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Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KICKING UP THEIR HEELS FOR WASHINGTON SCHOOL...A group of Washington School mothers performs a scene
from the school’s annual revue during a January dress rehearsal. The event marked the 60th anniversary of the school’s
major fundraiser.

Photos by David Samsky
On a mid-March evening, the Union
County Performing Arts Center
showed off the reopened and renovated
facility. Pictured at top left are: Sandy
Erwin, the theatre’s executive direc-
tor; Michael Merlis, one of the owners
of Luciano’s Restauarant in Rahway,
and Kerry O’Connor, owner of Beana’s
Mexican Restaurant in Rahway. At
top right, the SP-F Jazz Band, directed
by Durand Thomas, entertains.

A&E Year in Review

Part 1 of 2 January – May

Westfield artist Shawn McCabe’s
“bazooka! pop!”

David Samsky for The Leader/ Times

BELIEVING IN MIRACLES...The Westfield Symphony Orchestra and Temple
Emanu-El presented a rousing evening of music to celebrate “Israel at 60.”

The Work of Westfield
Artist Barbara Uhr

January

Sounds of Symphony
Ring in the New Year
WESTFIELD – Westfield Symphony

Orchestra’s (WSO) New Year’s Eve pre-
sentation offered a multitude of tunes
that have been deemed Broadway clas-
sics.

Under the inspired and animated ba-
ton of Conductor and Music Director
David Wroe, the WSO assembled a com-
fortable program entitled, “Hats Off to
Old Broadway.”

Maestro Wroe proffered what he called
a “sampling menu of sounds from the
Golden Age of Musical Theater.”

He explained that the unifying trait of
the selections was the “marriage of mu-
sic and words.”

~Susan Myrill Dougherty

Linklater to Direct WF
Author’s Work

WESTFIELD – The New Year began
with news that director Richard Linklater
(A Scanner Darkly, Dazed and Confused)
will direct a film adapted from Westfield
resident author Robert Kaplow’s work.

In 2007, Mr. Kaplow celebrated his
seventh novel – a satirical account of
writers, critics and publishers – titled
“Who’s Killing the Great Writers of
America?”

In addition, Mr. Kaplow heard the
good news that an earlier novel – a book
for young adults titled “Me and Orson
Welles” – was optioned for film.

The author, who came to live in
Westfield when he was 2, now lives in
Metuchen.

His writings don’t journey far from his
hometown, as Westfield has a place in all
of his books, except “Who’s Killing the
Great Writers of America?”

“Westfield is, for me, an emotional
focal point,” he said.

“Me and Orson Welles” surrounds the
adolescent angst of 17-year-old Richard
Samuels played against the backdrop of
Broadway’s Mercury Theatre and Orson
Welles’ 1937 debut production of Julius
Caesar.

Update: Filming has completed, and
the movie is set for release in 2009.

~Marylou Morano

Alumni Return For
Grant School’s 60th

WESTFIELD — On opening night of
Ghost Writer, this year’s Washington
(formerly Grant) School show, alumni
could be spotted not only in the audience
but on stage for a special “alumni num-
ber” directed by alumnus Bruce Vasel.

Tony Cook wrote the number into the
script as a way to celebrate the show’s
60th anniversary.

The audience reacted enthusiastically
to Ghost Writer, obviously enjoying its

Photo Credit: Phil Martin
“IT’S YOUR WEDDING DAY”...The Wedding Singer, featuring the Tony-
nominated score created by former Westfield student Matthew Sklar came to the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center in early February. Merritt David Janes
(Robbie Hart), center, and the cast of the The Wedding Singer are featured above.

humorous takes on popular television
shows like “Fame,” “Dancing with the
Stars” and “American Idol.”

Grant School, where the Westfield
Memorial Library now stands, was also
woven into the anniversary storyline.

~Christie Storms

February

The Wedding Singer
Plays NJPAC in Feb.

Former WF Student
Composes Score

WESTFIELD — Two decades ago,
Matthew Sklar was an Edison Intermedi-
ate School (EIS) student composing one

of his first songs for a year-end program.
Now, he’s the Tony-nominated composer
of the Broadway musical The Wedding
Singer, which had a weeklong run at the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC) in Newark in February.

When Mr. Sklar, 35, was introduced to
another up-and-coming young composer,
Chad Beguelin, the two “just hit it off and
started writing immediately.”

The pair continue to write together
today and most notably composed the
Tony-nominated score for The Wedding
Singer, originally a popular movie star-
ring Adam Sandler and Drew Barrymore.

“In the movie, most of the music is in
the background as a way to evoke an era,”
Mr. Sklar explained. “In the musical, it’s
used more to tell the story.”

~Christie Storms

County Residents
‘Have the Honor’

UNION COUNTY – Despite being
relative neophytes in the film industry,
Linden residents Jerry Bishop and Bruno
Martino believe in their movie and are
ready to take it to the next level.

Speaking to The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on his
47th birthday, Mr. Bishop said The Na-
ture of Honor would draw from the men’s
shared-life experiences and 30-year
friendship.

Not bashful about the project’s poten-
tial, the bald and bespectacled Mr. Bishop
estimated that the movie “will fill the
huge void left when ‘The Sopranos’
ended.”

The feature film’s script, which has
circulated to some in the industry, has left
other producers and actors “floored,” ac-
cording to Mr. Martino.

“They’re calling us,” he emphasized.
While neither man shed much light on

plot details, Mr. Bishop kidded that it
wouldn’t exactly be romantic-comedy ma-
terial.

Mr. Martino envisioned the film to be
“an amalgamation of ‘Sopranos,’ ‘The
Wire,’ Scarface and Serpico (American
crime film of the 1970s).”

“It’s an amalgamation with its own
twist,” he added. “It could involve some
pretty big people, and there’s talk of a
series.”

~Michael J. Pollack

Passion Scorches WSO
Audience at Concert
WESTFIELD — With a sweet start

and a passionate finish, the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra accomplished what
it set out to do during its February 9
concert at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield – to entrance its audience with
melodies and movements of love.

“¡CON AMOR DESDE ESPAÑA! –
A Valentine’s Day Celebration” began
with Rimski-Korskov’s “Capriccio
Espanol,” a truly tender piece that spot-
lighted vibrant Spanish themes in five
festive movements. With each movement,
the orchestra reflected energetic and rous-
ing dances that seemed to put the audi-
ence in the mood for love.

Guitarist Mattias Jacobsson’s interpre-
tation of “Allegro con spirito,” “Adagio”
and “Allegro gentile” brought tears to
many eyes.

~Michelle H. LePoidevin

NJSO Celebrates 85th
Year, Valentine’s Day
NEWARK – Many women in the audi-

ence at New Jersey Symphony Orchestra’s
(NJSO) Bravo Broadway, on February
16, carried single roses or wore red in
honor of Valentine’s Day.

With a roll of powerful tympani, the
strains of “Some People” from the popu-
lar musical Gypsy signaled that every-
thing would be “Coming up Roses.”

Prudential Hall at New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center (NJPAC) provided
the glorious setting of the electric night,
which celebrated the 85th season of the
NJSO and the debut of conductor Jason
Howland.

A composer, musical supervisor and
producer, Mr. Howland has conducted on
Broadway for 12 years.

Making his NJSO debut, Mr. Howland
interspersed bits of his personal history
and colorful anecdotes, so that the audi-
ence might better know him.

He spoke of losing his first church job,
when he was a teenager, after playing a
rendition of a Guns ’N Roses piece during
communion. With that confession, he re-
moved his jacket, revealing a sketched
skull on the back of his vest.

~Susan Myrill Dougherty

March

Urinetown Mixes Satire,
Parody for Royal Flush

SCOTCH PLAINS – The contempo-
rary show Urinetown: the Musical, set in
the not-too-distant future, thumbs its nose
at ubiquitous, money-grubbing business-
men, unscrupulous public officials and
spoofs musical comedy conventions in
the process.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s
(SPFHS) Director Ed Guinan and Musi-
cal Director John Brzozowski, who se-
lected this allegorical lulu of a show, have
done it up royally.

Urinetown, as the droll narrator and
character Officer Lockstock (Justin
Berger) says, is a mythological place.

Because of a 20-year drought, people
have to pay to “take care of business,” and
if they are caught trying to relieve them-
selves in the bushes, the police will cart
them off to Urinetown, another name for
six feet under.

Songs, one right after the other —
upbeat and, at times, sardonic — cas-
caded over the audience like Niagara’s
mighty water.

~Susan Myrill Dougherty

Audiences ‘Get a Kick’
Out of Anything Goes
WESTFIELD – It’s easy to throw su-

perlatives around when a 1934 Cole Por-
ter classic like Anything Goes features a
stage full of outstanding teens who handle
themselves equally well in singing, danc-
ing and acting.

The Westfield High School (WHS)
production thrilled the capacity-filled au-
ditorium on a Saturday night in March
and rightly so.

From the first scene, staged as New
York’s Cloud Room Bar, to the show’s
setting — aboard the luxurious ocean-
crossing ship, the S.S. American cruise
liner — it’s all smooth sailing.

The storyline revolves around Wall

Street go-fer Billy Crocker (Peter Surace),
who – while trying to tend to details for
his seafaring boss, Elisha Whitney (Billy
Geltzeiler) – finds himself crossing the
Atlantic, too, when the ship embarks.

Billy realizes that his secret love, Hope
Harcourt, (Sarah Szollar) is aboard the
ship with her mother, Mrs. Evangeline
Harcourt, (Ellen Scariati) and, unfortu-
nately for Billy, her Englishman fiancé,
Sir Evelyn Oakleigh (Greg Nelson).

Billy, an eternal optimist, happily stays
aboard with the intention of breaking up
the nuptials and winning Hope.

For added excitement, a second-rate
gangster dubbed “America’s Public En-
emy Number 13,” Moonface Mullins
(Max Lazar), slips aboard disguised as a
priest and brings along his blonde moll
Bonnie (Mia Parfumi).

Despite this crazy plot, Darlene White’s
smart direction, Andrew Monath’s musi-
cal precision and choreographer Erica
Cenci’s clever dance moves tie the whole
thing together to make the show float.

~Susan Myrill Dougherty

Comedy Fundraiser
Speeds up Progress

MOUNTAINSIDE – Gary Whyte of
Mountainside, since 2001, has hosted
“comic relief” and has raised more than
$200,000 to supercharge research at the
University of Pennsylvania to help
Whitney Weldon, the daughter of Mr.
Whyte’s good friends, former Westfield
residents Bill and Hillary Weldon.

Whitney was diagnosed with F.O.P. in
2001. Fibrodysplasia Ossificans
Progressiva, or F.O.P., for short, is a
disorder that causes muscles and other
connective tissue to turn into bone, fusing
joints, eventually causing immobility.

Mr. Whyte told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“New and much-needed equipment that
the University of Pennsylvania’s F.O.P.
Lab has been able to purchase is due to our
fundraising efforts, which have also greatly
contributed to the overall progress in their
discovery of the gene which causes F.O.P.”

~Linda B. Condrillo

April

Rahway Renaissance
Starts with UCPAC

RAHWAY – The Union County Per-
forming Arts Center (UCPAC) is pegged
as the cornerstone to citywide rejuvena-
tion in Rahway, but could not always be
counted on as a linchpin for such lofty
goals.

Sandy Erwin, the UCPAC’s executive
director, freely admits that fact. It is why
it was rewarding for her to hear the out-
pouring of praise heaped on the facility
during a mid-March get-together with
theatre backers, Rahway business own-
ers, key players in the city’s redevelop-
ment movement and friends of the center.

After an extensive capital-improvement
project, the theatre looks better than ever.

“It’s wonderful being the executive
director now. It’s been a tough 20 months,
trying to keep on people’s minds,” Ms.
Erwin said.

In 2006, the County of Union pur-
chased the historic site, located at 1601
Irving Street, and oversaw the effort to
revive it. A bulk of the work, including
the restoration of the interior’s ornate
plasterwork and the façade, had been
completed decades ago. This time around,

efforts focused on providing the center
with a sufficient backstage area and “opu-
lent” dressing rooms, Ms. Erwin said.

Now, the upgrades, when viewed in
totality, “make programming opportuni-
ties nearly endless,” she said.

“The thing I love about it,” she said,
“…[is] that people go in and are proud to
be a part of it [the theatre]…They are
enjoying seeing the way it looks.”

~Michael J. Pollack

NJ and Tom Perrotta –
Perfect Together, Again

GARWOOD – The Kenilworth Senior
Citizens Center felt more like a large
family reunion on April 2 when Tom
Perrotta walked into the room.

The critically acclaimed, 46-year-old
author and Academy Award nominee,
originally from Garwood, held an inti-
mate discussion and book signing for
some of his biggest fans – friends, family
and former teachers and classmates from
David Brearley High School.

The Kenilworth
Public Library spon-
sored the event
through an arrange-
ment with Barnes
and Noble of Clark.
The bookseller pro-
vided copies of a
half-dozen works by
Mr. Perrotta – many
of which contain fa-
miliar references to
the local area – for
purchase.

In 2006, the nov-
elist, who now lives
near Boston, re-
ceived an Oscar
nomination for Best
Writing and Best
Adapted Screenplay
for Little Children,
the film based on his
New York Times
best-selling novel.

The Westfield
Leader and The
Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, in
a telephone interview following the event,
asked Mr. Perrotta what it was like to be
at the Oscars. He was nominated for an
Academy Award for Little Children.

Mr. Perrotta said, “It’s such a big pro-
duction; the Golden Globes were much
more fun. It was like being at someone’s
wedding, except the guests are Meryl
Streep and Jack Nicholson.”

~Linda B. Condrillo

‘Saturday Mornings’
Just Got Better

WESTFIELD — In April, film fans
were able to take in Saturday Morning, a
movie filmed in Westfield in the fall of
2004.

Three years later – after being forced to
limit the screen time of Lillo Brancato, Jr.
(Bronx Tale), who was charged with sec-
ond-degree murder, during the editing
process – the movie was finally ready for
the film festivals and picked up two awards
for Best Comedy and Best Editing at
IndieFest USA in Anaheim, Calif.

This past April, the film made an ap-
pearance at Asbury Park’s annual Garden
State Film Festival.

Saturday Morning, a comedy in the
vein of Groundhog Day, was filmed along
Elm and Quimby Streets. Mindowaskin
Park also makes appearances, with George
Wendt, Norm to “Cheers” fans, as Harold,
strolling with Joey Piscopo (the son of
actor Joe Piscopo), who plays the central
character, Wes Selman.

Wes’ utopia is filled with a bevy of
beautiful girls – the type that he would
never ask out – vying for his affection.

Harold serves as a guardian to Wes,
helping him make the most out of these
grand mornings and getting the ‘fantasy
world’ to last longer than the flimsy two
hours.

“It’s been a long road for Rob; he’s
really struggled with the editing,” said
Mr. Piscopo, who has formed a friendship
with Mr. Greenberg. “It’s a great little
film. It’s a great story. It’s nice to see Rob
getting his accolades.”

~Christina M. Hinke

May

WSO Captures Jewish
Spirit on Israel’s 60th
WESTFIELD – Music that spanned

from Israel’s inception to its modern
masters enlivened spirits at Temple
Emanu-El for a celebration of “Israel at
60.” The Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) and the temple jointly presented
the program, which referenced the struggle
to not only forge a Jewish identity but to
establish a culture unto itself.

While acknowledging the ever-present
danger Israel faces, Asaf Shariv, the con-
sul general of the State of Israel, said, in
the spirit of the event, “I know we have
problems…but today is a day of celebra-
tion.”

After watching a film excerpt from
Pillar of Fire, highlighting what it was
“to be a free nation in our own land,”
WSO Conductor David Wroe struck up
the orchestra for Bernstein’s Chichester
Psalms.

Robert KaplowRobert KaplowRobert KaplowRobert KaplowRobert Kaplow

Westfield Resident and Author

The Psalms were delivered in fits and
starts, with blasts of percussion and tim-
pani at points, while subtle hiccups of
xylophone and harp were heard in others,
creating a surreal feeling.

The music remained cleverly delicate,
as if at any point it could be overtaken.

All involved beautifully performed the
spastic piece, which changed from rever-
ential to bombastic and from spiritual to
impulsive within seconds of one another.

Bergen County’s Pro Arte Chorale
melded superbly with the orchestra, and
the temple’s cantor, Martha Novick, suc-
ceeded in producing the innocent quality
of a boy soprano.

~Michael J. Pollack

Comedy Reigns
At ‘Movies in May’

FANWOOD – The local filmmakers
of Fanwood and Scotch Plains were given
a chance to shine in May, as the Fanwood
Memorial Library hosted the first night of

the “Movies in May”
film festival.

Conceived four
years ago by the di-
rectors of the Scotch
Plains and Fanwood
libraries, “Movies in
May” began as a
way for local high
school students to
develop and show-
case their own films;
now, however,
many locals submit
their own works.

Many of the
evening’s laughs
came from film-
maker Will
Eisenberg, who pro-
duced three films.
While his movies
(My Life is Compli-
cated, Sleepover,
Top 5) were simply
wildly exaggerated
takes on teenager-
angst-fueled mur-
ders, an overeager
male sleepover host

and a couple revealing their five celebrity
crushes, respectively, they were made all
the funnier because of their ridiculous-
ness.

After the night ended, Dan Weiss, di-
rector of the Fanwood Memorial Library,
commented on how the festival had be-
come a continual success over the years.

“Our first year was a big deal because
we were able to set up a forum with
[Oscar-nominated screenwriter] David
Magee, who wrote Finding Neverland.
We haven’t had anything of that level
since, but the festival’s continued to be
extremely popular.”

~Eric Nierstedt

Choral Art Society
Offers Inspiring Finale

RAHWAY — The New Jersey Choral
Art Society performed a revue of some of
the opera’s most revered passages, in-
cluding George Gershwin’s Porgy and
Bess, at a mid-May concert at the Union
County Performing Arts Center in
Rahway.

The two-hour season finale included
Randall Thompson’s “Frostiana” and
“Birthday Madrigals” by John Rutter.

The Choral Art Society’s musical di-
rector, James Little, and accompanist
Mary Beth Fall presided over the two-
part concert, which was facilitated with
the collaboration of the 25-piece Choral
Art Society Orchestra.

The marvelous acoustics in the land-
mark and former movie theatre, located
in the new arts district of downtown
Rahway, contributed to a most memo-
rable evening of timeless music.

~Sam Juliano

Abby Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THEY’RE THE TOP...Westfield High School students, under the direction of
Darlene White, perform Cole Porter’s Anything Goes, a rollicking tale aboard the
S.S. American that features an unusual group of passengers and a comedic series
of happenings.

For more,
see Goleader.com


