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David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
WHEN PIGS FLY...Governor Jon Corzine stands next to a slide depicting an animated figure of a flying pig, emphasizing
a quote from his January 8 State-of-the-State Address. In the speech, he said “pigs will fly over the Statehouse before there’s
a realistic level of new taxes or spending cuts that can fix this mess.” He made the comment to support his proposals for
remedying the state’s financial problems. See pages 6 and 7 for his slide presentation.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
SEEING RED…Dignitaries listen to Governor Jon Corzine detail his financial
restructuring and debt reduction plan last Wednesday at Union County College in
Cranford. Among those seated are Union County College President Thomas Brown
(far left), State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (fourth from left), Assemblyman Joseph
Cryan (LD-20, Union), Assemblymen Eric Munoz (LD-21, Summit), Jon Bramnick
(LD-21, Westfield) and Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
IN OPPOSITION…Charles Silverstein, left, traffic-safety engineer for those
residents opposing a subdivision on Canterbury Road, speaks in opposition to the
location of a new driveway in the building plans before the Westfield Planning
Board on Monday night. The application calls for adding to the existing “Little
Gatehouse” and construction of a new home on the property. Pictured on the dais,
from left to right, are: board attorney Russell Finestein, board chairman Vincent
Wilt and board member Anthony Attanasio.

Plea Deal Fails to Bring
Closure for Victim’s Friend

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Stephen Bogart’s
friend, Helen Rentoulis, said this week
that she is not completely satisfied
with the three-year sentence facing
Janet Garcia, Richard Garcia and
Lucia Heinz, all of whom pled guilty
last week to defrauding Westfield resi-
dent Stephen Bogart out of his life
savings.

“Unfortunately, I think they got off
way too easy,” said Ms. Rentoulis.

Ms. Rentoulis, owner of Vicki’s
Diner, became friendly with Mr.
Bogart when he began to stop by the
diner twice a day for meals.

It was during one of these visits
that Ms. Rentoulis first met Richard
Garcia. Ms. Rentoulis said that she
noticed something peculiar about the
relationship between Mr. Bogart and
Mr. Garcia, who claimed he was help-
ing Mr. Bogart pay his bills.

“You just get a funny feeling some-
times with people, and I never shook
it,” Ms. Rentoulis said.

Ms. Rentoulis’ concern grew when
Mr. Bogart’s diner visits became less
frequent. Ms. Rentoulis said when
she called Mr. Bogart to check on
him, he said that he was fine and was
using groceries that Mr. Garcia had
brought him.

Ms. Rentoulis reached out to po-
lice after Mr. Bogart’s visits to her
diner stopped last year. Soon an in-
vestigation was opened. Police found
that Mr. Garcia had deceived Mr.
Bogart, whose sight was failing, into
signing checks payable to him. The
police also found that Mr. Garcia’s
girlfriend, Lucia Heinz, obtained an
ATM card to Mr. Bogart’s account,
and Mr. Garcia convinced Mr. Bogart
to grant Janet Garcia, Mr. Garcia’s
mother, power of attorney.

“They were stealing everything that
the man had,” Ms. Rentoulis said.
“They were trying to sell the man’s
house…this could only have ended
badly.”

Mr. Garcia, along with his mother
and his girlfriend, was indicted in
September. Ms. Garcia pled guilty
to conspiracy to commit theft, and
Mr. Garcia and Heinz each pled
guilty to two counts of theft. Sen-
tencing is in April, and they could
face up to three years in jail. They
must also repay $120,000, in addi-
tion to some funds already returned,
before sentencing.

 “I don’t think justice was served
entirely,” said Ms. Rentoulis. “I’m
just happy that he’s [Mr. Bogart] okay.
That was our only intention. Nothing
more, nothing less.”

Little Gate House Finishes
Hearing Expert Testimonies

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Attorneys for both
the opposition and for the applicant,
Julie Marsella of 200 Canterbury
Road, concluded their presentations
of expert witnesses at Monday night’s
planning-board meeting in the case
of the “Little Gatehouse” property,
developed in the 1920s by Arthur
Rule. The property is located at the
South Gate to Wychwood in Westfield.

Brian Molloy, an attorney for those
residents opposed to the plan, pre-
sented Charles Silverstein, a traffic
engineer. He testified to the “substan-
dard safety conditions” of adding a
driveway entrance on Wychwood
Road.

Mr. Silverstein said that the earlier
testimony of traffic engineer Eliza-
beth Dolan, hired by the applicant,
did not address the standards written
in the American Association of State
Highway and Transportation Officials
(AASHTO) green book.

He said, according to AASHTO, a
driveway is considered an intersec-
tion; therefore, it should apply to the
intersection sight distance standards.
He said 280 feet is the appropriate
intersection sight distance, a mea-
surement of length necessary for a
car to make a sudden stop when an-
other car exits the driveway.

Ms. Dolan applied stopping sight-
distance standards, which has a shorter
sight distance.

Ms. Dolan testified in her earlier
statement that a 115-foot sight dis-
tance is needed for a car turning right
off of East Broad Street onto
Wychwood Road. This is based on
her detection of average speeds round-

ing that corner of 15 mph.
Mr. Silverstein said he clocked

speeds, at the same location, averag-
ing 20 mph. He said when using his
speed that a stopping sight distance
would then increase from her calcu-
lated 115 to 160 feet, though he dis-
agrees with using stopping distance
as a form of measurement.

“It creates an unsafe situation,” he
said, adding that it is not enough time
for an oncoming car to react to a car
exiting the driveway.

“I feel it is a dangerous location for
a new driveway,” Mr. Silverstein said.
“It is increasing the likeliness of a
stopped car at that point.”

Mr. Silverstein also stated Ms.
Dolan’s use of a 10-foot setback of
the driveway to the point where it
meets the road is not compliant with
AASHTO standards, which is a mini-
mum of 14.5 feet and a recommended
17 feet.

Ms. Dolan said in her experience,
10 feet is used in many applications
but also recognized it is not an
AASHTO standard. She said some
towns use 10 feet.

Mr. Silverstein said Westfield does
not have 10 feet in its ordinance.

With the addition of a driveway,
Mr. Silverstein said an additional 10
to 11 traffic movements are created in
a 24-hour period. He said all the move-
ments are potentially unsafe in re-
gards to poor sight distance.

Ms. Dolan said, “It does increase
the potential for a conflict.”

Ms. Dolan and Mr. Silverstein also
said removal of township-owned
shrubs and trees along East Broad
Street would help sight lines, along

Corzine Tells of NJ Fiscal Crisis,
Proposes Debt-Restructuring Plan

By DEBBIE MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – New Jersey Gover-
nor Jon Corzine described the current
debt situation as a “financial crisis”
that has thrust the state into virtual
bankruptcy. He said the state has a total
of $115 billion in liability, including
$32 billion in bonded debt and $60
billion in unsupported healthcare obli-
gations for government employees and
retirees, including teachers, police,
firefighters, judges and many others,
which is growing at 10 percent per
annum.

An overflow crowd of citizens and
public officials filled the 600-seat Roy
Smith Theatre at Union County Col-
lege in Cranford January 30 to hear the
Governor, while others listened in an
overflow room. After the Governor’s

half-hour presentation, dozens of citi-
zens stepped up to the microphones to
ask questions, make statements, pro-
vide recommendations, criticize the
Governor’s plan to remedy matters and
criticize state government in Trenton.

Using an overhead presentation of
pie charts and graphs (shown on pages
six and seven of this edition and on the
Internet at goleader.com), Governor
Corzine described the problem and sum-
marized his four-pronged fiscal plan
for state government, which included:
freezing current spending, limiting fu-
ture spending to not exceed revenue,
using future toll collections for present
day use and limiting future unfunded
borrowing by requiring voter authori-
zation.

The most controversial element of
the Governor’s financial-restructuring

and debt-reduction plan calls for the
formation of a “Public Benefit Corpo-
ration (PBC),” which would sell $40
billion in bonds to produce funds this
year to pay a portion of the $32 billion
of current bonded state debt and fi-
nance new transportation projects. In
exchange, the PBC would be given the
tolls for the next 75 years from the
state’s major highways. In the pro-
posal, the tolls would be increased 800
percent over the next 12 years (with
additional increases thereafter indexed
to inflation). The tolls would apply to
the Garden State Parkway, the New
Jersey Turnpike, the Atlantic City Ex-
pressway and a segment of Route 440.

According to Governor Corzine, the
liability for health care and pensions is
further aggravated as half of the gov-
ernment work force is 50 or more years
old, and will be entering the retirement
system soon.

During the two-hour public response
session, Union County residents ap-
proached the microphone to voice their
grievances that they were being taxed
into debt to pay for disparate and unfair
pension and medical benefits for public
employees. Speakers were assertive
and, at times, contemptuous. Many of
the citizens told the Governor that the
state must cut spending and stop in-
creasing taxes and tolls. A Cranford
small-business owner claimed the pro-
posed toll increases would devastate
his food-delivery business. A Summit
resident said he is having difficulty
paying his mortgage now and that the
Governor’s plan leaves him little choice.

A Fanwood resident called for priva-
tizing the schools or consolidating and
restructuring the 600 or so school dis-
tricts in the state. The Governor said he
would welcome discussion to help make
this happen.

Citizens suggested renegotiating
public-employee contracts to bring
those benefits more in line with those of
the private sector, where employees
must contribute. One teacher voiced
her objection that her contract was not
being honored because she was being
asked to pay a portion of her health-
care benefits.

The Governor said those contracts
were negotiated by previous adminis-
trations, adding that he did not believe
the solution lay in reneging on those
promises. He said his administration
was the first to require public employ-
ees to contribute to their benefits going
into the future (1.5 percent of salary). A
Summit resident countered that his pri-
vate-sector job, for benefits and retire-
ment, requires him to contribute 25
percent of his salary.

The Governor said the current bonded
debt of $32 billion would escalate to
$36 billion before the next gubernato-
rial election in 2009. This debt is “crowd-
ing out education, health care, property
tax relief and senior services,” he said
and “translates into $10,200 owed by
each and every household.” In total, the
combination of bonded debt and un-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GIANTS WIN...The area virtually shut down Sunday night, with house parties
everywhere filled with fans watching the dramatic Giants’ victory over the
Patriots in Super Bowl XLII. Guests at the Corbin house celebrate after the Giants
stormed back for the win.

Westfield BOE Discusses Budget,
Approves Teachers’ Pay Hike

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During its fourth
budget meeting, Tuesday night, the
Westfield Board of Education dis-
cussed its 2008-2009 proposed
$23,578,314 general education bud-
get, presented by Anita O’Neal, in-
terim assistant superintendent for
curriculum and instruction.

The general education budget for
kindergarten through grade 12 repre-
sents an increase of 2.17 percent over
last year. “This represents 31 percent
of our overall budget,” Business Ad-
ministrator Robert Berman said.

Though the total budget increased,
no new staff is proposed. Further, the
kindergarten is losing one staff mem-
ber from last year due to the board’s
decision to consolidate classes, offi-
cials said.

There is a general flat rate of staff
over last year due to favorable class
sizes, which had no overall signifi-
cant change over last year.

Salaries for 2008-2009 are
$23,578,314, which Mr. Berman said
does not include such positions as
principals or guidance counselors, nor
does it include technology, music and
art teachers. These positions are in-
cluded in other budgets.

The board approved a two-year
teachers’ contract with the Westfield
Education Association (WEA) at the
meeting Tuesday night. The contract,
effective July 1, 2008 through June 30,
2010, provides for an annual increase
of 3.9 percent. The previous three-
year contract included salary increases
of 4 percent, beginning June 30, 2005.

School officials said the new con-
tract is below county and state aver-
ages, which are 4.29 percent and 4.6

percent, respectively.
The proposed budget breakdown is

as follows: elementary, $10,639,675;
intermediate, $5,430,454, and high
school, $8,370,868. All include the
cost of salaries.

The line item, staff training and

supplies, in the high-school budget is
up 400 percent, at $2,250, over the
previous year. Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan said the prior
year only had a cost of $450, which
she said is low. She said a wellness-
training session would be added, to
teach about the stresses kids are un-
der and how teachers can help.

Overall, board members said they
feel crunched for time in getting out
the budgets to the state. “This is a
difficult time and the abbreviated
schedule is making it so much worse,”
Board President Ginny Leiz said.

The next budget meeting on Tues-
day, February 12, at 8 p.m. will focus
on applications to the state, due Fri-
day, February 15.

Heinbokel Presents Taskforce
Study to Westfield Council

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Land-use Taskforce
Chairman William Heinbokel walked
the public through the taskforce’s final
report, Tuesday night, which marks
the compilation of a 12-month study
of issues surrounding the redevelop-
ment of residential homes within the
community.

The taskforce, formed in 2006 by
Mayor Andy Skibitsky, reviewed cur-
rent land-use ordinances, evaluated
emergent land-use issues and formu-
lated recommendations for change. The
mayor charged the group with evaluat-
ing how best to “allow revitalization
while accommodating various inter-
ests and to protect private-property
rights without sacrificing community

quality of life and valued community
resources.”

Mr. Heinbokel said in order to better
understand the essence of redevelop-
ment in town, the group met with “stake-
holders,” including members of the
general public, architects, builders and
the Historic Preservation Commission,
among others.

After assessing the stakeholders’
“perceptions,” the taskforce concluded,
“The cold, hard truth is that a house that
was considered desirable and within
the economic reach of middle-class
families during the 50s and 60s would
be considered unlivable by many of
today’s homebuyers. The growing ten-
dency for even first-time buyers to buy
big is making the concept of the small

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Resident Mary Wisler asked the
board to consider adding a 30-hour
driver-training course for 10th and
11th graders.

“This is a number one life skill…our
teenagers will use driver training
daily,” said Ms. Wisler. She said the

number one cause of death for teen-
agers is driving at excessive speeds.

Ms. Dolan said there are two or three
teachers certified to teach this course.

 However, scheduling conflicts is
the leading reason dissuading the of-
fering of this course, according to
board member Alice Hunnicutt.

Board member Anne Riegel said
including this course on the curricula
“was probably the most seriously
explored than ever before.”

“I don’t think the discussion is over
yet,” Ms. Hunnicutt said.

The BOE announced that nominat-
ing petitions for candidacy to the
board are due by 4 p.m. on Monday,
February 25. School board elections
will be held Tuesday, April 15.

Primary Coverage
Page 12
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Gateway Chamber Honors
Companies of the Year

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — “At my age, when
people invite you to a dinner, it’s usually not
to honor you as a small-business [owner],
it’s a retirement dinner,” Eric Segal said. “I
ain’t retiring, so thank you.”

Mr. Segal, founder of Security Business
Solutions, spoke on January 29 at the Gate-
way Regional Chamber of Commerce’s
annual dinner meeting. His company,
founded in 2002, was named the chamber’s
Small Business of the Year.

“He (Segal) has committed so much of
himself to this organization,” said James
Coyle, Gateway Regional Chamber of Com-
merce president. “I’m really honored to be
able to present him with the Small Business
of the Year Award.”

The 96th installment of the meeting, held
at the Newark Airport Hotel in Elizabeth,
honored two other businesses. Wine Li-
brary was named Medium-sized Business
of the Year, and Verizon was named Large
Business of the Year.

“It’s their commitment to support the
chamber and their activities to the larger
regional community,” said Mr. Coyle of the
basis of the awards.

Founder Sasha Vaynerchuk and his son,
Gary, accepted the award on behalf of the
Wine Library. With both a store in Spring-
field and a website, Wine Library is able to
reach customers throughout the country
with its selection of liquors and wines.

Additionally, Gary, who serves as the
company’s director of operations, main-
tains a vlog (video blog) of his wine reviews
on the Wine Library TV website.

Mr. Vaynerchuk thanked the employees
of Wine Library for their contributions to

the company during his acceptance speech.
“Without them (the Wine Library fam-

ily) it would not be possible to receive this
award tonight,” Mr. Vaynerchuk said.

The Large Business of the Year Award
was presented to Verizon.

“Verizon, everyday, is about helping
families find financial stability by provid-
ing jobs and opportunities for employment
throughout the state,” said James Horne Jr.,
chief executtve officer of the United Way of
Greater Union County.

Verizon employs more than 18,000
people in the state, and its FiOS TV initia-
tive created more than 1,000 jobs in New
Jersey.

The company’s Access New Jersey pro-
gram also provides schools and public li-
braries with special Internet service rates
and free equipment, as well as video-portal
services.

Sam Delgado, vice president of External
Affairs for Verizon New Jersey, accepted
the award on behalf of the company.

Each fall, the board of directors for the
chamber selects a dinner committee. This
committee plans the dinner and determines
the honorees for the year.

The chamber was in negotiations with
Democratic Presidential candidate Barack
Obama to serve as the event’s keynote
speaker, but Mr. Obama was unable to
attend due to campaign commitments.

The Elizabeth Board of Education re-
ceived complimentary airline tickets cour-
tesy of Continental Airlines for winning the
contest.

The Gateway Regional Chamber of Com-
merce represents more than 1,800 mem-
bers, spanning Union, Essex, Middlesex
and Somerset counties.

Ron Bansky
715 Central Avenue Suite 10
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Feature is optional and subject to terms and conditions.  Available in select states now and in most states by
1/31/06 (subject to regulatory approval where required).Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance
Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ  © 2007 Allstate Insurance Company.

Safe Driving Bonus.
Get up to 5% toward your renewal bill for every 6
months of good driving, on top of any discounts.

(800) 554-6964

Westfield
Sunday, January 27, Terrance Nelson,

27, of Elizabeth was arrested on an out-
standing warrant from Elizabeth follow-
ing a motor-vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Hort Street. He was released after
posting $500 bail.

Monday, January 28, Sybil Darby, 42,
of Westfield was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield warrant. She was unable to
post $355 bail and later was transported to
the Union County jail pending a court
appearance.

Tuesday, January 29, Paul Flores, 26,
of North Plainfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a
Westfield warrant. He was released after
posting $99 bail.

Tuesday, January 29, Lorrie Mortarulo,
40, of Westfield was arrested on the 600
block of Cumberland Street and charged
with theft by deception, theft of a credit
card, use of a stolen credit card and pos-
session of crack cocaine. Bail on these
charges was $2,500.

Mortarulo also was held on a shoplift-
ing charge out of Watchung, with bail of
$2,000, and a Bridgewater warrant, with
bail of $968. She was committed to the
Union County jail in lieu of bail.

Scotch Plains
Friday, February 1, an employee of a

Route 22 business reported that someone
painted graffiti on the side of a school.

Saturday, February 2, Michael
Cornacchia, 18, of Scotch Plains and
Timothy Leischer, 18, also of Scotch
Plains, were arrested and charged with
possession of marijuana after police re-
sponded to a report of individuals urinat-
ing on the front lawn of a residence.

According to police, were transported
to headquarters where they were pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, February 2, a resident of
Ramapo Way reported that someone ob-
tained his debit card information without
authorization and withdrew several hun-
dred dollars from his account.

Sunday, February 3, a resident of Swans
Mill Road reported being assaulted by a
friend in the parking lot of her apartment
complex. According to police, the victim
does not know why the friend punched
her.

Sunday, February 3, Frederick Bryant,
51, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with obstruction of justice after police
said he attempted to hide under her dash-
board to avoid talking to an officer who
pulled her over for a traffic violation.
According to police, Bryant was trans-
ported to police headquarters where he
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, February 3, Brian Goeke, 28,
of Trenton was arrested and charged with
disorderly conduct after police said he
attempted to push a police officer and
yelled obscenities after being stopped for
a motor-vehicle violation.

Fanwood
Wednesday, January 30, a South Av-

enue business owner reported that a dis-
gruntled patron smashed the glass front
door of his business. According to police,
the individual has been identified and
charges are pending.

Sometime between Thursday, January
31 at 9 p.m. and 7 a.m. Friday, February
1, a business on South Avenue reported
that someone broke into the soda machine
outside the business and stole and un-
known amount of change from the ma-
chine.

Friday, February 1, Fritzner F.
Estiverne, 35, of Edison, was arrested on
an outstanding Fanwood warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop.

Friday, February 1, Dena Verrico, 20,
of Morristown was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) af-
ter being stopped for erratic driving and
driving with severe damage to her vehicle
on Russell Road. According to police, she
was transported to headquarters where

she was processed and released.
Friday, February 1, Heriberto Lopez,

27, of Newark was arrested for an out-
standing Bloomfield warrant after a mo-
tor-vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Saturday, February 2, Peter J. Kowal,
21, of Rahway was arrested and charged
with DWI, possession of marijuana, pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS) in a vehicle, and possession
of an open container of alcohol in a ve-
hicle after a motor-vehicle stop for erratic
driving on Portland Avenue.

Jeremy W. Hall, 21, of Roselle, a pas-
senger in the vehicle was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana and
having an open container of alcohol in a
vehicle. Reygustin Montesdeoca, 20, of
Woodbridge, a passenger in the vehicle,
was arrested and charged with possession
of marijuana, possession of an open con-
tainer of alcohol in a vehicle, as well as
possession of alcohol under the age of 21.
All three individuals were processed and
released to a responsible adult.

Saturday, February 2, Anthony L. Ball,
51, of Garwood was arrested on outstand-
ing warrants out of East Orange,
Westfield, and Newark after a motor-
vehicle stop on South Avenue. Accord-
ing to police, he was also charged with
possession of heroin, possession of a CDS,
possession of a CDS paraphernalia and
hindering apprehension. Ball is being held
on $12,000 bail after being transported to
the Union County jail, police said.

Sunday, February 3, Brian Fitzgerald,
27, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor-vehicle stop.
According to police, he was transported
to headquarters where he was processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Monday, February 4, Charles G. Diggs,
44, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor-vehicle stop on
Terrill Road. According to police, he was
transported to headquarters where he was
processed and released to a responsible
adult.

Monday, February 4, Chukwudi N.
Nwosu, 27, of Orange was arrested for an
outstanding Orange warrant after a mo-
tor-vehicle stop.

Monday, February 4, Charone S. Shiv-
ers, 4, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Fanwood warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop.

Mountainside
Friday, February 1, a resident of Sunny

Slope Drive reported that someone broke
into his vehicle and attempted to steal the
radio. According to police, another ve-
hicle parked unlocked in the driveway
was also rummaged through and the radio
was pulled out from its original position
but not removed.

Friday, February 1, Altarese K. Wil-
son, 31, of Newark, was arrested at the
Bergen County jail for an outstanding
Mountainside warrant in the amount of
$900.

Saturday, February 2, Sara J. Garcia-
Maury, 47, of Paterson, was arrested for
driving with a suspended license after
being stopped for failure to observe a
traffic signal. She was also charged with
an outstanding warrant out of Newark in
the amount of $531.

Saturday, February 2, Jorge L. Lopez-
Ramirez, 33, of Plainfield was arrested
for an outstanding warrant out of Cranford
in the amount of $100.

Sunday, February 3, Adham El-
Sherbeini, 21, of Westfield, was arrested
for an outstanding warrant out of
Mountainside in the amount of $839. He
was transported to headquarters by the
Roselle Police Department.

Sunday, February 3, a resident of Stony
Brook Lane reported that as the Giants
went in for what would be the winning
touchdown in a 17-14 win over the 18-0
New England Patriots in Super Bowl XLII,
he jumped off the couch in amazement
and injured his right knee. According to
police, he was transported to Overlook
Hospital by the Rescue Squad.

with partial removal of a wall along Ms.
Marsella’s property.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh said
he would make the final decision to
remove any plantings, if he deemed it
unsafe.

Some members of the public whis-
pered in detest of uprooting plant life.

Dennis Hudacsko, a planner testify-
ing for the opponents, also came before
the board again. He presented drawings
to the board showing his mathematical
methods of determining the rear prop-
erty line and the property as a corner lot
with frontage on East Broad Street,
totaling 17.98 square feet.

In his previous testimony, he dis-
agreed with the applicant’s planner
Elizabeth McKenzie’s statement of the
property only having frontage on
Wychwood Road, which she said had a
frontage of 300 feet.

He also reiterated his statement of
Wychwood being identified as a his-
toric site within Westfield’s master plan.

The applicant’s attorney tried to dis-
prove that the area is historic with pho-
tographs of new or redeveloped homes
that are of different styles of the home
originally built for Wychwood. His pic-

tures showed homes of Craftsman,
Spanish, Machine Age and other styles.

Mr. Hudacsko said it is “a small
bearing” on the significance of the in-
tent of the original Wychwood devel-
opment.

Builder, and brother of Ms. Marsella,
Frank Marsella, said there were 30 new
homes added to the initial 287 homes in
Wychwood since 1938.

Betty List, of the Westfield Historic
Preservation Commission, is expected
to make comments at the next board
meeting. She voiced her protest in a
letter to the editor in The Westfield
Leader’s December 21, 2006
edition:“Westfield’s rich, diverse his-
toric architecture helps to define the
character of our community and has
attracted many new homeowners to our
beautiful town. Subdividing - and worse
yet, demolishing – some of our land-
mark properties can only result in ir-
reparable loss for everyone.”

The public hearing on the applica-
tion will occur at the Monday, March 3,
meeting at 7:30 p.m. All members of
the public can make comments regard-
ing this case. The board plans to vote at
that time.

funded liabilities adds up to a debt of
$45,000 per household, the Governor
reported.

The Governor said his proposed non-
profit, public benefit corporation (PBC)
would manage the day-to-day opera-
tions of the toll roads, but not own the
roads. The PBC would pay $40 billion
to the state now for the right to all of the
highway tolls over the next 75 years.

The Governor said $16 billion of the
$40 billion from the PBC would imme-
diately be spent to reduce bonded debt
(currently $32 billion), with the re-
mainder spent to expand highways and
for construction of a second commuter
rail tunnel under the Hudson River, as
well as fixing bridges and resurfacing
roadways.

The new PBC would have its own
independent, non-political board of di-
rectors, with oversight by the attorney
general and a citizens’ oversight board,
the Governor explained.

Members of the audience raised con-
cerns regarding oversight of the rev-
enues to ensure that the PBC does not
become another bankrupt entity like
the New Jersey Schools Construction
Corporation (SCC). The Governor ac-
knowledged that the state has no way to
account for where the $8 billion of the
SCC funds went.

The Governor said, “There is no
general obligation…there’s no moral
obligation on the part of the State of
New Jersey for the debt of the PBC.”

Governor Corzine also promised a
frequent-driver program to offset the
burden of the proposed toll increases
on small businesses and frequent com-
muters.

The Governor said that toll rates in
New Jersey have not kept pace with
inflation. He also said average tolls in
New Jersey are considerably lower than
the average toll costs of driving on
major highways in other states.

He said other options to his plan
would be an across-the-board, 20-per-
cent increase in income tax, a 30-per-

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
FOR A GOOD CAUSE…More than 900 inches or 75 feet of hair was cut on
Sunday from 90 donors at Guillotine Salon and Spa in Westfield as part of Jill
Pate’s Girl Scout Gold Award to donate hair to Locks of Love. Locks of Love
provides hairpieces to financially disadvantaged children under the age of 18
suffering from loss of hair due to medical conditions and/or treatments.

‘starter home’ a thing of the past.”
The report also specified that out-

ward expansion of the size and scale of
typical homes has “pushed develop-
ment beyond acceptable limits – even
though, most often, it occurs within the
maximum allowances of our existing
ordinances.”

Therefore, in order to address the
issue of expansion, the committee fo-
cused its attention on potential amend-
ments to the land-use ordinance, the
principal tool that defines the amount
of land required and how large a house
can be within each residential zone.

Specifically, the committee recom-
mended the following changes.

Implementing a “sliding-scale
model” to determine height – This pro-
posal would mandate that homes could
range from a maximum of 32 feet in an
RS-6 zone to 35 feet in an RS-40 zone.
(RS stands for residential single-fam-
ily, and the number correlates to area;
for example, a house in an RS-6 zone
would have a minimum lot area of
6,000 square feet.)

“Wide lot, tall house. Narrow lot,
shorter house,” Mr. Heinbokel summa-
rized, repeating a line from last week.

Introducing a 22-foot maximum-
eave-height limitation – Mr. Heinbokel
identified roof height as “the most im-
portant element in establishing a verti-
cal scale.” Mr. Heinbokel said. “By
establishing a maximum height at which
the leading edge of the roof begins, our
intent was to lower the perceived height
of the roof.”

A 25-foot limitation on the length of
any continuous building wall adjacent
to a side-yard property line – Mr.
Heinbokel said the intent is to “enhance
the visual appeal of structures by re-
quiring surface variation,” thereby
“minimizing the monolithic look of
excessively large walls.”

Mr. Heinbokel called this measure
“one of the more important elements”
of the taskforce’s report.

Simplifying Floor Area Ratio (FAR)
– Last week, Mr. Heinbokel deemed
FAR “an area of great controversy.” He
said the taskforce worked to simplify
FAR, which takes into account the “vol-
ume of living space that covers a lot.”
Mr. Heinbokel said what had existed
before was “too difficult to understand
and calculate.” FAR did not count un-
heated two- and three-car attached ga-
rages or unheated attic space, which
“inflates the bulk of a structure.”

The group worked to eliminate the
various exemptions and rework FAR to
measure from the exterior, not interior,
walls of structures.

Lowering the number of allowable
stories from three to 2.5 – The group
also “redefined” the maximum number
of stories, currently set at three. The
group decided to reduce the permitted
number of stories to “2.5” in all resi-
dential zones. The “half-story,” by new
definition, would have a floor area that
is less than or equal to one-third of the
gross floor area of the floor below.

Increasing the role of the Architec-
tural Review Board – Because land-
use law specifically grants “exclu-
sive authority” to the planning board
and board of adjustment in planning
and zoning matters, the role of the
architectural-review board was ren-
dered “advisory” in capacity. How-
ever, the taskforce recommends ex-
panding the role of the architectural-
review board to allow for the volun-
tary review of all submitted building
plans. The board would make recom-
mendations for design changes to help
encourage building proportions that

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Corzine / NJ Fiscal Crisis
cent increase in sales tax or a 45- to 50-
cent gas tax on every gallon of gasoline.
Along with this, he said annual spend-
ing cuts of $2.5 billion would be neces-
sary in addition to denying $2.5 billion
in increases in this year’s budget.

The Governor said he believed these
other options were bad for the economy
and could damage the ability of gov-
ernment to adequately provide services.
He repeated his statement from his
State of the State address, “Pigs will fly
over the Statehouse before there’s a
realistic level of new taxes or spending
cuts that can fix this mess.”

Members of the public suggested
raising fees and taxes, raising the gaso-
line tax or a graduated state income tax
to replace the property tax system.

Several citizens criticized the Gover-
nor for not adequately responding to
their attempts to contact his office, but
now claiming his office was open to
suggestions and input from citizens.

One audience member stated that
this proposal sounded like a done deal,
despite the Governor’s request for other
suggestions to solve the state’s fiscal
problems.

In his presentation, the Governor said
that the average trip on the Turnpike
currently costs $1.21. Under the pro-
posed schedule, that same trip would
increase to $2.05 in 2010, $3.46 by
2014, $5.84 by 2018, $9.86 by 2022
and $12.50 by 2033, plus the cost of
inflation.

Breaking down the projected rev-
enues that the toll increases will gener-
ate, the Governor outlined the proceeds
as follows: $10 billion to eliminate
existing debt on the toll roads and to
create the appropriate bond reserves;
$4 billion in a capital reserve for toll
road improvements and road-widen-
ing; an upfront payment in the range of
$18 to $24 billion to reduce state debt
and fund transportation improvements.

This town hall-style meeting was the
sixth of the Governor’s scheduled 21
appearances – one for each county.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Gatehouse Deliberations
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Land-use Taskforce
are compatible with the surrounding
neighborhood.

Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca called
the report “impressive” and said the
results would “maintain the character
of the town in a way that is workable
and balanced.”

During the subsequent question-and-
answer session, Westfield resident Paris
Takonis asked the taskforce when the
recommendations would be finalized.
Code Review and Town Property Com-
mittee Chairman Jim Foerst estimated
between March and April 2008.

Mr. Takonis then asked if the new
rules would apply to people who ob-
tained building permits recently.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren said,
to date, the group had not addressed
circumstances such as these; however,
he said that those who currently have
building permits and approved plans
would “probably be grand-fathered in”
under the former land-use rules. How-
ever, he recommended that the new
rules apply in situations where owners
currently have permits and construc-
tion has not begun, and owners wait for
an extended period of time. He said
there must be a safeguard against those
who wish to “warehouse” a permit and
then seek to be absolved of new restric-
tions.

Reached after the meeting, Mr. Foerst
said the “gray issue” of how and when
to apply the new standards to upcoming
redevelopment would be a “major part
of discussion in the Code Review Com-
mittee.”

Jacquie Brevard, representing
WECARE (Westfielders Concerned
About Responsible Development), read
a written statement to the council. She
said WECARE is “encouraged that,
through these recommendations, we
will begin to see visible changes in our
neighborhoods and our community as
a whole. For some neighborhoods, these
recommendations come too late. For
others, these recommendations can have
a positive, long-term impact on neigh-
borhoods that are subject to change
through [principles] that reflect respon-
sible development.”

She added, “We do not view this
report as the final product; rather, we
see it as a solid foundation to build upon
in the future.”

The public may continue to weigh in
on the policy recommendations until
February 26 by e-mailing
landuse@westfieldnj.gov. Following
that period, the land-use taskforce will
consider all comments and conduct a
follow-up report at another public meet-
ing before the recommendations reach
the Code Review Committee.

In a separate matter, last week, Fi-
nance Committee Chairman Sal
Caruana gave an update on how new
tax caps affect the town.

In 2008, municipal-tax increases are
capped at 4 percent. The 2007 tax levy
came in at $21 million; factoring in the
new cap, Westfield can only raise that
figure by a maximum of $810,000 in
2008.

“Pensions are not part of the for-
mula,” Mr. Caruana said. “However,
the RVSA (Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority) and the library increases are
part of it.”

Those two items alone will represent
a $510,000 spike this year. When sub-
tracting that figure from the $810,000
cap and factoring in other necessities,
Mr. Caruana said the town only has a
“$250,000 cushion” with which to work.

“Two-thirds of that 4 percent will be
taken up by two items that we don’t
control,” he said.

McCain, Clinton Win
New Jersey Pres. Primary
By RAYNOR DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — On a night that saw U.S.
Senator John McCain pad his delegate lead
with wins in California and New York, and
Senator Hillary Clinton and Senator Barack
Obama split states and delegates, Sen.
McCain and Sen. Clinton were victorious in
New Jersey. Thirty-seven percent or 99,481
of Union County’s 263,756 registered vot-
ers participated in the Presidential Primary.

The total delegate count, as of press
deadline yesterday, for the Democratic Presi-
dential nomination had Sen. Clinton with a
900-824 edge over Sen. Obama, according
to realclearpolitics.com. A total of 2,205
delegates are needed for the party’s nomi-
nation.

Sen. McCain had a lead of 604-224 over
former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Rom-
ney. Former Arkansas Governor Mike
Huckabee had 187 delegates. A total of
1,192 delegates are needed for the GOP
nomination.

Sen. McCain nearly doubled Mr.
Romney’s vote total, taking 55 percent of
the vote and earning all 52 of New Jersey’s
delegates in the “winner-take-all” Republi-
can primary. Sen. Clinton’s victory took 54
percent of the vote, compared with 44 per-
cent for Sen. Obama. Under the Democratic
primary rules, New Jersey’s delegates will
be distributed in proportion to these per-
centages.

On the Democratic side, Sen. Obama
won Westfield over Sen. Clinton, 2,515-
2,296; Scotch Plains, 2,015-1,597; and
Fanwood, 675-536. Sen. Clinton won
Mountainside, 441-370; and Garwood, 298-
140.

For the GOP, Sen. McCain won Westfield
with 1,880 votes to Mr. Romney’s 972
tallies and Mr. Huckabee’s 124 ballots. The
results in Mountainside were Sen. McCain,
453; Mr. Romney, 325; Mr. Huckabee, 47.
Sen. McCain took Scotch Plains with 1,193
tallies to Mr. Romney’s 560 and Mr.
Huckabee’s 127. Fanwood voters gave Sen.
McCain 393 votes, Mr. Romney 249 tallies
and Mr. Huckabee 45 votes. Sen. McCain
won Garwood with 145 votes to 68 tallies
for Mr. Romney and 31 votes for Mr.
Huckabee.

According to election results, turnouts
were 41 percent in Westfield, 38 percent in
Mountainside, 39 percent in Scotch Plains,
41 percent in Fanwood and 29 percent in
Garwood.

Neither result produced much surprise

from local party leaders. Phil Morin, chair-
man of the Union County Republican Com-
mittee, said he felt Sen. McCain benefited
from the support of former New York Mayor
Rudy Giuliani, who dropped his presiden-
tial bid last week.

“The Senator’s biggest competition was
Mayor Giuliani, and once he got out of the
race, all those voters probably went to Sena-
tor McCain,” Mr. Morin said. “It was ex-
pected to be a strong victory, and it was.”

Although he was not surprised by Sen.
Clinton’s victory, Assemblyman Joe Cryan,
(LD-20, Union), chairman of the Demo-
cratic State Committee, said he was pleased
with the voter turnout. More than one-
million voters cast their ballots in the Demo-
cratic primary, and Assemblyman Cryan
said he believes this is an indicator of the
party’s strength.

“The one surprise for us was the amount
of turnout,” Assemblyman Cryan said.
“They’ll be over a million, or close to, that
voted today. That’s the largest in history.
That was really good news for the party.”

With nearly 60 percent of New Jersey’s
voters not registered with either major po-
litical party (including almost 142,000 vot-
ers in Union County alone), appealing to
unaffiliated voters was a key strategy on
both sides.

For Republicans, Mr. Morin said that
their strategy boiled down to reaching out to
unaffiliated voters “more than anything,
just to remind them of the fact that there
[was] a presidential primary on February
5.”

With New Jersey, a semi-open primary,
there was some confusion over the ability of
unaffiliated voters to participate. Although
voters needed to be a party member to
participate in Tuesday’s primaries, unaffili-
ated voters had the option of declaring their
party affiliation that day.

“A lot of what we’ve been doing is
simply getting out the world to unaffiliated
voters that they can vote in the primary,”
said Kimberly Allen, a spokesperson for the
Obama campaign. “That’s a big key in
reaching them.”

A total of 121,748 votes were cast in
Union County, according to the county
website. Sen. McCain won handily, taking
57 percent of the vote compared with 29
percent for Mr. Romney. On the Demo-
cratic side, Sen. Obama carried the county
by three points over Sen. Clinton, 51 to 48
percent, respectively.

Paul J. Peyton contributed to this report.
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David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHEN PIGS FLY...Governor Jon Corzine stands next to a slide depicting an animated figure of a pig in emphasizing a quote
from his January 8 State of the State Address. In the speech, he said “pigs will fly over the Statehouse before there’s a realistic
level of new taxes or spending cuts that can fix this mess.” He made the comment to support his proposals for remedying
the state’s financial problems. See pages six and seven for the full slide presentation.

David Samsky for TheScotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SEEING RED…Dignitaries listen to Governor Jon Corzine detail his financial
restructuring and debt reduction plan last Wednesday at Union County College
in Cranford. Among those seated are Union County College President Thomas
Brown (far left), State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (fourth from left), Assemblyman
Joseph Cryan (LD-20, Union), Assemblymen Eric Munoz (LD-21, Summit), Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) and Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GIANTS WIN...The area virtually shut down Sunday night with house parties
everywhere as fans watch the dramatic Giants victory over the Patriots in Super
Bowl XLII. Guests at the Corbin house celebrate after Eli and the Giants stormed
back for the win.

Bids Expected on Southside
Field Architect in 60 Days

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission will
review bids for an architect for the
Southside Field improvement project
in the near future. The bids will be
submitted for evaluation in the next
30 to 60 days, Recreation Director
Ray Poerio said at Monday night’s
commission meeting.

Once the conceptuals are finalized
by Millburn-based Hatch Mott
MacDonald, the engineering firm
working with the commission, the
bids will be reviewed.

The township has bonded $2 mil-
lion to develop a new artificial turf
and lighted soccer field behind the
southside fire department.

Recreation officials said the reno-
vations are scheduled for completion
by the fall and will be partially funded
from grants that the recreation com-
mission received last year. A concep-
tual grant was supplied by the Union
County freeholders last year and the
recreation department also received
funding for a playground and trees
for the southside field.

“We have $230,000 to $240,000 in
grants to utilize (for the project),” Mr.
Poerio said.

In other business, two Scotch Plains
residents, Mary DeJesso and Elsie

LeStrange, asked the commission to
hire instructors so that senior citizens
could learn how to use the three com-
puters that are available for their use
at the Scotch Hills County Club.

The commission had interviewed
volunteer instructors, but learned that
seniors preferred to use the comput-
ers during the daytime. So, the com-
mission has set aside funds in the
budget for an instructor. The com-
mission did not specify an amount
because the commission has not re-
viewed the budget for their approval.

“We were told we would get an
instructor so that the seniors could
learn. Seniors programs always get
overlooked. We haven’t had new pro-
grams in three to five years,” Ms.
LeStrange said.

“We are doing our best to budget
senior programs and have budgeted
for an instructor,” Mr. Poerio said.

The commission will also begin
field scheduling. “It is always chal-
lenging to organize all the organiza-
tions that come to us. Every year we
have a different schedule and every
year we have construction, so that
also creates more of a challenge,” Mr.
Poerio said.

The commission announced that it
is also hiring maintenance staff. In
other news, softball registration ends
tomorrow, Friday, February 8.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUSINESS SOCIAL...Scotch Plains business people enjoy socializing at the
Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association (SPBPA) party Monday
evening at Mezzogiorno Ristorante on Park Avenue in the township. About 40
members of SPBPA attended the group’s annual New Year Party.

SP Council Urged Not to Enact
Law on Cell Tower Placement
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A cellular
technology consultant told the town-
ship council Tuesday night that en-
acting an ordinance setting out spe-
cific zones where cell phone towers
would be permitted is “probably not
a good idea” because township offi-
cials would end up having less con-
trol over the size and location of such
towers.

Bruce Eisenstein, a professor of
computer and electrical engineering
at Drexel University and a consultant
on cellular technology issues to more
than 80 municipalities, spoke for
nearly two hours with council mem-
bers as well as two members of the
township zoning board of adjustment,
chairman Jim Fawcett and Jim Pate at
Tuesday night’s council meeting.

Mr. Eisenstein first provided an
overview of the history of cellular
technology leading up to the 1996
federal Telecommunications Act,
which he said, “opened up the market
for the cell phone industry in the
U.S.”

He noted that Congress had in-
cluded provisions in that law that
prohibited municipalities from ban-
ning cell towers outright or discrimi-
nating against cell phone companies.
Mr. Eisenstein said after “years of
investigating by the FCC” determined
no health threats from cell towers,
Congress also prohibited municipali-
ties, specifically local land use boards,
from considering environmental
health effects when considering cell
tower applications.

Amendments to the 1996 law ex-
panded the uses of cell phones, to

where they’re “becoming less phones
and more computers,” Mr. Eisenstein
said, pointing to increased text mes-
saging, Internet access, camera and
video in recent years.

Mayor Martin Marks asked Mr.
Eisenstein about the pros and cons of
enacting a local ordinance specifying

where in Scotch Plains cell towers
can and cannot be situated. Presently,
cell towers are not a permitted use in
any zone in the township, meaning
that all proposals to erect a tower
need a use variance approval by the
zoning board.

Mr. Eisenstein said the use vari-
ance requirement means the zoning
board “is the control valve” for where
towers are built. Enacting an ordi-
nance, he said, could mean cell phone
companies wishing to build a tower
in a permitted zone would only need
a construction permit — and no other
approvals or a public presentation —
before proceeding. And if a cell phone
company wanted to locate a tower in
a non-permitted zone, it would have

to file a use variance application with
the zoning board, which could find it
difficult to deny if a plausible case
was made that signal coverage in that
zone would be strengthened.

These situations created by an or-
dinance, Mr. Eisenstein told the coun-
cil, means local authorities would

“lose all practical control” over where
towers are located. “You have more
control now” by compelling cell pro-
viders to appear before the zoning
board for every application.

Mayor Marks agreed, saying such
an ordinance “may be doing more
harm than good” by giving residents
“a false sense of security” about where
towers will be placed.

The mayor asked Mr. Fawcett and
Mr. Pate to speak with their zoning
board colleagues about retaining Mr.
Eisenstein as their professional ex-
pert for future cell tower applica-
tions.

Mr. Eisenstein said his role would
be to “look at an application and tell
[the board] what I think of it.”

Fanwood Wants to Unveil
Budget by Early March

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council hope
to introduce the proposed municipal
budget within a few weeks.

In an interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times at Borough
Hall Tuesday evening, Mayor Mahr
said, “We’re facing a deadline of early
March [in order to be eligible to sub-
mit] an extraordinary municipal aid
application.”

The borough has applied for – and
received – state aid dedicated to prop-
erty tax relief for the past few years;
last year, Fanwood received $325,000
in “extraordinary aid,” helping to limit
the tax increase for local residents.

Adopted last August after a long
wait for word from the state about the
fate of the borough’s aid application,
Fanwood’s current $8.3-million mu-
nicipal budget, with nearly $4.6 mil-
lion covered by property taxes, re-
sulted in a 4.3 percent increase in the
total (municipal, school and county)
tax rate.

This year, Mayor Mahr said she
directed municipal department heads
to look at “a number of scenarios”
with an eye toward reducing their
budgets by up to 5 percent.

“We didn’t want to look at a flat
budget this year,” Mayor Mahr said.
“A frozen or a flat budget is not an
exercise I wanted to go through,” she
said, pointing to anticipated increases
in insurance, pension, and other ex-
penses generally beyond the
borough’s control.

The borough’s chief financial of-
ficer, Fred Tomkins, met with depart-
ment heads as they analyzed line items

and prepared their proposed spend-
ing plans, which “we just got back
from the departments,” Mayor Mahr
said.

The next step will be for the mayor
and council to hold a series of six or
more special meetings, tentatively
scheduled to begin February 11, at
which the borough will begin to actu-
ally put the proposed budget together.

Although six council budget meet-
ings have been scheduled so far
through late March, borough clerk
Eleanor McGovern said, “There might
be other [meeting] dates added [and],
they’ll all be advertised.”

“February will be a very busy month
for us,” the mayor added.

 Mayor Mahr said last month she
was planning to form a citizens’ bud-
get review committee and asked local
residents to submit resumes.

However, with the early March
budget introduction deadline fast ap-
proaching and only two resumes re-
ceived so far, the mayor said there
might not be enough time this year
for such a review.

“I don’t need a dog-and-pony show;
I need a substantive and significant
[budget] review process,” Mayor
Mahr said.

“I’d like to bring in our citizens and
engage them in the budget process,”
she said.

“I’d like to get out there more and
hopefully bring [a budget review com-
mittee] on for 2009,” she said, adding
that she would like participants to be
able to have a “significant length of
time” to study the budget.

“We take this very serious because
it’s the number one issue in every
campaign,” the mayor said.

Corzine Tells of NJ Fiscal Crisis;
Proposes Debt Restructuring Plan

By DEBBIE MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – New Jersey Gover-
nor Jon Corzine described the current
debt situation as a “financial crisis”
which has thrust the state into virtual
bankruptcy. He said the state has a
total of $115 billion in liability, in-
cluding $32 billion in bonded debt,
and $60 billion in unsupported
healthcare obligations for government
employees and retirees, including
teachers, police, firefighters, judges
and many others, which is growing at
10 percent per annum.

An overflow crowd of citizens and
public officials filled the 600-seat
Roy Smith Theatre at Union County

College in Cranford January 30 to
hear the Governor, while others lis-
tened in an overflow room. After the
Governor’s half-hour presentation,
dozens of citizens stepped up to the
microphones to ask questions, make
statements, provide recommenda-
tions, criticize the Governor’s plan to
remedy matters and criticize state
government in Trenton.

Using an overhead presentation of
pie charts and graphs (shown on pages
six and seven of this edition and on
the Internet at goleader.com), Gover-
nor Corzine described the problem
and summarized his four-pronged fis-
cal plan for state government, which
included: freezing current spending,

limiting future spending to not ex-
ceed revenue, using future toll col-
lections for present day use and lim-
iting future unfunded borrowing by
requiring voter authorization.

The most controversial, extraordi-
nary element of the Governor’s fi-
nancial restructuring and debt reduc-
tion plan calls for the formation of a
“Public Benefit Corporation (PBC)”
which would sell $40 billion in bonds
to produce funds this year to pay a
portion of the $32 billion of current
bonded state debt and finance new
transportation projects. In exchange,
the PBC would be given the tolls for
the next 75 years from the state’s
major highways. In the proposal, the
tolls would be increased 800 percent
over the next 12 years (with addi-
tional increases thereafter indexed to
inflation). The tolls would apply to
the Garden State Parkway, the New
Jersey Turnpike, the Atlantic City
Expressway and a segment of Route
440.

According to Governor Corzine,
the liability for health care and pen-
sions is further aggravated as half of
the government work force is 50 or
more years old, and will be entering
the retirement system soon.

During the two-hour public re-
sponse session, Union County resi-
dents approached the microphone to
voice their grievances that they were
being taxed into debt to pay for dis-
parate and unfair pension and medi-
cal benefits for public employees.
Speakers were assertive and at times
contemptuous. Many of the citizens
told the Governor that the state must
cut spending and stop increasing taxes
and tolls. A Cranford small business
owner claimed the proposed toll in-
creases would devastate his food de-
livery business. A Summit resident
said he is having difficulty paying his
mortgage now, and that the Governor’s
plan leaves him little choice.

A Fanwood resident called for
privatizing the schools or consolidat-
ing and restructuring the 600 or so
school districts in the state. The Gover-
nor said he would welcome discus-
sion to help make this happen.

Several citizens suggested renego-
tiating public employee contracts to
bring those benefits more in line with
those of the private sector, and where
employees must contribute. One
teacher voiced her objection that her
contract was not being honored be-
cause she was being asked to pay a
portion of her health care benefits.

The Governor said those contracts
were negotiated by previous admin-
istrations, adding that he did not be-
lieve the solution lay in reneging on
those promises. He said his adminis-
tration was the first to require public
employees to contribute to their ben-
efits going into the future (1.5 percent
of salary). A Summit resident coun-
tered that his private-sector job, for
benefits and retirement, requires him
to contribute 25 percent of his salary.

The Governor said the current
bonded debt of $32 billion would

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PRIME CHOICE...Scotch Plains resident makes selection in private, voting at the
Scotch Plains Library in the first-ever February Presidential Primary Election in
New Jersey on Tuesday, February 5. See story on page 12.
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Christina Hinke for TheScotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN OPPOSITION…Charles Silverstein, left, traffic safety engineer for those
residents opposing a subdivision on Canterbury Road, speaks in opposition to the
location of a new driveway in the building plans before the Westfield Planning
Board on Monday night. The application calls for adding to the existing “Little
Gatehouse” and construction of a new home on the property. Pictured on the dais,
from left to right, are: board attorney Russell Finestein, board chairman Vincent
Wilt and board member Anthony Attanasio.

Westfield
Sunday, January 27, Terrance Nelson,

27, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding warrant from Elizabeth
following a motor-vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Hort Street. He was re-
leased after posting $500 bail.

Monday, January 28, Sybil Darby,
42, of Westfield was arrested at
Plainfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield warrant. She was
unable to post $355 bail and later was
transported to the Union County jail
pending a court appearance.

Tuesday, January 29, Paul Flores, 26,
of North Plainfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a
Westfield warrant. He was released af-
ter posting $99 bail.

Tuesday, January 29, Lorrie
Mortarulo, 40, of Westfield was ar-
rested on the 600 block of Cumberland
Street and charged with theft by decep-
tion, theft of a credit card, use of a
stolen credit card and possession of
crack cocaine. Bail on these charges
was $2,500.

Mortarulo also was held on a shop-
lifting charge out of Watchung, with
bail of $2,000, and a Bridgewater war-
rant, with bail of $968. She was com-
mitted to the Union County jail in lieu
of bail.

Scotch Plains
Friday, February 1, an employee of a

Route 22 business reported that some-
one painted graffiti on the side of a
school.

Saturday, February 2, Michael
Cornacchia, 18, of Scotch Plains and
Timothy Leischer, 18, also of Scotch
Plains, were arrested and charged with
possession of marijuana after police
responded to a report of individuals
urinating on the front lawn of a resi-
dence.

According to police, were transported
to headquarters where they were pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, February 2, a resident of
Ramapo Way reported that someone
obtained his debit card information
without authorization and withdrew
several hundred dollars from his ac-
count.

Sunday, February 3, a resident of
Swans Mill Road reported being as-
saulted by a friend in the parking lot of
her apartment complex. According to
police, the victim does not know why
the friend punched her.

Sunday, February 3, Frederick
Bryant, 51, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with obstruction of justice
after police said he attempted to hide
under her dashboard to avoid talking to
an officer who pulled her over for a
traffic violation. According to police,
Bryant was transported to police head-
quarters where he was processed and
released after posting bail.

Sunday, February 3, Brian Goeke,
28, of Trenton was arrested and charged
with disorderly conduct after police
said he attempted to push a police of-
ficer and yelled obscenities after being
stopped for a motor-vehicle violation.

Fanwood
Wednesday, January 30, a South Av-

enue business owner reported that a
disgruntled patron smashed the glass
front door of his business. According to
police, the individual has been identi-
fied and charges are pending.

Sometime between Thursday, Janu-
ary 31 at 9 p.m. and 7 a.m. Friday,
February 1, a business on South Avenue
reported that someone broke into the
soda machine outside the business and
stole and unknown amount of change
from the machine.

Friday, February 1, Fritzner F.
Estiverne, 35, of Edison, was arrested
on an outstanding Fanwood warrant
after a motor-vehicle stop.

Friday, February 1, Dena Verrico,
20, of Morristown was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after being stopped for erratic
driving and driving with severe damage
to her vehicle on Russell Road. Accord-
ing to police, she was transported to

headquarters where she was processed
and released.

Friday, February 1, Heriberto Lopez,
27, of Newark was arrested for an out-
standing Bloomfield warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Saturday, February 2, Peter J. Kowal,
21, of Rahway was arrested and charged
with DWI, possession of marijuana,
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) in a vehicle, and pos-
session of an open container of alcohol
in a vehicle after a motor-vehicle stop
for erratic driving on Portland Avenue.

Jeremy W. Hall, 21, of Roselle, a
passenger in the vehicle was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana and having an open container of
alcohol in a vehicle. Reygustin
Montesdeoca, 20, of Woodbridge, a
passenger in the vehicle, was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana, possession of an open container
of alcohol in a vehicle, as well as pos-
session of alcohol under the age of 21.
All three individuals were processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Saturday, February 2, Anthony L.
Ball, 51, of Garwood was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of East Or-
ange, Westfield, and Newark after a
motor-vehicle stop on South Avenue.
According to police, he was also
charged with possession of heroin, pos-
session of a CDS, possession of a CDS
paraphernalia and hindering apprehen-
sion. Ball is being held on $12,000 bail
after being transported to the Union
County jail, police said.

Sunday, February 3, Brian Fitzgerald,
27, of Fanwood was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor-ve-
hicle stop. According to police, he was
transported to headquarters where he
was processed and released to a respon-
sible adult.

Monday, February 4, Charles G.
Diggs, 44, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with DWI after a motor-
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. According
to police, he was transported to head-
quarters where he was processed and
released to a responsible adult.

Monday, February 4, Chukwudi N.
Nwosu, 27, of Orange was arrested for
an outstanding Orange warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop.

Monday, February 4, Charone S.
Shivers, 4, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding Fanwood warrant after
a motor-vehicle stop.

Mountainside
Friday, February 1, a resident of

Sunny Slope Drive reported that some-
one broke into his vehicle and attempted
to steal the radio. According to police,
another vehicle parked unlocked in the
driveway was also rummaged through
and the radio was pulled out from its
original position but not removed.

Friday, February 1, Altarese K. Wil-
son, 31, of Newark, was arrested at the
Bergen County jail for an outstanding
Mountainside warrant in the amount of
$900.

Saturday, February 2, Sara J. Garcia-
Maury, 47, of Paterson, was arrested
for driving with a suspended license
after being stopped for failure to ob-
serve a traffic signal. She was also
charged with an outstanding warrant
out of Newark in the amount of $531.

Saturday, February 2, Jorge L. Lopez-
Ramirez, 33, of Plainfield was arrested
for an outstanding warrant out of
Cranford in the amount of $100.

Sunday, February 3, Adham El-
Sherbeini, 21, of Westfield, was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant out of
Mountainside in the amount of $839.
He was transported to headquarters by
the Roselle Police Department.

Sunday, February 3, a resident of
Stony Brook Lane reported that as the
Giants went in for what would be the
winning touchdown in a 17-14 win
over the 18-0 New England Patriots in
Super Bowl XLII, he jumped off the
couch in amazement and injured his
right knee. According to police, he was
transported to Overlook Hospital by
the rescue squad.

Plea Deal Fails to Bring
Closure for Victim’s Friend

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD – Stephen Bogart’s
friend, Helen Rentoulis, said this week
that she is not completely satisfied with
the three-year sentence facing Janet
Garcia, Richard Garcia and Lucia
Heinz, all of whom pled guilty last
week for defrauding Westfield resident
Stephen Bogart out of his life savings.

“Unfortunately, I think they got off
way too easy,” said Ms. Rentoulis.

Ms. Rentoulis, owner of Vicki’s
Diner, became friendly with Mr. Bogart
when he began to stop by the diner
twice a day for meals.

It was during one of these visits that
Ms. Rentoulis first met Richard Garcia.
Ms. Rentoulis said that she noticed
something peculiar about the relation-
ship between Mr. Bogart and Mr.
Garcia, who claimed he was helping
Mr. Bogart pay his bills.

“You just get a funny feeling some-
times with people and I never shook it,”
said Ms. Rentoulis.

Ms. Rentoulis’ concern grew when
Mr. Bogart’s diner visits became less
frequent. Ms. Rentoulis said when she
called Mr. Bogart to check on him, he
said that he was fine and was using
groceries that Mr. Garcia had brought

him.
Ms. Rentoulis reached out to police

after Mr. Bogart’s visits to her diner
stopped last year. Soon an investigation
was opened. Police found that Mr.
Garcia had deceived Mr. Bogart, whose
sight was failing, into signing checks
payable to him. The police also found
that Mr. Garcia’s girlfriend, Lucia
Heinz, obtained an ATM card to Mr.
Bogart’s account, and Mr. Garcia con-
vinced Mr. Bogart to grant Janet Garcia,
Mr. Garcia’s mother, power of attorney.

“They were stealing everything that
the man had,” Ms. Rentoulis said. “They
were trying to sell the man’s house…this
could only have ended badly.”

Mr. Garcia, along with his mother
and his girlfriend were indicted in Sep-
tember. Ms. Garcia pled guilty to con-
spiracy to commit theft and Mr. Garcia
and Heinz each pled guilty to two counts
of theft. Sentencing is in April and they
could face up to three years in jail. They
must also repay $120,000, in addition
to some funds already returned, before
sentencing.

 “I don’t think justice was served en-
tirely,” said Ms. Rentoulis. “I’m just
happy that he’s [Mr. Bogart] okay. That
was our only intention. Nothing more,
nothing less.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Governor Tells County of
NJ State Fiscal Crisis

escalate to $36 billion before the next
gubernatorial election in 2009. This
debt is “crowding out education,
health care, property tax relief and
senior services,” he said, and “trans-
lates into $10,200 owed by each and
every household.” In total, the com-
bination of bonded debt and unfunded
liabilities adds up to a debt of $45,000
per household, the Governor reported.

The Governor said his proposed
non-profit, public benefit corporation
(PBC) would manage the day-to-day
operations of the toll roads, but not
own the roads. The PBC would pay
$40 billion to the state now for the
right to all of the highway tolls over
the next 75 years.

The Governor said $16 billion of
the $40 billion from the PBC would
immediately be spent to reduce
bonded debt (currently $32 billion),
with the remainder spent to expand
highways and for construction of a
second commuter rail tunnel under
the Hudson River, as well as fixing
bridges and resurfacing roadways.

The new PBC would have its own
independent, non-political board of
directors, with oversight by the attor-
ney general and a citizens’ oversight
board, the Governor explained.

Members of the audience raised
concerns regarding oversight of the
revenues to ensure that the PBC does
not become another bankrupt entity
like the New Jersey Schools Con-
struction Corporation (SCC). The
Governor acknowledged that the state
has no way to account for where the
$8 billion of the SCC funds went.

The Governor said, “There is no
general obligation…there’s no moral
obligation on the part of the State of
New Jersey for the debt of the PBC.”

Governor Corzine also promised a
frequent-driver program to offset the
burden of the proposed toll increases
on small businesses and frequent com-
muters.

The Governor said that toll rates in
New Jersey have not kept pace with
inflation. He also said average tolls in
New Jersey are considerably lower
than the average toll costs of driving
on major highways in other states.

He said other options to his plan
would be an across-the-board, 20-

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IMPROVEMENTS COMING…Members of the Scotch Plains Recreation Com-
mission discuss the Southside Field improvement project at Monday night’s
meeting.

percent increase in income tax, a 30-
percent increase in sales tax or a 45-
to 50-cent gas tax on every gallon of
gasoline. Along with this, he said
annual spending cuts of $2.5 billion
would be necessary in addition to
denying $2.5 billion in increases in
this year’s budget.

The Governor said he believed these
other options were bad for the
economy and could damage the abil-
ity of government to adequately pro-
vide services. He repeated his state-
ment from his State of the State ad-
dress, “Pigs will fly over the State-
house before there’s a realistic level
of new taxes or spending cuts that can
fix this mess.”

Members of the public suggested
raising fees and taxes, raising the
gasoline tax or a graduated state in-
come tax to replace the property tax
system.

Several citizens criticized the Gov-
ernor for not adequately responding
to their attempts to contact his office,
but now claiming his office was open
to suggestions and input from citi-
zens.

One audience member stated that
this proposal sounded like a done
deal, despite the Governor’s request
for other suggestions to solve the
state’s fiscal problems.

In his presentation, the Governor
said that the average trip on the Turn-
pike currently costs $1.21. Under the
proposed schedule, that same trip
would increase to $2.05 in 2010, $3.46
by 2014, $5.84 by 2018, $9.86 by
2022 and $12.50 by 2033, plus the
cost of inflation.

Breaking down the projected rev-
enues that the toll increases will gen-
erate, the Governor outlined the pro-
ceeds as follows: $10 billion to elimi-
nate existing debt on the toll roads
and to create the appropriate bond
reserves; $4 billion in a capital re-
serve for toll road improvements and
road-widening; an upfront payment
in the range of $18 to $24 billion to
reduce state debt and fund transpor-
tation improvements.

This town hall-style meeting was
the sixth of the Governor’s scheduled
21 appearances – one for each county
in New Jersey.

David Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PEEKING BEAUTIES...Lauren Corbin of Scotch Plains shows the tension with
her mother, Karen Gruman, and the rest of the crowd on Sunday as the Giants are
about to score the winning touchdown in the Super Bowl.

McCain, Clinton Winners
In New Jersey Pres. Primary

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Times

AREA — On a night that saw U.S.
Senator John McCain pad his delegate
lead with wins in California and New
York, and Senator Hillary Clinton and
Senator Barack Obama split states and
delegates, Sen. McCain and Sen.
Clinton were victorious in New Jersey.
Thirty-seven percent or 99,481 of Union
County’s 263,756 registered voters par-
ticipated in the Presidential Primary.

The total delegates count, as of press
deadline yesterday, for the Democratic
Presidential nomination had Sen.
Clinton with a 900-824 edge of Sen.
Obama, according to
realclearpolitics.com. A total of 2,205
delegates are needed for the party’s
nomination.

Sen. McCain had a lead of 604 to 224
over former Massachusetts Governor
Mitt Romney. Former Arkansas Gover-
nor Mike Huckabee had 187 delegates.
A total of 1,192 delegates are needed
for the GOP nomination.

Sen. McCain nearly doubled Mr.
Romney’s vote total, taking 55 percent
of the vote and earning all 52 of New
Jersey’s delegates in the “winner-take-
all” Republican primary. Sen. Clinton’s
victory took 54 percent of the vote,
compared with 44 percent for Sen.
Obama. Under the Democratic primary
rules, New Jersey’s delegates will be
distributed in proportion to these per-
centages.

On the Democratic side, Sen. Obama
won Westfield over Sen. Clinton, 2,515-
2,296; Scotch Plains, 2,015-1,597; and
Fanwood, 675-536. Sen. Clinton won
Mountainside, 441-370; and Garwood,
298-140.

For the GOP, Sen. McCain won
Westfield with 1,880 votes to Mr.
Romney’s 972 tallies and Mike
Huckabee’s 124 ballots. The results in
Mountainside were Sen. McCain, 453;
Mr. Romney, 325; Mr. Huckabee, 47.
Sen. McCain took Scotch Plains with
1,193 tallies to Mr. Romney’s 560 and
Mr. Huckabee’s 127. Fanwood voters
gave Sen. McCain 393 votes, Mr. Rom-
ney 249 tallies and Mr. Huckabee 45
votes. Sen. McCain won Garwood with
145 votes to 68 tallies for Mr. Romney
and 31 votes for Mr. Huckabee.

According to election results, turn-
outs were 41 percent in Westfield, 38
percent in Mountainside, 39 percent in
Scotch Plains, 41 percent in Fanwood
and 29 percent in Garwood.

Neither result produced much sur-
prise from local party leaders. Phil

Morin, chairman of the Union County
Republican Committee, said he felt Mr.
McCain benefited from the support of
former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani,
who dropped his presidential bid last
week.

“The Senator’s biggest competition
was Mayor Giuliani and once he got out
of the race all those voters probably
went to Senator McCain,” Mr. Morin
said. “It was expected to be a strong
victory and it was.”

Although he was not surprised by
Sen. Clinton’s victory, Assemblyman
Joe Cryan, (LD-20, Union), chairman
of the Democratic State Committee,
said he was pleased with the voter turn-
out. More than one million voters cast
their ballots in the Democratic primary,
and Assemblyman Cryan said he be-
lieves this is an indicator of the party’s
strength.

“The one surprise for us was the
amount of turnout,” Assemblyman
Cryan said. “They’ll be over a million,
or close to, that voted today. That’s the
largest in history. That was really good
news for the party.”

With nearly 60 percent of New
Jersey’s voters not registered with ei-
ther major political party (including
almost 142,000 voters in Union County
alone), appealing to unaffiliated voters
was a key strategy on both sides.

For Republicans, Mr. Morin said that
their strategy boiled down to reaching
out to unaffiliated voters “more than
anything, just to remind them of the fact
that they’re [was] a presidential pri-
mary on February 5.”

With New Jersey, a semi-open pri-
mary, there was some confusion over
the ability of unaffiliated voters to par-
ticipate. Although voters needed to be a
party member to participate in
Tuesday’s primaries, unaffiliated vot-
ers had the option of declaring their
party affiliation that day.

“A lot of what we’ve been doing is
simply getting out the world to unaffili-
ated voters that they can vote in the
primary,” said Kimberly Allen, a
spokesperson for the Obama campaign.
“That’s a big key in reaching them.”

A total of 121,748 votes were cast in
Union County, according to the county
website. Sen. McCain won handily, tak-
ing 57 percent of the vote compared
with 29 percent for Mr. Romney. On the
Democratic side, Senator Obama car-
ried the county by three points over
Senator Clinton, 51 to 48 percent, re-
spectively.

Paul J. Peyton contributed to this
report.

WF BOE Discusses Budget,

Approves Teachers’ Pay Hike
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — During its fourth
budget meeting Tuesday, the Westfield
Board of Education discussed its 2008-
2009 proposed $23,578,314 general
education budget, presented by Anita
O’Neal, interim assistant superinten-
dent for curriculum and instruction.

The general education budget for
kindergarten through grade 12, repre-
sents an increase of 2.17 percent over
last year. “This represents 31 percent of
our overall budget,” Business Adminis-
trator Robert Berman said.

Though the total budget increased, no
new staff is proposed. Further, kinder-
garten is losing one staff member from
last year due to the board’s decision to
consolidate classes, officials said.

There is a general flat rate of staff
over last year due to favorable class
sizes, which had no overall significant
change over last year.

Salaries for 2008-2009 are
$23,578,314, which Mr. Berman said
does not include such positions as prin-
cipals or guidance counselors, nor does
it include technology, music and art
teachers. These positions are included
in other budgets.

The board approved a two-year teach-
ers’ contract with the Westfield Educa-
tion Association (WEA) at the meeting
Tuesday night. The contract, effective
July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2010,
provides for an annual increase of 3.9
percent. The previous three-year con-
tract included salary increases of 4 per-
cent, beginning June 30, 2005.

School officials said the new con-
tract is below county and state aver-
ages, which are 4.29 percent and 4.6
percent, respectively.

The proposed budget breakdown is
as follows: elementary, $10,639,675;
intermediate, $5,430,454, and high

school, $8,370,868. All include the cost
of salaries.

The budget item, staff training and
supplies, at the high school budget are
up 400 percent, at $2,250, over the
previous year. Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan said the prior
year only had a cost of $450, which she
said is low. She said a wellness training
session would be added to teach about
the stresses kids are under and how
teachers can help.

Overall, board members said they
feel crunched for time in getting out the
budgets to the state. “This is a difficult
time and the abbreviated schedule is
making it so much worse,” Board Presi-
dent Ginny Leiz said.

The next budget meeting on Tues-
day, February 12, at 8 p.m. will focus on
applications to the state, due Friday,
February 15.

Resident Mary Wisler asked the board
to consider adding a 30-hour driver-
training course for 10th and 11th grad-
ers.

“This is a number one life skill…our
teenagers will use driver training daily,”
said Ms. Wisler. She said the number
one cause of death for teenagers is
driving at excessive speeds.

Ms. Dolan said there are two or three
teachers certified to teach this course.

 However, scheduling conflicts is the
leading reason dissuading the offering
of this course, according to board mem-
ber Alice Hunnicutt.

Board member Anne Riegel said in-
cluding this course on the curricula
“was probably the most seriously ex-
plored than ever before.”

“I don’t think the discussion is over
yet,” Ms. Hunnicutt said.

The BOE announced that nominat-
ing petitions for candidacy to the board
are due by 4 p.m. on February 25.
School elections will be held April 15.

Gateway Chamber Honors
Companies of the Year

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Times

ELIZABETH — “At my age, when
people invite you to a dinner, it’s usu-
ally not to honor you as a small-busi-
ness [owner], it’s a retirement dinner,”
Eric Segal said. “I ain’t retiring, so
thank you.”

Mr. Segal, founder of Security Busi-
ness Solutions, spoke on January 29 at
the Gateway Regional Chamber of
Commerce’s annual dinner meeting.
His company, founded in 2002, was
named the chamber’s Small Business
of the Year.

“He (Segal) has committed so much
of himself to this organization,” said
James Coyle, Gateway Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce president. “I’m re-
ally honored to be able to present him
with the Small Business of the Year
Award.”

The 96th installment of the meeting,
held at the Newark Airport Hotel in
Elizabeth, honored two other busi-
nesses. Wine Library was named Me-
dium-sized Business of the Year, and
Verizon was named Large Business of
the Year.

“It’s their commitment to support
the chamber and their activities to
the larger regional community,” said
Mr. Coyle of the basis of the awards.

Founder Sasha Vaynerchuk and his
son, Gary, accepted the award on behalf
of the Wine Library. With both a store in
Springfield and a website, Wine Li-
brary is able to reach customers through-
out the country with its selection of
liquors and wines.

Additionally, Gary, who serves as
the company’s director of operations,
maintains a vlog (video blog) of his
wine reviews on the Wine Library TV
website. He said his site attracts close
to 40,000 viewers a day.

Mr. Vaynerchuk thanked the employ-
ees of Wine Library for their contribu-
tions to the company during his accep-

tance speech.
“Without them (the Wine Library

family) it would not be possible to
receive this award tonight,” Mr.
Vaynerchuk said.

The Large Business of the Year Award
was presented to Verizon. The com-
pany was cited for creating jobs and its
charitable efforts throughout the state.

“Verizon, everyday, is about helping
families find financial stability by pro-
viding jobs and opportunities for em-
ployment throughout the state,” said
James Horne Jr., chief executtve officer
of the United Way of Greater Union
County.

Verizon employs more than 18,000
people in the state, and its FiOS TV
initiative created more than 1,000 jobs
in New Jersey.

The company’s Access New Jersey
program also provides schools and pub-
lic libraries with special Internet ser-
vice rates and free equipment, as well
as video-portal services.

Sam Delgado, vice president of Ex-
ternal Affairs for Verizon New Jersey,
accepted the award on behalf of the
company.

Each fall, the board of directors for
the chamber selects a dinner commit-
tee. This committee plans the dinner
and determines the honorees for the
year.

The chamber was in negotiations with
Democratic Presidential candidate
Barack Obama to serve as the event’s
keynote speaker, but Mr. Obama was
unable to attend due to campaign com-
mitments.

His absence did little to dampen the
spirits, as attendees enjoyed steaks
(courtesy of chamber member Costco),
wine (courtesy the Wine Library) and a
Presidential-trivia contest.

The Elizabeth Board of Education
received complimentary airline tickets
courtesy of Continental Airlines for
winning the contest.

The Gateway Regional Chamber of
Commerce represents more than 1,800
members, spanning Union, Essex,
Middlesex and Somerset counties.

See Governor’s Slides on
Pages 6 and 7.



Page 2  Thursday, February 7, 2008 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Women’s Pol. Caucus
To Install Officer Sate
WESTIELD — The Union County

Women’s Political Caucus, a biparti-
san organization devoted to the pro-
motion of women to elected and ap-
pointed office, will elect and install
its new officer slate at 6:30 p.m. on
Monday, February 11, in the commu-
nity room of the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street.

The nominating committee is pre-
senting the following slate: president,
Michel Bitritto of Summit, Demo-
crat; first vice president in charge of
finance, Diane Barabas of Westfield,
Republican; second vice president in
charge of membership, Lenore Scurry
of Westfield, Democrat; treasurer,
Cheryl Popielarski of Springfield,
Democrat; secretary, Deborah Stroud-
McElveen of Hillside, Democrat; and
parliamentarian/bylaws chairwoman,
Lauren Falk of Westfield, Republi-
can.

Also on the slate are state delegate
Elizabeth Cox of Summit, Republi-
can; alternate state delegate, Joanne
Rajoppi of Union, Democrat; coun-
sel, Clara Harelik of Springfield,
Democrat; and immediate past presi-
dent, Lorie Williams of Scotch Plains,
independent.

For further information, call Ms.

Giuliani and Edwards End
Campaigns for White House

Rudy Giuliani and John Edwards
have ended their Presidential bids.
Mr. Giuliani, in ending his quest for
the Republican nomination, an-
nounced his support for U.S. Senator
John McCain.

Mr. Edwards, a former U.S. Sena-
tor from North Carolina and the 2004
Vice-Presidential candidate, asked the
remaining Democratic candidates to
focus more on poverty, according to
CBS News.

Councilman Wants NYC
To Become 51st State

WCBS 880 has reported that New
York City Councilman Peter Vallone,
a Democrat from Queens, has re-
vived his 2003 legislation that calls
for New York City to become the
nation’s 51st state. He said New York
City pays $11 billion to Albany, New
York State’s capital, but receives less
than the other boroughs in terms of
services.

Matthew Boxer Takes Office
As First State Comptroller

Matthew Boxer of Bridgewater has
been sworn in as the state’s first ever-
state comptroller. He will have the
power to audit every level of govern-
ment in New Jersey. Prior to joining
the Corzine Administration as head
of the Governor’s Authorities Unit,
Mr. Boxer was an Assistant U.S. At-
torney in Newark, according to The
Star-Ledger.

Mercer County Dem Chair
Steps Down From Post

Mercer County Democratic Party
Chairman Richard McClellan has re-
signed from his post, politickernj.com
has reported.

Mercer County Dem Chair
Steps Down From Post

There is an effort to have Senator
Hillary Clinton select New Jersey
U.S. Senator Robert Mendendez as
her Vice-Presidential runningmate if
she wins her party’s nomination,
politickernj.com has reported. Rep.
Rob Andrews (D-1st Distict, Haddon
Heights). New Jersey has not pro-
duced a Vice President since Garrett
Hobart served under President Will-

iam McKinley from 1897 to 1899.
John F.X. Graham, the co-finance
chairman for the Clinton campaign,
launched the Menendez for Vice Presi-
dent Campaign.

Counties That Pay Most
In Tolls Would Benefit

New Jersey Commissioner of
Transportation Kris Kolluri said the
state would spend more than $42 bil-
lion on highway, bridge and transit
projects over the next 10 years if
Governor Jon Corzine’s restructur-
ing and debt-reduction plan was ap-
proved, according to The Star-Led-
ger. The plan includes toll increases
of 50 percent in 2010, 2014, 2018 and
2022.

Mr. Kolluri said those counties that
pay the most in tolls would receive
the highest “return on their invest-
ment,” The Ledger reported.

New Jersey Chamber
Supports Corzine Plan

The New Jersey Chamber of Com-
merce has endorsed the Governor’s
financial-restructuring plan to cut the
state’s $32 billion in bonded debt in
half. The chamber gave its approval
on the condition that the 75 years of
toll hikes go towards debt-reduction
and transportation-system improve-
ments, according to njbiz.com.

 Republican legislators expressed
anger at the endorsement during last
week’s annual Chamber-sponsored
train trip to Washington, D.C.

Elizabeth City Councilman
Mugged and Pistol-Whipped

Elizabeth City Councilman Frank
Cuesta, principal of the city’s
Alexander Hamilton Middle School,
was robbed at gunpoint and pistol-
whipped around the corner from
Elizabeth City Hall on January 19
after a night out in Roselle Park with
teachers from his school, according
to The Star-Ledger.

Mr. Cuesta sustained fractures to
his skull and right eye socket during
the attack, which occurred on
Dickinson Street around 1 a.m. He
was robbed of his wallet, keys, credit
cards and $1,000 in cash by the mug-
ger, according to the story. A teacher
who was with him was not injured. Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Kate Whitman Raises More Than
$200,000 in Her Bid for Congress

PEAPACK — In less than 30 days, Kate
Whitman, Republican candidate for Con-
gress in New Jersey’s 7th Congressional
District, said she has raised more than
$200,000 from a “broad array of supporters
confident in her ability to not only win the
Republican nomination and the General
Election for Congress, but also in her ability
to clean up Washington and help get our
country moving in the right direction again.”

“I am overwhelmed by, and very thank-
ful for ,the wide-spread support of my can-
didacy,” Ms. Whitman said. “I am glad to
see that our message of cutting taxes and
spending, being tough on immigration and
cleaning up Washington is resonating in
New Jersey.”

The candidate, the daughter of former
Governor Christine Whitman, said she has
contributed only the maximum allowable

by law, $4,600 per individual, and has not
loaned the campaign money.

More than 145 people have contributed
to Kate Whitman, with more than 100 people
contributing more than $100 and approxi-
mately 45 people contributing $100 or less.

 “I have garnered the support of taxpay-
ers from all walks of life and garnered
attention and support both locally and na-
tionally,” the candidate said.

“With this continued broad support, I
will be able to fully fund a campaign neces-
sary to beat liberal Democrat Linda Stender
in November and overcome all the liberal
special-interest money that will be thrown
into our neighborhoods in an effort to take
the Congressional seat away from Republi-
cans,” Ms. Whitman said.

More information about Ms. Whitman is
available at kateforcongress.com.

COURT OF HONOR…Mountainside Boy Scout Troop 177 held a Court of Honor
for its members in December at the Community Presbyterian Church to honor
those who advanced in rank and those who earned merit badges towards rank
advancement. Pictured, from left to right, are: First row, Rolla Wheaton, Advance-
ment/Eagle Coordinator; Peter Messler, Sean Hahner, Vincent Abbate, Ben Kinney,
Alexander Choma and Patrick Tedesco; second row, Alex McDonald and James
Patterson; third row, Scoutmaster Mark DiPietro; Assistant Scoutmaster Scott
Hahner, Russell Kinney, Stephen Hart, Liam Christoffers, David Jennings, Geoff
Barnes and Assistant Scoutmaster Brian Kinney. James Murdoch and Anthony
Werchas earned merit badges but were not present. Boy Scouts not pictured include
Peter Goggi, Tremearne Hotz, Ryan Hoy, Niko Karant and Sean Keane.

Asm. Merkt Calls Town-Hall
Meetings ‘Dog and Pony Show’

TRENTON — State Assemblyman
Richard Merkt (LD-25, Randolph) said
Thursday that Governor Jon Corzine’s
decision to roll out an “ever-growing
list of Trenton insiders, lobbyists and
political operatives in support of his
800 percent toll hike plan” is an indi-
cation that the Governor “doesn’t care
what the average New Jersey taxpayer
thinks as long as he can muscle his
plan through the Legislature in Tren-
ton.

“Governor Corzine can secure the
endorsement of any number of lob-
byists and former political mouth-
pieces, and it still doesn’t mean the
people of New Jersey support his
scheme,” Mr. Merkt said. “It seems
like every day that (Governor) Corzine
rolls out some Trenton insider en-
dorsement for his plan his poll num-
bers, and public support for the pro-
posal drops even further.”

Mr. Corzine announced the sup-
port of the executive board of the
New Jersey Chamber of Commerce.

“He rolled out the support of an
advocacy group to support the plan
that will be headed by a chief of staff
for the state Department of Transpor-
tation. He also touted support for his
plan by two former Republican po-
litical spokesmen. At the same time,
a Fairleigh Dickinson University-Pub-
lic Mind poll released this week
showed New Jersey residents oppose
the plan by a 59 to 33 percent margin,
and the poll also showed that (Mr.)
Corzine’s approval rating for his per-
formance as Governor has dropped to
41 percent.”

“Governor Corzine can see that the
public overwhelmingly opposes his
plan, but his intention is to ram this
plan through the Legislature by play-
ing the inside game,” Mr. Merkt said.
“The Governor’s town meetings are
nothing more than dog and pony
shows that were never intended to

solicit public input – at least not any
public input to which the Governor
chooses to listen.”

Mr. Merkt serves on an Assembly
Republican task force that will be
traveling around the state to solicit
public input on the Governor’s pro-
posal and to listen to alternative ideas
offered by the taxpayers.

According to information provided
by the Office of Legislative Services
(OLS), Mr. Merkt said the Governor’s
plan would cost New Jersey more
than $196 billion in future toll-road
revenue over the life of the plan.

“It is plain to see that Mr. Corzine’s
toll-hike-and-bonding scheme is an
awful idea,” Mr. Merkt said.
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Fellowship Village, a Continuing Care Retirement Community, offers upscale 

Independent Living with the assurance of on-site healthcare for those who have retired
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community and find out why more people are calling Fellowship Village home.
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Spring Semester Starts March 3 
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Senator Joe Pennacchio Calls for
The Resignation of Chamber President
The [New Jersey] Chamber of

Commerce’s endorsement of Governor
Corzine’s toll-and-borrow scheme is very
disappointing. For six and a half years, the
chamber has proven itself ineffective at
lobbying the Democrats against their over-
taxing, overspending and over-borrowing
ways. Their acceptance of the sale of our
roads, along with massive toll hikes, is
contrary to its mission as a business group,
which should promote economic growth
and fight higher taxes. The chamber’s en-
dorsement of this tax-hike scheme is the last
straw. I call on the Chamber of Commerce’s
board to request the resignation of Chamber
President William Marino.

The Governor’s toll-hike scheme will
devastate New Jersey’s already-imperiled
business community. An 800-percent in-
crease in tolls will not just hurt commuters,
it will inflate the cost of doing business in
New Jersey beyond its already outrageous
levels. It will also create a chilling effect on
all the warehouse space that has been built

along the Turnpike in the last decade. Rais-
ing the tolls will force these businesses to
close and force huge layoffs.

New Jersey needs a United States Sena-
tor who understands the tremendous bur-
den that the Governor’s toll-hike plan will
lay on motorists and businesses. If the Cham-
ber of Commerce cannot be counted on to
look out for New Jersey’s business commu-
nity, then it falls on its members and those
elected officials who care about the busi-
ness climate in New Jersey to demand
change.

I am asking current dues paying mem-
bers to resign from the Chamber and ask for
their money back. They will need it to pay
for the higher tolls.

Under Governor Corzine’s plan, tolls
would increase by 50 percent every four
years, beginning in 2010, bringing the cost
to a motorist paying $1.92 today to nearly
$10 by 2022.

Sen. Joe Pennacchio
 (LD-26, Florham Park)

WF Councilman Arena Reaches
Out to Constituents in Westfield

I wanted to take this time and thank those
of you who have reached out to me with
words of encouragement since being sworn
in to office earlier this year. Your kind
words and consideration mean a lot to me
and my wife, Lori.

During my campaign, I made a pledge to
always be available to hear your thoughts
and concerns. With that in mind, I have
developed a website with all my touch
points (councilmanfrankarena.com). This
includes my e-mail address and my phone
number, which are, respectively,
farena@westfieldnj.gov and (908) 518-
0659. In addition to my contact information
at this site, I also have links to other impor-
tant town sites that may be useful.

As your councilman, I will serve as the
council liaison to the Special Improvement
District Board (DWC), the council liaison
to the board of health, the vice chairman of
the Code Review and Town Property Com-
mittee and a member of the Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Committee.

While on the topic of public safety, I want
to let you know of some changes that are
about to take place that should make our
streets a safer place, not only in Westfield,
but all around the state.

As you no doubt have heard, the distrac-
tions that a driver faces while talking on a

cell phone are enormous. Over the years, I
know that while driving, I have become
distracted during cell-phone conversations,
something that I’m sure many of you can
also relate to. In fact, some studies have
shown that a person driving while talking
on a cell phone can be more dangerous than
a drunk driver.

Under current law, cell-phone use is clas-
sified as a secondary offense. In other words,
if a law-enforcement official observes a
motorist operating a vehicle while talking
on a cell phone, the offending motorist must
be in violation of a primary offense in order
to receive a cell-phone summons.

I think it is very important for all drivers
in New Jersey to understand that the State of
New Jersey recently passed a new law that
takes effect in March, which classifies talk-
ing on a cell phone as a primary offense.
(It’s also worth mentioning that seatbelt
violations are now a primary offense.) Some
may see this new law as a bit too stringent,
but I am confident that this is an important
step to making our roads throughout the
state a safer place for all of us to travel.

I want to thank you again for the oppor-
tunity to serve the Town of Westfield, and
I look forward to hearing from you.

Frank Arena
First Ward Councilman

Letters to the Editor –
Continued on Pages 4, 5 and 20
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Rotarian Dr. Hart Receives
Community Service Award

WESTFIELD – Dr. D. Michael Hart
was recently presented with the Cliff
Dochterman Community Service
Award during a ceremony in front of
500 Rotarians at the annual Rotary
Foundation Event entitled “Eat, Drink
and Share.”

This is a joint award from the Boy
Scouts of America and Rotary Inter-
national, presented by the
International Fellowship
of Scouting Rotarians.
Only 180 of these awards
have been given worldwide
since the award was cre-
ated.

Dr. Hart was nominated
by Scout volunteer and
Rotary Club President Hal
Daume and received the
award on November 12
from Rotary District Gov-
ernor Dr. Julie Ann Juliano at the
Pines Manor in Edison.

The award, named for a former
world president of Rotary Interna-
tional, is the highest award for ser-
vice to youth through the Boy Scouts
of America. It recognizes members
who perform outstanding service to
youth as volunteer scouting leaders.
The award consists of a framed cer-
tificate, a medal suspended on a rib-
bon, a scout uniform patch and mem-
bership in the International Fellow-
ship of Scouting Rotarians.

 Dr. Hart became an Eagle Scout at
the age of 13, and his son also earned
the Eagle Scout rank at age 13, the
youngest age possible to attain this
award. He was committee chairman
for Cub Scout Pack 171 for five years
and has been an assistant scoutmaster
and merit badge counselor for six
years with Troop 72 in Westfield.

Dr. Hart volunteered as an instruc-
tor at the University of Scouting and
has earned numerous scouting awards
as an adult, including The Golden
Eagle Award, Leader’s Training
Award, the James West Fellow and
Wood Badge, considered the “Eagle
Scout for Adults.”

A volunteer in Rotary for 25 years,
Dr. Hart has been presi-
dent of two different Ro-
tary Clubs – the Rotary
Club of Metuchen and the
Rotary Club of Westfield.
Last year, he served as
district governor of Dis-
trict 7510 in central New
Jersey, which includes 43
Rotary Clubs and 1200
Rotarians.

Rotary is an interna-
tional service organization

of successful business professionals
who wish to give back to the commu-
nity.

 The Rotary Club of Westfield is
very supportive of scouting and has
supported many Eagle Scout service
projects in the community. Addition-
ally, the Rotary Club of Westfield
sponsors Venture Crew 27, a high-
adventure scout unit for high-school-
age students. The Rotary Club meets
every Tuesday at noon at the Westfield
Area “Y,” located at 220 Clark Street
in Westfield. Guests are always wel-
come.

 Dr. Hart has been a dentist for 27
years. He graduated from Columbia
University School of Dental Medicine
and has a general practice with three
other dentists, named Gentle Dental
Care, LLC (gentledentalllc.com). He
and his wife of 32 years, Eileen, have
two children.

Dr. D. Michael Hart

Health and Wellness Program
Offered for Area Firefighters
RAHWAY — Robert Wood

Johnson University Hospital Rahway
is presenting a firefighters’ health and
wellness program on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 9 at the RWJ Rahway Fitness
and Wellness Center in Scotch Plains.

The free course, which runs from
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., not only tack-
les on-the-job safety but also exam-
ines the risk of heart attack, the lead-
ing killer of firefighters, according to
a press release submitted by the hos-
pital.

The course includes topics such as
cardiovascular risk factors and how
to implement a cardiac-wellness pro-
gram in local fire departments. Rob-
ert Wood Johnson University Hospi-
tal created such a program with the
Cranford Fire Department.

Open to volunteer and career
firefighters, the program offers cho-
lesterol and blood glucose screening,

as well as a presentation by Robert
Wood Johnson University Hospital
dietitian Stephanie Madeira.

The program features Cranford
volunteer firefighter Paul
Schroeder, a health and safety in-
structor at the hospital, nurse Kathy
Conlon of the St. Barnabas Burn
Center and Cranford Fire Depart-
ment Captain Helge Nordveidt. All
three are fire and hazardous mate-
rial instructors.

Those who would like to attend are
asked to register by calling (732) 499-
6193. Seating is limited.

The RWJ Rahway Fitness and
Wellness Center is located at 2120
Lamberts Mill Road in Scotch Plains.

Bridgewater Councilman
Joins GOP Race for Congress

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

BRIDGEWATER — Bridgewater
Councilman Michael Hsing has de-
clared his candidacy for the New Jer-
sey 7th Congressional District.

Mr. Hsing and his wife, Tammy,
are 17-year residents of the district
and have raised their two sons, Arthur
and Brian, in Bridgewater. Profes-
sionally, Mr. Hsing is currently direc-
tor of information technology com-
pliance at CIBER, Inc.

On why he’s decided to run, Mr.
Hsing said, “There are many excel-
lent GOP candidates entering this race
with the best of intentions, but intent
won’t get results in this climate. The
constituents of this district deserve a
representative who will fight for
change without relenting to partisan
conflicts or the influence of special-
interest groups on Capital Hill. I know
I’m the right person for that job.”

The two-term councilman has served
on both the planning and zoning boards.
Mr. Hsing was elected president of the
Bridgewater Town Council in 2005. On
the county level, he was elected as the
president of the Somerset County Gov-
erning Officials Association and cur-
rently acts as liaison to the Somerset
County Regional Center Partnership.

He said that through these roles he

has “strengthened relationships be-
tween municipalities and promoted
strategic collaborations to enhance
public services.”

Mr. Hsing described himself as a
“balanced conservative who believes
in core family values,” who supports a
“non-intrusive government that em-
powers local and regional leadership.”

He said his priorities, if elected,
would be on “decreasing the national
debt and stimulating the economy.”

Mr. Hsing said as a councilman he
“voted against wasteful spending and
bureaucratic policies and advocates
fiscal responsibility and lower taxes.”

He said he is “eager to address the
environmental concerns of our na-
tion and to implement solutions that
strike a balance for our future eco-
nomic and ecological wellbeing.”

“I want to serve the people, instead of
govern them, and solve problems in-
stead of talking about them. I believe
voters are ready for change, and I’m
prepared to deliver it,” Mr. Msing said.

For more information about his
campaign, contact Mr. Hsing at
Michael@HsingforCongress.com or
write him at Michael Hsing for Con-
gress, 726 U.S. Highway 202, Suites
320-339, Bridgewater, NJ 08807.

Township Man Pleads Guilty
To Bilking Restaurant Owner

SCOTCH PLAINS — Adolph
DiDario, 35, of Scotch Plains is fac-
ing up to five years in prison after
pleading guilty on January 28 in front
of a state superior court judge to
issuing bad checks.

Mr. DiDario was charged with bilk-
ing a Westfield restaurant owner and
his son out of more than $210,000 in
December 2006.

 Union County Assistant Prosecutor
Josh McMahon said DiDario was a fam-
ily acquaintance who convinced his vic-

tims to invest in a non-existent business.
“He promised his victims that within

a month, he’d return the money with
interest. What we suspect is that he took
the money to Atlantic City and gambled
it away,” Mr. McMahon said. “People
trusted DiDario with their hard-earned
money. He betrayed that trust. Now he
has to deal with the consequences.”

Authorities said DiDario pretended
to return the money as promised by
writing a series of bad checks. He will
be sentenced on Friday, March 28.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Union County Athletes to Be
Honored at Hot Stove Event
MOUNTAINSIDE — The Union

County Baseball Association will
honor local athletes for their accom-
plishments during 2007 and will in-
duct five new members into the Union
County Baseball Hall of Fame during
award ceremonies this Sunday, Feb-
ruary 10.

The 72nd Annual Hot Stove League
Baseball Dinner will begin at 1 p.m.
at the L’Affaire Banquet Center, 1099
Route 22 East, in Mountainside. The
dinner is sponsored by the Union
County Baseball Association, in co-
operation with the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal.

Among the student athletes who
will receive major honors are An-
drew Ciencin of Cranford, Jennifer
Jimenez of Linden, Cyndil Matthew
of Westfield and Frank Meade of
Linden. Athletes receiving awards
for achievements in the Union
County Summer Youth League will
include Marcella Cianfano of Eliza-
beth, Kenneth Moss of Union,
Bobby Dillon of Linden, Fernando
Guerrero of Elizabeth, Samir Torres
of Roselle and Peter McTernan of
Union.

Ms. Matthew shattered the
Westfield High School record during
her sophomore year with a .642 bat-
ting average, the highest softball av-
erage at the school since 1991. She
scored 34 runs and drove in 34 runs
while hitting 11 doubles, two triples
and eight home runs. In addition to
her batting prowess, Ms. Matthew
excelled on defense for the Blue Dev-
ils. She committed just two errors in
51 attempts for a .961 fielding per-
centage.

Mr. Ciencin had a strong junior
year at Cranford High School, bat-
ting .440 with a .550 on-base percent-

age and 40 runs scored. His 19
doubles, three triples and four home
runs helped propel the Cougars to the
county rournament.

A nearly flawless shortstop, he
committed just four errors in 135
chances in the field. He was also a
clutch hitter, driving in 39 runs while
batting nearly .500 with runners in
scoring position.

The five new inductees into the
Union County Hall of Fame – Pete
Arteaga of Clark, Don Kern of
Cranford, Joe Mahan of Elizabeth,
Ed Raczynski of Elizabeth, and Steve
Tebbetts of Westfield – will be hon-
ored for their contributions to on the
baseball diamonds of Union County.

 The special guest speaker at the
awards dinner will be Jack Fisher, the
former pitcher who started the very
first game at Shea Stadium for the
New York Mets in 1964.

 In addition to the student athletes
and the new Hall of Fame inductees,
the Hot Stove League Baseball Din-
ner also will honor local teams for
their achievements in 2007.

 Tickets for the dinner are $35, with
proceeds going to help fund the Union
County Summer Youth Baseball
League for youngsters 8 to 15 years
of age and the Fall Teen League.

 Since 1937, the annual Hot Stove
League Dinner has been the primary
fund-raising effort for the county base-
ball association’s summer and fall
programs. Over the years, the awards
dinner has honored many local and
national baseball luminaries, includ-
ing Phil Rizzuto of Hillside, Don
Newcombe of Elizabeth, Joe Collins
of Union, Jeff Torborg of
Mountainside, Willie Wilson of Sum-
mit, Jake Wood of Elizabeth and
Elliott Maddox of Union.

 Tickets  cost $35 and may be ob-
tained by calling (908) 527-4910.

PARTICIPATION REQUIRED…Sean Taylor of Westfield awaits the cloth to be
pulled from under his chair by “Mr. Fish” of Encore Performing Arts, while
Trailside senior park naturalist Joe Filo stands by during a matinee entitled
“Phenomenal Physics” hosted at Trailside Nature and Science last year. A
member of Encore Performing Arts will return on Monday, February 18, at 1:30
p.m. for a program entitled “The Science of Magic” as part of Trailside’s annual
February Festivities. Tickets for “The Science of Magic” are $4 per person.

Eliminate Tooth
Problems and Show
Your Best Smile

See us for healthy teeth and a radiant smile
with Gentle Touch Dental Care.

440 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
www.westfieldsmiles.com

Adam E. Feret, DMD

Gentle Touch Dental Care Includes:

See us for Gentle Touch Dental Care and
innovative treatments for healthy teeth and
a radiant smile.

•

•

•

•

Call Today (908) 233-9280

Non-surgical control of gum disease. Laser
treatments, bad breath remedies, oral cancer
screening, bite-guard and TMJ therapy. 

Porcelain Lumineers to enhance your smile.
Power whitening, tooth colored mercury-free
fillings, tooth colored bonding to correct
stained and discolored teeth and to repair
cracked teeth and gaps. Tooth reshaping
and recontouring. 

Caps and all types of bridges. Bridge and
denture repairs. 

Emergency care and root canal treatment.
Implant consultations, low dose digital x-rays
with up to 50% less exposure. Pediatric tooth
sealants and flouride treatments. 
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An Open Letter to New Jersey
Gov. Jon Corzine, Re: Fiscal Crisis
Governor Corzine, I thank you for this opportunity

to speak with you about my thoughts on the fiscal
crisis facing New Jersey and the plan you propose to
deal with matters, namely New Jersey Turnpike toll
increases and monetizing future toll collections to
$40 billion today in order to reduce current debt and
undertake new projects.

I concur with you about the impending calamity if
action is not taken now. The dimensions of our
problems are staggering — $32 billion in bonded
debt, $80 billion or more in unfunded healthcare,
pensions and benefit commitments, with the $50-
billion healthcare portion increasing at 10 percent
per year, a $3-billion shortfall in the yearly operating
budget and billions of dollars in capital projects on
the table that are seeking funding.

Two years ago in February, we wrote in our news-
papers that New Jersey had reached the end of the
line and that you, Governor, would be forced to
declare a “Fiscal State of Emergency.” Somehow,
the state of emergency has been forestalled for two
years with considerable wiggling in Trenton, al-
though government did shut down for several days
back then, but matters have gotten worse today.

I strongly disagree with your proposed plan for
several reasons: First, it mortgages the future of  our
children and grandchildren to pay for our continued

malfeasance. None of the structural problems of
Trenton’s financial operations are being corrected
by your proposal. Unfortunately, I believe your plan
would merely extend the malfeasance in Trenton.

The plan is likely to have many unintended and
serious consequences, such as how our roads work,
traffic overflows to local roads and a depression of
commerce. Tolls hit the workingman the hardest.

I urge you to turnabout, face into the wind and
make the hard choices you said were necessary two
years ago. Cut expenses to 90 percent of revenue and
apply 10 percent of the revenue to pay down the
bonded debt. Eliminate the malfeasance in Trenton.
I could go on with a long tirade of this, but you are
very familiar with the details and the many other
unpleasant things that must be done.

For the sake of New Jersey, our future, our chil-
dren, trust the people.

To paraphrase your colorful language – “Pigs will
fly over the Statehouse,” – I say we citizens want the
“Pigs to fly out of the Statehouse.”

Thank you, Governor.

Horace Corbin
Publisher

Boscia Commends
Rowe’s Choice to Serve

Thank you for printing the article and
picture about newly commissioned Lt.
Richard Rowe [January 31]. Some may
question why a magna cum laude
Georgetown graduate, with an MA from
the same university, would want to enlist
in the Army and then go to OCS.

It is refreshing to see a young man or
woman, especially from towns like
Westfield, make this choice about serv-
ing their country. With today’s “it’s all
about me” attitude, this is commend-
able. I would also point out that Lt.
Rowe is a combat arms armor officer,
which will put him in the forefront of
action.

Best of wishes to him, and may God
keep him safe.

Joe Boscia
Westfield

State Democratic Chair Comments
On Governor’s Meeting in Cranford

Councilman Glover is ‘Delighted’
With Mayor Marks’ SID Initiative

FW Resident Offers Approach
To Reform ‘Systematic Problems’

Future Govs Will Be
Stuck with Massive Debt

The only thing missing from Governor
Corzine’s town meeting in Union County
was a dog act and some dancing pigs.

He reminded me of a pitchman at a
carnival trying to sell you on a game of
chance to win a stuffed animal or, in this
case, a stuffed pig.

We are about to have the largest bond
issue in the history of New Jersey, along
with the creation of another bureaucracy
that will require a host of new govern-
ment jobs, along with pensions and ben-
efits. This plan will reduce the state debt
by $16 billion and freeze the current bud-
get amount.

However, the current budget requires
$3 billion of borrowing that will eat up
the $16-billion debt reduction in five
years. In order to provide his own job
security, the toll hikes will not take
effect until after Gov. Corzine is re-
elected.

It’s not just our children and grandchil-
dren who will look back at this as a big
mistake, but the future Governors of New
Jersey will be stuck with outrageous tolls
and massive state debt.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

The Governor came to Cranford to meet
and talk with people in the community for
the same reasons he is holding similar town-
hall meetings throughout the state: he wants
to help the public understand the serious-
ness of the state’s financial problems; he
wants to fully explain his plan to reduce
state debt and restore fiscal sanity, and he
wants to hear from the residents of New
Jersey.

He’s not delivering good news. He’s not
telling us what we want to hear. He’s not
sugarcoating the issue. He’s giving us the
truth. He’s telling what we need to hear if we
want to get our finances in order. And he’s
giving us a way to get the job done. He’s got
a plan to reduce state debt and to restructure
state finances. He’s looking to our future
just as much as he’s taking on immediate
needs.

There are some partisan reactionaries
who are trying to play politics with this, but
most of the people who attended the meet-
ing in Cranford responded the same way as
the people around New Jersey. They are
listening with an open mind. They recog-
nize the Governor’s sincerity and courage.
They respect what he is doing.

They may be listening with a degree of
skepticism, but that is understandable con-
sidering how often leaders in the past avoided
these issues. How often they tried to ignore
the problems. Of course, their neglect just
contributed to the crisis.

The Governor is giving us tough choices,
but he’s doing it for the right reasons. For
years, our state has been irresponsible in
how it spends and borrows. The Governor’s
proposal not only pays down the state’s

debt, it protects the budget process from
future misuse and invests resources into
projects that promote economic develop-
ment and enhance our quality of life, and
who could not like the fact that nearly half
is paid by out-of-state residents?

His plan is the best financial response to
New Jersey’s long- and short-term needs
any of us have seen. Financial restructuring,
when coupled with ongoing substantial cost
reduction and control, will save our state for
our children and our children’s children.
We should recognize that his plan is not just
about numbers, it’s about priorities and
responsibility.

New Jersey has one of the highest debt
burdens in the country, with $32 billion in
bonded debt. As a result, every man, woman
and child in New Jersey personally owns
$3,700 of bonded state debt, about three
times higher than the national average. This
state debt means that the first $860 paid in
individual state taxes goes to interest and
debt payments. New Jersey’s unfounded
pension obligations currently stand at $25
billion, with its future health-care costs for
retirees at $60 billion. This combination of
bonded debt and unfounded liabilities trans-
lates to a debt of $45,000 per household.

On behalf of the Governor, I want to
thank the people of Cranford and the others
who attended the meeting, who want to
work for our future and who are willing to
accept the tough choices needed to make
things right with state finances. Our future
quality of life could depend on it.

Assemblyman Joseph Cryan
Chairman, Dem. State Committee

Sen. Lesniak Comments
On Governor’s Meeting

In response to Governor Corzine’s
town-hall meeting [Cranford], the over-
whelming attendance at last week’s town-
hall meeting sent a strong message. The
residents of Union County are aware of
the Governor’s plan and are keeping a
watchful eye on the process. While the
Governor presented a thorough plan, it
still needs to be vetted by the state legis-
lature to ensure that our constituents’ best
interests are served.

Sen. Ray Lesniak
(LD-20, Union)If There Was Ever a Time to Get

Informed, It’s Now, It’s Urgent
N.J. Governor Jon Corzine gave a magnificent

performance last Wednesday in Cranford and stayed
on cue almost all of the time, even when faced with
a two-hour hostile question-and-answer session with
citizens that followed his performance. He was
knocked off his script only twice by citizens who
pressed him for the truth.

Rattled into candor, he turned away and retorted
under his breath, nevertheless still audible in the
sound system. These few seconds provided a telling
view of the real situation, and, to the discerning
listener, raised grave doubts about the sincerity of his
well-choreographed presentation.

When pressed about when New Jersey govern-
ment will be forced into default, he said, I think we’re
there now.” He said New Jersey’s government faces
a problem of credibility and that the state has no way
to know where the $8 billion of the School Construc-
tion Corp. (SCC) went.

We believe the Governor’s “debt-reduction” plan
and his 21-county road show misdirect citizens
(including newspapers and other media) into believ-
ing that onerous toll increases, along [with] magic
financial schemes, will solve the crisis. It will do
none of that, and matters will get worse with this
proposal, in our view. Naturally, the vested interests
of those who have led us to this calamity support the
plan. You and we are alone.

Lawyers and financiers stand to gain hundreds of
millions of dollars on fees to be paid for by the
taxpayers.

Deserving employees, teachers, police and work-
ers are being given promises that can’t be met, and
they are scared, some are outraged. There’s no
money in the bank accounts. The state is broke.

This is not a fun message. Real fixes are needed;
otherwise, no one except insiders will get anything,
and the system will collapse. It can be done, but
everyone is faced with giving something to the

emergency. The burden of the fix must be spread
across the board with a great degree of balance. The
first step is to acknowledge the problem.

To make a dent in the $32 billion of bond debt, a
mix of spending cuts, toll hikes, income and gasoline
taxes will be on the table by lawmakers [in]the next
few weeks. But, that won’t be enough to deal with the
additional $60 to $80 billion of pensions, benefits
and healthcare liabilities. The system will have to be
changed to be in line with that of private industry.

For government to gain credibility, double dipping
and all other forms of malfeasance in government
must be stopped. Ill-begotten gains must be recov-
ered, and undeserved/unfair benefits must be termi-
nated. Although the Governor says the dollars in-
volved are not significant enough to make a big
difference on the balance sheet, the symbolic value
is immeasurable. Otherwise, how can all others be
asked to give?

The effects and the fixes will, and must, involve all
taxing entities – state, county, local and schools. We
are forced to revamp the way we do things — now,
and in the future.

If there was ever a time for you to get informed, it’s
now, it’s urgent – and you must become active. The
“average Joe” is on the outside of the current decision-
making and receives little of the benefits, but is
exclusively on the inside when it comes to the burden
of the bills. We’ve published the slides of the Governor’s
presentation on pages 6 and 7. Please study them.
We’ve also made an Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
request for a copy of the video of his presentation and
the public’s questions in Cranford. If we get this video,
we will stream it on the Internet and provide copies to
local TV stations. Please watch it.

It’s not time for despair, but as Yogi says, “A
million here and a million there, sooner or later
you’re talking about real money.” We think
$100,000,000,000 is real money.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Limaceous – Like a snail or slug
2. Phare – A lighthouse
3. Spodogenous – Having the charac-

ter of waste matter
4. Latigo – Spanish strap with which a

saddle girth is adjusted

PLAGA
1. In zoology, a colored band or streak
2. Small number; insufficiency
3. The barbed iron head of a dart or

arrow
4. An infection causing pernicious clot-

ting of blood
PANDY

1. Range of vision or sight
2. To punish by striking the hand with

a cane
3. To please, charm or delight
4. A nickname

GEORDIE
1. A miner or a miner’s safety lamp
2. A battle ax or mace
3. Private road or lane
4. A scallop or large mollusk

DACOIT
1. A member of a gang of robbers in

India or Burma
2. Nomadic; roving
3. A laborer; member of the working

class
4. Given to debate or dispute

Last week I listened to a presentation to
revitalize our township’s [Scotch Plains]
downtown business district. As many of
you are aware, I have been a proponent
and advocate to stimulate our business
districts. I continue to believe that revital-
izing our business districts is an impor-
tant goal for our township.

With that thought, I am delighted that
our mayor is now revisiting the needs of
our business districts, but what I object to
is his imposing his position and will. I
believe your council should endeavor to
be a consensus builder, listening atten-
tively and respectfully to those with posi-
tions and views related to this matter.

Revitalizing our downtown should not
be mired in politics; a revitalized down-
town is an important asset for our entire

community. A successful and vibrant busi-
ness community is beneficial for many
reasons, foremost of which is the poten-
tial for improving residential property
values.

Notwithstanding, as with any bold ini-
tiative, it will not come about overnight
and certainly not through the passage of
an ordinance imposed on those directly
affected. It will require a dedicated com-
mitment on behalf of our township and
business community working together to
develop realistic goals, achievable objec-
tives over realistic timeframes that result
from thoroughly considering and vetting
community and business needs.

Kevin Glover
Councilman, Scotch Plains

I have argued in other venues that the
financial problems facing New Jersey are
systemic, extending across all three branches
of government. The most egregious ex-
ample has been the $6 BILLION (my em-
phasis) squandered by the Schools Con-
struction Corporation, fueled by expansive
interpretations of the State Constitution by
the State Supreme Court as to school-fund-
ing requirements and bonding without ref-
erendum.

At Governor Jon Corzine’s Town Hall
Meeting in Cranford, I proposed an ap-
proach to reform, encompassing (as a start):

1. True zero-based budgeting based on
his own template for shutting down non-
essential services in 2006. After all, if some-
thing is inessential why is the state doing it?

2. Simple mechanisms for recall peti-
tions and the placement of initiatives on the
ballot for referendum.

3. A constitutional amendment to strictly
narrow the state’s role in education to its
availability to a specified standard from a
specified age to a specified age – and noth-
ing more.

To his credit, Governor Corzine was

forthright in his opposition to recall peti-
tions and initiative-and-referendum, believ-
ing that grievances can be redressed ad-
equately through the electoral process.

He observed that his upcoming budget
cuts would be close to zero-based budget-
ing without acknowledging the difference
in approach (i.e., incremental cuts instead
of looking de novo at what the state is doing
and why). He responded to the question
about Abbott funding in terms of incremen-
tal benefit while ignoring its costs and waste.

As I write this, a report in another news-
paper* notes that “(a) poll released...showed
stiff public resistance to the plan. But the
Democratic Governor got a new round of
endorsements from leaders in business,
unions and education – as well as some
Republicans.”

Those with a stake in the status quo are
being represented and are defending it. What
about YOUR stake in New Jersey’s future?

*“Corzine’s toll plan finds more sup-
port,” Star-Ledger, January 31, 2008, pg.
21, second paragraph.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

Resident Offers Suggestions for Cost
Savings on Corzine’s Financial Plan

Thank you for the opportunity to provide
suggestions for cost savings on Governor
Jon Corzine’s Financial Restructuring and
Debt Reduction Plan.

I had previously supplied some of these
and your paper saw fit to print them earlier.
It is a shame that the governor did not see fit
to even respond with a “Thank you.”

1. Impose taxes on legal services. Since
the lawyers got us into the problem, let’s
have them help bail us out.

2. When there is snow, it is mentioned
that non-essential state employees stay
home. This of course is amazing, when we
taxpayers have to slog it in to and from work
to pay their salaries. I would take this list and
cut it by 20 percent or so.

3. Cut out any new tax spending. This
would mean no pre-K schooling, don’t give
any additional funding to the schools and
cancel the “smoke and mirrors” tax rebate.

4. Keep spending flat to schools and
municipals governments, but to stop them
from passing on the shortfall to us via
property taxes, mandate that their budgets
remain at zero growth. No loopholes are to
be permitted.

5. Since our legislature has failed to
address the situation, they are not earning
their money. Therefore, they should forgo
any payment for salary, benefits or ex-
penses. Let’s see how many want to serve
the people or themselves at that point.

6. End Pay to Play at all levels of govern-
ment.

7. End dual-office holding immediately.
8. End PAC money for election funds (I

would not hold my breath on this one).
9. Provide for Initiative and Referen-

dum.
10. Make any public official’s salary

approved by the voting public when it is
over a certain figure. A number such as
$80,000 a year comes to mind.

11. Make it mandatory that all meetings
that relate to public funds, policy, etc., be
public knowledge via video filming and
notes of meeting. These should be available
on the Internet and posted in a public place(s).

12. Move school-board and budget elec-
tions from April to November, when more
people have a habit of voting.

13. When contracts come due for public
employees, only negotiate benefits and sala-
ries in line with the private sector. Natu-
rally, there will be significant refusal and
they will call for arbitration. We must find
a way out and direct hire. Ronald Reagan
broke the air traffic controllers union, why
can’t we do it?

14. Remove all caps on spending from

the schools and municipalities preventing
private citizens from donating money in
support for their interests.

15. Restrict the budget rise to in the state,
counties, municipalities and schools to the
Consumer Price Index (CPI) or some other
scale.

16. Revise the way schools are funded. In
particular, waive any property-tax respon-
sibility of senior citizens for the schools.
Naturally, should they [seniors] have chil-
dren, then they would be taxed as younger
families.

17. Make it mandatory that when the
state dictates that a county, municipality or
school system expend monies for a pro-
gram or the like, the state is to fund it 100
percent. Should the state not, those taxing
agencies cannot pass the deficit on to the
taxpayers. In particular, the local organiza-
tions should have money in hand before
they commit to spending it.

18. Petition the federal government to do
the same, naturally adding the state to the
list in this case.

19. Pursue monies that were misspent
with the idea of recouping as much as
possible.

20. Revise retirement age in line with the
private sector.

21. Revise pensions to the equivalent of
the private sector.

22. It’s absurd that taxpayers such as
senior citizens pick up the tab for “Special
Ed” students, when their parents can better
afford to pay for this service. Therefore, I
propose that parents’ income be evaluated
to see if they can afford to pay for their
“Special Ed” children before any taxpayer
pays a dime.

23. Institute a voucher system for schools.
It is more important that the children be
educated than maintain cash flow to school
systems to keep up their budgets funded.

24. Allow the public to remove any state
judge when the public deems that he or she
has lost the public trust.

25. The “Authorized Un-issued Debt” is
to be “Unauthorized.”

26. Any plan that encompasses a wide
spectrum must be put in front of the people
for a vote.

27. Without knowing what the line items
are, it is hard to address any particular item.
In order to review the budget, the state must
put the detailed working budget on the
Internet; print it in the local newspaper or
the like.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Leader/Times Sets
Internship Program

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times invite area college
and high-school students with an interest in
journalism and newspaper operations to
apply to the 2008 Summer Internship Pro-
gram. The longstanding program will be
divided into two types of part-time, paid
internships: staff interns and correspondent
interns.

The staff intern program will accept a
limited number of students to work along-
side the office staff in a work/study environ-
ment with hands-on assignments involving
operations, writing, photography,
copyediting, graphic design, layout, video,
communications and the Internet.

The correspondent intern program will
accept a limited number of students to un-
dertake reporting assignments, such as cov-
ering local meetings and events for publica-
tion.

The newspaper staff will guide the in-
terns on journalistic standards and account-
ability. The staff intern program will require
greater time, while the correspondent pro-
gram will be more flexible. Applicants may
apply to either or both programs. The news-
paper advisory committee will complete the
selection process by early spring. Applica-
tion to the program must be done online at
goleader.com/internship before by March
8. Early registration is recommended.
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30 YEARS . . .FO
R

JON BRAMNICK
Has Represented Individuals

Involved in Accidents

Certified Trial Attorney
JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

235 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ

Phone: 877-266-4370

www.anniesgourmetkitchen.net

Valentine’s Day

Special

Surprise Your Sweetie with a
Romantic Gourmet Meal at Home!

Salad of Baby Greens, Goat Cheese, and Pecans
with Raspberry Vinaigrette

Choice of Appetizer-
*Butternut Squash Risotto Timbale

*Polenta Stacks with Smoked Mozzarella and Fire Roasted Tomatoes
*Crab and Sweet Corn Bisque

Choice of Entrée (with sides) –
*Crabmeat-Stuffed Jumbo Shrimp

*Rolled Flank Steak with Spinach and Gorgonzola
*Lobster Ravioli with Vodka Lobster Sauce

*Mushroom-Stuffed Chicken Breasts with Madeira Sauce
*Roast Baby Eggplant Stuffed with Moroccan Vegetable Pilaf

Choice of Dessert-
*Individual Molten Chocolate Cakes

*Lemon Cheesecake with Raspberry Coulis
*Coconut Cake with Strawberry Filling

Wine Pairings with CoolVines

Dinner for two, only $79, includes:

Patrolman Vardalis Continues Legacy
Of Military-Law-Enforcement Service

On January 17, Daniel Vardalis, a
resident of Kenilworth, started a new
job as a patrolman with the Clark Police
Department. Danny is continuing a long-
time family tradition in a career in law-
enforcement and military service. He
was recently discharged from the United
States Army, where he served in a mili-
tary police unit overseas in the Middle
East and other duty stations.

Danny’s great-grandfather, Alfred
Vardalis, Sr., served with the United States
Army during World War I. In 1915, he
was with an army unit, led by General
“Blackjack” Pershing, that chased after
Pancho Villa, the Mexican bandit who
crossed the border into the United States,
raiding border towns in Texas, then es-
caping back into Mexico.

Alfred, Sr., after his discharge from
military service, became the first full-
time police officer in Kenilworth, later
becoming its chief of police. During his
tenure, in 1921, he was cited for bravery
after he captured the Union County ban-
dits who were terrorizing the county by
robbing passengers on trolley cars
throughout Union County. He retired in
1933, after a long, outstanding career in
law enforcement.

Danny’s father, Ernest Jr., served in
the United States Marine Corps in the
1960s. He served in a unit ready to invade
Cuba during the Cuban missile crisis. At
the last hour, the missiles were removed
to the Soviet Union, and the crisis ended.
Ernest Jr. then served as a patrolman on
the Springfield Police Department for
many years until his death in 1998.

Patrolman Danny Vardalis’ great-
uncle, Alfred Vardalis, Jr., was in the
U.S. Navy during World War II. He was
awaiting overseas duty when the atom

bombs were dropped on Japan, ending
World War II. In 1949, he became a
police officer in Westfield, retiring as
captain after serving 35 years. He was
involved in many investigations and had
many arrests to his credit. He worked on
the John List case, in which List mur-
dered his family in Westfield. List was
captured 18 years later with the help of
the television program, “America’s Most
Wanted.”

Patrolman Danny Vardalis’ uncle,
James Vardalis, served in the Marine
Corps and served on duty in the Vietnam
conflict. Jim subsequently became a po-
lice officer in Westfield. While working a
traffic post, he was struck by an intoxi-
cated motorist and was injured so badly
that he was forced to retire. He moved to
Florida and continued his education, earn-
ing a doctorate degree in criminal justice.
As a professor teaching criminal justice
and court-related matters, he authored
several books relating to the criminal
justice system.

As Patrolman Danny Vardalis begins
his career in law enforcement, he realizes
he has to walk a fine line to follow in the
footsteps of the Vardalis family, who
have contributed so much of their lives to
the military and law-enforcement profes-
sion.

Alfred Vardalis, Jr.
Columbus

Reader ‘Flummoxed’
Over Paper’s Decisions

In my years as a Westfield Leader sub-
scriber, I’ve regularly wondered whether
there is any logic behind the paper’s edi-
torial decisions. But never have I been so
flummoxed as I am after you buried on
page 10, of the January 31 issue, a story
about an 89-year-old man, Westfield’s
former tax collector no less, being bilked
out of his life savings by a local business
owner who turned out to be a con man? —
A tale made all the more dramatic, inter-
esting and important by the fact that the
scam was foiled by one of Westfield’s
most popular private citizens, Vicki’s
Diner proprietor Helen Rentoulis.

This is the kind of story that begs for
front-page treatment, if not for its sheer
drama, then certainly for the lesson it
holds for Westfield’s seniors and those
who care about them.

Instead, we get an utterly incompre-
hensible and pointless lead story about
the report of a land-use task force that
likely sent most readers into R.E.M. sleep
by the second paragraph.

Please wake up, folks.

Justin Schack
Westfield

Corzine Should ‘See Where Dollars
Are Being Spent Unnecessarily’

Very soon, Governor Jon Corzine will
be in your community, holding a Town
Hall Meeting to promote his plan to in-
crease tolls.

Before the Governor asks us to dig
further into our pockets and turn over
more of our hard-earned money to the
State of New Jersey, he should review the
budget and see where our tax dollars are
being spent unnecessarily.

Did you know that hundreds of mil-
lions of tax dollars were spent to repair
New Jersey’s infrastructure when the
Delaware River overflowed its banks in
2004, 2005 and 2006?

Prior to 2001, there had been no flood-
ing since the flood of 1955, which was a
result of two hurricanes, back-to-back.
Over the years, the daily amount of water
taken from the Delaware River has re-
mained the same; however, beginning in
2001, and continuing to this day, New
York City (NYC) Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) is using/di-
verting less water on a daily basis, thus
leading to full and “spilling over” reser-
voirs.

Add in the melting snow pack and a
touch of Mother Nature, and the reser-
voirs are spilling over billions of gallons
of water into the Delaware River, which
overflows its banks and, in some cases,
breaks through its banks, destroying towns

and wreaking havoc on New Jersey’s
infrastructure.

Why should N.J. taxpayers have to pay
millions of dollars for repairs when the
damage was as a result of our neighbor’s
(NYC DEP) mismanagement of their res-
ervoirs?

If I were your neighbor, and I caused
damage to your property, would you not
look to me to pay for the damage? Would
you not look to me to remedy the problem
so that the damage would not occur again,
and again and again?

Merely lowering the Cannonsville,
Pepacton and Neversink reservoirs to 80
percent would provide a safety void. Why
doesn’t Governor Corzine address this
issue and defend the taxpayers in the State
of New Jersey from the repeated on-
slaught of flooding and the resultant wast-
ing of hundreds of millions of dollars in
tax money spent to repair New Jersey’s
infrastructure instead of asking us to hand
over more of our hard-earned money?

Even if you don’t live in a county di-
rectly affected by the river, you are still
paying the hundreds of millions of dollars
in state taxes to fix everything every time
it floods. We need to demand that our
Governor address this issue and the result-
ant wasteful spending of our tax dollars.

Sharron Dallas
Stockton

Letters to the Editor

Red-Tailed Hawk
Photo Clarification

Thank you for printing my photo of the
hawk [January 31]. But, I just wanted you
to be aware that it was a red-tailed hawk,
not a white-tailed hawk. The range of the
white-tailed hawk is southern Texas to
southern South America, per the Audubon
Society Field Guide.

Barbara Uhr
Westfield

Museum Deserves
Restoration Funding
We recently visited George

Washington’s Headquarters in
Morristown. We were shocked to dis-
cover that the museum has been closed
for three years; that there are no exhibits
being shown at the museum now that The
Ford Mansion, where General Washing-
ton and his soldiers stayed, has opened for
tours; and that Congress has not appropri-
ated the money to complete the renova-
tion of the museum.

This is America’s heritage, and we
should proudly show it. Other countries
take great pride in their heritage and
spend considerable sums of money on
preserving their heritage. Unfortunately,
Congress apparently does not think that
this museum is important enough to be
restored with federal funds. Yet the
country has spent nearly $1 trillion on
the disastrous and unnecessary war in
Iraq.

Certainly, a pittance of the amount
spent on this war could be spent on restor-
ing the museum, so that young and old
may learn more about the courageous acts
of revolutionary soldiers and their com-
mander to win America’s freedom.

Dr. Stephen and Joyanne Schoeman
Westfield

‘Chances of Finding a SID Grant
In Baghdad Greater Than in SP’

I attended the Special Improvement
District (SID) meeting last week as a
member of the public and a residential
taxpayer in our community for almost 29
years.

My current business started in down-
town Scotch Plains in 1989 but outgrew
its space within a few years. I found our
initial success in Scotch Plains and wanted
my business to remain in town, but I
couldn’t find appropriate office space to
either rent or buy that could comfortably
accommodate us.

We enjoyed being able to walk to local
restaurants for lunch and shop in the neigh-
borhood stores. We created local em-
ployment, not only for full-time profes-
sional staff but for local high-school and
college students as well. Not being able to
find appropriate space to grow into in
Scotch Plains was disappointing and
costly.

Personally, I believe that the thought of
redeveloping the downtown area is an
excellent one, but there are realistic con-
siderations that must be addressed.

At the meeting, I witnessed the opinions
of two camps. One group who will benefit
by any improvement in the downtown area
and the other group potentially will be
bearing the cost of the decisions made.

The mayor did say that the landlords
can pass along the assessment to their
tenants. (Isn’t that taxation without repre-
sentation?) Both groups made excellent
points worthy of consideration.

There were a few points made that need
further consideration.

The Special Improvement Director will
be charged with finding grants to improve
our soon-to-be-formed “SID.”

I think that, given the state of our
local, state and federal budgets, the
chances of finding a grant for a “SID” in
downtown Baghdad is significantly
greater than finding one for Downtown
Scotch Plains. It would be more realistic
to look for private investment, which
brings with it the anticipated threat of
eminent domain.

If this is the case, I can’t blame the local
property owners on the other side of the
equation for their concern.

The local towns that have made sig-
nificant improvements in their down-
town area have a common, important
element: a train station, along with com-
muters who patronize the local busi-
nesses.

Our train station is in Fanwood. I have
to commend the current political leader-
ship in Fanwood for recognizing the po-
tential and seizing the opportunity to en-
courage private investment in their com-
munity.

The joke used to be that looking at a
map, Fanwood was the “hole” in the
Scotch Plains donut. Perhaps Fanwood is
now the epicenter of economic growth in
our sister communities. Maybe we should
be planning in concert with them instead

of independently?
Finally, I’d like to make a recommen-

dation to the mayor and the council. Don’t
pick the pockets of the local downtown
property owners as you experiment with
the “SID” concept.

If this is successful, it will increase
rate-ables and ultimately improve our
residential taxes rates. If we are talking
about $70 to $100,000 of seed money,
find it in our municipal budget, not the
pockets of the downtown landlords.

The first steps should include a town-
wide survey to find out what improve-
ments can be made to encourage local
residents to do more business in Down-
town Scotch Plains. If the answer is none,
accept it and plan appropriately. We, as a
community, can’t afford the concept of
“Build it, and they will come.”

If there are grants available, I am sure
that our mayor with his many years of
networking with the leadership of other
communities should have a handle on
what is currently and realistically avail-
able.

I know that during the brief time we
had a Democratic mayor, she found a
$450,000 grant that was used to put in the
streetlights and other improvements
downtown, which we still enjoy. If there
aren’t grants available in the next few
years, why charge a “SID” manager with
unrealistic expectations?

If there are special interests that may
profit from real-estate investments, that,
too, is okay. As long as we are reasonably
assured that the root of the “SID” is for the
benefit of our entire community and not
exclusively to benefit special real-estate-
investment interests, then I am sure that
we would all be a lot more comfortable
with the concept.

The mayor already told us that the SID
is going to happen. He regrets voting
against it in the past. Let’s hope that all the
taxpayers and citizens are well served.

Louis Beckerman
Scotch Plains

PT REPORTERS NEEDED
Strong, community-minded,
detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed
to cover local government
evening meetings. Must be able
to meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead, and take an active
interest in a regular beat in order
to develop news stories. This
opportunity is perfect for stay-
at-home moms, as a second
income or just for those who
love to write. Please e-mail
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

SP Dem Chairman Chides
Mayor Martin Marks’ Legacy

Last week, in discussing the upcom-
ing consideration of the 2008 budget
[Scotch Plains], I commented that it
looked as though the mayor and mu-
nicipal manager were not likely to be in
the Scotch Plains government next year,
and that we should not, therefore, lose
sight of the long term. I believe I used
the term “last hurrah” in connection
with that.

After the letter was submitted, I at-
tended the public meeting concerning the
proposed SID and reviewed the published
Congressional Primary Campaign report
of Mayor Marks.

I detected what appears to be a theme
that seems to run through these items and
is consistent with a theme that has been
noticed and which I have commented on
this year. The theme relates to construc-
tion, real property and bonds.

The fact that a number of the projects
the mayor has already started are not
yet complete suggests that, while it is
good to have self-confidence, he might
be better served by not believing his
own representations of expertise and
success.

The mini-golf course is built but is not
serving its heralded purpose of reliving
the tax burden on municipal taxpayers.
The municipal building is still not com-
pleted and is only within budget if you are
allowed to account for portions of the real
expenses in other budgets and accounts.
The Terry Lou Zoo park project, which
started 10 years ago with a purchase of
land that cost the town about $1,000,000,
has not yet been defined, let alone built.

Let us hope, that in what the mayor has
said is likely to be his last year as our

mayor, that he does not push a series of
projects through, to leave him with a
lasting legacy, while he is distracted by a
congressional campaign.

He would better serve us if he would
spend what ever time and attention he has
for Scotch Plains on trying to not raise the
municipal portion of our property taxes
this year and completing what has been
started — rather than starting more
projects so as to leave more unfinished
business and debt service for the next
administration.

Dick Samuel
SP Dem. Chair
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January 30, 2008 Town Hall Meeting at Union County College, Cranford, NJ

When Pigs Fly Over the State House…
“…pigs will fly over the State House before there’s a realistic level of new taxes or spending cuts that can fix this mess.”

Governor Jon S. Corzine, State of the State Address, January 8, 2008

Financial Emergency
20 years of short-sighted financial decisions by both parties left us in a deep hole

Misspending

Overspending 

Irresponsible Borrowing

“We’re in a hole and if we want to get out, we have to stop digging”

2

Annual Budget Crisis
A financial emergency

♦ Every year New Jersey starts the budget process billions in the red

♦ Every year the budget magically gets fixed

♦ But the problem wasn’t fixed, it was hidden

– Taxes and fees raised

– Borrowing exploded

– Pension/health care payments avoided

– Unemployment and other trust funds raided

– Tricks and gimmicks found

“Our fiscal foundation must be fixed for the next fifty years, not the next fifty 
weeks.” - Governor Jon S. Corzine

Challenges to Balancing New Jersey's General Fund

Revenue Spending

FY08

32.51,2

FY08

33.51

FY09
33.3

FY09
35.8

2.5% 
Increase

FY09 Projected Structural Deficit: ($2.5) billion

($ in Billions)

6.9% 
Increase

Notes:
1 The FY08 Budget was balanced through the use of a combination of $0.7 billion in sales tax carry forwards and $1.2 billion in other carry forwards leaving $0.6 billion as the projected fund 

balance carry forward for FY09
2 Reflects current estimate of FY08 revenue

The structural deficit is 
caused by the State’s 

inability to match recurring 
revenues to recurring 

expenditures.

4
5

Impact of Credit Card Culture on Budget and Taxpayers

♦ Debt is “crowding out” education, health care, property tax relief and senior services

♦ Taxpayers are paying more for debt:

– New Jersey has 3rd highest debt burden in country

– $3,700 in debt for every man, woman and child ($10,200 debt per household)

• First $860 in household taxes goes to pay debt

– $16,000 total long-term obligations per capita ($45,000 per household for all 

long-term obligations)

New Jersey Has Significant Long Term Obligations 
Which Result in Large Annual Budget Requirements

Notes:
1 Excludes “current” pension obligation

Long Term Obligations Actual Budget Impact

Debt $32 billion

Unfunded Pension Liability 1 $25 billion

Post Retirement Medical 
Liability

$58 billion

Total $115 billion

Debt Service $2.6 billion

Pension Contribution $1.1 billion

Post Retirement Medical 
Expense 

$1.1 billion

Total $4.8 billion

Annually Required Contribution FY2008

Debt Service $2.6 billion

Pension Contribution $2.3 billion

Post Retirement Medical 
Liability 

$4.9 billion

Total $9.80 billion

$1.8bn 
6%

Higher 
Education

$8.2bn
29%
Other

$2.5bn 
9%

Direct 
Property 

Tax 
Payments

$8.8bn
30%

School Aid

$5.6bn 
20%

Medical 

Costs1

$1.7bn 
6%

Municipal 
Aid

$28.7bn
86%

Remainder of 
Budget

 $4.8bn
14%

Debt Service, 
Pension & 

Post 
Retirement 

Medical 

 $23.7bn 
71%

Remainder of 
Budget

$9.8bn 
29%

Debt Service, 
Pension & Post 

Retirement 
Medical Expense

8

Actual Budget Impact 
Fiscal Year 2008

Annual Required Contribution 
Fiscal Year 2008

New Jersey’s Long Term Obligations “Crowding Out”
Education, Healthcare, Property Tax Relief and Senior Services

Total FY08 Budget = $33.5bnTotal FY08 Budget = $33.5bn

Remainder of Budget 
Fiscal Year 2008

Notes:

1    Medicaid, PAAD, Hospital Assistance, Mental Health and DD

$28.7bn
86%

Remainder of 
Budget

 $4.8bn
14%

Debt Service, 
Pension & 

Post 
Retirement 

Toll Revenue Projections vs. Capital Investment By County –
FY 2009-2018

Toll Revenue Projections

Return of Investment

11

$272 M
$2.2 B

$837 M
$4.9 B

$730 M 
$3.6 B

$670 M
$5.6 B

$568 M
$3.3 B$1.2 B

$4.2 B
$939 M
$2.9 B

$706 M
$2.0 B

$862 M 
$1.3 B

$78 M
$741 M 

$18 M
$488 M

$15 M
$516 M

$192 M
$2.2 B

$33 M
$604 M

$105 M
$1.3 B

$196 M
$1.4 B

$289 M
$1.3 B

$273 M
$1.9 B

$118 M
$817 M

$14 M 
$274 M

$39 M
$410 M
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Post 2009, Spending Growth Must Equal Revenue Growth

♦Rate of expected revenue growth limits future spending

♦Voter approval for debt

– Constitutional Amendment requiring voter approval of 
debt without a dedicated revenue source

– Put the public back in charge of State borrowing

– What the Constitution intended

When Pigs Fly Over the State House…

♦ Easy to say that we can pay down half the 

State's debt and fund transportation 

improvements if we “just cut more spending 

and get rid of all waste, fraud and abuse”

♦ We are committed to cutting $2.5 billion from 

next  year’s budget so we can freeze overall 

spending at this year’s level.

“…pigs will fly over the State House before there’s a realistic level of new taxes or spending 
cuts that can fix this mess.”

- Governor Jon S. Corzine, State of the State Address, January 8, 2008

$42 Billion Investment in Transportation for 2009-2018

Top 5 Highway Investments

1.  295/676/42 Congestion Relief and Safety 
Project

2.  Route 17 Congestion relief Project

3.  Turnpike Congestion and Capacity Expansion 
Project

4.  Parkway Congestion and Capacity Expansion 
Project

5.  Route 1 Congestion Relief and Safety 
Improvement Project

Top 5 Mass Transit Investments

1.  ARC- New rail Tunnel under the Hudson River 

2.  PATCO Extension into Gloucester County-
Alternative Analysis and Preliminary Engineering

3.  Monmouth-Ocean Rail Line Analysis

4.  Extension of Northern Branch in Bergen County

5.  $1 Billion Investment in Buses 

Mass Transit 
Investments

$17 bn

Highway 
Investments

$25 bn

10

13

The Alternatives to Pay Down Debt and Invest in Transportation

1

3

2

4

♦ Permanent 20% across the board income tax hike

♦ Permanent 30% sales tax increase

♦ Permanent 45-50 cent gas tax increase per gallon

♦ Maximum 50% toll increase in 2010, 2014, 2018 and 2022 plus inflation adjustment
♦ Only cost of inflation increases thereafter
♦ Burden shared equally by all drivers, including out-of-state drivers and commercial 

vehicles

5

♦ Cut $4.5 billion to $5.0 billion of expenses (13-15% of the budget)

Freeze spending in 2009 budget

Limit future spending to revenue growth

Limit future borrowing by requiring voter approval 

(unless with a dedicated revenue source)

Capture value in toll roads: 

a) to pay down 50% of State debt 

b) fund transportation improvements for 75 years

1

2

3

4

Financial Restructuring and Debt Reduction Plan
A comprehensive solution

15

Freeze Spending in 2009 Budget

♦ Spending time-out to “make-up” or “catch up” for years 

of over-spending

♦ Spending freeze means $2 to $2.5 billion in overall 

cuts

♦ Progress to date in reducing spending

– Cut over 2,000 jobs, including 400 political appointees

– Current freeze in most hiring

– Cut spending on Christmas Tree earmarks

– Raised retirement age from 55 to 60 for new employees

– State employees are now contributing to health care

– Established statewide Comptroller

– Cap on local property tax levy

– Created 401k plans for higher income employees and 

political appointees

Revenue Spending

FY08

32.51,2

FY08

33.51

FY09
33.3

FY09
35.8

2.5% 
Increase

6.9% 
Increase

Notes:

1     The FY08 Budget was balanced through the use of a combination of $0.7 billion in sales tax carry forwards and $1.2 billion in other carry forwards leaving $0.6 billion as the 
projected fund balance carry forward for FY09

2     Reflects current estimate of FY08 revenue

The Cost of Congestion….

12

♦ New Jerseyans waste more than a full work week, or 52 hours per year, stuck in traffic1

♦ The average annual cost of congestion for New Jersey $1,443 per licensed driver1

♦ New Jersey has the 3rd longest commute time in the nation2

♦ By 2015, traffic will grow by 18% on our highways2

1    NJIT 2007 Alternative Performance Measures for Evaluating Congestion – DRAFT Final Report
2    New Jersey DOT Capital Investment Strategy FY2008-2012

9

Massive Transportation Needs but No Money After 2011

♦ New Jersey… most densely populated corridor state

♦ Absolutely dependent  on transportation network

♦ Almost $2 billion in annual federal funding at risk

♦ $40 billion in transportation needs over the next decade for safety and congestion relief

– 700 deficient bridges

– 10,000 miles of highways to be resurfaced

– 2nd rail tunnel under the Hudson River

– Widening of the Turnpike, Parkway and Atlantic City Expressway

Note:
1 Moody’s State Debt Medians, April 2007

‘98 ‘99 ‘00 ‘01 ‘02 ‘03 ‘04 ‘05 ‘06

5

10

15

30

20

25

$35

CAGR = 12.7%

Net Tax-Supported Debt Outstanding 
($ in Billions)

Fiscal Year

‘07

New Jersey’s Debt Burden is One of the Highest1 in the 
Country, and Growing Rapidly

500

1,000

1,500

3,000

2,000

2,500

$3,500

Per Capita State Debt

State 
Median1

New 
Jersey

CAGR = Compound Annual Growth Rate
= debt issued since June 2007

‘97‘96‘92 ‘93 ‘94 ‘95‘91‘90

6

Short-Sighted Financial Decisions

♦ Pension Bonds pay for tax cuts and spending

♦ Pension contributions avoided

♦ Unfunded pension enhancements made

♦ Inflated revenue figures “pay” for new spending

♦ Borrowing used for current spending

♦ Spending grows 2x the rate of revenue growth 

1997

2002

1990-2005

2000 and 
2001

2004

1997-2005

February 2008

Slides are in order of left to right then downward.
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State Legislators Seek More Info. on Corzine Plan, Cuts
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and the Times

TRENTON — State legislators said
they are waiting for more details on
both Governor Jon Corzine’s restruc-
turing and debt-reduction plan, as
well as cuts to the soon-to-be-un-
veiled state budget before issuing ei-

ther support or alternative plans to cut
the state’s $32 billion of bonded debt.

State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-
21, Westfield), the Senate minority
leader, said it is “difficult” for Re-
publicans to issue an alternative to
the Governor’s plan without more
comprehensive details.

“In the meantime, we all know that
deep spending cuts will have to be
made, and we have asked the Gover-
nor to look at the billions in proposed
cuts that we have offered up in previ-

ous budget cycles,” he said in an e-
mail to The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

According to the Senate Republi-
can Office, last year’s recommenda-
tions included spending cuts, which
incorporated eliminating the office
of the public advocate, a savings of

$6.3 million; eliminating the depart-
ment of personnel, a savings of $10
million, with restructuring of its ser-
vices; ridding the state of cost-of-
living increases to some 29,000 state
employees who the GOP says each
make more than $60,000 per year;
and eliminating two-thirds of the
state’s 1,300 “political appointees”
to save $71 million.

Jenn Sciortino, a communications
staff member with the Senate Demo-
crats, said a bipartisan “working

group” of legislators was formed “to
examine cuts in all areas” of state
government. The committee includes
Senator Barbara Buono (LD-18,
Edison), chairman of the Senate Bud-
get and Appropriations Committee,
and Louis Greenwald (LD-6,
Voorhees), chairman of the Assem-

bly Budget Committee, both Demo-
crats; and Assemblyman Joseph
Malone (LD-30, Bordentown), the
Republican budget officer.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield) said, “He (Governor
Corzine) has not demonstrated for
two years that he is a lean-and-mean
governor.”

He said the public would have bet-
ter received the Governor at his Town
Hall meetings had he shown “good
faith” cuts in state spending.

Mr. Bramnick wants a number of
changes, including implementing a
401(k) system for state employees to
replace the existing pension system.
The assemblyman also wants perfor-
mance audits on state government to
identify specific spending cuts. He
said the GOP has proposed “millions
and millions” of dollars in spending
cuts in previous state budgets.

Assemblyman Eric Munoz (LD-
21, Summit) said if the Governor’s
proposed toll hikes on the Garden
State Parkway, New Jersey Turnpike,
Atlantic City Expressway and along
Route 440 were approved, “the stan-
dard of living will go down” as New
Jerseyans would have less discretion-
ary dollars to spend on goods and
services.

“State government just has to get
smaller,” he said, adding that state-
spending increases should not be
higher than the rate of inflation.

Mr. Munoz said city funding, which
he said amounts to “billions and bil-
lions” of dollars, including $100 bil-
lion to Newark over the past 40 years,
“must be reduced.”

“I don’t want to abandon the cities,
[but] I don’t think we can afford to
continue [to spend that amount of
money],” he said.

Meanwhile, Democrats also said
they were waiting for more details
before showing their support for Mr.
Corzine’s plan or offering their rec-
ommendations for cuts.

Assemblyman Jerry Green (LD-
22, Plainfield) said elected officials
in his district are asking for further
details on the Governor’s plan.

“Before I buy into increasing tolls,
I have to look at everything,” he said.

“Obviously, there is a lot involved
[in Mr. Corzine’s plan],” Mr. Green
said. “I don’t want to make it sound
like all mayors in my district are
supportive of it,” noting that Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks has an-
nounced his opposition to the plan.

Mr. Green said the state is facing a
fiscal “crisis” that [is] going to re-
quire more than cutting jobs.”

“I want to make sure we look at
every aspect of government to make
sure we are getting our fair share of
federal dollars,” he said, noting that
New Jersey is not receiving enough

aid for housing and health care.
Assemblyman Joe Cryan (LD-20,

Union), state Democratic chairman,
said the Governor is not telling state
residents what they want to hear. “He’s
telling us what we need to hear if we
want to get our finances in order.”

“There are some partisan reaction-
aries who are trying to play politics
with this, but most of the people who

attended the meeting in Cranford re-
sponded the same way as the people
around New Jersey. They are listening
with an open mind,” Mr. Cryan said.

“His (Corzine’s) plan is the best
financial response to New Jersey’s
long- and- short-term needs any of us
have seen. Financial restructuring,
when coupled with ongoing substan-
tial cost-reduction and control, will
save our state for our children and our
children’s children. We should rec-
ognize that his plan is not just about
numbers, it’s about priorities and re-

sponsibility,” Mr. Cryan said in an e-
mail to The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

State Senator Raymond Lesniak
(LD-20 Union), a Democrat, stated,
“The overwhelming attendance at last
week’s town-hall meeting sent a
strong message. The residents of
Union County are aware of the
Governor’s plan and are keeping a

watchful eye on the process. While
the Governor presented a thorough
plan, it still needs to be vetted by the
State Legislature to ensure that our
constituents’ best interests are served.”

Democratic State Senator Nicho-
las Scutari (LD-22, Linden) was at
the Super Bowl and not available for
comment. Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) and As-
semblyman Neil Cohen (LD-20,
Union), both Democrats, did not re-
spond to inquiries seeking comment
for this story.

Governor Corzine’s Budget Slide ShowGovernor Corzine’s Budget Slide ShowGovernor Corzine’s Budget Slide ShowGovernor Corzine’s Budget Slide ShowGovernor Corzine’s Budget Slide Show
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Capturing the Value of Our Toll Roads:
The Corzine Principles

♦ New Jersey’s roadways will not be sold; and they will not be leased to a for-profit or foreign 
operator

♦ Allowable use of proceeds (reducing State debt and capital investments) will be identified 
upfront and subject to a public and/or legislative approval with safeguards against diversions 
for other uses

♦ New Jersey citizens will retain ownership and the benefits from initial proceeds and ongoing 
operations

♦ Safety, maintenance and operating standards will be provided at current or improved levels

♦ Sufficient funding to meet the long-term capital needs required to improve our roadways and 
reduce congestion will be provided

♦ Terms and conditions of employment for current employees and contractors will remain 
unchanged with prevailing wage and competitive contracting procedures retained

♦ Toll schedules will be open, predictable and available to the public

♦ There will be a substantial, open and public discussion in advance of any transaction.  I will 
hold 21 town hall meetings in 21 counties

♦ The State’s bonded debt will be reduced by at least 50%.

♦ Permanent funding will be provided for the State’s Transportation Trust Fund borrowing

♦ There will be new limits established on State debt issuance
19

Public Benefit Corporation (PBC)

♦ A New Jersey non-profit “public benefit corporation” will be formed to manage, not own, 
the day-to-day operations of the roadways

♦ PBC will manage Parkway, Turnpike, Atlantic City Expressway and a piece of Route 440

♦ The public continues to own and benefit from the roads’ operating and economic value

♦ PBC will have an independent, non-political Board of Directors

♦ State and PBC will execute a Concession Agreement (legal contract) that dictates all 
conditions of the operations, safety, maintenance and investments

♦ Safety, maintenance and operating standards will be monitored by the State and 
provided at current or improved levels

– Snow removal, emergency assistance, roadside clean up remain the same
– State police continue to patrol roads
– Current environmental rules apply
– Terms and conditions for current employees and contractors remain 
– Capital improvements, including widenings, required 

♦ Significant financial penalties imposed on PBC for any unmet contract standards

20

Public Benefit Corporation Structure and Governance

Public Benefit Corporation -
Operator of the Toll Roads

state agency -
Owner of the Toll Roads

Citizens Oversight Board, Inc.  -
Representing the Public Interest

Concession

Initial payment and 
future periodic 

payments

Vote for PBC Board 
Members

Agreement

PBC Board of 
Directors

Lenders/ 
Bondholders

Attorney General

Oversight of non-profit 
organizations

Public reporting
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PBC Stands Alone

♦ Just as Turnpike and Parkway do today, PBC will borrow funds based on identified and dedicated 
toll revenues  

♦ PBC is a separate stand-alone, non-profit company

♦ PBC debt is not State debt.  

– There is no general or moral obligation of the State for this debt

♦ PBC could raise $32 – 38 billion dollars from dedicated revenues

♦ Initial PBC payment to State agreed to in Concession Agreement

– Use of initial payment and subsequent periodic payments defined in authorizing legislation

♦ The Concession Agreement is a legally enforceable contract

– Failure of PBC to meet all its contractual obligations under the Concession Agreement will be 
subject to legal enforcement by the State, including periodic payment obligations, maintenance, 
operations and capital investments

♦ Failure of PBC to meet all its financial and operating obligations will be subject to enforcement by 
PBC’s lenders under their lending documents

♦ Failure of PBC to meet its non-profit mission is subject to legal enforcement by the Attorney 
General under the NJ Not-for-Profit Corporation Law

22

Toll Schedule

♦ First increase is in 2010 and is a maximum of 50% plus inflation adjustment

♦ Three other increases of up to a maximum of 50% plus inflation adjustment 
will come in 2014, 2018, and 2022; then only inflationary increases thereafter

♦ Average trip on the Turnpike today is $1.20
– In five years, the average trip on the Turnpike (3 exits) will be $2.05

– In ten years, it will be $5.85

New Jersey Turnpike 1

Concession Year 2010 2014 2018 2022
Passenger Vehicle

Average Trip 2 $2.05 3.45 5.85 9.85

Garden State Parkway 1

Concession Year 2010 2014 2018 2022

Average Trip 3
0.60 0.95 1.60 2.70

Atlantic City Expressway 1

Concession Year 2010 2014 2018 2022
$0.50 Toll Barrier 4 0.85 1.45 2.40 4.05

Notes:

1 Assumes 3% Annual CPI Increases 

2 Assumes 22.9 mile average trip

3 Assumes 15 mile average trip

4 $0.50 ramp tolls are the majority of the ACE toll points
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♦ Tolls have never kept up with inflation or capital needs of the roadways

♦ Turnpike tolls have gone up only five times in its 56 year history

♦ Parkway tolls haven’t been increased since 1989 and only once in over 50 years

– a gallon of gas was $1.13

– a movie ticket was $4.00 

♦ Average tolls nationally are 9 cents/mile

♦ Replacement cost for New Jersey roads is 16 cents/mile

– Garden State Parkway toll today = 2.2 cents/mile

– New Jersey Turnpike toll today = 5.5 cents/mile

–Atlantic City Expressway toll today = 5.6 cents/mile

Inflation and Cost of Living Outpace Tolls

Problem

Notes: 
Over 50% of Turnpike users and nearly 1/3rd of AC Expressway and Parkway users are not New Jersey residents

24

♦ $10 billion to eliminate existing debt on the Turnpike, Parkway and     

Atlantic City Expressway and to create the appropriate bond reserves

♦$4 billion in capital reserves for toll road improvements and 

widenings

♦$18 – $24 billion to reduce state debt and fund transportation 

improvements

♦Permanently reduces annual budget principal and interest payments 

by $600 million to $1 billion

Solely to pay down debt and for transportation investment

Use of Proceeds
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How Does This Meet Our Goals?

Not State Debt 
 

♦ PBC is a stand-alone, non-profit company separate from the State 

Private Sector 
Efficiencies 

 ♦ A professional, qualified board and management team, independent of us, will be hired 
to manage our roads safely and efficiently 

Raising 
Capital 

 

♦ The independent, non-profit corporation has the capacity to issue significant debt 

No Sale of 
Assets 

 

♦ Ownership of roadways retained by the State 

No Equity 
Investors 

 
♦ State benefits from future performance improvements through future periodic payments 

(No equity returns are paid to third parties) 

Dedicated Use  
of Proceeds 

 

♦ All proceeds used solely for debt reduction and transportation investments 

Transportation 
Investment 

 

♦ Billions of dollars in maintenance and capital investment made to transportation network 
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Summary of Financial Restructuring and Debt Reduction Plan

Eliminates Structural Budget Deficit

Matches recurring revenue to recurring 
expenditures

Limits Future Spending

Limits Future Borrowing

Pays down the State’s debt by half

Funds transportation improvements for 75 years

1

6

5

4

3

2

Concluding Slide
 Commentary: “All in all, if the plan is put in place in its entirety, it would address many of the concerns that revolve around New Jersey’s general obligation credit rating and its fiscal operations,” Mark Tenenhaus, Moody’s Investors
Service, Bergen Record 1/21/08; The New Jersey Chamber of Commerce, “applauds the governor for putting forth a bold and aggressive plan designed to reduce out-of-control state debt and create stable long-term funding for much-
needed transportation projects. Addressing these two issues is key to fostering economic growth,” NJ Chamber of Commerce Chairman William Marino, Star Ledger and Asbury Park Press, 1/30/08;“I believe that this restructuring
plan will benefit the entire citizenry of New Jersey in the long run, and that foresight and strategic planning are needed to maintain the vitality and leadership positions of New Jersey and its institutions of higher education,” Shirley
M. Tilghman, President of Princeton University, 1/22/08; “But I would remind all New Jerseyans that mere opposition is not a meaningful public policy,” Bob Franks, 1/10/08; “The financial restructuring and debt reduction initiative
put forward has, at its core, the reforms necessary for New Jersey to get back on the right fiscal track…” Bob Franks, 1/10/08; “Our fiscal foundation must be fixed for the next fifty years, not the next fifty weeks,” Governor Jon
S. Corzine.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO WAY TO SLICE IT...Governor Jon Corzine tells the overflow crowd at Union
County College in Cranford on January 30 about the fiscal crisis in the state due
to $32 billion of debt that has accumulated and $80 billion in pension and health-
care obligations that have not been funded.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LISTENING INTENTLY...The overflow audience listens intently to Governor Corzine’s presentation about the fiscal crisis
in the state before becoming vocal and contentious at times during the question-and-answer session.
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MR. AND MRS. JASON MICHAEL GASTWIRTH
(She is the former Miss Lesley Lynn McLay)

Miss Lesley L. McLay
Weds Jason M. Gastwirth
Miss Lesley Lynn McLay, the

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Bussell
McLay of Slidell, La., formerly of
Westfield, was married on Saturday,
July 7, to Jason Michael Gastwirth. He
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Loren
Michael Gastwirth of Atlanta, Ga.

The Reverend Stuart Greene offi-
ciated at the late afternoon candle-
light ceremony, held at the Smyrna
First United Methodist Church in
Atlanta, Ga. Ms. April Sturgell’s op-
eratic singing of the “Lord’s Prayer”
highlighted the service, which also
included the reading of scripture by
Miss Amberly Lakemaker.

A reception followed the service on
the 17th floor of the Georgian Club,
which offered guests a panoramic view
of the Kennasaw Mountains and the
lights of the city of Atlanta.

Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore a strapless, A-line, shim-
mering organza asymmetrical Maggie
Sottero gown with a full train and
corset-style back. The dress’s three
cascading tiers were accented with
Swarovski crystals, pearls, glass beads

and sequins. Her fingertip-length veil
was edged in matching beads and crys-
tals. She carried a colorful, garden-
style bouquet of lisianthus, iris, free-
sia, vendella roses and stephanotis.

Miss Ramona East of Montgomery,
Ala. was the maid of honor. The bridal
attendants were Mrs. Sarah McLay of
Chamblee, Ga., sister-in-law of the
bride; Mrs. Marnee Byrd of Mableton,
Ga., sister of the bridegroom, and Mrs.
Amy Hamilton of Suwanne, Ga.

The women’s sage green, empire-
waist chiffon gowns featured a split
front and crystals at the waist and on
the shoulder straps. They carried hand
tied bouquets of purple, pink and
yellow wildflowers.

Davin Gastwirth of Atlanta, Ga.
served as his brother’s best man. The
groomsmen included Scott McLay of
Chamblee, Ga., brother of the bride;
Dr. Tim Byrd of Mableton, Ga.,
brother-in-law of the bridegroom, and
Lance Greenhaw of Atlanta, Ga.

The bride graduated with a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Environ-
mental Science from the University
of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, Ala. and is
employed with ENSR in Atlanta as an
environmental consultant. She is the
granddaughter of Mrs. Valerie Rusch
of Westfield and the late Frank J.
Rusch and Mr. and Mrs. John McLay
of Holmdel, formerly of Westfield.

A graduate of Lee University in
Cleveland, Tenn., where he earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Commu-
nications, the bridegroom is employed
with Aim Marketing Solutions in At-
lanta as a sports marketing director.

The parents of the bridegroom
hosted a rehearsal dinner the evening
before the wedding at the River Room
along the banks of the Chattahoochee
River in Atlanta.

Following a wedding trip to Negril,
Jamaica, the couple resides in Atlanta.

Ms. Jill S. Chicalace and Phillip A. Orsini

Ms. Jill S. Chicalace
To Marry Phillip A. Orsini
Mr. and Mrs. John Chicalace of

Hillsborough have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Ms.
Jill Suzanne Chicalace, to Phillip
Anthony Orsini. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. John Orsini of Westfield.

The bride-to-be was raised in
Hillsborough and graduated in 1998
from Immaculata High School in
Somerville. She graduated in 2002
from High Point University in High
Point, N.C.

Ms. Chicalace currently is em-
ployed with the advertising firm
DDB Worldwide. She works as an
account executive in the company’s

Manhattan office.
The future bridegroom was raised

in Westfield and is a 1998 graduate
of Westfield High School. Mr. Orsini
graduated in 2002 from the Univer-
sity of Rhode Island in Kingston,
R.I.

He is employed with the Elizabeth
Board of Education as both a teacher
and coach.

The couple met through a mutual
friend in the summer of 2005 and
will be married in June at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.

Miller-Cory to Present
Valentine’s Day Event
WESTFIELD – Families are in-

vited to celebrate Valentine’s Day at
the Miller-Cory House Museum this
Sunday, February 10, from 2 to 4 p.m.
at a program entitled “Historic Valen-
tines.” The museum is located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield.

The custom of sending Valentine’s
Day cards to one another was widely
practiced in Colonial America. Many
young men would send cards to their
sweethearts that were festooned with
hearts and flowers and included a
poem inside.

Evelyn Kennelly of Westfield will
discuss the history of valentines and
display a variety of samples. Jean
Groszmann of Fanwood also will
share her vast collection of valentines
as part of the exhibit. Children will
have the opportunity to make a valen-
tine craft at the museum to take home.

The fee is $2.50 for adults and $1
for students; children under age 4
may attend for free. While at the
museum, visitors are invited to stop
by the gift shop, which is stocked
with Colonial toys, crafts, books and
educational materials.

The next program at the Miller-
Cory House Museum will be “Pets in
the White House” on Sunday, Febru-
ary 24. For more information, call the
museum office weekday mornings at
(908) 232-1776.

Mr. Malcolm to Be Honored
At Center For Hope Ball

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Center
For Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
will host its 22nd annual Charity Ball
on Saturday, March 1, from 7:30 p.m.
to midnight at L’Affaire, located on
Route 22, East, in Mountainside.

This annual fundraiser is organized
as a way to bring people together to
reflect on the past, celebrate the center’s
achievements and pledge support to
the future of quality end-of-life care.

Each year, one person is honored at
the dinner with the Coloney-Hudson
Award, named for the center’s co-
founders, for embodying the mission
and dream of the Center For Hope.

The center’s mission is to provide
terminally ill patients with the natu-
ral, humane care known as hospice,
and their families and other loved
ones with physical, emotional and
spiritual support during their time of
need, without regard to race, ethnicity,
religious affiliation or ability to pay.

 John Malcolm of Garwood has
been chosen as this year’s honoree.
He has worked in the Ironworkers
Local 480 since 1965. Currently, he
is the vice president of the District
Council of Northern New Jersey Iron-
workers and trustee to funds of the
Northern New Jersey Ironworkers.

Mr. Malcolm is an advisor to Unity
Bank, an executive board member of
the New Jersey State Building and
Construction Trades, and the Union
County Building Trades president.

He is very active in Union County,
serving as a member of the Union
County Workforce Investment Board,
the Union County Labor Advisory
Board and the Union County Open
Space Advisory Committee.

Mr. Malcolm also sits on the Union
County Alliance board of directors.
He is a member of the New Jersey

Council of Colleges, as well as the
External Relations Committee of
Kean University and the Board of
Governors of Union County College.

Mr. Malcolm has been influential
in collaborating with various trades
that worked on the building of Peggy
Coloney’s House, the center’s 30-
bed facility that opened last month at
1900 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

According to a release issued by the
center, Mr. Malcolm not only offered
significant financial support to the new
facility, but his belief in the center’s
mission led to the support of the entire
Building and Construction Trades.

“John Malcolm is a shining star,
and we are blessed to have him in-
volved with the Center For Hope
Hospice and Palliative Care,” said
Robert J. Coloney, the center’s presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer.

The cost of the event is $75, which
includes a full course dinner, wine,
beer, soda and dancing to the music
of the David Aaron Orchestra. For
tickets or ad journal information, call
(908) 288-9112.

Sunrise of Westfield                       908-317-3030                       Assisted Living, Alzheimer’s Care

240 Springfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Family and friends are invited to Sunrise of Westfield
for a Parkinson’s disease support group and discussion.
Join us to learn more and gain insight from others who
are managing this disease.

You will also have the opportunity to meet our team,
tour our community and learn about our innovative
care and services for families afflicted with Parkinson’s
disease.

Sunrise Assisted Living is committed to furthering the
knowledge of senior living topics through events and
seminars designed to help and inform seniors and their
caregivers.

Join Us for a Parkinson’s Support Group
at Sunrise of Westfield

EVENT DETAILS

Parkinson’s Support Group

Wednesday, February 13th

7:00pm

RSVP to 908-317-3030

Question and answer session
Light refreshments

Handouts

Nature Club Meeting
On Tap February 12
MOUNTAINSIDE – Due to a con-

flict in the use of the Mountainside
Municipal Courtroom on February 5,
the February meeting of the Greater
Watchung Nature Club has been re-
scheduled for Tuesday, February 12,
at 7:30 p.m. in the courtroom.

Laurie Gneiding will present
“Alaska: Micro to Magnificent.” Hav-
ing explored Alaska several times,
she will offer a photo tour of the
natural wonders of Denali and Katman
National Parks and the Kenai.

On Saturday, February 9, the club
will sponsor a trip to Merrill Creek
Reservoir in northern New Jersey.
Participants will meet at 8 a.m. at the
south side of the Fanwood train sta-
tion for carpooling and directions.

Guests are always welcome at club
meetings, on trips and at other events.

Registration Underway
For Language Classes
AREA – The Studies program of the

Polish Cultural Foundation currently is
accepting registration for its language
classes that begin the week of March 3.
Classes in Beginner’s Polish II and III
and Intermediate Polish meet on Thurs-
day evenings, and an English class is
scheduled for Wednesday evenings.

All classes meet from 7 to 9 p.m.
and run for 12 weeks. Early registra-
tion is suggested. For more informa-
tion, a copy of the foundation’s spring
brochure or to register, call the foun-
dation office at (732) 382-7197. The
Polish Cultural Foundation is located
at 177 Broadway in Clark, off Exit
135 of the Garden State Parkway.

Hiking Club Offers
Variety of Activities

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a varied program
of outdoor activities designed to pro-
vide wholesome recreation while con-
tributing to physical fitness.

Hiking and bicycling activities are
regularly scheduled. Most events take
place in central and northern New
Jersey. Membership dues are $10 per
year. Guests are invited to try out the
club before joining. For a complimen-
tary schedule, call (908) 527-4900.

Looking for a different way to say “I love you” this Valentine’s Day? You need not venture
any further than Elm Street, where CoolVines and The Green Room florist have paired up
to deliver your special Valentine the perfect gift – wine and roses. And because the
most romantic night of the year would not be complete without chocolate, they’ve
taken care of that too.

CoolVines’ foolproof Valentine’s Day package includes:

           •      A hand-selected bottle of red or white wine,
                  An optional ½ bottle of dessert or sparkling wine,

          •      A vase of three red roses from The Green Room, and

          •      A 1.8 ounce solid chocolate heart from Vosges Haut-Chocolat,
                  available in your choice of three exotic flavors.

The cost is just $75 for the single bottle pack or $90 for the two bottle pack.

This unique package has been designed exclusively for couples dining at their favorite
Westfield BYOB beginning February 14 through Saturday, February 16. Or if you prefer,
delivery can be arranged to arrive at your home. To place your order, visit
www.coolvines.com or call 908 232-5050.

Preview the pairing at CoolVines, located at 23 Elm Street in downtown Westfield, on
February 8 at their complimentary Friday night wine tasting for a sampling of dessert
wine and Vosges chocolate.

An added attraction that evening will also feature the fabulous songstress Joann Harris,
who will perform a variety of love songs.

Want kisses sweeter than wine? Start at CoolVines.

CoolVines and The Green Room Offer

a “Sweet Bouquet” for Valentine’s Day

WESTFIELD – The Genealogical
Society of the West Fields will present
“Genealogical Resources at the New-
ark Public Library” at 12:30 p.m. on
Thursday, February 14. The program
will be held in the Westfield Munici-
pal Building Community Room at
425 East Broad Street.

Chad Leinaweaver, senior librar-
ian for the Special Collections Divi-
sion of the Newark Public Library,
will be the presenter. He has authored
many articles on various aspects of
genealogy. The program will cover
the publications, records and data-
bases available in various departments
of the Newark Public Library that can
aid in genealogical research.

The public is invited and refresh-
ments will be served. For additional
information, call Elizabeth Youngs at
(908) 276-7104.

Genealogy Meeting Set
Next Week In Westfield

Valentine’s Day Gift?
Looking for a Unique

How About a

One-Day
Room Makeover!

908-709-9000
www.interiorediting.com

Decorating Gift Certificates Available
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Library Programs to Focus
On Happiness and Health

SCOTCH PLAINS – In honoring
February as National Heart Month,
the Scotch Plains Public Library has
partnered with the Health and Wellness
Professional Network to present two
programs focused on helping indi-
viduals and families live happy and
healthy lives. Both programs will be
held from 7:30 to 8:45 p.m. in the
library’s Community Room.

On Wednesday, February 13, the
library will present a special
Valentine’s Day event entitled “The
Heart of Loving: Keeping Romance
Alive.” Nancy Kislin-Flaum will help
attendees explore ways to incorpo-
rate passion and intimacy into their
busy lives. She is a Licensed Clini-
cal Social Worker and marriage and
family therapist with a practice in
Chatham.

On Tuesday, February 19, the pub-
lic is invited to attend “The Peaceful
Heart: Meditation for Everyday
Life.” Peter Kurczynski, the resident
teacher of Dharmachakra Buddhist
Center in Maplewood, will lead this
program. He holds a doctorate in
physics and has publications or pat-
ents in various fields including as-
trophysics, nuclear instrumentation
and adaptive optics.

Participants will learn how to in-
tegrate a fulfilling meditation prac-
tice into their present lifestyles, and
be introduced to methods for im-
proving mindfulness, concentration
and happiness. The presentation will

include a guided meditation.
Admission to both events is free,

but pre-registration is required, as
space is limited. Interested persons
can register by calling the library at
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or by e-mail at library@scotlib.org.

All programs at the library are free
and open to everyone. The library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the cen-
ter of town. For more information or
directions, call (908) 322-5007.

KIDS WHO CARE…Brownie Troop 757 of Westfield conducted a toy drive in
December. The girls delivered four carloads of toys to Furniture Assist, a non-
profit located in Kenilworth that provides furniture, toys, clothes, linens and
other items to families who have been referred by social services. Youngsters,
pictured left to right, are: Kaela Bell Azzaretto, Alexandra Sumas, Erica Lawrence
and Emma Downer.

Youth Ministry to Hold
‘GameFest’ Saturday
WESTFIELD – The Youth Minis-

try of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church will present “GameFest 2008”
on Saturday, February 9, from noon
to 6 p.m. in the church’s parish center,
located at 1600 Lamberts Mill Road
in Westfield.

Open to all middle- and high-school
students, this fundraising event will
offer an afternoon of video gaming
fun and competition designed spe-
cifically for teenagers, featuring
Guitar Hero, Dance Dance Revolu-
tion and others from Wii, PS2, PS3,
GameCube and xBox 360. It will be
run by the CIA (Catholics in Ac-
tion), St. Helen’s Middle School
Youth Program.

A special Madden Football compe-
tition will be held and prizes will be
awarded for the top scores. Refresh-
ments will be sold. Tickets are $15 in
advance and $20 at the door and can be
purchased by contacting Danny
Peterson, director of the CIA, at
dpeterson@sainthelen.org or calling
(908) 233-8757, extension no. 19.

A portion of the event proceeds will
go to Helen House, a transitional liv-
ing house in Elizabeth supported by
St. Helen’s to assist families that may
have experienced a job loss and thus
their home or apartment. Helen House
also provides families with job, finan-
cial and life management counseling.

– Obituaries –

Brian Gingrich, Sr., 54, Devoted Father;
Was Financial Analyst and Accountant
Brian K. Gingrich, Sr., 54, of

Westfield died peacefully at his home
on Monday, January 28, after a long
and courageous battle with illness.

Born and raised in York, Pa., he
attended York Catholic High School.
He earned his undergraduate degree
and Master of Business Administra-
tion degree from Lehigh University
in Bethlehem, Pa.

Mr. Gingrich was a chartered fi-
nancial analyst and an accountant.

He was a vice president in the In-
vestment Group at Chubb Corp. in
Warren.

Mr. Gingrich had a lifelong pas-
sion for classic cars, but most en-
joyed watching his boys participate
in their various activities. He was not
only their Dad and mentor, but their
best friend as well.

Surviving are his wife of 20 years,
Maryann; his three wonderful sons,
Brian, Jr., Evan and Christopher, all
of Westfield, and his mother, Pauline
Gingrich of York, Pa.

His father, Stanley C. Gingrich,
predeceased him.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, February 2, at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Burial took place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory may be made to: H.U.M.
Foundation, in care of Multiple My-
eloma, 360 Essex Street, Suite 301,
Hackensack, N.J. 07601.
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Anne T. Diaz, 71
Anne T. Diaz (Feeley), 71, of

Plainfield died on Tuesday, January
29, at Beth Israel Medical Center in
Newark.

Born and raised in the Bronx, N.Y.,
the youngest of nine children, she
lived in Westfield and Plainfield for
the last 20 years.

Mrs. Diaz had been a bookkeeper
and an assistant at The Westwood in
Garwood for more than 20 years,
retiring in 2007.

A son, Jack R. Diaz, predeceased
her in 2001.

Surviving are a daughter, Donna Diaz
Budden; a son, Thomas Diaz; a brother,
John Feeley; her former husband, Roger
Diaz, and two grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on Sat-
urday, February 2, at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield. Burial took
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Funeral Home,
218 North Avenue, West, in Cranford.

February 7, 2008

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

  
“We should not concentrate on dates. 
Rather we should focus on the dash. 

It’s how we lived our life that truly leaves 
a mark!” - Author Unknown 

 
Gray Funeral Home   Gray Memorial Funeral Home 
318 East Broad Street   12 Springfield Avenue 
Westfield, New Jersey  07090  Cranford, New Jersey  07016 
William A. Doyle Mgr.   Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.  
NJ License Number 2325   NJ License Number 3707 

www.grayfuneralhomes.com 

Charles J. Tombs 
NJ License Number 4006 

Director 

(908) 233 -0143      (908) 276 - 0092 

At Gray Funeral Homes, our goal is to

recognize and celebrate a life lived!

       ow Offering the New

Willow View Mausoleum,

 A Unique Concept in

Memorial Properties.

   eauty, Dignity & Peace

Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Fairview Cemetery
1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ 908-232-0781

Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums

Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

N

B

Hillside Cemetery 
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East  

  Scotch Plains 
908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com     
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead     

CONTACT Schedules
Open House Program
WESTFIELD – CONTACT We

Care, the 24-hour caring and crisis
hotline based in Westfield, will hold
an open house event on Wednesday,
February 13. It will take place from 7
to 9 p.m. at the First Baptist Church,
located at 170 Elm Street in Westfield.
The general public is invited to attend
to learn more about volunteer oppor-
tunities with the organization.

The 33-year-old non-profit organi-
zation, devoted to offering the gift of
listening to callers in need, has trained
more than 1,000 volunteers since it
first opened its doors in 1975. The
next training class will begin on Mon-
day, February 25.

CONTACT’s 50-hour volunteer
training includes presentations by
experts in active listening, grief re-
covery, mental health issues, sub-
stance abuse, spirituality and sui-
cide prevention.

Along with a presentation by Train-
ing Director Susan Fasano, the open
house will include a special presenta-
tion on “Taking Care of the Care-
taker” by Licensed Clinical Social
Worker Connie Palmer.

“CONTACT’s open house is a won-
derful opportunity for members of
the community to learn more about
our unique direct service organiza-
tion and to meet and talk to current
CONTACT volunteers,” said David
Owens, executive director.

For more information or to re-
spond for the open house, call (908)
301-1820.

Parish Retreats Open
To Men and Women

WESTFIELD – The parishes of
Holy Trinity and St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Churches have announced
the dates for their Cornerstone XIX-
Retreat Weekends.

Cornerstone is a 26-hour retreat
that offers participants the opportu-
nity to reflect, renew and strengthen
their faith while meeting other mem-
bers of their community.

The retreat weekends are February
22 and 23 for women and March 7
and 8 for men. They will be held at the
St. Helen’s Church Parish Center on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield. All
are welcome.

Parishioners who have participated
in past retreats will host this year’s
events. For more information or to
sign up, interested persons are asked
to visit cornerstoneexp.org.

Local Temple to Screen
The Long Way Home
WESTFIELD – The Long Way

Home, an Academy Award-winning
documentary about post-World War
II Jewish refugees, will be shown on
Wednesday, February 13, at 7:30 p.m.
at Temple Emanu-El in Westfield.

Narrated by Morgan Freeman, the
film weaves archival newsreels, pho-
tographs and interviews to describe
the refugees’ efforts to reach Pales-
tine and the physical and political
obstacles that were overcome to cre-
ate the State of Israel. Admission is
free and open to the public.

A discussion will follow the film.
Held as part of the 60th anniversary of
the founding of the State of Israel, the
event will be sponsored by the Com-
munity Israel Support Committee,
which has representatives from Con-
gregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains,
Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim of
Cranford and Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield. Temple Emanu-El is lo-
cated at 756 East Broad Street. For
more details, call Mike Hamerman at
(908) 654-3395 or Carol Jassin at
(908) 232-6770.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Meet on Monday

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will hold a meet-
ing on Monday, February 11, at 1:30
p.m. in the Holy Trinity Interparochial
School gymnasium on First Street in
Westfield.

Donna Peart, a registered dieti-
cian and personal trainer at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA, will
demonstrate chair exercises and
speak about proper nutrition and food
categories pertinent to the senior age
group. A question-and-answer pe-
riod will follow.

Also at this meeting, the Reverend
Matthew Looney will accept signups
for the afternoon matinee of Kiss Me
Kate on Thursday, April 24, at the
Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn.
The cost of $75 includes bus trans-
portation, the show and dinner.

On Wednesday, March 5, club mem-
bers will travel to Doolan’s in Spring
Lake for the Bobby Byrnes/St.
Patrick’s entertainment and dinner.

Professor to Recall Era
Of Segregated Baseball

WESTFIELD – Lawrence Hogan,
a professor of History at Union County
College, will present “Before You
Can Say ‘Jackie Robinson’: Black
Baseball in America and New Jersey
in the Era of the Color Line” on
Tuesday, February 12, at 7 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library.

His program will include memora-
bilia from that era plus selections
from the video documentary of the
same name. It is open to full-service
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders.

The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street. To register, call the li-
brary at (908) 789-4090, extension no.
4140, or stop by the Circulation Desk.
This program is offered through the
Horizons Speakers Bureau of the New
Jersey Council for the Humanities, a
state partner of the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities.

Anxiety Support Group
Available Wednesdays
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Resolve

Community Counseling Center is
hosting a free Anxiety Support Group
on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
All adults are welcome. The group is
confidential and facilitated by a coun-
selor. To register, call Cheryl at (908)
322-9180.

Resolve, located at 1830 Front Street
in Scotch Plains, is a private, non-
profit counseling center that provides
services to youth, adults and families
in Scotch Plains and surrounding com-
munities in central New Jersey.

Spring Course Registration
Underway For Adult School
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Adult School has started mail-in reg-
istration for its Spring 2008 semester,
which begins on Monday, March 3.
Class lengths and start dates vary;
many classes have their first session
later in March, and in April and May.

Courses for parents include “Pass
the Ketchup, Hold the Vegetables,”
on creating healthy meals and snacks
for their children, and “How to Talk
so Kids Will Listen.” For high-school
students, there are multiple options
for State Certified Driver Education
courses, and an eight-week SAT and
PSAT preparation class.

First-aid and Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation (CPR) courses co-spon-
sored with the American Red Cross
also are available.

A completely new lineup of cook-
ing courses is offered, including  “BBQ
Menu with a Southwest Flair,” “Whole
Meal Summer Salads,” a “European
Cooking” series, “Graceful Tradition
of English Afternoon Tea” and “Early
Spring Elegant Menu.”

Also new this semester are Advanced
Beginner French and Spanish, “Tai
Chi,” “ABC’s of Bicycle Mainte-
nance,” “Immigration Basics” and a
“Naturalization Workshop.” The adult

school continues to offer English for
Non-English Speakers at the begin-
ner, intermediate and advanced levels.

Among other offerings are com-
puter applications and digital pho-
tography, résumé writing and inter-
view skills, personal finance, art,
crafts, history, dance and fitness.

Registration may be done by mail
or in person on Monday evenings at
Westfield High School beginning on
Monday, February 25, and continu-
ing through the semester. The high
school is located at 550 Dorian Road.

Registration forms and complete
course information are available
online at westfieldnj.com/adultschool
or by calling (908) 232-4050. Cata-
logs also are available at local librar-
ies and railroad stations.

Richard Hatfield, Jr., 76, Chairman
Of Scotch Plains Republican Club

Richard Pearson Hatfield, Jr., long-
time chairman of the Scotch Plains
Republican Club, died on Wednes-
day, January 2, at home in The Vil-
lages, Fla. He was 76.

Dick led the Scotch Plains GOP
from 1966 to 1985. He also was vice
chairman of the Union County GOP
from 1974 to 1978.

A member of numerous county and
state organizations, he was elected
Union County Register of Deeds and
Mortgages in 1978. He was a mem-
ber of the New Jersey State Republi-
can Committee and was a delegate to
the National Republican Conventions
in 1980 and 1988.

His father, Richard P. Hatfield, was
a former mayor of Fanwood and a
Union County freeholder in the 1950s.
His grandfather also had been a Union
County freeholder.

Dick was predeceased by his
mother, Margaret Weldon Hatfield,
who died in 2006 at the age of 99.

Upon his retirement from the State
Department of Human Services, Dick
moved to Point Pleasant Beach, where
he was a member of the Republican
Club and served on the board of ad-
justment. He moved to Florida in 2001.

For the past 25 years, Dick was an
active member of the American Po-
litical Items Collector (APIC) Club,
traveling across the country to attend
APIC conventions. He accumulated
a huge collection of buttons, pins and
political memorabilia.

Dick was a graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and
Blair Academy, where he played foot-
ball and basketball. He also attended
Wesleyan University in Connecticut.

He was a veteran of the Korean
War, having served in the United
States Army from 1952 to 1954.

Dick is survived by two children,
Elizabeth Ann (Betsy) of Scotch
Plains and James (Jimmy) of Tinton
Falls; their mother, Patricia Grady
Hatfield of Scotch Plains, and a grand-
son, James. He also is survived by
three brothers, Roger of Cocoa Beach,
Fla. (321) 506-8437, John of The
Villages, Fla. and David of Hoosick
Falls, N.Y., as well as his companion,
Barbara Foster of The Villages.

A memorial service will be held in
Scotch Plains in early summer.

Arrangements are by the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.

February 7, 2008

Mary Alice Rahikka, 90, Was Artist;
Had Been Senior Supervisor at NBC
Mary Alice Schlorek Rahikka, 90,

formerly of Westfield, died on Thurs-
day, January 31, due to pneumonia at
St. Agnes Hospital in Baltimore, Md.

Born July 22, 1917 in Manhattan,
N.Y., she graduated from Adelphi
College in Garden City, N.Y. in 1937.
She also earned a Master of Arts
degree in Mathematics from Colum-
bia University in 1950.

Mrs. Rahikka worked as a research
assistant at Standard and Poor’s in
New York City, as a statistician at
Ethyl Gasoline Corporation and as a
senior supervisor at NBC in
Rockefeller Center.

After quitting work in 1953, she and
her husband, Ray, started their family
with the birth of their first child, Joan.
Twin sons, Robert and Douglas, fol-
lowed 18 months later. The couple
lived in Westfield and in Ewing, N.J.
and Ellicott City, Md. before moving
to Charlestown Retirement Commu-
nity in Catonsville, Md.

Mrs. Rahikka studied at the Art
Students League and the New School
in New York City. She also took
lessons from artists in the Princeton,

N.J., Bucks County, Pa. and Colum-
bia, Md. areas, and studied with
Zoltan Szabo of Canada.

She had exhibited in numerous
juried shows throughout New Jersey
and Pennsylvania. In the 1992 “You
Are Beautiful Senior Arts Competi-
tion,” Mrs. Rahikka won “Best of
Show” and “Best in Painting”
awards, beating out 1,000 Maryland
seniors. Most of her work depicts
nature scenes.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band of 55 years, Reino E. Rahikka,
and by a son, Douglas Rahikka.

Surviving are her daughter,  Joan
Peppers; her son, Robert Rahikka; a
grandson, two step-grandsons and two
step-great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. today, Thursday, February 7,
at Charlestown Retirement Commu-
nity in Catonsville, Md., at the Chapel
of Our Lady of the Angels.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to St. John’s Episcopal Church,
9120 Frederick Road, Ellicott City, Md.
21042, Attention: Mission Outreach.

February 7, 2008
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WELCOME WAGON…During a January 14 general meeting of the Woman’s
Club of Westfield, new member Ann Weiss was installed and welcomed. This
ceremony took place at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield before a large group of
members. Ms. Weiss resides in Westfield, is a member of the Greater Union
County Realtors and is interested in the Intermediates Department of the
Woman’s Club. Pictured, from left to right, are: President Dolores Geisow, Ms.
Weiss and Vice President Marion Mogensen.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B 09-04 PHYSICAL EDUCA-
TION SUPPLIES FOR THE
2008-2009 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
MARCH 12, 2008 AT 2:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and the
name of the supplies, equipment, or ser-
vices for which the bid is submitted. It is
understood and agreed that proposals may
be delivered before the time or at the place
specified for opening.  The Board of Edu-
cation assumes no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery. No bids
shall be received after the time desig-
nated.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to reject any or all bids
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2(s), (t), (x),
(y), 18A:18A-4(a), 18A:18A-22, and to
waive any informalities. The Board further
reserves the right to take such alternates
as they deem appropriate, and in any
order that the Board feels may be in the
best interest of theWestfield Public School
District.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et.
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimi-
nation and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et. seq.

Corporate bidders are required by law
(Chapter 33, Laws of 1977) to submit a list
of names and addresses of all stockhold-
ers owning 10% or more of their stock.

A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Con-
tractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be filed with the bid. The bid package
will also include other documents that must
be completed and returned with the bid.
Failure to comply with Instructions to Bid-
ders and to complete and submit all re-
quired forms, may be cause for disqualifi-
cation and rejection of the bid.

All bidders shall submit with their bid
package a copy of the New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate as issued by
the Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey. (N.J.S.A. 52:32-44)

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education, for ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 2/7/08, The Leader Fee: $72.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

BID FOR:
B 09-01 INDUSTRIAL ART
SUPPLIES FOR THE 2008-
2009 SCHOOL YEAR

BIDS DUE:
MARCH 12, 2008 AT 1:00 PM

The bids will be received at the Admin-
istration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Bids must be in strict compliance with
specifications. Specifications may be se-
cured from, Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407. Bids must be made on the
proposal forms in the manner designated.
Proposals must be endorsed on the out-
side of the sealed envelope, with the name
of the bidder, the bidder’s address and the
name of the supplies, equipment, or ser-
vices for which the bid is submitted. It is
understood and agreed that proposals may
be delivered before the time or at the place
specified for opening.  The Board of Edu-
cation assumes no responsibility for bids
mailed or misdirected in delivery. No bids
shall be received after the time desig-
nated.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of
N.J.S.A.18A:18A-1 et.seq., pertaining to
the “Public School Contracts Law”.

The Board of Education of the Town of
Westfield, in Union County, New Jersey,
reserves the right to reject any or all bids
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2(s), (t), (x),
(y), 18A:18A-4(a), 18A:18A-22, and to
waive any informalities. The Board further
reserves the right to take such alternates
as they deem appropriate, and in any
order that the Board feels may be in the
best interest of theWestfield Public School
District.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et.
seq., Affirmative Action Against Discrimi-
nation and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et. seq.

Corporate bidders are required by law
(Chapter 33, Laws of 1977) to submit a list
of names and addresses of all stockhold-
ers owning 10% or more of their stock.

A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Con-
tractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be filed with the bid. The bid package
will also include other documents that must
be completed and returned with the bid.
Failure to comply with Instructions to Bid-
ders and to complete and submit all re-
quired forms, may be cause for disqualifi-
cation and rejection of the bid.

All bidders shall submit with their bid
package a copy of the New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate as issued by
the Department of Treasury of the State of
New Jersey. (N.J.S.A. 52:32-44)

BIDDERS NOTE: Each bid shall be
accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s
check or certified check made payable to
the Westfield Board of Education, for ten
percent (10%) of the amount of the total
bid, however, not to exceed $20,000.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Robert A. Berman
Board Secretary

1 T - 2/7/08, The Leader Fee: $72.42

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 2/28/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Drainage Restoration and Repair Contract, North Region 2008, Various
Drainage Systems on Various State Highways, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris,

Passaic, Sussex, Union and Warren Counties; 100% STATE; DP  NO: 08407

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/31/08, 2/7/08 and 2/14/08, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 1/29/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Traffic Signal Relamping North Region 2008, Various locations including and
North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex,

Hudson, Union and Part of Warren; 100% STATE; DP  NO: 08424

Proposals will be received only from Bidders who are registered with the NJ Commerce
Economic Growth & Tourism Commission as a Small Business Enterprise (SBE).

Bidders who wish to bid on this project and are not currently certified as a SBE and meet
the criteria may contact the NJ Commerce Economic Growth & Tourism Commission at
(609) 984-9836. Please be advised that a proposed SBE firm must submit a completed
registration application to the NJ Commerce Economic Growth & Tourism Commission
ten (10) days prior to bid date. Additional information can be found at the NJ Commerce
Economic Growth & Tourism Commission web site: http://www.state.nj.us/com-
merce/.

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/31/08, 2/7/08 and 2/14/08, The Leader Fee: $247.86

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 2/26/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Re-Advt. Maint. Long-Life Pavement Marking Cont., North - 2008, Various locations
in Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union Counties and Warren
County - Including and North of Route 57, Region North; 100% State; DP  No: 08425

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/31/08, 2/7/08 and 2/14/08, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinances as follows were passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
February 5, 2008.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1909

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 16,
“PARKS AND RECREATION”
BY CHANGING CERTAIN
FEES FOR MEMBERSHIP IN
THE MEMORIAL POOL AND
BY ESTABLISHING CERTAIN
NEW MEMBERSHIP CAT-
EGORIES.

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1910

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

1 T - 2/7/08, The Leader Fee: $23.46

KEEPING OTHERS WARM… Middle school students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison on January 23 began organizing a generous donation of winter coats,
which were collected by the American Red Cross and distributed to the homeless at
a soup kitchen in Elizabeth. Pictured, left to right, are eighth graders Brian Downing
of Scotch Plains, Liban Ahmed of Scotch Plains, Billy Buchbinder of Scotch Plains,
Catherine Badalamenti of Scotch Plains and Aneesa Sonawalla of Edison.

 Terrill Middle School Presents
‘Hooray for Hollywood’

SCOTCH PLAINS – Terrill
Middle School’s Actors’ Workshop,
a dramatic club conceived and su-
pervised by Gwyn English Nielsen,
will present “Hooray for Holly-
wood,” an evening of dramatic and
comic improvisations, on Monday,
February 11, at 7:30 p.m. in Terrill’s
cafeteria. The 27 students involved
represent all four grades at Terrill.

Since September, the student ac-
tors have been developing their own
improvised skits, ranging from the
dramatic, “Bus Stop at Hollywood
and Vine,” to the comic, “The Inter-
view.” In total, nine improvised scenes
will be performed, as well as two
ensemble pieces. Varshini Narayanan,
an eighth-grade student at Terrill, will
serve as the mistress of ceremonies.

Director Nielsen, who also teaches
seventh-grade language arts at Terrill,
came up with the idea for the presen-
tation back in June. “The students
involved in Actors’ Workshop are so
motivated, enthusiastic and creative
that I barely gave them any direction
at all. They just took off and ran with
my vision. This production is a one-

of-a-kind collection of pure fun. There
aren’t too many middle-school theat-
rical companies that produce café-
style events. Offhand, I can’t think of
too many companies anywhere that
perform anything in cafeterias.”

Student actors involved in the pre-
sentation are as follows: Olivia
Dalessandro, Sarah Iannaccone, Sara
Sikora, fifth grade; Rachel Brody,
Catherine Coughlan, Andrew Davis,
Demi DeBonis, Katherine DeMarco,
Austin Engelhardt, Lucy Hollander,
Gina Jadelis, Kailyn Reilly, Olivia
Whitehouse, Ben Yin, sixth grade;
Mehak Chawla, Kristen Collantes,
Edward Ehringer, Jillian Gonzales,
Andrea Moore, Menaka Sanghvi, Ben
Wagner, seventh grade; Stephanie
Holmes, Priya Kamdar, Cassidy
Reilly and Taylor Sprague, eighth
grade.

There will only be one evening
performance open to the public. “Hoo-
ray for Hollywood,” a café-theater
presentation in the school’s cafeteria,
is free; however, donations at the door
and proceeds from a bake sale before
the event will go to the Gail Williams’
Scholarship Fund for needy, college-
bound students hoping to major in
English.

Terrill Middle School is located on
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

Guests Savor International
Flavor, Fun at Wardlaw

Chorus to Perform
With Ball in the House
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Ball in

the House, a soul, funk and hip-hop
vocal group, performed for Berkeley
Heights’ Columbia Middle School
(CMS) last year, working with mem-
bers of the Columbia Boys’ Chorus.

Tomorrow, members of the chorus,
culminating a four-month vocal-train-
ing program with the group, will again
join Ball in the House during a concert.

The performance will take place at
7:30 p.m. at Chatham High School, as
Governor Livingston High School is
undergoing renovations.

The five-man a cappella band from
Boston creates a sound from vocal
drums/beatbox and vocal bass under
their pop harmonies, providing enter-
tainment for the whole family.

James Musacchio, choral director at
CMS, of Berkeley Heights, applied for
a grant from the Berkeley Heights Edu-
cation Foundation to bring Ball in the
House to the school in order to promote
more male involvement in choral mu-
sic.

The Governor Livingston Choir will
perform as the opening act.

Doors open at 7 p.m., and tickets are
$9 general admission and $6 for se-
niors.

For additional information, call Mr.
Musacchio at (908) 464-1600.

DOLLS OF MANY CULTURES…Ann Minnium and trustee Peter Minnium,
current parents and Scotch Plains residents, challenged guests with their Inter-
national Doll Contest during the Wardlaw-Hartridge School’s International
Family Fun Night on January 25.

AREA – During the Wardlaw-
Hartridge Parents’ Association’s
(WHPA) International Family Fun
Night, students, families and guests
eager to sample and celebrate various
cultural traditions packed the all-pur-
pose room at the Edison school on the
evening of  January 25.

Guests partook of the buffet of eth-
nic foods, which included Indian,
Chinese and Italian favorites, as well
as potato latkes, Scandinavian des-
serts and more treats from other cul-
tures.

Henna tattoos were available, and
rounds of Spanish and French bingo
were played nearby.

Ann Minnium and husband Peter, a
trustee, who are current parents and
Scotch Plains residents, held their
International Doll Contest, while
Kimberley Tan, third-grade teacher
and Fanwood resident, taught guests
about her native Canadian culture
and cooked “toutans,” a doughy treat
sweetened with molasses, for them.

Sal Badalamenti, current parent
and Scotch Plains resident, distrib-
uted popcorn, which was made in an
old-fashioned machine, for all to
enjoy.

Irish step-dancers opened the
evening with a colorful performance
on the all-purpose room stage. Guests
also were treated to demonstrations
of Indian Classical dance and Folk/
Bollywood performances by dancers
from the Payal Dancing School in
Plainsboro, as well as the Zwadie
African dancers, salsa dancers and
demonstrations by Master Yang’s

Kung Fu Group.
Bindu Dalal of Scotch Plains and

Bonnie Nolan of Colonia, WHPA
members, organized the annual event.

Mid-Day Musicales
Continue in February

Single Jewish Friends
To Lunch at Champps
AREA – The Circle of Single Jewish

Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and Eat
Lunch on Sunday, February 17, at noon
at Champps Restaurant, located at 418
Menlo Park Drive (in the Menlo Park
Mall). The cost to attend is $3 plus the
price of a meal off the menu and tip.
Interested persons are asked to respond
by calling Roberta at (908) 668-8450.

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, announced the
continuation of its Mid-Day Musi-
cales concerts for the season of Lent
with a program by tenor Daniel
Holmes on Wednesday, February 13,
at noon.

These free half-hour concerts are
presented in the church sanctuary and
are followed by a soup-and-sandwich
luncheon available for $6 in the church
social hall, Patton Auditorium.

As part of this program, Mr. Holmes
will be joined by soprano Meredith
Hoffmann-Thomson in the passionate
duet between Don José and Michaela
from Bizet’s Carmen. The church’s
music director, Barbara Thomson, will
serve as pianist.

Mr. Holmes has been praised as a
“confident and passionate Roméo” in
Gounod’s Roméo et Juliette with Opera
North and lauded as Alfredo in La

Traviata.
He has also covered leading roles

with Opera Theatre of St. Louis. Last
season, he made his début with the
Minneapolis Orchestra in “The Three
Tenors: A New Generation” and tri-
umphed in his first Don José with Mis-
sissippi Opera.

For further information or to make
luncheon reservations (optional), call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on De-
cember 19, 2007, granted approval for
variances for side yard setback, impervi-
ous coverage, front yard setback and drive-
way width for the property owned by Gino
Salituro and Ellen Barrabee at 6 Robin
Road, Fanwood, New Jersey being Block
102, Lot 8.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Gino Salituro
Ellen Barrabee
6 Robin Road

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 2/7/08, The Times Fee: $29.87

Legal Advertising
MORE IN BACK SECTION

WHS – Politically Aware,
Yet Ideologically Divided
By SARA BIRKENTHAL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It is safe to say that the level of
political engagement of the students of
Westfield High School (WHS) has never
been higher. Signs urging the student
body to “Vote in the WHS Primary”
litter each and every hallway.

Constant e-mails from the newly
formed Westfield High for Obama Club
fill students’ inboxes. One cannot enter
a classroom without noticing campaign
buttons or T-shirts adorning the high-
school students. New Jersey Primary
fever has taken the student body by
storm, and it seems that the school’s
population will not stop talking about
politics anytime soon.

This is the first time that many of my
classmates have taken any interest in
political affairs. Students who I never
realized had any interest in public policy
have suddenly taken bold positions in
supporting various candidates. This
swift political frenzy, which in a sense
mirrors the actions of the nation as a
whole, is positive in nature.

I fully support any measures that
successfully involve more teenagers in
the political process. The detail that is
most surprising to me about this entire
situation is that neither the teachers nor
the administration initiated the new
political involvement in the high school.

While the adults present in WHS are

taking small steps towards creating a
politically aware student body, it was
the students themselves who formed
the clubs and organizations, began can-
vassing and phone banking for specific
candidates and organized an official
WHS Primary Election.

Personally, I am beyond impressed
by the initiative taken by so many stu-
dents to encourage political involve-
ment in the high school. I have never
seen so many of my fellow students
united behind one common interest,
yet divided among so many different
viewpoints.

The high school is home to both an
active Young Democrats club and an
active Young Republicans club; these
two political parties are well-repre-
sented, along with a plethora of other
political ideologies.

While the student body may be united
in its political involvement and aware-
ness, it is anything but united regarding
the candidates whom they have chosen
to support. I am pleased to realize that
for once, Westfield High School is fairly
representational of the nation as a whole.

Although the WHS Primary Elec-
tion is simply a mock election, it is
comforting to know that so many of my
fellow students take their civic duty
seriously; this fact inspires me to feel
optimistic for the future of our country.

Sara is a junior at WHS.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students
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Fanwood Medical School
Student Receives Fellowship
FANWOOD – Administrators at

the University of Medicine and Den-
tistry of New Jersey announced that
Julius Potian, a doctoral student at
the UMDNJ-New Jersey Medical
School, was awarded the Ruth
Kirshstein Pre-doctoral Fellowship
from the National Institutes of Health.

Mr. Potian, a resident of Fanwood,
is enrolled in the joint Doctor of
Medicine and Doctor of Philosophy
(M.D./ Ph.D.) degree program at the
UMDNJ-New Jersey Medical School.

As part of his Fellowship, Mr.
Potian is required to undertake re-

Holy Trinity Students
Practice Theme of Giving

WESTFIELD – The celebration
of Christmas at Holy Trinity
Interparochial School in Westfield
centered on the theme of giving.

Principal Sister Maureen Fichner
said, “We wanted our children to
understand that Christmas is about
giving, not just receiving. We seek to
impress upon them how fortunate
they are and that it is part of the
Catholic mission to provide for the
poor, soldiers far from home and the
disenfranchised.”

The Mountainside Campus of
Holy Trinity, home to the two-and-a-
half-year-old through kindergarten
students, adopted Sacred Heart Acad-
emy in Newark. Children in
Mountainside purchased a gift for
each child at that school.

Students also remembered soldiers
serving in Iraq. The third-grade
classes collected candy and cards to
send to Major Joseph W. (J.B.)
Boscia, son of Sue and Joe Boscia of
Westfield.

Mrs. Boscia, who served on the
faculty at Holy Trinity for years,
said her son was taking the items out
to troops on the frontline patrol bases
in Iraq.

Major Boscia is with the 3rd Bri-
gade Combat Team, 101st Airborne
Division. The students also remem-
bered Major Ed Vedder, uncle of
seventh grader Grace Kelly, who re-
ceived Christmas goodies from the
children of the school to share with
his unit, stationed in Iraq.

The Thomas D. McLeod, Jr. Foun-
dation Toy Drive benefited the chil-
dren of the Maple Avenue School in
Newark. Students at Maple Avenue
who achieved perfect school atten-
dance were given gifts from Trinity

children. This drive, which has been
conducted for years at the school, is
done in honor of the late Tom
McLeod, longtime gym teacher.

February 2 will feature a talent-
show benefit in the auditorium at
Our Lady of Lourdes at 3 p.m. Pro-
ceeds from the talent show will ben-
efit children in Kenya. Delia
Chamorro, computer teacher at Holy
Trinity, has taken a leave to under-
take mission work in Kenya. She has
been communicating the needs of
the students there, and the talent show
was conceived as a vehicle for send-
ing aid to her for her work.

Eighth grader Mariah Whitner col-
lected shoeboxes on behalf of her
dad’s church to benefit people in
West Ghana. The shoeboxes con-
tained toiletries, toys and school sup-
plies. Mariah said, “I am really glad
that every class could contribute. It
showed me that the people of Holy
Trinity want to help everyone in any
way they can.”

In addition, the school continues
its year-round support of mission
work around the world.

IT TAKES A VILLAGE…Anna Mastroianni, a Scotch Plains resident and owner
of “Il Sole,” a local shoe store specializing in Italian imports, spoke to a class at
Park Middle School about the benefit of knowing the Italian language.

search under the guidance of an es-
tablished scientist. His research
project, entitled “Helminth Modula-
tion of the Protective Immune Re-
sponse to Tuberculosis,” will be con-
ducted in the laboratory of his advi-
sor, Dr. Padmini Salgame, professor
of medicine at the UMDNJ-New Jer-
sey Medical School.

“We are proud that Julius Potian
has received this distinction from the
National Institutes of Health. Through
the Ruth Kirshstein Pre-doctoral Fel-
lowship, he is poised to successfully
build his career as a future physician
scientist,” Dr. Salgame said.

Since both tuberculosis and para-
sitic infections pose a public-health
concern, particularly in developing
nations where the prevalence of both
diseases is high, Mr. Potian’s said
his research will give insight into
the factors that can modulate the
protective immune response to tu-
berculosis.

He also anticipates that results from
his studies will provide strategies for
vaccine development and therapies
for tuberculosis.

Mr. Potian received a graduate de-
gree in Biomedical Science from the
UMDNJ-Graduate School of Bio-
medical Science and an undergradu-
ate degree in Biological Science from
Rutgers University.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHAMPIONS, C-H-A-M-P-I-O-N-S, CHAMPIONS…Winners of the Westfield
Junior Women’s Club fourth- and fifth-grade spelling bee last Thursday included
overall winner Andrew Zale (1), a Jefferson School fifth grader; second-place
winner Justin Dudzinski (5), a fourth grader at Jefferson, and capturing third,
Albert Chen (8), a fourth grader at Tamaques School. These three young men will
represent Westfield at the district spelling bee on Saturday in Cedar Grove.

 

 

 
 

IT’S GOOD TO BE KING…Martin
Luther King, Jr. contest winners from
Holy Trinity Interparochial School in
Westfield are pictured above. Posing
with their winning entries are eighth
graders, front row, from left to right,
Erin McAllister, Lisa Cavallo and Jane
Burnett. Standing in the back are Nicho-
las Zahorodny and Rachel Weber.

Courtesy of Leader/Times Archives – March 15, 2007
COMMANDING PRESENCE…Holy Trinity students, as part of a unit on
fulfilling the Catholic mission, remembered soldiers serving in Iraq. The third-
grade classes collected candy and cards to send to Major Joseph W. “JB” Boscia,
above. See release below.

Area Students Make
Syracuse Dean’s List

AREA – The following area stu-
dents enrolled at Syracuse University
made the dean’s list for their respec-
tive school or college for the fall 2007
semester.

Unless otherwise noted, students
must achieve at least a 3.4 grade-
point average (on a 4.0 scale) during
the semester to qualify for their school
or college’s dean’s list.

ARTS AND SCIENCES
Matthew Powers of Fanwood, a

senior majoring in history and ad-
vertising; Sara Beckerman of Scotch
Plains, a senior majoring in com-
munication sciences and disorders;
Andrew Wong of Scotch Plains, a
sophomore majoring in arts and sci-
ences; Nicole Vendetti of Westfield,

a freshman majoring in arts and
sciences; Michael Zahler of
Westfield, a junior majoring in po-
litical science.

HUMAN SERVICES AND
HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Lauren Fischer of Cranford, a se-
nior majoring in sport management.

VISUAL AND
PERFORMING ARTS

Kerri Adler of Cranford, a junior
majoring in drama; Jason Mesches of
Westfield, a senior majoring in drama;
Daniel Schwartz of Westfield, a
sophomore majoring in illustration.

ENGINEERING
AND COMPUTER SCIENCE

Colin Moynihan of Scotch Plains,
a freshman majoring in aerospace
engineering; Andrea Rosko of Scotch
Plains, a freshman majoring in civil
engineering; Jared Leung of
Westfield, a junior majoring in chemi-
cal engineering.

MARTIN J. WHITMAN
SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT
Jeffrey Schulz of Berkeley Heights,

a junior majoring in accounting and
finance.

NEWHOUSE SCHOOL OF
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS

Matthew Powers of Fanwood, a
senior majoring in advertising;
Katherine Friedman of Garwood, a
junior majoring in magazine journal-
ism; Adam Rubin of Westfield, a fresh-
man majoring in advertising.

ARCHITECTURE
To qualify for the dean’s list of

the School of Architecture, students
must achieve at least a 3.2 grade-
point average (on a 4.0 scale) in 15
credit hours taken on campus (or at
the Florence, Italy campus) or
achieve a 3.5 grade-point average
in 12 to 14 credit hours taken on
campus or in Florence during the
semester.

Jared Messina of Westfield, a jun-
ior majoring in architecture.

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
Caitlin Mahoney of Westfield, a

sophomore majoring in social studies
education.

Two Students Advance
In Geographic Bee

WESTFIELD – Jagger Linsky and
Ross Workman are this year’s
Westfield intermediate-school win-
ners in the National Geographic Bee.

Jagger is a sixth grader at Edison
Intermediate School, and Ross is in
eighth grade at Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School. The school-level bee, at
which students answered oral ques-
tions on geography, was the first round
in the 20th-annual National Geo-
graphic Bee.

Jagger and Ross will advance to
the next level of competition, a writ-
ten examination to determine state
competitors. All school winners are
eligible to win the national champi-
onship and its first prize, a $25,000
college scholarship, at the national
competition on May 20 and 21 in
Washington, D.C.

Noel Baxter, supervisor of Social
Studies K-12 for the Westfield Public
Schools, said, “It was exciting and
gratifying to attend the geography
bees and witness the wide range of
knowledge demonstrated by our stu-
dents.”

“We wish Ross and Jagger the best
of luck in their pursuit of advance-
ment at the state and national levels,”
she added.

BEELINE…In top photo, district So-
cial Studies Supervisor Noel Baxter
hands Roosevelt Intermediate School
eighth grader and school-wide National
Geographic Bee winner Ross Work-
man his certificate of achievement.
Roosevelt School Principal Stewart
Carey, far right, and Assistant Princi-
pal Matthew Bolton also congratulate
Ross. In bottom photo, Edison Inter-
mediate School Principal Cheryl
O’Brien, left, and Ms. Baxter con-
gratulate Jagger Linsky, a sixth grader
at Edison School and school-wide Na-
tional Geographic Bee winner.

Holy Trinity School
Announces Honor Roll

WESTFIELD – Sister Maureen
Fichner has announced that the fol-
lowing Holy Trinity Interparochial
students attained Honor Roll status
for the first quarter of the school year.
They are:

Sixth Grade
High Honors: Elena Arida, Caroline

Kelly and Ryan Kelly.
Honors: Marc Cavallo, Neil Feste,

Daisy Hanna, Andrew Jordan, Noah
Penders, Madeline Pfeifer and Jamie
Siburn.

Seventh Grade
High Honors: Hannah Clark, Kelly

Glennon, Grace Ann Kelly and
Amanda Williams.

Honors: Brian Cattafe, Nicholas
Ferry, Gregory Gagliardi, Caroline
Massa, Mary McDermott, Lauren
Monaco, Andrew Newman, Colleen
Power, Catherine Serzan, Kevin
Sheridan, Amanda Sovany, Douglas
Tortorici and Alexander
Wintringham.

Eighth Grade
High Honors: Christine Cambria,

Lisa Cavallo, Catriona Coffey, Erin
McAllister, Rachael Weber and
Nicholas Zahorodny.

Honors: Angeline Aguinaldo, Jane
Burnett, Tess Lukowiak, Elise Miner,
Kayla Pantano, Alicia Sosinski and
Joseph Ventura.

Community Members
Share Italian Culture
SCOTCH PLAINS – Local com-

munity members joined Park
Middle School World Language
teacher Linda Lombardi recently at
the middle school to share their
expertise of the Italian language
and culture.

Anna Mastroianni – a Scotch
Plains resident and owner of “Il Sole,”
a local upscale shoe store specializ-
ing in Italian imports – spoke to
eighth graders about her business
and how useful her knowledge of the
Italian language was to her.

Antonio D’Archi visited his
grandson’s fifth-grade Italian class
to share his experiences as a 13-
year-old boy immigrating to
America from southern Italy. He
also gave the students some tips on
playing “bocce,” an Italian game
similar to bowling.

“We are so lucky to have the
resources of our families and friends
in our Scotch Plains community,”
Mrs. Lombardi said. They have
much to offer in the way of further-
ing our children’s education.”

Celebrate Children’s Dental
Health Month

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified in Pediatric Dentistry

Dentistry for Infants, Children

Adolecents, and Special Needs

New Patients Welcome

www.kidsandsmiles.com

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ

(908) 232-1231

Philip P. Graye, Jr. D.D.S.

Amith Majumdar, D.M.D.

Julie Jong D.M.D.
Laser Dentistry

Local Students Make
New Haven Dean’s List

AREA – Jesse Hynes of Cranford
and Peter Bistis of Scotch Plains made
the dean’s list at the University of
New Haven for the fall 2007 semes-
ter.

Full-time undergraduate students
must have a 3.50 or better cumulative
GPA for the semester to be eligible
for the dean’s list.

Holy Trinity Announces
King Contest Winners
WESTFIELD – The Dr. Martin

Luther King, Jr. Association of
Westfield recently held an Essay,
Poetry and Art Contest. This year’s
contest featured the theme “Injus-
tice.”

Eighth-grade students from Holy
Trinity Interparochial School placed
in all three categories.

First Place in the essay portion of
the contest went to Nicholas
Zahorodny. Jane Burnett took sec-
ond place in the poetry portion of the
contest. Honorable Mention went to
Lisa Cavallo, Erin McAllister and
Rachel Weber.

The students were honored at the
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Com-
memoration Service on January 21
at the First Congregational Church
in Westfield and received a savings
bond or gift certificate for their
achievements.

Woman’s Club of WF
Features Ladies of Note

WESTFIELD –The Woman’s Club
of Westfield will meet for a general
meeting on Monday, February 11, at
the Masonic Lodge in Westfield.

A highlight of the afternoon will
include the program, titled “Ladies of
Note,” featuring Rene Goodwin ac-
companied by her husband, Ed
Hagopian. The music of Judy Gar-
land, Marian Anderson, Marlene
Dietrich, Edith Piaf and other women
of note in the field of music will be
featured.

Ms. Goodwin is an actress, singer/
songwriter, recording artist, histori-
cal interpreter and voice teacher. In
December, she appeared at the
Kimmel Center’s Verizon Hall, sing-
ing with Peter Nero and the Philly
Pops Festival Chorus.

Mr. Hagopian played piano with
the Philly Pops for 10 years and has
played for Presidents Eisenhower and
Kennedy, plus an array of artists who
include Mel Torme, Tommy Tune and
Bobby McFerrin, to name a few.

WF Woman’s Club
To Host Wine Tasting
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s

Club of Westfield will host a wine
tasting fundraiser on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 24, from 4 to 7 p.m. at Annie’s
Gourmet Kitchen in Westfield. Pro-
ceeds from this event will benefit
the Center For Hope Hospice and
Palliative Care. Tickets cost $25
per person.

The evening will comprise a se-
lection of cheeses and finger foods
provided by Annie’s and other local
merchants. Cool Vines of Westfield
will conduct the tasting of various
wines and sparkling non-alcoholic
drinks.

Local musicians will perform live
music throughout the evening. There
will be a tricky tray of merchandise
donated by area shops, restaurants
and entertainment venues.

Anyone interested in donating an
item should call Jennifer at (908)
317-4730.

To purchase tickets for the Wine
Tasting, call Cindy at (908) 884-
5457. For more information about
the club, call (908) 233-2339.

OPEN HOUSE!OPEN HOUSE!

Scotch Plains
1171 Terrill Road

(908) 322-4586

Tuesday, February 12th
7:30 am - 4:00 pm

Full & Half Day Schedules

Ages 2 1/2 yrs. - Kindergarten

Individual Academic &

Creative Learning Experiences

Music & Physical Education Included

Day Care • Pre-School
Full Day Kindergarten & After Care

First United Methodist Church



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, February 7, 2008 Page 13

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Sports Section
 Pages 13-18

High School Juniors! 

        
Coaches and Admissions' Officers  

Need Your Recruiting DVD's Now!! 

 
Order a Free Demonstration DVD Today! 

Boomerang Video - (908) 447-4594/boomervid.com 

DELAFUENTE BREAKS RECORD IN 100-BUTTERFLY

Blue Devil Boys Grab 54th
Union County Swim Crown

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
swim team has produced two Olym-
pians, several NCAA champions, a
world-record holder, and dozens upon
dozens of All-Americans.

Among those names, down through
the years, are guys like Bob
Clotworthy, Ken Welch, Roger Ander-
son, Dan Nichols, Dave Perkowski,
Peter Heesch, John Ketcham, Don
Mutz, Steve Schmitt, Gordon Clark,
Steve Schramm, Paul Healy, Art
Schmidt, Chris McFadden, Aaron
Weber, Darren Hertell, Dave
Schwartz, Rob Schundler, Brendan
Lechner, Tim Romano, Seth Burstein,
Zach Coppa, Vinny Shen, Ryan
Bartholomew, Chris Heinen, Pat
Daurio and … now you can add Chris
DeLaFuente to that list.

The multi-talented junior was the
lone four-event winner last Friday
night as the Blue Devils rolled to their
ninth straight Union County champi-
onship. It was the 51st title in the last
52 years and the 54th county title of
the 57 that have been held.

“DeLa” won the 200-yard freestyle
in a sizzling 1:45.64, making him the
second fastest in that event in school
history, trailing only ’88 All-Ameri-
can and future Princeton captain Chris
McFadden. Then he came back and
captured the 100 butterfly in 52.91,
fifth best in school history. It was his
third straight county title in that event,
and the time broke the oldest county
record on the books, a 53.20 in 1975
by Summit’s Bill Specht. And
DeLaFuente had to work for the

record. Oratory’s Alex Morrison
(53.19) was also under the old mark
and pushed him all the way before
“DeLa” rallied in the final yards.

“I’ve swum Alex a lot in club meets,
and he’s been beating my a lot lately,
the last three times we swam in the
100 fly, I think,” DeLaFuente said.
“So I knew he’s a good swimmer and
that I’d have to take it out fast.”

DeLaFuente then swam leadoff and
on the winning 200 and 400 freestyle
relays.

Westfield’s two other defending
champions retained their titles, with
senior Matt Green capturing the 50
free (22.82) and sophomore Matt
Meserole winning the 100 backstroke
(55.09). Green also was second in the
100 free (50.11) and Meserole was
third in the 200 individual medley in
a lifetime best 2:03.54.

Westfield piled up 333 points, with
runnerup Summit at 242 and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood third at 175.

Coach Jeff Knight, whose big week-
end included becoming a first-time
father last Saturday night, entered 15
different swimmers, and all 15 pro-
duced points, either individually or
on relays. And there were some truly
outstanding swims.

The three most surprising swims
for WHS came from a pair of unher-
alded, but very important, seniors and
a junior who has battled injuries and
sickness for three years.

Luke Granstrand, who was slowed
down early in the season by shoulder
problems and sickness, dropped
nearly two full seconds from his en-
try time to finish fifth in the 100

freestyle in a lifetime best 51.90. That
time earned him a spot on the final
relay, where he went 52.4 and was
joined by DeLaFuente (49.0), Mike
Oster (50.7) and Evan Paulan (50.4)
for a season-best 3:23.12 clocking.

The other senior was Matt Gelmetti.
The lanky “Gelmo” took more than a
second off his entry time to finish
sixth in the 100 breaststroke in
1:06.97.

Junior Max Blum had a break-
through meet, earning 14 team points
with a fourth in the 200 free (1:55.13)
and a second in the 500 free (5:13.85),
both lifetime bests.

Other Devils placing in the top six
were: Oster (third in the 200 free
1:54.70, fourth in the 100 free 51.81),
Paulan (third in the 100 fly 56.17 and
fifth in the 100 back 58.18), Matt
Blutfield (sixth in the 100 fly 58.68
and third in the 100 breast 1:05.34),
Larry Zhang (second in the 100 breast
1:04.49), Matt Morgan (sixth in the
200 IM 2:08.95) and Andrew Cordiero
(fifth in the 500 free 5:25.65). WHS’s
other points came from John Taylor
(100 back) and freshmen Nick Boyle
(butterfly on the medley relay) and
Jack Lorentzen (50 free).

SP-F’s top performer was junior
Zach Peart, who was second in the 200
IM (2:03.37) and third in the 100 back
(55.76). Other top-six finishers were:
Erick Walker (sixth in the 200 free
1:58.75), Mike Pesin (sixth in the 500
free in 5:30.25) and Brian Pesin (fifth
in the 100 breast in 1:05.88).

And now the state tournament be-
gins next week, with WHS looking

KUSKA, LEMBERG LEAD BLUE DEVILS TO VICTORY

Lady Blue Devils Win 26th
Union County Swim Crown

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

And now it’s on to the state tourna-
ment for the defending state Public A
Division champion Westfield High
School girls swim team.

The Blue Devils rolled to their 16th
consecutive Union County champion-
ship (and 26th in the meet’s 31-year
history) last Saturday morning at Eliza-
beth High School. First-year coach
Brooke Smith’s team rolled up 310
points, to 260.5 for runnerup Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (newspaper reports
erroneously had the score 287-221).

WHS’s 1-2 punch of senior Alexi
Kuska and sophomore Suzanne
Lemberg put on another show, each
winning two events and swimming
on a 400-yard freestyle relay that re-
broke the school record and smashed
the county meet record.

Kuska, in her final county meet,
broke two individual records: her own
in the 200 free with a 1:55.82, and
Marianne (Mei-Mei) Caroe’s 5:04.87
set in the late ‘80s with a school-
record 5:01.29. Racing basically by
herself – the second-place swimmer
was more than 21 second behind –
Kuska was pushed by her madly
screaming teammates over the final
four laps. With two laps to go, it
sounded like the roof might come off
the Dunn Center, as most of the stand-
ing-room-only crowd was cheering
for her.

After again “saying bye-bye to Mei-

Mei,” Kuska, who broke Caroe’s
WHS record two weeks earlier,
capped her amazing county-meet ca-
reer when she split a leadoff 53.67 on
the final relay. Liz Hawkins (56.1),
Meredith Smith (56.5) and Lemberg
(53.7) completed the record swim in
3:40.08.

“I think the whole team’s ability to
come in here and push themselves
really showed today,” Kuska said.

The meet didn’t start out quite as
Kuska and Co. had expected. The
Blue Devils’ foursome of Hawkins,
Kate Heffernan, Lemberg and Kuska
was shooting for the school record in
the 200-medley relay, a 1:52.02. They
came up short of that time, but did
break the old county meet record of
1:54 with a 1:53.49, the third fastest
time in school history.

But the SP-F team of Kate Johnson,
Kim Rossi, Mary Henkels and Mel-

issa Helock was even faster, finishing
first in 1:52.58. Johnson and Rossi
got the lead on the first two legs, then
Henkels and Helock held off Lemberg
and Kuska.

“It’s a big rivalry when we swim
Westfield,” Helock said, “but it pushes
us to get our best times. We had to
swim really fast.”

Kuska came back in the next race
and won the 200, with Smith and
Becky DeLaFuente coming in 2-4 as
WHS put up 40 points and was never
threatened the rest of the way.

Lemberg put up wins in the 50 and
100 freestyles, though she was pushed
most of the way in both races, by Kent
Place’s Michelle Immormino in the
50 and by Helock in the 100.

“Those weren’t my best times,”
Lemberg said, while looking for her
good-luck rain bonnet. “But it got the

ALLEMAN SETS RECORD IN SHOT, TARLOW WINS 880

Raiders Get 3rd, Westfield 5th
At Union County Boys Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior Mike Alleman broke
the meet record in the shot put with a
toss of 60’0.75” and Westfield High
School senior Alex Tarlow used his
explosive kick to win the 880-yard run
at the Union County (UC) Boys Track
& Field Championships at Dunn Cen-
ter in Elizabeth on January 30.

The Raiders finished third in the
team totals with 37 points and the
Blue Devils finished fifth with a total
of 28. Union Catholic, without its No.
1 4x440-yard relay team of Garrett
Ellis, Shariff Stubbs, Mike Suarez
and Ryan Kilkenny, who have been
preparing for the Millrose Games at
Madison Square Garden, won its sec-
ond straight UC indoor title with a 53
total.

Alleman, after fouling on his first
throw, played it safe on his second
throw with a toss of 50 feet in the
qualifying round, then followed it up
with a meet-record toss of 59’1” to
break the previous record of 57’1.75”
set by Linden’s David Biles in 1994.
Alleman’s best distance of 60’0.75”
came on his first throw in the finals.
He added a toss of 59’11” on his final
throw.

“I fouled my first throw so I de-
cided to keep it safe and make it to the
finals. From there, do what ever it
takes. I had no idea what the meet
record was. It was a good round of
throws. It was good to get going again
with a sixty footer,” said Alleman. “I
definitely got to turn it up. We have
some big throws coming up nation-
ally and, of course (Nick) Vena (of
Morristown, who recently had a toss

of 61’10.25”) in the states.”
Viking Charles Eke finished sec-

ond in the shot put with a toss of
46’1.5” and Raider Jason Boff placed
fifth with a personal-best shove of
42’2”.

“I was in eighth place and I wanted
to go all out on the last throw. I didn’t

even care about fouling. It was a good
throw,” said Boff.

Trailing Union Catholic’s Dan
daCosta by nearly 20-yards with less
than two laps remaining, Tarlow
kicked into high gear to cross first in
2:08.4 with daCosta finishing second

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

NORTHSIDE COLONIAL-WESTFIELD 

Properties Unlimited 
Judy Bell  

Broker Associate 
908-518-5443 direct 

908-358-8316 cell 

200 North Ave. East 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

908-233-9292 

Offered at $ 529,000 !!! 

Just updated kitchen! 2 baths, 3 bedrooms, & 1st 
floor family room or 4th bedroom, living room 
with fireplace, formal dining room, new roof, 
CAC, enclosed porch & more! Call Quickly!! 
                To buy or sell call Judy Bell!          

Westfield/Cranford
Wrestling on page 16

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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$835,000.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING IN A VERY TIGHT PACK…Blue Devil Evan Friedman, W, followed by Raider Martin Sweeney and Union
Catholic Viking D.J. Thornton lead a very tight pack in the mile run. Thornton finished first, Friedman was second and
Sweeney crossed third.
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Lady Blue Devils Win 26th
Union County Swim Crown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Blue Devil Boys Grab 54th
Union County Swim Crown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s Never Too Late
To Fall in Love Again

As he walked off the football field
at Kehler Stadium early last Thanks-
giving afternoon following WHS’s
28-27 victory over Plainfield, Josh
Gribbin had to be feeling almost
giddy.

After all, he had been a key figure
in the resurrection of the WHS foot-
ball team, from 1-9 as a sophomore
to 7-4 as a senior. And there’s noth-
ing like a win in your final high
school game. That, as they say, is
forever.

But Gribbin had hardly digested
his Thanksgiving turkey before he
bumped into John Cheddar, an assis-
tant wrestling coach at WHS, who
asked if he had ever considered com-
ing out for the wrestling team.

“I told him that I had thought about
it,” Gribbin said, “but that I’d heard
a lot of stories and it just didn’t seem
like my sport.”

The following Monday afternoon
Gribbin was in the locker room, lac-
ing up his wrestling shoes for his
first practice.

“I walked into the wrestling room
with such arrogance,” Gribbin said.
“Deep, deep down I felt like the
wrestling team was getting such a
great deal having Josh Gribbin
wrestle for them.”

It didn’t take long for Gribbin to
see the folly of that thinking.

“I quickly learned that I was get-
ting more than I bargained for,” he
said. “If anyone asks you what a
wrestling mat tastes like, I can tell
you because I got a full course my
first day of practice. It tastes of hard
work and humility from better wres-
tlers before me.”

Gribbin is no stranger to hard work.
His athletic career began in the fifth
grade, playing PAL football under
coach John Dugan, who gave him
the nickname “Cupcake.” It’s not
always easy overcoming a nickname
like that but, several years later,
“Cupcake” became the varsity cen-
ter as a sophomore when J.T. Sheehan
went down with an injury.

“I think I started eight games that
year and I would never have gotten
through that season without coach
(Ron) Barner,” Gribbin said. “I mean,
I grew as a player and as a person,
but it was difficult, being the anchor
of the offensive line as a rookie.”

Just when Gribbin might have be-
gun thinking about being a three-
year starting center, he suffered a
dislocated shoulder during double
sessions and missed his entire junior
football season.

“That was really tough. I spent 6½
hours in the hospital and the doctors
told me I was done for the year,” he
said. “Thanks to some great care and
support from (WHS trainer) Sandy
(Mamary), I was back practicing a
month later. But my shoulder just
couldn’t keep up with the daily trauma
and five weeks later I was back in the
hospital and the doctors said I was
done playing high school ball.”

His family sought a second opin-
ion, and got one they liked from Dr.
Todd Krell.

“He thought he might be able to
save my senior season,” Gribbin said,
“so we went with doctor number two.”

Following the surgery were months
of tedious rehab work at the Kessler
Rehabilitation Center on Elm Street.
But slowly he was able to regain his
strength and confidence and “my se-
nior year as a football player was
more than I could ever wish for,” said
Gribbin, who earned second-team all-
conference honors.

Then came his meeting with Ched-
dar. WHS had for years been having
problems filling out all 14 weight
classes, especially in the upper
weights, which are manned by foot-
ball players at most schools. WHS
wrestling coach Glen Kurz was more
than happy to accommodate.

“Josh is an awesome kid,” Kurz
said. “He came out to help the team.
He bleeds Blue Devil blue. He loved
wrestling and he was a hard worker,
with some great leadership qualities.
And his wrestling was coming along
nicely. Some of the skills he had from
football gave him a pretty good back-
ground. I think he could’ve had a nice
career if we’d him since his freshman
year.”

His first training partners were Alan
Workman, Bill Kim and Zach Frantz,

along with Cheddar. After a couple of
weeks, “they threw me to the big
dogs,” and he trained with transfer
heavyweight Joe Kania, Kurz and
“any other walk-in past wrestler.”

Unfortunately, Gribbin’s WHS
wrestling career ended almost as
quickly as it began. After losing his
first varsity match against Chatham
(he scored the bout’s first takedown),
Gribbin heard his shoulder pop out of
the socket against Irvington. The same
injury that had ended his junior foot-
ball season had ended his wrestling
career.

“To show you the kind of kid he is,
when he got hurt, he was laying there
on the mat and all he was worried
about was the team score,” Kurz said.
“His father told me that on the drive
to Overlook (Hospital in Summit), all
Josh could say was that he had let his
team down. But the next day we had
a tri-meet at Piscataway and Josh was
there and he was the loudest guy in
the stands.”

And this latest setback hasn’t kept
Gribbin from attending practice ev-
ery day, arm in a sling, or taken away
his love for his new sport.

“I can’t explain the pride you feel
as a wrestler. The transformation that
I went through has made me a better
person,” Gribbin said. “I am extremely
disappointed that I dislocated my
shoulder again. It’s so frustrating to

watch from the bench as your weight
class is being forfeited. But I’m proud
to be on that bench.

“There is unbelievable leadership
on this team. Not just the captains,
but everyone. I was an outsider, but I
was accepted by my brothers, and
that’s a testament to them.”

Kurz and assistant coach Don
MacDonald have a simple saying they
tell their wrestlers, and it struck home
with Gribbin.

“Hard work beats talent when tal-
ent doesn’t work hard,” he said. “As
wrestlers that’s what we live by.”

Talk to Gribbin long enough and
you get the feeling he is more sorry
that his wrestling career didn’t start
earlier than he is of the injury that
ended it.

“I told my father one night that it
was like knowing an amazing secret
and, once you find out about it, every-
one you come across is deaf and
blind,” he said. “Every time I try to
explain how much wrestling has af-
fected me, how much I have grown,
how much one can grow if you give it
a chance, I get the same response:
‘You still like football too, right Josh?’
And I say, ‘Yeah I do … equally.’ ”

ALL-TIME TEAM
Since we’re on the subject of wres-

tling, The Den thought it might be
interesting to come up with an All-
Time WHS Wrestling Team, based
on high school performance, with
post-WHS as a tiebreaker (like at 145
pounds). Talk about some tough picks,
the second team has a state champion
— Chuck Cosenza — while the third
team includes three-time district
champions Paco Gonzalez, Rick
Adelaar and Pete Adelaar, along with
Jim Minno, whose three total losses
in his junior and senior years were all
to state champions!

Remember, this is just my opinion,
with some help from several former
WHS wrestlers. There is also an hon-
orable mention list of over three dozen
more wrestlers (and probably others
that we’ve overlooked or forgotten).
After each wrestler’s name is his WHS
won-lost record and district (d), re-
gion (r) and state (s) titles won.
GOLD
103: Bill Kenny (54-5, 3d, 2r, 1s)
112: Chris Jordan (99-23, 2d, 1r)
119: Ken Cornell (33-4-1, 2d, 1r, 1s)
125: Dave Tinnesz (72-6-1, 2d, 1r)
130: Dennis Powers (29-5-1, 1d, 1s)
135: Mark Dennis (63-9-2, 2d, 2r)
140: Cory Posey (118-10, 4d, 3r)
145: Joe Wiendl (40-6, 2d, 1r, 1s)
152: Rich Gottlick (52-10-2, 2d, 1r, 1s)
160: Kurt Stiefken (43-5-2, 2d, 1r, 1s)
171: Chris Campbell (26-0, 1d, 1r, 1s)
189: Frank Jackson (53-7-2, 3d, 1r, 1s)
215: Dave Morash (43-10-2, 2d, 2r, 2s)
Hvy: Jim Howard (36-7-2, 1d)
SILVER
103: Doug Wight (31-3, 1d)
112: Dave Wight (51-6-2, 2d)
119: Dave Brown (61-8, 3d, 2r)
125: Glen Kurz (77-29-2, 2d, 1r)
130: Onur Tezucar (90-24, 3d, 2r)
135: Jerry Gottlick (60-16-2, 3d, 1r)
140: Phil Gottlick (57-5, 2d, 1r)
145: Chuck Cosenza (40-6-1, 2d, 1r, 1s)
152: Joe Birmingham (67-9-1, 3d, 1r)
160: Paul Jordan (88-30, 1d, 1r)
171: Mike Baly (89-27, 1d, 1r)
189: Tom Jackson (23-2, 1d)
215: Mark Giacone (63-25-4, 3d)
Hvy: Steve Jones (28-5, 1d)
BRONZE
103: Greg Schmidt (47-10, 2d)
112: Jim Powers (40-9-2, 2d)
119: Paco Gonzalez (70-14-2, 3d, 1r)
125: Matt Shields (63-13, 1d, 1r)
130: Rick Adelaar (42-11-1, 3d)
135: Vin Hurley (48-4-1, 2d, 1r)
140: Bill Hunziker (46-8-3, 1d, 1r)
145: Pete Adelaar (43-8-1, 3d)
152: Anthony Coleman (41-5, 2d)
160: Jim Minno (40-10-1, 2d)
171: Mike Stagaard (48-18, 2d, 1r)
189: John Iglar (52-13, 1d, 1r)
215: Marty Howarth (15-2)
Hvy: Gene Barron (24-4-1)
HONORABLE MENTION
Paul Baly (52-21, 1d), Mark Boyd (67-44,
2d), Steve Brown (41-8-1, 2d), Brian
Buldo (34-19, 2d), Bob Byrne (24-4-1,
1d), Jeff Checchio (64-26), Seth Coren
(53-24, 1d), Tom DelDuca (65-19, 2d),
Frank DiGiovanni (49-18, 1d, 1r), Jim
Dodd (33-12-1, 2d), Bill Dunham (34-11-
2, 2d), Jay Factor (35-11, 1d), Mike
Giacone (40-17), Jon Gordon (32-5-1,
1d), Ron Hall (28-6-2, 1d), Lowell Higgins
(51-18-1), Mike Kivetz (54-32), Flip Light
(24-6-1, 1d), Colin MacKay (69-23, 2d),
Ken Marsh (62-34), Paul McDonough
(35-11-1, 2d), Skip Meiklejohn (25-10-2,
1d), Rob Mench (65-16, 1d), Dan Morash
(22-3-1, 2d), Rob O’Hara (59-20, 2d),
Chris Posey (62-16-2, 2d), John Povolac
(78-33, 1d), Ethan Powell (71-28, 1d),
Andrew Shaffer (66-21, 1d), Kevin
Sullivan (83-34, 2d), Jeff Thiel (34-8-1,
1d), Joe Thome (43-10-3), Lee Tomasso
(87-28, 2d), Earl Vigne (18-6-1), Chuck
Whedon (39-15-4, 2d), Marc Wolin (36-
8), Randy Wojcik (53-15-1, 2d).

THIS AND THAT
Ryan Jeffrey Knight (8-lbs, 1

ounce) was born Saturday evening at
Overlook Hospital, the first child for
WHS boys swim coach Jeff Knight
and his wife Diana. … Steve Tebbetts
(WHS ’72) will be inducted into the
Union County Baseball Hall of Fame
this Sunday, 1 p.m., at L’Affaire,
Mountainside. … Mike Venezia
(WHS – 07) had a career high 18
points Saturday night to lead Colgate
to an 84-77 win at Navy. He is the Red
Raiders’ fourth-leading scorer at 7.7
points per game.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to boys swimmer
Chris DeLaFuente. The junior took
home four gold medals last Friday
night at the Union County champion-
ships, including a 52.91 in the 100-
yard butterfly that broke a 33-year-
old meet record.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
during the school year in The Westfield
Leader. Contact us with comments,
complaints or suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS FOREVER!

Devil of the Week
Chris DeLaFuente

Swimming
first-place points.”

WHS entered 17 girls and all 17
scored points. Perhaps the most sur-
prising swim came from freshman
Kylie Bangs, who finished fourth in
the backstroke in a lifetime best
1:04.07, the ninth best time in WHS
history.

Another surprise swim was the 200
freestyle relay, where Lauren
Sullivan, Megan Kaveney, Emily
Budnick and DeLaFuente clocked a
1:44.01, ninth best in school history
and just behind New Providence’s
record-setting foursome.

WHS’s other scorers were: Smith
(second in the 200 free, sixth in the
100 back), DeLaFuente (fourth in the
200 free, third in the 100 fly),
Catherine Maguire (third in the 200
IM, fourth in the 100 breast),
Heffernan (third in the 100 breast),
Olivia Scrofani (seventh in the 200
IM), Ally Rose (ninth in the 200 IM),
Sullivan (sixth in the 50 free), Budnick
(seventh in the 50 free, 10th in the 100
free), Hawkins (fourth in the 100 fly,
fifth in the 100 back), Elaine Ander-
son (eighth in the 100 fly, ninth in the
100 breast), Kelsey Wilson (11th in
the 100 free), Steph Albright (eighth
in the 500 free) and Kyle Higgins

(ninth in the 500 free).
Scotch Plains had three individual

wins in addition to the medley relay.
Helock captured the 200 individual
medley, Henkels was first in the 100
backstroke and Rossi took the 100
breaststroke.

And now it’s on to the state tourna-
ment, where both WHS and SP-F will
compete in Public A. The WHS girls
will face West Morris on Tuesday,
February 12, then will face the War-
ren Hills/Ridge winner in the semifi-
nals on Friday, February 15. SPF will
open against Park Regional then will
face the Watchung Hills/Bridgewater-
Raritan winner on February 15. The
sectional finals are Monday, Febru-
ary 18, for Public A. The state Public
school finals are Sunday, February
24, at the College of New Jersey in
Ewing.

“We’re in it to win it,” Kuska said.
“Winning counties feels great, but
now we’re after states. Since the be-
ginning of the season, that’s what
we’ve wanted to do.”

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss
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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The SPF Times

January 1998: The Westfield High
School girls won their first Union
County Girls Winter Track title since
1995, by squeezing past the second-
place Plainfield High School girls,
69-66. Senior Sage Stefiuk set the
stage by grabbing first in the mile
with a time of 5:47 and the two-mile
run with a time of 12:52.8.

February 7, 1998: For the boys’
swimmers of Westfield High School,
their narrow 304-290, advantage over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood was good
enough for an unprecedented, 42nd
consecutive Union County champi-
onship in Elizabeth. The Westfield
ladies totaled 286 points, 33 ahead of
the Raiders, to win a sixth straight
UCT crown. Westfield got first-place
efforts from Rob Myers (1:05.29) in
the 100-yard breaststroke; Seth
Burstein (53.62) in the 100-yard but-
terfly; and Kyle McCluskey, Erik
Larson, Burstein and Jay Pollack
(1:33.91) in the 200-yard freestyle
relay.

Blue Devil Jesse Coxson won the
500-yard freestyle. Abby Coxson
claimed first in the 200-yard freestyle.
Brooke Smith won the 100-yard
breaststroke, as well as the 200-yard

individual medley. Smith, Heidi
Schoenemann and the two Coxson
ladies set a new record in the 200-
yard freestyle relay at 1:45.31, eclips-
ing the old mark of 1:45.32.

Raider junior Dave Russ accom-
plished something that no other swim-
mer did — earning four gold medals.
Russ placed first in the 50-yard
freestyle and the 100-yard freestyle
and also swam in the winning 200-
yard medley relay and the 400-yard
freestyle relay. The Raider 200-yard
medley relay team of Sarah Milligan,
Jess Zentmeyer, Ann Espinoza and
Dana Berkowitz shattered an 11-year-
old UCT record by almost two sec-
onds.

February 6, 1998: Excitement was
in the air after the ceremony for the
Forty Years of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Wrestling, and the
packed gym was provided with the
entertainment they deserved as the
Raiders gave the very strong Rahway
wrestlers all they could handle in
Scotch Plains. The outcome was not
decided until after the final two bouts
and the Indians won, 38-26. At 215-
lbs, Raider Frank Thorne decisioned
Danny Garay, 6-0, but Rahway heavy-
weight Antonio Garay pinned Jim
Feeley to seal the victory.

for its first state title since 2004, and
No. 21 overall. The current swim-
mers have suffered three straight
heart-breaking losses in the tourna-
ment: In 2005 WHS lost to
Bridgewater-Raritan in the sectional
final on a tiebreaker after an 85-85
tie; in 2006 WHS took eventual state
champion Bridgewater down to the
final relay before falling; last Febru-
ary WHS fell to Cherry Hill West in
the state final, again on the final relay.

WHS will open up its Public A
sectional tournament on Monday,
February 11, against Union then will
face the Watchung Hills/Ridge win-
ner on Thursday, February 14. SPF
opens with Cranford and will face the
Bridgewater-Raritan/Plainfield win-
ner. The sectional final (likely against
Bridgewater again) will be Monday,
February 18, at Bayonne, with the
state semifinals on Thursday, Febru-
ary 21, and the state final on Sunday,
February 24.

NOTES: The county champion-
ships will apparently be held at a yet-
to-be-determined site next February.
Elizabeth coach R.J. Anderson said
that last weekend’s meet was the final
to be held at the Dunn Center, which
has hosted the meet since 1978.

“The athletic directors voted on it
and they voted for a change,” he said.
“I don’t know where it’s going to be
at, but it won’t be here.”

Since the meet started back before
World War II, it has been held at six
different sites: Rutgers University
(1938-39), the Elizabeth YMCA
(1942-43, non-scoring), the Pingry
School (1954-62), the Westfield
YMCA (1963-74), Elizabeth’s George
Washington School (1975-77) and
Elizabeth High School (1978-2008).

The only pool in the county with a
timing system and enough seating
room for all the spectators is in the
Westfield Y. But deck space there
would be a problem, and the teams
would likely have to be marshaled
from the gymnasium or the racquet-
ball courts.

Other possibilities are the Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison, Seton
Hall University, Kean University and
Drew University in Madison. Less
likely because of rental costs and
travel, but still possible, are Rutgers
University, or even Princeton Univer-
sity, which hosts the Greater
Middlesex Conference meet with both
boys and girls at the same time, in
DeNunzio Pool’s separate facilities.

See Team Picture
On Page 17

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

WESTFIELD $1,375,000 SUMMIT $1,195,000 WESTFIELD $1,595,000 WESTFIELD $629,000

WESTFIELD $2,550,000 WESTFIELD $1,450,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $970,000

Charming 9 room Colonial in the heart of Wychwood.
Offers 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, gourmet custom gran-
ite, cherry cabinets and stainless steel appliances in
the Eat-In Kitchen, gas fireplace shared with large Liv-
ing Room, Dining Room with chair-rail, large Master
Bedroom with full bath and custom closets.

Gracious Tudor offers old world charm coupled with
modern amenities. This home features 9 rooms and
includes 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, gleaming wood floors,
stone fireplace, chestnut woodwork along with updated
Kitchen, baths, roof, patio and more.

Wychwood Colonial with the perfect blend of formal
and casual.  Includes 10 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 4.5 baths,
large Family Room off updated Eat-In Kitchen with
granite counters, Master Bedroom with full bath and
good closet space, private guest or au-pair suite, 2nd

floor laundry, Living Room with fireplace and a For-
mal Dining Room.

Lovely 5 room Townhome in 55+ community includes
a Living Room with fireplace, Formal Dining Room,
large Kitchen, 2 nice-sized Bedrooms, great closet space,
1st floor laundry, pavestone patio, close to everything
location.

Designing and building yesteryear today, Simpson’s has
set a new standard of excellence with this Classic 1920’s
Shingle style home with 3’ eaves and sweeping roof
lines.  Superb craftsmanship, design and architectural
detail, using only the finest materials with attention
to every detail.

Very charming and spacious Center Hall Dutch Colo-
nial with veranda style front porch, large foyer, Butler’s
pantry, mud room, 5 Bedrooms on 2nd floor, lots of
built-ins and architectural detail, high ceiling, updated
Kitchen and baths, new CAC and updated electric.

Winter views and twinkling lights welcome you to this
elegant Colonial. Features 8 rooms, 4 Bedrooms, 2.5
baths, many recent renovations including all baths,
custom Kitchen, 1st floor laundry room, cherry pan-
eled Family Room, windows, wine cellar and more.

WESTFIELD $745,000
This listing was sold for full price in only 7 days.
Let us design a personalized marketing plan for
your home.  Contact any of our extraordinary
agents.
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Blue Devil ‘B’ Bowlers Finish
Second Union County Tourney

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lou Clemente rolled a high 245-
666 series to lead the Roselle Catho-
lic High School boys’ bowling team
past the Westfield “B” team to cap-
ture the Union County Tournament
crown at Jersey Lanes in Linden on
January 30. The Lions rolled a 2,888
(915, 991, 982), while the Blue Devil
B squad finished with 2,836 (936,
944, 956). Linden finished third with
2,826 and the Westfield “A” boys
finished fourth with 2,817. Elizabeth
placed fifth with 2,796 and Governor
Livingston sixth with a total of 2,726.

“All year long we have been bowl-
ing a lot better. We’re the defending
champions, the champions of the con-
ference etc. and they’re always is a
mark on our back. Everybody would
love to beat us and once in a while it
happens. Today, we just didn’t have a
good day but give Roselle Catholic a
lot of credit,” said Westfield Head

Coach Mike Tyrone in his 28th year
at the helm. “The big difference was
our anchor guy, Brett Ettinger. He’s
been bowing great all year but he just
had a bad day. Hopefully they realize
that you have to adapt to the lane
conditions and we had trouble adjust-
ing to that today.”

The “B” team’s leadoff bowler Josh
Ettinger burned the lanes with games
of 168, 213 and 215 for a high series
of 596. Zach Rubin had the second-
highest series of 593 with games of
172, 178 and 243 and Trevor Yee
followed with games of 203, 206 and
162 for a 571 series. Pat Clancy rolled
games of 223, 158 and 189 for his 562
series and Kevin Murphy finished
with a 512 series, including a game
high 189.

Eric Curialle led the “A” team with
games of 195, 229 and 171 for a high
series of 595. Matt Marcus had games
of 165, 201 and 200 for a 566 series
and Jesse Embry rolled a 558 series
with games of 232, 158 and 168.
Arley Rojas, who bowled in the fourth
spot, rolled 203, 180 and 168 for his
551 series and co-captain Brett
Ettinger shot a 200, 135 and 212 for a
series of 547.

The Lions entered Game 3 with an
eight-point advantage over Westfield

“A” but the Blue Devils had difficulty
in executing their spares, dropping a
982-919 game, while the Devil “B”
squad held it’s own, rolling a 956 total.

At the Woodbridge Tournament on
January 26, Rojas accomplished ev-
ery bowler’s dream, a perfect 300
game.

“You need to come in with confi-
dence, relax and throw every set the
same. Don’t worry about anyone else
and do what you have to do best to get
a strike and just have fun,” he said.
“You’re forced to come out with the
same force every time, a nice release
of the free arm and throw the ball fast
or slow, however the lanes are. If
they’re dry, you throw faster, if they’re
wet, you have to throw slower. Make
sure you hit the pocket and throw the
same line every time.”

On January 31, the Blue Devil “A”
team rolled their season-high series
of 3,155 to clinch the Watchung Con-
ference title in West Orange. Embry
rolled a 655 series with games of 228,
203 and 224. Brett Ettinger shot a
203, 237 and 202 for a series of 642
and Marcus had games of 197, 199
and 246 for a 642 series. Curialle
rolled games of 220, 208 and 183 for
a series of 611 and Rojas rolled 194,
226 and 185 for his 605 series.

FERRARA WINS REMATCH, CANNON CANS CALDWELL

Raider Matmen Even Record
With 42-25 Win Over Indians

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ten years ago, on February 6, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
wrestling team celebrated its 40th
year in a dual match with Rahway.
Unlike the 38-26, setback on that day,
the Raiders turned the tables with a
42-25 victory over the Rahway Indi-
ans on February 1 in Scotch Plains.

Coming into the match with a 9-10
record, the Raiders desperately
needed a win for a chance to qualify

for the sectional tournament and each
competitor rose to the occasion to
avoid yielding bonus points, while
stepping up to gain bonus points.

“We worked on that all week. We
really studied their stuff. (Rahway)
Coach (Fred) Stueber does a wonder-
ful job. I was losing a lot of sleep over
this match. We didn’t give up the big
stuff. The kids came through,” said
Raider Head Coach John Scholz.

Crucial victories were needed and
the first came in the very first bout
when Raider Nowell Whitehouse
came through with a takedown late in
the third period to record a 6-4 vic-
tory over Jabari Shults at 103-lbs.

“Nowell’s a gamer. He’s getting
better and better each match. That set

the tempo,” said coach Scholz.
But more heroics were needed when

Raider Shane Squire was injured af-
ter falling off the mat in the first
period of the 112-lb bout. After a 45-
minute delay, heroics arrived in a big
way when Raider Tristan Bundy
gobbled up Chaz Fudge in 1:08 with
an arm bar and head clamp at 119-lbs.

Jawan Gaines followed at 125-lbs
with a 54 second wrist-and-half nelson
fall over Alex Hanwi to give the Raid-
ers a 15-6 lead. At 130-lbs, Indian

Quran Womack pulled a spin-around
takedown at the buzzer to burn Wes
Morrison, 6-4, but Raider Dan Gore
clamped Diego Chavez with a cradle

in 1:19 in the 135-lb bout.
The highlight bout of the evening

came at 140-lbs between Rahway
team captain Octavio Bent and Mike
Ferrara. The two battled to a 4-4 tie in
regulation in the semifinals of the
Union County Tournament but Bent
caught Ferrara in a cement mixer
maneuver to advance to the finals.
This time, each competitor earned an
escape in regulation and another over-
time period was needed, but Ferrara

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

UCT Boys Indoor Track
Westfield/Cranford Wrestling

SPF/Rahway Wrestling

Viking 4x400 Get 4th
At Millrose Games

The Union Catholic High School
boys 4x400-meter team finished
fourth in the Suburban Division
with a time of 3:33.96 at the Millrose
Games at Madison Square Garden
on February 1. Mike Suarez led off
with a time of 51.9. Ryan Kilkenny
ran his leg in 55.2 and Shariff Stubbs
ran his in 54.0. Garrett Ellis ran the
anchor leg in 51.9.

WHS 4x800 Girls Place
At Metropolitan Invt’l
The Westfield High School girls’

winter track team competed at the
Metropolitan Invitational in New York
on January 30. The 4x800 team, of
Cat Cognetti, Rose Driscoll, Lisa
Nehring and Tessa Schaaf, placed
sixth in a time of 9:52.8, and are
hoping it will qualify them for the
Eastern States Championships. Claire
Stevens-Haas cleared nine feet in the
pole vault to break her own school
record. The 4x200 team of Grace
Mackenzie, Kelly Irving, Emily Har-
ris and Ashley Edwards set a new
school record with a time of 1:51.7.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A TASTE OF PERFECTION…Blue Devil Arley Rojas rolled a perfect 300 game at the Woodbridge Tournament
on January 26. The Blue Devils placed second in the Union County Tournament on January 30.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DETERMINED TO GET SWEET REVENGE…Raider Mike Ferrara, right, faces off once again with Rahway’s Octavio
Bent, who defeated him in overtime in the 140-lb semifinals of the county tournament. This time, Ferrara won in overtime.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD COLONIAL $669,000
Welcome to a home where old world charm and modern amenities combine seamlessly. This
captivating 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Colonial home has a beautiful kitchen with a farm sink, stainless
steel appliances and subway tile, new bathrooms, gleaming hardwood floors throughout, crown
molding and central air. Enjoy the professionally landscaped yard from a 2 tiered deck. Set on
a tranquil tree-lined street, yet moments from school, shops, parks and transportation. This
home is the perfect choice to call home...Make it yours today. MLS # 2478631

WESTFIELD
ELEGANT HOMES PRESENTS

THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,975,000

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 2/10   12-4PM $499,900

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 2/10  1-4PM $989,900

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an
enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19
room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6
full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butlers pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF.  MLS # 2324649

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Stunning two year old Center Hall Colonial, quality crafted by outstanding builder, Mike Mahoney.
Elegant details, fine appointments, hardwood flooring, 9’ ceiling heights (1st floor) and open, spacious
floor plan highlight this home. Situated in a cul-de-sac neighborhood of newer houses, this home
features a welcoming front porch, large two story entrance foyer to greet your guests, French doors
lead to an office on the right, living room on the left. The formal dining room overlooks the backyard
along with the gourmet eat-in kitchen, complete with a center island, stainless steel appliances,
granite counters, and tumbles marble backsplash. There is a grand family room with cathedral ceiling
and fireplace, 1/2 bath and laundry/mud room. The 2nd floor has a magnificent master bedroom
suite with sitting room, full bath with Jacuzzi, stall shower and double vanity, and walk in closet,
plus three additional bedrooms and a full bath. Sliders from the kitchen lead to a private backyard
with paver patio. Two car attached garage and large unfinished basement complete this home. Weichert
Exclusive.  DIR: Raritan Road, right on Frank St, right on Cherry blossom Lane #1.

SCOTCH PLAINS COLONIAL $1,374,900
6 Bedroom, 3 Bath Colonial. This notable gem sits high on a knoll overlooking
2.24 acres. An elegantly appointed home boasting quality architectural details and
modern amenities combined with a light infused floor plan. 9 car oversized garage,
3 fireplaces, partially finished basement, in-ground pool, eat-in-kitchen, and formal
dining room.  MLS # 2481118

Charming Split built in 1955. Three bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths with a built-in garage that lets out
onto Belmar Terrace. The house has a family room on the ground level and a finished basement
with a recreation room, utility area, laundry area and an office. There is a large fenced in yard
with a deck off the dining room.  DIR: South Ave to Central Ave.  #1402  MLS # 2440341

WESTFIELD VICTORIAN $1,150,000
Elegant Victorian built in 2006 boasting quality architectural design and amenities combined
with a light infused floor plan. Coffered ceilings, deluxe mill work, gourmet kitchen with
granite, custom wood cabinets, center island, Viking & Bosch appliances and sliders to paver
patio. 6 generous sized bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, 3rd floor balcony, mahogany front porch and
a fully fenced in yard. Set on a professionally landscaped lot just moments from schools, town
and transportation.  MLS # 2472150
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Blue Devil Wrestlers Flatten
Cranford Cougars, 49-30

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team will not be in contention
for a sectional tournament title, how-
ever the 6-12 Blue Devils had a fine
performance across the board when
they claimed eight of nine face-to-
face bouts to grab a 49-30 victory
over Cranford, in Westfield, on Feb-
ruary 1.

“We knew this was a young team
coming in. I knew they were going to
get better as the year went on, but I
did not think they were going to be
this good right now. We just knocked
off a good Cranford team and we did
it without four starters. I don’t even
know what to say,” said Westfield
Head Coach Glen Kurz.

“These kids work hard and that solves
everything. I told them that from day

one. If we work hard, good things are
going to happen. Believe in it and it’s
happening. I knew this was good team
all along and I was just waiting to see
whether they were going to realize their
potential. Tonight they certainly did,”
continued Coach Kurz.

In the first bout of the evening,
171-lb Blue Devil, Bill Kim recorded
a second period takedown then used a
half nelson and a headlock to turn
Matt Konieczny in 3:28. After four
forfeits and a pin, the 8-4 Cougars
had a 24-6 lead until Blue Devil fresh-
man, Jey Yingling, at 112-lbs, demol-
ished Ryan Byrnes in 1:58.

“I slipped off on top with a leg,
ended on bottom, Petersoned him,
held on to that and eventually pinned
him,” said Yingling.

Nick DeFreitas grabbed a 12-4
majority decision over Carmine

Pellino at 119-lbs.
“He was supposed to beat me tech-

nically on paper because in counties
he placed sixth,” said DeFreitas. “First
period I came out with a dump, put
some heat on him, wore him down.
That’s usually my game plan and I
ended up with three. Second period, I
rode him out, then in the third, I shot
a couple of singles and hit a few
neutral scores on him. This win was
big,” said DeFreitas.

At 125-lbs, John Barnes quickly
pinned Conor Londergren in 1:25.

“I expected to wrestle their 125-
pounder DiGiovanni, who placed fifth
in the county,” said Barnes. “I pulled
the drag first to take him down, then
to pin him I used a wrist, went under-
neath, tilted him to the mat and
clamped him.”

In the most exciting match of the
evening, freshman, 130-lb Christian
Barber exceeded expectations by pull-
ing out a 5-3 decision with one tick
remaining over Matt DiGiovanni to
put Westfield on top, 25-24.

“I came in nervous, did not know
what to expect, but I felt honored to
be in the position,” said Barber. “He
was riding high. I dumped him over,
got two and won the match.”

The Cougars won the next bout, but
Joe Panarese smothered 140-lb Chris
Klein in 1:41, from a single-leg
takedown.

“I was looking for anything to pin
this kid. I was looking for the bar. It
didn’t really work out the way I
wanted it to but I recovered, covered
him up and brought him to his back,”
said Panarese.

Ryan Jennings turned 145-lb Cou-
gar JT Vicci to his back in 3:48 with
a half nelson.

“I got out quick, used a fireman’s,
took away the half and reloaded it, a
move that I use in practice most and
am best at,” said Jennings.

At 152 pounds, Matt Shaffer battled
back from a 3-2 first-period deficit to
build a 6-3 advantage before annihi-
lating Joe Chencharik in 2:41.

“It was definitely great being back.
I had a good match against Parsippany
Hills, but I’m still working the kinks
out,” said Shaffer. “The only thing I
think about is go out there and beat
the kid up. I snapped him down to a
front headlock and torqued him until
he got tired, and eventually was able
to twist his body around and then take
him to his back.”

In the final bout, freshman Erik
Gozdieski shocked 160-lb Cougar
Ryan Tarantino with a two-point tilt
and top-position dominance before
showing him the lights in 1:53.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
171: — Kim (W) p Konieczny, 3:28
189: — Kevin Aldredge (C) won forfeit
215: — Jullian Campo (C) won forfeit
Hwt: — Joe Brady (C) won forfeit
103: — Joe Graccio (C) won forfeit
112: — Yingling (W) p Byrnes, 1:58
119: — DeFreitas (W) md Pellino, 12-4
125: — Barnes (W) p Londergren, 1:25
130: — Barber (W) d DiGiovanni, 5-3
135: — Mesut Ozcan (C) p Pat Younger,
5:07
140: — Panarese (W) p Klein, 1:41
145: — Jennings (W) p Vicci, 3:48
152: — Shaffer (W) p Chencharik, 2:41
160: — Gozdieski (W) p Tarantino, 1:53

Raiders Get 3rd, Westfield 5th
At Union County Boys Track

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

at 2:09.5. Raider Mike Ragan crossed
fourth at 2:12.8 followed by Viking
Russ Kinney at 2:13.6.

“Dunn (Center) is the ultimate
equalizer. When you come here, it’s
not really who is the fastest, it’s who
can navigate the turns and straight-
away the best,” said Tarlow. “I tried to
maintain contact for the majority of
the race and then rely on my kick. I

was a little nervous. The kid is a really
good runner.”

In the one-mile run, Blue Devil
Evan Friedman took the lead for the
first six laps in a very tight pack.
Viking D.J. Thornton then took the
lead and crossed first at 4:45.6.

“That was the plan all along,” said
Friedman of his early lead. “My coach
told me that I could break the field
and pull away but it didn’t quite work
out though.”

Friedman did put on a good kick
toward the end and finished second
with a time of 4:47.

“I have been working on it over the
years,” said Friedman, who has been
healing somewhat from tendonitis of
the foot. “I thought it was a stress
fracture. I’m healed but I missed out
on some conditioning. I surprised
myself today. Even though I didn’t
win, I was quite pleased.”

Raider Martin Sweeney was right
with the pack and finished third with
a time of 4:49.4.

“The times were pretty good. I’m
happy with it, by far the fastest I have
run here. In terms of strategy, I was
hoping I would sit behind Friedman
and wait until the end of the race then
go. It ended up like a horse race

jockeying for position,” said Sweeney.
Blue Devils Andrew Flood, Tarlow,

Donny deRojas and Craig Cognetti
finished second in the 4x440-yard
relay with a time of 3:55.4 followed
by Vikings Jordan Peru, daCosta,
Kinney and Obinna Nwafor at 3:56.2.
Raiders Sharif Scott, Adam Clark,
Larry Dent and Mike Chervenyak
finished fifth with a time of 4:03.2.

Raiders Pat Doliber and Dan Sapienza
finished 3-5 in the two-mile run with
respective times of 10:42.5 and
10:54.6 and Blue Devil Ryan Scrudato
finished sixth at 10:57.8. Viking
Nwator placed second in the high
jump with a height of 5’10”, while
Raiders Shariff Scott at 5’8” and Larry
Dent at 5’6” finished 5-6.

TOP 7 TEAM TOTALS:
1. Union Catholic 53, 2 Rahway 44.5,

3. Scotch Plains-Fanwood 37, 4. Union
34, 5. Westfield 28, 6. Roselle 19, 7.
Linden 18.

Blue Devil Icemen Trounce
Old Bridge in Hockey, 8-2

Westfield High School’s ice hockey
team, the Blue Devils, recently con-
tinued its winning ways with an 8-2
trouncing of Old Bridge to improve
its overall record to 9-7-2. It was
Westfield’s second victory over Old
Bridge this season.

Westfield jumped to a 4-1, first-
period advantage led by freshman CJ
Meyer’s four-point effort (inaugural
hat trick and assist) and a goal from
senior captain Jimmy Bender.

In rolling three lines, the Blue Dev-
ils were able to muster continuous
offensive pressure and effective fore-
checking. The first line, of Bender,
Meyer and Esposito, was supple-
mented by second line sophomores,
Matthew Wronski and Dan Reyman,
and senior Evan Einstein. The third
line was comprised of center man,
junior Phil Cohen, senior AJ
Cunningham, and freshman Henry
O’Brien.

Juniors Mike Foley and Pat Tresnam,
along with sophomores Joe

Kramkowski and Dylan Moran (1 as-
sist), manned the defensive line. Se-
nior Alex Falk was also a valuable blue
line contributor, while net minders
senior Matt Fritz and junior Scott
Howard held Old Bridge in check.

After the first period, Westfield tal-
lied three more power play goals – a
second period effort by Bender, as-
sisted from Craig Esposito, and two
third period strikes, one by Evan
Einstein, assisted by Bender and
Esposito, and another by frosh Nick
Antanasio, who was assisted once
again by Esposito.

Esposito finished with four points
(1 goal, 3 assists), and Bender had
three points (2 goals, 1 assist). For-
ward Tony Szwarc was credited with
an assist.

In the competitive Central White
Division, the Blue Devils own a 5-5-
2 record with remaining games
against divisional rivals Paul VI,
Johnson and Dayton, slated for the
week of February 4.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOCKING UP AN IMPORTANT VICTORY...Blue Devil freshman Jey Yingling has Cougar Ryan Byrnes stuck in a
headlock and pins him in 1:58 in the 112-lb bout.

Raider Alleman Gets
Personal Best in Shot
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School senior Mike Alleman topped
his own personal-best distance of
61’9.75” by tossing the shot put
62’8” at the Varsity Classic Indoor
Track Meet at the New York City
Armory on February 5. Ironically,
Morristown freshman Nick Vena
tossed a meet-record 63’2.75”,
which also became the top throw in
the nation this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
POWERING A COUNTY RECORD…Raider Mike Alleman broke the Union
County shot put record with a shove of 60’0.75”.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
Redefining Real Estate

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004, 2005, 2007

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090    

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Coldwell Banker 

561 BRADFORD AVENUE, WESTFIELD

This 4 bedroom Colonial on park like property is nestled in the heart of the Gardens.  This charmer boasts an 
updated eat-in Kitchen with white cabinetry, living room with wood burning fireplace and classic wooden mantle, 
parquet floors, finished Recroom, first floor Den with new windows and close proximity to downtown shopping, 

top ranked schools and NYC transportation.                                                                          Offered for $699,000

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM

824 EAST BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD

Pristine starter home perfect for entertaining boasts a new gourmet Kitchen, overlooking the serene setting of the 
private and park-like rear yard.  This Henry West home exudes quality while offering a formal Dining Room, sunny 
Living Room with fireplace, first floor Den, hardwood floors, finished Recreation Room, central air and more! 

                                                                                                                               Offered for $529,000

New stately Colonial built in 2005 boasts 5 Bedrooms and 5.5 baths on a quiet Westfield cul-de-sac.  This fine 
home boasts endless upgrades including a cherry Kitchen with center island, hardwood floors accented by walnut 
inlay, first floor Office, Second floor laundry, finished basement with Recreation Room, Playroom, wet bar and 

wine cellar.                                                                                                                           Offered for 1,850,000 

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM

4 BURGESS COURT, WESTFIELD

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM

1127 BOULEVARD, WESTFIELD

This pristine and updated home offers ideal location on a desirable Westfield street within walking distance to the 
elementary school.  This fine home boasts a new Kitchen and bathrooms, new windows, new furnace and central 
air, new siding, new garage doors and a new patio overlooking professional landscape of the private and park-like 

rear yard.                                                                                                                              Offered for $649,000
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Raider Matmen Record 42-25 Win Over Indians
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

The Prettiest Street in Westfield

This impeccably appointed arts and crafts home is nestled on a quiet picturesque street in one
of the most desirable northside neighborhoods.  This home has classic old world beauty with
quality modern amenities.  Tastefully decorated, with 4 br and 4 and a half baths, this residence
effortlessly combines sophistication with warmth and style.  Displaying traditional architecture
and exquisite appointments, the rooms create an unforgettable setting for entertaining and
everyday living.  The front and back stair, opposing fireplaces, leaded glass corner china cabinets,
and original solid six panel pocket doors, are just a few of the captivating features that this
premier home has to offer.  The house is situated on half an acre of manicured grounds, just
blocks to train, schools and Westfield’s vibrant downtown area.

Offered at $2,400,000.

Call Meme Binko at 908-518-9684 or 908-451-0237 (cell) for a private showing.

scored a spin-around takedown to
claim a 3-1 victory.

“I knew he was tough, obviously,
because I wrestled him a week ago,
went to overtime. I looked over the
tape, prepared myself. I knew what to
go for and it proved to be another
tough match. This time I wanted to
make a difference. My conditioning
felt better,” said Ferrara.

At 145-lbs, Raider Josh Foote
avoided being shown the lights and
limited Jim Disney to a 10-2, major-
ity decision, but Raider Mike Ridge
stepped up to 152-lbs and destroyed
Carlos Daza in 44 seconds with an
arm bar and half nelson.

At 160-lbs, Trevor Cannon faced
James Caldwell, whose older brother
Darrien, a three-time state champion,

was known for his devastating spladle
(created by Wade Schalles from
Hollidaysburg, Pa.) pinning move.
From the start, Cannon attempted to
prescribe a dose of the Caldwell medi-
cine, but the edge of the mat stopped
action. Cannon proceeded to amass
points with a pair of double arm bar
stacks and a single grapevine chin
clamp before pinning Caldwell with
an Olympic arm bar in 5:28.

“Knowing his brother, I knew he
had to be semi-decent. The first pe-
riod was wild. It was crazy! I thought
I had him pinned, but I guess not. The
crowd was great,” said Cannon.

Ryan McCarthy assured the Raid-
ers of the team victory by limiting
Caleb Taylor to a 6-0 decision at 171-
lbs. Indian Gabe Evangelista scored a

third-period reversal to nip Joe
Sebalao, 4-3, at 189-lbs and Gary
Pyrus pinned Raider Brian Laspe in
52 seconds at 215-lbs. Raider heavy-
weight Joe Blaes put the icing on the
cake by turning Andre Hunt in 3:31
with a half nelson.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
103: — Whitehouse (S) d Shults, 6-4
112: — Hinton (R) won I. Default 1:29
119: — Bundy (S) p Fudge, 1:08
125: — Gaines (S) p Hanwi, 0:54
130: — Womack (R) d Morrison, 6-4
135: — Gore (S) p Chavez, 1:19
140: — Ferrara (S) d Bent, 3-1 OT
145: — Disney (R) md Foote, 10-2
152: — Ridge (S) p Daza, 0:44
160: — Cannon (S) p Caldwell, 5:28
171: — Taylor (R) d McCarthy, 6-0
189: — Evangelista (R) d Sebolao, 4-3
215: — Pyrus (R) p Laspe, 0:52
Hwt: — Blaes (S) p Hunt, 3:31

Blue Devil Icemen Stop
Paul VI Skaters, 3-2

Courtesy of NJ Sports Media www.njsportsmedia.com for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JUST KILLING TIME ON THE ICE…Westfield penalty killer, senior Evan
Einstein, slides to block a point shot, during a first-period Paul VI power play.

The 10-7-2 Westfield High School
ice hockey team played a strong home
game and defeated division-leading
Paul VI, 3-2, on February 4 at the
Warinanco Rink in Roselle. Senior
Jimmy Bender and emerging fresh-
man C.J. Meyer led WHS with three
points each.

Bender’s first goal provided a late
first-period 1-0, Westfield lead. Paul
VI tied the score 3:39 into the second
period, but just 56 seconds later, Meyer
restored Westfield’s advantage. Bender
then potted WHS’s final goal, making
it 3-1, with six minutes remaining in
the second, from Meyer, off a keep-in
by junior defender Pat Tresnan.

In the third period, Paul VI swarmed
Westfield’s zone but senior goalie

Matt Fritz held firm. With 9:20 re-
maining, the game was delayed for
30 minutes, as injured Paul VI player
Zach Varquez lay still on the ice,
covered in a blanket, until taken by
ambulance for medical attention. On
a subsequent power play, Paul VI
closed within 3-2, reminding all of
Paul VI’s seesaw, multiple-comeback
win over Westfield two weeks prior.

In the final three minutes, another
Paul VI power play was stifled by the
Westfield penalty killers, led by goalie
Fritz, freshman Henry O’Brien, with a
thrilling, sliding shot-block, and his
fellow forwards Dan Reyman, A.J.
Cunningham and Evan Einstein, in front
of steadfast defenders Dylan Moran,
Mike Foley and Joe Kramkowski.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETING: BUDGET

DATE OF MEETING: Tuesday, February 12, 2008

LOCATION: Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey   07076

TIME: 7:30 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETINGS: Budget Presentations

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will not be taken.
1 T - 2/7/08, The Times Fee: $28.56

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STACKING UP THE POINTS…Raider Trevor Cannon has Indian James Caldwell in deep trouble with a double arm bar
stack in the 160-lb class. Cannon pinned Caldwell in 5:28.

Courtesy of the Kuskas for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY SWIM CHAMPIONS…The Westfield Lady Blue Devils rolled to their 16th consecutive Union County
championship and 26th in the meet’s 31-year history on February 2.

Klimowicz Records
Hoops Double-Double

EWING – The College of New
Jersey women’s basketball team de-
feated the visiting Scarlet Raptors
of Rutgers University-Camden, 67-
29, on January 30 to improve to 14-
5 overall and 5-2 in the NJAC. TCNJ
junior center Hillary Klimowicz
(Scotch Plains) added her 15th
double-double of the season as she
tallied 16 points and 10 rebounds
and four blocks.

Overall on her career, Klimowicz
has added double-digits in 24 games
with the Lions. She also surpassed
the 900-career point plateau as she
played her first season at St. Joseph’s
University, tallying 275 points and
earning Atlantic-10 Rookie of the
Year honors. She also has 641 ca-
reer rebounds as well 909 points.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

WFMS Qualifies Four
To State Mat Tourney

Prior to the Westfield High
School/Cranford Varsity match, 16
Westfield middle school wrestlers
took to the mats in their 10th show-
ing of the season.

“It’s always big when you wrestle
Cranford especially for these guys
here at the High School,” said sec-
ond year Coach Vincent Guiliano.

“The guys are really coming
along. We have some outstanding
wrestlers in Mike Kalimtzis, Troy
Skibitsky, Tony Pafumi, who are
also our team captains. Wrestling at
the middle school is encouraged to
anyone interested. Our season starts
right after Thanksgiving and ends
in the middle of March. The final
tournament is the state tournament.
Four wrestlers qualified including
Colingess, Kieran Cline, Pafumi and
Skibitsky. They will be wrestling in
the Dunn Center on March 15,” said
Coach Giuliano.

On February 3, Kalimtzis (83lbs),
Skibitsky (103lbs) and Pafumi (160
lbs) placed first at the Roselle Park
Tournament and Will Johnston (95
lbs) placed second.

A Colonial Revival Boasting Classic Details
This extraordinary home is a pleasant surprise.  From curbside, to the introduction through the front door, to
the initiation into the backyard, a wealth of character awaits. This notable home features a magnificent slate
roof, an exquisite brick walk and steps, a beautiful front to back living room with a wood burning fireplace,
an adjacent family room surrounded by windows, a spacious formal dining room with built in corner cabinets
adjacent to a lovely bright kitchen. Second floor highlights include 3 nice sized bedrooms and a period
updated bath.  Amenities comprise underground sprinkler system, CAC, a 2 car detached garage with new
custom wood carriage house electric doors, updated electric, new plumbing.  A bucolic backyard only further
accents this wonderful home on one of Westfield’s prettiest streets. Offered for $809,000.

For your own private showing or any additional details, please contact:

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  600 NORTH AVENUE, WEST  •  (908) 233-0065

Jocelyne Holden

908-233-2694

Jocelyne-holden@burgdorff.com

 Janice Kodatt

 908-233-6546

Janice-kodatt@burgdorff.com

HYE-YOUNG CHOI, A SALES ASSOCIATE WITH COLDWELL

BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE SINCE 1984 CONTINUES ON

AN EXTRAORDINARY TRADITION OF SUCCESS.

     “My job is to work hard for my buyers
and sellers and I will do everything I can to
reach their goal. My
skills are supported by
a corporation that
provides me with the
most state-art-of-the-
art technology
available and my
clients are the
fortunate recipients of
that expertise.” stated
Hye-Young.
     Hard work is
natural for Choi,
spending the years
prior to her real estate
career in the theater,
appearing in the
Broadway and
London productions
of the King and I with
Yul Brynner. Hye-Young completed her
master degree in music at Manhattan School
of Music. When she began her real estate
career in the Westfield office, it didn’t take
long for her star quality to shine. In her
illustrious career, Hye-Young Choi has been
named the #1 Sales Associate in the
Westfield office 11 times. She has
consistently received high top honors from
the New Jersey Association of Realtors,
earning the Platinum designation, the

highest achievement award, every year
since it’s inception and from Coldwell

Banker, being named a
member of the Elite Club,
a very select group of
sales associates from
among the thousands
across the country.
     With such a successful
history it is no wonder
clients seek her out. Her
proven track record lets
the results speak for
themselves. “Hye-Young
Choi has completely
outperformed some of the
best real estate markets
ever recorded”: Michael
Scott, Office Manager
noted. “Her approach is so
professional and so caring
that she has made clients

for life”, he added.
     With 2007 the fifth highest year on
record for existing-home sales and with
improved affordability conditions, now is
a great time to call Hye-Young Choi. She
can be reached at the Westfield office 908-
233-5555, or her direct line 908-301-2015,
hye-youngchoi.net or email, hye-
young@att.net.

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

Hye-Young Choi
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It’s a new year, and a new look for Applewood
Estates.  Come meet our residents and discover all
Applewood has to offer.  Tour our new Performance
Center, Dining Room, Indoor Pool, Bistro, Spa &
Fitness Center, and more.  Visit our new designer
model apartments and free-standing cottages.  This
could be the year for you to find a new home at
Applewood Estates.

Fridays, February 15th and 29th – 11:00 am
Meet the Expert Session
National Retirement Living Expert – John Hensen

Tuesdays, February 12th and 26th – 11:00 am
Winter Warm-Up Lunches
Hosted by Applewood Residents

Seating is limited.  Call today for reservations!
800-438-0888

New Jersey’s most prestigious lifecare community.

ONTINUING   ARE

ACCREDITATION

COM MISSION

A LifeStyle Attitude.  A LifeCare Advantage.

Freehold, NJ • 800-438-0888
www.applewoodestates.com

Be our guest
for a Taste of 

Applewood Estates!

Be our guest
for a Taste of 

Applewood Estates!

Make your move now!
Take advantage of 

Winter Savings of up to 

$38,000.
*

Call for a FREE Retirement
Living Affordability Guide.  

*Limited time only.
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2006

www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

 Direct Line 908-301-2015

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield . . . Magnificent Stone Creek custom 12 RM, 6 BDRM, 7 ½ BTH, 6600 sq.ft.
colonial. Architectural integrity, detailed craftsmanship & prestigious location. Outstanding
amenities.-customized ceilings, exquisite millwork, old world arched drways, 2 story foyer
w/motorized chand. Lift, 4 frplcs, circular strcase, holiday sz DR, deluxe KIT, butler’s pantry
w/wet bar,  1st flr guest suite, Library, Master suite w/frplc, dress. Rm, & sitting rm. 1st & 2nd

flr game rms, 3 car garage, 4 zn HT & CAC.  148 x 200 property.      $3,795,000.  WSF0065

Westfield . . . New quality 4000 sq. ft., ready to move-in. Spacious RMS, LR, FDR, FR,
mud rm. Deluxe KIT w/ custom cherry cabs, Creama Bordeaux granite, sep. break rm.
All 5 BRS on 2nd Flr, 3 ½  luxury BTHS w/ imported marble. MBR w/10ft.tray ceil,
whr’pl BTH.  Hwflrs,#1 red oak throughout, frt & Bk staircs, blue stn patio, carriage
house 2 CGR, charm covered frt & Bk porch. 268 deep prop.      $1,395,000.  WSF0091

Westfield . . . Spectacular builder’s own 5800 sq ft HM. Meticulous attention to quality
craftsmanship, extraordinary style & timeless elegance. 5 BRS, 4 Full & 2 half BTHS,
deluxe KIT, MBRM w/sitting RM w/wet bar, office, private patio & luxury BTH.  Superior
finishes, 5 FRPLC, accented ceil, banquet sz DR, Billiard RM, views of Watchung Mts ,
7 ZN HT/CAC,  beaut terraced property (.58 ac.) and much more.      $2,750,000  WSF0791

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

WESTFIELD $1,450,000

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 10 • 1-4pm
465 Topping Hill Road

This early Art-Deco 1940’s home is a unique and pristine home filled
with amenities galore!  This 9 room home features 4 bedrooms, 3.5
baths, Master Bedroom Suite with sitting area and marble spa bathroom,
Gourmet kitchen with sleek wood cabinetry, granite countertops and
stainless steel appliances, 3 car attached garage, hardwood floors, sound
system, CAC, conservatory with floor-to-ceiling nine-light windows that
overlook the professionally landscaped lush property.

WF ‘A’ Travel Boys Defeat
Warren Boy Cagers, 32-25

The Westfield 4th grade boys travel
“A” squad continue their undefeated
run, breaking Warren’s undefeated
winning streak, with a 32-25 win on
January 28.

Westfield controlled the tempo with
tough play under the basket from
Parker Hess and Owen Colwell, and
excellent playmaking from Owen
Murray and Tyler Roth. Justin Lin
showed poise under pressure and good
ability to penetrate the defense.

Jack Cash rebounded well and Chris
Boutsikaris’ steals created fast-break
points. Billy Fitzpatrick and Nick
Mele provided solid outside shoot-
ing, while Daniel Criscuolo and Sam
Karnofsky excelled on defense. Chris
Rinaldi’s defense was aided by his
great speed up and down the court.

“The kids are very athletic and tal-
ented and a pleasure to coach,” said
coach David Hess. “We have a deep
bench and all twelve players contrib-
ute in every game. They are coming
together as a team and we are happy
about the growth we have seen from
each player.”

Westfield Blue, as they are known,
play in the Garden State Basketball
League Fourth Grade American Di-
vision. The team also defeated Im-
maculate Heart of Mary (48-29),
Branchburg (51-9), Clark (53-16),
Mendham (53-8), Basking Ridge (40-
26), Cranford (61-24), and Berkeley
Heights (45-13). The team is coached
by David Hess, Daniel Murray, John
Colwell and Gary Roth, and man-
aged by Linus Lin.

New York Giants – 2008 Super Bowl Champs – Quarterback Eli Manning – MVP

On Saturday, January 26, the
Westfield Y Boys B swim team de-
feated the Woodbridge Y team, 111-
81, to finish the season, 5-1.

8U: Matthew Harris touched first
in the 25-backstroke and second in
the 50-free. Jack Edmondson placed
first in the 50-free and third in the 25-
back. Kevin Wang (25-breast) and
Brady Siegel (25-fly) touched first.

Joseph Chen (25-breast) and Hunter
Casazza (25-fly) took second. Harris,
Jack Cifelli, Casazza and Edmondson
won the 100-medley relay.

9-10: Austin Kreusser won the
100IM and 50-back. Lucas Fan placed
first in the 50-fly and second in the
100IM. Tomasso Wagner (100-free)
and Stefan Crigler (50-breast) touched
first. Evan Moore (100-free) and Brian
Bachmann (50-fly) took second.
Kreusser, Crigler, Fan and Wagner
won the 200-medley relay.

11-12: Connor Moore won the 100-
free and 50-breast. Sean Beattie
touched second in the 200IM and
first in the 50-back. Alec Penn touched
second in the 50-back. Tommy Pyle,
Moore, Penn and Adsit won the 200-
medley relay.

13-14: Sean Clark won the 200-
free and 100-back. Nicandro Donadio
touched first in the 200IM and sec-
ond in the 100-breast. Matt Trinkle
placed first in the 100-fly and second
in the 200IM. Tim York (100-back)
and Robert Lockatell (100-fly) placed
second. Trinkle, Donadio, Lockatell
and Clark won the 200-medley relay.

15-18: Michael Pesin won the 200-
free and 100-fly. Carson Foley
(200IM) and Colin Terwelp (100-
breast) touched first.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEW YORK GIANTS! SUPER BOWL CHAMPIONS! WHO WOULD HAVE “THUNK” IT?…Local fans in the livingroom of this home prepare to explode in jubilation  at the conclusion of the Super Bowl game between the Giants and the previously
undefeated Patriots, while earlier the downstairs crowd (also Giants fans, except maybe two) watch with intensity. The Giants won, 17-14. What a catch Tyree!

GREAT START…The Westfield 4th grade boys travel “A” basketball team
improved to 8-0 with a win over Warren. Pictured, left to right, are: front row,
Parker Hess, Sam Karnofsky, Tyler Roth and Chris Rinaldi; second row, Owen
Colwell, Owen Murray, Jack Cash and Chris Boutsikaris; third row, Daniel
Criscuolo, Justin Lin and Billy Fitzpatrick, Nick Mele. Coaches: Dan Murray,
David Hess and Gary Roth.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF EDUCATION

OF THE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD,

SCHOOL DISTRICT
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
sealed bids will be received by the Board
of Education of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District, Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, 07076, Union
County, New Jersey, for the following to
be received at the prevailing time(s):

ATHLETIC BID
FEBRUARY 20 AT 10:00 AM

and will be publicly opened and read
immediately thereafter.

Bids must be made on the proposal
forms in the manner designated, enclosed
in a separate sealed envelope with name
and address of bidder and work bid upon
noted on the outside, and must be accom-
panied by a Certified Check, Cashier’s
Check or Bid Bond drawn to the order of
the Board of Education for not less than
ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid,
but in no case in excess of $20,000.00,
and must be delivered to the Secretary of
the Board of Education, or the Board’s
designated representative at the above
place on or before the hour named. The
Board of Education assumes no responsi-
bility for bids mailed or misdirected in de-
livery.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof.

The right is reserved to reject any or all
bids or waive informality in the bidding if it
is in the interest of the Board of Education
to do so.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq., pertaining to the “Pub-
lic School Contracts Law.”

All bidders are placed on notice that they
are required to comply with the require-
ments of P.L. 1975, Chapter 127.

Specifications and full information may
be obtained upon request at the Business
Office of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education, Evergreen Avenue & Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, 07076.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF EDU-
CATION OF THE SCOTCH PLAINS-
FANWOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Anthony Del Sordi, Board Secretary
1 T - 2/7/08, The Times Fee: $49.98

FSPY Red Swim Girls Shine
At West Morris Swim Meet
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y

(FSPY) Girls Red team had outstand-
ing performances in its last dual meet
of the season against the West Morris

Y. The team is now concentrating on
the upcoming championship meets,
including the YMCA Silver Champi-
onships and State Championships.

Qualifying Times:
Individual Medley: Savannah

Llewellyn earned a Silver time in the
11/12 200IM

Freestyle: Kate Musso scored a Sil-
ver time in the 9-10 50-yard race. 11/
12s Hannah Greaney and Rosemarie
Brigande earned Silvers in the 100.
Maddie Krema and Molly O’Halloran
earned Silver times in the 50. 15/18s
Michelle Ball, Bianca Pacheco,
Amanda Gianni and Katie Gartner
earned Silver qualifying times.

Backstroke: 13/14s Gaby Levine
and Nicole Buzzanca in the 100 and
15/18’s Annie O’Halloran and Julia
Weigel in the 200 earned Silver times.

Breaststroke: 11/12s Krema and
Brigande, and 15-18s Gianni and
Katelyn Cavanagh earned Silver in
the 100. 13/14 Ellen Tomljanovic
earned Silver in the 200.

Butterfly: 9/10 Julia DiGiacamo
has qualified for Silvers in the 50-fly;
13/14 Tomljanovic earned a qualify-
ing time in the 200-fly. 15/18s Cheryl
Monteiro, Gartner and Ball qualified
for Silvers in the 100-fly.

Many of the girls qualified for the
YMCA Bronze championships in-
cluding: T. Inacker, M. Ryan, J. Fugett,
G. Lesce, Mariel, Melody and Mariah
Weigel, M. Bebout, J. Napolitano,
a.m. Kearns, B. Harrington, S.
Hoerrner, J. Gill, K. Carbone, A. Laki,
J. Weigel, B. Pacheco, K. Flor-
Stagnato, K. Many and A. Brown.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on De-
cember 19, 2007, granted approval for
subdivision into three lots, the property
owned by Donald & Debbie Close at 227 &
243 Midway Avenue, Fanwood, New Jer-
sey, being Block 10 and Lots 27 & 28.
Variances for lot width, lot frontage and
side yard setbacks were also granted.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Mr. Robert Kraus
Schiller & Pittenger

1771 Front Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

For
Mr. Don Close

243 Midway Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 2/7/08, The Times Fee: $21.93

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

WF Y ‘B’ Swim Boys Beat
Woodbridge Y Boys, 111-81

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2006
Platinum Level: 2003-2006        Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555
© 2007 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2006

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

542 Arlington Avenue, Westfield $699,900
Beautifully renovated 4 Bedroom 2 full bath Colonial in move in condition
conveniently located to town, park, Washington School and the Westfield
Library.  This sunny home includes a Living Room with fplc; Formal Dining
Room; update Kitchen w/breakfast bar; Family Room w/skylights plus Office;
1st floor Laundry/Mud Room; Master Bedroom w/skylights and a 2 car Garage.
Recent improvements include updated electric; cac; and furnace.

260 Prospect Street Unit 6, Westfield $779,900
The ultimate in Chelmsford living!  Magnificent premiere unit, one of only 4,
featuring an entrance Foyer leading to a gracious airy floorplan including a
Living Room; Formal Dining Room; large Kitchen with updated appliances
plus a Breakfast Room; Family Room w/fireplace with sliding doors to a balcony;
2 Bedrooms including a Master suite with walk in closet and private bath;
laundry and 2 car garage.  Great storage thru-out.  One floor living in an elevator
building….truly a must see!

2163 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains $899,900
Incredible value….ready for immediate occupancy!  Spread out in this spacious 5
Bedroom 5 ½ bath home built by Pinnacle Developers Corp.  Nicely appointed
thru-out including formal Living and Dining Rooms;  Family Room w/fplc;
Kitchen w/center island and Breakfast Room; 1st floor Bedroom suite; additional
2nd floor Familiy Room and 3 car Garage.  Nestled on a .4 acre lot convenient to
Tamaques Park.

252 Hyslip Avenue, Westfield $969,900
Spacious front porch Colonial with open floorplan featuring a gracious Foyer;
Formal Living and Dining Rooms; gourmet Eat In Kitchen open to Family Room
w/fireplace; Master Bedroom Suite with full bath and walk in closet.  Great
location convenient to town, schools, park, pool and NYC transportation!

246 Hyslip Avenue, Westfield $969,900
Wonderful open front porch Mahoney Built home featuring a spacious entry
Foyer; Formal Living and Dining Rooms; gourmet Eat In Kitchen open to Family
Room w/fireplace; Master Bedroom Suite with full bath and walk in closet.
Great location convenient to town, schools, park, pool and NYC transportation!

1266 Rahway Avenue, Westfield $999,900
Spacious 4 Bedroom 3 full Bath Colonial on nice lot conveniently located to
schools and Tamaques Park.  Featuring a 2 story Foyer; formal Living and
Dining Rooms; Gourmet Kitchen w/center island open to Family Room w/
fireplace and wet bar; Master Suite with full bath and his and hers walk-in
closets.  Nicely appointed thru-out.

737 Prospect Street, Westfield $1,299,900
Wonderful new home built with great attention to detail on deep lot featuring
an open front porch; 2 story entry Foyer; formal Living and Dining Rooms;
Kitchen w/center island and eating area open to Family Room w/fireplace; Master
Bedroom suite with walk in closet and private bathroom; 2nd floor laundry;
and multi zone heating and cooling.  Great location close to town and across
from playground!

1170 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield $1,650,000
Grand new 6 Bedroom 4 ½ bath Center Hall Colonial beautifully appointed with a gracious
Foyer which showcases the gorgeous staircase.  The incredible floorplan includes a Formal
Living Room w/fplc; Formal Dining Room with Butler’s Pantry w/wet bar and custom
cabinetry; gourmet Kitchen w/center island open to a wonderful Family Room w/fireplace
and access to a mahogany deck and circular patio; and an Office and Library with a shared
open fireplace.  The second floor boasts 6 Bedrooms including a Master Suite w/walk in
closet, private bath and fireplace; 2 Bedrooms with a jack and jill bathroom and a bedroom
with full bath and access to the back staircase.  Great storage thru-out including a 3 car
garage.  Located on one of Westfield’s most notable streets.  A must see!

717 Hyslip Avenue, Westfield $1,695,000
Wonderful 3 year young Mahoney Built Colonial nestled on 1/3 of an acre of
property.  Beautifully appointed throughout including a gracious Foyer flanked
by the formal Living and Dining Rooms; a spacious eat-in Kitchen w/center
island, walk-in Pantry and sliders to private yard with patio; 1st floor Laundry
and Bedroom/Office; Master Suite with full bath, walk in closet and private
Study; and a fabulous finished basement.  Better then new!

4 Max Place, Westfield $1,699,900
Elegant new 6 Bedroom 4 ½ bath Colonial to be built by Michael
Mahoney on cul-de-sac of new homes.  Featuring a  gracious entry
Foyer; formal Living and Dining Rooms; gourmet Kitchen with center
island and granite counters open to a Family Room w/fireplace; 1st floor
guest suit with full bath; 3 car Garage and more!

13 Breeze Knoll Drive, Westfield $2,599,900
Stunning custom built residence on over ½ acre of lush grounds w/inground pool on premier cul-de-sac.
Exquisitely appointed thru-out this gracious home includes a grand Foyer with sweeping staircase flanked by
a Formal Living Room w/fireplace; Formal Dining Room w/custom moldings and tray ceiling; gourmet Eat-
In Kitchen w/custom center island and top of the line appliances, wonderful walk in pantry w/custom built-
in’s; large Family Room w/fireplace; Study/Office w/magnificent built-ins; large Mudroom w/custom lockers
and first floor Bedroom suite with full bath.  The second floor boasts 5 additional Bedrooms and 4 full baths,
including a luxurious Master Suite w/Sitting Room, fabulous bathroom and walk-in closet with beautiful
custom cabinetry.  The 3rd floor has an additional Playroom and storage area.  All this plus; a large basement
with Recreation Room; “Nanny Suite” with full bath; and great storage room.  Truly a one of a kind opportunity!

The only address you need when looking for a home in the Westfield area!

Don’t wait for rates to go back up….Now is a great time to buy!

471 Edgewood Avenue, Westfield $535,000
Charming 3 Bedroom 1 ½ bath home featuring a Living Room w/fpcl; Formal
Dining Room; updated Kitchen w/granite counters; Sun Room w/access to 2
tiered deck overlooking deep fenced lot; Family Room plus Recreation Room
and 1 car Garage.  Convenient to Franklin and Roosevelt Schools!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February10th • 1-4pm

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February10th • 1-4pm

LOCATION….LOCATION….LOCATION  •  www.frankdisoldi.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

DELIVERY PERSON

Delivery person wanted. Must
have valid driver’s license and
own vehicle. Salary $9.00 per hour
plus tips for Cosi Restaurants
located in Cranford & Westfield.

Please apply in person
at either location:

102-108 E. Broad St., Westfield
or 2 South Ave., Cranford

COLONIAL- OPEN HOUSE SUN

5 BR 3 BA 3000+ SQ FT!
Beautiful Center Hall Colonial.
$779,000 Poss. in-law suite. Gran-
ite kitchen. Updated. Rare Find.

OPEN SUN. 2/10 12-3:30
Loc: 999 Lake Ave. Clark

PART TIME SALES

Kids and Women’s gift business
needs a part time sales person
in the months of March, April and
May. If you want to have fun
while you work contact: Robin

(908) 233-0513 or
Robinjk7@aol.com

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

NYC, Upper East Side.
Well established, small company.
Excellent writing and telephone
skills. Detail oriented. Full working
knowledge of Word,
Excel and Access. $45,000/yr.
Full benefits. Send cover letter &
resume: jmcg453@aol.com

STYLIST WANTED

Brand New upscale salon in
Westfield seeking experienced
stylist. Great location, Generous
commission. Call for interview.

(908) 413-7653

SUBSTITUTES WANTED

Elementary School Substitutes:
School Nurse, Elementary Grades
and Early Childhood Teachers.
Campuses in Cranford and West
Orange. E-mail resume and
inquiry to Mrudin@ssdseu.org
or fax to (908) 272-7343

FT EXP NANNY WANTED

FT Exp Nanny needed 7a.m.-
5:30p.m., 4 days/wk for Westfield
family, starting March. Must have
exp, ref, and valid drivers license.
(908) 654-4286 if interested

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

WESTFIELD FOR RENT 1-6 MO

Cheery, spacious, refreshed
Colonial Home. 3Bed, 1.5 bath.
Walk to Washington School, train,
town. Nicely furnished/equipped
or empty. $3475/mo. $150/day.
(908) 698-2630 Owner is lic. agt.

INTERIOR HOUSE PAINTER

Fully Insured
10 years Experience

Serving Westfield
for the Past Five Years.

Free Estimates!
Call: (908) 358-5197

WESTFIELD

Northside, Off Lawrence Ave.
Builders Home!

Impressive 4100 Sq ft of living
area! 5 Brs, 5.5 baths, 3 fireplaces,
3 z cac & gas heat, 3 car garage,
heated in-ground pool, cabana
w/sauna, gourmet Cherrywood
kitchen, butlers pantry, finished
basement. Best of quality thru-
out! Master suites w/whirlpools,
visual tour at Realtor.com.
or brochure upon request.

ERA Village Green Realtors
(732) 381-7477

BABYSITTER WANTED

8:30am - 6:30pm Tues, Weds &
Thurs for W’field family. Must
have exp., refs and valid DL. Re-
spond to 0222mc@gmail.com

BEDROOM SET

All wood sleigh bed,
dresser/mirror & 2 nite stands.

List $3000 sell $975
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

MATTRESS SET

Queen plush top,
new in plastic w/warranty

Value $600. sell $250
Call (732) 259-0016

Lincoln School Readies Start-Up
Committee to Develop Lincoln PTO

The Lincoln School’s Early Childhood
Center PTO development group met for
the first time last week, and we are very
excited about the opening in September
2008 of our children’s school. While Sep-
tember may seem a long way off, a start-
up committee of parents was formed to
begin meeting to develop Lincoln’s PTO.

We represent each elementary school

and each area of town. While some of the
parents in the group will be new to the
school system next year, we also have
parents with many years combined expe-
rience serving on PTO’s in our commu-
nity. Throughout the spring and summer
we will continue to develop the list of
activities, events and functions the PTO
will support for the opening of Lincoln
School.

We have included some current el-
ementary school favorites for example:
Book Fair, Art Appreciation, Spirit Week,
and in keeping with Westfield’s long-
standing tradition: opening day “Apples”
to wear.

With these and the many other activi-
ties planned, we look forward to a very
exciting first year at Lincoln School. While
we started the process for next year’s
PTO, we will need many volunteers to be
successful. We invite everyone to check
westfieldnjk12.org/lincolnpto in the up-
coming weeks for ways in which you can
get involved.

Sign-up sheets have also been at each
scheduled kindergarten registration and
are available at every public elementary
school in Westfield. The theme for Lin-
coln School, created by the teachers, is
“We make a world of difference.” Our
hope as parents is to support and enhance
every effort to do just that.

The Lincoln School PTO Develop-
ment Committee –

 Judy Hoffman, Elaine Jackler,
Christina Storms, Sandra Alfano,

Karen Fountain, Alissa Berger,
Gretchen Ohlig, Kassie Smith,

Jennifer Nichols, Rhonda Kean,
Jenny Tananbaum, Meredith Stick

Mendelson, Trish Shakal, Anne
Marie Heard, Beth Riordan and

Monica Bergin

A Confused Senior Writes: Why do
people wait too long before they can
express their love and affection to oth-
ers? Often, it is too late. I am 75 and am
recovering from a serious heart attack.
My daughter has never been able to
express any compliments or show ten-
derness. Now, when I am so ill, she
visits frequently and stunned me by
giving me a personal note and then
leaving the room.

Much to my surprise, I read this: A
Story About You Who in their life
hasn’t planted a peach pit Just hoping
that somehow a seedling would grow?
And then they move on to some other
adventure, And if it comes up – well,
they don’t even know. That’s one way
of picturing your style of living. You’ve
planted ideas and dreams unaware.
You’ve noticed somebody whose heart
needs attention And planted a positive
feeling in there. It’s part of your na-
ture. You may not remember the kind
and encouraging Things that you’ve
done. But everywhere, “peach pits”
are growing like crazy. And people are
blooming. (I know it – I’m one.)

Answer: I don’t know why your
daughter has been unable to express
these emotions in earlier years. Is she
a person who has trouble expressing
love? Is she afraid of emotional inti-
macy? Did the two of you have power
struggles and control issues during
your lifetime together? Often we wait
until it’s almost too late (fear of loss)
before we open up. Reach out to her,
express your appreciation for her
words, her emotions; be supportive,
inviting, try to establish emotional
bonds. It Is Never Too Late!!

An Angry Parent Writes: Do people
really change? My 29-year-old daugh-
ter was always a problem. As a teen,
she became involved in drinking and
drugs and sexual activity. Individual
and family therapy helped us to re-

solve some issues. As a young adult,
Renee (disguised name) went away to
college, stayed two years, got an asso-
ciate degree and then disappeared.

In recent years, she contacted us to
say she had married, had a child and
then divorced. She wanted to return
home and start a new life. Against my
husband’s advice, we took her in. We
found out she cannot hold a job be-
cause she drinks. She comes home
late, is soused and denies that she has
a problem. The other night, after a
terrible confrontation, she sent me a
card. I thought it was a peace offering.
It said: “I used to think drinking was
bad for me. So I gave up thinking!” So
hostile! We are ready to throw her out.

Answer: Obviously, Renee has not
resolved her alcoholic issue. The card
(and who makes such cards?) shows
denial and arrogance. It is time (over-
due) to set boundaries: set a time limit
for her to get a job, find living quarters
and leave. I don’t know the status of
your grandchild, but you may want to
help out with childcare (if you can and/
or want to). Setting limits and controls
is the best gift you can give her, and it
may help her “think” instead of “drink.”

A Frustrated Reader Writes: I will
no longer read your column or write to
you because you misled me last holi-
day when I told you I needed some
hints on how to spend the holidays
with my dysfunctional family. Ignor-
ing them, detaching, being polite, talk-
ing about artificial things, didn’t work.
They were critical and judgmental. So
thanks for nothing.

Answer: I’m sorry you felt I was of no
help. Please remember we cannot always
change certain personalities or a person’s
behavior. Your relatives seem set in their
“dysfunctional” ways. My next advice, if
you care to heed it, is to avoid these
holiday gatherings and be with people
you enjoy! Try it; you’ll like it.

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Some People Experience
Difficulty Expressing Love

NANNY NEEDS JOB

My name is Miss Debbie.
I am a professional nanny
w/20yrs experience. I need a full
time job. Willing to negotiate pay.

Call (908) 791-9662HOUSEKEEPER

Housekeeper needed in
Westfield home. Monday,
Wednesday and Friday preferred.
Flexible with days and hours. Must
have references. Please call

(908) 377-4128

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

I will clean your house,
apartment or condo.

Reliable, reasonable rates.
I do laundry. Good references.

5 years exp.
For each client you give me,

1 extra job free.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or

(973) 878-2181 Neide

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Childcare needed in my Scotch
Plains home to take care of my
18 month old son. Mon, Tues,
Thurs, and Friday from 8am-
2:30pm. Light house work.

Please call Kim
(732) 580-8495.

Must have ref. and be flexible.

Another Letter to the Editor

‘Friends’ Seek Clients
For ‘Books on Wheels’
WESTFIELD – The Friends of

the Westfield Memorial Library has
announced that it is seeking new
clients for its “Books on Wheels”
program, in which library books are
delivered to homebound Westfield
residents.

Books are delivered every other
Friday year-round. Volunteers de-
liver the books to the household’s
door and pick them up two weeks
later. Once the resident is in the
program, a Westfield librarian will
provide assistance in selecting ma-
terial.

To qualify for the program, a resi-
dent must be recuperating at home
from an illness three months or
longer, or be permanently
homebound. For delivery, call Letty
Hudak, chairperson for Books on
Wheels, at (908) 233-6233.

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings.
Please e-mail resume to:
editor@goleader.com

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

NATURE TALKS…Area leaders tour the Great Swamp, enjoying nature and
discuss issues facing the state. Pictured: Assemblyman Jon Bramnick of Westfield
talks with Long Hill Republican Club President Bruce Meringolo, Westfield
School Board President Ginny Leiz is in the right background and Patricia
Bramnick is in the left background.

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Kitchens & Bathrooms

Designed & Installed by

Dudick & Son
Also cabinet refacing & counter replacement

40 North Avenue Garwood  •  Ph: 908-789-1790

Satisfying customers since 1946

Visit our website at www.dudickandson.com

Custom Cabinetry
and Woodwork

The Woodworks
Architectural Woodwork

Fireplace Mantels
Moldings and Raised Panels

908-232-1089  / Cell: 908-705-0653

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

         BRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLBRICK – BLOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STOCK – CONCRETE – STONEONEONEONEONE

MASON CONTRACTOR
For ALL Your Masonry and Building Needs

732-388-3151
Free Estimates – Fully Insured (#13vh03917500)

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL

Cursi Ceramic Tile & Marble
Contractor, L.L.C.

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
  Unique Tile Patios and more ...

908 - 232 - 7383
Commercial - Residential - References

John DeNicola Jr.

WESTFIELD

Owner Operated for 25 Years
Fully Insured - Free Estimates

Murph
Construction Co., Inc.

Fine Quality Homes
CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

Leo C. White Jr.

www.murphconstruction.com

Office: 908.654.9098

Cell: 908.233.9588

ROMAN
Home Improvements

All Types of Carpentry
Kitchens • Bathrooms

Bedrooms • Living Rooms

Basements • Decks • Stairs

Free Estimates       Fully Insured

(732) 680-9626

BOUSQUET CONSTRUCTION Co.
1-800-351-1964

Building & Remodeling
Property Management

Roofing & Siding
New Construction

Historical Restorations

Serving Westfield for over 30 years
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Musical Club Features
Talented Family on Feb. 13

WESTFIELD – Mezzo-soprano
Diantha Clark, accompanied by her
son, Nathanael Udell, and daughter,
Ashlen Udell, will perform on a pro-
gram presented by the Musical Club
of Westfield on Wednesday, February
13, at 1 p.m. in the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street.

The trio will perform “Alphorn” by
Richard Strauss, with Ms. Clark sing-
ing mezzo-soprano, Mr. Udell play-
ing French horn and Ms. Udell play-
ing the piano.

For “Trois Chants de Noel,” by
Frank Martin, Ms. Clark will be ac-
companied by Ms. Udell on flute and
Mr. Udell on piano. Ms. Udell is
currently pursuing a music degree at
Montclair State University, and Mr.
Udell, a high-school senior, is wait-
ing for acceptances from music
schools for next year.

Clarinetist George Toenes, accom-
panied by pianist Beverly Thomson-
Shea, will perform “Adagio in D-flat
Major” by Heinrich Baermann and
“Concertino, Opus 26” by Carl Maria
von Weber.

Mr. Toenes is a perennial favorite
of Musical Club audiences and is the
principal clarinetist with the Westfield
Community Band.

The Mz Quartette, which gave its
premiere Musical Club performance
last season, returns to perform Antonín
Dvoøák’s String Quartet No. 13 in F,
Opus 96-B, nicknamed the “Ameri-
can” quartet.

Violinists Debra Biderman and
Lubove Schnable, violist Betsy Vaden
and cellist Peggy Tristram will join

forces to perform the quartet, which
was written during the same time as
the composer’s New World Symphony
and features melodic references to an
African-American spiritual, the song
of an American bird and sounds remi-
niscent of a railway journey.

Baritone Glen Crane, whose selec-
tions will be announced later, is also
on the program.

The program is free and open to the
public. A reception featuring light
refreshments will follow the perfor-
mance. All are welcome to stay and
meet the performers.

To learn more, call (908) 232-2173.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 popcorn

Rambo, the fourth adventure star-
ring the Vietnam vet who never stops
killing, is a must for those compelled
to get with the latest carnage. This is
really horrible stuff. The flimsy plot
is but a pretense for the panoply of
wall-to-wall butchery, the likes of
which you’ve seen only in the most
loathsome slice-and-dice flicks.

Even the red-blooded little boys of
yesteryear, brought up on the budda-
budda-zip of WWII movies, will soon
question the sanity of partaking in
such sordid machinations. Few tap
the visceral and retributive better than
Sylvester Stallone. He sets you up
with a villain and then delivers bloody
revenge by the bucketful.

Disingenuously perpetrating anni-
hilation in the name of a social cause
makes it all the creepier. Here it’s
Burma’s civil war. Pardons all around
if Mr. Stallone’s true ambition is to
open a window on the holocausts
being perpetrated throughout the
world. While noble even as an unin-
tentional byproduct, it’s certainly not
the chief impetus.

Nope…this is about killing. Kill-
ing in all its variations, utilizing ev-
ery law of physics, chemistry and
debauchment to ensure that those who
feed at this ignoble trough needn’t
suffer through any two like extermi-
nations. Via prodigious special ef-
fects rarely utilized in more debased
service, it’s a cacophonous symphony
of man in his worst hour.

Doubtless again causing panic in
the world red-dye market, Stallone’s
f/x minions spill without compunc-
tion. And hey, there’s a new favorite.
Explosions, as in the case of
landmines, no longer solely result in
a flotsam of jettisoned earth, arms
and legs but in geysers of emitted
blood. One minute, 10 soldiers in a
truck, the next, a crimson cascade.

Apologists eager to offer that it’s
only fiction, just really good action, a
cartoon, if you will, should note that
this is a far cry from Elmer Fudd
singeing Bugs Bunny’s whiskers. On
the other hand, to say it approximates
the real thing would not only be in-
sulting to those who have experi-
enced combat, but also the flagrantly
naïve.

There is no approximation. There
is war, and there is not war. Real as
the distinguished Saving Private Ryan
(1998) seems, especially the opening
scenes, no battle recreation could
simulate the sheer, indefinable mad-
ness of men in the pursuit of killing
each other. Rambo’s greatest disser-
vice is its conceit to imply otherwise.

It makes cataclysm seem manage-
able, possible and survivable.
Granted, the pitiable truth at this point
of our evolution is that there are nec-

Rambo: When Overkill
Just Isn’t Enough

essary wars. However, a good war
movie (i.e., All Quiet on the Western
Front, 1930) is one that dissuades
rather than celebrates combat. Mr.
Stallone’s blot on the cinema land-
scape is the latter.

Of course there are those who be-
lieve that war is eternally inevitable,
that it is an inherent characteristic of
the species, and, if nothing else, serves
to thin the herd. These are probably
the same people who pass you on the
right on the highway, run red lights
and don’t vote because, well, what
can one vote do? They don’t have
much hope for us.

Which brings us to just how John
Rambo feels, circa 2008. That is, aside
from the traffic transgressions. Be-
sides, he pilots a boat, a ramshackle
takeoff on the African Queen, up and
down the rivers of Thailand in search
of snakes he can sell. The solitary
occupation serves his self-imposed
exile. He has long given up on man-
kind.

Releasing fewer words than even
the late great Steve McQueen uttered
in any of his films, when approached
by peacenik-evangelist-aid workers
from Colorado to lead a mission of
mercy into war-torn Burma, he de-
clines whilst offering his philosophy
of life: “Nothing ever changes!”

Still, the old formula says he has to
be convinced to lead the do-gooders
anyway, or there’s no movie. Thus,
Sarah Miller (Julie Benz), the only
gal in the group, appoints herself the
Androcles to his angry, law-of-the-
jungle-espousing lion. But Rambo’s
only doing it for her, understand? It
doesn’t change anything. Remember
that. ‘Man bad!’

But before there can be full pay-
ment on the movie’s promise of a
killing frenzy, there must be perfunc-
tory complications. Predictably, the
lily-livered humanitarians are cap-
tured. Thus, it follows that a pastor
calls on Rambo to ferry mercenaries
to the godforsaken site where they
might be saved. OK, now the massa-
cre can begin in earnest.

Methinks the killing machine doth
protest too little this time. For not
only does Rudolph, the guerilla, guide
the motley soldiers of fortune after
again refusing, he winds up com-
manding them, encouraging them:
“You didn’t kill for your
country…you killed for yourself,” and
“Live for nothing, or die for some-
thing.”

Thus spake the title character of
Rambo. Indeed, words to live by…if
you’re living in prehistoric times.

* * *
Rambo, rated R, is a Lionsgate re-

lease directed by Sylvester Stallone
and stars Sylvester Stallone, Julie
Benz and Paul Schulze. Running time:
93 minutes.

Coffee With Conscience
Presents Red Molly

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series contin-
ues its eighth season by presenting
the dynamic female trio, Red Molly.
The concert will take place at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, located at 1 East Broad
Street (corner of North Avenue) in
Westfield, on Saturday, February
16.

Red Molly, the New York City-
based Americana/roots trio, has
opened shows for artists such as Az-
tec Two-Step, Catie Curtis, Jonathan
Edwards, Jeffrey Gaines, John
Hammond, Johnsmith, Michael
Smith, Bill Staines, and David Wilcox.

Sixteen-year-old singer/
songwriter, Anthony Da Costa –

touted as the new Bob Dylan – will
open the show. He started performing
at the age of eight, and this past sum-
mer, was the youngest winner of the
Kerrville “New Folk” Competition.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $16. Advance purchase of tick-
ets is highly recommended by going
to redmolly.eventbrite.com.

All net proceeds from the concert
will be donated to the Eric Johnson
House in Morristown.

For more information, visit
coffeewithconscience.org, call (908)
412-9105, or send an e-mail to
concerts4causes@aol.com. For more
information about Red Molly, visit
redmolly.com.

McGraw Center Hosts
Watercolor Exhibit

AREA – A watercolor-art exhibit
by Jay Torson, “Incan Peru,” will take
place between now and February 29,
with an artists’ reception scheduled
for tomorrow, February 8, between 3
and 4 p.m. at The McGraw Gallery at
Newark Academy, located at the
Elizabeth B. McGraw Arts Center, 91
South Orange Avenue in Livingston.

Attendees may view the exhibit
Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m., or by appointment.

Painter and Newark Academy art
teacher Mr. Torson said, “As a
painter, I explored the relationship
between the Incan architecture and
the environment. I also explored how
the Spanish influence was integrated
into, or on top of, the native building
style.”

Mr. Torson, a resident of Caldwell,
paints when not teaching art at New-
ark Academy, where he has worked
for the past eight years. His work has
been exhibited throughout New Jer-
sey in both group and solo exhibi-
tions.

Mr. Torson earned a master’s de-
gree in painting from SUNY New
Paltz and an undergraduate degree
from Principia College.

KINGS OF THE STONE PONY...Scission – a Scotch Plains band that features
Brian Gerrity on drums, Dan Gilman on guitar and Mark Renfree on bass and
vocals – rocked The Stone Pony on January 20 from the same stage frequented by
greats like Bruce Springsteen and B.B. King. Scission writes and performs only
their own songs.

BANK ON IT…Lawrence Cappiello, executive director of the Arts Guild of Rahway,
receives a check from RSI representative Virginia Frye. See release at right.

RSI Makes Contribution
To Arts Guild of Rahway

RAHWAY – The Board of Trustees
of the Arts Guild of Rahway an-
nounced the receipt of a $5,000 con-
tribution from RSI Bank of Rahway
for 2008 expenses.

Its board of directors and Chair-
man Thomas Grahill approved the
RSI contribution. Virginia Frye then
presented the check to Executive Di-
rector of the Arts Guild Lawrence
Cappiello on January 7.

RSI Bank (formerly the Rahway
Savings Institution) is Rahway’s old-
est bank and has provided financial
services in the town since 1851.

Over the years it has supported
organization’s projects that it believes
add value to the city and benefit the
residents of the community.

The Arts Guild of Rahway is a non-
profit multidisciplinary center for the
arts located at 1670 Irving Street.

Since 1999, the guild has provided
a range of arts programs, including
visual-arts exhibits, a jazz series and
a classical-music concert series, as
well as art classes and workshops for
adults and children at all levels of
experience.

NJWA to Host Artistic
Schwab Family This Sunday
WESTFIELD – The New Jersey

Workshop for the Arts (NJWA), start-
ing Sunday, February 10, will host
three area artists. The artists, all from
the same family,
will participate in
an exhibition of
painting, drawing
and photography
in the Westfield
Art Gallery.

Mary Sue
V e e r k a m p
Schwab’s paint-
ings and watercol-
ors depict diverse
subjects – from
cool forest lakes of
the American northeast to picturesque
Venetian canals.

To Ms. Schwab, travel is often a
reason to record new images. “When-
ever I travel, I pack
my paintbrush and
pencil box.
Whether I am on a
daytrip or spend-
ing a week in Eu-
rope, I always find
time to paint.” Ad-
ditional pictures
include charming
family pets and the
home portraits of-
ten seen on display
at J. Winthrop.

Bill Schwab’s paintings and draw-
ings reflect both his fine-art training
and his career as a creative director in
numerous leading New York ad agen-
cies.

“Whether I’m
working with a
professional pho-
tographer, illustra-
tor, cinematogra-
pher or creating my
own imagery with
a brush or pencil, I
enjoy moving
shapes around a
two-dimensional
space,” he said.

Matthew Schwab demonstrates a
keen eye for light, color and compo-
sition in his photographs. Matthew,
however, believes there is more to a
great photograph.

“If the viewer has the sense that

there is more to a photograph than
what they see at first glance, then
you’ve created something worth look-
ing at again and again. That’s the

photograph worth
keeping,” he said.

Whether it is
water rushing
through an alpine
forest, a Canadian
fisherman’s nets
drying in the sun,
rock formations in
the Sonoran desert,
the pictures show
natural beauty,
with a sense that
there is a story be-

hind each one.
Working as a photographer for

Westfield High School’s Hi’s Eye
newspaper started Matthew on his

career path. Now
as a professional
photographer, his
assignments for
clients as varied as
the NBA, PBS,
Hasbro, Lego and
State Street Glo-
bal Advisors take
him to locations
around the world.

“Until now, our
connection with

NJWA has been purely musical,” Ms.
Schwab said.

“But shows like these demonstrate
that the NJWA and the Westfield Art
Gallery are really multi-dimensional

resources for the
arts. They’re a real
asset to the qual-
ity of life in
Westfield,” she
added.

Opening hours
for the exhibition
will last from 2
until 4 p.m. on
Sunday, February
10. The exhibition
is on display until

March 20.
The Westfield Art Gallery, a divi-

sion of the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts, is located at 150-152 East
Broad Street in Westfield. For more
information, call (908) 789-9696.

“Westfield home” – painting by
Mary Sue Veerkamp Schwab

“Santa Maria in the afternoon” –
watercolor by Bill Schwab

“Tipsy House”– photograph by
Matthew Schwab

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Self-Help Author to Sign
At The Town Book Store

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield is hosting a sign-
ing for Westfield resident Dina West,
author of “Bloom and Grow with
Your Learning Disabilities,” from 2
to 4 p.m. on February 9.

This book is designed for high-
school and college students, parents,
professors, teachers and anyone in-
terested in reading about the gift of
people with learning disabilities.

It will help one to understand learn-
ing disabilities through a person who
lives with one and studies them.

It will help high-school and col-
lege students understand the best
ways to help themselves gain suc-
cess and motivation during the most
important years of their lives.

In addition, this book will help
people with learning disabilities to
have higher self-esteem, develop a
better understanding of their differ-

ences and learn how to live success-
fully.

Ms. West also is the author of
“The Study Abroad Survival Guide.”
This book explains to the student
traveler everything from choosing a
program to what one can do with the
new experience upon returning
home.

It also includes tips on safety, what
to bring and how to handle culture
shock. “The Study Abroad Survival
Guide” gives readers all the tools
without the stress. This guide will
help prepare travelers for the experi-
ence of a lifetime.

Attendees can meet Ms. West at
The Town Book Store, located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (cor-
ner of East Broad and Elmer Streets).
If unable to attend this event, call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535
and reserve an autographed copy.

22nd International Juried
Show Opens at VACNJ

SUMMIT – The 22nd International
Juried Show, one of the artistic high-
lights of the exhibition year at the
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey
(VACNJ), returns tomorrow, Febru-
ary 8, and runs through March 21 at
the arts center, located at 68 Elm Street
in Summit.

An opening reception is planned
for Friday, February 8, from 6 to 8
p.m., with the awards presented at
7:15 p.m. A special dance perfor-
mance by tango dancers Carolina
Zokalski and Diego Di Falco will
highlight the opening, which will also
feature food and drinks. The public is
invited to attend.

This highly acclaimed annual
juried exhibition draws many en-
trants from around the world, whose
work reflects every art medium. This
year, the arts center received 2,300
entries, representing the mediums of
painting, drawing, textiles, pastels,
prints, ceramics, sculpture, mixed
media, watercolor and photography;
141 works were accepted into the
show.

In addition to the submissions that
came from every area of the country,
entries were received from Germany,
Poland, Mexico, Romania, Canada,
Australia, Ireland, Armenia, China,
Israel, The Netherlands, Turkey,
France, Japan, England and India.

Each year, a distinguished member
of the arts community is chosen as
juror; the art center welcomed Carter
Foster, curator of drawings at New
York’s Whitney Museum of Ameri-
can Art, as this year’s juror.

A native of Atlanta, Mr. Foster, in
2004, was named curator and co-
chair of the Department of Print and
Drawings at the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art. From there, he moved
to the Whitney Museum.

Prizes are awarded in multiple cat-
egories. This year’s Best in Show
winner – Paul Kaiser from Connecti-
cut – will receive a $1,000 cash prize,
round-trip travel to Summit along
with a one-night hotel stay and travel
to New York City to have lunch with
Mr. Foster.

The three Merit Award winners,
who will each receive a $200 cash
prize, are Susan Martin Maffei from
New York, Nathan Porterfield from

Texas and Yen-Hua Lee from New
York. The $100 Painting Award goes
to John Salminen from Minnesota,
and the Jurgen Thieck Memorial
Award for Photography is awarded to
Jennifer Williams from New York.

The 12 Honorable Mention awards
will be distributed to artists from New
York to The Netherlands.

Gallery hours at the VACNJ are
Monday through Thursday from 9:30
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday from 9:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., and weekends from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. There is ample parking
at the arts center site.

For additional information, con-
tact Laura Notaro, communications
coordinator, at (908) 273-9121, ex-
tension 17, or visit artcenternj.org.

NJSO Presents
‘Bravo Broadway’

NEWARK — The Great White Way
will extend across the Hudson for just
one night, as the New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra (NJSO) presents
“Bravo Broadway,” a romantic
evening of song.

Notable Broadway singers Susan
Egan, Melissa Errico and Gary Mauer
headline a program that ranges from
time-honored classics like West Side
Story, My Fair Lady, Chicago and
Funny Girl to newer hits such as
Wicked, Les Misérables, Mamma Mia!
and Beauty and the Beast.

Jason Howland, who has served as
music director for Jekyll and Hyde
and Les Misérables, will conduct.
The concert – which will be held on
Saturday, February 16, at 8 p.m. at
NJPAC in Newark – is part of the
NJSO’s Pops Series.

“Symphony Sweetheart Pack-
ages” are available, offering
Valentine’s perks such as prime
seats, flowers, chocolate truffles and
the chance to win an elegant pre-
concert dinner for two at Seabra’s
Rodizio in Newark with limousine
transportation for the evening.
Ticket prices begin at $20 and are
available by phone at (800)-ALLE-
GRO (255-3476) or online at
njsymphony.org.

For more information about the
NJSO, visit njsymphony.org or e-mail
information@njsymphony.org.
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ing “The Nature of Honor” in novel
form (to be released the same time as
the soundtrack and the screenplay),
is finding his first production to be a
learning experience.

Trying to find ways to come under
budget and plan for nine months of
post-production has this tough guy
barely able to find time in his sched-
ule to catch a few plays of the Super
Bowl.

“It’s not a cakewalk. That’s for
sure,” he said.

For now, even the most basic ne-

cessities, like eating and sleeping, are
only satisfied if time permits. Such is
life for two “ordinary people doing
extraordinary things,” Mr. Bishop
said.

Speaking with the gravitas of some-
one with a deep emotional and per-
sonal investment in the project, Mr.
Bishop said, “I now have the honor”
to take part in “everything I ever
wanted to see on screen.”

For more information, see
myspace.com/brunomartino67 and
myspace.com/jerrybiz.

58 Elm Street • Westfield
www.juxtaposegallery.com

For Appointment:

908-232-3278

Serving The Community for 32 Years

Please Join us for

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Saturday, February 16, 2008
10 am to 5 pm

Master Silhouettest
Ms. Ruth Grabner

will be at
Juxtapose Gallery

to create a
silhouette of your child

Smith & Hawken
Presents Flower Seminar

WESTFIELD – Smith & Hawken
of Westfield will present “The Ro-
mance of Flowers” this Saturday,
February 9, at 11 a.m. The home
and gardening store’s horticulture
specialist will give a seminar and
demonstration highlighting roman-
tic flowers and how best to present
them.

Since Victorian times, flowers have
had a “language” all their own. With
Valentine’s Day upcoming, flowers
conjure up feelings of love and ro-
mance.

Those attending will learn how-
to’s and receive a shopping offer.
Those interested can call (908) 233-
2250 to respond. Smith & Hawken is
located at 125 Elm Street.
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County Residents ‘Have the Honor’
2 ‘Ordinary Guys’ Remain Poised to Fill the Void Left by ‘The Sopranos’

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY – Despite being
relative neophytes in the film industry,
Linden residents Jerry Bishop and
Bruno Martino believe in their movie
and are ready to take it to the next
level.

Speaking to The Westfield Leader
and The Times on his 47th birthday,
Mr. Bishop said The Nature of Honor
would draw from the men’s shared life
experiences and 30-year friendship.

Not bashful about the project’s po-
tential, the bald and bespectacled Mr.
Bishop estimated that the movie “will
fill the huge void left when ‘The So-
pranos’ ended.”

The feature film’s script, which has
circulated to some in the industry, has

left other producers and actors
“floored,” according to Mr. Martino.

“They’re calling us,” he emphasized.
While neither man shed much light

on plot details, Mr. Bishop kidded that
it wouldn’t exactly be romantic-com-
edy material.

Mr. Martino envisioned the film to
be “an amalgamation of ‘Sopranos,’
‘The Wire,’ Scarface and Serpico

(American crime film of the 1970s).”
“It’s an amalgamation with its own

twist,” he added. “It could involve
some pretty big people, and there’s
talk of a series.”

While “The Sopranos” focused
mostly on those of Italian descent,
Honor will “comprise a wider (spec-
trum) of ethnic groups and focus on a
bigger picture,” Mr. Bishop noted. “It
will speak of interactions, accomplish-
ments and failures.”

Mr. Martino, who concocted the
movie’s concept, said there would be
different factions, including Russian,
Irish, Spanish and African-American.

“It all intertwines and comes down
to honor,” he said.

In terms of the movie reaching the
finish line, “it comes down to financ-
ing,” Mr. Bishop said.

The two hope to start filming within

a year-and-a-half. Right now, the duo
is attempting to increase financing,
scout locations, add to the cast and
finish rewrites.

Mr. Bishop acknowledged, “We
have to get investors on board.”

He knows that there are no guaran-
tees, but because of the “can’t-miss”
script and buzz generated thus far, he
remained certain that “investors will
find ways to my door.”

While there will be scenes shot
across the five boroughs, the film-
makers want to stress the surrounding
area and the Garden State “as much as
we can.”

Preliminary filming has taken place
at “common areas” in Linden, such as
the downtown, airport, playgrounds
and cemetery.

In addition, the group has shot some
“rough cuts” at three Rahway eateries
– Luciano’s Italian Restaurant, 1579
Main Street; Flynn’s Irish Pub and
Steak House, 1482 Main Street; and
Cubanu, 1467 Main Street.

Mr. Bishop, in his capacity as vice
president of the Linden Cultural Com-
mittee, said he works to “bring festi-
vals, quality events and entertainment
to the residents and guests” of Linden,
“while exposing people to our mer-
chants.”

When asked if a town like Westfield
or Scotch Plains could factor into the
movie, Mr. Bishop said, “We haven’t
discounted Ferraro’s…We haven’t dis-
counted anything…Westfield could

certainly fit in for scenes.” He will
scout Westfield within the next 60
days.

Before tackling a feature film, Mr.
Bishop got his start – working both
behind and in front of the camera – at
Linden’s local cable-access channel,
TV-36.

“Since its (TV-36’s) inception, I was
the guy. I was writing scripts, turning
cameras on myself. I got my first taste
for interviewing…then it took on a life
of its own.”

Mr. Martino approached him, and,
bada bing, Mr. Bishop jumped on
board. Now, Mr. Bishop will not only
direct Honor, but he will star in the
film as “Jerry Biz.”

“I wouldn’t be doing it without
Bruno,” he added.

Fifty-fifty partners, the two split the
writing and acting duties down the

middle. While the project is a collabo-
rative effort, there are areas where
each man uses his talents and savvy to
bring something extra to the project.

Mr. Bishop uses his political and
business expertise to scout locations
and bring them on board, while also
cutting some of the obligatory red tape
that would otherwise arise during film-
ing in Linden. Mr. Martino, who de-
veloped the concept of The Nature of
Honor, has worked with some “heavy
hitters” in the industry and will seek to
bring them on board for the movie.

The broad-shouldered, powerfully
built Mr. Martino, who worked with
Vincent Pastore (“The Sopranos, “The
Apprentice”), J.D. Williams (“The
Wire,” “Oz”) and Sal Rendino (“E.R.,”
“Frasier,”) on Code Blue, a movie cur-
rently in post-production, confirmed
that Rendino would be a part of Honor.

Both partners did not want to com-
mit any further on potential personali-
ties.

Mr. Martino said Honor would be
comprised of “85 percent reporting
and 15 percent drama.”

“It’s the regurgitation of real events,”
in addition to stories that
“supposedly…allegedly happened.”

Of course, “names and locations
have been changed to protect the inno-
cent,” he joked, “but it will show the
reality we experienced.”

“Some people are still living, and

we have storylines to last a lifetime.”
Speaking about the organic nature

of the project, he said, “Nobody writes
a better script than God.”

While he said there would be “co-
medic overtones,” he estimated that
75 percent of the piece would be seri-
ous. No matter what, he expects it to be
entertaining.

“I’m putting all the marbles on it,
and I back it 300 percent,” Mr. Martino
said.

In addition to producing, writing
and starring in the movie, Mr. Martino
will contribute to the soundtrack, han-
dling most of the scoring himself. He
works constantly to find the right mix-
ture of guitars, keys and basses to
provide the necessary accent for each
particular scene.

He also indicated that the soundtrack
would provide a venue for upcoming
artists to show off their talents.

Leader/Times freelance photogra-
pher David Samsky, who impressed
the duo with his “unique photographic
perspective,” has volunteered himself
and already appeared on location to
shoot.

Watching Mr. Samsky go to such
lengths as lying on the ground or as-
cending structures to get a desired
shot, Mr. Martino said, “That’s the
type of guy we want. He’s willing to
get dirty…I saw the pictures and
thought, ‘God’s putting him in front of
us.’”

After revealing that Mr. Samsky, a
fellow Linden native, will serve as the
director of photography, Mr. Bishop
stressed that in addition to offering
exposure to area businesses, he wanted
to “help as many local entities and
people that we can.”

For Mr. Martino, who is also writ-

ENSEMBLE PERFORMANCE…Last month, on two occasions, students, faculty,
ensembles and soloists performed in the Calderone School of Music’s annual
Winter Concerts in the Charles Librizzi Recital Hall in East Hanover. Above are
Calderone School of Music’s intermediate guitar and bass ensemble. Pictured,
from left to right, are Conductor Cheryl Cronk, Luke Rinaldi, Vidisha Naini,
Cory Ng and Casey Jane Hasenbein.

Symposium to Show Best
From Sundance, Cannes

MOUNTAINSIDE – Starting Feb-
ruary 25, the Filmmakers Sympo-
sium Spring 2008 Series will run for
12 weeks at two New Jersey theatres
– AMC Loews Mountainside and
AMC Loews Monmouth Mall – show-
casing a host of movies, including the
best of Sundance and Cannes.

This series has hosted 1,230 movie
premieres, with 809 live guest ap-
pearances over the past 17 years.

“The program will always be flex-
ible in order to take advantage of
opportunities as they arise,” Sympo-
sium Director Chuck Rose said.

“Last fall, well in advance of pub-
lic release, we previewed Academy
Award nominees Juno, The Diving
Bell and the Butterfly and Elizabeth:
the Golden Age and many indepen-
dent hits, highlighted by fascinating
discussions with Mary Stuart
Masterson and Joe Pantoliano.”

“We also work to ferret out poten-
tial hits in the development and pro-
duction stages so we are ready to
pounce on the best films first,” Mr.
Rose added.

 Confirmed films and those under
consideration for the upcoming ses-
sion include: Alexandra, with Galina
Vishnevskaya, directed by Aleksandr
Sokurov; Burn After Reading, with
Frances McDormand and Brad Pitt,
directed by the Coen Brothers; Elegy,
with Penelope Cruz and Ben Kingsley,
directed by Isobel Coixet; The Flight
of the Red Balloon, with Juliet
Binoche and Simon Iteanu, directed
by Hsiao-Hsien Hou; Flawless, with
Michael Caine and Demi Moore, di-
rected by Michael Radford; Jellyfish,
with Sarah Adler, directed by Etgar
Kerret and Shira Geffen; Last Chance
Harvey, with Dustin Hoffman and
Emma Thompson, directed by Joel
Hopkins; LBS, with Carmine
Famiglietti and Michael Aronov, di-
rected by Matthew Bonifacio;
Leatherheads, with George Clooney
and Renee Zellweger, directed by
Clooney; The Life Before Her Eyes,
with Uma Thurman and Evan Rachel
Wood, directed by Vadim Perelman;
and Then She Found Me, with Helen
Hunt and Colin Firth, directed by
Hunt.

For information or to register, call
(800)-531-9416 or visit
PrivateScreenings.org.

The series is open to anyone, but
seating is limited.

Subscriptions cost $166 for six
weeks or $299 for 12 weeks. Dis-
counts are available for registrations
made by February 11.

HUNT AND PECK…Then She Found Me, starring Helen Hunt and Colin Firth,
pictured above, and 20 more not-yet-released movies will premiere at the Film-
makers Symposium Spring 2008 Series beginning in February at AMC Loews
Mountainside and AMC Loews Monmouth Mall. For more information, call
(800)-531-9416 or visit PrivateScreenings.org.

SPFHS Theatre: Performing
Urinetown a ‘Privilege’

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Repertory Theatre Winner
has chosen Urinetown, The Musical!,
a satirical comedy and parody of
Broadway musicals, for its annual
spring production.

Urinetown, winner of three 2002
Tony Awards, depicts a world where
water depletion has made the privi-
lege to urinate an expensive proposi-
tion, one controlled by the same cor-
porate moguls who also run the gov-
ernment.

Urinetown pokes fun at local gov-
ernment, bureaucracy, corporate mis-
management and has been called “a
musical for our times” by The Chi-
cago Tribune.

Set in a town plagued by a 20-year
drought, water has become so scarce
that private toilets are unthinkable. At
the mercy of a single, dominating
corporation who maintains a mo-
nopoly on the town’s public “ameni-
ties,” the destitute citizens must pay
towering taxes and fines to carry out
their most private and basic of needs.

Drawing from West Side Story, Chi-
cago, and Les Misérables, among oth-
ers, the show irreverently pays witty
homage to the great American musical
theatre tradition. Funny and honest,
Urinetown provides a fresh perspective
of one of America’s greatest art forms.

“I’m excited about this incredibly
talented group of kids taking on an
edgy, sometimes misunderstood,
show,” John Brzozowski, musical di-
rector said.

“Don’t let the title throw you, this
is a family-friendly production that’s
relevant, fun and energetic.”

SPFHS has a long history of great
performances. Last year, SPFHS Rep-
ertory Theatre was honored with 14
Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star
nominations and came home with
two awards.

This year Ed Guinan will serve as
director. Mr. Guinan is the recipient
of the 2006 Governors Award as the
Outstanding N.J. Teacher of Speech
and Theatre.

Performances will be held on Fri-
day, March 7, Saturday, March 8,
Thursday, March 13, Friday, March
14, and Saturday, March 15, all at 8
p.m. There will also be a matinee
performance on Sunday, March 9 at 3
p.m.

Tickets can be purchased by phone
at (908) 322-6533 or by e-mailing
reptix@comcast.net.

Ticket pickup and sales will be
conducted in the lobby of SPFHS on
Monday and Wednesday evenings
from 7 to 8 p.m.

There will be no pickup on Mon-
day, February 18 (school closed).

Sit down at Luciano’s in the Tuscan dining room
Jerry Bishop (left) and Bruno Martino.

All Photography by
David Samsky

For The Westfield Leader
and The Times
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