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Marks Ending Tenure;
Recalls Successes, Regrets

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks described leaving his po-
litical role behind him as “bitter-
sweet.”  Two weeks ago he told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
being a member of the governing
body “has become a very big part of
my life...and to have it all go away
cold turkey will be a shock to the
system.” But Mr. Marks also said he
is entering the final weeks of his
tenure “very much looking forward
to the freedom” from his mayoral
responsibilities.

Mr. Marks will relinquish his may-
oral duties to Deputy Mayor Nancy
Malool on January 1, ending not only
his nine years in the mayor’s chair,
but also his 12-year tenure on the
township council.

Mr. Marks was elected to the coun-
cil in 1996, and in January 2000 be-
came the last mayor to be chosen by
his colleagues to serve the then-tradi-
tional one-year term. He won the
township’s first mayoral election in
November 2000 and was re-elected
in 2004.

He did not seek a third mayoral
term this year, opting instead to seek
the Republican nomination for Con-
gress, which he lost to State Senator
Leonard Lance (LD-23, Clinton) in
the June primary. Mrs. Malool was
elected mayor last month, defeating
Democratic Councilman Kevin
Glover by a 53 percent to 47 percent
margin.

When asked what he considers the
highlight of his tenure, the mayor
said, “I think we’ve done a tremen-
dous job in the field of parks and
recreation in the last several years.”
He singled out Recreation Commis-
sion Chairman Ed Zazzali and Parks
and Recreation Director Ray Poerio
for their “leadership,” which the
mayor said was backed by “the sup-
port and encouragement of the coun-
cil and, perhaps, me being the biggest
cheerleader.”

He recalled that several years ago,
he had been told by residents that
“our recreation facilities were lack-
ing in quality and in number.” In
recent years, the mayor said, nearly
every existing park and playing field
has been refurbished, while several
new facilities have been established,
including Memorial Park, the lighted
turf fields at the southside firehouse
and the Union County Vocational-
Technical School, as well as the new
soccer field at the expanded
Jerseyland Park. “That will be a multi-
year highlight” of his tenure, the
mayor said, “being able to travel
around Scotch Plains and see the fruits
of our efforts.”

Another highlight cited by the
mayor was “all the great people that
I’ve met, many of whom have be-
come good friends.” But, he lamented
that befriending so many people also
means that, “along the way, you’re
going to lose some of them,” recall-
ing the deaths of Councilmen Frank
Donatelli in 1999 and Tarquin
Bromley in 2000, Police Chief Mark
Zyla in October 2005 and Township
Attorney Douglas Hansen in Decem-
ber 2005.

Another lowlight, the mayor said,
was that “nothing was really accom-
plished at the state level on the issue
of property tax reform,” a topic on

which he was vocal throughout his
tenure. “I was hoping that somebody
or some group of people would fi-
nally take the bull by the horns.”

Other regrets, the mayor told The
Times, included “not having voted in
favor of the SID (Special Improve-
ment District) ordinance in 2004,
when I had the chance to do so.” He
said he was “pleased that we had a do-
over” in June when the council en-
acted an ordinance establishing a SID.
Mr. Marks also regretted “not mov-
ing forward on the sale of the hedge
property” adjacent to the municipal
building.

He admitted that the matter has
“been languishing,” but said that, es-
pecially with the SID becoming op-
erational, selling the hedge property
“needs to be done.” He said that “when
the economy dictates it’s time, the
new council will move forward” on a
sale to a private developer.

When asked what he would do dif-
ferently, Mayor Marks said he was
“quite pleased with the style I pre-
sented,” recalling that “one of the
first things I did was put the gavel
away and stop being so rigid about
the way meetings were conducted.”

He said he thought that, “I always
did a fairly good job in interacting
with people in any public setting.
Hopefully, residents came away with
the feeling that they got a fair shake
from me.”

Three months ago, former town-
ship manager Thomas Atkins, when
he retired, had said that Mr. Marks
had made the job of being mayor
“look easy.” This week, the mayor
said he was flattered by Mr. Atkins’
comments, which he guessed were a
reference to the public persona he
presented.

 “You have to have the ability when
talking with residents, especially at a
public meeting, to be able to put your-
self in their place and try to imagine
how they are viewing you,” Mayor
Marks said.

When asked what advice he would
offer to Mrs. Malool as she prepares
to assume her mayoral duties, Mayor
Marks replied, “Don’t sweat the small
stuff.” He predicted that, “there will
be people looking to give her a hard
time just for the sake of giving her a
hard time, whether it’s from fellow
council members, the public or
through unfortunate and ill-advised
letters to the newspaper.”

 He said Mrs. Malool “shouldn’t
necessarily lash out” at every criti-
cism. “Take a breath and evaluate to
see whether it’s worthwhile” to react,
the mayor advised. “There are too
many other important things she and
the council will have to deal with.”

Mr. Marks admitted that he has a
“very large ego” and to “see someone
else in the leading role will feel
strange.”

He said he will miss life at the
municipal building, but will stay in-
volved in politics, perhaps from be-
hind the scenes and perhaps waiting
for an opportunity to run for elective
office again. “You never know what’s
going to happen,” he said.

And in the meantime, Mr. Marks
will continue to dabble in local sports
broadcasting, something he has been
doing since the summer when he
broadcast youth baseball games be-
fore moving on to high school foot-
ball, youth basketball and, tomorrow,
high school basketball. “I’m getting
more enjoyment out of these games,”
the mayor said, than professional or
college games.

Summing up, Mayor Marks said, “I
won’t be disappearing,” although he
will not attend the January 1 reorgani-
zation meeting when Mrs. Malool is
sworn in to succeed him. “I received
special dispensation from the new
mayor so that I could attend the Or-
ange Bowl that day with my son and
my father in Florida,” joked Mr. Marks,
a graduate of Virginia Tech University
who will watch his alma mater play in
the New Year’s Day game.
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Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEAVING OFFICE…Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks packs up his office as his
nine-year tenure as mayor and 12 years on the township council winds to an end.

Freeholders OK Raises,
Retirement Incentive

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers approved raises to department
directors, as well as a resolution
offering retirement packages to eli-
gible non-contract employees.

Union County Manager George
Devanney, when questioned by
Garwood resident Bruce Paterson,
said the raises to department heads
average 2.5 percent, but are for six
months in 2008, not the entire year.
He said when the costs are spread out
for the year the raises average 1.5
percent to directors.

Mr. Devanney also said directors
would not receive any increase in
2009, and that the next pay raise
would be at the end of 2010.

As reported in the December 11
issue of The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, the
new salaries for department heads
are: Mr. Devanney’s, $168,336, up
$4,500; Deputy Manager/Director of
Administrative Services Elizabeth
Genievich, $146,357, a hike of
$4,000; County Counsel Robert
Barry, $149,500, a hike of $3,600;
Parks and Community Renewal Di-
rector Al Faella, $120,300, a $7,000
increase; Public Safety Director Ri-
chard Childs, $113,470, a $2,300 in-
crease; Finance Director Larry
Caroselli, $131,771, a $2,600 hike;
Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo, $131,340, up $3,500, and
Correctional Services Director Brian
Riordan, $117,300, a $2,300 increase.

The freeholders will continue to
earn $29,500, with the director earn-
ing $31,500, and the vice-chairman
$30,500. They have not taken an in-
crease in two years.

Mr. Paterson, acknowledging that
the nine freeholders did not give them-
selves a raise this year, said the board
should have passed the zero increase
down to department directors. He said
residents and some businesses in the
county are in “dire straights” due to
the current recession and hard eco-
nomic times.

“Everyone in government has job
security who works for government,”
Mr. Paterson said, adding the board
was “out of touch” with county resi-
dents.

The county manager said earlier
this month that the county saved over
one half million dollars by deferring
raises for non-contractual workers and
department directors to July 1 instead

of January 1. The board typically pro-
vides raises in December that are ret-
roactive to the beginning of the year.

Mr. Devanney said the retirement
package approved unanimously by
the nine board members is aimed at
88, non-union county employees who
are eligible for the program. He said
those workers who accept the offer
would have 100 percent of their
healthcare costs covered by the
county. Currently, retirees have 50
percent of these benefits picked up by
the county.

Mr. Caroselli told The Leader and
The Times employees with 25 years
on the job are eligible and would
have no age restrictions. Employees
with 15 years on the job and who are
62 or older can also apply for the
package.

Kenilworth resident John Burry
said it seemed like the retirement deal
would be open “forever.”

Mr. Devanney said the offer is in-
tended to generate savings in next
year’s budget.

“It is not the intention to leave it
(the offer) open forever,” Mr.
Devanney said.

The board also authorized the
county manager to accept a $750,000
Green Acres Park Development
Project Award to be used to offset
costs for the Ponderosa Farm Park in
Scotch Plains. The county had re-
ceived another $900,000 in Green
Acres funding for land acquisition
for the project. The county purchased
the 23-acre farm from the Sevell fam-
ily for $10 million in 2003.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said the
money would “go a long way in defray-
ing some of the costs” of the project. He
said the project would move into the
construction phase next year.

The board also approved a $63,146
settlement in a lawsuit entitled United
States of America v. Beckman Coulter,
Inc., et al and the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP), et al v. American Thermo-
plastics Corp., et al. The matter in-
volves the alleged environmental con-
tamination at the Combe Fill South
Landfill in Chester. The 65-acre site
closed in 1981, according to the En-
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA)
website.

 According to a resolution passed
by the Harding Township governing
body, 85 public entities were named
in the suit. The suit was settled for
$12 million, according to resolutions
found online from other towns.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Stender to Seek Fourth
Term in State Assembly

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD-22, Fanwood) is planning to seek
a fourth term in the State Assembly,
politickernj.com has reported. Mrs.
Stender recently lost to Senator
Leonard Lance (LD-23, Clinton) in
the race for the open Seventh District
seat in the House of Representatives.

Caroline Kennedy Seeks
Clinton Senate Seat

Caroline Kennedy, the daughter of
President John F. Kennedy and Jackie
Kennedy Onassis, has told New York
Governor David Paterson that she is
interested in the United States Senate
seat being vacated by Hillary Clinton.
Mrs. Clinton has been named the
designee for secretary of state by
President-elect Barack Obama. The
person named to the seat will serve
through 2010 when a special election
will be held to fill the final years of
Mrs. Clinton’s term.

Obama Makes Two More
Cabinet Appointments

President-elect Barack Obama has
selected former Iowa Governor Tom
Vilsack as his designee for secretary
of agriculture and Colorado Senator
Ken Salazar as secretary of interior.
Mr. Obama said Nobel Prize winner
Steven Chu would serve as energy
secretary.

NJ Revenues Continued to
Plummet in November

State Treasurer David Rousseau
said New Jersey state revenues in
November fell $200 million short of
the fiscal estimate, according to The
Star-Ledger. The shortfall for Octo-
ber and November combined was
$411 million. He said the state col-
lected $10.57 billion through the first
five months, July thorough Novem-
ber, of the fiscal year. The amount
collected was $459 million or 4.2
percent below estimates.

Congress Gets $4,700
Raise to $174,000

Members of the House of Repre-
sentatives will make $174,000 per
year, a $4,700 pay hiike over their
current wage, according to published
reports. Rep. Harry Mitchell (D-Ariz.)
sponsored  legislation earlier this year
that would have prevented the auto-
matic payhikes from kicking in next
year. But the bill failed to make it out
of committee.
Blagojevich Says He Will “Fight”
Charges Until His “Last Breath”

Facing impeachment on charges that
he tried to the sell the United States
Senate seat being vcated by President-
elect Barack Obama, Illinois Gov. Rod
Blagojevich said he had done nothing
wrong and would, “fight until I take
my last breath.”

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE FIRST NIGHT...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky lights the central candle
at Sunday night’s menorah lighting ceremony in Westfield to celebrate the first
night of Chanukah.

SP-F BOE Okays ’09-10
Calendar, Workshops

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) approved the district’s
school calendar for 2009-2010 at its
regular public meeting. The calendar,
which was discussed in detail at the
Thursday, December 11 agenda-set-
ting meeting, has September 10 as the
start of school for students. The last day
of school will be Thursday, June 23.

The approved calendar allows for
three snows days. It includes a staff
meeting on Wednesday, September
9, and three Professional Develop-
ment Days for teachers on September
8, Friday, February 12, and Thursday,
June 24. The schools are closed for
students on these days.

The calendar will be posted on the
district’s website as approved, Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
said. This advance notice, she said,
should help parents in making ar-
rangements for the year.

Superintendent Hayes said that the
preschool expansion plan, which was
approved December 11, has been sub-
mitted to the New Jersey Department
of Education. As soon as they receive
feedback “I will keep you updated,”
she told board members.

In addition, the board approved 28
Creative Summer Workshop Courses
for the summer of 2009. The list in-
cludes Acrobatics, Yoga for Youths,
Microwave Cooking, Budding Fash-
ion Designers, Creative Tales and
Puppetry, among others.

The summer school will continue
to be held at School One.

The board also approved Course
Proficiencies for Advanced Placement
Spanish Language.

In a budget update, Finance Com-
mittee Chairman Donald Parisi said
health benefits would be the “biggest
variable” in the 2009-2010 budget, as
they will be receiving “nothing con-
crete until the end of February.” This
will only allow about two weeks until
the early-March submission date, he
said.

During the “Good of the Order”
portion of the meeting, board mem-
ber Betty Anne Woerner said Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks would
run his last township council meeting
on Tuesday, December 23 and asked
that the board take note of his “honor-
able” service to the SP-F community.

Ms. Hayes called Mayor Marks
“an advocate for the school district”
and gave examples of how he sup-
ported the SP-F schools as a “par-
ents and public servant,” even in
ways “that people may not be aware
of,” such as how he has always been
a part of the D.A.R.E education
graduations, has been a speaker in
social studies classes, a “surprise
reader” in elementary classes and
“even staying up all night at Project
Graduation.”

“He always put his time in,” Ms.
Hayes said.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
added that Mayor Marks has “always
been a strong advocate for the librar-
ies.”

Board member Jane Costello com-
mended Terrill Middle School for its
Choral Concert, saying it was a “very
good” show.

Mr. Whitehouse had positive com-
ments regarding Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s holiday cho-
ral event.

“It is just a continuation of our fine
program as it moves through from the
elementary and younger levels,” he
said. “Fine job.”

Karen Kulikowski, vice president
for Parent Teacher Association Coun-
cil, approached the board to give a
reminder that the BOE/PTA
Roundtable will be held on Monday,
January 12, at Terrill Middle School.

“I hope to see you all there and
many members of the public as well,”
she said.

Mr. Whitehouse encourages public
participation at that meeting.

The next open agenda meeting of
the BOE will be on Thursday, January
22. The board will have a regular pub-
lic meeting on Thursday, January 29.
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