this country.
More killing, done in the name of the
state, will not bring a loved one back or
close the hole in a family’s heart. Participating in state killing done in our name as
citizens of this state would have demeaned
all of us, including those we would have
required to actually carry out an execution. Our representatives have made the
difficult but right decision to sentence the

broken people who have committed horrible crimes to prison for the rest of their
lives without the possibility of parole.
A sentence of life without parole is a
punishment that removes the worst offenders from our society permanently,
yet still protects those who might have
been wrongly convicted.
Steven Lee
Westfield

I want to share with Westfielders what
the class of 1977 did this past July for our
30th reunion. I was part of the reunion
committee this time and invited about
eight of our retired teachers and coaches.
I was so thrilled that our coach Kehler
came to our reunion. I also invited his son

Sadly, Relief from
Trenton Won’t Be Soon
KINDNESS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School friends gather at the home of
Samantha Grecco in Scotch Plains in December to provide donations to the
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia as a good friend had spent two years there
battling leukemia. The group raised $657 for research and treatment for children
battling life-threatening diseases.

Campaign Release, GOP Primary

Congress Candidate Marks Signs
Tax Reform Protection Pledge
SCOTCH PLAINS — Martin Marks,
Scotch Plains mayor and a candidate for
the Seventh Congressional seat, said he is
the first candidate to sign the Americans
for Tax Reform “Taxpayer Protection
Pledge” in the race to succeed retiring
Rep. Mike Ferguson.
Mr. Marks said, “Government has simply become too wasteful, too bloated and
too expensive. Signing this pledge shows
my willingness to return our government
and our Republican Party to its core values of fiscal discipline and keeping government spending in check. I believe
strongly in these principles and cannot
comprehend that my opponents have so
far refused to do the same and express
their support for taxpayers.”
Americans for Tax Reform (ATR) was
founded in 1985 by Grover Norquist at
the request of President Ronald Reagan.
Since 1986, ATR has sponsored the Taxpayer Protection Pledge, a written promise by legislators and candidates for office that commits them to oppose any
effort to increase federal and state taxes on

Report Details Student,
Staff Accomplishments
WESTFIELD – The Westfield public
school district’s 2006-2007 Annual Report, “The Measures of Success,” will be
mailed to every household in Westfield
the first week in January.
The brochure includes student and staff
accomplishments, test scores and other factual information about the school district.
It also contains an introduction by Superintendent of Schools Margaret Dolan,
who noted that, “Success is not the result
of an institution but of its people.”
She added, “Our volunteers, including
our board of education, our parents, town
leaders, community members, administrators, faculty and staff and, most importantly, our students, contribute to the accolades that are included in this annual
report.”
If anyone does not receive a copy of the
2006-2007 annual report in the mail by
January 4, contact the school/community
relations office at (908) 789-4463.

individuals and businesses. Hundreds of
elected officials at both the state and federal level have signed the pledge including
dozens of U.S. senators and the President.
Mr. Marks pledged “to the taxpayers of
the seventh district and to the American
people that [he will]: one, oppose any and
all efforts to increase the marginal income tax rate for individuals and/or businesses; and two, oppose any net reduction
or elimination of deductions and credits,
unless matched dollar for dollar by further reducing tax rates.”
He said State Senator Leonard Lance (RHunterdon), another candidate, has never
signed the state version of the no tax pledge
during his tenure in state government, and
has thus far “refused to sign the federal no
tax pledge.”
Another candidate, Kate Whitman (the
daughter of former Governor Christie
Whitman) “has also, to date, refused to
sign the ATR pledge,” Mr. Marks said.
Mr. Marks, calling himself the only
“proven” conservative Republican in the
race, said he would make fiscal and tax
policy a centerpiece of his campaign,
focusing on passing a balanced budget
amendment, reducing spending and “fixing the flawed AMT that is harming New
Jersey’s middle class.”
“It’s time to give voters a choice again
– a choice between insider and establishment Republicans who have lost their
way and those leaders who have not. I am
a Republican leader who hasn’t lost his
way on our party’s core values,” Mr.
Marks said.

Reid Joins Plainfield
City Council, 1st Ward
PLAINFIELD – William Reid was
appointed on December 5 as First Ward
Councilman to serve through to next
November to replace former councilman
Rayland Van Blake. Mr. Van Blake resigned upon being elected to the Union
County freeholder board in November.
Citizens will vote to fill the seat next
November. Mr. Reid resigned from the
Plainfield Municipal Utilities Authority
where he was a commissioner.

What do we call the Governor’s change
in school funding? Perhaps it’s an admission that the Garden State is in serious
trouble, and that unless our public servants actually start serving the public, our
troubles will continue to grow.
We have become living proof that high
taxes don’t redistribute income; they redistribute people. Recently the American
Legislative
Exchange
Council
(www.alec.org) released its economic
ranking of all 50 states. On a 1 to 50 scale,
with 50 being the worst, we take a commanding 43rd place. When given a choice,
people prefer to live and work and raise
their families in states with greater economic freedom. Since 1997, as people
gave up on us, New Jersey suffered a net
population loss of over 409,000. As hard
as it is to believe, people and businesses
actually do seek to improve their bottom
line. Is it any wonder then that we have
lost two apportioned seats in the House of
Representatives since 1970?
Governor, you and the party that you
represent control pretty much all organs
of government and can change this pitiful
picture. So take a page from JFK’s tax-cut
playbook. Make New Jersey an affordable place to live and work again. People
and businesses will decide that it again
makes sense to call New Jersey home.
Rob Kealey
Mays Landing

Glenn, his wife and the coach’s wife to
the evening event.
Do you know something? Coach Kehler
stayed almost the whole evening with us;
laughing, hugging and really enjoying
himself. Our class was one of his best
football years and I am so glad that I help
put this together. My classmates had their
last chance to be with such an awesome
man.
I am living in Sarasota, Florida. I just
heard about coach Kehler. My brother
sent me an e-mail about him. And as sad
as I am, I can’t help smiling, knowing that
on that certain evening, he really, really
enjoyed talking to Al Bobal (our retired
principal), Bob Petix (our then assistant
principal), Peter Lima (our baseball
coach), Carolyn Donner (our phys. ed.
teacher), Sally Vejnoska (our english
teacher) and William Hedden.
You know, going to Westfield High
School was not only fun but an honor. The
teachers there gave a lot of their time and
effort for us. They believed in what we
could do and pushed us when needed.
When it came to our football games, I
didn’t miss a home game, knowing full
well that the class of 1977 was going to
not only win but was coached by one of
the very best there is — and that was
Coach Kehler.
I sat next to him that night at our
reunion and told him that my classmates
and I will never, ever forget him, that he
is placed in our hearts forever. He hugged
me and said he felt the same way, for us.
I wanted to share this moment with you,
hoping you would put this in our Leader,
I just thought it would be nice.
Our 30th reunion — I don’t think anyone that night will ever forget their moment with coach.
Susan Darlington, WHS’ 77
Sarasota, Florida

Area Christmas Trees
Pickup and Disposal Rules
AREA — Westfield residents can dispose of Christmas trees deposited at the
Westfield Conservation Center on Lamberts Mill Lane with all decorations, lights
and wiring removed prior to dropping
them off at the center. Christmas trees are
not to be deposited in Tamaques Park.
Trees will not be picked up at curbsides
by the town.
The conservation center will be opened
Saturdays throughout January between
the 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. for Christmas tree
drop-offs.
In Scotch Plains, the Department of
Public Works (DPW) will begin Christmas tree pickup on Tuesday, January 15.
Trees should be placed at the curb with
all ornaments and tinsel removed. Trees
can also be dropped off at the DPW yard
on Plainfield Avenue anytime before
Thursday, January 31.

In Fanwood, Christmas trees will also
be picked up in Fanwood from January 2
to 25. Residents must place trees at
curbside by 7 a.m. on January 25 for the
last pickup.
Garland and wreaths will not be accepted.
Mountainside residents should place
Christmas trees at curbside beginning
Monday, January 7. Christmas trees will
be picked up through Wednesday, January 16. No wreaths will be accepted and
only one trip will be made per street. Any
missed pick-ups must be called into DPW
on Thursday, January 17 at (908) 2322409.
Christmas trees in Garwood will be
picked-up at curbside every Wednesday.
Christmas trees for the final pick-up must
be placed at the curb by 7 a.m. on January
31.

Garwood Dog Licenses
Due Month of January
GARWOOD — Dog Licenses are due
during the month of January in Garwood.
All dogs in the borough must be licensed.
To obtain or renew a license, visit the
municipal clerk’s office at 403 South
Avenue, Monday through Friday, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Proof of rabies vaccination
is required. The vaccine must cover the
first 10 months of the licensing year. Fees
for 2008 are $17.20 for spayed/neutered
dogs and $20.20 for nonspayed/
nonneutered dogs.
Dogs must be licensed by January 31,
and all unlicensed dogs are subject to
fines issued by the Garwood Police Department. Additionally, dogs licensed after January 31 will be charged a $5 late
fee. For more, call (908) 789-0710.

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC
Attorneys At Law

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001 • www.stahlesq.com

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net
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Community News

Herman ‘Gus’ Tjaden, 90, Train Buff;
Beloved Husband, Father, Grandfather

Professor to Describe Lives
Of Arab Emirates Women

Ross A. Lyle, 71, Was Former Teacher;
Retired Johnson & Johnson Executive
Ross Alexander Lyle, 71, of
Westfield passed away on Wednesday, December 26, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Fairlawn on March 17,
1936, he was raised in Paterson. He
also had lived in New York City before moving to Westfield in 1983.
Mr. Lyle was employed with
Johnson and Johnson in New
Brunswick for 26 years. He retired in
1992 as vice president of Human
Resources for Johnson and Johnson
Consumer Products.
Prior to joining Johnson and Johnson,
he taught for five years at DePaul Diocesan High School in Wayne. He was a
1957 graduate of Seton Hall University
in South Orange.
In 1959 Mr. Lyle was awarded a
degree in theology cum laude from
the Pontifical Gregorian University
in Rome, Italy while at the North

American College.
He had been active in various professional associations as well as the
United Way during his career. Mr.
Lyle also served on the board of the
Princeton Ballet.
Surviving are his son, Delando
Braxton and his wife, Nicole; two
sisters, Patricia Wheeler and Gail
Cortese; three grandchildren, Deon,
Kaela and Courtney Braxton, and 14
nieces and nephews.
A graveside service was held on
Saturday, December 29, at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in Totowa.
Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made either to the United Way or
the Princeton Ballet.

Phillip T. Newson, 72
Phillip T. Newson, 72, of
Williamsburg, Va., formerly of
Westfield, passed away on Tuesday,
December 25.
Born in Norton, Kan. to Paul T.
Newson and Leta Edson Newson, he
was a graduate of Oregon State University and served in the United States
Navy. He retired from Merck, Inc. in
1993 and relocated to Williamsburg
in 2005.
Surviving are his wife, Marguerite;
his daughter, Elizabeth of Randolph,
N.J.; his brother, Robert G. of
Puyallup, Wash.; his sister, Ann N.
Paseman of Nampa, Idaho and nieces
and nephews.
He was preceded in death by a son,
Paul E. Newson.
There will be no services at this
time, but a celebration of his life will
be held at a later date. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made to
the Heritage Humane Society of
Williamsburg, 430 Waller Mill Road,
Williamsburg, Va. 23185, or to the
Hospice House and Support Care of
Williamsburg, 4445 Powhatan Parkway, Williamsburg, Va. 23188.
Bucktrout of Williamsburg is in
charge of the arrangements.

Thomas Battaglia, 96, died on Tuesday, December 25, at his home in
Southern Shores, N.C.
Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he had
lived in Fanwood and then in Basking
Ridge before moving to Southern
Shores in 2005.
A veteran of World War II, Mr.
Battaglia had been a self-employed
milkman for many years prior to
retiring.
His wife, Etta Battaglia, predeceased him in 1994.
Surviving are his daughter,
Marianna Landrum, and her husband,
Jack, of Southern Shores; two grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
The funeral was held on Saturday,
December 29, from the Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass was then
offered at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Entombment followed at Saint
Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Doctors Without Borders, 333 7th Avenue, 2nd Floor,
New York, N.Y. 10001-5004
(www.doctorswithoutborders.org).
For more information or to express
condolences,
visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Thomas Battaglia, 96

Library Plans Non-Fiction Book Club
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library has begun a
non-fiction book club to meet one
Wednesday evening per month. Led
by a professional librarian, each session focuses on a recent work on
history, biography, social science,
politics or the environment.
The club’s next meeting will be on
January 9 at 7 p.m. Participants will
discuss “Marie Antoinette: the Journey” by Antonia Fraser. Meetings
are held in the library’s Community
Room. All programs at the library
are free and open to everyone.
Future selections will include
“Notes From a Small Island” by Bill
Bryson (February 20) and “American Sphinx” by Joseph Ellis (April
2). Book club members can pick up
a copy of each month’s book in advance at the library, located at 1927

Bartle Avenue.
The library also offers popular fiction book clubs, author talks and
book signings. Pre-registration is
required, as space is limited. For
information and to register, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or email library@scotlib.org.

Hiking Club Provides
Variety of Activities
AREA – The Union County Hiking Club offers a varied program of
hiking and bicycling activities, most
of which take place in central and
northern New Jersey.
Membership dues are $10 per year.
Guests are invited to try out the club
before joining. For a complimentary
schedule, interested individuals may
call (908) 527-4900.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100
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Herman F. “Gus” Tjaden, 90,
passed away on Friday, December
21, at his home in Jackson.
Born in Union, he had worked as a
lab technician at the Exxon Mobil
refinery in Linden, retiring after 43
years of service in 1980.
He served in the United States
Army during World War II and was
stationed at Fort Dix, N.J., where he
met his bride-to-be, Ludmila
Vladikin. They married on October
28, 1945 and resided for 56 years in
Scotch Plains, where they raised their
family.
Gus had a passion for model railroading and all things trains and had
been a member of the Model Railroad Club of Union since 1951. He
also was a member of the Westfield
Area Old Guard, where he enjoyed
playing bridge and performing with
the Merrymen.
His memberships additionally included the Clark chapter of the AARP
and the North Central Jersey Exxon
Annuitant Club.

Surviving are his wife of 62 years,
Ludmila Tjaden; his daughter and
son-in-law, Mary and Tom Gil of
Howell; a son, Peter Tjaden of Arlington, Va.; a daughter, Alexandra
Dzupinka of Augusta, N.J., and two
grandsons, George and Matthew.
Gus was predeceased by his parents, Herman and Augusta (Scholle)
Tjaden, and by his brother, Kenneth
Tjaden.
Funeral services were held on Friday, December 28, from the Fucillo
and Warren Funeral Home, 205 South
Main Street, Manville, N.J. 08835,
with the Reverend James Parsells
from Ss. Peter and Paul Orthodox
Church officiating. Gus was laid to
rest in Ss. Peter and Paul Orthodox
Cemetery in Hillsborough.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to The Salvation Army, P.O.
Box 3170, Union, N.J. 07083. To
send condolences to the family or to
sign an online guestbook, visit
www.fucilloandwarrenfuneralhome.com.
January 3, 2008

Arthur A. Lapine, 64, Lucent Manager;
Enjoyed Building Models and Sailing
Arthur A. Lapine, 64, of Westfield
passed away suddenly on Tuesday,
December 25, at Overlook Hospital
in Summit.
Born in Jersey City, he was raised
in Union City and lived in Westfield
since 1974.
As a teenager, he had worked for his
uncle John selling newspapers at
Carroll’s Corner at the Jersey Shore. He
then worked for his father delivering
oil. After joining the Army, he spent
several years in the National Guard.
Mr.
Lapine
worked
for
Addressograph-Multigraph building
machines, joined NewYork Telephone
as a cable splicer and duct selector and
followed that with various positions at
AT&T, AT&T Information Systems
and Lucent Technology before retiring from Lucent as a manager.
He was a member of American Legion Martin Wallberg Post No. 3 in
Westfield. His hobbies included building model boats and trains, playing
billiards and sailing. He also enjoyed

traveling with his wife and visiting
family and friends.
He was the devoted husband for 36
years of Grace Spano Lapine; the
beloved godfather of Sharon Glass,
Gregory Geis and twins Christopher
and Jonathan Geis, and the loving
uncle of Fred Geis. He also will be
deeply missed by his many friends
and extended family.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
held on Saturday, December 29, at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, contributions may
be made in his name to American
Legion Martin Wallberg Post No. 3,
1003 North Avenue, Westfield, N.J.
07090, to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, Box 50, Memphis, Tenn.
38101 or to St. Joseph’s Indian School,
Chamberlain, S.D. 57326.
January 3, 2008

Pastor to Look at Epiphany
From Middle Eastern View
CRANFORD – The Calvary
Lutheran Church, which has served
the Cranford-Westfield area and surrounding communities for 79 years,
will offer a first-hand look at the
Epiphany from a Middle Eastern perspective on Sunday, January 6.
Pastor David Grafton of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
who has dedicated his career to furthering Christian-Muslim relations,
will preach at the church’s 10 a.m.
worship service.
Now an associate professor for
graduate studies at the Lutheran
Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, Pastor Grafton recently returned from many years of work and
study in the Middle East.
While in Cairo, Egypt, he served as
the coordinator of graduate studies
and director of the Center for Middle
East Christianity, both at the Evangelical (Presbyterian) Theological
Seminary in Cairo. He also was an
adjunct lecturer in Islamic studies at
the Dar Comboni Institute for Arabic
and Islamic Studies in Cairo.
Pastor Grafton has lectured and
written on Islam, Middle East religion and society, and Christian-Muslim relations in Jordan, Lebanon,
Egypt and Sudan, as well as in England and the United States.
The public is invited to attend this

service of Holy Communion and to
meet Pastor Grafton at a potluck
brunch following worship. Advance
registration is not necessary for the
brunch, but guests are asked to bring
brunch-type food items to share.
One worship service will be held
on Epiphany, January 6, and there
will be no Sunday school classes that
day. For further information about
the Epiphany festivities or the church,
call (908) 276-2418.
Located at 108 Eastman Street in
Cranford, Calvary Lutheran Church
is a congregation of the New Jersey
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Historical Society will present “Women
of the United Arab Emirates: How
Their Lives Have Changed” on Friday, January 18.
The United Arab Emirates (UAE)
has moved from poverty to great wealth
in just a few decades due to its rich oil
reserves, and this wealth has impacted
the status of women in the society.
Women there now work in professional posts while still trying to maintain the traditions of their culture.
Guest speaker Tina Rodgers Lesher
will relate her experiences there to
the historical society. A professor of
journalism at William Paterson University, she was a Fulbright Scholar
at Zayed University in the UAE during the academic year 2006-2007.
Professor Lesher will use information gleaned from interviews of many
Emirati women to detail how life has
changed for the typical Muslim
woman in an oil-rich environment.
A Westfield resident for the last 30
years, Professor Lesher also is the
author of “Club ’43,” a book about 12
Westfield women born in 1943. She
holds a doctorate in English educa-

tion from Rutgers University.
The program will begin at 7:30
p.m. in the Community Room of the
Westfield Municipal Building at 425
East Broad Street. It is free and open
to the public. Light refreshments will
be served. For more details, contact
the Westfield Historical Society at
(908)
654-1794
or
info@westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

NEW ERA FOR WOMEN…Professor
Tina Lesher of Westfield is pictured
with three students at Zayed University
in Abu Dhabi during the academic year
2006-2007. Professor Lesher will address the Westfield Historical Society
on Friday, January 18, at 7:30 p.m.
about the recent changes in the lives of
Emirati women.

Gingerbread Open House
Attracts Over 200 Visitors
MOUNTAINSIDE – More than
200 guests attended the Gingerbread
Open House event on December 16 at
the Hetfield House in Mountainside.
Planned as an annual celebration, it
proved to be the most popular event
ever staged at the historic venue.
A tree adorned with all natural
ornaments graced the main room,
while gingerbread houses and themes
were featured throughout the home.
Jean Groszmann shared her elegant
gingerbread collection, which also
was on display, while Christoffer’s
gift and flower shop donated the
festive mantel arrangement.
Visitors of all ages enjoyed cookies, hot and cold cider and other
treats during the four-hour event. A
wood fire kept the house warm and
filled the kitchen with the scent of
mulled cider boiling over the hearth.
Woodwind ensemble music filled
the formal Victorian style rooms,
accompanied by a children’s choir
singing a medley of Christmas songs,
both from Deerfield School in
Mountainside. Joining them was a
string quartet, part of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts.
Mrs. Claus entertained the children with holiday stories and Santa
arrived by fire engine, accompanied
by borough employees volunteering
their time. Four girls and one mother

representing the Rake and Hoe Garden Club Juniors ran the tables and a
workshop.
“It’s a great way to start off the new
year and we owe thanks to so many,
including the Watts Foundation and the
Questers, whose grants helped us restore the kitchen fireplace,” said Scott
Daniels, Mountainside Historic Preservation Committee chairman. “In addition, we had help from many others.”

Labyrinth Walk on Tap
Sunday at Area Church
CRANFORD – The First Presbyterian Church of Cranford will sponsor a series of open labyrinth walks,
with the next one scheduled for Sunday, January 6. All walks will be held
in Bates Hall at the church, located at
11 Springfield Avenue.
Participants are invited to walk the
labyrinth anytime between 1 and 4
p.m., but are asked to begin their walk
by 3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks will
be held the first Sunday of every
month unless otherwise specified.
The 11-ringed pattern, painted on
canvas, is modeled after the 13thcentury labyrinth at Chartres Cathedral in France. For more information
on the labyrinth program or future
walks, call the church at (908) 2768440.

Hadassah to Host Talk
By Westfield Physician
WESTFIELD – Westfield
Hadassah will host a talk by life member Dr. Gloria Schrager of Westfield
on Monday, January 14, at noon at
Temple Emanu-El, located at 756 East
Broad Street in Westfield.
Dr. Schrager, who wrote a memoir
about her life, will discuss how she
combined marriage and motherhood
with being a physician. She also will
share the events and challenges that
shaped her life. A light lunch will be
served. For more information, call
Jeanne Goldstein at (908) 232-3308.

THE SPIRIT OF GIVING…The Home Life/Social Services Department of the
Woman’s Club of Westfield met at Cafe Vivace in Plainfield December 17 to
celebrate the Christmas holiday and to discuss the department’s ongoing projects.
Members recently completed their Cookie Project, sending 100 decorated containers filled with home-baked cookies to Runnells Specialized Hospital of Union
County in Berkeley Heights. They also gave donations to Ronald McDonald
House located at Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital in New Brunswick.
For more club information, call (908) 233-2339.

Hillside Cemetery

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729
www.hillsidecemetery.com
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead

N

ow Offering the New
Willow View Mausoleum,
A Unique Concept in
Memorial Properties.

B

eauty, Dignity & Peace
Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums
Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

Fairview Cemetery
Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ

908-232-0781

Begun in 1876 by William Gray and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.
Today, known by many simply as Gray’s, we continue to
provide the personal service that began with Mr. Gray,
whether it be for burial or cremation.
Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325
908-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707
908-276-0092

Charles J. Tombs
NJ Lic. Number 4006
Director
www.grayfuneralhomes.com
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Local Author to Give Talk
On Writing and Publishing
WESTFIELD – Lois Winston of
Westfield, an award-winning author
of humorous women’s fiction, romantic suspense and non-fiction works,
will visit the Westfield Memorial Library on Wednesday, January 9, at 7
p.m. She will share information about
the writing and publishing process
and speak about her romance novels.
Ms. Winston has been profiled
throughout New Jersey and has re-

Tickets Still Available
For My Fair Lady Trip

MR. AND MRS. GREGORY JOSEPH FREISEN
(She is the former Miss Elizabeth Catherine Keneally)

Miss Elizabeth C. Keneally
Marries Gregory J. Freisen
Miss Elizabeth Catherine Keneally,
the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Francis
Keneally of Warren, was married on
Friday, August 10, to Gregory Joseph
Freisen. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph Freisen of Westfield.
Monsignor Patrick Brown officiated the late afternoon ceremony at
St. James Roman Catholic Church in
Basking Ridge. A reception followed
at the Pleasantdale Chateau in West
Orange.
Given in marriage by her father,
the bride wore a strapless, white silk
mikado Ulla Maija gown with a custom made shrug, and both a cathedral and fingertip-length veil detailed
with a lace comb. She carried a bouquet of pale pink roses mixed with
antique green and pink hydrangea
wrapped in lace, along with her late
grandmother’s rosary.
Mrs. Kelly Roberts of Brooklyn,
N.Y., sister of the bride, was the matron of honor. The bridal attendants
included Mrs. Suzanne Keneally of
New Providence, sister-in-law of the
bride; Mrs. Ellen Nightingale of
Scotch Plains, sister of the bridegroom; Miss Tricia Johnson of New
York City and Miss Nicole Belz of
Germany, both cousins of the bride,
and Miss Cheryl Kulesz of Charlotte,
N.C. and Miss Jessica Gabriele of
New York City, friends of the bride.
All wore strapless silk faille espresso
tea-length dresses from J.Crew and
carried bouquets of jade roses and
antique green hydrangea.
Miss Emma Keneally of New Providence, the bride’s niece, and Miss
Gabriella Brothers of Bernardsville,
a cousin of the bride, were flower
girls. They wore matching tea-length
ivory satin dresses with a sage ribbon
around their waists. Justice Brilliant
of Healdsburg, Calif., a family friend
of the bride, was the ring bearer.
Christopher Freisen of Jersey City,
the bridegroom’s brother, and Phil
Orsini of Westfield, a friend of the
bridegroom, were co-best men. Serving as groomsmen were Christopher
Keneally of New Providence and Scott
Keneally of Healdsburg, Calif., both
brothers of the bride, and Eric
Schoenberg of New York City and
Ben Fraley of Denver, Colo., friends
of the bridegroom.
Anthony Blackmon of South Orange, cousin of the bride, and Peter
Maher of Westfield, uncle of the bride-

groom, did scripture readings. Ms.
Brigid Maher of Brooklyn, N.Y., aunt
of the bridegroom, read the Prayer of
the Faithful.
A 1998 graduate of the Oak Knoll
School in Summit, the bride received her Bachelor of Arts degree
in Elementary Education from
Villanova University in Villanova,
Pa. Since her graduation in 2002,
she has been employed by Cedar
Hill School in Basking Ridge and
currently teaches second grade. She
earned her Master of Arts degree in
Elementary Education in 2005 from
Marygrove College.
The bridegroom graduated from
Westfield High School in 1998 and
was awarded his Bachelor of Science
degree in Marketing from Miami
University in Oxford, Ohio in 2002.
He is employed as an insurance sales
representative with The Hartford,
based out of Florham Park.
The parents of the bridegroom
hosted the rehearsal dinner at Willie’s
Taverne in Far Hills the evening before the wedding.
Mrs. Ellen Albino and Mrs. Ellen
St. Clair, friends of the bridegroom’s
mother, hosted a shower on May 6 at
Mrs. Albino’s Westfield home. Mrs.
Mary Johnson, the bride’s aunt, hosted
a shower on June 14 at her New
Vernon home.
Following a wedding trip spent traveling throughout Italy, the couple resides in Basking Ridge.

F-SP Rotary to Hold
Annual Wine Tasting
FANWOOD – The FanwoodScotch Plains Rotary Club will
sponsor its sixth annual wine tasting event on Wednesday, January
16, at 7 p.m. at Giovanna’s restaurant, located at 1462 South Avenue
in Plainfield.
The cost is $65 per person. Checks
may be made payable to the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club and mailed to: FSP Rotary,
P.O. Box 426, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.
This year’s event will feature Spanish wines and renown wine expert
Tom Jackson. The dinner, lasting
approximately three hours, will consist of a three-course menu, with the
introduction of a new wine with each
course. A portion of the proceeds
will benefit local charities.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA is
sponsoring an Active Older Adult trip
on Thursday, March 20, to a matinee
performance of My Fair Lady at the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC) in Newark.
This trip is open to the public. The
bus will depart from the Lord & Taylor parking lot on North Avenue in
Westfield at noon and return at approximately 5 p.m.
The cost of the trip is $59 and
includes Grand Tier seating and transportation. A limited number of tickets are still available, so interested
individuals are encouraged to register as soon as possible at the FanwoodScotch Plains YMCA Member Service Desk at 1340 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains, or to call (908) 8898880 for more information.

Library to Commence
‘Thursdays In France’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will launch its
“Thursdays In France” series of events
with a French Cheese Tour on January 10 at 7:30 p.m. An expert from
Trader Joe’s in Westfield will speak
about the cheese-making regions of
France, offer participants a chance to
taste various cheeses, and discuss traditional and innovative food and beverage pairings.
This program will take place in the
library’s Community Room. Pre-registration is required, as space is limited. To register, call the library at
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or e-mail library@scotlib.org. All programs at the library are free and open
to everyone. The library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue.
Upcoming “Thursdays In France”
will include a talk on French painting
as well as a lecture and book signing.
Further details are available on the
library’s website, scotlib.org.

JCC Class to Combine
Bestseller and Mosaics
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will host a two-part program on consecutive Tuesdays, January 8 and 15, at 7 p.m. each night that
combines a book discussion and mosaics class into a single activity.
First, participants will discuss the
best-selling book “Broken For You”
by Stephanie Kallos. Then, just as
described in the book, “The Mad
Potter” will help attendees bring new
life to old china and collectibles by
breaking them into mosaic tiles and
creating something new but with a
sense of history.
Attendees are encouraged to bring
their own damaged family heirlooms,
but “The Mad Potter” will have plenty
on hand as well. The JCC of Central
New Jersey is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.
All are welcome to attend this class.
The cost is $80 for JCC members and
$90 for non-members. For more information, contact Michele Dreiblatt
at mdreiblatt@jccnj.org or (908) 8898800, extension no. 205. Information
also is available at jccnj.org.

ceived much recognition for works
from her first book, “Talk Gertie to
Me,” to her most recent title, “Love,
Lies and a Double Shot of Deception.”
The author covers such topics as
rejections, query letters, book proposals, secrets to a successful manuscript
and how to beat writer’s block. A
habitual writing contest winner, she
has been a finalist and won the Romance Writers of America chapter contest and the St. Martin’s Press Malice
Domestic contest for mysteries.
Winning the Dorchester Publishing American Title contest also won
her the publishing contract for her
debut novel, “Talk Gertie to Me.”
This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. The library is located at
550 East Broad Street in Westfield.
For more information about this program or to register, interested persons may call (908) 789-4090, extension no. 4140.
Information about library programs also is available on the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, or
people may stop by the library for a
copy of its quarterly newsletter.

AARP to Kick Off 2008
At January 7 Meeting
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter 4137 of the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP)
will hold its first meeting of the new
year on Monday, January 7, at the
Scotch Hills Country Club. The club
is located at Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.
During this meeting, Westfield Fire
Chief Daniel Kelly will speak on “Fire
Safety in Your Home,” especially at
this time of year. A social hour with
refreshments will follow the program.
According to Membership Chairman Vera Lucacovic, those members
who have not yet paid their dues may
do so at this meeting. Skeets Kuzmuk,
community services chairman, has
requested that members bring a nonperishable food item for the local
food pantry.
Additionally, if individuals have a
jewelry item or a small soft animal
they no longer want, they may be
donated as door prizes for the bingo
games held at Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County in Berkeley Heights.

Sue and Joe Boscia Celebrate
40th Wedding Anniversary
Sue and Joe Boscia of Westfield
celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary with a month-long trip to
Holland and Germany during September and October of 2007.
The latter country was special for
them, because that is where they were
married. Mrs. Boscia, the former Miss
Sue Cook, was a teacher in the Army
schools system in Augsburg, and Mr.
Boscia was an Infantry officer there
prior to going to Vietnam.
The couple actually had two weddings. In Germany, and most of Europe, a church wedding is not official
like it is in the United States. They
were first married by a German official, and shortly thereafter had their
Catholic Church wedding on June
17, 1967. Both sets of parents were
able to join them.
Mr. and Mrs. Boscia have been
back to Germany some half dozen
times and even took their three children on one trip, enabling them to
see where the couple had lived,
worked and were married.
On their anniversary trip the
Boscias spent a few days visiting
Dutch friends, then went to
Oktoberfest in Munich, Germany.
There they met longtime friends who
were stationed with them in Ger-

many. After a stop in Augsburg,
where they had been married, the
couple explored the Rhine and Mosel
valleys, the Black Forest and Mainz,
the home of Johann Gutenberg, the
inventor of movable type whose
Bible is believed to be the first book
printed with such type.
Their family includes daughter
Anne Marie Parys and her husband,
Steve, of Pittsburgh, Pa., United
States Army Major Joseph W. “JB”
Boscia of Westfield, currently stationed in Iraq, and his wife, Nancy,
and Anthony Boscia of Manhattan,
Kan. The Boscias also have two
grandchildren, Alexis Boscia, 8, and
Joseph “Will” Boscia, 5.

Caregivers Group Sets
Monday Night Meeting
WESTFIELD – A support group for
those caring for elderly or chronically
ill loved ones will meet on Monday,
January 7, at 8 p.m. in the parish center
of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.
Meetings are held on the first nonholiday Monday of each month. These
are information and sharing sessions.
For more information, call Marilyn
Ryan at (908) 233-8757.
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2 Elm Street
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Ages 4 – 6
Boost
skills through FUN, small group reading
classes by the reading experts

Phonics–Word Recognition–Writing
Vocabulary–Comprehension
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Free Fitness all January
JCC of Central NJ

AN ENDURING LOVE…Sue and Joe Boscia of Westfield celebrated their 40th
wedding anniversary during a month-long trip to Holland and Germany in the
fall. The couple, married in Germany on June 17, 1967, is pictured above during
Oktoberfest festivities in Munich. They also visited friends and went sightseeing.
Mr. and Mrs. Boscia have three children and two grandchildren.

Initial screening and eight classes-$320
Begins January 24th
Call Now! to set your child on the road to reading success!

Fancine M. Matthews, Ph.D. & Assoc.
143 Elmer Street, Westfield
(908) 232-8920

Westfield Memorial Library
Presents

The community is invited to enjoy free
access to a unique fitness facility all
January long.
Jumpstart your New Year’s resolutions with
workouts in the welcoming fitness center,
fitness classes, aqua-fitness classes, and
laps in the pool. We will help you get
started with fitness orientations and
beginner classes.
Everything is free. JCC membership is not
required. Hurry. February is almost here!
For your free pass mention this ad and contact Marla
Itzkin, Membership Director at mitzkin@jccnj.org or ext. 236. Visit
www.jccnj.org for fitness orientation and class schedules.
Wilf Jewish Community Campus
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
908-889-8800 • www.jccnj.org

The JCC of Central NJ is a constituent agency of the United Way and the Jewish Federation of Central NJ. Financial assistance is available for membership and various programs.

Award-winning author and Westfield resident

LOIS WINSTON

Wednesday, January 9
7:00 pm
Award-winning author and Westfield resident, Lois
Winston, is scheduled to visit the Library to share
information about the writing and publishing process
and to speak about her romance novels.
Author of:
Talk Gertie to Me
Love, Lies and a Double Shot of Deception
This program is open to Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders.
For more information about this program or to register call 908-789-4090, ext. 4140.
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DOUGHER ROLLS IN 18 POINTS, MARONEY SCORES 7

SPF Raider Hoop Boys Level
Summit Hilltoppers, 57-28
two steals and Greg Zabel had four
points, including a 3-pointer, and two
assists. Chris Kehoe guided the
Hilltoppers with 18 points, including
9-of-9 from the stripe.
“We had to comeback today after
we had a game with J.P Stevens where
we just didn’t play even to half of the
ability we have. We could not make
foul shots, could not make regular

the type of team we think we can be.”
The Raider bench of Ishmael
Raymond (4 points. 4 rebounds, 2
Control of the boards, dogged desteals), Rob Zekunda (3 points, 4
fense, effectiveness with accurate
rebounds), Reggie Solomon (5 points.
passing and shooting earned the
3 assists, 2 steals), Justin Weeler (3
Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys basketpoints.), Brandon Boyd (2 points. 2
ball team a lopsided, 57-28, triumph
rebounds, 1 steal) and Melvin
over Summit for third place in the
Hanciles (2 points.) got plenty of
John “Butch” Kowal Tournament in
work and did an outstanding job.
Rahway on December 29.
“People went in and were doing their job. Zekunda gave us
good minutes rebounding and
playing good basketball the last
couple of games,” said coach
Doherty.
Lack of size and physical dominance certainly played a vital role
in the Hilltopper defeat. Summit
trailed 10-0 early on, then hung
with the Raiders in the first period
and trailed just 18-14 at the buzzer.
Supported by a full-court press
that created many turnovers and
total dominance under the glass,
the Raiders launched their effective offensive and defensive assault and went on a 10-4 tear in
the second quarter and extended
their lead to 28-18. Dougher
nailed two 3-pointers and finished
with 14 of his points in the half.
The Raiders got the drop on the
Hilltoppers in the third quarter,
outscoring them 16-6, then
wrapped up the game with a 13-4
run in the fourth quarter.
After the game, 6’5 Ishmael
said, “Coach told us we’re supposed to be a strong team right
Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A STATEMENT…Raider Lordly Okarter, established a strong presence from the beginning. Personally, I
against the Summit Hilltoppers. Okarter frayed the net with four points, had two assists have to bring rebounding and be
strong because this is a new conand made five rebounds.
ference for me.
Leading the Raider assault was se- shots. It was just an ugly, ugly game,” Summit
14 4 6 4 28
nior guard Bryan Dougher, who buck- said Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty. Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 18 10 16 13 57
eted 18 points, nailed two-3-pointers, “We’re still a little out of sync it
had two assists, pulled down five re- seems but we came out second half
See photos of Sports:
bounds and made five steals. Kevin and put them away. We did a better
Maroney knocked down seven points job with that so I’m happy with the
on www.goleader.com
in the third quarter, led in rebounds way we played.”
Westfield/E. Orange Basketball
As to the Raiders’ defense, Doherty
with six and swiped two basketballs.
SPF/Summit Boys Basketball
Dan DeCataldo (4 assists, 4 steals) said, “We want to be a good defensive
Westfield/St. Pete Prep Hoops
connected from down town and fin- team this year but we tend to have
Panther Invt’l Wrestling
ished with five points. Lordly Okarter lapses every now and then and that is
had four points, five rebounds and what we got to stop if we want to be
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DiIORIO SCORES SEASON-HIGH 34, PUSAR PUTS IN 12

Blue Devil Boys Rally in OT;
Set Back Tiger Cagers, 60-55
The Westfield High School boys’
basketball team endured some roaring from the South Plainfield Tigers
in regulation but roared louder in
overtime when junior Dave Pusar
netted two free throws with 55 seconds remaining to seal a 60-55, consolation game victory at the John
“Butch” Kowal Tournament in
Rahway on December 28.

Junior forward Tony DiIorio led
the Blue Devils with a season-high 34
points, including the game-tying
bucket to force overtime. He also
grabbed 11 rebounds and swiped two
basketballs. Pusar finished with 12
points and junior Mike Lessner scored
seven points. Pat Sabatino and Chris
Sheehan each contributed two points.
Senior Manny Mills, who added a
point, made a key steal and a key
rebound late in overtime. Mike Bur-

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

sion to construct a second story addition
contrary to Sections 11.08E6 and 12.04F2
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a side yard setback of 10 feet.
Proposed is 8.8 feet. Ordinance allows a
maximum coverage by above-ground
structures with a deck of 22%. Proposed is
25.3%.

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on January 14, 2008 in the Council Chambers in
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for variance(s) from the requirements of
the Westfield Land Use Ordinance.
Matthew & Janine Kennedy, 520 Salter
Place, Applicant seeks permission to construct first story and second story additions contrary to Sections 12.04F1 and
11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum building coverage of 20% or 1500 square feet. Present
is 19.2% or 1,440 square feet. Proposed is
20.3% or 1,520 square feet. Ordinance
requires a side yard setback of 10 feet.
Present is 6.08 feet. Proposed is 6.08 feet.
David & Lisa Bleich, 15 Normandy
Drive, Applicant seeks permission to construct a deck over 4 feet high contrary to
Sections 11.07E7 and 12.04F1 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a rear
yard setback of 35 feet. Present is 16.6
feet. Proposed is 9 feet. Ordinance allows
a maximum coverage by buildings and
above-ground structures of 20%. Present
is 19.2%. Proposed is 21.2%.
Ron & Julie Kropp, 642 Summit Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to construct a second story addition contrary to
Section 11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a side yard
setback of 10 feet. Present and proposed
is 7 feet.
David & Haili Crenshaw, 42 Fairhill
Road, Applicant seeks permission to construct a two story addition contrary to Section 11.05E6 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a side yard setback of
15 feet. Present and proposed is 12 feet.
Lee & Beth Hornstein, 23 Plymouth
Road, Applicant seeks permission to construct a third story addition contrary to
Section 11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a side yard
setback of 15 feet. Present and proposed
is 13.5 feet.
Roxanne Paylago, 516 Hillcrest Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to install an eight foot wooden fence along the
rear property line contrary to Sections
12.07D and 12.07E of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum fence
height of 6 feet. Proposed is 8 feet. Ordinance requires a setback of one foot for
each foot over 6 feet. Required setback is
2 feet. Present and proposed is 0 feet.
Joseph & Mary Beth Doherty, 1731
Florida Street, Applicant seeks permis-

Lisa and Adam Derman, 117 West,
Dudley Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to construct a single story addition
contrary to Section 12.04F of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum coverage by above ground structures of 20% or 2,310 square feet. Present
is 19.89% or 2,297.43 square feet. Proposed is 20.7% or 2,390 square feet.
Joseph & Lois E. Berger, 473 Otisco
Drive, Applicant seeks permission to construct a deck contrary Section 13.02C2 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a rear yard setback for decks of 25
feet. Proposed is 21.8 feet.
Noelle Koetje, 756 Clarence Street,
Applicant is seeking permission to retain a
patio in the side yard contrary to Section
13.02H1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a side yard setback for
patios of 5 feet. Present and proposed is +
6 feet.
Carol & Vincent Clyne, 101 Barchester
Way, Applicant seeks permission to construct a one story addition and a two story
addition contrary to Sections 11.05E7 and
11.05E8 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a rear yard setback of 40
feet. Present and proposed is + 17 feet.
Ordinance allows a maximum building
height of 35 feet. Proposed is 36.34 feet
Bernadette Murphy & David Johnson,
328 West Dudley Avenue, Applicant
seeks permission to construct first and
second floor additions and to install air
conditioning condensers on the side of the
house contrary to Sections 12.04F1 and
13.02H6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum coverage by
above-ground structures of 20%. Present
is 20.90%. Proposed is 21.66%. Ordinance requires a side yard setback for air
conditioning condensers of 5 feet. Present
is 7.5 feet. Proposed is 2.66 feet.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 1/3/08, The Leader
Fee: $108.63

ton led the 1-4 Tigers with 20 points
and Christian Cole finished with 15.
“I sensed early on that there is
nobody out there who is going to be
able to defend Tony DiIorio if he’s
going to be aggressive and tough. We
kept on giving him the ball, especially when it came to crunch time.
We just said, ‘Tony, you take over. It’s
your time to shine’,” said Westfield
Head Coach Kevin Everly. “Our guys
did a great job getting him the basketball, they delivered it; they did not
force things.”
The 2-3 Devils maintained a fast
tempo and gained a 15-13 advantage
in the opening quarter then DiIorio’s
penetration inside allowed them to
maintain a 25-24, halftime lead.
DiIorio netted 14 points, including
one from downtown, by the half.
Lessner sank five points, including
3-pointer, while Pusar hit 4-for-4
from the free throw stripe. Sabatino
came off the bench and contributed a
basket.
In the third quarter, the Tigers were
effective keeping the Blue Devils off
the glass and had successful drives by
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STICKING CLOSELY ON DEFENSE…Blue Devil Erin Miller, left, sticks closely to an East Orange Jaguar as she brings
the ball down court during the Plainfield Tournament. Westfield beat East Orange, 49-41, then defeated Franklin, 49-46.

HANDZA SINKS 16 POINTS, MILLER BUCKETS 13 PTS

Lady Blue Devils Hold Back
Jaguar Cagers’ Effort, 49-41
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior point guard Tara Handza
stepped up when senior Erin Miller
ran into foul trouble in the second
quarter and scored 11 of her teamhigh 16 points in the first half to lead
the Westfield High School girls basketball team to a 49-41 victory over
East Orange in the Plainfield Tournament on December 27.
Due to recent injuries to starters,
senior center Stephanie Slodyzcka
and junior Keri Pringle, and the potentially season-ending injury to
sophomore Diana Venezia, who had
201 rebounds last year, the 2-1 Blue
Devils had to juggle their starting
lineup. Senior point guard Gab
O’Leary moved inside to do the heavy
work under the board and Handza,
due to her club basketball experience, was an easy choice to shift to
point guard.
“We knew for a while that they
were going to be out. We analyzed
our plan. We all stepped it up. We
knew we could handle it,” said
Handza.
“They got a little nervous but Tara
stepped it up and started to take over
the game a little bit. But they all knew
what they had to do and played great
defense. That what kept us going,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Joe
Marino. “We know she (Handza) can
play the point, which is nice, and it is
going to open up a lot of different
looks for us with her up top and
Gabby down below.”
Despite some coordination difficulties, the Blue Devils took a 13-7
lead at the end of the first quarter.
Miller and Handza accounted for five
and four and points, respectively,
while Katie Ponce (4 total points) and
Ann Knisely (6 total points) each
added a two-pointer. Early in the second quarter, Miller drew her third
foul and had to take a seat but Handza,
who did not get a rest the entire game,
hit for seven points, including a 3pointer, as the Blue Devils grabbed a
27-14 lead at the half and Gab O’Leary
(6 points) helped the cause with her
scrappiness under the boards.
“I’m always ready to score. When
she left the game, I figured I needed to
step up and score but I really don’t
change my mindset. If I get the ball
and bring it down the court, sometimes I will pass it off,” Handza said.
“She’s aggressive and she is not
afraid to bang it up inside,” Marino
said of O’Leary.
Early in the third quarter, Jaguar
Shailah Johnson (8 points) hit a 3pointer but it appeared that the Blue
Devils would wrap up the game when

Karate N Motion
New Programs for 2008
Kick Start
Pre-K Academy
Tone & Sculpt your body
using a fusion of Latin &
International music!
• Aerobic/fitness interval training
• Mix of body sculpting
with easy to follow
dance steps.
Adults—Tues 8:30pm
Kids 10 —Mon/Tues/
Wed 3:30 10 wks

Kick start the Inner Athlet in your 3 & 4 year old!
• Learn Balance
• Learn discipline
• Self Control
• Confidence
• Games and Props
• Small groups
• Have Fun!
Wednesdays 4:30-5:15
10 Week Session $115.00

Karate N Motion
1006 South Ave –Westfield NJ 07090
(908) 232-6440
Www.karatenmotion.com

Handza and Charlotte O’Leary hit respective back-to-back 3-pointers and
Miller followed with a steal and rolled
in a lay-up to make the score 35-17.
But Anna-Rosa Pierre, who finished
with a game-high 20 points, led a 9-1
surge to bring the Jaguars to within 10
points entering the fourth quarter.
The Jaguars converted to a fouling
mode, which allowed the Blue Devils
to step to the line and hit seven of 14 free
throws in the fourth quarter. But in the
meantime, Pierre poured in six points

and Johnson banged a three to tighten
the score, 45-39, with 1:46 remaining.
Fortunately, Miller hit 2-for-2 from the
line and the O’Leary sisters each hit
one to relax the tightness.
“They got a little shaky. The other
team came down and hit a couple of
shots but the girls kept their composure and did what they had to do,”
said Marino. “They had to execute
and that’s what they did. Discipline!”
Westfield
East Orange

13 14 9 13
7 7 12 15

49
41

Devil Barnes Gets Second
At Panther Mat Tourney
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School junior John
Barnes placed second in the 125-lb
class at the Panther Invitational Wrestling Tournament in Roselle Park on
December 29. A strong Howell squad
took the team title with 173 points
and host Roselle Park claimed four
individual champions and placed second with 155.5 points.
Due to injuries, illness or apathy,
out of 14 weight classes, only three
Blue Devils were entered into the
tournament despite all the other teams
entering nearly full lineups. Joe
Panarese (130-lbs) and Sam
Reichbach (135-lbs) lost their firstround bids.
“Christmas break we took a huge
step back. We really lowered the bar
and set a new low for Westfield High
School wrestling,” said a very disappointed Blue Devil Head Coach Glen
Kurz. “Now we need to see if these
kids are going to pick it up and where
we are going to go from here. Some
are physically on vacation. Some are
mentally on vacation. We have 29 on
the roster. We had 13 practicing yesterday (December 28).”
Barnes, who did not take a vacation, advanced to the finals with a 126 decision over a formidable opponent, Evan Poole of West Milford.

Barnes had a pair of takedowns and a
reversal to take a 6-4 lead in the first
period then added an escape in the
second.
“I started out with a fireman’s
(takedown) then after that I just
worked until he got tired,” said Barnes.
On a few occasions, Poole attempted a barrel roll takedown but
Barnes warded off the attack and remained in control.
“I actually like when people do that
because I can catch them in a half
nelson,” said Barnes.
Both wrestlers were very active in
the third period when Poole pulled
off a reversal but Barnes quickly
turned the tables and put him on his
back, using a half nelson, for a threepoint nearfall to finalize the scoring.
“He threw the barrel roll. I threw
the half on him and flipped him over.
When I got the back points, I knew it
was over,” Barnes explained.
Both Barnes and Roselle Park Panther Craig Montgomery wrestled a
smart match in the title bout. After a
scoreless first period, Montgomery
earned an escape to carry a 1-0 lead
into the third period. Barnes needed
an escape for a tie but Montgomey
rode tightly and added a two-point tilt
late in the period to claim the title.
“John did a nice job. That could be
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Food and Fitness Facts™ Workshop:
Is Your New Year’s Resolution to Lose
Weight and Tone Your Body?
Then – Let’s Start with Your Belly!
The amount of belly fat directly correlates with body image and
increased health risks such as diabetes, heart disease, and hormonal
imbalance. Understand the role of exercise and nutrition in reversing
this trend. Come learn how to prepare and enjoy delicious snacks
and meals to target and reduce your belly. Food and fitness changes
can make a difference in the shape of your body.
Expert panel includes
x Nancy Lessner, MPA, MS Nutrition
x Chef Lisa Portnoff from Annie’s Gourmet Kitchen
x Marc Kanterman Fitness Coach and owner of Fitness Together

x Healthy Recipes and
Sampling
o Snacks
o Quick meals
o Foods to improve vitamin
intake

x Exercise plan and
demonstration to target your
belly
x Food strategies that help
reduce your middle

When:

January 10, 2008 or January 16, 2008
7:30-9:30 p.m.

Where:

Annie’s Gourmet Kitchen
235 Elmer Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

Cost:

$25 per person

Space is limited. Please RSVP to 908-789-0600 or
marckanterman@fitnesstogether.com
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Devil’s Den

If Bob Is the King,
Erin Is the Queen

Devil of the Week
John Barnes
Wrestling

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ADVANCING TO THE FINALS…Blue Devil John Barnes watches time run out
on the clock as he secures a 12-6 victory over Evan Poole of West Milford in the
125-lb semifinals.

Barnes Gets 2nd at Panther Tourney
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

the number one kid in the region right
now and we know we are right there
with him. All he had to do was get off
the bottom then it’s a completely different match. I know the kind of kid
John Barnes is. He is going to do
everything possible to make sure, next
time that he is going to get off the

bottom,” said coach Kurz.
In addition to Montgomery, Panthers Anthony Casselli (112), Russ
Benner (130) and Jorge Branco (145)
claimed titles – all were pictured in
the pre-season article in the December 20 issue of The Leader and The
Times.

D. Blair Corbin’
Corbin’ss
Blue Devils

Raiders

ane
Walk Down Memory L
Lane
December 23, 1999: A lifetime of
gymnastics experience was part of
what former Westfield High School
gymnastics Head Coach Ellen Kovac
had to offer. But, even more than that,
Kovac was a champion in her own
right and transferred that aura of perfection to her young gymnasts. From
1964-69, Kovac was the New Jersey
State All Around Champion, six consecutive years and became an Olympic qualifier. In 1968, she was ninth
All Around in the Women’s Collegiate Nationals and from 1967-79,
she was the National Sokol Women’s
All Around Champion.
In her 11 years as Head Coach,
Kovac transformed the Blue Devils
into a state powerhouse, finishing second with a 13-0 record. Kovac left the
Blue Devils, having won six straight
Union County titles and two straight
North 2 titles, while extending their
unbeaten dual meet streak to 22.

December 21, 1999: Another huge
crowd nearly packed the balcony at
the Westfield Y’s Wallace Pool, in
anticipation of the showdown between
Westfield, ranked No. 5 in the Gannett
Swim Rankings, and visiting
Shawnee, the state’s top-rated boys’
team. But it was the girls’ meet that
kept the nearly 400 fans on the edge
of their seats. While the Shawnee
boys were very impressive in posting
a 115-55 victory, the Blue Devil girls,
ranked No. 1 in the state by Gannett,
had to sweat things out a bit before
pulling away for a 100-86 win.
Divers Lindsay Guerrerio and
Ashley Flood placed second and third,
respectively, in their event. Ashley
Saul won the 100 fly. Jesse Coxson,
Chrissy Schwebel and Chrissy
Romano went 1-3-4 in the 500. Katie
Bartholomew brought the crowd to
its feet, rallying in the final few yards
for a victory in the 100 breaststroke.

2008

Erin Miller has come quite a ways as
a basketball player. From the precocious 13-year-old freshman who rarely
turned down an open (or, some would
say, an unopen) shot, she has developed
into a complete player, the best in WHS
girls history.
And a little after 1 o’clock this Saturday, it will be Miller Time at the WHS
gym when the multi-talented senior
becomes the school’s all-time leading
scorer, male or female.
After scoring 377 points as a freshman, 362 as a sophomore and a school
single-season record 495 points last year,
Miller came into her senior year with
1,234 points. That was a school record
for girls and just 95 short of the all-time
boys mark of 1,329 set by Bob King
from 1961-63. Miller scored 34 in the
season-opener, and followed with games
of 23, 13 and 25 putting her at … 1,329.
The 6-foot-11 King is currently living in Roanoke, Va. He is due for induction into the Westfield Athletic Hall of
Fame this November, but a serious illness could prevent him from attending.
He was a two-time All-state selection
on WHS teams that finished second in
Group 4 (1962), won a county championship (1963) and included other
standouts like Dick Myers and Bob
Felter.
When Miller, Gab O’Leary,
Stephanie Slodyczka and Danielle
Infantino (no longer playing) joined
the team as freshmen in 2004-05, WHS
was coming off an 0-21 season. With
the freshmen finishing 1-2-3-4 in scoring, the 2005 team improved to 9-13,
followed by records of 14-10 and 19-9,
tying the school record for wins in a
season. This year’s team is currently 31, with the lone loss being to
Willingboro, the alma mater of current
Maryland All-American Crystal
Langhorne. The wins have been quality
over Columbia, East Orange and
Franklin.
During that time, Miller has developed from a so-called mad bomber to
the owner of a well-rounded game that
still includes scoring, but also features
rebounding, tough defense and as a ball
handler who is just as happy to see a
teammate score.
“If I’m open I’ll shoot, but if I see
someone else open, I’ll look to them to
score,” she said.
With WHS’s big girls — Diana
Venezia (183 points, 201 rebounds),
Gabby Jakub (108 rebounds) and Kerri
Pringle (20 3-pointers, 118 rebounds)
— all unable to play due to serious
injuries (Pringle is the best bet to return), and with the hard-luck Slodyczka
battling injuries for the third straight

year, Miller and fellow co-captain
O’Leary have adjusted their games.
Junior Tara Handza has stepped up to
provide a major second scoring option
and solid court leadership. And Cyndil
Matthew, Charlotte O’Leary, Anne
Knisely and Katie Ponce have been
thrown into the fire and handled it well.
It would only be fitting Saturday if
Miller’s record-breaking basket came
off a pass from O’Leary, the school’s
all-time assist leader with 274 coming
into the season. The two are like Thelma
and Louise or Butch Cassidy and the
Sundance Kid. Go to a WHS football
game and they’re there, cheering. Boys
basketball? They’re there if they aren’t
playing. Boys soccer? Baseball?
They’re probably there, cheering.
“Gab and I met at a basketball camp
over the summer back in about fifth
grade and we’ve been best friends ever
since,” Miller said. “We are inseparable. I hang out with her almost every
day.”
Miller and O’Leary have probably
never heard of Bob Felter and Jerry
Richards, unless they are really devoted readers of the Devil’s Den. But
their play is remindful of the ’65
standouts who helped WHS win the
Union County Tournament. Felter was
the scorer and go-to guy, while Richards
was the team’s top defender, a solid ball
handler and an outstanding rebounder.
O’Leary, a three-year starting point
guard, has always been a top defender
and this year switched to power forward. In Friday night’s overtime victory over Franklin, while Miller was
delivering a 25-point gem, O’Leary was
cleaning the boards for 17 rebounds,
the fourth-best effort in WHS history.
But it is Miller the opponents know
they have to stop, or at least contain, to
beat WHS. And that has never been
easy. She certainly has athletic genes.
Erin is the grand-daughter of George
Miller (’36), captain of the ’36 WHS
team that went 18-3 under coach Joe
Freeman, and grand-niece of Chick
Miller (’44), an outstanding shortstop
at WHS and for the old Westfield Hawks.
“My dad (Ed) is the person who
sparked my interest in basketball. I
started very young, at camps, on an intown team and I was even the only girl
on an all-boys travel team,” Miller said.
“My dad coached most of those teams.
I played other sports … travel softball
and soccer up until ninth grade. But
they didn’t compare to the love I had for
basketball.”
Miller’s days at WHS have been quite
successful, filled with the highs and
lows that come with competitive sports.
Ironically, both the high and low points

of her career came last winter.
“The best moment was scoring my
1,000th point,” she said. “The low point
was definitely losing the county finals
in overtime against Scotch Plains.”
And now as the days wind down on
her four-year run, Miller can take a
little time to reflect on a memorable
career, one that’s far from over.
There is the county tournament,
which WHS has never won, and hopefully a deep run in the state tournament.
And there are some rugged regularseason games, including an appearance
in the New York-New Jersey Challenge
on Sunday, Jan. 13, at Kean University.
The Blue Devils will play Notre Dame
Academy of Staten Island at 1 p.m.
“I can’t explain how great it feels to
come from the underdogs to the top,”
Miller said, explaining the turnaround
at WHS during her four years. “We’ve
come so far as a team. But, of course,
there is always room for improvement.”
Imagine how cool it would be this
Saturday if all those football, soccer,
basketball and baseball guys who have
been supported and cheered on by Erin
Miller over the years, and all WHS fans
and all sports fans in general, packed
the stands at WHS to watch a very
special moment for a very special player.
It’s a chance to be part of history.
“It would be great if there’s a big
crowd … that would get me extra
pumped. Elizabeth is a really big game
for us,” she said. “There are always
some nerves when a lot of people are
watching, but that’s just more of a reason to play harder.”
TOP SCORERS UPDATE
Now is the perfect time, while discussing WHS’s all-time scoring leaders in basketball, to list the top 10.
Most points in a career (boys): Bob
King 1329, Bob Felter 1094, Mike
Venezia 1079, Boo Bowers 1002, John
Miles 971, Dan Deserio 951, Spud
Monroe 925, Tim Goski 901, Mike
Comandini 887, Jeff Suto 857.
Most points in a career (girls): Erin
Miller 1329+, Krissy Jeremiah 1169,
Liz McKeon 1017, Nancy Kasko 779,
Karin Morgan 777, Marcie Williams
730, Jackie Cusimano 729, Val Wright
663, Amy Williams 578, Claudia
Carnevale 533.
Most points in a game: King 43 vs.
Rahway in 1963; Debbie Lawyer 37 vs.
Roselle Park in 1974.
Most points in a season: King 641 in
1963; Miller 495 in 2007.
WHOOPS
Once again we made a “best of” list
and once again we left somebody very
deserving. In last week’s Den, we listed
the top three-sport athletes, male and

HAPPY NEW YEAR

female, in WHS history. An obvious
selection should have been Erin
Allebaugh (’93), a 10-letter-winner and
three-sport MVP in field hockey (allstate), basketball and track.
SPIRIT OF THE SEASON
Thanks to guys like Paul (No. 66)
Harbaugh and Owen Brand, a 3-yearold named Dominic at Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside had
a pretty happy Christmas. Dominic was
in desperate need of a motorized wheelchair. His family had exhausted all avenues of insurance and funds to get the
youngest of their four children what he
needed.
After being contacted by Trisha at
CSH, Harbaugh called Tim Dobbs of
the Union County Football Rugby Club,
who immediately FedEx’d a check. A
call to PAL president Brand with an
explanation of what was needed got a
one-word response: “Done.” The PAL
got the word out and had a benefit for
Dominic at Famous Dave’s. Harbaugh’s
rugby gang passed the hat, sold t-shirts
and established a “Friends of Westfield
Rugby” fund to help raise money.
To top it off, “66” told everybody
who helped out to have a beer on his tab
at the Jolly Trolley. Talk about truly
being in the holiday spirit.
COLLEGE UPDATE
Mike Venezia (WHS, ’07), who had
been slowed by a meniscus injury, made
his varsity debut for Colgate on Dec. 18
before a crowd of 15,100 at the famed
Carrier Dome against Syracuse. The
freshman had a team-high 11 points in
18 minutes, swishing two of five 3pointers. In his second game he had five
points in 18 minutes against Penn State.
Tom Bonard (’07) earned his first
varsity start last Saturday as Montclair
State beat Calvin College in the Steve
Adubato Classic. He scored four points
in a team-high 35 minutes. The night
before, he had a team-high 17 points in
26 minutes coming off the bench. In
nine games Bonard has 30 points, 14
rebounds and 16 assists (10 turnovers)
in 108 minutes.
DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the
Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to wrestler John
Barnes. The junior co-captain brings an
8-2 record in the new year. He’s 4-1 in
dual meets, captured the 125-pound
title at the Kearny Invitational and finished second at 125 in last weekend’s
Roselle Park Tournament.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS FOREVER!

2008

/͛ǀĞjust made the move to

Serving the Communities of:

RE/MAX in WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD SCOTCH PLAINS
MOUNTAINSIDE FANWOOD
CRANFORD GARWOOD
KENILWORTH SPRINGFIELD
MILLBURN / SHORT HILLS
SUMMIT WATCHUNG

to provide my clients, buyers, sellers,
investors & neighbors with the
BEST services and marketing
in the real estate industry.

Homes ARE Selling
Mortgages ARE Available
To Qualified Buyers

Preserving the History, Character
and Charm of our Communities
as a Proud Member of the:

Call Me Today to
BUY, SELL or INVEST

GEORGE BIPS

In New Jersey Real Estate

Is Now Associated With

REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®

Properties Unlimited, REALTORS®
OFFICE:

908-233-9292 ext. 5495
200 NORTH AVENUE EAST

CELL:

908-477-5379

at the CORNER of CENTRAL AVENUE

EMAIL:

George@BipsRE.com

/ WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090

www.FinePropertiesNewJersey.com
EACH RE/MAX OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED.

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, January 3, 2008

Raider Icemen Win Opener
Over Edison Eagles, 10-2

Blue Devil Icemen Win Two,
Fall to Cranford Cougars
Westfield High School’s ice
hockey team defeated West Morris
Central, 3-1, and Hanover Park, 21, and lost to Cranford, 5-0, prior
to the holiday break to improve to
4-3-0.
On December 19 against
Cranford, led by offensive stars
Joe Della Serra (2 goals, 2 assists)
and Eric Pawlick (goal, 2 assists),
built an early 2-0, first-period lead.
Then Cranford’s special teams and
goaltending took over. In the final
three minutes of the first, Cranford
added a power-play goal and a
short-handed goal, taking a 4-0 lead
into the break. Despite long 5-on3 power plays, in the second and
third periods, Westfield did not
score. Della Serra’s added a thirdperiod goal.
Against West Morris Central at
Woodbridge on December 20, senior Craig Esposito’s first-period,
short-handed goal provided an early
lead. In the second period, Westfield
extended its lead, with a shorthanded goal by sophomore defender
Joe Kramkowski and one minute
later, as a power play expired, a
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Please take notice that on January 23,
2008 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 180 North Avenue Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 51 Lot
25, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Antonio Mastrocola, Sr.
The applicant requests to remove existing non-conforming 2-family house and
construct a conforming single family residence for applicants primary residence,
which is in violation of Section 184-109E(1) of the Fanwood Land Use Code.
Variance Requested: Minimum Lot Size;
Permitted: 15,000 square feet; Present:
14,535 square feet; Proposed: 11,411
square feet.
The new residence is also in violation
of Section 184-109-E(2) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Minimum Lot Width; Permitted: 100 feet;
Present: 103.38 feet; Proposed: 92.08 feet.
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours (8AM - 4 PM, Monday - Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Office of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.
Applicant:
Antonio Mastrocola, Sr.
6 Green Hickory Hill
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
1 T - 1/3/08, The Times
Fee: $40.29

tally by Esposito, assisted by senior
A.J. Cunningham and co-captain
Jimmy Bender. Senior goalie Matt
Fritz allowed only a very late thirdperiod score.
At the Mennen Arena in
Morristown on December 23,
Hanover Park scored first, on a 2on-0 break off a late first-period
turnover. Westfield tied the game
one minute into the third period on
a goal by Kramkowski off a shorthanded end-to-end rush. Less than
five minutes later, Esposito scored.
The final 10 minutes were tense,
and back-and-forth, but Westfield
goalie Fritz was impenetrable.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SEALING THE DEAL…Dave Pusar, No. 4, who finished with 12 points, sank two
free throws in the final 55 seconds in overtime to give Westfield a 60-55 victory
over South Plainfield.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Starbucks
Corporation, a Washington Corporation
(“Applicant”) has filed an application for
bulk variance approval with the Town of
Westfield Zoning Board of Adjustment,
seeking permission to keep two illuminated signs on the inside of the existing
building. The property which is the subject
of this application is located at 117 Central
Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey which is
located in the CBD (Central Business
District) and is designated on the Tax
Maps as Block 3107, Lot 14 (“Property”).
Applicant is seeking the following variances, approvals and waivers:
Approval for internally illuminated light
§16.04E1;
Approval for a second sign at the main
entrance §16.04E1;
Approval for a second sign at the rear
entrance §16.04E6
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Applicant also seeks such other approvals,
waivers and variances from the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance as may be
deemed necessary or required by the Town
of Westfield Zoning Board of Adjustment
at the hearing in this matter.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Zoning Board of Adjustment will meet at 7:30
p.m. prevailing time, Monday, January
14th, 2008 at the Town of Westfield Municipal Building, located at 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at which
time opportunity will be given to all those in
interest to be heard and at which time the
Board may approve, modify or deny the
application. Any interested party may appear at the aforesaid hearing, either in
person, or by their attorney, and be given
the opportunity to be heard with respect to
the aforesaid application.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the application for development and all supporting maps, site plans and documents are
on file in the Office of the Secretary of the
Zoning Board of Adjustment, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
are available for inspection Monday thru
Friday from 8:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
This notice is given pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40:55D-1 et seq.
Starbucks Corporation,
a Washington Corporation
Day Pitney LLP
Judith A. Babinski, Esq.
P.O. Box 1945
Morristown, New Jersey 07962-1945
(973) 966-8253
Attorneys for the Applicant
1 T - 1/3/08, The Leader
Fee: $53.55
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Blue Devil Boys Rally in OT;
Set Back Tiger Cagers, 60-55

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider
ice hockey team won its home opener
against the Edison Eagles, 10-2, on
December 22, at the USA rink in
Union. The Raiders, in only their second year as a varsity program, controlled the game from the start against
the Eagles, who are in their first year
of varsity hockey.
The Raider first line of juniors, Jeremy Kaufman, Danny Jones and Tyler
Mattern, combined for six goals and
eight assists. Kaufman notched two
goals and three assists, Jones had one
goal and five assists and Mattern netted a hat trick with three goals.
Junior wing Mitch Facer also found
the back of the net, along with senior
defenseman and Captain Alex Deduck,
who also had several big hits. Fresh-

men Terrance White and Sean Zambri
rounded out the scoring with their
first goals. Junior goalie Brian Jascur
turned in another strong performance
with 21 saves.
It looks like the Raiders, who play in
the Central Blue division, are getting
things into gear following two seasonopening non-division losses in the
Union County Cron Tournament to
perennially strong upper Central White
division teams Westfield and Summit.
The Raiders’ first three division games
were away, starting out with a strong
effort in a 5-2 loss to currently undefeated division leader South Brunswick,
a 5-5 tie to St. Joe’s of Hammonton and
a 6-1 win over Millburn. The Raiders
are currently 2-1-1 in their division and
2-3-1 overall.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

getting the ball outside for the open
shots to outscore Westfield, 19-9.
The Blue Devils refocused in the
fourth quarter and contained the Tigers to seven points, while netting 14.
DiIorio hit 3-for-4 from the stripe and
registered eight points, including the
game-tying lay-up with 15 seconds
left to knot the game at 48-48. Pusar
contributed a 3-pointer.
“We were executing well, people
were getting the ball inside and I was
finishing. I was having a good game
and feeling it. If you’re in the zone,
you’re in the zone. You’re rolling;
you just want to keep shooting, keep
scoring,” said DiIorio.
In overtime, the Blue Devils
outscored the Tigers, 12-7. Junior
Chris Sheehan hit a pair of jumpers,
DiIorio bucketed four points, Pusar
was 3-for-6 from the stripe. However,
it all came down to the Blue Devils’
strict defensive play and Mills provided the energy under the defensive
boards, including a rebound with time

running out to seal the deal.
“Tony was our offense but overall,
our defense really needed to step it up
and we did. I made a few stops that
turned the game over and put it away
for us,” said Mills.”
“Really, if you look at the overtime, they came out, scored the first
five points but then we basically shut
them down. We stepped up defensively, got some steals and got some
baskets the last three minutes,” concluded coach Everly.
Westfield
S. Plainfield

15 10 9 14
13 11 17 7

12
7

156 Lincoln Rd. CH Colonial- 4Beds, 3.5 Baths.
Over 4,000 sq. ft of living space.

Top of the line fixtures, appliances, stone and
marble, oak flooring, Plain & Fancy kitchen
cabinetry. Old World Charm with today’s
most desired amenities.

$1,995,000.00 • 908-414-1208

60
55

Raider B’ballers Halt
St. Pete Prep, 63-41
Bryan Dougher pumped in 11 of his
17 points in the first half to give the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys basketball team a jump start en
route to a 63-41 victory over St. Peter’s
Prep in the opening round of the John
Butch Kowal Memorial Tournament
in Rahway on December 26.
Greg Zabel hit 12 points, Kevin
Maroney sank eight and Ishmael
Raymond bucketed six for the 5-1
Raiders. Keith Lumpkin scored 15
points for 1-2 St. Peter’s Prep.
St. Peter’s Prep
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

8 11 12 10
13 14 17 19

41
63

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

SCOTCH PLAINS

SPLIT LEVEL

$410,000

Welcome to this 4 bedroom, 2 full bath Split Level home. There is a new family room
addition (2006) with full bath and hardwood floors under most carpeting. A spacious new
deck and private backyard complete this lovely home. (052111497)

SCOTCH PLAINS

COLONIAL

$525,000

WESTFIELD

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

$1,800,000

Welcome to 2137 Mapleview Court, a large Colonial home. The entertainment sized living
room features hardwood floors and a wood-burning fireplace. The large dining room will
accommodate holiday dinners. The eat-in kitchen has newer appliances. The family room
has a convenient half bath as well as access to the garage & backyard. A large master bedroom
features hardwood floors, a huge walk-in closet with dressing area and full bath. Two additional
bedrooms, each with hardwood floors, and a full bath complete the 2nd floor. (052111634)

Rare opportunity to have the house of your dreams built the way you want in a spectacular
Westfield neighborhood. This Franklin School district property will boast at least 4 bedrooms
and 4 full and 2 half baths. Unsurpassed generations of quality building will help guide you
to your dream home. Call today for more information about this tremendous opportunity
(908-591-6283). (052111044)

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

WESTFIELD

NEW CONSTRUCTION

$1,575,000

This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom
interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2-story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large
center island kitchen with top-of-the-line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast nook,
wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood-burning fireplace
w/marble & imported mantel. A 1,600 SF finished basement will host a full bath, closets, dry
bar & bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. features 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room &
walk up attic. The master suite will include his/her walk-in closets, fireplace & a spa like retreat
w/Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283 for more details. (052111031)
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/6 12-4PM

$1,499,900

Welcome to 445 Topping Hill in the heart of Wychwood. This architectural gem blends old world elegance
with 21st century technology. An arched mahogany front door echoes the four stone arches of the front
façade. Ten foot high windows, with upper & lower transoms, anchor the spectacular entry foyer which
opens to a formal dining room, gourmet chef ’s kitchen & step down family room with 10 foot ceilings.
Oversize windows throughout flood the open floor plan with natural light. The master bedroom features
a tray ceiling, spa quality private bath, a huge walk-in closet and balcony overlooking the rear property.
Comfortably proportioned, this 11 room, 5 bedroom, 4 full & 1 half bath home offers 4,900 SF of
beautifully crafted living space. DIR: Kimball to Topping Hill. (052111324)

weichert.com
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Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/6 12-4PM

$549,900

This beautiful Expanded Custom Home is located in a quiet neighborhood close to Tamaques
Park. Its many features include 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, dining room, living room with
wood-burning fireplace, large updated kitchen, finished family room in basement & beautiful
deck overlooking private backyard. DIR: Rahway to Norwood Dr. (052111557)
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ACCOUNTANT

Westfield accounting firm has
immediate opening for part-time
accountant. Seeking indvl
experienced in indvl tax return
preparation. Knowledge w/
Lacerte & Excel a plus. Ability to
work
independently
and
communicate well with others. Min
of 1yrs exp w/CPA firm.
Email resume & sal req to
answerperson@aol.com
NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.
Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.
5 years exp.
For each client you give me,
1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on September 26, 2007, granted approval for rear
yard setback and fence height variances
for property owned by Asif & Monica Khalid
at 64 Shady Lane, Fanwood, New Jersey,
being Block 116 and Lot 32.
Documents pertaining to this application are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.
Mr. & Mrs. Asif Khalid
64 Shady Lane
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 1/3/08, The Times
Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

OPEN HOUSE

“Something special is happening
here.” Grow with Prudential NJ
Properties! Hiring new/experienced agents! Excellent training!
(908) 232-5664 (Margie)

Sunday, Jan 13, 1 to 4 pm
1251 Lenape Way, Scotch Plains
Exp ranch on cul-de-sac
4/5 bedrms, 3 & 1/2 baths
.952 acre $835,000
MANY UPDATES!
Coldwell Banker Westfield
(908) 233-5555
Donna.Perch@cbmoves.com

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDE

Reliable, competent, trust worthy
male home health aide with great
references including doctors.
Please Call (908) 656-1602.
PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 1/10/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Maintenance Roadway Repair North, Sub Region N-3, Contract No. N303,
Routes 82 and 124, Union County; 100% STATE; DP NO: 07459
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 12/20/07, 12/27/07 and 1/3/08, The Leader
Fee: $198.90

NEW APARTMENT FOR RENT

Elizabeth - 2 Bed 1 Bath Fully
renovated, 1st floor, Deck,
Backyard & Driveway. $1,200.00
Available immediately!
(973) 460-9346
CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

HOUSE FOR SALE

Westfield - Golf Course View
4 bdrm, 3.5 bth. Huge lot.
Gem in Wychwood. $1.35m
(908) 264-9343
PINE TWIN BED SET

Great deal! Pine Twin bed, side
table w/ shelf, 59" X 21" dresser
w/ 6 easy-slide drawers, standing
lamp; great condition. Need to
move. $375.00. Call (908) 389-1388
BEDROOM SET

HB, dresser & mirror
and 2 nite stands.
Value $1000 sacrifice $475.
Call (732) 259-6690
PIANO FOR SALE

Otto Altenburg Cabinet
Grand $225 or Best Offer.
After 6 PM (908) 232-4609
MATTRESS SET

Double sided pillow top,
new plastic w/warranty.
Queen $165 King $250
(732) 259-6690

WF ‘Y’ B Devilfish Girls Beat
Ocean County Girls, 105-77
The Westfield Y girls B Devilfish
swim team defeated the Ocean County
Y girls, 105-77, on December 15.
8U: 50-free – Emma Conlon, Grace
Cash and Danielle Rubiano touched
1-2-3. 25-breast – Jessica Trinkle,
Amy Liang and Cash took 1-2-3.
Conlon won the 25-back and Rubiano
placed third. 25-fly – Trinkle, Liang
and Zoe Hays placed 1-2-3. 100-medley relay – Conlon, Liang, Trinkle
and Olivia Milford took first.
9-10: 100IM – Carly Kalis, Rachel
Mattera and Cecily D’Amore took 1PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
TAKE NOTICE that on the 23rd day of
January, 2008 at 7:30 p.m., a hearing will
be held before the Planning Board of the
Borough of Fanwood at Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey, for the purpose of considering
amendments to be incorporated into the
2005 Borough of Fanwood Municipal
Stormwater Management Plan as an element of the 1998 Master Plan.
A copy of the amendments are available
for inspection in the office of the Planning
Board Secretary at Borough Hall during
normal business hours after January 1,
2008.
Any interested party may appear in person or through an agent or attorney to be
heard at such hearing and may participate
therein in accordance with the rules of the
Planning Board.
Pat Hoynes
Fanwood Planning Board Secretary
1 T - 1/3/08, The Times
Fee: $21.93
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2-3. 100-free – Charley Hays,
Meredith Bagger and Caitlin Collins
took 1-2-3. 50-breast – Kalis, Emma
Phillips and Bagger touched 1-2-3.
50-back – Phillips, Hays and Mattera
placed 1-2-3. DeCotiis and D’Amore
placed 1-2 in the 50-fly. 200-medley
relay, Phillips, Kalis, DeCotiis and
Bagger took first.
11-12: 200IM – Kathleen Bond
and Charlotte Milford placed 1-2.
100-free – Victoria Greeley, Kyla
Gargiulo and Shannon Sokolow
touched 1-2-3. 50-breast – Kathleen
Bond and Tori Miller placed 2-3. 50back – Greeley and Gemma Larche
took 1-2. 50-fly – Sokolow and
Milford placed 2-3. 200-medley relay – Greely, Bond, Sokolow and
Larche won first.
13-14: 200IM – Amanda Adsit took
third. 200-free – Brenna Berenholz
and Katie Yamano placed 1-2. Mady
Cannone took third in 100-breast.
100-back – Alana Basil took third.
100-fly – Adsit and Berenholz placed
1-3. Yamano, Berenholz, Adsit and
Meghan Bachmann won the 200medley relay.
15-18: 200IM – Meghan Boylan
took third. 200-free – Lindsay Anderson and Megan Boersig tied for first.
100-breast – Boersig took second.
Mary Mahoney took third in the 100back. 200-fly – Boylan and Annie
O’Neill touched 2-3.

SPF Raider Powder Puff Game Participants

SPF Senior Girls Top Juniors
In Annual Powder Puff, 28-21
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School DECA hosted a powder puff
football game played by junior and
senior girls. The seniors defeated the
juniors, 28-21, on November 24.
Over 100 participants thrilled and
entertained the crowd that came out
on the cold Saturday morning. With
coaching from both junior and senior football players, the girls were
able to play a competitive game and
take part in what has become a classic rivalry between the two classes.
The proceeds from the ticket sales
and concessions were donated to the
Robert Wood Johnson University

Hospital-Bristol/Myers Squibb Pediatric Oncology Unit. SPFHS
DECA raised over $750 in order to
continue the fight against cancer.
The event was organized by
DECA supervisor Marjorie
Fitzgibbon, as well as by seniors
Jordan Yellen, Colleen Driscoll and
Tyler Del Mauro. DECA is a student-centered, co-curricular organization whose program of leadership, competition, community service and personal development is
designed specifically for students
enrolled in marketing and business
education classes.

FSPY Boys Red Team Tops
Ocean County ‘Y’, 105-98
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y
(FSPY) boys Red swim team defeated
the Ocean County Y boys, 105-98, to
improved to 2-1.
Individual Medley: 10Us Nolan
Kearns and Kevin Fleck finished 1-2.
11/12s Matt Giardiello, Brendan
McKenna and Peter Tomljanovic
swept. 13/14 Anthony Pacheco placed
third and 15/18s, Evan Paulan and
Peter Weigel placed 1-3.
Freestyle: Tyler Daniskas (8U),
Declan Murphy (9/10), Sam Bebout
(11/12), Keith Monteiro (13/14) and
Timothy Foster (15/18) touched first.
FSPY 8U and 11/12 freestylers both
put together sweeps, taking first
through third in each age group.
Breaststroke: 8Us Brody Rash and
Christian Buren finished 1-2 as did 9/

10s Isaiah Thompson and Fleck, while
11/12s M. Giardello, Bebout and
Tomljanovic swept. Ryan McKenna
(13/14) finished fourth. Paulan (15/
18) touched second.
Backstroke: Daniskas (8U),
Murphy (9/10), Monteiro (13/14) and
Ryan Walker (15/18) all finished first.
FSPY 11-12s Alexander Favreau,
McKenna and Philip Edwards finished 1-2-3.
Butterfly: 8U Joshua Davidson and
Rash touched 1-2 in a close finish. 9/
10s Kearns and Nicholas Giardiello
finished 1-3. M. Giardiello (11/12)
took first. 13-14s R. McKenna and
Anthony Pacheco touched 1-2. 1518s Foster and Walker finished 1-2.
FSPY also won four out of five medley relays.

NSTRUCTION
BOUSQUET CO
Co.

1-800-351-1964
Building & Remodeling
Property Management
Roofing & Siding
New Construction
Historical Restorations

Serving Westfield for 30 years

DECKS
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
BASEMENTS and
of course ADDITIONS
John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

TILE

Repair
•Bathroom Tile
•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes
•Small Jobs

732-381-6635

The Woodworks
Architectural Woodwork

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork
Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089 / Cell: 908-705-0653

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Designed & Installed by

Dudick & Son
Also cabinet refacing & counter replacement
40 North Avenue Garwood • Ph: 908-789-1790
Satisfying customers since 1946

Visit our website at www.dudickandson.com
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Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Ex-NJT Director Warrington
Dies Of Cancer at Age 55
Former NJ Transit Executive Director George Warrington, 55, died
Christmas Eve after an eight-month
battle with pancreatic cancer, according to the Associated Press. He previously ran Amtrak andserved with NJ
Transit from 2002 through March of
this year after Governor Jim
McGreevey hired him.
Adrian Mapp Leaves After Three
Years on Freeholder Board
Union County Freeholder Adrian
Mapp said good-bye, at a December
20 meeting, after a three-year run on
the at-large board. “I’ve risen to a
level that I could not have imagined,”
he said. “I hold my head high that I’ve
done my very best as a freeholder.”
Mr. Mapp ran as an Independent
this past November after the Union
County Democratic Committee
knocked him off the Democratic
ticket.
Rayland Van Blake, a former
Plainfield councilman, will replace
him.
Kyrillos Could Net D.C. Job
If Romney Wins Presidency
Politickernj.com has reported that
State Senator Joe Kyrillos (R,
Monmouth), the former state GOP
chairman, is poised to take a position
in Washington, D.C., should Mitt
Romney be elected president. Mr.
Kyrillos has taken a leadership position with the campaign and has also
expressed interest in running for New
Jersey’s lieutenant governor on a Chris
Christie ticket in 2009.
Records Council Orders City
To Release Fees Paid to Lawyer
The New Jersey Government
Records Council has ordered Perth
Amboy to release all records of fees
the city paid an attorney for represen-

Historical Society Seeks
Info From the Public
WESTFIELD – For a report on
the medical profession in Westfield,
the Westfield Historical Society is
seeking information from the public about the lives of physicians in
the 19th and early 20th centuries, as
well as any anecdotes or memories
that the public may have about
healthcare delivery during those
times.
All practitioners are of interest,
but the society has specifically requested documentation on doctors
Joseph Harrison, Howard Brock and
Charles Decker.
Messages can be left at the historical society by telephone at (908)
654-1794, or directly with the author, Lorraine Tosiello, by e-mail at
garryyee@juno.com.

tation in a federal lawsuit. The Puerto
Rican Cultural Committee has sued
the city over the cancellation of its
annual festival, according to The StarLedger.
The city’s refusal to provide the
documents constituted “a knowing
and willful violation of OPRA and an
unreasonable denial of access,” according to a state report issued last
week, The Ledger reported.
Giuliani Focuses on Florida,
February 5 State Primaries
GOP Presidential candidate Rudy
Giuliani is focusing on winning the
Florida primary on January 29 and
the California, New York and New
Jersey primaries on February 5 more
so than the Iowa and New Hampshire
contests, according The New York
Times. The New Jersey GOP has
switched to a winner-take-all plan,
which news reports say favors Mr.
Giuliani.
Clinton, Romney Maintain
Slim Leads in New Hampshire
Hillary Clinton leads Barack Obama
by two points in the New Hampshire
Primary, 30 to 28 percent, in a new
Boston Globe poll. In the GOP race in
the state, John McCain has surged to
within three points of Mitt Romney,
28 to 25 percent. Four-hundred Democrats and 404 Republican listed as
“likely voters” participated in the survey, conducted December 16 to 20.

WF to Register Kinder
Students in Late Jan.
WESTFIELD – In late January, the
Westfield Public School District will
register children who will become
eligible for kindergarten in the 20082009 school year.
Although the children will be enrolled in Lincoln School’s Early
Childhood Learning Center in September, actual registration will take
place at any one of the district’s six
elementary schools, since Lincoln
currently is undergoing renovation.
Interior demolition has begun at the
Lincoln School site, where renovation
to the 1920s building is taking place.
“We’ve received state approval of
our plans,” Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan said. “We are moving ahead, according to our architect’s
schedule.”
According to Business Administrator Bob Berman, “The crews will begin by removing some walls, as well
as old electrical, plumbing and heating systems.” Lincoln School is the
site for the district’s new centralized
kindergarten and place of learning for
pre-school children with special needs.
The exact dates and times for kindergarten registration will be announced in January.

CONTINUED from Pg. 8

MORE GOVERNMENT / POLITICAL NEWS

RVSA Approves $26M
Budget, Return of $6M
By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The board of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA), last Thursday, approved a
$26-million budget for 2008. The 11
member municipalities will pay $19
million due to an accumulated surplus of $6 million returned through a
rate reduction, RVSA officials said.
Along with the budget and normal
business items, there was some discussion about video-recording meetings, particularly showing a portion
of a Rahway City Council meeting
with Commissioner Peter Pelissier,
the Rahway city administrator, discussing RVSA issues.
A discussion at the beginning of
the meeting centered on Rahway’s
request to videotape the meeting. The
authority had initially prohibited taping but relented when sources noted
the action was illegal. In response,
the authority video-recorded the meeting with a wall-mounted camera.
Joan Papen, the commissioner from
Scotch Plains, played a tape of Mr.
Pelissier speaking to the Rahway
Council at a pre-council meeting on
December 4. In the tape, Mr. Pelissier
described what he called “the backwards approach to approving budgets
at Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority.” He said on the tape that the RVSA
should have to comply with the 4percent increase on tax levies that
municipalities must meet. Rahway
Councilman Samson Steinman called
the authority’s failure to return the
surplus “absurd, almost criminal.”
Also on the tape, Mr. Pelissier described the RVSA treasurer’s report
as “extremely ill-prepared.” He said
the authority has 62 employees – 32
rank-and-file, 16 supervisors and 13
administrative. One Rahway council
member said, “If we ran our municipality with one supervisor for every
two employees, it would be absurd.”
Mr. Pelissier said it takes fewer than
four employees to run the plant on
CONTINUED from Pg. 8
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County Names WF’s Childs
Public Safety Director
COUNTY – County Manager
George Devanney announced Rich
Childs, a former State Division of
Criminal Justice detective and Newark police officer, has been appointed
acting county public safety director.
“During our search, we found someone internally in Rich Childs who has
impressive credentials and strong
qualifications for this position,” Mr.
Devanney said. “We look forward to
working with him during the New
Year.”
Mr. Childs, 61, a Westfield resi-

Recent Scotch Plains, Fanwood Home Sales
SCOTCH PLAINS:
Heather Glenn At Scotch Plains
Urban Renewal, LLC to Victor V. and
Laura Galea, 634 Fanwood Avenue,
$875,000.
Stephen G. Brozak, III and Linda
A. DiGiorgio to Craig H. and Laurie
F. Rein, 2059 Princeton Avenue,
$502,225.
Robert and Joan Frier to Maria
Subbie, 1972 West Broad Street,
$425,000.
Lisa Monahan to Ana L. De Souza
and Milner S. Fenandoe, 238 Elm
Court, $435,000.
Joseph DeRose and Jose Neves to
Michael and Christie Weinstein, 2400
Park Place, $515,000.
Estate of Laverne A. Stohr to John
T. and Nina Peccarelli, 405 Ridgeview
Avenue, $395,000.
Bernice Ehrenkrantz to John J. and
Lauren A. Paino, 1151 Donamy Glen,
$660,300.
223 Katherine Street, LLC to Kevin
Macero and Samantha Marino, 1641
Ramapo Way, $970,000.
Dorothy S. Jones to Maureen A.
and Joseph Lamberti, Jr., 336 Fawn
Ridge Drive, $470,000.
Michael and Elizabeth Ruccio to
David and Felicia Molea, 2212 Shady
Lane, $387,000.
Ann J. Chaudron to Robert M. and
Linda C. Parrella, 39 Tisbury Village,
$382,000.
Robert Pinello to Steven and Ivy
Fox, 14 Donsen Lane, $630,000.
Rhonda Clark and Jerome Jewell
to Marc and Jamie Durante, 2253
Westfield Avenue, $420,000.
Louise F. Hyman to Jeffrey and
Nandita Sanchez, 2208 Paff Place,
$358,000.
Michael Gilliam to Pamela M. and
Edward Bland Jr., 324 Haven Avenue, $329,000.
Helen T. Bolacker to Megan E.
Richter, 322 Acacia Road, $417,000.
Sharon K. and Joseph D. Liss to
Dana A. and Randy E. Altman, 13
Balmoral Lane, $635,000.
Michael J. Kowalski and Louise P.
LeLuyer to Douglas Chapman and
Don Kuczera, 2137 Buttonwood
Lane, $490,000.
Heather Glen at Scotch Plains Urban Renewal, LLC to Nigel N.
Crawford and Debra P. Adams, 319
Coldstreem Court, $663,000.
Household Finance Corp. III to
Fatime Ismailaj and Audi Ismailaj
and Ervisa Ismailej, 2402 Hamlette
Place, $382,500.
James Ehrhardt and Caren Federico
to Rachel and Gregory Kowalczyk,
1561 Terrill Road, $541,500.

Estate of Janice S. Null to Debra
Skolnick, 29 Maddaket Village,
$355,000.
Victoria W. Christensen to Louise
Dubois, 2665 Sky Top Drive,
$499,900.
Peter Richter to Matthew and
Teresa Normann, 315 Cedar Grove
Terrace, $585,000.
Michael C. Buccola and Frank
Tussel to Fox and Foxx Development, LLC, 3 Wright Street,
$365,000.
John and Lorraine Marino to Alfred
and Joanne Murasso, 30 Harwich
Village, $379,900.
Gregory Koslow and Amy Fishbein
to Francis and Anne Rossi, 2008
Dogwood Drive, $802,000.
Rudy Elmer to Pedro L. and Maria
Delgado, 537 Warren Street,
$390,000.
Wincenty and Barbara Przydzial
to Jeffrey and Melissa Wolf, 1593
Lamberts Mill Road, $482,000.
Patricia F. Klastava to Michelle A.
and David C. Zarkewicz, 2244 Lude
Place, $465,000.
K & H Park Avenue Associates,
LLC to Olive Properties, LLC, 365
Park Avenue, $780,000.
George G. and Mary L. Canniff to
Joel and Rachael Camargo, 1957
Mary Ellen Lane, $552,000.
FANWOOD:
Garr Stephenson to Peter and
Stephanie Wollman, 53 Hunter Avenue, $637,500.
James V. and Parri Sontag to Thomas and Paryhena Rosahl, 67 Pleasant Avenue, $517,000.
Estate of Robert Nawrocki to Adam
Dowling and Sharon Golemme, 102
North Glenwood Road, $401,000.
Margaret M. Ardos to Erik Shanni,
34A Second Street, $258,000.
Keith R. and Tara L. Griesing to
Lynn D. Loveland, 141 Burns Way,
$499,900.
Thomas P. and Elizabeth M. Gaynor
to Brian Lopez and Kristin Anderson,
168 Marian Avenue, $466,000.
Harry L. and Joli M. Fichter to
Brian and Jaime E. Kristiansen, 173
Midway Avenue, $430,000.
Maryanne S. Connelly to Regang
Ou, 58 Waldon Road, $460,000.
Stephen Herbert Monson to
Vassilios and Melissa A. Trafalis, 205
Burns Way, $405,000.
Robert Dunning, et als. to
Menandro Jasul and Maria T. Corpuz,
186 North Avenue, $537,500.
Shaun R. Cherewich and Hope
Cherewich to Brian P. and Lori M.
Fitzgerald, 203 Vinton Circle.

Saturday and Sunday. (Following the
meeting, officials said the plant operates with three employees on weekends).
The RVSA budget will rise by 4.9
percent over last year. Frank
Mazzarella, the Clark commissioner,
questioned the propriety of the increase. RVSA treasurer Robert Materna said property insurance and pensions would force a rise of 3.5 per
cent before considering rising costs
of energy or labor.
Commissioners questioned how
the surplus had been accumulated.
Interim Executive Director Michael
Brinker said $2.6 million came from
energy savings from delays in the
cogeneration portion of the RVSA
plant improvements. Westfield Commissioner Allen Chin said since 1991,
the authority has returned $13.8 million to municipalities.
They debated how to return the
surplus to the member municipalities, whether by rate reduction or
check. Mr. Pelissier said unless a
municipality has a sewer utility, it
makes no difference.
Some members wanted to have a
check written to towns. Officials said
the authority’s bond counsel rendered
an opinion favoring a rate reduction
but did not ruling out refund checks.
Mr. Mazzarella said as a regional
authority, there is an exemption that
would permit the return of the surplus
by check. Authority counsel Brian
Hak said that returning the money by
check may not be legal.
Commissioners questioned a
$125,000-expenditure for a lobbyist. Mr. Chin said he initially
“bristled” at that expense but said
the authority may be close to receiving a $25-million grant as a result of
the lobbyist’s efforts.
The RVSA budget passed by 7-3
margin, with the commissioners from
Cranford, Rahway, and Woodbridge
dissenting. Kenilworth’s commissioner was not present.

$585,000.
Alex and Laura Yu to Ravinder and
Anita Dahiya, 82 Oakwood Court,
$417,000.
Grant and Laura Watt to Brian C.
and Kimberlee Ciemniecki, 100 Paterson Road, $505,000.
Arlene L. Feula to Mark
Schmalfeld, 91 Beech Avenue,
$425,000.
Avrohom and Molly Belesofsky to
Chabad of Union County, 193 South
Avenue, $10.
Christopher Nolan to Jessey S.
Falvey, 71 La Grande Avenue,
$330,000.
Eric and Yasmin Findeis to Christopher and Jamie L. Finne, 222 South
Martine Avenue, $368,500.
Izabella and Richard S. Superak,
Jr. to Brian J. Walter, et als., 51 Fourth
Street, $380,000.
Manuel Figueiredo and Susie
Matinho to Lisa M. and Michael R.
Mastracci-Hoeh, 17 Pandick Court,
$565,000.
Jean E. Stillwell to Kevin and Jessica Boris, 11 Oak Court, $470,000.
Lino Di Cuollo to Alfredo and
Antonia Di Cuollo, 36 Portland Avenue, $70,000.
Thomas and Heidi Beattie to Adam
S. and Tami L. Horvath, 79 North
Avenue, $420,000.
Virginia C. Harrison to JMG Properties, LLC, 126 Farley Avenue,
$300,000.
Sophie V. Kapaon to Paul J. and
Tracy L. Wright, 100 Willoughby
Road, $439,000.
Lawrence Hernandez and Margaret M. Doody to Pablo and Maria F.
Ruiz, 146 Hunter Avenue, $435,000.
Nan E. Rodino to Natalie S. Morelli,
15 Saville Row, $430,000.
Kathleen R. Meade to Christopher
S. and Blanche S. Ryder, 183 Watson
Road, $585,000.
Mary Ann Schuler to Denis M. and
Patrice L. McMorrow, 9 Nicholas
Court, $575,000.
Peter C. and Stephanie R. Wollman
to Adam and Karin Bystol, 96 Paterson Road, $510,000.
David J. Grahm, et als. to Jean
Stillwell, 148 Tillotson Road,
$418,000.
Sandra Bradley to Maria Alice Albuquerque, 64 Kempshall Terrace,
$300,000.
Patrice and Denis M. McMorrow,
Jr to Kubilay Apdullah and Sandra
Jean Koseoglu, 21 Glenwood Road,
$510,000.
Estate of Alfred DiVoni to Brian T.
and Rebecca Murphy, 3 Waldon Road,
$471,800.

dent, has served in the past as a parttime Civil Litigation Investigator in
the County Counsel’s Office and has
also assisted on accounting matters.
Mr. Childs has served as a self-employed Certified Public Accountant,
Certified Fraud Examiner and State
Licensed Private Detective for the
past 23 years.
“I am grateful for the extraordinary
opportunity to serve the residents of
Union County through my leadership
of our Public Safety Department,”
Mr. Childs said. “I thank the county
manager for his confidence in me,
and I look forward to working with
our freeholder board and the many
fine employees of my new department.”
Mr. Childs’ term begins January 1.
He will head a department of approximately 400 employees, including 74 county police.
The department includes the Divisions of Correctional Services, Emergency Management, County Police,
Medical Examiner, Weights and Measures, as well as Health. Mr. Childs
will also be responsible for the supervision of the Bureaus of Domestic
Preparedness, Hazardous Materials,
the Fire Training Academy and Fire
Investigations Taskforce, as well as
the Office of Consumer Affairs.
Mr. Childs will earn $111,793 as
the acting public safety director.
Mr. Childs, a Newark native, began
his career by serving in the Newark
Police Department in 1968. He served
as a patrol cop on the bandit squad
and as a homicide investigator. Following a 10-year career in Newark,
he served as a detective in the New
Jersey Division of Criminal Justice’s
White Collar Crimes unit. He investigated all fraud-related crimes.
Mr. Childs also worked in the private sector for Deak-Perera, an international foreign exchange, Swiss
Bank and Precious Metals company,
where he conducted ongoing theft
investigations, set up internal controls, produced procedural manuals
and monthly financial statements.
During the past three decades, Mr.
Childs has served as a self-employed
accountant, fraud examiner and private detective who, among his duties,
handled civil, criminal and trial preparation and coordination.
He conducts hidden-asset investigations and has served as an expert
witness in accounting, police procedures and security in Superior Court
and before State Grand Juries. His
experiences have also included due
diligence and background investigations, corporate security and crime
prevention.

William Reid Joins
Plainfield Council
PLAINFIELD – William Reid was
appointed on December 5 to fill the
first-ward council seat former councilman Rayland Van Blake has vacated.
Mr. Van Blake resigned upon being
elected to the Union County Freeholder Board in November.
Mr. Reid resigned from the
Plainfield Municipal Utilities Authority, where he was commissioner. He
will serve on the council until next
November’s elections.
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BODY OF WORK…Westfield High School seniors flex their muscles as they
rehearse for a program on body image. Standing, left to right, are: John Falzon
and Travis Cassett; front, Josh Gribbin and Aaron Billups.

Health Teacher Aims to Boost
Body Image in Teenagers
By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – In today’s appearance-conscious culture, concerns
about body image often run amuck
among teenagers. But Westfield High
School health teacher Susan Kolesar
has just the remedy. Ms. Kolesar is
currently organizing “The Guy and
Girl Thing II: Extreme Makeover Edition,” a production that will encourage parents and teens to take a closer
look at issues of body image and selfawareness.
The show, which is composed of 25
junior and senior student volunteers,
consists of a series of skits, monologues, videos and musical performances. The subject matter focuses on
examining the effect of societal and
familial influences in how teenagers
view themselves and others.
The show will be performed on the
evening of Tuesday, January 8, at
7:30 p.m. in the Westfield High School
auditorium, located at 550 Dorian
Road. There is no entrance fee, and
students in grades 6 to 12 are encouraged to attend. Those in grades 6 to 8
need to be accompanied by a parent
or an older sibling.
Ms. Kolesar stressed the importance of the performance for students
in middle school and said she hopes
that families attend together, especially students in grades 6 to 8.
“It is time to get peer pressure
working for young people instead of
against them,” she said. Ms. Kolesar
is joined by fellow health educator
Michelle Spreitzer and para-professional Lauren Mazzarese, in directing the production.
“I think people will see the show as
eye-opening,” said Annie Fruchtman,
a student participant in the show. “Last
year’s production got a really good
response, because [audience members] can really relate to the skits.”
From the skits, Annie has learned
that “everyone is conscious of their
body,” she said, “even boys.” Indeed,
the show’s participants—hand-picked
by Ms. Kolesar to be part of the production—include both male and fe-

male students.
John Falzon, also a student participant, called the production “really
powerful,” and explained, “There’s a
big body-image crisis right now... I
recommend for everyone to see this
show.”
Ms. Kolesar explained that the show
explores the “subtle and sometimes
not-so-subtle influences that affect
our body image” and provides
“simple, realistic tips” to improve
how people feel about themselves
and, in turn, how they treat others.
Furthermore, Ms. Kolesar hopes to
“encourage students to think critically” about the influences that impact one’s body image, especially
those that come from the media. It is
Ms. Kolesar’s goal that after the performance, students will begin to “carefully consider the validity, safety and
meaning of those influences” and
“change the way students relate to
one another and treat each other based
on physical appearance.”
These issues related to body image
are very real for Ms. Kolesar, who
explained that one of the inspirations
for the program was the death of a
former student, who died before her
senior year at high school as a result
of complications with cosmetic surgery.
Additionally, the health teacher
“absolutely” sees problems with body
image in her daily work. “It is not
only in obvious ways, such as hearing
kids – and adults, for that matter –
complain about their bodies, but body
image is so deeply intertwined with
self-esteem,” she said.
Self-esteem issues that stem from
body image can “indirectly affect a
person,” she explained, especially in
terms of the choices they make in
regard to drug use, sexual behavior,
eating disorders, compulsive exercising and other similar behaviors.
“The Guy and Girl Thing II” follows
last year’s production of “The Guy and
Girl Thing,” which was, according to
Ms. Kolesar, “a huge success.”
For further information, contact
skolesar@westfieldnjk12.org.

Mountainside Schools
Receive $31K Grant
MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
Mountainside Education Foundation,
in conjunction with the Watts Foundation, presented the Mountainside
Board of Education with a grant in
the amount of $31,000 last week for
participation in the New Jersey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) residency program.
NJPAC’s Artist-in-Residence Program will allow Mountainside students to experience the performing
arts through close interaction with professional artists in both their schools.
NJPAC’s residency programs offer an environment where children
discover the creativity, self-expression and fundamental educational
value of the performing arts.
NJPAC’s Arts Academy is a schoolbased, artist-in-residence program

that brings dance, theater and writing
instruction directly to schools. Professional artists guide students in the
fundamentals of each art form twice
a week over 10 to 12 weeks.
The Arts Academy Residency standard package includes 20 residency
classes at the school, two performances/field trips at NJPAC, professional development for teachers, curriculum materials, orientation for administrators, pre-residency and ongoing planning meetings with artists
and NJPAC staff, program evaluation, parent communication from
NJPAC and flyers for all residency
events, a family arts workshop at the
school and an open house (lecture
demonstration presented by participating students).

PUBLIC NOTICE

FAIRVIEW CEMETERY

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDACY
INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT
LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICE
January 3, 2008 – The deadline for filing
nominating petitions to run for positions on
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education is 4:00 p.m., Monday, February 25,
2008, Mr. Anthony DelSordi, announced
today. The election is scheduled for Tuesday, April 15, 2008.
Prospective school board candidates
can obtain a “School Board Candidate Kit”
at the local school district office. Published
by the New Jersey School Boards Association, the School Board Candidate Kit
includes information about legal qualifications for school board candidacy and the
role of the school board member. Information about the New Jersey School Ethics
Act, important dates in the school election
process, and briefing sessions for school
board candidates are also included in the
kit.
“School board membership is a meaningful way to make a contribution to your
community and its schools,” said Patti J.
Pawling, NJSBA president. “I urge all qualified citizens to consider board of education membership. Serving on your local
school board doesn’t require a degree in
education. The most important attribute a
candidate can bring to office is a sincere
interest in the community, its children and
their education.”
CONTACT:
Anthony Del Sordi
Business Administrator
Board Secretary
1 T - 1/3/08, The Times
Fee: $34.17

PUBLIC NOTICE
ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of the Lot Owners
of Fairview Cemetery will be held at the
Cemetery office, 1100 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, Monday January
28, 2008 at 4:00 P.M., for the election of
three Trustees each for a term of three
years, to succeed John Ricker, Charles
E. Roberts, and Barbara Vincentsen,
whose terms will then expire and for the
transaction of such other business as may
be presented at the meeting.
Richard M. Ralph
Secretary/Treasurer
1 T - 1/3/08, The Leader
Fee: $15.30

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PROCESS
BY PUBLICATION
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY
In the District Court
Red Hill Farm LLC v Edwin Gonzalez
07-CVD-01216 to Edwin Gonzalez:
Take notice that a pleading seeking relief against you has been filed in the
aboveentitled action. The nature of the
relief being sought is as follows: Recovery
of earnest money/breach of contract.
You are required to make defense to
such pleading not later than February 5,
2008 and upon your failure to do so the
party seeking service against you will apply to the court for the relief sought.
This, the 27th day of December, 2007.
Daniel Meier, Attorney for Plaintiff, 6409
Fayetteville Road, Ste. 120-304, Durham,
North Carolina 27713.
4 T - 12/27/07, 1/3/08, 1/10/08
& 1/17/08, The Leader
Fee: $79.56
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Edison Intermediate School

Honor Roll
First Marking Period

WESTFIELD – Cheryl O’Brien,
the principal of Edison Intermediate
School, has reported the names of
students who have been placed on the
Distinguished Honor Roll and Honor
Roll for the first marking period of
the 2007-2008 school year.

GLOBAL VIEW…Guilherme Brewer, a Scotch Plains resident and a senior at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, lived in Chile and India before moving
with his family to America at 14. The experience, which he related during his
senior speech on November 28, not only taught him to appreciate the cultures and
traditions of others but to value the bonds of friends who come in and out of
people’s lives in various places and times. Guilherme is the son of John V.E. and
Neuza M.G. Brewer of Scotch Plains.

SING! SING! SING!... The Entertainment Department of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield leads the club in a Christmas carol sing-a-long. This festive fun took
place recently at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield during the club’s December
general meeting. For more information on concerning club activities, call (908)
233-2339.

Seventh Grade Distinguished Honor Roll
Austin Aoyagi, Corinne Barrow, Sophia Barry,
Nicole Boretz, Alexandra Brown, Owen Browne,
Justin Cafiero, Robert Cassie, Julia Ceasrine,
Haniyyah Chapman, Meghan Clifford, Deanna
Cohen, Kathryn Contini, Erica Davis, Ashley
Dietz, Andrew Dougert, Meaghan Fleck, Caroline
Frankola, Jack Frey, Kevin Galasso, Ashley
Gerckens, Brittany Gould, Emily Greenberg,
Christina Gulla, Courtney Han, Rebecca Harris,
Sarah Hearon, Madison Heffron, Maura
Heinbokel, Timothy Huber, Nadia Ibrahim, Aditi
Jain, Jimmy Jin, Alexandra Kapadia, Catherine
Kerr, Bradley Lankler, Paul Lee, Seon Lee,Victor
Levorse, Linda Liu, Adam Lupicki, Emma Lysek,
Megan McCusker, Patrick McCusker, Jessie
Miller, Lea Moise-Kleinman, Connor Moore,
Megan Mulrooney, Veronica Murphy, Joseph
Obiajulu, Hannah Painter, Jenna Perrotta, Tara
Reardon, Michael Reilly, Dillon Rolnick,
Alexandra Schwetje, Sian Scott, Sarah Seitz,
Alison Simon, Clara Smith, Patrick Terry, Scott
Thompson, Alexandra Tinfow, Naomi Tortorello,
Kristin Troutman, Alex Ying, Brianne Zelko,
Rebecca Zhang
Seventh Grade Honor Roll
Andrew Aguirre, Michael Aronson, Brittany Bell, Clayton Beyert, John Birnie, Caroline
Blatz, Max Bohall, Mary Kate Boylan, Matthew Boyle, William Cary, Michaela
Cavanagh, Conor Chopey, Jessica Ciampa,
Jonathan Clancy, Abigail Conlon, Nicholas
Constantine, Michael Corcoran, Alexander
Corea, Betsy Crossland, Matthew Daniel,
Cristian De Los Rios, Samuel DeJohn, Eric
Demers, Brittany Denicola, Andrew Donohue,
Daniel Dougherty, Charlotte Dreizen, Sofie
Fetter, Christopher Fischer, Katherine Fischer,
Marisa Garrity, Julia Godbee, Lee Goldberger,
Nicholas Grawehr, Allison Harth, Leigh
Heinbokel, Maria Hershey, Christopher Ick,
Gregory Inamine, Bryan Jung, Katelyn Kelly,
Michael Kirkland, Leo Kleiman-Lynch,
Hannah Knighton, Zoe Korunow, Tracy Kwok,
Austin Landaeta, Sarah Leahy, Paul Lizzo,
Sarah Lurie, Matthew Lynn, Michael
MacQuaide, Joanna McCormack, Joseph Mele,
John Merz, Charlotte Milford, Julia Miller,
Zachary Milrod, Louis Molinari, Vincent
Molinari, Janet Morrison, Ryan Morse, Charles
Naughton, Joshua Norton, Juliana Pastuzyn,
Kristen Pazdro, Nicole Pazdro, Crystal Pfaus,
Cara Realmuto, Meghan Reilly, Katie Rembisz,
Samantha Rembisz, Benjamin Ritter, Andrew
Rivera, Robert Romano, Sam Russak, Rohit
Saigal, Brian Schor, Melissa Shendell, Max
Shin, Isabelle Smelkinson, Henry Smith, Kevin
Smith, Eric Sokol, Brian Suler, Emily Suriano,
John Towe, Danzan Ubush, McKenna Wilso,
Jimmy Yan, Madeline Yeager, Allison Zale
Eighth Grade Distinguished Honor Roll
Sarah Albright, Meg Anderson, Gemma
Antoniewicz, Mary Barber, Michelle
Behzadpour, Kelley Biglin, Rebecca Bleich,
Daniel Brotman, Wilson Cheung, Rachel
Chodor, Molly Colvin, Eileen Cook, Jessica
Cronin, Lucas Cruz, Ella D’Amico, Carley
Davis, John DeDea, Michael DePaolo, Amie
Diamond, Melissa Diep, Isabel DoCampo,
Brian Duffy, Amanda Earl, Thomas Edwards,
Ryan Elliott, Brandon Eng, Bradley Erickson,
Emily Fahey, Jessie Fang, Kaitlyn Frey, Taylor Friss, Victoria Gagliano, Geena Gao, Alexa
Geltzeiler, Andrew Goldfarb, Zachary
Goldfarb, Abigail Goldring, Jacob Harris,
Samantha Hindes, Ryan Hobson, Kimberly
Hoffman, Bernadette Hopen, Krysta Huber,
Lindsey Jacobs, Rafaella Jakubovic, Dominik
Jedruszczak, Natasha Kazakevich, Pauna
Kiricheva, Allegra Larche, Timothy Lehmberg,
Danielle Lipschutz, Megan Luppino, Florence

Ma, Maeve Maloney, Amanda Marcotullio,
Hannah Margolin, Nathan Mitchell, Michael
Mondon, Kaycie O’Donnell, Thomas O’Neill,
Julian Olivares, Zhe Qin ,Matthew Ragoza,
Joseph Rinaldi, Erica Russo, Brett Ryan, Dean
Schapow, Andrew Schwarz, Megan Sheil
,Smriti Singh, Michael Snyder, Sari Solomon,
Mia Spitz, Hannah St. Lifer, Elizabeth Steller,
Amanda Stivala, Kathleen Tang, Leah Tavasi,
Leonidas Tolias, Jacob Vergara, Marisa
Watanabe, Caroline Weber, Matias Werner
Eighth Grade Honor Roll:
Christopher Albanese, Jacqueline Bambo,
Taylor Barber, Aimee Bass, Hannah Bass,
Jonathan Biagioli, Daniel Bigelow, James
Birnie, Zachary Botos, Casey Brennan, Nicholas Calello, Matthew Caminiti, Theresa Carlino,
Kathryn Caruso, Lauren Castaldo, Hsiao-Min
Chiang, Zachary Chodor, Justin Coelho, Nicole
Cruz, Cassandra Currens, Catherine DeMasi,
Melissa DeCandia, Kailey Decker, Sophia
DeVita, Brendan Dugan, Gabriella Estevez,
Daniel Fahrenthold, Adam Firestone, Samuel
Fischette, Elizabeth Fischetti, Declan
Fitzmaurice, Maggie Fox, Dana Friedman,
Evan Friedman, Michael Giacone, Kelly Gray,
Anna Graziadei, Jonathan Gribbin, Brianna
Guddemi, Henry Hershey, John Hogge, Lydia
Hughes, Jason Isbit, Samantha Jackson, John
Kirna, Tyler Knighton, James Kowalski, John
Lanzano, Jack Leahy, Tiara Lee-Harrington,
Brandon Levan, Kathryn Lobo, Eddy Lu, Maxwell Marchiano, Lauren Mathisen, Alex
McHugh, Allie Merkelson, Sydney Metzger,
Cecelia Mosco, James O’Rourke, Anne
Oldakowski, Ellis Opoku, Michael Osborne,
Anthony Pafumi, Gabriella Panarese, Emily
Polak, Megan Poyntz, Robert Psolka, Kristen
Quinton, Willi Rediker, Justin Ricardo, Julia
Rivera, Lauren Santiago, Eric Saunders,
Michael Schwab, Shweta Sethi, Nadia Sharif,
Cailly Simpson, Troy Skibitsky, Alina Spera,
Nicholas Sternal, Michael Stravach, Kathryn
Sullivan, Scott Sullivan, Evan Tarlow, Lauren
Tebbetts, Robin Toth, Anthony Valles, Matthew Varakian, David Verchick, Jacob
Wegbreit, Zachary Weissglass, Paul Werner,
Steven West, Danielle Wirtshafter, Thomas
Wolski, Steven Wronski, Timothy York.

IT’S MILLER-CORY TIME…St. Bartholomew Academy (SBA) Tiger Scouts
made gingerbread houses on December 2 at the historic Miller-Cory House
Museum in Westfield. They also listened to a story about a gingerbread girl,
toured the 18th-century home, made a holiday ornament, learned about openhearth cooking and sampled hot chocolate. The Miller-Cory House, a clapboard
farmhouse, was built on “the road to the mountains” in 1740.

Terrill Middle School

Honor Roll
First Marking Period

BLOUSTEIN SCHOLAR…Susan
Swenson, director of college counseling at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
in Edison, reported that Alice Ren of
Westfield is one of five seniors at the
school to be named an Edward J.
Bloustein Distinguished Scholar. Alice
ranked in the top 10 percent of her
graduating class at the end of her junior year, with a combined SAT score of
1260 to be awarded this honor. The
Distinguished Scholar award of up to
$1,000 is available annually without
regard to financial need. Alice is the
daughter of Westfield residents Haicang Ren and Jessica Cha.

MERITORIOUS…Ten students from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School have
been named Commended Students in the 2008 National Merit Scholarship
Program. The students, who have demonstrated a strong academic performance,
include, starting from the top row, left to right, Samuel Ungar, Courtney Slaten,
Neil Pratt, Marc L’Heureux, Patrick Doliber and Ming Lu. In the bottom row, left
to right, are Brian Pesin, Kathryn Albanese-Demair, Janine DeFeo and Victoria
McNally. These commended students placed among the top 5 percent of more
than 1.4-million students who entered the 2008 competition by taking the SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. In addition, Courtney L. Slaten was
has been recognized as a semi-finalist in the National Achievement Scholarship
Program, an academic competition that provides recognition for outstanding
Black American high-school students.

HUNG UP!!

Therapy Could Help Woman
Suffering From Depression
By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service
A Concerned Mother Writes: I have
a very, very sad daughter. She has
always been a loner and sees the
bottle as half empty, rather than half
full. She has had friends, but never
lets anyone get too close. My husband and I cannot communicate with
her; we have always encouraged her
to go out and mingle and date. At age
28, all we do is argue. Once, she said
she wanted to see a therapist, but I
feel she was born this way and nothing will help her change. Several
weeks ago, she showed me a cartoon
(October 25, 2007 of Hagar the Horrible). Hagar tells his friend, “The
world is simple once you understand
the significance of those three little
words.” His friend, Lucky, says, “I
love you?” Hagar answers, “No. No
one cares.” She said this would explain her emotional status. What
would you recommend?
Answer: Your daughter makes it
very clear that she feels alone and
isolated and that she is afraid to let
anyone get close. No one really cares
about her, and she will be hurt. She
has requested therapy in the past. I
would have her see someone immediately. I would not “encourage” her
to go out and mingle since her feelings of anxiety are strong. If, as you
believe, she was born depressed, and
the depression is due to chemical/
hormonal factors, psychotropic drugs
can be extremely effective (Of note,
three readers sent in that particular
Hagar the Horrible cartoon to illustrate their state of sadness).
An Angry Mother Writes: My husband enrolled our 9-year-old son in a
local sports program in which he learns
how to achieve in various sports
through strenuous training and exer-

cising. It eats up 10 hours a week.
When I talk to my husband about it, he
says that this is physically and mentally healthy, and it teaches my son to
be competitive and win. Secondly, he
feels this will help him eventually get
into a good competitive college where
he has to excel in order to obtain and
maintain scholarships.
My son does not complain (no one
does to my husband), but he does tell
me he is tired a lot and is unable to
relax and see friends. I know that this
society has become a competitive one,
particularly when college tuitions are
so expensive, and we try to deliver the
best entrance application possible.
But are we doing the right thing?
Answer: Each family will have to
decide what it feels is best for its
children. I have three responses to
your question: 1) What do you mean
that no one complains to your husband? Family members should feel
free to express themselves; 2) Where
were you when your husband enrolled your son?; 3) I feel children
should enjoy being a child without
being deprived of a childhood filled
with fun, play dates, arts, crafts, sports
and “technical joys” such as video
games, etc. I feel that creating a
mindset of being the best, the fastest,
“You can do it” attitude is exhausting
and anxiety provoking. A parent must
ask himself/herself the question: am I
doing it for the child, or for me?
An Inquisitive Reader Writes: Of
all the potential candidates for next
year’s presidential election, which
person, in your opinion, is the healthiest (emotionally)?
Answer: Please don’t ask me. I’m
still searching (No letters on this,
please).

EYE AM LEGEND… Westfield Superintendent of Schools Margaret Dolan
visited the current Hi’s Eye staff and commended them on their work. Standing
behind Ms. Dolan is Pratik Mehta, opinion editor; and seated, from left to right,
are Lauren Frankfort, graphics editor; Ali Donohue, Iris page editor; and Lauren
Brunhofer, advertising manager.

HOLIDAY CHEER…Holiday Express, an all-volunteer band that presents
about 50 concerts between Thanksgiving and Christmas at places it feels people
need cheering up, gave its seventh-consecutive annual concert at the Matheny
Medical and Educational Center earlier this month. Matheny is a special hospital
and special-education school in Peapack for children and adults with medically
complex developmental disabilities. Sixteen-year-old Matheny student Allyson
Merer, left, got into the holiday spirit, assisted by Holiday Express “elf” Lynn
Cooperhouse of Shrewsbury. Allyson is the daughter of Barry and Donna Merer
of Scotch Plains. On December 20 members of the Matheny Choir performed
with Holiday Express at its Christmas show at the Count Basie Theatre in Red
Bank.

LOCALS TAKE THE EXPRESS…Dressed in their pajamas, Franklin Elementary School kindergarteners in Joellen Surace’s class form a human “Polar
Express” train to follow a paper train track through the halls. They arrived at the
school library, where Franklin School Principal Eileen Cambria reads the story
to them.

SCOTCH PLAINS –Terrill Middle
School Principal Kevin Holloway
revealed the school’s first marking
period honorees.
Sixth Grade Honor Roll
Cathryn Amberg, Jacob Arkin, Sara Babbitt, Douglas Belcik, Frank Besson, Michael
Borik, Michael Boyle, Thomas Braun, Rachel
Brody, Jeffrey Cahn, Olivia Cannon, Michael
Carlos, Amber Chabus, Jasmine Charles, Kevin
Charos, Gabriell Charschan, Nicole Cieslinski,
Alex Cimring, Thomas Clarke, Mimi Contreras,
Madison Cooper, Christopher DeGregorio,
Caroline Devito, Michael DiFabio, Kenneth
Evely, Drew Garber, Eliza Going, Alyssa Goldsmith, Gabriel Gonzalez, Christian Gordon,
Tyler Hardgrove, Katherine Harper, Brian
Heath, Brandon Ho, Lucy Hollander, Michael
Hopkins, Carly Huxford, Vincent Iannuzzi,
Alexandra Jacobs, Samantha Jacobs, Gina
Jadelis, Andrew Kalaligian, Tracey Katz,
Caroline Keane, Kayla Kocha, Daniel Korduba,
Yusra Lakhani, James Lettieri, Christian
Lettieri, Jamie Levitt, Amanda Marcus, Alex
Mazursky, Brendan McKenna, Connor
McNamara, Ailene McNamara, Amanda
Michnowski, Alex Montagna, Paige Morrison,
Nicole Nugent, Jeffrey Okoro, Andrew Olin,
Thomas Osterman, Nikhil Patel, Jeffrey Peart,
John (Jake) Pletscher, Jack Poillon, Jeffrey
Ponzio, Jessica Prelusky, Jahlisa Prunty,
Samantha Rego, Joseph Rembish, Samantha
Ricciardi, Elias Riginos, Alex Rodriguez,
Shayna Rogoff, Hansel Romero, William
Rosenberger, Jake Rosenblatt, Neil
Rosenzweig, Zachary Rothenberg, Michael
Rothman, Natalie Rothweiler, Nicole
Silverman, Trevor Skanes, Corinne Spies,
Grant Sultatos, Adam Tropp, Samantha
Tropper, Jenny Tyler, Emily Vaughn, Elias
Vitoroulis, Nah’rya Walker-Pierson, Michael
Walsh, Malik Watkins, Erin Weber, Megan
Welch, Carly Werkheiser, Olivia Whitehouse,
Emily Williamson, Kurtis Wisniewski, Peter
Wright, Elise Xu, Andy Xu, George Ye, Benjamin Yorkovich, Christian Zazzali
Sixth Grade High Honor Roll
Leigh Abramson, Casey Abramson, Vasu
Agrawal, Kelsey Ames, Eduardo Arocha, Judah
Axelrod, Jessica Banasiak, Lea Barny, Carly
Bayroff, Sal Bhakuni, Allison Caramico,
Angelo Chaia, Erin Connors, Meghan Costello,
Catherine Coughlan, Andrew Davis, Kyle
Debelak, Demi DeBonis, Stephen DeDuck,
Katherine DeMarco, Gabriella DePaola, Brian
Deutschmeister, Marissa DiBella, Connor English, John Fabricatore, Carly Fleischer, Megan
Foley, Gianni Garyfallos, Elizabeth Gelling,
Justin Giacona, Matthew Giardiello, Zachary
Goland, Marc Gotliboym, Sara Hayes, John
Horre, Alicia Jiang, Benjamin Kaminoff, Justin Kaufman, Rebecca Klee, Paul Kussner,
Julia Lavelle, Constandinos Logus, Sara
Lombardi, Joshua Lopez, Madison Maisel,
Jenna Maizes, Amanda Malool, Madeline
McGovern, Kyra Morling, Alexandra Negri,
Alexander O’Hara, Onyiny Ohamadike, Joseph Pagano, Alexa Paiva, Maria Pansulla,
Matthew Picone, Lindsay Ratner, Erik Reiman,
Alyssa Riporti, Sarah Robinson, Mia Rossi,
Elizabeth Schwartz, Sabrina Shih, Andrew
Smith, Monica Squeri, Lekha Surasani, Alexis
Veglia, Megan Voorhees, Thomas Walker,
Olivia Wallden, Erica Weiss, Olivia Whitmer,
Caitlin Williams, MacKenzie Wright, Alex
Wu, Benjamin Yin
Seventh Grade Honor Roll
Ricky Abichandani, Lynn Babich, Brynne
Bartiromo, Jonathan Belfer, Patrick Bell, Alexa
Bergenfeld, Jeremy Berkowitz, Jordan
Bernstein, Thomas Bonacum, Samuel Brause,
Jason Breit, Glenisha Brown, Benjamin
Caldora, Anna Cannone, Tighe Chemidlin,
Quinn Cicolello, Nathan Clark, Theresa Clarke,
Andrew Coronato, Nasim Dariani, Taylor
Diken, Sari Dorn, Morgan Ellman, Amanda
Espinoza, James Freeman, Ryan Gajdzisz,
Allison Geissler, Jason Gerstenfeld, Victoria
Giamboi, Nicholas Gianni, Jillian Gonzales,
Dasia Green, Matthew Greenberg, Emma
Guidi, Spencer Hambleton, Alyssa Hartstein,
Emily Ho, Eryn Hopkins, Hadley Jones, Conor
Kelly, Siobhan Kirby, Jason Klee, Lauren
Koederitz, Caroline Leahy, Andrew Leischner,
Kira Loh, Katherine Loi, Thomas Magelinski,
Paige Mankin, Jacob Margulies, Maxine
Marvosa, Samuel Mehorter, Olivia Mendes,
Christine Miklas, Gabriele Miller, Emily Miller,
Jordan Milo, Jay Morris, RaeAndrea Moses,
Rachel Naugle, Hannah Nizri, Kelly O’Leary,
Lee Ann Orenczak, Alex Ozdamar, Steven
Pedersen, Dominick Pigna, Nikell Porter, Carly
Prowe, Aidan Racaniello, Kevin Raszka, Jamie
Rauch, Chandler Reeson, Sasha Refinski, Haley
Regan, Imogen Rosenbluth, Michael

Rosenheck, Gabrielle Sabony, Leah Salituro,
Kristen Schiavo, Amanda Schroder, Andrew
Schwartz, Hashem Selim, Dazu Shi, Joshua
Simon, Jeremy Sonpar, Kayla Spector, Michael
Stein, Colin Stripling, Jenny Tomasso, Michael
Vignola, Benjamin Wagner, Joanna Walker,
Carly Whitmer, Nathaniel Woerner, Caitlyn
Worthey, Jacob Zacharia, Tal Zaksenberg, Amy
Zhuang, Marissa Ziering
Seventh Grade High Honor Roll
Ross Alexander, Andrew Bell, Julie Busch,
Mehak Chawla, Julia Chimienti, Zachary
Ciabattari, Jackson Cochran-Carney,
Jacqueline Fabricatore, Scott Flanzman, Jason
Fortunato, Grd Sarah Freeman, Kerri Gilman,
Julie Glover, Paige Goldner, Sarah Hensley,
Victoria Karakis, Marianne Khalil, Jessica
Klein, Kelly Lapham, Daniel Liang, Dara
Maguire, Ivy Malao, Gabrielle Mendes, Julia
Mendes, Christine Monroy, Andrea Moore,
Kristen Northrup, Lucy Oliva, Benjamin Oster,
Jesse Ozdamar, Ariana Paradiso, Meredith
Parker, Alexandra Peluso, Sophia Randazzo,
Michael Rempter, Amanda Rimpici, Karla
Rizzi, Menaka Sanghvi, Hailee Sciara, Deirdre
Sheridan, Leila Shevins, Tristan Sizemore,
Alexandra Sullivan, Jodie Thompson, Isabela
Uribe, Justine Valdes, Alexa VanBesien, Andrew Wheeler, Michael White, Lindsey
Wilkinson
Eighth Grade Honor Roll
Raphael Abella, Steven Alleman, Meghan
Allen, Michala Allen, Andrew Alonzo,
Nicolette Ambrosio, Jourdan Archer-Sizemore,
Kelly Ayers, William Babis, Dara Baliatico,
Stephanie Beauvais, Allison Begalman, Elijahu
Ben-Michael, Rohan Bhatt, Michael Caminiti,
Teresa Cannone, Daniela Caro-Esposito,
Zachary Carow, Alec Chabus, Jacqueline
Cirincione, Eric Coffey, Grant Crandall, Taylor Dashiell, Marty Davidson, II, Russell Davis,
Madelyne Dhaliwal, Samantha Diaz, Maria
Diwane, Nicholas Donatelli, Alison Durant,
Robert Dyckman, Kori Fleischman, Jillian
Gardner, Roman Gerus, Joshua Getman, Noelle
Giacona, Craig Gorbunoff, Sara Heiden, Evan
Hodulik, Stephanie Holmes, Karina
Homentowska, Alexander Hoover, Naomi Joseph, Kaitlin Kearney, Melissa Keiser, Matthew Kempner, Jonathan Kerby, Hanaa
Lakhani, Inaya Lakhani, Zachary Lenoff,
Alexandra Loop, Evan Lubranski, Jacqueline
Mains, Kaitlyn Majek, Breanna Malcolm, Anna
Malone, Bianca Marcazzo, Alex Markovits,
Kelsey Mattimore, Julian McCarthy, Ryan
McKenna, Matthew Monroy, Siddharh Nirmal,
Daniel Nizolak, Cole Nowlin, Emily Palmer,
Daniel Pesin, Nicholas Poulios, Jane
Rabinovich, Benjamin Ratner, Cassidy Reilly,
Miriam Reiserova, Margot Rejaud, Brandon
Rodriquez, Michael Sabony, Salli Jean Saputo,
Justin Scholar, Jennifer Schwarz, Eli
Silverstein, Andrew Skoog, Tracy Staeudle,
Daniel Stein, Michael Steinfeld, Sheila Strong,
Sara Tepper, Chloe Thomas, Erica Tropp, Julia
Van Etten, Michael Vilarino, Melissa Wasser,
Callum Wayman, Jennifer Wendel, Allison
Whitehouse, Sarah Ziegler
Eighth Grade High Honor Roll
Emma Budiansky, Lindsey Cianciotta, Ryan
Coughlan, Rosalie DePaola, Joseph Dunn,
Lauren Eckert, Destinee Edwards, Alexandra
Ehrenthal, Caitlin English, Elizabeth Gallo,
Ryan Henkels, Brenda Ho, Jacquelyn Isola,
Tamara Itzkowitz, Ian Johnston, Priya Kamdar,
Ezra Klein, Alyssa Laki, Jonathan Mahoney,
Casey McBride, Brigid McGovern, Varshini
Narayanan, Chioma Onwuanaegbule,
Madhumit Parmar, Kaitlin Picone, Danielle
Rosenblatt, Valerie Rovner, Rula Saeed, Seth
Schlisserman, Angela Schnatter, Avia Shadmi,
Abigail Slaugh, Taylor Sprague, Nicholas
Stawicki, Cynthia Timko, Nicole Turso,
Heather Ullery, Marissa Visci, Jaime Weisbrot.

Jump Start Students
Bake Holiday Cheer
SCOTCH PLAINS –Students in
the Jump Start Pre-Kindergarten
classes at Brunner and Evergreen
Elementary Schools in Scotch Plains
recently baked gingerbread cookies
for the children of Home First in
Plainfield.
The young bakers worked along
with teachers and parent volunteers
to make several batches of gingerbread cookies from scratch. The
young bakers hope that their cookies
will make the children of Home First
smile during the holiday season.
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whole group then biked together back
up to Westfield.
Mark Otto, one of Mr. Clark’s
friends, said while he hadn’t been
riding far as of late, it was important
to him to join his friend.
“I figured if he could ride crosscountry, whatever pain I’d have for
those 100 miles would be nothing,”
he said.
Mr. Clark said riding home the last
50 miles with his wife and friends was
definitely one of the highlights of a trip
that had proven challenging at times,
especially with rapid weather changes

and some detours along the
way.
“You can’t really train for
that level of intensity, so it
really wears you down,”
said Mr. Clark, who lost 10
pounds over the course of
the journey. “But I got stronger and stronger each
day…I feel really good.”
~Christie Storms

the kitchen of a local VFW
hall.
Chapter President Bob
Rial, along with about 30
other members of Les
Marmitons (French for
“chef’s helpers”), invited
Wes Sawi, owner and top
chef at Café Monet in
Millburn, to oversee the A HORSE IS A HORSE...During the Four Centuries Tour, at the Dr. William Robinson Plantation in Clark, built in 1609,
club’s cooking event, held a young girl enjoys a horse ride courtesy of volunteer Jenny Black and her horse, Paisley. (Christie Storms for The Leader/
Geoff Clark
each month during the Times). CANNON BALL RUN…The Osborn Cannonball House’s Open House on Front Street in Scotch Plains held a
In later November, the local chapter “cooking season” (September to Victorian Christmas-themed event at which harpist Joanne Hansen serenaded visitors, mannequins and volunteer models
Kay Buinis, right, and Renate Maroney, second from right. (Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader/Times)
of a gentlemen’s-only French-cooking May).
club, known as Les Marmitons, took to
A typical Les Marmitons event involves members taking turns inviting “I was stunned.”
Written by Tom DeNigris and
The market also offered the chance
Photo by Linda B. Condrillo
an executive chef to over~Linda B. Condrillo to observe dedicated artists hard at Westfield resident Lee Hale, “The
see the evening’s meal. The
Coaching Edge: The Gary Kehler
December
work.
menu and recipes are obRichard Rothbard, who – along Story” chronicles these and many
tained with portions modiAt the Westfield Artists with his wife, Johanna – directs other accomplishments during Coach
fied based on the number
Market (WAM) held at the American Art Marketing, the com- Kehler’s career.
of guests.
After reviewing the book, The
Westfield Armory over the pany that promoted WAM, said, “[The
The members shop and
weekend of December 1 market] is one of the best in the state, Leader/ Times noted that it provides a
deliver the food to the
and 2, visitors found the and it has wonderful juried artists. It unique glimpse inside the head of a
VFW, where teams are asmarket to be the ideal place is worth meeting them and seeing brilliant strategist who had a plan for
signed by course and overwinning that encompassed “characto pick up a beautiful, their work.”
seen by the executive chef.
hand-made, one-of-a kind
~Marylou Morano ter phases…physical phases…and
This was the second time
mental approaches.”
outfit or a piece of jewelry.
Jewelry by Michael
Mr. Sawi has overseen a
Coach Kehler also taught his playAttendees could easily
Not every high-school football
Alexander
Les Marmitons event and
find something for them- coach gets a book written about him. ers the value of good football instincts.
noted, “These guys are a terrific group selves, their homes or to give as gifts
“Our system, defensively and ofBut then again, Gary Kehler – the
and very good to work with,” he said. for the holidays.
former Westfield High School (WHS) fensively, relies on quickness and the
football coach who died in early De- execution of fundamentals,” the authors quote Coach Kehler as saying.
cember – had quite a story to tell.
It was this winning attitude that
During his 22-year career in
Westfield, Coach Kehler guided the caused a rival football coach to call
Blue Devils through nine undefeated WHS “the Notre Dame of New Jersey high-school football.”
seasons.
~Marylou Morano
He also steered the WHS team
JUST DUCKY...Chef Wes Sawi of Café Monet prepares pâté de foies de canard,
By MARYLOU MORANO
mas Carol” mesmerized the FML through a 48-game winning streak.
Michael J. Pollack compiled the list.
Specially
Written
for
The
Westfield
Leader
and
The
Times
the first of a four-course duck feast at Les Marmitons’ cooking event at the
audience and was a testament to his
Kenilworth VFW in late November.
FANWOOD – Old Man Winter was stage versatility.
“It was a wonderful family event
no match for Ebenezer Scrooge on
Sunday, December 15, for despite attended by people of all ages,” said
light snowfall early in the day, the Dan Weiss, director of FML.
In 2003, Mr. Bodine received a
Fanwood Memorial Library’s (FML)
presentation of an adaptation of “A “Grants For the Arts” award for his
Christmas Carol” went on as planned. enactment of “A Christmas Carol.”
Approximately 35 people attended The New York State Council on the
the one-act adaptation of Charles Arts and The Long Island Arts CounDickens’ Christmas classic, which cil provided the award.
Mr. Bodine, who lives in New York
was written and enacted by actor Greg
Oliver Bodine and sponsored by The City and Oyster Bay, Long Island,
has performed on the New York stage
Friends of FML.
Mr. Bodine’s presentation was with Ensemble Studio Theatre, Metbased on Charles Dickens’ second ropolitan Playhouse, American Globe
American reading tour, which was Theatre, Manhattan Theatre Source
held during the winter of 1867-1868. and others.
He has also appeared on television
Dickens, by then an established
and well-read author, conducted pub- shows, including “Guiding Light,”
lic readings of his works to supple- “As the World Turns” and “Saturday
Karen Clarkson for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ment the income he earned from writ- Night Live.”
(GUIDING) LIGHT HOUSE...Clark resident Gloria Hanewald won the opporAccording to Mr. Weiss, the enact- tunity to have the 2007 Emmy for Outstanding Drama Series brought to her home.
ing.
During his readings, Dickens would ment of “A Christmas Carol” is but A fan of “Guiding Light” for years, she said she was “shaking all over” when
often dramatize specially selected one in a series of programs for adults Frank Dicopolous (police chief Frank Cooper on the show and a Morganville
scenes of his works by acting out the at FML, and he invites all to FML’s resident) hand-delivered the prize to her door.
next presentation, “The History of
parts of his characters.
Dickens’ dramatizations became Animation” on Wednesday, January,
popular in the United States and En- 30.
On that evening, local resident
gland, eventually earning him a reputation as both a stage performer and Russell Scholl will present a historiSusan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
cal survey of animated “shorts.”
writer.
GROOVIN’ ALL WEEK(END) WITH YOU...Paper Mill Kids – preteens and
For more information, contact FML
Like Dickens, Mr. Bodine’s ability
teens who attend theater classes at the Millburn playhouse – dance at Milburn’s
to portray the characters of “A Christ- at (908) 322-6400.

Bodine Brings ‘Carol’ to Life
At Fanwood Mem. Library

Year In Photos
Sept. Thr
ough Dec.
Through

Year In Photos
Sept. Thr
ough Dec.
Through

kick-off block party for Happy Days: The Musical. Hana Yokoi of Summit, a
seventh grader who has been taking classes at the Paper Mill since she was 5, right,
appeared at the apex of the dancers. She sparkled as she recreated dance steps
from an era decades before her birth.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING FROM HIS TREK…Surrounded by friends who biked from
Allentown to Westfield with him, Geoff Clark – third from left in center row with
his wife, Jennifer – returned in November from a three-week bike journey across
the country to benefit cancer research.

CDC Theatre Announces
Auditions For Oklahoma
CRANFORD – The wind has come
“sweepin’ ‘round the plains” and
landed in Cranford, where auditions
for the Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC)
Theatre’s spring production of Oklahoma will be held. Open auditions
will be held at the theatre, located at 78
Winans Road, on Saturday and Sunday, January 12 and 13, at 1 p.m. and
Tuesday, January 15, at 7:30 p.m.
Broadway veteran Juan Pineda will
direct the show, which opens in May.
The CDC Theatre seeks a multi-ethnic/multi-generational cast. Strong
singers who can move well and strong
dancers who can sing will be considered for all parts. All parts are open
and have not been pre-cast.
Those auditioning should prepare
16 bars of an up-tempo and ballad in
the style of Rogers and Hammerstein
and bring sheet music in the proper
key. No lead sheets will be provided.
Prospective cast members should be
prepared to move.
Production dates include Fridays,
May 2, 9 and 16; Saturdays, May 3,
10 and 17; and Sundays, May 4, (a
benefit) and 11 at 2:30 p.m.
A breakdown of the cast is as follows:
Curly — A proud and handsome ranch
hand who loves Laurey.
Role: Lead Age: 20 – 33, Sex: M, Voice:
Baritone (C3 to F4)
Laurey Williams — Eller’s stubborn and
beautiful niece who loves Curly. Very independent. Role: Lead, Age: 16 – 25, Sex: F,
Voice: Soprano (C4 to A5)
Ado Annie Carnes — A slightly promiscuous flirt who cannot say “no” to men’s

advances. Ditzy and gullible. Role: Supporting, Age: 18 – 25, Sex: F, Voice: Soprano (C4
to F5)
Ali Hakim — A wily Persian peddler.
*Has an unusual accent
Role: Supporting, Age: 25 – 45, Sex: M,
Voice: N/A
Aunt Eller — Laurey’s well-respected,
friendly, and motherly Aunt. The matriarch
of the community. Role: Supporting, Age:
40 – 60, Sex: F, Voice: Mezzo (G3 to F5)
Jud Fry — A grim loner who is a hired
hand on Laurey’s farm. He lusts after Laurey.
Sullen, mysterious and dangerous. Role:
Supporting, Age: 27 – 40, Sex: M, Voice:
Baritone (D2 to D?4)
Will Parker — A happy but simple fellow
who is in love with Ado Annie Carnes. Not
overly bright. Moves well. Role: Supporting,
Age: 25 – 35, Sex: M, Voice: Tenor (D3 to F4)
Andrew Carnes — Ado Annie’s father.
Very protective of her reputation and very
much wants to get her married off. Role:
Supporting, Age: 40 – 65, Sex: M, Voice:
Tenor/bari (F3 to F4)
Cord Elam — A cowman, moves well Role:
Featured Ensemble, Age: 25 – 65, Sex: M,
Voice: Baritone (G2 to A4)
Fred — A cowman. Moves well, Role:
Featured Ensemble, Age: 18 – 35, Sex: M
Voice: Baritone
Gertie Cummings — A flirtatious girl who
desperately wants to get married. She has a
very distinctive laugh. Moves well. Role:
Featured Ensemble, Age: 18 – 25, Sex: F,
Voice: N/A
Ike Skidmore — A cowman. Moves well.
Role: Featured Ensemble, Age: 40 – 65, Sex:
M, Voice: Baritone (D3 to G4)
Farmers, cowmen, farmers, daughters –
Multi-ethnic/multi-generational ensemble
of singers who move well. Also seeking
several dancers who sing. Role: Chorus,
Age: 15 – 65
Younger Siblings – Role: Chorus, Age: 7 –
14

For more information, see
cdctheatre.org or call (908) 276-7611.

Madrigal Singers ‘Sing Joy!
Sing Love! Sing Peace!’
WESTFIELD – The Madrigal Singers, directed by Elaine Fiorino, will
present “Sing Joy! Sing Love! Sing
Peace!” on Sunday, January 6, at 4
p.m. at the First United Methodist
Church, located at 1 East Broad Street
in Westfield.
Guest flutists Jenny Cline and Susan Graham will join The Madrigal
Singers in these festive musical celebrations of Christmas across the centuries, from the medieval chant that
opens the program to a contemporary
arrangement for flutes and voices of
a 15th-Century “Personent hodie” by
New Jersey composer John Sichel,
who also sings bass with the group.
Christmas readings from the Bible
and Shakespeare will introduce the
musical selections, with the Reverend Edward Carll serving as reader.
The concert offers a selection of
polyphonic choral masterpieces from
the European Renaissance by continental and English composers.
Choral works by Charpentier,
Praetorius, Scheidt, Sweelinck, Jacob
Handl, Josquin des Pres and Thomas
Tomkins weave together voices in four
and five parts into a tapestry of words
and music, while Giovanni Gabrielli’s
“O magnum mysterium” and Samuel
Scheidt’s “A child is born in Bethlehem”
add the antiphonal excitement of eightpart double choir settings.
Modern harmonies are heard in
arrangements for women’s voices by

Teacher Demonstrates
‘Piano Methods’
SPRINGFIELD
–
Emma
Mamayeva will demonstrate the techniques she describes in her book,
“How to Play Your Favorite Melodies
– It Couldn’t Be Simpler,” at the
Springfield Free Public Library on
Sunday, January 13.
After more than 30 years of teaching and performing piano concerts,
Mrs. Mamayeva, who runs Emma’s
Piano Studio in Springfield, published
“The Piano Method.” This book
teaches a simple method for playing
popular tunes.
Mrs. Mamayeva will give a short
talk, with the majority of the time
spent showing off her techniques. Her
students will also play popular songs
from Broadway tunes to the “Top
40.” The book will be available for
sale, and Mrs. Mamayeva has agreed
to autograph them.
The library is located at 66 Mountain Avenue. For additional information, call (973) 376-4930.

John Rutter and Max Reger of the
traditional German “Quem pastores”
and “Maria Wiegenlied,” as well as in
a setting of William Blake’s poem
“The Lamb” for women’s trio by contemporary American composer Tim
Blickhan.
Mirroring the final reading, the
Austrian carol “Still, still, still” reflects the quiet awe inspired by Christmas Eve. Finally, “Sir Christèmas”
arrives with his joyful message, and
all voices offer an enthusiastic welcome in William Mathias’ lively setting of the 15th-Century carol.
Mary Arnold, Donna Brumbaugh,
William Brumbaugh, Martha
Desmond (Cranford), Richard
DeVany, Sebastian Hill, Heather
Keith, David Lawrence, Roberta
Lichtenberg, Jennifer Melick, Pamela
Newell (Westfield), Sarah Riffel, Kirk
Robbins (Fanwood), John Sichel
(Mountainside), Lynn Sichel, Marty
Silverberg and Margaret Thompson
(Mountainside) will sing for the group
this season.
Admission is by donation at the
door. For further information, call
(908) 233-1570.

Calderone Teacher
Rocks Haiti, D. Republic
AREA – On November 24, Yunier
Bello, guitar, bass and Kindermusik
teacher at the Calderone School of
Music, participated in the
“International Day of Prayer,” a
special event presented on the border
of Haiti and the Dominican Republic.
Thousands of Haitians and
Dominicans attended to hear
speakers, a rock concert and pray
together. According to the event’s
sponsor, Stepping Stones Ministries,
“International Day of Prayer
recognized a unique collaboration
between Haitians and Dominicans in
their tri-state area and overseas.”
Mr. Bello became a part of an
international/intercultural ensemble
that played Christian Rock, Latin
Rock, International Pop and some
American Rock-n-Roll. Singers sung
in Spanish, French, Creole and
English.
The Calderone School of Music is
a New Jersey State Registered
Professional School, established in
1975. For more information, contact
Professor Kathleen Calderone at (973)
428-0405 in East Hanover or (973)
467-4688 in the Springfield school,
or
log
on
to
calderoneschoolofmusic.com.

Courtesy of Gerry Goodstein

MEET ME AT PAPER MILL...Actors at the Paper Mill Playhouse perform a
scene from Meet Me In St. Louis, the season’s second show, directed by Mark
Hoebee. Mr. Hoebee will work alongside Mark Jones, the new executive director.
Above, from left to right, are Julia Osborne, Mary Jo McConnell, Ashley
Arcement, Wes Hart, Brynn O’Malley (Esther Smith), Jessica Bircann, Erin
Henry, Dani Speller, Alicia Charles, and Jessica Rochwarger.

Tomasulo Hosts Davson’s
‘hero and monster’ Display
CRANFORD – Union County
College’s Tomasulo Gallery will play
host to the exhibition “hero and monster” by New Jersey artist Victor
Davson from January 18 through
March 6.
This exhibition is a collection of
mixed-media works by the artist, in
which he develops his works over the
front of LP album covers.
He titles the exhibition “hero and
monster” as a reference to the poem
“We are all involved” by Martin
Carter. Mr. Davson believes that,
“…we are – heroes and monsters,
alike – collectively responsible for
the condition of humanity.”
Mr. Davson, an artist his entire life,
also serves as the executive director

Players to Commit
Crimes of the Heart
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Players will perform
Crimes of the Heart, a Pulitzer Prizewinning play by Beth Henley, in early
January.
The theatre, located at 1000 North
Avenue, West, will show performances on January 5, 11, 12, 18 and
19 at 8 p.m.
For tickets, call (908) 232-1221.
Single tickets (reserved seating) cost
$15.

and co-founder of Aljira Center for
Contemporary Art in Newark. According to its website, Aljira’s mission is to “foster excellence in the
visual arts through exhibitions and
educational programs that serve as
catalysts for inclusiveness and diversity, promote cross-cultural dialog and
enable us to better understand the
time in which we live.”
In collaboration with Mr. Davson’s
art, this exhibition will also show the
work of two current art students at
Union County College. Maria
Conneran will contribute 12 illustrations from her project inspired by
Fran Kafka’s “Metamorphosis,” and
Theodosia Tamborlane will create
abstracts on paper in black and white.
Their works will also be 12 inches in
size – the same size as an LP jacket,
to match the works of Davson.
The opening reception for “hero
and monster” will be held on Friday,
January 18, from 6 to 8 p.m. in the
Tomasulo Gallery.
The college’s Cranford campus is
located at 1033 Springfield Avenue.
The gallery is open between 1 and 4
p.m. on Mondays through Thursdays
and from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays. The gallery is open evenings
from 6 to 9 p.m. on Tuesdays through
Thursdays. For more information, call
(908) 709-7155.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com
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BERRY B. GOODE...Chuck Berry acknowledges the crowd during his performance at Cranford’s Nomahegan Park in
September.

HALF-TIME HAPPINESS…Maestro David Wroe, far right, enjoys a moment of relaxation at intermission with renowned
international guest soloists, from left to right, Eduardo Calcano (Giuseppe Verdi Conservatory, Milan), Jiyeun Cholee
(Seoul National Opera) and Daeson No (New York City Opera) during the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s (WSO) silveranniversary, season-opening performance of Verdi’s Rigoletto in concert at Summit Presbyterian Church.
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Part 3 of 3 Sept. – Dec.
September

50,000 attendees throughout the day
Mr. Marshall told The Leader/
and night, this year’s MusicFest was, Times, “We hope to take the show on
September began with the passing by far, the largest in its history.
the road for a year. Paper Mill is a
of Barbara Schwinn, 60, a fixture in
“This has really taken off,” he said. great place to kick it off.”
the Westfield art scene, on September “It’s definitely one of the fastest grow~Susan M. Dougherty
1. She had resided in Westfield since ing in New Jersey, if not the largest.”
1952.
Prior to the event, hundreds of
October
According to her obituary in The people convened at Shane Walsh Field
Westfield Leader and The Times, “Her in Cranford for the Rock On!
In celebration of Union County’s
greatest love was art,” and she served Walkathon, a two-mile trek to 150th anniversary, 25 of its historic
as president of the Westfield Art As- Nomahegan Park.
homes opened to the public for the
sociation for many years.
Mr. D’Elia said the approximately annual Four Centuries in a Weekend
400 people who walked –combined heritage festival.
with others who
Visitors enjoyed period reenactors,
This
year
donated through- storytellers, live musical performarked the 20th
out the day – raised mances and informative guides, all
anniversary of
close to $100,000 inviting them to compare what life
Westfield artist
for the battle was like in Union County throughout
Gerald Sargent
against cancer.
different centuries.
Foster’s death, and
The walkathon
~Christie Storms
the attention given
benefited two
to one of his mucharitable organiRock fans don’t usually show up in
rals brought his
zations, the New tuxes, and rock stars don’t usually
name and his work
Jersey Citizens share the stage with a symphony orinto the local foreCoalition
for chestra, but for one night in October,
front once again,
Cures and the Love an inspiring jazz-style performance
during the early
Hope Strength from Queen Latifah at the New Jerpart of September.
F o u n d a t i o n sey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC)
After a multi(LHSF).
in Newark mirrored the hall’s history
month restoration
New Jersey As- of blending cultures, celebrating the
project,
Mr.
s e m b l y w o m a n arts and even going a little crazy for
Foster’s oil-onLinda Stender, As- hometown heroes.
canvas,
“The
semblyman Neil
NJPAC celebrated its 10th anniverBattle of Cranford
Cohen and Union sary with a gala event headlined by
M. Dougherty for The Leader/Times
during the Ameri- LET’S Susan
the Queen and wished itself a happy
FACE IT...Six-year-old Emily County Freeholdcan Revolution,” Figueroa of Westfield displays the art- ers Bette Jane 10th birthday by making its party a
once again hung in work painted on her face at the Musicfest Kowalski, Angel homecoming.
the lobby of the ’07 in Cranford.
Estrada, Chester
With a set list culled from her latest
Cranford Post Office.
Holmes and Deborah Scanlon par- two albums, Latifah put emotional
Mr. Foster, known professionally ticipated in the walk.
force behind jazz songs both famous
as Gerald S. Foster and Gerald Fos~Christie Storms and obscure.
ter, painted two murals in 1954 that
The highlight –
still hang in the rotunda of the
At a joint block
both in its power
Westfield Municipal Building to this party set up by the
and in its appropriday.
Township
of
ateness – was her
One depicts the Westfield Train Millburn and the
rendition of “I
Station in the 1800s when it was a Paper Mill PlayKnow Where I’ve
stop on the “Elizabethtown- house, people came
Been”
from
Somerville Rail Line.”
by the hundreds to
Hairspray. With
Former Mayor and Westfield his- take in the gorgeous
that song, Latifah
torian Garland “Bud” Boothe ex- fall
weather,
had provided the
plained the significance of this mu- 1950’s-priced food,
emotional climax in
ral: “The coming of the railroad to hula-hoop competithis summer’s muWestfield is one of the most impor- tions, dance consical remake of the
tant events in Westfield history,” he tests and the prommovie; with her
said. “The railroad is what made ise of celebrities
sway among her
Westfield what it is today. At one during the kickoff
peers, she had ortime, one out of every seven people of Happy Days: The
chestrated a starliving in Westfield traveled by train.” Musical, a new prostudded red-carpet
~Marylou Morano duction by actor/
premiere of the
Susan M. Dougherty for The Leader/Times
writer/producer THESE
movie at NJPAC.
HAPPY DAYS ARE YOURS
In mid-September, non-stop live Garry Marshall and AND MINE...Milburn’s block party
And at this gala
musical performances could be heard composer Paul Wil- had music, food and fun with people celebration, after
from early morning on into the night liams.
you haven’t seen for awhile. Garry speeches focusing
during Union County’s MusicFest
Poodle skirts, Marshall, the writer of Happy Days: on the Newark-enheld at Nomahegan Park in Cranford. pedal-pushers and The Musical, which ran for five weeks riching goals upon
Artists included Live, Chuck Berry, leather jackets be- at the Paper Mill Playhouse, poses which NJPAC was
Fountains of Wayne, The Alarm, The came the fashion of with his high-school friend John conceived, no lyrSmithereens, The English Beat, The choice. Millburn Wellington of Summit.
ics could have been
Old Ceremony, The Apples in Stereo Mayor Dan Baer even donned his more poignant: “There’s a dream in
and Roselle Park’s Beale Street Love. black leather jacket and got into the the future, there’s a struggle that we
Sebastian D’Elia, director of the swing of things, dancing a few num- have yet to win. And there’s pride in
Union County Office of Public Infor- bers with his 12-year-old daughter, my heart ‘cause I know where I’m
mation, said with approximately Arlynn.
going, and I know where I’ve been,”
the Newark native sang.
~Victoria McCabe

the

farmhouse store

like no other store in Westfield

Great deals on luxury travels to
exotic corners of the world might
have been partially responsible for
the record-breaking attendance at the
third-annual Westfield Travel Show

at the Armory on October 20 and 21.
But most likely, it was Rick Steves
– a regular guy from Edmonds, Wash.,
who prefers hanging his hat in hostels
and quaint European bed and breakfasts – who drew a packed audience
to the show, sponsored by The StarLedger and Apple Vacations.
Mr. Steves has spent one third of
the past 25 years “blitzing” Europe,
often with his camera crew in tow,
filming public television’s “Rick
Steve’s Europe.” He is the author of
best-selling travel-guide books to
Europe and host of public radio’s
“Travel with Rick Steves.”
Prior to event, The Leader/Times
met with Mr. Steves.
He stressed that travel can be a vital
force for peace and believed that the
most effective way individual Americans can contribute to homeland security is to travel a lot and learn about
the world.
“It comes right down to you and me
to help our country embrace the rest
of the world instead of being afraid of
it,” he said.
~Linda B. Condrillo

Mr. Jones also spoke of his time
overseeing the turnaround of
Shakespeare and Company, which had
a $2.6-million operating deficit when
he arrived in 2004 – a “comparable”
situation to that of Paper Mill. Under
Mr. Jones, the Lenox, Mass., company
eventually balanced its budget and now
boasts a $1-million cash reserve.
~Michael J. Pollack

Diego, Calif., in October.
Mr. Clark successfully met his goal
of riding close to 170 miles daily and
raised approximately $3,000 for cancer research, which will benefit
Tomorrow’s Children Institute, a pediatric oncology research group.
Mr. Clark was not alone upon his
arrival, as approximately 20 friends
had left Jay’s Cycle Center early that

November
After Paper Mill introduced the
long-awaited permanent director for
the playhouse, Mark Jones, The
Leader/Times spoke with the 60-yearold Ewing native, who detailed his
five-year business plan for the playhouse and his past experience in aiding financially struggling theaters.
Speaking on the “interesting challenge” of turning around Paper Mill’s
fortunes, he admitted that the task
was “complex” but emphasized that a
plan is in place.
First, Mr. Jones said the theatre has
submitted a business draft to the Township of Millburn that would, if approved, sell the land Paper Mill sits
on to Millburn.
“The township would protect it in
the future,” Mr. Jones said. “I just
want to run a theatre, not own property.”
If enacted, the playhouse would
pay off its existing debt and put the
balance into an endowment fund.

Peter Williams, Dondi, A Life’s Lesson, 1999, oil on canvas,
48 x 60 in. [Postcard image]
Three local artistic organizations
came together in early September to
present “A Special Evening of the
Arts,” an event that showcased two
forms of art rarely seen side by side
– the visual and performing arts.
In an energized evening that was
as much a feast for the soul as it was
for the eye, the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey (VACNJ) and
domogallery, both of Summit, and
Lydia Johnson Dance of South Orange merged the many facets of creativity into one all-encompassing
evening of artistic joy.
The event debuted “Artistic Repair,” an exhibit of the work of contemporary artist Peter Williams,

which remained on display on display at VACNJ until late November.
Mr. Williams uses color liberally in
his work to emphasize his personal
commentary on the racial and social
issues present in America today.
Mostly autobiographical in nature, the paintings in “Artistic Repair” demonstrate the conflicted
cultural identity evidenced by an
African-American in society as a
whole and in the artistic community, in particular.
For example, Mr. Williams’s past
and present collide in “Dondi: A
Life’s Lesson,” (above) in which the
child in the oil-on-canvas work represents the artist himself.

Pedaling his way down North Avenue in November, Geoff Clark, sales
manager of Jay’s Cycle Center in
Westfield, returned from his crosscountry bike trip that began in San

morning to bike down to meet him at
Hoffman’s Bakery in Allentown. The
15 CONTINUED: YEAR IN REVIEW

Mark Jones,
Executive director, Paper Mill

Stars of Tomorrow
Performing Arts Camp
An exciting summer theatre program offering campers classes
at beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels in a warm
supportive, and fun environment.
Taught by professionals!

NANNY CAM…Jo Frost, the star of the ABC reality series “Supernanny,” visited
the Westfield Lord & Taylor in September. Julia Rivera, 13, and her brother,
Giancarlo Rivera, 11, got Ms. Frost’s autograph after posing with the star.

Open House
Sunday, Jan. 13, 6:30 – 8:00 pm
Polish Cultural Foundation, 177 Broadway, Clark

Programs for Campers ages 3 – HS
Pottery Jewelry Metal
Glass Textiles Wood Paper
www.thefarmhousestore.com

221 North Ave East, Westfield 908-654-0444

Be a Star, Shine With Us!!
Photo Courtesy of The Kehler Family

www.StarzOfTomorrow.com / 908-276-5053

GETTING AN EDGE...The Westfield Leader and The Times reviewed “The
Coaching Edge,” learning about the strategies of Hall of Fame coach Gary
Kehler and reliving the legend’s legacy after his passing in December.

