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the farmhouse store
...like no other store in Westfield

For hours, address, special events and fabulous things:

www.thefarmhousestore.com

DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

Frank and Lydia 
Bergen Foundation

Funding has been made possible in part through a grant by the 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/ Department of State, a 
partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.
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TICKETS: $35 - $65
$40 and $70 at door
Call: (908) 232-9400

Visit our ticket outlets:
TOWN BOOKS, Westfield
MARTIN JEWELERS, Cranford

www.westfieldsymphony.org

PUTTIN’ ON 
THE RITZ

Broadway classics 
featuring stars          
direct from the  
Broadway stage

New Year’s Eve at 7pm Westfield High School

Local Florist, Radio Station
Work to Help the Needy
By CHRISTIE STORMS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — At this time
of year, radio stations often play holi-
day songs that help listeners get into
the spirit of the season. And it was
when Kurt Christoffers, of
Christoffers Flowers in Moutainside,
was listening to a local jazz station
that he was inspired to do something
to help those in need this Christmas.

Collaborating with WBGO, a pub-
lic radio station which broadcasts
from Newark, Christoffers serves as
the local drop-off center for a coat
drive going on now through January
9.

Their mission is to collect new or
clean “gently worn” coats in good
condition and distribute them to those
in need throughout Essex County. All
sizes from infant through adult are
welcome.

“I’d been listening to the station for
years, and each year around this time,
they’d mention the coat drive,” Mr.
Christoffers said. “But the only drop-
off station was in Newark.”

Mr. Christoffers happened to no-
tice other listeners who called in to
support the station were from the
Westfield, Moutainside and Scotch
Plains area.

“I knew they had a strong audience
around here, so I called Sylvia Brewer
at WBGO and offered our space,” he
said.

That space, which is the basement
of the florist and gift shop he and his
wife, Fiona, own at 860 Mountain
Avenue, had already begun to fill up
with several dozen coats just a few
days after the drive began on Mon-
day, December 8.

“Being a merchant this time of
year, it’s so easy to get caught up in
working 12 hours a day and not have
time to do the things this season should
be about,” Mr. Christoffers said.

Even during this busy holiday rush,
it is of utmost importance to the
Christoffers that each customer re-
ceives personalized service from their
staff of nine, which includes four
floral designers.

They also pride themselves on at-
tention to detail from the types of
flowers coordinated into arrange-
ments to the variety of gifts and cards
they offer.

These were principles instilled by
Mr. Christoffers’ mother, Ruth, who

opened the business more than 33
years ago as a way to share her pas-
sion for flowers and horticulture.

It began as a small business fulfill-
ing orders from the family garage
until 1980, when popular demand
necessitated the opening of the store
at its current location.

“It was originally only about 12
feet wide,” said Mr. Christoffers, who
took the helm in 2002.

He recalled the grand opening co-
inciding with getting his driver’s li-
cense on his 17th birthday.

Mr. Christoffers was with the busi-
ness from the beginning, which he
believes helped him learn every as-
pect.

“I started in the ‘mail
room’…washing buckets and doing
deliveries,” he said.

He went on to study interior de-
sign, architecture, furniture design
and landscape architecture in places
such as Holland and Tokyo.

Fiona, who is originally from Wales
and handles the cards and gifts, stud-
ied at the Wimbledon School of Art in
London.

They both have a passion for na-
ture, gardening and horticulture and
are very particular about product of-
ferings.

“She drives the card vendors crazy,
and I drive the silk vendors crazy,”
Mr. Christoffers said. “But it’s what
sets us apart and is why people can
come in and find something special.”

The couple, who have three chil-
dren, travels to Atlanta each year to
select unique items that have a “hand-
made” quality in “every price range.”

They are often called upon for cus-
tom silk arrangements and work with
customers’ wallpapers, fabrics and
containers.

In addition to the WBGO coat drive,
Christoffers Flowers has additionally
supported several other groups. These
include the Center for Hope Hospice
and Palliative Care in Scotch Plains,
St. Joseph’s Social Service Center in
Elizabeth and the Hope Chest in
Westfield.

They have also donated arrange-
ments to local organizations such as
the Junior Woman’s Club of Westfield,
the Mountainside Police Athletic
League, CONTACT We Care and the
Friends of the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra’s Annual Tour of Notable
Homes.

The Christoffers said so far they
have been very pleased with the strong
customer response to the coat drive.

“Some people are bringing in three
or four coats at a time,” Mr.
Christoffers said. “They say it’s so
good to see them go to good use
instead of taking up room in the
closet.”

The Christoffers additionally offer
coat donors a free gift of either a
small scented candle or an eco-
friendly shopping tote.

“We have so many wonderful cus-
tomers who want to give something
to those who need it,” Mr. Christoffers
said. “So it’s a good feeling to be able
to be a medium to do that.”

SP’s Shore Takes
Part in Amahl…

SCOTCH PLAINS – Area resi-
dents will be treated to a revised
presentation of Menotti’s Amahl and
the Night Visitors, a Stony Hill Play-
ers production, at The Oakes Center,
located at Morris Avenue and Russell
Place in Summit.

Performance dates are December
20, 26 and 27 at 7 p.m. and December
21, 27 and 28 at 3 p.m.

William Shore of Scotch Plains
plays violin with the instrument en-
semble in most performances of the
production.

A few years ago, as a boy soprano,
William played the part of Amahl for
Stony Hill Players. Tickets are $20
for adults and $10 for students and
those 18 and under.

For reservations or information,
call (908) 277-1732.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE GIFT OF WARMTH...Kurt and Fiona Christoffers stand with a few coats collected
from a coat drive they collaborated on with jazz station WBGO. The Christoffers are
accepting donated coats at their store, Christoffers Flowers, through January 9.

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

HOURS:  MON. - FRI. 9:00 - 5:30 • SAT. 9:00 - 5:00

THURSDAYS: 9:00 AM - 8:00 PM

www.christoffersflowers.com

Plenty of free parking

in front & rear

Gift Wrapping &

Delivery Too!

Let Christoffers keep your “Spirit” Intact
Contribute to our WBGO Coat Drive . . .

Receive a complimentary gift

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

WHS Graduate Caroline Moore
Produces a Hallmark TV Movie

By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – After growing up in
Westfield and matriculating through all
of its public schools, Caroline Moore
has become a successful television pro-
ducer.

Her most recent work, a made-for-
TV movie entitled The Most Wonderful
Time of the Year, starring Henry Winkler,
Brooke Burns and Warren Christie,
began airing last Saturday on the Hall-
mark Channel. The movie will be re-
aired on the following dates and times:
Friday, December 19, at 9 p.m.; Wednes-
day, December 24, at 9 p.m.; Thursday,
December 25, at 2 p.m., and Thursday,
January 1, at 1 and 11 p.m.

Ms. Moore believes that the educa-
tion she received growing up in
Westfield led her to where she is today.

“I think so much of the success I’ve
had is due to the teachers in Westfield.
I came out of Westfield High School 10
times a better writer than any of my
peers in college,” she said.

After college, Ms. Moore went on to
intern at Dan Wigutow Productions in
New York and was quickly promoted
within the company. In just three years,
she was asked to be a producer.

Ms. Moore said she “loves” the work
she does. “One of the most satisfying

things about producing is that you work
really hard and get to see a tangible
product come out of it,” she said.

Ms. Moore spends time throughout
the year reading various scripts. When
she came across The Most Wonderful
Time of the Year, she said she became
drawn to the story because “it is a
heartwarming and sweet Christmas
movie, while at the same time it has a
very dry sense of humor that I re-
sponded to.”

After deciding on a script, the soon-
to-be movie was brought to the Hall-
mark Channel. Ms. Moore helped to
fine-tune the script and calculate the
budget, as well as choose the cast, set

designer and technical crew. She then
spent last summer in Vancouver mak-
ing sure production went smoothly on
set.

Although her job usually involves
mediating between a host of big per-
sonalities, Ms. Moore said, “We lucked
out in terms of the cast we had. They
were the nicest and easiest people to
work with.” She added, on a more
personal note, “I even got to go out to
dinner with Henry Winkler.”

As a producer, Ms. Moore spends the
majority of the year finding and devel-
oping scripts before trying to produce
them. Other things she has worked on
include co-producing The Two Mr.
Kissels and Murder on Pleasant Drive,
both for Lifetime TV.

Calderone Chorus
Performs in Livingston

AREA – The Calderone School
of Music Adult Chorus gave a holi-
day concert at Care One Assisted
Living in Livingston earlier this
month.

Selections, sung in different lan-
guages, included “To The Sky,” a
Southern folk song, arranged by
Carl Strommen; “De Colores,” a
traditional Spanish folk tune ar-
ranged by Mark Weston; “Ave
Verum Corpus,” by Wolfgang A.
Mozart; “Come Light The
Menorah,” a Yiddish folk tune, ar-
ranged by E. Kalendar; “Home For
The Holidays,” by Robert Allen;
“Angels We Have Heard on High,” a
traditional Christmas song; and
“Rockin’ Around The Christmas
Tree,” by Johnny Marks.

Professor George Spitzer con-
ducted the Adult Chorus. Professor
Nataliya Kolmykova accompanied
the Adult Chorus on piano. Faculty
members Yunior Bello, guitar, and
Lisa Kendal, voice, performed
“Ocho Kandelikas,” a Sephardic
song for Hanukkah by Flory Jagoda.

For more information, log on to
calderoneschoolofmusic.com.

RECENT PERFORMANCE…The Calderone School of Music Adult Chorus
performs in Livingston. Pictured, from left to right, are: Professor Nataliya
Kolmykova, at the piano, and Professor George Spitzer, conductor; back row:
Peter Biggiani, Pinto Naravane, Yunior Bello, Burt Murphy, Colin Murray and
Lisa Kendal; front row: Silvana Queiroz, Anna Drozdova, Professor Kathleen
Calderone, Ronnie Mastroiacovo, Carolyn Tosi and Filomena Mastrolia.

HALLMARK MOMENT...Westfield
High School alumnus, Caroline Moore,
produced a Hallmark movie, which can
be seen throughout the holiday season.

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

CREATIVE FRAMING & DESIGN • ORIGINAL ART

ART CONSULTATION • APPRAISAL & RESTORATION • UNIQUE GIFTS

JEWELRY TRUNK SHOWS • DECEMBER 20TH & 21ST

58 Elm Street • Westfield, NJ • 908.232.3278
juxtaposegallery.com


