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SIXTY CENTS

County Mg. Releases $436.8 Mil.
Budget; Taxes to Jump 6 Percent
leases and concession agreements to
improve efficiencies at the county’s
ELIZABETH — Union County
golf facilities. He said the county
taxes will jump $15.4 million under
would look to maximize usage of the
a $255.3 million tax levy unveiled
courses, seek private investment to
by County Manager George
enhance the quality of its golf faciliDevanney last week. The tax levy
ties and strive to increase attendance
accounts for 58 percent of the
and community participation.
county’s total revenue stream to fund
The county manager said he is rea $436.8 million spending plan. The
questing that non-union employees
overall budget is up $22.4 million
increase their contributions for health
over last year.
insurance by “as much as 1.5 percent
County taxes have risen from
of their salaries.” These same em$150.1 million in 2000 to $255.3
ployees will have their raises delayed
million this year – an increase of
until July 1. Mr. Devanney said that
$104 million over an eight-year span.
health insurance payroll deductions
Mr. Devanney told reporters at last
and delaying raises would produce
Thursday’s freeholders
$1 million in savings. He
meeting that the average
said county employees have
county taxpayer would pay
had payroll deductions for
$82 more in county taxes
health care for 10 years.
this year.
In
response
to
He said county employDecember’s escape of two
ees’ health insurance, up
prisoners at the Union
$2 million, pensions, up
County jail, the county man$6 million, $9 million in
ager has recommended that
a county department of corsalary increases and an
rections be created whereby
ongoing $2-million operating deficit at Runnells
the jail director would reSpecialized Hospital repport directly to the county
resent some of the biggest
manager and the freeholders. Currently the jail direcincreases in the budget.
tor runs the division of cor“We are trying to make
rectional services and reRunnells, once again, selfsustaining within two
ports to the county’s public
years,” Mr. Devanney said.
safety director.
The Westfield Leader archives
He said Runnells is be- COUNTY BUDGET...The Union County freeholder board will
In addition, 51 corrections
ing transformed from an soon begin budget and county tax deliberations. Members of the officers would be hired this
acute rehabilitation unit to freeholder board are shown as they took office in January.
year to improve the jail opa subacute facility for such
erations, as well as reduce
medical procedures and conditions have recommended the county look overtime costs. Additional cameras
as joint replacements, hip fractures to management contracts, operating have been installed and razor wire
has been added along the jail’s perimeter and on sub-roofs.
Under questioning by reporters, Finance Director Larry Caroselli said
eliminating the tax increase this year
would require significant budget reBy MICHAEL J. POLLACK
tice to all houses in the designated ductions.
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
“There would have to be widearea. There would need to be a 75WESTFIELD – The town council, percent affirmative response from spread layoffs,” he said. The county
under the direction of acting mayor district households before the zone has 3,000 employees.
“We would have to make signifiMark Ciarrocca, voted last Wednes- could proceed further.
If the 75 percent were met, the cant cuts in our benefits costs,” Mr.
day to allow the historic preservation
ordinance in its current form to be commission would forward a request Devanney said, adding that the county
sent to the planning board and his- for review to the planning board, would have to get concessions from
toric preservation commission for which would carbon copy the coun- its employee unions during labor negotiations to cut hospital coverage in
review. A resolution formally refer- cil.
The planning board would review health insurance premiums.
ring the matter will now be placed on
Mr. Devanney added that, “There
the case; if it felt the matter was
the next public meeting’s agenda.
The historic preservation commis- appropriate, it would be sent back to would not be a department or service
that would not suffer” if significant
sion and former town planner Judith the council.
At that point, a protest mechanism reductions occurred.
Thornton had sought to bring the or“[There] would be a lot of pain and
dinance, dating back to 1984, “up to does exist. If 20 percent of homes in
code” and align it with current state a given zone protest, it “raises the bar heartache,” Mr. Caroselli added.
The county manager said he would
for passage,” according to Mr. Foerst.
statutes.
On Wednesday, during his Code
If the 20 percent were met, in order meet with Freeholder Al Mirabella,
Review and Town Property Commit- for the zone to be designated as his- finance committee chairman, to schedtee report, Councilman Jim Foerst toric, the area would need the ap- ule budget meetings, with the goal of
turned the discussion to the proval of a supermajority (6-3), not introducing the budget in April and
adopting the spending plan in May.
overarching recommendations of the the usual majority (5-4).
During council comments, First
commission.
First, he spoke about situations in Ward Councilman Sal Caruana said
which the commission seeks to des- he had a “concern” that an individual
ignate a single home as historic. In homeowner can veto the designation
such cases, “consent” of the indi- of his or her home, but in the case of
vidual property owner is needed to zone designation, “if 75 percent agree,
By DEBBIE MADISON
advance the process. An owner has it’s enough to bring the designation to
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
“veto power” in cases of individual the next level…An individual must
homes.
be given further recourse [to protest].
AREA — Two weeks after New
In matters of potentially historic I ask the planning board to focus on Jersey Governor Jon Corzine hosted
zones (districts), the historic preser- that aspect of the ordinance.”
a town hall meeting in Cranford, at
vation commission would send a noUnion County Community College,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
presenting his four-pronged plan to
rescue the state from the verge of
bankruptcy, state Assemblywoman
Linda Stender issued a press release
opposing the Governor’s proposal to
hike tolls on three of New Jersey’s
major highways.
She said she “is opposed to Governor Corzine’s toll hike.” While agreeing that “efforts to reduce our state
debt and ending the practice of spending beyond our means must be made,
it is unreasonable to penalize residents and businesses that solely rely
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

and strokes.
“These changes are not expected to
significantly change the hospital’s
financial status this year, but will
permit a planned expansion that will
allow Runnells to become totally selfsustaining by 2010,” Mr. Devanney
told the freeholders in his budget
message.
He also cited a combined half-million-dollar loss at Union County’s
three public golf courses – Ash Brook
in Scotch Plains, Galloping Hill in
Kenilworth/Union and Oak Ridge in
Clark – as contributing to the budget
increases.
Mr. Devanney said state officials

WF Council Votes to Refer
Historic Pres. Ordinance

DOUGHNATIONS...Rotary Club President Darielle Walsh and Pancake Chairman Ed Shen mix up a batch of pancake
batter to prepare for the Rotary Club of Westfield’s Pancake Day. All of the proceeds go to the Rotary Scholarship Fund,
the largest scholarship program in Westfield. Pancake Day will be held on Saturday, March 8, from 8 a.m. to noon at the
Westfield Senior High School.

Car on Mt. Ave. Leaves Roadway,
Strikes 13-Year-Old Westfield Boy
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
& PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A 13-year-old
Westfield boy remains in “serious condition” after he was struck by a car
while walking on the sidewalk on Mountain Avenue Monday afternoon,
Morristown Memorial Hospital spokesperson Rob Seman told The Westfield
Leader on Wednesday afternoon. He
suffered head and internal injuries.
The office of patient information at
Morristown Memorial Hospital, Tuesday morning, told The Leader that the
boy was transferred to the Goryeb
Children’s Hospital at Morristown
Memorial and was in intensive care.
Describing the incident to The Leader
on Monday, Captain David Wayman
said the boy, Michael Fitzhenry, and his
friend, also 13, had just crossed Orchard Street and were walking northbound along Mountain Avenue around
2 p.m. when a 2005 Lexus sedan, driven
by a 75-year-old Mountainside woman,
left the roadway and struck Michael,
dragging him across the 25-foot width
of Orchard Street before hitting the
curb where the victim was dislodged.
“One boy apparently jumped out of
the way, and the other was struck,”
Captain Wayman said on Monday. “He
(the victim) is in the hospital in critical,
unstable condition.”

Local Officials Weigh In on
Plan for State Fiscal Crisis

‘Historic’ Westfield Moment

on thoroughfares such as the New
Jersey Turnpike and (the) Garden
State Parkway. A solution to our budgetary problems must instead focus
on cuts in spending while preserving
assets that have a history of benefiting the residents of this state.”
While legislators and other public
officials have been weighing in on the
Governor’s proposal, the Governor’s
office issued a press release eliminating one of the three major highways
from the plan.
Route 440 “would not be necessary
or essential to the overall plan he is
proposing for restructuring New
Jersey’s financial situation and to reduce debt.” No other reason was offered for eliminating Route 440 from

The boy was airlifted to Morristown
Memorial Hospital. The woman was
taken by ambulance to Overlook Hospital in Summit “for precautionary
measures,” Captain Wayman said.
Reached on Wednesday morning
from the hospital, Paul Fitzhenry, the
boy’s father, told The Leader that he is
“encouraged” by his son’s “improvement.”
As of Wednesday morning, Michael
was taken off a ventilator and was
breathing on his own. In addition, a
chest tube, inserted for a collapsed lung,
was removed.
“We believe it’s a step in his recovery, and we feel good about the progress
he has made in the last two days.”
Westfield Captain Clifford Auchter
said the woman, Nancy Bregman, was

aged electrical and water meters, “which
caused water to shoot up in the air.”
Captain Auchter said, “Clearly, we
are treating it as very serious. We are in
contact with Union County (the Accident Investigation Team), Kenilworth
and Linden’s police departments (the
crews who responded). The accident is
under investigation.”
Mr. Fitzhenry requested that the
newspaper mention the work of Thomas Streko, a dentist, and Malcolm
Schwartz, a urologist, who tended to
Michael and cleared his airway when
he was unconscious.
Dr. Streko, whose office was damaged from the oncoming vehicle, came
out to help the boy immediately. Dr.
Schwartz works across Orchard Street.
“I can’t say enough to thank those

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

SERIOUS ACCIDENT…On Monday afternoon, a car driven by a Mountainside
woman on Mountain Avenue near Orchard Street in Westfield left the road, struck
a young boy and smashed into the brick wall of the building at 169 Mountain
Avenue. The 13-year-old Westfield boy struck by the car was seriously injured.

released Tuesday morning after suffering head and leg injuries.
“She is cooperating fully with the
police. We still are in the preliminary
stages of the investigation,” Captain
Wayman said.
Captain Wayman said after hitting
the boy, the car continued to advance
and eventually struck the lower level
of a brick building, which houses a
dental office, at 169 Mountain Avenue. The accident occurred across
the street from the entrance to
Mindowaskin Park.
He said the front of the car went
through a basement window and dam-

two doctors who treated Michael,” his
father said. “Their fast response was
critical..and key to his recovery.”
Mr. Fitzhenry also thanked volunteer rescue squad members for their
“tremendous support.”
Westfield Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan, when
reached for comment on Michael, a
seventh grader who attends a private
school in Short Hills, said, “We were
deeply saddened to hear of the automobile accident which seriously injured one of our Westfield children
yesterday. We hope and pray for his
complete recovery.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CSA O’Malley Says He Has
‘Mixed Emotions’ on Leaving
By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader – December 20, 1984 archives

On Tuesday, December 18, 1984,
the then-Westfield Town Council
voted, by a 5-4 margin, to establish a
“historical review commission” in order to, according to The Leader archives, “aid individuals and neighborhood groups in establishing designations of historic zones and landmarks.”
According to the newspaper report, the adoption of the ordinance
brought about applause from the
“full-house crowd.”

Mayor Ron Frigerio and Councilmen John Brady, Richard Bagger,
Brian Fahey and Tom Quinn voted
for the ordinance. Jubb Corbet, Bud
Boothe, Raymond Stone and James
Capone voted against its passage.
According to the meeting report,
Mr. Stone “felt that compliance
should be purely voluntary,” and
Mr. Corbet “asked that consent of
100 percent of residents be required
to establish a zone.”

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
Chief School Administrator Richard
O’Malley said while he is sad to leave
the borough, he views the MatawanAberdeen superintendent’s post he has
accepted as a career advancement move.
“I have mixed emotions,” he said. “I
love my job in Mountainside. I love the
people, students and the staff. But from
a career standpoint, it’s a great opportunity to do things at a larger scale,” Mr.
O’Malley told The Westfield Leader in
a phone interview last week.
The BOE announced Mr.
O’Malley’s resignation at its February
12 meeting. Mr. O’Malley will resign

in June to assume his new $173,000
post. In the meantime, he will continue his duties in Mountainside while
serving Matawan-Aberdeen on a parttime basis. Mr. O’Malley follows
Bruce Quinn, who was in the
Matawan-Aberdeen district for five
years. The Asbury Park Press reported
that Mr. Quinn resigned over what he
claimed was a “divided” nine-member board of education (BOE).
The Matawan-Aberdeen BOE hired
Mr. O’Malley at its February 11 meeting. However, three of the nine members of the regional school voted
against Mr. O’Malley’s appointment,
saying the language of his contract
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader

SEEKING SUPPORT…Seventh District Congressional candidate Kate Whitman,
center, and her GOP opponents meet with Westfield Republican Committee
members Monday at the home of Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield).
See story on page 2.
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Westfield Town Council

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Monday, February 11, a resident of South
Avenue filed an assault report, stating that
a friend of a friend had grabbed her by the
arm inside an automobile on the 700 block
of South Avenue. The victim was uninjured and no charges were filed.
Monday, February 11, Shannon
Johnson, 18, and Trevorald Parrish, 19,
both of Plainfield, were arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on the 600 block of
South Avenue and charged with underage possession of alcohol. Each of the
individuals was released with a summons.
Monday, February 11, Katheryn Greb,
23, of Elizabeth was arrested at the Union
Police Department on two outstanding
Westfield traffic warrants. She was released after posting a total of $186 bail.
Monday, February 11, James Abate, 39,
of Westfield was arrested on two outstanding motor vehicle warrants following a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Boulevard. One of the warrants was from
Newark, with $200 bail, and the other was
from Clark, with $150 bail. Abate was
released after posting bail.
Tuesday, February 12, Reginald Lewis,
39, of Piscataway was arrested on three
outstanding traffic warrants after a motor
vehicle stop in Scotch Plains just over the
border from Westfield. The warrants were
from Newark, West New York and Elizabeth, with bail amounts of $350, $289 and
$220, respectively. He was turned over to
the Newark Police Department.
Monday, February 18, Ryan Galbraith,
20, of Kenilworth and Matthew Walch,
19, of Cranford were arrested and charged
with underage possession of alcohol following a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and West Grove Street. Both
were released on their own recognizance
with summonses.
Scotch Plains
Wednesday, February 13, a resident of
Terrill Road reported that someone threw a
rock at his vehicle and broke the windshield
while it was parked in front of his house.
Wednesday, February 13, Jason Holland, 24, of Montclair was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on an outstanding warrant. According to police, he was transported to headquarters where he was processed and released.
Thursday, February 14, a resident of
Nicholl Avenue reported that someone
obtained his credit card information and
ordered approximately $500 worth of
items.
Friday, February 15, a resident of Hill
Road reported that someone removed a
bicycle valued at $600, which was left
unlocked in her front yard.
Saturday, February 16, Prince Njoku,
22, of North Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation.
Saturday, February 16, Willie Davis,
26, of Newark was arrested on an outstanding Federal U.S. Marshall warrant
service after he was stopped for a motor
vehicle violation. According to police, he
was transported to headquarters, where
he was processed and released.
Saturday, February 16, Michael Tripet,
26, of Newark was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
when officers smelled a strong odor of
alcohol following a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, he was transported
to headquarters where he was processed
and released.

Sunday, February 17, Michael DongKim, 22, of Westfield, was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to headquarters
where he was processed and released
after posting bail, police said.
Mountainside
Wednesday, February 13, Lee R. Hale,
57, was picked up from Essex County and
arrested on an outstanding warrant out of
Mountainside for $500.
Friday, February 15, LC Barnes, Jr.,
23, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license
following a motor vehicle stop on Route
22. He was given three summonses and
released.
Monday, February 18, Kevin J.
Woodbridge, 25, of Union was arrested
and charged with driving with a suspended license. Police stopped him on
Route 22 for operating a vehicle with
tinted windows. He was processed and
released.
Fanwood
Thursday, February 14, Maryann
Robinson, 45, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on the 100
block of South Avenue on an outstanding
Plainfield warrant. According to police,
she also was charged with possession of
drug paraphernalia. She was processed
and turned over to the Plainfield Police
Department, police said.
Thursday, February 14, Abraham B.
Moquera, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of Elizabeth
and Bound Brook after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road.
Thursday, February 14, Antoine L.
Blount, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding Elizabeth warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
Saturday, February 16, Stephen C.
Rogers, 38, of Fanwood was arrested on
an outstanding Scotch Plains warrant after a motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.
Saturday, February 16, Leon T.
Golding, 40, of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged with possession of
drug paraphernalia after a motor vehicle
stop on Midway Avenue. According to
police, he also was charged with providing officers with false information and
receiving stolen property after property
reported stolen from Westfield was found
on his person.
Monday, February 18, Rafael H.
Hernandez, 39, of Elizabeth was arrested
on several outstanding Elizabeth warrants and an outstanding Rahway warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
Monday, February 18, Christopher R.
Acosta, 19, of Colonia was arrested on an
outstanding Roselle Park warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on the 100 block of
South Avenue.
Tuesday, February 19, Joseph H.
Marshall, 34, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding Plainfield warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He was
processed and turned over to the Plainfield
Police Department, officials said.
Tuesday, February 19, Brittany N.
Endaz, 18, of Mountainside was arrested
and charged with possession of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS) after
a motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.
According to police, she also was charged
with possession of a CDS with intent to
distribute. Bail is pending, police said.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

READY FOR BUSINESS...The Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association board of directors elected its officers for 2008. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Ray Pardon, vice-president; Russell Huegel, secretary; Frank Dilollo, president;
and Steve Hoeckele, treasurer.

State Fiscal Crisis
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the proposal. Toll hikes proposed for
the other two highways, the Garden
State Parkway and the New Jersey
Turnpike, remain a part of the
Governor’s overall plan.
In addition to quadrupling the tolls,
the Governor’s plan calls for selling
75 years worth of the future tolls to
raise $38 billion now for debt reduction and new projects. He calls for a
spending freeze, $2.5 billion in unspecified reductions of the budget
and no more bonded debt without
voter approval. The state has $32 billion in bonded debt. The Governor
also says the state faces an additional
unfunded liability of $80 billion for
pension and benefits for public employees and retirees.
The Governor’s office announced
a list of public officials, community
and religious leaders, businesses and
citizens who will join the 44 existing
members of the Governor’s steering
committee, who will provide counsel
to the Governor as the plan develops.
The press release quoted the Governor as saying, “I am proud to announce that these new additions to the
steering committee have come forward to help advance the discussion
about the financial emergency facing
our state. The financial restructuring
and debt reduction initiative will not
only pay down state debt, but will also
fund transportation projects and infrastructure improvements for generations.” The list of existing and new
members to the steering committee
can be found on the state’s website at
nj.gov under restructuring.
The Westfield Leader spoke with
several local mayors regarding their
position on the Governor’s proposal.
Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti expressed his position on
the Governor’s plan to The Leader,
stating, “I am totally opposed to it.

When’s the best time to make
 new friends?

Today, at

I’m not an economist, but it doesn’t
make sense to borrow and saddle our
grandchildren with the debt. I think
the government is on the wrong road.
Before we raise tolls, let’s cut out all
the garbage in our system.”
“We have to live within our means;
I think the state should live within its
means. Half of the senate and assemblymen live off the state trough
anyway. It’s irresponsible. Public officials have unreal benefits,” he
stated.
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
said, “We’re not attacking the root of
the problem. The root of the problem
is revenue and spending. I am also
concerned about the unintended consequences of raising tolls that high.
New Jersey-based businesses will relocate elsewhere to save money. As
more companies move out, this will
impact revenues. Not a simple equation to assume a toll increase will
raise revenue. It’s more complex with
businesses leaving the state. We must
have a climate friendly to businesses.
Otherwise, you have a point of diminishing returns, which is hard to
quantify.
“The pension system is also unrealistic. It becomes a tool to supplement income and encourages career
politicians. Trenton is so beholden to
special interests. Look at what we’ve
done in Westfield. In the past few
years, we’ve removed people from
the payroll. Why can’t the state do
that? This is not in the best interest of
future generations. I think he’ll (the
Governor) have a hard time getting it
passed,” Mayor Skibitsky added.
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
commended the Governor for taking
on the state’s budget woes and for
making the “unpopular” choice to
lower spending.
Mayor Mahr told The Leader, “I
agree with freezing spending and
that’s a significant part of the plan,
which gets overshadowed. The Governor is proposing over $2 billion in
cuts, which has never been proposed
before. That’s historic. From attending meetings and speaking with the
Governor’s office, I think the toll
road proposal will be modified.
“The dialogue is still going on.
People are focusing on the toll hikes,
but there are other components to the
plan. When we hear the Governor’s
state budget address, it will paint a
clearer picture. The $2.5 billion in
cuts and freezing will be addressed.
This will affect every agency and
municipality, and all will feel the
pinch. It will be very sobering,” Mayor
Mahr said.
“The Governor should get some
acknowledgment for stepping up and
painting this picture, regardless of his
solutions. There will most likely be
another loud outcry when the $2.5
billion in cuts are revealed. I agree
that more discussion about pension
obligations is in order. It’s very easy
to have a knee-jerk reaction to his
proposal, but until we see what the
final plan looks like and until he passes
a budget, it’s only a dialogue right
now.”
The Governor’s proposal and a section for public input can be viewed on
nj.gov/governor.
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Mr. Foerst also spoke about the historic preservation commission’s
makeup. Under the ordinance, at
present, there would be nine voting
members and two alternates.
Two of the nine voting members
would be individuals with experience
in building and historic preservation.
Both Westfield and non-Westfield residents may fill these two positions.
“We might need to have the expertise
of those who are out of town. It’s also a
huge savings of money,” he added,
mentioning that this represented a better alternative than paying consultants’
fees.
He also reminded the council, “They
will serve in a volunteer capacity, and
the mayor would have discretion.”
Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski, who participated from
Florida via a conference call, said the
committee did a “great job.”
However, he remained firm that the
commission should be comprised of
solely Westfield citizens.
“It’s been my experience with the
Land Use Taskforce, etc., that it seems
like there is no shortage of educated,
interested stakeholders in Westfield,”
Mr. Bigosinski said. “I don’t know why
we need that provision. I don’t see a
difficulty in filing boards. I don’t think
it’s a precedent we want to start. I’d like
to the provision come out.”
Mr. Foerst responded, saying “I understand Tom’s concern…[However],
there are a lot of professionals who
work in town but don’t reside in town...I
don’t think those people should be excluded.”
Mr. Bigosinski replied, “Westfield
residents are the true stakeholders. We
are the ones who want to preserve the
characteristics of the town. Some [who
do not live in town] might have a financial interest [in the ordinance being
constructed in a certain manner]. I say,
‘They’re welcome to participate, just
not in the sense of the board.’ I’m
suspicious of their motivations.”
Mr. Caruana responded, saying he
agreed with Mr. Bigosinski. However,
he said, “I can think of situations where
[utilizing the services of someone outside of Westfield] would be a benefit to
the town.”
He used the example of people who
lived in town and served on various
boards, but moved elsewhere and still
wanted to serve the community.
“[Not having that person participate]
would deprive us of a significant resource,” Mr. Caruana added, mentioning the example of former councilman
Ken McRitchie, who now resides in
Princeton.
“Through his (McRitchie’s) hard
work, we are designating the corner of
Clover Street and Pine Grove Avenue
as Arthur C. Retzlaff Corner,” Mr.
Caruana reminded Mr. Bigosinski.
First Lt. Retzlaff of 141 Clover Street
was killed by shrapnel fire in Vietnam
on July 10, 1967 and became the town’s
first victim of the Vietnam conflict. Mr.
McRitchie, a contemporary, suggested
the idea to the council, which reviewed
it on Wednesday.
Mr. Caruana also mentioned Ralph
Jones, the “backbone” of the Choral
Arts Society, who now lives in
Bridgewater.
“To preempt us by ordinance makes
it less flexible…Bob Cockren comes to

mind, too [as someone who would be
beneficial to Westfield if he moved],”
Mr. Caruana added.
Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins tried to bring the topic to a
close by saying that filling the commission with out-of-town residents “is not
the intention of the ordinance.”
She said Ms. Thornton informed the
Historic Preservation Commission that
allowing non-Westfield residents to
participate “is a good backup.”
She added, “It’s a good option to
have. [It’s not as though] we have names
that we are ready to bring back.”
Mr. Bigosinski responded, “I worry
that we are opening the door for future
commissions [to allow this practice]. It
needs to be an extraordinary need.”
Mr. Foerst reminded Mr. Bigosinski
that Town Engineer Ken Marsh serves
on the planning board as a voting member and does not live in town.
“Judith Thornton wasn’t a resident,”
he also noted.
Mr. Ciarrocca said he agreed that the
use of non-Westfield residents should
be “limited.” However, he felt it “may
benefit the town to give us future flexibility.”
When voting on the matter, it passed
by a 5-1 majority. Mr. Foerst, Mr.
Caruana, Ms. Kimmins, Second Ward
Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan and First
Ward Councilman Frank Arena voted
for the ordinance in its present form to
be sent to the planning board and historic preservation commission. Mr.
Bigosinski voted against doing so.
Pat Velderman, an alternate member
of the historic preservation commission, said he “applauded the efforts”
made by Mr. Foerst and the Code Review Committee. He said the amendments “marked a great step forward…
It makes procedures more clear.”
He did admit that it “does restrict the
ability to designate districts [as historic] because of the level of hurdles
[including the need to achieve a super
majority of approval]. That’s the downside. But I understand the conservatism. I’m comfortable with what’s
stated.”
Mr. Velderman told The Westfield
Leader on Monday that the ordinance,
now in its third iteration, “fixes some of
the deficiencies and is a major improvement.”
Mr. Velderman, who has been engaged in the topic of historic preservation since the mid-1980s, said the first
historic preservation review commission began over a “concern that we
were losing the character of the town.
Many felt there should be an organized
process that defines what is historic.”
He said the ordinance’s goal has always
been to “preserve the essence of the
community.”
Robert Newell, chairman of the historic preservation commission, thanked
the council last Wednesday for its support. He said the document was “wellcrafted and will serve us well…I think
it’s restrictive, but we can work comfortably with it.”
The meeting began with the minimum quorum of members present. At
the start of the meeting, Mr. Ciarrocca
took his seat at the head of the table,
joined by First Ward Councilmen Mr.
Caruana and Mr. Arena, as well as
Second Ward Councilwomen Ms.
Neylan and Ms. Kimmins.

Mountainside Police Address
Parking Woes at Deerfield
By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Responding to
parent complaints, the Mountainside
Police Department has been patrolling
the front parking lot at Deerfield School
to crack down on illegally parked cars
during the school’s 3 p.m. dismissal
period.
Corporal Kevin Bettyeman and Patrolman Mike Pasquale have been moving cars along since last Wednesday,
when Police Chief James Debbie was
made aware of citizen complaints.
“There is nothing like pulling into
the lot and having to angle around the
cars illegally parked,” parent Kim
Choma said. “The kids can walk to
your car in an appropriate space.”
“The kids are running through the
cars,” Marianne Jennings added. “I’m
surprised someone hasn’t been hurt.”
Many parents complained about the
lack of parking in the front parking lot,
forcing parents to either illegally park
or wait for their children in the lot of
Our Lady of Lourdes Church.

“If more teachers used the ample
parking spaces in the back of the school,
the problem wouldn’t be as bad as it is,”
one parent commented.
Another parent added that the dismissal schedule for both Mountainside
schools, Deerfield and Beechwood,
adds to the parking woes at Deerfield.
“I park in the middle to grab my older
child and rush to Beechwood to pick up
my younger child,” said one mother,
who asked not to be identified.
Corp. Bettyeman said that the cars
parked down the aisles have also posed
a problem for drivers trying to access
the handicap parking spaces. Plus, he
added, the bottleneck of cars trying to
get out just slows everyone down.
In a note to parents, Deerfield Principal Jeanette Baubles said, “Police officials may begin ticketing individuals
who routinely park or idle their vehicles in handicapped spots and in between parking rows. With the police
here, I can’t believe how easy it is to
navigate the parking lot. Hopefully
they’ll keep it up.”

O’Malley Leaves Mountainside
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Independent Living with the assurance of on-site healthcare for those who have retired
but still want to enjoy all of the adventures life has to offer.Visit our beautiful
community and find out why more people are calling Fellowship Village home.

Call 1-800-458-6715 or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.
8000 Fellowship Road • Basking Ridge, NJ • 07920

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net
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was unclear as to the number of days
Mr. O’Malley would work in the district on a part-time basis.
They said the contract only specifies
that he would be available to work
nights, weekends and holidays at a
salary of $750 per month.
In a prepared statement, Mr.
O’Malley told the Matawan-Aberdeen
board, “I welcome the opportunity to
serve the Matawan-Aberdeen students,
staff and entire community. I am very
optimistic that the next couple of years
are going to be excellent years for this
school district.”
Matawan-Aberdeen, a K-12 district,
has a high school, middle school, four
elementary schools and a pre-kindergarten. Mountainside is a K-8 district
with two elementary schools.
Mountainside teenagers attend Governor Livingston High School in Berkeley Heights.
Mr. O’Malley has worked as the
Mountainside CSA for three years and

has 120 days left on his contract. He
said he would begin to transition into
his new position over the next few
months.
“Financially and academically, the
district is better off than when I first
arrived. The parents and teachers really
do a lot of things academically to put
the students in the top 5 percent of
student achievement and that is what
really has moved the district forward,”
Mr. O’Malley said.
Mr. O’Malley has a bachelor’s degree, two master’s degrees and a doctorate in education and has conducted
post-graduate studies at Harvard University. The Mountainside BOE hired
him at $130,000 per year in March
2005.
Calls to BOE President John Perrin
and BOE Vice-President Mary Beth
Schaumberg were not returned. The
Leader was also unable to reach
Mountainside PTA co-chairmen
Carolyn Williams and Donna Klein.
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SIXTY CENTS

County Mg. Releases $436.8 Mil.
Budget; Taxes to Jump 6 Percent
By PAUL J. PEYTON

have recommended the county look
to management contracts, operating
ELIZABETH — Union County
leases and concession agreements to
taxes will jump $15.4 million or 6
improve efficiencies at the county’s
percent under a $255.3 million tax
golf facilities. He said the county
levy unveiled by County Manager
would look to maximize usage of the
George Devanney last week. The tax
courses, seek private investment to
levy accounts for 58 percent of the
enhance the quality of its golf facilicounty’s total revenue stream to fund
ties and strive to increase attendance
a $436.8 million spending plan. The
and community participation.
overall budget is up $22.4 million
The county manager said he is reover last year.
questing that non-union employees
County taxes have risen from
increase their contributions for health
$150.1 million in 2000 to $255.3
insurance by “as much as 1.5 percent
million this year – an increase of
of their salaries.” These same em$104 million over an eight-year span.
ployees will have their raises delayed
Mr. Devanney told reporters at last
until July 1. Mr. Devanney
Thursday’s freeholders
said that health insurance paymeeting that the average
roll deductions and delaying
county taxpayer would
raises would produce $1 milpay $82 more in county
lion in savings. He said county
taxes this year.
employees have had payroll
He said county emdeductions for health care for
ployees’ health insur10 years.
ance, up $2 million, penIn response to December’s
sions, up $6 million, $9
escape of two prisoners at the
million in salary inUnion County jail, the county
creases and an ongoing
manager has recommended
$2-million operating
that a county department of
deficit at Runnells Specorrections be created
cialized Hospital reprewhereby the jail director
sent some of the biggest
would report directly to the
increases in the budget.
county manager and the free“We are trying to make
holders. Currently the jail diRunnells, once again,
rector runs the division of corThe Times archives
self-sustaining within COUNTY BUDGET...The Union County freeholder
board rectional services and reports
two
years,”
Mr. will soon begin budget and county tax deliberations. Members to the county’s public safety
Devanney said.
of the freeholder board are shown as they took office in January. director.
He said Runnells is beIn addition, 51 corrections
ing transformed from an
officers would be hired this
acute rehabilitation unit to a subacute increases.
year to improve the jail operations, as
facility for such medical procedures
Mr. Devanney said state officials well as reduce overtime costs. Additional cameras have been installed
and razor wire has been added along
the jail’s perimeter and on sub-roofs.
Under questioning by reporters, Finance Director Larry Caroselli said
eliminating the tax increase this year
By DEBBIE MADISON
spending freeze, $2.5 billion in un- would require significant budget reSpecially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
specified reductions of the budget ductions.
AREA — Two weeks after New and no more bonded debt without
“There would have to be wideJersey Governor Jon Corzine hosted voter approval. The state has $32 bil- spread layoffs,” he said. The county
a town hall meeting in Cranford, at lion in bonded debt. The Governor has 3,000 employees.
Union County Community College, also says the state faces an additional
“We would have to make signifipresenting his four-pronged plan to unfunded liability of $80 billion for cant cuts in our benefits costs,” Mr.
rescue the state from the verge of pension and benefits for public em- Devanney said, adding that the county
bankruptcy, state Assemblywoman ployees and retirees.
would have to get concessions from
Linda Stender issued a press release
The Governor’s office announced its employee unions during labor neopposing the Governor’s proposal to a list of public officials, community gotiations to cut hospital coverage in
hike tolls on three of New Jersey’s and religious leaders, businesses and health insurance premiums.
major highways.
citizens who will join the 44 existing
Mr. Devanney added that, “There
She said she “is opposed to Gover- members of the Governor’s steering would not be a department or service
nor Corzine’s toll hike.” While agree- committee, who will provide counsel that would not suffer” if significant
ing that “efforts to reduce our state to the Governor as the plan develops. reductions occurred.
debt and ending the practice of spendThe press release quoted the Gov“[There] would be a lot of pain and
ing beyond our means must be made, ernor as saying, “I am proud to an- heartache,” Mr. Caroselli added.
it is unreasonable to penalize resi- nounce that these new additions to
The county manager said he would
dents and businesses that solely rely the steering committee have come meet with Freeholder Al Mirabella,
on thoroughfares, such as the New forward to help advance the discus- finance committee chairman, to
Jersey Turnpike and (the) Garden sion about the financial emergency schedule budget meetings, with the
State Parkway. A solution to our bud- facing our state. The financial re- goal of introducing the budget in April
getary problems must instead focus structuring and debt reduction initia- and adopting the spending plan in
on cuts in spending while preserving tive will not only pay down state debt, May.
assets that have a history of benefit- but will also fund transportation
ing the residents of this state.”
projects and infrastructure improveWhile legislators and other public ments for generations.” The list of
officials weigh in on the Governor’s existing and new members to the steerproposal, the Governor’s office is- ing committee can be found on the
sued a press release eliminating one state’s website at www.nj.gov under
By FRED T. ROSSI
of the three major highways from the restructuring.
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
plan.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCOTCH PLAINS — Dr. Frank
Route 440 “would not be necessary spoke with several local mayors reor essential to the overall plan he is garding their position on the DiLollo, the new president of the
Scotch Plains Business and Profesproposing for restructuring New Governor’s proposal.
Jersey’s financial situation and to reMountainside Mayor Robert sional Association (SPBPA), said the
duce debt.” No other reason was of- Viglianti expressed his position on downtown business district, while
fered for eliminating Route 440 from the Governor’s plan to The Times, having “unbelievable potential,”
the proposal.
stating, “I am totally opposed to it. needs both a “facelift” and “some
Toll hikes proposed for the other I’m not an economist, but it doesn’t progressive thinking.”
Dr. DiLollo, who opened his chirotwo highways, the Garden State Park- make sense to borrow and saddle our
way and the New Jersey Turnpike, grandchildren with the debt. I think practic practice on Park Avenue 14
remain as a part of the Governor’s the government is on the wrong road. months ago after 13 years in Roselle
overall plan.
Before we raise tolls, let’s cut out all Park, told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that he is hopeful that designatIn addition to quadrupling the tolls, the garbage in our system.”
the Governor’s plan calls for selling
“We have to live within our means; ing the downtown as a Special Im75 years worth of the future tolls to I think the state should live within its
raise $38 billion now for debt reduc- means. Half of the senate and assemClock Proposed To
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
tion and new projects. He calls for a
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

and conditions as joint replacements,
hip fractures and strokes.
“These changes are not expected to
significantly change the hospital’s financial status this year, but will permit a planned expansion that will
allow Runnells to become totally selfsustaining by 2010,” Mr. Devanney
told the freeholders in his budget
message.
He also cited a combined half-million-dollar loss at Union County’s
three public golf courses – Ash Brook
in Scotch Plains, Galloping Hill in
Kenilworth/Union and Oak Ridge in
Clark – as contributing to the budget

Local Officials Weigh In on
Plan for State Fiscal Crisis

Photo

READY FOR BUSINESS...The Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association board of directors elected its officers
for 2008. Pictured, left to right, are: Ray Pardon, vice-president; Russell Huegel, secretary; Dr. Frank Dilollo, president;
and Steve Hoeckele, treasurer.

SP Budget to Rise 6 Percent
Or $1.4 Million Over 2007
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Manager Thomas Atkins last week
presented to the township council his
2008 municipal budget recommendations, which include a 5.8 percent
increase in appropriations.
Calling his proposed spending plan
“lean,” Mr. Atkins said he made “considerable” reductions in requested
funding from various municipal departments before submitting the budget to the council, which will spend
the next six to eight weeks reviewing
the appropriations and revenue sides
before introducing a spending plan in
April or May.
The $24,856,503 budget submitted is $1,356,426 higher than last
year, with more than 85 percent of
that increase due to mandated spending increases for insurance, pension
contributions, sewerage authority
fees, police salaries and debt service,
Mr. Atkins said.
The council has not yet scheduled
budget meetings, but Mr. Atkins suggested that, unlike last year, department heads not be included in the
deliberations. At the council’s conference meeting on Tuesday, he said
that, “when you see the potential
[property] tax increase, you’re not
going to feel sorry” for any department whose budget request was cut.
“There are going to be hefty problems this year.”
For nearly an hour, Mr. Atkins reviewed highlights from his proposed

New SPBPA President Sees
‘Potential’ In Downtown

Honor Korean War Vets
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Paul J. Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SEEKS SUPPORT…7th District Congressional candidate, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks, center, and his opponents meet with the Westfield Republican Committee on
Monday at the home of Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21). See story on page 2.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township council has reacted enthusiastically to a proposal to erect a clock in
front of the municipal building on
Park Avenue in honor and memory of
Korean War veterans.
Donald Wussler, a member of the
Memorial Day Parade committee and
a veteran of the 1950-1953 Korean
conflict, briefed the council, at its
conference meeting on Tuesday, on
the proposal, which would be financed
by a private fundraising effort to raise
$1,000-$1,600 to purchase the ninefoot, two-faced clock.
“I’ve always had it in the back of
my head to do something in town [for
those veterans],” Mr. Wussler said.
“It would be nice for us to have a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

provement District (SID), which the
township council seems set to do before the summer, would have a positive effect. He expressed his hope that
a SID manager overseeing the downtown would “strategically bring in
businesses that will do well here,”
while also providing a boost to existing businesses.
Nine individuals, representing four
businesses, formed SPBPA in 1994.
Today, the organization boasts more
than 100 members and sponsors the
Saturday Farmers Market in the summer and fall and the annual downtown holiday celebration in December. Dr. DiLollo, the group’s fourth
president, was recently elected to his
post along with Vice President Ray
Pardon, Secretary Russell Huegel and
Treasurer Stephan Hoeckele.
Among his goals for SPBPA, Dr.
DiLollo said he wants the group’s
members to keep in touch with each
other and also to, where possible, refer
business “inside,” or to one another.
He plans to hold four networking
nights, one per quarter, to allow members to meet with each other and exchange ideas in an informal setting.
SPBPA is also planning a
fundraiser, on April 25, for the scholarship funds it distributes each year
to graduating high school seniors.
Dr. DiLollo, who has lived in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood since 1994, relocated his practice in early 2007 and
said that business is “fantastic.” He
believes the downtown has “got so
much potential,” and given his location, he said he has “a vested interest
in what happens” there.

budget. He will submit the final one
before retiring this summer. Prior to
starting his presentation, when he distributed to the council and the press a
sheet containing some general comments on the township’s finances,
Richard Samuel, the township Democratic Party chairman, demanded a
copy for himself.

When Mr. Atkins refused, Mr.
Samuel said he was entitled to a copy
of what he termed a ‘public document.’ Mr. Atkins said the two members of the press were given copies
because they needed it to write their
articles for the public to read.
“You write things that are trash,”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Planning Board
Discusses Bicycle Project
By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Planning Board discussed potential 2008
projects and swore in Daniel Zucker
as a class two planning board member

figure out, “How to help make the
town more green,” Board Chairman
Gregory Cummings said.
The board discussed asking the
borough council to expand the “trash
district” within Fanwood. This area is

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

OATH TO SERVE...Daniel Zucker is sworn in as a new member of the Fanwood
Planning Board Tuesday night. Pictured, left to right, are: board attorney Robert
Renaud; chairman Greg Cummings; John Celardo; and Mr. Zucker.

at their meeting on Tuesday evening.
The 2008 projects could include a
bicycle master plan. The project now
involves putting up new signage; however, some members wanted the plan
updated to add bicycle paths to roads
to make it safer for cyclists.
“That project is very ’70s and the
roads are not safe with the volume of
people on them. We could update the
project by creating more shoulders to
make it safer for bicyclists in town,”
board member Jack Molenaar said.
The board also created a ‘green’
committee to discuss the environmental resources inventory and to

behind the Martine Avenue stores.
The board said it would like to expand the current lot and add another
area downtown.
“There has been a problem with
storeowners trying to carry their garbage out, especially in the snow, because they don’t plow in the area,”
Mr. Cummings said.
The board addressed complaints
from residents about the new light at
the Getty Station on South Avenue.
“I’m going to ask what we can do
about that. Residents have been complaining that the traffic light is too
bright there,” Mr. Cummings said.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOVING IN...With the renovations of the Scotch Plains Municipal Building
nearing completion, new police department furniture was delivered this week.
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Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SERIOUS ACCIDENT…On Monday afternoon, a car driven by a Mountainside
woman on Mountain Avenue near Orchard Street in Westfield left the road, struck
a young boy and smashed into the brick wall of the building at 169 Mountain
Avenue. The 13-year-old Westfield boy struck by the car was seriously injured.

Car Leaves Roadway, Strikes
13-Year-Old Westfield Boy
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
& PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A 13-year-old
Westfield boy remains in “serious condition” after he was struck by a car
while walking on the sidewalk on Mountain Avenue Monday afternoon,
Morristown Memorial Hospital spokesperson Rob Seman told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on Wednesday.
He suffered head and internal injuries.
The office of patient information at
Morristown Memorial Hospital, Tuesday morning, told The Times that the
boy was transferred to the Goryeb
Children’s Hospital at Morristown
Memorial and was in intensive care.
Describing the incident to The Times
on Monday, Captain David Wayman
said the boy, Michael Fitzhenry, and his
friend, also 13, had just crossed Orchard Street and were walking northbound along Mountain Avenue around
2 p.m. when a 2005 Lexus sedan, driven
by a 75-year-old Mountainside woman,
left the roadway and struck Michael,
dragging him across the 25-foot width
of Orchard Street before hitting the
curb where the victim was dislodged.
“One boy apparently jumped out of
the way, and the other was struck,”
Captain Wayman said on Monday. “He
(the victim) is in the hospital in critical,
unstable condition.”
The boy was airlifted to Morristown
Memorial Hospital. The woman was
taken by ambulance to Overlook Hospital in Summit “for precautionary
measures,” Captain Wayman said.
Reached on Wednesday morning
from the hospital, Paul Fitzhenry, the
boy’s father, told The Times that he is
“encouraged” by his son’s “improvement.”
As of Wednesday morning, Michael
was taken off a ventilator and was
breathing on his own. In addition, a
chest tube, inserted for a collapsed lung,
was removed.
“We believe it’s a step in his recovery, and we feel good about the progress
he has made in the last two days.”

Captain Clifford Auchter said the
woman, Nancy Bregman, was released
Tuesday morning after suffering head
and leg injuries.
“She is cooperating fully with the
police. We still are in the preliminary
stages of the investigation,” Captain
Wayman said.
Captain Wayman said after hitting
the boy, the car continued to advance
and eventually struck the lower level of
a brick building, which houses a dental
office, at 169 Mountain Avenue. The
accident occurred across the street from
the entrance to Mindowaskin Park.
He said the front of the car went
through a basement window and damaged electrical and water meters, “which
caused water to shoot up in the air.”
Captain Auchter said, “Clearly, we
are treating it as very serious. We are in
contact with Union County (the Accident Investigation Team), Kenilworth
and Linden’s police departments (the
crews who responded). The accident is
under investigation.”
Mr. Fitzhenry requested that the
newspaper mention the work of Thomas Streko, a dentist, and Malcolm
Schwartz, a urologist, who tended to
Michael and cleared his airway when
he was unconscious.
Dr. Streko, whose office was damaged from the oncoming vehicle, came
out to help the boy immediately. Dr.
Schwartz works across Orchard Street.
“I can’t say enough to thank those
two doctors who treated Michael,” his
father said.
“Their fast response was critical..and
key to his recovery.”
Mr. Fitzhenry also thanked volunteer rescue squad members for their
“tremendous support.”
Westfield Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan, when reached for comment on Michael, a seventh grader who
attends a private school in Short Hills,
said, “We were deeply saddened to hear
of the automobile accident which seriously injured one of our Westfield children yesterday. We hope and pray for
his complete recovery.”

Mr. Atkins told Mr. Samuel, referring
to Mr. Samuel’s frequent letters to
local newspapers.
Mr. Samuel then stood up, moved
next to where Mayor Martin Marks
was sitting and said he would read the
document “over the mayor’s shoulder.” Mr. Atkins called Mr. Samuel’s
behavior “juvenile,” while Mr. Samuel
used the same term to describe Mr.
Atkins’ refusal to provide him the
document. The council then went into
closed session to discuss the legality
of the standoff. After 15 minutes,
Township Attorney Brian Levine said
Mr. Atkins was under “no obligation”
to give the document to “a specific
member of the public.”
Of the $1.356 million in proposed
spending increases in Mr. Atkins’
submitted budget, $1.225 million is
for mandated appropriations. Contributions to the state’s police and fire
retirement systems this year will rise
by nearly $381,000. Fees paid to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) will increase $107,000 this
year, but rise by about $700,000 in
2009.
Mr. Atkins said the lower fee this
year is due to a credit that is being
distributed to the utility’s 11 member
towns. The $372,000 credit reduces
this year’s initially-expected fee increase of about $450,000, but with
Scotch Plains’ total fee this year be-

ing about $1.22 million — instead of
$1.6 million, thanks to the credit —
next year’s fee increase will be more
than 50 percent higher. Police salaries and wages will increase by
$185,000. Group health insurance
premiums for township employees
are going up by $227,000 this year.
The township manager said the
township’s total cash surplus generated last year is about $3.4 million,
slightly below the previous year. Of
that total, about $2.55 million was
generated from operations in 2007
such as investment interest, municipal court fees and construction code
fees, with the difference being unused surplus from previous years.
The council is not expected to discuss the revenue side of the budget in
earnest until next month, but Mr.
Atkins provided details about several
revenue sources. Construction code
revenues declined last year from
$959,662 to $580,247, slightly below
what the 2007 budget anticipated.
Interest on township investments rose
by about $50,000, but Mr. Atkins said
declining interest rates of late make it
unlikely that this year will see a similar result.
For now, township officials are anticipating state aid will be the same as
2007, although Mr. Atkins said it is
possible, given the financial picture
in Trenton, that this could change.

Mountainside Police Address
Parking Woes at Deerfield
By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Responding
to parent complaints, the Mountainside
Police Department has been patrolling the front parking lot at Deerfield
School to crack down on illegally
parked cars during the school’s 3 p.m.
dismissal period.
Corporal Kevin Bettyeman and Patrolman Mike Pasquale have been
moving cars along since last Wednesday, when Police Chief James Debbie
was made aware of citizen complaints.
“There is nothing like pulling into
the lot and having to angle around the
cars illegally parked,” parent Kim
Choma said. “The kids can walk to
your car in an appropriate space.”
“The kids are running through the
cars,” Marianne Jennings added. “I’m
surprised someone hasn’t been hurt.”
Many parents complained about the
lack of parking in the front parking lot,
forcing parents to either illegally park
or wait for their children in the lot of
Our Lady of Lourdes Church.
“If more teachers used the ample
parking spaces in the back of the school,
the problem wouldn’t be as bad as it
is,” one parent commented.
Another parent added that the dismissal schedule for both Mountainside
schools, Deerfield and Beechwood,

When’s the best time to make
 new friends?

Today, at

adds to the parking woes at Deerfield.
“I park in the middle to grab my older
child and rush to Beechwood to pick
up my younger child,” said one mother,
who asked not to be identified.
Corp. Bettyeman said that the cars
parked down the aisles have also posed
a problem for drivers trying to access
handicap spaces. Plus, he added, the
bottleneck of cars trying to get out just
slows everyone down.
In a note to parents, Deerfield Principal Jeanette Baubles said, “Police
officials may begin ticketing individuals who routinely park or idle their
vehicles in handicapped spots and in
between parking rows.”
“With the police here, I can’t believe how easy it is to navigate the
parking lot,” Mrs. Jennings said.

War Vets
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

clock dedicated to Korean War veterans.”
Mr. Wussler said this year’s Memorial Day parade would honor Korean War veterans.
Mr. Wussler gave the council printed
information on a clock he had found,
and said he hoped the clock could be
purchased and installed in time for it to
be unveiled on Memorial Day.
Mayor Martin Marks urged Mr.
Wussler to work with local groups,
such as the Boy Scouts, the American
Legion and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School’s DECA program, on
the fundraising effort. The mayor said
those groups “are always looking for
new projects to be involved in.”
The mayor also recommended that
Mr. Wussler look further at other
clocks so that “the best quality” clock,
not necessarily the least expensive
one, is purchased.
In other business, the search continues for a successor to Township
Manager Thomas Atkins, who is retiring this summer. Council members
were provided with résumés from
potential candidates represented by
Jersey Professional Management
(JPM), the consulting firm that is
assisting in the recruitment of a new
manager. Earlier this month, the council received an initial batch of résumés
for review and comments. And next
week, council members will meet
with JPM to discuss the efforts.
Councilman Kevin Glover provided
an update on the Municipal Volunteer
Day he first proposed earlier this
month. He said dates in early June
were being considered for a picnic to
honor township volunteers and their
families, and that a selection of caterers was being considered.
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but still want to enjoy all of the adventures life has to offer.Visit our beautiful
community and find out why more people are calling Fellowship Village home.

Call 1-800-458-6715 or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.
8000 Fellowship Road • Basking Ridge, NJ • 07920

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

❑ Please send me more information. ❑ Please call me to arrange a private tour.
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

NOW OPEN...Senger Place behind the Scotch Plains Municipal Building is
again open to traffic between Front Street and East Second Street. For the past
year, vehicle access was partially restricted because police and other emergency
vehicles were forced to park in the street during the renovation project.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Monday, February 11, a resident of
South Avenue filed an assault report,
stating that a friend of a friend had
grabbed her by the arm inside an automobile on the 700 block of South Avenue. The victim was uninjured and no
charges were filed.
Monday, February 11, Shannon
Johnson, 18, and Trevorald Parrish, 19,
both of Plainfield, were arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on the 600 block of
South Avenue and charged with underage possession of alcohol. Each of the
individuals was released with a summons.
Monday, February 11, Katheryn Greb,
23, of Elizabeth was arrested at the Union
Police Department on two outstanding
Westfield traffic warrants. She was released after posting a total of $186 bail.
Monday, February 11, James Abate,
39, of Westfield was arrested on two
outstanding motor vehicle warrants following a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Boulevard. One of the warrants was from Newark, with $200 bail,
and the other was from Clark, with $150
bail. Abate was released after posting
bail.
Tuesday, February 12, Reginald Lewis,
39, of Piscataway was arrested on three
outstanding traffic warrants after a motor vehicle stop in Scotch Plains just over
the border from Westfield. The warrants
were from Newark, West New York and
Elizabeth, with bail amounts of $350,
$289 and $220, respectively. He was
turned over to the Newark Police Department.
Monday, February 18, Ryan Galbraith,
20, of Kenilworth and Matthew Walch,
19, of Cranford were arrested and charged
with underage possession of alcohol following a motor vehicle stop at Central
Avenue and West Grove Street. Both
were released on their own recognizance
with summonses.
Scotch Plains
Wednesday, February 13, a resident of
Terrill Road reported that someone threw
a rock at his vehicle and broke the windshield while it was parked in front of his
house.
Wednesday, February 13, Jason Holland, 24, of Montclair was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop on an outstanding
warrant. According to police, he was
transported to headquarters where he
was processed and released.
Thursday, February 14, a resident of
Nicholl Avenue reported that someone
obtained his credit card information and
ordered approximately $500 worth of
items.
Friday, February 15, a resident of Hill
Road reported that someone removed a
bicycle valued at $600, which was left
unlocked in her front yard.
Saturday, February 16, Prince Njoku,
22, of North Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
Saturday, February 16, Willie Davis,
26, of Newark was arrested on an outstanding Federal U.S. Marshall warrant
service after he was stopped for a motor
vehicle violation. According to police,
he was transported to headquarters, where
he was processed and released.
Saturday, February 16, Michael Tripet,
26, of Newark was arrested and charged
with driving-while-intoxicated (DWI)
when officers smelled a strong odor of
alcohol following a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, he was transported

to headquarters where he was processed
and released.
Sunday, February 17, Michael DongKim, 22, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He was transported to headquarters where he was processed and
released after posting bail, police said.
Mountainside
Wednesday, February 13, Lee R. Hale,
57, was picked up from Essex County
and arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Mountainside for $500.
Friday, February 15, LC Barnes, Jr.,
23, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license
following a motor vehicle stop on Route
22. He was given three summonses and
released.
Monday, February 18, Kevin J.
Woodbridge, 25, of Union was arrested
and charged with driving with a suspended license. Police stopped him on
Route 22 for operating a vehicle with
tinted windows. He was processed and
released.
Fanwood
Thursday, February 14, Maryann
Robinson, 45, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on the
100 block of South Avenue on an outstanding Plainfield warrant. According
to police, she also was charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia. She
was processed and turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department, police said.
Thursday, February 14, Abraham B.
Moquera, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of Elizabeth
and Bound Brook after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road.
Thursday, February 14, Antoine L.
Blount, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding Elizabeth warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
Saturday, February 16, Stephen C.
Rogers, 38, of Fanwood was arrested on
an outstanding Scotch Plains warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue.
Saturday, February 16, Leon T.
Golding, 40, of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged with possession of
drug paraphernalia after a motor vehicle
stop on Midway Avenue. According to
police, he also was charged with providing officers with false information and
receiving stolen property after property
reported stolen from Westfield was found
on his person.
Monday, February 18, Rafael H.
Hernandez, 39, of Elizabeth was arrested
on several outstanding Elizabeth warrants and an outstanding Rahway warrant after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue.
Monday, February 18, Christopher R.
Acosta, 19, of Colonia was arrested on
an outstanding Roselle Park warrant after a motor vehicle stop on the 100 block
of South Avenue.
Tuesday, February 19, Joseph H.
Marshall, 34, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Plainfield warrant after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
He was processed and turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department, officials
said.
Tuesday, February 19, Brittany N.
Endaz, 18, of Mountainside was arrested
and charged with possession of a controlled dangerous substance (CDS) after
a motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.
According to police, she also was charged
with possession of a CDS with intent to
distribute. Bail is pending, police said.

Local Officials on
State Fiscal Crisis
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

blymen live off the state trough anyway. It’s irresponsible. Public officials have unreal benefits,” he stated.
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
said, “We’re not attacking the root of
the problem. The root of the problem
is revenue and spending. I am also
concerned about the unintended consequences of raising tolls that high.
New Jersey-based businesses will relocate elsewhere to save money. As
more companies move out, this will
impact revenues. Not a simple equation to assume a toll increase will
raise revenue. It’s more complex with
businesses leaving the state. We must
have a climate friendly to businesses.
Otherwise, you have a point of diminishing returns, which is hard to
quantify.
“The pension system is also unrealistic. It becomes a tool to supplement
income and encourages career politicians. Trenton is so beholden to special interests. Look at what we’ve done
in Westfield. In the past few years,
we’ve removed people from the payroll. Why can’t the state do that? This
is not in the best interest of future
generations. I think he’ll (the Governor) have a hard time getting it passed,”
Mayor Skibitsky added.
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
commended the Governor for taking
on the state’s budget woes and for
making the “unpopular” choice to

lower spending.
Mayor Mahr told The Times, “I
agree with freezing spending and
that’s a significant part of the plan,
which gets overshadowed. The Governor is proposing over $2 billion in
cuts, which has never been proposed
before. That’s historic. From attending meetings and speaking with the
Governor’s office, I think the toll
road proposal will be modified.
“The dialogue is still going on.
People are focusing on the toll hikes,
but there are other components to the
plan. When we hear the Governor’s
state budget address, it will paint a
clearer picture. The $2.5 billion in cuts
and freezing will be addressed. This
will affect every agency and municipality, and all will feel the pinch. It will
be very sobering,” Mayor Mahr said.
“The Governor should get some
acknowledgment for stepping up and
painting this picture, regardless of his
solutions. There will most likely be
another loud outcry when the $2.5
billion in cuts are revealed. I agree that
more discussion about pension obligations is in order. It’s very easy to
have a knee-jerk reaction to his proposal, but until we see what the final
plan looks like and until he passes a
budget, it’s only a dialogue right now.”
The Governor’s proposal and a section for public input is on the website
nj.gov/governor.
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Congressional Hopefuls
Prepare for Conventions

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Zogby Poll: McCain Beats
Clinton But Loses to Obama
A new Zogby Poll has shown that
Senator John McCain (R-Ariz.), the
likely Republican nominee for President, would defeat Senator Hillary
Clinton (D-N.Y.), by a 42 to 37 percent margin, but lose to Senator
Barack Obama (D-Ill.), 47 to 37 percent. The online survey of 7,468
“likely voters” was conducted between February 8 and 11 and has a
margin of error of plus/minus 1.2
percentage points.
Andrews Faces Challenge
In Bid for 11th Term
Politickernj.com has reported that
Rep. Rob Andrews (LD-1, Camden)
is facing a Primary Election challenge from A.S. Mahdi Ibn-Ziyad, an
Air Force veteran and member of the
Camden County Democratic Committee. He charged that while Mr.
Andrews has sponsored 526 bills in
his 19 years in the House of Representatives, only four of them made it
to the floor of Congress, and none
became law. Mr. Andrews has been in
Congress for 20 years.
Grand Jury Indicts
Former Bergen Senator
A federal grand jury has indicted
former state Sen. Joseph Coniglio
(LD-38, Paramus) on corruption
charges, according to news reports.
Coniglio has been the subject of a
grand-jury investigation regarding
$1.6 million in state grant money his
former employer, Hackensack University Center, received while he was
a state senator. Coniglio was a $5,000per-month plumbing consultant for
the hospital from 2004 to 2006. He
did seek reelection last year.
Tom Moran Leaves
Ledger for PSEG
Politicker.com has reported that
Star-Ledger political columnist Tom
Moran, a Westfield resident, has left
the paper to take a job with PSE&G.
Town CFO Arrested
For Stealing $10,000
Dennis Gerber, 57, of Saddle
Brook, former chief financial officer

of Lincoln Park, has been arrested
and charged with stealing more than
$10,000 from the town, The StarLedger has reported.
Gerber was charged with official
misconduct and theft. He resigned from
the $84,000-a-year job on February 8.
He posted the $25,000 bail and was
released pending a court date.
Brothers Plead Guilty
In Linden to Bribery Scheme
Frank Rose, the former head of
Linden’s Neighborhood Preservation
Program, has pleaded guilty in federal
court to accepting $189,000 in bribes,
according to The Star-Ledger. Rose
pleaded guilty to steering 126 contracts
valued at $5.2 million to six contractors, including his brother, Anthony
Rose, who headed Linden’s Department of Parking and Transportation.
Anthony Rose said he bribed his
brother to gain 37 contracts valued at
$1.33 million for two constructionmaintenance businesses in which he
had an interest. The older Rose moved
to Florida last year when Mayor Richard Gerbounka came to office but
continued to run the program and
threatened to sue the city when it
demanded he show up for work to his
$90,000-a-year job.
Kyrillos Passes on Run
For U.S. Senate in ‘08
State Senator Joseph Kyrillos (LD13, Middletown) has opted not to run
for the U.S. Senate seat that will be
contested in November. He would have
joined a field that includes millionaire
businesswomanAnne Evans Estabrook,
State Senator Joseph Pennacchio (LD26, Morris Plains) and economics professor Murray Sabrin. They are vying
to challenge incumbent, Sen. Frank
Lautenberg in November.
Corzine Seeks Input
On State Budget Cuts
Governor Jon Corzine has added a
new tool on his website allowing citizens to suggest spending cuts in the
upcoming state budget visting nj.gov/
governor and clicking the “Direct Citizen Input on Reducing Spending”
button.

Gazsi and Golush Named UC
Chairs of Citizens Campaign
WESTFIELD — The Citizens’
Campaign has announced the appointment of its Union County chairs,
Shirley Gazsi and David Golush.
Ms. Gazsi has worked in the communications and marketing area of the
nonprofit world for more than 20 years,
with institutions such as The Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation and Columbia University. She was co-founding producer for National Public Radio’s
“On the Media” and worked on projects
with Walter Cronkite and Sigourney
Weaver. She authored a report used to
brief President Bill Clinton on joint
United States/Africa projects.
Mr. Golush is a certified public
accountant with 35 years of experience in public accounting, Wall Street
and private equity. He is treasurer for
the Center for Civic Responsibility
and helped the New York City Police
and Fire Widows’ and Children’s
Benefit Fund raise more than $120
million. He also serves on the Board
of the Jewish Federation of Central

New Jersey and was a member of
Westfield Republican Committee.
“As county chairs, Shirley and
David will join other Citizens’ Campaign Chairs throughout our state in
ridding New Jersey of its reputation
for corruption by building a culture
of service capable of drawing new
leaders from outside the political establishment,” according a Citizens’
Campaign release. “They will empower regular citizens to take leadership roles in government and politics,
and promote government reforms
which increase citizen power.”
They will assist in coordinating citizen leadership forums and Citizens’
Campaign reform law presentations
in their county. To date, nine Citizens’
Campaign model ordinances have been
adopted throughout Union County.
Harry Pozycki, chairman of the
Citizens’ Campaign said, “By lending their leadership to the campaign,
Union County citizens have two great
leaders to work with them.”

ASSISTING COPS…Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada, left,
Union County Police Chief Dan Vaniska, second from left, and Union County
Emergency Management Director Ben Laganga, right, show Linden Police Deputy
Chief Sal Bivona, center, and Fanwood Police Chief Donald Domanoski a breaching
kit, which allows police quicker access into a locked building in an emergency.

Soil at Clark Schools Did
Not Meet State Guidelines
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood Board
of Education reported on Tuesday that
topsoil used during construction
projects at three Clark schools, including Arthur L. Johnson High School
(ALJ), which services Garwood students, failed to meet guidelines set forth
by the New Jersey Schools Development Authority (SDA).
The board also said it will begin
reviewing applications for the superintendent position. The deadline for
applications was last week. A new or
interim superintendent needs to be
named by May 15. Teresa Quigley
has served as acting superintendent
since Wilfred Murphy’s retirement in
December due to illness.
A fact sheet provided by the Clark
school district stated the soil, a majority of which was placed at ALJ, contained slightly elevated levels of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs).
Officials stressed there was no health
risk posed to students or staff.
“They did insist that there was no
health hazard with this because the
levels were so low,” said Christine
Guerriero, the Garwood liaison to the
Clark Board of Education.
The SDA required that D&K, a
general contractor working on construction projects in the Clark school

district, provide certification of the
topsoil used at the schools to show
that it was “free of rocks, boulders
and foreign debris.”
The soil was spread in May, but by
January the SDA had still not received
certification of the soil. On January 4,
the SDA required the contractor to
conduct a test of the soil. These tests
showed elevated levels of PAHs, which
are often found in asphalt. After reviewing the findings of the report with
the state departments of health and
environmental protection, the SDA determined that there was no health risk.
The SDA enforced the stipulations
of the contract and required that D&K
replace all topsoil at ALJ as well as at
Frank K. Hehnly Elementary School
and Carl H. Kumpf Middle School, the
other schools where the soil was used.
“It was just because the contract
called for this, and they got that,” Ms.
Guerriero said.
The replacement plan calls for the
first six inches of soil to be removed
from the sites and for tests to be conducted to ensure that no PAHs spread
into the remaining soil. The Clark school
board also has requested an independent review of soil at district schools to
ensure it is free of contaminants.
The replacement was to be completed earlier this week, barring
weather delays.

Kean, DeCroce Question
Constitutionality of PBC
TRENTON — State Senate Republican Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD21, Westfield) and Assembly Republican Leader Alex DeCroce (LD-26,
Morris Plains) have asked the nonpartisan Office of Legislative Services (OLS) to examine the constitutionality of Governor Jon Corzine’s
proposal to grant a Public Benefits
Corporation (PBC) an exclusive franchise to manage New Jersey’s toll
roads, questioning whether the plan
violates the state’s constitutional prohibition against special legislation.
Mr. Kean and Mr. DeCroce said
that the issue arises under Article IV,
Section 7, paragraph 9 of the New
Jersey Constitution, which states,
“The Legislature shall not pass any
private, special or local laws... Granting to any corporation, association or
individual any exclusive privilege,
immunity or franchise whatever...”

Specifically, the draft bill requires
the successor to the New Jersey Turnpike Authority, the Capital Solutions
Corporation (CSC), to enter into a
long-term concession agreement with
the yet-to-be-created PBC. The bill
requires that the CSC “enter into a
concession agreement with the PBC
on a sole-source basis, giving it the
exclusive right to operate maintain,
manage, expand and improve any or
all assets of the CSC specified in the
agreement during the PBC concession period and to impose, adjust and
collect tolls and charges.”
“The language of the state constitution clearly prohibits the Legislature from ‘granting any corporation
or individual any exclusive privilege,
immunity or franchise whatever,’” Mr.
Kean said. “Due to the private nature
of the PBC, this agreement appears to
fall within that prohibition, and we
believe that OLS should weigh in on
the constitutionality of the Governor’s
toll hike plan immediately.”
“On its face, this appears to be a
violation of the constitutional prohibition against granting a corporation
an exclusive franchise, and we are
asking OLS if they concur in this
opinion,” Mr. DeCroce said. “We already know that this plan is not fiscally prudent, but now it appears the
Governor’s proposal is not even constitutional. If that is the case, it would
be the final blow to this already
troubled proposal.”

WESTFIELD – Republican Seventh Congressional District candidates gathered Monday night to discuss their stances on pressing issues
with members of the Westfield GOP
committee.
The district includes sections of
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset and
Union Counties. Rep. Michael
Ferguson, a Republican from New
Providence, who was first elected in
2000, opted not to seek a fifth term
this year.
All but one of the seven candidates
gathered at the home of Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield), the Westfield GOP committee chairman.
Meeting with Westfield GOP
committee members at the informal
cocktail reception were Leonard
Lance, a state senator from
Hunterdon County; Kate Whitman,
a former Congressional staffer and
daughter of former Governor Christine Whitman; Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks; former Warren Township mayor Victor Sordillo; former
Summit City Council President
Kelly Hatfield; and Tom Roughneen
of Watchung, former assistant prosecutor in Essex and Union Counties. Chris Venis of Hillsborough, a
government-relations professional
and political operative, did not attend.
Mr. Sordillo said he has been focusing on winning the party line in
Somerset County, his home county.
“I believe whoever wins the Somerset
County line will win the primary.” He
said the county accounts for about 33
percent of the total vote in the Seventh District.
“But the beauty of our central location [is that] we’ll pull more votes
from Union and Hunterdon than the
others will,” Mr. Sordillo said.
He said the central issues voters
care about are the Iraq war and national defense. A vice president and
global technical services manager for
Chubb & Son, Inc., Mr. Sordillo said
he helped New Jersey establish its
homeland security department and
has “worked in security all over the
world.”
“I believe we need to finish what
we started there (Iraq). And when we
finish there…we will continue to hold
a very important position in the world.
And I want to make sure we spend
more time cultivating our friends
rather than focusing on our enemies,”
Mr. Sordillo said.
Mr. Lance said he hopes “to be
competitive at all four [county] conventions.” The Hunterdon County
GOP will hold its convention this
Monday, February 25, followed by
the Union County convention on Saturday, March 1. Middlesex and
Somerset will hold their conventions
a month later.
“Hunterdon County will produce
the largest vote in the primary,” he
said. “But I would not choose one
county over another. I think they are
all key.”
He said a candidate who wins a
convention “has a leg up.”
Mr. Lance said he sees the key
issue as “fiscal responsibility” and
comparing “[the Republican
candidate’s] position with that of
[likely Democratic nominee for Congress] Linda Stender.” Mrs. Stender
is a state assemblywoman and
Fanwood resident.
“And I believe I am best able to do
that because we both have voting
records in the Legislature,” Mr. Lance
said. “I am New Jersey’s leading opponent of borrowing without voter
approval, and I have the courage of
those convictions regardless of which
party controls Trenton. I will vote my
conscience in Washington regardless
of who is in control.”
Meanwhile, Ms. Hatfield said she
has been “running against Linda
Stender. That’s how I view this (cam-

paign).”
“It’s the economy,” she responded
when asked about the main issue concerning Republican voters. “They are
upset about [the lack of] fiscal discipline in Washington.” She also listed
the national debt and high property
taxes, as well as federal income tax as
voters’ main concerns.
“That (high property taxes) is the
reason people are moving out of
New Jersey,” Ms Hatfield said. “The
other paramount issue is national
security.” She criticized Congress
for not taking action to extend the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act (FISA).
Ms. Hatfield accused the Democratic majority in Congress of putting
“the rights of the terrorists over protecting [national security].”
Ms. Whitman said she has been
going door-to-door to meet with
GOP committee members to discuss her stances on hot-button issues and to dismiss any notion that
she expected to win solely because
of her name.
She said taxes is among the issues
she has been talking about, saying
Hunterdon County residents pay the
highest alternative minimum tax
(AMT) in the nation, with Somerset
County citizens paying the third highest. The AMT is aimed at higherincome earners.
“[People are mostly concerned
about] the economy and taxes,
healthcare, security and the war in
Iraq,” Ms. Whitman said.
“Obviously, I want to bring our
troops home as soon as possible,” she
said, noting she supports the decisions of military leaders on war decisions, “not politicians in Washington.”
“Linda Stender wants to bring
the troops home the day after she’s
elected, which is not reality,” Ms.
Whitman said, saying she does
not support a timetable for exiting
Iraq.
Mr. Roughneen, who joined the
race in January, said he grew up in
Union Township and lived a year in
Mountainside before serving in the
military and going to law school. He
has been in the Army Reserves for 20
years and has three brothers in the
military.
“I come in as the underdog, obviously,” Mr. Roughneen said. He said
federal spending is a big issue. He
said programs would have to be cut if
Social Security and Medicare are to
be preserved. “It’s got to be a wakeup
call. You can’t wait until the train
wreck [before being more fiscally
responsive].”

Deadline is Monday
To File BOE Seats
AREA — All three Westfield Board
of Education incumbents and one
current Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education member have filed for
reelection to their board seats.
The deadline to submit nominating petitions is this Monday, February 25, by 4 p.m.
In Westfield, Ann Cary, Alice
Hunnicutt and Gary McCready have
filed. No other candidates had filed as
of Tuesday.
SPF BOE member Warren McFall
of Scotch Plains has filed for another
term. The seats held by Donald Parisi
and Fanwood representative Sasha
Slocum are also for election this year.
No other candidates have filed.
The seats of Mountainside BOE
President John Perrin and board member Scot Worswick expire this year.
No other candidates had filed as of
Tuesday.
Only former Garwood BOE member Linda Koenig has filed for a seat
in Garwood. The seats of Gary Maher,
Christine Guerriero and Monty Brown
are up this year.
Nominating petitions can be picked
up in the respective BOE business
offices.

Experience
35 South Ave., Fanwood, NJ
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ
908- 322-4178 • www.mattressfac.com

Oh Yes, It’s a Fundraiser Comedy Night for

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
Get ready for some fun as
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick,
Rodney Laney and Lisa Landry deliver

STAND-UP COMEDY (Adults only)
Wed. Feb. 27 – 6 to 9 pm
CROSSROADS AT GARWOOD
78 North Avenue, Garwood, NJ – 908-232-5666
$150 per person – includes buffet dinner
Information: please call Mary at 908-322-7000
Paid for by Bramnick For Assembly: 279 Watchung Fork, Westfield NJ. Dan Conolly Treasurer.

“Visit our Showrooms
and Feel for Yourself”
The Shovlin family is proud to be serving
our customers and the community for
over 20 years.

•TRUST – A family business built on reputation.
•QUALITY – The finest materials create a superior
Mattress, manufactured locally.
•FULL SERVICE – Delivered from our showroom
to your home, including custom sizes & firmness.
•VALUE – Quality & Luxury, we invest in our
product, not the hype.
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Prosecutor Shows Leadership
In Putting Criminals Behind Bars
Since the escape of two inmates at the Union
County jail in December, County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow has been turning over every stone to find
out what went wrong. Under his leadership, the jail
director was reassigned, pending his retirement in
March, the assistant jail director was fired, and now,
two correction officers and three sergeants face
dismissal as a result of the December 14 escape of
Otis Blunt and Jose Espinosa. The inmates were
captured in Mexico City and Elizabeth, respectively,
following a nearly month-long international manhunt.
Mr. Romankow, who is not in charge of the jail,
showed real leadership in taking on this investigation. A top-to-bottom review of the jail was conducted. Already, razor wiring has been placed on the
roof of the jail to prevent inmates from jumping over
the existing barbed-wire fencing, and cameras have
been installed on the exterior perimeters of the jail.
Headcounts are required to ensure all inmates are in
their jail cells. No checks were conducted, however,
on the day of the jail escape.
We believe the actions taken by Mr. Romankow
and interim jail director Gary Hilton are well justified. The county has hired Brian Riordan, a 20-year
veteran New York City Corrections Department
warden, as the new jail director.
Besides his efforts to enhance the jail operation,
Mr. Romankow’s office has regularly kept the media
informed of the numerous cases his office has prosecuted. These cases include that of an Elizabeth
family that bilked an 89-year-old Westfield man out
of $235,000 and a prosecutor’s office/Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) raid that broke up a
major cocaine and heroin operation in Elizabeth.
During his nearly six years as prosecutor, Mr.
Romankow has taken down the operations of 15
wholesale drug dealers.
He also helped plug the importance of his assistant
prosecutors during last year’s county freeholder
budget talks, which likely led to a new contract to
help with retention rates. The prosecutors’ office is
a 24/7 operation that responds to the scene of mur-

ders, rapes and other violent crimes to assist in
investigations and provide comfort to the victims.
As prosecutor, Mr. Romankow is the chief lawenforcement officer for the county, with more than
200 employees reporting to him. He operates the
county police academy and works closely with the
21 county municipal police departments, as well as
the county police and sheriff’s office.
The county prosecutor reports to the state’s attorney general. Over the past few years, Peter Harvey
(under Governors Jim McGreevey and Richard
Codey) and Zulima Farber (Governor Jon Corzine)
have held the position.
Mr. Harvey was criticized for not aggressively
pursuing political corruption cases. Ms. Farber resigned after a report by a retired judge, hired by Mr.
Corzine, determined she violated the state ethics
code by interfering in the motor-vehicle stop of her
boyfriend for driving with a suspended license.
Stuart Rabner succeeded Ms. Farber and was
considered a strong attorney. He resigned nine months
later to become Chief Justice of the state’s Supreme
Court. Current Attorney General Anne Milgram has
picked up where Mr. Rabner left off. She has been
fighting crime in New Jersey by working with county
prosecutors and U.S. Attorney Chris Christie.
A former Berkeley Heights mayor, Mr. Romankow
was appointed to the New Jersey State Bar Association in 1966 and practiced law in Westfield for years.
He recently served as president of the state County
Prosecutors Association.
Mr. Romankow led the efforts to educate parents
of the dangers of Shaken Baby Syndrome. He also
has formed taskforces on gang violence, counter
terrorism and insurance fraud.
We applaud his recent reappointment for another
five years by Governor Jon Corzine and the State
Senate.
It is extremely encouraging to know we have such
a hard-working public servant taking criminals off
our streets and improving the quality of life for
Union County residents.
Mr. Romankow, keep up the good work.

Letters to the Editor
‘Westfield HS Athletics Is Money Well Spent;’
Cartoon Last Week Depicts Negative View
We were very disturbed to see the
cartoon published in the February 14
edition of The Leader depicting school
board members wondering if budget
money is properly spent on high school
athletics, and, more disturbingly, depicting student-athletes as not very intelligent. This negative depiction of high
school athletics, and worse still, the student-athletes themselves, is particularly
disturbing in that it appeared on your
editorial page during the school budget
process.
The messages suggested by this cartoon could not be more wrong.
The fact is, no money in the Westfield
schools’ budget is better spent, and yields
a better return, than the money spent on
the Westfield High School (WHS) athletics’ programs and teams.
The WHS athletics’ budget is consistently lean and frugal, funding only the
bare essentials necessary to continue programs for the nearly 1,500 student-athletes participating in them. The WHS
athletics’ budget comprises less than 2
percent of the total budget and pays for:
the 80 hard-working and dedicated
coaches, staff and trainers; the basic
equipment, uniforms and supplies needed
for the teams; bus transportation to and
from away games and competitions and
rental fees for playing and practice facilities. Every penny of it is needed.

Contrary to your cartoon, our school
board should be wondering how it could
dedicate more of our resources to support WHS athletics – the best value in the
school budget.
Most disturbing is the cartoon’s negative depiction of our student-athletes
themselves. The Westfield School Boosters have the great pleasure of awarding
scholarships, through the generous support of the community, to deserving WHS
student-athletes. In reviewing the student-athletes’ scholarship applications,
we are tremendously impressed by their
achievements in academics, athletics, extracurricular activities and service. We
wonder: which of the WHS football players is the cartoon suggesting are not very
smart? Certainly not those represented
by the recent scholarship winners who
are now studying and playing football at
universities like Johns Hopkins and
Washington and Lee?
Our recent scholarship winners also
include young men now studying and
playing lacrosse at Harvard University
and Rutgers University, swimming at
Princeton University, playing basketball
at Colgate University and Montclair State
University, baseball at Wake Forest University, soccer at Bowdoin College, golf
at Rutgers, running track at The College
of William and Mary and other highquality young men who have benefited

WF Resident Says ‘Yellow Pages’
Publishes ‘Offensive’ Advertising
Last week, the 2008-2009 “Union
County Yellow Pages” published by Yellow Book USA arrived on my stoop. I
threw the copy on the front seat of my car.
I eventually picked it up and turned pages
looking at the display ads. What I saw
printed on pages 235 through 239 was
both appalling and offensive to Asian
people, women and to people in general.
Starting on page 235, you will find the
heading “Escort Service.” There are display ad after display ad, which feature
women, over 80 percent of them Asian
women, in vulgar and tasteless ads. These
ads should not be published in a book that
is dropped at the front door of every home
and business in our community.
Here are the names of the first 10
display ads: Asian Beauty, Asian Honey,
Asian Hot Babe, Asian Lover, Asian Pleasure Club, Asian Skin Club, Lace Escorts, Top Asian Beauty, NJ Party Girls
and New Jersey’s Lollipop Girls.
Here are some of the large type copy in
the ads: Exotic and Sexy, Hotel and Residential, Discreet Billing, The Ultimate
Girlfriend Experience, One-on-One, Role
Play, Swing Clubs and much more.

I called the book’s customer service to
register a complaint and was told by their
representative that “if a business gives us
their money, we have to publish the ad.”
This statement does not pass the “smell
test.” Of course, a publisher can pick and
choose what it prints; there are no ads for
adult bookstore and strip clubs in their
book.
In the 1990s, I worked for Sprint Yellow Pages and briefly for Yellow Book
through an acquisition; Sprint Yellow
Pages stopped selling ads to escort services over 10 years ago.
I spoke to the president of “The Local
Yellow Pages,” Doug Brown. His company publishes a local community yellow
pages. They have never accepted display
ads for escort services. They do not feel
that business reflects the values of the
communities they service.
I will not bring this book in my house.
I would not want my 7-year-old daughter
looking at it. It’s time for them to refuse
publishing these exploitive and demeaning ads about women.
Daniel Weiniger
Westfield

greatly from their participation in WHS
athletics, whether they have chosen to
continue participating on sports teams at
the collegiate level or to apply their lessons learned from team sports to other
endeavors.
We also wonder: which female student-athletes does the cartoon suggest
are unable to spell? Certainly not those
represented by the recent scholarship
winners now studying and playing soccer and tennis at Williams College, volleyball at New York University, lacrosse
at Villanova University, soccer at Marist
College, softball at Tufts University and
Franklin and Marshall College, tennis at
Connecticut College, or any other of the
many young women who have gained
self-esteem and confidence from being
part of WHS sports teams.
There is perhaps no better testament
that money has been well spent on WHS
girls’ sports programs than the outstanding products of those programs who have
returned as teachers and coaches of the
girls’ soccer, field hockey and swimming teams, serving as role models for
our girls, and whose compensation for
bringing their dedication back to our
school district is now part of that same
budget.
We wonder how anyone who attended
the memorial service for legendary WHS
coach Gary Kehler just a few months
ago, or even just read the outpouring of
gratitude from his former student-athletes in this newspaper, could publish a
cartoon questioning whether budget
money for WHS athletics is money properly spent. Coach Kehler, through WHS
athletics, taught boys priceless lessons
about their own capabilities that have
guided their lives as men. That is what
great coaches do, and continue to do at
WHS. That is what playing team sports
does – it teaches young men and women
life lessons about dedication, discipline,
teamwork, setting goals, dealing with
successes, recovering from setbacks, and
so much more. That is the legacy for
which we in the Westfield community
are responsible to continue to support,
and for which we should be grateful.
So, to answer this thoughtless cartoon: Yes, when the Board of Education
sits down to prepare the school budget
for our vote, we trust they know that the
money dedicated to WHS athletics is
very well spent, and that our outstanding
coaches, staff, trainers and student-athletes are more than worth spending it on,
as an integral part of our sons’ and daughters’ education for life.
John Bennett
Westfield School Boosters Assoc.

Letters to the Editor
Valentine’s Day Restores Scotch Plains
Resident’s Faith In Fellow Man
My fellow co-workers and I were pictured in last week’s Scotch PlainsFanwood Times at Irma’s Hallmark preparing for Valentine’s Day. This is always a very busy day, and in this very
busy lifestyle we all live in, it is sometimes a last-minute holiday. Therefore,
the stress is there for all of us.
I recently had several situations that so
restored my faith in humanity. Valentine’s
Day is a day when we all want to show
our love and caring for one another. One
of my experiences was an elderly gentleman purchasing a Valentine for his wife
of 61 years, who had just recently passed
away a few months ago. He was planning
to still bring the card to her resting place
and set it there so she would know he was
still there thinking of her.
It just filled my eyes when speaking to

him, the love he had and missed.
Others were the young fathers with
their children buying cards for
“Mommy” along with wives, husbands
and loved ones buying for each other. I
have worked in this retail area for over
25 years, and it can be so busy at times
that you sometimes don’t get a chance
to see how much good there is in all of
us. It sometimes takes a day like
Valentine’s Day, but whatever the day
or case may be, at least it’s there and
that’s what’s important.
There are many good, caring and loving people out there in this hectic world
we live in. That is so-ooo a good thing;
So very happy to be part of it.
Millie Wagner
Scotch Plains

Westfield School Superintendent
Dolan Disappointed over Cartoon
The Westfield Leader has a
longstanding tradition of supporting and
encouraging the young people in this
town. High school and college students
with an interest in journalism write for
the newspaper each summer. Most editions of The Leader include a column,
“The Student View,” written by a current
high school student. As the Superintendent of Schools for Westfield, I have
always been proud of the writing of our
students and graduates, and I appreciate
the opportunities provided to them by
The Westfield Leader.
Our local paper is also a great supporter of our sports teams. The efforts
and successes of our teams and individual student-athletes are covered enthusiastically each week. One of my
favorite stories this year came from the
“Devil’s Den” column. The story did not
focus on the football team’s exploits on

the field; rather, it described how senior
members of the team visited an ailing
Gary Kehler to present him with the
game ball from the Thanksgiving Day
game. I applaud the staff of The Westfield
Leader for acknowledging the efforts of
the student-athletes.
Imagine how disappointed I was to
see the cartoon in the February 14, 2008
edition of the paper. The cartoon depicted student football players and cheerleaders as being illiterate and ignorant.
Our young people need encouragement
for continuing to do their best as they
prepare for their futures. I hope that last
week’s cartoon was an aberration and
that the students in Westfield will be able
to continue to count on The Westfield
Leader for some of that encouragement.
Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Westfield Schools

Dem Chair Questions if SP Council
Wants to Help on Cell Tower Issues
Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
the Scotch Plains Township attorney,
mayor and council, and copied to the
newspaper.
I am writing in response to your [attorney] letter of February 12, 2008 continuing our discussion of finding language
for an ordinance to help the residents of
Scotch Plains in preventing cell towers
from going into residential areas. It is
clear that there cannot be a wholesale
prohibition on such placement, but there
are provisions, which can be put in an
ordinance that would increase a resident’s
chances of being successful in opposing
many towers that may be proposed.
Based on the present location of cellular antennas in and around Scotch Plains,
I believe most, if not all, new ones can be
prevented. A little help from the local
government would make it easier for
Scotch Plains residents to be successful.
Your letter raises two kinds of objections to my proposal, one kind is legal
and the other relates to policy issues best
left for the council. I will respond first to
the legal positions and then comment on
the policy ones.
You assert that “it would be a gap in
coverage that determines whether a cell
tower is necessary and not the distance
from any existing structures.” This statement, of course, does not address any
legal issue, which relates to the ordinance I have proposed. The issue which
the council needs to consider is whether
or not this ordinance, or any other ordinance, can be passed by them, which can
properly affect the outcome of a proceeding before the zoning board of adjustment with regard to the installation
of a new cell tower, which will benefit
the residents of Scotch Plains.
As I am sure you are aware the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the
“TCA”) specifically was passed as a
compromise between local zoning authority and federal interests in building a
national wireless communications network. There is a specific provision in the
act for the preservation of local zoning
authority with regard to, among other
things, the placement of cell towers. Thus,
it is clear that the council can pass an
ordinance regarding the placement of
cell towers without violating the TCA.
The TCA did put limitations on the
power of the local authority to regulate
the placement of cell towers. Those limitations are also specifically spelled out in
the TCA. The language I suggested would
not, on its face, interfere with those limitations
The following is a quote from the
Ogden case we have been discussing and

begins on Page 8 of the copy I sent to
you. [Reference omitted for brevity].
With regard to the issue of what a gap
is and it’s significances in this discussion, I call you attention to the case of
Omnipoint Communications Enterprises,
L.P. v. Zoning Hearing Bd. of Easttown
Tp,. 331 F.3d 386, at 398 C.A.3
(Pa.),2003, which I referred to in one of
my earlier e-mails. At Page 386, the
court said, “Not all gaps in a particular
provider’s service will involve a gap in
the service available to remote users.”
Thus, a “gap in coverage” may determine the need of a cell tower for a cellular company, it does not determine the
need of a cell tower for purposes of the
TCA. For a more in-depth discussion of
this issue, I refer you to the discussion in
the above case that follows the above
quoted sentence.
It appears to me that the remainder of
your letter relates more to policy issues
than it does to the law. These matters are
best left to the council. This is particularly true under the present circumstances, where you have been represented
by the mayor as being nonpartisan.
Since I have never asserted that I was
nonpartisan, I will comment on these
policy issues. First, the fact that the ordinance was “ineffective” in the Ogden
case should be of no relevance to this
council’s consideration of enacting such
an ordinance or another one. The ordinance in Ogden would prevent a tower
from being constructed at the Willow
Brook swim club. There is a tower sixtenths of a mile away from the Willow
Grove swim club on the top of which the
applicant has an antenna. That tower
does not cover Willow Brook swim club
because it appears the applicant intentionally left a sector antenna off of the
existing tower in the direction facing the
Willow Grove swim club.
You also commented that the zoning
board of adjustment can consider other
structures in the area in its deliberations.
This is true, but it would consider it
under different legal standards, and the
burden of proof would be on the residents without the ordinance and on the
applicant with the ordinance. This, of
course, is a major difference.
The council has to decide if it wants to
seriously consider helping the residents
I speak of or continue to posture and
reject any attempt to seriously address
this issue. As I have said, I am available
to work with the council and provide any
input requested.
Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains Democrat
Committee Chairman

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Senescent – Growing old
2. Sepicolous – Growing in hedges
3. Amygdaline – Resembling almonds
4. Sitology – The study of foods, nutrition, etc.
GUTTATE
1. Spotted, as with drops
2. Rotund, obese
3. Capable of being torn apart or disunited
4. To puncture; pierce
SEPELITION
1. A formation of new flesh in a wound;
a cicatrix
2. Separation; division
3. Burial; interment
4. A heated debate or dispute
THILL
1. To saturate; soak
2. A shaft to which a horse is hitched to
a wagon
3. To mix; mingle
4. Untidy or dirty
DIRDUM
1. A wartlike lump or node
2. A fight or contest for mastery
3. A song of lamentation; a dirge
4. A loud outcry of blame or rebuke

More Commentary
See page 5

Letters to
the Editor
Thank You for Helping
With Holiday Program
On behalf of the Local Assistance
Board and myself, a sincere “thank you”
is extended to all who participated in our
holiday program. Because of your generosity, approximately 900 Westfield
men, women and children were assisted.
Thanks to you, their holidays were made
brighter, and their hearts were filled with
hope for the New Year ahead.
Also, the generous donations received
by The Caring Neighbor Fund will enable us to continue this caring and sharing initiative throughout the year. Again,
thank you all.
Lillian Corsi
Westfield Human Services

Leader/Times Sets
Internship Program
WESTFIELD — The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
invite area college and high-school students with an interest in journalism and
newspaper operations to apply to the
2008 Summer Internship Program. The
longstanding program will be divided
into two types of part-time, paid internships: staff interns and correspondent
interns.
The staff intern program will accept a
limited number of students to work alongside the office staff in a work/study environment with hands-on assignments involving operations, writing, photography, copyediting, graphic design, layout, video, communications and the
Internet.
The correspondent intern program will
accept a limited number of students to
undertake reporting assignments, such
as covering local meetings and events for
publication.
The newspaper staff will guide the
interns on journalistic standards and accountability. The staff intern program
will require greater time, while the correspondent program will be more flexible. Applicants may apply to either or
both programs. The newspaper advisory
committee will complete the selection
process by early spring. Application to
the program must be done online at
goleader.com/internship before by March
8. Early registration is recommended.

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
Phone - (908) 232-4407

For More Information
See goleader.com/help
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Rotary’s Pancake Breakfast
Has Become Local Tradition
By DR. D. MICHAEL HART

WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club
of Westfield and The Westfield Leader
have a shared history of supporting
the community. Walter J. Lee, The
Leader’s owner in 1921, was one of
the charter members of the Rotary
Club of Westfield. Current publisher
Horace Corbin also has been very
supportive of Rotary functions.
The Rotary Club ran many projects
for boys in Westfield, including starting the Fishing Rodeo (now derby) at
Mindowaskin, which is still run by
the police department; supporting the
Boy Scouts and starting the Little
League Baseball program. The Rotary decided to have a lunch for the
girls for the sake of equality.
On May 17, 1922, the girls from
the senior class of Westfield High
School were invited to a luncheon at
the Westfield Rotary Club, at which
Mabel S. Douglass was the speaker.
She was the founder and the dean of
the New Jersey College for Women,
which later was renamed Douglass
College in her honor. Ms. Douglass
was so inspiring that the Rotary Club
Board of Directors met immediately
after the meeting and decided to start
a student loan program to help worthy students – both boys and girls.
During the next six years,
fundraisers were held, with the funds
loaned out to those students who were
deemed worthy. In 1929, Charles
Philhower, superintendent of schools,
was the president of the Rotary Club,
which, at that time, had 38 members.
He started a fund by appropriating
$200 from the general fund and asked
all members to make a donation on
their birthdays. A set of rules was
made up to govern the distribution of
scholarship loans to worthy students
and was named the Scholarship Fund.
The loan fund operated quite well for
many years until World War II started.
After World War II, the GI Bill made
it easy for returning students to get
loans, so not many loans were made. In
1953, a complete review of the fund
was done, and the rules were changed
for the next year. Instead of loans, grants
were to be given. Any student living
and attending school within the
Westfield club area would be eligible.
There were various fundraisers over
the years, changing each year. These
included a 1958 University of Penn
Glee Club fundraiser project that
made $1,282 and awarded three $400
scholarships and a 1962 Paper Mill
Playhouse party that raised $275. In
1963, the Tamburitzans singing group
from Duquesne University made
$1,500 for the fund, and in 1965, the
group made $3,000 for the fund. Having a different fundraiser every year
created an unpredictable income,
however, and hence the scholarship
committee could not plan on how
many awards to give each year.

At a November board meeting in
1966, it was decided to have a Pancake Day at the high school as a
fundraiser. A total of $3,046.72 was
raised. It was decided to have annual
Pancake Days as fundraisers.
As past president and pancake
chairman in 1999, I coordinated the
restructuring of Rotary Pancake Day.
We included a children’s fair that
brought in younger families, advertised through the newspapers and flyers and had live entertainment from
the middle and high school musical
groups.
Also during the annual event, free
Rotary balloons are given out and
cartoon characters in costume circulate through the room. Additionally,
there is a bake sale, a sales table, the
50-50 raffle and advertising on
placemats.
The Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Cub
Scouts, Brownies, the Rotary Interact Club, Rotary Early Act Clubs, the
high school Key Club and the YMCA
Young Leaders Corps were recruited
to serve as volunteers for the event. In
addition, the police department offers free fingerprinting ID for kids.
My efforts also led to creation of a
database of 600 people, including
former scholarship recipients, former
Rotarians, Rotary Humanitarian
Award winners and friends of Rotary,
who are mailed tickets. Free tickets
also were given to local churches and
charitable groups in town. This greatly
increased the profits of the event and
boosted the number of attendees,
making it truly a community event.
Since the inception of Pancake Day
in 1967, the Rotary Club has awarded
$1.9 million in scholarship grants to
1,492 students.
Applications for college scholarships are being accepted at the Guidance Office of Westfield High School
prior to April 1. The Rotary Club
Scholarship Committee reviews the
applications and interviews every applicant. Recipients are selected on
the basis of three areas: 1) Financial
need 2) Applicant’s character, leadership and community service and 3)
Academic achievement. The one-time
awards are made to high school seniors living in Westfield.
Pancake Day is Saturday, March 8,
from 8 a.m. to noon at Westfield High
School. Tickets are $7 at the door. The
proceeds go to the Rotary Scholarship
Fund. There is a children’s fair with
face painting, Moonwalk, miniature
golf, balloons and prizes. School and
community music groups will provide
entertainment.
For more information on the Rotary Club of Westfield, visit the club’s
website at westfieldrotary.com.
*******
Dr. Hart is a member of the board
of directors of the Rotary Club of
Westfield and past district governor
of Rotary International District 7510.
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Painful Ideas Suggested to Deal
With The New Jersey Fiscal Crisis
These are comments collected by
the newspaper from the public and
elected officials who suggested ways
to deal with the $100 billion of debt
and liabilities faced by the taxpayers
of New Jersey but wished to remain
anonymous. You can view the
Governor’s message of the crisis at
goleader.com. This will air soon on
local TV-34 and TV-36.
*****
Governor must declare a “Fiscal
State of Emergency.”
Boards of education, counties and
municipalities are ignoring the Governor in that they are not limiting
their expenditures and not preventing
further tax increases. These entities
must prepare contingency budgets to
deal with the emergency.
Include all state, county, schools,
judges and local government entities
in an emergency-reform initiative.
Protect all legitimate employees
with total compensation of less than
some par number, such as $55,000
per year.
If layoffs are made, make them
from the top down, not bottom up –
particularly eliminate featherbed political jobs and those holding more
than one position. Eliminate many of
the unnecessary paid commissioner
positions.
For all government employees (including executives and officials)
above par compensation (including
state, county, schools and local government), institute a pay cut per a
sliding scale starting at zero for those
at par and increasing gradually to 15
percent [or so] at $175,000 [or so],
continuing with the slope above that.
No exclusions. Include university
presidents, UMDNJ, football and
basketball coaches. Institute a maximum compensation allowable in the
state, such as $400,000 [or so]. Freeze
the levels until the emergency is over.
Remove all part-time employees
and professionals from the benefit
system. Remove ineligible, fraudulent people from the benefit system.
Eliminate people from collecting
more than one government salary and
compensations. This goes beyond
dual-office holding, include the combination of government employees
that are also elected officials.
Eliminate paid unused sick days.
Pay only sick days when someone is
sick. Get a doctor’s note, or such
verification. Sick days must not be
paid vacation days.
Shift all employees of state, county,
education and municipal to self-managed 401(k) plans. Make eligibility
and details similar to private industry
and similar to Social Security age
definitions.
Consolidate the 600 or so school
district teachers contracts, the 560 or
so municipal contracts and 21 county
contracts. Have one statewide set of
contracts that is limited by the available funds allocated by the Legisla-

ture, no benefits of an undefined/
unfunded nature.
As a group, require the counties,
school districts and municipalities to
deal with the property-tax problem
and make them establish priorities
based on the limited funds. In that they
spend the money, they must be held
directly accountable and must not operate independently of each other when
dealing with the property tax.
Conduct unannounced audits
throughout all levels of government
and education. Streamline operations;
eliminate no-shows jobs, duplication
and abusive patronage.
Pay all bills fully and honestly,
establish escrows and sinking funds
where necessary and pay down the
debt.
State government must not spend
more than 90 percent [or so] of revenue and must apply the balance to
debt reduction. No more unsupported
borrowing. No more gimmicks. No
more unfunded mandates. No more
unfunded legislation. No more judicial mandates that unconstitutionally
cross over into the jurisdiction of the
Legislature.
Develop fairness and competitiveness in healthcare. Have employees
share in the costs and have decisionmaking options so that efficient and
fair decisions are made.
Insurance and healthcare industries
in the state are a disgrace. Many
elected officials and politicians own
law firms and companies doing business with the state and profit from it.
There are many conflicts of interest
that must be eliminated.
Eliminate businesses from paying
employees off-the-books. Require
verified Social Security numbers for
all employees and address the illegalalien problem in business.
Prosecute businesses that hide cash
and don’t pay their fair share of taxes.
Re-evaluate non-profits that operate for the sake of tax avoidance, yet
consume public-funded resources.
Eliminate abusive overtime.
*****
Many of these difficult issues will
be discussed by the Legislature over
the next several months to deal with
the fiscal crisis in New Jersey and to
arrive at government budgets for 2009
and beyond. The Governor seeks your
ideas at nj.gov/governor. Click on the
“Direct Citizen” input link.
You can provide your anonymous
comments to The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times at goleader.com/feedback and
you can submit your public comments
to editor@goleader.com.
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‘Great Decisions’ Comes
To Westfield Adult School
WESTFIELD — The Westfield Adult
School and the Westfield Memorial Library are co-sponsoring “Great Decisions 2008” in March and April. “Great
Decisions,” established in 1954 by the
Foreign Policy Association, is the longest-running civic-education program in
the United States dedicated to foreign
affairs.
Participants view PBS broadcasts and
discuss global issues shaping U.S. foreign policy. Briefing books provide historical background; summaries of opinion ballots are shared with the White
House, Congress, Departments of State
and Defense, the press and the public.
Participants can register for the full
series of eight discussions or attend any
individual session. The series runs on

Wednesdays at the library, located at
550 East Broad Street, from March 5
through April 30, from 1 to 3 p.m.. This
semester’s subjects include Iraq End
Game, European Union at 50, Talking to
Our Enemies, Russia, U.S. Defense and
Security Policy, Latin America, U.S.–
China Trade Policy and Private Philanthropy.
For more information, or to register,
visit westfieldnj.com/adultschool, call
(908)
232-2942,
or
e-mail
adultschool@westfieldnj.com. Registration is also available in person at Westfield
High School, Monday evenings from 7 to
9 p.m. beginning February 25.

Ed Fund of Westfield
To Hold March Auction

WESTFIELD — On Sunday, March 9,
at 2 p.m., The Friends of the Westfield
Memorial Library will present “From
Shakespeare to the Sunset Boulevard: the
Story of the Broadway Musical,” featuring Robert Butts, conductor and lecturer.
The library Community Room is located
at 550 East Broad Street in Westfield.
This program precedes the 30th Gaston
Award, given annually to a town member
or group who have demonstrated a sincere interest in the library and helped
support and further the library’s activities.
This year, Jane Stepanski is the recipient. Ms. Stepanski has been on the Friends
board since 1991 and has served as the
annual trip chairperson, vice president
and president. Recently, she also was a
liaison to the Board of Trustees for the
Westfield Library renovation.
In the community, Ms. Stepanskiwas a
docent at Miller Cory, has been a
fundraiser for United Way and the
Westfield Symphony and is a Twig with
Children’s Specialized Hospital.
The public is invited.

WESTFIELD — The Education Fund
of Westfield is holding its annual Wine
Tasting and Auction Fundraiser on March
15 at the Echo Lake Country Club. Attendees can enjoy an evening of wine,
food and ambiance while supporting
Westfield’s schools.
The mission of the Ed Fund is to provide an additional source of funds and
revenues to assist the public schools in
maintaining and enhancing the quality of
education in Westfield by raising money
to fund grants to teachers within the
Westfield Public School District. These
grants are used to complement and augment approved but unfunded curricula in
the classroom. The Ed Fund provides
resources to the schools for creative and
innovative projects that promote excellence in teaching and learning.
See details of the Wine Tasting and
Auction Fundraiser, as well as ticket information at westfieldnj.com/edfund.

Library Gaston Award
On Tap in March

See More At
goleader.com

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO
KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

Breathe Fitness Studio of Mountainside
& FIT Activewear of Westfield
team up to fight Heart Disease!

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario
C. Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite,
Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. will present to the public a free seminar
entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” at The Westwood in
Garwood on Thursday, March 13, 2008 and Saturday, March 15, 2008. Mr.
Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 35 years, Mr.
Outhwaite for over 17 years and Ms. Capalbo for over 4 years, will review the
law, explain the legal process and answer your questions concerning separation,
divorce, division of assets, domestic violence and post-divorce Court review of
alimony and child support as well as the law governing civil unions.

Friday February 29, 2008
7:00 PM to 10:00 PM
Location: Breathe Fitness Studio
1055 Route 22 East, Mountainside
A $25.00 donation to the American Heart Association is requested. Checks only, payable to the American
Heart Association. For more information please contact Ruth at Breathe Fitness Studio 908-301-0123

Information will also be provided on divorce mediation, an
alternative to the traditional contested proceeding. Divorce mediation offers
the potential for significant savings while assuring that your rights are fully
protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court
proceedings.
If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or
if you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this
Seminar will be of value to you. If you are already divorced, the Seminar may
be of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.
Free Personal Consultation to All Attendees.

Wine,
Cheese &
Canapes

Complimentary

Group Fitness Classes all month long.
First time clients only at Breathe Fitness Studio

All attendees receive a SPECIAL DISCOUNT for FIT activewear and accessories

reathe
Fitness Studio

“Your upscale alternative to the gym”

TM

254 East Broad St., Westfield
(next to movie theatre) 908-233-3364

1055 Route 22 East, Mountainside
(next to Loews Theatre) 908-301-0123

www.westfieldtoday.com/fit

BreatheFitnessStudio.com

WHERE:
The Westwood
438 North Avenue
Garwood, New Jersey 07027
908-789-0808
www.thewestwood.com
WHEN:
Thursday, March 13, 2008 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 15, 2008 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Reservations Required (no names needed)
Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served
PAID BULLETIN BOARD
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Rotary Casino Royale Night
To Support Frazee Project

Miss Nichole Herttua and Robert “Andy” Erskine

Miss Nichole Herttua
To Marry Robert Erskine
Jon Herttua of Westfield and Mrs.
Ann Herttua of Oceanport have announced the engagement of their
daughter, Miss Nichole Herttua, to
Robert “Andy” Erskine. He is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Erskine of
Burr Ridge, Ill.
The couple met during their junior
year at James Madison University in
Harrisonburg, Va. Miss Herttua received a Bachelor of Business Administration degree in International
Business and Marketing, with a minor in Spanish.
Mr. Erskine excelled as a varsity
gymnast and received a Bachelor of
Science degree in Biology with concentrations in zoology and pre-med.
After graduating in 2005, the couple
moved to San Francisco, Calif., where
the bride-to-be is a sales manager for
Hyatt Hotels and the future bridegroom is the sales operations manager for Affinity Labs, recently acquired by Monster.com.
The couple became engaged on

www.goleader.com

August 15 while vacationing at the
bride’s family lake house on Lake
George, N.Y. They are planning an
autumn wedding on the Jersey shore,
followed by a wedding trip to Mexico.

‘Dairy Queen’ Author
To Appear at FUMC
WESTFIELD – Susan Gregg
Gilmore, author of “Looking for
Salvation at the Dairy Queen” will
visit the First United Methodist
Church on Wednesday, February 27.
The church is located at One East
Broad Street in Westfield. The event
will begin with a supper at 6:30
p.m., followed by a presentation
from 7 to 8 p.m.
Ms. Gilmore will read from her
book, share stories of its inception
and journey to completion, answer
questions and sign books. Books
will be available for purchase at the
event as well as by reservation by
calling the church at (908) 2334211. All are invited. For further
information, call the church office
at (908) 233-4211.

The Rotary Club of Westfield
Helping Our Community For 86 Years
Please Join Us For Lunch
Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y
12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

www.westfieldrotary.com

Eliminate Tooth
Problems and Show
Your Best Smile
See us for Gentle Touch Dental Care and
innovative treatments for healthy teeth and
a radiant smile.
Gentle Touch Dental Care Includes:
• Non-surgical control of gum disease. Laser
treatments, bad breath remedies, oral cancer
screening, bite-guard and TMJ therapy.
• Porcelain Lumineers to enhance your smile.
Power whitening, tooth colored mercury-free
fillings, tooth colored bonding to correct
stained and discolored teeth and to repair
cracked teeth and gaps. Tooth reshaping
and recontouring.
• Caps and all types of bridges. Bridge and
denture repairs.
• Emergency care and root canal treatment.
Implant consultations, low dose digital x-rays
with up to 50% less exposure. Pediatric tooth
sealants and flouride treatments.

Call Today (908) 233-9280

Adam E. Feret, DMD
See us for healthy teeth and a radiant smile
with Gentle Touch Dental Care.
440 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
www.westfieldsmiles.com

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
will sponsor a Casino Royale Night
fundraiser on Friday, March 7, to
benefit the club’s Frazee House
Restoration Project.
The club, which is celebrating its
70th anniversary of community
service this year, had undertaken the
restoration as its Rotary Centennial
Project in 2005. Located on the
former Terry-Lou Zoo property on
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, the
Frazee House will be restored to its
original condition. Plans call for it to
be used as a meeting and educational
facility for area communities.
Casino Royale Night will be held
at the Scotch Hills Country Club at
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem Road
in Scotch Plains from 6:30 to 11:30
p.m. Tickets for the event are $50 and
must be purchased in advance.
The price includes a complete buffet
dinner, wine, beer and soda, plus $100
of play money with which to start off
the evening. There will be tables for
roulette, craps, Texas Hold’em,
Caribbean Poker, blackjack and a
money wheel.
The Rotary Club also is seeking
table and event sponsors for the
evening. Sponsorships range from
$100 for a blackjack/poker table to
$1,250 as a co-sponsor of the event.
Donations of items such as sporting
event or play tickets, a gift certificate
or an item from a business also will be
accepted for inclusion in the Tricky

Tray Auction at the end of the evening.
To purchase tickets or obtain more
information about the event, call Janet
Strunk of PNC Bank at (908) 7692234 or Ray Pardon of ERA Suburb
Realty at (908) 322-4434. For more
information about the FanwoodScotch Plains Rotary Club or the
Frazee House Restoration Project,
visit fsprotary.org or frazeehouse.org.

Miller-Cory to Recall
Pets in White House

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area “Y” Black Achievers will celebrate Black History Month on
Wednesday, February 27, from 7 to 9
p.m. at the First Baptist Church, located at 170 Elm Street in Westfield.
The celebration will include spoken word artist Lamont Dixon, who
will be the guest speaker. Admission
is free and open to the public. The
Black Achievers also will sponsor a
bake sale that evening.
The Black Achievers program
matches adult role models and mentors with youth. Through the program, young people are encouraged
to develop to their fullest potential in
spirit, mind and body through activities offered at little or no cost. This
year, 75 youth and teenagers are
participating in this program.
For more information on this event
and how to participate in supporting
the Black Achievers program, contact Tarajee Russell at (908) 2332700, extension no. 428, or e-mail
her at trussell@westfieldynj.org.

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will present
“Pets in the White House” from 2 to
4 p.m. on Sunday, February 24.
Patricia D’Angelo’s program will
include storytelling about the various
pets that have lived in the White House
through the years and will focus on
the children of the Presidential families and their particular animal friends.
This event is described as ideal for
children. Admission is $2.50 for
adults, $1 for students and free for
children under age 4.
Upcoming Sunday programs at the
museum include “Maple Sugar Sunday” on March 2, “The Ancient Art of
Rubbings” on March 9, “Easter Traditions and Customs” on March 16
and “18th Century Table Customs
and Manners” on March 30. For more
information, call the museum office
weekday mornings at (908) 232-1776.

Meeting to Spotlight
Liberty Hall Museum
SCOTCH PLAINS – During its
monthly meeting on Tuesday, February 26, the Historical Society of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood will feature the
Liberty Hall Museum and the ancestors of the Livingston/Kean family
who lived at this Georgian mansion.
The meeting will begin at 8 p.m. at
the Scotch Hills Country Club, located at Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains. Admission is free and open to everyone.
A slide show and talk will spotlight the famous family that included
governors, a United States Congressman and senators, business entrepreneurs and women with vision and
strength.
Refreshments and fellowship will
follow the program. For more details,
call Historical Society President Richard Bousquet at (908) 232-1199.

Black Achievers Event
On Tap February 27

MR. AND MRS. CHRISTOPHER JOHN STEVENS
(She is the former Ms. Colette Cameron)

Ms. Colette Cameron Weds
Christopher John Stevens
Ms. Colette Cameron, the daughter of Jerry and Michele Cameron of
Westfield, was married on Saturday,
October 27, to Christopher John
Stevens. He is the son of Dick and
Gail Stevens of Cohasset, Mass.
The couple was married during an
afternoon Catholic Mass at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield, with the Reverend Donald
McLaughlin officiating. A reception
followed at The Olde Mill Inn in
Basking Ridge.
Given in marriage by her father, the
bride had her sister, Mrs. Danielle
McGinley of Madison, as her matron
of honor. Ms. Jessica Stevens of Hull,
Mass., sister of the bridegroom, and
Mrs. Kristyn Stevens of Cohasset,
Mass., sister-in-law of the bridegroom, served as bridal attendants.
Michael Stevens of Cohasset,
Mass. and Gregory Stevens of Hull,
Mass., brothers of the bridegroom,
were the best men. Graig Cameron
of Union, brother of the bride, and
John McGinley of Madison, brotherin-law of the bride, were grooms-

men.
Two-year-old Cameron McGinley
of Madison, three-year-old Kathryn
Stevens and four-year-old Lauren
Stevens of Cohasset, Mass., the
nieces of the bride and bridegroom,
served as flower girls.
A 1995 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride graduated from Boston College in Chestnut Hill, Mass. in
1999. She is employed with the Member Services Division of the Federal
Home Loan Bank of Boston, located
in Boston, Mass.
The bridegroom graduated from
Cohasset High School in Cohasset,
Mass. in 1994 and from Providence
College in Providence, R.I. in 1998.
He is an assistant vice president with
Sterling Associates located in
Whitinsville, Mass.
The parents of the bridegroom
hosted a rehearsal dinner the evening
before the wedding at The Bernards
Inn in Bernardsville, Mass.
Following a wedding trip to Kauai
and Maui, Hawaii, the couple resides in Hull, Mass.
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Library Welcomes Public
For Variety of Activities
MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
Mountainside Public Library, located
at Constitution Plaza, has announced
the following schedule of programs
and events, all of which are offered
free of charge.
“Brown Bag Movies” are featured
on Mondays at noon. Attendees are
asked to bring a brown bag lunch;
the library provides beverages and
dessert. The current theme is swashbucklers.
Wednesday night movies are
shown at 6:30 p.m. every Wednesday in the library’s meeting room.
Free refreshments are available. For
a list of titles, visit the library’s
website or call the library at (908)
233-0115.
An interactive scrapbooking program will take place on Tuesday, February 26, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Participants are asked to bring three to five
photographs with which to create a
scrapbook page. Those interested are
asked to register by calling the library
by Monday, February 25.
“Singers of the Big Band Era” will
be presented on Thursday, March 6,
from 1 to 2 p.m. in the library meeting room.
Local musician and big band leader
David Allen will discuss many of the
era’s famous singers, including Frank
Sinatra, Judy Garland, The Pied Pipers and Helen O’Connell, among
others. Interested persons are asked
to call the library.
“Pathways Breast Cancer Education Program” will be offered on
Thursday, March 27, from 7 to 8:15
p.m. The panel will include a breast
cancer surgeon and three breast cancer survivors. They will address the
stresses and perspectives regarding

AREA – A free public presentation
on “Special Needs Trusts and Medicaid Issues” and how they apply to
those with mental illness will be held
on Tuesday, February 26, at the
Osceola Presbyterian Church, located
at 1689 Raritan Road in Clark. The
program will begin at 7:45 p.m. (doors
open at 7:30 p.m.)
Guest speaker Linda ErshowLevenberg of the law firm of Fink
Rosner Ershow-Levenberg LLC in
Clark will focus on how families can
effectively provide for the future of
their loved ones who have mental
illness. She also will discuss Medicaid and other benefit issues and answer questions from the audience.
Ms. Ershow-Levenberg is a certified elder law attorney through the
National Elder Law Foundation, an
accrediting organization approved by
the New Jersey Supreme Court. She
specializes in elder and disability law,
Social Security Disability, estate planning, guardianship and estate administration (probate).
NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) of Union County will
present this program. For more information, call (908) 233-1628.

CSH to Hold Free Forum
On Brain Injury Concerns
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Brain
Injury Association of New Jersey
will present its free educational session, “Brain Injury Basics For Families” at Children’s Specialized Hospital (CSH). It will be held from 7 to
9 p.m. on Monday, March 3, in Auditorium A and B of the hospital,
located at 150 New Providence Road
in Mountainside.
The program, designed for family
members of people who have sustained brain injuries, provides a presentation and forum for questions.
People with brain injuries and professionals also are welcome to attend this event.
Peggy DiTommaso, who has volunteered her time as a Brain Injury
Association of New Jersey Affiliated Support Group leader for over
17 years, will be the facilitator.
Brain Injury Basics For Families

surveys the impact of brain injuries,
addresses common effects of brain
injury, offers strategies and tips for
caregivers and highlights available
resources in New Jersey.
Brain Injury Basics is offered
throughout New Jersey, in a different county each month. Sessions are
scheduled for Morris County in April
and Middlesex County in May.
Individuals may register for a session by calling (732) 738-1002 or
online at bianj.org. For more information about Brain Injury Basics,
contact René Carfi, director of Community and Information Services, at
(732) 738-1002 or rcarfi@bianj.org.
The association offers a toll-free
helpline in New Jersey, (800) 6694323, for people who have sustained
brain injuries, their families and professionals seeking information and
resources.

CREATIVE SENIORS…Senior citizens enjoy a ceramics class at the Westfield
Community Center, located at 558 West Broad Street in Westfield. The center
offers a program of activities for older adults Monday through Friday that
provides them with social, information, nutritional and fun opportunities.

Westfield Community Center:

Serving Our Seniors
By Donnell Carr for The Leader/Times

WESTFIELD – The center currently operates two core programs –
an afterschool program for children
ages 6 to 12 and a senior citizens
program for those accepting this status. While our children are lovely
diamonds in the rough, our older
adults are polished gems, and in this
article we will concentrate on them.
The center provides a program of
activities Monday through Friday
each week from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
for older adults in Westfield and the
surrounding vicinity. Typically, 15
to 35 senior citizens are served each
day, and annually about 350 to 400
individuals are served.
This program is free to all our
senior citizens and is funded by the
Union County Division on Aging
and Union County Community Development. Another very key funding source and moral supporter is the
Westfield United Way.
A typical day at the center will
start with a continental breakfast at
9:30 a.m. Daily activities can include crocheting, arts and craft,
games of bingo, pinochle or bridge.
Monthly speakers discuss health and
nutrition issues as well as changes in
state and federal government programs such as Medicare and Social
Security.
A full nutritional lunch is served
at 11:30 a.m. three days each week.
Healthy Bones, an exercise program,
is offered three days each week and
blood pressure screening is available monthly. Special days are reserved for local shopping, luncheon
outings and day trips to Atlantic City.

Free transportation to and from the
center for all participants is provided, using the center’s school bus.
The center provides assistance and
advocacy on issues like housing, Social Security, financial matters and
filling out forms and applications. It
also is an information and referral
site for the Union County DOA, handling over 3,000 telephone calls each
year.
In summary, the center offers to
our seniors a comprehensive program that is socially engaging, informative, nutritional, supportive and
fun. With such variety of activities,
our senior citizens enjoy each day to
its fullest and we are proud to be part
of their lives.
*******
Mr. Carr is a member of the board
of directors of the Westfield Community Center.

Fanwood Presbyterian
To Begin New Program
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Presbyterian Church will offer a new
Sunday adult education program in
conjunction with its coffee hour.
Open to the public, these programs
will be held after worship at 11:15
a.m. in the dining room.
Scott Cotenoff will be the guest
speaker on February 24. He is interim
director of Homefirst, which serves
the homeless in Union County. The
church is located at Martine and
LaGrande Avenues and may be
reached at (908) 889-8891.

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

Managing Challenging Behaviors
in Alzheimer’s and Dementia

Please pre-register by Feb. 26, 2008 to
Linda Caminiti: 908-654-5200
Open to the public – Please join us for this FREE event – Everyone is welcome!

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community
involvement and family education.

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

Professor to Discuss
Anatolian Churches
WESTFIELD – Dr. Thomas
Papademetriou, assistant professor of
history and executive director of the
Interdisciplinary Center for Hellenic
Studies at the Richard Stockton College of New Jersey, will speak about
“The Anatolian Churches Project” on
Wednesday, February 27, at 7:30 p.m.
His talk will take place in Bouras
Hall of the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, located at 250 Gallows
Hill Road in Westfield. The lecture is
free and open to the public. Refreshments will be served.

Saturday, March 1, are appreciated.
To make a reservation, or for more
information about Willow Grove, call
the church office at (908) 232-5678,
e-mail info@willowgrovechurch.org
or access willowgrovechurch.org.
Those unable to attend but who
would like to make a donation are
asked to call August Ruggiero at
(908) 889-5948 or Paul DiDario at
(908) 769-5742. The Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church is located at
1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains,
opposite the Scotch Plains Southside
Firehouse and near the corner of
South Martine Avenue. All church
facilities are handicap-accessible.

Temple Art Auction
To Be Held March 1
CRANFORD – Temple Beth-El
Mekor Chayim will present an evening
of art, food and fun at a gala art auction
that will take place in the temple’s
social hall on Saturday, March 1.
A display of more than 160 items,
including original paintings, signed
lithographs and sports memorabilia,
will be open for preview beginning
at 7:30 p.m., with the auction starting at 8:15 p.m. Marlin Fine Art,
based in Long Island, N.Y., will run
the auction.
The art auction will feature a broad
canvas of artwork in a variety of styles
and price ranges, including works by
Kinkade, Agam, Wyeth, Boulenger,
Chagall, Picasso, Park, Shvaiko,
Rockwell and Levi. There will be animation cels, collectibles and home accents. Wine tasting, hors d’oeuvres and
desserts also will be available. The cost
is $15 per person or $25 per couple.
Proceeds will benefit the synagogue.
For tickets or more information, call
Tammy or Steven Merman at (908)
272-7198 or the temple office at (908)
276-9231. Temple Beth-El Mekor
Chayim is located at 338 Walnut Avenue in Cranford. Special requests regarding auction items may be directed
to Tammy Merman.

Celebrate Children’s Dental
Health Month
Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group
Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Amith Majumdar, D.M.D.
Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Laser Dentistry

Please join us for this innovative and informative course
presented by Nelly Koetzner, MA, CSW, DAPA, of S.O.S
Eldercare Consultants, LLC. This is a FREE 3.0 CEU
Credit Program approved by the NJ Board of Social
Worker Examiners.

Friday, February 29, 2008
8:30 AM to 12 NOON
The Chelsea at Fanwood
295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will hold
its International Dinner to help fight
hunger on Saturday, March 8, from 5
to 8 p.m. at the church.
The event will feature music from
around the world and an array of
international cuisine. Among the offerings will be Italian, Cuban, Swedish, German, Irish, Greek, Scottish,
English, West Indian and Polish
foods. Complementing the cuisine
will be a performance by the Chinese American Music Ensemble
(CAME) and the Chinese Chamber
Music Group (CCMG).
The dinner will raise money for
Heifer Project International, which
helps reduce hunger worldwide by
providing farm animals to needy
families so they can live and provide
for their families self-sufficiently.
As a learning experience about
this mission, the youth group of the
Willow Grove and Fanwood Presbyterian Churches traveled to the Overlook Farm Learning Center in Massachusetts. For more information
about Heifer Project International,
visit heifer.org.
Admission is $12 for adults, $6
for children under 12, $35 per family and free for children under 5. A
special activity time is being planned
for the children. Reservations by

Philip P. Graye, Jr., D.D.S.

The Chelsea at Fanwood Proudly Presents

WHEN:
TIME:
WHERE:
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International Dinner to Help
Heifer Project International

breast cancer and how to become
more assertive and effective in obtaining personal care.
There will be time for audience
questions and answers. To respond,
call the library by Wednesday, March
26. For more details on these and
other
events,
visit
mountainsidelibrary.org and click on
the “Events Schedule” link.

NAMI Event to Focus
On Trusts, Medicaid

Thursday, February 21, 2008

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs
Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

New Patients Welcome

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023
Tel: 908-889-9500

www.kidsandsmiles.com
555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ
(908) 232-1231
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Stephen P. Ritter, 88, Was Councilman;
Had Helped to Establish Union Catholic
Stephen P. Ritter, 88, of Fanwood spouses, Mildred and Richard Sitnik,
died on Tuesday, February 12, at his Stephen Jr. and Christine, Thomas
and Deb, Alan and
home.
Kathleen, Douglas and
Born in West Orange,
Barbara, David and
he lived in Fanwood since
Debbie, Gregory and An1956.
gela, Diane and Stephen
Mr. Ritter was a veteran
Hamer, Edward and Karen,
of World War II, having
Joan Ritter and Tom
served in the United States
Olkewicz; 25 grandchilArmy Air Force. He was
dren and nine great-grandemployed as a fire inspecchildren.
tor with Hartford Fire InThe funeral was held on
surance Co. in New York
Saturday, February 16,
City from 1946 until his
retirement in 1985.
Stephen P. Ritter from the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue
He volunteered as a Cub
Scout master and Boy Scout leader in Fanwood. A Funeral Mass was
in Fanwood and was instrumental in then offered at St. Helen’s Roman
founding local troops. Mr. Ritter ad- Catholic Church in Westfield. Interditionally was a founder of and vol- ment followed at Fairview Cemetery
unteer with the Fanwood Youth Or- in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
ganization.
A devout Catholic, he was a mem- be made to the Eden Institute Founber of the Holy Name Society at St. dation, 1 Eden Way, Princeton, N.J.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman 08540. For additional information
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains or to express condolences, please
and a member of the Parents’ Guild visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
February 21, 2008
at St. Bartholomew’s School. He also
had served on the founding commitEmily D. Schult, 91
tee that built Union Catholic High
Emily D. Schult, 91, of Fanwood
School and was a founder and memdied on Friday, February 15, at her
ber of the Parents’ Guild.
During the 1970s, he served as a home.
Born in North Plainfield, she had
councilman in Fanwood.
He was predeceased by his wife, lived in Scotch Plains before movMildred E. Ritter, in 2007, and by ing to Fanwood.
Mrs. Schult was employed as the
his grandson, James Ritter, in 2001.
Surviving are 10 children and their head cashier with Elizabethtown
Water Co. for more than 20 years
before retiring.
Henry DeProspero, 78
Surviving are two daughters, Carol
Henry DeProspero, 78, a lifelong Helfin of Iselin and Barbara Roskin
resident of Scotch Plains, died on and her husband, Sheldon, of Scotch
Monday, February 11, at Muhlenberg Plains; one brother, Robert Schutz,
Regional Medical Center in and his wife, Florence, of Morris
Plainfield.
Plains, and two grandsons, Joseph
Mr. DeProspero was a veteran of Roskin and his wife, Jill, of Summit
the Korean Conflict, having served and David Roskin and his wife, Dina,
in the United States Army from 1951 of Brooklyn Heights.
to 1953. He was employed as buildFuneral services were held yestering inspector and housing officer in day, Wednesday, February 20, at the
Westfield and as construction offi- Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
cial in Watchung before retiring in Avenue in Fanwood. Interment fol1994. Earlier, he had worked as a lowed at Hillside Cemetery in Scotch
self-employed builder in Scotch Plains.
Plains.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
Surviving are his wife, Yola be made to Hospice of New Jersey,
Spadaro DeProspero; two sons, 400 Broadacres, Bloomfield, N.J.
Henry DeProspero, Jr. and his wife, 07003. For additional information
Joanna, and Robert G. DeProspero or to express condolences, please
and his wife, Linda Braun; two broth- visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
February 21, 2008
ers, Anthony and Dominick; four
grandchildren, Erin, Christopher,
Frances Cagnassola
Robert Jr. and Katherine, and one
great-grandchild, Tyler.
Frances W. Cagnassola, Ph.D. of
His brother, John P. DeProspero, Westfield died on Monday, Februand his sister, Rose D’Amore, pre- ary 11, at Runnells Specialized Hosdeceased him.
pital of Union County in Berkeley
Funeral services were held on Fri- Heights.
day, February 15, at the Memorial
Born and raised in Westfield, she
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in had lived in Scranton, Pa., New
Fanwood. Interment followed at Mexico and in Westfield for the last
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
20 years.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
Miss Cagnassola had been a probe made to the Scotch Plains Rescue fessor of early childhood education
Squad, P.O. Box 325, Scotch Plains, for the Newark Board of Education,
N.J. 07076. For additional informa- retiring in 2004. She also taught in
tion or to express condolences, please South Orange and for seven years
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
was a professor at Marywood UniFebruary 21, 2008
versity in Scranton, Pa.
A graduate of St. Elizabeth College in Convent Station, she received
her master’s degree and doctorate
from Rutgers University.
She volunteered for Habitat for
Humanity, Peaceworks (a Nicaraguan support group) and the El Salvador Sister City Group.
At St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield, she was an organizer of the Peace and Justice
Group, the food coordinator for the
Union County Coalition to house the
homeless and sang in the choir.
Surviving are two brothers, John
L. Cagnassola and Robert B.
Cagnassola.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Friday, February 15, at St.
Helen’s Church.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield. Burial took place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to Habitat for Humanity, 121 Habitat Street, Americus, Ga. 31709.
February 21, 2008

– Obituaries –
Marie Sedlak, 60, Springfield Treasurer;
Known For Kindness and Stewardship
Marie Sedlak (nee Feller), 60, of etor of Westfield Coastal Service
Springfield passed away on Fri- Station on South Avenue since
day, February 8, surrounded by her 1972; her son, Brian, and his wife,
Yana Sedlak, of Dusseldorf, Gerloving family.
Born in Summit, she had lived in many, and her sister, Louise
Union before moving to Spring- Clayton of Coral Springs, Fla.
A Mass of Christian
field 39 years ago.
Burial was celebrated on
Marie was the treasurer
Tuesday, February 12, at
for the Township of
St. James the Apostle RoSpringfield for the last 18
man Catholic Church in
years. She will be greatly
Springfield. Interment
missed by her family,
followed at Gate of
friends and co-workers at
Heaven Cemetery in East
every level of municipal
Hanover.
and county government
Arrangements were unand will always be reder the direction of Bradmembered for her kindley, Smith and Smith Funess, strength of stewardneral Home of Springship and warm smile.
Marie Sedlak
field.
Marie was regional and
In lieu of flowers, contributions
Union County representative to the
State Association of Tax Collec- in her memory may be made to the
tors and Treasurers and correspond- Leukemia and Lymphoma Society,
ing secretary to the tax collector P.O. Box 4072, Pittsfield, Mass.
and treasurer of Essex, Union, 01202. To send the family a condolence,
please
visit
Hudson and Passaic County.
Surviving are her husband of 39 bradleyfuneralhomes.com.
February 21, 2008
years, James D. Sedlak, the propri-

Anne W. Schmidt, 98, Was Secretary
For Various Parishes and Schools
Anne W. Schmidt, 98, died on
Wednesday, February 13, in her home
in Newtown, Conn.
Born in 1909 in New Jersey to
George and Mary Walker, she had
vivid childhood memories of the patriotic excitement of the First World
War.
Following the death of her father,
she supported her mother and her
sister during the Great Depression
as a statistical typist for the Chilean
Nitrate Company.
She met and married Charles M.
Schmidt of Richmond, Va. in 1939,
and together they raised two sons in
Westfield, N.J. After she was widowed in 1962, she returned to work
and had a career of nearly 20 years as
the parish secretary of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Westfield.
When she retired she came to live
with her younger son and his family
and, although she had up to that time
lived all of her life in New Jersey, she
relocated with them over a period of
26 years to Virginia, South Carolina,
California and Connecticut.
In each of these different loca-

tions, she volunteered as a parish
secretary for her Catholic church or
at the local public or high school
library, and received well-deserved
recognition on numerous occasions
for her efficient, effective and dedicated service. She had lived in
Newtown since 1994.
She is survived by her sons, C.
Miles Schmidt, Jr. and his wife,
Linda, of Troy, Ohio and George W.
Schmidt and his wife, Anne, of
Newtown. She also leaves four
grandchildren, Charles (and his wife,
Kisha Delain), Ian, Erica (and her
husband, Peter Dinklage) and Gordon.
In her full life, she experienced
much, endured much, unselfishly
gave of herself to others and loved
her family above all else – and she
was greatly loved by all those who
knew her.
Funeral arrangements are private.
In lieu of flowers, a memorial gift
may be made to the Regional Hospice of Western Connecticut in
Danbury, Conn.
February 21, 2008

JoAnn Gainer, 81, Teacher Who Had
Helped Start WHS Cable TV Station
JoAnn W. Gainer, 81, a 17-year lis. She also was a member of Calvary
resident of Annapolis, Md. and a United Methodist Church and the New
former resident of Fanwood, N.J. for Annapolitans.
20 years, passed away on Friday, FebA sister, Mary, predeceased her.
ruary 15, at the University of MaryShe is survived by her loving husland Shock Trauma Cenband, John F. Gainer,
ter in Baltimore, Md. of
III, whom she married
complications from a seon August 14, 1948, and
rious fall.
her children, John
Born May 22, 1926 in
Gainer, IV of Kildeer,
Peoria, Ill., she received
Ill., Donna Jekel of
her Bachelor of Arts deCape Coral, Fla. and
gree in Journalism in 1948
Janice Donaghue of Silfrom the University of Ilver Spring, Md.; a
linois and a master’s debrother, Robert; seven
gree in English from Westgrandchildren and three
ern Michigan University
great-grandchildren.
in 1965. She also comA Life Celebration
pleted many post-graduwas
held on Monday,
JoAnn W. Gainer
ate courses.
February 18, at the
JoAnn taught English and televi- George P. Kalas Funeral Home, P.A.
sion production at Westfield High in Edgewater, Md. Funeral services
School in Westfield for over 20 years. took place on Tuesday, February 19,
She received a federal grant to start at the Calvary United Methodist
a television studio in the high school Church in Annapolis, Md. Interment
and was instrumental in developing was at Lakemont Memorial Gardens
a cable television station for the in Davidsonville, Md.
school. She received numerous acaIn lieu of flowers, memorial condemic and journalistic awards.
tributions in JoAnn’s name may be
She was a member of the Alpha made to Calvary United Methodist
Gamma Delta Sorority, past com- Church, 301 Rowe Boulevard, Anmander of the Annapolis Power and napolis, Md. 21401 or to the AnSail Squadron and served as a volun- napolis Senior Center, 119 S. Villa
teer at the Annapolis visitor bureau. Avenue, Annapolis, Md. 21401.
JoAnn also was very active in the
Individuals are invited to sign
Caritas Society at St. John’s College in JoAnn’s
guestbook
at
Annapolis and a very active member www.kalasfuneralhomes.com.
February 21, 2008
of the Bates Senior Center in Annapo-

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

“We should not concentrate on dates.
Rather we should focus on the dash.
It’s how we lived our life that truly leaves
a mark!” - Author Unknown
At Gray Funeral Homes, our goal is to
recognize and celebrate a life lived!
Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ License Number 2325

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ License Number 3707

Charles J. Tombs
NJ License Number 4006
Director

(908) 233 -0143

(908) 276 - 0092
www.grayfuneralhomes.com

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703
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Robert J. Jordan, 75, Train Engineer;
American Legion Post Commander
Robert J. Jordan, 75, of Westfield
died on Wednesday, February 13, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born and raised in Newark, he lived
in Westfield since 1963.
Mr. Jordan had been a train engineer for more than 30 years with the
Pennsylvania Railroad, Penn Central
Railroad, Conrail and finally NJ Transit, retiring in 1993.
He served in the United States Army
in Korea as a private first class with
the 3rd Infantry Division.
Mr. Jordan was the current post
commander of American Legion
Martin Wallberg Post No. 3 in
Westfield. He also was a Westfield
volunteer firefighter and vice president of the National Association of
Retired Veteran Railroad Employees.
He was a member of Union Local

50 of the United Transportation Union
and the Scotch Plains Seniors.
His wife, Jennie L. Jordan, predeceased him in 2004.
Surviving are two daughters, Barbara Tweedle and Jacqueline Cole; two
sisters, Rosemary Sarni and Virginia
Griffin, and two granddaughters.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Tuesday, February 19, at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield Rescue Squad or
American Legion Post No. 3 of
Westfield.
February 21, 2008

Brian D. Priestley, 28, Sales Executive;
WHS Alumnus Lived Life to the Fullest
Brian Dunn Priestley, 28, passed
away on Sunday, February 10, while
on vacation in Vietnam.
Born in Elizabeth, Brian lived most
of his life in Westfield until he moved
to Hong Kong a year ago, where he
was employed at BGC Capital Markets, sister company of Cantor
Fitzgerald.
He quickly worked his way up
through the ranks of Cantor
Fitzgerald/BGC Capital Markets,
working in their New York, Chicago
and Hong Kong offices. He recently
was promoted to the position of vice
president, head of sales, Asia.
Brian was a graduate of Westfield
High School, where he played varsity
soccer and developed lifelong friendships. He was a Seton Hall University
graduate and a member of the Phi
Kappa Sigma fraternity. He loved to
ski and golf, especially at Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield, where he
was a member while living in the area.
Brian always lived life to the fullest and welcomed new challenges.
He treated life as an adventure and
thoroughly enjoyed traveling to Japan, Indonesia, Thailand, Korea,
China, England and Spain, both for
work and pleasure.
Over the Christmas and New Year
holiday, his family was fortunate to
have had the opportunity to spend
time with Brian and Becky in Hawaii.
His family and friends remember
Brian’s smile as he took in all life had
to offer. He cherished life, friends
and the experiences that make life
worth living.
Brian was predeceased by his loving grandmother, Ruth Thomas Dunn,
and grandfather, Thomas G. Dunn,
former mayor of Elizabeth and New
Jersey state senator, and by his grandfather William Edward Priestley.
He is survived by his parents, Robert and Kathleen Dunn Priestley; his
sister, Mairin Kileen Priestley; grandmother Mae Priestley and loving
friend Rebecca Taylor. Brian was a
beloved nephew and devoted cousin

to his many relatives. He will forever
be remembered by countless friends,
as was demonstrated by the outpouring of calls and communications from
around the globe to the family, a true
testament to him and the love and
camaraderie people shared with Brian.
A Funeral Mass was held on Tuesday, February 19, at St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home
in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, donations to the
Center For Hope Hospice, 1900 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076 in
Brian’s memory would be appreciated.
February 21, 2008

Marie Cessario, 87
Marie Cessario (nee Pennimpede),
87, of Westfield passed away peacefully on Saturday, February 16, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit surrounded by her loving family.
Born in Italy, she was raised in
Queens, N.Y. She lived in Buffalo,
N.Y. for 25 years and in Westfield for
the past two years.
She had been a clerk with Met-Life
Insurance Co. in New York City for
more than 20 years, retiring in 1978.
Mrs. Cessario was the loving wife
of the late Carmelo Cessario, who
died in 2003. She was the devoted
mother of Ralph Cessario and his wife,
Rose Ann, and Rosemary Gagliardi
and her husband, Michael. She also
will be deeply missed by her five grandchildren, Michael Gagliardi, Lauren
Madden, Gregg Gagliardi, Danielle
Cessario and Michael Cessario, and
her two great-grandchildren, Michael
Stephen Gagliardi and Julia Gagliardi.
A Mass was offered yesterday,
Wednesday, February 20, at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
Mrs. Cessario will be buried in Mount
Calvary Cemetery in Buffalo, N.Y.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
February 21, 2008

FCC to Commence Series
On Bible and Spirituality
WESTFIELD – The First Congregational Church of Westfield will offer two new series of Bible study and
spirituality workshops. All classes are
free and open to the public.
Beginning Monday, February 25,
the Reverend Mark Boyea, senior
minister, will present “Life, Death,
Resurrection and the Afterlife.”
During this four-week course, participants will study how people lived
during the Old and New Testament
times and how it influenced their ideas
about death and the afterlife.
The course will focus on class structure, religious heritage and understanding of the promised Messiah,
and will examine specific “case studies,” such as the raising from the dead
of Lazarus by Jesus and Tabitha by
Peter, culminating with Christ’s resurrection. The class will meet on consecutive Mondays through March 17
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the church’s
Chapel Lounge.
On Tuesdays beginning February
26, a workshop entitled “Travels with
Jesus: A Lenten Film Study” will
view the film Jesus in four parts,
followed each week by a discussion

African Violet Group
Set to Meet Today
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Chapter of the African Violet
Society will meet today, Thursday,
February 21, at 1 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue.
The program, entitled “Do’s and
Don’ts of Designing,” will feature
Hilda Vanderneer’s slides. Jan Reimer,
past president of the African Violet
Society of America, will be the projectionist. Anyone interested in African Violets is invited to attend.

of the portrait of Jesus and other
Gospel figures in relation to the Gospel texts and the historical and cultural realities of the time. Led by the
Reverend Joy Mounts, associate minister, the class will meet on four consecutive weeks through March 18,
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Chapel
Lounge.
The First Congregational Church,
a member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street.
For more information, call the church
office at (908) 233-2494 or visit its
website at fccofwestfield.org.

Temple Casino Night,
Workshop on Tap
FANWOOD – Temple Sholom,
located at the corner of Martine and
LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood, will
host its annual Casino Night
fundraiser on Saturday, February 23,
beginning at 7 p.m. at the temple.
Admission is $36 per person, which
includes $100 of casino chips, refreshments and other offerings. There
will be prize baskets and a live auction of other goods and services. For
advance tickets, call (908) 889-4900
or e-mail office@sholomnj.org. Tickets also will be available at the door.
A two-part workshop will be held
on Sundays, March 2 and 9, where
attendees will create their own silk
painted challah covers using tracing
techniques. Michelle Shapiro Abraham
will lead the workshop, which will be
held from 9:45 a.m. to noon both days
at Union Catholic High School, located at 1600 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains. The fee is $10 per person;
temple sisterhood members may attend for free. To respond, contact
office@sholomnj.org or (908) 8894900 by Sunday, February 24.

Hillside Cemetery

Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729
www.hillsidecemetery.com
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead
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Park Middle School

Honor Roll
Second Marking Period

SCOTCH PLAINS – Park Middle
School Principal Lisa Rebimbas announced the school’s second marking period honor roll.

Sixth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
USING HIS BRAIN…Westfield’s Yixiao Wang, a Westfield High School student,
won the New Jersey Brain Bee, held at Liberty Science Center. He is shown above
with Dr. Carrie Markgraf, left, fellow, Schering-Plough Research Institute
(SPRI); and John Meredith, principal scientist, SPRI. As local members of the
Society for Neuroscience, both helped organize and run the event. ScheringPlough Corporation sponsored the New Jersey contest.

WHS Student Wins
New Jersey Brain Bee
WESTFIELD – Yixiao Wang, a
student at Westfield High School
(WHS) and a Westfield resident, won
the New Jersey Brain Bee held at
Liberty Science Center, on Saturday,
January 26.
Yixiao won $300, and an expensepaid trip for two to compete in the
annual International Brain Bee, at the
University of Maryland in Baltimore,
Md., held in conjunction with Brain
Awareness Week, March 10 to 16.

Residents Take Part
In Externship Program
SCOTCH PLAINS – Six Union
County residents recently completed
the Associate Alumnae of Douglass
College (AADC) Extern Program at
Douglass College, the public women’s
college at Rutgers University.
The AADC Extern Program provides Douglass students with practical experience in the field of work
they have chosen or are considering
for careers and/or graduate study.
Elaine Piniat of Scotch Plains participated with the Healthcare Intelligence Network. Kimberley
Raymond of Linden, Jodie Ramey
of Union, Elyla Huertas of Rahway,
Charmi Patel of Roselle Park, and
Karen Koch of Clark also participated.
“We’re very proud of Kimberley,
Jodie, Elyla, Charmi, Elaine, Karen
and the other Douglass students who
have completed the AADC Extern
Program,” said Sheila Hampton,
president, Associate Alumnae of
Douglass College. “We provide this
opportunity for Douglass College
students to help prepare them for the
world of work. From science labs, to
corporate settings, to classrooms,
Douglass students are graduating
with hands-on experience that they
can share with potential employees.”

Students ‘Pioneer’ New
Learning Experience
WESTFIELD – Second graders at
Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield recently experienced the
day-to-day life of people from the
pioneer days through the Journey
Back in Time Traveling Museum program, part of the Pioneer Living event.
Students participated in six different learning centers with activities
that ran the gamut, from panning for
gold, to pumping water from a barrel,
to scrubbing clothes on an authentic
washboard.
They additionally crafted necklaces
from “trade beads” and played with
the simple, old-fashioned toys of the
time period. Parent volunteers also
helped them make homemade butter,
which they got to sample on corn
muffins.

The New Jersey contest is one of
many in the United States, Canada
and Mexico to qualify for the international bee.
The bee is designed to motivate
young people and inspire them to
pursue careers in brain-related research fields.
For the second consecutive year, a
WHS student finished first in the New
Jersey Brain Bee.
In 2006, Hope Skibitsky won the
contest, and Wang placed third.

CENTER OF ATTENTION…Union
Catholic High School students assisted
at the grand opening of the Center for
Hope Hospice and Palliative Care’s
“Peggy Coloney House” in Scotch
Plains. Students helped prepare the
facility for the opening celebration.
Students, from left to right, are: Jimmy
Thornton, Rahway; Angelo Cerimele,
Scotch Plains; Olivia Gerlitz, Plainfield;
Emily Fennik, Westfield; and Allison
Whitefleet, South Plainfield.

Students Lend a Hand
At Coloney Opening
SCOTCH PLAINS – Students from
Union Catholic High School (UCHS)
in Scotch Plains lent a hand at the
January 16 grand opening of the Center for Hope Hospice and Palliative
Care’s “Peggy Coloney House.”
The facility, named after the late
co-founder and president, Peggy
Coloney, is a 30-bed, residential-hospice facility located at 1900 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains.
UCHS students assisted the center’s
president and CEO, Robert Coloney,
with various jobs to prepare for the
opening celebration and welcome
guests to the new facility.
The day proved to be a milestone
for the “Peggy Coloney House” and
the UCHS students, who learned
about Center for Hope Hospice and
its benefits to the community.

Michael Auda, Lucio Avelar, Samuel Bebout,
Saimukeshv Bhupatiraju, Joseph Bonaccorso,
Brennan Brady, Grant Brown, Christopher
Bubnov, Kathryn Bumiller, Sara Calabrese,
Anna Close, Mary Coloney, Nicole Conti,
Kelsey Coupe, Caroline Culp, Kathryn
Cunningham, Jonathan Dawson, Tessa
DeMaria, Dominick DiFrancesco, Panayiotis
Dimopoulos, Josie Dunning, Sean Duthie, Christina Fasolas, Sarah Fischmann, Victoria
Germano, Vikrant Ghate, Julie Haggan,
Leighton Heisey, Eric Hogan, Michele Hom,
Luke Horgan, Nicole Horn, Justin Hudak, Paras
Jha, Ryan Kalkstein, Conor Kelly, Lauren
Kilcullen, Yelena Kudryashova, Austin Kwinta,
Yi Lin, Jillian Lindenberg, Michael Lockatell,
Tatiyana Lofton, Amanda Mach, Thomas
Madan, Emily Margulies, Shannon McConnell,
Lauren McMorrow, Andrea McNeely, Ross
Mulcahy, Heather Mullen, Casey Murphy,
Emilia O’Leary, Olivia Paladino, Brendan
Pierce, Stephanie Plant, Angela Rastelli,
Michelle Rinaldo, Darek Rola-Zarzor, Caroline
Ross, Rubin Brian, Matthew Sass, Rachel
Schack, James Schetelich, Natasha Segulin,
Andrew Shanker, Emma Sherry, Eugene
Siskoske, Eric Tannenbaum, Daniel VanBrunt,
Tajah Williams, Noga Zaborowski, Kathryn
Zawodniak, Eve Zhurbinskiy, Arielle Zuaro

Sixth Grade Honor Roll
Nathan Abdy, Nada Amer, Liam Artuso,
Kayla Ausbon, Nicola Baruch, Alex Bianco,
Katherine Briante, Rachel Brokaw, Mary
Brumfield, Ian Cappelli, Marina Carvalho,
Christopher Centinaro, Daniel Choi, Connor
Coll, Liam Cummings, Dariana De Vore,
Nicholas DeBellis, Andrew DeBiasse, Ryan
DePaul, Michael DiNizo, Zachary Erickson,
Benjamin Evans, Isaiah Fowler, Michael Gentile, Devin Glover, Javier Guerrero, Alexander
Guzzo, Lisa Hanna, Emma HannisTrowbridge, Melissa Harris, Scott Hasiak, Peter
Hsiao, Kiera Jacob, Nicole Johnson, Pavel
Kalinchak, Bridget Kelly, Matthew Kerr, Sarah Khalil, Celia Kleemeyer, Matthew
Klingebiel, Kayla Kohn, Valentin
Kudryashova, Jasmine Letson, Jennifer Lynch,
Baraka Maxwell, Jasson Mazzetti, Laura
McGovern, Matthew McGowan, Kayla
McKeown, Jennifer Mintz, Owen Monahan,
Jacob Monzella, Taylor Moon, Darcy Moran,
Andrew Murphy, Elizabeth Nardone, Amy Jo
Nicastro, Anthony Nizzardo, Christina
O’Connor, Keanu Oliveira, Matthew Owens,
Joe’l Pagan, Amy Palumbo, Adam
Piekutowski, Shannon Reilly, Chase Reinhard,
Gabriella Rojas, Hannah Rosado, Kelly
Ruggieri, Thalia Santana, Jordan
Schwerdtfeger, Kyndal Scobee, Natalie Smith,
Samantha Stratton, Lauren Suriano, Ashley
Taillon, Charles Taylor, Alexandra Tevis,
Jaclyn Villane, Andrew Voysest, Kelly Yeager

Seventh Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Abigail Bridge, Brian Burns, Andrew Citera,
Nicholas Demmel, Colleen Farrell, Haley
Goeller, Sonali Kamath, Danielle Karacsony,
Elsa Leistikow, Caroline Lesce, Grace
McAlindin, Mathew Medina, Olivia Nelson,
Colin O’Kell, Savvas Petridis, Amanda
Raphael, Carly Redfield, Alexander Segulin,
Christopher Stanton, Zoe-Nicole Stein, Taylor
Swaak, Jessica Zhang

WESTFIELD – Colette Moryan,
a senior at Washington and Lee
University, has earned honor-roll
status for the recently ended fall
term.
Honor-roll status at Washington
and Lee University represents a
term grade-average of at least 3.75
on a 4.0 scale.
She is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Jeffrey Moryan of Westfield.

Eighth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll
Lisa Awaitey, Dominika Blach, Kelsey
Boyea, Adam Carabba, Isabel Crystal, Jennifer Denman, Margaret Diaz, John DiBattista,
Kathryn Lee, Kristen Lee, James Marvosa,
Emily Nardone, Taylor Novello, Erin Pierce,
Disha Rao, Cassandra Segulin, Alex
Tannenbaum, Keira Wiggins

Eighth Grade Honor Roll
Omar Amer, Elizabeth Baldwin, Gregory
Baliko, Dory Baron, Dominique Bray, Jeremy
Brenner, Samuel Brown, Donna Camarda,
Laura Cappelli, Jason Cepparulo, Olivia
Checchio, Ara Cho, Abigale Churaman, Robert Colonna, Lindsay Curtis, Jordan Dagostaro,
Erin Dempsey, Louis Dodge, Ramona Dunning, Amanda Ekstrand, Luke Emnas, Kendall
Fawcett, Katherine Fletcher, Jaclyn Friedman,
Steven Garber, Allison Grimm, Carly
Grossman, Diego Guerrero, Alexandra
Harmon, Quade Ibarra, Simon Johnston, Ryan
Kiel, Joshua Knechtel, Robert Lockatell,
Michael Mannino, Lisa Matrale, Jessica
McGovern, Meghan McGrath, Anna
McGuinness, Daniel McMillan, Joseph
McQuoid, Michael Misiak, Mariel Mital, Dylan
Mruczinski, Claire Muirhead, Margaret
O’Brien, Marisol Pacaja, Raushan Palejwala,
Dhruvi Patel, Melissa Quarto, Francis Quigley,
Delaney Reimers, Max Reo, Maria Paz Rivero,
Annabelle Rosen, Benjamin Ross, Jose
Sanchez, William Schauer, Zachary Shanker,
Rose Sigona, Daniel Slegowski, Allison Speck,
Emily Stefanik, Alex Suriano, Çhristine
Szpond, Raymond Taylor, Jonathan Tomasulo,
Chayakorn Triamarit, Sarah VanBuskirk, Precious White, Andrew Wilson, Alexandra Zaller,
Victor Zanowicz, Kristina Zekunde

WF’s Trimble Makes
Hobart Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – John “Jack”
Trimble, son of Jim and Tucker
Trimble, earned placement on the
Hobart College Dean’s List for the
fall 2007 term.
Jack is a freshman at Hobart College in New York. He is taking business courses and is on the men’s crew
team.

HATS ON FOR A CAUSE…Students and faculty/staff members of the WardlawHartridge School community in Edison donned colorful, quirky and traditional
hats on Friday, January 25, for a special fundraiser sponsored by the Middle School
students. For a donation of $5, students and staff had the privilege of wearing hats
to school, and the proceeds of $1,000 went directly to the Foundation for Children
with Cancer. Pictured above are Middle School students: Sharon Afflu and Ade
Osinubi (seated); Sierra Gray, Stephanie Smyczek, Hayley Needle of Scotch Plains,
Katie Buchbinder of Scotch Plains, Milika Griffiths, Catherine Badalamenti of
Scotch Plains, Abigail Rogers (center row); and Sumeet Prasad, Billy Buchbinder
of Scotch Plains, David Monte of Scotch Plains, and Ernest Afflu (back row).

0DUFKVW
0DUFKVW
2 pm-3:30 pm
At the Bauer Branch
ENTER TO WIN
FREE WEEK OF
TRADITIONAL
CAMP!

ALL THAT GLITTERS IS NOT
GOLD…Second graders pan for “fool’s
gold” during the Pioneer Living event
at Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are:
Jessica Perkins, Jenny Boan,
Mackenzie Smith and Julia Hinderlider
from Karen Reichel’s class.

Sundance School

Open House, March 1st 10am-2pm • RSVP

Register Now!
• Full & Part Time
• Low Student-Teacher Ratio
• Spanish & Signing
• After School Adventures

Summer Camp
June 16 - July 24

Art & Science • Enrichment • Theatre Arts

908-561-5055
401 Greenbrook Road, North Plainﬁeld
G72150

Aashay Anjaria, Margaret Appezzato,
Stephanie Araneo, Maija Barnes, Robert
Barone, Vincenzo Bianco, Kaitlyn Budis,
Caitlin Bunin, Nicole Campbell, Gabriel
Canicosa, Dana Cappiccille, William Castore,
Connor Cheney, Christopher Ciccarino,
Kathleen Colonna, Craig Conlan, John
Cunningham, Timothy Duddy, Joshua Eisen,
Dahlia Fioretti, Alicia Fung-A-Fat, Melissa
Gara, Justin Glock, Nicholas Grace, Hannah
Greaney, Jessica Howard, Emily Koprowski,
Madeline Krema, Nicole Lamastra, David
Leavitt, George Leavitt, Christie Leist, Susan
Leone, Ryan Lesiak, Briana Lolo, Maxim
Maltsev, Tyler Martin, Morris May, Danielle
McDuffie, Melissa McQuoid, Kelsey Meisch,
Katherine Minski, Tessa Mitterhoff, Emmanuel
Nocum, Megan Phelan, Lyndsay Reed, Bridget
Reynolds, Elise Ringel, Anna Rivero, Maria
Jose Rivero, Kathryn Rodriguez, Marc Rosario,
Dylan Sands, Michael Sangern, Monique
Santos, Merhan Shams, Kimberly Shaw, Antonio Spadaro, Tara Sweeney, Gabrielle Testa,
JoVenice Uriarte, Mary Vannatta, Aidan Ziobro

WF’s Moryan Earns
Honor-Roll Status

www.sundanceschool.net

NEW CAMPS!
• Circus
• Robot
• Rockets
• Lacrosse
• Softball
• Cheerleading
•
The Amazing Y
Challenge
REGISTER NOW!
Westfield Area Y
220 Clark Street
Robert & Virginia
Bauer Family Branch
422 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-2700
www.westfieldynj.org
Financial Assistance Available

VICTORY LANES…St. Bartholomew Academy (SBA) in Scotch Plains concluded Catholic Schools Week with a family trip to the bowling alley at Linden
Lanes on February 1. Close to 100 people participated. SBA Catholic Schools
Week Chair Karen Trollo provided an innovative program for the weeklong
celebration of Catholic education, which included an open house and learning fair
on Tuesday, pep rally and spirit day on Wednesday, and dessert with “My Special
Person” on Thursday. Pictured are: SBA Home School Association (HSA)
President Maureen Novack and her third-grade daughter Tressa on the lanes. To
learn more about SBA, including registration information, view stbacademy.org.

THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

University Program Helps
Enrich Students’ Education
By NATHAN VERRILLI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – While every high
school is different from the next,
Cranford High School (CHS) is
unique in the opportunities it offers
for aspiring students through the
University Program.
The program is in its third year, and
it specializes in advancing the careers
of determined students by enriching
their experience in the classroom, the
community and the world.
Through required courses focusing
on reading, writing, research and a
host of enrichment activities, the University Program can truly meet the
needs of highly motivated students.
Excellence in the classroom is one of
the University Program’s major goals.
In order to maintain a high standard, the
University Program requires one Advanced Placement (AP) class per year
specifically designed for its members.
AP classes help to prepare students
for college by placing them in a collegiate environment and pushing each
student to study harder and perform
more difficult work. The four required
courses are: AP World History as a
freshman, AP English Language as a
sophomore, AP Statistics as a junior
and Honors Research Seminar as a
senior.
Overall, the school has done very
well on AP exams, even most freshmen
succeed on AP World History. Junior
Jimmy Murphy enjoys his time in the
program because of the challenges that
he has learned to overcome.
“Academically, I have been allowed
to pursue a demanding yet rewarding
schedule,” he said. By challenging
himself academically, Jimmy is certain that his college application will
stand out from others.
But there is more to life than schoolwork, and the University Program acknowledges that. It stresses to all of its
members that helping to build a strong
community through service is essential
in becoming a model citizen.
The program organizes numerous
events throughout the year through
its partnerships with different organizations like Habitat for Humanity and

the Junior League of Elizabeth and
Plainfield.
Every year in the spring, Cranford
High School hosts the Senior Citizen’s
Brunch. Over a hundred of the town’s
respected elderly journey to the CHS
cafeteria for a fun-filled afternoon of
brunch, bingo and socializing with the
University members who volunteer time
out of their busy schedules to entertain
the visitors for the afternoon.
Many of the senior citizens look forward to this brunch all year. The University Program realizes that not many
high school students play a large role in
their communities, and the program
attempts to change that trend in Cranford
through its many service projects.
Another benefit the program supplies is the preparation for college and
later, a career. Upon entry into the University Program, each student selects
his or her areas of interest. While these
interests are not set in stone, they are a
good starting point that leads to the
students’ selection of majors.
Each student is also assigned an academic advisor based on his or her area
of interest. The advisors watch over
their students and help them with any
problems they may have at CHS.
A variety of seminars are also available, which provide opportunities to
listen to a professional speak about a
specific line of work. A wide variety of
subjects are covered in these seminars,
from psychology with Rutgers University to engineering with Stevens Institute of Technology to international affairs with Seton Hall University.
These seminars can help a student
decide which area of interest is right
for him or her.
Thanks to this unique program, motivated students at CHS are pursuing
their dreams in new ways. The service learning opportunities build character, the trips and seminars expand
the knowledge of the students, and
the AP classes look great on college
applications.
Perhaps other high schools could
organize programs with as many benefits as the University Program of
Cranford High School.
Nathan is a sophomore at CHS.

Westfield Area Y
Summer Camp
2008

&DPS2SHQ+RXVH
&DPS2SHQ+RXVH

• Ages 2 thru 4th Grade
• 7:30AM - 5:45PM
• Science, Computers, Cooking
• Music, Dance, Dramatics

Seventh Grade Honor Roll

One week or the
entire summer for
children ages 3
through 15.
Whether it’s a traditional or specialty
camp, we have one that’s right for
you!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Age appropriate Camp Trips
Promotes teamwork &
self-esteem
Educational & Recreational
CPR/First Aid Certified Camp
Staff
Half Day & Full Day Camp Options
EMT on staff
Incorporates core values of
Caring, Honesty, Respect and
Responsibility into daily
programming.

Wesley Hall Nursery School
Wesley Hall invites you to meet our
Kindergarten Teaching Team and
learn more about our NEW

FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM!

Tuesday, February 26, 2008 – 7:15 p.m.
in our Kindergarten Room
Wesley Hall Nursery School
1 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
R.S.V.P. by February 25, 2008
908-233-9570
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IN

Devil Swim Boys Overpower
BridgeH2O for Section Title
61, section title win at Bayonne’s
Lincoln Community Pool.
WHS Junior Chris DeLaFuente and
sophomore Matt Meserole are coach
Jeff Knight’s two big guns, and they
were involved in four victories apiece
against B-R. In addition, they were
two of the legs on the opening medley
relay, when WHS might have established early on the kind of night it was
going to be.
“We knew we had to go in strong
for the medley relay, in order to build
momentum up for the rest of the meet,”
DeLaFuente said. “That was the best
medley relay we did all year, and I
think it can be even faster.”
WHS’s winning time was 1:40.90,
and the foursome included Meserole,
Larry Zhang, DeLaFuente and Matt
Greene. To show how ready WHS
was for the meet, its B medley team of
John Taylor, Matt Blutfield, Evan
Paulan and Jack Lorentzen (22.5)

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There were some people who
thought the Bridgewater-Raritan (BR) boys swim team had a decent shot
at knocking off Westfield High
School’s (WHS) boys swim team, the
Blue Devils, in Monday night’s (February 18) North Section 2 Public A
final. The Panthers had beaten the
Blue Devils in two of the last three
sectional finals, and they had swum
some very impressive times in winning the Somerset County championship earlier this month.
But they apparently forgot that the
Blue Devils had already posted a 26point win over a shaved B-R team
back in December, and that was without Luke Granstrand (injury) and Max
Blum (sick) in WHS’s lineup.
Those two swimmers were back in
the lineup and were among the many
contributors in WHS’s stunning 109-
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SPORTS

Sports Section
Pages 11-16

came in at 1:43-plus, faster than the
1:44.0 winning time by Summit at the
Union County championships earlier
this month.
DeLaFuente then came right back
to win the 200 freestyle in a solid
1:47.78. He later swam a personalbest, 4:54.69, to win the 500 free and
then led off a 3:23.97, 400 free relay
that included Paulan, Mike Oster and
Meserole.
Meserole picked up firsts in the
200-individual medley (2:05.30) and
100 back (personal-best 54.41), beating B-R standout David Yao in both
races.
WHS also won the 200-free relay
with Oster, Lorentzen, Matt Morgan
and Green clocking a 1:33.96, and
the 100 breaststroke, with Blutfield
coming in at 1:04.90.
“I think the swimmers of the meet
were Oster and Blum,” Green said.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUTTING ON THE BIG CHILL…Blue Devil point guard Tara Handza, No. 5, freezes the ball by putting on a dribbling
exhibition in the fourth quarter as Raider Kathryn DeCataldo pursues. Handza finished with 17 points.

MILLER NETS 13 PTS, 13 BOARDS; HANDZA PUTS IN 17

Lady Blue Devils Top Raiders
In UCT Hoops Semis, 47-23
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WRAPPING AROUND LIKE A BOA CONSTRICTOR…Raider Trevor Cannon, left, entwines Bomber Mike DeLuco and
goes on to squeeze out a 4-3 victory in the 152-lb bout.

GORE, JACOBS RECORD PINS; CANNON GRASPS WIN

Sayreville Bombers Unload
On Raider Wrestlers, 60-15
a fall in 2:50 by Manny Santiago.
“For Billy to get the pin, coming
off the broken hand injury, was nice.
It was almost going to feel like Ridge
(match) the other night, get the six
and get another six. Unfortunately,
that didn’t happen. Blaes is a very
competent wrestler. For him to make
a little mistake like that against the
kid who used the hip roll, it was a
shocker. We didn’t expect that to happen at all. I gave Blaes the win on that
match, at least for a decision,” said
Raider Head Coach John Scholz.
The “awe” was demonstrated
throughout the 22-2 Bombers’ talented lineup but another “shock” came
in the 119-lb bout. Raider Tristan
Bundy had a pair of escapes and a
takedown to take a 4-2 lead, but got
caught under the leg of Noel Santiago

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Shock and awe” delivered by
Bombers from Sayreville earned the
12th-ranked home team a 60-15 victory over the visiting Scotch PlainsFanwood High School wrestling team
in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
semifinals on February 13. Billy Jacobs
(215-lbs), Danny Gore (135-lbs) and
Trevor Cannon (152-lbs) were the only
Raiders to record victories.
Jacobs came through with a
takedown in the first bout of the
evening then turned Bryan
Miksiewicz to his back with an Olympic arm bar in 2:44, but the first
“shock” came at heavyweight when
Raider Joe Blaes got too eager in the
top position, exposed his leg and became the victim of a Petersen roll to

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

The Leader • The Times
New Subscriber • Renewal
One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76
College $20 (September - May)
Name
Address
City

State

ZIP

Phone #
Payment

Cash

Check

Charge

CC #
Exp. Date
Signature
Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

press@goleader.com

•

www.goleader.com

We Reach People... Not Driveways!

and was stuck to the mat in 5:08.
“I knew Santiago was going to give
him a run for his money,” said coach
Scholz. “Unfortunately, the kids go
hip-to-hip. He started hanging out
there and the kid (Santiago) takes
control. It’s a humbling experience
but he is going to bounce back from
that. It was a big shocker!”
The Bombers won by fall at 125lbs and by majority decision at 130lbs to carry a 34-6 lead into the 135lb bout but Gore had a surprise of his
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Senior Erin Miller and junior Tara
Handza coordinated efforts well to
lead the second-seeded Westfield
High School girls basketball team,
the Blue Devils, to a 47-23 victory
over sixth-seeded Scotch PlainsFanwood High School team, the Raiders, in the semifinal round of the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
held at Roselle Catholic High School
on February 18.
The 15-6 Blue Devils will face the
14-7 Elizabeth girls, who nipped Linden, 41-39, tomorrow, February 22,
at 7:30 p.m. at Roselle Catholic.
Miller scored 13 points and Handza
put in 17, but it was the way they
assisted each other and their teammates that sent the 14-9 Raiders reeling. Miller finished with six assists
and five went to Handza, who reciprocated with three assists.
“Tara makes her shots. She is so
good at her pull up jumpers,” said
Miller.
“We look for each other and our
other teammates. We are a good little
team,” said Handza.
Raider center Kaylin Jaichon
scored four of her six points, Jackie
Law, who finished with seven points,

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

hit three free throws and Molly
Meehan bagged a 3-pointer, but the
Blue Devils held a slim, 11-10 edge at
the end of the first quarter.
Blue Devil senior Stephanie
Slodzcka (3 rebounds, 3 points), who
was absent with an injury all season,
entered in the second quarter and
added a strong defensive presence.
“It’s [Stephanie] going to help us
inside against these teams. They have
some big girls. We can pretty much
match up a lot better than we had been
doing. The girls are excited and they
are all happy to be back,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Joe Marino.
The defining moment happened in
the second quarter. The Blue Devils
led 13-12, and then Slodyzcka rolled
in a lay-up. Anne Knisely (7 rebounds,
8 points) grabbed an offensive rebound

The Westfield Office of Coldwell Banker
is pleased to announce that Tamatha
Costello has joined their staff of Sales
Associates. Tammie began her real estate
career in 1995 and has since earned
numerous awards including the NJAR
Circle of Excellence in 1998-2001 &
2003-2006. She achieved the Silver level
status in 2000 & 2005. As a resident of
Cranford for over 12 years and a life-long
Union county resident, Tammie has
extraordinary knowledge of Union County
Tamatha “Tammie” Costello
and an invaluable insight of
Sales Associate
neighborhoods and townships. Tammie
Westfield Office
has earned the Accredited Buyer
209 Central Avenue
Representative (ABR) designation which
Office: 908-233-5555
is the benchmark of excellence in buyer
representation. This coveted designation is
Cell: 908-296-6173
awarded to real estate practitioners who
Tammie.Costello@ColdwellBankerMoves.com
www.TammieCostello.com
meet the specified educational and
practical experience criteria. Tammie is a “Come and Go with Tammie Costello”
skilled negotiator who has a commitment
to excellence! She is knowledgeable,
dedicated and enthusiastic about the
opportunity to meet and exceed all your
real estate expectations.

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com
©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.
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High School Juniors!
Coaches and Admissions' Officers
Need Your Recruiting DVD's Now!!
Order a Free Demonstration DVD Today!

Boomerang Video - (908) 447-4594/boomervid.com

Westfield Baseball League
Spring Tryouts 2008
Major & Pony Leagues Only

SPF/Sayreville Wrestling
Westfield/SPF UCT Hoops
West/Cranford Lady Hoops
SPF/ALJ Girls Basketball
Westfield/Linden Wrestling

COLDWELL BANKER WESTFIELD
WELCOMES TAMATHA COSTELLO

and tossed in a short hook shot. Moments later, she repeated the act. Next,
Miller accentuated matters with a 3pointer and the Blue Devils took a 2519 lead into the locker room.
“That started us going. At first we
were a little tentative, but the girls
were very confident. They [Raiders]
beat us last year in overtime. They
[Blue Devils] came out and really
wanted this one,” said coach Marino.
“Anne, tonight she wanted it. Anne
played outstanding, like boxing out. I
have never seen her play so hard,”
commented Miller.
“Once we got over our nerves, we
were able to take a breath and say
alright, we can really pull this off,”
said Handza.
Pull it off they did. The Blue Devils’

Majors: (5th & 6th grades)
Date

Time

Event

Location

3/1
3/2
3/8
3/9

12-3
9-12
12-2
10-12

Fielding
Hitting
Fielding
Hitting

Sid Fey field
The Ballpark
Sid Fey field
The Ballpark

Players (5th & 6th graders) who were on a Majors team last year do not
need to tryout again. You will automatically be placed on a team.

Ponys: (7th thru 10th grades)
Date

Time

Event

Location

3/1
3/2
3/8
3/9

12-1
12:30-1:30
12-1
12:30-1:30

Fielding
Hitting
Fielding
Hitting

Houlihan field
The Ballpark
Houlihan field
The Ballpark

Players who were on a Pony League team last year and all 10th graders do
not need to tryout again. You will automatically be placed on a team.

If you do not wish to try out for a Major or Pony team
you will be automatically placed on either an
International or Mustang team.
The Ballpark is located at 1 Silver Ct., Springfield NJ.

973-376-9295

ONLINE REAL ESTATE CENTER ʹ SEARCH FOR HOMES ʹ NEIGHBORHOOD SALES REPORT
FREE MARKET EVALUATION of YOUR HOME - FREE BUYER & SELLER GUIDES .. and MORE !!

Properties Unlimited
REALTORS®

Office:

908-233-9292 ext. 5495

200 NORTH AVENUE EAST ʹ WESTFIELD, NJ
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

www.FinePropertiesNewJersey.com
GEORGE BIPS, REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®

Cell:

908-477-5379

Email:

George@BipsRE.com

YOUR FULL-TIME, EXPERIENCED, TECH SAVVY REAL ESTATE PRO ͙͘SERVING BUYERS, SELLERS & INVESTORS
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Devil’s Den

Blue Devil Bowlers Win
Group 4 State Crown
The Westfield High School bowling team won the Group 4 State Championship with a record-setting day at
the Brunswick Zone Carolier Lanes
in North Brunswick on February 18.
The Blue Devils broke two state
records.
Record 1: Westfield bowled the
highest game in the history of the
tournament (1,239). Senior captain
Eric Curialle shot a 299 game and
senior co-captain Brett Ettinger rolled
a 276 game. Both players had 11
strikes in each game. Jesse Embry
shot 258, Matt Marcus shot 214 and
Arley Rojas shot 192.
Record 2: Westfield shot the highest series ever in state history with a
3,403 three-game total (games of
1076, 1,239 and 1,088, respectively).
“All I can say is wow,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Mike Tirone.
Curialle had the high series of the
day with games of 233 and 241, to go
along with his 299, for a 773 series.
Embre shot 723 with games of 207,
258 and 258. Ettinger shot 175, 276
and 223, for a 674 series. Marcus shot
243, 214 and 191, for a 648 total.
Rojas shot 218, 192 and 175, for a
585 series.

“This is one of the most amazing
stories in sports. It will be hard to
duplicate that kind of bowling,” said
Coach Tirone. “That bowling only
happens in your dreams, I still can’t
believe the team actually did it.”
Bowling in the Group 4 finals was
Cherry Hill East, last years’ champion (by 9 pins over Westfield), and
the No. 1-rated team in The StarLedger over the last month of this
season.
Cherry Hill East finished with 3,072
total for the day. Woodbridge, ranked
No. 2 in the state, shot a 3,092. The
previous high series was 3,188 by
Manchester Township in 2003.
After the state championships,
Westfield, Sayreville (Group 3),
Ewing (Group 2) and Roselle Catholic (Group I) competed in a “baker
roll off” to determine the Tournament
of Champions (TOC) winner.
Westfield, seeded first, rolled
against Roselle Catholic, seeded
fourth. Sayreville, seeded second,
faced third-seeded Ewing. Roselle
Catholic won 3-1 and Sayreville won
3-0. In the finals, Sayreville won the
TOC with a 3-1 score over Roselle
Catholic.

Devil Swim Boys Overpower
BridgeH2O for Section Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

“They both had personal bests in the
200 free (1:50 and 1:52), Oster followed with a best in the 100 free (50)
and Max [Blum] had a best in the 500
(5:10). Junior Matt Morgan had a
couple of outstanding swims, taking
third in the 200IM and 500 free (5:07)
Granstrand and John Taylor both broke
a minute in the back, which was huge.”
The last state title for WHS came in
2004, when the current seniors were in
eighth grade. WHS was eliminated by
Bridgewater on a power-points
tiebreaker in the 2005 sectional final,
then lost to B-R on the final relay in
2006, when the Panthers captured the
state title. Last year, WHS advanced to
the state final, where it fell to Cherry
Hill West, again on the final relay.
Among those who had spectacular
time drops were seniors Granstrand,
Matt Haddad, Mike Rediker, Jon Holt
and Matt Gelmetti, five of the many
high school-only contributors to
WHS’s success.
Granstrand broke a minute for the
first time in the 100 backstroke, clock-

ing 58-plus, while breaking up a potential 2-3-4 by B-R. Haddad went
23.1 for his leg on the B 200 free
relay, while Rediker clocked a 53.89
in the 100 free, Holt won a 23.4 relay
split and Gelmetti swam a lifetime
best, 1:05-plus, to earn key points.
WHS is back in action today in
the state Public A semifinals, against
North Section 1 champion,
Ridgewood, which the Devils defeated in last year’s semifinals.
A win in today’s semifinal round
would put Knight’s crew in Sunday’s
3:45 p.m. state final at The College of
New Jersey, for what could be a historic event. Since the team tournament format started in 1987, no school
has won both the boys and girls title
in the same year. WHS has a good
shot at doing just that.
“I think all the guys are really starting to realize that we can be state
champs this year,” DeLaFuente said.
“And I think that realization might
have been the most important obstacle we had to overcome.”

Bowling Has Been
Right Up Tirone’s Alley
By BRUCE JOHNSON

Devils of the Week
Marcus, Embry, Rojas,
Ettinger, Curialle
Bowling

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Since coming to Westfield in 1968,
Mike Tirone has coached junior high
school baseball, wrestling and football, along with the WHS bowling
team since its inception in 1982. By
his records it’s more than 1,000 games/
matches … and it seems he has a story
to go with every one of them.
A four-sport (football, basketball,
baseball, track) athlete at Lyndhurst
High School in Bergen County, Tirone
earned a track scholarship to Evangel
College in Springfield, Mo. After college he got a job at Westfield in 1968
as the head coach of the eighth grade
football team and ninth grade baseball
team at Roosevelt Junior High School.
And he got a quick introduction into
what made both sports so successful
on the varsity level.
“I had to attend meetings with Gary
Kehler (football) and Norm Koury
(baseball),” Tirone said. “At the time
my brother Ed (now WHS’s girls tennis coach) was working at Edison as
a football, basketball and baseball
coach. We had many discussions on
what makes a good coach and our
conclusion was: ‘Pick Gary’s brain,
figure out what he did and apply it to
our situations.’ ”
For those who don’t remember,
football under Kehler was pretty basic: block, tackle, special teams. Do
those things well and your team will
do well.
“I have tried to emulate Gary by
understanding the fundamentals of the
game,” Tirone said. “So I break down
the game of bowling and teach players
the fundamentals of every aspect: ball
placement, hand position, wrist position, approach, swing, release. And I
make sure we are doing those things
better than our opponents.”
It must be working. According to
Tirone’s records, his WHS bowling
teams have won nearly 400 matches,
along with three Union County championships, eight sectional titles and
two state titles, in 1994 and this past
Monday. And he’s got stories for almost every one of the teams.
Could anything ever top the statechampion 1994 squad? After going
18-2 (losing to Linden and Summit)
and not winning the conference,
county or sectional titles, the team
caught fire at the state tournament
and won the big one. The lineup featured Greg Rhodes, Jason Smith,
Shaun McNamara and, last but hardly
least, the Masino twins, Dan and Matt,

LOCAL REALTOR
STRIKES GOLD!
(AGAIN)

W

hoever said that lightning can’t strike
twice has never met Clark’s Lori
Kazanowski. For the second year in a row,
Kazanowski, a real estate agent with All Towne
Realty of Clark, will be honored by the Greater
Union County Association of Realtors
(GUCAR) for attaining “Gold” level status
(based on home sales and listings.)
One of only 11 realtors in the entire county to
receive the Gold award, Kazanowski said that it
was “a great privilege to be recognized” by her
peers. “This might sound corny, but I really love
my job,” said Kazanowski. “All Towne Realty
has a great energy and my associates and brokers are a constant source of inspiration and
motivation.” Kazanowski was referring to broker/ owners Ronald Simone and Nora Haddow,
who have worked with Kazanowski for the
majority of her 24 years in real estate.
“Lori is the consummate realtor,” said
Haddow, “we’re very proud of her success.”
“Don’t forget,” added Simone, “this is a challenging market, and Lori continues to stay on
top. That’s saying a lot.”
Kazanowski has seen the market change

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Lori Kazanowski
many times during her career, “prices and sales
peaked in the summer of 2006,” she said, “but
that doesn’t mean that people aren’t buying or
selling.”
“A realtor needs to be very creative when
presenting a property,” said Kazanowski. “A
sign on the front lawn and a blurb on the internet just isn’t enough. I customize a marketing
plan for every one of my clients and I provide
excellent service. These are the qualities that
any top producer should possess.” Despite
reports that home sales in the North East continue to slide, Kazanowski remains optimistic and
expects another exceptional year.

Lori Kazanowski
2006 NJAR Circle of Excellence
#1 All Towne Realty Agent
for 2007 Listings and Sales
Direct: 732-453-2489
Cell: 732-713-4984
www.alltownerealty.com

who also played drums and standup
bass, respectively, in The Hot Rod
Gang, a local rockabilly band.
“(The Masino brothers) were 6-foot2 cowboys and they would show up at
matches and practices with big cowboy
boots, long, slicked-down black hair
and KISS shirts,” Tirone said. “Their
mom worked so we made a deal where
I would pick them up and take them to
practice and then home after practice.
My reward was I could go and see them
play with their band. And I could also
watch them practice in their garage, as
long as I didn’t touch the 1970 car they
were restoring.
“And their sister, Tracy, was the
best female bowler we ever had. Her
main interests were modeling and
looking pretty. During her senior year
(1998, she was co-captain) Kearny
had the best team in the conference
and was the overwhelming pick to
win it undefeated. My plan was
simple: I put Tracy at anchor to pressure their best bowler. We were also
undefeated with Evan Baum (299 high
game), Scott Bridgeman (300 at
sectionals) and Brett Rosenblatt (734
series). So, Tracy’s job was to smile
and high-five the guys after they would
strike or spare. In one of the biggest
upsets in WHS history, we won 5-2
and stole the conference.”
Did you hear the one about Mike
Tirone, the team bus driver?
“On our first trip to the state finals,
in 1989, thankfully we were leaving
early,” he said. “At the light on Elm
Street and East Broad, there’s one car
in front us and the driver signals for a
right turn onto East Broad. I check
my side mirror and start to pull forward going straight on Elm. As I start
forward, the kids yell, ‘Look out
coach!’ BANG! I hit the car in front of
me. After he started to go, he had
stopped to let a pedestrian cross the
street. The police came and had to
interview every person on the bus
before we could leave. We finally got
to the finals and finished 13th out of
13 teams and it cost me $300 a year
for three years on my insurance.”
Tirone always gets a special joy out
of WHS’s success in bowling. Bowling, along with pool/billiards, have
always had a semi-seedy reputation.
And, given Westfield’s current reputation as a power in “country club”
sports like swimming, tennis, golf
and lacrosse, the bowling team’s success brings a smile to Tirone. Ironically, when he came to town in the
late 1960s, there was more of a roughneck reputation to most sports at
WHS, with power teams in football,
wrestling, basketball, baseball and
track and field. But bowling was definitely a very popular free-time activity in the pre-computer era, and there
were many places to participate: The
Rec on North Ave. (most recently the
N.J. Table Tennis Club), the four lanes
at the YMCA (now rooms for
children’s classes), Echo Lanes in
Mountainside (now a movie complex
on Route 22), Clark Lanes (now a
workout facility) and Blue Star Lanes
in Watchung.
Except for three years in the mid1980s, Tirone’s teams have known
nothing but success. And a lot of that
has had to do with his having some

outstanding captains (he calls them
“assistant coaches”). And, of course,
there are stories to go with them.
“Jeff Hemer (’92) would set up our
schedule each week, he would think
of everything, all I had to do was
show up,” Tirone said. “I made a deal
with him. We would play chess during lunch study. If he lost to me he
would have to mow my lawn. I had to
mow my lawn for 3½ years before he
had to mow it once.
“And there was Andrew Royston
(’03), who taught me how to not worry.
He would call me just about every
night during his senior year and let
me know what we needed to be concerned with the next day. ‘Did I know
we played Union tomorrow?’ ‘Did I
know Pete was sick?’ He had concerns every night. I would assure his
concerns would be addressed the next
day, and then he would say, ‘That’s
good, now I can go to sleep.’ ”
Some of his best memories are what
Tirone calls “rags to riches” stories,
and two of his personal favorites are
Andrew Shannon (’97) and Alex
Wronski (’07).
“When Andrew came out as a freshman, he had never bowled before,”
Tirone said. “At the end of his freshman year his average was 89. ‘Why
does my ball always go in the gutter?’
he would ask. I thought that maybe
bowling wasn’t going to work for
him. One day during his junior year
he shouted, ‘Coach, I have it!!’ He
had finally learned to swing and release the ball to get revolutions. He
was voted team captain his senior
year and became the most dependable captain I ever had.”
“When Alex came out for bowling,
he thought he was going to be a star.
I was happy to hear that until I saw
him bowl. His ball would either go in
the gutter or just get a few pins. ‘Please
help me, coach.’ ‘How can I improve?’
‘Am I doing this right?’ His freshman
average was 95. But he worked hard
in the off-season and he came back
improved. During his senior year Alex
was all-county and our team won the
conference, county and sectional
championships and finished with a
26-1 record. And Alex had a teambest 206 average.
“Our reward, besides winning the
championships, was we all learned
how hard work and persistence can,
and does, pay off in the end.”
Good times, good times ... the wins,
the titles, the bus rides, the 300 games
by Hemer, Scott Bridgeman and, earlier this year, Arley Rojas. But time
marches on and, one of these days
soon, Mike Tirone will pack up his
bowling ball and his scrapbooks of
memories and head off into that sunset
where all coaches/teachers eventually
go. Few will have more memories.
“It’s been a lot of fun,” he said,
before remembering one more tale to
tell. “Did I mention the year (1969) I
coached wrestling at Roosevelt? I
didn’t know anything about the sport,
but we went 9-1. I had (future WHS
state champion) Kurt Stiefken on that
team, and he taught me everything I
needed to know.”
DEN JEOPARDY ANSWER
a) Bill Kenny, Gary Grabel, Jerry
Armstrong, Pete Adelaar, Bill Dun-

ham, Bob Treut, Tim Gordeuk, Jon
Gordon, Steve Jones.
b) Dave Brown, Paul Bockus, Stan
Warne, Mark Dennis, Rich Gottlick,
Dan Morash, Chris Campbell, Walt
Heinger, Pete Shearer.
c) Tim Kenny, Dave Tinnesz, Dave
Brown, Jerry Gottlick, Joe Birmingham, Bill Hunziker, Chuck Cosenza,
John Williams, Jim Howard.
THIS AND THAT
Monday was quite a day to be a
WHS fan: Eric Curialle rolled a 299
game and the Blue Devils captured
the Group 4 bowling title; the girls
broke four school records – with
Suzanne Lemberg involved in all four
– and break the school power-point
record in a stunning 102-68 sectional
final win over Bridgewater-Raritan;
the boys swim team put up the second-best power point total of the past
15 years to win another sectional title,
109-61 over Bridgewater; and the girls
basketball team routed SP-F 47-23 in
the UCT semifinals, avenging last
year’s UCT title-game loss and advancing to tomorrow’s title game.
With Kerri Pringle and Steph
Slodyczka back from injuries, coach
Joe Marino has an 11-deep squad. …
Congratulations to Erin Miller, who
was recently honored as a McDonald’s
All-America nominee in girls basketball. The senior guard is WHS’s alltime scoring leader with nearly 1,600
points, and is among the all-time girls
leaders in rebounds, steals and, most
importantly, assists. …
WHS will host the District 11 wrestling championships this weekend (tomorrow night and Saturday). John
Barnes is a returning champion for
WHS, while Matt Shaffer and Joe
Kania have good shots at titles this
year. WHS has never finished higher
than third in coach Glen Kurz’s nine
years, taking two thirds and three
fourths. A two-time champion himself, Kurz has coached 14 district
champions, including Barnes, Colin
MacKay and Mark Boyd a year ago.…
Word is that Shaun Cherewich will
be returning to the coaching sidelines
this spring, taking over as the freshman boys lacrosse coach. Cherewich
started the school’s lacrosse program
in the late 1970s and coached it to
over 200 wins and state titles in 1986
and ’87 before stepping down in 1996.
Marc Silbergeld will be the new varsity, switching places with former
coach Gerry Benaquista, now an assistant principal at Union.
DEN JEOPARDY QUESTION
Who were WHS’s nine district
champions on the a) 1967, b) 1973
and c) 1975 wrestling teams? (And
that was back when there were only
12 weight classes, not the current 14.)
DEVILS OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the
Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to Eric Curialle,
Jesse Embry, Brett Ettinger, Arley
Rojas and Matt Marcus. Those five
bowlers rolled some serious scores
Monday as WHS won the state Group
4 championship.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in the Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVR!
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BLUE DEVILS BREAK WHS POWER-POINT RECORD

Lady Blue Devils Demolish
BridgeH2O for Section Title
By J.B RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Breaking school records in the 200medley relay to open the meet and the
400-freestyle relay to close it – and
getting two, re-broken school records
from sophomore Suzanne Lemberg –
the Westfield High School girls swim
team, the Blue Devils, rolled to a 10268 victory over Bridgewater-Raritan
(B-R) on February 18, in the North
Section 2 Public A final at Lincoln
Community Pool in Bayonne.
The Blue Devils, who won the state
Public A title last February, were
ranked second in the state, while B-R
was No. 3 (Immaculate Heart is No.
1). B-R had met with WHS in December, posting a 92-78 victory.
Things were expected to be closer
this time.
But first-year coach Brooke Smith
had her team primed for some big
swims, and got way more than she
expected, including a school-record,
4,649 power points.
“Everyone is so excited right now,”
Smith said. “We had so many great
swims. Catherine Maguire in the
breaststroke (lifetime best 1:09.55);
Lizzy (Hawkins) in the 100 back;
Steph Albright came out of nowhere
to swim a 5:32 in the 500. Becky
(DeLaFuente) got within a second of
the school record in the butterfly and
then came right back to get second in
the 500 free.”
Smith mixed her lineup well, pulling Lemberg off the 4x50 freestyle
relay and using her in the butterfly on
the medley relay, with Hawkins, Kate
Heffernan and anchor Lauren Sullivan
(L-Sull). That foursome kick-started
the big day with a 1:51.69, taking .33
of a second off the old school record,
which had stood since 1982.
The girls on that old record included Patty Wysock in the backstroke, Janney Zonnevylle in the
breast, Fran Schmidt in the fly and
Jen Frawley on the anchor. Zonnevylle
and Schmidt are still the school
record-holders in the breast and fly,
respectively.
“Finally that medley relay record
came down,” Hawkins said. “We’ve
been after that one for so long. I’m
just so happy right now. I’m so proud
of every girl on the team.”
“We were really ready for this one,”
senior captain Alexi Kuska said. “Sunshine [Lemberg] and I were up
emailing each other at seven in the
morning.
“[The team] warmed up at Berke-

ley [Aquatic Club] and we all agreed
that the energy was palpable. Lauren
Sullivan wanted to just starting racing B-R at eight in the morning, she
was that excited,” Kuska continued.
“Coach Smith not only gave us a
lineup that allowed us to beat
Bridgewater, she also placed us in
lanes that encouraged top times and
more competitive races. In the 500, I
raced all by myself, while Becky and
Stephanie raced against the top B-R
girl. As a result Becky got second
place and Steph swam a lifetime best
5:32,” Kuska said.
Lemberg had yet another spectacular meet, winning both sprints in
school-record times: 23.59 in the 50
free (earning All-America honors for
it) and 52.84 in the 100 free. In addition to the record medley relay, she
anchored the record-setting 400-free
relay.
Kuska, who has an All-America
consideration time in the 500 free,
was her dominating self again, winning the 200 (1:54.27) and 500
(5:03.91), both just off her schoolrecord times in both.
She also split a 24.42 anchor leg on
the 4x50 free relay of Sullivan, Emily
Budnick and Meredith Smith that won
in 1:41.82, the fourth fastest in school
history. Then Kuska swam a leadoff,
53.37 split (No. 2 on the Top 15 List)
on the 4x100 foursome with
DeLaFuente, Hawkins and Lemberg
that clocked a 3:38.02, more than two
full seconds faster than the previous
mark, set earlier this year.
The Devils got top performances
from every girl on Monday, including
junior Abby Ryan and freshmen Ally
Rose, Olivia Scrofani, Kylie Bangs
and Meg Kavaney.
“We knew Bridgewater was going
to come after us and be much stronger
than last time,” said Hawkins, whose
butterfly (1:01.50) and backstroke
(1:01.61) times were lifetime bests.
“I still can’t believe some of the times
we did. Times were dropping left and
right. We weren’t about to let anyone
stop us from another state championship.”
Among the standing-room-only
crowd in Bayonne was Jaime Ruszala,
coach of last year’s state champion
team, the Blue Devils. Now married
and living in San Francisco, she turned
down a mini-vacation to Hawaii with
her husband to fly to New Jersey and
watch her old team squad.
WHS is swimming in the state semifinals today, time and place not avail-

able at press time, against Montclair,
which defeated Randolph to win the
North 1 title. A win today would put
the Devils in Sunday’s 2 p.m. final at
The College of New Jersey.
In the other semifinal today, it will
be West Windsor-Plainsboro (WWP) South against Egg Harbor. WW-P
South is the team WHS beat in last
year’s state final.
‘“Our motto all year has been
‘Poise’ and ‘Grit,’” Kuska said. “We
don’t waste any energy boasting or
bragging. We just focus on our goals.”
“The thing about this team is that
they just never give up. They keep
bringing it. And they have fun and get
along, which makes it easier,” Kuska
continued.
“The girls have worked hard and
had the courage to trust Brooke and
that her training would see them
through. They bought into her accelerated form of training early on and,
now, they’re just reaping the rewards
of the work they’ve done. But we’re
not done. We’re like the wind in the
trees. Our opponents may not hear us
coming, but after we leave, they know
we were there,” Kuska said.

High School Section
Swimming Results:
BOYS SWIMMING:
BRIDGEWATER-RARITAN 104,
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD 66
200 medley relay: B (David Yao, Justin Chen, Brian Barr, Frank Cuzzola)
1:54.85
200 free: Barr (B) 2:10.58
200 IM: Zack Peart (S) 2:20.94
50 free: Cuzzola (B) 26.18
100 fly: Ernesto Daset (B) 1:06.07
100 free: Cuzzola (B) 57.62
400 free: Matt Kendall (B) 4:42.10
200 free relay: B (Chen, Tom Rinaldi,
Daset, Barr) 1:47.37
100 back: Peart (S) 1:03.19
100 breast: Chen (B) 1:14
400 free relay: B (Daset, Yao, Barr,
Cuzzola) 4:00.23
GIRLS SWIMMING:
BRIDGEWATER-RARITAN 105,
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD 65
200 medley relay: S (Kate Johnson,
Kelsey Rossi, Mary Henkels, Melissa Helock) 2:07.1
200 free: Erin Dahl (B) 2:16.23
200 IM: Helock (S) 2:32.2
50 free: Casey Stahl (B) 27.76
100 fly: Hannah Gonzalez (B) 1:09.15
100 free: Maria Valenzuela (B) 1:01.32
400 free: Dahl (B) 4:49.85
200 free relay: B (Alex Enny, Sara
Kucsan, Gonzalez, Stahl) 1:56.47
100 back: Henkels (S) 1:07.3
100 breast: Rossi (S) 1:17.41
400 free relay: B (Stahl, Kucsan,
Valenzuela, Gonzalez) 4:22.06

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SPLITING THE UPRIGHTS AT 112-LBS…Blue Devil freshman Jey Yingling, right, punishes Tiger Emanuel Ramos with
a Spread Eagle pinning maneuver and records the fall in 1:27.

YINGLING RECORDS PIN, JENNINGS GETS DECISION

Blue Devils Rip Tigers, 56-18,
In Mat Regular Season Finale
rights with a punishing Spread Eagle
maneuver to record the fall in 1:27.
“It’s the second kid he has gotten
Jey Yingling and Ryan Jennings
recorded impressive victories and the this year and it’s the second kid who
Westfield High School wrestling team has limped off the mat,” said Blue
polished up some of its moves in a 56- Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz. “I was
18 win over visiting Linden in the more impressed with Jey’s first
regular-season finale on February 15. takedown than with his pin.”
Earlier, in the afternoon’s second
The Blue Devils won all but one of
bout, Blue Devil Bill Kim scored a
the nine contested bouts.
After five contested bouts and two takedown in overtime to earn a 3-1
forfeits, awarded to Linden, the Ti- decision over Dan Castro at 171-lbs.
gers held an 18-12 lead entering Zach Frantz wore out Tiger Carl
Yingling’s bout with Emanuel Ramos Johnson to claim a 7-4 decision at
at 112-lbs. Yingling slicked a low 189-lbs and heavyweight Joe Kania
single takedown then split the up- chalked up a pair of takedowns before using an old fashioned head-in-arm
Perry pin to extinguish Austin Frank in
3:00.
After Yingling’s
victory, Blue Devil
Nick
DeFreitas
decked Carl Holley in
1:17 with a half nelson
at 119-lbs. At 125-lbs,
John Barnes worked
on his repertoire of
pinning combinations
to claim a 16-0, technical fall in 4:35 over
Vince Curtis at 125lbs.
“I worked half
nelsons, arm bars, just
basic stuff, nothing
too risky,” said
Barnes.
“We threw a couple
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times of things in for John,
CONDITIONING WINS…Blue Devil Ryan Jennings, some things we were
front, scored six points in the third period to defeat Josh playing with in pracEliscar, 9-3, at 145-lbs.
tice the past couple of
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

days. We told him to go out and give
it a shot. He did! He had a nice little
Japanese Whizzer. We were working
a different finish off our half nelsons,”
said coach Kurz.
Christian Barber worked a series of
impressive takedowns, beginning
with a Russian trip, and had an 11-4
lead over Juan Santiago before pinning him in 5:12.
“Christian! We wanted him to get a
little work on top. He really opened it
up on his feet and put on a nice
takedown clinic,” said coach Kurz.
Ryan Jennings had the Tigers’
toughest customer in the final contested bout at 145-lbs. Josh Eliscar
recorded a first-period takedown but
Jennings came back with a fireman’s
takedown in the second period. With
the score tied, 3-3, in the third period,
Jennings added an escape, another
takedown and a three-point nearfall
to record a 9-3 victory.
“Ryan has been coming through
for us all year. He’s giving up some
weight, wrestling up at 145,” said
coach Kurz. “We knew, as that match
went on, that he was going to pick
him apart. That’s his conditioning!
That’s his hard work!”
BOUT SEQUENCE:
160: — Nick Cuerrea (L) p Erik Gozdieski,
4:44
171: — Kim (W) d Castro, 3-1, OT
189: — Frantz (W) d Johnson, 7-4
215: — Walt Karasiewicz (L) won forfeit
Hwt: — Kania (W) p Frank, 3:00
103: — Mike Rozycki (L) won forfeit
112: — Yingling (W) p Ramos, 1:27
119: — DeFreitas (W) p Holley, 1:17
125: — Barnes (W) tf Curtis, 16-0, 4:35
130: — Barber (W) p Santiago, 5:12
135: — Pat Younger (W) w forfeit
140: — Joe Panarese (W) won forfeit
145: — Jennings (W) d Eliscar, 9-3
152: — Matt Shaffer (W) won forfeit

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

Gracious Ranch with an open floor plan just a short distance to town. This lovely home,
situated on a large corner lot offers a formal living room with a fireplace, dining room and
bright kitchen opening into a wonderful summer porch. 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2 car attached
garage and numerous opportunities for expansion. MLS # 2483923

ELEGANT HOMES PRESENTS THE
PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION
$2,975,000
A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities &
an enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious
19 room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walkin closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms,
6 full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butlers pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2324649

SCOTCH PLAINS

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD
MOUNTAINSIDE

RANCH

COLONIAL

$619,000

$497,500

Welcome to a large 3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Colonial home. The entertainment sized living
room features hardwood floors and a wood burning fireplace. The large dining room will
accommodate holiday dinners. The eat-in kitchen has newer appliances. The family room has
a convenient half bath as well as access to the garage & backyard. A large master bedroom
features hardwood floors, a huge walk-in closet with dressing area and full bath. Two additional
bedrooms, each with hardwood floors and a full bath complete the 2nd floor. MLS # 2451433

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

$865,000

Pristine Center Hall Colonial with great flow. This wonderful home features a living room
with hardwood floors, dining room with hardwood, large family room with wood burning
fireplace, eat-in-kitchen with cherry cabinets and sliders to deck, 1/2 bath, laundry/mud
room. The 2nd floor boasts an oversized master bedroom with hardwood floors, full bath
and walk-in closet. Three additional bedrooms all with newer carpeting, full bath and double
size hall linen closet. Huge unfinished basement gives room to expand. Oversized 2 car attached
garage with loft. Park-like property and beautiful deck. Extremely well maintained and updated.
MLS # 2478774

WESTFIELD

CLARK

W E S T F I E L D O F F I C E 1 8 5 E L M S T R E E T / W E S T F I E L D, N J 0 7 0 9 0 / 9 0 8 - 6 5 4 - 7 7 7 7

Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

$1,399,900

COLONIAL

$699,000

A wonderful opportunity - this totally renovated colonial has it all! Includes: 4 Bedrooms; 2
1/2 Baths; charming front porch; 2-story entrance foyer; custom wood stairwell & railing;
hardwood floors throughout; Andersen windows; stylish eat-in-kitchen with stainless steel
appliances; walk-in pantry and Corian counters; 2-sided gas fireplace in Living Room/Family
Room with stone hearth; recessed lighting; high and dry basement; spacious yard. Master
bath features corner whirlpool tub and double vanity. 2 car detached garage. MLS # 2436774

weichert.com
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

WYCHWOOD GEM

This architectural gem blends old world elegance with 21st century technology. An arched
mahogany front door echoes the four stone arches of the front facade. Ten foot high windows,
with upper & lower transoms, anchor the spectacular entry foyer which opens to a formal
dining room, gourmet chefs’ kitchen & step down family room with 10 foot ceilings. Oversize
windows throughout flood the open floor plan with natural light. The master bedroom features
a tray ceiling, spa quality private bath, a huge walk-in closet and balcony overlooking the rear
property. Comfortably proportioned, this 11 room, 5 bedroom, 4 full & 1 half bath home
offers 4900 SF of beautifully crafted living space. MLS # 2462117
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JAICHON NETS 19 PTS., 20 RBDS, LAW 10 PTS.,11 RBDS

Raider Cagers Strike Down
Crusaders, 50-41, in UCT
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONTROLLING THE TEMPO OF THE GAME…Gab O’Leary, left, made sure that the Blue Devils controlled the tempo
of the game with 16 rebounds (6 offensive, 10 defensive) and two steals.

Kaylin Jaichon and Jackie Law
each had a big evening, but the
whole Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls’ basketball team put it
all together to oust third-seeded A.L
Johnson, 50-41, in the quarterfinals
of the Union County Tournament
(UCT) at Roselle Catholic in Roselle
on February 21. The sixth-seeded
Raiders previously eliminated 11thseeded Hillside, 48-39, on February 18.
Jaichon, the 6’-0” junior center,
fired in a game-high 19 points, pulled
down 20 rebounds and blocked five
shots. Law, a junior forward, poured
in 10 points, including 6-for-6 from
the stripe. She also had 11 rebounds,

and pounding them on the glass. We’re
a tough, physical team and we played
them tough physically tonight. Our
kids are ready to play hard and tough
basketball right now because we play
a tough schedule all year long; teams
like Linden, Shabazz, Elizabeth,
Marist, etc. We lost to top 10 teams in
our eight losses so we’re ready to play
the tournament.”
After a low-scoring 5-5, first quarter, the Raiders got the drop early on
the Crusaders, outscoring them 1710 in the second quarter. The Raiders
demonstrated their physical dominance under the boards, took away
the outside shots and penetrated offensively. Jaichon bucketed six points,
Law sank 4-for-4 from the stripe,
Molly Meehan hit a 3-pointer and

coordinated and nobody got a shot in.
Unbelievable!”
“Some people have a duo, while
we have a trio. We look for seams in
the defense, make sure to run hard,
block shots, rebound, push it up for a
quick lay-up or shot in other cases
and play together well,” added
Jaichon. “They were doubling down
on me in the first half, so we had to go
through other options. I tried to rebound when I could, help them both
defensively and offensively, and when
it came down to the wire at the end,
we hit our foul shots.”
The Raiders advanced to the UCT
semifinals to face Westfield on February 18.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
AL Johnson

5 17
5 10

9 19
8 18

50
41

MILLER NETS 15 PTS, 7 ASSISTS; O’LEARY 16 BOARDS

Basketball Blue Devils Jump
On Cougars, 50-38, in UCT
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Teamwork really came into play in
the second-seeded Westfield High
School girls basketball team’s 50-38
victory over 10th-seeded Cranford in
the quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament at Roselle Catholic High
School on Valentine’s Day.
Because of the success from working the ball around to find open shooters, three starters hit in double figures
and another came off the bench to hit
eight points in one quarter. Senior
guard Erin Miller (4 steals, 4 rebounds) put up 15 points, including
two 3-pointers, but she also found the
open teammates and contributed
seven assists. Junior Tara Handza
(steal, assist) scored 11 points and
center Anne Knisely (6 rebounds)
bucketed 10 points.
“We know that everybody is looking out for Erin Miller. That’s the
bottom line. The rest of the girls are
stepping it up and they know what
they have to do to get the job done. We
were getting people open and they
were hitting their shots,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Joe Marino.
A welcome sight was the presence
of Keri Pringle, who had dislocated
her knee at the beginning of the
season.
“I just started practicing about a

week ago. It’s fine. It feels like nothing is wrong with it. I have been
working on my shots. I’m happy to be
back with them,” said Pringle.
Her presence paid off big time in
the second quarter when she banged
in a pair of 3-pointers and a 2-pointer
from the left side. Pringle finished
with eight points, two steals and three
rebounds.
“Keri is back and she is hitting
some good shots. She’s focused. She
can hit anywhere on the court. She
looks to share, but when she is open,
we are looking for her to get more
shots off. The rest of the girls are
really happy and we are working together as a team,” said coach Marino.
Senior forward Gab O’Leary (4
points, 2 assists) made sure that the
14-6 Blue Devils controlled the tempo
of the game with 16 rebounds (6
offensive, 10 defensive) and two
steals. That tempo began immediately when the Blue Devils jumped to
an 11-4, first-quarter lead. After a
little wavering at the start of the second quarter, the Blue Devils, with the
help of Pringle’s 3-pointers, catapulted to a 29-16 halftime lead.
The 14-6 Cougars distributed their
defense to guard as many shooters as
they could in the third quarter but
Miller went to work and sank 10 of
her points as the Blue Devils won the

Weichert

quarter, 16-9, to grab a 45-25 lead.
Cougar Jamie Webb (15 points) sank
the first of her three 3-pointers and
Stephanie Couto (7 points) also sank
a 3-pointer.
The Blue Devils got out of their
game at beginning of fourth quarter
and the Cougars capitalized with a
pair of 3-pointers, a lay-up and a free
throw. With 4:01 remaining, Cougar
Angela Renna (3 points) went to the
line and sank both free throws to
narrow the score to 47-36 but the
Blue Devils tightened their defense,
allowing only a 2-pointer to Liz
Snyder (7 points) the rest of the way.
“Some of their girls were getting
open shots and our goal is to stay on
top of them,” commented coach
Marino. “Some things I’m changing
on defense and that could have been
a possibility too. They are shooters
and we pulled back a little in the
fourth quarter. We were up by 20.
They started hitting so we went back
to our game plan.”
Cranford
Westfield
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Reading is Good For You

®

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Kerry McDevitt
• Top Sales Month of January
• Westfield Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

goleader.com/subscribe
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TOUGH ON DEFENSE, DANGEROUS IN SCORING…Raider Molly Meehan, No. 24, not only was tough on defense but
she also banged in three 3-pointers against the ALJ Crusaders.

five assists, one block and four steals.
Senior guard Molly Meehan airmailed
three basketballs from 3-point land,
added one block and swiped a basketball. Junior forward Laura Degnan
sank nine points and had six rebounds.
Junior guard Kathryn DeCataldo had
four assists, three rebounds, one steal
and one point. Senior forward Emily
Meehan contributed three points.
Monica Slodowski paced the 16-4
Crusaders with a career-high 15points, including two 3-pointers, and
Marissa DiCosmo fired in three 3pointers for nine points.
“We played good defense, held
them down early when we were not
playing well on offense, and that got
us back into the game. We didn’t let
them get away from us. That was
big,” said Raider Head Coach Bruce
Davis. “We started playing better,
moving the ball and penetrating into
the zone, getting the ball into Jackie
in the middle, getting the ball down to
Kaylin. Then we were able to take
advantage of our rebounding ability

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2006

Degnan rolled in a lay up.
“We got Degnan into the game. She
is a big guard, good offensive
rebounder and adds a different dimension to us out on the perimeter.
She can shoot a three and can hit
baseline jumpers,” said coach Davis.
“If we are going to get points, we
have to take it to the hoop and that’s
exactly what we did. Our block players had some huge rebounds, came
out and did what they needed to do
and great shots won the game for us,”
Degnan added.
The Raiders won the third quarter,
9-8. Molly Meehan sizzled a rightsided 3-pointer. Jaichon, Law and
Degnan had two points each.
On assists from DeCataldo and Molly
Meehan, Jaichon netted eight of the
Raiders’ 19 points in the final quarter,
while the Crusaders put in 18. Molly
Meehan nailed her third 3-pointer, Law
scored four points and Emily Meehan
scored a bucket, while DeCataldo and
Degnan each hit a free throw.
“We knew coming in that we needed
to be physical against this scrappy
team. Coach has been trying to have
me work on my outside game and I
made the shots when it counted,” said
Law. “Kaylin makes such a huge difference in these games. Never seen a
player block so many shots. She got

Blue Devils Stop
Raiders in UCT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

defense stuck so close to Jaichon and
Law that the Raiders’ shooting turned
to ice as the Blue Devils won the third
quarter 8-1 to take a 13-point lead.
“Great defense by Gab (O’Leary –
8 rebounds, 3 points), Tara and Anne!
Underneath, we tried to focus on
them,” said Miller. “It worked!”
Miller (2 offensive rebounds) also
played a huge defensive roll in the
third quarter, with five of her 11 defensive rebounds.
The Blue Devils made matters even
icier with a fourth-quarter freeze. The
Raiders scored only three points, while
the Blue Devils scored 14 points and
hit eight of 17 from the free throw line.
“We were up by 13 points and we
figured we were going to make them
earn it. We were going to hold it as
long as we could. The girls knew that
we just had to take a quality shot at
that moment,” said coach Marino.
“I’m really confident going into
the finals. We are comfortable in everything we do,” said Miller.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
Westfield
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Direct Line 908-301-2015
www.hye-youngchoi.net hye-young@att.net

Kerry McDevitt

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

of the Weichert Westfield Office

908-233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007

Put his neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.
Invite Kerry in, and he’ll bring results!
Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

REVA BERGER

Broker / Sales Associate
DIRECT LINE: 301-2005
E mail: revaberger@aol.com

Young & Lovely

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 24th • 906 Irving Ave.
Westfield . . . Charm & sunny 3/4 bedroom colonial. LR w/ fireplace and builtins, FDR, EIKitchen w/separate eating area, den and office. Master BR has
dressing room and full newer bath. Newer family bath w/whirlpool. 4th BR
captive. Rec RM, Wlk-up attic, hwflrs, CAC, 2 cg, brick patio, good size lot.
Walk to town.
$629,000.

510 Codding Road Westfield, New Jersey
Open House Sunday, February 24th 1—4PM

Open House Sunday, February 24, 2008 1-4PM
150 North Cottage Place, Westfield
This lovely young colonial, located on a quiet circle of homes, offers 8 rooms,
4 bedrooms and 2 ½ baths. The condition is pristine and all the best
amenities are included for your convenience. Spacious rooms and open
flow make a perfect setting for entertaining family and friends for years to
come. Directions: South Avenue to Summit Avenue to right on Cottage,
bear right to North Cottage. Offered at $799,000. WSF0953
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 209 CENTRAL AVENUE 908-233-5555

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 24th • 101 Clifton St.
Westfield . . . Renovated 3 BR split level. LR w/wood-burning stove, FDR, Rec
Rm, new kitchen floor & counter, refinished cabinets & newer appliances. All new
interior paint top to bottom, refinished hwfl, all new doors. Many new windows,
CAC, fenced rear yard, (91x110), 1CG. Close to town. $479,000.

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555 Ext. 169

Abundant sunlight, a two-story entry foyer and a fabulous
flow fill this young Colonial with a dramatic ambiance.
The interior boasts hardwood floors, tray, box beam, cathedral & vaulted ceilings and plentiful closet space. The
living room and formal dining room are complemented
by a fire lit family room that adjoins the fabulous kitchen
and breakfast area. The master bedroom with walk-in
closet & full bath, three more bedrooms, a walk-up to the
third floor, second floor laundry, a delightful yard with
deck and a convenient location, close to town & transportation, craft a home that is easy to move in to. Presented for $835,000. Dir: Rahway to Codding

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065
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Sayreville Bombers Unload
On Raider Wrestlers, 60-15

Blue Devils

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

own in his bout with Chris Pearson.
Trailing 4-3 in the second period,
Gore pulled off a reversal and a twopoint tilt to grab a 7-4 lead then, in the
third period, he rocked Pearson offbalance with a Mallory takedown/pin
combination in 5:36.
“He went out there and took care of
things. He has been doing his job. He
likes the Mallory,” said coach Scholz.
At 140-lbs, Raider Mike Ferrara
needed a takedown to pull out a victory over John Baulton and he came
so close to getting it late in the third
period. He got under Baulton and had
him fighting from his back but Baulton
was clinging to a portion of Ferrara’s
leg as time ran out and won, 4-3.
“That’s one where we thought we
were going to have two at the end.
Nine out of 10 officials probably
would have called that two,” said
coach Scholz.
Cannon’s bout with Bomber Mike
DeLuco could have been equated as a
battle between a bull and a boa constrictor. The brutally muscular DeLuco,
who dropped only a 7-6 decision in 22
dual matches, bullied Cannon to the
mat in the first period to take a 2-0
lead. Cannon entwined DeLuco

throughout the second period then
wiggled free to pull off a smooth switch
reversal near the edge of the mat in the
third period to knot the score. DeLuco
escaped but Cannon slivered around
him with a duck-under takedown then
wrapped around him tightly to squeeze
out a 4-3 victory.
“That kid was a big, strong kid. I
told him, ‘you got to be agile and
finesse that boy.’ He wore him down
on top. That was nice that he got that
(switch). Sometimes officials miss
that,” said coach Scholz, who added
that the Bomber coaches do a great
job and that he wishes them the best.
BOUT SEQUENCE:
215: — Jacobs (SP) p Miksiewicz, 2:44
Hwt: — Santiago (S) p Blaes, 2:50
103: — Kyle Anderson (S) p Nowell
Whitehouse, 2:11
112: — Dan Bergfeldt (S) won forfeit
119: — Santiago (S) p Bundy, 5:08
125: — Pat Ronan (S) p Nick Sebolao, 1:28
130: — Nick Baulton (S) md Wes
Morrison, 11-3
135: — Gore (SP) p Pearson, 5:36
140: — Baulton (S) d Ferrara, 4-3
145: — Ramon Santiago (S) p Ridge, 4:30
152: — Cannon (SP) d DeLuca, 4-3
160: — Jared Christenson (S) p Ryan
McCarthy, 1:58
171: — Rhett Fischer (S) tf Joe Sebolao,
16-0, 4:28
189: — Mike Knight (S) p Brian Laspe, 0:34

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONSIDERING A SPLADLE…Raider Dan Gore, right, considers a spladle
maneuver in his bout with Bomber Chris Pearson at 135-lbs.

WF Youth Wrestlers Place Well in Tourney
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The New Jersey Grade School
Wrestling League (NJGSWL) is one
of the premier wrestling leagues in
the state. It is composed of 20 teams
including South Plainfield,
Phillipsburg, Kenilworth, and
Highpoint. Several of the Westfield
youth wrestlers did well at a NJGSWL
tournament held in Flemington on
February 10.
Mike Kalimtzis (80-lbs.) with an
18-1 record took second. Troy
Skibitsky (107-lbs., 15-4 record)

placed fifth, Brian Bulger (112-lbs.,
10-6 record) placed seventh and Kieran
Cline (150-lbs., 7-3 record) placed
third. Ellis Opoku (145-lbs.) placed
first in the JV division and Mike
Delouisa (145-lbs.) placed second.
Tony Pafumi (175-lbs, 17-0 record)
did not compete because of a prior
commitment to wrestle in the Wildwood Duals, where teams from the
east coast come to compete. Pafumi
wrestled 11 matches in three days
and finished 10-1.
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David B. Corbin (January 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECORD PUSH…Raider senior Mike Alleman shoved the shot put 63’8.5” to
break a Group 3 Indoor Track record.

Raider Alleman Sets Record
In Shot Put at State Meet
Stiff competition certainly brought
out the best, especially in the shot put
event at the boys NJSIAA Group 3
Indoor Track Championships at the
Bennett Complex in Toms River on
February 17. Irvington and Camden
tied for first in the team competition
with 29 points and Scotch PlainsFanwood tied for 11th with 10 points.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood senior Mike
Alleman had a burst of power on his
final throw and shoved the orb 63’8.5”
to capture first place in the shot put and
to break the old Group 3 meet record
of 61’6.5” set by Tyrone Garland of
Matawan in 1993. Alleman’s throw
became the second-longest distance
in the nation this season and the eighthbest distance on the New Jersey alltime indoor list.
Alleman’s stiffest competition, as
had been all season, came from
Morristown freshman Nick Vena, who
finished second with a throw of
62’7.5”. Vena presently holds the national freshman record with a distance
of 63’2.75” and has out thrown
Alleman once in six face-to-face meetings. The two competitors will face
each other again this Saturday, February 23, at the Meet of Champions.
Carlaya Jones placed third in the
shot put with a throw of 38’11.75” as
the Raider girls finished in a tie for
20th with a total of six points. In the
Group 4 boys competition on February 16, Westfield tied for 17th with a
total of eight points. Blue Devil Adam
Bergo took second in the high jump
with a clearance of 6’6”. Marcos
McKenzie of Paterson East Side won
the event with the same height.
In the boys Non-PublicA meet, Union
Catholic took fourth with a total of 36.
Vikings Mike Suarez and Shariff Stubbs
crossed 1-3 in the 55-meter dash with
respective times of 6.68 and 6.77.
Garrett Ellis and Suarez placed 2-4 in

the 400 meters with respective times of
50.98 and 52.26. D.J. Thornton took
fourth in the 3,200 meters with a time of
9:45.65 and Obinna Nwafor finished
fourth in the high jump with a height of
5’10” and sixth in the 55 hurdles with a
time of 8.49.
The Viking girls tied for fifth with
Notre Dame with a total of 27. Tiara
Brown took top honors in the high
jump with a height of 5’2”. Genesis
Fulmer finished second in the 55
hurdles with a time of 9.05 and Tess
Lowe crossed sixth in the 400 meters
at 1:03.98. The Vikings finished second in the 4x400 with a time of 4:11.8.

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Times
February 20, 2003: Warren Hills
edged the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling team, 32-29,
in the first round of the North Jersey,
Group 3 Section 2 Tournament in
Phillipsburg. Marc Fabiano (189-lbs)
earned a 5-0 victory. Heavyweight
Matt Loomis swiftly guided Josh
Tuxhorn to his back in 50 seconds.
Undefeated Steve Mineo stacked 119lb Joe DeFillipis and showed him the
dimmed lights in 2:02. Derek
Francavilla at 125 seized a 15-3, majority decision. Eric Connelly persevered with a 12-7 decision over 135lb Kris Thompson.
February 23, 2003: Westfield High
School senior Adam Wendel took top
honors in the high jump, clearing
6’6” at the NJSIAA boys track indoor
Meet of Champions held at Jadwin
Gym in Princeton. His 6’6” height
equaled his personal best set at Drew
University in December.
March 1, 2003: Of the 14 weight
classes, Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
Westfield claimed four champions
each in the District 11 Wrestling Tour-

nament and the Raiders captured their
second-straight team title and boasted
the tournament’s Outstanding Wrestler. The Raider individual champions
were: Steve Mineo (121, Outstanding
Wrestler), Matt Loomis (Hwt), Charlie
Bachi (162) Marc Fabiano (191); Blue
Devils, Lee Tomasso (147), Ethan
Powell (137), Jake Kramer (132), Tom
Del Duca (142).
February 27, 2003: The 11thranked Westfield High School girls
swimming team went down to the wire
to douse No. 10 West WindsorPlainsboro, 86-84, in the Public A semifinal held at The College of New Jersey
in Ewing. The 14-1 Blue Devils, who
made their 19th trip to the finals, advanced to face the No. 3 Vineland girls,
who defeated them last year.
Trailing, 82-74, entering the final
event, the 400-freestyle relay, the Blue
Devils A and B foursome placed 1-2
to pull out the dramatic victory. The A
team comprised of Neda Simaika,
Danielle Heffernan, Liz Trumble and
Suzanna Fowler touched first with a
time of 3:55.41 and the B team, anchored by Alexa Vantosky, touched in
3:58.25.

Expect More!
… FEATURED HOME
WESTFIELD $2,099,000
WSF0067
EXCEPTIONAL COLONIAL

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Elite
NJAR Circle of Excellence
Platinum Level 2002-2007

IN “THE GARDENS”
2 STORY FAMILY ROOM,
APPROXIMATE HALF ACRE

Setting a Higher Standard

HAVE
THE WALK
OF THE TOWN.

Westfield Office
209 Central Ave
908-233-5555
Direct:908-301-2015
www.hye-youngchoi.net
hye-young@att.net

AND THE TIME
OF YOUR LIFE.

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Our newly constructed 55+ community in
Garwood’s new walkable downtown offers
luxurious home designs and fabulous
on-site amenities:

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2007, Platinum: 2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: Mary.McEnerney@cbmoves.com

Model Now Open!
• Private elevators
• 3 exceptional levels of living space
• Expansive 2,343-3,024 sq. ft. ﬂoor plans
• 2 bedrooms and 2.5 baths
• Great location minutes from dining, shopping
and the train
• 1 mile from downtown Westﬁeld and Cranford

Priced from the low $500’S

Call 908.518.7870
millenniumhomes.com

209 CENTRAL AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 2/24 • 1-4 pm
1041 Tice Place, Westfield
Quick closing available,
save thousands on select units!

11 NG
T
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R
SALES CENTER OPEN DAILY 11AM – 5PM
CLOSED WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

DIRECTIONS:
N from the Garden State Parkway: Take the GSP-N
to exit 136. Make a L onto Centennial Ave. Go 1.3 mi
and turn L onto North Ave. Go 1.5 mi to 506 North
Ave. The sales center is on the L.
S from the Garden State Parkway:
Take the GSP-S to exit 137. Merge
onto NJ 28/North Ave. East toward
Cranford. Go 2.5 mi. to 506 North
Ave. The sales center is on the R.

!
Buontempo Homes and Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage present this spectacular and
impressive home with 11 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 4 Full and 1 Half Baths situated on exquisite
property. This stately residence combines formal areas with casual space to accommodate
both entertaining and comfortable everyday living. Noteworthy features include a two-story
Entry Foyer with a handsome staircase, elegant two-story Family Room and adjacent state-ofthe-art Kitchen with top-of-the-line appliances, first floor Guest Room with Full Bath, private
Library, 2 gas fireplaces and a luxurious Master Bedroom suite. This fine home awaits a most
discerning buyer. New Price - $1,595,000 WSF0155
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Blue Devil Icemen Rout
Raiders, 9-3, in Final Game

Liam’s Room, Inc. to Hold
Annual Youth Softball Event
Liam’s Room, Inc. will hold its
first annual softball event on Saturday, April 5, at Tamaques Park in
Westfield. The event is open to boys
and girls in grades 3 through 5.
Pre-registration is required with
payment of $25 per player. Players
will receive a team shirt and hat. A
“Home Run Derby” will be held.
Participants will compete for prizes.
Pre-registration and a $20 fee for
each at bat are also required. Preregistration can be done online by
visiting www.liamsroom.org.
Check in begins at noon. Games
will begin at 1 p.m. In the event of
rain, the games will be held on the
following day. Families of all ages
are welcome. In addition, food,
games and entertainment will be

available.
The event, sponsored by the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, the Westfield Recreation Department, the Westfield Area Y,
Zamba Chicken and Shop Rite of
Garwood, is being held to raise funds
for Liam’s Room, a non-profit organization founded by Peter and Lisa
McNamara, of Westfield, in memory
of their son, Liam.
The purpose of Liam’s Room is to
provide pediatric palliative care in
area hospitals. The goals of Liam’s
Room include the creation of an inpatient room for families whose children are diagnosed with a chronic,
potentially life-limiting illness. For
more information, please contact
lisa@liamsroom.org.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

DANCING GRANDMAS…Joan Wright, left, and Jeannie Barden, right, are
part of the NETSational Senior Dance Team.

WF Grandmothers Dance for NJ Nets
WESTFIELD – Although they are
4’ 11” and 5’ 4”, respectively, Joan

Mary Ellen O’Boyle
BROKER ASSOCIATE
908-233-5347, Direct Dial
GUCAR President 2003—2004

Wright and Jeannie Barden are part
of the Nets Basketball organization.
They perform hip-hop and other dance
styles at select Nets home games at
the Izod Center in East Rutherford as
part of the NETSational Senior Dance
Team.
Auditions for the senior dance team
were held in the fall, and these two
women made the 13-member squad.
The NETSational Seniors are comprised of 11 women and two men, all
age 60 and up.
Two members of the Nets dancers
choreograph routines. All of the dance
teams entertain to crowds of Nets
fans.
The 60-year-old Ms. Barden, a
Westfield resident for 48 years and
Westfield High School graduate, is a
long-time basketball fan and loves to
dance. For 29 years she worked as a
senior personnel technician for Union
County and retired in July 2002.
Ms. Wright, 67, a Westfield resident for 29 years, is presently a fitness and line-dance instructor and
also competes in pro-am ballroom
dancing.
Both of these Westfield grandmothers are enjoying their additional roles
as NETSational Senior Dance Team
members.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Beautifully situated at the end of a stately cul-de-sac, this exceptional Center Hall Scotch
Plains Colonial sparkles with classic essentials and abundant space. The sun lit interior
features traditional details and modern amenities such as, hardwood floor, framed windows & entryways, crown moldings throughout, recessed lighting, a first floor laundry
area and custom built-ins. The updated eat-in kitchen opens to a fire lit family room and
sun room. Entertaining is effortless in the formal dining room and spacious living room.
The lovely master suite with updated bath, nice sized bedrooms and a wonderful rec room
welcome all. A sprawling semi-wooded yard with patio, old-growth trees and a deck enhance this fabulous setting. Presented for $839,900

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on
MARCH 6, 2008, at 7:30 pm. in the Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch Plains
Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
public hearing to consider the following
appeal:
Marc N. Essenfeld, for variances to
permit the construction of an addition at
the property located at 4 Balfour Lane,
Block 14901, Lot 9, R-1 Zone from the
following sections of the Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-3.4A, Para A, Col. 8-Side
Yard, Minimum Required: 30 feet; Proposed: 29.7 feet.
Section 23-3.4A, Para A, Col. 9-Total
Side Yards, Minimum Required: 65 feet;
Proposed: 49.7 feet.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard.
The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment
1 T - 2/21/08, The Times
Fee: $27.03

In the final regular-season game
for both squads, the 12-9-2 Westfield
High School ice hockey team, the
Blue Devils, routed the undermanned
7-13-3, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
squad, the Raiders, 9-3, at
Woodbridge Community Center on
February 14. Senior co-captains Craig
Esposito and Jimmy Bender led the
attack with three goals and three assists apiece.
Goals were scored in the first
minute of each period and several
goals were scored in bunches.
Esposito scored just 23 seconds into
the game, off a feed from Bender,
assisted as well by defender Michael
Foley. Bender added a power-play
goal, from freshman CJ Meyer at
6:09.
Late in the first period, Westfield
stretched its lead, with two goals 15
seconds apart, by juniors Foley and
Phil Cohn. Foley accepted the puck
from Bender and scored from the
high left slot with 1:24 remaining.
Off the ensuing face-off, third-line
center Cohn was sent down the slot,
on passes from his linemates, senior
AJ ‘Richie’ Cunningham and freshman Henry O’Brien. His rising wrist
shot caromed off the post and past
Raider goalie Brian Jascur.
Just 39 seconds into the second
period, the Raiders pulled within 4-1,
on Mitch Facer’s unassisted powerplay goal. But 69 seconds later,
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 2/14/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-174
amending (Resolution No. 2008-120)
AWARDED TO: Palumbo & Renaud,
Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special counsel in the
matter entitled Anthony Nwaka v. UC, et
als.
COSTS: for an additional sum of $10,000
for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $20,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 2/21/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 2/14/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-177
AWARD TO: Union County Alliance,
Rahway, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide comprehensive
research and communications services
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in the amount of $ 332,125.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 2/21/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

In Westfield…

Esposito set-up a Bender goal, restoring the four-goal bulge. The scoring
in bunches continued in the ninth
minute of the period, when the teams
combined for three goals in 33 seconds. Raider forward Danny Jones,
effective at both ends throughout the
match, scored his first of two goals at
6:16, from forward Tyler Mattern and
defenseman Todd Wiener. Esposito
responded immediately, with an unassisted tally 22 seconds later. Just 11
seconds later, a Raiders’ power play
cut Westfield’s lead to 6-3 on Jones’
unassisted goal.
The Raiders’ comeback ended
there. Westfield starting goalie, senior Matt Fritz, was relieved in the
third period by junior Scott Howard,
and then freshman Morgan Bungerz.
Late in the second, Bender earned his
“hat trick,” scoring from Esposito. Thirtynine seconds into the third-period, Bender
returned the favor, setting up Esposito’s
third goal, also assisted by senior D-man
Alex Falk. Freshman forward Nick
Attanasio finished the scoring, off a dish
from senior Evan Einstein, with just over
12 minutes remaining.
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 2/14/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-167
AWARDED TO: Kanen Psychological
Services, PA, Ridgewood, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide psychological services for the County of Union
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$5,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 2/21/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 2/14/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008- 175
amending Resolution No. 2007-754)
AWARDED TO: Trenk, DiPasquale,
Webster, Della Fera and Sodono, West
Orange, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: special counsel in the
matter entitled Eduardo C. Tapari v. UC,
et als.
COSTS: for an additional sum of $5,000
for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $25,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 2/21/08, The Leader
Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:
BID FOR:
B 09-05 COMPUTER SUPPLIES FOR
THE 2008-2009 SCHOOL YEAR
BIDS DUE:
APRIL 9, 2008 AT 1:00 PM

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.
Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

WESTFIELD

$499,900

Westfield Cape Cod offers 7 rooms and features 3
Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, has custom features with a 22 x
15 Family Room addition, Kitchen with oak cabinets,
an eating area that opens to Family Room and a Living Room with fireplace.

CRANFORD

$499,000

Exceptional Colonial in pristine condition. Offers 8
rooms and features 4 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths and updates
including Brazilian mahogany wood floor in Living
Room and Dining Room, Travertine floor, carpet, exterior paint, Anderson Living Room window, hot tub
with gazebo, deep yard and French doors to deck.

WESTFIELD

$3,295,000

Stunning new home. This property is over 8400 square
feet and has exciting architectural elements and is reminiscent of a European country manor. Noteworthy
features include 14 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 6.5 baths,
Master Suite, gourmet Kitchen, large Family Room,
fabulous Library, 6 fireplaces, soaring ceilings, custom
woodwork and solid oak plank flooring.

WESTFIELD

$1,975,000

House Beautiful! Better than new 2001 Colonial.
Simply stunning with recent improvements including
a home theater on 3rd floor and wine cellar in beautifully finished basement. Light and bright with great
floor plan and quiet cul-de-sac location so close to the
center of town.

WESTFIELD

$649,000

SCOTCH PLAINS

$1,245,000

Cozy 8 room Colonial has a wood-burning fireplace
in the Living Room, 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, leaded
and stained glass windows, Eat-In Kitchen with bay
window overlooking private patio. Also offered is a
1988 addition featuring a Master Bedroom extension
with sitting room and additional closets.

Dazzling new construction. Lovely Colonial offering
10 rooms includes 5 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, beautiful
hardwood floors, moldings, wainscoting, dramatic twostory ceiling in foyer, fabulous Eat-In Kitchen, Formal
Dining Room with wet bar, Library, 1st floor guest room
with full bath and designer touches throughout.

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

$649,900

Front porch Colonial. Loaded with vintage charm
and architectural detail. Large addition includes a
Master Bedroom (or Family Room) with fireplace and
French doors to deck and huge grade level Family
Room/Studio with French doors to pergola and patio
overlooking deep lot backing to “Green Acres” woods.
Close to town and train.

$634,900

This listing sold for 97% of its list price in only
17 days. Let us design a personalized marketing plan for your home. Contact any of our
extraordinary agents.

The bids will be received at the Administration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.
Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be secured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the outside of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and the
name of the supplies, equipment, or services for which the bid is submitted. It is
understood and agreed that proposals may
be delivered before the time or at the place
specified for opening. The Board of Education assumes no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery. No bids
shall be received after the time designated.
Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable
requirements
of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.
The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to reject any or all bids
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2(s), (t), (x),
(y), 18A:18A-4(a), 18A:18A-22, and to
waive any informalities. The Board further
reserves the right to take such alternates
as they deem appropriate, and in any
order that the Board feels may be in the
best interest of theWestfield Public School
District.
All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et.
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimination and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et. seq.
Corporate bidders are required by law
(Chapter 33, Laws of 1977) to submit a list
of names and addresses of all stockholders owning 10% or more of their stock.
A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Contractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be filed with the bid. The bid package
will also include other documents that must
be completed and returned with the bid.
Failure to comply with Instructions to Bidders and to complete and submit all required forms, may be cause for disqualification and rejection of the bid.
All bidders shall submit with their bid
package a copy of the New Jersey Business Registration Certificate as issued by
the Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey. (N.J.S.A. 52:32-44)
BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education, for ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.
By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.
Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary
1 T - 2/21/08, The Leader
Fee: $71.40

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES
WESTFIELD FOR RENT 1-6 MO

Recent Home Sales
Westfield:

Fanwood:
David and Susan Hackett to Juan
Gallegos, 295 Terrill Road, $265,000.
Jose and Maria Flores to Roberto
F. and Christie C. Guillermo, 172
Watson Road, $360,000.
Estate of Josephine Iorio to Brian
T. Flynn, 447 La Grande Avenue,
$390,000.
Richard A. and Lisa P. Rouder to
Jack E. Sargent and Jonathan W.
Jones, 66 Beech Avenue, $489,900.
James L. and Florence B. Davis to
Jamienne D. Cahalana and Stephen
J. Clemo, 119 Willoughby Road,
$415,000.

Ross and Sharareh Amarante to
Peggy Ann Garjian, 810 Mountain
Avenue, $755,000.
R&R Realty Company to Westfield
Gastro Realty, LLC, 512 East Broad
Street, $1,275,000.
Dana and Thomas Hedden to Madden Properties, LLC, 306 Scotch
Plains Avenue and 308 Scotch Plains
Avenue, $500,000.
Barry and Katie Motz to John and
Lisa Cerra,1468 East Broad Street,
$975,000.
29 Faulkner Drive, LLC, to Tyronne
J. Chitra K. Singh, 29 Faulkner Drive,
$1,100,000.

United Way UC Mobilizes
Scotch Plains and Fanwood
SCOTCH PLAINS – The United
Way of Greater Union County’s
(UWGUC) Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Community Council (SPFCC) held
its kickoff event on Sunday, January 27. Over 50 Scotch Plains
andFanwood residents attended.
“I am taken aback and overwhelmed by the number of people
who are here today,” stated James
Meyer, board member, UWGUC,
SPFCC member and Scotch Plains
resident. “It speaks volumes about
how passionate Scotch Plains and
Fanwood residents are and how
much they care about their community.”
The friendraiser was to gather
community-minded individuals and
inspire them to join the effort towards addressing community needs
by becoming members of SPFCC.
Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada talked about his
experience in working with United
Way and stated, “United Way has
always stepped up to the plate and
made a difference in people’s lives.
Neighbors helping neighbors, that’s
how I’ve always viewed the work
United Way does in Union County.”
Kevin Glover, Scotch Plains township councilman, welcomed the efforts in reaching out to the community. “You’ve got us all,” Mr. Glover
stated. “You’ve got all of our attention, welcome home.”
Other elected officials attending
included Scotch Plains Councilwoman Nancy Malool and Fanwood
Councilwoman Donna Dolce.
There are five United Way Community Councils, serving six communities in Union County —
Cranford, Mountainside, Plainfield,

Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Union.
“Community Councils are vital to
us because it gives us a direct link to
Union County’s diverse communities.
Through the council and their members, we will be able to hear directly
from residents about the issues facing
their particular communities,” Mr.
Horne said. “It will enable us to become a United Way that truly belongs
to the community.”
Comprised of business leaders,
residents, educators and other community leaders, community councils assist the United Way in
fundraising, organizing and representing UWGUC at events, as well
as helping identify and address human service needs gaps in communities.

Education News
SPFHS to Host
Senior Citizens’ Day
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s
(SPFHS) Student Government
Association is hosting Senior Citizens’ Day on Thursday, March 20,
at SPFHS, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Those in attendance can participate in games, win prizes, watch
student performances and socialize with the youth of SPFHS. Complimentary breakfast and lunch is
included.
Senior residents of Scotch Plains
or Fanwood interested in attending should respond to the high
school at (908) 889-8600 or email akoscielecki@spfk12.org.

Cursi

BRICK – BL
OCK – CONCRETE – ST
ONE
BLOCK
STONE

Cheery, spacious, refreshed
Colonial Home. 3Bed, 1.5 bath.
Walk to Washington School, train,
town. Nicely furnished/equipped
or empty. $3475/mo. $150/day.
(908) 698-2630 Owner is lic. agt.
EXPERIENCED CHILDCARE

Experienced, 5yrs+ in Westfield
area, 35 yr. old female, seeking
part-time work. Responsible,
Reliable, Fun, Nurturing.
Need to get out on weekends?
DON’T HESITATE, call today!
(908) 499-1814
HOUSEKEEPING

Residential house cleaning,
exellent refs, 13 yrs. exp, reliable,
own transportation, move-in move-out service, laundry, etc.
Call Kathy (908) 868-0371
INTERIOR HOUSE PAINTER

Fully Insured
10 years Experience
Serving Westfield
for the Past Five Years.
Free Estimates!
Call: (908) 358-5197

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Golden Agers Club has announced a trip on Thursday, March
27, to Doolan’s in Spring Lake for a
celebration of spring.
Tickets for the excursion, which
cost $59.50, will include “Doolan’s
Raging Double Piano Fest,” lunch
and bus transportation from the
Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch
Plains. The bus will depart for
Doolan’s at 10 a.m. that day.

WF’s Hewit Makes
Clemson Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – The interim associate dean of academic programs at
Clemson University, John Sweeney,
congratulated Westfield resident
Leanne Hewit on making the dean’s
list for the fall 2007 semester.
Students achieving a GPA of 3.5 to
3.99 for the semester are given recognition on the Dean’s List.
Leanne is the daughter of Carol
and Dave Hewit of Westfield. She
graduated Westfield High School in
2007 and is a freshman at Clemson.
She is one of only 19 students from
the four-year program in Environmental Sciences to make the Dean’s List.

Murph

Co., Inc.

Fine Quality Homes
CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

Leo C. White Jr.
Office: 908.654.9098
Cell: 908.233.9588
www.murphconstruction.com

Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089 / Cell: 908-705-0653

PHOTOGRAPHY

SITTER - PART TIME

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

2 School age girls in Westfield.
M-F, 25 hrs per week.
Must drive - use own car.
References required, nonsmoker
(908) 410-2909

FT EXP NANNY WANTED

FABULOUS

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE

Window Treatments
Interior Designing
by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

Mature college student available
to help with babysitting, driving,
errands, etc. Reliable, references,
non-smoker, have own vehicle.
(908) 723-0040

The menu will feature a five-course
meal of salad, pasta, soup or fruit
cup, choice of beef sirloin, seafood
crepe and chicken a la peach, plus a
vegetable medley and other accompaniments. An Italian dessert table
will follow. The luncheon will be
preceded by an hour-long wine and
beer open bar. All are welcome.
The Golden Agers Club offers senior citizens the opportunity to meet
with their peers, share ideas, interact
and gather information for daily living. The club meets weekly on Thursdays at 10 a.m. at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, located at Plainfield
Avenue and Jerusalem Road.
Birthday celebrations, bingo and
socializing are a regular part of
weekly meetings. Members are invited to provide suggestions for activities, and free luncheons are provided at least one week during each
month. Guest speakers discuss health
care and other topics.
Membership, theater, musical revues and other activity trips are available to everyone. For trip details,
please call Jean DeTorre at (908)
889-4121 or Mary De Jesso at (908)
654-4512. Further details about the
club are available by calling Marge
Van Duyne at (908) 889-4631.

Serving Westfield for over 30 years

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork

FT Exp Nanny needed 7am5:30pm, 4 days/wk for Westfield
family, starting March. Must have
exp, ref, and valid drivers license.
(908) 654-4286 if interested

Building & Remodeling
Property Management
Roofing & Siding
New Construction
Historical Restorations

908-232-2268

Architectural Woodwork

Seeking Managers &
Representatives
Earn PT/FT, $2800/$6000
Car, Profit sharing, Insurance
1-888-267-9463

1-800-351-1964

DECKS
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
BASEMENTS and
of course ADDITIONS
John Killoran

The Woodworks

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPANY

WESTFIELD, 1-4PM
3 HIAWATHA DRIVE
off Lawrence Avenue
Builders Home
4100 sqft. of Living Area!!
5Brs, 5.5 Baths, 3 Fireplaces,
3-Car Garage, In-Ground Pool,
Offered at $1,595,000.
Contact Tony D’Agostino at
(848) 219-8489
ERA Village Green Realtors
(732) 381-7477

NSTRUCTION
BOUSQUET CO
Co.

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Construction

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 2/24

Golden Agers Club Reveals
March Visit to Doolan’s

For ALL Your Masonry and Building Needs
Free Estimates – Fully Insured (#13vh03917500)

CLASSIFIEDS

PART TIME KENNEL HELP

MASON CONTRACTOR
732-388-3151

Thursday, February 21, 2008

RO M A N
Home Improvements

All Types of Carpentry
Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms
Basements • Decks • Stairs

(732) 680-9626

Free Estimates

Fully Insured

Kennel Assistant to assist doctors,
custodial duties, clean cages,
laundry. Eves and Saturdays Will
Train. Fanwood Animal Hospital
(908) 322-7500
NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.
Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.
5 years exp.
For each client you give me,
1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 2/14/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-166
AWARDED TO: Comprehensive Psychological Services, PA, Clark, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide psychological services for the County of Union
PERIOD: January 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$5,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 2/21/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.93
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FANWOOD VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED AT TV 35

Fanwood’s Municipal Access
Cable TV Station is currently
seeking several PT volunteers to
work on the on-air Bulletin Board.
Basic computer knowledge is
necessary. Specialized bulletin
board software will be taught.
Fanwood residents who are able
to volunteer 2-6hrs (daytime) each
week are asked to call George
Weiss at (908) 322-2373.
TV35 is located in the
Fanwood Community House.
CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com
SEEKING BABYSITTER

Westfield family w/ 1-yr-old and
spec. needs 3-yr-old seeking
sitter for flexible few hours during
the week and some weekend
nights. Pref. college or grad
student in OT, PT, speech or spec.
ed. Must have own trans.
Call Allison at (908) 232-5047.
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 2/14/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board
RESOLUTION NO: 2008-140
AWARDED TO: Pino Consulting
Group, Inc., West Windsor, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide assistance in
the preparation of 2007 Medicare and
Medical Cost Reports for Runnells Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: February 1, 2008-December
31, 2008
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$20,500
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 2/21/08, The Leader
Fee: $23.46

John DeNicola Jr.

Ceramic Tile & Marble
Contractor, L.L.C.
Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
Unique Tile Patios and more ...

Owner Operated for 25 Years
Fully Insured - Free Estimates

WESTFIELD

908 - 232 - 7383

Commercial - Residential - References

Page 18

Thursday, February 21, 2008
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DRIVING LESSON…Bianca Sanon,
a student at the Union County Technical-Vocational (UCTV) High School
in Scotch Plains, learns how to operate a power wheelchair during a
therapy-rotation program at the
Matheny Medical and Educational
Center in Peapack. Providing guidance and instruction, at left, is Linda
Frankshun, Matheny’s director of
therapeutic services. During the rotation, UCTV students observed occupational, physical, speech, music and
recreation-therapy sessions, in addition to learning how to use a variety of
equipment, such as wheelchairs and
augmentative communication systems. Matheny is a special hospital
and special education school for children and adults with medically-complex developmental disabilities.

Newark Academy Offers
Annual Summer Session
AREA – Each year, the 68-acre
campus of Newark Academy in
Livingston is the summer destination
for hundreds of area students as they
seek to earn advance credit, preview
courses or develop their academic
skills.
The summer session is open to all
students, from public or independent schools, in grades 3 through
12.
The session runs from June 23 to
August 1, at the academy, located at
91 South Orange Avenue.
Summer students can explore writing styles, mathematical functions,
scientific concepts, foreign languages and computer applications in
courses ranging from PSAT/SAT
preparation to literature workshops
to physics.
The advance-credit courses are
designed for motivated students who
seek to further their academic studies
and are equivalent in rigor and content to full-year courses at Newark
Academy.

FW Student Makes
Grove City Dean’s List
FANWOOD – Sophomore Katie
Schreiber of Fanwood made the Grove
City College Dean’s List for outstanding academic performance during the
fall 2007 semester.
Katie earned Dean’s List with distinction honors; those who earn this
rank must obtain a GPA between 3.6
and 3.84.
Majoring in entrepreneurship at
college, Katie graduated from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School in 2006.
She is the daughter of Andrew and
Jennifer Schreiber of Fanwood.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNERS

Esmeralda Sinanovic
Earns Nursing Honors
SCOTCH PLAINS – Esmeralda
Sinanovic of Scotch Plains earned
nursing honors in the January graduating class of the Trinitas School of
Nursing.
Ms. Sinanovic was one of the 41
new graduates who joined the ranks
of the nursing profession following
their completion of studies at the
Trinitas School of Nursing.
Convocation exercises, where
graduates received school pins, diplomas and degrees, were held at the
Union County College campus in
Cranford.

James Madison Student
Makes President’s List
FANWOOD – Scott Joseph Pober,
son of Celeste and Alan Pober of
Fanwood, achieved the President’s
List at James Madison University for
the fall semester of 2007.
A student must have a GPA of 3.9
or higher, with at least 12 credit hours
to be on the President’s List.
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Ann
Marie Switzer, Assessor of the Town of
Westfield in the County of Union, has filed
her reports and assessments for special
benefits done under ordinances therein
named. She has ascertained the whole
cost of materials, incidental grading and
expenses incurred in the construction of
the improvements therein named and has
assessed the lands and premises fronting
on the improvements to the amount that
they have been specifically benefited.
The ordinances and improvements are
as follows:
SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2025
(2001 Curbing Program)
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
CURBING AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW CURBING AT
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its February 11, 2008 meeting for the
following applications heard at its January
14, 2008 meeting.
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Salemy, 161 Lincoln Road, Applicant seeks an extension of variance relief granted January
8, 2007. Resolution adopted February
8, 2007. Applicant was granted permission to construct a pergola, add a dormer
to the master bedroom, two dormers to the
attic, and convert the unfinished attic into
a bedroom and bathroom contrary to sections 12.04E and 12.04F of the Land Use
Ordinance. Extension granted.
Richard and Laura Brockway, 127
North Euclid Avenue, Applicant seeks
an extension of variance relief granted by
extension January 8, 2007, Resolution
adopted February 8, 2007. Applicant was
granted permission to erect a front porch
contrary to the requirements of Sections
12.03D, 11.08E6, 12.04F3 and 12.04F3
of the Land Use Ordinance. Extension
granted.

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2058
(2002 Curbing Program)
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
CURBING AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW CURBING AT
VARIOUS LOCATIONS
SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2084
(2003 Curbing Program)
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
CURBING AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW CURBING AT
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

Starbucks Corporation, 117 Central
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
retain two illuminated signs on the inside
of the existing building contrary to Sections 16.04E1 and 16.04E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application approved as
amended.

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2090
(2004 Curbing Program)
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
CURBING AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW CURBING AT
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

Steven & Lisa Simcox, 12 Breeze Knoll
Drive, Applicant seeks permission to construct a one story addition and a patio
contrary to Section 12.04G of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application approved.
Mr. & Mrs. William McRoberts, 808
Franklin Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to construct a one story addition
contrary to Sections 11.07E5 and 12.03D
of the Land Use Ordinance. Application
approved.

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2106
(2005 Curbing Program)
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
CURBING AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW CURBING AT
VARIOUS LOCATIONS
The reports referred to are now on file in
the office of the Town Clerk and open for
examination by all persons interested
therein.
NOTICE is given that the Council will
meet in the Council Chambers Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey on Tuesday, February 26,
2008 at 8:00 p.m. to hear and consider
objections to said reports and assessments, which objections must be in writing
and must be filed with the Town Clerk at or
before the time of said meeting.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
2 T - 2/14/08 &
2/21/08, The Leader
Fee: $117.30

PUBLIC NOTICE

Students can take advance-credit
courses for enrichment or, with their
school’s approval, transfer the course
for credit at their schools.
Preview courses in math, science
and language are two-hour courses
designed for students who want substantial exposure to courses they will
take in the fall. Enrichment courses
for younger students focus on developmental work in reading, English,
mathematics, science and study skills.
To obtain a summer-session brochure, call Newark Academy at (973)
992-7000, extension 217, or visit
newarka.edu.

Shawn & Karla Flaherty, 220 South
Euclid Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to construct a one-story addition contrary to Section 11.06E6 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application approved.
Augusto Russo, 500-502 Summit
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
expand two rear decks contrary to Section
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Application denied.
Joseph & Lois E. Berger, 473 Otisco
Drive, Applicant seeks permission to construct a deck contrary Section 13.02C2 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Application denied.
Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 2/21/08, The Leader
Fee: $56.10

PUBLIC NOTICE

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Under the terms of the “Open Public Meetings Act” P.L. 1975, C. 231, following please
find the meeting schedule for the Union County Workforce Investment Board for the Year
2008.
UNION COUNTY WORKFORCE INVESTMENT BOARD
2008 MEETINGS SCHEDULE
Persons requiring a sign language interpreter should contact the Board at 908-5582567.
DATE/TIME
Wednesday, March 26, 2008- 9:00AM

LOCATION
Union County College, Cranford Campus
Executive Education Center
1033 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey

Wednesday, May 28, 2008- 9:00AM

Union County College, Cranford Campus
Executive Education Center
1033 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey

Wednesday, June 25, 2008- 9:00AM

Union County College, Cranford Campus
Executive Education Center
1033 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey

Wednesday, September 24, 2008- 9:00AM

Union County College, Cranford Campus
Executive Education Center
1033 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
Fee: $21.42

1 T - 2/21/08, The Leader

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

WF Model UN Students
Win Top Distinction
WESTFIELD – The student delegation from Westfield High School
received the Premier Delegation
Award at this year’s annual Model
United Nations conference held in
Hershey, Pa., in January.
The Premier Delegation Award is
presented to the one school that performs the best in all aspects of the
conference. More than 2,000 students
participated, playing the roles of ambassadors, called student delegates,
including 119 representing Westfield
High School.
To prepare for the conference, the
students met weekly from September
to January with Westfield High School
teachers and co-advisors Daniel
Farabaugh and David Della Fella.
The teachers and co-advisors assisted
them with writing projects and practicing their debate ability and decorum, as well as, organizing paperwork and meeting deadlines.
At the program, co-sponsored by
the Westfield YMCA, students debated world issues on their assigned
countries in a simulation of the real
United Nations.
“We performed exceedingly well
this year, winning a record amount of
awards and officer positions, as well
as, the overall delegation award,” Mr.
Farabaugh said.
“Most importantly, all of our delegates comported themselves with
dignity and class throughout. I heard
nothing but positive comments about
their ability and character,” he added.
Westfield High School Junior
Daniel Morse was elected Secretary
General for 2009, when he will take
the position of student leader of the
entire conference, overseeing all aspects of the event.
In addition to the Premier Delegation Award, the following distinctions were awarded to Westfield High
School students:

Salisbury Makes Fall
2007 Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS – Allyson
Salisbury of Scotch Plains was
named to the Susquehanna University Dean’s List for the fall 2007
semester.
The dean’s list recognizes students
who achieve a grade point average
of 3.4 or higher out of a possible 4.0
for the semester. To qualify, students
must complete a minimum of 12
semester hours.
Allyson, a senior majoring in environmental science, is a 2004 graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and the daughter of Brian
and Connie Salisbury.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted a Resolution at its February 11, 2008 meeting for
the following application heard at a special
meeting December 11, 2007 meeting.
F& J FOOT CO., LLC, 112, 112-1/2,
114 and 116 Cacciola Place, Applicant
seeks a use variance and preliminary and
final site plan approval and associated
variances and waivers to replace old structures containing a total of seven (7) residential units with two (2) new structures
containing six (6) attached single-family
residential dwelling units (three (3) in each
structure).
Applicant seeks variances from the following:
List of New C40:55D-70c and d Variances Requested:
§19.01A of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance restricts use of property to that
having the least restrictive lot requirements.
Proposed use is not permitted.
§11.16.E.1 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires minimum lot area of
15,000 square feet. Proposed is 10,580
square feet.
§11.16.E.2 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires minimum lot width of
100 feet. Proposed is a 75 feet.
§11.16.E.3 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires minimum front yard of
40 feet. Proposed is 1 foot.
§11.16.E.4 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires minimum side yard of
30 feet. Proposed is a 5 feet.
§11.16.E.4 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires minimum rear yard of
30 feet. Proposed is 5.74 feet at middle
rear and 6.38 in the corner rear.
§11.16.E.5 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires maximum density of
25 units per acre, requiring 6.07 here.
Proposed is 6 units.
§11.16.E.6 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires maximum rooms per
acre of 50, requiring 12.1 here. Proposed
is 12 rooms.
§11.16.E.7 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires maximum building
height of 2 floors per 38 feet. Proposed is
3 floors.
§11.16.E.8 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires minimum distance
between buildings of 30 feet. Proposed is
60 feet between buildings.
§11.16.E.9 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires maximum coverage
by buildings of 25%. Proposed is 34.5%/
3,650 square feet.
§11.16.E.10 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires maximum coverage
of improvements of 50%. Proposed is
74.9%/ 7,929 square feet.
§11.16.E.11 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires maximum dwelling
units per building of 16 units. Proposed is
3 units.
§11.16.E.13 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires minimum number of
bedrooms per dwelling of 1 each. Proposed is 2 each.
§11.16.E.13 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires 14 parking spaces per
unit. Proposed is 12 parking spaces per
unit.
§11.16.E.14 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires maximum continuous
wall length of less than or equal to 50 feet.
Proposed is 54 feet.
§10.11.E of the Land Use Ordinance.
Requesting design waiver pertinent to light
intensity at property lines.
§17.05 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires driveways to be at least
20 feet in width for two-way traffic. Proposed is 18 feet.
Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 2/21/08, The Leader
Fee: $75.99

Outstanding
First-Year Delegates:
Ross Kettleson
Daniel Krack
Charles Cary
Meghan Sullivan

Outstanding
Position Papers:
Amanda Garfinkel
Lauren Brachman
Julie Burns
Danielle Fields

Premier Delegates:
Sara Birkenthal
Pratik Mehta
Ravi Tamboli
Ross Tucker
Cory Wisler

Conference on
National Affairs:
These students were chosen to represent the
Model United Nations at a weeklong, national
conference in North Carolina
Max Sugerman
Daniel Dickstein
Daniel Morse
Julia Burns
Britta Greene

Superior Country:
Out of 190 countries represented by all the
schools, one is chosen whose delegates do the
best job in debating and representing their
country. Westfield’s “China” won the award,
whose delegates included:
Max Sugerman
Charlie Tripp
Melinda Jimenez
Joshua Schwartz
Lauren Brachman
Amanda Garfinkel
Julian Seltzer
Mark Remlinger
Sara Birkenthal
Mike Keane
Pratik Mehta
Ravi Tamboli
Cory Wisler

Officers for the Model UN
Conference 2008-2009:
These students will train throughout the year
and lead committees at next year’s conference.
There are a total of about 45 of these positions
and 17 are held by Westfield.
Jason Lipschultz
Max Sugerman
Melinda Jimenez
Amy Roggenburg
Sara Birkenthal
Michael Oster
Annie Re
Emily Harris
Amanda Garfinkel
Daniel Dickstein
Ravi Tamboli
Shannon Murray
Ross Tucker
Colleen Cleary
Mark Cafiero
Nicole Rosenburg

Queller Earns Merit
List Distinction
WESTFIELD – Sarah Queller,
daughter of Howard and Laura
Queller of Westfield, was named to
the Merit List at Kenyon College for
the first semester of the 2007-2008
academic year.
For eligibility, a student must earn
a grade point average of at least 3.45
on the college’s four-point grading
scale.
A graduate of Westfield High
School, Sarah is a first-year student at
Kenyon.
PUBLIC NOTICE
HISTORIC RESTORATION PROJECT
INVITATION TO BID
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee
House Inc. is seeking bids from qualified
individuals or firms for “Frazee House Phase I Kitchen Ell Roof Repairs” for the
Frazee House at 1451 Raritan Rd., Scotch
Plains, New Jersey. All bids are subject to
all state, federal and local laws. The project
includes site preparation, framing, rough
and finish restoration carpentry, wood
shingle roofing, gutters and trim with other
work as described in the drawings and
specifications.
“PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT
FEDERAL FUNDS THROUGH
TITLE 1 OF THE HOUSING
AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1974 ARE BEING UTILIZED IN THIS
PROJECT”
All work must be performed in accordance with documents prepared by New
England Landmarks, Georgetown, MA and
meet the United States Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment
of Historic Properties.
Copies of the prepared bid documents,
including scope of work, specifications
and drawings, and forms for the project
may be obtained at the offices of Denise
Hughes, Valley National Bank, 1922
Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076, 9AM to 3PM beginning on
February 19, 2008. A fee of $25.00 will be
charged for each set of specifications
picked up, plus postage if request for specifications is mailed.
A pre-bid meeting and walk-through of
the property is scheduled for February 29,
2008 at noon.
Bids must be submitted in a sealed
envelope clearly marked “Frazee House
Bid” and bearing the name and address of
the bidder on the outside; addressed to
Denise C. Hughes, Valley National Bank,
1922 Westfield Avenue, Scotch Plains New
Jersey 07076 no later than 2PM on March
14, 2008, and bids must be accompanied
by a BID BOND or CERTIFIED CHECK
and CONSENT OF SURETY made payable to the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee House Inc., in the amount of
ten percent (10%) of the total bid to secure
performance.
All Bidders shall conform to the intention
and provisions of Affirmative Action in
Public Contracts Laws of the State of New
Jersey.
All Bidders are required to comply with
Davis-Bacon and related Acts using
Wage Determination Number “
NJ20070003” , and must have a Public
Works Contractor Registration Number available through the New Jersey
State web site http://www.state.nj.us/
labor/lsse/lspubcon.html
Work must begin within two weeks of the
Notice to Proceed and must be substantially complete four weeks after the notice
to proceed. Remaining punch list items
must be completed within eight weeks of
the notice to proceed.
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee
House Inc. reserves the right to reject any
and all bids should it be in the interest of
the Organization to do so.
1 T - 2/21/08, The Times
Fee: $64.77

DRIVEN…The Drive for Autism Foundation awarded a $12,000 technology
grant to Crossroads School of Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: Anthony
Trezza, founder of the Drive for Autism Foundation; his wife, Carol Trezza;
William Presutti, superintendent of Union County Educational Services Commission; and Michael Kowalski, principal of Crossroads School.

Drive for Autism Awards
Grant to Crossroads School
WESTFIELD – The Drive for Autism Foundation held its fifth annual
golf outing at the Royce Brook Golf
Club in Hillsborough on September
24. The event attracted nearly 300
participants and raised more than
$50,000.
The grandparents and parents of a
former student of Crossroads School,
a public elementary school in
Westfield, established this charitable
organization. Its mission is to raise
and distribute funds to programs committed to serving children and adults
diagnosed with autism-spectrum disorders.
The contributions of the individuals
and businesses that participated in the
event allowed the Drive for Autism

Foundation to recently present Crossroads School with a grant check for
$12,000.
The grant will help underwrite the
purchase of computers and adapted
technology needed to implement a
new language-arts literacy program.
This marks the fifth consecutive year
that the Drive for Autism Foundation
has provided support to Crossroads
School. Previous grants were used to
purchase a school bus, install a stateof-the-art videoconference system,
implement a math curriculum and build
a library media center for students.
For more information about Crossroads School, contact Principal
Michael Kowalski at (908) 232-6655
or on the web at ucesc.k12.nj.us.

Course Teaches Effective
Business Communication
CRANFORD – “Effective Communications in Business,” a professional-development course offered
during March and April at Union
County College, teaches people to
maximize their effectiveness with the
spoken and written word and potentially open some doors to increased
career enhancement.
This eight-week course will address such areas as managing conflict
in the workplace, active listening,
choosing the right words to convey a
message, interpreting body language
and other non-verbal communication,
group problem solving, as well as,
writing effective letters, memos, emails, and short reports. Grammatical questions are also addressed.
Students will walk away from the
course with a more insightful understanding of the inner workings of the
communication process and how each
aspect plays an integral role in the
total communication effort. The class
uses a textbook and worksheets, along
with relevant handouts, exercises and
writing assignments to correspond
with each class topic.
The course is interactive, focusing
on individual student concerns
through practical exercises and fullclass discussions and partnering to
emphasize issues that face individuPUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on January
9, 2008 memorialized the following Board
action taken on December 3, 2007:
07-23(V) Always Home Drop In Day
Care Center, 509 Central Avenue, Block
3205, Lot 5, Amended Site Plan. Applicant is seeking amended Site Plan approval to retain more than one wall sign
contrary to Section 16.04E1 of the Land
Use Ordinance. The applicant is seeking a
variance to permit one wall sign and some
variation of painted windows and door.
Application approved as amended.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Planning Board Secretary
1 T - 2/21/08, The Leader
Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 08-02-37
CONTRACTOR: T & M Associates;
Eleven Tindall Road, Middletown, New
Jersey 07748
NATURE OF SERVICE: Planning Services as Redevelopment Agency Planner
DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2008
FEE: Not to exceed $10,000.00
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 2/21/08, The Times
Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE OF REGULAR SCHEDULED
MEETINGS OF THE
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
(In compliance with open public meetings act-chapter 231, P.L.1975)
Notice is hereby given by the Environmental Commission of the Township of
Scotch Plains of the following Scheduled
Meetings:
January 28, 2008
February 25, 2008
March 17, 2008
April 21, 2008
May 19, 2008
June 16, 2008
July 21, 2008
August 18, 2008
September 15, 2008
October 20, 2008
November 17, 2008
December 15, 2008
All meetings are held at 8:00 p.m. on the
second floor of the Municipal Building,
Room 202, located at 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey.
1 T - 2/21/08, The Times
Fee: $23.97

als in their workplace settings.
“Effective Communications in
Business” will be presented from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, March 4
through April 22 at the college’s
Cranford campus.
For further information, call (908)
709-7600.

Wardlaw Reveals
Quarterly Honor Roll
AREA – Rhona Eserner, upper
school head at The WardlawHartridge School in Edison, has announced the names of Westfield and
Scotch Plains residents named the
Regular Honor Roll and Honor Roll
with Distinction for the second quarter of the 2007-2008 academic year.
To qualify for the Honor Roll with
Distinction, students must obtain a
grade-point average of 93 or higher,
with no individual grade below a “B.”
To qualify for the Regular Honor
Roll, students must earn a gradepoint average of 87 or higher, with no
individual grade below a “C.”
Students receiving Honor Roll with
Distinction status include 12th graders Jordan Neuhauser of Scotch Plains
and Alice Ren of Westfield.
Students earning Regular Honor
Roll status include Sagal Ahmed of
Scotch Plains and Cari Rosoff of
Scotch Plains, 12th grade; Chrystopher
George of Westfield, 11th grade;
Rachel Cleaver of Scotch Plains, ninth
grade; and Peter Minnium of Scotch
Plains, ninth grade.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO BID
SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RECEIVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD AT
THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, AT 10:00 A.M., PREVAILING
TIME ON TUESDAY, APRIL 29, 2008
FOR:
USER-FEE BASED RESIDENTIAL CLEANUP PROGRAM
FOR BULKY HOUSEHOLD
WASTE
PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND
MUST BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE
AND BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MENTIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK, OR BID BOND,
PAYABLE TO THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, IN THE AMOUNT OF
$500.00. EACH BID MUST ALSO BE
ACCOMPANIED BY A SURETY COMPANY CERTIFICATE STATING THAT
SAID SURETY COMPANY WILL PROVIDE THE BIDDER WITH THE REQUIRED PERFORMANCE BOND IN THE
FULL AMOUNT OF THE CONTRACT,
BY A NON-COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT AND
A CONTRACTOR’S QUALIFICATION
STATEMENT, AND A STATEMENT OF
OWNERSHIP, ON THE FORMS INCLUDED IN, AND EXPLAINED IN THE
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.
BIDDERS MUST COMPLY WITH ALL
PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 127 PL 1975
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LAW AGAINST
DISCRIMINATION (AFFIRMATIVE ACTION), AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMULGATED BY THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY FOR
THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF WHICH
ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER.
All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to submit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.
SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY. THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE THE
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS,
IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN, IT
IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.
KENNETH B. MARSH
TOWN ENGINEER
1 T - 2/21/08, The Leader
Fee: $53.04

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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POPCORN™

Alliance Theater Finds
Potential in New Home
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER

On Sunday evening, February 24,
at 8:30 p.m. on ABC, I plan to get it
right.
It may sound trite, you see, to pick
all the Oscar winners.
Impossible, you say, to go 24 for
24. No one’s ever done it before.
It’s unfeasible, it’s unreasonable.
No prognosticating critic will ever
post such a score.
But I tell you, reader, I feel good
this year. The 33rd time, no fear, is a
charm.
The winners, if I may rhyme, all
just came to me in a dream while I ate
a chicken parm…
For example, I mean, Best Performance by an Actress in a Supporting
Role proves it…
Saoirse Ronan, for Atonement, not
yet 14, wins it. Tatum O’Neal set the
prerequisite.
Yep, it’s clear, as the Best Achievement, my dear, in Cinematography,
goes to Roger Elswit and There Will
be Blood. And for the Brothers Coen,
No Country for Old Men, Best Edit.
The envelope, please, for Best Costume Design…Atonement’s Durran
sounds like a plan. Throw the Golden
Globe Best Picture a bone; this night,
it’s just an also-ran.
Which doesn’t really bring us to
Best Short Film or Live Action, none
of which we’ve seen.
So, who will be the wiser, if I say Le
Mozart de Pickpockets is the most
peachy keen?
Or, likewise, Sicko for Best Documentary Feature, not only because it
is so vital…
But the fact is, like Madame TutliPutli, Best Short Film Animated, I
like the title.
And yes, there’ll be splitting of
votes, heartbreaking how some films
sneak their way in…
But not so for There Will be Blood,
for Sound Editing, listen up, it deserves the win.
Unlike Pirates of the Caribbean
the umpteenth, again loaded to the
mast with big f/x…
Its only two rivals, matey, can’t
keep it from winning Best Achievement, Visual Effects.
Of course they’ll surprise us after a
dull dance number, suddenly giving
out a big award.
In this case, Julie Christie, Best
Actress for Away From Her, she truly
strikes a chord.
And just to counterbalance the sen-

sitivity with outrage, friend-o, he’s
not chopped liver…
Javier Bardem’s Best Supporting
‘Sociopath,’ No Country for Old Men,
what a shiver.
By now, if you don’t by slumber
depart, they’ll show too few old clips,
my favorite part.
Thence segue to Best Screenplay,
based on previously published work,
indeed difficult art.
That Atonement didn’t shirk or dart,
while the best scripting directly for
the screen…
It’s easily seen that it belongs to
Lars and the Real Girl, so full of
heart, so funny, so serene.
Now the trick is to see what will
rhyme with Best Animated Feature,
in order to bestow…
The statue on Ratatouille, the delightful gourmet chef creature…he’s
a rat, you know.
So that leaves 10 more to pick, not
12, the title from Russia to win Best
Foreign Flick…
Then next to delve into Best
Makeup, Pirates of the Caribbean:
At World’s End nicely does the trick.
Take a breather, have some more
popcorn, we’re into the homestretch,
the big stuff…
Like Best Original Song, don’t be
torn, it’s “So Close” from Enchanted,
sure enough.
But let’s not ignore the other music
Oscar, for Best Original Score, high
time 3:10 to Yuma…
Checked in, a super film with no
other win, pity Bale wasn’t nominated, he’s no loozah.
And neither is Sweeney Todd, making the cut for Best Achievement in
Art Direction…
Nor odd that No Country for Old
Men gets a nod for Best Sound, though
no connection…
To the last little award, Documentary Short Subject, scored by Salim
Baba, hang tight…
We’re running late, but stay awake,
here come the last three winners, then
it’s good night.
So, in conclusion, indicating a
semi-sweep, let there be no confusion, Best Actor goes to Daniel DayLewis, his second Oscar to keep,
whilst Best Director, and it truly
shows…
Belongs to Paul Thomas Anderson, it’ll be his first, but not his last,
that’s for certain…
He also wins for producing There
Will Be Blood, the Best Picture, and
now the curtain.

Congregational Church
Continues Musicales
WESTFIELD – The First Congregational Church of Westfield, located at 125 Elmer Street, continues its Mid-Day Musicales concerts
for the season of Lent with a program by the Westfield High School
Concert Choir on Wednesday, February 27, at noon.
These free half-hour concerts are
presented in the church sanctuary and
are followed by a soup-and-sandwich
luncheon available for $6 in the church
social hall, Patton Auditorium.
The Westfield High School Concert Choir, conducted by William
Mathews and Sharon Reynolds, will
sing selections from Handel’s Judas
Maccabaeus; two spirituals – Harry
T. Burleigh’s My Lord, What a
Mornin’ and William B. Dawson’s
Ain’-a That Good News; and Richard
Rodgers’ You’ll Never Walk Alone,
from the musical Carousel.
The Handel selections include student soloists: Mia Pafumi, Lindsay
Ryan, Ellen Scariati, Mallory Boesch,
and Abby Ryan, sopranos; Melanie
Jackson, Jenna Roth and Amanda
Chang, altos; Ben Klofta, tenor; and
Max Lazar, bass.
The WHS Concert Choir sings selections from a major work each December; its recent repertoire included
Vivaldi’s Gloria, Handel’s Messiah,
Brahms’ Liebeslieder Waltzes,
Britten’s A Ceremony of Carols, and
Samuel Adler’s Flames of Freedom.

The choir has performed with the
Westfield Symphony and the New
Jersey Youth Symphony, as well as,
for the Musical Club of Westfield and
the Mid-Day Musicales on many occasions.
For further information or to make
luncheon reservations (optional), call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

SP Author Explores
First Ladies
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Tuesday,
March 11, at noon, Feather Schwartz
Foster, a Scotch Plains resident, will
share insights from her three decades
of exploration as an “amateur” Presidential historian.
Drawing on her thousand-volume,
personal Presidential library and her
love of history, she penned the historical fiction novel “Ladies: A Conjecture of Personalities.”
In the book, First Ladies, from
Martha Washington to Mamie
Eisenhower, “write” their own chapters, and other First Ladies, including
Jacqueline Kennedy and Hillary
Clinton, chime in.
The women profiled are based on
facts from their lives, the lives of their
husbands and the times they lived in.
The Springfield Free Public Library is located at 66 Mountain Avenue. For additional information, call
(973) 376-4930.

THEY’RE IN TOWN…Members of the cast of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Repertory Theatre glance at autographed pages from an original
manuscript of Urinetown – The Musical, sent to them by Tony Award-winner
Greg Kotis, who wrote the book and lyrics. Mr. Kotis heard of the upcoming
production from a Repertory Theatre parent and wrote to the kids, “I’ll be
thinking of you all on opening night. I hope it goes great.” Pictured, from left to
right, are: Justin Berger, Victoria McNally, Gabriella Napoli, Matt Glassett,
Andrea Redmount, Tim Carroll and Jeremy Busch. SPFHS’ production of
Urinetown – The Musical runs March 7, 8, 9, 13, 14 and 15. Tickets are best ordered
ahead using the order forms on spfk12.org or spfk12.org/musicboosters. Ticket
pickup nights are Mondays and Wednesdays from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the SPFHS.
Tickets will be also sold on pickup nights and at the door. For questions, call Randi
Traiman at (908) 322-6533.
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No ‘Rhyme’ or Reason
In Picking the Oscars
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WATER WORKS...At a recent SP-F Art Association event, Westfield artist
Sandra Frank showed artists, including Steve Willis (above), ways to improve
their watercolors. Mr. Willis works on a current piece (inset).

Frank ‘Saves’ Watercolors
At SP-F Art Assoc. Meeting
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Westfield artist
Sandra Frank taught Scotch PlainsFanwood Art Association (SPFAA)
members how to improve their watercolors at a recent workshop titled “Can
this Watercolor Be Saved?” held at the
Scotch Plains Public Library (SPPL).
SPFAA members were encouraged
to bring “problem” watercolors to the
workshop, where Ms. Frank, recognized with an artistic-achievement
award by the Millburn-Short Hills
Chamber of Commerce for her watercolor painting, assisted them in critically evaluating their work.
Focusing on the principles and elements of composition, Ms. Frank helped
members analyze their paintings for
two common watercolor
“errors”: too much or not
enough color.
In one painting brought
in by a SPFAA member,
Ms. Frank, in her estimation, felt that a female figure was lacking in emphasis.
“The deep colors in the
negative space are overpowering,” explained Ms.
Frank. “Simply lifting out
some of the darks allows
the viewer to appreciate the subtle skin
tones and facial features of the woman.”
In another example, a beautiful landscape had too much unutilized space in
the background, according to Ms. Frank.
“Additional trees and detailing give
this piece a more cohesive feel,” she
said.
One common misconception about
painting with watercolors is that once
begun, corrections cannot be made.
However, Ms. Frank dispelled this
myth.
“There are many ways to make ad-

Anything Goes at
Westfield High School
WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) will present its spring
production of Cole Porter’s hit musical Anything Goes, a song-and-dance
extravaganza and madcap musical set
in the 1930s aboard the SS America,
on March 13, 14 and 15.
Packed with memorable melodies,
including the title tune “Anything
Goes,” “She’s De-lovely,” “You’re the
Top” and “Let’s Misbehave,” the comedy centers around the intricate relationships of the main characters, Billy,
Reno, Hope and Moon, who are traveling from New York to London on a
luxury liner.
By the end of the trip, affections
have changed recipients, life decisions
have been taken, and resolutions have
been reached – all in all leading to a
happy end.
Members of the cast and crew, led
by Darlene White, WHS drama teacher,
prepare for the March 13 curtain.
Performances are on Thursday,
March 13, at 7 p.m. and Friday and
Saturday, March 14 and 15, at 8 p.m.
Ticket prices are $10. For reservations, call (908) 301-0391. Tickets can
also be purchased at the door before
each performance.

justments to your work,” she said. “Experimenting with contrast as it relates
to color, shape, texture and size can
dramatically improve the outcome of a
painting.”
“Adding color to a painting where
existing values are too light can have a
dramatic effect,” she continued.
“Even cropping sections of a painting can be used to help improve balance,” she said.
Paula Pearl, SPFAA programs coordinator, said, “All who attended ‘Can
this Watercolor be Saved?’ found the
techniques Sandra demonstrated to be
very helpful.”
Marie Gerus of Rahway brought two
paintings to the workshop for Ms.
Frank’s evaluation.
“Sandy gave me suggestions on how
to improve the background of both paintings,”
said Ms. Gerus, an awardwinning, multi-media artist.
To remove excess color
from a watercolor painting, Ms. Frank suggested
running it under water and
starting over.
“Since there will be a
light version of your original still visible, you can
then go back and enhance
successful areas of your work and
downplay others,” she explained.
Picture-book illustratorAnn Gibbons
of Scotch Plains, presently a pastel
painter, has worked with watercolors in
the past.
She said she was particularly intrigued by Ms. Frank’s suggestions for
removing excess color.
“I found her techniques very helpful,” she said.
Ms. Frank has worked in the arts and
humanities world for 20 years. She is a
certified senior advisor who uses the
fine arts to help the senior community
overcome its unique challenges. She
also conducts arts workshops for people
with and without disabilities, as well as,
their caregivers.
One of Ms. Frank’s most important
projects includes the “Care for
Caregivers Program,” funded by the
Union County Division on Aging
through the Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs. This program provides inhome, arts-related respite to family
caregivers.
Ms. Frank also presents programs on
art and healing, and she is currently
providing art instruction at the Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey for children
and young adults with physiological
limitations and autism.
A member of the American Artists
Professional League, Ms. Frank has
had her art displayed at Juxtapose Gallery in Westfield and in the Westfield
Artist Association Members’ Show.
More information about Ms. Frank
and her programs is available at
seniormotivations.com.
The next meeting of SPFAA is Thursday, March 20, at the SPPL from 7 to 9
p.m.
SPFAA’s Annual Art Show takes
place in the SPPL from April 20 to May
3.
For more information about SPFAA
or any of its events, contact Ms. Pearl at
(908) 322-2590.

Comm. Players Benefit Reeve
House with The Uninvited
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Community Players’ (WCP) production of
Tim Kelly’s ghostly mystery The Uninvited will hold a special benefit performance for the Westfield Historical Society on March 7. All proceeds from
that performance will benefit the historical society and its current project,
the restoration of the 1875 Victorianstyle Reeve House. The society plans to
restore the house and relocate its archives offices and museum to the site.
The play opens Saturday, March 1, at
8 p.m. and continues Friday and Saturday evenings at 8 p.m. through March
15, in the theater at 1000 North Avenue.
Playwright Tim Kelly sets the story
on the Irish Sea’s windswept English
coast, where a brother and sister retreat
from London to move into Cliff End, a
house with a past they know little about.
Slowly, the townspeople come forward with rumors of murder, mysterious disappearances, and stories of portraits depicting doomed subjects.
Slowly, the new residents experience a
ghostly presence orchestrating all the
horrors before them. With the aid of a
séance, Cliff End reveals its secrets as
the ghost is confronted.
All reserved-seat tickets are $15, with
the March 7 benefit performance priced

at $25.
Call the Westfield Community Players box office at (908) 232-1221 for
tickets.
Note that all non-member tickets must
be pre-paid to secure a reservation and
WCP member tickets will not be honored for benefit performances.
Director Joe Porter has the cast in
final rehearsals for the March 1 opening at the WCP Theater. Aiding in the
production are producer Sally Brown
of Westfield, stage manager Barbara
Ruban and lighting designer Bob
Murray. Glen Crane will handle sound
and Joanne Lemenille, props.
Tory Talbot and Rob Evans play the
Fitzgerald siblings, the new owners of
Cliff End, purchased from Commander
Brooke (George Straley). Cathy
Zouves-Wrobel plays local gossip Mrs.
Jessup, eager to spread the dark and
mysterious tales.
Stephanie Einstein of Westfield plays
Stella, whose mysterious birth looms
large in the story. Mary Quinn, Christie
Leigh Carver, Brad Sarboukh, Art
Hickey and Westfield’s Jackie Weiner
play other townspeople and friends of
the Fitzgerald’s.
The mysterious “uninvited” is played
by Desiree Ewankov of Fanwood.

RAHWAY – There’s nothing nicer
than moving into your own new home.
It is long time coming for Alliance
Repertory Theater Company, originally
of Linden, which has moved into its
new home at the Union County Performing Arts Center (UCPAC) in
Rahway.
The theater itself is an historical gem
with crimson velvet and gold guild
practically everywhere one looks.
Reminiscent of the ornate vaudeville
theaters of old, the newly renovated
UCPAC invited Alliance Repertory
Theater Company to be their resident
professional theater company.
Alliance’s season opener, Comic
Potential, under the brilliant direction
of artistic director Michael Driscoll,
glitters and sparkles just as brightly as
the theater.
Alan Ayckbourn’s two-act play is set
in the foreseeable future, where androids have replaced actors on daytime
soaps.
The story involves a washed-up film
mogul demoted to TV soap-opera director, Chandler “Chance” Tate (John
Correll); a gung-ho young writer,Adam
Trainsmith (Matt McCarthy); and an
android actress, Jacie Triplethree (Sara
Peters) as an “actoid.” The astute android is quite a fast study when it comes
to both comedy and romance.
Taking a satiric look at the TV industry, specifically the set of “Hospital
Hearts,” a daytime soap opera, Comic
Potential relies on great timing and
talented actors who can play multiple
roles and affect accents rapidly. Mr.
Driscoll’s first-rate cast of 10 delivers it
all.
Young Adam idolizes Chance and is
thrilled to be on the set learning the
ropes from a one-time great director.
When the set is clear except for Adam
and Jacie (really “Juvenile Character
333” in machine-identification code),

the female android interacts with Adam
in surprisingly human ways.
As the pretty machine, Ms. Peters
readily handles physical comedy,
double takes and broad humor, which
her character learns from Adam and
later from Chance.
The versatile Ms. Peters has adopted
a monotone voice that is endearing,
unlike most aggravating robotic tones.
Her physical movements make her look
like a Madame Tussaud wax figure
come to life.
As Adam, Mr. McCarthy has the
charm and optimism needed to help the
unlikely romantic pair survive. His earnest portrayal of the naïve young man is
as targeted as Cupid’s arrow.
John Correll aptly displays Chance’s
frustration of his lost status. Veteran
actor Correll has precise timing and
comedic flair punctuated with Jackie
Gleason bits.
As “Black Death” Carla
Pepperbloom, Beth Painter nicely plays
an unpopular, glamorous upper-management boss who hangs around the
studio barking orders and throwing her
weight around.
Clare Dill, Chess Lankford, Greg
Louis, Lilli Marques, Frank Takacs and
Jennifer Crane Turner round out the
stellar 10-person cast.
Frank Takacs’ modern set of plastic,
stark white columns that are vibrantly
backlit from time to time aptly suggests
the future. Minimal set pieces roll on to
whisk the audience to an upscale dress
shop, the front desk of two hotels and
their interior rooms.
Call the welcome wagon to greet
Alliance Repertory Theater Company,
the new resident professional theater
company at UCPAC. This arrangement
has all the earmarks of a successful
long-term commitment.
Comic Potential continues Thursday
through Saturday nights at 8 p.m. in
addition to a Sunday, February 24,
matinee performance at 2 p.m.

LAST COMIC STANDING...In Alliance Repertory Theater Company's Comic
Potential, the android Jacie (Sara Peters) overhears Adam (Matt McCarthy,
center) and Chance (John Correll, right) discuss the nature of slapstick comedy.

TAKE THE ST
AGE
STA

Race Relations in TKAM Offer
Lessons for Today’s World
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Cranford Dramatic
Club (CDC) Community Theater’s production of the Depression-era To Kill A
Mockingbird brings the play’s main
theme of race relations into a modernday perspective through an ingenious
set, deft direction and thoughtful acting.
Harper Lee’s Pulitzer-Prize-winning
1960 novel was adapted by Horton
Foote into the famous screenplay and
then dramatized into a stage play by
Christopher Sergel in 1990.
Although many of the cast members
of CDC’s show had seen the AcademyAward-winning film, most never revisited it before delving into their characters.
“As a cast, I didn’t want them to see
the movie,” Michael Marcus, who codirected with Sandi Pells, said at a
“Talk Back” with the actors and audience following last Sunday afternoon’s
matinee. “It has a tendency to limit the
actors,” he explained.
“Also, I didn’t want Chris (Gibbs) to
turnAtticus (Finch) into ‘SaintAtticus.’”
One of the controversial issues of the
play is the use of the “n” word by some
of the prejudiced white townspeople.
This past Sunday, when black actors
were asked about their feelings on the
use of the word in the play, they shared
their opinions honestly.
Devon Peacock – who plays Tom
Robinson, a black man who is wrongly
convicted for attacking a white woman
– said, “It’s a testament to your skill as
an actor to get over the ‘n’ word. The
word itself is meant to be ugly, and it is.”
The actress who plays Tom’s wife
Helen (Tiffany Wilson) became emotional when she divulged her opinion.
“It has re-reminded me of the power of
the word that was used to disrespect my
grandparents and ancestors, who had to
suffer through it to bring us where we

are today.”
Likewise, Tracy King – who plays
Calpurnia, Atticus’ family cook and
housekeeper, and nanny for Jem and
Scout, Atticus’ two children – gave her
account of playing a stereotyped black
woman who had to sit in the balcony of
the courtroom with other people of
color.
“I’ve always wanted to play her, but
I needed to play her in the context of
that time period of 1935,” she said.
White performers also weighed in on
the language used in the play.
Whitney Shields – a blonde teenager
who plays Mayella Ewell, the 19-yearold who is caught with Tom – shared,
“I’ve heard a lot of gasps in the courtroom scene, especially [when racially
abusive language was used]. I’m glad
the audience is ‘in the moment’ to be
able to feel that power.”
The power of the play was seen in all
of the heartfelt performances, from
middle-school performers like Madison Wiggins in the role of Scout to the
70-somethings playing cameo roles of
townspeople.
The play’s commanding race issue
even convinced the set designer to
change the vision of his set. Mr. Marcus
told the audience that set designer Marc
Chandler called him just before opening night to say he wanted to repaint all
of the set decorations to shades of black
and white.
Mr. Marcus said, “He told me it was
a play about race relations of black and
white and wanted the set to reflect that.”
The actors and the entire group of
behind-the-scenes volunteers who assembled this play celebrate Black History Month by bringing the core values
of To Kill a Mockingbird to life through
a topnotch production.
The final shows are this Friday, Feb.
22, and Saturday Feb. 23, at 8:00 p.m.
In May, CDC will bring Oklahoma to
their stage.
Susan Dougherty for
The Westfield Leader and The Times

KILLER INSTINCT...In CDC Community Theater’s production of To Kill a
Mockingbird, Atticus Finch (Christopher Gibbs, standing) chips away at the
faulty testimony of Bob Ewell (Thom Korner) while Judge Taylor (Bob Pells)
deliberates at right.
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DeFelice: Doctornaut Act is Best
Prescription for What Ails Healthcare
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Passionate Vibe Scorches WSO
Audience at Valentine’s Concert
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — With a sweet start
and a passionate finish, the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra accomplished
what it set out to do during its February 9 concert at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield – to entrance its
audience with melodies and movements of love.
“¡CON AMOR DESDE ESPAÑA!
- A Valentine’s Day Celebration”
began with Rimski-Korskov’s “Capriccio Espanol,” a truly tender piece
that spotlighted vibrant Spanish
themes in five festive movements.

With each movement, the orchestra
reflected energetic and rousing dances
that seemed to put the audience in the
mood for love.
Pianist Peggy DeArmond must be
applauded for her masterful accompaniment throughout the concert, but
especially during “Capriccio
Espanol” and the brilliant finale, “El
Amore Brujo.”
However, “Conceirto de Aranjuez”
by Joaquin Rodrigo Vidre swept everyone away.
Guitarist Mattias Jacobsson’s interpretation of “Allegro con spirito,”
“Adagio” and “Allegro gentile”

Abby Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

‘HEARTWARMING...’ Earlier this month, the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
presented ¡CON AMOR DESDE ESPAÑA! a Spanish-style Valentine’s celebration of vibrant passion, magical romanticism and virtuoso performances. The
heartwarming concert featured a visually spectacular presentation of “El Amor
Brujo” with Flamenco dance and Flamenco guitar coupled with the orchestra.

Musical Theater Workshop
Begins Second Semester
WESTFIELD – Students, from ages
8 to 14, interested in musical performance have an opportunity to participate in the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts (NJWA) Musical Theater
Workshop (MTW), which begins its
second semester on March 13, at All
Saints Church, located at 559 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains.
A beginner class, for children ages
8 to 11, focuses on basic acting, singing and performance techniques. All
students will perform within ensemble
pieces and participate in acting and
musical-theater-improvisation exercises. This class is held on Thursdays
from 3:30 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.
The intermediate class is designed
for students ages 12 to 14. This class
concentrates on more advanced acting, singing and performance techniques.
All participants will perform solos
within ensemble pieces and prepare
an audition song. The intermediate

class takes place on Thursdays from
4:30 p.m. until 5:30 p.m.
Classes have a performance scheduled for 7:30 p.m. on Friday, June 13.
Tuition for the second semester is
$420.
Veteran Broadway actor Juan
Pineda directs the Musical Theater
Workshop. For six years, Mr. Pineda
played the role of Thuy in the Broadway production of Miss Saigon and
has appeared in numerous shows in
New York City, across the United
States and abroad.
Mr. Pineda, artistic director of The
Little Opera Company of New Jersey, is sharing the skills he learned as
a professional performer with a new
generation of performers.
To register for the MTW, call (908)
789-9696 or visit the studios of the
NJWA at 150-152 East Broad Street
in Westfield. For information on programs of the NJWA, log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

A Division of the
New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts

brought tears to many eyes with his
phenomenal pieces.
Mr. Jacobsson, a classical guitarist
who is currently studying at The
Juilliard School with Sharon Isbin,
boasts quite an impressive repertoire.
He made his recital debut at the
Stockholm International Guitar Festival at only 17 years of age, and his
music was broadcasted on WQXR
and NPR, as well as Swedish classical radio.
It was evident throughout Mr.
Jacbosson’s performance that Maestro David Wroe had the utmost respect for the young artist, and their
collaboration brought the audience to
its feet in grateful applause.
Following intermission, the
Westfield Symphony stage was
cleared and prepared for Manuel
DeFalla’s “El Amor Brujo,” the
evening’s profoundly moving and
romantic blend of stirring Spanish
melodies, tantalizing theatrics and one
of the most elaborate and mesmerizing Flamenco performances ever
brought to stage.
As Roberto Castellon, flamenco
guitarist, David Castellano, singer,
energetically threw themselves into
every musical interlude during “El
Amor Brujo,” Omayra Amaya, dancer
and choreographer, graced the stage
with Oscar Valero, Laura Montes and
Jenny Bascos, accompanying Flamenco dancers.
Normally, one might associate a Flamenco dance performance solely with
colorful costumes and energetic music. Ms. Amaya and company’s emotional and fluid dancing far exceeded
expectations. It was climactic and gripping at every turn of the page in the “El
Amor Brujo” story – a tale of love lost,
fought for and rediscovered.
There was simply no better way to
begin the Valentine’s Day week.
The Westfield Symphony Orchestra will stage a concert on April 5 at 8
p.m. and April 6 at 5 p.m. at The Ritz
Theatre on East Jersey Street in Elizabeth, where the ensemble and
Wroclaw’s Academic Choir will
present “Tu Es Petrus.” The performance will be dedicated to the late
Holy Father Pope John Paul II. For
tickets and more information, call
(908) 352-7469.

WESTFIELD – Imagine a world in
which the clinical research needed to
cure disease is free from the restraints
of cost and risk.
Imagine a time when it is possible to
cure – or, even better, prevent – every
known disease.
To some, these ideas are far-fetched

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A MAVERICK’S ODYSSEY...Westfield physician and medical research authority Dr. Stephen DeFelice is backing a book by Michael Mannion, entitled “A
Maverick’s Odyssey: One Doctor’s Quest to Conquer Disease,” which tells the story
behind the “Doctornaut Act.”

improbabilities, the material upon
which science-fiction movies and books
are based.
However, one local physician not
only sees the possibility of a future
filled with medical breakthroughs and
available treatments, he has figured out
a way to make it happen.
Westfield resident Stephen
DeFelice’s “prescription” for healinghealthcare innovation calls for the participation of physicians, a segment of
the industry vastly underutilized in voluntary clinical trials.
In 1976, Dr. DeFelice established the
Foundation for Innovation in Medicine
(FIM), a nonprofit organization whose
objective, according to its website, is to
accelerate medical discovery by creating a more productive clinical research
community.
To further FIM’s cause, Dr. DeFelice
has written the “Doctornaut Act,” a
proposal to step up research by allowing physicians to more freely volunteer
for Phase II, early clinical trials, rather
than using non-physician volunteers.
He is also backing a book by Michael
Mannion, entitled “A Maverick’s Odyssey: One Doctor’s Quest to Conquer
Disease,” which tells the story behind
the “Doctornaut Act.”
Dr. DeFelice is about to embark on a
major effort to educate Congress about

Broadway Favorites to Hit
The SP Stage on March 1
SCOTCH PLAINS –An evening of
Broadway’s favorite duets will hit the
stage in Scotch Plains in March. The
performance will benefit the Little
Opera Company (LOC) of New Jersey
and its tuition-free Young Artists’ Program for performers ages 8 to 18.
Founded by Scotch Plains residents
Juan and Valerie Pineda in 2000, the
Little Opera Company has sparked the
interest of a new generation of opera
lovers.
The concert will star the Pineda family – Juan, Valerie, Fausto and Patricia,
as well as members of the LOC’sYoung
Artists and the Pineda Voice Studios.
Juan Pineda, Broadway veteran and
international artist, appeared in the longrunning Miss Saigon. Favorite appearances include performances at Avery
Fischer Hall, Alice Tully Hall, Jazz at
Lincoln Center and The Public Theatre.
Valerie Pineda studied at the Boston
Conservatory and graduated from the
Manhattan School of Music. She has
soloed at Boston Symphony Hall, the
PNC Arts Center, and has appeared
with opera companies throughout the
region.
Fausto Pineda is a graduate of the
Manhattan School of Music. Credits
include Grease!, The King and I and
performances at the Kennedy Center,
Westchester Broadway Theatre, Seaside Music Theatre and the Actors Playhouse.

Patricia Pineda is a graduate of Virginia Commonwealth University and
was awarded the Farrow Voice Scholarship at the University of North Carolina Greensboro’s School of Music. A
featured soloist with the Richmond
Symphony, she has also appeared with
regional opera and musical theatre companies in the NJ/NYC area.
Representing central New Jersey’s
talented 18-and-under set are Dan
Berman, Kristen Caruana, Jen Dilzell,
Anna Dugan, Rebecca Glasser-Baker,
Pami Marks, Sarah Szollar, Julia Zappi
and Nicole Zimmermann of Westfield;
Maeve Brady, Cara and Lauren Costa,
Kelsey Kilpatrick, Zach Love, Aleta
Nadolny, Dylan Randazzo and Christian Woo of Cranford; Ilyssa DePonte,
Zachary Infante, Stephanie Louis, Tony
Mowatt, and Briana Redmount of
Scotch Plains.
The evening’s lineup will cover a
broad spectrum of Broadway’s duets,
from the newest smash hits to Golden
Age classics. Highlights include recognizable tunes by Irving Berlin, Eric
Idle, Rodgers and Hammerstein,
Kandler and Ebb and Stephen
Sondheim.
The event will take the stage on Saturday, March 1, at 8 p.m. at All Saints
Episcopal Church at 559 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains. For tickets and information, call (908) 731-1377, e-mail
littleoperacompany@comcast.net or
view littleoperacompany.com

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Union County’s
Professional
Opera Company
presents

Madama Butterfly

Puccini’s

8 PM Friday, March 7
2 PM Sunday, March 9
Conducted by Mark Hyczko
Directed by Fausto PIneda
Performed with English Supertitles

CDC THEATRE 78 Winans Ave. Cranford, NJ

For Tickets call (908) 731-1377
$50 Pre-performance lecture/sushi dinner/preferred seating
$30 Adults $25 Seniors
Assigned Seating

Pottery

Jewelry

Metal

the importance of medical innovation
and the passing of his “Doctornaut
Act.”
“Not only has Congress failed to
hold a hearing on medical innovation,
until now, no one has made an effort to
convince Congress to do so,” said Dr.
DeFelice.
“How can Congress deal with health
without dealing with the issue of im-

Glass

Textiles

Wood

Paper

www.thefarmhousestore.com
221 North Ave East, Westfield

908-654-0444

proving medical innovation?” he asked.
According to Dr. DeFelice, there is a
cultural “blind spot” to the need for
clinical research, and the FDA and
medical ethicists have created and long
perpetuated the phenomenon, leading
to a “culture of safety.”
“The truth is, if we took all medications out of the pharmacy, half the
American population would be dead or
dying within six months to a year,” said
Dr. DeFelice.
Many factors
play
into
Congress’s reticence to explore
new treatments and
therapies.
“Cost is one factor,” said Dr.
DeFelice. “Giving
up control is another.”
According to the
doctor, patients also
have to take some
responsibility for
the lack of clinical
research.
“[They] have to
stop being passive
and get angry. They
have to demand
cures for disease,”
he said.
“We need to stop
living in a culture where our emphasis
is on caring for someone after he becomes sick and move into a culture
where we support the medical discoveries that prevent people from getting
sick in the first place,” he said.
One early supporter of the
“Doctornaut Act” was former Tennessee Senator Bill Frist, who left office in
January 2007.

More recently, New Jersey Congressman Frank Pallone has expressed an
interest in helping Dr. DeFelice introduce his act to Congress.
If passed, Dr. DeFelice’s “Doctornaut
Act” will allow studies currently conducted on animals to transfer to humans, namely volunteer physicians.
Dr. DeFelice claimed the long-term
results would be a decrease in morbidity and mortality, which will ultimately
lead to reduced health costs.
The passing of the “Doctornaut Act”
will also, according to Dr. DeFelice,
create “a sense of urgency on the part of
the patient.”
“Patients, basically, have no rights at
the present time,” he continued.
“A diabetic can climb Mt. Everest,
but that same person [presently] can’t
volunteer for the clinical research that
could cure his disease.”
Those physicians who take part in
clinical research will also benefit, according to Dr. DeFelice, because “we
are all patients,” he explained.
Dr. DeFelice brings a lifetime of
medical innovation to the “Doctornaut
Act,” including being the first to recognize the therapeutic potential of the
combination of the antibiotic
Adriamycin and carnitine, a component of muscle and liver, to treat ovarian
cancer and other cancers.
Dr. DeFelice is hopeful that “A
Maverick’s Odyssey” will open the eyes
of patients and non-patients alike, and
motivate them to fight to dismantle the
barriers that keep all people from enjoying a life free of disease.
The book’s author, Mr. Mannion,
sees another benefit to the “Doctornaut
Act.”
“People don’t have the connection
with doctors that they once had. This is
a good opportunity to build patientdoctor partnerships,” he said.
When asked to
expand,
Mr.
Mannion told The
Leader/Times in an
e-mail that “With
Doctornauts, patients will learn that
their physicians are
volunteering to participate in risky
clinical trials that
might benefit them
as well as possibly
the physician.”
“Patients and
physicians will
once again have the
chance to become
partners in healing
relationships and
no longer be just
‘consumers’ and
‘providers’ in a business transaction,”
he added.
More information on the “Doctornaut
Act” is available at fimdefelice.org.
Dr. DeFelice will sign copies of the
book at 16 Prospect, the former
Northside Trattoria, this Saturday from
noon to 2 p.m. Books will also be available for purchase. Wine and hors
d’oeuvres will be served.

1978 Arts Center Explores
The Meaning of Home
AREA – Maplewood’s 1978 Arts
Center, located at 1978 Springfield
Avenue, explores the thought that homes
are more than bricks and mortar through
a book-form art exhibition, opening
February 24, titled “Home: Pages From
Our Lives.”
Participating, area artists include
Westfield’s Francesca Azzara and Shari
Seltzer, Mountainside’s Cynthia Weiss,
Cranford’s Paula Ehrich and Thomas
Francisco, and Fanwood’s Vasileki
(Bess) Birrell.
There is a saying that “home is where
the heart is,” and this exhibition of the
Book Arts Roundtable is proof that a
home and its environment is rich territory for artists using the book form as a
means of expression.
The Book Arts Roundtable, a group
established in 2000 to encourage the
love of book and paper arts, is based at
the Baird, the center for the South Orange Department of Recreation and
Cultural Affairs.
“Home: Pages From Our Lives” grew
from the exploration of the theme of
“home” by participants of the Content
Group, a subgroup of the roundtable
formed to discuss how content relates
to the structure of the artist’s book.
The exhibition offers the opportunity to draw on the Content Group’s
extensive experience with this subject
and create works that demonstrate the
diversity of emotions and ideas that
constitute home.
The intimacy of the book form has
allowed the artists to create individual
works that interpret the theme in literal,
personal, spiritual or metaphysical fashion.
The exhibition includes books of all
shapes and sizes in traditional and nontraditional formats.
The Maplewood 1978 Arts Center

will exhibit “Home: Pages From Our
Lives” from February 24 through April
6. The opening reception will take place
on Sunday, February 24, from 2 p.m. to
6 p.m., with an artist talk at 3 p.m.
The gallery is open Saturdays and
Sundays, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Demonstrations by roundtable members will take
place at 3 p.m. on Saturdays. The closing party is Sunday, April 6, from 5 p.m.
to 7 p.m., with readings from books in
the exhibition at 6 p.m. For more information about the exhibition, contact
Benita
Wolffe
at
rwolffe7@comcast.net.

Public Can Meet
Author on Saturday
WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield is hosting a meet
and greet with Lumberton resident
Larry Kimport, author of “A Small
Harvest of Pretty Days,” on February
23, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
The love story is the author’s suggestion of Huckleberry Finn’s life as
an adult. The main character, Clara
Waltz, witnesses a murder, unbeknownst to the killer. Contrary to what
she knows is right, she is inexplicably
drawn to the killer, whom she comes
to believe is an answer to her prayers.
For the past 22 years, Mr. Kimport
has coordinated an alternative educational program for at-risk teens in suburban New Jersey. He also directs an
annual summer camp serving foster
children.
Attendees can meet the author at
The Town Book Store, located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (corner
of East Broad and Elmer Streets).
Those unable to attend can call the
store at (908) 233-3535 to reserve an
autographed copy of his book.

