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WF BOE Awaits State Response,
Financial Aid Numbers
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education, two weeks ago,
proposed an $87-million budget, including debt service, for next year, an
increase of $4.3 million over the current year’s budget of $82.7 million.
Tuesday night, the board discussed
removing $500,000 from its spending plan of two weeks ago in the areas
of transportation, technology, personnel and supplies.
By the Monday afternoon deadline, no new applications were received from the public from individuals seeking election to the board of
education in the upcoming April vote.
Incumbent board members Alice
Hunnicutt, Gary McCready and Ann
Cary reapplied to maintain their ex-

piring terms and will run unopposed
for new terms of three years.
According to board member Anne
Riegel, intermediate-school staff
members will not receive new computers, as part of the adjusted proposal, in an effort to control spending
in ways that are not directly related to
the students.
She also said this strategy relates to
staff cuts. Last Thursday, the finance
committee discussed eliminating
some institutional and non-institutional staff, administration and support-staff positions.
“We’re not ready to discuss that yet
[with the public],” Ms. Riegel said, as
the board would need to first notify
the staff affected by such a decision.
“We don’t have a lot to pare down,”
Ms. Riegel said, in regards to cutting

FUN IN THE SNOW….Joey DeRosa, Joseph Mandel, Brian Mandel, and Matthew Binkowitz (pictured from left to right) enjoy Friday’s snow day by building
a snowman behind Tamaques School in Westfield.

Clark Reservoir Ownership
Transferred to Union County
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CLARK — Ownership of the
Clark Reservoir was passed from
Clark Township to Union County on
February 20, during a ceremony at
the Clark Municipal Building. Union
County purchased the land from the
township for $1, through the Union
County Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund.
At the ceremony, Clark Mayor Sal
Bonaccorso formally handed the
deed for the 150-acre property to
Union County Freeholder Chairman
Angel Estrada. Mayor Bonaccorso
praised the township council and the
freeholders for their cooperation in
completing the transfer.
“This is government at its finest,”
Mayor Bonaccorso said. “Two entities working together for the right
reason to help a township and the
county.”
The Clark Reservoir was built in
1907, along the Robinson’s Branch
of the Rahway River. It fell into
disuse in the 1990s. Mayor
Bonaccorso said that the township
acquired the land in 1997, from the
Middlesex Water Company for $10,
to prevent it from being sold and
developed.
Clark first approached the county
about taking over ownership of the
property in 2004.
According to Mayor Bonaccorso,
the freeholders were in favor of the
idea initially, but the logistics of the
sale resulted in the delay between
the plan’s proposal and the actual

transfer of the deed.
“The due diligence of surveys and
all of that took the bulk of the time,”
Mayor Bonaccorso said.
Presently, the land is off limits to
the public. Mayor Bonaccorso said
this was primarily due to safety concerns.
“There’s no real way to walk
through it other than traipsing
through wooded areas, which isn’t
safe,” Mayor Bonaccorso said.
He said the township did not study
the possibility of putting “passive
recreation” facilities at the site, such
as walking trails and docks. Mayor
Bonaccorso said that although the
township could have paid for the
recreation facilities through capital
bonds, the township felt that the
county had the resources to better
maintain the site.
Freeholder Nancy Ward, chairman
of the Union County Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust Fund, said that the county
would explore the possibility of
opening the site for public use.
“It definitely may be open to the
public in the future,” Freeholder Ward
said. “That’s a definite possibility.”
The county had also previously
acquired land behind St. Agnes Roman Catholic Church on Madison
Hill Road, the Schwarz Farm property on Old Raritan Road, the
Esposito Farm and Hazelwood Cemetery on Madison Hill Road in other
land acquisitions. Milton Lake on
Rahway/Clark border is also owned
by the county.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

PASSING THE BUCK…Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso (sixth from left) and
Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada (seventh from left) hold a
symbolic dollar bill to mark the transfer of the Clark Reservoir to the county on
February 20. Also pictured are members of the Clark Township Council and the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

the expenditures for new textbooks,
teacher training and other items. “The
biggest is salary. It’s people. That’s
where the dollars are.” Two weeks
ago, the board said about 70 percent
of the budget is from salaries.
She also questioned if the schools
could manage with fewer support
staff.
According to discussion from board
members that night, the Westfield
Board of Education’s goal is to focus
budget priorities on curriculum, student needs and maintaining class
sizes.
The budget, including debt service
and special education, proposed two
weeks ago, was $87.4 million. The
current adjustments would bring the
budget request to just under $87 million.
The board is waiting for a response
from county and state officials on the
Westfield BOE budget, which was
submitted for review.
Currently, state aid for debt service
remains an unknown. According to
the board, Govenor Jon Corzine said
in his state budget address on Tuesday that state aid numbers should be
announced today, Thursday.
According to an Associated Press
transcription of his speech, Governor
Corzine also said, “We should be
cutting debt service.”
Board secretary Bob Berman said,
“We are hopeful it [state aid] stays the
same [as last year] and is not reduced.”
The board will meet weekly, until
the public hearing on March 19, to
discuss other possible budget reductions.
The board also approved personnel
appointments Tuesday night for replacement of a high school specialeducation teacher at a salary of
$53,633, substitute teachers and additional workforce for the 2007-2008
school year (salaries were not disclosed), a full-time lunch aide at the
hourly rate of $13.50, and 29, spring
coaching assignments with salaries
totaling $195,000.
Officials continued to discuss the
possible introduction of a driver-education course. The board said that it
was discovered that only one teacher
had undergone the training necessary
to teach the 30-hour classroom program, which also includes some lab
time. They noted that one teacher
could not handle the intensive course
in addition to teaching other classes.
Ms. Hunnicutt, board member, said
that many members of the community favored driver’s education, and
officials will continue to investigate
the necessities to offer this class.
The next public meeting is March 4
at 8 p.m.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

BIG SPORTS WEEKEND...The Westfield High School boys swimming team returns home victorius on Sunday after
winning another state championship. Fire trucks, rescue squad ambulance and police cars led the parade escorting the team
into town as they returned from the meet. Earlier in that day, the WHS girls swim team also won the state championship,
and the WHS girls basketball team won their first ever county championship. See the sports section for stories.

Westfield Boy, Fitzhenry, Returns
Home After Serious Accident
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Michael Fitzhenry,
who sustained a skull fracture and
serious concussion as a result of a car
accident on Westfield’s Mountain
Avenue last week, has returned home.
Discharged last Friday from Goryeb
Children’s Hospital at Morristown
Memorial Hospital, Michael, 13, is
beginning the next stage of his recovery and continues to receive medical
attention, according to his father, Paul
Fitzhenry.
“The good news is that we have
him back with us, and he’s feeling a
lot better,” Mr. Fitzhenry told The
Westfield Leader on Tuesday morning.
The Fitzhenry family has rallied
around Michael. This past weekend
his grandparents visited from Canada.
“He’s been surrounded by family
this weekend. We had some great
moments just being together again,”
Mr. Fitzhenry said.
‘“One of the first things he said
when he became more alert, around
late Wednesday, was, ‘Dad, I just
want to go home,’” Mr. Fitzhenry
added.
This past Saturday, Michael reunited with his friend, also 13, who
dove away from the oncoming car.
Mr. Fitzhenry called the reunion

‘Historic Preserv.’ Referred;
Land Use Recs. Offered
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town council
referred amendments to the town’s
historic preservation ordinance to the
planning board, Tuesday, and heard a
WE CARE review of the land use
taskforce’s report on over development.
The historic preservation commission and former town planner Judith
Thornton had sought to bring the ordinance, dating back to 1984, “up to
code” and align it with current state
statutes.
The proposed amendments address
the process by which homes are designated as historic and specify how
the historic preservation commission
should be comprised.
In cases of designating single properties as historic, “consent” of the
individual property owner would be
needed to advance the process. An
owner has “veto power” in cases of
individual homes.
In matters of potentially historic
zones (districts), there would need to
be an initial 75-percent affirmative
response from district households
before the process could continue.
The ordinance would also provide
a protest mechanism as recourse for
those in a district who are not in favor
of the historic designation.
If 20 percent of homes in a given
zone protest, in order for the zone to
be designated as historic, the area
would then need the approval of a
supermajority (6-3), not the usual
majority (5-4).
The amendments also pertain to
the makeup of the historic preservation commission.

Under the proposed amendments,
there would be nine voting members
and two alternates. Two of the nine
voting members would each have experience in building and historic preservation.
Both Westfield and non-Westfield
residents would be permitted to fill
these positions.
Because the ordinance would allow non-Westfield residents to join
the commission in a voting capacity,
Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski voted against sending
amendments to the planning board.
He said he believed the commission
would not have difficulty soliciting
assistance from Westfield citizens
exclusively.
“I do think it’s a worthwhile ordinance,” Mr. Bigosinski said. However, he said he finds “no shortage of
intelligent and capable Westfield residents,” as well as “a strong sense of
volunteerism” in town.
“Nobody’s better suited [to make
decisions on the historical and cultural aspects of the town] than
Westfield residents,” he added.
Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins said the portion of the ordinance permitting non-Westfield residents to participate is “strictly for
special cases…situations where we
need [a certain] expertise. We feel the
state allows us to have it, and we
should take advantage of it. I think in
the long-run, it will save taxpayers a
lot of money.”
First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
said the provision would allow the
town to utilize the skills of those who
have lived in and served Westfield but
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

“heartwarming.”
With Michael remaining “very
tired” and “sleeping a lot,” the family
has permitted only limited visitation
during this time period.
While there haven’t been any steps
towards returning to school, Michael
is “anxious for life to return to normal,” his father said.
For Mr. Fitzhenry and the family,
“the impact is starting to settle in. Our
thoughts remain focused on the tremendous response that came to
Michael’s aide.”
Without mentioning their names,
Mr. Fitzhenry said the family is indebted to two doctors – Thomas
Streko, a dentist, and Malcolm
Schwartz, a urologist – who tended to
Michael and cleared his airway when
he was unconscious.
“If this accident had to occur, it

couldn’t have happened in a better
place…The fact that he was at the
trauma center within the hour…we’re
tremendously lucky,” Mr. Fitzhenry
said.
Dr. Streko, whose office sustained
damage from the car that smacked
into the brick building, spoke to the
newspaper last week.
He said when the car first hit, “I
thought a bomb went off...I was ready
to start my hours, so I know exactly
what time it was – 2:02 [p.m.]. I was
just going out of my office, when
everything shook, pictures fell off the
wall.
“When I realized it wasn’t a bomb
and that it was a car, I ran and saw the
car sticking out. But I saw the child
on the Belgian block, and I said ‘Forget the car; we need to go to the kid!’
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Three Candidates File for
Two MS Borough BOE Seats
By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
said Tuesday night at their public
meeting that three candidates have
filed for two open seats on the board.
Chief School Administrator (CSA)
Richard O’Malley told The Westfield
Leader that PTA President Carolyn
Williams, Lauren Emblad and Cathy
Jakositz had submitted nominating
petitions by Monday’s 4 p.m. deadline. Ms. Emblad is the daughter of
board member Carmen Venes.
Incumbents John Perrin and Scot
Worswick did not file for reelection,
Mr. O’Malley said.
Mr. O’Malley said the candidates
would be formally presented to the
public at a candidates’ forum at
Beechwood School on Wednesday,
March 26, at 6:30 p.m.
The board also said at the meeting
that they would discuss the process of
hiring a new CSA to replace Mr.
O’Malley who will be leaving at the

end of the school year in June. Mr.
O’Malley’s resignation was approved
at the meeting.
He is leaving to become superintendent of the Matawan-Aberdeen
Board of Education.
“We cannot discuss this [the process
of replacing Mr. O’Malley] for legal
reasons at the moment,” Mr. Perrin said.
The board said Mountainside
schools passed the government requirements of the federal governments
“No Child Left Behind” [Act].
The board also said, according to
state records, Mountainside schools
ranked in the top 10 in state achievement.
“Our ranking in the state is an incredible accomplishment,” Mr. Perrin
said. “Our kids are doing an amazing
job, learning.”
Also at the meeting, the board
passed the Mountainside Professional
Development Plan for the 2008-2009
school year.
Two students were recognized at
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader

A LIGHTER MOMENT…State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield)
greets Michael and Donna Panagos of Westfield at last Thursday’s Union County
Republican Committee Lincoln Day fundraiser at Solar do Minho restaurant in
Roselle Park. At left is Westfield Councilman Jim Foerst.
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Cranford to Review DMC,
Restore Historic Flagpole
By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Courtesy of Kathy Sanders

‘WHITE’ LAB...The snow last Friday generated a creative spirit in a 13-year-old
Westfielder, who modeled this snow sculpture after the family pet, Blitzen.

Westfield Boy Continues
Recovery From Accident
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

He wasn’t breathing. He was blue,”
Dr. Streko continued.
The doctor told The Leader that
when first encountering the boy, he
discovered that he had a pulse,but had
to first remove a wad of gum, clear his
airway and position his jaw.
Shortly thereafter, Dr. Schwartz ran
over, and the two doctors tended to
him as the police arrived.
“When [things like this] happen,
you just go into doctor mode. You just
do what you do,” Dr. Streko said.
The EMTs then arrived and gave
Michael oxygen. Dr. Streko put his
hand under the boy’s head and knew
he had sustained a fractured skull.
“There was blood all over the
place,” Dr. Streko said. “We just kept
him going. We got him on the board,
and he became semi-conscious. He
started to move and had to be held
down. We were just so thankful that
he was moaning.”
Dr. Streko remained amazed and
thankful that everything worked out.
“God was with all of us. Every
detail worked out. It’s unbelievable,”
he said.
Speaking of the fortuity of the day,
Dr. Streko remarked that the tenant
who used to live upstairs at 169 Mountain Avenue recently moved out. When
the car slammed into the building, the
collision caused the gas line to sever.
Because the gentleman had moved
out, the line remained off.
“If he was still living upstairs, the
place would have filled with gas, and
we would have blown up,” Dr. Streko
said.
Also, the dentist’s office contains
nitrous oxide, which the driver missed
by about two feet.
“If she hit it, forget it, it would have
been like a rocket going off,” he added.
Area doctors have volunteered to
let Dr. Streko and his staff use their
offices while the wall is repaired.
“It’s just material stuff [that was
ruined],” Dr. Streko said. “Ultimately,
it doesn’t matter. I’m just thankful to
my staff…I’m not trying to be a hero.”
The Fitzhenry family may disagree.
Regardless, Michael has made a
swift recovery thus far, and his family
is thankful.
“I can’t believe how quickly he was
able to leave the hospital,” Mr.
Fitzhenry said. “Within four days of
a life-threatening accident…it’s a

blessing.”
Westfield Police Captain Clifford
Auchter said the police force has interviewed the driver of the vehicle but
has not ascertained the cause of the
accident.
“We would presume a blackout,
but we don’t know,” he said. “We’re
looking into the vehicle’s condition.
We’re still investigating.”
Captain Auchter said statements
involving accidents such as this are
“detailed” and include particulars
such as the amount of sleep a driver
had to specifying what, if anything, a
person ate that day.
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, who was
out of town during the accident, remained informed through Police
Chief John Parizeau.
“Fortunately, [the doctors] were
there to assist immediately, as well as
the rescue squad,” Mayor Skibitsky
said. “We kept Michael and his family
in our prayers. It could have been a real
tragedy.”
For Mr. Fitzhenry, he said he was
impressed with how the community
“rallied around his family and
Michael.”
“It’s truly gratifying,” he said.

Good Samaritan
Announcement
Editor’s Note: Dr. Streko’s dentist
office was damaged last week when
an automobile careened out of control on Mountain Avenue, struck a
pedestrian and crashed into his building. Dr. Streko’s quick action helped
save the life of the injured pedestrian.
*****
To my patients of Westfield and the
surrounding communities, I regret that
due to the recent accident at our location that our office will be closed until
the appropriate repairs can be made to
the building. We will re-open as soon
as possible to again serve the community with the highest quality of care.
We will try to make arrangements
to treat our patients at other facilities
on a limited basis until our office
building can be reoccupied. Please
bear with us during these trying times.
Dr Thomas Streko, DMD
169 Mountain Avenue
Westfield, NJ
(908) 654-0095
drstreko.com

WF Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

moved.
“We may need their institutional
knowledge,” Mr. Caruana said. He
said the “prior experience” of former
residents could be beneficial to the
commission.
Third Ward Councilman David
Haas said he shared Mr. Bigosinski’s
concern and has “yet to be convinced
that this board would be unable to
find the requisite experience in town.”
However, he said he would vote
affirmatively on the measure because
of its importance.
Mr. Haas said the current ordinance
“does need revising;” therefore, he
said he felt he “had to vote in favor of
it.”
The vote passed by a 7-1 margin.
Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst
was not present.
During public comment, Sharon
Stockwell of WE CARE (Westfielders
Concerned About Responsible Development) read the group’s review
of the land use taskforce’s findings,
which focused on the redevelopment
of residential homes within the community.
Ms. Stockwell said the group concurred with the taskforce’s recommendations on areas such as maximum height, eave height and number
of stories.
WE CARE, however, submitted
further recommendations, including
creating incentives for building detached garages and enhancing workplan requirements for new construction.
WE CARE also requested that the
council’s code review and town property committee continue to address
issues surrounding the noise ordinance and the property-maintenance
code.
Ms. Stockwell said, “WE CARE is
encouraged by the positive recommendations that have been made by
the taskforce. We do not see this report as the final product; rather, we
see it as a solid foundation to build

upon in the future.”
Second Ward Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan asked, “What type of
organization are you?”
Ms. Stockwell replied that WE
CARE is “a non-profit, citizens action group…[which came about] in
response to a redevelopment project.”
First Ward Councilman Frank
Arena recognized the land use
taskforce’s chairman, William
Heinbokel, and questioned the timing and appropriateness of WE
CARE’s suggestions.
“I find it a little unsettling and
upsetting that certain people have
[taken the opportunity to] insert themselves into the process,” Mr. Arena
said.
He again touted the work of Mr.
Heinbokel and the taskforce, saying,
“I’m not sure if [the WE CARE comments] are fair to them. They did an
incredible job.”
Ms. Stockwell responded by saying that the group “concurs” with the
findings of the taskforce and supports
its recommendations. WE CARE’s
“intent,” she said, was to supply “further considerations, not take anything
away from the taskforce. We have
tried to provide positive, constructive
feedback.”
Len Berman of Prospect Street defended WE CARE, saying the group
also “put an awful lot of effort into
what they have done. They have volunteered their time.”
Responding to Mr. Arena’s comment, Mr. Berman said the group has
been “rejected many times” while
trying to provide feedback to the council.
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky refuted
that claim, saying he has met with the
group on numerous occasions, including his Saturday morning hours,
to “listen to their suggestions.”
The mayor said he cannot use all
proposals due to financial or practical
reasons, but he “does listen with an
open mind.”

CRANFORD – At the township
committee’s regular monthly meeting
Tuesday night, Mayor Robert Puhak
announced plans to form a panel to
review the downtown District Management Corporation (DMC).
Mayor Puhak said the review committee will primarily study the DMC’s
mission, its initial goals, current needs
and future needs four to five years ahead.
“We need to be very, very clear where
the DMC is going,” said the mayor.
“And we want a very clear blueprint
that people can refer to about what the
DMC is doing and should be doing.”
The mayor said, “There’s been a lot
of confusion over the last few years”
about the DMC’s role, adding that there
is a need to better define “what the
township committee expects from the
DMC.”
Mayor Puhak said Cranford residents
interested in serving on the review committee – likely consisting of seven members and two alternates – should respond to Township Clerk Tara Rowley
at the municipal building on Springfield Avenue before Monday, March
17. Individuals should provide their
name and contact information, as well
as their “reason for interest and why
they feel they would be an asset” to the
panel.
DMC Chairman Paul Lacort suggested that the township committee
“stick within the parameters of the original ordinance,” which established the
DMC.
“Remember, we have a current board
and staff that the township committee is
supportive of; these are serious people,”
said Mr. Lacort, adding that the DMC
has “brought business to the
[downtown’s] Special Improvement
District and to the whole town.”
Mayor Puhak said the township committee is “mindful of the ordinance that
started” the DMC.
The mayor said he would like the
review committee to begin work in
April, and then produce monthly
progress reports, with an eye toward
making recommendations to the township committee within three months. In
addition, he said there would be at least
one public forum held and possibly a
separate forum for downtown property
and business owners.
In other business, the township committee approved a resolution authorizing the appointment of a fundraising
committee to help refurbish the Veterans Flagpole.
The flagpole and a plaque, erected in
1918 to honor Cranford’s 16 soldiers
killed in World War I, stood in front of
the post office until 2003.
It had fallen into disrepair over the
course of many years and was removed.

Since then, it has been at the township’s
conservation center, where it continues
to deteriorate, according to Mike
Henehan of Cranford’s Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 335, who spoke at the
meeting.
Mr. Henehan said the removal of the
flagpole is a “travesty,” adding that
local veterans groups were not consulted; the flagpole’s accompanying
plaque is now missing.
Mr. Henehan called for the flagpole
to be “put back up in its original form
and location,” and asked the township
committee to “find the money to right
this wrong.”
“Is this the time to abandon the tradition of honoring our greatest heroes?”
he asked.
Mayor Puhak responded that the
“township committee is committed to
put [the flagpole] back up” as part of
the Post Office Plaza project. But while
that project is being planned, the mayor
said the township could move the flagpole to the VFW post first, before it’s
ultimately restored.
“We’re not blind to the current financial climate,” said VFW Post 335 member Jim D’Arcy, noting the cost of the
restoration project to be at least $40,000.
“We’re just asking for equal treatment,”
he added, pointing to plans for a fountain and other elements of the Post
Office Plaza project.
Mayor Puhak said restoring and replacing the flagpole “is a 2008 objective” and noted that “there has been a
list of actions taken” to that end. He
said the township is working to get state
recognition of the flagpole as a historic
monument. If that happens, officials
say the township would qualify for
county funds to cover half the costs of
restoring the flagpole.
Referring to the Post Office Plaza
issue, the mayor also said, “All infrastructure design has to take into account the location of the flagpole.”
Township Public Affairs Commissioner Martha Garcia said the township
committee is “excited about putting
that flagpole back where it belongs and
making it beautiful as it should be.”
Also Tuesday night, the governing
body approved a resolution establishing a Charter Study Advisory Committee and an ordinance authorizing an
“inter-local agreement” with Garwood
to provide “construction code inspection and enforcement services.”
Deputy Mayor David Robinson reported that special township budget
meetings are ongoing in an effort to
develop the next municipal spending
plan, which the governing body expects to introduce in April.
Mr. Robinson said the township is
facing “$1.3 million in mandated spending increases,” at a time when state aid to
municipalities is expected to decrease.

GW Receives $375,000 Grant
For Guerriero Field Project
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Garwood received
word on Tuesday that the state’s Green
Acres program has approved a $375,000
grant for the borough, pending legislative approval. The funds would go towards the athletic field complex project
at James V. Guerriero Memorial Field
on Myrtle Avenue.
According to Council President
Kathleen Villaggio, the borough has
obtained approximately $640,000 for
the project between grants and other
funding. The total cost of the project,
including renovations to the current
facilities and new construction, is
around $2.1 million.
With the new grant money, Ms.
Villaggio said the council would reevaluate the bond which was adopted to
help finance the field project. Under the
current bond, an average Garwood home
assessed at $100,000 would face a tax
impact of approximately $50.41. However, the borough has received addi-

MS Schools Do Not Use
Recently Recalled Beef
MOUNTAINSIDE – Chief School
Administrator Richard O’Malley of the
Mountainside school district said the
largest-ever recall of beef, reported in
the news recently, has not affected the
Mountainside school cafeterias.
Dowling, the supplier, has confirmed
that the schools do not use the beef
product that has been recalled.

WF BOE Continues
Budget Discussion
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Board
of Education will meet on Tuesday,
March 4, at 302 Elm Street at 8 p.m.
The agenda will include a discussion of
the 2008-2009 school budget.
A complete agenda will be available
on westfieldnjk12.org and in the board
secretary’s office at 302 Elm Street
tomorrow, Friday, February 29. All
board meetings are taped and televised
on Blue Devils TV-36 on Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m., as well
as Saturdays and Sundays at 10 a.m.

MS BOE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the meeting for having entries in a
countywide art exhibit. The students
were Laura Nicholson and Kyle Morris. Also, Isabel Perrin will be entered
in the state level contest along with
two other students.
“We really have invested a lot in
this program and its great to see the
students excel,” Mr. O’Malley said.
A new $10,000 college scholarship
program will be offered to Mountainside
students from the Watts Foundation.
The scholarship is renewable for four
years as long as the student maintains a
B grade point average.

tional funding, both from Green Acres
and through other sources, since the
bond was enacted.
“It’s over $400,000,” said Ms.
Villaggio of the additional funding. “It’s
a considerable reduction.”
Garwood’s council also voted to
adopt two ordinances, which were introduced during the council’s last meeting. One ordinance fixed the sewage
rate schedule for industrial users. The
other ordinance authorized an agreement with Cranford to share building
code duties.
Presently, the Township of Cranford
handles building department duties for
the Borough of Garwood. Under the
previous arrangement, Cranford received all of the application and inspection fees for these services. Under the
new ordinance, Garwood will receive
20 percent of the fees should they exceed $125,000. Garwood will also take
over certificate of compliance inspections, which were previously handled
by Cranford.
The council will hold a workshop
meeting on Monday, March 3, at 7 p.m.
in the borough hall to discuss the 2008
budget. Although no action will be
taken, the public is invited to attend.

Candidates File For
School Board Seats
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – There will be no challenged
elections this year for seats on the boards
of education (BOE) in Westfield, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and Garwood. Three
persons will vie for two seats on the
Mountainside BOE.
In Westfield, incumbents Ann Cary,
Alice Hunnicutt and Gary McCready
have filed for reelection.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE incumbents Warren McFall and Donald Parisi,
representing Scotch Plains on the board,
and Sasha Slocum, the Fanwood representative, have filed for reelection.
In Mountainside, PTA President
Carolyn Williams, Laura Emblad and
Cathy Jakositz filed for two board seats.
Incumbents John Perrin and Scot
Worswick did not file for reelection,
Chief School Administrator Richard
O’Malley said.
In Garwood, incumbent Christine
Guerriero and former BOE member
Linda Koenig have filed for two of
three open board seats. Incumbents Gary
Maher and Monty Brown did not file
for reelection.
A board official said there are three
options to fill the remaining seat. One is
a write-in candidate, whereby an individual would need at least 10 votes. The
second option would be the placement
of an advertisement in the newspaper
seeking applicants for the open BOE
seat, with the candidate to be approved
by the full board. The third option would
be to have the Union County Superintendent of Schools select a person to fill
the seat.

Courtesy of Scott Mersereau

FOLLOWING THE MONEY...New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine presents his
budget proposal to the state Legislature in Trenton on Tuesday morning.

Corzine Proposes $500 Mil.
Cut From 2007 Budget
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TRENTON – Governor Jon
Corzine unveiled a $32.9-billion
state budget, which, he said, cuts
spending for only the fourth time
since 1951 and eliminates 3,000 state
jobs. He said the spending plan is
$500 million below last year’s budget.
The Governor said the budget also
reduces municipal aid, targeted at
towns with populations of 10,000 or
less, by $190 million.
The budget calls for the elimination of the departments of agriculture, commerce and personnel.
“In this budget, government takes
the spending hits, not our hard-pressed
taxpayers or the most vulnerable [citizens],” the Governor said.
Senate President Richard Codey
of West Orange, a Democrat, said,
“This year’s budget is a crucial step
in a serious effort to get our fiscal
house in order. Clearly, cuts are essential and paramount to achieving
that goal. Every single cut the Governor has proposed will be looked
over with a magnifying glass.”
Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. of Westfield, a Republican, said
the budget would “undergo a line-byline examination by the [Legislative]
budget committees as the proposed
cuts do not go far enough.”
Mr. Kean added, “Legislative Republicans have offered over $3 billion in specific cuts [in previous
years] that were ignored by the majority party (Democrats).”
Democratic Assemblyman Louis
Greenwald, the assembly budget committee chairman, said, “Unless we
restore fiscal sanity in state government now, we are jeopardizing our
future ability to invest in the needs of
our children, seniors and disabled. It
is tough to look constituents with
heartfelt requests in the face and say,
‘We simply do not have the money,’
but that is what we must do to correct
New Jersey’s finances.”
State Senator Nick Scutari (LD22, Linden) said while he would
support the elimination of the three
state departments, some of those
duties are legally required and would
have to be transferred to other departments.
“I have no problem with that,” he
said, noting that the civil-service
section of the personnel department
would have to be kept.
While saying “the state has to
control spending,” Mr. Scutari added

that he is opposed to early-retirement “buyout packages” to those
state employees whose jobs will be
cut. He said such a procedure, which
he referred to as the “backloading of
jobs,” would only produce shortterm solutions for employees while
increasing the state’s pension debt.
When asked about the Governor’s
proposed toll hikes as part of his
financial restructuring and debt-reduction plan, previously called
“monetization,” the senator said, “I
see it as dead.”
The Governor said his budget
“does not take into account any financial benefits that would be gained
from a monetization proposal.”
Mr. Scutari said “that money
(raised from New Jersey Turnpike
and Garden State Parkway tolls)
should stay right where it is,” noting
plans for expansion of both highways.
Democratic State Senator Barbara
Buono, chairman of the Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee,
said, “The time for wasteful spending is over. There has to be accountability for every public dollar before
it’s spent.”
Republican Assembly Budget
Officer Joseph Malone added, “After six years of $11 billion in new
spending, we are finally approaching a budget by asking what can we
cut instead of where can we add
spending. That is a move in the right
direction.”

Scotch Hills Golf
Memberships Open
SCOTCH PLAINS – Memberships
for the 2008 golf season at the Scotch
Hills Country Club are now available.
An individual need not be a resident of
Scotch Plains to join.
Renewing members and new members can fill out a form at
scotchplainsnj.com and mail in their
registration, register in-person at the
recreation department located at town
hall or register at the club’s pro shop
during its pre-season extended hours.
The pro shop, which is located at 820
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains, will be
open on Thursdays, February 28, March
13 and March 27, from 5 to 8 p.m., as
well as on Saturday, March 8, from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. for golfers who wish to
register.
The Scotch Hills Country Club, a
nine-hole golf course, is scheduled to
open about or on Saturday, March 15.
For more information, call the pro
shop at (908) 232-9748.

POLICE BLOTTER
Scotch Plains
Friday, February 22, a resident of
Forest Road reported that someone
spray painted her motor vehicle while
it was parked in front of her house.
Saturday, February 23, Michael
Sweeney, 37, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
after a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters
where he was processed and released,
police said.
Saturday, February 23, a resident
of Clydesdale Lane reported that
someone used his Home Depot credit
card without his authorization and
purchased $500 worth of merchandise.
Saturday, February 23, an employee
of a Terrill Road restaurant reported
that someone removed her purse,
which was left on a countertop.
Sunday, February 24, Donald
Osbourne, 33, of Union was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. Authorities said
he was transported to police headquarters where he was processed and
released.
Sunday, February 24, a resident of
Lake Avenue reported that someone
struck her motor vehicle while it was
parked in front of her house and then
fled the scene.
Monday, February 25, Jennifer
Forster, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
According to authorities, she was
transported to police headquarters
where she was processed and released.
Mountainside
The Mountainside Police Department is reporting no arrests for the
week.
Fanwood
No one was available from the
Fanwood Police Department to provide the information.

Westfield
Thursday, February 21, Joseph
Duffy, 56, of Springfield was arrested
at the Springfield Police Department
on outstanding traffic warrants from
Westfield and Newark, with bail
amounts of $500 and $300, respectively. He was held at Westfield police headquarters on default of bail
pending a court appearance.
Thursday, February 21, Matthew
Mogelesky, 21, of Florham Park was
arrested at State Police Troop D Barracks in Newark on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. He was released after posting $175 bail.
Friday, February 22, Christopher
Yerkes and Brian Kanedannunzio,
both 18-year-old Chatham residents,
were arrested for allegedly shoplifting a cubic zirconium ring valued at
$70 from a business on the 600 block
of North Avenue, West. Both men
received a summons. They were released on their own recognizance.
Sunday, February 24, Erica Magaril,
24, of Mountainside was arrested at
Prospect Street and Cowperthwaite
Place and charged with driving while
intoxicated. She was released to a responsible individual.
Sunday, February 24, Julio Cesar
Islas Perez, 20, of North Plainfield
was arrested at Fanwood police headquarters on a Westfield criminal warrant. He was transported to the Union
County jail in lieu of $1,000 bail.
Sunday, February 24, Gregory
Guerrier, 19, of Roselle was arrested
at Linden police headquarters on a
Westfield motor vehicle warrant with
$839 bail. He was held at the Union
County jail in lieu of bail on this
warrant and a Cranford traffic warrant with $338 bail.
See more on the ‘Net’ at
goleader.com
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School Taxes to Rise $2.6 Mil.
On $67.7-Million Tax Levy
By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Board of Education business administrator Anthony Del Sordi last week reviewed
a proposed $77.7-million budget for
the upcoming school year, which
represents a $3- million increase over
last year. A total of $70 million would
be raised in local taxes, including
$2.3 million in previously approved
debt service. The $67.7 million in
new taxes in support of the operational budget represents a $2,583,465
hike over the 2007-2008 school tax
levy for the two towns.
Mr. Del Sordi said $54.9 million
would be raised in Scotch Plains
($53.076 million current tax levy

and $1.8 million debt service) and
$15.185 million in Fanwood ($14.6
million current tax levy and $507,781
debt service).
Mr. Del Sordi cautioned that the
estimated 2008-2009 tax impact was
based on last year’s numbers; until
the state gives its official word, the
numbers are preliminary. School officials said the proposed spending
plan state exceeds the state-mandated cap by $398,942.
The business administer said
Scotch Plains residents would pay
$2.1 million in additional school
taxes over last year, with Fanwood
residents paying an increase of
$483,465.
The owner of a Scotch Plains home
assessed at $121,000 would pay $266

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

LINCOLN DAY...Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks (center) greets fellow
Republicans at the annual county GOP Lincoln Day celebration held last Thursday at Solar do Minho in Roselle Park. Mayor Marks seeks the party’s nomination
as candidate for Congress in the Seventh Congressional District in the November
General Election. Pictured, left to right, are: David and Ted Trumpp from
Fanwood, Mr. Marks, Bill McClintock of Scotch Plains and Frank McDermott of
Westfield.

Clark Reservoir Ownership
Transferred to Union County
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CLARK — Ownership of the
Clark Reservoir was passed from
Clark Township to Union County on
February 20 during a ceremony at
the Clark Municipal Building. Union
County purchased the land from the
township for $1 through the Union
County Open Space, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund.
At the ceremony, Clark Mayor Sal
Bonaccorso formally handed the
deed for the 150-acre property to
Union County Freeholder Chairman
Angel Estrada. Mayor Bonaccorso
praised the township council and the
freeholders for their cooperation in
completing the transfer.
“This is government at its finest,”
Mayor Bonaccorso said. “Two entities working together for the right
reason to help a township and the
county.”
The Clark Reservoir was built in
1907 along the Robinson’s Branch
of the Rahway River. It fell into
disuse in the 1990s. Mayor
Bonaccorso said that the township
acquired the land in 1997 from the
Middlesex Water Company for $10
to prevent it from being sold and
developed.
Clark first approached the county
about taking over ownership of the
property in 2004.
According to Mayor Bonaccorso,
the freeholders were in favor of the
idea initially, but the logistics of the
sale resulted in the delay between
the plan’s proposal and the actual

transfer of the deed.
“The due diligence of surveys and
all of that took the bulk of the time,”
Mayor Bonaccorso said.
Presently, the land is off limits to
the public. Mayor Bonaccorso said
this was primarily due to safety concerns.
“There’s no real way to walk
through it other than traipsing
through wooded areas, which isn’t
safe,” Mayor Bonaccorso said.
He said the township did not study
the possibility of putting “passive
recreation” facilities at the site, such
as walking trails and docks. Mayor
Bonaccorso said that although the
township could have paid for the
recreation facilities through capital
bonds, the township felt that the
county had the resources to better
maintain the site.
Freeholder Nancy Ward, chairman
of the Union County Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust Fund, said that the county
would explore the possibility of
opening the site for public use.
“It definitely may be open to the
public in the future,” Freeholder Ward
said. “That’s a definite possibility.”
The county has also previously
acquired land behind St. Agnes Roman Catholic Church on Madison
Hill Road, the Schwarz Farm property on Old Raritan Road, the
Esposito Farm and Hazelwood Cemetery on Madison Hill Road in other
land acquisitions. Milton Lake on
Rahway/Clark border is also owned
by the county.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

PASSING THE BUCK…Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso (sixth from left) and
Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada (seventh from left) hold a
symbolic dollar bill to mark the transfer of the Clark Reservoir to the county on
February 20. Also pictured are members of the Clark Township Council and the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.

over last year in school taxes, a 4.21percent increase from last year.
The owner of a home assessed at
$84,000 in Fanwood would pay $181
in additional school taxes for a 3.3percent increase over last year.
At last week’s Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education meeting, Superintendent of Schools Margaret Hayes called the spending plan
a “sound” and “fiscally responsible”
proposal.
Officials said the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School’s (SPFHS)
ROTC program has been cut by the
United States Air Force because the
district has not met the minimum
requirement of at least 100 students
and two staff members.
Last year, the district was able to
have these requirements waived and,
therefore, was able to proceed with
the program.
Ms. Hayes confirmed that David
Heisey, the high school’s principal,
did submit an appeal but that his
request was denied.
“I regret losing that one,” Ms.
Hayes said of the program.
In addition, four positions have
been cut at the elementary level, as
well as one clerical position, through
attrition, totaling a savings of
$222,718 for the district. These reductions, Ms. Hayes said, “are manageable” and were based on anticipated enrollment.
Officials said cost reductions were
also made in the areas of salaries
($54,546), tuition ($20,500), transportation ($75,000) and equipment
in the world language ($9,900) and
music programs ($8,000). The proposed budget, the superintendent
said, would also keep principals and
supervisors at current salary levels.
Mr. Del Sordi said additional savings were found in the areas of health
insurance ($195,000), dental insurance ($15,000), supplies ($20,000),
aides ($37,500), substitutes
($21,442) and equipment ($10,000).
Officials said the proposed budget
includes money for the black topping of the parking lot at SPFHS, the
replacement of windows at Brunner
Elementary School and the upgrading of infrastructure at the district’s
four elementary schools.
The budget process, Mr. Del Sordi
said in summary, “certainly went a
lot better than [the process did] last
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CALLING FOR HELP...William Mariani and a young neighbor were out early last Friday, clearing the sidewalk in front
of Rossi Funeral Home on Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains. The first real snow of the winter resulted in the closing of area
schools and provided a fun playground for children.

Township Representatives to Meet
With Samuel Regarding Cell Towers
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — In an effort
to clarify some of the reasons why the
township council has balked at enacting an ordinance specifying where
cell towers can and cannot be placed,
township representatives will meet
with Richard Samuel, the township
Democratic Party chairman, who is
providing legal advice to residents
concerned about cell tower placement. Residents are particularly interested in possible cell towers at
the Willow Grove Swim Club.
After Tuesday night’s meeting had
formally concluded, with the television broadcast ending and the transcription recording device turned off,
residents spoke about their concerns
about cell towers being erected near
their homes and whether the municipal government was doing enough to
limit new towers.
Mayor Martin Marks repeated comments he has made in recent weeks,
saying that an ordinance designating
where towers could be located would

Jessica Jaskula for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TALKING NUMBERS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education Business
Administrator Anthony Del Sordi explains details of the proposed $77.7 million
school budget to BOE members at last Thursday’s meeting.

provide residents with “a false sense
of security that we’ve done something to protect you.” He noted that
other towns have enacted similar ordinances, which, he said, had recently
been reviewed by township attorney
Brian Levine and assistant township
attorney Lawrence Woodruff, as well
as Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool and
Councilman Jeffrey Strauss, the two
attorneys on the governing body.
The mayor said township officials
have also consulted about the matter
with the general counsel for the New
Jersey State League of Municipalities. And, the mayor added, the zon-

ing board of adjustment has retained
the services of Bruce Eisenstein, a
consultant on cellular technology issues to more than 80 municipalities.
The mayor said if an ordinance
were enacted and a cell provider applying to erect a tower meets all the
local land use and zoning requirements, the zoning board would have
“less ability to negotiate” the parameters of such a tower. At present, with
local ordinances prohibiting cell towers anywhere in Scotch Plains, all
tower applications must be approved
by the zoning board.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Police Investigate Accident
That Killed Deliverywoman
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS— Township
police continue to investigate the circumstances of how a 41-year-old
newspaper deliverywoman was killed
early last Friday morning when she
was pinned against her vehicle as it
collided with a parked car in the parking lot of the Spruce Mill apartment
complex.
Mirtha Bravo was delivering The
Star-Ledger to the apartments between 5:15 and 6 a.m., according to
Lieutenant Brian Donnelly, when,
somehow, her Jeep Cherokee began
moving forward beyond the control
of Mrs. Bravo.
“We’re still investigating to see if
the car somehow kicked into gear or
she slipped,” Lt. Donnelly told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
The incident occurred in the early
hours of last Friday’s snowfall. Police have surmised that Mrs. Bravo
was partly out of her car when it
rolled forward, with its driver-side
door open, and hit a parked pickup

truck, which caused the door of Mrs.
Bravo’s car to be pushed closed, pinning her between her car and the
door, and, ultimately, suffocating her.
There were no reported witnesses to
what Lt. Donnelly called “a tragic accident.”A resident discovered Mrs. Bravo
– with her legs and the bottom of her
body on the ground and her torso pinned
between the car and the door – at about
6 a.m. “There are no signs of foul play,”
Lt. Donnelly said. He noted that initial
reports of Mrs. Bravo being discovered
with a cut throat were inaccurate.
“This wasn’t a real traumatic accident,” he added, pointing out that
there were no signs of visible injuries
on Mrs. Bravo and that neither vehicle was more than minimally damaged. “We may never know what exactly happened.”
Lt. Donnelly said Mrs. Bravo’s car
hit the parked truck “perfectly,” meaning that if the impact point had been
any different, she likely would have
survived.
Mrs. Bravo resided in Linden with
her husband and two sons.

Cooper Subdivision Draws
Opposition From Neighbor
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s planning board will continue a hearing next month on a major
subdivision application on Cooper
Road, which, like a similar and unsuccessful application a year ago, is
drawing opposition from an adjacent
neighbor contending that if the application is approved, it would be difficult for him to subdivide and develop
his own property.
Anthony D’Amore is seeking approval to subdivide the rear portions
of the adjoining properties at 1240
and 1250 Cooper Road. The rear lots
would then be converted into two
conforming lots that would front on
an extension of the Eton Row cul-desac.
Mr. D’Amore said he plans to build
a house on one of the two new lots and
leave the other lot vacant for the time
being, according to his attorney, Joseph Paparo. Both houses on the lots
on Cooper Road would remain.
Vincent DeLisi, who owns the prop-

erty at 1230 Cooper Road, claims that
his own similarly sized property,
which is nearly 800 feet deep, would
be “landlocked,” with its rear portion
being unable to be easily accessed
and, thus, subdivided and developed
in the future, according to his attorney, William Butler.
Mr. DeLisi is seeking to have Eton
Row extended into his own property
to improve access should he eventually decide to subdivide.
Much of Monday night’s two-hour
hearing involved Mr. Butler questioning Anthony Gallerano, a professional engineer and professional planner who explained the proposed site
plans for the two new lots. Mr.
Gallerano said his plans called for a
drainage easement to be located where
Mr. DeLisi’s proposed Eton Row extension would be.
Mr. Butler said initial site plans
showed the drainage easement in a
different location, and he wondered
if, after he had written a letter proposing the Eton Row extension, the plans
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

FROSTY THE SNOWMAN…Residents of Stewart Place in Fanwood spend their
snow day last Friday trying to build the world’s biggest snowman. They found out
that the actual size of the world’s biggest snowman is 113 feet, 7 inches tall. They
were off by about 100 feet. Pictured, from left to right, are: Matt Hamill, Greg
Farley, Riley DeProspero, Keara Farley, Kiera DeProspero, Stella Whitefield,
Shaylin Farley and Bob Whitefield.
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Fitzhenry Returns Home
After Serious Accident
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Courtesy of Kathy Sanders

‘WHITE’ LAB ...The snow last Friday generated a creative spirit in a 13-year-old
Westfielder who modeled this snow sculpture after the family pet, Blitzen.

Cranford to Review DMC,
Restore Historic Flagpole
By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – At the township
committee’s regular monthly meeting
Tuesday night, Mayor Robert Puhak
announced plans to form a panel to
review the Downtown District Management Corporation (DMC).
Mayor Puhak said the review committee will primarily study the DMC’s
mission, its initial goals, current needs
and future needs four to five years ahead.
“We need to be very, very clear where
the DMC is going,” said the mayor.
“And we want a very clear blueprint
that people can refer to about what the
DMC is doing and should be doing.”
The mayor said, “There’s been a lot
of confusion over the last few years”
about the DMC’s role, adding that there
is a need to better define “what the
township committee expects from the
DMC.”
Mayor Puhak said Cranford residents
interested in serving on the review committee – likely consisting of seven members and two alternates – should respond to Township Clerk Tara Rowley
at the municipal building on Springfield Avenue before Monday, March
17. Individuals should provide their
name and contact information, as well
as their “reason for interest and why
they feel they would be an asset” to the
panel.
DMC Chairman Paul Lacort said that
the township committee should “stick
within the parameters of the original
ordinance,” which established the DMC.
“Remember, we have a current board
and staff that the township committee is
supportive of; these are serious people,”
said Mr. Lacort, adding that the DMC
has “brought business to the
[downtown’s] Special Improvement
District and to the whole town.”
Mayor Puhak said the township committee is “mindful of the ordinance that
started” the DMC.
The mayor said he would like the
review committee to begin work in
April, and then produce monthly
progress reports, with an eye toward
making recommendations to the township committee within three months. In
addition, he said there would be at least
one public forum held and possibly a
separate forum for downtown property
and business owners.
In other business, the township committee approved a resolution authorizing the appointment of a fundraising
committee to help refurbish the Veterans Flagpole.
The flagpole and a plaque, erected in
1918 to honor Cranford’s 16 soldiers
killed in World War I, stood in front of
the post office until 2003.
It had fallen into disrepair over the
course of many years and was removed.
Since then, it has been at the township’s
conservation center, where it continues
to deteriorate, according to Mike
Henehan of Cranford’s Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 335, who spoke at the
meeting.
Mr. Henehan said the removal of the
flagpole is a “travesty,” adding that
local veterans groups were not consulted; the flagpole’s accompanying
plaque is now missing.
Mr. Henehan called for the flagpole
to be “put back up in its original form
and location,” and asked the township
committee to “find the money to right
this wrong.”
“Is this the time to abandon the tradition of honoring our greatest heroes?”

SP Plan Bd.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

were then revised so that the drainage
easement would be located where the
extension was being proposed.
Mr. Gallerano said that was not the
case, attributing the difference to an
oversight. He also declined to offer
an opinion on whether the roadway
could be extended without interfering with the easement.
Mr. Butler told the board that the
only alternative to extending Eton
Row into the rear of Mr. DeLisi’s
property was to create a flag lot in the
rear, with the only access being a long
driveway from Cooper Road. He reminded the board that flag lots have
been generally discouraged in Scotch
Plains in recent years.
During other portions of his crossexamination of Mr. Gallerano, Mr.
Butler raised concerns about excessive tree removal on the two new lots
and also about the size of the house to
be built by Mr. D’Amore, a dwelling
that Mr. Butler called a “palace” based
on what was shown on the site plan.
At the board’s next meeting on
Monday, March 24, it will hear from
a professional planner and engineer
as well as Mr. DeLisi before voting
on the application.

he asked.
Mayor Puhak responded that the
“township committee is committed to
put [the flagpole] back up” as part of
the Post Office Plaza project. But while
that project is being planned, the mayor
said the township could move the flagpole to the VFW post first, before it’s
ultimately restored.
“We’re not blind to the current financial climate,” said VFW Post 335 member Jim D’Arcy, noting the cost of the
restoration project to be at least $40,000.
“We’re just asking for equal treatment,”
he added, pointing to plans for a fountain and other elements of the Post
Office Plaza project.
Mayor Puhak said restoring and replacing the flagpole “is a 2008 objective” and noted that “there has been a
list of actions taken” to that end. He
said the township is working to get state
recognition of the flagpole as a historic
monument. If that happens, officials
say the township would qualify for
county funds to cover half the costs of
restoring the flagpole.
Referring to the Post Office Plaza
issue, the mayor also said, “All infrastructure design has to take into account the location of the flagpole.”
Township Public Affairs Commissioner Martha Garcia said the township
committee is “excited about putting
that flagpole back where it belongs and
making it beautiful as it should be.”
Also Tuesday night, the governing
body approved a resolution establishing a Charter Study Advisory Committee and an ordinance authorizing an
“inter-local agreement” with Garwood
to provide “construction code inspection and enforcement services.”
Deputy Mayor David Robinson reported that special township budget
meetings are ongoing in an effort to
develop the next municipal spending
plan, which the governing body expects to introduce in April.
Mr. Robinson said the township is
facing “$1.3 million in mandated spending increases,” at a time when state aid
to municipalities is expected to decrease.

Candidates File for
Seats on School Boards
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – There will be no challenged
elections this year for seats on the boards
of education (BOE) in Westfield, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and Garwood. Three
persons will vie for two seats on the
Mountainside BOE.
In Westfield, incumbents Ann Cary,
Alice Hunnicutt and Gary McCready
have filed for reelection.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE incumbents Warren McFall and Donald Parisi,
representing Scotch Plains on the board,
and Sasha Slocum, the Fanwood representative, have filed for reelection.
In Mountainside, PTA President
Carolyn Williams, Laura Emblad and
Cathy Jakositz filed for two board seats.
Incumbents John Perrin and Scot
Worswick did not file for reelection,
Chief School Administrator Richard
O’Malley said.
In Garwood, incumbent Christine
Guerriero and former BOE member
Linda Koenig have filed for two of
three open board seats. Incumbents Gary
Maher and Monty Brown did not file
for reelection.
A board official said there are three
options to fill the remaining seat. One is a
write-in candidate, whereby an individual
would need at least 10 votes. The second
option would be the placement of an
advertisement in the newspaper seeking
applicants for the open BOE seat, with
the candidate to be approved by the full
board. The third option would be to have
Union County Superintendent of Schools
select a person to fill the seat.

Scotch Hills Golf
Memberships Open
SCOTCH PLAINS – Memberships
for the 2008 golf season at the Scotch
Hills Country Club are now available.
An individual need not be a resident of
Scotch Plains to join.
Renewing members and new members can fill out a form at
scotchplainsnj.com and mail in their
registration, register in-person at the
recreation department located at town
hall or register at the club’s pro shop
during its pre-season extended hours.
The pro shop, which is located at 820
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains, will
be open on Thursdays, February 28,
March 13 and March 27, from 5 to 8
p.m., as well as on Saturday, March 8
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. for golfers who
wish to register.
The Scotch Hills Country Club, a
nine-hole golf course, is scheduled to
open about or on Saturday, March 15.
For more information, call the pro
shop at (908) 232-9748.

WESTFIELD – Michael Fitzhenry,
who sustained a skull fracture and
serious concussion as a result of a car
accident on Westfield’s Mountain
Avenue last week, has returned home.
Discharged last Friday from Goryeb
Children’s Hospital at Morristown
Memorial Hospital, Michael, 13, is
beginning the next stage of his recovery and continues to receive medical
attention, according to his father, Paul
Fitzhenry.
“The good news is that we have
him back with us, and he’s feeling a
lot better,” Mr. Fitzhenry told The
Westfield Leader on Tuesday morning.
The Fitzhenry family has rallied
around Michael. This past weekend
his grandparents visited from Canada.
“He’s been surrounded by family
this weekend. We had some great
moments just being together again,”
Mr. Fitzhenry said.
Despite the difficult road ahead,
Michael is happy to be home.
“One of the first things he said
when he became more alert, around
late Wednesday, was, ‘Dad, I just
want to go home.’”
This past Saturday, Michael reunited with his friend, also 13, who
dove away from the oncoming car.
Mr. Fitzhenry called the reunion
“heartwarming.”
With Michael remaining “very
tired” and “sleeping a lot,” the family
has permitted only limited visitation
during this time period.
While there haven’t been any steps
towards returning to school, Michael
is “anxious for life to return to normal,” his father said.
For Mr. Fitzhenry and the family,
“the impact is starting to settle in. Our
thoughts remain focused on the tremendous response that came to
Michael’s aide.”
Without mentioning their names,
Mr. Fitzhenry said the family is indebted to two doctors – Thomas
Streko, a dentist, and Malcolm
Schwartz, a urologist – who tended to
Michael and cleared his airway when
he was unconscious.
“If this accident had to occur, it
couldn’t have happened in a better
place…The fact that he was at the
trauma center within the hour…we’re
tremendously lucky,” Mr. Fitzhenry
said.
Dr. Streko, whose office sustained
damage from the car that smacked
into the brick building, spoke to the
newspaper last week.
He said when the car first hit, “I
thought a bomb went off...I was ready
to start my hours, so I know exactly
what time it was – 2:02 [p.m.]. I was
just going out of my office, when
everything shook, pictures fell off the
wall.
“When I realized it wasn’t a bomb
and that it was a car, I ran and saw the
car sticking out. But I saw the child
on the Belgian block, and I said ‘Forget the car; we need to go to the kid!’
He wasn’t breathing. He was blue,”
Dr. Streko continued.
The doctor told The Leader that
when first encountering the boy, he
discovered that he had a pulse but had
to first remove a wad of gum, clear his
airway and position his jaw.
Shortly thereafter, Dr. Schwartz ran
over, and the two doctors tended to
him as the police arrived.
“When [things like this] happen,
you just go into doctor mode. You just
do what you do,” Dr. Streko said.
The EMTs then arrived and gave
Michael oxygen. Dr. Streko put his
hand under the boy’s head and knew
he had sustained a fractured skull.
“There was blood all over the
place,” Dr. Streko said. “We just kept
him going. We got him on the board,
and he became semi-conscious. He
started to move and had to be held

down. We were just so thankful that
he was moaning.”
Dr. Streko remained amazed and
thankful that everything worked out.
“God was with all of us. Every
detail worked out. It’s unbelievable,”
he said.
Speaking of the fortuity of the day,
Dr. Streko remarked that the tenant
who used to live upstairs at 169 Mountain Avenue recently moved out. When
the car slammed into the building, the
collision caused the gas line to sever.
Because the gentleman had moved
out, the line remained off.
“If he was still living upstairs, the
place would have filled with gas, and
we would have blown up,” Dr. Streko
said.
Also, the dentist’s office contains
nitrous oxide, which the driver missed
by about two feet.
“If she hit it, forget it, it would have
been like a rocket going off,” he added.
Area doctors have volunteered to
let Dr. Streko and his staff use their
offices while the wall is repaired.
“It’s just material stuff [that was
ruined],” Dr. Streko said. “Ultimately,
it doesn’t matter. I’m just thankful to
my staff…I’m not trying to be a hero.”
The Fitzhenry family may disagree.
Regardless, Michael has made a
swift recovery thus far, and his family
is thankful.
“I can’t believe how quickly he was
able to leave the hospital,” Mr.
Fitzhenry said. “Within four days of
a life-threatening accident…it’s a
blessing.”
Westfield Police Captain Clifford
Auchter said the police force has interviewed the driver of the vehicle but
has not ascertained the cause of the
accident.
“We would presume a blackout,
but we don’t know,” he said. “We’re
looking into the vehicle’s condition.
We’re still investigating.”
Captain Auchter said statements
involving accidents such as this are
“detailed” and include particulars
such as the amount of sleep a driver
had to specifying what, if anything, a
person ate that day.
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, who was
out of town during the accident, remained informed through Police
Chief John Parizeau.
“Fortunately, [the doctors] were
there to assist immediately, as well as
the rescue squad,” Mayor Skibitsky
said. “We kept Michael and his family in our prayers. It could have been
a real tragedy.”
For Mr. Fitzhenry, he said he was
impressed with how the community
“rallied around his family and
Michael.”
“It’s truly gratifying,” he said.

Good Samaritan
Announcement
Editor’s Note: Dr. Streko’s dentist
office was damaged last week when
an automobile careened out of control on Mountain Avenue, struck a
pedestrian and crashed into his building. Dr. Streko’s quick action helped
save the life of the injured pedestrian.
*****
To my patients of Westfield and the
surrounding communities, I regret that
due to the recent accident at our location that our office will be closed
until the appropriate repairs can be
made to the building. We will re-open
as soon as possible to again serve the
community with the highest quality
of care.
We will try to make arrangements
to treat our patients at other facilities
on a limited basis until our office
building can be reoccupied. Please
bear with us during these trying times.
Dr Thomas Streko, DMD
169 Mountain Avenue
Westfield, NJ
(908) 654-0095
drstreko.com

Scotch Plains Representatives
To Meet With Dick Samuel
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

When Democratic Councilman
Kevin Glover said the matter was
“not a partisan issue” and urged a
meeting about the issue with some of
the residents and Mr. Samuel, Mayor
Marks said he agreed, but “when the
Democratic Party chairman becomes
involved in a legal capacity, people
might think it is a partisan issue.”
He said concerned residents should
find an “independent, nonpartisan”
legal representative instead of relying on “partisan attorneys.” Alluding
in particular to Mr. Samuel’s letters
to local newspapers, the mayor said
the council has been “dealing with
him for the last year-and-a-half,” and
said Mr. Samuel doesn’t have residents’ interests “100 percent at heart,”
but is, instead, acting with “ulterior
motives.”
“Based on Mr. Samuel’s behavior,”
Mayor Marks said a majority of council members “don’t trust him and
don’t believe his motivations are
pure.” That, he said, is why the council asked independent attorneys to
provide advice and evaluation about
a cell tower ordinance.
Mr. Samuel said he would be “very
happy” to let another attorney represent the residents. He accused the
mayor of not having discussed the
issue “with anyone who disagrees
with you,” and volunteered to discuss
a proposed ordinance with the council. He said the issue “involves politics because the township council is
involved and the council is made up

of political parties.”
Deputy Mayor Malool said the issue was “made into a partisan battle”
because Mr. Samuel “accused us of
not wanting to prevent a cell tower.”
Mr. Samuel, she said, “has given the
perception that we have a hidden
agenda.”
When Councilman Glover said the
cell tower issue should be “an issue we
all agree on,” Mayor Marks asked him
what he would suggest as a next step.
If Mr. Samuel “thinks he has something to suggest,” Mr. Glover said,
“maybe we can have a dialogue” so
“we can vet this thing.”
When Mayor Marks again suggested having another attorney speak
for the residents “because of the inherent mistrust we have” about Mr.
Samuel, a resident told the mayor that
no other attorney had come forth to
assist them.
The mayor asked Mr. Glover what
would happen if a meeting between
Mr. Samuel and township representatives — including Mr. Levine, Mr.
Woodruff, Mrs. Malool, Mr. Strauss
and, possibly, zoning board attorney
Vincent Loughlin — concluded with
everyone disagreeing with Mr.
Samuel. Mr. Glover replied that the
council would then have to recognize
the reality that “the majority rules.”
Mr. Glover also agreed to the
mayor’s request that he ask Mr.
Samuel to stop writing letters to the
newspapers on the issue because they
“prey on the fears” of residents.

Courtesy of Scott Mersereau

FOLLOWING THE MONEY...New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine presents his
budget proposal to the state legislature in Trenton on Tuesday morning.

Corzine Proposes $500-Mil.
Cut From 2007 Budget
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRENTON – Governor Jon
Corzine unveiled a $32.9-billion state
budget, which, he said, cuts spending for only the fourth time since
1951 and eliminates 3,000 state jobs.
He said the spending plan is $500
million below last year’s budget.
The Governor said the budget also
reduces municipal aid, targeted at
towns with populations of 10,000 or
less, by $190 million.
The budget calls for the elimination of the departments of agriculture, commerce and personnel.
“In this budget, government takes
the spending hits, not our hardpressed taxpayers or the most vulnerable [citizens],” the Governor
said.
Senate President Richard Codey
of West Orange, a Democrat, said,
“This year’s budget is a crucial step
in a serious effort to get our fiscal
house in order. Clearly, cuts are
essential and paramount to achieving that goal. Every single cut the
Governor has proposed will be
looked over with a magnifying
glass.”
Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. of Westfield, a Republican, said
the budget would “undergo a lineby-line examination by the [Legislative] budget committees as the proposed cuts do not go far enough.”
Mr. Kean added, “Legislative Republicans have offered over $3 billion in specific cuts [in previous
years] that were ignored by the majority party (Democrats).”
Democratic Assemblyman Louis
Greenwald, the assembly budget
committee chairman, said, “Unless
we restore fiscal sanity in state government now, we are jeopardizing
our future ability to invest in the
needs of our children, seniors and
disabled. It is tough to look constituents with heartfelt requests in the
face and say, ‘We simply do not have
the money,’ but that is what we must
do to correct New Jersey’s finances.”
State Senator Nick Scutari (LD22, Linden) said while he would
support the elimination of the three
state departments, some of those
duties are legally required and would
have to be transferred to other departments.
“I have no problem with that,” he
said, noting that the civil-service section of the personnel department
would have to be kept.
While saying “the state has to control spending,” Mr. Scutari added

that he is opposed to early-retirement “buyout packages” to those
state employees whose jobs will be
cut. He said such a procedure, which
he referred to as the “backloading of
jobs,” would only produce short-term
solutions for employees while increasing the state’s pension debt.
When asked about the Governor’s
proposed toll hikes as part of his
financial restructuring and debt-reduction plan, previously called
“monetization,” the senator said, “I
see it as dead.”
The Governor said his budget
“does not take into account any financial benefits that would be gained
from a monetization proposal.”
Mr. Scutari said “that money
(raised from New Jersey Turnpike
and Garden State Parkway tolls)
should stay right where it is,” noting
plans for expansion of both highways.
Democratic State Senator Barbara
Buono, chairman of the Senate Budget and Appropriations Committee,
said, “The time for wasteful spending is over. There has to be accountability for every public dollar before
it’s spent.”
Republican Assembly Budget Officer Joseph Malone added, “After
six years of $11 billion in new spending, we are finally approaching a
budget by asking what can we cut
instead of where can we add spending. That is a move in the right direction.”

SP-F BOE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

year.”
“We have a great deal to celebrate,”
Ms. Hayes said. “There were no major reductions in any area.”
The audience at Thursday’s meeting totaled approximately five people
and no members of the public chose
to address the board with any comments or concerns.
Board President Trip Whitehouse
said board members plan to make
budget presentations throughout the
district to answer questions that the
public may have on the spending
plan.
The board will meet Thursday,
February 28 for a regular public
meeting, March 11 for an open
agenda meeting and on Wednesday,
March 19 for a regular public meeting and public hearing on the budget. All meetings will begin at 7:30
p.m.

POLICE BLOTTER
Scotch Plains
Friday, February 22, a resident of
Forest Road reported that someone
spray painted her motor vehicle while
it was parked in front of her house.
Saturday, February 23, Michael
Sweeney, 37, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
after a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters
where he was processed and released,
police said.
Saturday, February 23, a resident
of Clydesdale Lane reported that
someone used his Home Depot credit
card without his authorization and
purchased $500 worth of merchandise.
Saturday, February 23, an employee
of a Terrill Road restaurant reported
that someone removed her purse,
which was left on a countertop.
Sunday, February 24, Donald
Osbourne, 33, of Union was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. Authorities said
he was transported to police headquarters where he was processed and
released.
Sunday, February 24, a resident of
Lake Avenue reported that someone
struck her motor vehicle while it was
parked in front of her house and then
fled the scene.
Monday, February 25, Jennifer
Forster, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
According to authorities, she was
transported to police headquarters
where she was processed and released.
Mountainside
The Mountainside Police Department is reporting no arrests for the
week.
Fanwood
No one was available from the
Fanwood Police Department to provide blotter information.

Westfield
Thursday, February 21, Joseph
Duffy, 56, of Springfield was arrested
at the Springfield Police Department
on outstanding traffic warrants from
Westfield and Newark, with bail
amounts of $500 and $300, respectively. He was held at Westfield police headquarters on default of bail
pending a court appearance.
Thursday, February 21, Matthew
Mogelesky, 21, of Florham Park was
arrested at State Police Troop D Barracks in Newark on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. He was released after posting $175 bail.
Friday, February 22, Christopher
Yerkes and Brian Kanedannunzio,
both 18-year-old Chatham residents,
were arrested for allegedly shoplifting a cubic zirconium ring valued at
$70 from a business on the 600 block
of North Avenue, West. Both men
received a summons. They were released on their own recognizance.
Sunday, February 24, Erica
Magaril, 24, of Mountainside was
arrested at Prospect Street and
Cowperthwaite Place and charged
with driving while intoxicated. She
was released to a responsible individual.
Sunday, February 24, Julio Cesar
Islas Perez, 20, of North Plainfield
was arrested at Fanwood police headquarters on a Westfield criminal warrant. He was transported to the Union
County jail in lieu of $1,000 bail.
Sunday, February 24, Gregory
Guerrier, 19, of Roselle was arrested
at Linden police headquarters on a
Westfield motor vehicle warrant with
$839 bail. He was held at the Union
County jail in lieu of bail on this
warrant and a Cranford traffic warrant with $338 bail.
See more on the ‘Net’ at
goleader.com
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Rutgers Report Finds Stable
Workforce Over Past 10 Yrs.

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

creation of a “sustainable organizational structure to implement economic and workforce plans.”
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said
the Attorney General’s office visited
Middlesex County last week, along
with representatives of Sequoia Voting Systems, to investigate discrepancies involving the February 5 Presidential Primary.
Ms. Rajoppi first discovered the
errors in Union County when comparing cartridges that print out vote
tallies with the paper-tape backup.
She discovered that the election results did not match in Cranford, Elizabeth, Union, Summit and Rahway.
A company spokesman for Sequoia, which manufactures the machines, has said a “corrupted chip” is
believed to be responsible for the
errors being looked into in at least
five locations, including Union.
“When we do elections, we want to
be precise,” Ms. Rajoppi said.
In terms of the cost of the election,
the county clerk said state officials
have said the state would pay for the
Presidential Primary.
“We don’t believe the state has
the money to pay for this statewide
election,” Ms. Rajoppi told the freeholders.
In other business, Finance Director
Larry Caroselli reported that the
county held a bonds sale for $105
million in bond notes on February 20.
Bank of America was chosen as the
winning bid out of five proposals via
the Internet, with a 4.28 percent interest rate over 20 years. Mr. Caroselli
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
the bank then sold off the bonds for a
$600,000 profit.
He said the county was obligated to
develop long-term financing for its
short-term debt, which, he said, was
for open space and capital projects.
“It was a very successful sale,” Mr.
Caroselli said.
The county also is to vote on a $3million capital ordinance to fund the
construction of an equipment, storage and office building at the Veneri
Complex in Westfield.
As previously reported in The
Leader/Times, the $9 million to $10.5million project would include a 141space vehicle-storage building with
11 rooftop spaces and a three-story
office building housing the offices of
the county clerk’s annex, county superintendent of schools, the medical
examiner and the consumer affairs
division.
In answering a question from Freeholder Rick Proctor, County Manager George Devanney said the county
was looking to add “green aspects” to
the project as part of Mr. Estrada’s
“go green” initiative for water savings, energy efficiency, materials selection and indoor environmental
quality.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

AG Seeks Extension to Put
Printers on Voting Machines
State Attorney General Ann
Milgram has asked the Legislature to
give her office until June to retrofit the
state’s 10,000 voting machines with
paper printers, according to nj.com.
Legislators had wanted the technology in place by the February 5 Presidential Primary. NJ.com said voters
would likely vote without a paper trail
in November ’s General Election.
NJ Superdelegates Switch
From Clinton to Obama
New Jersey superdelegates Donald
Norcross, who was uncommitted, and
State Senator Dana Redd (LD-5,
Camden), who had been supporting
Hillary Clinton, are now backing
Barack Obama as the Democratic
Party’s Presidential nominee,
politickernj.com has reported.
Mr. Obama’s campaign also picked
up the support of George Norcross
and Senate Majority Leader Steve
Sweeney, a former supporter of Mrs.
Clinton, as well as four county chairmen. Politickernj.com reported that
Mrs. Clinton has a 72-52 delegate
lead in New Jersey. Three
superdelegates are undecided.
Obama Leads Clinton
1,360-1,266 in Delegates
Going into the March 4 Democratic
Primaries, Barack Obama leads with
1,360 total delegates to Hillary
Clinton’s 1,266 in the battle for their
party’s Presidential nomination, according to realclearpolitics.com. Texas
(193 delegates), Ohio (141 delegates),
Rhode Island (21 delegates) and Vermont (15 delegates) hold elections that
day. A total of 2,025 delegates is needed
to win the party’s nomination.
Court Overturns Fine Levied
Against Farber’s Boyfriend
A state appeals court has overturned
a $500 fine against Hamlet Goore,
the boyfriend of former state Attorney General Zulima Farber. She resigned after an investigation determined she violated the state’s ethics
code by going to the scene of Mr.
Goore’s 2006 motor-vehicle stop. Mr.
Goore was initially fined for failing
to appear in municipal court on a
traffic summons. The appellate court
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ruled that Mr. Goore’s attorney was
in court ansd so no violation occurred.
Mr. Goore was on a prepaid trip to
Mexico when his court date was held.
Fairfield police stopped him for
driving an unregistered vehicle and
driving with a suspended license.
Howlett Leaves Ledger to Join
Gov. Corzine’s Comm. Staff
Deborah Howlett is the latest StarLedger reporter to leave the paper for a
communications job in Governor Jon
Corzine’s administration. She will serve
as the Governor’s new communications director. She joins Lilo Stanton, a
former statehouse reporter for the
Gannett Newspaper Group, who now
serves as Mr. Corzine’s press secretary.
David Wald, a former Star-Ledger
political reporter, left the paper in
2000 to join Mr. Corzine’s senate
campaign staff and, later, his Senate
office. He is now a spokesman for the
state Attorney General.

Volunteers Sought to
Adopt Watchung Trails
MOUNTAINSIDE — Union
County will hold an “Adopt-A-Trail”
orientation and general meeting for
the Watchung Reservation Saturday,
March 8, from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
AAT participants are required to
adopt their trail for a period of at least
two years. Stewards are expected to
remove litter, do minor pruning, clear
drainage pipes of debris and re-mark
trails as needed.Participants must attend an orientation meeting and a general meeting each year and submit
quarterly report forms.
After the meeting, the general meeting for all Trail Stewards will be held
from 10:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. Topics to be
discussed will include invasive plant
management, maintenance “howto’s” and updates on trail projects.
Both meetings will be held in the
Trailside Nature and Science Center,
located at 452 New Providence Road
in Mountainside.
Over 26 miles of bridle trails and 13
miles of marked hiking trails require
attention, county officials said. The
next trail work date is Saturday, April
5. To register, call (908) 527-4231.

Banjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

OVERFLOWING WITH PRIDE…Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso, left, shakes
hands with County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada following completion of
the transfer of the Clark Reservoir to the county for a dollar.

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Hatfield Criticizes Congress
For Delay on FISA Renewal
“When I am elected to Congress
the residents of New Jersey can be
certain that I would not opt for a timeout when it comes to protecting our
nation’s security,” said Kelly Hatfield,
Republican candidate for Congress
in the 7th District.
“It is doubtful that those who are
seeking to hurt us have taken a ‘courtesy sabbatical’ and suspended their
terrorist activities while we here in
the U.S. settle our differences in the
House of Representatives or vacation
on the beach,” she said.
Referring to the delay and dispute
over renewing the Federal Intelligence
Surveillance Act and then recessing

for 12 days while the current law
expired; Ms. Hatfield said by postponing reaching an agreement federal legislators put U.S. intelligence
professionals “at a great disadvantage and are compromising National
Security.”
The candidate is a former Summit
city councilwoman and served on the
city’s board of education. She was an
early candidate who ran for the state
assembly in 2003.
Ms. Hatfield has resided in Summit for 30 years. She previously served
on the Summit City Council and the
Board of Education and was an early
candidate for state assembly in 2003.

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Roughneen Collects Petition
Signatures From Veterans
WATCHUNG – Tom Roughneen,
a Republican candidate for Congress
in the Seventh District,said he is collecting signatures for his nominating
petition from soldiers, veterans and
their families. Candidates are required
to obtain at least 200 qualified voters
to sign their petition.
According to the candidate, “what-
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ever it takes to raise awareness that
these families are continuing to sacrifice and these heroes are returning to
Iraq, is what we will do.”
Mr. Roughneen is a founding member of the New Jersey Guard State
Family Readiness Council in 2004.
He will meet voters and collect petition signatures tomorrow, February
29, at the American Legion Post 484,
234 Union Street, Stirling, starting at
6:30 p.m.
He will be at the Mountainside
municipal complex beginning at 7:30
p.m. the same evening. The candidate
is an Army Reserve JAG (Judge Advocate General) and an Iraq War veteran.

Funny Things That
Happen in Government
On Friday, the Westfield Department of Public Works was given the
day off due to snow.
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ELIZABETH – Union County’s
overall labor statistics showed
“stable employment” over the past
decade despite the loss of 13,000
manufacturing jobs, according to a
report issued last Thursday to the
Board of Chosen Freeholders by
the John J. Heldrich Center for
Workforce Development at Rutgers
University.
“Job losses in manufacturing and
other industries in Union County
over the past decade were offset by
growth in a diverse array of industries, including educational services
[and] retail,” according to the report.
From 1997 to 2006, employment
opportunities grew 9 percent, with
2,216 additional jobs created in that
time period, compared to a statewide
job growth of 8 percent during the
same timeframe, according to the report. There are a quarter-million
people employed throughout the
county, representing 6 percent of the
total jobs in the state.
Currently, the county has 36,000
manufacturing jobs, 30,000 retail
jobs, 25,000 people employed in the
healthcare industry and another
20,000 jobs in education. The average wage in Union County rose
slightly from $54,596 in 2002 to
$55,332 in 2006, $3,000 higher than
the state average.
The report found that manufacturing is the “largest economic driver.”
Of the 36,000 county manufacturing
jobs, 15,241 are in the chemicalmanufacturing field, which includes
pharmaceutical manufacturing. The
report said these jobs replaced “oldeconomy” jobs in transportation,
machinery manufacturing and work
associated with fabricated metals.
Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada asked how a recession might
impact the county.
“You are in a much better situation
than you were in 10 years ago,” said
Carl Van Horn, director of The
Heldrich Center and a Rutgers professor. He said the county has a
“much more diversified economy”
than it had in the 1990s.
Noting the loss of manufacturing
plants, such as the General Motors
plant in Linden, Freeholder Dan
Sullivan said, “It speaks volumes of
how much things have changed in the
county.”
The Heldrich Center recommended
that the county develop a countywide economic growth strategy and a
workforce development plan that
would include the establishment of a
health career center and use of the
county’s retail skills center to train
workers in sales and customer-service jobs in the “high-wage wholesale trade sector.”
The report also recommends the
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Experience
35 South Ave., Fanwood, NJ
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ
908- 322-4178 • www.mattressfac.com

“Visit our Showrooms
and Feel for Yourself”
“We are proud to be serving our customers
for over 20 years, come visit us and see
how easy mattress shopping can be!”
Rick Shovlin and Ron Shovlin.

•TRUST – A family business built on reputation.
•QUALITY – The finest materials create a superior
Mattress, manufactured locally.
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Winter
Open House
At Sunrise of Westﬁeld
Families and friends are invited to Sunrise of Westﬁeld for an
open house. Meet our team and your neighbors, mingle with

EVENT DETAILS

residents and tour the community. Learn about assisted living
and the individualized care and services we offer.

Winter Open House

Enjoy refreshments and enter our rafﬂe. Light refreshments

Sunday, March 2nd

will be served. A question and answer session will be held.

11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
RSVP to 203-968-8393.

RSVP for you and a friend today!

•FULL SERVICE – Delivered from our showroom
to your home, including custom sizes & firmness.
Sunrise of Westﬁeld

•VALUE – Quality & Luxury, we invest in our
product, not the hype.

908-317-3030

240 Springﬁeld Avenue, Westﬁeld, NJ 07090

Assisted Living • Alzheimer’s Care

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit
www.sunriseseniorliving.com
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Campaign Release, United States Senate

Reservation Deer Mgmt.
Program to Begin March 3
AREA — The Union County Department of Parks and Community
Renewal has released details of its
annual Watchung Reservation Deer
Management Program, which will
begin on Monday, March 3.
From 1996-1999, the County of
Union’s state-approved deer management program worked to reduce the
number of deer in the Watchung Reservation from an estimated 180 deer
per square mile to the goal density of
20 deer per square mile, according to
a county press release. The program
currently underway, begun in 2000,
changed the emphasis from reduction
to maintenance of that density level.
This year’s Watchung Reservation
Deer Management Program will operate from approximately 5:30 a.m. to
8 p.m. on Monday, March 3; Wednesday, March 5, and Thursday, March 6.
In the event of inclement weather on
any of those dates, the program will
occur on Friday, March 7, “but under
no circumstances will the program
extend past Friday,” officials said.
Twelve marksmen, chosen by the
county from among experienced, licensed hunters, most of whom have
previously participated in Union
County’s program, have been selected
to serve on a voluntary basis. The deer
that are killed will be processed at a
United States Department of Agricul-

ture (USDA)-approved butcher. Venison will be distributed to the needy
and homeless through the Community FoodBank of New Jersey.
Teams of agents will be supervised by the Union County Police
and representatives from the New
Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife.
“Anyone found hunting on any
County park property outside the
terms of this program will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the
law,” county officials said.
Citizens observing any such illegal activity are urged to immediately
call the Union County Police at (908)
654-9800.
The public should note that the
Watchung Reservation will not be
closed during the deer management
program; however, portions of some
roadways in the park may be closed
for short periods if necessary. Park
patrons are urged to stay on marked
hiking, walking and bridle trails.
The county has mailed information about its annual deer-management program to households surrounding the park. Copies also will
be available at Trailside Nature and
Science Center, 452 New Providence
Road, and at Watchung Stable, 1160
Summit Lane, both in Mountainside.
For further information, call (908)
527-4900.

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Martin Marks Applauds Bush
For Signing Stimulus Package
SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor Martin Marks, Republican candidate for
Congress in the 7th District, applauded President George W. Bush
for signing the multibillion-dollar
economic stimulus package.
“As our nation faced tremendous
uncertainty in the financial sector over
the last few months, I applaud our
leaders in Washington for putting politics aside to provide a much-needed
boost to those who need it most –
seniors living on Social Security, disabled veterans, small businesses and
working families across New Jersey
and the country,” Mr. Marks said. “This
is an important first step for righting
our nation’s volatile economy, but more
needs to be done.”
“Congress needs to abolish the
harmful alternative minimum tax
(AMT) and make the 2001 tax cuts
permanent – a move that would allow
for working families in New Jersey
and across the nation to keep more of
their hard-earned dollars. It would
devastate New Jersey’s working families if the 2001 tax cuts expire, resulting in an unbearable overnight hike in
the marriage penalty, death tax and
overall tax rates. As a candidate for

Congress, I have a responsibility to
do all that I can to further shore up
the economy and protect families
across New Jersey and the country,”
Mr. Marks said.
“We still have much work left to
do to protect working families across
this district and New Jersey. For too
long, the federal government has
failed us, and I am running for Congress to change the way Washington
works,” he said.
Mr. Marks is a lifelong resident of
the 7th Congressional District and
said he “shares the concerns and
values of our families.”
“As the only true conservative in
the field for the Republican primary,
[I] will bring conservative Republican principles back to Washington,”
he said.
He said he “champions the ideals
of smaller government, lower taxes,
less spending, protecting our nation
and more personal responsibility and
freedom.”

See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com
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Pennacchio Rips Lautenberg
For Voting ‘No’ on FISA Bill

TOP ATHLETES…Frank Meade and Jennifer Jimenez, both of Linden, are
honored as the outstanding collegiate athletes of 2007 at the Union County
Baseball Association’s 72nd Annual Hot Stove League Dinner on February 10 in
Mountainside. Pictured, left to right, are: Union County Freeholder Alex Mirabella,
Mr. Meade, Ms. Jimenez and Union County Freeholder Angel Estrada.

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Lance Hires Campaign Mgr.
For 7th Congressional Bid
FLEMINGTON — State Senator
Leonard Lance (LD-23, Flemington),
a candidate for the Republican nomination for Congress from the 7th District, has hired Amanda Woloshen as
his campaign manager.
Ms. Woloshen managed Rep. Mike
Ferguson’s (LD-7th, New Providence) re-election contests in 2004
and 2006 and served for more than
five years as a senior aide to the
Congressman in his district office in
Somerset County.
Mr. Lance also announced that Jeff
Livingston of the Townsend Group
will head the campaign’s Washington-based fundraising. Mr. Livingston
had been Mr. Ferguson’s Washington
fundraiser for the last several years,
helping raise “millions of dollars” for
his winning re-elections.
“Amanda knows the 7th District
inside and out and has been on the
front lines of Congressman
Ferguson’s winning re-election campaigns. I am honored to have her
skills and experience on our team,”
Mr. Lance said. “I am confident that
Amanda and Jeff will be tremendous
assets to this campaign.”
In addition to Ms. Woloshen and
Mr. Livingston, earlier this year Mr.
Lance hired Mr. Ferguson’s campaign
media team, and Adam Geller of National Research Inc. has been brought
on to do polling.
Mr. Lance announced endorsements
from former GOP Gubernatorial candidate, State Senate President and
Somerset County GOP leader, Ray
Bateman, Sr. and former Union County
GOP chairman and Senate President,
Frank McDermott of Westfield.
“Leonard Lance has the conservative principles and ethical integrity
we need in Washington,” Mr. Bateman
said. “He will have an instant impact
in Congress because he is an expert in

Breathe Fitness Studio of Mountainside
& FIT Activewear of Westfield
team up to fight Heart Disease!

the legislative process.”
“Leonard successfully sued Jim
McGreevey to stop state borrowing
for operating expenses and he stood
up to his own party by opposing the
1997 pension bond borrowing plan,”
he said.
“Right now, Leonard is leading
the fight against Governor Corzine’s
massive toll hike proposal,” Mr.
McDermott said. “And the ‘Lance
Amendment’ that will prohibit state
borrowing without voter approval is
an integral part to any solution to our
state’s fiscal problems.”
Mr. Lance also has been endorsed
by State Senate Republican Leader
Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield),
State Senator Christopher Bateman,
Assemblyman Peter Biondi and Assemblywoman Denise Coyle (all
LD-16, Somerset). He is also being
supported by all 17 Hunterdon
County Republican mayors from the
7th District.
REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters to
cover town council, BOE, and
recreation commission meetings.
We seek community-minded,
detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed.
Must be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in a regular
beat in order to develop news
stories. Great for stay-at-home
moms, a second income or just
for those who love to write. E-mail
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

U.S. Senate candidate and State Senator Joe Pennacchio (LD-26, Morris
Plains) has released the following statement in response to Senator Frank
Lautenberg’s vote against S-2248,
which represents “critical amendments
to the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act, Mr. Pennacchio said, “The threat
of terrorism does not have an expiration
date, but once again, Frank Lautenberg
and the ACLU have teamed up to derail
America’s Homeland Security efforts.
“The Lautenberg-ACLU team would
allow terrorists to hide under the protection of America’s hard-earned civil
liberties and freedoms, while terrorists
who respect neither continue to try to
hurt and terrorize our citizens.
“Our intelligence services must be
given the proper tools to defend our
nation, and the civil liberties we so
cherish, from the global threat of terrorism. That includes meaningful protection for the organizations and private
citizens who are able to provide assistance to our intelligence services.
“To Senator Lautenberg, it would
appear that the opportunity to score
political points on a partisan basis has
consistently affected his outlook on
national security. Recall the Golan Cipel
incident or air-conditioned garbage
trucks in Newark, paid for with State
Homeland Security dollars, or the allocation of 94 percent of Homeland Se-

curity funds based on party, not on risk
or need? In all of these cases, Lautenberg
was silent.
“Now, the Senator has chosen, once
again, to put the lives of Americans at
risk by denying our intelligence services the tools they need to prevent
future terrorist attacks,” Mr.
Pennacchio said. “At the heart of this
issue, passage of S-2248 guarantees
liability protection for organizations
and private citizens who help prevent
terrorist attacks.”
The candidate continued, “Remember that the terrorist plot to massacre
U.S. soldiers at Fort Dix was stopped
because of a store clerk-turned-hero
who noticed something suspicious.
Private citizens must be encouraged
to lend their assistance, not be punished with lawsuits by the ACLU.
“In the United States Senate, I will
work to reestablish New Jersey’s
credibility in Washington and ensure that legislation affecting Homeland Security is given the serious
attention and priority it deserves.
When it comes to these life-or-death
issues, partisan politics should be
the least of our concerns,” Mr.
Pennacchio said.
Sen. Lautenberg is currently unopposed in the Democratic Primary. The
deadline to file in the June Primary is
4 p.m. on Monday, April 7.

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Whitman: Corzine Shouldn’t
Blame Taxpayers for Mistakes
“New Jersey has been facing a budget crisis for years,” 7th Congressional District Republican candidate
Kate Whitman said.
“Now Governor Corzine is not only
proposing raising tolls on our roads,
but next he is expected to demand cuts
in services to hard-working taxpayers.
After six years serving in the State
Legislature, Linda Stender (a likely
Democratic candidate in the 7th District) has completely failed the hardworking taxpayers on this issue.”
Ms. Whitman said, “It is absolutely,
positively wrong for Linda Stender and
Jon Corzine to once again try to force
taxpayers to pay for their mistakes.
Corzine is expected to propose ‘freezing’ spending at last year’s levels even
though last year we didn’t have the
money for last year’s spending. While
‘freezing’ is a step in the right direction,
it falls far short of the drastic solution
needed to fix the budget crisis.”
“What makes all this worse is the
fact that Linda Stender is the vice
chairman of the Transportation and

Public Works Committee in the Assembly and she should be demonstrating leadership fighting the Governor
on this. Instead, she is campaigning
for Congress,” Ms. Whitman said.
“Corzine and Stender helped create
this problem and they need to look to
themselves – not taxpayers — to fix it.
Before they cut services for taxpayers,
they need to cut their own perks, benefits, and in Stender’s case, her salary,
as well as reduce the size of the bloated
bureaucracy in Trenton.”
Ms. Whitman has worked for the
U.S. Department of Labor responsible for giving $25 million to New
York City after 9/11 to help displaced
workers get back on their feet.
She also worked for then Chairman of the U.S. House of Representatives’ Homeland Security Committee and House Policy Committee Chris Cox.
In addition to raising twin boys
with her husband, Ms. Whitman is a
small business owner and licensed
real estate agent.

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO
KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE
The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario
C. Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite,
Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. will present to the public a free seminar
entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” at The Westwood in
Garwood on Thursday, March 13, 2008 and Saturday, March 15, 2008. Mr.
Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 35 years, Mr.
Outhwaite for over 17 years and Ms. Capalbo for over 4 years, will review the
law, explain the legal process and answer your questions concerning separation,
divorce, division of assets, domestic violence and post-divorce Court review of
alimony and child support as well as the law governing civil unions.

Friday February 29, 2008
7:00 PM to 10:00 PM
Location: Breathe Fitness Studio
1055 Route 22 East, Mountainside
A $25.00 donation to the American Heart Association is requested. Checks only, payable to the American
Heart Association. For more information please contact Ruth at Breathe Fitness Studio 908-301-0123

Information will also be provided on divorce mediation, an
alternative to the traditional contested proceeding. Divorce mediation offers
the potential for significant savings while assuring that your rights are fully
protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court
proceedings.
If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or
if you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this
Seminar will be of value to you. If you are already divorced, the Seminar may
be of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.
Free Personal Consultation to All Attendees.

Wine,
Cheese &
Canapes

Complimentary

Group Fitness Classes all month long.
First time clients only at Breathe Fitness Studio

All attendees receive a SPECIAL DISCOUNT for FIT activewear and accessories

reathe
Fitness Studio

“Your upscale alternative to the gym”

TM

254 East Broad St., Westfield
(next to movie theatre) 908-233-3364

1055 Route 22 East, Mountainside
(next to Loews Theatre) 908-301-0123

www.westfieldtoday.com/fit

BreatheFitnessStudio.com

WHERE:
The Westwood
438 North Avenue
Garwood, New Jersey 07027
908-789-0808
www.thewestwood.com
WHEN:
Thursday, March 13, 2008 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 15, 2008 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Reservations Required (no names needed)
Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served
PAID BULLETIN BOARD
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The Governor Took the First Step
In the Tremendous Battle Ahead
New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine, on Tuesday,
took the first step in Trenton toward dealing with the
fiscal crisis in the state. We must give him credit. He
proposed a budget that does not increase from last
year.
Still, he and most others know the problem is not
solved with his proposal. The next several months

will involve a tremendous battle – unfortunate, but
necessary for us to right ourselves. The battle can
take many directions. Hopefully, the outcome will
be for the good of New Jersey citizens. We urge
everyone to remain vigilant and to express themselves – and to think of the public good over selfinterests.

Letters to the Editor
God Was Watching Over Mike in the
Form of Two Professionals
I am writing to publicly acknowledge
and thank the two doctors who quickly
and carefully attended to Mike Fitzhenry
last Monday after he was struck, dragged
and seriously injured by a driver who lost
control of her car.
For anyone who has had any first-aid
training, we recognize the first few minutes of a non-breathing victim are critical.
If Dr. Streko and Dr. Schwartz were not
present immediately to remove the obstruction and open Mike’s airway, the
outcome would have been drastically different.
As a nurse, a Westfield resident and
one who has known Dr. Schwartz for over
25 years, I could not let another moment
go by without making sure that both doc-

tors are hailed as heroes. Yes, humbly,
Dr. Schwartz said that anyone who had
proper training would have done the same
thing, but on that Monday, it was Dr.
Streko himself who rendered life-saving
care to that very vulnerable boy in a most
serious and tenuous state.
I cannot help but say that I believe that
God was watching over Mike, his family
and friends as he sent direct aid to Mike in
the form of those two professionals at the
exact moment it was needed.
I, for one, am grateful for the outcome
and comforted knowing that we have
such dedicated and skilled physicians as
a part of our community.
Robin Ince, MSN, RN
Westfield

We’re All Americans; Let’s Break
Down Special-Interest Groups
During the Presidential primaries, we
often hear about someone pandering to
special-interest groups. The next thing
we here is how different groups are voting: seniors, men, African-Americans,
Hispanics, women, blue-collar workers,
etc. Each group supports candidates they
believe will best benefit themselves. They
also contribute their hard-earned money
to the candidate of their choice.
This makes each group of voters a
“special-interest group.” However, no

candidate will ever refer to any of their
groups as a “special interest” for fear of
voter backlash.
We are all Americans. Years have been
spent trying to break down the barriers
between the races and ethnic groups; yet,
we turn a blind eye when it comes to
elections and accept the division between
each group by how they vote.
Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

Sixth Grader Says Cartoon Was
Offensive to Students, Athletes
As a sixth grader at Edison Intermediate School, I was deeply offended by your
cartoon in the February 14 issue of The
Westfield Leader.
The cartoon featured a football team
running onto a field with student fans
holding signs such as “beet dem bludy”
and “go teem.”
On the side is a man talking to his wife
about how he doesn’t think the budget
money for the board of education is properly spent. I completely disagree with
this.
The students of Westfield do much
more than play sports. The BOE helps
support a wonderful fine-arts department
in our school district. Four Westfield High
School (WHS) students were selected for
the 2007 All State Chorus and Orchestra.
Hi’s Eye, the WHS newspaper, also
won six individual awards from the Gar-

den State Press Association. On the academic side, 19 WHS students achieved an
“800” on their SAT I and II tests. In
addition, 93 percent of WHS students
will be continuing on to higher education.
The school district often uses the positive effects of sports, such as teamwork
and leadership, to their advantage in the
classroom.
However, to say that the BOE spends
more money on sports than actual education is simply incorrect. I found the cartoon insulting to the hard work of students
from all nine schools, and I believe that
the other students, teachers and parents
would agree. Thank you for listening and
go Blue Devils!
Jack Lynch
Westfield
Editor’s note: We congratulate the precocity of the writer.

Scotch Plains Town Council: Ethical
Ethos Withholding Public Information

Kudos to County Clerk for Discovering
Error in Presidential Primary Results
Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi was doublechecking election results from the February 5, New
Jersey Presidential Primary when she kept coming
up with errors on a handful of machines. The results
between the machine cartridges and the paper backups showed discrepancies.
After checking and rechecking the results, Ms.
Rajoppi called other New Jersey county clerks, who
then checked their elections results. Similar errors on
the Sequoia electronic voting machines were found in
Bergen, Gloucester, Middlesex and Ocean Counties.
In a close election, an error of this magnitude could
have resulted in a successful recount challenge. In

2005, Democrat Tom Bigosinski beat Republican
Eric Leuthold by a single vote out of 2,937 tallies
cast in the race for a Westfield Town Council seat.
His victory was upheld after a recount.
We offer our kudos to Ms. Rajoppi for bringing her
findings to the forefront. We need to get this issue
resolved in time for the June Primary and, more
importantly, the November General Election when
the public will elect a new President and Congressman/Congresswoman from the 7th District.
Sequoia had blamed the error on a “corrupted
chip.” That’s an interesting choice of words in this
state. At least it’s not a hanging chad.

I have often heard Mayor Martin Marks
lament the poor attendance at public township meetings. On the front page of the
February 21, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times we have an inkling of why this is
so. It is a sordid tale of our town officials
attempting to suppress and limit access to
information about the town budget.
As reported in The Times, copies of a
one-page document concerning the town
budget were being circulated to the council members and the press at a public
conference meeting. Richard Samuel, the
well-respected chairman of the Democratic Party in town, was in attendance at
the meeting as a concerned citizen. When
Mr. Samuel requested a copy of this document, Tom Atkins refused, outrageously
accompanying his refusal with a derogatory personal attack on Mr. Samuel.
Mr. Samuel was then content to look
over someone’s shoulder to see what was
in the document being discussed.
Mayor Marks, who was chairing the
meeting, decided at that point to stonewall by taking the session behind closed
doors to confer with the town lawyer on
the legality of denying Mr. Samuel access
to this information. Behind closed doors,
they decided they had no legal obligation
to give this information to a specific member of the public.
I contend, however, in a Democratic
society, that they most certainly are violating a moral obligation to the principles of
open government. Moreover, this kind of

disrespectful and downright abusive treatment of a concerned citizen is deplorable
and, in all likelihood, directly responsible
for the lack of public participation that
Mayor Marks so often laments.
Sadly, this incident calls into question
the ethical ethos of town officials who
would go to such extreme lengths to withhold public information about the town
budget from interested citizens. We live
in a democracy, and the public deserves
full and reasonable access to any and all
materials relating to the town budget.
Mayor Marks, Mr. Atkins, your behavior begs the question: What are you trying
to hide?
I find this whole incident the most
blatant and appalling display of pernicious negativity perpetrated by Republican town officials to date.
On behalf of the citizens of Scotch
Plains, I call on the town council to make
any and all materials relating to the town
budget available on a town budget section
of the Scotch Plains website for all to
examine. Stop hiding in the shadows and
let the sun shine in on local government
affairs.
A quote from the Revolutionary War
patriot Patrick Henry seems particularly
relevant: “The liberties of a people never
were, nor ever will be, secure, when the
transactions of their rulers may be concealed from them.”
John Thompson
Scotch Plains

Samuel Charges Atkins and Marks
With ‘Trying to Demean People’
In a rare public temper tantrum, normally displayed only in private and reserved for township employees and others who challenge our municipal
manager’s perceived dictatorial powers
over the running of Scotch Plains’ affairs,
Tom Atkins accused me of writing “things
that are trash.”
When challenged to point out anything
I had written that was false, he had nothing to say on the merits.
In the past, I have accused Mr. Atkins,
in writing, of improper conduct in the
administration of municipal affairs and

Leader/Times Sets
Internship Program
WESTFIELD — The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
invite area college and high-school students with an interest in journalism and
newspaper operations to apply to the 2008
Summer Internship Program. The
longstanding program is divided into two
types of part-time, paid internships: staff
interns and correspondent interns.
The staff intern program will accept a
limited number of students to work alongside the office staff in a work/study environment with hands-on assignments involving operations, writing, photography,
copyediting, graphic design, layout, video,
communications and the Internet.
The correspondent intern program will
accept a limited number of students to
undertake reporting assignments, such as
covering local meetings and events for
publication.
The newspaper staff will guide the
interns on journalistic standards and accountability. The staff intern program
will require greater time, while the correspondent program is more flexible. Applicants may apply to either or both programs. The newspaper advisory committee will complete the selection process by
early spring. Application to the program
must be done online at goleader.com/
internship by March 8. Early registration
is recommended.

provided the writing to him and distributed it to the press.
For example, in November 2007, I
submitted my recommendations on the
upcoming 2008 budget, in which I included the following charge of misconduct in very polite language as follows:
“No money should be appropriated or
used by the town for political purposes as
was done in the 2006 election… This
practice not only adds to the towns expenses but also is illegal and could add
legal costs in defending an appropriate
lawsuit.”
This statement was not challenged because it is true, and I stand ready to prove
it if called upon to do so.
I have alluded, in the past, to some
special provisions Mr. Atkins had succeeded in having prior township councils
authorize, which provide benefits to him
and cost the township money.
An example is article 8.3 of our personnel code, effective January 1, 2005, which
provides for reimbursement of 75 percent
of an employee’s health insurance after
retirement until age 65, if the employee
has 25 years of service at the time of
retirement. Tom Atkins appears to be one
of a few, if not the only, employee to fit
the bill.
Tom Atkins and his cohort Mayor
Marks like to put on dog-and-pony shows
telling the taxpayers how only they understand the finances of the town and
present so-called facts to support their
positions.
What they don’t do is present the real
state of Scotch Plains’ finances or the
ultimate cost to Scotch Plains of the actions they favor. They also insult and try
to demean people who suggest doing
things that will benefit the people of Scotch
Plains, such as a cell tower ordinance, but
do not suit their agenda.
The truth is that the township is neither
in as bad of financial shape as they would
want you to believe, but it will be if their
policies and practices are allowed to be
continued.
Dick Samuel, Chairman
Scotch Plains Democratic Committee

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Guttate – Spotted, as with drops
2. Sepelition – Burial; interment
3. Thill – A shaft to which a horse is
hitched to a wagon
4. Dirdum – A loud outcry of blame or
rebuke
UBERTY
1. Abundance
2. Pure; fresh
3. Balance; stability
4. Pride; haughtiness
DEPILATION
1. Grief; misery
2. A beating or whipping with a stick or
club
3. The act of or process of removing
hair from the body
4. A condition of progressive emaciation
TZIGANE
1. A Hungarian gypsy
2. Mentally ill; insane
3. In South Africa, an outsider; a foreigner
4. A laborer; member of the working
class
KATABASIS
1. The cessation of natural selection in
generation
2. Hibernating or burrowing
3. A sudden pulling back or retreating
4. A retreat to the sea

See more letters & government
news on page 18

Letters to
the Editor
An Open Letter of
Thanks to Westfield
I would like to say how proud I am of
our town and its public servants — the
police, firefighters, rescue squad and
building department. On Monday, February 18, a near tragedy occurred outside
and inside my office at 169 Mountain
Avenue. But, due to the quick response of
our police, firefighters and rescue squads,
that tragedy was averted and a precious
life saved.
I would like to personally thank the
Westfield police officers, firefighters and
EMTs who were quick to respond to the
scene to aid in this mini-miracle. A special thanks to Dr. Malcom Schwartz for
his quick response and aid in that dire
situation. And I would also like to thank
and congratulate my staff members on
their quick reactions and unselfish acts in
a critical situation in getting all the patients out of the office safely.
And finally, I would like to thank God,
for surely he was looking down upon this
town at my office, lending a guiding hand
at a scene where split-second decisions
were made, and unusual circumstances
occurred, which averted what could have
been a horrible tragedy.
Again, my sincerest of thanks.
Dr. Thomas Streko, DMD
Westfield

Thanks for the Fun
WF Victory Parade
Sunday was a great day for Westfield
swimming, when the Westfield High
School girls and boys teams performed
terrifically and both won their State Championships.
The coaches Brooke Smith and Jeffrey
Knight were real inspirations in leading
their teams. The Westfield, Hillsborough
and Bridgewater-Raritan fans at The College of New Jersey provided loud support.
Thanks also to Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
Sergeant Christopher Battiloro and Lieutenant Edward Maguire of the Westfield
Police, and the Board of Education for
planning the fun victory parade through
town and the celebration at the high school.
Larry Budnick
Westfield

WF Champ Swim Team
Thanks Supporters
On behalf of the state champion
Westfield Blue Devil swim teams, we
would like to express our gratitude to all
the people who went out of their way to
welcome us back when we returned from
our championship meet. The Westfield
Fire Department, Police Department and
Rescue Squad did an exceptional job escorting team busses and the rest of our
rowdy procession back through town and
to the high school.
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, councilmen
Mark Ciarrocca, Sal Caruana and Frank
Arena, along with Ginny Leiz and Jane
Clancy from the board of education, met
us there for an enthusiastic victory rally.
The Westfield Leader also was terrific in
sending their photographer to cover the
celebration.
Our town’s great support and recognition of our accomplishment will be a
lifetime memory for us, and we are very
grateful for the enthusiastic support we
received from everyone. We were proud
to bring our record 21st State Championship trophy back to Westfield, and deeply
appreciate the great show of support from
our town.
Thanks to all of you who made our
special night possible.
Matt Blutfield, Matt Green, Matt
Haddad, and Jon Holt, WHS Boys
Swim Team Captains
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Letters to the Editor
What Does It Mean to “Repudiate
New Jersey’s Unconstitutional Debt?”

Hair Yesterday is Gone Today; Thank
You all From Westfield Girl Scout
I just completed my Girl Scout Gold
Award Project, and I would like to thank
everyone who participated in my ‘Locks
of Love’ hair drive on February 3. I
collected 1,033 inches of hair, which
was sent to Florida to be made into wigs
for children who have long-term or permanent hair loss. I never imagined I
would have such a fantastic turnout; the
response and support shown to me has
been amazing.

cially to the Guillotine and the 18 “Guilla
girls” who donated so much of their
time and services.
This event was a huge success because of all of you and the 100 people
who donated their hair: Diana Vasel,
Lisa Glass, Julia Myers, Angela Ko,
Katherine Ko, Anna Reid, Victoria
Vena, Amy Forbes, Taylor Cummings,
Elaine Roff, Christine Grispart, Sarah
Slavin, Yvette Scola, Kate Castellone,
Brigid Ryan, Victoria Wang,
Stephanie Wang, Elise Ballan,
Rebecca Greenwald, Leonor
Gutierrez, Yvette Scheurs,
Kevin Furlong, Ava Graham,
Alison Jaruzelski, Lauren
Posluszny, Shelia Meyers,
Nancy Luscombe, Elizabeth
Brucia, Kelly Kalis, Abby
Demers, Alison Urban, Jennifer Kirian, Sarah Cooney, Jessica Mongiovi, Fiona
Mongiovi, Katryna Niva,
Charlotte Seltzer, Sandy
HAIRLESS...Girl Scouts and other girls do- Martinez, Frances Re, Kerry
nated their hair to help others. Hairdressers Sheridan, Amy Magrino, Lisa
(above) were glad to help.
Campbell, Sommer Campbell,
Meredith Ambinder, Karla
The ponytails consisted of 59 brown,
Rizzi, Karen Fountain, Janice Perlin,
20 blondes, 18 black and three red. The
Doris Alejandro, Sara Webber, Kelly
age span was 4 (Natalia Vollaro) to
Webber, Tina Cristiano, Susan
Kathy Burke at 53 years old, with 25
Schuman, Meghan O’Dwyer, Lisa
percent being over the age of 35; five
O’Dwyer, Taylor, Bulger, Ashley
sets of mother-daughters and six sets of
Hoffer, Olivia Luzzi, Caroline King,
sisters participated; the longest ponytail
Miranda DePalma, Kyla Gargiulo,
of the day was Tina Cristiano at 17.5
Samantha Hirtler, Jen Maranz, Charinches; traveling the farthest was
lotte Perez, Stephanie Creegan, Caitlin
Victoria Vena from Lebanon and Doris
Creegan, Kathy Burke, Katie Fazio,
Alejandro from Ringwood; the only
Lauren Fazio, Emily Wieszczek, Sabrina
male to come was Kevin Furlong, who
Greene, Brittany Graham, Rebecca
donated 14 inches; the most unique doSarkos, Sue Hageman, Claire Hageman,
nation was from Leonor Gutierrez, a 20Casey Reimlinger, Rose Klofta, Lois
inch ponytail she had cut in 1983 and is
Walter, Paige Koleck, Brooke Schaeffer,
still usable. Lastly, a ponytail was mailed
Julia Frontero, Marybeth Rodgers, Izzi
from California by Ethan Ross.
Wayner, Isabelle Ick, Marisa Lombardi,
Thank you so much to Scott at the
Lia Fagan, Leah Geoghegan, Mia
Bagel Chateau, Dunkin Donuts in
Bonadies, Sophia Mineo, Nina Mineo,
Garwood and Lindeman Buick in
Natalia Vollaro, Daniella Vollaro, Ethan
Westfield for the great breakfast; Mike,
Ross, Abby Davis, Donna Dowling,
Jerry and Ryan at Hershey’s for the
Kara Mulcahy, Emily Kelly, Martha
delicious lunch; Westfield Drug Fair
McDonald, Pier Davis, anonymous and
for the advertising supplies; Westfield
myself.
Stop and Shop, Helen Papettas and Lynn
Just saying thank you does not seem
Carlone (Shoprite employees) for the
nearly enough, but “thank you” so much
drinks, snacks and paper goods; Shoprite
for all of your generosity, support, kind
in Garwood for the case of water; Frank
e-mails, notes and enthusiasm. I could
Pace at the Westfield Post Office for the
not have succeeded without all of you.
postage to mail all of the hair; Greg
Jill Pate
Ryan for the pictures he took and espeWestfield

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC
Attorneys At Law

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001 • www.stahlesq.com

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Upon reading several articles in your
newspaper about the state fiscal crisis, I
think your Westfield readers might like to
know about the different types of bonds
the state has issued. Since Governor Jon
Corzine proposed an 800-percent toll hike
over a decade, there has been discontent
from the public. One slogan gathering
popularity is “Repudiate N.J.’s Unconstitutional Debt.”
What does that mean?
New Jersey has $30 billion of bonded
debt. There are two types of bonded debt:
general obligation and contract. The Governor refers to contract debt as appropriations debt. The difference between general obligation and contract debt is how
they are approved.
General obligation is that debt which is
placed on the ballot and approved by
voters. General-obligation bonds are
backed by the full faith and credit of the
State of New Jersey. That language is
found on the bonds themselves.
Contract debt is approved by appointed
government agencies, not by voters. Contract bonds state that they are not backed
by the full faith and credit of the State of
New Jersey. Contract debt can be denied
appropriations (read: funding in the budget) by the legislature at anytime. Thus,
another term that people use to refer to
contract, or appropriations debt, is “junk”
bond debt.
A total of $3 billion of the $30 billion
is general obligation debt; $27 billion of
state debt is contract debt, not approved
by voters.
Concerning debt, the New Jersey Constitution reads:
“The Legislature shall not, in any
manner, create in any fiscal year a debt or
debts, liability or liabilities of the State,
which, together with any previous debts
or liabilities, shall exceed at any time one
per centum of the total amount appropriated by the general appropriation law for
that fiscal year, unless the same shall be
authorized by a law...”
“…no such law shall take effect until it
shall have been submitted to the people at
a general election...”
One percent of New Jersey’s $33.3
billion budget is $333 million. There is
currently $30 billion of debt in violation
of the Constitution. Many Governors have
taken part in this unconstitutional borrowing without voter approval. How is
this possible?
Lonegan v. State of N.J. (I and II, 2001
to 2003) examined this question. The
majority opinion of the court can be
summed up with one sentence, “It is unconstitutional, but they can do it anyway.”
Investors had the chance to read the
language on the bonds. There is a disclosure that contract bonds are a high-risk
investment. Investors assumed the risk
when they purchased the bonds. It is not
the responsibility of the state to insure
private investments, especially at the expense of the taxpayer.
Why should tolls increase 800 percent
to protect the high-risk investment of
selected investors? Taxpayers should not
protect investors from their own decision
to invest in unconstitutional bonds.
“Repudiate New Jersey’s Unconstitutional Debt” means denying appropriations (read: funding) for contract, or appropriation, or junk-bond debt (take the
term of your choice) in the 2008 state
budget.

Repudiating $27 billion of contract debt
is good for New Jersey. Repudiation reduces our debt from $30 to $3 billion.
There is a repudiation myth. Opponents of repudiation claim that it would
absolutely prevent New Jersey from obtaining bonds for needed bridge and school
construction. That is false. Repudiation
would only prevent future contract bonds,
not affect our ability to issue generalobligation bonds. Repudiation would prevent government agencies from contracting debt in the future, without voter approval. Investors are still able to purchase
bonds as long as they are backed by the
full faith and credit of the state. Full faith
and credit of the state is only afforded to
bonds with voter approval.
Is voter approval not a good thing?
Voter approval is what Governor Corzine
has proposed as a way to saving our state.
Repudiation eliminates the need to raise
the tolls and/or contract any more debt.
Repudiation brings New Jersey government back in sync with our constitution.
Now, the further question remains,
“Repudiate New Jersey’s Unconstitutional Debt,” why not?
Jesse Kurtz
Atlantic City

Protect Our Children
From Dangerous and
Poisonous Toys
The time for federal and state governments to protect our children from the
unending and ever expanding onslaught
of dangerous and poisonous toys and other
imports into the United States has long
passed. Clearly, the welfare of our children is at risk.
The Constitution mandates Congress
“to regulate commerce with foreign nations.” Where are the laws regulating
these imports? And there is the Constitutional provision that empowers Congress
“to make all laws necessary and proper
for carrying into execution the foregoing
powers.” Where are all of those laws?
Our President needs to propose measures that can protect our children from
the dangers and poisons to which they are
being exposed.
If the federal government won’t act,
the state governments can take the initiative. The Constitution permits the states
with “the consent of the Congress” to “lay
any imposts or duties on imports… except what may be absolutely necessary
for executing its inspection laws.” Our 50
state governments are failing our children, too. None – not one – has petitioned
the Congress for such authority.
Until federal and state officials fulfill
their sworn oaths of office “to uphold the
Constitution of the United States,” citizens need to exercise the prerogative to
protect our children. Boycott such products, petition stores to remove such products from their shelves and encourage
other persons to register their indignation
as well.
Domestic manufacturers must follow
product safety regulations. Foreign imports must be required to do so, too, if
they are to be accepted at our ports.
Express your concerns to federal and
state representatives. They may be responsive.
Walter Boright
Lavallette

B.
Kubick
Opticians ~ Hearing Aid Center
Serving the Westfield Community for 3 generations

110A Central Ave, Westfield
(Across from Starbucks)

(908) 233-5512
Get the best hearing science has to offer

at Our Open House Event!
Feb. 28th - Mar. 1st

On Thursday the 28th Terry Parker, Starkey Representative, will be
available to answer any of your questions.
Make your appointment today to experience for
yourself the most technically advanced hearing
aid system available, Destiny by Starkey.

Exclusively from

Visit us on the web at: www.bkubick.com

NJHAD # 987

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500
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Electronic Voting System Problems
Endanger our Democracy
I was appalled to hear about the errors
made by a handful of voting machines in
Union and other counties after the February 5 Primary Election. The machines,
made by Sequoia Voting Systems, registered discrepancies between the vote tallies of their cartridges and paper-tape
backups.
I can’t say that I’m surprised, however.
Ever since electronic voting systems
started replacing older systems of voting,
there have been widespread and consistent reports of trouble at the polls, whether
it’s discrepancies in vote totals, votes
being lost or going unaccounted for, or
votes “flipping” from the selected candidate to another candidate before a voter’s
eyes, as has happened to voters in several
states.
The right to vote is our most precious
one as Americans, because it is the key
that allows us to participate in the everchanging experiment of democracy and
have a voice in our government. Thus, it
is unacceptable that an unreliable and
flawed system, such as electronic voting,
should be charged with the responsibility
of safeguarding the integrity of our elections.
As Americans, we must not only exercise our right to vote every Election Day,
but we must also fight to preserve the
integrity of our votes, to ensure that they
continue to have value in our democratic
process. Therefore, I submit to my fellow
citizens and to the county election commissions in New Jersey that we return to
a system of publicly-counted paper ballots.
When taking into consideration all the
problems electronic voting machines have
caused, in addition to the “hanging chad”
fiasco in Florida, in 2000, where punchcard systems revealed their own flaws, it
is clear that the only fair and fool-proof
system of voting is plain paper.
I also propose that the United States
adopt a Voters’ Bill of Rights to ensure
the integrity of our elections forevermore.
No voting system is free of potential
problems unless those in charge of running elections and counting votes are
independent, non-partisan, and committed to a free and fair process. There is just
such a bill that can be found at the New
Jersey Impeach Groups website:
www.impeachthem.com. It has ten simple
articles that, if adopted, will ensure the
fairness and transparency of our elections
and the enfranchisement of millions more
citizens: 1. Eliminate rigged voting systems (implement hand-counted paper
ballots) 2. Replace partisan oversight with
non-partisan election commissions 3.
Celebrate democracy – make Election
Day a national holiday 4. Make it easier to
vote (this article includes eliminating
many bureaucratic obstacles to voting
and allocating more resources to providing more early voting and more polling
places to reduce lines) 5. Count every
vote 6. Re-enfranchise ex-felons and nonfelons 7. Implement instant run-off voting and proportional representation 8.
Replace big money control with public
financing and equal air-time 9. Guarantee

equal access to the ballot and debates 10.
Abolish the electoral college and enact
statehood for the District of Columbia.
I urge everyone who values their right
to vote in a free and fair election to examine this Voter’s Bill of Rights in detail,
and to urge their election commission to
get rid of the electronic voting machines
in favor of publicly-counted paper ballots. Our most precious right must be
protected.
Lastly, thanks to [Union County Clerk]
Joanne Rajoppi and the county clerks
from the other counties affected by voting
machine problems for working to correct
them and ensure that every vote is counted
correctly.
Rosemary Topar
Westfield

Paper Should List
Officials’ Positions
It may be helpful if the paper would list
the positions of elected officials in our
readership area on the Governor’s restructuring plan.
Then, when there is a vote, it could
again be made available to the public.
Naturally, should there be an alternate
plan or two placed before a vote, this
could also be showed.
In fact, this may have the biggest impact if listed on the front page. This could
do a great deal for accountability and
increase public awareness.
I think that any budget’s vote should be
made very obvious to the public. Lately,
I’m hearing that the Governor’s plan is
dead, and the discussion is turning towards the existence of some alternate
ones. But it is questionable if the root
causes of the problem are being addressed
by these other ones.
Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Thank You from
WF Lions Club
On behalf of the Westfield Lions Club,
we would like to thank Vicki’s Diner,
Panera Bread and the Bagel Chateau for
allowing us to collect donations for our
White Cane Fund Raiser for the blind.
To the patrons who donated; the club
sincerely thanks all of you for your donations to our “Have a Heart Help the Lions
Help the Blind” campaign.
We welcome new members; for information visit us at westfieldnj.com/lions.
Alberta Capria-Ryan, President
Westfield Lions Club
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Father and Daughter Dance
To Be Held In Scotch Plains

Miller-Cory Invites Public
For Maple Sugar Sunday
WESTFIELD – On Sunday, March
2, the Reverend John Mills of
Fanwood will demonstrate the technique of maple sugaring from 2 to 4
p.m. at the Miller-Cory House Museum. The museum is located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield.
During this annual event, maple
sap will be collected in wooden buckets from the old sugar maple on the
museum grounds.
Reverend Mills will show how
handmade spiles are inserted into the
maple trees to allow sap to run. He
also will explain how the maple sap
rises and flows and how sugar and
syrup are made from the sap.
Eighteenth-century cooking demonstrations also will resume that day
in the museum’s Frazee Building.
Members of the cooking committee
will prepare seasonal recipes over the
open-hearth fire using authentic Colonial methods. Taste treats will be
available for sampling.
Built in 1740, the Miller-Cory House
Museum is a restored, fully furnished
farmhouse and a nationally recognized
living history site. While there, visitors are invited to stop by the gift shop,
which carries a variety of Colonial
reproductions, toys, crafts, cookbooks
and educational materials.
Admission is $2.50 for adults, $1

for students and free for children
under age 4. Upcoming Sunday
events include “The Ancient Art of
Rubbings” on March 9, “Easter Traditions and Customs” on March 16
and “18th-Century Table Customs
and Manners” on March 30. For
more information, call the museum
office weekday mornings at (908)
232-1776.

Grandma the Clown to Visit
Garwood School on Monday
GARWOOD – The Garwood Public Library, in partnership with the
Garwood Public Schools, will
present “Read just for the fun of
it...with Grandma the Clown” on
Monday, March 3, at 7 p.m. in the
Lincoln School gymnasium, located
at 400 Second Avenue in Garwood.
Barry Lubin, a Garwood resident
and star of the Big Apple Circus, will
transform himself into his famous
character of Grandma the Clown.
During this hour-long program, he
will entertain, read a story and answer questions from the audience.
This event is open to the public,
and while there is no charge, admission is by ticket only. Seating is
limited and tickets, which must be
obtained in advance, are available
on a first-come, first-served basis.
Students registered in the Garwood
school system can obtain their tickets from their homeroom teachers.
Residents whose children attend
schools outside the district may obtain their tickets from the Garwood

Public Library at 411 Third Avenue.
To reach the library, call (908) 7891670.
There will be a random drawing
the evening of the show for a fourpack of ringside tickets to the Big
Apple Circus, which will be playing
in Bridgewater through Sunday,
March 23. The circus donated these
tickets through its Community Service Program.

Caregivers Group Posts
Monday Night Meeting
WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chronically ill loved ones will meet on
Monday, March 3, at 8 p.m. in the
parish center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield.
Group meetings are held on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month.
These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information, call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Church Welcomes All
For Labyrinth Walk

$)3#/6%2
WHY  MILLION HOMEOWNERS
TRUST THEIR HOMES TO

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Boys and
Girls Clubs of Union County will host
its sixth annual Father and Daughter
Dance, open to the public, on Thursday,
March 20. It will be held from 6 to
10:30 p.m. at Snuffy’s Pantagis Renaissance, located at Park and Mountain
Avenues at Route 22 in Scotch Plains.
This event is one of the many family support programs run by the Boys
and Girls Clubs designed to strengthen
family relationships, especially between daughters and their father or
adult male role model.
Launched in 2002 by the Plainfield
club, a recipient of the 2007 Annie E.
Casey Family SupportAward, this community event has grown in popularity

‘Turtlesinger’ to Return
To Westfield Library
WESTFIELD – Naturalist and
musician Karen Buckley, known as
the “Turtlesinger,” will return to the
Westfield Memorial Library on Saturday, March 8, with a program at
10:30 a.m. and noon.
She performs with husband and
“turtle-toter” Charlie Buckley and
their three large turtles. In a program
designed to educate and entertain,
they show their audiences the many
features of their turtles.
Mrs. Buckley performs her original turtle songs to teach people to
respect all living creatures. Sponsored
by the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library, this program is suitable for children ages 3 and older
who are full-service Westfield Memorial Library cardholders.

CRANFORD – The First Presbyterian Church of Cranford will sponsor a series of open labyrinth walks,
with the next one scheduled for Sunday, March 2. All walks will be held
in Bates Hall at the church, located at
11 Springfield Avenue.
Participants are invited to walk the
labyrinth anytime between 1 and 4
p.m. but are asked to begin their walk
by 3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks will
be held the first Sunday of every
month unless otherwise specified.
The 11-ringed pattern, painted on
canvas, is modeled after the 13th- century labyrinth at Chartres Cathedral in
France. For more information, call the
church at (908) 276-8440.
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AARP Chapter Plans
20th-Year Celebration
Ms. Rachel Beth Kron and Michael Jay Weisslitz

Michael J. Weisslitz, Esq.
To Wed Ms. Rachel B. Kron
versity of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, where she earned a Master of
Science degree in Public Health and
Environmental Policy. She currently
is an environmental project manager
for New York City Transit.
An October wedding is planned.

Dr. and Mrs. Harvey Weisslitz of
Westfield have announced the engagement of their son, Michael Jay
Weisslitz, Esq., to Ms. Rachel Beth
Kron. She is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Marvin Kron of Verona.
A graduate of Westfield High
School, the future bridegroom received a Bachelor of Science degree
in Biopsychology from the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor.
He later attended the University of
Colorado School of Law in Boulder,
Colo., where he earned his Juris Doctorate degree. Mr. Weisslitz currently
is an attorney with the law firm of
Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer, P.A.
in Woodbridge.
The bride-to-be graduated from
Verona High School and received a
Bachelor of Science degree in Environmental Science with high honors
from Cook College at Rutgers University in New Brunswick.
Ms. Kron later attended the Uni-

Presbyterian Church
To Host Organ Recital
WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue, will feature Jason
Klein in an organ recital on Sunday,
March 2, at 7 p.m. in the church
sanctuary. All are welcome to attend
this free event.
Mr. Klein has been director of
Music at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield since July of 2007. He previously served as Minister of Music
at the Christ Lutheran Church in San
Diego, Calif. since 2004.
During the recital, he will play a
variety of music, including pieces by
Bach, Dupré, Ferko, Leighton,
Mendelssohn and Strayhorn. For
more information about this or any
other upcoming event, call the church
office at (908) 233-0301 or visit
westfieldpc.org.

Knit-Crochet Circle Set
To Begin This Tuesday
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Memorial Library will hold a knitting
and crocheting circle on the first
and third Tuesdays of each month at
1:30 p.m. beginning on March 4.
All are invited to attend.
Participants will meet by the fireplace in the adult section of the library to work on individual projects
and on the “afghan square project.”
Members of the community are
asked to knit or crochet an eightinch square piece that can be sewn
together to make an afghan. The
afghan would be donated to a member of the armed forces who currently is receiving rehabilitation
from injuries that occurred while
serving in the Middle East.
The design does not matter – it
just has to be eight inches squared.
Individuals do not have to attend
the Tuesday circle to donate a
square. There will be a donation
box at the Fanwood Memorial Library, located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road. For more information, call (908) 322-6400.

Local Church to Hold
Pajama Movie Night
MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
Mountainside Community Presbyterian Church, located at 1459 Deer
Path, will hold a Pajama Movie Night
on Saturday, March 8, beginning at
5:30 p.m. All are welcome to watch
the family film Because of Winn-Dixie.
Children may wear their pajamas
and bring their blankets, pillows or
sleeping bags. Pizza and beverages
will be served before the movie and
snacks will be provided during the
film. A light refreshment will be
served afterward.
Interested persons are asked to respond by Friday, March 7, to the church
office at (908) 232-9490 or by e-mail
to chrisbelden@verizon.net with the
number of people who will attend, to
ensure there will be enough food. An
adult must accompany all children.

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter 4137 of the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP)
will meet on Monday, March 3, at 1
p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country Club,
located at Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.
Ample parking is available.
Local dentist Dr. Van Stevens will
relate the importance of healthy dental
practices, especially for seniors, and
talk about the latest procedures available to ensure healthy teeth and gums.
The meeting also will be a celebration of the 20th anniversary of the
founding of this chapter. A variety of
finger sandwiches, a special sheet
cake, coffee and tea will be served for
the occasion.
Additionally, a commemorative
plaque from National President of
AARP Eric Olson and congratulatory letters from both him and State
President of AARP Sy Larson, marking the anniversary, will be on display during the meeting. The chapter
especially invites any charter members to attend this particular meeting.

and attendance each year. More than
140 people attended last year’s dance.
The Father and Daughter Dance is
open to all girls or young women in
the area and their father or adult male
role model. Tickets are $45 per couple,
$25 for each additional ticket, and
include dinner. Contests for “Best
Dressed” and “Best Dancers” also
will be part of the event.
Tickets must be purchased in advance and are available at any Union
County Boys and Girls Club. The
Boys and Girls Clubs of Union County
operate facilities in Union, Roselle,
Roselle Park, Plainfield and Elizabeth. For more information, call (908)
822-8672, extension no. 104.
Tables and sponsorships for this
event are available by calling Paul
Casey, director of Community Development and Alumni Relations, at
(908) 822-8672, extension no. 103.

Workshop Set Tonight
On Cyberbullying
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will hold a workshop
tonight, Thursday, February 28, at 7
p.m. for teenagers and parents on
cyberbullying.
The purpose of the program is to
help parents and youth in middle and
high school better understand this
problem and learn strategies for coping with it. Detective Mike Hoose of
the Union County Prosecutor’s Office will be the featured speaker.
All are welcome to attend this program. The cost per person is $7 for
JCC members and $10 for others. The
JCC is located at 1391 South Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
information, contact Dana Brenner at
dbrenner@jccnj.org or (908) 8898800, extension no. 203. Individuals
also may obtain information and register online at jccnj.org.

Service League Thrift Shop
Announces Bag Sale Week
SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1730
East Second Street in Scotch Plains,
will end its winter season with a
week of bag sales from Saturday,
March 1, to Saturday, March 8. All
shop proceeds are donated to local
charitable organizations.
All merchandise will be included
in the sale. Shoppers will be able to
fill bags, available for $5 each at the
shop, with as many items as they can
fit into each bag. If an item doesn’t
fit in the brown shopping bag, then it
will sell for half price.
Items still in the store include winter coats, hats, scarves and gloves,
shoes, women’s purses, sweaters,
pants and slacks, bric-a-brac and linens. Paperback and hardcover books,
compact disks, DVDs, cassette tapes
and videotapes also are available.
New merchandise will be offered
for sale beginning Tuesday, March
11. Spring and summer clothes will
be featured, among them new dresses
and two-piece suits for women and
lightweight clothing for men.
Children’s clothing, outerwear, golf
shirts and sweaters for the whole
family will be available.
The thrift shop will continue to

feature “one price” items. All jeans
and corduroys are $4, men’s dress
shirts are $3 and belts and ties are 75
cents. Store operating hours are 10
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, and 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. on Friday and Saturday.
For more information or directions,
call (908) 322-5420. Anyone interested in joining the shop’s volunteer
staff is asked to call the shop or the
membership chairman at (908) 3228496 to schedule an interview and
tour of the facilities.

WF Boosters Dinner
To Honor Mr. Kehler
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Boosters 2008 Spring Dinner Dance
will feature music by the “T-Birds”
on Saturday, March 8, from 7 p.m. to
midnight at Temple Emanu-El, located at 756 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Admission is $60.
Net proceeds will be donated to the
WestfieldAthletic Hall of Fame in honor
of Gary Kehler. There will be a sports
memorabilia auction, hot buffet, wine
and beer. Tickets may be obtained from
Taylor and Love (Century 21 Realtors),
Nick Gismondi at (908) 654-1753 and
Mike Toth at (732) 680-0425.
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Westfield Day Care
A Learning Center Since 1968
Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

Westfield Day Care offers certified, loving teachers. We are open from 7am
to 6pm all year, and accept children from 18 months through Kindergarten.
Age appropriate curriculum, enrichment and field trips. We also provide hot
lunch, morning and afternoon snack.

*Full Day Kindergarten Availability for September 2008
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Accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC)
140 Mountain Ave.
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-232-6717
Westfielddaycarecenter.org

Dreams begin here . . .

Free Seminar on the 6 Stages of

Bath Remodel for Homeowners

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

The Leader • The Times
New Subscriber • Renewal
One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76
College $20 (September - May)

Thursday March 13
6:30pm-8:30pm
Attendance is limited to 20 persons.
Please call and register.
Depending on response, additional
dates may be available.
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We Reach People... Not Driveways!

44 South Martine Avenue
Fanwood, NJ
908-322-2207
www.thebathconnection.com
Appointments Suggested
Tues. thru Sat. 9:30 am – 5:30 pm
Evenings by Appointment

Come Visit Our Beautiful Showroom!
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Elizabeth Beylon, Executive Secretary;
Member of St. Anne’s Rosary Society
brothers, Mickey, John and Joseph,
and her sisters, Jule, Anne and Mary.
Surviving are eight nieces and nephews, as well as grandnieces and grandnephews.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, February 25, at St.
Anne’s Church. Interment took place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue
West in Cranford.
Memorial donations may be made
to the National Multiple Sclerosis
Society, 1 Kalisa Way, Suite 205,
Paramus, N.J. 07652 or to The ALS
Association, Development Department, 27001 Agoura Road, Suite 150,
Calabasas Hills, Calif. 91301.
February 28, 2008

Urseline Giuggio, 89, Devoted to Family;
Performed With Orchestra at Events
Urseline D. (Gil) Giuggio, 89, of
Fanwood, formerly of Peabody,
Mass., died on Wednesday, February
6, at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield following a long
illness.
Born in Peabody, Mass. on September 16, 1918, Mrs. Giuggio was
the daughter of the late Herculano
and Maria (Cunha) Gil. She was raised
and educated in Peabody and was a
graduate of Peabody High School.
Mrs. Giuggio continued her education and graduated from Hawthorne
Institute in Salem, Mass. She worked
briefly as a bookkeeper for M.H.
Baker Clothiers in Salem, and later
for Sears Roebuck Co.
Mrs. Giuggio also studied piano
for many years and had a small orchestra that performed for local
events. She also was active with the
Mothers Guild of Bishop Fenwick
High School in Peabody, Mass. until
her family moved to Fanwood in 1965.
Mrs. Giuggio was a loving and nur-

turing mother, whose first priority
was providing a loving and caring
home to her family.
She was the devoted wife of the late
Ralph A. Giuggio, to whom she was
married for 48 years. She is survived
by her three loving daughters, Paula
Giuggio-Shea and her husband, Terry
Shea, of Scotch Plains, Donna and
Terry Lang of Longwood, Fla. and
Janice Kodatt of Fanwood; nine
grandchildren, Stacy Boo, Bradford
Lang, Ursula, Veronica and Alexandra
Kodatt and Evan, Elaine, Alyssa and
Christopher Shea. She also is survived by two great-grandchildren and
many dear friends.
Funeral services were held on
Wednesday, February 13, in Peabody,
Mass.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made in her name to the Alzheimer’s
Association, National Office, 225 N.
Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Ill.
60601.
February 28, 2008

Thomas F. Hyslip, 79, Army Veteran;
Worked For Loveland Fuel Oil Co.
Thomas F. Hyslip of Westfield
passed away on Wednesday, February 20, at the home where he was born
79 years ago on January 12, 1929.
A lifelong resident of Westfield,
Mr. Hyslip served with the United
States Army in Korea during the Korean Conflict. Upon returning to the
United States, he joined the Loveland
Fuel Oil Company in Cranford. Later,
Mr. Hyslip was associated with
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield for
16 years, retiring in 1994.
Mr. Hyslip is survived by his wife,
Carolyn Loveland Hyslip; his daughter, Leslie Greenfield, and her husband, Michael, of Freehold; his sis-

Natalie Rabkin, 81
Natalie Rabkin, 81, of Westfield
died on Sunday, February 17.
Born July 20, 1926 in Olean, N.Y.,
she was the daughter of Joseph M.
and Pauline Lax and a graduate of
Cornell University. Her family was
the focus of her life.
In addition to her parents, she was
preceded in death by her sister, Marie
Hailperin.
Surviving are her husband of 57
years, Richard M. Rabkin of
Westfield; two daughters, Paula E.
Rabkin of Warrenton, Va. and Judith
R. Magavero of Monteagle, Tenn.,
and her son-in-law, Gregory
Magavero of Monteagle, Tenn.
Rabbi Herman Savitz conducted
graveside services on Wednesday,
February 20, at Beth Israel Cemetery
in Woodbridge.
Arrangements were by Menorah
Chapels at Millburn in Union.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association, 225 N.
Michigan Avenue, Floor 17, Chicago,
Ill. 60601-7633.
February 28, 2008

Alphonse Modugno, 98
Alphonse W. Modugno, 98, died
on Saturday, February 23.
Born in Orange on December 10,
1909, he had resided in East Orange,
Union and Westfield.
Mr. Modugno was a retired member of the International Brotherhood
of Painters, Newark Local 10.
His wife, Margaret Lotano
Modugno, predeceased him.
Surviving are two daughters,
Noreen Liddy and Diane Gervasi;
two sons, Al Modugno, Jr. and Frank
Modugno; a sister, Valentina; a
brother, Raymond; 13 grandchildren
and 14 great-grandchildren.
A memorial service will be held at
10:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 1, at
the First Congregational Church, 125
Elmer Street in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue
West in Cranford.
February 28, 2008

ter, Ruthanne Smith of Collingswood,
and two granddaughters.
Services were private. Arrangements were entrusted to the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
either to: NJ RETT Syndrome, 417
Brickyard Road, Freehold, N.J. 07728
or the Center For Hope Hospice, 1900
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076.
February 28, 2008

Gena E. Dattoli, 43
Gena Elizabeth Dattoli, 43, died on
Wednesday, February 20, at her home
in Westfield.
Born in Plainfield, she had lived
there before moving to Westfield 15
years ago.
A graduate of Plainfield High
School, Gena was employed as a horticulturist with Schieferstein’s Garden Center in Clark. She loved plants
and animals.
Surviving are two sons, James
Rotola and Dakota Dattoli-Dandrea;
her parents, Frank and Elizabeth
Dattoli; her brother, Todd Dattoli; her
grandmother, Mae Kapandais, and
her grandfather, Louis Viola.
Services were held on Sunday, February 24, at the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the family for the benefit of
Gena’s children. For additional information or to express condolences, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
February 28, 2008

Robert Newman, 70
Robert Newman, 70, of Westfield
died on Thursday, February 21.
Born on January 31, 1938 in
Merrimack, N.H., he served in the
United States Navy from 1958 to
1961. He then was employed for 20
years as a stationary engineer, retiring from General Motors-Delco in
1986. Mr. Newman earned the Gold
Seal in stationary engineering in 1975.
Surviving are his wife of 44 years,
Mary (Mahoney) Newman; a daughter, Lynda (Newman) King; a brother,
George Newman; a sister, Frances
Pierce, and two grandsons.
A memorial service was held on
Tuesday, February 26, at the Cranford
Alliance Church in Cranford.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue
West in Cranford.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Center For Hope Hospice and
Palliative Care, 1900 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Area residents
are invited to attend an Israeli Food
and Wine Festival on Sunday, March
9, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 South
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.
The Israel Support Committee of
Congregation Beth Israel of Scotch
Plains, Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim
of Cranford, Temple Beth O’r/Beth
Torah of Clark and Temple Emanu-El

A FRIENDLY PLACE…Youngsters gather at the Westfield Community Center,
located at 558 West Broad Street, which offers an afterschool program for ages
6 to 12. The program includes a hot meal, help with homework and various
activities, as well as transportation.

Westfield Community Center:

After School Programs
By Donnell Carr for The Leader/Times

As the center is proud of its senior citizens program, it is equally
proud of its afterschool program.
This vital program is for children
ages 6 to 12 from Westfield and
nearby towns and serves a particular demographic need – those families that do not have easy access to
other area afterschool programs due
to financial, transportation or other
social limitations. Program fees are
based on a sliding scale designed to
accommodate all financial levels.
The afterschool program follows
the local school calendar and is active Monday through Friday from 3
to 6 p.m. The program offers a variety of activities, but primarily focuses on helping with homework.
Individual tutoring is provided for
each child. A hot, nutritious meal is
served each day. Bus transportation
is provided to pick up the children
at their respective schools and return them to their homes at the end
of the day. Currently, there are 18
children enrolled in this program.
The afterschool program has a
full staff, including two state certified teachers, and is supported by
about 15 volunteers from the local
schools and community. Major
funding for the program is from the
New Jersey Division of Family Development and from the Westfield
United Way.
According to the center’s director,
Thelma Smith, “A present challenge
is addressing the special needs of
some of the children. As we identify
and assess these needs, we must also
identify and implement program el-

Mr. Marsh to Speak
At Society Luncheon
WESTFIELD – Westfield Town
Engineer Kenneth Marsh will be
the guest speaker March 5 at the
First Wednesday Luncheon of the
Westfield Historical Society. It will
take place at noon at B.G. Fields
Restaurant, located at 560 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.
Mr. Marsh, who has more than 40
years of professional engineering
experience in the municipal, county
and private sectors, was appointed
town engineer in November 1993.
At the luncheon, he will relate some
of the history of his department and
discuss how, particularly with the
development of “McMansions” in
Westfield, his various duties and responsibilities have changed and increased in recent years.
Mr. Marsh also serves as secretary and voting member of the
Westfield Planning Board. Additionally, he is the Somerset Chairman of Union Soil Conservation
District and president of both the
Liberty Resource Conservation and
Development Council and the New
Jersey Association of Conservation
Districts.
All those wishing to attend the luncheon are asked to make a reservation
by calling (908) 233-2930 by noon
on Monday, March 3. The cost of the
luncheon is $15, including gratuity.

908.756.1729
www.hillsidecemetery.com
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead

All Saints’ to Address
Religion and Violence
SCOTCH PLAINS – The All
Saints’ Episcopal Church will host a
discussion entitled “Religion and Violence: Must They Come Together?”
on Thursday, March 6.
Two other Episcopal churches, the
Grace Episcopal Church in Plainfield
and the Holy Cross Church in North
Plainfield, will co-sponsor this Lenten
program with All Saints’ Church.
The Reverend W. Mark Richardson,
professor of Systematic Theology at
the General Theological Seminary in
New York, will be the guest speaker.
He is a Senior Theological Fellow at
Trinity Institute, where the subject of
“Religion and Violence” was the focus of a recent three-day conference.
The evening will begin with a supper at 6:30 p.m. Reverend Richardson
will speak at 7:45 p.m. There is no
charge for this program, but those
interested in attending are asked to
make reservations by calling All
Saints’ Church at (908) 322-8047.
All Saints’ Church is located at 559
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains, across
from Park Middle School. Parking is
available behind the church and can
be accessed off School Place.

Temple Posts Date Change,
Upcoming Events Calendar
FANWOOD – Temple Sholom,
located at the corner of Martine and
LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood, has
announced a date change for an
upcoming program and a calendar
of additional events for March.
A two-part workshop that had been
scheduled for Sundays, March 2 and
9, during which participants will create their own silk painted challah
covers, has been rescheduled for Sundays, April 27 and May 11.
Michelle Shapiro Abraham will
lead the workshop. No artistic background is needed; participants will
use tracing techniques. The workshop will take place from 9:45 a.m.
to noon at Union Catholic High
School, located at 1600 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. The fee is
$10 per person. Temple Sholom sisterhood members may attend for
free. Those interested are asked to
respond to office@sholomnj.org or
(908) 889-4900.
On Sunday, March 2, the temple’s
Family Swim and Pizza Party will
take place at the Jewish Community Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey, located at 1391 South
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains,
from 1:30 to 4 p.m. The cost is $25
per family in advance and $35 at the
door if space is available.
All proceeds will benefit Temple
Sholom. JCC lifeguards will be on
duty. Children who cannot swim

independently or who are under the
age of 6 will not be permitted in the
pool without an accompanying
adult.
A responsible adult must be on
the pool deck at all times for all
other children under the age of 18.
Children in diapers are welcome;
however, diapers must be covered
by rubber pants, which may be purchased at the JCC Aquatics Office.
To sign up, call (908) 889-4900 or
e-mail office@sholomnj.org.
On Friday, March 7, Temple
Sholom will participate in “Shabbat
Across America” with an 8 p.m.
service. An oneg afterward will offer refreshments and the opportunity to socialize. All are welcome.
On Thursday, March 20, Temple
Sholom will host a Purim Potluck
Dinner at 6:30 p.m., followed by a
Purim Spiel and Megillah reading
at 7:30 p.m. In addition to the
Megillah reading, the rabbi and student cantor will perform a Purim
parody sing-along. Attendees may
come in costume and all are welcome.
For more information on any of
these events, interested individuals
are invited to call Temple Sholom at
(908) 889-4900.

Voice of the Faithful
Sets Book Discussions
WESTFIELD – Voice of the Faithful-Union County will sponsor two
book discussions on Thursdays, March
6 and 13, at 7:30 p.m. Both meetings
will take place at the home of Mary
Ryan, 34 Westbrook Road in Westfield.
Attendees will discuss “Tomorrow’s
Catholic” by Michael Morwood. The
book offers an outline of contemporary cosmology that connects the message of Jesus and the spirituality of
Pentecost to the world today.
Chapters 1-4 will be discussed on
March 6, followed by chapters 5-8 on
March 13. Mary Ryan and Madeleine
Korfmacher will co-facilitate the discussions. Copies of the book are available at Barnes and Noble and also can
be ordered on Amazon.com.
Voice of the Faithful’s mission is to
provide a prayerful voice through
which the faithful can actively participate in the governance and guidance
of the Catholic Church. Its goals are to
support victims of clergy sexual abuse
and priests of integrity and to shape
structural change within the Catholic
Church. For more information, call
Mary Ryan at (908) 233-8960.

Rutgers Garden Talk
To Be Held at Library
WESTFIELD – MaryAnne
McMillan will present “An Introduction to the Rutgers Gardens” on
Wednesday, March 5, at 7 p.m. at
the Westfield Memorial Library,
located at 550 East Broad Street.
Located off of Route 1 in New
Brunswick, the Rutgers Gardens are
an arboretum and public garden on
the G.H. Cook Campus of Rutgers,
The State University of New Jersey.
Ms. McMillan will show photographs of the gardens in every season, with a focus on the Donald B.
Lacey Annual Display Garden, which
features varied annuals and includes
All-American Selection winners.
A volunteer coordinator at the
Rutgers Gardens for the past 12 years,
she will discuss classes members of
the community can take at the gardens and how they can become involved as volunteers.
This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. For more information
about this program or to register, call
(908) 789-4090, extension no. 4140.
Individuals also are invited to visit
the library’s website at wmlnj.org or
to stop by the library for a copy of its
quarterly newsletter.

Cannonball House
To Reopen Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The circa
1750 Osborn Cannonball House, located at 1840 Front Street in Scotch
Plains, will reopen for the 2008 season on Sunday, March 2.
Evelyn Kennelly of Westfield will
present a program on silhouettes, an
art form that was popular from the
17th through the 19th centuries. Costumed docents will give tours of the
museum from 2 to 4 p.m. There is no
admission charge.

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

www.goleader.com

Scotch Plains

Mr. Carr is a member of the board
of directors of the Westfield Community Center.

SCOTCH PLAINS – A Mass of
Communal Anointing will be celebrated on Saturday, March 1, at 11
a.m. at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church, located at
1571 South Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.
All those who are struggling with
illness of body, mind or spirit are
invited to attend and be anointed.
Individuals in good health also are
invited to come and pray with, and
for, the sick of the parish. Anyone
requiring transportation is asked to
contact the Evangelization Committee through the Nazareth Center office at (908) 889-2100.

Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

See it all on the Web!

Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

ements required to support these children. A major task in this process
will then be to seek out the necessary
funding resources to give these kids
the proper educational foundation
that will prepare them for a middle
school and high school education.
We will certainly appeal to our community for help in this effort.”
Over the past 70-plus years, a
multitude of youth has been served
by the center in its afterschool and
other youth programs. Many have
distinguished themselves as successful citizens, and attribute their
success much to the center.
One former participant, Gerald
Schuman, stated, “I have such good
memories of the center, which is
why I have placed my daughter in
the center’s program. The center’s
afterschool program is so vital in
building our community and we must
continue to sustain and expand it.”
Another parent, Christine
Jucknik, said, “One of my sons now
has more confidence in his ability
to do his homework. I also feel good
knowing that my children are safe
at the center.”
For further information about the
afterschool program, the center’s
director, Thelma Smith, can be contacted at (908) 232-4759.
*******

IHM to Celebrate Mass
For Anointing of Sick

of Westfield will sponsor this event.
Israeli cheese, crackers, teas, juices,
candies, soups, rice mixes, honey and
snacks will be offered for sampling.
Attendees also will be able to learn
about and taste Israeli wines and purchase lunch from Israeli-style restaurants. Additionally, there will be posters and music from Israel, plus demonstrations of Israeli cooking.
The event, co-sponsored by the
Jewish Federation of Central New
Jersey and the JCC, is free and open
to the entire community.
This festival is one of the many
activities the Israel Support Committee is presenting throughout the year
as part of the celebration of the 60th
anniversary of the establishment of
the State of Israel. For information
about this and other events, call
Conrad Nadell at (908) 654-3169 or
Mike Hamerman at (908) 654-3395.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.

February 28, 2008

Hillside Cemetery
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Israeli Food and Wine Event
To Be Held In Scotch Plains

– Obituaries –
Elizabeth “Betty” Beylon died on
Thursday, February 21, at St. Clare’s
Hospice in Dover.
Born in Elizabeth, she had lived in
Westfield between 1969 and 2006.
She resided at Franciscan Oaks in
Denville since 2006.
Miss Beylon had been an executive
secretary with the Prudential Insurance Company prior to her retirement.
A communicant of the Church of St.
Anne in Garwood, she also was a member of its Rosary Society and belonged
to the 60 Plus group at Holy Spirit
Church in Union. She was a former
member of Oak Ridge Women’s Golf
Association and the Galloping Hill
Women’s Golf Association.
She was predeceased by her parents, Mary and Michael Belan; her

Thursday, February 28, 2008

“We should not concentrate on dates.
Rather we should focus on the dash.
It’s how we lived our life that truly leaves
a mark!” - Author Unknown
At Gray Funeral Homes, our goal is to
recognize and celebrate a life lived!

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ License Number 2325

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ License Number 3707

Charles J. Tombs
NJ License Number 4006
Director

(908) 233 -0143

(908) 276 - 0092
www.grayfuneralhomes.com
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Student Movement Against
Cancer Hosts Annual Relay
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch PlainsFanwood High School’s Student
Movement Against Cancer (SMAC)
will join the “fight for a cure” by
hosting its eighth annual Relay for
Life on May 9.
Through the relay, SMAC honors
and supports those who have battled
cancer and those who continue to
fight the disease, which strikes more
than one million Americans a year.
Relay for Life, sponsored by the
American Cancer Society, unites students, staff and community members
in a 12-hour, overnight event that
features entertainment, including local bands, raffles and giveaways, food
and fun. The relay raises money to
prevent cancer and save lives by supporting groundbreaking research, affecting public policies that protect
individuals from cancer and educating people on how to prevent or detect cancer early on.
SMAC began at Scotch PlainsFanwood High School in 2001, when
a group of students organized the
club for a friend who was diagnosed

WF Student to Attend
Brown Science Program
WESTFIELD – Christian Nelson,
currently a seventh grader at
Barrington Middle School in Rhode
Island and former Wilson Elementary School student, was accepted
into the SPARK science program at
Brown University.
SPARK’s goal is to identify talented seventh- and eighth-grade students and give them access to the
ideas, resources and tools they need
to nurture their academic gifts in the
sciences.
Christian will attend the program
for two weeks this July.
Christian’s aunt, Vicki Kimmins,
is a Westfield councilwoman. Christian is the son of Mary and Chris
Nelson.
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 08-02-40
CONTRACTOR: Hill Wallack, LLP; 202
Carnegie Center, CN 5226, Princeton, New
Jersey 08543-5226
NATURE OF SERVICE: Redevelopment Agency Attorney
DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2008
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $15,000.00
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 2/28/08, The Times
Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, February 26,
2008 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first reading, the following ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
ORDINANCE
NO.
1-06
ADOPTED JANUARY 10,
2006 ESTABLISHING SALARIES AND WAGES FOR MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES
Purpose: To establish the title of Assistant Public Information Officer/Local Cable
Access Station at the salary of $28,000. $36,000 per annum.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, March 11, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 2/28/08, The Times
Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
In accordance with the ordinances of the
Town of Westfield, and the statutes of the
State of New Jersey, NOTICE IS HEREBY
served upon you that an application for
development, to be located in the RS-8
Zone, on the premises known as 766 and
772 Prospect Street, Block No. 603, Lot
Nos. 44 and 45 has been submitted by
Ralph Rapuano, 912 Bailey Court,
Westfield, New Jersey. The development
is located within 200 feet of property owned
by you and involves a minor subdivision
application to create 3 lots where 2 lots
now exist, for construction of three singlefamily homes where two homes now exist,
and requires the granting of relief from
various zone requirements (as to each of
three lots: minimum area within first 134
feet of depth - required, 8000 square feet,
proposed, 7753/7754/7731 square feet;
minimum frontage - required, 60 feet, proposed, 57.86/57.87/57.87 feet; minimum
width - required, 60 feet, proposed, 57.86/
57.87/57.87 feet; front yard setback - prevailing, 25 feet, proposed, 40/40/40 feet)
and such other variances as may be required in order to allow minor subdivision
approval.
The Planning Board will conduct a public hearing on this matter on March 13,
2008 at, 7:30 p.m., in Council Chambers,
Westfield Town Hall, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey. Any person or persons affected by this application
will have an opportunity to present any
objections you may have to the proposed
development. The Board, does, however,
have the right to exclude repetitious testimony.
All documents relating to this application may be inspected by the public Monday through Friday between the hours of
8:30 A.M. until 4:30 P.M. in the Planning/
Zoning Office, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey.
Dated: February 20, 2008
Bruce H. Bergen, Esq.
Attorney for Applicant
1 T - 2/28/08, The Leader
Fee: $43.86

with cancer while a junior in high
school.
Continuing to reach out to community members affected by cancer, the
club sponsors numerous fundraisers
to raise money to support those in
need, including a three-mile walk for
a 2-year-old Scotch Plains resident
battling leukemia, periodic canister
drives and its annual relay.
SMAC is reaching out to local businesses and organizations for their
donations of food and gifts.
The club encourages members of
the community to show their support
by creating teams to participate in the
event or by making donations.
For more information on how to start
a team, begin raising money or donate,
contact SMAC’s advisor, Robert
Rafferty, at rrafferty@spfk12.org or visit
events.cancer.org/RFLScotchPlainsNJ.

Rotary Club Seeks
Award Nominations
WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club
of Westfield is seeking nominations
for its Humanitarian of theYear award.
Begun in 1987, the award was created
to generate interest in and donations
toward Rotary International’s goal of
eliminating polio worldwide forever.
The award is given to individuals
who have demonstrated long-term
commitment to charitable and civil
endeavors around the Westfield area.
To nominate someone, contact
Awards Committee Chairmen Byron
Miller at (908) 233-4300 or
byron@portasoft.com or Jim Hely at
(908)
789-9000
or
JHely@certifiedtriallawyers.com.
The deadline to nominate a candidate
is Saturday, March 8.
The Rotary Club of Westfield meets
every Tuesday from 12:15 to 1:30
p.m. on the second floor of the
Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield. Guests are
always welcome, and the first lunch
is free. Information also is available
at westfieldrotary.com.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Invitations are extended to qualified Bidders to bid for the following Project:
The Purchase of chemicals, seeds
and Fertilizers and other supplies for
the maintenance of the Township of
Scotch Plains, Borough of Fanwood
and the Scotch Plains Board of Education.
Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
(ATTN: Barbara Riepe, Township Clerk)
until March the 17th, at 10:00AM The
Township of Scotch Plains (hereinafter
“Township”) shall not be responsible for
any bid mailed which is lost in transit or
delivered late by the Postal Service. At the
above time, the bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud. All bids must be presented in sealed envelopes which are
clearly marked “SCOTCH PLAINS
TOWNSHIP CHEMICAL BIDS”, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076". No bid will be received after the
time and date specified.
The Township of Scotch Plains is
acting as the lead agent for this bid.
Additional members participating in this
bid will be the Boro of Fanwood and the
Scotch Plains Board of Education. Each
entity will be entitled to purchase off of
this bid. Each entity will deal solely
with the awards winner for the particular items that they are in need of (i.e.
ordering, payment of bills and receipt
of materials will be the responsibility of
each entity). Bidders should also be
aware that some of the requirements
may differ from entity to entity and they
will be required to meet the standards
set forth by that entity.
After receipt of bids, no bid may be
withdrawn within sixty (60) days after the
date of the bid opening except if provided
for herein. The bid of any Bidder who
consents to an extension may be held for
consideration for a longer period of time as
may be agreed upon between Bidder and
the Township.
All bids must be on the bid forms provided by the Township of Scotch Plains in
the Bid Package. Specifications and bid
forms may be obtained from the Office of
Recreation, Municipal Building, Township
of Scotch Plains, between the hours of
9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday.
Bid proposals and all required documents must be completed and submitted
by the date as set forth above. All documents in the enclosed Bid Package must
accompany the bid proposal.
In addition to the above documents, a
certified check, cashier’s check or bid bond
issued by a responsible bank, trust company or insurance company, payable to
the Township of Scotch Plains shall be
submitted with each bid as a guaranty that
if a contract is awarded the Bidder shall
execute said Contract. The Bid Security
shall be in the amount of ten percent (10%)
of the total amount of the bid or
TwentyThousand Dollars ($20,000.00),
whichever is lower.
All bid Security, except the Bid Security
of the three (3) apparent lowest responsible Bidders shall, if requested in writing,
be returned after ten (10) days from the
opening of the bids (Sundays and holiday
excepted) and the bids of such Bidders
shall be considered withdrawn.
The Township reserves the right to reject any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities, all in accordance with the
New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law
N.J.S.A. 40A:111 et seq. In the event of
an equal or tie bid, the Township shall
award the bid in accordance with state
statutes.
The Township also reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if sufficient funds are
not available and/or appropriated.
The selected Bidder, will, within seven
(7) days of award of the bid, enter into an
appropriate contact with the Township.
All Bidders must comply with P.L. 1975,
Chapter 127, entitled “An Act Relating to
Affirmative Action in Relation to Discrimination in Connection with Certain Public
Contracts and Supplementing the ‘Law
Against Discrimination’ approved April 16,
1945 (P.L. 1945, Chapter 169)”, N.J.A.C.
17:27, as amended from time to time, and
the Americans With Disability Act.
BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
Thomas Atkins
Municipal Manager
1 T 2/28/08, The Times
Fee: $92.82
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UCC Receives Largest
Grant in College’s History
CRANFORD – The United States
Department of Education has awarded
Union County College a five-year Title
V grant of $2,788,460 to implement
researched-based strategies designed
to increase the academic success and
retention rate of low-income students.
As part of the Hispanic Serving Institutions grant program, this grant is the
largest single grant in the college’s history; fewer than 30 Title V grants were
awarded nationally. The new programs

Library Invites Public
To Show Collections

GOLDEN ACHIEVEMENT…Girl Scout Jaclyn Kirna enjoys the moment as she
is recognized on having attained her Gold Award, the highest award in Girl
Scouting. For her project, she developed a user-friendly website for the St. Paul’s
Day School in Westfield. She is the daughter of Robin and Oliver Kirna.

Local Girl Scouts Honor
Jaclyn Kirna With Gold
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Girl
Scout community recently honored
Jaclyn Kirna with the Girl Scout Gold
Award, the highest award in Girl Scouting, during a ceremony at the First
Congregational Church of Westfield.
This award involves skill development, leadership skills, strength of
character, commitment to excellence
and service to the community. It exemplifies the ideals of the Girl Scout
movement as the scout leads and completes a community service project.
Prior to beginning the project, the
scout must earn a minimum of four
interest patches and the career exploration pin, perform a minimum of 30
hours of leadership and complete the
Girl Scout Challenge. The five sections of the Challenge cover “Developing Your Potential,” “Relating to
Others,” “Developing Values for Living,” “Contributing to Society” and
“Helping Others to Know About Girl
Scouting.”
Once these are completed, the Girl
Scout can plan and carry out her Gold
Award Project. The project requires a
minimum of 50 hours of the scout’s
own time and must meet a need in the
greater community.
Jaclyn’s Gold Award Project was
inspired by her desire to use her talents
in technology and communication to
set up a user-friendly website for the
St. Paul’s Day School in Westfield.
She took on the challenge of learning HTML programming language
and designed and developed an infor-

mative and interactive website for the
school that can be used by the community to obtain information about
current programs being offered.
The site also includes forms that can
be downloaded for current or prospective parents of the school. To visit the
site, access stpaulswestfield.org and
click on the “Day School” tab on the
left navigation menu.
Jaclyn is a member of Senior Troop
402 and has been a member of Girl
Scouting for 13 years. She is the
daughter of Robin and Oliver Kirna.

Service League Seeks
Donations For Shops
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Service League Thrift Shop, a non-profit
shop run by volunteers, is asking
members of the community to consider donating their gently used
spring and summer clothing to the
shop for resale.
The shop, located at 114 Elmer
Street, is in particular need of men’s
and boys’ clothing, household items
and bric-a-brac.
Upstairs from the thrift shop is the
league’s consignment shop, which
currently is accepting spring and summer clothing. With spring approaching, many winter items are already on
sale in the consignment shop.
Proceeds from the sales in both
shops are donated to local charities.
For more information, call the thrift
shop at (908) 233-2530.

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-30224-07
FILE NO. 10163-07

County of UNION, and State of New Jersey, known as LOT 5 AND ADDITIONAL
LOT(S) 425, 45, 46, 47a/51a BLOCK 500
as shown on the Tax Assessment Map
and Tax Map duplicate of LINDEN. and
concerns premises commonly known as
946 WORTH AVE, LINDEN, New Jersey.
YOU, JAMES J. JOFFE; MATTHEW P.
JOFFE, HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; RICHARD JOFFE; KEITH J.
JOFFE; MARY E. JOFFE; RITA M. JOFFE;
and THE OCEAN COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE INC. OF
OCEAN COUNTY, are made party defendants to the above foreclosure action because you are the owners of a property
which is the subject of the above entitled
action.
YOU, MRS. JAMES J. JOFFE, WIFE
OF JAMES J. JOFFE; MRS. RICHARD
JOFFE, WIFE OF RICHARD JOFFE;
MRS. KEITH J. JOFFE, WIFE OF KEITH
J. JOFFE; JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF
MARY E. JOFFE, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; JOHN DOE
HUSBAND OF RITA M. JOFFE, SAID
NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS,
are made party defendants to the above
foreclosure action because plaintiff has
been unable to determine whether defendants JAMES J. JOFFE; RICHARD
JOFFE; KEITH J. JOFFE; MARY E.
JOFFE; and RITA M. JOFFE are married,
and if married, the name of JAMES J.
JOFFE; RICHARD JOFFE; KEITH J.
JOFFE; MARY E. JOFFE; and RITA M.
JOFFE’s spouses. If JAMES J. JOFFE;
RICHARD JOFFE; KEITH J. JOFFE;
MARY E. JOFFE; and RITA M. JOFFE are
married, the plaintiff joins MRS. JAMES J.
JOFFE, WIFE OF JAMES J. JOFFE; MRS.
RICHARD JOFFE, WIFE OF RICHARD
JOFFE; MRS. KEITH J. JOFFE, WIFE OF
KEITH J. JOFFE; JOHN DOE HUSBAND
OF MARY E. JOFFE, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; JOHN DOE
HUSBAND OF RITA M. JOFFE, SAID
NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS
as defendants for any possessory or marital rights you may have.
YOU, SEAN F. ORR and ROSEMARY
B. ORR, are made party defendants to the
above foreclosure action because on February 11, 1992, a judgment was entered in
the Superior Court of New Jersey, Union
County, by Sean F. Orr and Rosemary B.
Orr against Christopher Joffe disclosing a
debt in the amount of $1,766.20, plus
costs and interest. Said judgment was
entered as Judgment No. DJ-0177741992. Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.
YOU, BRUCE M. BERBERIAN, are
made party defendant to the above foreclosure action because on January 5, 1994,
a judgment was entered in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Bergen County
against Mary Joffe disclosing a debt in the
amount of $335.00, plus costs and interest. Said judgment was entered as Judgment No. DJ-001125-1994. Said judgment
is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED: February 25, 2008
Theodore J. Fetter, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 2/28/08, The Leader Fee: $133.11

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
JAMES J. JOFFE; MRS.
JAMES J. JOFFE, WIFE OF
JAMES J. JOFFE; MATTHEW
P. JOFFE, HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS,
HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; RICHARD JOFFE; MRS.
RICHARD JOFFE, WIFE OF
RICHARD JOFFE; KEITH J.
JOFFE; MRS. KEITH J.
JOFFE, WIFE OF KEITH J.
JOFFE; MARY E. JOFFE;
JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF
MARY E. JOFFE, SAID NAME
JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; RITA M. JOFFE; JOHN
DOE HUSBAND OF RITA M.
JOFFE, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; THE
OCEAN COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE
INC. OF OCEAN COUNTY;
SEAN F. ORR; ROSEMARY
B.
ORR;
BRUCE
M.
BERBERIAN;
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
& FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is 290 ROUTE 46 WEST,
DENVILLE NEW JERSEY 07054, an Answer to the Complaint and Amendment to
Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in which
LARRY NACH C/O LGN COMM. is the
plaintiff and EDWARD M. JOFFE, ET ALS;
are defendants, pending in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division,
UNION County and bearing Docket No. F30244-07 within thirty-five (35) days after
February 28, 2008 exclusive of such date.
If you fail to answer or appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be rendered against you for relief
demanded in the Complaint and Amendment to Complaint. You shall file your
Answer and Proof of Service in duplicate
with the Clerk of the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN
971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice
and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Office of the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-3534715 - Legal Services Office 908-3544340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate: 1. A certain tax certificate
040196, recorded on 04/27/2005, made
by KIMBERLY ALLORTO, Collector of
Taxes of LINDEN, and State of New Jersey to LARRY NACH C/O LGN COMM.
and subsequently assigned to plaintiff,
LARRY NACH C/O LGN COMM. This
covers real estate located in LINDEN,

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Memorial Library is inviting area residents
to showcase their collections at the
newly renovated library, located at 550
East Broad Street.
“We have two new display cases that
are just perfect for showcasing all kinds
of collections that would interest the
community,” said Phil Israel, director
of the library. “They’ll be well taken
care of and on exhibit for a month.”
Some past collections exhibited at
the library have featured pop-up books,
American Indian jewelry, rocks and
minerals and English china teacups.
Anyone interested in showing a collection may contact Lauren Ryan, head
of Adult Services, at (908) 789-4090,
extension no. 4140. Information about
library programs also is provided online
at wmlnj.org and in a quarterly newsletter available at the library.

will be part of a college-wide initiative
within the Center for Student Success
under the direction of Jose Adames,
assistant vice president and provost of
the Plainfield Campus.
The planning of these new initiatives
involved input from faculty and staff
gathered over an eight-month period,
as well as research of best practices in
the field of higher education. This multiyear project will use a holistic approach
to address the academic needs of students during and after their first year.
A central component is the establishment of Learning Communities/Paired
Courses, whereby designated sections
of UCC 101 (the first semester seminar) will be paired with developmental
math, developmental English and English 111 courses.
The Title V grant includes a $125,000
challenge grant to create an endowment to advance the academic achievement of low-income students. Every
dollar raised for the endowment will be
matched dollar-for-dollar by the Department of Education, up to a total of
$125,000.
For more information, call (908) 7097505.

Area Residents Receive
Northeastern Honors
AREA – Northeastern University
announced its fall semester 2007 dean’s
list.
The following local residents were
named to the list:
Cranford resident Kevin Balla, a student majoring in Political Science;
Cranford resident Christopher
Ozolnieks, a student majoring in Mechanical Engineering; Cranford resident Julia Doty, a student majoring in
Psychology; Fanwood resident Lisa
Camarda, a student majoring in Physical Therapy; Scotch Plains resident
Erica Schwarz, a student majoring in
Journalism; Westfield resident Barrett
Newell, a student majoring in Architecture; Westfield resident Sarah
Liebowitz, a student majoring in Journalism.
To achieve the dean’s list distinction,
students must carry a full program of at
least four courses, have a grade point
average of 3.25 or greater out of a
possible 4.0 and carry no single grade
lower than a “C” during the course of
their college career. Each student receives a letter of commendation and
congratulation from their college dean.

Teen Winter Dance
On Tap Tomorrow
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” Teen Department will host a Winter Dance for all youth in grades 6
through 8 tomorrow, Friday, February 29, from 7 to 10 p.m. It will be
held at the Robert and Virginia Bauer
Family Branch, located at 422 East
Broad Street in Westfield.
There will be free food and a disc
jockey. Admission is $7 at the door.
For more information, call Shannon
McGillis at (908) 233-2700, extension no. 406, or e-mail
smcgillis@westfieldynj.org.
PUBLIC NOTICE

Lenny Krayzelburg

Olympic Gold Medalist
To Visit JCC March 9
SCOTCH PLAINS – Area residents
will have an opportunity to meet fourtime Olympic gold medalist Lenny
Krayzelburg on Sunday, March 9, at
4:45 p.m., when he will speak at the
Jewish Community Center (JCC) of
Central New Jersey.
Mr. Krayzelburg will share the story
of his life journey from persecution in
the Soviet Union to triumph and redemption in the United States. He will
discuss how support from the local
Russian and Jewish communities helped
him overcome challenges including
poverty and language difficulties to
become a legendary backstroke champion.
All are welcome to attend this free
event at the JCC, located at 1391 South
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains. Space
is limited. Those interested in attending
are asked to contact Jodi Hotra at
jhotra@jccnj.org or (908) 889-8800,
extension no. 235, to reserve a seat.

WF’s Marcus Makes
Rowan Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Christina Marcus
of Westfield was named to the dean’s
list for the fall 2007 semester at Rowan
University. Christina is majoring in
Public Relations, Advertising and
Journalism, and will graduate in 2009.
She is a member of Phi Sigma Sigma
at Rowan.
PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TOWN OF WESTFIELD

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on March
10, 2008 in the Council Chambers at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeal for
variance(s) from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance.
David Barbosa, 400 East Dudley Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to replace and enlarge an existing rear porch
contrary to Sections 12.04G, 12.04F1,
11.08E5, 11.08E6, 11.08E7, 13.01B and
19.03A of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum all improvement
coverage of 50%. Proposed is 62.4%.
Ordinance allows a maximum coverage
by buildings and above ground structures
of 20%. Proposed is 45.8%. Ordinance
requires a street side yard setback of 20
feet. Proposed is 9.7 feet. Ordinance requires a side yard setback of 10 feet.
Proposed is 4 feet. Ordinance requires a
minimum rear yard setback of 35 feet.
Proposed is + 26 feet. Ordinance requires
accessory structures to be located at least
10 feet, or the height of said accessory
structure, whichever is greater, from any
principal building on the same lot. Ordinance requires 13 feet. Proposed is 5 feet.
Ordinance does not allow expansion of a
structure that is non-conforming because
of use. Permitted is a single family dwelling. Present is a two family dwelling. Proposed is enlarging the rear porch of a two
family dwelling.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 2/28/08, The Leader
Fee: $42.84

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers at the Municipal building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey on
Tuesday, March 11, 2008 at 10:00 a.m.
UNIFORMS FOR THE
WESTFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT
Proposals must be delivered at the place
and before the hour mentioned in a sealed
envelope marked “Police Uniforms for the
Westfield Police Department” bearing the
name and address of the bidder, addressed
to the Town of Westfield, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, and must
be in the office of the Clerk ON OR BEFORE THE HOUR NAMED.
Bids must be accompanied by a proposal guarantee in the form of a certified
check, cashier’s check or bid bond in an
amount of 10% of the total bid, payable to
the Town of Westfield. Each proposal must
be accompanied by a surety company
certification stating that the said Surety
Company will provide the bidder with the
required performance bond in the full
amount to be contracted.
Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 pl 1975 supplement for the law against discrimination
(Affirmative Action). Bidders statement of
ownership, as required by Chapter 33 of
the Public Laws of 1977, must be submitted with all bids.
Bidders must submit valid State of New
Jersey Business Registration Certificate.
Specifications and proposal forms may
be examined and picked up at the Town of
Westfield, Purchasing Agent, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
07090, Monday through Friday between
the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
The Mayor and Council reserve the right
to reject any and all bids, also waive any
informality if it is deemed advisable so to
do.
1 T - 2/28/08, The Leader
Fee: $41.82

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)
*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*
TYPE OF MEETING:

Regular Meeting/Public Hearing on Budget

DATE OF MEETING:

Wednesday, March 19, 2008 (new date)
March 31, 2008 (original date cancelled)

LOCATION:

Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

TIME:

7:30 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING:

Regular Meeting/Public Hearing on Budget

ACTION TO BE TAKEN:
1 T - 2/28/08, The Times

Action will be taken.
Fee: $30.60
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Edison Intermediate School

Honor Roll
Second Marking Period

WESTFIELD – Edison Intermediate School Principal Cheryl O’Brien
announced the school’s second marking period honor roll.

7th Grade Distinguished

LIFE IS A CABARET, OLD CHUM…The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison
held its Middle School Cabaret on the afternoon of February 11 for an audience
of students, faculty and staff. More than a dozen students showcased their talents,
which included guitar solos and hand-shadow performances, as well as entertaining vocal duets and solos. Pictured above, Michael Anastasiou and Chase Levitt,
both of Scotch Plains, amuse the audience with their rendition of Abbott and
Costello’s “Who’s on First?” Below, Moenika Chowdhury of Fanwood performs
her flute solo, “Little Piece” by Haydn.

Science Olympiad Teams
Qualify for Tournament
WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School Science Olympiad Team placed
sixth out of 20 teams at the New Jersey
Institute of Technology (NJIT) tournament on January 17. The high placement qualifies the team for the N.J.
State Science Olympiad Tournament,
on March 11, at Middlesex Community College.
The NJIT tournament consisted of
16 events covering a variety of science
topics. Some events required students
to build objects such as a robot, airplane, boomilever, electric vehicle or
protein model, while other events involved taking a test on a specific area of
science or performing lab experiments.
Westfield High School science
teachers Martha Bailey and Louis
Casagrande coached the students,
many of whom placed in the top eight
for their event:
First Place – Disease Detective,
Daniela Weiner and Hannah Weisman;
Second Place – Protein Modeling,
Corey Lipschutz, Marisa Mormile and
Siyu Xiao; Third Place – Robot Rambler, Drew Pecker and Vishal Shah;
Fourth Place – Boomilever, Patrick
Keville and Sean O’Connor; Seventh
Place – Ecology, Daniela Weiner and
Hannah Weisman; Seventh Place –
Circuit Lab, Rachel Gray and Gillian
McGovern; Seventh Place – Physics
Lab, Rachel Gray and Cindy Wang;
and Eighth Place – Wright Stuff, Drew
Pecker and Vishal Shah.
Westfield’s Edison Intermediate
School Science Olympiad Team, from
the elective Science Olympiad class
that will be offered for the second half
of this school year, took fifth place in
the Regional Science Olympiad Com-

PICTURE PERFECT…Children’s
book illustrator and author Gene
Barretta visited Tamaques Elementary
School in Westfield for its annual
Author’s Day in late January. Mr.
Barretta entertained the students with
tales from his many experiences as an
illustrator for mediums such as television, magazines, books and movies. Mr.
Barretta illustrated the well-known
book “SheetzuCacaPoopoo, My Kind
Of Dog,” written by “The View’s” Joy
Behar. Among those planning the event
were, from left to right: Bonnie Stewart,
Lisa Bleich, Mr. Barretta, Kathy
Sabato, Kim Schoenknecht and
Tamaques School Media Specialist
Megan LaConte.

Students Invite Family
For Valentine’s Treat
SCOTCH PLAINS – Children in
Bernadette Hoyer’s Jump Start prekindergarten classes at Brunner
School in Scotch Plains invited family members to school on February
14, for a Valentine’s Day treat.
The students sang songs about love
to their guests and presented family
members with handcrafted Valentines.
The classroom was decorated with
hearts that were painted by the children. At the end of the program, the
children shared desserts with their
guests and collected their Valentines
from the classroom post office.

petition held at NJIT. A total of 19
teams from both public and private
schools competed at this level.
“All students made contributions that
resulted in the team placing high
enough to earn an invitation to the
state competition,” Westfield Intermediate School teacher Karen Marcus
said.
The following medals and/or ribbons were awarded: First Place – Crave
the Wave, Dan Brotman and Leonidas
Tolias; First Place – Food Science,
Zachary Botos and Andrew Goldfarb;
Second Place – Mystery Architecture,
Dan Brotman and Leonidas Tolias;
Second Place – Write It, Do It, Florence Ma and Megan Sheil; Third Place
– Tower Building, Florence Ma and
Megan Sheil; Fourth Place – Rocks
and Minerals, Florence Ma and David
Schaefer; Fifth Place – Anatomy,
Rebecca Bleich and Ryan Hobson;
and Seventh Place – Simple Machines,
Wilson Cheung and Jason Isbit.
“The students demonstrated an understanding and mastery of science,
mathematics and technology concepts
that require not only knowledge, but
also the ability to work together,” Ms.
Marcus said.

Brunner Students
Become Authors
SCOTCH PLAINS – All Brunner
Elementary School students, from kindergarten through fourth grade, recently participated in a school-wide
writing activity. Students learned the
rigors of becoming a published author
by practicing writing and illustrating.
They wrote their first drafts, then
held conferences with their teachers
and revised their pieces. After writing, children adorned their work with
illustrations.
Many parents also volunteered and
provided assistance throughout the
project.
Kindergarten through second-grade
students wrote collaborative classroom books, while third- and fourthgrade students wrote personal narratives and focused on their memories.
After all the books were compiled,
they were sent to a publishing company, which assembled the books with
each respective student-author’s name
on the cover and spine. Imitating true
published authors, the students were
able to dedicate their books to someone.
Each kindergarten through secondgrade classroom received free copies
of their books for placement in each
classroom library.
Each third- and fourth-grade student also received their own free copy
of their hard-covered book. If families were interested in purchasing
extra books, they were available for
an additional charge.

MEMORIES…Students in afternoon
kindergarten and grades 1 through 4 at
Brunner School display their newly
published memory books before they
take them home to read them to their
families.

Austin Aoyagi, Michael Aronson, Alexandra
Brown, Owen Browne, Julia Ceasrine, Matthew Daniel, Ashley Dietz, Christopher Fischer,
Katherine Fischer, Meaghan Fleck, Caroline
Frankola, Jack Frey, Emily Greenberg, Christina Gulla, Sarah Hearon, Maura Heinbokel,
Nadia Ibrahim, Kyla Im, Aditi Jain, Alexandra
Kapadia, Catherine Kerr, Bradley Lankler,
Linda Liu, Adam Lupicki, Emma Lysek, Megan
McCusker, Patrick McCusker, Lea MoiseKleinman, Megan Mulrooney, Veronica
Murphy, Joseph Obiajulu, Hannah Painter,
Tara Reardon, Michael Reilly, Dillon Rolnick,
Robert Romano, Alexandra Schwetje, Sarah
Seitz, Melissa Shendell, Alison Simon,
Alexandra Tinfow, Kristin Troutman, Alex
Ying, Rebecca Zhang

7th Grade Honor Roll
Corinne Barrow, Sophia Barry, Clayton Beyert,
John Birnie, Max Bohall, Nicole Boretz, Matthew Boyle, Justin Cafiero, William Cary,
Robert Cassie, Michaela Cavanagh, Conor
Chopey, Meghan Clifford, Deanna Cohen,
Abigail Conlon, Kathryn Contini, Alexander
Corea, Betsy Crossland, Erica Davis, Samuel
DeJohn, Eric Demers, Andrew Dougert, Daniel
Dougherty, Charlotte Dreizen, Sofie Fetter,
Kevin Galasso, Marisa Garrity, Ashley
Gerckens, Terence Gmelin, Lee Goldberger,
Brittany Gould, Nicholas Grawehr, Courtney
Han, Rebecca Harris, Allison Harth, Maura
Heinbokel, Maria Hershey, Timothy Huber,
Christopher Ick, Pengju Jin, Katelyn Kelly,
Malcolm Kettleson, Michael Kirkland, Hannah
Knighton, Zoe Korunow, Tracy Kwok, Austin
Landaeta, Sarah Leahy, Paul Lee, Seon Lee,
Victor Levorse, Sarah Lurie, Matthew Lynn,
Michael MacQuaide, Robert Marczydlo,
Joanna McCormack, Joseph Mele, John Merz,
Charlotte Milford, Jessie Miller, Julia Miller,
Nicole Miller, Zachary Milrod, Louis Molinari,
Vincent Molinari, Connor Moore, Ryan Morse,
Charles Naughton, Joshua Norton, Juliana
Pastuzyn, Kristen Pazdro, Jenna Perrotta,
Meghan Reilly, Katie Rembisz, Samantha
Rembisz, Benjamin Ritter, Andrew Rivera,
Rohit Saigal, Brian Schor, Sian Scott, Max
Shin, Isabelle Smelkinson, Clara Smith, Henry
W. Smith, Kevin Smith, Emily Suriano, Patrick
Terry, Scott Thompson, Naomi Tortorello,
Danzan Ubush, Justin Williams, McKenna
Wilson, Nazirah Wilson, Jimmy Yang, Allison
Zale, Brianne Zelko

8th Grade Distinguished
Sarah Albright, Mary Barber, Michelle
Behzadpour, Kelley Biglin, Rebecca Bleich,
Wilson Cheung, Hsiao-Min Chiang, Eileen
Cook, Jessica Cronin, Lucas Cruz, Ella
D’Amico, John DeDea, Michael DePaolo,
Amie Diamond, Melissa Diep, Isabel
DoCampo, Brian Duffy, Amanda Earl, Ryan
Elliott, Brandon Eng, Emily Fahey, Jessie Fang,
Kaitlyn Frey, Victoria Gagliano, Andrew
Goldfarb, Zachary Goldfarb, Abigail Goldring,
Jacob Harris, Samantha Hindes, Ryan Hobson,
John Hogge, Bernadette Hopen, Krysta Huber,
Lindsey Jacobs, Rafaella Jakubovic, Natasha
Kazakevich, Pauna Kiricheva, John Kirna,
Allegra Larche, Danielle Lipschutz, Eddy Lu,
Megan Luppino, Florence Ma, Maeve

Maloney, Amanda Marcotullio, Hannah
Margolin, Nathan Mitchell, Michael Mondon,
Cecelia Mosco, Thomas O’Neill, Anne
Oldakowski, Ellis Opoku, Zhe Qin, Matthew
Ragoza, Joseph Rinaldi, Brett Ryan, Dean
Schapow, Andrew Schwarz, Megan Sheil, Sari
Solomon, Hannah St. Lifer, Elizabeth Steller,
Amanda Stivala, Kathleen Tang, Leah Tavasi,
Robin Toth, Jacob Vergara, Marisa Watanabe,
Caroline Weber, Matias Werner

8th Grade Honor Roll
Christopher Albanese, Meg Anderson, Gemma
Antoniewicz, Taylor Barber, Aimee Bass,
Hannah Bass, Emily Benz, Jonathan Biagioli,
Daniel Bigelow, James Birnie, Zachary Botos,
Casey Brennan, Daniel Brotman, Matthew
Caminiti, Theresa Carlino, Kathryn Caruso,
Zachary Chodor, Justin Coelho, Molly Colvin,
Nicole Cruz, Carley Davis, Catherine DeMasi,
Melissa DeCandia, Sophia DeVita, Thomas
Edwards, Bradley Erickson, Daniel
Fahrenthold, Samuel Fischette, Elizabeth
Fischetti, Declan Fitzmaurice, Maggie Fox,
Evan Friedman, Taylor Friss, Geena Gao, Alexa
Geltzeiler, Michael Giacone, Kelly Gray,
Brianna Guddemi, Henry Hershey, Kimberly
Hoffman, Lydia Hughes, Jason Isbit, Samantha
Jackson, Dominik Jedruszczak, James
Kowalski, John Lanzano, Timothy Lehmberg,
Brandon Levan, Kathryn Lobo, Maxwell
Marchiano, Allie Merkelson, Victoria Mone,
Resul Nizamoglu, Kaycie O’Donnell, James
O’Rourke, Julian Olivares, Michael Osborne,
Anthony Pafumi, Gabriella Panarese, Emily
Polak, Robert Psolka, Willi Rediker, Justin
Ricardo, Erica Russo, Lauren Santiago, Eric
Saunders, Michael Schwab, Nadia Sharif,
Cailly Simpson, Smriti Singh, Michael Snyder,
Alina Spera, Mia Spitz, Michael Stravach,
Kathryn Sullivan, Leonidas Tolias, Matthew
Trinkle, Anthony Valles, Matthew Varakian,
Jacob Wegbreit, Zachary Weissglass, Thomas
Wolski

WF Student Becomes
Campus Council Rep
WESTFIELD – A Westfield junior
at Davidson College, Katie Rae
Mulvey, was elected as a representative for the campus’ Religious Life
Council. She is the daughter of Brian
and Nancy Mulvey.
The council consists of about 20
faculty, administrators and students
who meet with the college president
at least twice a year to consider matters that enrich the spiritual, social
and cultural lives of members of the
college community.
Katie is a political science major
with a minor in Spanish. She is a tutor
at the Ada Jenkins Community Center after-school program, as well as,
the court selection chair for Turner
Eating House and a founding member of the women’s club lacrosse team.
Katie also went on a mission trip,
during spring break 2007, to Nicaragua, sponsored by the Chaplain’s office and the Davidson College Presbyterian Church.

Applications Due for
deLeeuw Scholarships
AREA – High school seniors wishing to apply for Adele deLeeuw Scholarships should obtain applications
now from their school guidance office. The scholarships range from
$1,000 to $8,000. The applicationsubmission deadline is March 15.
Previous winners presently in college are also eligible to apply. They
must submit complete official transcripts of college grades with new
applications.
In its 13 years, the Adele deLeeuw
Scholarship Fund, which is a fund of
the Plainfield Foundation, has
awarded more than $800,000. The
awards are made in accordance with
the terms of a bequest from Ms.
deLeeuw, author of 75 books, journalist and arts activist.
The Plainfield Rotary Scholarship
Foundation, headed by Michael
Townley, acts as selector for the scholarships. Five area rotary clubs assist
in the process. Only students from
high schools in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, Plainfield, North Plainfield,

Bucknell Athletes
Make Fall Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – A group of 231
Bucknell University student-athletes
earned dean’s list honors for the 2007
fall semester. Students must earn at
least a 3.50 grade point average (on a
4.0 scale) for selection to the dean’s
list.
Included among the student-athletes on the dean’s list, last semester,
were 36 team captains and 17 student-athletes earning perfect 4.0 averages.
Ashley Flood, a senior on the
women’s lacrosse team, and Caitlyn
Oster, a freshman on the women’s
rowing team, represented Westfield
on the list.

Rowan Announces Fall
2007 Dean’s List
AREA – Rowan University recently
announced its fall 2007 dean’s list.
Representing the surrounding area
are:
Erin Sullivan, Scotch Plains, senior, majoring in early-childhood education; Alyssa Torpey, Scotch Plains,
freshman, majoring in management;
Christina Marcus, Westfield, junior,
majoring in public relations; Kristen
Materek, Westfield, junior, majoring
in psychology; Lisa Rauch, Westfield,
sophomore, majoring in biochemistry; Brittany Vella, Westfield, junior,
public relations; Shanna Vella,
Westfield, senior, public relations;
Stephen Love, Mountainside, junior,
majoring in law/justice; and Gaetano
Marretta, Mountainside, senior, majoring in political science.

South Plainfield, Warren, Watchung
and Edison, or previous winners currently in college, are eligible.
Location of high school, not
student’s residence, is the qualifying
factor. The student must have acceptance to an accredited college or university.
Applicants must plan to major in
one of the following areas of study:
art, engineering, writing, journalism
or poetry. They must demonstrate the
scholastic aptitude and interest to
pursue study in one of these specified
areas. They must also prove financial
need.
Interested students should consult
their guidance counselors to obtain
the necessary application form. Sally
Young, scholarship administrator, can
answer questions by calling her at
(732) 381-6269.

Rensselaer Announces
Fall 2007 Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute announced the names
of students who made the institute’s
dean’s list for the fall 2007 semester.
The dean’s list recognizes full-time
students who maintain grade point
averages of a minimum of a 3.0, out
of a possible 4.0, and have no grades
below “C.”
Representing Westfield, Raphael
Eidus, a freshman majoring in information technology, and Caitlin
LiSooey, a junior majoring in management, earned placement on the list.

Scranton Announces
2007 Fall Dean’s List
AREA – The University of Scranton
announced its fall 2007 dean’s list,
which recognizes students for academic excellence during the 2007 fall
semester.
Salvatore Esposito of Westfield,
Erin O’Connor of Scotch Plains and
Lori Simpson of Cranford earned
placement on the list.
A student must have a grade point
average of 3.5 or better with a minimum number of credit hours to make
the dean’s list.

SOMETHING UP MY SLEEVE…Brunner students Juliana Quartararo, Tommy
Ludolph and Mayah Otynuya look up their sleeves during the “Hug Song,” part
of the Valentine’s Day festivities at school.

THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Sophomore Year:
The Forgotten Year?
By ALEXA ZEPKA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Just like a middle child sandwiched
between a cool and confident older sibling and an infantile, whiney one, sophomores are generally perceived as the figurative middle child who lacks much attention.
We are not undergoing a massive transition year, we have yet to be buried
beneath a mountain of college applications, and yes, we find it necessary to look
ahead two years when celebrating acceptance and ruling the school is possible.
Without a true distinguishing identity
(or creative illness such as Senioritis) to
embody our lengthy 10-letter name, the
high school experience for many sophomores seems, well, pointless.
Slamming a weary palm down against
the snooze button at 6:30 a.m. each morning becomes a daily ritual for the vast
majority of us who feel as if attending
Westfield High School (WHS), in our
“invisibility cloaks,” is just another nonessential stress.
Think about it – we wake up, groggily
pull on the first clothes that meet our eyes
upon opening the closet, wolf down some
form of a breakfast and head off to a place
where feeling as if our presence vanishes
to complete nothingness, when thrown
into a heterogeneous mixture of seemingly more important students, is unavoidable.
Following the same exact schedule each
and every day does not help cure the
growing epidemic of sophomore stoicism
or assuage the lingering pain that sparks
from falling into a trap that forces us to
catch the highly contagious feeling of
non-existence.
The majority of older and younger
WHSers rarely pay us any special attention; we are simply the insignificant underclassmen, incapable of driving without a parent hovering over our shoulders
and apparently too young to be frenzied
about college, although it is really not too
far away.
Regardless of the fact that most of us
are creatures of habit and enjoy consistency in our lives, there comes a time
when we all need a little change to inspire
us to shout, “I have something to live for
today!” Sophomore year can pretty much
define the previously italicized noun, time,
if one allows it.
The ultimate question boils down to
this: do sophomores truly, artificially create this “forgotten year?”
The answer is wholly dependant upon
the sophomores themselves. They can

Local Students Make
Delaware Dean’s List
AREA – The University of Delaware
recently announced its 2007 fall semester dean’s list.
The dean’s list recognizes full-time
students with grade point averages of

SPFHS Senior Named
Scholarship Finalist
SCOTCH PLAINS – Courtney
Slaten, a Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior, was named a finalist in
the 2008 Competition for National
Achievement Scholarships. Courtney
was one of the 800 students chosen
from 1,600 named semifinalists in September 2007.
All finalists are considered for National Achievement Scholarships,
which will be offered to outstanding
Black American high school students
in 2008.
Maureen Basta, high school counselor, presented Courtney a Certificate of Achievement earlier this month.
In the latter part of this month, the
Achievement Program will begin mailing scholarship offers to winners. The
Achievement Scholar designees will
be announced in early April.

WF Student Makes
Colby Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Ellen Ramage, a
first-year student at Colby College in
Maine, was named to the dean’s list
for her academic achievement during
the fall semester of the 2007-2008
year.
Ellen, the daughter of James and
Mariann Ramage of Westfield, attended Westfield High School.
Students whose grade point averages are in the top 30 percent are
named to the dean’s list.

either allow their experiences to disappear like leftover snow on a warm day or
thrive passionately like a rising summer
sun.
As in all situations, 10th grade can be
perceived in two very different kinds of
light. Although it seems easier to dwell on
the many negatives accompanying the
second year of high school, if one was to
focus solely on the positive aspects, the
true importance (and necessity) of sophomores would emerge.
Okay, we sometimes feel ignored, bored
and completely lured into a realm of sadness while walking through the halls with
no true distinctiveness, but at the same
time, we stand out in an extremely unique
way.
Sophomore year is the platform upon
which the rest of our lives begin to be
built. The decisions we make now do
affect us immensely in the long run, even
though some may argue this to be false.
Tenth grade is the time when students
are able to start applying for internships,
jobs and take tests such as the PSATS,
which provide beneficial insight into the
previously mysterious SATS and HSPAS,
which determine placement levels for
junior year.
Sophomores have the freedom to
choose from a variety of honors and AP
courses, which entail an AP exam of
which the resulting grade can be submitted to colleges and count towards credits.
Also, even though receiving a permit
allows us to drive only under the supervision of an adult, just the fact that we will
be capable of driving in general is a start
to adulthood (not to mention being in a
double-digit grade level for the first time).
To say it quite plainly, not many people
genuinely enjoy attending school everyday, and just because sophomores can
sometimes feel especially disinterested
in this, it is no reason to dub us “forgotten.”
No, we’re not the cute freshmen, Junior Research Paper-jumbled juniors or
gleeful seniors, but we do assume a very
crucial rung on the high school ladder.
If freshmen decided to jump over the
sophomore rung and directly to the junior
rung, they would accomplish nothing,
save for falling down.
The next time you hear someone refer
to sophomore year as the “forgotten” year,
tell them not to envision it with this negative connotation but with enthusiasm,
opening their eyes to seeing a sophomore
as not just a sophomore, but much more.
Alexa is a sophomore at Westfield High
School.

3.33 or above (on a 4.0 scale) for the
semester, with no temporary grades as
of January 25.
The following area students made
the list:
Chloe Cherin, a freshman fashion
merchandising major in the College of
Human Services, Education and Public
Policy, from Westfield.
Lucy Fromtling, a sophomore psychology major in the College of Arts
and Sciences, from Westfield
Danielle Gelber, a senior marketing
major in the College of Business and
Economics, from Westfield.
Julia Korn, a freshman early-childhood education major in the College of
Human Services, Education and Public
Policy, from Westfield.
Erica Raiff, a senior elementaryteacher education major in the College
of Human Services, Education and
Public Policy, from Westfield.
Samantha Vitale, a freshman animal
science major in the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, from
Westfield.
Francesca Welham, a freshman university studies major in the College of
University Studies, from Westfield.
Christine Bennett, a freshman university studies major in the College of
University Studies, from Mountainside
Jason Massa, a sophomore civil engineering major in the College of Engineering, from Mountainside.

Vanderbilt Names WF
Student to Dean’s List
SCHOLARSHIP FINALIST...Courtney
Slaten, left, a Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School senior, became a finalist in
the 2008 Competition for National
Achievement Scholarships. Above,
Maureen Basta, a high school counselor,
presents Courtney with a Certificate of
Achievement earlier this month.

WESTFIELD – Vanderbilt University student Michael Yee, part of the
school of Arts and Science, made the
fall 2007 dean’s list.
To qualify, students must receive
grades equivalent to 3.5 on a 4.0 scale
for the semester.
Michael is the son of G. Yee and L.
Tosiello of Westfield.
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Blue Devils Top WW-P South
For Public A Girls Swim Title
By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A year ago there was much talk
about the 2007 Westfield High School
(WHS) girls swim team being the
best public school team in state history. But graduation took a huge chunk
out of that roster, nearly a dozen pointproducers.
While the cupboard was hardly
empty, there were many, many holes
to fill in a lineup that would be made
out by first-year coach Brooke Smith.
One can just see Smith at the opening of the old Mission: Impossible
TV show, getting her first assignment: “Good morning, Ms. Smith.
Your assignment, should you choose
to accept it, is to keep the WHS swim
program among the state’s elite.
Should you, or any member of your
force, be captured, the secretary will
disavow any knowledge. Good luck!”
Well, it’s Mission: Accomplished.
The 2008 WHS girls swim team
put together, arguably, the greatest
season ever put together by a New
Jersey school that’s not named Peddie,
capping it with a 106-64 victory over
West Windsor-Plainsboro South before a packed house Sunday at the
College of New Jersey.
WW-P South, which lost to WHS
in last year’s final as well, broke four

school records and put up a good
fight in the races for first place. But
Westfield’s second and third girls were
clearly superior, and WHS finished
2-3-4 in the races WW-P won, and
WHS was usually 1-3-4 in the rest of
the races.
The tone of the meet came early,
when Liz Hawkins, Catherine
Maguire, Suzanne Lemberg and
Lauren Sullivan rebroke the weekold school record to win the 200medley relay in 1:50.53. WW-P South
was a close second in 1:51.19, while
WHS’s B relay of Kylie Bangs, Kate
Heffernan, Becky DeLaFuente and
Emily Budnick went 1:54.29, the 10th
fastest time in school history.
Alexi Kuska, the best female swimmer in school history, rebroke her
200 freestyle for the umpteenth time,
with a 1:52.57. Meredith Smith also
had a personal best 2 .99 for third and
DeLaFuente was fourth in 2:02.43.
The Pirates went 1-3 in the 200-

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
District 11 Wrestling Tourney
Westfield/Eliz UCT Basketball
SPF/BrH2O Boys Basketball
Westfield/Watchung Hills Bball

Blue Devil Adam Bergo Wins MOC High Jump
See Devils Den on page 12

individual medley, but Maguire, who
has come on like blazes in the final
few weeks, dropped over four seconds to a 2:15.22 (sixth best in school
history) to finish second, with
Heffernan (2:21.40) and Elaine
Anderson (2:21.59) 4-5.
Lemberg won the 50 from WW-P’s
Brynda Winnan in 24.02, while
Sullivan (25.26, No. 10 all-time) and
freshman Megan Kaveney (26.00)
were 4-5.
Although WW-P South had set three
school records in the opening four
races, WHS had a 39-23 lead that was
going to start expanding.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

BLAES WINS OW AWARD, 2ND TITLE; CANNON, BARNES WIN 2ND TITLES

Raider Wrestlers Win District 11 Crown;
Claim 6 Champs, Blue Devils Claim 3
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One year ago, Scotch PlainsFanwood High School heavyweight
Joe Blaes was unknown at the varsity
level when he stepped on the mats at
the District 11 Wrestling Tournament
but he stunned everybody, including
himself, when he marched away with

HANDZA BUCKETS 20 POINTS; SLODYZCKA SINKS 10

Blue Devils Clock Minutemen
For UCT Girls Hoops Crown
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls
basketball team, guided by Head
Coach Joe Marino, became the first
girls team in school history to win the
Union County championship, after
defeating fourth-seeded Elizabeth,
44-34, at Roselle Catholic High
School, on February 24. Junior guard
Tara Handza and seniors Stephanie
Slodyzcka and Erin Miller provided a
1-2-3 offensive punch, while senior
forward Gab O’Leary solidified the
defense for the second-seeded Blue
Devils.
Handza put in a game-high 20
points, including a three-pointer. She
also pulled down four rebounds, had
two assists and swiped three basketballs. Slodyzcka scored 10 points and
grabbed four rebounds. Miller stroked

the nylon with eight points, snagged
two rebounds, had four assists and
was the big thief with four swipes.
O’Leary grabbed nine rebounds,
made two steals, had two assists and
contributed one point.
Kerri Pringle banged in a 3-pointer,
pulled four rebounds and added an
assist and a steal. Anne Knisley tossed
in two points, while Katie Ponce had
one assist and grabbed two rebounds.
Elizabeth’s Quaneesa Lanier had a
team-high 11 points and Shan-Tasia
Pagjett finished with 10 points.
“Amazing! We’re thrilled and it’s
amazing that we made history! Years
ago, the program was a little weak
and the kids were not dedicated to the
game of basketball. I knew that I had
to get in their minds that, in the offseason, they have to play more basketball, play together, and they did.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PULLING OUT ALL OF THE TRICKS…Blue Devil John Barnes, top, used an arsenal of moves to grab a 16-1, technical
fall over Cranford’s Matt DiGiovanni in the 125-lb finals. It was Barnes’ second District 11 title.

As we started coming through the
years, the younger kids coming up
put the time in, the dedication [in]
and commitment [in], and this is the
end result,” said ninth-year Head
Coach Marino. “The end result is the
hard work. It doesn’t have a lot to do
with me. It has a lot to do with the kids
and their commitment to the program.”
The 16-6 Blue Devils just had too
many offensive weapons for the 14-8
Minutemen to handle in the opening
quarter. Miller fired in six points.
Handza struck the hoop from the 3point range and looped in an easy layup. And Slodyzcka put up two points
to give Westfield a 13-9 lead.
Both teams put on a show and captured the crowd, but the Blue Devils
won the second quarter, 13-11, to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

the title. Now known, Blaes captured
his second heavyweight crown, including the Outstanding Wrestler
award, in Westfield on February 23.
The Raiders, who totaled 195
points, won their second straight District 11 crown and fifth in seven years
in addition to claiming six individual
champions and advancing 10 to the
Region 3 tournament, which will be
held in Union tomorrow, February
29, and Saturday, March 1. Westfield
had a fine outing, placing fourth in
the team totals with 141.5, claiming
three individual champs and advancing seven to the regions.
A youthful Cranford (C) Cougar
team placed second in the team totals
with 156.5, claimed three individual
champs and advanced nine. Rahway
(R), also very young, placed third
with 155, claimed two champs and
also advanced nine.
After pinning Cougar Joe Brady in
5:44 to advance to the finals, Blaes
engaged in a physical chess match
with Blue Devil Joe Kania, who had
previously recorded a fall over Marcus
Anthony (Shabazz – MX) and a 2-1,
overtime victory over Andre Hunt
(R). After a scoreless first period,
Blaes escaped in the second period
then Kania escaped in the third to
push overtime (OT). Kania baited
Blaes and nearly scored on a snap
down attempt but Blaes fought it off.
Blaes escaped in the second OT and
Kania escaped to force a tiebreaker.

Bergo Sets UC Record
In High Jump at 7 Feet
Westfield High School senior
Adam Bergo cleared seven feet in
the high jump at the 74th Eastern
States Championships at the 168th
Street Armory in New York on February 26 to break the Union County
height of 6’10.25” set in 1983 by
Westfield’s Kevin McGorty.

Blaes escaped to get the 3-2 victory.
“He is a really smart wrestler. He
will attack on every mistake you make.
He plays it like a chess match,” Blaes
said of Kania.
Blue Devil John Barnes improved
his record to 25-6 and grabbed his

second district title with a 16-1, technical fall over Matt DiGiovanni (C)
in the 125-lb finals. Once again,
Barnes went to his bag of tricks to
work on a variety of nearfalls, including a devastating lateral throw.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Westfield Baseball League
Spring Tryouts 2008
Major & Pony Leagues Only
Majors: (5th & 6th grades)
Date

Time

Event

Location

3/1
3/2
3/8
3/9

12-3
9-12
12-2
10-12

Fielding
Hitting
Fielding
Hitting

Sid Fey field
The Ballpark
Sid Fey field
The Ballpark

Players (5th & 6th graders) who were on a Majors team last year do not
need to tryout again. You will automatically be placed on a team.

Ponys: (7th thru 10th grades)
Date

Time

Event

Location

3/1
3/2
3/8
3/9

12-1
12:30-1:30
12-1
12:30-1:30

Fielding
Hitting
Fielding
Hitting

Houlihan field
The Ballpark
Houlihan field
The Ballpark

Players who were on a Pony League team last year and all 10th graders do
not need to tryout again. You will automatically be placed on a team.

If you do not wish to try out for a Major or Pony team
you will be automatically placed on either an
International or Mustang team.
The Ballpark is located at 1 Silver Ct., Springfield NJ.

973-376-9295

are Proud to Feature Music by the

“T-Birds”
Saturday, March 8th Temple Emanu-El
7:00 PM - 12:00 AM Admission $60.00
Net Proceeds from the dinner dance will be donated to the
Westfield High School Athletic Hall of Fame in honor of Gary Kehler
Includes: Sports Memorabilia Auction, Hot Buffet, Wine & Beer
Tickets are available from:
Taylor & Love (Century 21 Realtors), Nick Gismondi 908-654-1753,
And Mike Toth 732-680-0425

ONLINE REAL ESTATE CENTER ʹ SEARCH FOR HOMES ʹ NEIGHBORHOOD SALES REPORT
FREE MARKET EVALUATION of YOUR HOME - FREE BUYER & SELLER GUIDES .. and MORE !!

Properties Unlimited
REALTORS®

Office:

908-233-9292 ext. 5495

200 NORTH AVENUE EAST ʹ WESTFIELD, NJ
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

www.FinePropertiesNewJersey.com
GEORGE BIPS, REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®

Cell:

908-477-5379

Email:

George@BipsRE.com
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Devil’s Den

Blue Devils Top WW-P South
For Public A Girls Swim Title
brought in another 3-4 finish.
Lewinsohn’s 1:06.50 won the
breaststroke for WW-P, but again
Maguire was right on the winner’s
back, finishing in 1:08.27, No. 3 alltime. Heffernan also did a PB. 1:09.90
(No. 7 all-time) and freshman Ally
Rose was fourth in 1:12.84.
The final score was padded by a 12 in the final relay, Kuska,
DeLaFuente, Hawkins and Lemberg
clocking 3:38.75, just off their school
record, while Budnick, Kelsey Wilson, Ryan and Smith clocked 3:48.53.
All that’s left to the season is this
weekend’s Individual Championships
at Gloucester Institute of Technology
and undoubtedly a lot of debate about
who is the state’s No. 1 team.
Immaculate Heart Academy, up in
Bergen County, has an early-season
win over WHS, but hasn’t swum as
well since, including in its Non-Public A final against Red Bank Catholic.
WHS, on the other hand, has posted
a victory over No. 3 Mount St. Mary,
two wins over No. 4 BridgewaterRaritan and a huge win over No. 5
WW-P South. And Westfield power
pointed 4,809 in the state final, an alltime New Jersey record for a girls
team, while IHA was significantly
lower than that total.

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

You think it’s easy writing the
Devil’s Den each week?
OK, actually it is.
But how about picking the Devil of
the Week each Thursday?
Sometimes those choices are obvious. Sometimes they are not. And sometimes you have what happened this
past weekend, where any of the following would be a good choice as DOW:
A winner at the state Indoor Track
Meet of Champions.
Three District 11 wrestling champions.
The first Union County Tournament
championship ever for the WHS girls
basketball team.
The 11th state championship for
the WHS girls swim team.
The 21st state championship for the
WHS boys swim team.
The Westfield swim teams became
(along with Mountain Lakes earlier in
the day) the first public school to
sweep the girls and boys title in the
22-year history of the Team Tournament.
(It was a seriously brutal weekend
out there for the WHS haters!)
How to choose just one person from

among these performances by WHS
athletes on the track, girls basketball
and boys and girls swimming teams?
Adam Bergo winning the high jump
at the NJSIAA Meet of Champions.
He is the third Blue Devil to win the
indoor MOC high jump, after Kevin
McGorty and Adam Wendel.
John Barnes, Christian Barber and
Sam Reichbach won District 11 wrestling titles. It was the second straight
for Barnes, a junior.
Tara Handza pumping in 20 points
as the WHS girls basketball team won
the first Union County Tournament
championship in school history.
Oft-injured senior Stephanie
Slodyczak scoring a season-high 10
points in the UCT championship game.
Alexi Kuska rebreaking her school
records in the 200 and 500 freestyle
and swimming on a winning relay as
the girls swim team won its second
straight state championship.
Suzanne Lemberg winning the 50
and 100 freestyle, swimming the butterfly leg on a school-record setting
medley relay and also on the winning
400 relay.
Kyle Higgins dropping over 11 seconds the past two weeks in her 500
freestyle, almost making the girls alltime Top 15 List!
Any member of the girls swim team,
who had across-the-board season-best
times that helped them post an alltime state record 4,809 power points!
Matt Green shocking Cherry Hill
West superstar Austin Thomas to win
the 50 freestyle in 21.70, then swimming another lifetime best 48.85 to
finish a key third in the 100 freestyle
as the boys won their 21st state championship.
Chris DeLaFuente winning the 200
and 100 freestyles with best times
against Cherry Hill West’s top guns,
then swimming leadoff leg on the
meet-clinching 400 relay as the boys
won their 21st state championship.
Matt Meserole winning the 100
backstroke in a swift 53.31, and adding key leadoff leg on the winning
medley relay and the anchor leg of the
400 free relay for the boys swim team.
Luke Granstrand posting a pair of
lifetime bests and earning a critical

Raider Alleman Gets
Second in Shot at MOC

Weic he r t

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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PUBLIC A STATE CHAMPIONS…The Westfield High School girls swim team soundly defeated West WindsorPlainsboro South, 106-64, to claim the Public A State Championship. The Blue Devil girls broke three WHS individual event
records and one WHS relay record.

75

Devils of the Week
Bergo, track;
Maguire, Zhang,
Green, Swimming

A Weekend to Remember
For All WHS Followers

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

While WW-P’s Rebecca Lewinson
was winning the butterfly in 57.78,
WHS went 2-3-4 behind DeLaFuente
(1:00.19), Hawkins (lifetime best
1:00.56, No. 7 at WHS) and Abby
Ryan (1:04.81). DeLaFuente, a freshman, had broken Fran Schmidt’s 28year-old butterfly record in the semifinals with a 59.21!
WHS then basically iced the meet
with back-to-back 1-3-4 finishes in
the 100 and 500 freestyles, which
produced a 70-40 lead.
Lemberg’s 53.02 won the 100, followed by Smith’s personal best (PB)
55.73 (No. 14 all-time) and Budnick’s
56.73.
In the 500, Kuska came within a
whisker of breaking the five-minute
barrier, winning in 5 .79. Sophomore
Kyle Higgins dropped nearly eight
seconds for a PB 5:29.09 and Steph
Albright was fourth in 5:32.60.
One of the day’s top races was the
200-freestyle relay, which WW-P
South won in 1:40.08, while the WHS
foursome of Sullivan, Budnick, Smith
and Kuska was right behind in 1:40.66,
second fastest in school history.
Winnan won the 100 back for the
Pirates, but Hawkins’ 1:01.19 was
second fastest in school history and
freshmen Bangs and Olivia Scrofani

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

HAVE
THE WALK
OF THE TOWN.
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AND THE TIME
OF YOUR LIFE.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior Mike Alleman placed
second in the shot put with a toss of
63’3.25” at the Meet of Champions
(MOC), held at the Bennett Complex, in Toms River, on February 23.
Morristown freshman Nick Vena won
the event with a throw of 66’0.75”,
which was the best throw in the nation this season and fourth all-time in
New Jersey.
Raider senior Carlaya Jones placed
sixth in the girls shot put with a toss
of 40’2.25”.
Garrett Ellis of Union Catholic
crossed fifth in the boys 400 meters
with a time of 50.27.

fifth-place in the 100 backstroke for
the swimmers.
Any member of the boys swim team,
every one of whom had major time
drops for a team that power-pointed
4,687 – the most since the 1992 state
champion team.
Or you could even make a case for
the Bridgewater-Raritan and
Hillsborough boys and girls swimmers who painted W-E-S-T-F-I-E-LD on their chests (well, the boys did)
and led cheers throughout the meets.
You think it’s easy, huh?
Well, it’s not. But somebody’s got
to do it. (See bottom of column for
DOW’s.)
BOOSTER DANCE
The Westfield Booster Club will
hold its 2008 Spring Dinner Dance on
Saturday, March 8, at the Temple
Emanu-El on East Broad Street. The
dance will go from 7 p.m. to midnight
and feature the music of the “T-Birds.”
There is a $60 admission charge, which
includes a hot buffet, wine, beer, and
a sports memorabilia auction. The
Boosters will donate the net proceeds
of the evening to the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame, in honor of the late
Gary Kehler.
Tickets are available from Taylor
and Love Realtors (908.654.6666),
Nick Gismondi (908.654.1753) and
Mike Toth (732.680.0425).
THIS AND THAT
Erin Miller, the all-time scoring basketball scoring leader at WHS, broke
her wrist in Sunday’s Union County
Tournament title game against Elizabeth and her high school career is
over. She winds up with 1,580 career
points. And she’s also among the career leaders in assists, steals and rebounds. During her four years, WHS
won 58 games; the only other fouryear period with more wins was 198790 with 61.
Conor Stiefken, the son of 1972 WHS
157-pound state champion Kurt
Stiefken, captured the District 17 heavyweight title with a 6-4 win over topseeded Colin Kurzi of North Hunterdon.
Stiefken, who has a 16-10 record,
wrestled most of the year at 215.
WHS had District 11 champions
Saturday in three consecutive weights:
Barnes (125), Barber (130) and
Reichbach (135). The last time something like that happened was in 2003,
when Jake Kramer, Ethan Powell, Tom
Del Duca and Lee Tomasso swept
130-145.
Faithful reader Dave Lazarus sent
an email with the final winter head-toheads between WHS and SP-F and it
was 8-3 in favor of the Blue Devils.
That gives WHS a 17-7-1 record
against the Raiders this school year.
Through the winter season, WHS has
won six Union County championships, to two for SP-F.
Chris Wojcik, a former WHS soccer-wrestling-lacrosse standout and
member of the WHS Athletic Hall of
Fame, has taken a position as the
assistant lacrosse coach at Bowdoin
College in Brunswick, Maine. Wojcik

had been an assistant at Harvard, where
he was a standout, but left for Bowdoin
when he didn’t get the Crimson head
coaching job that had opened up.
We were saddened to hear of the
Feb. 19 passing of Tom LaCosta. A
longtime Spanish teacher at WHS, he
was the father of Tomas LaCosta, one
of WHS’s great swimming sprinters
in the mid-’70s.
WHS’S WRESTLING FAMILIES
In this era, it’s difficult to appreciate
the performances of many old-timers,
numbers-wise. Back in the 1960s, a
state champion might wrestle less than
20 matches in a season. For example,
Chris Campbell’s one year of varsity
wrestling at WHS produced a 26-0
record. These days, between holiday
tournaments, dual meets, tri-meets,
quad-meets and wrestlebacks in tournaments, it’s not unheard of to have 35
or more matches at this point in the year.
So keep that in mind as we present
WHS’s winningest wrestling families. The list includes all families —
with a minimum of three brothers —
who have combined for more than 50
victories.
These seven families had a combined record of 713 wins, 206 losses
and 22 ties, a winning percentage of
77.6.
Gottlick 195-49-5 (79.9 win percentage)
(Rich 52-10-2, Jerry 60-16-2, Phil 57-5,
Will 26-18-1)
Shields 109-47-4 (69.8)
(Tom 31-27-3, Rich 15-5-1, Matt 63-13,
Steve 0-2)
Adelaar 105-23-2 (82.0)
(Bob 20-4, Pete 43-8-1, Rick 42-11-1)
Tinnesz 94-13-2 (87.8)
(Tom 12-5-1, Dave 72-6-1, Jim 10-2)
Powers 81-20-3 (80.1)
(Dennis 29-5-1, Ken 12-6, Jim 40-9-2)
Morash 73-19-3 (79.3)
(Dick 8-6, Dave 43-10-2, Dan 22-3-1)
Harvey 56-35-3 (61.5)
(Pete 2-1, Dave 8-7, Bob 12-3-3, Chris
34-24)

DEVILS OF THE WEEK
This week’s free subs from Al the
Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) go to senior Adam
Bergo, senior Matt Green, junior
Catherine Maguire and freshman
Larry Zhang. Bergo captured the
Meet of Champions high jump title,
soaring 6 feet, 8 inches! Maguire
dropped six seconds in less than a
week to a 2:15.22 (sixth best in school
history) in the 200 IM and two-plus
seconds to a 1:08.27 in the 100 breast
(third best) for key second places as
the girls won the state title. Green
shocking Cherry Hill West superstar
Austin Thomas to win the 50 freestyle
in 21.70. Zhang had a six-second
drop in his 200 IM to a 2:01.96 (ninth
all-time at WHS) and a four-second
drop in the 100 breast (1:01.82, tied
for fifth all-time, just behind 1968
Olympian Dave Perkowski) for two
important second places as the boys
won the state title.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments, complaints, suggestions and
college updates at bj1019@aol.com.
WHS4EVR!

Weichert

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/2 12-4PM

Our newly constructed 55+ community in
Garwood’s new walkable downtown offers
luxurious home designs and fabulous
on-site amenities:

Weic he r t

Model Now Open!
• Private elevators
• 3 exceptional levels of living space
• Expansive 2,343-3,024 sq. ft. ﬂoor plans
• 2 bedrooms and 2.5 baths
• Great location minutes from dining, shopping
and the train
• 1 mile from downtown Westﬁeld and Cranford

Priced from the low $500’S

Quick closing available,
save thousands on select units!

11 NG
T
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R
SALES CENTER OPEN DAILY 11AM – 5PM
CLOSED WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY

Call 908.518.7870
millenniumhomes.com

DIRECTIONS:
N from the Garden State Parkway: Take the GSP-N
to exit 136. Make a L onto Centennial Ave. Go 1.3 mi
and turn L onto North Ave. Go 1.5 mi to 506 North
Ave. The sales center is on the L.
S from the Garden State Parkway:
Take the GSP-S to exit 137. Merge
onto NJ 28/North Ave. East toward
Cranford. Go 2.5 mi. to 506 North
Ave. The sales center is on the R.

!

WESTFIELD . . . Welcome to this unique Condo in an award winning elevator building in the premier community
of Westfield. This 2nd floor one bedroom unit is freshly painted with new carpet in the bedroom and a beautiful
hardwood floor in the living room. Oversized windows, with plantation shutters, flood this immaculate home
with natural sunlight. The wood burning fireplace in the living room radiates warmth on those cold winter days.
All the appliances are updated, including the washer & dryer in the unit. The living room and dining room each
feature beautiful ceiling fans. Just a short distance from the great shopping and dining in downtown Westfield,
this home is perfectly located for the NYC commuter. This home includes an assigned parking spot in the heated
underground garage. $329,900. DIRECTIONS: South Ave to First to Trinity #515. MLS # 2489197

Invite David in,
and he’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

David Ackerman
weichert.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
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Blue Devils Rap CHW Boys
For Public A Swim Crown
By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 2008 Westfield High School
(WHS) boys swim team, the Blue
Devils, took its place in the school’s
storied swimming history, on February 24, by winning the state title.
Before a loud and raucous standingroom-only crowd at The College of
New Jersey, coach Jeff Knight’s club
posted a nerve-wracking 91-79 victory over defending champion Cherry
Hill West (CHW) in the NJSIAA
Public A title meet.
The win, coupled with the girls’ victory over West Windsor-Plainsboro
South, was historic in that WHS became the first public school (along with
Mountain Lakes in B Division earlier
in the day) to sweep the boys and girls
titles in the same year since the team
tournament’s inception in 1987.
The list of heroes among Knight’s
crew was very, very long.
Start with the seniors:
Matt Green was an upset winner in
the 50 freestyle with a lifetime best,
21.70, tying him with the great Gordon Clark for fifth fastest in school
history. Then, in an event that CHW
stacked with three of its best swimmers to go for a 1-2-3, Green swam
another lifetime best, 48.85, and
grabbed a key third in the 100
freestyle. That time put him at No. 12
on the all-time Top 15 List and bumped
off WHS Hall of Famer Steve Schmitt.
He also split a 21.50 anchor leg on the
winning medley relay.
Matt Blutfield shook off a disappointing fourth in the 100 butterfly to
post a lifetime best, 1:03.30, and
picked up a critical third place in the
100 breaststroke. That time tied him
for 12th all-time with Peter Wright
and Colin Sullivan.
Luke Granstrand dropped one-anda-half seconds for a lifetime best,
50.46, in the 100 free, only to finish
sixth in a fast race. But he came back
to pick up an important fifth in the
backstroke, with another best, 58.49.
Matt Gelmetti ended his four-year
career by placing fifth in the 100 breaststroke with a lifetime best, 1:04.54, an

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

amazing turnaround for a guy who
took up swimming as a freshman.
Jon Holt, Matt Haddad, Mike
Rediker and Alex Greenspan contributed season-best swims to the 200and 400-freestyle relays.
Then, there were the juniors:
Chris DeLaFuente had another
huge day. He won one-on-one battles
with CHW star Mark Garbowski in
the 200 (1:44.73) and 100 (48.21)
freestyles. Those times were No. 2
and No. 6, respectively, on the alltime list. “DeLa” also led off the
meet-clinching 400 relay with a 48.63
leg. The win in the 100 was the meet’s
key event, because CHW, which already entered two of its big guns,
pulled another stud out of the 500 to
go for a possible 1-2-3. Instead,
DeLaFuente and Green wrecked the
strategy with a 1-3 finish, setting up a
1-2-3 sweep by WHS in the 500.
Matt Morgan enjoyed the best day
of his career. He dropped three seconds to a 2:04.37, for fifth in the 200
IM. Then, won the 500 freestyle with
a lifetime best of 5:06.22, and swam
a 50.47 third leg on the meet-clinching final relay.
Max Blum continued his end-ofseason run of big swims in big meets,
taking fourth in the 200 free (1:50.36)
and second in the 500 free (5:08.93),
both lifetime bests. Blum also had a
best 50.10 split on the last relay.
Evan Paulan had three huge efforts, earning seconds in the 100 butterfly (54.93) and 100 back (56.87),
and had a smoking 24.9 butterfly leg
on the winning medley relay.
And don’t forget the sophomores:
Matt Meserole had a monster afternoon. He led off the winning medley
relay in an amazing 24.9, took fourth
in the 200 IM in 2:03.87, won the 100
back in a lifetime best, 53.51 (No. 3
all-time at WHS, behind Darren Hertell
and Robby Schundler), and anchored
the winning free relay in 50.34.
Mike Oster took fifth in the 200
freestyle in a lifetime best, 1:50.92,
and third in the 500 free (5:15.51). He
also led off the B 400 relay with a PB
50.85.
John Taylor showed his versatility
by swimming the 100 butterfly and
dropping nearly three seconds from
his former best to take fifth in 57.68.
He swam the 500 free in the semifinals and had another best, 5:17, and
also broke a minute in the 100 back
earlier in the tournament.
Finally, the freshmen:
Larry Zhang had what Knight hoped
was the first of many big-time showings. After dropping over a full second
for his split (28.3) on the winning

medley relay, he broke up a potential
CHW 1-2 in the individual medley
with a 2:01.96, ninth best ever at WHS.
Then, in one of the most tense races of
the afternoon, he was touched out in
the 100 breast, but took second in
1:01.82, a nearly four-second drop
and No. 5 all-time at WHS. The winner in both of those races was Jason
Mattingly, considered the top swimmer in South Jersey.
Jack Lorentzen finished up what
was a fabled freshman year for an
unheralded youngster. He split a 22.5
on the B medley relay, then, finished
fourth in the 50 free in a lifetime best,
22.81 (flat start), before he swam on
WHS’s solid 1:30.43 sprint relay, No.
11 all-time.
Nick Boyle showed he’s more than
just a good fullback in football, dropping a full second to pick up another
critical fifth place in 23.04 in the 50
free, and swam on the B 200-free
relay.
After adding up all the numbers, it
comes out to this:
Twenty one state championships,
the most of any N.J. public school
and just one behind St. Joseph
Metuchen as the state leader; 4,687
power points, the most since the legendary 1992 team’s state final win
over St. Joe’s.
After three years of near-misses,
following the 2004 state championship win over Cherry Hill East, including last year’s down-to-the-lastrelay loss to Cherry Hill West, it was
a happy bunch of Blue Devils after
the meet.
“We’ve all been waiting for this for
four years,” Green said. “We didn’t
want to be the first (senior) class in a
long time (17 years) to never win a
state title. This feels amazing.”
And with so many key swimmers
returning next year, WHS should be
the favorite to win it all again. The
opponents have changed over the
years, from Seton Hall Prep and Columbia and Trenton in the late 1950s
and ’60s, to Cherry Hill East and
Moorestown in the ’70s, St. Joseph in
the ’80s, to Bergen Catholic, Vineland
and Shawnee in the ’90s, and to Cherry
Hill East, Bridgewater-Raritan and
Cherry Hill West more recently. Next
year? Hillsborough looks like the
early pick as a possible WHS opponent in the final.
Meserole preferred to soak up
Sunday’s win, rather than look too far
ahead.
“It makes it feel so much better,
being able to leave here as state
champs,” Meserole said. “It’s awesome!”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING UP FOR THE SHOT…Raider Lordly Okarter, right, goes up for a shot as Bridgewater-Raritan Panther Andrew
Mernson, No. 24, attempts to block it. Okarter scored six points and was a strong influence under the boards.

DOUGHER DROPS IN 14, HANCILES HITS KEY THREE’S

Panthers’ Penetration in 4th
Tops Raider Hoopmen, 46-42
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Andy August and Dave Pilla got
their coordination together and successfully penetrated the Raiders’ defensive shield in the fourth quarter to
lead the Bridgewater-Raritan High
School boys basketball team, the Panthers, to a 46-42 victory over host Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on February 21.
Seeded first in the North Jersey,
Group 4, Section 2 tournament, the
21-3 Panthers were indeed worthy
opponents to the 18-7 Raiders. The
Raiders, who received the third seed
in the North Jersey, Group 3, Section
2 tournament, will host Emerson today, February 28, at 7 p.m.
“This was a good match up and I
think we helped them because they
play a lot of Watchung Conference
teams. I think this will definitely help
us, come state [tournament] time,”
said Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty.
Throughout the game, both defenses clung tightly to their opponents’ key scorers. Senior Bryan
Dougher was limited to 14 points,
which included two of the Raiders’
five 3-pointers. Raider junior Kevin
Maroney was held to a lay-up and two

free throws in the second quarter and
senior Lordly Okarter hit a pair of 2pointers and a pair of free throws.
August finished with 14 points and
Pilla finished with 13 points for the
Panthers.
The stubborn defenses caused very
few scoring opportunities. Both teams
attempted a few crafty inside plays,
but the Raiders could roll in only one
lay-up, while the Panthers managed
to convert on three to take a 10-7,
first-quarter lead.
Melvin Hanciles (8 points) shifted
the momentum in the Raiders’ direction by hitting a 3-pointer at the beginning of the second quarter.
“He hit a fabulous shot, coming off
the bench for us,” coach Doherty said
of Hanciles. “He’s really coming
along, [he] gives us a lot of athleticism.
[In] offense, he gave us more than he
normally does, but usually it’s his
defense that ignites us.”
Dougher and Okarter followed with
2-pointers to put the Raiders ahead,
14-10. Seconds before the half-time
buzzer, Reggie Solomon stole the ball
and rolled in a lay-up to give the
Raiders a 21-19 lead.
Pilla and August assisted each other

on lay-ups very early in the third
quarter, but Raider Greg Zabel tempered things with a 3-pointer. Okarter
blocked a shot and Hanciles followed
with his second 3-pointer and later
sank two free throws. Both teams
finished with 10 points in the quarter.
Trailing 31-29, the Panthers focused
on getting the ball to Pilla and August.
Pilla converted a lay-up, was fouled
and sank the free throw to tie the score,
32-32, with 7:28 remaining. The two
took turns feeding each other the ball
as they slit through the Raiders’ defense to roll in lay-ups or to draw fouls.
August had seven points in the quarter,
including three from the line, and Pilla
hit four of five from the line and rolled
in a lay-up. Dougher hit his second 3pointer as time ran out.
“They wanted to box out Bryan. Try
to take him away! They did a good job.
They have a couple of big bodies,
which helps them a lot,” said coach
Doherty. “They are extremely well
coached. Good big kids! It ended up
being a tough, physical game. We were
right there with them. They made a
couple of plays at the end. We didn’t.”
Bridgewater
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
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Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

SCOTCH PLAINS
FANWOOD

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/2 12-4PM

$569,000

A truly spectacular 4 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Center Hall Colonial situated on a wooded knoll
overlooking a spacious professionally landscaped lot. This stately home features a magnificent
gourmet kitchen, formal dining room, an impressive beamed family room with a fireplace
leading out to a paver patio great for outdoor entertaining. The oversized 2 car garage opens
to a newly paved wide turn-around driveway. Central Air and gas heating. Great location,
very close to NYC train or bus. DIRECTIONS: North Avenue to Midway #376 MLS #
2490858

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

$989,900

Stunning two year old 3,500 sq ft Center Hall Colonial, quality crafted by premier area
builder Mike Mahoney. Elegant details, fine appointments, hardwood flooring, 9ft ceiling
heights (1st floor) and open, spacious floor plan highlight this home. Situated in a cul-de-sac
neighborhood of newer houses, this home features a welcoming front porch and gracious
two story foyer. Gourmet eat-in-kitchen, complete with a center island, stainless steel
appliances, granite counters and tumbled marble backsplash. Grand family room with a
cathedral ceiling and fireplace, office, laundry/mud room showcase the 1st floor plan.
Magnificent master bedroom suite with sitting room includes a master bath with whirlpool
tub, stall shower and double vanity, his/her walk-in closets, plus 3 additional bedrooms and
a full bath. Sliders from the kitchen lead to a private backyard with paver patio. A two car
attached garage and large unfinished basement complete this home.

SCOTCH PLAINS

COLONIAL

$1,374,900

6 Bedroom, 3 Bath Colonial. This notable gem sits high on a knoll overlooking 2.24 acres. An
elegantly appointed home boasting quality architectural details and modern amenities combined
with a light infused floor plan. 9 car oversized garage, 3 fireplaces, partially finished basement,
in-ground pool, eat-in-kitchen, and formal dining room. MLS # 2481118

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

WESTFIELD

VICTORIAN

$1,150,000

Elegant Victorian built in 2006 boasting quality architectural design and amenities combined
with a light infused floor plan. Coffered ceilings, deluxe mill work, gourmet kitchen with
granite, custom wood cabinets, center island, Viking & Bosch appliances and sliders to paver
patio. 6 generous sized bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, 3rd floor balcony, mahogany front porch and
a fully fenced in yard. Set on a professionally landscaped lot just moments from schools, town
and transportation. MLS # 2472150

WESTFIELD

NEW CONSTRUCTION

$1,569,000

This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing
custom interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining
rooms, large center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over
a breakfast nook, wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays &
wood burning fireplace w/marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will
host a full bath, closets, dry bar & bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4
bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry room & walk up attic. The master suite will include his/
her walk in closets, fireplace & a spa like retreat w/Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283
for more details. MLS # 2488244

WESTFIELD

weichert.com
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

W E S T F I E L D O F F I C E 1 8 5 E L M S T R E E T / W E S T F I E L D, N J 0 7 0 9 0 / 9 0 8 - 6 5 4 - 7 7 7 7

Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/2 12-4PM

$1,099,900

Elegant Center Hall Colonial totally renovated in 2007. Four Bedrooms, 2 full baths and
1 half bath, 2 car attached garage. New: 30 year Timberline roof, 2 zoned air-conditioning
and heat, electrical, plumbing, chimney liners, Marvin Integrity windows, crown molding,
and raised paneling. Hardwood/tile floors, cable and internet wiring throughout.
Exquisitely trimmed and finished. Near Westfield downtown, Washington School and
train/bus to NYC. DIRECTIONS: East Broad or North Ave to Chestnut to Cranford
#780. MLS # 2487689
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VERY DEADLY WITH THE LEGS…Raider Trevor Cannon, top, shoots in both legs in order to get Blue Devil Matt Shaffer
in a stretcher, while setting up his power half nelson in the 152-lb title bout.

PUTTING ON THE FINISHING TOUCH…Raider heavyweight Joe Blaes, top, clenches Cranford’s Joe Brady with an
under-half nelson and an arm lock to record a fall in 5:44 during the semifinal bout.

SPF Raider Wrestlers Win District 11 Crown; Claim 6 Champions, Blue Devils Claim 3 Champs
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

to face Blue Devil Nick DeFreitas,
who just came off an impressive 121, majority decision over Carmine
Pellino (C), using a variety of
takedowns.
“I’m really hitting, rising in my
career. It feels good because a lot of
hard work is paying off,” said
DeFreitas. “I’m proud of my coaches
and teammates.”
In the finals, Bundy held a 4-1 lead
after two periods, but DeFreitas
battled back to tie the score, 5-5, and
send the bout into OT. Bundy pulled
out the takedown to win, 7-5.
“He’s a tough kid! I set goals every
year and I look to accomplish them,”
said Bundy.
“It was so close. I
worked my hardest,”
said DeFreitas.
Freshman Christian Barber proved
that the future can
look very bright for
the up and coming
youthful Blue Devils
when he secured a 51 decision over topseeded Mesut Ozcan
(C) in the 130-lb finals.
“Right now I’m
really happy that I
won. When I went
into the match, I felt
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times well prepared,” said
OUTSTANDING WRESTLER…Raider heavyweight Joe Barber.
Blaes receives the Outstanding Wrestler Award from Blue Raider Wesley
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz.
Morrison scored a low
Myrick (MX) in 3:50 with a Gable to single takedown and a four-point
half nelson then he nipped Kris Jack- Petersen roll to place third at 130-lbs
with a 6-2 victory over Quran Womack
son (E), 9-8, in the semis.
Raider Tristan Bundy advanced to (R). Raider Nowell Whitehouse placed
the 119-lb finals with a bye and a fall third at 103-lbs with a 3:26 fall over
“End of the year, district finals! I
wanted to give it my best stuff. I love
to take people upper body when they
come at me,” said Barnes.
Raider Trevor Cannon used his
snaky moves to record a 1:03 fall
(grapevine, head smother) over Ryan
Tarantino (C) in the 152-lb semis. In
the finals, he slithered around Blue
Devil Matt Shaffer with a doublegrapevine, stretcher to record the fall
in 2:46 and to claim his second district title.
“Shaffer is tough! He’s got rubber
arms like me. It makes it hard to work
stuff,” commented Cannon.
Earlier, Shaffer had pinned Alquan

OUR

THANKS TO OUR

Dewin Gabriel (Newark Central).
“It pays off when you have the
extra to go in the third period,” said
Morrison. “It feels good!”
Just as Blaes surprised himself last
year by winning the heavyweight
crown, Raider Joe Sebolao was pleasantly stunned when he used his dangerously snaky (Cannon-like) imitation to win the 171-lb title with a 4:33
pin over Chris Negron (Elizabeth),
using a headlock.
“No way in my mind did I think I
would be district champ,” said
Sebolao. “It’s a compliment to say I
looked like Trevor Cannon.”
Earlier, Sebolao defeated Matt
Konieczney (C), 8-7, and pinned
Danny Castro (Linden) in 4:37.
Raider Billy Jacobs pinned Carl
Johnson (Linden) in 59 seconds then
pinned Kevin Aldredge (C) in 5:40
with a bearhug to reach the 189-lb
finals. He then tallied a pair of
takedowns, a nearfall, a reversal and
a penalty point to claim the title with
a 10-3 decision over Gary Pyrus (R).
“I was confident going into this
match. I saw his last match. He was
really strong but I was confident that
I was stronger,” commented Jacobs.
After being denied a trip to the
regions last year, Blue Devil Sam
Reichbach used his aggressive
takedowns to secure a berth with a 91 decision over Diego Chavez (R) in
the 135-lb semis.
“Last year my mind wasn’t fully in
the match and I hesitated,” said
Reichbach. “I have been practicing
on taking more shots. As I hit more, I
got more confident.”
Reichbach carried his aggressiveness a step further with three more
takedowns in a 9-7 victory over Raider

Dan Gore to claim the title.
“We went to summer camps. We
condition hard in the room, so in
matches like this, our conditioning is
at the next level. It’s definitely worth
it,” said Reichbach.
Raider Mike Ferrara put on a
takedown clinic and topped it off with
a switch to grab a 13-4, majority
decision over Al-Khalif Thompson
(Wq) in the 140-lb semis.
“I saw the kid wrestle his
quarterfinal bout. He was strong and
fast, so I knew when he charged on
me, I would have to go low singles.
That’s what I did and I got a lot of
takedowns from it,” said Ferrara.
Ferrara’s next step was another

showdown with Rahway’s Octavio
Bent. The two have split a pair of
overtime bouts.
“We wrestled twice and both were
in overtime, so hopefully it will be
another good match,” said Ferrara.
Three’s a charm but the charm
leaned Bent’s way when he broke a 22 tie with a takedown-to a-two-point
nearfall to grab a 6-2, OT victory.
Blue Devil Joe Panarese placed third
with a 6-4 decision over Thompson.
Raider Mike Ridge bowled over
Josue Eliscar (Linden) in 1:50 then
punished Jason Pryor (Elizabeth) before using a unique maneuver to pin
him in 4:42 to claim the 145-lb title.
“I call that a Gator roll. Grab the

GL’s Fullowan Seizes 100th
Career Wrestling Victory
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Governor Livingston’s 171pounder Mike Fullowan was one of
three wrestlers to reach the 100-win
mark at the NJSIAA District 12 Tournament, in South Plainfield, on February 23. Middlesex’s Mike Dessino
at 152 pounds and South Plainfield’s
Mark Wagner at 160 pounds joined
him in the achievement.
An outstanding baseball and football player, the senior became the
second wrestler in Governor
Livingston High School history to
reach that honor. Brett Vanderveer
notched his 106th career win in 1999.
Seeded third, Fullowan (33-3) first
took care of business by showing
sixth-seeded Plainfield’s Rashon

2007 AWARD WINNERS. THEY, IN

Roach the lights in 4:39. He then
cleared the final hurdle in his vision
quest by dominating second-seeded
Dan Pompilio of South Plainfield with
a 10-3 decision.
“It was rough, the first three years.
My freshman year, I was 15-14, then,
by the time I finished my junior year I
accumulated a combined 67 wins, I
believe, so that was pretty good. Its just
work that gets you here,” said Fullowan.
“I knew I was going to get it because I
have been wrestling really great lately,
but it was hard work that got me here.”
As to his three-sport focusing, he
said, “I do one sport at a time and I’m
not doubling up. I leave football, go
right into wrestling, and then right
into baseball. I do nothing else beside
that seasonal sport.”

TURN, THANK YOU

–

head, roll him through, cement job,”
explained Ridge. “Our team, we
wanted to come in here and do big
things. I wanted to come in here, win
it and make a name for myself.”
TEAM TOTALS:
1. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) 195, 2.
Cranford 156.5, 3. Rahway 155, 4.
Westfield 141.5, 5. Elizabeth 69, 6. Linden (L) 40.5, 7. Newark Central (NC) 34,
8. Shabazz (MX) 21, 9. Weequahic (Wq) 8
CHAMPIONSHIPS:
103: — Joe Giaccio (C) p Shults (R),
3:04
112: — Kyle Markovitch (C) tf Roshelle
Hinton (R), 21-4, 4:00
119: — Bundy (S) d DeFreitas (W), 7-5 OT
125: — Barnes (W) tf DiGiovanni (C), 161, 4:25
130: — Barber (W) d Ozcan (C), 5-1
135: — Reichbach (W) d Gore (S), 9-7
140: — Bent (R) d Ferrara (S), 6-2 OT
145: — Ridge (S) p Pryor (E), 4:42
152: — Cannon (S) p Shaffer (W), 2:46
160: — James Caldwell (R) p Yanis
Uribe (E), 1:30
171: — Sebolao (S) p Negron (E), 4:33
189: — Jacobs (S) d Pyrus (R), 10-3
215: — Julian Campo (C) d Jamaal
McKinney, 5-3
Hwt: — Blaes (S) d Kania, 3-2 OT TB
THIRD PLACE:
103: — Whitehouse (S) p Gabriel (NC), 3:26
112: — Fuquan Harris (MX) p Yingling
(W), 5:04
119: — Pellino (C) p Rodriguez (E), 5:35
125: — Al Hamwi (R) md Holly (L), 10-0
130: — Morrison (S) d Womack (R), 6-2
135: — Chavez (R) p Ramirez (L), 4:44
140: — Panarese (W) d Thompson (Wq),
6-4
145: — Eliscar (L) won medical forfeit
over Ryan Jennings (W)
152: — Jackson (E) p Tarantino (C),
3:09
160: — Connor Leahey (C) d Nick Currea
(L), 8-4
171: — Caleb Taylor (R) p Castro (L), 2:30
189: — Aldredge (C) d Chris McLean
(NC), 8-7 OT TB
215: — Matt Esparra (R) p Anthony
Touchstone (MX), 1:03
Hwt: — Brady (C) p Hunt (R), 5:30

THEIR CUSTOMERS.

Hollis Cohen

Edgar Collado

Niki Fry

Kathleen Gwaldis

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®, 2007
Silver

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®, 2007
Silver

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®, 2007
Silver

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®, 2007
Silver

Nadine Allen

Vivian Cortese-Strano

Tara Floyd DeMizio

James Euwer

Nancy R. Kronheimer

Tressa A. Malone

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®, 2007
Bronze

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®, 2007
Bronze

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®, 2007
Bronze

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®, 2007
Bronze

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®, 2007
Bronze

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®, 2007
Bronze

Alan Rubin

Adie K. Shaalan

Leona F. Sinclair

Peggy Tomko

Andrew I. Weissman

Marie L. Wojcik

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®, 2007
Bronze

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®, 2007
Bronze

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®, 2007
Bronze

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®, 2007
Bronze

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®, 2007
Bronze

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®, 2007
Bronze
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PUSAR STRIKES 13, DiIORIO SCORES 12, MILLS HITS 8

Warriors Dazzle Blue Devils
In Hoops Season Finale, 66-49
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lay-ups, follow-up tip-ins, threepointers, inspiring defense! You name
it. The Warriors did it, as the Westfield
High School boys’ basketball team
became 66-49 victims of a fine performance from 21-3, 14th ranked
Watchung Hills in Warren on February 21.
The Warriors executed their versatility well as Eric Kane (15 points),
Kyle Rawson (15 points) and Jesse
Ross (14 points) played an effective
inside-outside game. Junior Dave
Pusar led the 7-16 Blue Devils with
13 points, junior Tony DiIorio hit for
12 points and senior Manny Mills,
who carried a hot hand in the fourth
quarter, finished with eight points.
“Watchung Hills is 21-3 for a reason. They’re a very good basketball
team. They’re all seniors; they know
each other, pass the ball exception-

ally well. They don’t turn the ball
over and they get good shots. That’s
what experience does for you. Hopefully, with the experience that we’re
getting this year, next year we will
have a season like they’re having,”
said Westfield Head Coach Kevin
Everly.
The Warriors scored the first five
points then DiIorio hit a 2-point
jumper. Pusar banged a 3-pointer and
later netted two 2-pointers. Chris
Sheehan added a bucket, as did Pat
Gray to cut the deficit to two. The
Warriors, however, went on a five
point run to win the quarter, 17-13.
Hopes of getting back into the game
diminished as the Warriors orchestrated an 8-0 run to start the second
quarter. Blue Devil turnovers and offensive starvation did not mix well
with the Warriors’ pinpoint passing
and 3-point baskets that led to a 25-7
thrashing and a 42-20 halftime defi-

D. Blair Corbin’
Corbin’ss
Blue Devils

Raiders

Walk Down Memory L
ane
Lane
From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The SPF Times
February 6, 1999: History has
been made! The Nation’s longest
winning streak of 42 consecutive
titles has finally been broken. But it
was a battle all the way. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood boys swimming
team defeated the Westfield High
School boys, 323.5-304, to grab first
place in the Union County Swimming Tournament in Elizabeth.
Raider senior Dave Russ won the
50-yard freestyle and the 100-yard
freestyle, and swam on the winning
200-yard freestyle and on the 200yard medley relay teams.
Russ commented, “We said that it
was going to come down to heart.
We had to do it for the team. We had
to do it for Mr. (Jim) Powers!”
February 16, 1999: You had to
be there! Contrary to some newspaper reports, the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School wrestling
team did have a great comeback,
but unfortunately fell one point short
of tying, thus defeating, the
Redskins of Parsippany who held

on to win, 32-31, in the semifinals
of the North Jersey Group 3, Section 2 Tournament in Scotch Plains.
Falls by Matt Oley, Gary Cousar
and Jim Feeley, a majority decision
by Josh Ricca and a decision by
Scott Paterson gave the Raiders the
final 25-team points.
February 19, 1998: The third
time proved to be the charm for the
Westfield High School Ice Hockey
team, as they skated past the Summit Hilltoppers, 5-2, in the
quarterfinals of the Van Cott Cup.
The teams’ previous two meetings
turned out to be disappointing. Ron
Kashlak tallied two goals and two
assists and senior captain Brendan
Hickey scored the first goal.
February 28, 1998: Blue Devils
Nick Friedman and Onur Tezucar
got revenge at the right time and
arose with first-place titles in their
respective weight classes in the District 11 Championships held in
Westfield. Friedman beat Rahway’s
John Petrusko, 13-7, for the 140-lb
title and Tezucar defeated Cranford’s
John Donofrio for the 145-lb crown.

cit. Pusar sank four points, Lessner
hit for two points and Sheehan sank
one from the stripe.
“Unfortunately we got a little selfish there for awhile. We got away
from what we do and why we’ve been
successful in the past and the last
couple of games,” said coach Everly.
“We were taking quick shots, we
wanted to attack the rim, get the ball
to the post and settle for some jump
shots.”
The Blue Devils’ offense stabilized
in the third quarter as the Warriors
held a 16-12 edge. DiIorio found the
mark for six points, while Lessner,
Pusar and Hess each hit two points.
“They’re a great team, they play
very well together but I think we need
to come out a little stronger. We played
hard and that’s the best we could do,”
said Pusar. “Next year, we hope to
come out and play better, play as a
team and get some wins.”
The Blue Devils won the final quarter, 17-8. Mills got inside with eight
points, including 4-for 5 from the free
throw line. DiIorio rolled in a lay up
and hit both of his free throws. Lessner
hit 2-for-2 from the stripe, Gray
banged in a 2-pointer and Hess contributed one point.
Commenting on outgoing graduate Manny Mills, coach Everly said,
“You have to give credit for a kid like
that, who as a junior did not play a lot
and stuck it out. He didn’t know
whether he was going to start or play
a lot but you got to love the kid
because he came and he worked hard.
We made him a captain. He always
played with passion and intensity in
practice and in games. He instilled
some really good characteristics into
his teammates.”
“It has been a very good experience. Last year we made it to states
and that was a very good feeling
being on varsity despite not really
playing. When I came out this year, I
expected to play but I ended up starting, playing a lot of minutes and got
into the groove. Again, a good experience this year, me being the only
senior and all,” commented Mills. “It
was hard at times but I stuck to it and
the other captains helped me through
a lot and we just have grown as a
team.”
Westfield
Watchung Hills

13 7 12 17
17 25 16 8
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY TOURNAMENT GIRLS BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS…The Westfield High School girls basketball
team defeated the Elizabeth Lady Minutemen, 44-34, on February 24 to claim its first Union County Tournament crown.

Lady Blue Devils Clock Minutemen, 44-34,
For Union County Tournament Hoops Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

carry a 26-20 lead into the locker
room. Pringle hit from downtown and
Handza banged in four points, while
O’Leary, Slodyzcka, Miller and
Knisley added two each.
“We knew we were going to be in a
battle and we wanted to go toe-to-toe
with them. We were not backing down
and our girls knew that they had to be
patient with their shots and sooner or
later we would be able to break them
down. They did not panic and that’s
what the key was,” said coach Marino.
Although, The Minutemen caught
up in offense and outscored the Blue
Devils, 9-6, in a soft third quarter. Coach
Marino explained the Devils’ low scoring, “What happened was that we got
into foul trouble. Handza had four fouls
on her, so I had to pull her out. I went to
my veteran O’Leary because I knew
she used to be our point guard. I took
her from the down low position and put
her up at the top, with her experience. I
figured she wanted this more than anybody and I knew she would do the right
thing with the ball.”
Also in the third, Slodyzcka struck
the hoop with four points and Handza
added two to give the Blue Devils a

32-29 edge in the quarter.
Early in the fourth quarter, Miller
suffered a wrist injury when bursting
through a pair of defenders, but the
feisty athletic guard remained tough
and focused on defense. Elizabeth
cut the deficit to one. However, after
Pringle came up with a key rebound,
the Blue Devils pounded away with
effective inside shooting. Handza
scored seven of her nine points from
the stripe. Slodyzcka and Knisley each
frayed the net with two points and
O’Leary added one.
“We went out there as if it were a
normal game, but obviously it did not

turnout that way,” said Handza. “We
knew our defense was going to be a
big factor and, like you said, it was
choking. If we do that, the offense
will come through for us and it did.
People stepped up and we came together in the fourth quarter. It was an
amazing team effort; I just can’t describe my feelings.”
“Tara knew that it was her turn to
step it up and shine, so she did, and
Erin sucked it up and went out there
and did what she had to do,” concluded coach Marino.
Elizabeth
Westfield

9 11
13 13

9 5
6 12

Mary Ellen O’Boyle
BROKER ASSOCIATE
908-233-5347, Direct Dial
GUCAR President 2003—2004

LONG BEACH ISLAND
•BUYING •SELLING •RENTALS
Ideal 2 bedroom apartment one block from
transportation and downtown Westfield. Lovely

Top Producing Agent on LBI
Noreen Callahan

interior with a living room, dining area, kitchen, good
closet space and a washer & dryer in the unit. Off-street
parking is included and the apartment can be rented furnished or unfurnished. Renting for $1,400. furnished/
$1,300. Unfurnished

Personally Closed Over
22 Million in Sales in 2007

(609) 709-0664

ncallahan25@hotmail.com
livingonlbi.com
800-633-1140

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
908-233-6417, Direct Dial

www.PruNewJersey.com

NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007
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872 Winyah Avenue, Westfield, NJ
Public Open House, Sunday March 2nd 1:00-4:00 pm
Beautifully situated in notable Wychwood, this magical
Colonial sparkles with traditional details and coveted
modern amenities. The family room addition & updated
granite-accented kitchen, complement a fire lit living
room and dining room with corner cabinets. There are
two bedroom suites, three more bedrooms, an office, rec
room, & climate controlled wine cellar. The captivating
grounds come alive with unique plantings, mature shrubbery, and a two-tiered patio. Presented for $1,595,000.
Dir: E. Broad to Wychwood to Winyah

n.
Su

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

2137 Buttonwood Lane - Move right in! Newly renovated
Custom Cape Cod features spacious living room with
fireplace, formal dining room with French doors to sunny
Florida room, beautiful eat-in kitchen with granite
countertops and stainless appliances, 4 bedrooms and 2
full baths. Full basement offers potential as playroom, 2-car
attached garage.

2410 Allwood Road - Located in desirable Crestwood
section of Scotch Plains, charming well-maintained 7 room
Cape Cod offers a jalousied entrance porch, living room with
fireplace, eat-in kitchen with Corian countertops, 4
bedrooms and 2 full baths. Additional room off kitchen can
be used as dining room or family room! Full basement, onecar attached garage. FHA/gas heat, CAC.

Priced at $649,000

Priced at $495,000

DIR: Lamberts Mill Road to Buttonwood.

DIR: North Ave. to Seneca, left on Marlboro, right on Allwood.

resale

new homes

WESTFIELD OFFICE

fine homes

908.232.5664

relocation

mortgage

title

215 North Avenue West

insurance

Westfield, NJ 07090

M O R T G A G E P R E - A P P R O V E D - H o w m u c h h o u s e c a n y o u a f f o r d ? - C A L L N O W F O R D E TA I L S 8 7 7 . 7 6 2 . 6 5 7 2

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

H O M E C A P I TA L N E T W O R K , L i c e n s e d M o r t g a g e B r o k e r - N J D e p a r t m e n t o f B a n k i n g a n d I n s u r a n c e
c

2008, An independently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

is a service mark of The Prudential Insurance Company of America. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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SPF Raider Icemen Fall, 3-0,
To S. Brunswick in Playoffs
The sixth-placed Scotch PlainsFanwood High School ice hockey
team suffered a 3-0 loss to the second-placed South Brunswick in the
first round of the Kelly Cup playoffs
on February 17 at the Princeton Ice
Center in Monmouth Junction. Missing senior wing Adam Brous and junior defenseman Marty Anderson, the
Raiders kept it close until an open net
goal finally clinched it for South
Brunswick.
The Raiders held the 14-3-1 Vikings scoreless after the first period
as goalie Brian Jascur denied several
hard shots. The Vikings did break
through for 1-0 lead in the second
period with a deflection of a slapshot.
Raider Jeremy Kaufman nearly tied
the game when he took a shot at an
open right side, but the Viking goalie
made an unbelievable glove save.
South Brunswick got an insurance
goal for a 2-0 lead midway through
the third period. A Viking first-line
right wing scored unchecked off a
rebound. The Raiders almost got back
in the game when Kaufman skated
through the crease and decked the
goalie but lost the puck before he

could get the shot off. Coach Matt
Gaultieri pulled Jascur with a minute
remaining, but South Brunswick
grabbed a loose puck and rifled a long
one into the empty net for the third
goal.
In their second varsity season, the
Raiders finished sixth out of 10 teams
in the Central Blue Division and qualified for the playoffs. The Raiders
often played without a full squad but
always skated hard and never gave
up. Next year, the Raiders will miss
senior defenseman/captain Alex
Deduck and Adam Brous, but firstyear head coach Gualtieri has the
team on track to be stronger with the
continued development of a large junior class and several promising freshmen that are still getting accustomed
to his system.
Any boys or girls interested in playing on the spring high school or middle
school teams are asked to call SPF Ice
Hockey Association President Russ
Jones at (908) 889-8206. Current
eighth graders, who will enroll as
freshmen next year, are eligible to
play with the high school team this
spring.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Memberships
for the 2008 golf season at the Scotch
Hills Country Club are now available.
Both renewing members and new
members can either fill out a form,
which can be found at
scotchplainsnj.com, mail in their registrations, register in person at the
recreation department located at the
municipal building or at the club’s
Pro Shop.
The pro shop, which is located at
820 Jerusalem Avenue in Scotch
Plains, will open on Thursdays February 28, March 13 and 27 from 5
p.m. until 8 p.m., as well as on Saturday, March 8, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Interested members are encouraged
to renew prior to May 1 to receive a
discounted membership fee.
The Scotch Hills Country Club, a
nine-hole golf course, is scheduled to
open Saturday, March 15.
For more information, call the pro
shop at (908) 232-9748.

The Westfield Police Athletic
League (WPAL) will sponsor the
New Jersey Golden Gloves Boxing
on Friday, March 28, at 8 p.m. at the
Westfield High School. The WPAL
is a non-profit community athletic
program that supports its programs
through fundraisers and donations.
Tickets for all ringside seats are
$25, general admission tickets are
$15, children under 12 tickets are
$8 and senior citizens tickets cost
$8. Tickets can be purchased at The
Leader Store, 109 East Broad Street.
For more information, call (908)
233-7105.
The Golden Gloves event will
raise money for the WPAL organization, as well as helping the young
athletes competing in the New Jersey Golden Gloves Tournament.
Boxers who win the tournament
advance to the National Golden
Gloves Tournament of Champions
in Chattanooga, Tenn. during the
second week of April.

Weichert
Memberships Available
WF PAL Schedules
At Scotch Hills CC
Golden Gloves Event

®

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Judith Pipoli
• Top Dollar Volume Month of January
• Westfield Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental
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FSPY Swimmers Shine
At ‘Y’ State Bronze Meet

FIRST PLACE…Joining approximately 900 teams from around the United
States, The Central Jersey All Star Cheerleaders recently placed first at the
Cheersport National Competition in Atlanta, Ga. Central Jersey is in the midst of
a successful season and looks forward to competing at states in Trenton next
month and heading to Maryland and Florida in April. Westfield/Scotch Plains
residents Caitlin Hering, Jacqueline Fabricatore, Jessica Morse, Renee Oliver,
Taylor Smith and Sophie Mushell cheer for Central Jersey. Pictured is the
undefeated Junior Level 4 squad.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y (FSPY)
entered 34 swimmers into the YMCA
State Bronze meet and many posted
excellent times.
Freestyle – 50-yard free: Julia
DiGiacomo (9/10) placed first,
Hannah Greaney (11/12) second,
Alyssa Laki (13/14) third, and Philip
Edwards (11/12) seventh; 100-yard
free: Megan Hoerrner (13/14) and
Kate Musso (9/10) both finished
fourth, Phillip Edwards (11/12) sixth,
and Peter Tomljanovic (11/12) tenth.
Butterfly – 50-fly: Tomljanovic
placed fourth; 100: Julie Haggan (11/
12) finished first and Tomljanovic
was sixth.
Backstroke – 50-back: Musso finished fifth and Haggan seventh; 100free: Edwards was fifth and Amelia
Markey (9/10) and Greaney (11/12)
both finished 10th.
Breaststroke – 50-breast: Kevin
Fleck (9/10) placed sixth, Jeffrey Xue
(9/10) 11th; 100-breast: Isaiah Thompson (9/10) was fourth,
Tomljanovic sixth and Markey 10th.

Individual Medley – 100IM:
Haggan was ninth, Greaney 10th and
Lauren Sjonell (9/10) 12th; 200IM:
Sjonell finished second, Haggan
fourth and Hoerrner 10th.
The 9/10 girls medley-relay team
of Musso, Kelly Bracuto, Sjonell and
DiGiacomo placed first, while the 9/
10 boys medley team of Flack, Thompson, Nick Giardiello and Xue
took ninth. In the freestyle relays, (9/
10s) Tiffany Inacker, Zoe Verrico,
Casey Daudelin and DiGiacomo
placed seventh, and (11/12s) Sara
Hoerrner, Caitlin Conroy, Haggan and
Greaney took fifth.
Every swimmer contributed to a
great meet and many dropped times
or had personal bests. Among other
notable swims were: Tiffany Inacker
(9/10) 100-back; Amelia Markey (9/
10) 50-breast; Grace Lesce, AnneMarie Kearns, Mariel Weigel, Jeffrey
Xue (all 9/10) 50-free; Julia
Napolitano and Melody Weigel (both
9/10) 50-fly; Mariah Weigel 50-back;
Jeffrey Xue and Isaiah Thompson
100IM.

SCRANTON — Erin O’Connor, a
Scotch Plains’ Union Catholic High
School graduate, and now a junior on
The University of Scranton women’s

Westfield High School graduates
Danielle Heffernan and Brittany
Reyes finished in the top 10, in three
events apiece, to help The University
of Scranton Royals win the inaugural
women’s title at the recent 2008 Landmark Conference Swimming and
Diving championships at the United
States Merchant Marine Academy in
Kings Point, N.Y.
Heffernan, a senior, finished fourth
in the 100-free (:56.61), sixth in the
100-butterfly (1:04.93) and eighth in
the 50-free (:26.27). She also anchored the 400-medley relay team
that placed second in 4:12.10.
Reyes, a freshman, was second in
the 100-fly (1:02.52), third in the
200-fly (2:25.84) and seventh in the
50-free (:25.67).
The Royals, led by head coach
Tomm Evans, posted a three-day total of 599.5 points. Scranton finished
the season with an 11-0 record in the
dual-meet competition, its first undefeated season since 1996.

swim team, the Royals, was named
Female Swimmer of the Year at the
2008 Landmark Conference Swimming and Diving Championships,
staged at the United States Merchant
Marine Academy, in King’s Point, N.Y.
O’Connor was awarded this major
title by the league’s head coaches
after winning three individual events,
to lead the Royals to the team title. On
February 15, she won the 500freestyle in 5:17.79, which was less
than two seconds off the Scranton
record of 5:15.82, set by Jayme Smith
in 2002. The following day, she won
the 400-individual medley (4:45.37)
and swam the opening leg of the 800freestyle relay, placing first in 8:11.43.
On the final day of competition,
O’Connor placed first in the 200butterfly (2:16.77).
O’Connor has won seven conference titles in three seasons. She finished first in the 500-free and the
400-individual medley in each of the
last two seasons in Scranton’s previous affiliation with the Middle Atlantic Conference. She is also the Royals’ record-holder in the 400-individual medley (4:42.56).
Scranton’s title was its first conference championship since 2004, and
fourth in the program’s 21-year history.

Brittany Reyes

Erin O’Connor

TCNJ’s Klimowicz Recognized
Scranton’s O’Connor Named
For Academics, Basketball
EWING – The College of New
She has recorded 16 doubleFemale Swimmer of the Year
Jersey women’s basketball player doubles in 20 games this season and
Hillary Klimowicz, of Scotch Plains,
was honored for her efforts both on
the hardwood and in the classroom,
as she earned CoSIDA’s ESPN The
Magazine Academic All-District II
College Division honors.
Klimowicz, who was named AllDistrict II Third Team, is a psychology major and boasts a grade point
average of 3.318. On the court, the
junior center leads the Lions in a host
of categories. She is the team’s top
scorer and rebounder, averaging 16.1
points and 11.3 boards. Those numbers rank her second and third, respectively, in the New Jersey Athletic
Conference (NJAC). She also leads
the conference in field goal percentage, hitting 63.6 percent of her shots
(136/214), and blocked shots per
game at 4.15. Both of those numbers
also rank fourth nationally.
So far this season, Klimowicz received various honors, including being named the NJAC Player of the
Week five times and Eastern College
Athletic Conference (ECAC) Metro
Player of the Week twice. She was
named the most valuable player of
the Gwynedd-Mercy College Classic
and earned a spot on the Marymount
University Tip-Off Classic All-Tournament Team.

has scored in double figures in each
game, but one.
Klimowicz was a 2006-07 AllNJAC First Team selection after joining the Lions from NCAA Division I
St. Joseph’s University, where she
was selected for the 2005-06 Atlantic
10 and as the Big Five Rookie of the
Year. The Lions are currently 15-5 on
the season and are 6-2 in the NJAC,
placing them second in the South
Division.

Danielle Heffernan

Heffernan, Reyes Help
Scranton Swim Team

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Judith Pipoli
of the Weichert Westfield Office
Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.
Invite Judith in, and she’ll bring results!

Community Association Management

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Condominiums • Homeowner Associations

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2006

Direct Line 908-301-2015
www.hye-youngchoi.net hye-young@att.net

Jersey Coast Properties
1070 Route 34, Matawan, NJ 07747

WESTFIELD

(866) 440-7575
Contact John Pugh, Ext. 224
www.jerseycoastproperties.com

OPEN HOUSE:
Sunday, March 2nd • 12-5pm

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 2nd • 232 Seneca Place
Westfield . . . New quality 4000 sq. ft., ready to move-in. Spacious RMS, LR, FDR, FR,
mud rm. Deluxe KIT w/ custom cherry cabs, Creama Bordeaux granite, sep. break rm.
All 5 BRS on 2nd Flr, 3 ½ luxury BTHS w/ imported marble. MBR w/10ft.tray ceil,
whr’pl BTH. Hwflrs,#1 red oak throughout, frt & Bk staircs, blue stn patio, carriage
house 2 CGR, charm covered frt & Bk porch. 268 deep prop. $1,395,000. WSF0091

One Lincoln Plaza
Ackerman Development

23 Marlin Court, Westfield
For Sale By Owner

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 2nd • 24 Barchester Way
Westfield . . . Buontempo Homes presents this luxury colonial w/11 RMS, 5 BR, 5 1/2
BTH in the Indian Forest area. This home offers approx 7400 sq.ft. inc finished lower
level. Noteworthy features: MBR suire w/2 frplc, 2 story Great Rm with access to expansive
deck & French drs to Sunroom. Deluxe 20ft. KIT, butler’s pantry. Living & Dining Rm
w/accented ceilings, Library, guest suite, 3 CAR GRGE. $2,395,000 WSF0905

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555 Ext. 169

Immaculate & spacious custom-built Center Hall Colonial
on quiet cul-de-sac. 8 rooms, 4 bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, raised
hearth gas fireplace in Family Room, hardwood floors
throughout, updated large eat-in Kitchen, full basement &
oversized 2 car garage. Sit on the deck and enjoy the
peaceful, private, mature landscaped surroundings. Plenty
of double windows welcome the sunshine.

It could be yours for $879,900.
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

For appointment call Lee or Bob: 908-232-4542.
(Directions: E. Broad to end, right on Springfield Ave., left
on Unami Terrace, right on Marlin Court).

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY MARCH 2nd, 1-4PM
Priced from $599,000
Eight Luxury condos, premier in-town location w/on-site
parking. Individual basement storage. Blanco SS sink with
control valves by Jado,Viking dishwasher with SS finish, 36"
Viking or 30" Sub-Zero refrigerator with SS front, cooktops
or ranges by Viking, SS Viking chimney style venting hood.
Contact: Gloria Kraft
Direct 908-616-8146 • Office 908-233-5555

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES
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PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
CHILDCARE NEEDED

ON A WINNING ROLL IN BASKETBALL…The Westfield White fourth grade
basketball team won six of its last seven games to improve to 7-3. Pictured, left to
right, are: front row; Ethan Smith, Ryan Bowman, Michael O’Connor, Mitchell
Bryck, Connor Russell and Devin Anderson; back row, Michael Morbarakai,
Justin Yoon, Jared Glassman, James Bohlinger and Eric Varakian. Not Pictured:
Michael O’Brien.

WF White Cagers Roll
In Garden State League

Local Gymnasts Get
Third at Temple Invt’l

The fourth grade boys Westfield
White team led by a strong defense
and balanced scoring attack moved
into second place in the National
Division of the Garden State
League with a 7-3 record. After a
slow 1-2 start, the team went 6-1
heading into the final part of the
regular season, while setting up for
the March playoff run.
Guards Eric Varakian, Michael
O’Brien, Ryan Bowman and Ethan
Smith controlled the offensive
tempo and played hardnosed topof-the-zone defense. Forwards
Michael O’Connor, James
Bohlinger, Devin Anderson,
Connor Russell, Jared Glassman
and Justin Yoon have contributed
on both sides of the court. Centers
Michael Mobarakai and Mitchell
Bryk have been inside scoring
threats as well as strong
rebounders. The team is coached
by Rich Varakian and Michael
O’Connor.

The Surgent’s Elite Level 8 boys
gymnastics team placed third in the
team competition at the Temple University Invitational on February 16.
Coached by Pete Shostchuk, team
members include: Christopher Cerf,
Peter Fagan, Josh Friedman, Timmy
Hackett, Nathan Rutter and Zachary
Ghizzone. Individually, the boys also
received many honors.
Christopher Cerf placed sixth allaround and took second on high bar.
Peter Fagan took 16th all-around and
sixth on high bar. Josh Friedman
placed 11th all-around and seventh
on parallel bars. Timmy Hackett took
10th on rings. Nathan Rutter placed
12th on rings and Zachary Ghizzone
took 12th all-around and eighth on
high bar.
Their next competition will be the
New Jersey State Championship,
hosted by Surgent’s Parent Gymnastics Association, at David Brearley
High School in Kenilworth on March
15 and 16.

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com
NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

www.goleader.com

OFFICE ASSISTANT WANTED

Position available at new
children’s enrichment center in
Westfield. Must be enthusiastic,
friendly and thrive in an environment filled with children and
families. MUST BE experienced
in customer service, detail oriented, computer proficient, and
excellent phone manner.
Call (908) 232-4055 to apply.

Seeking Managers &
Representatives
Earn PT/FT, $2800/$6000
Car, Profit sharing, Insurance
1-888-267-9463
INTERIOR HOUSE PAINTER

Fully Insured
10 years Experience
Serving Westfield Area
for the Past Five Years.
Free Estimates!
Call: (908) 358-5197

REAL ESTATE ASSISTANT

Self starter, independent,wellorganized professional w/good
communication & computer skills
(Word, Excel, Power Point,
Publisher,Adobe) & willingness to
learn & think Fast paced
environment, never boring, fun
job, local office - Mon-Fri 10 - 2, 12
mo/year-must obtain real estate
license-great pay and incentives.
maryaliceryan@comcast.net

SCOTCH PLAINS
Southwyck Village
Large Upgraded
2 Bedroom Unit with New Kitchen
Pool, Tennis & Club House
(732) 381-1172
APARTMENT FOR RENT

WESTFIELD. Great 5 rm apt. near
town & transp. Incls. 2 BRs,
washer/dryer in apt. Tenant
responsible for 1st $150 of repairs.
Parking in rear lot. Currently
furnished, furniture can be
removed. $1300 unfurnished,
$1400 furnished.
BURGDORFF REALTORS
Westfield Office
(908) 233-0065
EXPERIENCED CHILDCARE

Experienced, 5yrs+ in Westfield
area, 35 yr. old female, seeking
part-time work. Responsible,
Reliable, Fun, Nurturing.
Need to get out on weekends?
DON’T HESITATE, call today!
(908) 499-1814

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2006

Direct Line 908-301-2015

FURNITURE FOR SALE

www.hye-youngchoi.net hye-young@att.net

Red roll arm Sofa $20
Large roll arm chair $10
2 twin beds $20 ea.
2 desks $10 ea.
(908) 868-1332
FABULOUS

Window Treatments
Interior Designing
by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241
PIANO FOR SALE

Upright Lester piano.
Some keys not working. $40.
(908) 868-1332
PUBLIC NOTICE
RESOLUTION

See it all on the web in color . . .

SEEKING BABYSITTER

Westfield family w/ 1-yr-old and
spec. needs 3-yr-old seeking
sitter for flexible few hours during
the week and some weekend
nights. Pref. college or grad
student in OT, PT, speech or spec.
ed. Must have own trans.
Call Allison at (908) 232-5047.
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPANY
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TOWNHOUSE FOR SALE

CLASSIFIEDS

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.
Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.
5 years exp.
For each client you give me,
1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The Surgent’s Elite Level 8 boys gymnastics team

Thursday, February 28, 2008

WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains will require the
services of an Attorney during the year
2008; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law, N.J.S.A. (40 A-11-1et seq.), requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids be publicly advertised; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS
HEREBY RESOLVED by the Planning
Board of the Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, that Robert J. Pansulla, an
Attorney in the State of New Jersey, be
appointed Attorney to the Planning Board
for the period effective from February 25,
2008 to December 31, 2008.
This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because the services are
of such a qualitative nature as will not
permit the receipt of competitive bids due
to the subjective difference in the work
product of such persons and the fact that
the ethical requirements of such professionals will not permit such bidding.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 2/28/08, The Times
Fee: $29.07

Westfield . . . newly listed. Completely
renovated w/quality craftsmanship &
elegance. Incredible landscaping on
private .5 acre. Spectacular setting. 4
BR, 3 BTH hm. Spacious (20x17)
expanded deluxe cherry KIT w/vault
ceiling, eating area, French drs to dream
bkyrd, & patio. MBR w/French drs to
patio, embellished molding & luxurious
BTH w/ barrel ceil. Ref hwflrs, new
wndws, RF, 15 zn sprink sys, furnace.
A rare find!
$950,000. WSF0150

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555 Ext. 169

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday,
February 26, 2008 the following ordinances
entitled:
AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER VII TRAFFIC OF
THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, 1978 WITH REGARD
TO STOPPING OR STANDING
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE STORMWATER CONTROL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.
Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

were adopted on second and final reading.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 2/28/08, The Times
Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains will require the
services of an Engineer during the year
2008; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law, N.J.S.A. (40A-11-et sq.), requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids be publicly advertised; and
WHEREAS, the Planning Board wants
to retain Civil Engineer Paul Ferriero, P.E.
of Ferriero Engineering, a respected and
experienced municipal engineer, as the
Planning Board Engineer, providing he
can personally attend the Planning Board
meetings; and
WHEREAS, Paul Ferriero, P.E. has
agreed to personally attend each of the
Planning Board meetings which are shown
on the attached schedule, except for those
occasions when he is either on vacation or
sick, in which case, he will send a qualified
replacement.
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY
RESOLVED by the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains, New Jersey,
that Paul Ferriero, P.E. of Ferriero Engineering, be appointed Consulting Engineer to the Planning Board for the period
effective from January 1, 2008 to December 31, 2008.
This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because the services are
of such a qualitative nature as will not
permit the receipt of competitive bids due
to the subjective difference in the work
product of such persons and the fact that
the ethical requirements of such professionals will not permit such bidding.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 2/28/08, The Times
Fee: $39.78

CRANFORD

$979,500

Stunning Colonial features every amenity possible and
a spectacular 2003 Karl’s Kitchen with huge center
island and loads of cabinets completely open to a spacious Family Room. Includes 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths,
professional landscaping and a great location that is
near schools, downtown and train.

WESTFIELD

$1,785,000

Gracious Wychwood Colonial featuring 10 rooms includes 4 large Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, wood-burning fireplaces in both the Living Room and Library, superbly
updated Kitchen, bar with wine refrigerator, Formal
Dining Room, Family Room, Master Bedroom with
full bath and wall of closets and Recreation Room.

SUMMIT

$1,195,000

Gracious Tudor offers old world charm with many
updates. Features 9 rooms including 4 Bedrooms, 3.5
baths, Living Room with wood-burning fireplace,
gleaming wood floors, chestnut woodwork along with
updated Kitchen, baths, roof, patio and more.

WESTFIELD

$1,450,000

Very charming and spacious center hall Dutch Colonial with veranda style front porch. Includes a 15 x 10
foyer, Butler’s pantry, mud room, 5 Bedrooms on 2nd
floor, lots of built-ins and architectural detail. High
ceilings, updated Kitchen and baths, CAC new in 2000
and updated 200 amp electric.

UNION

$349,900

WESTFIELD

$1,375,000

Lovely Cape Cod with 6 rooms including 3 Bedrooms,
many updates, new furnace, CAC, roof, windows, siding, updated electric and more.

Charming Colonial in the heart of Wychwood. Offers gourmet, custom Granite & Rutt cherry cabinets,
Eat-In Kitchen with stainless steel appliances, gas fireplace shared with large Living Room. Dining Room
with chair-rail, large Master Bedroom with full bath
and custom closets.

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

$2,550,000

Classic Simpson 1920’s Shingle style home with 3’
eaves and sweeping roof lines. Offering 10 rooms and
including 5 Bedrooms, 4.5 baths, superb craftsmanship, design and architectural detail, using only the
finest materials with attention to every detail.

$1,799,000

This listing sold for 94% of its list price in only
16 days. Let us design a personalized marketing plan for your home. Contact any of our
extraordinary agents.
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Merkt Says Legislation
Circumvents Constitution
TRENTON — Assemblyman Richard Merkt (LD-25, Randolph) said
legislation passed by the General Assembly that pledges the state’s electoral votes to the national popular vote
winner, instead of the winner of the
New Jersey vote, is not only a circumvention of the U.S. Constitution, but it
would make the Garden State irrelevant in future Presidential elections.
“This legislation is a Constitutional
travesty. It’s a back-door end run of
the federal Constitution,” Mr. Merkt
said. “ This has to be the worst piece
of legislation I have seen in my 30
years in government.”
The bill, A-4225, enters New Jersey
into an interstate compact that pledges
the state’s electoral votes to the winner
of the national popular vote.
Mr. Merkt said the proposed law
is an attempt to circumvent the U.S.
Constitution as the Constitution can
only be amended by either an
amendment adopted by a super
majority of both Houses of Congress, then ratified by three-quarPUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
SPECIAL MEETING
The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on March
13, 2008 at 7:30 pm in Council Chambers
in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey to hear and
consider the following appeals:
07-22 Ralph Rapuano, Frank Altieri
and Allan Chrone, 734 Woodland Avenue, Block 1405, Lot 1 (Town of
Westfield), and Block 22-A, Lot 28 (Town
of Mountainside), and 10 Rodman Lane,
Block 1405, Lot 2 (Town of Westfield),
Block 22-A, Lot 31 (Town of
Mountainside) owned by William Ryan
and Jacqueline Britt; seeking minor subdivision approval with no variances. Applicants seeking to transfer approximately
1,887 square feet of rear yard of 734
Woodland Avenue (Town of Westfield)
and approximately 703 square feet of rear
yard (Town of Mountainside) to 10 Rodman Lane.
07-26(V) Ralph Rapuano, 766 & 772
Prospect Street, Block 603, Lots 44 &
45; seeking minor subdivision approval
with variances. Applicant proposed to subdivide the current properties and establish
three building lots.
Formal action may be taken.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen A. Nemeth
Recording Secretary, Planning Board
1 T - 2/28/08, The Leader
Fee: $40.29

ters of the states in the Union, or by
convening a Constitutional Convention, the recommendations would
also require three-quarters ratification by the states.
“This bill is nothing more than a
clever way around this obstacle by
providing that once a number of states,
comprising 270 votes in the Electoral
College, agree to cast all of their
votes for the winner of the national
popular vote, an interstate compact
will go into effect that determines the
winning ticket of a Presidential election,” Mr. Merkt said.
“It’s (the legislation) suicidal as far
as this state is concerned. The Electoral
College was created in such a way as to
protect the voices of less-populated
states. This legislation will effectively
silence those voices by allowing a handful of large states to decide Presidential
elections. As a result, there will be no
reason for candidates to campaign in
New Jersey.”

Vets Can Learn About
Benefits at UCC Event
CRANFORD – Union County
will hold an outreach event for veterans and their families at the
Cranford campus of Union County
College on Wednesday, March 5,
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the North
Lecture Hall, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue.
Represented will be the county’s
Department of Human Services, Division on Aging, the One-Stop Career Center, Paratransit, the Office
for the Disabled, the Division of
Social Services, Consumer Affairs,
the Union County Surrogate’s Office and the office of the Union
County Clerk, the U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs and the Social
Security office.
To attend this event, call (908) 6597407, or the toll-free Veterans Hotline
at (866) 640-7115.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board Meeting of the Township
of Scotch Plains on February 25, 2008, the
Board adopted the Resolution of Approval
for Francessco Sabata, t/a Mezzogiorno
Restaurant, 450 Park Avenue, Block 1105,
Lot 2 for modification of site plan to retain
the painted mural located on the side of
the existing building.
The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Planning Board and available for public inspection during regular
office hours.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 2/28/08, The Times
Fee: $16.32
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Letters to the Editor/Government
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Freeholder Board Heads Back
To TV – For Real This Time
More than 600 yesterdays ago, on July
7, 2006, Senator Raymond Lesniak’s
nephew, who is the appointed Union
County manager, was quoted in a StarLedger article headlined “Board Heads
back to TV.”
County manager George Devanney, at
the time, said, “This investment in our
sound system, PA and taping system will
ensure that the public, our constituents
and all entities that do business with the
county will continue to receive
information about our meetings in a timely
and accurate manner.”
The article went on to quote me as the
President of the Union County Watchdog
Association (UCWA), “…$78,000
seemed like an extraordinary amount to
pay for new equipment…For $80,000, I
would hope they would be webcasting
meetings, too.”
Later in the story, Sebastian D’Elia,
county public information officer, said,
“Actually, the county is looking into that.”
The county replaced its equipment in 2006,
but it never distributed the meetings to the
local cable stations, nor did it ever webcast
meetings. The bills the UCWA eventually
obtained through OPRA show the county
spent $110,000 for the new equipment.
The UCWA has been webcasting
freeholder meetings, as well as county
budget hearings, since January 2007. One
2008 Union County Watchdog Association
initiative is to have freeholder meetings
broadcast on the local cable channels.
Many towns have already moved to
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains will require the
services of a Consulting Planner during
the year 2008; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law, N.J.S.A. (40 A-11-1et seq.), requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services without competitive bids be publicly advertised; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS
HEREBY RESOLVED by the Planning
Board of the Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, that Mary M. Moody, PP,
191 Stony Brook Road, Branchburg, New
Jersey be appointed Consulting Planner
to the Planning Board for the period effective from January 1, 2008 to December 31,
2008 for planning reviews and board meeting attendance and, on an “as needed
bases” according to the 2008 Planning
Proposal submitted on January 14, 2008.
This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because the services are
of such a qualitative nature as will not
permit the receipt of competitive bids due
to the subjective difference in the work
product of such persons and the fact that
the ethical requirements of such professionals will not permit such bidding.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 2/28/08, The Times
Fee: $32.13
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TRENTON – New Jersey State Senate Republican Leader Tom Kean, Jr.
(LD-21, Westfield) issued the following statement regarding published comments made by Senator Ray Lesniak
(LD-20, Elizabeth) concerning the Public Benefit Corporation (PBC) component of the toll road tax proposal.
“Now that senior legislative Democrats have declared the foundation of
Governor Corzine’s road tax proposal
unworkable, it is time to move forward with a budget that does not rely
on revenues from the toll hike plan.
Prominent Democrat Senators have
now pronounced as DOA in the senate
any gas tax increase, any toll increases
for debt, and now the Governor’s ill
advised and quite likely unconstitutional PBC. It’s clear that the members
of his own party are now following
Republicans in the Legislature in rejecting the Governor’s vision.
“Republican senators are ready to
move forward forging a state budget
that cuts spending without taking
more from the pockets of working
families. During his state-of-the-state
message, the Governor spoke of
matching expenses to recurring revenues. The Governor’s actions must
match his rhetoric. He must seek real
substantive cuts across the board.”

1-800-351-1964
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Co.
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request these meetings and will begin to
air them shortly. Channel 26
programming is controlled by Comcast
and is broadcast to most Union County
towns.
The UCWA will routinely request the
meeting tape from the county through
OPRA (pay $15 for it) and drop it to
Comcast. The December 20 meeting will
be the first (the one the county claimed
didn’t exist until the UCWA asked the
Prosecutor’s Office to investigate) to be
aired, on February 28 at 9:30 p.m. Things
that make you go “Hmmm...”
In response to the UCWA’s recent
efforts to return freeholder meetings to
the cable-viewing audiences throughout
Union County, the county’s extensive
Office of Public Information has
revamped its efforts to distribute the
freeholders’ taxpayer-funded infomercial
and have begun dropping off their halfhour “Freeholder Forum” shows to cable
stations – but not meeting recordings.
The county has been promoting its
“Freeholder Forum” show, which usually
features a freeholder who is up for reelection, steadily on its website since
approximately a million yesterdays ago.
Tina Renna,
President, UCWA
Cranford
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Stender Supports Vets
GI Bill for 21st Century
Linda Stender, a Democratic candidate for Congress in the 7th District, said there is a “need for a change
in the way Washington D.C. treats
our veterans, so that we better support those who have sacrificed in service of this nation.”
“Supporting the troops’ shouldn’t
simply be a slogan, nor should our
support end when these soldiers come
back to American soil,” said Ms.
Stender, who serves in the state assembly. “We must be prepared to
honor our commitments to an entire
generation of brave men and women
returning home from war – especially
those who need assistance re-adjusting to civilian life or who were
wounded in the line of duty.
“I will fight to provide for those
who have risked their lives and personal safety with the benefits they’ve
earned and the help they’ve been
promised,” she said.
Ms. Stender said she supports legislation creating a “GI Bill for the
21st Century” to provide comprehensive educational benefits for soldiers
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan.
H.R. 2702 would make sure veterans
have the resources needed to succeed
in the modern world. The legislation
would provide up to four years of
tuition, books and fees, plus a monthly
stipend.
“When America’s greatest generation returned home from World War
II, the first GI bill helped our veterans
receive an education, take care of
their families and chart their future,”
Ms. Stender said. “Today, Congress
should continue to provide our men
and women in uniform with opportunities and assistance worthy of their
sacrifice. When our soldiers return
home from war, we should help them
get a leg up, not turn our backs on
them.”
She said the Department of Veterans Affairs estimates nearly 200,000
veterans across the United States are
homeless and that recent studies found
6,500 of New Jersey’s veterans are

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

homeless, and over 12,000 more are
on the brink of homelessness.
Ms. Stender said policy experts are
warning of increased rates of
homelessness among veterans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan. Moreover, higher than expected rates of
post-traumatic stress disorder and
traumatic brain injuries, in conjunction with large numbers of veterans
paying over 50 percent of their income on rent, have triggered alarm
among advocates for both veterans
and the homeless.
“We must stand with our veterans
in their time of need, just as they have
stood up for us in the line of battle,”
said Ms. Stender. “With young soldiers being denied healthcare, having
trouble finding jobs or paying for
school and even living on the streets
– it is crystal clear that we need a
change in Washington. A good start
would be getting rid of the bureaucratic backlog that is stopping disabled veterans from getting the care
and respect they have earned.”

Mrs. Baker to Recall
Philathalians’ Shows
FANWOOD – Charlotte Baker,
an actress and playwright with the
former Philathalians of Fanwood,
will speak at the Fanwood Museum at the historic Fanwood Railroad Station on Sunday, March 2,
at 2 p.m. The railroad station is
located at North and Martine Avenues in Fanwood.
She will show slides of theatrical
productions of the past, with an
emphasis on the sets designed by
former Fanwood resident Bob
Thayer. With his artistic talents,
Mr. Thayer created for the audience the illusion of a fourth wall of
the set.
Mrs. Baker also will talk about
the history of the community drama
group that performed in various
venues in the borough from 1932 to
1998. The group began as a way to
provide inexpensive entertainment
during the Depression.
A Fanwood resident for many
years, Mrs. Baker appeared in leading roles in many of the Philathalian
shows and wrote scripts for three of
the major productions and many of
the workshops. She also loved sewing and organizing costumes and
will bring an example of her work
on one show’s wardrobes.
The Fanwood Historic Preservation Commission will sponsor this
presentation.
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2 and 1/2 popcorns

Gosh, what a tough love life political
consultant/adman Will Hayes (Ryan
Reynolds) is shown to navigate inAdam
Brooks’s Definitely, Maybe. He is commanded to tell the tale of woe, in sweetly
articulated flashbacks he apprises of
Emily (Elizabeth Banks), Summer
(Rachel Weisz) and April (Isla Fisher),
by his 11-year-old daughter Maya
(Abigail Breslin).
It being the eve of Mom and Dad’s
divorce, we understand the fears that
have prompted this curiosity in the
quixotic star of Little Miss Sunshine
(2006). She’s uncertain just how she
figures in the scenario. What we will
never quite comprehend is just how this
rather ordinary soap salesman has come
to live the life of a veritable Casanova.
Ryan Reynolds is hardly in the same
league as the three attractive ladies
shown to toy with his heart. The inclusion of at least one ‘plain Jane’ might
have given his character a needed crease
of credibility. Still, a comfy tone is
created as doubtlessly loving dad aims
to assure darling daughter, via the tale
of his courtships, of her premier role in
his life.
When she won’t slumber, he agrees
to the unorthodox bedtime story, but
only if the love interests are given pseudonyms. Maya is not to know right off
which damsel becomes mom.” Cool,
it’s like a mystery love story,” opines
the little girl. So, back, back we go…to
college, youthful idealism and the first
Clinton campaign.
Recently graduated, political activist
Will is excited when Bubba’s people
ask that he come to NewYork to lend his
expertise in the unseating of George
H.W. Bush. Then-girlfriend Emily, portrayed by Elizabeth Banks, sees the
handwriting on the wall. The conversation goes something like, “Yeah, I’ll
follow later. No you go, you go.” He
does.
The first rude awakening Will experiences, after arriving in the Big Apple,
where the rest of the film will take
place, is that his initial, crucial role in
the Presidential race is donut gofer.
He’s also the toilet paper getter, and
soon comes to be known as such. Secondly, he learns the truth of that phrase,
“Out of sight, out of mind.” Emily
who?

NJIO Outreach
Ensemble to Perform
AREA – After performing at
Westfield Senior Housing in February,
the outreach ensemble of the NJ
Intergenerational Orchestra will perform at the Clark Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in March.
The outreach ensemble is composed
of string players from the larger orchestra who perform for free at area nursing
homes and senior centers. The orchestra brings together musicians of different ages and abilities, from elementary
school students to senior citizens.
For more information about NJIO,
visit njio.org or call (908) 522-0100.

Nevertheless, soon fancified and
hopelessly caught up in the energy (a
word he says he despises) of Gotham,
he’s soon doing like the Romans. The
excitement that accompanies youth and
the great possibilities it promises make
each action seem momentous. Especially the delivery of a long-lost diary to
Emily’s college roommate, Summer.
All grown up and perhaps proving it
by living with her grad school mentor
and famous American author, Hampton Roth (Kevin Kline), Summer, acted
by Rachel Weisz, reeks of cosmopolitan. She’s just the thing for a waif from
Wisconsin in need of validation, and a
handy tour guide to the big time. That
she’s unattainable makes it even more
enticing.
Other flames follow. Meanwhile,
Maya is all ears, and a bit abashed. “I
can’t believe you smoked. And what’s
the word for boy slut?” she asks during
an interlude in the saga. You see, she
just learned about sex in school, at least
the technicalities…just enough to be
precociously cute.
For instance, she speculates, if sex is
for making babies, and requires all that
effort (she goes into more graphic detail than blushing Dad would prefer),
then how is it that her little friend at
school is certain he was a mistake?
Here the film wins its stripes. Dad’s
answers display a level of well-meaning equivocation only a spinmeister
could conjure.
Dr. Spock would approve. Will turns
the touching interrogation into what is
essentially a critically needed bonding
session. Maya must know that she
wasn’t a mistake, a mere byproduct of
this seemingly haphazard mating process her bewildered adult counterparts
just can’t seem to get right.
Pity is, if you consider the current
moral landscape, the high-minded têteà-tête is more wishful thinking than
reality. But then, the movies have long
held that, absent the epiphanic truth, a
comforting fantasy will do just as well.
Definitely, Maybe sufficiently proffers
that the art of parenting hasn’t completely skidded off the runway.
The love story aspect doesn’t manage as effective a consolation. Granted,
there are a goodly share of trivial truths
and a healthy smattering of laughs to be
had in this minor league version of The
Way We Were (1973). But insofar as
originality, very little isn’t wrapped in
that same old convention: the inquisitive child as wise matchmaker.
Other faults undermine the effort,
weak characterization being the chief
culprit. Oh, the ladies are OK, especially Isla Fisher as April, the at once
tough but winsome free spirit. But Mr.
Reynolds’s inability to imbue the neither here nor there Will with a tad more
texture keeps Definitely, Maybe from
being a more certain movie-going
choice.
***
Definitely, Maybe, rated PG-13, is a
Universal Pictures release directed by
Adam Brooks and stars Ryan Reynolds,
Abigail Breslin and Isla Fisher. Running time: 112 minutes.

Hickory Tree Chorus Offers
$1,000 Music Scholarship
AREA – Hickory Tree Chorus, a
chapter of SweetAdelines International,
is accepting applications for its annual
$1,000 scholarship, which is given to a
talented young woman interested in
pursuing a music career.
Qualified high-school senior girls
with good academic records and exceptional talent in vocal music are encouraged to apply. Students should also
have applied for acceptance into a music program at a college or university.
Applicants must submit an audiotape or CD of a short performance
demonstrating their particular talents.
Tapes may include accompaniment, as
needed. Completed applications and
audiotapes or CDs must be received by
April 14.
High-school guidance departments
in more than 50 communities have in-

formation and applications. Applications are also available by e-mailing
info@hickorytreechorus.org or printing
it
directly
from
hickorytreechorus.org.
Hickory Tree Chorus rehearses and
welcomes guests on Wednesdays at
7:30 p.m. at the New Jersey Youth
Symphony Music Center, located at
570 CentralAvenue in New Providence.
This year marks its 40th year as a
chapter of SweetAdelines International,
a worldwide organization of women
singers committed to advancing the
musical art form of barbershop harmony through education and performance.
With almost 27,000 members worldwide, Sweet Adelines International is
one of the world’s largest women’s
singing organizations.

Fame Game Competition
Seeks New Jersey Singers
STATE – New Jersey residents, between the ages of 6 and 22, who enjoy
singing can enter the NJ Fame Game
for a chance to win a scholarship.
Contestants at all skill levels are now
being sought.
The competition will be held on
April 13, between 2 and 5 p.m. at The
Mill at Spring Lake Heights. Contestants can enter the competition for
free by registering on the phone.
All guests and attendees are required to purchase tickets for $10,
with all proceeds from ticket sales
going to support Prevent Child AbuseNJ, a non-profit organization located
in New Brunswick and Newark aimed
at helping children.
A panel of celebrity judges, along
with the audience, will judge the competition. Contestants can choose any
style of music – from show tunes to
country and pop. Performances will
be held in a karaoke format, but contestants can also bring their own music, and/or acoustic instrument or sing
a cappella.
Contestants must indicate at registration what song they will sing.
Registration is free for contestants
registering by March 31. Last-minute
entries will be allowed on the day of the

event; however, those entrants will be
subject to the $10 ticket charge.
To register, call the event coordinator, HollyRock/Miller Communications
of Princeton, at (609) 919-9292, extension 212, during normal business hours.
Or, register online by visiting
njfamegame.com.

Arts Guild of Rahway Executive Director Lawrence Cappiello’s “Painted Pony”

Animal Art Produces
‘Menagerie’ at AGR
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – Lions and tigers and
bears…oh my!
The Arts Guild of Rahway (AGR)
recently became a menagerie when
an exhibit of the same name graced
its walls and floors.
Depictions of cats, chimpanzees,
ponies, deer, wolves and many more
four-limbed creatures formed a colorful and artistic zoo.
Some of the offerings of this 17–
artist exhibit, which ended February
8, were lighthearted and playful.
Take AGR’s Executive Director
Lawrence Cappiello’s “Painted Pony”
and “Leaping Deer,” for example.
Brilliant color and large size combined to give these two acrylics on
canvas a magical, mythical feeling.
A pair of roosters by Alessandra
Exposito sparkled. Titled “Midnight
Lady” and “High Stepper,” they were
created with acrylic, enamel and
rhinestones.
Neil Korn’s contribution to “Menagerie” consisted of a series of dog
paintings that he viewed as the combination of the adoption of a pet and
the outgrowth of the portraits he had
painted about himself.

“The
dog
becomes…a
metaphor…an
extension
of
myself...relating in very basic ways
to the world around me,” Mr. Korn
said.
Three of Elissa Merkl’s works,
“Cat’s Up,” “Grid Lock” and “Swan
Lake,” demonstrated the power of
serigraphy to play bold colors against
subtle.
“I found I have barely scratched the
surface of this ‘ancient’ process,
which lends itself well to experimentation,” she said.
Other artists represented animals
in two and three dimensions via photography, sculpture, mixed media and
print.
Through March 14, AGR presents
“Red Saw in Rahway.” According to
AGR, it will “exhibit and promote
both established and emerging contemporary artists.”
Lowell Craig, Asha Ganpat, Seth
Goodwin and D.C. Smith guest curate an exhibit of nearly a dozen featured artists.
AGR is located at 1670 Irving Street
in Rahway.
For more information about “Red
Saw in Rahway” or AGR, call (732)
381-7511 or visit rahwayartsguild.org.

Summer Workshop 2008
To Hold Info. Session
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Summer Workshop (WSW), a division of
the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA), will hold an information session on Sunday, March 9, from 1 to 3
p.m. at the NJWA studios at 150-152
East Broad Street in Westfield.
During that time period, the WSW
coordinator and registrar will be available to answer questions regarding
the 2008 program of arts, crafts, communications, dance, drama, kaleidoscope, music and musical theater.
The program, for students in preschool to grade 8, will be held from
June 30 until July 31 at Edison Intermediate School on Rahway Avenue,
Westfield, from 8:30 a.m. until 12:30
p.m. It also provides an early-morning
drop off and full day of programming in
conjunction with the Westfield YMCA.
The Summer Stage Theater, for
students in grades 6 though 10, will

present a fully staged production of
The Wiz, the funk-rock contemporary
musical based on “The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz,” by Frank Baum, with
book by William Brown and music
and lyrics by Charlie Smalls. No audition is necessary to enroll in this
theatrical production.
The staff of the WSW program
consists of degreed and/or certified
teachers, experienced performers and
professional artists who provide students with a safe and comfortable
atmosphere in which to enjoy the
arts. A registered nurse is on duty
during the regular morning program.
For more information, call (908)
518-1551 to receive a 16-page full
color brochure or visit the NJWA
studios on March 9 to speak to the
registrar in person. Additional information
is
available
on
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Oratorio Singers to Present
Bach’s Mass In B Minor
WESTFIELD – The Oratorio Singers of Westfield with soloists and
orchestra will offer Johann Sebastian
Bach’s Mass in B minor on Sunday,
March 9, at 3 p.m. at the First United
Methodist Church in Westfield.
For this chorus of about 85 singers,
this will be the 28th annual performance of major choral works with
orchestra to take place in the sanctuary of the church.
The B minor Mass of J. S. Bach has
long been considered one of the great
works of choral music. Its craftsmanship, coupled with its joyous, dark
and sometimes-exultant moods, has
made this a true gem even among
Bach’s works.
The Mass, which begun in 1733
and finished in the last years of Bach’s
life, can be a considered a summation
of Bach’s musical skill, technical mastery, artistic imagination and religious
faith. It contains some of Bach’s most
glorious music. The work is largely
written for five-part chorus, but Bach
also included some choruses in six
parts and double chorus.
The soloists for the concert will

include Rachel Rosales, soprano;
Patrizia Conte, alto; Scott McCoy,
tenor; and baritone, Elem Eley. Music director Trent Johnson, director of
music and arts at the First United
Methodist Church, will conduct the
concert.
Mr. Johnson is also known to many
as an organist, composer and pianist.
As conductor of the Oratorio Singers,
Mr. Johnson has led this organization
in much of the standard literature for
chorus and orchestra, including works
of Bach, Handel, Haydn, Mozart,
Verdi, Dello Joio, Bernstein, Kodály,
Poulenc and others. He has also conducted three premieres of his own
works.
More background and facts about
the Oratorio Singers are available on
westfieldnj.com/oratorio.
For ticket and general information,
call the First United Methodist Church
office, open daily from 8:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m., at (908) 233-4211. The
church and sanctuary are wheelchairaccessible. Parking is available in the
church lot off of Ferris Place, on
adjacent streets and in nearby lots.

Fashion Show to Help
Fight Heart Disease
MOUNTAINSIDE — Breathe Fitness Studio of Mountainside and FIT
Activewear of Westfield are sponsoring a fashion show to raise money to
fight heart disease tomorrow, February
29, from 7 to 10 p.m. at the Breathe
Fitness studio, 1055 Route 22 East in
Mountainside (next to Loews Theater).
Models will display FIT
Activewear’s new line of tennis, exercise and sport clothing for the active
woman. Wine, cheese and canapés
will be served.
Breathe Fitness Studio is a private
by-appointment only, personal training and group fitness studio.
For more information, visit
BreatheFitnessStudio.com or contact
(908) 301-0123.
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Roosevelt Students Warm
Up Their Dancing Shoes

Definitely, Maybe: Kind Of A
Sort Of ‘Sleepless in Manhattan’
By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER

Thursday, February 28, 2008

BACH TO THE FUTURE…The Oratorio Singers, soloists and orchestra, as well as
conductor Trent Johnson perform in concert at the First United Methodist Church
in Westfield. In March, the Oratorio Singers will present Bach’s Mass in B minor.

WESTFIELD – The students of dancing, but he quickly discovers that
Roosevelt Intermediate School will the town has banned dancing.
present Footloose: The Musical beThe ordinance to ban dancing was
tween March 7 and 9 in the school passed due to pressure from Reverauditorium at 301 Clark Street. Per- end Shaw Moore, the local minister,
formances on Friday, March 7, and whose son died in a car crash after a
Saturday, March 8, will begin at 7:30 dance many years before.
p.m., and the performance on Sunday
Ren, with the support of his friends,
March 9 will begin at 2 p.m.
including the minister’s daughter,
Ariel, eventually
Footloose
is
based on the popuconvinces Reverlar film released in
end Moore that,
1984 starring Kevin
“Dancing is not a
Bacon. A stage vercrime,” and he alsion debuted on
lows the teenagers
Broadway in 1998
to have a dance.
and won four Tony
Members of the
Awards, including
cast and crew, unone for Best Origider the direction of
nal Score and the CUT LOOSE...Roosevelt students ready Annie Howe and
soundtrack album their dancing shoes for Footloose. Nicole LaFleur
hit number one on the Billboard charts. Amadeo, are working on their vocals
The performance will feature up- and choreography in preparation for
beat songs such as “Holding Out for the March 7 curtain.
Tickets can be purchased in ada Hero,” “Let’s Hear It for the Boy”
vance for $8 and will be sold at
and the title song, “Footloose.”
The story centers on Ren Roosevelt Intermediate School on
McCormack, who relocates from March 4, 5 and 6 between 2:45 and
Chicago to the small Midwestern town 3:30 p.m. Tickets will also be availof Bomont. Ren, like most teenagers, able at the door before each perforis free-spirited and enjoys music and mance for $10.

FUNKY TOWN…Above, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School seniors Paul
Spicer (right) and Kevin O’Connell (left) perform the saxophone solo from the
piece “I Got a Funky Songo in my Heart,” arranged by Rich DeRosa. Below,
senior Johnathan Lieblich plays a trumpet solo on the song “Way to Go” by Lenny
Niehaus.

Jazz Festival Takes Place Tomorrow Night
SCOTCH PLAINS –The 11th annual Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Jazz Festival continues on Friday, February 29, at 5
p.m. at the SPFHS Manya Ungar
Auditorium. The first night of the
festival, held on February 19, was
hosted by “Spiffy Jazz” and highlighted the performances of many
senior musicians.
The SP-F Jazz Festival, in conjunction with the International Association of Jazz Educators (IAJE), has, in
recent years, become one of the pre-

mier high school jazz events held in
the state of New Jersey.
On Friday, February 29, beginning
at 5 p.m., Spiffy Jazz and the SP-F
Jazz Lab band will perform, along
with the 2007 Division II N.J. State
Champion Moonglowers Jazz Band
from SPFHS.
Joining them on February 29 are
the premier jazz bands from eight
New Jersey high schools – Westfield,
South
Plainfield,
Carteret,
Willingboro, Northern Burlington,
Jackson, Bridgewater and J.P. Stevens.

Pearl Street Displays
Sculptural Baskets
AREA – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders will present
an exhibit of sculptural baskets woven by Elisa Kessler-Caporale in
the gallery space at the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, located at 633 Pearl
Street in Elizabeth.
A selection of her one-of-a-kind
art baskets entitled, “Shapes and

Forms,” is on display at the Pearl
Street Gallery until April 3. Gallery
hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
weekdays.
Ms. Kessler-Caporale is a professional basket maker who lives in
Summit. Although she weaves tra-

Congregational Church
Musicales Continue
WESTFIELD – The First Congregational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, will continue its
Mid-Day Musicales concerts for the
season of Lent with a program by the
trio of flutist Laura Karel George,
oboist Carolyn Pollak and clarinetist
William Shadel on Wednesday, March
5, at noon.
These free half-hour concerts are
presented in the church sanctuary and
are followed by a soup-and-sandwich
luncheon available for $6 in the church
social hall, Patton Auditorium.
All three performers have had notable careers performing with various orchestras and chamber music
organizations, including the New
York Philharmonic, the Metropolitan Opera, New York City Ballet,
the New Jersey Symphony and the
New Jersey Chamber Music Society.
For the luncheon on March 5,
Hershey’s Subs and Delicatessen in
Westfield has agreed to donate sandwiches.
For further information or to make
luncheon reservations (optional), call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

Elisa Kessler-Caporale’s Crimson Tides

ditional baskets, she is known for
the unique contemporary baskets,
which often incorporate found objects, paper, pottery and bark. She
has woven with cardboard from
cracker boxes and is working on a
series of reed and copper tubing
work.
She has exhibited in many juried
shows throughout the United States
and recently won a sculpture prize
at the Visual Arts Center of New
Jersey in Summit.
Union County artists, whose works
can be hung on a wall, interested in
exhibiting in the gallery space are
welcome to apply.
For more information about the
Pearl Street Gallery or to learn about
other programs and services, contact
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, N.J. 07202 or call (908)
558-2550. N.J. Relay users can dial
711. E-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.
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Pirates of Penzance Sails in to Kean,
Capturing Audiences at Wilkins
By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY

NJSO Celebrates 85th Year,
Valentine’s Day at Prudential Hall

The New Jersey Symphony Orchestra presented “Bravo Broadway,” a romantic evening of
song. Notable Broadway singers, from left to right, Melissa Errico, Gary Mauer and Susan
Egan headlined a program that ranged from time-honored classics, such as My Fair Lady,
Chicago and Funny Girl, to newer hits, including Wicked and Beauty and the Beast.
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK – Many women in the
audience at New Jersey Symphony
Orchestra’s (NJSO) Bravo Broadway,
on February 16, carried single roses
or wore red in honor of Valentine’s
Day.
With a roll of powerful tympani,
the strains of “Some People” from
the popular musical Gypsy signaled
that everything would be “Coming
up Roses.”
Prudential Hall at New Jersey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) provided the glorious setting of the electric night, which celebrated the 85th
season of the NJSO and the debut of
conductor Jason Howland. A composer, musical supervisor and producer, Mr. Howland has conducted
on Broadway for 12 years.
Tenor Gary Mauer started the
evening with Gypsy’s, “All I Need is
the Girl,” displaying why he had
performed on Broadway and in traveling Broadway productions
throughout America and Singapore
for years.
From that upbeat number, the
smooth sound and the rhythmic syncopation of bongo drums and maracas of Cole Porter’s “Begin the

Beguine” flooded up to the highest
tier of the acoustically superior auditorium.
Then, the female vocalists were
introduced: Susan Egan, who starred
in Broadway’s Thoroughly Modern
Millie, and Melissa Errico, who made
her Broadway debut as Cosette in
Les Misérables and recently starred
in the California revival of My Fair
Lady.
Mr. Howland kept a wonderfully
brisk tempo for “I Could Have Danced
All Night,” which Ms. Errico sang
with aplomb.
Making his NJSO debut, Mr.
Howland interspersed bits of his personal history and colorful anecdotes,
so that the audience might better know
him.
He spoke of losing his first church
job, when he was a teenager, after
playing a rendition of a Guns ’N
Roses piece during communion. With
that confession, he removed his jacket,
revealing a sketched skull on the back
of his vest.
The orchestra presented selections
from West Side Story, penned by one
of Mr. Howland’s favorite composers, Leonard Bernstein. The trombone and brass section sparkled in
“Tonight.” A haunting French horn,

piano and harp led the melodious
strings for an ethereal musical moment in “Somewhere.”
The percussion section shone in
the cacophonous “America,” which
came to a dramatic halt for a poignant
“Maria” duet by Ms. Errico and Mr.
Mauer.
The varied evening also featured
numbers from the musicals Chicago,
Cabaret, Finnegan’s Rainbow and
Hairspray.
The second act brought trios and
solos that showcased the qualities of
the vocalists. Especially outstanding
were the trios of Abba’s songs from
Mama Mia and “I’m Not Getting
Married Today” from Sondheim’s
Company.
Memorable solos included Ms.
Errico’s emotional version of “Don’t
Cry for Me, Argentina,” from Evita,
which featured a majestic orchestral
accompaniment.
Ms. Egan gave a dramatic rendition of “Defying Gravity” from
Wicked. Mr. Mauer’s “Music of the
Night” from Phantom of the Opera
literally stopped the show with his
command of crescendo and phrasing.
Blockbuster tunes — from classic
Broadway to contemporary shows —
blossomed under Mr. Howard’s baton, with the orchestra providing a
rousing complement to the superb
voices.
A quick costume change for the
vocalists and the hilarious “Age of
Aquarius” encore left the audience
humming all the way home.

A Division of the
New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts

Union County’s
Professional
Opera Company
presents

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – A mammoth black flag
sporting a bone-white skull and the
single word “Pirates” adorns Kean
University’s Wilkins Theater, signaling that The Pirates of Penzance has set
sail, and theatre fans should not miss
the ‘pirated’ boat.
When the musical opens, the ship,
“This Ain’t the Pinafore,” docks on the
rocky shores of Cornwall, England, on
February 29, 1869, and 13 pirates meander onto the stage followed by Ruth
(Kelly Bennett), the caretaker of
Frederic (Jeff Ronan), a 21-year-old
pirate celebrating both his birthday and
the end of his apprenticeship.
In Ruth’s confession of “When
Frederic was a Lad,” she sings that she
was instructed to give Frederic to “pilots” when he was 5 years old, but due
to her hearing problem, she mistook the
word for “pirates.”
Thus begins a series of misunderstandings, mix-ups and confusion that
make for a hilarious night of music and
mayhem in the two-act comedic opera
written by Gilbert and Sullivan.
Director Holly Logue’s version of
the classic is the modernized one Joseph Papp brought to New York City’s
Central Park, featuring a more swashbuckling Pirate King and lead character Frederic, and broader humor than
the 1879 original.
Early on, the Pirate King (Jules
Jorgensen) tells Frederic to operate his
life “always in the dictates of your
conscience.” This proves to be the pivotal statement on which Frederic’s very
existence and the opera’s story revolves.
Thereafter, a dozen maidens, in their
pastel-colored, knee-length bloomers
and matching tops and parasols, carrying butterfly nets and badminton rackets, come on the scene ready for an
afternoon of frolicking by the sea.
Frederic, who has never seen a female – except for his caretaker, 47year-old Ruth – is agog with the lovelies

Summit Symphony
Presents Next Concert
SUMMIT – The Summit Symphony
Orchestra will present its next concert
of the 2007-08 season on Sunday, March
9, at 3 p.m., at the Summit High School,
located on Kent Place Boulevard.
The concert will include music by
Weber, Bruch and Mendelssohn. The
featured soloist is violinist Peter
Winograd. A pre-concert lecture begins at 2:15 p.m.
Under the direction of conductor
James Sadewhite, the Summit Symphony Orchestra will perform the
Overture to the opera Oberon by Carl
Maria von Weber, Symphony No. 5
(Reformation) by Felix Mendelssohn
and the Concerto No. 1 for Violin by
Max Bruch.
For more information about this
concert and about the Summit Symphony
Orchestra,
visit
summitsymphonynj.org
Admission for this concert is free.

SP-F Arts Association
Travels to the Met
SCOTCH PLAINS –The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
will make its spring trip to The Metropolitan Museum of Art on Thursday, March 27.
Attendees will get to view the newly
renovated galleries that house the
museum’s 19th- and 20th-Century
European paintings and sculptures.
The works of Courbet, a painter
and pioneering figure in the history
of art, and Poussin, the classic 17thCentury French master, will be on
display.
The Met will feature Poussin’s
“Arcadian Visions,” an exhibit of some
40 paintings and drawings depicting
nature.
The bus will leave the Scotch Plains
municipal parking lot at 8:30 a.m. and
return at about 3:30 p.m. The cost of the
bus transportation is $28. The cost to
enter the museum is additional and paid
directly to the museum upon entry.
Call Anne Gibbons at (908) 2322631 for reservations.

Madama Butterfly

Puccini’s

8 PM Friday, March 7
2 PM Sunday, March 9
Conducted by Mark Hyczko
Directed by Fausto PIneda
Performed with English Supertitles

CDC THEATRE 78 Winans Ave. Cranford, NJ

For Tickets call (908) 731-1377
$50 Pre-performance lecture/sushi dinner/preferred seating
$30 Adults $25 Seniors
Assigned Seating

but is especially enthralled with Mabel,
(Kristen Bussiere) while Edith (Lacey
Jones) and Kate (Stephanie Chelton)
and the other sisters titter and giggle
over the handsome lad.
Enter their papa, Major General
Stanley (Kevin Gilbert), cradling his
adorable caramel-colored canine, PeaCoat the Pekinese.
When the pirates return, confusion
ensues.
The second act is set in the moonlit
ruins of Tremorden Castle, with the
General blubbering, his daughters running around in nightgowns, Ruth and
the Pirate King breaking and entering,
and policemen dancing while chasing
pirates. It’s marvelous musical madness.
From the first number, the visual
effects are a smorgasbord of delectable delights. Great lighting designed
by Nadine Charlsen showcases the
massive sienna of brown/black craggy
cliffs.
The gigantic stage is afforded even
more space with an extension into the
first few rows of seats, all the while
hiding the crisp 13-piece orchestra,
nicely directed by Warren Helms.
Alexis Forster’s excellent costuming
includes colorful touches and an authentic ‘puffy-shirt’ for the Pirate King,
as well as delicate period pieces for the

A ROLLICKING BAND OF PIRATES WE...Kean University’s Premiere Stages
presents its take on the popular Gilbert and Sullivan comedic opera, The Pirates
of Penzance. Above, the pirates, from left to right, Eric Woodring, Justin
Friedman, Ralph Saro, Shabazz Green, T.J. McNeill, Charlie DelRisco, Matt Ruf,
Jules Jorgensen and Greg Scalera prepare to pounce.

Teen and Y
outh Ar
twork
Youth
Art
Children’s Specialized Hosp.
Displays County Teen Arts
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
announced that the 2007 Teen Arts
Traveling Exhibit is on display at the
Children’s Specialized Hospital, located at 150 New Providence Road in
Mountainside, through February 29.
The exhibit consists of 60 pieces of
art selected from more than 600 visual artworks shown at the 2007 Union
County Teen Arts Festival, held in
March, at Union County College in
Cranford.
The Union County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, in the Department of Parks and Community
Renewal, administers the annual
event.
“The artwork in this exhibit is exceptional. The fact that the artists are
teenagers makes the show even more
outstanding,” said Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski, liaison to the Union
County Cultural and Heritage Advisory Board.
The 2007 Teen Arts Traveling Exhibit includes works by:

Mountainside
Scotland Preston, Deerfield School;

Scotch Plains
Kevin Aubourg, Union County Vo-Tech
Heather Pasko, Union County Vo-Tech
Sayeed Dean, Hillcrest Academy-South

Westfield
Bryan Chen, Edison Intermediate School
Dan Mandelbaum, Edison Intermediate
Monica Sousa, Beadleston HS
Kathia Salguero, Hillcrest Academy North

For information about the Teen Arts

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Since 1934

Box Office: 908.232.1221 Opens 1 week before show
Reserved Seating - All Curtain times 8 PM

“The Uninvited”

“Forever Plaid”

A Mystery
By Tim Kelly

Written & Originally Directed & Choreographed

A Musical

By Stuart Ross

Adapted from a novel by
Dorothy Macardle

Musical Continuity Supervision & Arrangements

Mar 1, *7, 8, 14 & 15

Apr 26, May *2, 3, *9, 16 & 17

Single Tickets $15

Single Tickets $20

By James Raitt
Originally Produced By Gene Wolsk

* Membership tickets not honored on Benefit nights

March 7 Benefit Performance is $25 for Westfield Historical Society

Call 908.232.9568 For membership & Group Sales
Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State,
a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs

Pottery

Jewelry

Metal

ladies.
Fight captain Eric Woodring’s vision of sword-fighting and stunt coordinator Rick Sordelet’s choreographed flying leaps provide great
fun for the sword-swinging pirates
and audience, alike.
The Police Sergeant (T.J. McNeill)
leads the bumbling cops, who all affect
wonderful Charlie Chaplin-esque
moves and Ray Bolger-like (“The
Scarecrow” in The Wizard of Oz) legs
thanks to Kean’s resident choreographer Michele Mossay-Cuevas.
Megan Bussiere as coquettish
Mabel, T.J. McNeill as the rubberlegged tap-dancing Police Sergeant,
Jeff Ronan as the heroically dutiful
Frederic, Kelly Bennett as the Irish
old maid Ruth, Jules Jorgensen as the
dashing Pirate King and Kevin Gilbert as the hilarious Major General
turn in especially fine performances.
Daughters Kate (Stephanie
Chelston), Edith (Lacey Jones) and
Isabel (Samantha Giustiniani) are
memorable.
When Mabel and Frederic fall in
love, the other girls wonder “What
Ought We Do?” In response to the
girls’ cry, theatre goers know the
proper response ; instead of “Talking
About the Weather,” it is time to hop
aboard for a rollicking good time.

Glass

Textiles

Wood

Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com
221 North Ave East, Westfield

908-654-0444

program, contact the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth
07202 or call (908) 558-2550. N.J.
Relay service users should call 711,
or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

IKEA Elizabeth Hosts
County Artwork
COUNTY – Artwork from various
schools in Union County is being
showcased for the Art Educators of
New Jersey’s (AENJ) Youth Art
Month, an annual observance each
March in New Jersey to emphasize
the value of art education for all children and to encourage support for
quality school art programs.
Union County’s IKEA Youth Art
Month exhibit held at IKEA Elizabeth on Ikea Drive in Elizabeth, from
now through March 31. Artwork from
students in grades K to 12 is on display, and each student artist will receive an award.
Youth Art Month celebrates the
state’s talented youngsters. Youth Art
Month provides a forum for acknowledging skills that are fostered through
experience in the visual arts.
Visitors to the IKEA Youth Art
Month Exhibit will see a variety of
media, such as pastels, acrylic paints
and pencil. Three-dimensional
projects, drawings, paintings, prints
and photographs are exhibited to showcase the art programs throughout
Union County.
All artwork is also on view at
artsonia.com/unioncounty1.

Downtown Westfield
Celebrates Art Month
WESTFIELD – For the 13th consecutive year, the nationally proclaimed
Youth Art Month is being celebrated in
March. Seventy downtown merchants
will display artwork produced by approximately 400 students from the
Westfield Public Schools.
The displays include paintings,
drawings, sculpture and painted furniture designed by students from kindergarten through 12th grade from
each of Westfield’s nine public
schools.
In addition to the downtown displays in March, this is the first year
artwork will be exhibited at the
Westfield Memorial Library. In the
two new large display cases, erected
during the library’s renovation, visitors may view artwork marking
Westfield children’s artistic development throughout the ages.
Linda King, fine arts supervisor,
commended the students, teachers and
local merchants for making this annual event possible.
“These exhibits represent a sampling of the wonderful art created by
hundreds of Westfield students under
the direction of our 19 art teachers.
Also, be sure to attend the District Art
Show at Westfield High School in the
month of May,” she said.

