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THE FINER POINTS...At left, Anne Castellano of Cranford learns the finer points
of pastels by the internationally acclaimed Christina Debarry PSA.  Christina was
President Emeritus of the Pastel Society of America (PSA) from 1998 to 2001. She is
also an elected member (vice-president) of the Allied Artists of America. Information
about Westfield Art Association can be found at westfieldnj.com/waa/.

Debarry Presents Pastel
Demonstration to WAA

“Summer Bouquet” by Christina Debarry PSA

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The excitement at
the rejuvenated Westfield Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) just
keeps on growing.

Recently, Chris-
tina Debarry PSA,
an internationally
acclaimed master
pastelist, of the
Pastel Society of
America (PSA)
demonstrated pas-
tel painting to
WAA members by
transforming a
rough charcoal
drawing of a floral
arrangement into a
two–dimensional
pastel.

As an elected
member of the
PSA, Ms. Debarry
said she “has the
privilege to use these initials after my
name...we have many associate mem-
bers, but only those elected add the
PSA.”

As she demonstrated, Ms. Debarry
explained her technique to members
of the audience and answered their
questions.

“I love to work in pastels…and it is
always a wonderful experience to give
a demonstration to fellow art lovers,”
Ms. Debarry said.

“Many have worked with pastels,
and others are just [becoming] initi-
ated to the luscious and luminous
quality of the dry pigment,” she con-
tinued. Ms. Debarry’s demonstration
focused on the building of a compo-
sition from dark, simple masses to a
composition that is more detailed in
strong and lighter highlights.

She focuses one light source on her
point of interest.

“I always try to work from a setup
because direct observation is vital for
me,” she said.

She develops her pastels on color–
tinted, textured paper and applies the
paint in thin layers of strokes.

“Different temperatures of colors
are woven together to form patterns
and textures,” she explained.

Ms. Debarry’s presentation was
well received by her audience.

“Not only is [Ms. Debarry] a good

teacher, she is very entertaining as
well,” said WAA member Jane Annis
of Mountainside, who is a former
WAA board member.

“From time to
time, demonstra-
tions in various
media are provided
to allow WAA
members, as well
as the public at
large, to watch a
master artist at
work, and to allow
members of the
audience to ask
technical ques-
tions that might
help them with
their own work if
they happen to
work in the same
medium,” said
Paul Deroo, WAA
president.

“For anyone in-
terested in becoming an artist, the
demonstration can also serve as an
excellent introduction to the
demonstrator’s particular medium, or
as inspiration to become involved with
any other aspect of fine art,” he con-
tinued.

Ms. Debarry, who has been teach-
ing pastel painting for 20 years, has
given workshops in New Jersey, New
York and at many other locations in
the United States, Canada, Mexico,
Bermuda and France.

She was president emeritus of the
PSA from 1998 to 2001. She is also
vice-president of the Allied Artists of
America and a member of many addi-
tional professional artist associations.

The WAA is a 501(c)(3) charitable
organization under the Internal Rev-
enue Code.

Annual membership dues are $20
for an individual and $30 for a couple
or family.

Anyone who would like to join the
WAA should write to the WAA at
P.O. Box 874, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

WAA’s website is westfieldnj.com/
waa/.

Ms. Debarry’s website is
debarrystudioarts.com.

Above, guests enjoy art,
wine, food and laughter in
the Strolling Gallery at the
Visual Arts Center of New
Jersey in Summit. At right,
guest curator Ann Schaffer
points out a witticism in one
of the many beautiful pieces

displayed at the event.

Blank Canvas Event Raises
Money for Educ. Programs

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – The Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey (VACNJ) recently held its
annual “Blank Canvas Benefit: For Arts
Sake” fundraiser.

Ninety-five artists were invited to
create a piece of art from a 16-x-16-
inch blank canvas.

The art that resulted, which encom-
passed every known medium, was auc-
tioned during the evening.

The “Blank Canvas Benefit 2008”
event was co-chaired by Trustees Laura
Schaffer and Catie Totman, both of
whom are from Summit.

Guest curator Ann Schaffer from
South Orange also chaired the Blank
Canvas Art Selection Committee, which
was charged with identifying the artists
asked to participate.

This year’s “Blank Canvas Benefit
2008: For Art’s Sake” included a spe-
cial sale of seven Munnies, seven-inch-
tall vinyl sculptures created by Madi-
son artist Dan Fenelon.

Mr. Fenelon’s Munnies are like blank
canvases in and of themselves, as artists
worldwide are collecting them and us-
ing them as vehicles for the expression
of their own artistic styles.

Mr. Fenelon intricately paints his sig-
nature tribal patterns on Munnies, infus-
ing each one with its own personality.

Proceeds from the sale of Mr.
Fenelon’s Munnies will be invested in
the art center’s Exhibitions Education
Program (EEP), a satellite program of
VACNJ’s Exhibition Department.

The EEP expands the educational
aspects of the Exhibitions Department
through a professional docent tour pro-
gram, educational signage and label-
ing, and hands-on activities led by pro-
fessional teaching artists in VACNJ’S
state-of-the-art studios.

The goal of “Blank Canvas Benefit
2008” is twofold, according to Rachael
Weinberger, VACNJ interim executive
director.

In addition to a significant monetary
contribution to the art center, the event
brings art education awareness to the
greater community.

All proceeds raised by the “Blank
Canvas Benefit 2008: For Art’s Sake”
support arts enrichment programs for
underserved, economically disadvan-
taged, and/or marginalized children.

The EEP provides a critical visual-
arts component that both addresses the
lack of the arts in public schools and is
tailored to meet the New Jersey Core
Curriculum Standards for Visual Arts.

In 2008, 1,300 participants were
served by the EEP.

More information on VACNJ is avail-
able on its website, artcenternj.org.

Black Canvas
Event, Summit
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Lighten Up Your Holidays

By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No matter what holiday you cel-
ebrate, lights of some sort will most
likely be a part of your holiday deco-
rations.

It seems each year, the lighting
becomes more elaborate, more cre-
ative and more beautiful. A few years
ago, one of my neighbors hired a
professional lighting company to
completely outline their house with
big round white lights.

This started a trend on the street as
now there are several houses doing
the same. There is no doubt, when
you turn onto Bailey Court, it is the
holiday season.

Of course, my neighborhood is not
the only one in town getting into the
spirit in this spectacular way. Whether
you use professional lighting or old-
fashioned do-it-yourself lighting to
adorn your house or lights strung
around pine trees on front lawns or
menorahs lit nightly in front windows,
the message of holiday joy is the same.
Illumination makes us feel warm and
festive at this dark time of the year.

Chanukah is known as the festival
of lights. It is celebrated for eight
days to commemorate the miracle of
a one-day supple of olive oil that was
needed to provide light for the cel-
ebration of the re-dedication of the
temple in Jerusalem. Coincidentally,
eight days is the amount of time re-
quired to press, prepare and conse-
crate fresh olive oil.

The custom of lights to celebrate
Christmas predates Christianity, and
although it has long been a recog-
nized tradition in North America, its
origins are from Europe. It is prob-
able that the custom of using lights at
all began with placing small candles
on the Christmas tree long before the
advent of electricity. Naturally, the
use of small electric bulbs followed.

This year, why not continue the
tradition of lighting up your holidays
and lighten up on the calories as well.
Some will be enjoying potato pan-
cakes (latkes), which are usually fried;
actually, they are drenched in oil.

Olive oil is obviously preferred.
These oven-baked potato pancakes
have all the flavor of the more tradi-
tional latkes and are tremendously
less fattening and less messy as well.
Enjoy them with this less fattening,
more natural homemade applesauce.
It is so easy to prepare, and the taste
is far superior to jarred sauce.

In some cultures, it is customary to
serve pasta before the main course at
the holiday dinner. Why not keep it
delicious, but save a few calories at
the same time? This Whole Wheat
Penne with Light Tomato Sauce is the
answer. It is as good as any pasta dish
with far fewer calories.

Happy Holidays to all. Enjoy.

Oven-Baked
Potato Pancakes

INGREDIENTS
1 pound Russet or Yukon Gold potatoes,

(unpeeled)
1 onion
1 egg

1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon salt

3 tablespoons flour
2-3 tablespoons olive oil (more if needed)

PROCEDURE
Preheat the oven to 425 degrees.  Wash and dry
the potatoes.  Grate the potatoes into a strainer
and dry with a towel.  Grate the onion into the
strainer.  Drain as much water from the pota-
toes and onion as possible.  Transfer to a bowl.
Mix in the egg, baking powder, salt and flour.
Stir.  Grease the cookie sheet with the olive oil.
Form the potato mixture into balls and press
onto the cookie sheet. Bake for 10 to 12 min-
utes.  Carefully flip each pancake and bake for
an additional 5 minutes.  Serve warm with the
homemade applesauce.

Yield: 8-10 pancakes

Simple Homemade
Applesauce

INGREDIENTS
6 apples*, peeled and diced

¾ cup water
¼ cup sugar

½ teaspoon cinnamon

PROCEDURE
Combine the apples, water, sugar and cinna-
mon in a medium size pot.  Cover and cook
over medium flame for 30-40 minutes or until

the apples are soft.  Let cool.  Mash with a fork
or a potato masher.  Serve hot or at room
temperature or chilled.  Simple and so much
better than jarred.

Yield: 1 cup
*Use a mix of sweet apples such as Rome,

Fuji, Red Delicious and Gala. Do not use
Granny Smith.

Wheat Penne With
Light Tomato Sauce

INGREDIENTS
1 can (28 ounces) crushed tomatoes

2 large cloves garlic
1 onion, diced

1 teaspoon olive oil
1 tablespoon fresh basil, chopped

1 pound whole wheat penne
Parmesan cheese

PROCEDURE
Combine the tomatoes, whole garlic cloves,
onion, oil and basil in a pot. Cover and simmer
on a low flame for at least 45 minutes stirring
occasionally. Boil the pasta according to pack-
age directions right before serving. Sprinkle
with Parmesan cheese.

Yield: 4 servings

Applesauce preparation

Whole Wheat Penne, Light Tomato Sauce

Auditions Begin for
Simon’s Fools at WCP

WESTFIELD – Director Maurice
Moran of Westfield Community
Players (WCP) is holding open au-
ditions for the Neil Simon comedy
Fools on Friday, December 19, at 7
p.m. and Saturday, December 20, at
2 p.m. in the WCP theater at 1000
North Avenue, West, Westfield. For
more information, call (908) 232-
9568.

Callbacks will be Sunday, Decem-
ber 28, at 7 p.m. at the theater. Play
rehearsals will start in January for
performances on March 7, 13, 14, 20
and 21 at 8 p.m. with all tickets at
$15.

This lighthearted comedy is set in
the 1800s in a small Ukrainian vil-
lage, which has been living under a
curse of chronic stupidity for 200
years. Into this odd setting, Leon
Tolchinsky arrives as the new teacher
for this idyllic Russian hamlet.

While part of his job is to break the
curse, no one tells him that if he
stays over 24 hours and fails to break
the curse, he becomes stupid, too.

By this point, Leon has fallen in
love with a girl so stupid that she
only recently learned how to sit
down. Of course, with Simon adding
the witty dialogue and comic misad-

ventures, Leon breaks the curse and
gets the girl.

The cast requirements are as fol-
lows:

Leon Stephonovitch Tolchinsky –
an eager and idealistic young school-
teacher; Sophia Irena Elenya
Zubritsky – daughter of Doctor
Zubritsky; very attractive, in per-
sonality as well as looks with an
endearing childlike innocence and
innate wisdom; Count Gregor – a
lovable bad guy who deep down, just
wants to be liked; Doctor Nikolai
Zubritsky – the town’s leading citi-
zen who is highly respected by the
other villagers; he has trouble open-
ing jars; Lenya Zubritsky – wife of
Doctor Zubritsky, and a doting
mother; Something Something
Snetsky – the local sheep loser who
can’t remember his first name;
Mishkin – the postman; Slovitch –
the butcher, who really isn’t too
bright to start with; Yenchna – a
shrewd businesswoman who tries to
turn any situation to her advantage;
The Magistrate – has an air of au-
thority and the slightest glimmer of
intelligence.

For more information, visit
westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

Imperial Brass Presents
A ‘Brassy Little Christmas’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Imperial

Brass presents “Have Yourself a
Brassy Little Christmas” on Sunday,
December 21, at 3 p.m. The concert is
part of Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church’s Christmas Music Sunday
Celebration.

The Willow Grove Church is the
new home of the Imperial Brass, a 30-
piece brass ensemble known for per-
forming an array of musical num-
bers. The ensemble will feature
Christmas classics of Bach,
Tchaikovsky and Leroy Anderson,
amongst others.

Selections during the performance
will feature veteran Broadway ac-
tress Laura Schutter, currently per-
forming in Broadway’s Mary Poppins.
Ms. Schutter will be a featured vocal
soloist in “All I Want for Christmas,”
“The Christmas Song,” “Have Your-
self a Merry Little Christmas” and “O
Holy Night.”

The band will also perform selec-
tions such as “Rhapsody Noel” by
Joseph Turrin, “Rudolph the Red-

Nosed Reindeer,” arranged by Mark
Freeh, and “White Christmas” by Irv-
ing Berlin. As part of the end of Leroy
Anderson’s 100th birthday celebra-
tion, the band will finish the concert
with “A Christmas Festival.”

Guest conductor Glen Daum will
join the band. An active composer,
arranger and producer in New York
for a quarter century, his works have
been performed by the Boston Pops
artists such as Mandy Patinkin and on
television programs such as “Sesame
Street,” “ABC World News Tonight”
and CNN Headline News.

An offering will be taken during
the concert, and a donation of $10 per
person is suggested. The concert will
be held at the Willow Grove Presby-
terian Church, which is located at
1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

For further information on the
church’s Christmas Music Sunday
Celebration, go to
willowgrovechurch.org or call (908)
232-5678. For further information on
the concert, go to imperialbrass.org

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION...On Sunday, December 21, at 3 p.m., as part of
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church’s Christmas Music Sunday Celebration, the
church’s Imperial Brass ensemble will perform Christmas classics. Veteran
Broadway actress Laura Schutter, currently performing in Broadway’s Mary
Poppins, will serve as a vocal soloist.

David Ward, Broadway
Stars Join WSO for ‘Ritz’

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) has an-
nounced that this year’s New Year’s
Eve musical celebration, Puttin’On
The Ritz, will feature Broadway star
James Sasser, opera performers David
Ward and Suzanne Vinnik and off-
Broadway singer Kristin McLaughlin.

Puttin’On The Ritz, a revue of
American musical theater classics in
symphonic splendor, presents a host
of cherished songs by Gershwin,
Bernstein, Bart, Rogers and
Hammerstein, Kander and Ebb, and
Gilbert and Sullivan.

The WSO will welcome David
Ward, one of America’s leading basso
buffos (or comic basses). Mr Ward has
long been bringing his hysterical stage
presence and his “shining bass” to
productions of comic opera across the
country.

He has portrayed his critically ac-
claimed Dr. Bartolo in more than 20
productions of Il Barbiere di Siviglia,
including the New York City Opera
National Company, Nevada Opera,
Knoxville Opera and Kentucky Op-
era.

Guest tenor James Sasser appeared
on Broadway as the singer for
Riverdance and as Pilate in the tour of
Jesus Christ Superstar. He has also
starred with the Glenn Miller Band,
the Barry Levitt Trio, Skitch Henderson
and The New York Pops.

Mezzo-soprano Kristin McLaughlin
was most recently seen off-Broadway

as Viola in Wallenberg at New World
Stages and in the original cast of The
World According to Ruth Wallis. She
also starred in the original revival cast
of What Makes Sammy Run?, as
Laurette, at the West End Theatre.

Soprano Suzanne Vinnik performs
frequently with the Nevada Opera
Theatre, where she was awarded the
Tove Allen Legacy Scholarship for
Opera. A semi-finalist in the Dallas
Opera Guild Vocal Competition, she
recently recorded “Shadow of My
Love,” a song she co-wrote.

Puttin’On The Ritz, performed in
friendly cabaret style, is designed for
the whole family.

The WSO show, under the baton of
Maestro David Wroe, begins at 7 p.m.
on Wednesday, December 31, and will
end at about 8:45 p.m. The WSO
recommends that audience members
make reservations as soon as possible
because tickets are selling fast, and
last year’s concert was a sell-out.

Tickets in advance cost $35 for
general admission and $65 for pre-
ferred seating ($40 and $70 at the
door, if available). Concert tickets
may be purchased directly from the
WSO by calling (908) 232-9400, or
visiting the office at 224 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Tickets are also available at the
Town Book Store, located at 270 East
Broad Street, and Martin Jewelers,
located at 12 North Avenue, West, in
Cranford.

RITZY...Opera singers David Ward and Suzanne Vinnik will lend their talents to
the WSO’s Puttin’On The Ritz, a New Year’s revue of American musical theater
classics. To learn more, call (908) 232-9400.
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ALPHORN OF SUPPORT…The Alphorn Ensemble, including Martina Struck,
Ted Schlosberg, Leslie Bartsch, Walter Metzger and William Carter, performs in
downtown Westfield on Saturdays in December.

www.goleader.com


