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2007
GOVERNMENT

REFORM THOUGHTS
PART 2

Each week in 2007, the staff of the newspaper posted a government reform thought
on goleader.com. The following is Part 2, the list for the second half of 2007. Part 1
was published last week. We will start a new list for 2008 and the public is invited to
submit their thoughts online at goleader.com throughout the year.

July 5: After the general election in
November, New Jersey Governor Jon
Corzine has a plan to sell public assets
such as the New Jersey Turnpike to bal-
ance the budget. The details of his scheme,
called monetarization, are so esoteric that
State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. has filed a
Freedom of Information petition with the
federal government in attempt to uncover
the details.

The Governor has written language
into this year’s budget that permits him to
commit expenditures of unlimited
amounts for legal and financial fees to
arrange the contracts for the sale. We
believe that a proposal of this scope should
require voter approval in a statewide ref-
erendum.

We question whether the New Jersey
Constitution permits authorization of ex-
penditures of unlimited amounts. We
question whether the state’s Constitution
permits borrowing or sale of assets for the
purpose of meeting operating expenses.
As such, is the Governor exceeding his
constitutional authority?

July 12: The government must act on
the illegal alien problem. Frequently, ille-
gal aliens are hired off the street by con-
tractors and paid off the books. These
workers are eager to do almost anything,
are given little training and can’t speak
the language. It can be a serious safety
problem for these workers as well as for
the general public.

July 19: It’s time for indicted state
Senators Sharpe James and Wayne Bryant
to resign.

July 26: The “Hat Bandit” has been
caught and authorities discovered he had
served 18 years in jail for killing his
girlfriend. Reports are that because he
was using cocaine at the time of that
crime, he was charged with aggravated
assault instead of murder. Do we need
laws to keep killers off the streets?

August 2: At its best, governments
protect the citizens they serve. Governing
bodies and municipal offices purportedly
exist to fight for the best interests of
individuals in their communities. When
any resident finds him or herself in an
unhealthy or unsafe environment, every
arm of government should spring into
action to seek those accountable and not
only demand, but also produce, a solu-
tion.

August 9: Gov. Jon Corzine has said
he supports giving towns more taxing
power. Five bills in the legislation would
give towns the authority to collect taxes
on real estate transactions. Why doesn’t
the state instead stop its money grabs such
as on municipal parking tickets if the state
really wants to help towns?

August 16: Following 9/11 President
Bush created the Department of Home-
land Security because the FBI and CIA
were not sharing critical intelligence in-
formation. Now we have found out that
three Newark college students were mur-
dered by an illegal immigrant who was
indicted on 31 counts of alleged sexual
assault of a child and nine counts from a
barroom fight he was involved in. Do we
now need more laws to force law enforce-
ment and immigration officials to com-
municate and for federal, state and local
agencies to share information? Why can’t
our government use common sense?

August 23: All governments should be
required to publish the agendas for public
meetings on their website to coincide
with the 48-hour law to advertise public
meetings. Agendas should also be re-
leased to newspapers and to anyone who
request a copy. No agenda, no meeting.

August 30: The state Department of
Community Affairs has awarded $17.7
million in extraordinary municipal aid
grants. Cranford, which requested $1.3
million, was rejected, while Fanwood
received $325,000. Cranford sustained
significant damage in a flood earlier this
year that will affect the township’s finan-
cial situation. That township deserved
extraordinary aid money from the fiscal
crisis it suffered.

September 6: Other states require
multiple forms of ID in order to vote. New
Jersey should copy this rule to ensure that
only legal citizens cast votes in elections.

September 13: The Delaware River
Joint Toll Bridge Commission has cre-
ated the $90,000 position of assistant
director of community affairs and ap-
pointed Mercer County Democratic Chair-
man Richard McClelland to the post.
Government job openings, both newly
created and existing positions, must be
advertised to the general public both on
the state website and in high-circulated
state newspapers. Who else was inter-
viewed for this position?

September 20: Rahway Administra-
tor Peter Pelissier, who also serves as
head of the city’s redevelopment agency,
has been ordered to repay $331,000 in
pension payments to the state. He retired
from both posts but remained as a con-
sultant with the redevelopment agency to
the tune of $294,000 over four years. He
also is a member of the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority, which services the
readership area of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
and is considering privatizing the sewer-
age treatment operation. Given this rev-
elation, we believe Mr. Pelissier should
resign from the RVSA. In addition, the
state’s dual-office holding ban on legisla-
tors should be expanded to disallow a
non-elected or elected official from hold-
ing two paid government positions.

September 27: State and local govern-
ment and local elected officials need to
address controversial issues now and not
wait until after the November 6 General
Election. These include: at the state level,
Governor Jon Corzine’s Monetization
plan to lease or sell state assets such as the
New Jersey Turnpike, creating a new
formula to calculate school aid; in Union
County, whether to privatize the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority’s sewerage
operations and, in Fanwood, whether to
move ahead with the Transfer of Devel-
opment Rights (TDR) program.

October 4: Public hearings should take
place on the first reading of an ordinance,
not the second. Currently, governing bod-
ies vote on the second reading right after
a public hearing. Holding hearings earlier
would provide sufficient time for the
public’s comments to be considered in
the final document.

October 11: Under the Federal Tele-
communications Act of 1996, telecom-
munications utility 4Connections is en-
titled to the right of way to set up its fiber-
optic cables throughout municipalities,
such as Westfield and Mountainside. The
company has made presentations at coun-
cil meetings in those two municipalities
asking for permission to run cables, but
the towns are powerless to say “no.” We
need legislation at the state level that will
give our local elected and appointed offi-
cials the power to reject applications that
do not serve the best interests of their
communities.

October 18: The State of New Jersey
is spending $10 million to send out rebate
checks to homeowners and renters. Re-
bates should be handled as part of the
New Jersey State income tax. Rebate
checks are nothing more than a gimmick
to help reelect incumbent state legisla-
tors. The two political parties should pay
the $10 million, not the taxpayers.

October 25: The Cranford Township
Committee told its Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority representative to change
his affirmative vote to reexamine RVSA
privatization. At Garwood’s council meet-
ing Garwood and Edison residents de-
cried Garwood Council President and
RVSA representative Charles
Lombardo’s affirmative vote. The RVSA
voted 6-5 to approve Rahway Commis-
sioner Peter Pelissier’s resolution to au-
thorize privatization-related requests for
proposals. As Mr. Pelissier’s actions re-
lated to his pension-collecting scandal
and un-retirement from two official
Rahway position call his ethics into ques-
tion, we question his motives. We ques-
tion the financial implications of
privatization. We applaud Commission-
ers Joan Papen of Scotch Plains and Allen
Chin of Westfield for their negative votes,
and we implore other RVSA officials to
seriously consider the potential ramifica-
tions of privatization before moving for-
ward.

November 1: This week, all citizens
have the power to voice their reform
thoughts in the voters’ booth. We believe
local residents and all New Jerseyans
should use this power to send a message
that our government leaders need to be
held accountable for their actions and
shun partisan patronage. We hope that
citizens vote for candidates based on their
individual merits, not on the party label
that accompanies their names on the bal-
lot.

November 8: The New Jersey State
Legislature must stop closing down in
election years. Legislators have not been
in session since June; they return on No-
vember 8.

November 15: All county agencies
should have a webpage that is searchable
from all major search engines. In re-
searching the Union County Improve-
ment Authority (UCIA), we discovered
that most New Jersey counties, including
Salem, have detailed webpages for their
improvement authorities, but there is no
website for the UCIA. The state directed
our newspaper to the Union County
Watchdog Association’s website, which
posts all UCIA meetings and minutes
after filling out OPRA requests to obtain
them. This is not a good way to achieve
transparency in county government.

November 22: Congressman Mike
Ferguson has announced that he will not
seek a fifth term representing the Seventh
District in Congress. While committee
people from both political parties will
ultimately decide who runs on the party
line in the June Primary, shouldn’t the
residents of the district have a say in this
important decision?

November 29: While Comcast and
Verizon have been wresting with how to
give all subscribers the ability to watch
local-access channels, Scotch Plains has
taken matters into its own hands and now
offers streaming video of township coun-
cil meetings “on demand” on
scotchplainsnj.com. Scotch Plains has
proved that municipalities have the power
to do this. We hope other government
agencies - at the local, county and state
levels - will follow their example.

December 6: Scotch Plains Township
Manager Tom Atkins has announced his
retirement effective September 1. We be-
lieve township residents should have an
opportunity to provide input on his suc-
cessor, as has been the case with the
hiring of new superintendents and school
principals.

December 13: Salaries and benefits in
New Jersey for local, county and state
government officials, employees, teach-
ers and commissions are out of control.
They keep giving themselves raises be-
yond what the public can afford. Since
they can’t control themselves, must sala-
ries and benefits be put to the voters to
straighten out the mess?

December 20: New Jersey State gov-
ernment released its controversial school
aid numbers, but not the formula that
determines the amounts. The aid is pro-
jected to increase 7 percent over last year.
Efficient and successful school districts
like Westfield will be punished as it is to
receive a 2 percent increase for the next
three years. Others will receive up to a 20
percent increase. None of this makes any
sense, particularly when the Governor
has no funding for the $1-billion proposal
and at a time when the state faces a $3.5-
billion budget gap and $80 billion in
unfunded pensions.

Texan, WHS’61 Salutes
Johnson’s ‘Devil’s Den’

To Bruce Johnson: I sat down at the
computer awhile ago and decided to take
a look at The Westfield Leader. What a
shock to see Gary Kehler had died. I still
have fond memories of Coach Kehler as
our backfield coach in 1960. I know it was
a great loss to the Westfield athletic fam-
ily.

I do look at The Leader every now and
then and really enjoy your “Devils Den.”
I think it’s my only connection to
Westfield anymore. I’ve been in the Hous-
ton, Texas area since 1976 and retired
from Exxon six years ago. I live in
Galveston about half the time and the
other half on a ranch in central Texas. We
are raising whitetail deer and axis deer on
the ranch mainly for hunting.

Three kids and five grandsons are all in
Texas. I’m starting to spend a good bit of
time attending grand kid activities. I did
talk with Scott Ellis last year. He sounded
like all was well and he is living in Sun
City, Arizona.

Keep up your good work with “The
Devils Den,” and if by some chance you
run across anybody that I would have
known, say Hi.

Dave Reitze, WHS ’61
Galveston, Tex.

Residents Should Take the Money
Out of Municipal Politics and Vote
Citizens in Cranford and Union Township are seeking

to obtain the same freedoms that citizens enjoy in Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Garwood, Summit and
Mountainside – that of being able to elect their mayor.

The leaders in Cranford put it to a referendum this
November and the citizens embraced the idea. Presum-
ably, the leaders in Cranford will implement the will of the
people by putting a question on next November’s ballot to
change to an elected mayor system. Recently, the citizens
of Berkeley Heights voted in a new system of government
whereby they now elect their mayor.

In contrast, the leaders of Union Township, the county’s
second largest municipality with a population of 56,000
and about 26,000 registered voters, seem bent on sup-
pressing the people from changing the form of govern-
ment to one where the general population elects their
mayor. Is this action from those in power due to fear of
losing control? Currently, the township council selects
the mayor.

This month, a Union Township citizens’ group, Citi-
zens for a United Union (CUU), supplied 6,000 signa-
tures on a petition for voting this February on a change in
form of government to include electing the mayor by
direct vote.

The chairman of the Democrat Party in Union Town-
ship, Joe Cryan, (also Assemblyman, Union County un-
dersheriff and chair of the New Jersey State Democrat
Party) took the citizen petitioners for the referendum to
court, asking the judge to forestall the effort and chal-
lenged the political status of the group.

State Superior Court Judge Katherine Dupuis in Eliza-
beth issued an injunction against CUU for not following
ELEC (Election Law Enforcement Commission) laws.
The judge granted an injunction that will prevent the CUU
from spending money as a group until they file financial
disclosure forms with the state.

Additionally, the town clerk of Union two weeks ago
invalidated about 850 of the 6,000 signatures of the CUU
petition, thus resulting in it falling short of the 20 percent
of registered voters (5,200) required to force the referen-
dum. The CUU is crying foul over this, pointing out that
the town clerk is the sister of Mr. Cryan.

The CUU was spurred into action initially by a group of
business owners over development proposals in down-
town Union whereby land is to be seized by eminent
domain. The group charges that special interests of the

town officials and the Democrat Party are financially
involved in the development.

In the opinion of some, the party bosses of Union
Township have been in absolute power for too long (10
years); thus, the checks and balances do not exist. This
dispute is probably going back to court.

It’s curious to us how 6,000 people in Union Township
can mobilize in this petition effort, yet they don’t show up
at the polls to vote. Are there no alternative candidates
running in Union? One would think that those in power
are not wise in opposing 6,000 petitioners. Does this, one
way or the other, foretell the beginning of the end for the
current regime?

Another curious, perhaps disheartening fact, Westfield,
in a modest turnout, had more people voting (7,880) in
November than any other town in the county, although
Westfield (29,644 population, 19,000 registered voters) is
dwarfed in size compared to Elizabeth (126,000), Union
(56,000), Plainfield (47,829) and Linden (39,394).

To us, it’s astonishing that Elizabeth has only 32 per-
cent of the population registered to vote yet  only 5 percent
of the population voted. Plainfield has only 38 percent of
the population registered to vote but only 8 percent voted.
In most other county towns, two-thirds of the population
is registered to vote.

We’re not sure what came first – the chicken or the egg.
But, the numbers seem to show that citizens are better off
in towns with the higher voter turnout.

We agree with Mr. Cryan as he lamented on television
Election Night about the poor voter turnout in the state.
Our suggestion is, since he and others have more than
sufficient political power, and since they control matters
handily, they can afford to become statesmen and let the
people vote in Union Township to have an elected mayor.

Perhaps the citizens of Union (and other municipali-
ties), as long as they’re going to all this trouble with
petitions and referendums to change the form of govern-
ment, should do what Westfield does – limit the salary of
elected officials to $1 per year. One might say that mayor
and councilpersons are only getting $4,500 per year now
and what’s the big deal? At $4,500 per year, elected
officials become locked into the lucrative state pension
system – that’s the big deal.

Take the money out of municipal politics. Then those
serving would be individuals more likely dedicated to the
interests of the citizens than to a brass ring.

Reorganization Meetings Set Stage
For New Year With Fresh Faces

As the New Year begins, so does the reorganizing our
local governments. From new planning and zoning board
members to new volunteers on local recreation commis-
sions, there will be a number of appointments filled by
local mayors and town councils. Town attorneys, munici-
pal prosecutors, public defenders, engineers, labor attor-
neys, auditors as well as official newspapers for legal
advertising are also voted on at these meetings.

We will publish the appointments in our Thursday,
January 10 issue as well as accounts of the reorganization
meetings and annual addresses of mayors Andy Skibitsky
of Westfield, Martin Marks of Scotch Plains, Colleen
Mahr of Fanwood, Robert Viglianti of Mountainside and
Dennis McCarthy of Garwood.

These meetings set the stage for the New Year. We
expect to hear about another hard year ahead in municipal
budgets as well as about projects such as the Westfield
Memorial Pool, a community center at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, redevelopment in Fanwood and a county-
wide animal shelter. We expect to hear more about the
approach Scotch Plains will take in hiring a new town
manager to replace Tom Atkins, the only manager the
township has known since 1980.

In Westfield, appointments will be made on the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (DWC) where chairman David

Martone is stepping down. Also, Jubb Corbet has retired
as chairman of the town’s board of health after many years
of service. In Fanwood, Russell Wells and Phyllis Mirabella
are leaving the borough’s recreation commission.

New council members coming on board are Frank
Arena in Westfield replacing Peter Echausse, Anthony
Parenti in Fanwood replacing William Populus, Jeff Wass
in Mountainside replacing 25-year veteran councilman
Werner Schon and Stephen Napolitano and Anthony
Sytko in Garwood replacing Charles Lombardo and Vic-
tor DeFillippo.

In Union County, Freeholder Angel Estrada will take
the reins for 2008, as board chairman while Rayland Van
Blake will join the board replacing Adrian Mapp.

We wish our new officials a productive 2008 and thank
those who have served.

Reorganization meetings will be held at the municipal
buildings as follows: Tuesday, January 1 in Fanwood at
noon and Cranford at 1 p.m.; Wednesday, January 2 in
Scotch Plains at 8 p.m and Mountainside at 8 p.m.;
Tuesday, January 8 in Westfield and 8 p.m., and Sunday,
January 6 in Union County (Elizabeth) at 1 p.m. and
Garwood at 3 p.m.

We encourage you to attend these meetings to support
the newly elected and appointed officials.

Wychwood Residents:
Attend Board Meeting
After many months of lengthy testi-

mony by many professional witnesses
supporting Julie Marsella’s application
to subdivide the Wychwood South
Gatehouse at 200 Canterbury Road, her
attorney declared their application com-
plete at the December 3 planning board
meeting.

On behalf of the opponents to this
proposal, John Boyle then introduced
Dennis Hudacsko, an expert Union
County planner, who testified that this
application is deficient in applying for
proper variances and should not be ap-
proved. Due to the late hour, the planning
board asked him to return to their next
meeting, Wednesday, January 9 at 7:30
p.m. for further questions, after which,
other witnesses opposed to this applica-
tion will address their concerns.

All interested residents who share these
concerns are urged to attend the January
9 planning board meeting.

Barbara and George Lewis
Westfield
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Killigrew – Cornish crow with red

feet and beak
2. Tumbeki – A kind of Persian to-

bacco
3. Deinous – Arrogant; haughty
4. Strabismus – Cross-eyed

PLESSOR
1. A large basket; a wicker basket for

carrying loads
2. A small hammer with a soft head
3. A roof prop used in a coal mine
4. A sharp spear used in harpooning sea

turtles
PLEURENCHYMA

1. The cellular tissue which is the chief
constituent of wood

2. In botany and zoology, having very
small crevices or cracks

3. A surplus in supplies, materials, etc.
4. In botany, having a sticky, moist

surface
DELENDA

1. An astringent or repellent
2. Uselessness; of little or no value
3. Things to be blotted out or erased
4. Untidy or dirty

TYLARUS
1. A freckle or freckly condition of the

skin
2. The hip or hip joint
3. A drink resembling mead, composed

of wine and honey, drunk by the ancient
Greeks

4. One of the callous pads on the under-
side of the toes of birds

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Capital Punishment is
Morally, Ethically Wrong

Martin Marks may have a difference of
opinion when it comes to Assembly-
woman Linda Stender’s vote to abolish
the death penalty in New Jersey, but his
faulty logic propped-up by his political
rhetoric fail to support his case. Mr. Marks
contends that one cannot conclude that
capital punishment is not a deterrent to
crime, because New Jersey has not had an
execution in decades.

One only needs to research data from
states that have been performing state-
sanctioned executions to conclude that
capital punishment is not a deterrent. One
may also wish to examine other variables
that factor into the prosecution of such
cases, such as race, socioeconomic status
and the ability to retain a capable lawyer,
the cost of death penalty cases vs. lifetime
imprisonment cases and even politics.

Does Mr. Marks really believe that
Governor Jon Corzine and the New Jer-
sey State Legislature are “more concerned
about the rights of the most vicious of
predators rather than the most innocent
among us?” Moreover, the pejorative uses
of the term “liberal” and the disparaging
noun-as-adjective use of Democrat in-
stead of the grammatically-correct Demo-
cratic portends to a divisiveness which is
all-too-common with politicians today.

We deserve a representative who is
inspirational, one who believes that capi-
tal punishment is morally and ethically
wrong, and that removing the name of the
United States from the list of countries
where most executions occur – China,
Iran, Saudi Arabia and the United States
– is just and noble.

Nancee Novak
Scotch Plains


