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Diction Deception

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident

Victims Everyday

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Pelitic – Formed or made up of mud
2. Chiminage – A toll for passage

through a forest
3. Xenodochy – Hospitality
4. Serpigo – Any spreading skin dis-

ease, as ringworm

DANAIDE
1. A water wheel, consisting of two

tapering shells, one within the other
2. One of the 28 amino acids necessary

for building muscle tissue
3. A bath with medicated water
4. A deep gash or cut

CLERONOMY
1. Inheritance; heritage
2. A sudden flood or outpouring
3. Foresight; discernment
4. Harmony; as one

BLEB
1. Valueless; barren
2. A horsefly
3. Fat; blubber
4. A small blister or swelling on the

skin or plants
SUBTILIATION

1. The killing of anything offered as a
sacrifice

2. The act of making thin
3. Tickling or stimulating pleasurably
4. Blowing or breathing into or on

WUW Wishes Westfielders Healthy
And Peaceful Holiday Season

Peace on earth requires more than our
good wishes. It requires us to extend our
hands to our neighbors. The holidays are
a special time to reach out and share our
blessings by offering friendship and se-
curity to others in our community. The
Westfield United Way (WUW) is de-
voted to this mission.

The 18 member agencies of WUW
provide year-round services and programs
to deserving Westfielders. These pro-
grams enrich our quality of life during the
holidays. Our agency clients say:

Thank you for helping me feed my
hungry family.

Thank you for helping my 15-year-old
daughter stay sober.

Thank you for giving my son a safe and
nurturing place to go after school, while
I’m still at work.

Thank you for providing my grand-
mother with a hot meal every day.

Thank you for helping me care for my
mother, who has Alzheimer’s.

Thank you for taking me to my dialysis
treatment twice a week.

Agency services are designed for

Westfielders, and are made possible by
Westfielders. The holidays are bright-
ened for children, families and the elderly
by special seasonal activities conducted
by WUW agencies. This spirit of caring
and sharing will continue throughout the
New Year.

We invite you to become part of this
caring network by contributing to the
Westfield United Way Campaign. Your
gift will enable 18 community agencies to
meet the needs of thousands of
Westfielders and help to make Westfield
a better place in which to live and to work.

WUW is grateful to the many
Westfielders who already have contrib-
uted to the 2008 campaign. If you have
not yet sent in a donation, please do so
today. The support of each and every
Westfielder is important!

From all of us at the Westfield United
Way and on behalf of our agencies, we
thank you and wish you a happy, healthy
and peaceful holiday season.

David Foltz
President, WUW Board of Trustees

Photo by Bob McLaughlin/Union County Sheriff’s Office
HOPE LIVES ON…Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich visits the “Tree of
Hope” in the Union County Courthouse in Elizabeth. Pictured, left to right, are:
MaryBeth Gray, Marianne Hopko, Kim Weber, Linda Balog and Sheriff Froehlich.

Sheriff Asks “Tree of Hope” Donations
Be Made in Name of Injured Officer

ELIZABETH — Every holiday sea-
son for the last decade, Union County
Sheriff’s Officers have set up their
“Tree of Hope” in the courthouse seek-
ing donations of toys and clothing for
needy children throughout the county.
Each year the response has been over-
whelming. This year, the donations
will have an extra meaning of hope for
the officers.

Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich is asking donations to the
“Tree of Hope” be made in the name of
Sheriff’s Officer Chris Coon, who was
critically injured in the line of duty in
early December. Officer Coon is Sher-
iff Froehlich’s stepson.

“Everyone has been so wonderful
asking us what they can do to help
during this tough time,” said Sheriff
Froehlich. “Right now all we can do is
welcome their prayers and ask them to
offer an act of kindness on Chris’ be-
half.”

“A donation to the Tree of Hope, to
needy kids, in Chris’ name is some-
thing people can do,” he said.

The “Tree of Hope” was first planted
in 1997, when Sheriff’s officers ap-
proached Sheriff Froehlich and related
troubling stories of children who were

going to experience a less than happy
holiday season. The children the offic-
ers encountered were homeless or liv-
ing in shelters, were victims of domes-
tic violence or medically fragile.  Their
parents or guardians did not have the
financial ability to provide holiday
gifts.

Every year since, the Sheriff and
“Tree of Hope” committee have erected
a tree in the Union County Courthouse
featuring paper ornaments. This year’s
volunteers — Marianne Hopko, Kim
Weber, MaryBeth Gray and Linda
Balog — made the ornaments and
wrote a particular gift on each one.

“These caring Sheriff’s Officers do
a tremendous job in helping these chil-
dren,” Sheriff Froehlich said. “Even
during tough economic and personal
times, it is important not to forget
those kids who are less fortunate.”

Cash donations to provide additional
gifts are being sought. Tax-deductible
contributions of money, toys and cloth-
ing can be sent to: Union County
Sheriff’s Officers Tree of Hope, Union
County Courthouse, 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, N.J., 07207. For more in-
formation, call Sgt. Marianne Hopko
at (908) 558-2574.

Shameful How Public
Education Reduces

Christmas Importance
I recently attended my daughter’s final

holiday concert in elementary school. As
always, it was wonderful to see the talents
of these special children. It is truly amaz-
ing the work that the music teachers do
with these children with the limited time
available to practice.

My concerns with the concert are at the
heart of the message delivered to Chris-
tians. As a Christian, I am one of the 85
percent of the U.S. population that fol-
lows one form or another of Christianity.
As such, I find it disturbing that the chil-
dren are not permitted to sing songs that
bring the true message of the Christmas
season to the people in attendance.

When it comes to the Hanukkah songs
they sing/play, [they] are describing the
true meaning of the Hebrew season —
and in fact, one song was completely in
Hebrew. Yet, for the Christmas-themed
songs, the children were resigned to sing-
ing songs from the Polar Express, a rather
commercial take on Christmas with
“Jingle All The Way” (describing shop-
ping and other hassles of the season), and
the prerequisite “Jingle Bells” among oth-
ers. Not once did they sing any carols
giving the true meaning of Christmas –
the birth of Jesus Christ.

Is there really something shameful in
saying his name? I believe it’s more
shameful how the public education sys-
tem reduces the importance of the Christ-
mas season. Christians should be treated
equally at these events.

Ed Savickas
Westfield

NYC Tunnel Too Little Too Late
For Me on Raritan Valley Line

Letters to the Editor

New Jersey Transit (NJT) invited me
recently to attend a focus group on rail
service. Being a daily commuter on the
Raritan Valley line with a few strong
opinions on rail service, I accepted.

The focus group was convened last
week. The topic up for discussion was the
NJT’s Arc Tunnel project, a multi-billion
dollar plan to construct new rail tunnels
between New Jersey and Manhattan. With
required funding and approvals it is sched-
uled to open in 2017.

The first part of the session was show-
ing us “infomercials” on the tunnel. We
watched very nicely produced video and
PowerPoint presentations. The programs
educated us about the almost-100-year-
old tunnel currently being used by New
Jersey Transit trains (as well as Amtrak)
and the limited capacity of these old tubes.
This very limited capacity, according to
the scripts, is the primary cause of service
problems as well as a major impediment
to improved service and progress.

The programs then laid out a plethora
of benefits that the tunnel would provide,
including one-seat rides to New York for
most if not all NJT riders, shorter rides,
increased capacity, service to more of NJ,
better air quality, and less traffic, among
others. Most of the remainder of the gath-
ering was left to discuss the tunnel’s ben-
efits and how the participants thought
NJT could best communicate these ben-
efits to the public at large.

As a rider on the Raritan Valley line for
the last seven years, I had hoped to talk
about other things. For example, why is
my scheduled commute substantially
longer than it was in 2001? Or why is the
train that I take to work, the 7:40 out of
Bridgewater, never, ever on time? These
things are particularly bothersome in light
of the steady and substantial fare increases
we have endured. Our commute is much
slower, way more crowded and signifi-
cantly more expensive than it was just a
few years ago.

I was pleased to hear about the inven-
tion of a new locomotive that can run on
diesel and electricity. This provided a
glimmer of hope for me as I thought
“Wow, they’re going to do something for
us soon, providing a straight shot into the
city.” My elation was quickly tempered,
though, as “Alan,” the bigwig from NJT
who has most of the facts, told us that this
new locomotive would not be used until
the tunnel is built, as the current tunnel is
at capacity.

I thought to myself: “If they wanted,
they could utilize these new locomotives
for perhaps one or two rides in to the city
in the morning and the same back in the

evening. It could be easily accomplished,
as all they would need to do is terminate
a different train into New York City around
these times from the Northeast Corridor
or New Jersey Coast lines. Using the new
double-decker trains could really help a
lot of commuters on the Raritan Valley
line.” But they don’t want to.

The truth is that providing relief for the
thousands of riders of the Raritan Valley
line who commute to New York City is
simply not a goal of New Jersey Transit.
Current plans call for us to get relief in no
less than nine years. I suspect if the tunnel
does get built, it will be closer to 12 or 14
years. And because there is no desire to
improve our commute, there is no reason
to think that the steady and consistent
decline in service and increase in costs
will continue unabated.

God willing, I’ll be in my mid-60s by
the time this project is finished. That’s
much too long to put a smile on this
commuter’s face. Systemic improvement
is a fine goal, but there’s plenty of im-
provement that NJT could provide this
group of riders much sooner if it were a
priority. I urge you to remind NJT about
the forgotten commuters on the Raritan
Valley line. If we don’t, that ride to NYC
from Bridgewater that took 65 minutes in
2001 will be 90 minutes before you know
it. I guess that’s what I should suspect
from a group that names a tunnel “Arc.”

Evan Lerner
Bridgewater

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SEASON LIGHTS...Lights of the Christmas tree in the background highlight the
Menorah at the northside train station parking lot in Westfield on Sunday night.

New Year Holiday
The newspaper will be published a

day earlier next week. We will print on
Tuesday and mail on Wednesday. Please
provide submittals and advertisements
early. Thank you.

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

New Jersey Approves
More Charity Gaming
NEWARK – The Legalized Games of

Chance Control Commission (GCC), the
body that oversees New Jersey’s chari-
table gaming industry, this year enacted
regulations that allow operators of bingo,
raffles and casino nights to offer new
games, with additional changes proposed.

The GCC oversees the games operated
by approximately 12,000 charitable, edu-
cational, religious, patriotic and senior
citizen organizations that are registered
to conduct games of chance. These orga-
nizations in 2007 generated $115.3 mil-
lion in gross receipts versus $122.7 mil-
lion in gross receipts in 2006. The net
proceeds were $39.6 million in 2007,
compared to $31.4 million in 2006.

In 2008, the GCC approved Tourna-
ment Texas Hold’ em and three-card poker
as games of chance. Consideration is be-
ing given to increasing the prize awards in
bingo above $3,000. For more informa-
tion, call (973) 273-8000.

of Westfield

KITCHEN DESIGN
GALLERY

As 2008 draws to a close, let us remember the true

meaning of  the Holiday Season…A Time for our

community, family and friends to come together and

share in Joy and Peace, Wishing goodwill to one and

all. With these beliefs, we will be united and goodness

and prosperity will prevail.

Everyone at BKC of  Westfield wants to extend to All,

Best Wishes for A very Happy Holiday Season and a

Prosperous New Year.


