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WHS Asst. Principal Hired;
Administrators Give Update
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Jeremy Davies’
appointment was approved by the board
of education on Tuesday night to fill the
slot of assistant principal at Westfield
High School. Joan Carrion resigned
from the position effective January 2,
2009. Mr. Davies is currently an English teacher at the school and has
taught there for six years. The PTSO
recognized him in June as Outstanding
Teacher of the Year.
He plans to stay on as teacher through
the end of the second marking period,
which closes on January 29. Mr. Davies
is awaiting the receipt of the school
administration certification and, though

he has completed the coursework, the
certification could take up to June to
receive, according to Barbara Ball, human resources director for the district.
Until the certification is in hand, his
title would be administrative intern,
earning him a prorated annual stipend
of $15,500, on top of his teacher’s
salary, beginning January 30 and
through June 30.
Peter Renwick, WHS principal, said
there is a justification to fill the third
assistant principal position. This is in
response to this newspaper’s editorial
questioning the need to fill an administrative position, which salary for the
three current positions ranges from
$88,000 to $93,000, not including the

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

YULETIDE CAROLERS...The Yuletide Carolers serenade shoppers in downtown Westfield on Saturday afternoon with traditional carols. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Susie Padlow, Rich McNanna and Krista Mazur.

Mountainside Adds Two
Police Officers to Fill Void
By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUTAINSIDE – The borough
council conducted its final regular
monthly meeting on Tuesday for 2008
at the municipal building.
Before retreating to private chambers to discuss personnel matters, the
council unanimously approved 10 resolutions without debate.
Top on the list was the appointment
of two new probationary patrolmen to
the Mountainside Police Department.
The new officers will earn a salary of
$36,254 over the one-year probationary period.
Both men were hired to fill the positions of two patrolmen who retired this
year. Officials said the hiring brings the
force back up to 22 patrolmen and
reduces the department’s dependence
on overtime. The borough incurred over
$100,000 in unexpected overtime costs
this year.
A member of the public asked why
the council had gone ahead with the
hiring given the economic challenges
facing many municipal governments.
Councilman Paul Mirabelli said the
hiring of the two officers would save
money when the cost of paying overtime to an understaffed force is taken
into consideration.
“We have been able to shift around
administrative duties,” said Borough
Administrator James Debbie, before
explaining that adding two patrolmen
will position the force well going into
2009 when a lieutenant is expected to
retire. Mr. Debbie said the borough
started the year with 23 patrolmen and
will end it with 22.
Jill Goode, the borough’s chief financial officer, was given the authority

to transfer money set aside in the 2008
budget to address unexpected year-end
budget needs. These transfers include a
transfer of $54,500 to pay salary and
wage shortfalls. This money was slated
to pay for things like streets and roads,
group insurance and fire hydrant service.
Officials said a total of $45,000 of
this transfer would pay for unanticipated police overtime incurred as a
result of the loss of three police officers
— the two officers who retired and one
lost due to injuries sustained in an accident.
In other fiscal matters, the council
approved a temporary debt budget in
the amount of $48,234 on the advice of
the CFO. The temporary budget will go
to pay loan principal and interest due
before January 1, 2009.
A motion was approved appointing
Christopher Whyte and Robert
Sobocinski to the Mountainside Volunteer Fire Department.
The council recognized the accomplishments of several young
Mountainside athletes. Kelly Rice, Max
Sichel, Charles Richard, Jessica
Mattera, Alex McDonald and Peter
Messler were commended for winning
Keep it Positive awards in recognition
of the good sportsmanship they displayed as participants in the InterCounty Youth Soccer League (ICYSL)
this past fall.
The council also recognized two girls’
youth teams, which captured ICYSL
titles in November. The U12 Blue Thunder and U14 Strikers took home first
place at FinalsFest. Parents and coaches
were in attendance as the girls received
letters of commendation.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

cost of benefits, when the school budget is exceeding the 4 percent cap and
as a result of increased budgets, teaching positions were cut in the district,
among other cuts.
Mr. Renwick said with close to 1,800
students enrolled at the high school,
each assistant principal is responsible
for 600 students. Part of those responsibilities, he said, include the master
schedule of classes, state testing, attendance and new student orientation.
Part of effects of the budget crunch
last year fell on paraprofessionals. Mr.
Renwick stated in his update to the
board on his work at the high school
that so far this school year he has seen
a shortage of hours devoted to the resource room. He said paraprofessionals were removed from those duties and
teachers were filling the void. Mr.
Renwick said three periods per department are available as a resource room.
He said some teachers are even meeting students off-hours to make up for
the lost periods.
Alice Hunnicutt, a board member,
said she was “concerned” with that
statement. She said in previous years
she had worked to ensure resource
rooms were available every period because it is important for students. She
said she did not realize cutting the
paraprofessionals would have negatively impacted the resource room.
Mr. Renwick also discussed parent
concerns about the WHS Library hours
and students having trouble entering
the library during lunch break. He said
students have not approached him about
it and thought it was not as big of a
concern as parents thought it was. He
said as the rule is now, students could
enter within the first 10 minutes of the
period and not enter after, and that if
they were in the library they could not
leave during the last 10 minutes of the
period, thereby negating an influx of
students in the halls before the bell
rang.
As principal he said he wants to
instill in teachers a philosophy of connecting and identifying with the student because “to me that opens up the
world.”
Lossie Whitaker-Thornton, supervisor of special education, and Scott
White, director of counseling, both at
WHS, gave an update to the board on
each of their areas of expertise.
Mr. White said he has put forth major
tasks for his counselors, of which there
are two specialized counselors and 10
non-specialized counselors. The tasks
include for them to be fair and consistent with students, to foster communication and openness, to have “transparency in what we do,” to be knowledgeable, and accessible at all times.
Some of the agenda items implemented by Mr. White’s department are
an expanded parent advisory commitCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

HOLIDAY SING ALONG...Carolers entertain visitors in front of the historic
Hetfield House museum in Mountainside on Sunday.

Westfield Council Concurs on 4-Year
CWA Pact, Increases Fees for 2009
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Town Council, Tuesday, wrapped up
advertised hearings on a number of
ordinances that will increase certain
town fees in the upcoming year.
In addition, the town council unanimously concurred on the new CWA
(Communication Workers of
America) contract after both sides
agreed on a four-year pact, retroactive to 2008, which goes through 2011.
The matter was reported in The
Westfield Leader earlier this month.
In Westfield, the CWA comprises
40, full-time and 10, part-time positions. The CWA covers positions such
as the police clerk, deputy town clerk,
deputy tax collector and building code
processor.
The CWA’s pay-scale system consists of four grades, each with 15
steps. The new contract calls for increases of 2 percent over the existing
steps in 2008, 2009 and 2010, as well
as a 2.5 percent increase in the final
year of the contract.
In addition, there are two major
changes to the contract. First, grade
7, an entry-level grade, has been eliminated; adjustments have been made
to get all current grade 7 workers into
the grade 8 classification.
“We had a hard time getting people
hired at [salaries in the $20,000
range],” Mr. Gildea told The Leader
earlier this month.
Secondly, in 2010 and 2011, CWA

Chambers’ Lawsuit Heads
To Court February 9, 2009
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Town Administrator Jim Gildea said the town has not
settled a sexual-harassment lawsuit
brought by Police Officer Sandy
Chambers. Rumors had listed a settlement in the six- to seven-figure range.
In the six-count lawsuit, officer
Chambers alleges that “during a twoyear period, [former Westfield Police
Chief Bernard Tracy] regularly called
[officer] Chambers at home, during
non-working hours and late into the
evening” and that Mr. Tracy invited
Officer Chambers “to call him on his
personal cell phone.”
Officer Chambers, a Plainfield resident, has been employed by the
Westfield Police Department since
1995.
Officer Chambers said that she attended a law-enforcement convention in Washington, D.C., in 2003
with Mr. Tracy.
“While at the convention, Chief
Tracy commented to Detective Chambers and others that she was not spending enough time with him, and he felt
that she had ‘abandoned’ him,” ac-

Holiday Deadlines

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

ALL ABOARD... Santa, Mrs. Claus and their many helpers greet a throng of area riders on NJ Transit’s Santa Train, which
departed from Westfield on Saturday.

The Christmas and New Year’s editions of The Leader will be published
a day earlier for the December 25 and
January 1 issues. The paper will be
printed on Tuesdays and mailed on
Wednesdays. Please send your submissions by the Friday beforehand for
those issues. Advertising submittals
should also be made earlier.

cording to the lawsuit. She also alleged that Chief Tracy “intimated that
he was hopeful that while they were
at the convention, he and Detective
Chambers could become even better
friends.”
Detective Chambers charged later
in the complaint that she “was treated
differently because she would not
engage in inappropriate sexual conduct with Chief of Police Bernard F.
Tracy.”
When asked about the case, Mr.
Gildea said the lawsuit had not been
settled, and the town was prepared
for a court trial.
“There has been no settlement in
this matter whatsoever, and the new
court date is February 9,” Mr. Gildea
told The Westfield Leader on Thursday, December 11. A spokesperson
for the civil division of the Superior
Court also said the matter had not
been settled. The case had originally
been scheduled for trial on Monday,
December 1.
Mr. Gildea said the town council
must approve all settlements in legal
matters.
Town Councilman Tom Bigosinski
was the only town council member to
go on record, saying, “I have heard
nothing about that (a seven-figure
settlement). I would never support
such an outrageous settlement. And
you can quote me on that.”
Officer Chambers is seeking compensatory and punitive damages and
lawyer fees.
Officer Chambers’ lawyer, Eric
Pennington, did not return a call seeking comment on the case.

members will directly contribute to
their health insurance; an employee
will pay 1 percent of his or her salary,
regardless of the plan, in 2010. That
percentage rises to 1.25 percent in
2011.
The council and CWA have negotiated since November 2007, and came
to a voluntary settlement in October.
Mediation and arbitration were not
necessary.
At the time of agreement, Mr. Gildea

said, “We feel it’s a fair, favorable deal
for the town and the employee… It took
a little longer than usual because of
[finalizing the contribution element of
the deal],” which he said the town is
pursuing with its other unions.
The Westfield firefighters’ contract
expires at the end of this year, while
the police and teamsters’ agreements
expire at the end of 2009.
At the end of the council meeting,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Lance Prepares to Takeover
Seventh Dist. From Ferguson
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – It has been a busy
couple of weeks for Congressman-elect
Leonard Lance as he prepares to take a
seat in the House of Representatives
representing the Seventh Congressional
District.
For the past 17 years, Mr. Lance, a
Republican, has represented the 23rd
Legislative District in the State Legislature. He served in the Assembly from
1991 through 2001 and in the State
Senate since 2002.
“The district is really a microcosm of
the entire nation stretching virtually
from Raritan Bay to the Delaware
River,” Mr. Lance said during an interview in the offices of The Westfield
Leader on Tuesday, December 9.
The district includes a population of
about 700,000, spread across 54 towns
in Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset and
Union Counties. Mr. Lance said all but
100,000 constituents in Hunterdon
County would be new for him. The
legislator will no longer represent Warren County residents.
“I think it’s my responsibility to get
to be better known in those portions of
the district that I have not represented in
the Legislature,” Mr. Lance said. He
said the Seventh District represents 17
towns in Union County including
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Garwood and Cranford.
Mr. Lance said he has hired Todd
Mitchell as his chief of staff for his

Washington, D.C. office staff, as well
as Jean Ashmore, his chief of staff in his
legislative office, and his campaign
managerAmanda Woloshen for his New
Jersey offices. Mr. Mitchell previously
was chief of staff for former Rep. Rob
Simmons (R-CT). Dave Glass, another
former Lance staffer, will serve in his
eastern district office, likely in Union
County.
Mr. Lance will join some 53 other
new members of Congress when the
111th Congress convenes in January.
New members participated in a lottery
system to choose their offices in House
office buildings. Mr. Lance said he
came in 12th out of the 54 members.
“My office in Washington will be on
the second floor of the Canon office
building,” he said. “That is open to the
public and I hope constituents will come
to Washington and visit me at that
location.”
He said he also plans to open two
district offices in New Jersey in
Hunterdon and Union Counties, although those plans are not definite.
When asked about the $15 billion
federal bailout of the United States auto
industry, Mr. Lance said a “complete
analysis of where the money would go”
and protections of taxpayers’ money
should be completed.
“I don’t think these should be grants.
At the very least they should be loans
and perhaps there ought to be some
type of equity interest in the compaCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

NEWLY ELECTED... Congressman-elect Leonard Lance chats with Westfield
Leader editors Christina Hinke, left, and Suzette Stalker in the newspaper’s office
in Westfield last Thursday. On video, which can be viewed at goleader.com, Mr.
Lance discusses the challenges and issues he faces next year in his new position.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

WE’LL TAKE THIS TREE...Westfield Y’s Men volunteer Geoff Hazzard wraps
a Christmas tree for a purchaser at the Y’s Men tree sale on Saturday.

Garwood BOE, Ed. Union
Seek Contract Agreement
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — During Tuesday’s
meeting, the Garwood Board of Education provided an update on the ongoing
negotiations between the board and the
Garwood Education Association over a
new teachers’ contract.
At the November 17 meeting, the
board announced that they had
reached a tentative agreement with
the GEA. Board Negotiations Committee Chairman John Sullivan said
the board had received a scattergram
of salaries and a memorandum of
agreement this week. These preliminary documents were discussed in
executive session on Tuesday night.
“Basically, [the memorandum of
agreement is] the things that we have
agreed upon to come to the tentative
agreement that we now have to sign off
on and vote on as a board,” Mr. Sullivan
said.
Both the GEA and Garwood BOE
will review the memorandum of agreement and provide input and comments
for their respective negotiating committees. Mr. Sullivan did not expect a
settlement to be reached prior to the
holiday break, but was optimistic that a
final contract agreement is forthcoming.
“As much as both sides would like to
see this done immediately, I think it’s
going to take a few weeks,” Mr. Sullivan
said. “I think that we’re moving very
well in the same direction.”
Negotiations between the GEA and
the BOE began in January. The teacher’s
contract, which covers roughly 40 staff
members, expired in June and both
parties applied for mediation in July.
Also on Tuesday, Lincoln School
Principal Mary Emmons said the school
had received a grant for nearly $3,500
from the Education Foundation of
Garwood for “Study Island,” a webbased test preparation program geared
toward the New Jersey Assessment of

Skills and Knowledge (NJ ASK).
“It’s a web-based program that helps
the students study for the NJ ASK,” Ms.
Emmons said. “They practice the skills
they need for the NJASK, the reading,
the writing and, depending on the grade
level, science.”
Ms. Emmons said the program would
be integrated into student’s computer
curriculum initially. The study aid allows teachers to track students’progress
in order to better prepare for the tests.
Students will also be able to access the
program outside of school via the
Internet. Ms. Emmons said the grant
would run through June 2010.
Board members expressed concern
on Tuesday about a bill before the State
Legislature that would change the date
for school board elections. The bill,
Senate Bill 1861, calls for moving
school board elections to November
and eliminates votes on school budgets
unless they exceed the spending cap.
The bill was passed by the assembly in
May and was recently reported from
the Senate Education Committee.
Christine Guerriero, the board’s liaison to the Union County School Boards
Association, said the move would politicize the election and also complicate
the budget process for school districts.
The New Jersey State School Boards
Association opposes the bill.
“Certainly the concern is by moving the school board elections to November it would make it more of a
political election as opposed to something that’s non-partisan,” Ms.
Guerriero said. “That’s definitely
something that we’re going to have to
deal with as a group and as an organization.”
Prior to the meeting, the board held
a small ceremony for the district’s
honor society students. Six students
from grades five through eight were
recognized for achieving “straight
A’s” during the school year’s first
marking period.

Westfield Town Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

members went into executive session; among the items to be discussed
was the FMBA Local 30 (Firemen’s
Mutual Benevolent Association) contract.
Concerning fees raised, the town
passed an omnibus package of fee
increases under the Code Review and
Town Property Committee.
The fee for “C” variances, also
known as bulk variances, will rise.
This type of variance, according to
Town Planner Bill Drew, is the “most
prevalent type of application a town
resident would file.”
A resident would file a “C” variance if, for example, he or she sought
to create an addition on a home that
did not comply with the prevailing
zoning standards.
Currently, a flat $50 fee exists regardless of the amount of variances
filed. Under the new package, a single
variance would cost $150. Those with
multiple variances would pay $95
each.
“We compared ourselves with the
surrounding municipalities,” Mr.
Drew told The Leader earlier this
month, “and found that we were on
the bottom of the list. We decided to
raise our fees so that they’re competitive, not first.”
As part of the omnibus fee package, the ordinance calls for a $1,000
fee to convene a special meeting of
the planning board or board of adjustment, up from $750.
The town will increase its per-property sidewalk permit fee, from $1 to
$10. The fee had not been changed
since the mid-1980s.
According to Acting Town Engineer Kris McAloon, the permit “gives

us an idea of where the work’s occurring and gives our inspector a chance
to make sure everything is done to our
standards.”
The town, while poised to increase
the permit rate at the Lamberts Mill
Road conservation center, had to
abruptly close the hearing and withdraw the ordinance after a resident
critiqued the ordinance’s language.
Cynthia Foulke of Dudley Avenue
noticed that the ordinance stated that
not only will the town impose a higher
yearly permit fee, but “in addition,”
another fee would be charged.
Town Attorney Bob Cockren said
the ordinance was drafted without his
input. He agreed with Mrs. Fouke
that “some ambiguity” does exist. He
said that deferring the matter to January was the “right thing to do.” At that
point, the mayor closed the hearing.
When all is finalized, permits would
cost $65, up from $55. The daily fee,
formerly $15, will be $20.
Two, single-family dwellings on
Rahway Avenue, both currently
owned by Carl and Olga Teschke and
in the process of switching ownership to Daunno Development, will be
demolished in preparation for the creation of Forest Glen Estates, a threelot subdivision on a cul-de-sac off of
Rahway Avenue. The Estates will feature a new road, Forest Glen Court,
which will be exclusive to the three
new homes.
The more-than-half-acre lots will
back up to Tamaques Park and St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church.
The town council will hold its reorganization meeting on Friday, January 2, 2009, at 6 p.m. at the municipal
building.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS... Volunteers from the Knights of Columbus
set up a nativity scene in front of the Westfield train station Saturday morning.

nies,” Mr. Lance said. “We simply cannot subsidize any aspect of the American economy. We have to have a realistic plan so that these companies can
continue to exist.”
He said the three automakers, General Motors, Ford and Chrysler, should
have done more to produce energyefficient vehicles.
When asked whether the automakers
should go into chapter 11-bankruptcy
protection instead of receiving a bailout, Mr. Lance said he believes a “full
analysis” is needed to decide whether
chapter 11 would be the best solution.
“There is also a lot of discussion that
there should be new leadership at the
automotive companies,” Mr. Lance said.
“Under no circumstances should there
be bonuses. The pay packages of some
of the top executives really are excessive.”
The Congressman-elect said “greater
regulation of speculation in oil commodities” is needed following last
summer’s $4 per gallon gasoline prices.
“Under no circumstances should we
slack off in our desire to be energy
independent simply because gasoline
prices are lower than they were in the
middle of the summer,” he said. “I think
this country has to become energy independent, not only for economic purposes, but also as a matter of national
security.”
When asked about the Federal
government’s role on foreclosures, Mr.
Lance said the government should “protect the old-fashioned standard way of
mortgages,” namely 30-year, fixed-rate
mortgages. “I favor helping out those
who are in difficulty by perhaps stretching out their mortgages and not having
excessive rates of interest.”
He said an investigation of the credit
rating agencies is warranted. “The
mortgages were bundled into these exotic instruments that I don’t completely
understand and the credit agencies gave
them very high ratings, in some cases,
triple A ratings, and that was clearly
inappropriate,” Mr. Lance said.
On foreign affairs issues, the Congressman-elect said Congress should
enact all of the recommendations made
by the 9/11 Commission.
“I want to give the President of the
United States (George W. Bush) and
(Homeland Security) Secretary Michael
Chertoff credit for what they have done”
in keeping the nation safe from further
attacks. “I am sure history will demon-

strate that there have been potential
attacks on the United States that did not
occur due to the actions of the President
and Secretary Chertoff.”
“I think we have to have greater
diplomacy in the world and I hope our
reputation in the world is enhanced by
the election of President-elect Obama.
Throughout the world he is well respected (and) I intend to work with him
in my capacity as a member of Congress,” Mr. Lance stated.
The Congressman-elect said he hopes
to serve on either the House Budget or
Financial Services Committees and,
perhaps, on the Energy and Commerce
Committee, of which Rep. Mike
Ferguson currently serves. The panel
has jurisdiction of pharmaceutical issues.
“There are more pharmaceutical jobs
in this Congressional district than in
any Congressional district in the United
States,” Mr. Lance said.
Speaking on the arrest of Illinois
Governor Rod Blagojevich, Mr. Lance
said, “What I have heard of this shocks
me that the appointment on an interim
basis of [a] United States Senator could
somehow be for sale…particularly
when the Senate seat in question was
held by the President of the United
States,” he said, noting that 2009 marks
the 200th anniversary of the birth of
Abraham Lincoln, the last President
since Mr. Obama to be elected from
Illinois.
“One would hope that his Senate seat
could be filled in an above board manner,” Mr. Lance said.
On the political side, Mr. Lance said
he considers himself to be a “moderate
Republican” who “believes deeply in
fiscal responsibility,” “environmental
protection,” and that people should decide for themselves “on individual issues of conscience.”
“I would hope that moving forward
we could be united as a party around the
principal issue that binds us together
and that is fiscal responsibility. I think
we (Republicans) lost our way over the
course of this decade…and I think we
have to get back to basics,” Mr. Lance
said. “I favor bipartisan cooperation…
The American people want us in Congress to put country above party.”
He said the New Jersey Congressional delegation, which will be 8-5 in
favor of Democrats, would work together on issues such as port security
and increased aid for Amtrak.

Westfield Board of Education
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tee, a financial aid night, a topic he said
is important in light of the recession,
and offers various services for students,
including career cruising and counselor groups.
He has also worked on better understanding athletic recruiting by planning meetings with coaches and counselors to identify student athletes to
potentially play in college.
Mr. White also said the department
received a grant, which will fund training, a department name change, career
tools for students and a spring barbecue
to talk to juniors, among others.
Ms. Whitaker-Thornton gave an overview of the special service support network, which encompasses a special
education team of 29 teachers, a child
study team and seven para-educators.
The program options are pull-out support/academic lab, a non-credit course
; in-class support, a general education
class; replacement instruction, for students who need more support, and the
departmentalized programs BRIDGE
and The PREP, for students who need
an even more structured and supportive
learning environment.

Three parents also spoke about the
Everyday Math series used in the school
district and how they felt it is not fostering good math skills. They each said
World Class Math better teaches students basic math skills.
Lincoln School kindergarten registration takes place from January 26
through February 5, and appointments
are now being scheduled. Parents should
call (908) 789-4455.
At the next meeting, to be held on
Tuesday, January 13, at 8 p.m. at
Edison Intermediate School, Superintendent of Schools Margaret Dolan
will discuss the redistricting plan.

Mountainside
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The council then moved into executive session.
A special public meeting will take
place on Tuesday, December 23, to
discuss COAH requirements and the
borough’s affordable-housing plan. The
reorganization meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, January 6, at 7 p.m.

Mside BOE Provides $14,000
In Teacher Assistanceships
By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
Mountainside school board approved
$14,000 in tuition assistance for seven
teachers at Marygrove College in Detroit, Mich., the University of Scranton,
Pa., the College of St. Elizabeth in
Convent Station and New Jersey City
University in Jersey City.
Board President Mary Beth
Schaumberg said it “always does my
heart good to see the staff seek extra
education. It benefits not only themselves but the students and the community as well.” The school district offers
full reimbursement of teacher’s tuition
for additional education.
Ms. Schaumberg said Marygrove is
an online college and is accredited by
both the state and federal education
departments.
The board also discussed the performance of an unnamed teacher and its
policy with untenured teachers. School
officials said the unnamed teacher is
alleged to have demonstrated ineffective classroom management skills and
inconsistent teaching habits on three
separate accounts. This is alleged to
have led to misbehavior of certain students and interfered with other students’ learning.
Officials said the teacher was alleged
to have inhibited student’s critical-thinking skills by asking questions that the
teacher did not let the children think
long enough about before providing an
answer. The teacher is required to attend classes and observe other teachers
in a classroom environment.
The board approved to pay the total
expense for all school field trips. In the

spring, Deerfield School has two scheduled field trips, totaling $2,390. In May
2009, two busses will take Grades 5-8
Band to Dorney Park in Pennsylvania,
a $1,740 expense.
Board member Cathy Jakositz questioned this practice, asking if “parents
usually pay for field trips in other districts, why not in Mountainside? We
could use the extra money allocated to
field trips to subsidize other expenses.”
Ms. Schaumberg responded, “The
budget has already been decided, but
that the issue can be addressed at a later
date.”
Ms. Baubles said the district has
requested more books from the town
library to supplement the books available to the students at Beechwood and
Deerfield schools. She said the additional books would improve the students’resources, while financially helping the school system.
The CSA also noted that the New
Jersey Department of Education
(NJDOE) is looking to make preschool
mandatory in all of the state’s school
systems. Specifics of the NJDOE initiative are not yet known. Mountainside
has a preschool called the Peak Program Preschool. In anticipation of potential NJDOE new requirements, the
board will have Peak teachers attend
creativity programs. Also, the board
decided to add seasoned preschool
teachers to the school. Officials said
they did not expect any additional state
funding to pay for this cost.
The next meeting of the board will be
held Tuesday, January 13, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Susan O. Collier Media Center at
the Beechwood School, located at 1497
Woodacres Drive.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

PIPING TUNES...Frank Watson of the Watson Highlanders Bagpipe Band
performs Christmas music and traditional bagpipe tunes for passengers on
Saturday’s Santa Train at the Westfield Train Station.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Tuesday, December 9, Ravi P.
Singhvi, 34, of Westfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on
an outstanding Secaucus motor vehicle warrant in the amount of $150.
He was processed and released after
posting bail.
Thursday, December 11, the manager of a business on South Avenue,
East, reported that a trailer utilized to
store used tires was forcibly entered
and an undetermined number of used
tires was removed.
Thursday, December 11, Scott L.
Edmonds, 31, of Asbury Park was
arrested on the 100 block of Prospect
Street on two Westfield motor vehicle warrants totaling $154. He was
transported to Westfield police headquarters, where he was processed and
released after posting bail.
Thursday, December 11, Marcus
Rawls, 40, of Newark was arrested in
Westfield Municipal Court on four
outstanding criminal warrants from
Elizabeth totaling $2,500. He was
turned over to the Elizabeth Police
Department.
Monday, December 15, an estimated
$2,000 in cash and jewelry was reported stolen from a home on the 1100
block of Lawrence Avenue. Entry was
gained by forcing open a rear door.
Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department confirmed the incident occurred around
the same time as a burglary to a residence on Deer Path in Mountainside,
which occurred in the middle of the
day on Monday. Authorities from the
two municipalities are continuing to
investigate.
Mountainside
Tuesday, December 9, a resident of
Cedar Avenue reported that someone
made unauthorized charges on his
credit card.
Tuesday, December 9, a resident of
Glen Road reported seeing a suspicious black male wearing glasses in
her back yard. According to police, a
search of the surrounding area did not
produce a suspect.
Friday, December 12, Laura K.
Kowalski, 23, of Berkeley Heights
was arrested and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22, East,
at Glen Road. According to police,
she was also charged with several
moving violations as well as being an
uninsured motorist.
Saturday, December 13, a patron of
a Route 22 theater reported that he
lost his wallet in the parking lot. The
wallet contained identification and
$20 in cash.
Sunday, December 14, Achir
Kalra, 28, of Newark was arrested
and charged with DWI after being
found asleep in his vehicle in a driveway on Old Tote Road. He was involved in a one vehicle hit-and-run
on Oak Tree Road earlier in the
evening, police said. According to
police, he was also charged with
several other violations including
leaving the scene of a motor vehicle
accident, failure to report an accident and consumption of an alcoholic beverage in a motor vehicle.
Monday, December 15, a burglary
was reported at a Deer Path residence
during the middle of the day. The
front door had been forced open, after
which the master bedroom was ransacked and various items of jewelry
were taken. As of press time, the total
value of the missing jewelry had not
been determined.
Captain Richard Osieja of the
Mountainside Police Department confirmed that a boot print had been
recovered from the door of the residence, and that the incident remains

under investigation. He added that
Mountainside police are working with
Westfield authorities, since home burglaries have recently been reported
there as well.
Fanwood
Monday, December 1, a resident of
Poplar Place reported that someone
attempted to open a credit card in his
name without authorization but was
unsuccessful. Police are investigating.
Wednesday, December 3, Katrina S.
Washington-Woma, 39, of Plainfield
was arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Roselle after a field investigation. She was processed and released.
Wednesday, December 3, Sandra
Domino, 49, of East Orange was
arrested for outstanding warrants out
of Bayonne, Mountainside and Newark after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue. She was processed
and turned over to the Bayonne Police Department.
Thursday, December 4, Scott A.
Smith, 40, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after a motor vehicle stop
on Martine Avenue. He was processed
and turned over to a responsible adult.
Monday, December 8, Theodore L.
Clark, 49, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding Fanwood warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed
and turned over to the Union County
jail.
Monday, December 8, Edmund A.
Doku, 34, of North Brunswick was
arrested on an outstanding South Bound
Brook warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road. He was processed
and released.
Tuesday, December 9, Albert E.
Smith, 42, of New Providence was
arrested for an outstanding Clark warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue. He was processed and
released.
Tuesday, December 9, Calvin E.
Roberts, 28, of Plainfield was arrested
on the 100 block of Martine Avenue on
an outstanding warrant out of Clark,
following a field investigation. He was
processed and released.
Monday, December 15, a resident of
MacLennan Place reported that someone broke into her motor vehicle, which
was parked unlocked in her driveway,
sometime between the hours of 8 p.m.
on Sunday, December 14, and 8 a.m. on
Monday, December 15. A GPS system
and a radar detector were removed. The
value of the items stolen is approximately $300.

Optimist Club, Rotary
Distribute Food Baskets
WESTFIELD — Members of the
Westfield Optimist Club and Rotary
Club helped provide holiday food
baskets to 75 local families.
Earlier this month, Rotarians joined
Optimist Club members to distribute
a record number of holiday food baskets to Westfield’s needy families and
then enjoyed a festive holiday breakfast with friends and family.
For nearly 20 years, this has been
an annual community service project
for the Optimist Club of Westfield;
funding for this program comes from
the Optimist Club, Westfield Rotary,
anonymous donors and individual
Optimist and Rotary families who
sponsor baskets.
Among the many who lended their
efforts, Lillian Corsi, Westfield director of Human Services, helped coordinate with all the families in need.
King’s of Garwood helped assemble
food baskets with poinsettias; boxes
of candy were donated by George
Brummer of Brummer’s Candy; Delicious Orchards, an online market,
contributed bags of cookies.

DEAR SANTA...Julia Bell tells her Christmas wishes to Santa at Holy Trinity
Interparochial School’s Annual Breakfast with Santa. This event brings families
from the Westfield and Mountainside campuses together.

Happy Hanukkah
Menorah Lighting Schedule on Page 8
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools
Eye 2009 Budget and Calendar
By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Superintendent of School Margaret Hayes presented her proposal for the 20092010 school year calendar at last
Thursday’s board of education (BOE)
meeting. The school year for students
would begin on September 10, 2009
and end on June 23, 2010. Mrs. Hayes
said it is similar to other districts and
many of them would also be starting
after the late Labor Day.
Board member Betty Anne Woerner
commented that camps usually begin
June 21, which may cause a problem
for parents. Mrs. Hayes said that mov-

ing the close of school that much
earlier in June would have to mean
starting school before Labor Day and
her recommendation would be not to
do that.
The calendar also includes a professional development day for staff
on June 24. Superintendent Hayes
said there would be benefits to scheduling this after school lets out because state testing results are usually
back and also it is a good time for
teachers to reflect on the past school
year while it is fresh in their minds.
The calendar will be voted on at the
December 18 regular public board
meeting.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WILL YOU MARRY ME?...Jim Drewes, a third-generation Fanwood volunteer
firefighter, and an EMT, proposed to Melissa Gassler, also an EMT, on Saturday
morning, December 13, before firemen and Santa delivered Christmas presents
to children throughout Fanwood. She said yes.

FW Approves Use Variance
For K-9 Resorts Expansion
By BETH BUDNICK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The planning board
Tuesday night approved a bifurcated
use variance application sought by
K-9 Resorts, a dog day-care and
boarding facility, to expand into its
next-door neighbor’s building – the
Mattress Factory. The town only
allows one use on any property. K9 Resorts will occupy 2,500 square
feet in the back of the Mattress
Factory’s building. The vacant space
was previously used to manufacture mattresses for the Mattress
Factory.
Because the application sought a
use variance, the applicant would
need five votes in agreement in order to go ahead. Only five of the
seven voting board members needed
for this application were in attendance. The applicants, represented
by attorney Stanley Fink, were unsure of whether to continue pursuing their application because they
would need a unanimous vote.
The applicants were given a
choice of proceeding with voting
on the application Tuesday with only
five voting members, or waiting
until January to present their case to
the board with the hope of more
than five members in attendance.
The applicant and Mr. Fink consulted for over five minutes, at which
point Mr. Fink approached the podium, saying he “apologized for the
time, but it really is a difficult choice.
It’s a gamble, it’s really like being in
Atlantic City.”
“My clients have opted to wait,” he

started, when Steven Parker, the 50percent owner of K-9 Resorts, approached the podium and spoke into
Mr. Fink’s ear. “Nevermind,” Mr. Fink
began again. “My clients have
changed their decision. They have
now opted to move forward.”
Mr. Fink said that the current application was similar to an application
approved “just shy of two years ago.”
That application involved expanding
K-9 Resorts onto the second floor of
the current K-9 Resorts building.
However, constraints such as lifting
heavy construction items up to the
second floor prompted the K-9 Resorts owners to seek the Mattress
Factory space, said Mr. Fink.
Mr. Fink then called his witness,
Ronald Shovlin to the podium. Mr.
Shovlin owns the Mattress Factory
and is a member of the LLC, which
owns the property the Mattress Factory occupies. He said his property
measured 8,200 square feet and he
“didn’t really need the space” the
Mattress Factory would be leasing to
K-9 Resorts, because the Mattress
Factory has begun to outsource some
mattress manufacturing.
All five voting members in attendance approved the K-9 Resorts application. “This isn’t really a gray
area application, and as far as the
second use [K-9 Resorts] goes, it
should be encouraged,” said board
member John Deitch.
Board member John Celardo
agreed, “We’ve already approved an
expansion [on K-9], and I think K-9
Resorts has been a very good citizen
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

HERE COMES SANTA CLAUS...The Fanwood Volunteer Fire Department
escorted Santa on its engine so he could deliver presents to children at their homes
in Fanwood such as these kids at 124 Watson Road. The department has been
doing this service for more than 30 years.

Board Business Administrator Anthony Del Sordi said that budget packets have already gone out to principals and supervisors. Discussing assumptions for the 2009-2010 budget,
he said that principal budget allotments would reflect a 10 percent decrease over the 2008-2009 spending
plan.
Supervisor budgets will reflect a 5
percent decrease over 2008-2009. Mr.
Del Sordi told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times that other assumptions for the 2009-2010 budget are
that medical benefits will increase by
8 to 10 percent, while dental premiums will reflect a 10 percent increase
above 2008-2009 estimates.
In addition, natural gas and electricity will reflect an 8 to 10 percent
increase above anticipated 2008-2009
costs, Mr. Del Sordi said. Staffing, he
said, would be adjusted to reflect
anticipated enrollment trends, and
special education tuition would reflect the most recent state-approved
rates and will anticipate seven additional students. Funding for technology will remain where it currently
stands.
In addition, board members discussed an e-mail that the BOE received from resident Craig Nowlin
regarding board of education meetings not being aired on television
durig prime-time hours. Currently,
meetings are broadcast once in
prime time each week, Board President Trip Whitehouse said.
Board member Rob O’Connor suggested putting the meetings online.
“Setting your schedule around a television show, unless you have TiVo, is
impossible,” he said. “If it was online,
people could watch it when they had
time.”
Superintendent Hayes said that this
idea has been discussed and will continue to be looked into.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) students belonging
to the Students Movement Against
Cancer (SMAC) group were recognized at Thursday’s BOE meeting
for receiving the Nationwide Top
Five Youth Per Capita Award from
the American Cancer Society (ACS)
for their fundraising and involvement in the Relay For Life event.
This marks the third year in a row
that SP-F students have won this
award.
SMAC members were joined in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ALL ABOARD...Santa, Mrs. Claus and their many helpers greet a throng of area riders on New Jersey Transit’s Santa
Train, which departed from Westfield on Saturday.

Bratti Slated to Fill Malool’s Seat
On Scotch Plains Council in 2009
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Dominick
Bratti, a member of the planning
board since 2004, is slated to become the next member of the township council, filling the seat being
vacated by Deputy Mayor Nancy
Malool when she becomes mayor on
January 1.
Mr. Bratti, an attorney who has
lived in Scotch Plains since 1991,
attended the council’s conference
meeting on Tuesday night. He spoke
briefly as the council, in a somewhat
pro forma manner, considered the
three candidates put forth by the local
Republican Party to fill Mrs. Malool’s
seat. He said he hoped to “bring my
experience as an attorney and my
service experience to assist the town.”
Two other names, Jeff Noonan and
Joel Horowitz, were also submitted
for consideration, but neither attended
the meeting.
The council will formally vote on

‘Chippery’ Owner Reflects
On Restaurant’s History
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — After standing on
the same triangular patch of South
Avenue for nearly 38 years, The Seafarer Chippery shut its doors for good
more than a month ago.
Though she admitted it was “a very
sad day,” owner Catherine Cianciulli
said it was just time to close down her
“cozy little shack.”
“Everything has a beginning and
everything has an end and best to
close it down,” she continued.
From her home in California, she said
a combination of factors ultimately led
to the closing of the Fanwood landmark,
including the economy, family illness
and difficulty finding workers. The main
reason though, she said, was that the
rising cost of Atlantic cod made it harder
to maintain the quality of the food, while
keeping prices low for patrons.
“We could have gotten a lot less
quality of fish, but I wouldn’t have
served it,” Ms. Cianciulli said. “It got
to the point where it was just becoming outrageously pricey.”
Ms. Cianciulli, who started the restaurant in 1970 with her brother, Louis
Kudlik, said they decided on a menu
centered on fish and chips because at
the time there were no restaurants in
the area serving the dish. Although she
was unaware of it, Ms. Cianciulli said
Arthur Treacher’s, a similarly themed
fast-food restaurant, opened around
the same time and peoples’ interest in
the traditionally English fare exploded.
“But fish and chips were just coming into fashion at that time. And we
opened with a bang,” Ms. Cianciulli
said, recalling a line of customers
that stretched around the block. “One
customer walked in and said ‘I don’t
know what you’re selling but with all
those people it must be good.’”
Long lines of customers were a
common sight at the eatery, particularly on Fridays during the Lenten
season when many area Catholics

would seek out The Chippery as a
tasty means to comply with the
season’s fasting rules.
“That was definitely our season,”
Ms. Cianciulli said. “We always
looked forward to the Lenten season.
But business was good year-round.”
At one time, Ms. Cianciulli said,
The Chippery was one of six stores
operating simultaneously in the area.
The Fanwood location was the flagship store and the last to close.
Catherine O’Brien, Ms. Cianciulli’s
niece, had been running the restaurant for the last four years.
“She had been working in The
Chippery prior to that, but she took
over in running it when I moved to
California,” Ms. Cianciulli said.
A long-time Scotch Plains resident, Ms. Cianciulli said her favorite
memories of the restaurant are the
employees and devoted customers
who were a part of its history. She
said many of the workers through the
years were students and she was proud
the store was “a small part of them
getting their education because obviously they were working, a lot of
them, to pay for their own education.”
She also said she regretted not being
able to show her appreciation for the
loyalty of The Chippery’s customers.
“I would have liked to close with
notice that we were going to close and
do something to let my customers
know how much I appreciated them all
through the years because they were
wonderful, and so many of them fond
memories,” Ms. Cianciulli said.

Holiday Deadlines
The Christmas and New Year’s editions of The Times will be published a
day earlier for the December 25 and
January 1 issues. The paper will be
printed on Tuesdays and mailed on
Wednesdays. Please send your submissions by the Friday beforehand for
those issues. Advertising submittals
should also be made earlier.

Mr. Bratti’s candidacy at its January 1
reorganization meeting, at which Mrs.
Malool will assume the mayoralty
and Republican Mary DePaola will
be sworn in as a council member.
At Tuesday’s meeting, Mrs. Malool
announced a change in the council’s
meeting schedule for 2009 where
conference and regular meetings will
be held back-to-back every other Tuesday night instead of the weekly meetings alternating between conference
and regular sessions that have been

the practice for many years. “I think
we can accomplish in two weeks what
we accomplish in four,” she said, adding that holding double meetings on
the second and fourth Tuesdays of
each month would allow more time
for ordinances to be prepared and for
any questions and concerns about
matters under discussion to be more
completely addressed and answered,
while also “freeing up time in our
own lives.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Lance Prepares to Take Over
7th District From Ferguson
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – It has been a busy
couple of weeks for Congressmanelect Leonard Lance as he prepares to
take a seat in the House of Representatives representing the Seventh Congressional District in January.
For the past 17 years, Mr. Lance, a
Republican, has represented the 23rd
Legislative District in Trenton.
“The (Seventh) district is really a
microcosm of the entire nation stretching virtually from Raritan Bay to the
Delaware River,” Mr. Lance said during
an interview in the offices of TheWestfield
Leader on Tuesday, December 9.
The district includes a population of
about 700,000, spread across 54 towns
in Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset
and Union Counties. Mr. Lance said
all but 100,000 constituents in
Hunterdon County would be new for
him. The legislator will no longer represent Warren County residents.
“I think it’s my responsibility to get
to be better known in those portions
of the district that I have not represented in the Legislature,” Mr. Lance
said. He said the Seventh District
represents 17 towns in Union County
including Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Mountainside, Garwood

and Cranford.
Mr. Lance said he has hired Todd
Mitchell as his chief of staff for his
Washington, D.C. office staff, as well
as Jean Ashmore, his chief of staff in
his legislative office, and his campaign manager Amanda Woloshen for
his New Jersey offices. Mr. Mitchell
previously was chief of staff for
former Rep. Rob Simmons (R-CT).
Dave Glass, another former Lance
staffer, will serve in his eastern district office, likely in Union County.
Mr. Lance will join some 53 other
new members of Congress when the
111th Congress convenes in January.
New members participated in a lottery
system to choose their offices in House
office buildings. Mr. Lance said he
came in 12th out of the 54 members.
“My office in Washington will be
on the second floor of the Canon
office building,” he said. “That is
open to the public and I hope constituents will come to Washington
and visit me at that location.”
He said he plans to open two district offices in Hunterdon and Union
Counties, although those plans are
not definite.
When asked about the $15 billion
federal bailout of the United States
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

NEWLY ELECTED... Congressman-elect Leonard Lance chats with Scotch PlainsFanwood Times editors Christina Hinke, left, and Suzette Stalker in the newspaper’s
office in Westfield last Thursday. On video, which can be viewed at goleader.com,
Mr. Lance discusses the challenges and issues he faces next year in his new
position.

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3, 9
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-9

Obituary ........ 8
Education ...... 16
Sports ............ 11-14

Real Estate .... 11-15
Classifieds .... 15
A&E .............. 17-18

Page 10

Thursday, December 18, 2008

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Councilman Walsh Honored
For 21 Yrs. on FW Council
Walsh has served, among his other
duties, as chairman of the public safety
FANWOOD — Democratic Coun- committee and police commissioner.
Asw. Stender said, “It’s been an
cilman Bruce Walsh, who decided
not to run for re-election last month, honor and a privilege to know you
was honored by his colleagues and and work with you.”
Noting that Mr. Walsh would no
Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD22, Fanwood) with a resolution at this longer devote his time to council and
month’s regular mayor and council committee meetings, Mrs. Stender
said, “Your family’s gain
meeting.
is our loss.”
Mayor Colleen Mahr
Borough Attorney
said Mr. Walsh moved to
Dennis Estis recalled first
Fanwood 21 years ago
meeting Mr. Walsh in
and served as a council1997 at a party held at
man from 1988 until
Mr. Estis’ home, at which
1990, then again from
Mr. Walsh was ap1993 until 1998, before
proached about possibly
returning to the governrunning for a council seat.
ing body for his current
“And he immediately
term that began in 2006.
said ‘yes,’” Mr. Estis reMayor Mahr said, as a
called, noting Mr. Walsh’s
result of working with
Bruce Walsh (D)
willingness to serve his
Councilman Walsh on
issues ranging from downtown rede- community.
In thanking his colleagues, Mr.
velopment and affordable housing to
historic preservation and public safety, Walsh pointed to the importance of
“A strong partnership formed in “volunteerism and service.”
“The reward of doing this…is dofriendship and in principle for what
we believe is best for the Borough of ing it,” Councilman Walsh said.
“There has never been a more diffiFanwood.”
The resolution honors Mr. Walsh cult time, in my experience, than now;
“for his thoughtful approach to all the more people that take part in what
we do here, the better chance we have
aspects of municipal government.”
In his current term, Councilman that we’ll succeed.”
By TED RITTER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

HOLIDAY SING ALONG...Carolers entertain visitors in front of the Hetfield
House museum in Mountainside on Sunday.

BOE Discusses Budget Cuts
For 2009 School Year
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

YULETIDE CAROLERS...The Yuletide Carolers serenade shoppers in downtown Westfield on Saturday afternoon with traditional carols. Pictured, from left
left to right, are: Susie Padlow, Rich McNanna and Krista Mazur.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

PIPING TUNES...Frank Watson of the Watson Highlanders Bagpipe Band
performs Christmas music and traditional bagpipe tunes for passengers on
Saturday’s Santa Train at the Westfield Train Station.

Leonard Lance Prepares
To Take Over Cong. District
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

auto industry, Mr. Lance said a “complete analysis of where the money
would go” and protections of taxpayers’ money should be completed.
“I don’t think these should be
grants. At the very least they should
be loans and perhaps there ought to
be some type of equity interest in the
companies,” Mr. Lance said. “We simply cannot subsidize any aspect of the
American economy. We have to have
a realistic plan so that these companies can continue to exist.”
He said the three automakers, General Motors, Ford and Chrysler, should
have done more to produce energyefficient vehicles.
When asked whether the
automakers should go into chapter
11-bankruptcy protection instead of
receiving a bailout, Mr. Lance said he
believes a “full analysis” is needed to
decide whether chapter 11 would be
the best solution.
“There is also a lot of discussion
that there should be new leadership at
the automotive companies,” Mr.
Lance said. “Under no circumstances
should there be bonuses. The pay
packages of some of the top executives really are excessive.”
Mr. Lance said “greater regulation
of speculation in oil commodities” is
needed following last summer’s $4
per gallon gasoline prices.
“Under no circumstances should
we slack off in our desire to be energy
independent simply because gasoline
prices are lower than they were in the
middle of the summer,” he said. “I
think this country has to become energy independent, not only for economic purposes, but also as a matter
of national security.”
When asked about the government’s
role on foreclosures, Mr. Lance said
the government should “protect the
old-fashioned standard way of mortgages,” namely 30-year, fixed-rate
mortgages. “I favor helping out those
who are in difficulty by perhaps stretching out their mortgages and not having
excessive rates of interest.”
He said an investigation of the credit
rating agencies is warranted. “The mortgages were bundled into these exotic
instruments that I don’t completely understand and the credit agencies gave
them very high ratings, in some cases,
triple A ratings, and that was clearly
inappropriate,” Mr. Lance said.
On foreign affairs issues, the Congressman-elect said Congress should
enact all of the recommendations
made by the 9/11 Commission.
“I want to give the President of the
United States (George W. Bush) and

(Homeland Security) Secretary
Michael Chertoff credit for what they
have done” in keeping the nation safe
from further attacks. “I am sure history will demonstrate that there have
been potential attacks on the United
States that did not occur due to the
actions of the President and Secretary Chertoff.”
“I think we have to have greater
diplomacy in the world and I hope our
reputation in the world is enhanced by
the election of President-elect Obama.
Throughout the world he is well respected (and) I intend to work with
him in my capacity as a member of
Congress,” Mr. Lance stated.
The Congressman-elect said he hopes
to serve on either the House Budget or
Financial Services Committees and, perhaps, on the Energy and Commerce Committee, of which Rep. Mike Ferguson
currently serves. The panel has jurisdiction of pharmaceutical issues.
“There are more pharmaceutical
jobs in this Congressional district than
in any Congressional district in the
United States,” Mr. Lance said.
Speaking on the arrest of Illinois
Governor Rod Blagojevich, Mr. Lance
said, “What I have heard of this shocks
me that the appointment on an interim basis of [a] United States Senator could somehow be for
sale…particularly when the Senate
seat in question was held by the President of the United States,” he said,
noting that 2009 marks the 200th
anniversary of the birth of Abraham
Lincoln, the last President since Mr.
Obama to be elected from Illinois.
“One would hope that his Senate seat
could be filled in an above board
manner,” Mr. Lance said.
On the political side, Mr. Lance
said he considers himself to be a
“moderate Republican” who “believes deeply in fiscal responsibility,”
“environmental protection,” and that
people should decide for themselves
“on individual issues of conscience.”
“I would hope that moving forward
we could be united as a party around
the principal issue that binds us together and that is fiscal responsibility. I think we (Republicans) lost our
way over the course of this
decade…and I think we have to get
back to basics,” Mr. Lance said. “I
favor bipartisan cooperation… The
American people want us in Congress to put country above party.”
He said the New Jersey Congressional delegation, which will be 8-5
in favor of Democrats, would work
together on issues such as port security and increased aid for Amtrak.

attendance by the group’s student
presidents Caitlin Campbell and
Diana Ferrante, as well as SMAC
Faculty Advisor Robert Rafferty and
SPFHS principal David Heisey.
A representative from the ACS
was in attendance to present the
students with the award.
“The work that SMAC has done
behind this great event has made a
huge difference in the fight against
cancer, and with the funds they
raised the ACS can offer programs
and services to cancer survivors in
your community,” said Michele
Petrino, ACS Staff Partner, Relay
For Life of Scotch Plains. “I congratulate this amazing group on their
accomplishments and for setting an
example to the youth of our country
on the impact high school students
can have in the fight.”
The award is given to the top five
Relay For Life events with the highest per capita based on net income
and the event must show growth
over the previous year and cannot
decline. Ms. Petrino told The Times.
SMAC raised $120,467, net, she
said.
Superintendent Hayes commended the students for “giving so
much of yourselves and setting such
a great example for others.”
“I’m always proud of our Scotch
Plains-Fanwood students, but in this
particular area, I’m extremely
proud,” board member Linda Nelson
said.

The board approved Thursday the
submission of the Preschool Expansion Plan to the New Jersey Department of Education, which calls for
two full-day programs.
The BOE will meet tonight for a
regular public meeting and again on
Monday, January 12, for a board of
education/PTA Roundtable.

SP Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Thus far, the council plans to hold
a conference meeting on January 6 to
prepare for its January 13 regular
meeting. Its January 13 conference
meeting will prepare for its January
27 regular meeting while the conference meeting earlier that evening will
prepare for its February 10 regular
meeting.

K-9 Resorts
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

in Fanwood.” Board chairman Greg
Cummings said, “I also agree, I think
it’s nice that a business can expand in
this difficult economic time.”
The meeting also marked Mr.
Deitch’s last meeting as a member of
the planning board. “It has been my
pleasure to serve for the last six andand-a-half years,” said Mr. Deitch.
“Looking back, we’ve all done a lot
of work here we can be proud of.”

Mountainside Adds Two
Police Officers to Fill Void
By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUTAINSIDE – The borough council conducted its final regular monthly
meeting on Tuesday for 2008 at the municipal building.
Before retreating to private chambers
to discuss personnel matters, the council
unanimously approved 10 resolutions
without debate.
Top on the list was the appointment of
two new probationary patrolmen to the
Mountainside Police Department. The
new officers will earn a salary of $36,254
over the one-year probationary period.
Both men were hired to fill the positions of two patrolmen who retired this
year. Officials said the hiring brings the
force back up to 22 patrolmen and reduces the department’s dependence on
overtime. The borough incurred over
$100,000 in unexpected overtime costs
this year.
A member of the public asked why
the council had gone ahead with the
hiring given the economic challenges
facing many municipal governments.
Councilman Paul Mirabelli said the hiring of the two officers would save money
when the cost of paying overtime to an
understaffed force is taken into consideration.
“We have been able to shift around
administrative duties,” said Borough Administrator James Debbie, before explaining that adding two patrolmen will position the force well going into 2009 when

a lieutenant is expected to retire. Mr.
Debbie said the borough started the year
with 23 patrolmen and will end it with 22.
Jill Goode, the borough’s chief financial officer (CFO), was given the authority to transfer money set aside in the 2008
budget to address unexpected year-end
budget needs. These transfers include a
transfer of $54,500 to pay salary and
wage shortfalls. This money was slated to
pay for things like streets and roads, group
insurance and fire hydrant service.
Officials said a total of $45,000 of this
transfer would pay for unanticipated police overtime incurred as a result of the
loss of three police officers — the two
officers who retired and one lost due to
injuries sustained in an accident.
In other fiscal matters, the council approved a temporary debt budget in the
amount of $48,234 on the advice of the
CFO. The temporary budget will go to
pay loan principal and interest due before
January 1, 2009.
A motion was approved appointing
Christopher Whyte and Robert Sobocinski
to the Mountainside Volunteer Fire Department.
The council then moved into executive
session.
A special public meeting of the council will take place on Tuesday, December 23, to discuss COAH requirements
and the borough’s affordable housing
plan. The council’s reorganization meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 6,
at 7 p.m.

Mahr Welcomes Business,
Talks FW Redevelopment
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – When Mayor Colleen
Mahr visited Enchantments Gift Shop
earlier in the month to welcome it to its
new 234 South Avenue site, she noted
this marks the beginning of a multi-step
process that will eventually lead to a
focused redevelopment effort in Fanwood,
adding luxury apartments and high-end
stores along South Avenue.
Speaking with The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times, Mayor Mahr commented on the refurbishment of the
former Dean Oil site, vacant for 15 years.
As the mayor writes in The Fanwoodian,
“after years of false starts,” 24 luxury
town homes at the Station Square at
Fanwood will be completed in 2009. The
project stalled after receiving site approval from the planning board in August 2006.

Mayor Mahr said after adhering to
Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) procedures, remediation is “winding down.” She said, “Right now, they’re
finishing up getting rid of the bad soil;
once they do that, they plan on continuing
with the construction.”
The mayor said the borough is also
getting estimates for demolishing the
Livingston-Wilbur property. A fire wall
of the adjacent Station Mews under construction collapsed in May 2007 onto the
property. The borough purchased the
property earlier this year.
“We’re meeting with several developers who may be interested in it,” she said.
“It’s the borough’s intent not to develop
that, but to purchase it so that the industrial use leaves the redevelopment area –
because it doesn’t belong there anymore
– and make a mixed-use building that
complements everything else.”

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SOLD OUT...The Fanwood Lions Club Christmas tree sale, scheduled to run
until December 24, sold out their 470 trees by Sunday, December 14. “People came
out early this year,” Robert McCarthy said. Proceeds from the sale fund scholarships, assist the blind and people with diabetes. Pictured, left to right, are: Chester
Lindsey, Stuart Klein, Robert McCarthy and Phyllis Fischer.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Tuesday, December 9, Ravi P.
Singhvi, 34, of Westfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on
an outstanding Secaucus motor vehicle warrant in the amount of $150.
He was processed and released after
posting bail.
Thursday, December 11, the manager of a business on South Avenue,
East, reported that a trailer utilized to
store used tires was forcibly entered
and an undetermined number of used
tires was removed.
Thursday, December 11, Scott L.
Edmonds, 31, of Asbury Park was
arrested on the 100 block of Prospect
Street on two Westfield motor vehicle warrants totaling $154. He was
transported to Westfield police headquarters, where he was processed and
released after posting bail.
Thursday, December 11, Marcus
Rawls, 40, of Newark was arrested in
Westfield Municipal Court on four
outstanding criminal warrants from
Elizabeth totaling $2,500. He was
turned over to the Elizabeth Police
Department.
Monday, December 15, an estimated $2,000 in cash and jewelry
was reported stolen from a home on
the 1100 block of Lawrence Avenue.
Entry was gained by forcing open a
rear door.
Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department confirmed the incident occurred around
the same time as a burglary to a residence on Deer Path in Mountainside,
which occurred in the middle of the
day on Monday. Authorities from the
two municipalities are continuing to
investigate.
Mountainside
Tuesday, December 9, a resident of
Cedar Avenue reported that someone
made unauthorized charges on his
credit card.
Tuesday, December 9, a resident of
Glen Road reported seeing a suspicious black male wearing glasses in
her back yard. According to police, a
search of the surrounding area did not
produce a suspect.
Friday, December 12, Laura K.
Kowalski, 23, of Berkeley Heights
was arrested and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22, East,
at Glen Road. According to police,
she was also charged with several
moving violations as well as being an
uninsured motorist.
Saturday, December 13, a patron of
a Route 22 theater reported that he
lost his wallet in the parking lot. The
wallet contained identification and
$20 incash.
Sunday, December 14, Achir Kalra,
28, of Newark was arrested and
charged with DWI after being found
asleep in his vehicle in a driveway on
Old Tote Road. He was involved in a
one vehicle hit-and-run on Oak Tree
Road earlier in the evening, police
said. According to police, he was also
charged with several other violations
including leaving the scene of a motor vehicle accident, failure to report
an accident and consumption of an
alcoholic beverage in a motor ve-

hicle.
Monday, December 15, a burglary
was reported at a Deer Path residence
during the middle of the day. The
front door had been forced open, after
which the master bedroom was ransacked and various items of jewelry
were taken. As of press time, the total
value of the missing jewelry had not
been determined.
Captain Richard Osieja of the
Mountainside Police Department confirmed that a boot print had been
recovered from the door of the residence, and that the incident remains
under investigation. He added that
Mountainside police are working with
Westfield authorities, since home
burglaries have recently been reported
there as well.
Fanwood
Monday, December 1, a resident of
Poplar Place reported that someone
attempted to open a credit card in his
name without authorization but was
unsuccessful. Police are investigating.
Wednesday, December 3, Katrina
S. Washington-Woma, 39, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding warrant out of Roselle after
a field investigation. She was processed and released.
Wednesday, December 3, Sandra
Domino, 49, of East Orange was arrested for outstanding warrants out of
Bayonne, Mountainside and Newark
after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue. She was processed and turned
over to the Bayonne Police Department.
Thursday, December 4, Scott A.
Smith, 40, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after a motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue. He was
processed and turned over to a responsible adult.
Monday, December 8, Theodore L.
Clark, 49, of Newark was arrested on
an outstanding Fanwood warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He was processed and turned over to the Union
County jail.
Monday, December 8, Edmund A.
Doku, 34, of North Brunswick was
arrested on an outstanding South
Bound Brook warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He was
processed and released.
Tuesday, December 9, Albert E.
Smith, 42, of New Providence was
arrested for an outstanding Clark
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue. He was processed
and released.
Tuesday, December 9, Calvin E.
Roberts, 28, of Plainfield was arrested
on the 100 block of Martine Avenue on
an outstanding warrant out of Clark,
following a field investigation. He was
processed and released.
Monday, December 15, a resident
of MacLennan Place reported that
someone broke into her motor vehicle, which was parked unlocked in
her driveway, sometime between the
hours of 8 p.m. on Sunday, December
14, and 8 a.m. on Monday, December
15. A GPS system and a radar detector were removed. The value of the
items stolen is approximately $300.

Chambers’ Lawsuit Heads
To Court February 9
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Town Administrator
Jim Gildea said the town has not settled
a sexual-harassment lawsuit brought by
Police Officer Sandy Chambers. Rumors had listed a settlement in the sevenfigure range.
In the six-count lawsuit, officer
Chambers alleges that “during a twoyear period, [former Westfield Police
Chief Bernard Tracy] regularly called
[officer] Chambers at home, during
non-working hours and late into the
evening” and that Mr. Tracy invited
Officer Chambers “to call him on his
personal cell phone.”
Officer Chambers, a Plainfield resident, has been employed by the Westfield
Police Department since 1995.
Officer Chambers said that she attended a law-enforcement convention
in Washington, D.C., in 2003 with Mr.
Tracy.
“While at the convention, Chief Tracy
commented to Detective Chambers and
others that she was not spending enough
time with him, and he felt that she had
‘abandoned’ him,” according to the lawsuit. She also alleged that Chief Tracy
“intimated that he was hopeful that while
they were at the convention, he and
Detective Chambers could become even

better friends.”
Detective Chambers charged later in
the complaint that she “was treated differently because she would not engage
in inappropriate sexual conduct with
Chief of Police Bernard F. Tracy.”
When asked about the case, Mr. Gildea
said the lawsuit had not been settled, and
the town was prepared for a court trial.
“There has been no settlement in this
matter whatsoever, and the new court
date is February 9,” Mr. Gildea told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on Thursday, December 11. A spokesperson for
the civil division of the Superior Court
also said the matter had not been settled.
The case had originally been scheduled
for trial on Monday, December 1.
Mr. Gildea said the town council must
approve all settlements in legal matters.
Town Councilman Tom Bigosinski
was the only town council member to go
on record, saying, “I have heard nothing
about that (a seven-figure settlement). I
would never support such an outrageous
settlement. And you can quote me on
that.”
Officer Chambers is seeking compensatory and punitive damages and
lawyer fees.
Officer Chambers’ lawyer, Eric
Pennington, did not return a call seeking
comment on the case.
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Residents Made Difference
In Denial of Cell Tower

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Obama Designates Jackson
To Head EPA in Washington
President-elect Barack Obama
has named former New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Commissioner Lisa
Jackson as his designee to head the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), according to news reports.
The post is the same that former
Governor Christine Whitman held
in the Bush Administration. Ms.
Jackson currently serves as Governor Jon Corzine’s chief of staff.
She had worked for the EPA for 19
years.
Auto Industry Bailout Fails
In Senate; Bush Intervenes
President George W. Bush and
his administration are considering
using some of the $700 billion Wall
Street bailout funds to keep the U.S.
auto industry afloat. This comes
after a $14 billion aid package failed
in the U.S. Senate after the United
Auto Workers (UAW) union refused
to take pay cuts as demanded by
Republicans, according to news reports. The union’s contract expires
in 2011.
Republicans refused to back aid
for General Motors, Ford and
Chrysler without a guarantee that by
the end of next year the UAW agrees
to wage cuts to bring their pay into
line with U.S. plants of Japanese
carmakers.
Governor Charged With Trying
To Sell Obama’s Senate Seat
Federal authorities last week subpoenaed documents from Tribune
Co. as they probe whether or not
second-term Illinois Governor Rod
Blagojevich and his chief of staff,
John Harris, conspired to pressure
the company to fire members of the
Chicago Tribune editorial board, according to Editor & Publisher.
Blagojevich and Harris were arrested on December 9 on federal corruption charges for attempting to sell
the United States Senate seat being
vacated by President-elect Barack
Obama. The governor was to have
appointed a successor to Mr. Obama’s
Senate seat. CNN reported that
Blagojevich was released on $4,500
bail. Each was charged with a count
of conspiracy to commit mail and
wire fraud and a count of solicitation
of bribery, according to the CNN
report.
The calls for the Governor to re-

sign have come from Mr. Obama,
Illinois Lieutenant Governor
Patrick Quinn, a Democrat, Senator Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) and National Democratic Party Chairman
Howard Dean. Mr. Quinn has asked
the Illinois Legislation to immediately begin impeachment proceedings if Blagojevich does not resign.
Mulcahy Fired As Rutgers’
A.D. Amid Unchecked Spending
Rutgers University has fired the
school’s athletic director, Robert
Mulcahy, amid allegations of secret
financial deals with Scarlet Knights’
head football coach Greg Schiano.
The Star Ledger has conducted an
investigative series where it is alleged “hundreds of thousands of dollars” of unchecked budget spending
for “contract enhancements” to the
coach. Meanwhile, the paper said Mr.
Mulcahy was paid $341,000, plus a
$60,000 performance bonus and
membership to Baltusrol Golf Club
in Springfield.
Camden County Clerk
To Replace Adler in Senate
Camden County Clerk James
Beach will replace Congressmanelect John Adler in the State Senate,
according to poltickernj.com. Mr.
Beech, a former two-term Camden
County Freeholder, has served as
county clerk since 1995. Mr. Beach
would have to win a special election
convention, but he is not expected to
face any opposition, according to
the report. Governor Jon Corzine
would then appoint a new Camden
County clerk.
Republican Assembly members
Michael Doherty and Marcia
Karrow are battling to be appointed
by the GOP to the 23rd Legislative
District Senate seat being vacated
by Congressman-elect Leonard
Lance.
Freehold Cuts Salaries
For ‘Unaccredited’ Degrees
The Freehold Regional High
School District has cut the salaries of
two staffers because they had received
doctoral degrees from unaccredited
colleges, the Asbury Park Press reported.
State Legislation currently under
consideration in Trenton would require such degrees be from statelicensed universities or those approved by the U.S. Department of
Education.

‘TIS THE SEASON TO BE JOLLY…Union County Freeholder Vice-Chairman
Alex Mirabella and Freeholders Bette Jane Kowalski (second from right) and
Deborah Scanlon join Santa and Mrs. Claus at Union County’s annual Nature Craft
Show and Holiday Lights Celebration at the Watchung Reservation in Mountainside.

Board Denies Permit to
Home-based Limo Business
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s zoning board of adjustment
unanimously turned down an application for a temporary operating permit
that would have allowed a Warren Street
resident to operate his limousine business from his home.
Robert Margeotes was denied the
permit after a hearing of nearly 90
minutes that saw half-a-dozen neighbors speak out in opposition to the
application. Mr. Margeotes utilizes
one, six-passenger van at present to
transport clients to and from the airport and local train stations and also
drives seniors citizens to and from
various appointments. He told the
board he has one employee who drives
the van during the evening hours,
while he primarily operates the vehicle during the daytime.
Neighbors, during the public comment section of December 4 hearing,
complained that Mr. Margeotes, despite his claim to the contrary, often
parks his large van on the relatively
narrow street, making it difficult for
cars traveling in opposite directions
to safely pass each other. Other neighbors complained about litter from
drivers employed by Mr. Margeotes
and about late night comings and

We would like to wish our patients and their families a very Merry Christmas,
Happy Holidays and a Healthy New Year! Our success is a direct result
of having terrific patients who have helped our practice grow by their referrals
of family and friends and their continued support. We recognize that
they have many choices when it comes to their dental care
and we are very grateful that they chose us.
May our community experience the joy and magic of the
season and throughout the coming year.
Sincerely,
Dr. Merriman and Staff
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goings by Mr. Margeotes’ drivers
when dropping the van back at his
house after their work for the evening
is completed. Warren Street resident,
Lance Jacobs, said his 15-year-old
daughter was uncomfortable walking to nearby friends’ homes at night
when Mr. Margeotes’ drivers, who
Mr. Jacobs described as “unsavory”
and “undesirable,” were sitting in their
cars parked on Warren Street.
“I implore you to retain the character” of the neighborhood, Warren
Street resident Jackie Kaufman said.
Board member Mary DePaola said,
“A business in a residential neighborhood is a detriment.” Board member
Rich Duthie said enforcing any conditions of a temporary operating permit
would be “difficult at best.” Board
member Ken Anderson asked his colleagues that if Mr. Margeotes were
appearing before the board seeking to
renew his permit, “would we approve
an extension given what was heard
unanimously from the neighbors?”
Board member Chris Abeel said
the Warren Street residents “have a
right to maintain the quiet enjoyment
of their residences.”

Corzine Signs Bills
TRENTON – Gov. Jon Corzine has
signed the following bills into law: A562, establishes pilot program to transfer surplus state motor vehicles to certain non-profit organizations; A-1113/
S-1898, reduces notice that school districts are required to give superintendents if the district determines not to
reappoint the superintendent; A-1498/
S-564, requires information be given to
next of kin of relatives killed or incapacitated in motor vehicle accidents,
and caps certain abandoned vehicle storage fees.
Also signed were: A-2232/S-1768,
permits siting of New Jersey Hall of
Fame project anywhere in the state, and
A-2731/S-1908, permits municipalities
and counties to make certain traffic engineering decisions without Department of
Transportation (DOT) approval.

CRANFORD — The earnest voice
of residents weighed on the township
zoning board of adjustment’s unanimous, Monday, December 8, decision
to reject a 120-foot cell tower monopole proposed in a residential neighborhood at the Cranford Swim Club.
The 10-hearing heated debate between the applicant, SMSA Limited
Partnership, consisting ofVerizon Wireless, AT&T and T-Mobile, and a team
of Westfield and Cranford residents
represented by their attorney John
Schmidt, had heard testimony by the
applicant’s radiofrequency expert Glenn
Pierson citing a gap in coverage.
Board member Christopher Drew
told The Westfield Leader that after
hearing testimony by residents at the
November meeting that cited their
own test of cell phone service in the
“gap” that showed they could make
calls inside buildings and outside
without a problem that, “I think you
have to trust the people on the ground.
Who better to judge than the folks
who are affected by it?”
“Based on testimony I felt it was
the right thing to do,” he said. The
application sought seven variances,
including use, height and setback. “It
was way too much all the way around.
A bad place, a bad project and, quite
frankly, I’m very happy for the residents.”
Jo Ann Neylan told The Leader she
and Vicki Kimmins attended the meetings to support the Westfield residents as second ward representatives
of the Westfield Town Council.
“We’re happy that the residents
were satisfied [by the board’s decision to deny the application]. We just
hope that the technology in the future
is as such that they don’t have to have
so many cell towers around,” Ms.
Neylan said.
Ms. Kimmins said the zoning board
“really listened to the residents. How
it affected them personally — it really counted... All those voices together really made a difference,” she
said. “I think the decision was a correct one. Too close to a residential
area and too close to a park.”
Robert Hellenbrecht, chairman of
the Cranford board, said, “My belief
was that there was not a significant
gap in service and weighed against
the detriment, we as a board felt compelled to deny it.”
Mr. Schmidt, in his closing remarks,
said, “The evidence in this case says
the application should be denied.” He
also said when his radiofrequency
expert requested to review the data
that was relied upon for Mr. Pierson’s
evidence of a gap of coverage that
“there was none.”
The applicant’s attorney, Gregory
Meese, said drive test data showing his
applicant having a significant gap in
coverage along Kenilworth Boulevard
and SpringfieldAvenue is updated regularly and is why the old data was erased
and he said the data didn’t change.
Norman Albert, a representative
for the County of Union and a
Cranford resident, asked the board
to consider its “common sense” when
weighing the detriment a cell tower
would have on property values, siding that a tower would decrease the
value of a home.

John Schuvart, a Westfield resident
who, along with his wife Jenny and
son Michael, was among a group of
some 90 people who hired Mr.
Schmidt, said the tower “would have
cost the neighborhood property value
loss… This is almost everybody’s
single investment in their lives.”
“If you want to be in the cell phone
business, you got to pay the price. But
don’t lean on us,” Mr. Schuvart said.
He told The Leader that residents
spent about $40,000 to $50,000 to
battle the case.
“It’s so sad that things are handled
this way, that it puts so much stress on
people, the residents. We have lost
some of our lives, our health. Every
night my last thoughts were ‘how the
heck are we going to fight this cell
tower?’ Isn’t that a shame?” said Mr.
Shuvart, who has owned his home for
over 40 years. “We pay our taxes
every quarter, we’ve been good citizens, we raised our children here. To
be confronted with this in this time in
your life is so sad. Our neighbors are
mostly older. It’s tough. It’s disrupting our lives. It’s going to take us a
while to get over it. My wife says she
doesn’t think she’ll ever get over it.
There is so much they could have
done to make it easier.”
Frank Krause, a Cranford resident,
said the decision to deny the application “certainly was saving the value
of the land” for the residential lots in
Westfield and Cranford surrounding
the proposed site, the swim club property and the Union County Green
Acres parkland.
Cranford resident Marjorie Meise
told the board “before I left today my
daughter, a college student, said to
me ‘you go mom, you bring forth
your voice…, but it’s not going to
change a thing.’” “I said…‘People’s
voices count…’”
In a final statement by Mr. Drew at
last Monday’s hearing, he said to Ms.
Meise, “Please tell her and all of her
friends that they can always make a
difference and that her mom absolutely made a difference today.”
“We’ve (the board) never had the
participation and we’ve never had the
strong opinion of so many residents.
I take that to heart and I take that
serious,” board member Ronald
Marotta said.
“I felt this was an unfair application for the residents to have this
tower behind there homes. No one
else in the state and the country has
experienced this…these people have
been asked an unusual burden,” board
member CarolynYoungs said. “I think
it’s really unrealistic to have these
cell towers within a couple miles of
each other.”
Mr. Meese did not return phone
calls inquiring about his client’s decision to appeal the board’s decision.

GW Council to Hold
Reorg. Meeting Jan. 4
GARWOOD — The annual re-organization meeting of the Garwood
Council will be held Sunday, January
4, at 3 p.m., in the council chambers
of the municipal building, located at
403 South Avenue.
The public is invited and encouraged to attend. For more information,
call (908) 789-0710.
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Computers Being Added
For Unemployed Claims
COUNTY — Union County residents seeking to file claims for unemployment insurance online can get
help from the county’s One-Stop
Career Centers. The One-Stops provide free public access to computers
and many other forms of employment assistance.
The county has posted a link to
filing for unemployment benefits
through its website, ucnj.org. The information may also be accessed
through nj.gov/labor.
There are two One-Stop Centers
serving all Union County residents.
The eastern office is in Elizabeth at
125 Broad Street, 4th floor, and its
phone number is (908) 558-8000.
The western office is located in
Plainfield at 200 West 2nd Street and
can be reached at (908) 757-9090.
Free public computer access is also
available at public libraries.
At Union County’s One-Stop Centers
alone, upwards of 200 people have been
coming in every day for help in filing
claims during the current economic recession, according to county officials.
To meet the increased demand,
county residents filing for unemployment will be given priority use for all
public computers at the One-Stops.
More public computers are being
added. In addition, other activities at
the One-Stops may be shifted in order to free up still more computers for
public use.
Arrangements have been made to
enable persons working on résumés
and jobs searches to use other computers at the One-Stops.
County residents who are already
collecting unemployment benefits
should be aware that the New Jersey
Department of Labor has announced
an expansion of extended unemployment benefits. Persons who are receiving regular benefits are not required to file a separate claim for the
expansion. The Department of Labor
will file automatically on their behalf.

Family Leave Act
Takes Effect Jan. 1
TRENTON — State officials have
announced that employers covered
under the Family Leave Insurance
provisions of the New Jersey Temporary Disability Benefits Law are required by law to post notification
detailing program information and
employee rights to adhere with the
New Jersey Paid Family Leave Act
that becomes effective January 1.
The required poster notification
containing all the information the law
requires employers to make available
to employees can be downloaded by
selecting the poster notification link
at the bottom of this page.
Employers must “conspicuously
display” the notification poster in each
of their workplaces, in a place or
places accessible to all employees by
December 15.
Also, each employee must be provided with a written copy of the notification by December 15, at the time of
an employee’s hiring, whenever an
employee notifies them that he/she is
taking time off “to bond” with a newborn or newly-adopted child or to care
for a seriously ill family member and
upon the first request of an employee.
Officials said the written notification might be electronically transmitted to employees.

Lawmakers Seek More
Time on Housing Plans
TRENTON – Assembly Speaker
Joseph Roberts, Jr. (LD-5, Camden)
and Assembly Housing and Local
Government Chairman Jerry Green
(LD-22, Plainfield) have sent a letter
to the state Council on Affordable
Housing (COAH) asking them to give
municipalities more time to submit
their fair-share housing plans.
COAH has given municipalities until
December 31 to submit their plans.
Mr. Roberts and Mr. Green have
asked COAH to extend that deadline
by at least 90 days. The Assembly
leaders cited changing COAH regulations, the slumping economy and
new wastewater management rules
expected to be adopted early next
year as top reasons for their request.
Meanwhile, Republican State Senator Christopher “Kip” Bateman (LD16, Somerville) has introduced legislation, S-2448, that would expand the
timeline for municipalities to file affordable housing plans with COAH
to June 30, 2009.
“It is clear that most of the 566
municipalities in New Jersey need
more time to comply with the new
and very complex directives from the
COAH,” Mr. Bateman stated. “The
Legislature also needs more time to
better balance residential and commercial development with serious environmental challenges and the need
for affordable housing in the state.”
The legislation would extend the
deadline for municipalities filing a
fair-share housing plan from December 31, 2008, to June 30, 2009, at
noon.

Businesses Eligible
For New State Grants
TRENTON — Gov. Jon Corzine
has announced that as part of the
state’s new Invest NJ law, New Jersey
companies will be eligible for a $3,000
grant for each new job they create. In
addition, companies can receive
grants equal to 7 percent of any qualified capital investment over $5,000
through January 1, 2011. Anyone interested in applying for these grants
should contact the New Jersey Economic Development Authority at
(609) 292-1800 or visit njeda.com.
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Store Open
Sunday

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars

VISIT OUR
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

Debit
Cards
Super Coupon

The Marketplace...
A pastuerized cow, sheep and
goat’s milk cheese from the
langhe hills in the piedmont
region of Italy.

Pecorino with
Walnut Leaves

9

99

A pastuerized cow’s milk cheese; made
in northern Italy near Venice. Covered
with hay and aged in wooden barrels.
This savory cheese is rich with hints
of wood, lilac and pear.

18

15

lb.

22

750 ML, LIMIT 6 BTLS., 90-93 PTS. ROBERT PARKER

Domaine du Bois de
SAVE
Saint-Jean
2.00
Vacqueyrus 2006

REG.
19.99 lb.

lb.

Super Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

REG.
26.99 lb.

750 ML, LIMIT 6 BTLS. 90 PTS. WINE SPECTATOR

PERFECT FOR THE HOLIDAYS...

Geografico Toscana
SAVE
Ferraiolo 2004 2.00

Gift Baskets for any Occasion
26

Your
Choice!

19

•Bailey’s Irish Cream
•DiSaronno
•Romana Sambuca
REG. OR BLACK

99

19

750 ML

Cointreau
99

29

750 ML

Molinari Your Choice!
99

•LIMONCELLO
•SAMBUCA
•CAFE

2099

Your
Choice!

31

COFFEE OR CREAM LIQUEUR

21

99

With this coupon. Good at Westfield ShopRite Wines & Spirits only.
Effective Wed., Dec. 10 thru Sat., Dec. 27, 2008.

We’ll help you create the perfect basket for family and friends!

Liqueur
• Frangelico (750 ML) •B&B
•Chambord
• Licor 43 (750 ML)
•Drambuie
Your
99
• Pama (750 ML)
Choice!
POMEGRANTE LIQUEUR
750 ML
• Stock(1L)
Grand Marnier
LIMONCE LIMONCELLO
99
• Starbuck’s (750 ML)
750 ML

23

99

With this coupon. Good at Westfield ShopRite Wines & Spirits only.
Effective Wed., Dec. 10 thru Sat., Dec. 27, 2008.

99

99

REG.
22.99 lb.

lb.

Vento
D’Estate

Speziato
al Tartufo

99

REG.
12.99 lb.

lb.

All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

A raw sheep’s milk cheese from A cow’s milk cheese rubbed with
truggle dust and hints of cinnamon
the Emilia Romagna region
and nutmeg from Italy.
of Italy.

Langa
La Tur

Prices effective through
Sat., Dec. 27, 2008
Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

The items
below are
on Sale!

Kahlua
99

17

750 ML

750 ML

Cognacs

Remy
Martin
ALL 750 ML

11499
99
VSOP 35
XO

Fransac
Extra

De Laroche

25-Year Old

19 24 49
99
Debriac XO 29

49

750
ML

750
ML

VS
99

99
750
ML

VSOP
99

XO
99
750
ML

Smoking
Loon

Moselland
Riesling

Auslese

ALL TYPES

Spatlese

9

99

750
ML

39
Moet & Chandon
3399
Piper Heidsieck
3299
La Marca
1099
BRUT YELLOW LABEL
CHAMPAGNE

99

IMPERIAL NV

750
ML

750
ML

•BRUT •X-DRY

750
ML

PROSECCO

750
ML

Ketel One
99
REG. OR
CITROEN

37

1.75 L

White
Zinfandel

Pinot Grigio

41

99

750
ML

•SAUVIGNON
BLANC
•WT. ZINFANDEL

750
ML

Grey Goose Vodka
99
REG. OR
750
FLAVORED

28

ML

VODKA
99
Belvedere 28 750
ML
Exact
99
DISTILLED 5 TIMES

Van Gogh
ALL TYPES

24
2499
1999
1999
1999
1299

1.75 L
750
ML

Iceberg
Svedka
Olifant
Majorska
BOURBON
Woodford
Reserve
Knob
Creek
Gentleman
Jack SOUR MASH
Jim Beam
WHITE
LABEL

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

28
2799
2599
99

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

2699

1.75 L

17
Domaine Chandon
1499
M&R Asti
1099
Korbel
1099
Villa Malena
1099
Freixenet
899
750
ML

•BRUT •BLANC DE NOIR

750
ML

•BRUT • X-DRY
•BRUT ROSE

750
ML

PROSECCO

750
ML

CORDON NEGRO

750
ML

SHERRY

1.75 L

OR GOLD

Macallan

99
750

Glenfiddich
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT

5-YEAR OLD
BLEND

750
ML

•Chardonnay . . . . .

99

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

12-YEAR OLD

750
ML

BRADAN ORACH

750
ML

1.75 L

Franzia 5 L BOXES
VINTNER SELECT

•OLD WORLD
HOUSE WINE
CLASSICS
FAVORITES •FIRST CRUSH

99

Mondavi
Napa

ALL 750 MLS

•Cabernet . . . . . . . .
•Pinot Noir . . . . . . .
•Merlot

1999
1899
1599
1499
1399

...........

•Chardonnay

.....

•Fume Blanc . . . . .

1.75 L

GIN

2499

Hendrick’s

2699

1.75 L

750 ML

SILVER . . . .

Plymouth

REPOSADO .

Gordon’s

369999
3999
42

AÑEJO . . .

WHISKIES
Jameson

3599
Black Bush
2799
99
Crown Royal 22

12-YEAR OLD
IRISH WHISKEY

750
ML

IRISH WHISKEY

750
ML

RUM
Canadian
99 Club
Captain Morgan 261.75
L
SPICED RUM
Seagram’s
Isla de Rico
•WHITE •GOLD
99 7 Crown
18
•SPICED •COCONUT

750
ML

1.75 L

ALL 750 MLS

34
3399
Pig’s Nose
2999
Dewar’s
2899
Speyburn
1999
99
Clan MacGregor 15
BLENDED
SINGLE MALT

•Merlot . . . . . . . . . . . .
•Sauvignon
Blanc . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

35

Patron

ML

•Pinot Noir . . . . . . . .

750
ML

38

1.75 L

GOLD OR
SILVER . . . . . . . . . . . . .

750
ML

Jack Daniels
99

José Diego

12 YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT

Sheep Dip

20

2199
1999

José Cuervo
99
GOLD

TEQUILA

SCOTCH

41

750
ML

Bacardi Rum
99
LIGHT

Jameson
99

41

27

750
ML

4L

19
1799
1499
1299
1199

•Cabernet . . . . . . . . .

375
ML

2999

99
1899
99
13
11
99
14 Opici
1399
1299 1099 1299

KNIGHT’S VALLEY

3999
1299
•Harvey’s
99
Bristol Cream 11

•Erben Eiswein
•Dry Sack

GIN

1.75 L

•Modus

Black
Swan

ALL 750 MLS

11

LABEL

1.5 L

Beringer
Napa

99

99

Tanqueray #10
99

RISERVA DUCALE

99

HOMEMADE
BARBERONE

ALL 750 ML
•FINE RUBY
FOUNDERS
•FINE TAWNY
RESERVE

Johnnie Walker
99
RED

IRISH
WHISKEY

SAUVIGNON
BLANC

1.5 L

14

RISERVA DUCALE

1.5 L

CHARDONNAY

Sandeman Ports

750
ML

•Gold Chianti

750
ML

ALL TYPES

•CABERNET
•MERLOT

Dessert Wines
99

ALL 750 MLS

99

11

(AND ALL
OTHER TYPES)

750
ML

Ruffino
•Tan Chianti

Sterling
Napa ALL 750 MLS

1199
999

ML

4

99

375
ML

•CABERNET
•SHIRAZ
•CHARDONNAY •MERLOT
•PINOT GRIGIO
•PINOT NOIR
•RIESLING
•ZINFANDEL
1.5 L

99
750

29

750
ML

Vidal
Ice
Wine

Moet & Chandon
Dom Perignon 13499 Banfi ROSA REGALE
Veuve Clicquot

19

Pinot
Grigio

Bella Sera

Sparkling Wines & Champagnes
750
ML

8

99

Beringer

15
1099
999

•KABINETT
•RIESLING
•PINOT NOIR

750
ML

All
Types

Woodbridge

IMPORTED FROM
GERMANY

California
Wines

9

99

Santa
Margherita

Inniskillin

Erben
Blackstone

ALL 750 ML

750
ML

1799

1.75 L

17

99

1.75 L

2199
1699
750
ML

1.75 L

Johnnie
Walker
Family of Scotches

GREEN

GOLD

15-YR. OLD

18-YR. OLD

4499 6999
750
ML

750
ML

BLUE

BLACK

LABEL

12-YR. OLD

184 58
99
750
ML

99
1.75 L

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 So. Ave. East, Westfield, N.J., (908) 232-8700. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES
AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Dec. 10 thru Sat., Dec. 27, 2008. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Artwork does not necessarily
represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

Beer IsOurAt Everyday

LOW DISCOUNTED PRICE!
We Carry the Largest Selection of Imported &
Domestic Beer: MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE IN

NEW JERSEY!
Discounts
Mixed
Mixed
Available On: Cases Cases
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS) of Wine of Spirits

ALL STORES
OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:
®

Debit
Card

Page
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No Stomach to Tackle the Ills of
Political Correctness (Oxymoron)
This time of year, we seem to have our share
of house fires. There were recent fires of homes
in Cranford, Garwood, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. Fortunately, no one was killed or
seriously injured in these incidents. In nearby
urban areas, people have been killed.
Faulty electrical systems are frequently reported as a cause, although we do not have the
data to know exactly the reason for fires in
homes during early winter. But it makes sense
that the start of cold weather creates strain on
housing heating and electrical systems that have
probably been left alone for some time, and not
inspected.
Monday, a near disaster occurred in Summit.
The town is the highest income municipality in
the county, but it has its slums and slumlords.
Thirty-five to 40 persons were left homeless
when a two-family house was destroyed by fire.
That is correct -- 35 to 40 left homeless by one
house fire!
Summit Fire Chief Joseph Houck said
firefighters responded in about two minutes,
along with the Summit Police Department.
Firefighters from Millburn, Springfield, Union
and Westfield were on the scene, and Elizabeth,

Cranford and Plainfield provided station coverage. Ambulances from Summit, Chatham,
Springfield and Union were also on hand.
The house was rented to two families from
Mexico. Seems to us that the dwelling was way
overcrowded and the Summit housing inspection system failed.
How could this many people be permitted to
live in one house? Mayor Jordan Glatt, please
tell us how this is possible.
According to The Star-Ledger report, the landlord and owner Tam Dang owns at least five
properties in Summit and Mr. Dang is an employee of the Summit Housing Authority.
He was brought to court and fined, the mayor
said. “It’s despicable. He’s thumbed his nose at
us. We’ll really go after him. He deserves the full
extent of the law.”
The firefighters can put out fires, but they can’t
stop the ill-thought political weakness that allows these conditions to exist. Overcrowding
being permitted, lack of accountability by many
involved and greed must not be tolerated. Those
with no stomach to tackle the ills of political
correctness (oxymoron), those willing to turn
their heads — it must be dealt with.

Bah, Humbug! Ebenezer Scrooge;
It’s Not the Ghosts of Christmas
Be not like Ebenezer Scrooge, with his snorting of “Bah, Humbug,” declaring that Christmas
is a fraud. Be neither like his forlorn clerk Bob
Cratchit, who is about to be deprived of Christmas joy, no gift, no holiday. Should you hear all
the bells in your house ringing loudly and fear of
chains clanking while perceiving an eerie red
glow, think not of the supernatural, Marley’s –
the ghosts of Christmas Past, Christmas Present
and Christmas Future.
Think not of the strange voices and sounds
outside – and the banging at your door. Think
not of the winter wind howling, grating and
scratching of the boughs against your windowpanes. Think not of the chilling draft sweeping
from your chimney. Think not of the darkness or
the gusting snow.
Think instead of your friends and family, the
joy of the season and the anticipation of ‘ol St.
Nick – he’ll plug the draft in his descent. For the
chains clanking are likely the harnesses jingling
of the reindeer on your roof, and the eerie red
glow is Rudolph and his nose – his presence

made possible by the warmth of the wintry
snow. The boughs against your windowpanes
are really from the inside, boughs of holly, as
part of the wonderment embodied in symbolism
of your Christmas tree.
The bells ringing at your door do not foretell
of the three ghosts; they are a harbinger of your
neighbors calling with good cheer, laden with
all the fixings for holiday eggnog to dip your
gingerbread man. Their voices caroling are the
sounds outside.
Be in the best of cheer this Christmas season.
Leave cookies and milk for Santa. And if you
know of a Bob Cratchit, then you know of a soul
in need of a thoughtful gift. Lend your voice to
the carolers’ refrain, even though out of practice,
your performance would otherwise bring disdain.
Build a snowman; find the coal for his eyes, a
top hat and carrot for his nose. Join the children
on the block – they’ll show you how.
Be not of fear, be of good cheer. Tis the season
to be jolly.

Yes, Virginia, There Is a Santa Claus
Francis P. Church wrote the following editorial in response to a letter written by Virginia O’Hanlon. The
letter was published in the New York
Sun in 1897.
*****
Dear Editor,
I am 8 years old. Some of my little
friends say there is no Santa Claus.
Papa says, “If you see it in The Sun,
it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is
there a Santa Claus?
Virginia O’Hanlon
*****
Virginia, your little friends are
wrong. They have been affected by
the skepticism of a skeptical age.
They do not believe except they see.
They think that nothing can be which
is not comprehensible by their little
minds. All minds, Virginia, whether
they be men’s or children’s, are little.
In this great universe of ours, man is
a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect
as compared with the boundless world
about him, as measured by the intelligence capable of grasping the whole
of truth and knowledge.
Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.
He exists as certainly as love and
generosity and devotion exist, and
you know that they abound and give
to your life its highest beauty and joy.
Alas! How dreary would be the world
if there were no Santa Claus! It would
be as dreary as if there were no
Virginias. There would be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance
to make tolerable this existence. We
should have no enjoyment, except in
sense and sight. The external light
with which childhood fills the world
would be extinguished.
Not believe in Santa Claus! You
might as well not believe in fairies.
You might get your papa to hire men
to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas eve to catch Santa Claus, but
even if you did not see Santa Claus
coming down, what would that prove?
Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is
no sign that there is no Santa Claus.

The most real things in the world are
those that neither children nor men
can see. Did you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but
that’s no proof that they are not there.
Nobody can conceive or imagine all
the wonders there are unseen and
unseeable in the world.
You tear apart the baby’s rattle and
see what makes the noise inside, but
there is a veil covering the unseen
world which not the strongest man,
nor even the united strength of all the
strongest men that ever lived could
tear apart. Only faith, poetry, love,
romance, can push aside that curtain
and view and picture the supernatural
beauty and glory beyond. Is it all
real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world
there is nothing else real and abiding.
No Santa Claus! Thank God! He
lives and lives forever. A thousand
years from now, Virginia, nay 10 times
10,000 years from now, he will continue to make glad the heart of childhood.

and they would replace the iPod.
The following week, my family and I
were invited to dinner at TGIFridays and
Mr. Simpson personally presented my
son with a brand new iPod Touch and a
$15 iTunes gift certificate for each of my
two sons. Additionally, Mr. Russo presented me with a lovely holiday gift basket filled with goodies. We had a delightful dinner and were treated like royalty.
I write this as a ‘Thank You’ to the
local and worldwide management of
TGIFriday’s and CRWW and mostly as a
thank you for restoring our faith. My son
was so upset and couldn’t possibly understand how anyone could take something
that didn’t belong to them. Mr. Russo and
Mr. Simpson are to be applauded, especially during the holiday season, for helping my son to see firsthand, the goodness
in people. I commend you for your actions and will continue to frequent your
restaurant and hotel facilities. You are
truly a customer-oriented corporation and
deserve to have this story told!
Karen Stone
Fanwood

Thank You Everyone in Westfield for
Participating in the Holiday Concert
by The Community Concert Band and
The Edison Broadway Singers. It was a
perfect way to begin the holiday season!
Once again, thank you all for such a
wonderful performance. I look forward
to working with you again next year.
Happy Chanukah, Happy Kwanzaa, and
Merry Christmas to all!
Traci Kastner
Program Coordinator
Westfield Recreation Department

Parking Actions in Westfield Create
A Negative Impression of Town
Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to the parking enforcement division
of the Westfield Police Department and
copied to The Westfield Leader.
I am a lifelong resident of the Westfield
area and have read the many articles that
have been written to The Westfield Leader
by both the community and local retailers
regarding the town’s parking ticketing
policies. Recently, my family was personally affected by these policies.
On December 4, my wife pulled into a
parking spot in the lot on North Avenue
across from MotoPhoto. She had to make
a quick phone call and needed to remove
my 2-year-old daughter from her child
safety seat prior to getting out of the car to
put money in the meter. While still in the
car, she was handed a ticket by a parking

enforcement officer. The officer said she
had driven around the lot twice prior to
writing the ticket (a time lapse that could
have been no more than two minutes).
She admitted that she had not seen my
wife inside of the car, but that it was too
late to void the ticket as it had already
been written.
These such actions create a negative
impression of our town and are exactly
why our local retailers are so gravely
concerned in this most difficult economic
climate. As an entrepreneur and taxpayer,
it is my strong belief that any division
running at a deficit needs to be restructured to obtain a positive cash flow or be
eliminated.
Sean Flannery
Westfield

Governor Corzine on President-Elect Obama’s
Radio Address to the Nation on the Economy

Your State Legislators
---LD-21--Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm St.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Eric Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22--Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asw. Linda Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark and Linden.
E-mail Addresses
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

President-elect Barack Obama [last
week] made two things abundantly clear in
his radio address regarding the nation’s
economy: our economic situation is, indeed, dire, and he understands what the
American people are facing and is ready to
do what it takes to return our nation to
prosperity.
We know we need to create new jobs
and create them now if we are to quickly
emerge from this national recession, which
is the reason in New Jersey we have accelerated billions of dollars in the construction of schools, highways and other critical
infrastructure projects. But we know there
is only so much we can do as but one of 50
states. President-elect Obama’s advocacy
for a similar approach on a national level is
exactly the direction we need for a nationwide, full-scale economic recovery.

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Croupade – A leap in which a horse
pulls his hind legs up under his belly
2. Yaffle – An armful or handful
3. Scopate – Having a covering of
bristly hairs
4. Graupel – Soft sleet or hail
PELITIC
1. Having no outlets or pores
2. Formed or made up of mud
3. Pertaining to the gums
4. Very rocky; consisting of many rocks
CHIMINAGE
1. A woman’s dressing gown or negligee
2. A snide remark
3. A toll for passage through a forest
4. A looking glass, small telescope
XENODOCHY
1. Hospitality
2. A reception room for foreigners
3. The act of living on dry food or a
meager diet
4. A study of aliens or foreigners and
their customs
SERPIGO
1. A narrow pathway; a foot path
2. An expert on social behavior among
ethnic groups
3. Any spreading skin disease, as ringworm
4. A film or slippery substance on the
surface of wet rocks, as moss

Senator Kean Calls
Underfunded Pension
Plan ‘Shameful’

Thank You for Restoring Our Faith
In the Goodness of People

On behalf of the Westfield Recreation
Department, I would like to thank Dr.
Thomas Connors and the Westfield Community Concert Band along with Kristine
Smith-Morasso and the Edison Intermediate Broadway Singers for participating
in our 18th annual Holiday Concert held
on Wednesday, December 10, at Edison
Intermediate School.
We had over 130 people come out and
enjoy what was an entertaining evening
of beautiful songs and sounds performed

TM

Letters to
the Editor

Letters to the Editor
I must relay this incident because it
demonstrates the customer service level
of the management at TGIFriday’s. A
few weeks ago, my children had dinner at
TGIF’s on Route 22, West, in Watchung.
They left the table and when they got to
the hostess desk, my oldest son (13 years
old) realized he had left his iPod Touch on
the table. He immediately returned and
the table was cleared and the iPod was
gone. To my dismay, the assistant manager informed me there was nothing he
could do about it. I was quite bothered by
the way the incident was handled and I
wrote to Mr. Snead, the CEO of Carlson
Restaurants Worldwide (CRWW), which
is the parent company of TGIF’s. Within
an hour, I received an e-mail from him
indicating that he would look into the
incident. The following day, I received
three phone calls, one from Andy
Simpson, the director of franchise operations for CRWW, another from the director of guest relations and lastly from Ralph
Russo, the manager at the restaurant. After describing exactly what happened, I
was told that TGIF’s was not satisfied
with the way that the incident was handled

DD

With billions of dollars in pending
projects on the drawing board in every
state in the nation, with unemployment
lines growing longer by the day, we have
quickly moved into a ‘use it or lose it’
situation that necessitates us to act now,
or risk sinking even deeper into an economic morass. But as the President-elect
said, we must also move wisely as to
optimize the return on our investment.
These are trying times, but they are also
a time of opportunity. By following President-elect Obama’s lead and moving
quickly and responsibly in putting Americans to work today, we can build the
infrastructure of tomorrow and emerge
even stronger once the economic tide
turns.
Jon Corzine
Governor of New Jersey

TRENTON – “It’s a responsibility that
we have turned our back on, and the way
we have turned our back is shameful,”
Republican Senate Leader Tom Kean, Jr.
said this week after Senate Democrats
blocked a Senate vote on Governor Jon
Corzine’s plan to allow towns to defer
pension contributions for the next three
years.
“In the past, Governor Corzine decried the underfunding of state pensions
and the use of one-shot measures to paper
over fiscal problems. This pension gimmick commits both sins, and it’s a bad
deal for both workers and taxpayers.
That’s why all 17 Republicans stood firm
against it in the Senate, and will in future
legislative sessions.
“This measure would almost certainly
force citizens in the future to choose between breaking promises made to public
employees or accepting huge taxes and
cutbacks in important services. Instead of
making Trenton more accountable to
today’s taxpayers, it would push the expense of pensions off on future generations who had no say in the ill-advised
policies our governor is advancing today.
It would have made New Jersey less affordable for everyone.
“The governor has left no doubt that
this pension deferment would be a temporary loan to towns from the pension funds
that will have to be paid back in full. The
estimated interest rate on the borrowing is
8.25 percent. That’s a far higher rate than
what Wall Street would charge on $1.3
billion borrowing. That’s a costly fix for
a problem that cries out for a responsible,
long-term solution.
“The governor should abandon forever this poll-driven attempt to provide
illusory property tax relief. The governor
should instead champion true pension
reform that will really save money and
secure worker retirements,” Mr. Kean
said.
On another matter, the Senate unanimously passed legislation that would
permanently protect workers’ contributions to the unemployment compensation fund and the state disability benefits
fund.
“Officials can increase the unemployment insurance rate they charge workers
and employers and then transfer that
money to pay for other programs,” said
Mr. Kean, who sponsored the legislation. “It is a shell game governors and
legislatures have used in the past to prop
up New Jersey’s bloated budget.”
“This proposed amendment will guarantee that money earmarked for unemployment and disability protection is actually used for those programs,” Mr.
Kean said. “History has shown that taxes
collected for these programs can be raided
by state officials to compensate for overspending. Over $4.5 billion has been
taken from the unemployment benefits
fund. By reducing the reserves in these
funds, the stability of the unemployment
system is compromised.”
“We must protect the integrity of these
funds and the workers who pay into
them. If economists believe there is a
surplus, we should return the money to
the workers and businesses who paid
into them, not use the money for other
government expenses,” Mr. Kean said.
The senate resolution would ask voters to amend the state Constitution to
require any money collected from taxed
wages that is intended for employee benefits be used for that purpose and prohibit the direct or indirect transferring,
borrowing, appropriating or using of the
contributions for any other reason.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4 p.m.
Weekend Sports - Monday 12 p.m.
Classifieds - Tuesday 12 p.m.
Ad Reservation - Friday 4 p.m.
Ad Submittal - Monday 12 p.m.

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
Phone - (908) 232-4407
For more information, see
goleader.com/help
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Grand Opening Held For
Scotch Plains’ First B&B
hot water heating system with exposed pipes and many ornate radiators produced by the American Radiator Company. Some of the walls and
all ceilings still have the warmth of the
latte and plaster construction so prevalent during the early 1900s.
As for the guests, the ground floor
houses the common areas with a parlor, living room and dining room.
Appointed with period pieces, these
will take you back to the bygone days
of the Edwardian Era. The second
floor features a lovely shared hall bath
with a cast iron claw foot tub and three
themed guest rooms, The Crystal
Room, The Harrison Fisher Room and
The St. Bernard Room. The inspiration for The Crystal Room came from
the dangling crystal prisms of the Art
Deco ceiling fixture and this theme is
carried throughout the entire room
with the addition of Early American
Pressed Glass and Brilliant Period
Crystal Pieces.
The Harrison Fisher Room is named
after the American Illustrator whose
work adorns the room. The inspiration for The St. Bernard Room came
from the antique art featuring the popular Victorian Era theme of children
and St. Bernard dogs.
The location of the 1910 House Bed
& Breakfast makes it a great choice
for business travelers and people attending weddings, banquets, reunions,
etc. Its setup is especially well suited
for families and can make it a great
place to place your overflow of outof-town visitors at your next family
gathering.
The 1910 House Bed & Breakfast is
located at 233 Union Avenue in Scotch
Plains.
For information and reservations,
call (908) 322-4514 or visit
1910house.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BAG IT...On Monday, Westfield bagged the parking meters and suspended
charges in the downtown parking lots to promote shopping for the Christmas
season. Time limits of two hours for on-street and four hours for metered lots
apply (except where longer time limits apply). Commuter lots are not included in
the promotion, which runs from through December 28. Pictured on East Broad
Street, right to left, are: Jamie Lemberg of the Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), special officer Helen Hoffman with Westfield’s parking services and Saul
Drittel, Chair of DWC’s Promotions Committee.

Horizon Pest Control First in Area
To Earn QualityPro Green Ranking
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

WESTFIELD – As green services
become a preferred choice among
customers, Horizon is proud to announce it is the first pest-control
company in the area to receive designation from the National Pest Management Association as “QualityPro
Green.” This designation not only
reflects Horizon’s exceptional pest
management services but its commitment to cultivating an environmentally-responsible business.
“Now, more than ever, consumers
are seeking pest management methods that address their household pest
problems as well as their concerns
regarding the protection of the environment,” says owner Bernie Holst
Jr. “In proactively seeking - and
receiving - our QualityPro Green
designation, we are responding to
the growing need to be environmentally sensitive.”

“As a designated member of
QualityPro Green, we are fully committed to providing customers not
only with outstanding services but
outstanding green services,” commented Mr. Holst. “We recognize
that our customers want to be confident that the services performed in
their homes are environmentally sensitive. Horizon Pest Control can assure customers of this as our practices and our business philosophy
reflect green thinking.”
Please call Horizon at (888) 6122847 to have one of its consultants
create a green program for your pest
control needs.

SCOTCH PLAINS – On November 22, 2008, the 1910 House Bed &
Breakfast celebrated its grand opening with an open house from 1 until 5
p.m. After a brief “ribbon cutting,” the
1910 House B&B was visited by many
of the neighborhood residents, members of the township’s zoning board
and building department, local business people and representatives of local Channel 34.
The year-long journey began on a
balcony of a Cape May Bed & Breakfast where the future innkeepers,
Kathleen and Michael Tatsch, realized
that they had a passion for owning and
operating a bed & breakfast. After coming close to purchasing an existing
B&B in northwest New Jersey, the
couple just could not leave Scotch Plains
where they have loved living for the
last seven years and then decided to
begin the process of turning their circa
1910 house into one. While Kathleen
researched the process other aspiring
innkeepers went through to open a new
B&B, Michael began researching the
local codes and zoning restrictions.
The first zoning board of adjustment presentation in January of this
year produced many questions that
required additional building code research and a second presentation in
March, when their application received
unanimous approval. While the house
is a single-family residence, it had to
be altered to allow use as a bed &
breakfast, mainly providing a separate living space for the owners to live
on the premises.
While the basement was finished to
provide that space, most of the rest of
the house has retained its original 1910
charm. The house has the original
hardwood floors on the main floor, a

DESIGN…The Professional Engineering Society, Union Chapter, held its Christmas meeting on December 10 at L’Affaire in Mountainside. Horace Corbin,
publisher of The Westfield Leader, spoke about his dual career as an engineer and
as a publisher, emphasizing the need for integrity in today’s society. Pictured, left
to right, are: Peter Mitchell, Mr. Corbin, Betty Resch and Harry McNally.

Miss Teen New Jersey American Beauty 2009
To Perform in New Jersey Ballet’s Nutcracker
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

please contact the box office at (973)
376-4343.

Victoria Pascal, Miss Teen New
Jersey American Beauty 2009, will
perform the role of a mouse in the
New Jersey Ballet’s Nutcracker at the
Paper Mill Playhouse. Victoria, age
14, is a freshman at Westfield High
School with aspirations of attending
the Parson School of Design in Paris.
In addition to her love of fashion
and design, Victoria is an accomplished guitarist and ballerina, as well
as a model under the management of
the Shirley Grant Agency. This April,
Victoria and her mother, Mrs. New
Jersey American Beauty 2009 Sherryl
Pascal, will travel to San Antonio,
Tex., to compete for their national
titles. Victoria will perform in all 14
shows at Paper Mill in Millburn.
For tickets or more information,

Victoria Pascal

Wines & Spirits

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars

The Westfield Memorial Library presents

VISIT OUR
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

1999/2000

It’s big and fruity initially, a mouthful This complex and elegant wine
has aromas of Bing cherries,
of ripeness. Then the texture and
structure of this dense wine comes cocoa, cedar, allspice and mint.
Generous cherry, black cherry
through. It’s as much wine as
and plum flavors are complechampagne, the rich apple and
mented by velvety tannins,
fresh pear flavors vying with yeast
and a tense crispness. Worth aging. resulting in a superbly long and
elegant finish.

134.99

$

Wine Spectator: 93 $

84.99

Harpist Merynda Adams

The fruity bouquet envelopes notes of
black currant, cranberries, and
raspberries, accompanied by intriguing
smoky spices, such as cloves, nutmeg
and a cinnamon. Full bodied and elegant, with impressive balance between
all components.

Reserve
Cabernet Sauvignon 2005

91

Wine Spectator: 92

Wine Spectator: 91

$26.99

42.99

Beeswax, orange peel and dried apricot notes mark this aromatically
intense dessert wine. Its sweetness
is matched by bracing acidity, leaving
a mouthwatering impression. Licorice
aftertaste.
(375 ml)
Wine Spectator: 91
$41.99

This wine is rich and peppery and lush
in black currant flavors, with beautifully
sculpted, ripe tannins.

21.99

Heidsieck Monopole
Blue Top Brut NV

Simi Russian River
Chardonnay 2005

Light yellow in color, with green highlights. Strong and generous nose,
slightly woody and spicy, characterized
by an aromatic richness blending
toasty and buttery aromas.

An utterly delicious wine. It shows flamboyant,
complex flavors of tropical fruits, green
apples, pears, butterscotch and smoky
vanilla, with crisp, clean Russian River acidity.
This is a good value.

Wine Enthusiast: 91

$26.99

SPECIAL

$19.99

OF THE MONTH
Edmeades Mendocino Zinfandel 2006
This wine exhibits deep ruby color and a big, sweet nose of peppery
black cherry and raspberry liqueur intermixed with spring flowers
and earth. Medium to full-bodied, ripe and altogether a hedonistic
mouthful of big Zinfandel.
Wine Advocate: 90 $14.99

Shingleback Shiraz 2005
Vibrant red, lifted blackberry and strawberry aromas enhanced with
nuances of chocolate and vanilla. A full-bodied wine with a velvety
mouthful that is seemingly integrated from the first taste to the lingering long finish. Great with steaks and roasts.
Wine Enthusiast: 90 $14.99

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc 2008
Concentrated and very intense, weaving together a harmonious medley of crushed stone, grapefruit and nut flavors. Savory herbs, grass
and lime notes highlight the bright, vibrant finish. Drink now.
Wine Spectator Top 100 #40 of 2008 Wine Spectator: 91

908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com
Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

goleader.com/express
The Paid Bulletin Board Service that guarantees that your press release is published in
our newspapers, reaching tens of thousands InPrint and On The Net.

$13.99

Martin Codax Albarino 2007
An aromatic and complex wine that is rich, elegant, dry and crisp.
Aromas of pear, passion fruit and pineapple. Pairs well with
seafood dishes, salads, pasta and grilled pheasant.

Wine Enthusiast: 90

Chamarre Jurancon Tradition 2003

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

44.99

$11.99

(375 ML)

Very creamy, lush and exotic-tasting, with rich and decadent tropical
fruit flavors of mango, pineapple, and roasted plantain. Finishes with
loads of butterscotch and spice. Drink now through 2012.

Wine Spectator: 92

$11.99

La Marca Prosecco NV
A delicate, well-balanced Prosecco, showing a good blend of
baked apple, sour lemon and grapefruit, with a lightly creamy
mineral texture on the palate. Medium froth, with some body
and a pleasant lemon and mineral finish.

Wine Spectator: 90

$10.99

Robert Mondavi

San Felice

Wine Enthusiast: 92 $

Inniskillin
Vidal Ice Wine NV

Obsidian Cabernet
Sauvignon 2005

Wine Spectator: 90

94.99

$

Ripe black cherries, new leather, menthol, smoke and wild herbs flow from
this sweet, layered chianti. This wine is
approachable today, but has the tannic
backbone and stuffing to insure another
decade or so of very fine drinking.
Wine Advocate: 91
$24.99

An intensely aromatic and flavorful wine.
Features lemon zest, sweet vanilla, baked apple
and spicy oak aromas layered with rich flavors of
pineapple and hints of minerality and spice that
lead into a long and bright citrus-infused finish.

Wine Enthusiast: 90

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

Wine Advocate: 93 $

Cabernet 2005

Marchese Antinori Chianti
Classico Riserva 2004

Beringer Private Reserve
Chardonnay 2006
Wine Spectator Top 100 #47 of 2008

JON BRAMNICK

49.99

$

Beautiful deep red, blue, and
black fruits all intermingle with
some crushed rock, lavender
and spice box in a very
scented bouquet. In the
mouth, it is layered, medium
to full bodied, with sweet
tannin, gorgeous purity
and length.

All of the aromatics, complexity and
finesse that are the best of this
Deep, dark color signals the wine’s
vintage without giving up any
intensity. Aromas of wild blueberry,
hints of black olive and spicy vanilla. power. A core of sweet, juicy black
Dense flavors of blackberry, black
fruit, classic black cherry and blackcherry and boysenberry are enhanced berry flavors picks up on the palate
by elegantly powerful tannins and
where the aromas leave off.
vibrant acidity.

Take a break from the holiday rush!
Read and relax to the soothing sounds
of the harp.

Debit
Cards

Trilogy 2005

di Santedame 2003

Wine Advocate:

Prices effective through
Sat., Dec. 27, 2008
Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Flora Springs

Robert Mondavi Faust

Monday, December 22
12 – 2 pm

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

The items
below are
on Sale!

the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield
Moet & Chandon Beringer
Ruffino
Private Reserve
Dom Perignon
Romitorio
Cabernet Sauvignon 2005

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 908.789.4090
Open to the public. No need to register.

Store Open
Sunday

Oakville Cabernet
2005

Vigorello 2003

A proprietary blend (45%
Sangiovese, 40% Cabernet
and 15% Merlot) dry red table
wine from Tuscany. An aromatic,
expansive, generous wine.
Best between 2009-2018.
Wine Advocate: 90

39.99

$

The fragrant notes of Asian pear,
apricot, guava and lime are pithy
and bold, showing rich depth and
balanced structure. It's lithe and
supple, the components fitting
together in harmony.

Despite its wealth of rich oak and its
tantalizing touches of root beer,
cocoa and cream, this keenly
defined opus is very specific in its
deep Cabernet fruit. Its strong
themes of ripe currants stay the
course from beginning to end.
Wine Spectator: 90
$32.99

Wine & Spirits: 90

A coconut streak stands out immediately, then there's a vertical wall
of stone, citrus and licorice.
Intense and definitive spices
layer this wine; it's not shy or
pedestrian. The style may or may
not suit you, but it's well worth it.

Very, very pure with plum, currant
and light spices. Full-bodied, with
racy, refined tannins and a long,
caressing finish. Pretty and firm.

Wine Enthusiast: 90

$25.99

Emiliano Coyam
Organic 2005

$24.99

Concentrated, with a layer of creamy
toast leading the way for blackberry
and boysenberry fruit, dark cocoa,
graphite and sweet tobacco. Has a lot
of fruit in reserve, but also shows a
nice note of terroir on the finish.
Wine Advocate: 90
$24.99

Elk Cove
Pinot Noir
Willamette Valley 2006
This opens right up into a lovely,
expressive nose laden with cherry
blossom, plum, vanilla and butterscotch. The core of sweet raspberry
and cherry holds steady into a moderately tannic finish. Smooth, silky
and substantial.

Mercer
Cabernet 2006
Smooth and generous, this is nicely
fashioned to balance fine tannins
with lavish black cherry, black currant, violet and mocha aromas and
flavors, lingering on the expressive
finish. Drink now through 2014.
Wine Spectator: 91
$17.99

$21.99

Ponzi Pinot Noir
Willamette Valley 2006
On the lighter side, with floral and
roasted beet aromas wafting
through the cherry and red berry
flavors, persisting nicely on the
elegant finish.

Wine Spectator: 90

$18.99

Nicolas Feuillate
Brut NV

Chateau
Lilian Ladouys
St.-Estephe 2003

Wine Enthusiast: 90

36.99

Wine Spectator: 93 $

Celestin Blondeau
Sancerre 2006

Turnbull Cellars Napa
Cabernet Sauvignon
2005

Wine Spectator: 90

Seductive aromas of juicy berries
mingle with violets and earthy
black truffle. In the mouth, muscular tannins are sheathed sunripened blackberry and plum
interwoven with subtle oak and a
touch of chocolate on the long
finish.

Treana Red 2005
The wine is soft, but no softer than
a cult Napa Cab, and enormously
rich in currant, licorice, chocolate,
smoky oak and cinnamon spice
flavors that are just delicious.
Best now and for a few years.
Wine Enthusiast: 92
$32.99

$28.99

Feature Winery

Ruffino

Riserva Ducale Gold 2004

A very classic Chianti Classico bouquet
with notes of violets, cherries, plums and
inviting spicy sensations. It is elegant and
lush, inviting yet subtle. Well-integrated in
the structure and the tannins are impressive, yet round and soft. The aftertaste is
very long and reminiscent of violets, nutmeg, plums and sweet tobacco.
Wine Advocate: 91
$29.99

Modus 2005
Very complex and inviting with intense
mature fruit, accompanied by hints of
spices, sweet tobacco, toasted wood and
refined ethereal notes on the finish. Full
bodied and very well balanced.

Wine Enthusiast: 90

$19.99

Lumina Pinot Grigio
Sensations of wild flowers are immediately
sustained by notes of pears and green
apples. Tasty and harmonious, fragrant
and medium-bodied. Characterized by
fruity notes and the aromatic persistence is
very long-lived with scents of sage and
freshly baked bread.
$9.99

Libaio Chardonnay
Toscana IGT 2007

This is a medium bodied and elegant wine.
The fruity notes of apple and pineapple are
enriched by refined mineral hints and an
appealing creamy texture. The aftertaste is
fragrant and long-lasting with a subtle touch
of bread crust.
$8.99

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 South Ave. (908) 232-8700. All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Prices and products featured are available only at participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores listed
above. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items
on sale. It is for display purposes only. Effective Wed., Dec. 10 thru Sat., Dec. 27, 2008.
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Miller-Cory Museum Plans
German Christmas Sunday
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will present a program on German Christmas customs
this Sunday, December 21, from 2 to
4 p.m. This program is described as
ideal for families.
Visitors to the 1740 farmhouse
museum, located at 614 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield, will learn about
German Christmas traditions such as
the Christmas tree, springerle cookies and gingerbread.
In the museum’s Frazee Building,
members of the cooking committee
will prepare a German Christmas dinner over the open hearth. Taste treats
prepared by the cooks will be available for sampling.
While at the museum, visitors also
are invited to stop by the gift shop,
which is stocked with Colonial toys,
crafts, books and educational materiMR. AND MRS. MATTHEW MACISAAC
(She is the former Ms. Kerry Ann Sheehy)

Ms. Kerry Ann Sheehy Weds
Matthew MacIsaac, Esq.
Ms. Kerry Ann Sheehy, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Matthew J. Sheehy,
Sr. of Westfield, was married on Saturday, April 26, to Matthew MacIsaac,
Esq. of Ridgewood. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Peter MacIsaac of
Wanaque, formerly of Mahwah.
Bishop John Flesey officiated the
late afternoon nuptials, which took
place at the Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Church in Ridgewood. An
evening reception was held at The
Manor in West Orange.
Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore an ivory silk gown by Augusta Jones. She carried a bouquet
designed in a Country French Motif
with ivory and white roses hand tied in
a double sage satin ribbon courtesy of
Christoffer’s Flowers in Mountainside.
Ms. Megan Sheehy of Warren was
the maid of honor for her sister. Serving as bridal attendants were Mrs.
Kelly Sheehy of Scotch Plains, sisterin-law of the bride, and Ms. Meg
MacIsaac of Southbury, Conn., sister
of the bridegroom. The maid of honor
and bridal attendants each wore a
strapless, chocolate brown dress with
a light blue sash and carried a bouquet of ivory roses and miniature
white calla lilies, hand tied with pearl
buttons down the front.
Peter L. MacIsaac, Esq. of Mahwah

and Michael MacIsaac of Minneapolis, Minn., brothers of the bridegroom,
served as co-best men. Matthew J.
Sheehy, Jr. of Scotch Plains, brother of
the bride, was groomsman and M.J.
Sheehy-Liriano of Warren, nephew of
the bride, was the ring bearer.
David Reilly of Scotch Plains, cousin
of the bride, and Mrs. Katharine
Silverstein of Staten Island, N.Y., aunt
of the bride, did scripture readings.
A 1991 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride received her Bachelor
of Science degree in Business Administration from Villanova University in
Villanova, Pa. in 1995. She is human
resources director for Conductor, Inc.,
an emerging leader in natural search
solutions located in Manhattan.
The future bridegroom, a 1990
graduate of Don Bosco Preparatory
High School in Mahwah, received his
Bachelor of Science degree in Biology from Villanova University in
1994. He earned a law degree from
Pace University in White Plains, N.Y.
in 2005 and is a Licensed Patent Attorney. Mr. MacIsaac currently is
employed by Baker Botts, LLP in
midtown Manhattan, specializing in
Intellectual Property Law.
Following their wedding trip to St.
Thomas, United States Virgin Islands,
the couple resides in Ridgewood.

Library Announces
Children’s Activities
GARWOOD – During the winter
break from school, the Garwood Public Library will host a craft event for
grades 2 and up on Monday, December 29, at 2 p.m. Children will make
noisemakers to help ring in the New
Year of 2009. On Tuesday, December
30, the movie WALL-E (Rated G) will
be shown at 2 p.m.
Interested persons are asked to call
the library at (908) 789-1670 to register
for either or both of these events. The
craft program is limited to 20 children.
The library is located at 411 Third
Avenue at the corner of Walnut Street.

als. Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2.50 for adults, $1 for students and free for children under age 4.
The museum will be closed until
Sunday, January 11, 2009, when it
will reopen with a program entitled
“Fun with Snow Globes,” followed
by “Indian Medicine Man” on Sunday, January 25.
The Miller-Cory House Museum
is available weekdays for group
tours, including after school for Boy
Scout and Girl Scout groups. All
tours must be arranged in advance.
For more information, call (908)
232-1776 weekday mornings.

Temple Sholom Offers
Shabbat Play ’n Pray
FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains invites members of the community with children
ages 4 and under to a special Shabbat
Play ’n Pray program on Saturday,
December 20.
The event will feature music, maracas, puppets and parachutes. Led
by Director of Education Michelle
Shapiro Abraham and Student Cantor Vicky Glikin, the 30-minute service will begin at 11:15 a.m. and will
be followed by a free bagel brunch in
the temple playroom.
Temple Sholom is located at Martine
and LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood.
Attendees are asked to enter through
the doors facing Martine Avenue. For
more information, call (908) 889-4900,
e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

Miss Kari A. Russ and Brian G. Denitzio

Miss Kari A. Russ
To Wed Brian G. Denitzio
Thomas and Judith Denitzio of
Scotch Plains have announced the
engagement of their son, Brian Gillen
Denitzio, to Miss Kari Alyson Russ.
She is the daughter of Jacque and
Leticia Russ of Corning, N.Y.
Mr. Denitzio is a 1999 graduate of
Bishop George Ahr High School in
Edison. He received his Bachelor of
Arts degree in English and his M.Ed.
from Boston College in Chestnut
Hill, Mass. in 2003 and 2004, respectively. The future bridegroom is
employed with the Boston Public

Schools.
His fiancée is a 2000 graduate of
Horseheads High School in
Horseheads, N.Y. She was awarded
her Bachelor of Arts degree in English in 2004 from Boston College
and will receive her Master of Arts
degree in Education from the University of Massachusetts in Boston in
2009. The bride-to-be is employed
with the Brockton Public Schools in
Brockton, Mass.
The couple will be married in June
2009 in Waltham, Mass.

Family Fun Day to Include
Building of Lego Menorah
LIGHT THE WAY…Santa Claus (also known as Rotarian John Crisafulli) greets
fellow Rotarian Lori Flowers and her daughter, Julia, at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Club’s Luminary Sale on December 6. Rotary volunteers will continue to sell
luminary candle kits this Saturday and Sunday, December 20 and 21, from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m., and on Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24, from 9 a.m. to noon.
They will be sold at the Fanwood Municipal Garage, located on Manfra Way
opposite the Fanwood Memorial Library at North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey will host a Family
Fun Day on Thursday, December
25, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Children of all ages, along with
parents and grandparents, are invited to help build a Lego Menorah
with Building Blocks Workshops,
a hands-on, model building experience. The menorah will be made
with more than 60,000 Lego blocks.
Founded by Stephen Schwartz,
an architect in Livingston, the
Building Blocks Workshops program uses Legos to teach Jewish
history and architecture.
Children also will be able to enjoy jumping in an inflatable bounce
house and play a variety of carnival games. Additionally, there will

be face painting, tattoos and other
activities. Family Fun Day will conclude with latkes, a songfest and a
Hanukkah candle lighting.
This event is open to the community. To pre-register or for more
information, contact Randi Zucker,
Family Program director, at
rzucker@jccnj.org or (908) 8898800, extension no. 253. The preregistration fee is $25 per family;
the cost at the door is $35 per
family.
Located at 1391 Martine Avenue
in Scotch Plains, the JCC of Central New Jersey is a constituent
agency of the United Way and the
Jewish Federation of Central New
Jersey. Financial assistance is available for membership and various
programs.

SPICE
G
RILL
Indian Cuisine

908-789-0026
Olympia Plaza

2520-2540 Route 22, Unit 11
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Grand 15 Course Lunch Buffet
Choose from 4 Vegetable – 2 Non-Vegetable Varieties –
including Chicken, Lamb, Salad Bar and Fresh Nan Bread
on your table. Just $7.95

Groups Invited!

2520 Rt. 22 East, Scotch Plains (Across from Bowcraft)

908-233-5511

www.spicegrillindian.com

Anthony James
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Best Wishes for 2009!
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Hard Times Can Be Impetus
To Change How We Live
By BRIAN NICKLAUS

The current financial crisis should
cause us to step back and reflect about
more than just money.
What if God caused the recession?
That doesn’t really sound like a kind,
loving God, does it? The preacher on
TV says God wants me to have a
Lexus and a mansion. I assume the
people living in the slums of Newark
don’t have enough faith. Apparently,
neither do I. Is it blasphemy to suggest that about God? As a preacher,
can I say that? I really don’t like TV
preachers blaming God for stuff. God
certainly isn’t mean-spirited.
Let’s put it this way: Can anything
good come from widespread difficulties? That seems like a dumb question, doesn’t it? Worse than the first
one. But I wonder how many will
examine the big picture of how we
feel about money and stuff. A little
self-examination never hurt anyway.
Socrates felt it was vital.
I wonder what types of hard decisions many of us will make. Will we
give less to charities and churches?
Will we downsize the car and the
electronics? Will some move out of
our community? What about com-

munities around us in our own county
that seem to have been hurting financially way before Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac got in trouble?
The recession makes me think about
Haiti. I bet that country would love to
be experiencing what we call a recession. I don’t even remember reading
stories of people starving to death
during the Great Depression, as we
read about in Haiti just this year.
These hard times can give us a lot to
think about, or they can simply lead to
despair and griping. Maybe our pocketbooks need a paradigm shift. No one
stops to reflect until the hard times
come. Whether God is involved or not,
how are you involved? What changes
will you make, not just to your spending habits, but your philosophy of
money? Will you take a long, hard
look at the difference between “wants”
and “needs”? What are we going to do
with the lemons handed to us? What
are we going to learn? Maybe some
will change their lives for the best, for
the long-term. Why not you?
*******
Mr. Nicklaus is the minister of the
Echo Lake Church of Christ, 419
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

Calvary Lutheran Reveals
Christmas Service Schedule
CRANFORD – The Calvary Lutheran
Church invites members of the community to celebrate Christmas at services
designed for all ages to be held on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
The Reverend Carol Lindsay,
Calvary’s pastor, will preside and
preach at all services. Music will be
under the leadership of Jeanne
Elmuccio, organist and choir director.
There will be three opportunities for
family worship on Wednesday, December 24, starting with a young
children’s Christmas Eve service at 5
p.m. This service will include simple
carols, the reading of the Christmas
story and the placing of the nativity
figures by some of the children.
The 7 p.m. Family Service of Holy
Communion will feature seasonal music provided by Calvary’s new Family
Choir of singers, ranging in age from
preschool to senior adults. Instrumental accompaniment will include organ, hand bells, trumpet and violin.
At 9 p.m., the Candlelight Service of
Holy Communion will include prelude
music by the Calvary Hand Bell Choir
and seasonal anthems and carols by the
Calvary Choir, accompanied by organ,
piano, trumpet and bassoon.
A Festival Service of Holy Communion with seasonal music will be
celebrated on Thursday, Christmas
Day, December 25, at 10:15 a.m.
On Sunday, December 28, Calvary
will offer a single Service of Lessons
and Carols with Holy Communion at

HOLIDAY HELPERS…Union County Master Gardeners volunteered December 6 with the Westfield Y’s Men’s Club Association’s 60th annual benefit
Christmas Tree Sale, which will continue through Tuesday, December 23, at
Westfield’s Elm Street Field. Tim Grom, Tree Sale Yard Boss, is seated at lower
right, and Steve Suriano, Westfield YMCA past president, is seated at lower left.
Flanking them, from left to right, are: Master Gardeners Bridget Mracek, Chris
Donzella, Richard Leister, Sal Coppa and Joanne Krueger. Other participating
Master Gardeners included Carol Walczuk, Fred Taylor, Mike Eger, Tony
Conteras, Bob Maisano and T.J. Karns.

Willow Grove Plans Music,
Adult Forum For Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will
present an entire Sunday of Christmas music, along with a special program related to the birth of Jesus, on
December 21. All are welcome.
During the 10 a.m. worship service, the adult choir will sing selections from Vivaldi’s “Gloria.” The
children’s and bell choirs also will
perform. Additionally, children and
youth will offer readings from “Christmas Dreams,” and all will join in for
traditional carols and contemporary
songs.
Refreshments will be served following the service. Individuals are
then invited to attend an adult forum
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. to
discuss the final segment of Mideast
Biblical scholar Kenneth Bailey’s
DVD “A Clear View of Jesus’ Birth.”
Participants will learn about the cus-

Courtesy Dave Roth

toms of the Middle East and how they
inform people’s understanding of the
scriptural accounts of Jesus’ birth.
At 3 p.m., the Imperial Brass, comprised of 30 professional brass musicians, will perform a concert of
Christmas favorites at the church. A
free-will offering will be taken.
On Christmas Eve, Wednesday,
December 24, a Service of Lessons
and Carols will be held at 7:30 p.m.,
with a candlelight closing.
The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, across the
street from the Scotch Plains
Southside Firehouse and near the
corner of South Martine Avenue.
For more information about Willow
Grove, call the church office Monday
through Friday at (908) 232-5678, email info@willowgrovechurch.org or
visit willowgrovechurch.org.

Local Library Features
Cowboy Santa Exhibit
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library is exhibiting the
“Christmas Cowboy” collection of
Bill Masciola of Westfield through
the month of December.
The collection features Santa Claus
figurines composed of plaster, porcelain and fabric, each sporting a Western cowboy theme. Santa is depicted
riding astride a buffalo, hanging onto
a bucking bronco, twirling a lasso,
wearing high leather cowboy boots
and wading through the drifts of a
snow globe, among other scenes.
Visitors may view this exhibit during
the library’s winter hours, which are
9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday
and Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.
The Westfield Memorial Library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. Individuals wishing to display their collections at the library are asked to call
Lauren Ryan, head of Adult Services,
at (908) 789-4090, extension no. 4140.

Christmas Worship
Christmas Eve
6:00 p.m. Family Holy Communion
11:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion
Christmas Day
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion
Redeemer Lutheran Church
Clark at Cowperthwaite Place
(Across form Roosevelt School)
Westfield, NJ

December 21, 10 a.m.
Fourth Sunday in Advent

December 24, Christmas Eve Services

Discover What Makes
Christmas Feel Real   

Children’s Pageant, 5 p.m.
Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols, 10 p.m.

Come t Worship

December 28, 10 a.m.

December 
5:00 p.m. Children’s Service of the Nativity
7:00 p.m. Family Service of Holy Communion
9:00 p.m. Candlelight Service of Holy Communion

Carol sing & Scripture reading
Music Director Barbara Thomson performs popular &
seldom-heard carols as requested by the congregation

Visitors are Always Welcome!
Member, the United Church of Christ. The sanctuary is
accessible by a wheelchair ramp. Infrared listening devices are
available for the hearing impaired.

December 
10:15 a.m. Festival Service
of Holy Communion

125 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 233-2494
www.fccofwestfield.org

FOR YOUR HOLIDAY ENTERTAININGx

10:15 a.m. Musical accompaniment will
include organ, violin and bassoon.
The Calvary Lutheran Church is
located at 108 Eastman Street in
Cranford. A member congregation of
the New Jersey Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, it has
served the Cranford-Westfield area and
surrounding communities for 80 years.

You are invited to join us for

Celebrate Christmas at
First Congregational Church

TREE SPECTACULAR…More than 100 friends and family attended the annual
Roth Family tree lighting in Fanwood on December 6. The Roths planted the now
21-foot blue spruce in 1990, and that year the four-foot-tall tree was decorated
with three strands of white lights. The lighting party this year saw the tree adorned
with over 8,000 shimmering white lights. The public is welcome to view the festive
tree at the corner of Coriell Avenue and Second Street.

ELEGANCE IN PAPER
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December 
10:15 a.m. Service
of Lessons and Carols

#AR INSURANCE WITH

Calvary Lutheran Church
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 Eastman St Cranford
  
The Rev. Carol A. Lindsay, Pastor

.O EXTRA CHARGE

!T 3TATE &ARM® YOU GET A COMPETITIVE
RATE AND AN AGENT DEDICATED TO
HELPING YOU GET THE COVERAGE THATS
RIGHT FOR YOU #ONTACT ME TODAY

Please join us in welcoming

Danielle, Sharon, and Joyce
previously of Salon D’Lipari and Tullio’s Salon – to the
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Rejuvenations Hair & Body Spa
in Mountainside

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net
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Feel relaxed, pampered and rejuvenated with your choice of our full array of services.
Under new ownership, Kelley Allison and the Rejuvenations team are working hard to
provide professional hair and body treatments. Enjoy the updated and luxurious atmosphere
that will add to your experience and ensure a comfortable and pleasurable visit.

THE JAMES WARD MANSION

Hair Styling
Hair Color

Spa Treatments
Spa Packages

Skin Care / Facials
Massage

Manicure / Pedicure
Hair Removal / Waxing

Spray Tanning
Make-up

Gift Cards
Available

Under New Ownership

“Now Booking Christmas And Holiday Parties!”
8JUIPOFFWFOUBUBUJNFBOEPOFFWFOUBEBZ 
“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”JTBOPČFSZPVDBOOPUSFGVTF
ćF+BNFT8BSE.BOTJPOt&BTU#SPBE4USFFUt8FTUĕFME /+tt

887 Mountain Ave, Mountainside 908.232.1067

www.jameswardmansion.com

rejuvenations887@yahoo.com

Page

8

Thursday, December 18, 2008

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Llewyellen Fisher, 87, Was Employed
As Fanwood Borough Administrator
Llewyellen Fisher, 87, of
Fanwood died on Wednesday, December 10, at Reston Hospital in
Reston, Va.
Born in Arena, Calif., she was a
longtime resident of Fanwood.
A graduate of Rutgers University, Mrs. Fisher had been employed
with the Borough of Fanwood as
clerk, tax collector, treasurer and
business manager before retiring as
borough administrator in 1985.
She was a communicant of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains
and was a longtime member of the
Fanwood Republican Club.
Her husband, Winthrop “Bud”
Fisher, predeceased her.

Surviving are her son, Kenneth, of
Reston, Va.; two sisters, Dorothy Lukas
and Virginia Egan, and three grandchildren, Christian, Jessica and Ryan.
The funeral was held on Tuesday,
December 16, from the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue
in Fanwood. A Funeral Mass followed at St. Bernard’s Roman
Catholic Church in Plainfield. Interment took place at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Fanwood Rescue
Squad, 218 Forest Road, Fanwood,
N.J. 07023. For additional information or to express condolences, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
December 18, 2008

Emily R. Hazard, 91, Was Employed
At United National Bank in Plainfield
Emily R. Hazard, 91, of Scotch of Point Pleasant; her brother, WillPlains died on Saturday, December iam Brehle of Whiting; 10 grand13, at Sunrise Assisted
children and 14 greatLiving in Westfield.
grandchildren.
Born in Elizabeth, she
The funeral was held
had lived in Fanwood beyesterday, Wednesday, Defore moving to Scotch
cember 17, from the MePlains in 1958.
morial Funeral Home, 155
Mrs. Hazard had been
South Avenue in Fanwood.
employed in the Trust DeA Funeral Mass followed
partment at United Naat the Immaculate Heart of
tional Bank in Plainfield
Mary Roman Catholic
for 17 years prior to retirChurch in Scotch Plains.
ing in 1992. She was a Emily R. Hazard
Interment took place at
member of the Scotch
Saint Gertrude Cemetery
Plains Senior Citizens and the Scotch in Colonia.
Plains Woman’s Club.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be
She was predeceased by her hus- made to Care Alternatives Hospice, 70
band, Walter, in 1977, and by her Jackson Drive, Ste B, Cranford, N.J.
son, James, in 1955.
07016. For additional information or
Surviving are two sons, Walter of to express condolences, please visit
Bridgewater and Richard of Oak www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
December 18, 2008
Ridge; her daughter, Patricia Blevin

Peggy J. Cohen, 83, Child Psychologist;
Active at Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
Peggy J. Cohen, 83, of Scotch
Plains died on Monday, December
15, at the Center For Hope Hospice
in Scotch Plains.
Born in West Orange, she had
lived in Roselle Park before moving to Scotch Plains 24 years ago.
Mrs. Cohen received her Associates degree from Rutgers University in Newark, her bachelor’s degree in business administration from
Monmouth College in West Long
Branch and her master’s degree in
psychology from Kean University,
where she also did post-masters
studies.
She had been employed as a child
psychologist with the Roselle Public Schools prior to retiring. Earlier,
she had worked for Yale and Towne
in New York City before beginning
her career in elementary education
in the Berkeley Township, Brick
and then Roselle Public Schools.
Mrs. Cohen was a member of the

Monday Afternoon Club in
Plainfield and an active member of
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA.
Surviving are her husband,
Leonard Cohen, and her daughter,
Bette Spero.
Her son, Joseph Spero, predeceased her.
Private arrangements are by the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Center For Hope
Hospice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076; the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 325, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076 or the FanwoodScotch Plains YMCA Building
Fund, 1340 Martine Avenue, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076.
For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

James M. Ridge, 74
James M. Ridge, 74, of Scotch
Plains died on Wednesday, December 10, at Hunterdon Medical Center
in Flemington.
Born and raised in Newark, he had
lived in Westfield before moving to
Scotch Plains.
Mr. Ridge was a car salesman for
both Rotchford and Rawson Pontiac
Dealerships. He also was the owner
of the Ridge Tree Service.
He served with the United States
Marines during peacetime and was a
member of American Legion Post
No. 209 in Scotch Plains.
Surviving are a son, Michael Ridge;
two daughters, Lori Ridge and Jamie
Favreau; two sisters, Rosemary
Mormelo and Gail Saparito; two
brothers, Walter J. Ridge and Dennis
J. Ridge, and seven grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Saturday, December 13, at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church of Westfield.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Matthew E. Gallagher, 44, of
Fanwood passed away at home on
Sunday, December 14.
Born in New York and raised in
Mountainside, Mr. Gallagher worked
for iPower Solutions in Parsippany.
Surviving are his wife of six years,
Cheryl (Niemeyer) Gallagher; his
children, Jessica Ann and Brenden
Reed; his parents, Gerard and
Madeline, and his brothers and sisters, Stephen, Sally Pires, Joanna
Gallagher and Andrew.
Visitation will be held from 2 to 4 and
7 to 9 p.m. today, Thursday, December
18, at the Dooley Funeral Home, 218
North Avenue, West, in Cranford. A
Mass of Christian Burial will be offered at 10 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, December 19, at the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside. Interment will take place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to The Gallagher Family, in
care of Our Lady of Lourdes, 300
Central Avenue, Mountainside, N.J.
07092 or to the Center For Hope
Hospice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076.
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Matthew Gallagher, 44

– Obituaries –
Dr. Robert J. Ott, Sr., 76, Local Dentist;
Executive Who Had Been Active Locally
Dr. Robert J. Ott, Sr. (Bob), 76, of
Hollywood, Md., formerly of
Westfield, N.J., passed away peacefully at home with family beside him
on Friday, December 12, 2008, after
a long battle with prostate cancer.
Bob was born on August 1, 1932 in
Irvington, N.J. He graduated from
Seton Hall Prep in 1950 and attended
Georgetown University, graduating
with his DDS in 1956. After graduation he served in the United States
Navy for two years. He was honorably
discharged and moved to Westfield.
In Westfield, Bob practiced general dentistry for over 25 years before
joining Delta Dental Plan of New
Jersey as vice president of Professional Services in 1983. Six years
later, he was promoted to president
and Chief Executive Officer and
served in that capacity until his retirement in June 1996.
In addition, from June 1994 through
June 1996, he served as Chairman of
the Board of Delta Dental Plan Association. He was a member of the
ADA, NJDA and the Central Dental
Society as president, the American
College of Dentists and the International College of Dentists.
While in Westfield, he was drawn
to community service. Bob served as
a regional board member for the Bank
of New York. He also was a member
of the local American Red Cross,
serving as its chairman. Additionally,
he was a member of the Civil Defense, the Rotary Club of Westfield
and the Westfield High School
Booster Club and was scoutmaster of
Boy Scout Troop 73 and a member of
the Echo Lake Country Club.
Bob also was active with the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church of
Westfield, serving on the Parish Council and as a Eucharistic Minister, and

was a member of the Knights of Columbus.
In 2003, he and his wife, Mary, moved
to Hollywood, Md., where he retired.
He continued his hobbies of golf, boating and gardening, and added crabbing.
In Hollywood, he was a member of St.
John Francis Regis Catholic Church
and served briefly on the Parish Council. He also was a member of the local
Lions Club and the Navy League.
He was preceded in death by his
parents, Andrew and Emma Ott, along
with his brother, Andrew B. Ott, Jr.,
and sisters, Ruth O’Brien and Jane
Schmauder.
Bob’s biggest joy was being with
his family – his loving wife, Mary, and
his children and grandchildren, who
lovingly called him Pop-Pop. He is
survived by his wife of 52 years, Mary
Rose, whom he married in 1956. Also
surviving are his son Robert J. Ott, Jr.
and his wife, Judy; daughter Regina
O. Sommer and her husband, Mike;
daughter Mary O. Price and her husband, David; son Captain Gregory M.
Ott, USN and his wife, Rebecca, and
son Charles B.W. Ott, and grandchildren Kyle and Eric Flynn, Jessica and
Michael Ott, Katie and Christopher
Ott and Delaney and Zachary Ott.
A Funeral Mass was held yesterday, Wednesday, December 17, at
St. John Francis Regis Catholic
Church. Interment followed at St.
George’s Catholic Church Cemetery
in Valley Lee, Md.
Arrangements were by the
Brinsfield Funeral Home in
Leonardtown, Md.
Memorial donations may be made
to St. Jude Children’s Hospital, 501 St.
Jude Place, Memphis, Tenn. 38105 or
the Hospice House of St. Mary’s, P.O.
Box 625, Leonardtown, Md. 20650.
December 18, 2008

Suzanne Gude, 73, Longtime Resident;
Member of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Georgia Suzanne Elizabeth Van
Wolf Gude, 73, died on Friday, December 12, at her home in Westfield.
Born in Evanston, Ill. on August
25, 1935, she attended North Shore
Country Day School in Winnetka, Ill.
and the American Academy of Dramatic Arts in New York.
Sue was a unique woman who was
loved by all and was a resident of
Westfield for 36 years. She was a
parishioner of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church as well as a member of Echo
Lake Country Club.
Surviving are her husband of 47
years, Robert L. Gude; her four children, Theo-Nina Truch of Westfield,
William Gude and his wife, Harriet,
of Franklin Park, Robert Gude of
Spring Lake Heights and Valerie
Lensborn and her husband, Sean, of
Pottersville; three grandchildren,

Gillian Gude, Andrew Gude and Katie
Truch; two sisters, Theo-Nina Morner
Doyle of Northridge, Calif. and
Swami Shraddhananda (formerly
Frances Valerie Van Wolf) of San
Francisco, Calif.; a cousin, Sofia
Wentz of Sewanee, Tenn., and several
nieces and nephews.
Her parents, Paul and Theo-Emma
(Nelson) Van Wolf, and a brother,
Gustav Morner, predeceased her.
A memorial service will be held at
a later date.
Arrangements are by the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.
Donations in Suzanne’s memory
may be made to the Westfield Rescue
Squad, 335 Watterson Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.
December 18, 2008

F. Aileen Bouffard, 66, Merck Retiree;
Member of American Chemical Society
F. Aileen Bouffard, 66, of Scotch
Plains died on Sunday, December 14, at
Beth Israel Medical Center in Newark.
Born in Richardson, N.D., she grew
up in Dickinson, N.D. and lived in
Scotch Plains since 1973.
Mrs. Bouffard was a graduate of
Loretta Heights College and received
her Master of Science degree in Chemistry from Mount Holyoke College.
A member of the American Chemical Society, she was employed as a
research organic chemist with Merck
and Co. in Rahway before retiring
last year.
Surviving are her husband, Roland
Bouffard; her daughter, Lauren
Bouffard, and three brothers, Rodney
Dukart, David Dukart and Bill Dukart.
The funeral will be held at 10
a.m. on Saturday, December 20,
from the Memorial Funeral Home,
155 South Avenue in Fanwood. A
Funeral Mass will follow at 11 a.m.
at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church, 1571
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Cremation will be private.
Visitation will take place from 2 to
4 and 7 to 9 p.m. tomorrow, Friday,

December 19, at the funeral home.
In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy Association (HCMA), P.O.
Box 306, Hibernia, N.J. 07842
(www.4hcm.org).
For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
December 18, 2008

Seasons to Present
Potluck Get-Together
WESTFIELD – Seasons, a support group for divorced, separated
and widowed persons of all faiths,
and anyone who has experienced
the loss of a relationship, will hold
a potluck get-together on Tuesday,
December 23, from 7:15 to 9 p.m.
It will take place in the St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
activities center building at 1600
Rahway Avenue in Westfield. For
more details, call Bob Laudati at
(908) 322-7762 or Joan Hernandez
at (908) 930-2791 or e-mail
2008seasons@live.com.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

During this season we at Gray’s would like to
extend the warmest wishes for Christmas and
a Happy and Healthy New Year!
Sincere Wishes from the families
of
Bill, Dale & Chuck

Gray Funeral Homes
Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ
Manager William A. Doyle
NJ Lic. No. 2325

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ
Manager Dale R. Schoustra
NJ Lic. No. 3707

Charles J. Tombs
Director
NJ License Number 4006

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703
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Ryan P. Smith, 19, Versatile Athlete;
Was University of Penn. Sophomore
Ryan Patrick Smith, 19, of Rose as a diver for the swim team, was a
Valley, Pa., a college student with pole-vaulter for the track and field
ties to Westfield, passed away at the team, was a member of the Strath
University of Pennsylvania Hospital Haven Band and was active with the
in Philadelphia on Wednesday, De- Computer Programming Club.
cember 10, from injuHe was a diving inries he sustained in a
structor and lifeguard at
fall on campus the prethe Rose Valley Swimvious Saturday.
ming Pool.
A
native
of
Ryan had visited the
Kalamazoo, Mich.,
Grand Tetons in Wyoming,
Ryan was a sophomore
as well as other national
at the University of
parks, and had also travPennsylvania School of
eled to Ireland, France,
Engineering, where he
Amsterdam, Greece and Jawas studying computer
pan. Fond of outdoor acscience and digital anitivities, he counted hiking,
mation. He was enclimbing, bicycling and
Ryan P. Smith
rolled in the Digital
skiing among his favorite
Media Design program,
pastimes.
where he served as a peer advisor.
He is remembered as a dedicated
Surviving are his parents, Mike and enthusiastic student with a zest for
and Beverly Smith; his sister, Emily life and as a friendly young man who
Smith; his brother, Colin Smith, and was patient and accepting of others.
his paternal grandfather, Jack Smith.
A Mass was celebrated on Saturday,
Ryan’s father grew up in Westfield December 13, at St. Mary Magdalen
and attended Holy Trinity School and Catholic Church of Media, Pa. InterRoosevelt Junior High School before ment took place at SS. Peter and Paul
graduating from Westfield High Cemetery in Marple, Pa.
School in 1979. Jack Smith currently
Arrangements were under the diis a Westfield resident.
rection of the Rigby Harting and
Ryan’s grandparents Patricia Hagan Funeral Home of Media.
Smith, Ruth Guiberson and Richard
Contributions in Ryan’s memory
Blume predeceased him.
may be made to: One Laptop per
Ryan was a 2007 graduate of Strath Child, P.O. Box 425087, Cambridge,
Haven High School in Wallingford, Mass. 02142.
December 18, 2008
Pa. During high school, he competed

Elizabeth ‘Betty’ Geissler, 72, Enjoyed
Family, Flowers and Ballroom Dancing
Elizabeth “Betty” Houjak
Geissler, 72, of Westfield passed
away on Monday, December 15, at
home, surrounded by her children
and her grandchildren.
Betty will always be remembered
for how she lived her life, with a
gentle grace, a quiet dignity and an
unwavering devotion to her family
and all those she loved. She looked
for beauty in her surroundings and
enjoyed gardening, arranging flowers and ballroom dancing.
Surviving are her five children,
Laura, Melanie, Brian, Valerie and
Darren, and her 11 grandchildren.
Betty’s commitment to her family
never wavered and was absolute. Her
petite frame and soft-spoken manner

belied a determination to protect her
family and all whom she loved. She
will be greatly missed.
In addition to her children and
grandchildren, Betty is survived by
two brothers, John and Robert Houjak,
as well as many relatives and friends.
A Funeral Mass will be held today,
Thursday, December 18, at 9:30 a.m.
at St. Michael’s Roman Catholic
Church, 40 Alden Street in Cranford.
Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, donations in
Betty’s memory may be made to the
American Cancer Society.
December 18, 2008

Chanukah Events to Include
Local Menorah Lightings
AREA – The Union County Torah
Center has announced the dates for
menorah lightings and other
Chanukah festivities that will take
place in multiple area communities.
Menorah lightings will be held
on Sunday, December 21, at 5 p.m.
in Westfield at the train station on
North Avenue; Monday, December
22, at 7 p.m. at the Scotch Plains
Village Green at 430 Park Avenue;
Tuesday, December 23, at 7 p.m. in
Cranford across from the municipal
building near the gazebo, and
Wednesday, December 24, at 5 p.m.
in front of the Mountainside Municipal Building at Route 22, East,
and New Providence Road. The
menorah lightings also will feature
live music, doughnuts and
Chanukah gelt.
On December 21, a Family
Chanukah Party will take place from

6 to 7:30 p.m. at the Union County
Torah Center, located at 509 Central
Avenue in Westfield. This event will
include latkes, pizza and dreidels,
plus entertainment by the “Ballooner
Rebbe.”
Reservations are appreciated. The
cost is $8 per person; those age 3 and
under may attend for free.
“Chanukah on Ice” will take place
on Saturday, December 27, from 6:30
to 8 p.m. at the Union Sports Arena,
located on Route 22, West, next to
Best Buy in Union. Participants are
invited to skate to Jewish music while
an ice menorah is lit in the center of
the rink. Refreshments will be served.
The cost is $10 and includes skates.
For more information on any of these
events or reservations, call (908) 7895252 or e-mail info@torahcenter.org.
Information also is available at
www.torahcenter.org.

Dinner Guests to Be Given
Energy-Saving Light Bulbs
AREA – The Green Sanctuary
Committee of the First Unitarian Society of Plainfield (FUSP) will distribute 200 energy-saving light bulbs
to guests at a free Christmas dinner to
be held on Thursday, December 25,
from noon to 3 p.m. at the FUSP
church, located at 724 Park Avenue in
Plainfield. FUSP congregation members include residents of Fanwood,
Scotch Plains and Westfield.
Recipients also will be given information on proper use and disposal of the light bulbs, which use 25
percent of the energy needed for a
traditional incandescent bulb and last
from seven to 10 times longer.
The committee raised funds for
the compact fluorescent light bulbs
through a benefit concert by environmentalist and folk musician Jim
Scott in October. Donations from

congregants and a fundraising auction with items from local businesses
also contributed to the cause.
The committee, which gave out 88
of the energy-saving light bulbs
through the church food pantry the
weekend before Thanksgiving, also
plans to provide replacement bulbs
and recycling through the food pantry.
Donors of auction items included
Target, Trader Joe’s, A & P, Whole
Foods, Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery in
Westfield, RWJ Rahway Fitness and
Wellness Center, Plainfield photographer Sumayyah Simon and the
Purple Dragon Organic Produce Cooperative.

St. John’s Baptist Posts
Events For Christmas
SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s
Baptist Church has announced its
schedule of activities in celebration
of Christmas.
On Sunday, December 21, the Sunday school students will present their
annual Christmas program at 8:30
a.m. Classes from pre-school to the
senior class will tell the story of
Christ’s birth. Pastor Kelmo C. Porter, Jr. will deliver the sermon during
the special Christmas worship service at 10 a.m.
At 4 p.m., the St. John’s Baptist
Church Mass Choir will present a
Christmas concert featuring the theme
“Jesus Is the Reason for the Season.”
A special Christmas Eve service is
scheduled for Wednesday, December
24, at 11:15 p.m.
St. John’s annual Watchnight Service will be held on Wednesday, December 31, at 10 p.m. All are invited to
attend and give thanks for the past year
and look forward to the new year.
St. John’s Baptist Church is located
at 2387 Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains.
The public is invited to each of these
events. For more information, call the
church at (908) 232-6972.
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Westfield Board Makes Key
Decisions on Use Variance
By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The town’s zoning
board of adjustment grappled with
the terms of a use variance, which it
ultimately approved, during its December 8 meeting.
Michael and Amy Rollins of 114
Golf Edge Drive were granted a variance to finish building an existing
walk-up attic as long as the space
remains as one room. Town ordinances currently forbid the Rollinses’
attic from being used as a dwelling.
The Rollinses originally said they
would like to use the attic as an office
or workout room.
They said they would like the leeway to use the space in their home
however they see fit, asking the board
for the flexibility to potentially turn
their furnished attic into a future
bedroom.
“I have a young family; I have no
idea what will happen in 10 to 15
years. I know I want to live here, and
I know what I want to initially use this
space for, but no one can honestly say
what they’re going to use their home
for in 15 years, and I would like some
flexibility with my decisions in my
own home,” Mr. Rollins said.
The board grappled with the concern that if the variance was granted,
allowing the attic to become a bedroom, the home might become too
crowded. Board member Mark
Doherty expressed his unease in allowing the Rollinses “unconditional
use of the third floor.”
John Baldwin of 335 Woodland
Avenue was approved for a variance
to keep a shed. In November 2007,
Mr. Baldwin built a shed in his yard
without checking town ordinances.
In February 2008, the Booths, Mr.
Baldwin’s neighbors, reported the
shed to the town because they believed its location did not comply
with town ordinances.
According to Glen DeBrueys, another neighbor of Mr. Baldwin, the
complaint by the Booths was originally issued only because Mr.
Booth “was in a bad mood when he
came back from a business trip in
Connecticut.” Due to backyard
drainage and aesthetics, Mr.
Baldwin said the shed’s current
spot is the best.
Since construction, Mr. Baldwin

said he has planted various shrubberies around the shed to appease
the Booths who, according to Mr.
Baldwin, now agree with the
shed’s location. The board said
the fence could remain in its current plane as long as it was moved
two feet away from the neighboring property.
Roberta and Russell Feeney of 547
Downer Street were granted a variance to construct a two-story addition to their home. The Feeneys said
their house has not been renovated
since 1929, when it was originally
constructed. They said all of the
neighboring houses on Downer
Street have been renovated since
construction, and protested that theirs
has “looked out of place.”
The board said it was concerned
because the Feeneys’ home is located
on a small lot and that most of the
homes in the neighborhood are relatively big for the small lots they are
situated on. Since last month’s meeting, the applicant said they had reduced the size of the proposed addition by three feet.
Robert and Lisa Wendel of 704 Lenox
Avenue were permitted to retain a sixfoot fence that encases their backyard.
The board granted the variance after the
applicants said their house is located on
the corner of a busy intersection, necessitating the need for a high fence around
the property to keep their two special
needs children safe.
F&J Foot Company was approved
for a one-year extension on a variance
to renovate current residential units on
Cacciola Place. Tom and Maura
Lezynski were granted a variance to
construct a one-story addition and a
two-story addition to their home at
226 Canterbury Road.

Y’s Men’s Tree Sale
Needs Volunteers
WESTFIELD – Volunteers are still
needed to help staff the Y’s Men’s
Club Christmas Tree Sale at the Elm
Street Field in Westfield. Proceeds
benefit local community organizations.
The lot will be open through
Tuesday, December 23, from 3:30
to 9 p.m. weekdays and 9 a.m. to 9
p.m. on weekends. If interested in
volunteering, e-mail Tim at
TGrom@Gilbaneco.com.

SUCCESSFUL ENDEAVOR…Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotarians celebrate their
successful 50/50 Community Share Raffle. Spearheading the effort were Karen
McNally and Tom Cusmano, flanking the poster, and ticket-selling stalwarts
Nelson Yang, left, and Jim Checchio, right.

Rotary Raffle Raises 10K
To Benefit Organizations
SCOTCH PLAINS – After selling
out its full inventory of 50/50 Community Share Raffle tickets, the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club

La Leche to Gather
For Meeting Today
WESTFIELD – The La Leche
League
of
Westfield,
a
breastfeeding information group of
Union County women, will hold
its monthly meeting today, Thursday, December 18, at 10 a.m. It
will take place at 1 Black Birch
Road in Scotch Plains.
This month’s topic will be “Nutrition and Weaning.” Discussions
will cover such areas as “Starting
Solid Foods – Signs of Readiness
and Good First Foods,” as well as
“Advantages of Natural Weaning
and Techniques to Gently Encourage Weaning.”
Experienced, new or expectant
mothers are all invited, and children
are always welcome. A library and
reprints are available, and refreshments will be served.
Additionally, the group will hold a
special Toddler Meeting, covering
issues specifically pertinent to mothers of children ages 1 to 3, on Wednesday, January 7, at 10 a.m. at St.
Luke’s and All Saints Fellowship
Hall, located at 398 Chestnut Street
in Union.
For more information about either
meeting, call any of the four group
leaders, Michelle at (908) 687-2518,
Ronnie at (908) 964-1360, De at
(908) 233-7164 or Mari at (908)
233-6513.

has announced the winners of this
year’s prizes. The drawing took place
at the club’s holiday party on December 10 at Snuffy’s Pantagis Renaissance.
The first prize of $6,000 went to
Antonio DeiMedici; the second prize
of $2,000 went to Kevin Buckman,
and the third and fourth prizes of
$1,000 each went to Rich Weiner
and Jim Mortarulo.
The remaining half of the ticket
proceeds – $10,000 – is to be divided
among various local organizations,
including the Scotch PlainsFanwood High School Student Leadership Council, Fanwood Community Foundation, RESOLVE Community Counseling, the David Ringle
Scholarship Fund, Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA and the FanwoodScotch Plains Rotary – Frazee House
Inc. Restoration Project.
“Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
gives thanks to all who support this
vital annual drive for funds to support important community organizations,” said club President Janet
Strunk, adding congratulations to the
top ticket sellers, Jim Checchio, Joe
Qutub and Andy Calamaras.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club meets each Wednesday at
12:15 p.m. for lunch at Snuffy’s
Pantagis Renaissance, located on
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains. Interested people are welcome as guests.
For more information, contact
Membership Chairman Michael J.
Dietrich at (908) 789-3175 or
michael.dietrich@ubs.com. Further
information about the FanwoodScotch Plains Rotary Club also is
available at fsprotary.org.

24/7

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation
Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

www.goleader.com/express

I Do It!

Get the word out.

Guarantee That Your Press Release is Published
in our Newspapers. Do it online. A Paid Service
Ideal for Businesses and Organizations to Target
Their Audience.

goleader.com/express
(908) 232-4407

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining
orders, post-divorce motions due to changed
financial circumstances, residence removal
from New Jersey, visitation modifications

What matters most is how you see yourself.

and transfers of custody.
Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

Drop by
our Open
House on
January10th
!

for over 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Department staffed with four additional attorneys

It matters to us too!

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Maybe you have never been inside of a gym before; or maybe you are a
promising athlete, or somewhere in between - whatever your level - our
fitness professionals will motivate you to reach your goals. Our training
incorporates the most exciting & innovative tools available, whether one-on-one,
or in one of our area-exclusive Kettlebell Circuit Classes, giving you the
incentive you need to improve your life, health & well being. You will notice
the difference, you will love the results.

Mention this ad and receive

1 Free Group Training Class!

908-232-0148
241 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 232-8787

The Westfield Leader

child support, division of assets, palimony,

www.goleader.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Avery Fisher Hall and off Broadway
Memorial Library will welcome in the long-running musical The
back harpist Merynda Adams on Fantasticks. Ms. Adams has studied
Monday, December 22.
at the Hilversumse
She will play the harp
Conservatorium in the
for library visitors beNetherlands with Erika
tween noon and 2 p.m.
Waardenburg and in 1998
Ms. Adams is a graduwas in Paris performing
ate of the Manhattan
in a master class with
School of Music, where
Paris Opera Orchestra
she was a merit scholarharpist Catherine Michel.
ship student of Kathleen
Besides maintaining
Bride. She made her New
an active teaching stuYork debut in a sold-out
dio, Ms. Adams is an AfCarnegie Recital Hall as
filiate Artist Teacher at
a 1994 winner of the ArtDrew University and has
Merynda Adams
ists International Combeen an instructor of harp
petition.
at Seton Hall University.
She has been principal harpist of She is featured in the book “Plaza
The Orchestra at William Paterson Weddings,” performing at various
University for the past decade and celebrity nuptial celebrations.
has performed frequently on the
Registration is not necessary for
Lyrica Concert Series. Additionally, this free event. The Westfield MemoMs. Adams has performed with the rial Library is located at 550 East
New York Grand Opera, New Phil- Broad Street. For more information on
harmonic, Plainfield Symphony, library programs and services, call
Metro Lyric Opera, Opera at Florham (908) 789-4090, visit the library’s
and the Northeastern Philharmonic. website, wmlnj.org, or stop by the
She also has appeared at Lincoln library for a copy of its quarterly newsCenter’s Bruno Walter Auditorium, letter.

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

Visit Our Website

“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Page 9

Merynda Adams to Play
Harp Monday at Library

DO-IT-YOURSELF
CLASSIFIED ADS

YOUNG AT HEART…Members of the Student Leadership Conference at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School spent the evening of December 2 at The
Chelsea at Fanwood assisted living residence for their group project. The project
was to bridge the generation gap by teaching Chelsea seniors how to play virtual
sports on the Wii game console. They also played Scrabble, chess and checkers
with the residents. Pictured above, residents take turns with virtual bowling.
Students looking on, shown left to right, are: Kristen Spirko, 12th grade; Meghan
Allen, ninth grade, and Brett Coffey, 10th grade.

Thursday, December 18, 2008

www.westfield-fitness.com

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &
Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

BE SURE TO USE
B YOUR DENTAL
INSURANCE OR FLEXIBLE SPENDING
ACCOUNTS BEFORE YEAR’S END!

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com
Dr.RobertV.Scalera,Jr.Dr.PatriciaE.Grantham
Dr.MartinL.Marks,EndodonticSpecialist
Dr.LaraMerker,PeriodonticandImplantSpecialist

All phases of dentistry for the entire family

 Free Introductory Visit 
Comprehensive Exam, Digital X-Rays, and Consultation
Reg. $295.00

Present this ad  Not valid with other offers  Exp. 12/31/08 CN

MinutesfromRt.22
DayEveningSaturdayAppointments
MostInsurancePlansAccepted
InterestFreeFinancingFlexiblePaymentsOptions
DentureLabonPremisesSameDayRepairs

908-322-7800
567 Park Ave Scotch Plains NJ

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

THE WEEK

Union County Wrestling Article
Pre-season Set for December 25
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BARNES, DEFREITAS LEAD TOUGH MIDDLEWEIGHTS

Devil Wrestlers Have Strong
Work Ethic, Deeper Lineup
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gaining a spot in the varsity lineup,
especially the middleweights, will be
much more difficult than it has been
in previous years for members of the
Westfield High School wrestling
team. The 35-strong squad, depending on certification, should be able to
fill all of the weight classes.
“The work ethic and the attitude of
this room, we are probably about
seven/eight weeks ahead of where
we’ve been at this point last year. We
are a more balanced lineup. We are
deeper. This group of kids has worked

harder in the off-season. They want to
be here,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Glen Kurz said.
From the 125-lb class to the 160-lb
class, the competition should be
fierce.
“We are two or three deep. We
haven’t really had this problem before. It’s a problem I don’t really
mind having. We have some very
good wrestlers, who won’t be able to
crack into our starting lineup,” said
Kurz.
Senior captain John Barnes, winner of two District 11 titles and second in Region 3 at 125-lbs, caught a

glimpse of Atlantic City (AC) last
year but plans to do much more than
that this year at 125 lbs or 130 lbs.
Senior Nick DeFreitas, who placed
second in the district at 119 and finished 14-6, is also sighting those
classes. Sophomore Christian Barber
won the district title at 130-lbs last
year and came up one win short of
qualifying for AC may compete at
135-lbs.
“Those three get in a group and you
watch them go, it’s awesome just to
watch them scrap it out with each
other,” Kurz said. “John has an ‘X’
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY FOR A NEW ERA IN GIRLS HOOPS…Tri-captains Charlotte O’Leary, left, Tara Handza, center, and Kerri
Pringle are ready to lead the Blue Devils into a new era of girls basketball.

HANDZA, PRINGLE, O’LEARY SELECTED TRI-CAPTAINS

Blue Devils Envision New Era
To Begin in Girls Basketball
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY DEEP IN MIDDLE WEIGHTS…The Blue Devil matmen are very talented in the middleweight classes. Pictured,
left to right, are: Sam Reichbach, Joe Panarese, Christian Barber, Nick DeFreitas and John Barnes.

GREEN, DOMANSKI SELECTED ALL-WC FIRST TEAM

Raider Gridders Experienced
Growing Pains, Finished 4-6
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Growing pains posed quite a challenge for this year’s Scotch PlainsFanwood High School football team
that experienced a very tough schedule and finished with a 4-6 record.
“We were young. We had to take a
tight end and make him into a quarterback. We had a lot of first-year
guys, who contributed, so the lack of
experience was a problem. There were
some growing pains,” Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli said.
That tight end, junior Gary
Binkiewicz, had to take his lumps,
learning the difficult position, while
his inexperienced line had to hone
their skills.
“The offensive line was a concern.
We did get better as the year went on.
The tight end was a concern and that
got better with Billy Johnston stepping it up blocking. Petros Petridis,
Ryan Brown, Antonio Dinizo came
along on offense. We had the ability
to move the ball just about against
anybody. They did grow as a unit.
Gary showed some great games. I
think he’s going to be good,” said
Ciccotelli.
Binkiewicz completed 70 of 149
passes for 911 yards, six touchdowns
(TD) and three interceptions. He also
rushed 165 yards and one TD. Senior
captains Anthony Taylor (halfback)
and Marcus Green (fullback/linebacker) provided most of the Raiders’ offense. Taylor carried 227 times
for 1,361 yards and 16 TDs and Green
rumbled 556 yards, with six TDs, on
72 carries. Green also had 13 receptions for 193 yards and three TDs.
Defensively, Green was all over the
field with 124 tackles, three forced
fumbles, one fumble recovery and
one interception.
“Anthony had a great year. We
moved the ball against a lot of teams.

We had Marcus blocking for him and
getting the job done. He is one of the
best blockers I’ve ever had. As a linebacker, he was the glue that held our
defense together. Both did a great

job,” coach Ciccotelli said.
Of the wide out corps, junior Doran
Nelson had 19 catches for 274 yards,
senior Adam Clark had 11 catches for

Five years ago, the Westfield High
School (WHS) girls basketball team
suffered through an 0-23 season, then
entered freshmen Erin Miller, Gab
O’Leary and Stephanie Slodycka,
who began a new era and by the end
of the 2008 season, captured a Union
County Tournament (UCT) crown and
finished with a 17-7 record. Many
opponents may think that this year’s
Blue Devils may be facing a rebuilding season. But think again!
“We are going to have some nice
size inside. We will have some speed
on the perimeter,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Joe Marino said. “It’s going to
be fun!”
Senior Tara Handza, who had a
team-high 20 points in the 44-34 victory over Elizabeth in the UCT title
game, scored 324 points, including
23 three-pointers, had 40 steals and
dished out 46 assists last year. Her
ability to hit from the outside as well
as drive to the basket makes her a
formidable opponent.
“Tara works hard in practice and
wants to win. She is not a selfish

January is On Us
Join the JCC Now

You know you should. Now you can.
Let the Y show you how.
 Knows the
value of exercise but

The Westfield Area Y
is introducing a new wellness
approach: 12 weeks to a
Healthier You.
This new personalized
support experience is included
with all adult full facility
memberships!
Join or rejoin the Y by
January 31st and receive:

doesn’t have time

 Doesn’t know how to get
motivated to start exercising
again

 Needs the support to stick
with a workout plan

 Has health issues that would
benefit from regular exercise

The new Y personalized
support experience will:

•

Be led by a Y wellness
professional

•

Consist of small support
groups

•

Provide workouts in a
private environment

•

Teach you how to properly use
equipment

•

Help you track your progress

“Anne is a good rebounder. She can
shoot from the short corner,” Marino
said.
Senior Charlotte O’Leary and
sophomore Katie Ponce added balance to the starting lineup with tenacious defense.
“Katie brings her speed from the
soccer field to the basketball court.
Charlotte is going to do well on the
outside. She can shoot. We are going
to have some people who can shoot
from the outside,” Marino said.
Juniors Nikki Aronson, Amanda
Markowski and Sarah Nelson are
expected to see more playing time
this season, along with junior Gabby
Cerami and sophomores Martina
Landeka and Danielle Miller.
“It’s going to be interesting because we were putting pieces of the
puzzle together, trying to stay together because of so many injuries
last year. If we can stay healthy, it’s
going to be a lot of fun this year,”
Marino said. “We are aiming to keep
our championship. That’s our number-one goal. Then our number-two
goal is to make a run in the state
championship.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Westfield Area Y
A person who:

player. She is going to try to distribute
the ball to the people who are open. We
know everyone is looking to stop Tara,
but other people can step up and do the
job as well,” coach Marino said.
The return of junior Diana Venezia,
who sat out her sophomore season
due to injury, will be a valuable asset
offensively and defensively. In her
freshman season, she scored 183
points and led the team with a WHS
freshman record 201 rebounds.
“We are looking forward to seeing
Diana in action. She’s definitely going to bring something positive to the
court,” coach Marino said.
Seniors Kerri Pringle and Gab
Jakub, who also were injured last
year, will also add offensive and defensive strength under the boards.
“Kerri is healthy. She can shoot
from the outside. She can also play
the inside game. Gabby is a scrapper
inside. She likes to bang it up in there
and that is what we are looking for,”
said coach Marino.
Junior Anne Knisely progressed
nicely at center in her first varsity
season. She bucketed 108 points and
pulled down 89 boards.

∗
∗
∗

1/2 OFF the Joiner’s Fee
($75 savings value)
FREE limited edition 85th
anniversary t-shirt
A special VIP invitation to
a New Member Wellness
Day, Sat., February 7th

Commit to your New
Year’s Resolution by
joining today and take
advantage of this new
workout experience!
OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Westfield Area Y *220 Clark St. * Westfield, NJ
07090* 908-233-2700 * www.westfieldynj.org

Take advantage of the value a JCC membership offers you and
\RXUIDPLO\:RUNRXWLQWKH¿WQHVVFHQWHUWDNHDFODVVOHDUQWRFRRN
VZLPODSVRUNLFNEDFNLQWKHFDIH0DNHLW\RXUKRPHDZD\IURPKRPH
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Wilf Jewish Community Campus
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
ZZZMFFQMRUJ

Financial Assistance is available.
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TOWN OF WESTFIELD
2009 CURBSIDE COLLECTION SCHEDULE

BY GREAT NORTHERN RECYLCING

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

WARD 1
(Mondays)

WARD 2
(Tuesdays)

WARD 3
(Wednesdays)

12, 26
9, 23
9, 23
6, 20
4, 18
1, 15, 29
13, 27
10, 24
7*, 21
5, 19
2, 16, 30
14, 28

13, 27
10, 24
10, 24
7, 21
5, 19
2, 16, 30
14, 28
11, 25
8, 22
6, 20
3, 17
1, 15, 29

14, 28
11, 25
11, 25
8, 22
6, 20
3, 17
1, 15, 29
12, 26
9, 23
7, 21
4, 18
2, 16, 30

WARD 4
(Thursdays)
1*, 15, 29
12, 26
12, 26
9, 23
7, 21
4, 18
2, 16, 30
13, 27
10,24
8, 22
5, 19
3, 17, 31

* January 1st is a holiday. The pickup for Ward 4 will be on Friday, January 2nd
* September 7th is a holiday. The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Friday, September 11th
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From Collecting Cards
To Having Her Own

Raiders

Devil of the Week
Matt Marcus
Bowling

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Walk Down Memory L
ane
Lane
From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times – www.goleader.com
December 21, 2000: The Westfield
High School swimming boys were
generous host to top-ranked Holy
Spirit, losing by a respectable 93-77
score. Vincent Chen touched first in
the 100-yard backstroke with a time
of 57.87 and Zach Coppa tied for first
in the 50-yard freestyle with a time of
23:04
December 19, 2001: Dreams
turned into reality for the Raider wrestling team when all 14 Raiders stepped
on the mat with positive intentions
and startled perennial Union County
top dogs, Roselle Park, 39-28, in
Scotch Plains. Huge victories by
sophomores Charlie Bachi (160) and
Andrew Silber (171) shifted the scales
in the Raiders’ favor and a fall by
junior Matt Loomis (215) made the
dream a reality.
December 2002: Blue Devil senior goalie Megan Connors was selected to The Star Ledger All-State
Second Team in girls soccer. Connors
and senior defender Ashley Kent were
selected to the All-Group 4 Second

Team and Susan Williams was named
to the Third Team. All three were
named to the All-UC First Team and
the 20-3-3 Blue Devils, who finished
fourth in the state rankings, were
named Union County Team of the
Year.
December 2003: Serving as Blue
Devil girls’ assistant soccer coach
from 1985 through 1990 and taking
over the reins as head coach in 1991,
Peter Giordano formally announced
it was time to let go and retired this
year. His teams won seven Union
County championships, nine
Watchung Conference titles, seven
state sectional titles and were state
Group 4 runners-up three times. He
was named 1991 Area Coach of the
Year and, in 1992 and 1994, was
named Union County coach of the
Year. In 1994 and 2002, Giordano
became New Jersey Girls’ Soccer
Coaches Association and large school
Coach of the Year.
Early December 2004: Raider senior football defenseman Marc Fabiano
was named to The Star-Ledger AllUnion County First Team and the AllGroup 3 Second Team in defense.

It seems like only yesterday that I
walked into CJ’s Extra Innings, when it
was located on South Avenue in what is
now a laundry store, and CJ pointed out
this young girl who was there to buy
some NBA cards.
“Can you guess whose daughter this
is?” my brother said.
It took one glimpse, maybe two seconds, before I answered, “Boo.” The
daughter of Russell (Boo) Bowers
smiled. Her name was Tamecka Dixon,
at the time maybe the 11- or 12-yearold daughter of one of WHS’s all-time
best basketball players.
Imagine my surprise the other day,
while googling away the hours before
work (or was it googling away the
hours at work?), when I googled
Tamecka and found out she had just
finished her 11th year in the WNBA!
Last week she celebrated her 33rd birthday!
Dixon, the daughter of Bowers (’77)
and Portia Dixon (’76), was a freshman
on coach Dave Shapiro’s 1990 WHS
varsity team that went 19-6, still the
best one-year record in school history,
although it suffered second-round
losses in both the county and state
tournaments. As the first player off the
bench, the talented ninth-grader scored
173 points, fifth on the team behind
Marcie Williams (302), Claudia
Carnevale (263), Kim Kumpf (226)

Devil Wrestlers Have Work Ethic, Deep Lineup
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

factor. He refuses to lose. He finds a
way to win. I think Christian and
Nick can be that way. I think we can
send three kids down to Atlantic City.”
Senior Joe Panarese, second in the
district at 140-lbs last year, will remain at 140-lbs. According to Kurz,
“Panarese has been looking very good
in practice.”
Senior Sam Reichbach won the
district title at 135-lbs last year had
jumped to 145-lbs this year.
“He’s probably the front runner for
45 and (senior) Pat Younger has
stepped up and looks like he is going
to be a solid 152 pounder. We got
Ryan Jennings, who has got to be in
the mix. He’s a kid we got to get in the
lineup. Brian Henry could have a
great year. The question is we have to
find a spot for him. Chris Tomasso is
in that 152/160 range. The good news
is the kids, who are in our starting

lineup are going to be tough to beat.
They have some of the best competition right from within this practice
room,” Kurz said.
At the top end of the scale, senior
heavyweight Joe Kania enjoyed a brief
stay at AC last year and is eying a
somewhat longer stay this season.
“Joe had some success at the end of
last year. We are hoping that can carry
over,” said Kurz. “From ‘60 to 215 is
going to be the question mark on how
far this team goes. We have a bunch of
kids in those spots, who put in a good
off-season of wrestling. If those guys
make a jump to that next level and
could really solidify the top of the
lineup, we are going to have an excellent year.”
Alan Workman, Rob Granstrand
and freshman Keiran Cline will be in
the mix at 160, Bill Kim will compete
at 171 and Zach Frantz will compete

at 189 or 215.
“Kim has come a long way. He is
much stronger. He’s got a little confidence,” commented Kurz.
The 103 and 112-lb classes will be
occupied by freshmen Mike Kalimtzis
and Troy Skibitsky.
“Mike and Troy! I don’t think we’ve
had two kids come in with so much
experience since I’ve been here. These
two kids are wrestlers. That’s what
they do. They are committed to it.
Technically, they are light years ahead
of where any of our kids have been
before as freshmen. The sky is the
limit for those kids. Those kids got to
be thinking about immediate success
this year and they got to be thinking
about state medals down the road,”
said Kurz.
Immediately down the road will be
the Kearny Tournament on December 20.

and Rene Stevens (218).
But she transferred to Linden the
next year, helping the Tigers win a
couple of state Group 4 titles. After
high school Dixon was off to the University of Kansas, where she averaged
14.2 points for her career, was named
Big 12 Player of the Year and earned
All-America honors in 1997.
Timing is everything, and as Dixon
graduated from college and had to be
wondering what to do with her adult
life, the WNBA was holding its first
draft in anticipation of its inaugural
season of women’s professional basketball. Dixon was a second-round pick,
No. 14 overall, by the Los Angeles
Sparks.
She earned a couple of championship rings in L.A and had a career-best
year in 2003, averaging 13.7 points per
game. In 2006, after eight years in
L.A., she was traded to the Houston
Comets, where she has played the last
three years. (The Comets folded last
month, so Dixon’s professional career
is currently up in the air.)
As a pro, Dixon has averaged 10.3
ppg in both the regular season and the
playoffs. She averaged 8.8 ppg this
past season and has 3,368 career points
in 11 years.
And she is one of just six players
from the original WNBA season still
playing, the others being Vickie
Johnson, Lisa Leslie, Mwadi Mabika,
Sheryl Swoopes and Tina Thompson.
It may have seemed like only yesterday that Tamecka Dixon was buying
basketball cards at CJ’s, but in reality
it’s a long time ago. Now she even has
her own WNBA cards. Wonder how
much her rookie card is worth.
WHS BCS UPDATE
After hours calculating the results of
our WHS BCS football playoffs, with
each entry getting two points for each
correct opening-round winner, four for
the quarterfinals, six for the semifinals,
eight for the consolation game and 10
for the championship game, the winner
of a night at the Jolly Trolley is Steve
(Steamboat) Merrill.
(Since he lives in rural Warren
County, “Boat” will get an afternoon of
hot dogs and the Fencz brothers at
Charlie’s Pool Room in Alpha!)
Merrill (WHS ’71) was the only entrant to correctly pick all eight firstround winners AND all four quarterfinal
winners! He even picked 1947 over
1961 (in the consolation, not the final)
and finished with 32 points, out of a
possible 50.
The critical matchups in the 16-team

tournament came in the opening round,
where most entrants picked the 14thseeded ’74 squad to upset the thirdseeded ’47 team, and in the semifinals,
where every entrant went by the seeds
and took the ’77 and ’70 teams.
Others who had the most points were:
Glen Kehler (6-3, 24), Don Mokrauer
(7-2, 22), Scott Selert (7-2, 22), Jerry
Livesey (6-2, 20), Bruce Moran (6-2,
20) and Dave Machlowitz (5-2, 18).
Many thanks to all who took the time to
participate!
THIS AND THAT
@ The WHS girls basketball team
opens at home Saturday, 2 p.m., against
North Hunterdon, then plays Chester
(Pa.) on Sunday, 3 p.m., in the Lady
Phoenix Classic at University High
School in Newark. While graduation
took the three girls who helped turn
WHS from winless to winning – Erin
Miller, Gab O’Leary and Steph
Slodyczka – coach Joe Marino’s squad
is still very deep and very talented.
Veterans Tara Handza, Kerri Pringle,
Katie Ponce, Amanda Markowski, Char
O’Leary, Anne Knisely, Sarah Nelson
and Nikki Aronson will be buoyed by
the return of Diana Venezia and Gabby
Jakub, who both missed all of 2007-08
with injuries. And sophomores Martina
Landeka and Dani Miller will make
major contributions.
@ Tomorrow afternoon at 4, WHS
will host SP-F in the boys basketball
season opener. The Raiders are coming
off a tremendous season that saw them
win the state Group 3 championship.
After three straight winning seasons,
the Devils went 7-18 last season, but
return six solid letter winners: seniors
Tony DiIorio, Mike Lessner, Chris
Sheehan and Dave Pusar, junior Pat
Gray and sophomore Ryan Hess. Pat
Sabatino, Hugo Nolasco and Jaraad
Rogers will all help.
@ The WHS boys and girls swim
teams have a major confrontation this
afternoon at the Somerset Valley Y,
when they take on perennial power
Bridgewater-Raritan. The Panthers annually meet the Blue Devils in the
sectional finals in Bayonne, and they
reportedly have a loaded girls team this
winter. The aquatic action shifts to
Wallace Pool at the Westfield Y on
Saturday night when WHS and SP-F
square off at 7. If past history is any
indication, you should arrive by 6 if
you want to be guaranteed a seat. WHS
is coming off a state Public A championship year for both its boys and girls
teams, and both knocked off ’08 Public
B champs Mountain Lakes last week.
But SP-F, led by Zach Peart, Mike
Henkels, Joe Dunn and Greg Baliko,
will be among the favorites to win boys
Public B this year, especially after St.
Joseph transfers Dan and Mike
Napolitano become eligible in early
January. And the Raiders’ girls usually
are a county and state threat.
@ While WHS enjoyed a 9-1-1 record
in head-to-heads with SP-F this fall,
faithful reader “lazarusd” points out that
in tournament play among the “big three”
fall sports of football, boys soccer and
girls soccer, it was advantage SP-F,
which was 6-2 in states and 5-1 in the
UCT, while WHS was 0-3, 3-2.
@ A couple weeks ago we listed a
bunch of former football players who
would’ve given up a 15-yard penalty to
make a point against an opponent/coach

who “appeared to be” running up the
score. We forgot two guys who should
have been near the top of the list: Bruce
Jester and Matt Ince.
BIRTHDAY BOYS
A happy belated 69th birthday (Nov.
30) to faithful Den reader “lynchnd.” A
Red Bank Catholic graduate, he has
lived in town for years and become
both a faithful follower of the Blue
Devils, and a constant critic of the Den.
He’s also buddies with former Franklin
Bowler Chet (The Jet) West.
On Dec. 10, I toasted what would
have been the 122nd birthday of one of
the all-time great actors, the late Victor
Andrew de Bier Everleigh McLaglen.
Born in 1886, he starred in such early
classics as What Price Glory?, Beau
Geste, The Lost Patrol, The Informer,
Wee Willie Winkie, Gunga Din, Fort
Apache and The Quiet Man. He won an
Academy Award in 1935 for his portrayal of Gypo Nolan in The Informer,
and should have won in 1939 as Sgt.
MacChesney in Gunga Din. He died in
November 1959.
Last Thursday we missed the 62nd
birthday of former WHS soccer/
baseballer Ed Thorne (’64), now living
in Plymouth, Mass., and a faithful reader
of the Den. And today is the 61st birthday of Ed’s brother, Rick (’67), now in
West Columbia, S.C.
IN PASSING
Once upon a time, Dwight
Eisenhower, Richard Nixon and Ronald
Reagan and their followers thought if
somebody was a folk singer it meant
they belonged to the communist party.
To sing songs of protest – against capitalism (or pro-union), a bad war or unequal rights – was thought to be subversive by many in the Joe McCarthy era.
Pete Seeger, Bob Dylan and Joan
Baez were at the head of that group.
But there were other lesser-knowns,
like the late Phil Ochs and the great
black balladeer Odetta, whose voice,
which once went hand-in-hand with
the civil rights movement of the ’60s,
was recently silenced by a heart attack
at the age of 77.
Two years after singing at the August
1963 March on Washington (just prior
to Martin Luther King’s “I have a
dream” speech), her album “Odetta
Sings Bob Dylan” was one of my favorites. The Birmingham-born Odetta
Holmes gave awesome interpretations
of Dylan’s “Don’t Think Twice It’s
Alright, The Times They Are AChangin’, Masters of War, Blowin in
the Wind, With God on Our Side, Paths
of Victory” and others.
And not that we ever saw any of her
work, other than when “Filmfax” magazine did a couple of feature/cover stories on the blonde bombshell, but 1950’s
pin-up girl supreme Bettie Page passed
away last week at the age of 85.
DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub
from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East) is Matt
Marcus. The senior tri-captain rolled a
658 series (215-218-225) as the Blue
Devils captured the team title at the
recent Bishop Ahr Tournament.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!

WF Y Devilfish Boys Defeat
Montclair Y Boys, 108-100

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

DESIGN * REMODELING
DEVELOPMENT
RECENT PROJECTS

The Westfield Y Devilfish Boys “A”
swim team beat Montclair Y, 108-100,
on November 29. Westfield’s Steven
Husch set the team’s 200-yard individual medley (IM) record with a time
of 2:19.98, besting the previous time
of 2:21.19.
In 100IM, 10Us Ryan Daniel and
Evan Moore finished 1-2. In the 200IM,
11-12s Stephen Husch and Francis
Wong touched 1-2; 13-14s Daniel
Pesin and Connor Moore went 2-3;
and 15-18s Colin Terwelp and Andrew Cordeiro finished 2-3.
In 50-freestyle, 8U Eric Bebel finished second. In 100-free, 9-10s Lucas
Fan and Nicholas Youssef finished 12; 11-12 Luke McGrory finished third.
In 200-free, 15-18 Matt Meserole won.
In 25-breaststroke, 8Us Ryan Bebel
and Jack Cifelli went 1-3. In 50-breast,
9-10s Stefan Crigler, Lucas Fan and
Jack Naughton swept; and 11-12s
Aidan Donadio and Mark Trinkle went
1-2. In 100-breast, 15-18 Larry Zhang

finished second.
In 25-backstroke, 8U Thomas
Moore finished second. In 50-back, 910s Colin Daniel, Stefan Crigler and
Evan Moore swept; and 11-12 Luke
McGrory won. In 100-back, 13-14
Daniel Pesin finished third; and 1518s Matt Meserole and Colin Terwelp
finished 1-3.
In 25-butterfly, 8Us Eric Bebel and
Matthew Barmakian finished 2-3. In 50fly, 9-10s Ryan Daniel, NicholasYoussef
and Jack Naughton swept; 11-12 Stephen
Husch won. In 100-fly, 13-14 Matthew
Daniel won; and 15-18s Larry Zhang
and John Taylor finished 1-3.
In the 200-medley relay, 9-10s Matthew Barmakian, Stefan Crigler, Colin
Daniel and Ryan Daniel; 11-12s Luke
McGrory, Stephen Husch, Francis
Wong and Aidan Donadio; 13-14s Max
Shin, Connor Moore, Mathew Daniel
and Anthony Gurrieri; and 15-18s Matt
Meserole, Larry Zhang, John Taylor
and Jack Lorentzen touched first.
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FERRARA, RIDGE, DESIATO NAMED TEAM CAPTAINS

Blue Devils Had Right Stuff
Raider Matmen Need to Win
For Fine Girls Soccer Season
Big in Strong Weight Classes
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls’
soccer team had the right ingredient
for success but youth and inexperience denied them the championships
they were seeking. The Blue Devils
finished 14-3-2 to give Katie
Wertheimer, in her fifth year as head
coach, a career of 67-25-6.
“We managed to outshoot most of
our opponents but did not outscore
some of those opponents. The girls
certainly knew how to work hard and
play with a lot of heart,” coach
Wertheimer said. “Sometimes your
successes are not going to be reflected
in those big wins and you have to look
at success in a different way.”
The top-seeded Blue Devils chilled
Roselle Catholic and shut down Union
in the Union County Tournament before losing to A.L. Johnson in the
semifinals.
“They had a total of two (shots) and
they scored two goals whereby we
had seven,” said Wertheimer.
Seeded second Westfield’s attempt
to regroup failed when they dropped a
4-2 shootout to Union in the North
Jersey, Group 4, Section 2.
“We were not as well prepared. We
came out flat and they took advantage
of the situation in the shootout. The
bottom line is that we should have
beaten them on the field,” said
Wertheimer.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

During the regular season, the Blue
Devils stunned Scotch PlainsFanwood, 3-0, on September 15, then
tied them 1-1 on October 15.
“Both teams always get up for those
games. The first game, we were just
fired up. My kids finished, took advantage of opportunities, great on transition and were able to take it to them
that day. We dominated and it showed
that our team has a lot of character.”
The Blue Devils outscored their
opponents, 48-6, and were led by senior co-captains, Tara Handza and
Briana Goncalves.
“I could not ask for better leadership. On and off the field, they led by
example. Hard workers academically,
involved in extra curricular and on the
field always encouraging the other
girls,” coach Wertheimer said.
Handza (All-Union County [UC]
First Team, selected NJGSCA State
Top-20 Player) led the team in scoring
with eight goals and five assists.
“Pretty impressive considering that
she moved from forward back into the
midfield and she still continued to be
an offensive threat,” said Wertheimer.
Goncalves, in her third varsity year,
netted two goals and four assists.
“She was a really a presence in the
backfield, always communicating
while keeping us pumped up,” said
Wertheimer.
Junior goalkeeper Meghan Brody
finished with 12 shutouts.
“She did a fantastic job. A great
presence back there; the type of kid
who always communicates with her
defense and shows her skills season
long. She was real confident, which is
key,” said Wertheimer.
Sophomore forwards, Hannah
Kronick finished with six goals and
two assists and Samantha Costello
netted seven goals and five assists.
“The two of them really worked
nicely on top, a lot of combination
play. They both have speed, strength

and we’re hoping they they’ll have a
little more composure in front of the
goal to really finish some of those
opportunities next year,” said
Wertheimer.
One of the most consistent players,
according to coach Wertheimer was
senior midfielder Brittany Cortinhal.
“She did an outstanding job. You always knew you were going to get one
hundred percent out of her each game.
She was great in winning the fiftyfifty’s, her crosses and her corner kicks
were just outstanding.”
Junior defenders Rebecca Kape (UC
Third Team), Katie Esler and Grace
Mackenzie (Group 4, Second Team,
UC First Team) had strong seasons.
“Six goals over the coarse of 19
games, that’s outstanding. Meg Brody
certainly was a big part but it would
not have happened without the defense. Mackenzie; just an incredible
force to be reckoned with, never shying away and getting the ball up field.
Kape, lots of versatility! She played
both midfield and in the back. Winning the fifty-fifty, knowing how to
use her body to shield the ball was her
game. Esler plays every single minute
and one of the top defenders in our
county. Without the three of them we
certainly would not have been as stingy
as we were on defense,” said coach
Wertheimer.
Added to the list include sophomore Julia Spiridigliozzi and senior
starter Arielle Ziering. “Julia did a
wonderful job out of the back and
Arielle proved to be a consistent and
hard working player on the outside,”
said Wertheimer.
Despite graduating fine players, the
Blue Devils plan to remain a power to
beat next year. “Our goal is to get the
job done. This year we had a great
record, but did we win the counties?
No! Did we go far in the states? Not as
far as we would have liked,” concluded coach Wertheimer.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Aware of a few vacant weight classes
and some inexperienced wrestlers in
two of the upper weight classes, this
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team needs to win
big in their stronger weight classes to
qualify for the sectional tournament at
the end of the season.
“This team is amazing. Their work
ethic is amazing. They go for it. They
are excited for the season but we got to
get the extra points, bonus points where
we are strong. We need our experienced guys to come through,” Raider
Head Coach John Scholz said.
Seniors Mike Ferrara (152 lbs) and
Rob Desiato (160-lbs) and junior Mike
Ridge (145 lbs) have been selected
team captains. Ferrara finished 27-10
last year to bring his career record to
68-37. Desiato, a tough wrestler, had
tough luck last year with an injury but
is expected to come through with a

strong season and Ridge, a district
champ at 145-lbs last year fell one
victory shy of qualifying for AC and
finished with a 24-14 record.
“Those three guys, I got to get extra
from them, and the other seniors and
juniors got to follow. They got to make
up for where we are not as strong but
I know those kids will be open to
develop as we go along,” coach Scholz
said.
Ridge, “is an athlete. He has great
knowledge and is a leader in the room.
If I could model kids, he would be the
one I would like to model off,” commented Scholz.
Ferrara, “if he wrestles at ’52, he is
going to stay strong. He doesn’t have
to worry about the weight. He looks
bigger. I see him being another kid
making the trip to AC this year,” Scholz
said.
Desiato, “had a couple of concussions. When he’s healthy, he’s great on
bottom, he’s great on top, he’s great

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUTTING ON THE CLAMP…Raider Mike Ferrara practices a cradle on
Wesley Morrison.

with his hips,” Scholz said.
Senior Joe Sebolao won the 171-lb
district title last year, using his unorthodox, snaky style. He may compete
at 160 or 171.
“You can never count him out of the
match. Sometimes (in bouts) you are
not sure what’s going to happen. It’s
an exciting match to watch. It’s a nailbiter a lot of times,” chuckled Scholz.
“With all that said, I know he wants to
do well. He is doing his job.”
Junior Tristan Bundy, who won the
district title last year, came up one
victory shy of qualifying for AC and
finished 26-12 at 119. He expects to
compete at the same class.
“Tristan is so focused. He did a lot
of off-season work, wrestling with
known guys. He’s one of the animals
on the team. I don’t see many beating
him in the area,” Scholz said.
Senior Wesley Morrison, who
wrestled a large number of tough
matches at 130 last year, has moved to
135 and should have a fine season.
“He literally, since the wrestling
season stopped, wrestled every single
day at clubs, tournaments, everywhere
else. He has so many moves. He understands so much. Now, he’s been
putting it all together,” Scholz said.
“It’s going to be great to see what he
does this year.”
At this point, there are no candidates for the 103-lb and heavyweight
classes but sophomore Nowell
Whitehouse should be expected to reap
a lot of wins at 112. Talented freshman
Sean Cannon, sophomore Shane
Squire and junior Troy Sacks will compete at 125 and 130 lbs. Junior Josh
Foote and senior Albert Cortes will
compete at 140. Senior Ryan
McCarthy may wrestle at 171. Junior
Brian Laspe and freshmen Andrew
Jacobs and Mike McFarlane will compete at 189 and senior Alex Figueroa
will compete at 215 lbs.
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DiIORIO, SHEEHAN, LESSNER NAMED TRI-CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Boy Cagers Gained
Experience, ‘Mental Maturity’
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With only three returning letter
winners and one senior on the team,
the Westfield High School boys basketball team had to take their lumps
in an extremely competitive Watchung
Conference, finishing with a 7-18
record. However, the experience that
the sophomores and juniors gained
on the court has translated to eight
returning letter winners.
“We gained a lot of experience
playing together. The fact that we are
physically and mentally more mature
is really going to be a big advantage.
One more year in the system, one
more summer of practicing, they
worked hard,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Kevin Everly said.
Senior forward/captain Tony

DiIorio led the team in scoring last
year with 273 points (10.9 average
per game). He also led the team in
rebounds with 112 and was second in
steals with 31.
“Tony has really improved his game
going to the basket. He can score at
the post and he’s really improved his
shooting over the summer,” Everly
said.
Senior point guard/captain Chris
Sheehan was invaluable across the
board last year. He dished out a teamleading 87 assists, filled his closet
full of basketballs with a team-leading 42 steals and pulled down 101
rebounds.
“He was one of our top rebounders.
He’s strong, athletic and a smart kid,”
noted Everly.
Senior guard/captain Mike Lessner,

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL TRI-CAPTAINS…Seniors Chris Sheehan, left, Mike Lessner,
center, and Tony DiIorio will lead the Blue Devil boys into an exciting season of
basketball.

Blue Devil Icemen Level
Hilltoppers, Highlanders
The Westfield High School ice
hockey team leveled Summit, 3-2, on
December 9 then added a 4-3, comefrom-behind 4-3 over the Governor
Livingston (GL) Highlanders on December 15 at Warinanco Park.
Junior defenseman Dylan Moran
notched the game winner over GL
with a power play goal with 1:35
remaining in the third period. Forward CJ Meyer earned the assist. The
Westfield defense and freshman
goaltender Steve Wronski, who faced
25 shots, preserved the win. The Blue
Devils registered 20 shots on goal.
Forward Joe Kramkowski converted on a feed from Meyer in the
first period but the Highlanders outshot Westfield 9-4 in the second period and scored two goals to take a 2-

1 lead. The Blue Devils tied the score
early in the third when junior Zander
Maslow converted passes from forwards Nick Attanasio and Henry
O’Brien. The Highlanders regained
the lead then O’Brien converted on a
shot from the blue line by defenseman
Colin Fitzhenry. Maslow picked up
the assist.
Against Summit in the Cron Tournament, the Hilltoppers took a 1-0
lead in the second period before Meyer
scored a power-play goal, converting
passes from Moran and Attanasio.
Summit scored with less than five
minutes remaining but O’Brien tied
the score 2-2. Kramkowski scored the
game winner after unleashing a quick
shot from the face-off circle. Attanasio
got his third assist of the game.

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING SUPPORT…Blue Devil goaltender Steve Wronski gets support in
front of his net from forward Henry O’Brien, left, and defenseman Dylan Moran
during Monday’s 4-3 victory over Governor Livingston.

who has been playing varsity since
his freshman season, bucketed 199
points (7.9 average), led in 3-pointers
with 27 and was second on the team
with 61 assists last year.
“He knows how to win. He’s going
to give us perimeter shooting and he
is a really good defensive player,”
Everly said.
Dave Pusar missed several games
last season due to a fractured elbow
and surgery on the inside of his mouth
but he managed to average 7.9 points
per game and finish with 135 points.
“We are going to look to him for
perimeter scoring. He takes the ball
to the basket. He plays with a lot of
intensity on the court,” said Everly.
Junior Ryan Hess also experienced
playing time.
“Ryan Hess has a passion for the
game and has the ability to take the
ball to the basket and finish. And he is
a good rebounder,” Everly said.
At 6’6”, junior Pat Sabitino, “has
developed into a really good post
player. He’s aggressive. He is one of
the best, shot blockers we’ve had. He’s
probably one of the biggest and most
athletic kids I’ve had since I’ve been
here and that’s been about 15 years
coaching varsity and JV,” said Everly.
Junior forward Pat Gray, presently
on the injured list, battled under the
boards, pulled 95 rebounds and scored
135 points, while leading the team by
hitting 58 percent of his field goals
last year.
“He’s a great athlete. He has good
basketball skills to score in the post.
He will be a good defensive player
and rebounder for us,” Everly said.
Junior guard Jared Rogers, “is a
smooth basketball player, makes good
decisions with the ball and controls
tempo,” Everly said.
The Blue Devils open at home tomorrow, December 19, against rival
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 4 p.m.

Raider Basketballers Look
To Talented Senior Squad
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seniors will dominate this year’s starting lineup of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys basketball team under first-year Head Coach and alumni
Ben Martinez. Last year, the senior
dominated Raiders finished with a 238 record, best ever in school history.
“Compared to last year’s team, this is
a different team. We had Brian Dougher,
the best player in Scotch Plains basketball history, so obviously we do not
have a guy that’s going to take his
points but we have a five to seven good
guys, who can score, so we’re hoping
for a more team oriented type of offensive attack,” coach Martinez said.
Last year, the Raiders defeated
Union Catholic in the first round of
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
then gave Rahway all they could
handle before being stopped in the
quarters.
“A tough game. We had some expectations but ran into a hot Rahway
team that was undefeated at the time.
They executed well and took us out of
our game,” coach Martinez said.
The Raiders won the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2, title over Colonia
and leveled Timber Creek to win its
first Group 3 championship before
being stopped by Immaculata in the
first round of the Tournament of
Champions.
“It was a fun ride. Colonia previously beat us the past two years so we
felt we owed them one. We came out;
probably clicked for the first time all
year both offensively and defensively
and no doubt were the best team ever
up to that date. Getting finally over
the hump of getting that first sectional title in 48 years was very exciting and the kids used that to go all the
way,” Martinez said.
This season, the strength up front
will begin with 6’7” senior co-captain Kevin Maroney, who displayed
toughness under the boards and can
shoot the ball.

Holy Trinity School Completes
Successful X-Country Season
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
took third place in all four cross-country meets in which they participated
this fall with their squad of 40 athletes.
The girls’ team dominated the
league led by the Wieszczek sisters,
Emily and Shannon, who either won
or placed second in all meets. Eighth
graders Kelly Glennon, Grace Kelly
and Amanda Williams each racked
up major points. Sisters Caitlin and
Colleen Glynn performed well, as
did Maddie and Grace Pfeifer. Mary
Kate, Meghan and Faith Hrinkevich
contributed consistently and Sarah
DiIorio assisted the squad with topfive performances.
Matt Newman and Jack and Billy
Skinner led the boys, ably assisted by
Billy Slaski, Matt Kujawski and Sean
Wieszczek. Fifth graders Billy
Fitzpatrick, Anthony Scalia, Peter
Hunziger, Luke Brezik and Mitchell
Kelly may provide the nucleus of a
strong JV team.
Good things are expected from
younger members and newcomers
Siobhan Hunziger, Alexandra Forbes,
Alex and Mary Brezik, Pete Skinner,
Daniel Scalia, Caroline and Grace
Cull, Allina Marie Garcia and
Alexander Gray. The team missed
standout Sean Puzzo’s contributions
as he was sidelined with an injury.
The season concluded at the Holy

Live The Dream...
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Trinity Invitational Meet, which drew
over 250 runners. Trish Fitzpatrick,
Cross Country Co-Director, said:
“The team had another very good
season and we were encouraged by
the large number of kids turning out
for Cross Country. We look forward
to defending our number-one title at
our invitational meet next May.”
Arlene Hrinkevich is the Co-Director and Lynn Kelly, Julia Grimes,
Lauren Stahl Wieszczek, Tom Glynn,
Janet Skinner, Bill Fitzpatrick and
Tim Gray coach the team. CYO students, led by Steven West, Sarah
Knapp and Matt Puzzo, assisted. Tony
and Alberta Fabio managed concessions and Skip Williams was the official photographer.

SPF Youth Baseball
Clinics to Be Held
Tom Baylock, the head baseball
coach at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, will hold his Winter Baseball
Clinic for players in Grades second
through seventh this winter at the
Ball Park in Springfield.
A session is scheduled for January
5, 12, 19 and 26, and another session
will be February 2, 9, 16 and 23. For
fees, times and registration forms,
please visit www.spfyba.org or call
The Ball Park at (973) 376-9295.

“Kevin can play inside-outside.
He’s very versatile, one our best defenders as well and he’s someone I
will use almost as a coach on the
floor,” said coach Martinez.
Senior power forward/co-captain
Marcus Green will be a strong, physical presence under the boards.
“He’s going to give you 100 percent. He’s a very, very physical force
and I expect that he will raise his
game up a level and be a real leader,”
Martinez said.
Senior Reggie Solomon will be the
starting point guard.
“Very experienced! Brings you
energy on the bench and on the floor!
He’s a very good defender, while
offensively he can shoot. He gets his
teammates involved and, myself being a former point guard, I expect a
lot out of him. I’m hoping he’s one of
our leaders out there on the floor.”
Melvin Hanciles returns as the starting shooting guard.

“I think he’s one of the top defenders in the state. One-on-one, he’s a
kid, who brought defensive presence
for us last year. Very athletic, a very
physical kid and we hope he can shut
down the opposing best player each
and every game,” Martinez said.
Senior Ismael Raymond, a 6’6”
center, who can step out and shoot the
ball, should be a strong defender.
“He led the team in charges and he’s
a kid we expect to lead us this year in
rebounds and block shots. He’s a real
physical force,” said Martinez.
Senior shooting guard Brandon Boyd
is expected to see substantial time.
“A very talented player and we are
expecting him to be an offensive force,”
said Martinez, who added “We feel we
can be one of the better defensive
teams in the county but that’s only if
we put it all together. Offensively, it
will be a team concept; we’re hoping
to get up and down the floor, fast break
and pound the ball inside as well.”

Raider Gridders Experienced
Growing Pains, Finished 4-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

310 yards, including three TDs, and
junior Mike Marsan had seven catches
for 76 yards.
Defensively, senior safety Mike
Ferrara recorded 73 tackles, two interceptions, three forced fumbles and
one fumble recovery. Junior linebacker
Alex Graham, who had 49 tackles, led
in sacks with four and had one interception. Seniors Johnston and Kenny
Azard had 51 and 34 tackles, respectively. Senior Brandon Harris had three
sacks and a fumble recovery and sophomore Matt Manns had two sacks.
Sophomore Quintin Blackwell had a
sack, an interception and a fumble
recovery. Senior captain Mark Renfree
had a pair of fumble recoveries. Marsan
had an interception for a TD.
“Linebacker, we had only Marcus
coming back. In the secondary, we
had only Mike Ferrara. Up front, we
had to replace everybody. There were
times we did some good things but
we weren’t consistent enough,”
Ciccotelli said. “Renfree played good
all year. Michael Ferrara was like the
quarterback of our defense.”
Despite a very inexperienced team
overall, the Raiders showed signs of
spunk in a loss to ninth-ranked
Irvington on opening day.

“We played very well against
Irvington. We were leading in every
statistic, time of possession, yards.
We did break down in a few things.
It’s tough to say that was our best
game overall but it probably was,”
coach Ciccotelli said. “I will remember them as a team that played hard
and never quit. They deserve as much
respect as any team that won a championship because of that attitude.”
Ciccotelli did, however, point out
the Raiders’ strong comeback in a
win over Shabazz and their secondhalf effort in their victory over Warren Hills.
Green was selected First Team AllWatchung Conference (WC), AllUnion County and All-Area, John
Domanski was named All-WC First
Team and Taylor was named All-WC
Second Team. One good thing, however, the experiences of the returning
Raiders this season should reap benefits next year.
“Doran Nelson has a chance to be
very good. Alex Graham did a nice
job. Matt Mann has a world of potential. Quintin Blackwell has a chance
to be real good. That experience bodes
well for the future,” commented
Ciccotelli.

FSPY Red Swim Boys Defeat
Hunterdon County Y Boys
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y
(FSPY) Boys “Red” swim team defeated the Hunterdon County Y boys
team in their third dual meet.
Individual Medley: 9-10s Nick
Heath and Nick Giardiello and 1112s Peter Tomljanovic and Brendan
McKenna finished 1-2. 13-14s Matt
DeBiasse and Chris Stankiewicz
touched 2-3. Mike Stankiewicz (1518) touched first.
Freestyle: 8-year-olds John
Williamson and Luciano Betman finished 1-2 in the 50-free. 9-10s Tyler
Daniskas and Chris Hoerrner finished
1-2 in the 100-free. 11-12s Brendan
McKenna, J.B. Walling and Declan
Murphy swept. In the 200 free, 1314s Anthony Pacheco and Nick
Constantine placed 1-2. M.
Stankiewicz (15-18) was first.

Breaststroke: 8Us Max Berg and
Betman took 1-2. 9-10s Nick Heath,
Zach Carter and Giardiello touched
1-2-3, as did 11-12s Jason Steinberg,
Walling and Henry Chang. 13-14s, C.
Stankiewicz and Pacheco touched 12. 15-18 Peter Weigel took first.
Backstroke: 9-10s Hoerrner
touched first and Christian Buren
swam well. 11-12s Alex Favreau and
Murphy finished 1-2. 13-14
Constantine placed second and 15-18
Michael Plate came in first.
Butterfly: Carter (9-10) and DeBiasse
(13-14) took first. 15-18s Weigel and
Plate had a dead-heat tie for first.
FSPY swept the medley relays, which
included strong swims by 11-12s Philip
Edwards, Tomljanovic, Favreau and
McKenna; and 15-18s Plate, Edwin
Way, Weigel and M. Stankiewicz.

NICHOLAS HOFMANN

has made a great move to Burgdorff ERA
I am proud to announce that I have joined Burgdorff ERA’s
Westﬁeld ofﬁce.
As a resident of Union County for the last 15 years, I have
extensive knowledge of the homes, neighborhoods and schools
that comprise the community. My philosophy is to treat my
clients the way I would want to be treated. I make a commitment
to personally provide each client with knowledgeable guidance,
advice and professional service throughout each step of the
buying and selling process.

Open the door to thousands of homes for sale at

Burgdorff.com

My attention to detail makes sure my clients experience a
smooth transition through the multiple stages of their
transaction. My leadership and management background
combined with my experience and extensive knowledge of
Union County equips me with a strong foundation to help my
clients attain their real estate goals.

Below is a Sample of
Our Houses for Sale
FANWOOD

WESTFIELD

$589,900. Beautiful vintage details. 6 BR 5 BA

$899,000. Wonderful Center Hall Colonial. 5 BR 3.1

Victorian home. ML#: 2527153. Westﬁeld Ofﬁce

BA. ML#: 2547746. Westﬁeld Ofﬁce 908 233-0065.

“Professionalism and
Personalized Service”

Please feel free to contact me on my direct line at
(908) 518-3778, my cell phone at (908) 403-3680 or via
email at nick-hofmann@burgdorff.com.

908 233-0065.

SCOTCH PLAINS

WESTFIELD

$699,000. Will build to suit! 4 BR 3.1 BA Colonial.

$1,195,000. Fabulous Colonial on 1/3 acre. 5 BR 3.1

ML#: 2602249. Westﬁeld Ofﬁce 908 233-0065.

BA. ML#: 2565354. Westﬁeld Ofﬁce 908 233-0065.

WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Avenue West • Westﬁeld, NJ 07090

908-233-0065
14 Ofﬁces Throughout New Jersey

Owned and Operated By NRT LLC

Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

www.burgdorff.com
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OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING
If you don’t have time to clean,
I will do it for you!
Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

WESTFIELD
Elm St. Professional Building
400 Sq. Ft. 2nd Fl, Parking,
Available Immediately!
$800.00 per month
(201) 891-1130

BLIZZAK TIRES & RIMS

HOUSE FOR RENT

For Sale. Bridgestone Blizzak
Tires and Rims. Used on Audi S4.
Less than 5000 miles. $600 for all
four, Price negotiable. Please call
(908) 232-5484 Bob or Sarah

WESTFIELD,
NO REALTOR FEES!!!
4bdrm, 2 full baths, appl. f/place.
Quiet street near Washington
School and park. $2,300.00/mo.
+ utls. (908) 279-4493

ELDERLY CARE AVAILABLE

European woman with 8 years
experience, responsible. Looking
for live-in, live-out, weekends,
nights. References available.
Call (908) 494-7689
PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline Next Week
Is Monday, 12/22/08

www.goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday,
December 9, 2008 the following ordinance
entitled:
AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY DECEMBER 14,
2008 IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS
was adopted on second and final reading.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 12/18/08, The Times Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES AWARD BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
CONTRACTOR: Richard C. Mariani,
Esq.; Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak
& Stewart, P.C.; 10 Madison Avenue,
Morristown, New Jersey 07960
NATURE OF SERVICE: Special legal
counsel to represent Thomas E. Atkins,
former Township Manager, in an employment matter (Lonergan v. Township of
Scotch Plains, et als)
DURATION: Completion of above.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $15,000. and
billed at the hourly rate of $225. for Richard Mariani, Esq. and $200. per hour for
any other support, and to be applied toward fees and costs for those services
which shall be subject to the approval of
the Township Attorney and which are not
covered by insurance.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 12/18/08, The Times Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE TO VENDORS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
TO PROVIDE DOCUMENT SCANNING
& ARCHIVAL SERVICES
The Town of Westfield is soliciting proposals for professional documentation archival services for Departments within the
Public Works Complex, located at 959
North Avenue West. The complex currently houses the Public Works, Engineering, Zoning and Building Departments,
and is currently in the process of determining methods to manage the large volume
of document filing. Due to limited storage
conditions within the existing building, the
Town has endorsed this archival process
for this Department.
The Town is soliciting bidders to present
proposals for the scanning, archiving and
destruction of these documents, as well as
providing a final product that has the ability
to integrate directly with the Town’s current GIS software program, developed by
Spatial Data Logic. The complete Request
for Proposal package is available to be
picked up at the office of the Town Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey.
Proposals will be received by the Town
Engineer, Town Of Westfield at the Public
Works Complex, 959 North Avenue, West,
Westfield, New Jersey, no later than the
close of business on Friday, January 30,
2009.
Kris McAloon
Acting Town Engineer
1 T - 12/18/08, The Leader Fee: $32.13

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on Thursday, January 8,2008 in Council
Chambers in the Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear and
consider the following application:
Mark Angelo (the “Applicant”) seeks
Minor Subdivision Approval allowing the
subdivision of the existing property known
as 1053 Prospect Street into three (3)
residential building lots. The existing house
will be removed and three (3) new single
family houses are proposed to be built on
the proposed new lots. The property is
also known as Lot No. 20 in Block No. 201
on the Tax Map of the Town of Westfield
and is located in the RS-16 District (RS-16
Zone).
In connection with said application for
Minor Subdivision Approval, the Applicant,
is also seeking variances from the following provisions of the Land Use Ordinance
of the Town of Westfield:
PROPOSED LOT 20.01
1. Section 11.05 E 2, Minimum Lot Area
within 178 feet of Depth. Ordinance requires 16,000 square feet of lot area within
178 feet of lot depth. Proposed lot has
15,915 square feet of lot area within 178
feet of lot depth. Existing lot has a lot area
of 47,746 square feet within 178 feet of lot
depth.
2. Section 11.05 E 2, Minimum Lot Width.
Ordinance requires a minimum lot width of
90 feet. Proposed lot has a lot width of
89.47 feet. Existing lot has a lot width of
286.67 feet.
3. Section 11.05 E 3, Minimum Lot Frontage. Ordinance requires a minimum lot
frontage of 90 feet. Proposed lot has a lot
frontage of 89.56 feet. Existing lot has a
frontage of 268.67 feet.
PROPOSED LOT 20.02
1. Section 11.05 E 2, Minimum Lot Area
within 178 feet of Depth. Ordinance requires 16,000 square feet of lot area within
178 feet of lot depth. Proposed lot has

CLASSIFIEDS

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
2009 REGULAR MEETINGS
In compliance with the Open Public
Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975,
regular meetings of the Zoning Board of
Adjustment of the Township of Scotch
Plains, Union County, New Jersey will be
held in Council Chambers, First Floor,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. on
the following Thursdays in 2009 unless
otherwise noted:
January 8, 2009-Reorganizational 7:00 pm.
February 5, 2009
March 5, 2009
April 2, 2009
May 7, 2009
June 4, 2009
July 9, 2009
September 3, 2009
October 1, 2009
November 5, 2009
December 3, 2009
January 7, 2010-Reorganizational 7:00 pm.

HELP WANTED

Full-Time
Manager / Counter Person
needed for
Italian Gourmet Food Deli.
Please call (917) 502-4948

GET ONE MONTH FREE RENT!

*Sign a 12-month lease and get
the 13th month’s rent FREE!
Elegantly appointed
apartments include
full-size washer/dryer and
free basic cable.
Plus, clubhouse with heated
pool, fitness center, cyberlibrary, and activities director
who plans community events.
Garages and storage units
available.
Move in now!
1 BR/1BA apartments from
$1,500/month
Call (908) 206-9452
for hours and directions
The Club at Autumn Ridge
Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ
www.MillenniumHomes.com
* on select units only

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
2009 REGULAR MEETINGS
In compliance with the Open Public
Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975,
Regular Meetings of the Planning Board of
the Township of Scotch Plains, Union
County, New Jersey will be held in Council
Chambers, First Floor, Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey at 7:30 p.m. on the following Mondays in 2009, unless otherwise indicated:
January 12
January 26
February 9
February 23
March 9
March 23
April 13
April 27
May 11
Wednesday, May 27
June 8
June 22
July 13
July 27
September 14
Wednesday, September 30
Wednesday, October 14
October 26
November 9
November 23
December 14

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Sam & Oefsere Ferizi, for a building
coverage variance to construct a 290
square foot, one-story addition for property located at 182 William Street, Block
3904, Lot 2, R-3A Zone from the following
section of the Scotch Plains Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-3.4A, Para. H, Col. 11Building Coverage, Maximum allowed:
30%; Proposed: 37.96%
David Yan, for a rear setback variance
to permit the construction of a deck at
property located at 6 Shirewood, Scotch
Plains, Block 11603, Lot 11.03 from the
following section of the Scotch Plains Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-3.4B, Para. F, Col. 11, R2B Zone, Minimum Required: 40 feet;
Proposed: 30 feet.
Martin Schmiede, for a use variance to
utilize existing storage space located on
the second floor for office space with five
work stations and add lavatory facilities.

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its December 8, 2008 meeting for the
following applications heard at its November 10, 2008 meeting.
David & Jaren Wright, 712 Oak Avenue, Applicant sought an extension of
variance approval memorialized December 10, 2007 to construct an addition contrary to Sections 12.04F1 and 12.04F3 of
the Land Use Ordinance. 1 year extension
approved.

Mathematics tutoring offered by
graduate of Princeton & Harvard.
Over 14 years experience
preparing students for SAT,
GMAT, GRE, SAT II Math Levels
1 & 2, SSAT and academic tutoring
including algebra, geometry,
trigonometry, precalculus &
probability. Will travel to your
home. Please call: (917) 637-0438

Full-Time experienced pizza
person needed for Italian
Gourmet Food Establishment.
Please call (917) 502-4948
HELP WANTED

“Something special is happening
here.” Grow with Prudential NJ
Properties! Hiring new/experienced agents! Excellent training.
(908) 232-5664 (Margie)

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
COUNTY OF UNION
TAKE NOTICE That pursuant to Resolution No. 164-08, adopted by the Township
Council of the Township of Scotch Plains on December 9, 2008 that the undersigned will
expose for sale at Public Auction, in accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and
locations specified below, the following motor vehicles which came into the possession
of the Scotch Plains Police Department through abandonment or failure of owners to
claim same.
All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.
Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at
time of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.
The public auction shall be held on December 29, 2008 in accordance with the laws of
the State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.
The following vehicles may be examined at. A&M Towing, 401 Elmer Street in
Westfield, New Jersey at 8:30 am. Public Auction will commence at 8:45 am.
MAKE
Jeep

YEAR
1994

VIN NO.
1J4GZ58S5RC278101

MINIMUM BID
$2310.00

The following vehicles may be examined at. Ace Towing, 1509 Front Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey at 9:15 am. Public Auction will commence at 9:30 am.
MAKE
Chevy

YEAR
1997

VIN NO.
1GNDX03E4VD168977

MINIMUM BID
$1920.00

Robert Graf, 232 Walnut Street, Applicant sought permission to construct a deck
contrary to Section 12.02C2 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application approved with
conditions.

The following vehicles may be examined at. Frank’s Towing, 56 Martine Avenue,
Fanwood New Jersey at 10:15 pm. Public Auction will commence at 10:30 pm.

John & Liz Duffy, 106 Dickson Road,
Applicant sought permission to construct
a one story addition to the rear of the
house contrary to Section 11.07E6 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application approved.

The following vehicles may be examined at Sevelle’s Auto Body in Westfield, New
Jersey at 11:15 am. Public Auction will commence at 11:30 am.

Ferraro’s Restaurant, 22 Elm Street,
Applicant sought permission to install
signage contrary to Sections 16.04E.2 c&d
and
16.04E.1.b of the Land Use Ordinance.
Application approved.

MAKE
Jeep
Ford

YEAR
1995
1993

MAKE
Saturn
Honda

VIN NO.
1J4FJ78S3SL506083
1FMDU34X9PUB64957

YEAR
1996
1991

VIN NO.
1G8ZH5288TZ345657
1HGCB764XMA189638

1 T - 12/18/08, The Times

MINIMUM BID
$2730.00
$1980.00

MINIMUM BID
$2610.00
$2640.00
Barbra Riepe
Township Clerk
Fee: $68.34

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

Richard Cadigan, 538 Westfield Avenue, Applicant sought permission to construct a two story addition contrary to Section 13.01B of the Land Use Ordinance.
Application approved.
Jorge & Ana Galindo, 125 Belmar
Terrace, Applicant sought permission to
construct a second floor addition contrary
to Section 11.09.E.6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Application approved.
Andrew & Paul Why, 776 Lenape Trail,
Applicant sought permission to construct
a front porch contrary to Section 12.03.C,
D & E of the Land Use Ordinance. Application approved.
Diane Boufarah, 556 Bradford Avenue, Applicant sought permission to construct one and two story additions and to
modify the existing roof height contrary to
Sections 11.08E7 and 11.08E5 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application approved.
Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T - 12/18/08, The Leader Fee: $54.06

May this joyous season bring
you and yours an abundance of
peace, health and happiness.
Regards,
Hye-Young Choi

A Winning Equation:
Athletic Skill + Academic Achievement +

COLDWELL BANKER
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

A Boomerang Recruiting DVD =

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555 ext. 165
(908) 301-2015 - Direct
hye-young@att.net

College Scholarships & Acceptances

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Boomerang Video (908) 447-4594/boomervid.com

www.PruNewJersey.com
E m
US1 - 4 p
O
N H 21 •

PUBLIC NOTICE

Applicant also seeks any other variances
or waivers that may be necessary.
Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Arthur P. Attenasio, Esquire,
Attorney for Applicant,
Mark Angelo
Arthur Attenasio, L.L.C.
324 East Broad Street
P.O. Box 490
Westfield, New Jersey 07091-0490
(908) 233-6013
1 T - 12/18/08, The Leader Fee: $81.09

Temp. for tax season 2/10/09 4/15/09. Tax Preparer- 5 yrs experience for Fanwood CPA office
15 hrs/wk- Evenings & Saturdays.
Call (908) 889-9500

HELP WANTED

EINSTEIN TUTORING

Russell & Ellen Tepper, 747 St. Mark’s
Avenue, Applicant sought permission to
construct a one story addition contrary to
Sections 11.09EG, 11.09E7, and 12.04F1
of the Land Use Ordinance. Application
approved.

In accordance with the Americans With
Disabilities Act, any person that might
require special needs should be in touch
with the Board Office during normal business hours so that their needs may be
addressed (visually or hearing impaired,
wheelchair bound, etc.) All interested persons may be present and be heard.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 12/18/08, The Times Fee: $37.74

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.
The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment
1 T - 12/18/08, The Times Fee: $37.74

15,915 square feet of lot area within 178
feet of lot depth. Existing lot has 47,746
square feet of area within 178 feet of lot
depth.
2. Section 11.05 E 2, Minimum Lot Width.
Ordinance requires a minimum lot width of
90 feet. Proposed lot has a lot width 89.47
feet. Existing lot has a lot width of 268.67
feet.
3. Section 11.05 E 3, Minimum Lot Frontage. Ordinance requires a minimum lot
frontage of 90 feet. Proposed lot has a lot
frontage of 89.56 feet. Existing lot has a lot
frontage of 268.67 feet.
PROPOSED LOT 20.03
1. Section 11.05 E 2, Minimum Lot Area
within 178 feet of lot Depth. Ordinance
requires 16,000 square feet of area within
178 feet of lot depth. Proposed lot has
15,916 square feet of lot area within 178
feet of lot depth. Existing lot has 47,746
square feet of lot area within 178 feet of lot
depth.
2. Section 11.05 E 2, Minimum Lot Width.
Ordinance requires a minimum lot width of
90 feet. Proposed lot has a lot width of
89.48 feet. Existing lot has a lot width of
268.67 feet.
3.Section 11.05 E 3, Minimum Lot Frontage. Ordinance requires a minimum lot
frontage of 90 feet. Proposed lot has a lot
frontage of 89.57 feet. Existing lot has a lot
frontage of 268.67 feet.

Single, mature, educated and wellsituated male companion with
moral-values and no children from
previous marriage, age early 30´s
mid 40´s who would love start a
family with my lovely and funny
cousin from Germany, who will
visit Westfield in December.
E-mail: kempf.pet@web.de

WESTFIELD
Office/Retail
750 sq. ft. with Parking
$900 per month.
Call (908) 233-7279

All interested parties may be present
and be heard. In accordance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act, any person that might require special needs should
be in touch with the Board Office during
normal business hours so that their needs
may be addressed (visually or hearing
impaired, wheelchair bound, etc.)
Barbara Horev
Board Secretary
1 T - 12/18/08, The Times Fee: $31.62

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on
JANUARY 8, 2009, at 7:30 pm., in the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment will
hold a public hearing in the first floor,
Council Chambers to consider the following appeal:

P/T cashier needed for Italian
Gourmet Food Establishment.
Please call (917) 502-4948

OFFICE / RETAIL FOR RENT

OFFICE SUITE
Beautiful Georgetown style
building, 2nd fl, 1040 sqft.,
kitchenette, private bathroom,
plenty of parking on site.
203 South Ave., East, Westfield
Call Jim Hely (908) 789-9000
PORTUGUESE LADY
20 YRS EXPERIENCE
OUTSTANDING REF.
PLEASE CALL
(908) 206-9381 FOR
FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES

WANTED!

OFFICE SPACE TO SHARE

EXPERIENCED TAX PREPARER

Page 15

HELP WANTED

Sensational office. Sunny, Private,
2nd fl office in downtown
Westfield. All utilities, copier, fax,
internet & conf. room to share
included. One block from NYC
transit. $550/mo. (908) 967-4961

COMMERCIAL RENTAL

MARIA’S HOUSE CLEANING

Thursday, December 18, 2008

E .
OPn., Dec
Su

Cranford

Cranford

Westfield

331 Stoughton Avenue
Completely renovated top to
bottom! Beautiful 3 bedroom
2.1 bath Colonial home features
eat-in kitchen with stainless steel
appliances, hardwood floors and
crown moldings. Close to town
and NYC transportation.
DIR: Lexington to Stoughton.

Spectacular Renovated Replica
of the 1783 Dyckman House!

An Excellent
Opportunity!

Charming 4 bedroom,
3.1 bath Colonial offers
5 fireplaces, refinished
hardwood floors, new furnace,
4 zone heat, central air, leaded
glass windows.
Beautiful riverfront property!

Spacious and charming, this
4 bedroom Colonial has living
room with fireplace, eat-in
kitchen, formal dining room
and pretty screened porch.
Close to town, transportation
and schools.

A “must see” at $579,900

Price $894,000

Offered at $519,900

resale

new homes

WESTFIELD OFFICE

fine homes

908.232.5664

relocation

mortgage

title

215 North Avenue West

insurance

Westfield, NJ 07090
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Edison Intermediate School

Honor Roll
First Marking Period

WESTFIELD – Edison Intermediate School Principal Cheryl O’Brien
announced the school’s first marking
period honor roll for 2008-2009:

Distinguished Honor
Roll, Grade 7

NATIONAL FRENCH WEEK CELEBRATED…Students at Terrill Middle
School in Scotch Plains celebrated National French Week, last month, with a
crêpe demonstration. Mike Tuma, the owner of Bonjour Montclair, a crêperie
in Montclair, set up his crêpe stand. A professional introduced students to the
technique of crêpe-making. All of the French students, along with French
teachers Michelle Emanuel and Christine Gallagher, enjoyed delicious dessert crepes. From batter, to finished product to enjoyment, the event was a
success.

Westfield Students Win
Top Prizes In Forensics
WESTFIELD – Students in the
Westfield public schools placed first
and third at the Forensic Competition
on Saturday, November 15, at the
Rumson Country Day School.
Twenty-two students representing
Westfield High School and Roosevelt
Intermediate School participated in
the event, which recognized the top
competitors in forensics, the art of
public speaking. More than 125 students from 10 schools throughout the
state attended.
Westfield’s Erica Ripperger won
first place in Seventh Grade Declamation for her reciting of a monologue from A Midsummer Night’s
Dream by Shakespeare.

WF BOE Releases
Annual Report
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Public School District’s Annual Report for 2007-2008 has been mailed
to every household in Westfield and
is available on the district’s website.
To view “Preparing Tomorrow’s
Leaders”
online,
go
to
westfieldnjk12.org/annualreport.
The annual report includes district
and student accomplishments, as
well as program and budget information.
In her message to the community,
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan cited examples of last year’s
highlights, including successful
renovation projects to schools, which
were completed on time and under
budget, and the New Jersey Department of Education’s classification
of Westfield as a “high-performing
school district.”
Looking ahead, the calendar for
2009-2010 has been approved by the
board of education. This calendar
and the current school year calendar
are posted at westfieldnjk12.org/calendar.
School will begin Wednesday, September 9, 2009, and end Wednesday,
June 23, 2010, which is the date
scheduled for graduation of seniors
at Westfield High School.

BUTTER-MAKERS...In November,
kindergarteners at The WardlawHartridge School learned how to churn
butter and make buttermilk during a
demonstration by Jane Chrysostom of
Homesteading 101. Pictured above, Tyler
Jones of Scotch Plains takes his turn at
the churn while his classmates look on.
Tyler is the son of Anthony Jones and
Dina Congregane of Scotch Plains.

Westfield ninth graders Hannah
Margolin and Isabel DoCompo won
third place for the Dramatic Pair segment. They performed a scene from

WHO’S THE BOSS…? Erica Ripperger,
seventh grader at Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield, had the opportunity to meet Bruce Springsteen, whose
son was also competing at the Rumson
Country Day School Forensic Competition. Erica came in first place in the
monologue competition.

The Princess and the Players, by
Barbara Watts.
Many parents joined Kimberly
Jonny, the advisor to the Forensic/
Drama Competition Club and teacher
of Drama/Public Speaking at
Roosevelt Intermediate School, at the
competition. Most famous among the
parents in attendance was Bruce
Springsteen, whose son was among
the competitors.
The next competition for the Forensics Club members from Westfield
High School and Roosevelt and
Edison Intermediate schools will be
in the Union County Teen Arts Festival, to be held at the Union County
College Campus on March 19 and 20,
2009.

WF Student Huskey
Becomes 1743 Scholar
WESTFIELD – Neil Wu Huskey,
an engineering undeclared major at
the University of Delaware, won the
1743 Distinguished Scholars award
at the university. Neil is a graduate of
Westfield High School.
1743 Scholars are named in honor
of the university’s longstanding traditions and history. The university is
one of the oldest institutions in the
country and traces its founding to the
Rev. Francis Alison’s small private
academy founded in 1743.
Three members of the initial graduating class were signers of the Declaration of Independence and the U.S.
Constitution.
1743 Scholars have academic interests in a variety of disciplines and
the potential to take advantage of the
many programs and extracurricular
activities available at Delaware. 1743
Scholars receive:
A scholarship of $19,000 for nonresidents and $8,000 for Delaware
residents for four years of study; and
one grant of $2,500 to be used toward
an approved enrichment activity.

Tristen Abaya, Ashley Abbott, Alexander
Beals, Matthew Beauchamp, William Bennett,
Gabrielle Bleich, Ida Chen, Abigail Cook,
Sarah Cronin, Kelly Culnan, Erika Daniel,
Tyler Debbie, Jennifer DeCandia, Nicole
Devitt, Erica DiBella , Julia Diamantopoulos,
Allison Diamond, Brianna DiDario, Angela
Dorry, Michael Esler, Rachel Fan, Cynthia
Faris, Amanda Fischer, Nicholas Gabuzda,
Mark Gillespie, Kristin Hauge, Christopher
Hogge, Rachel Holtzman, Dane Huber, Luke
Iorio, Matthew Jenkins, Rebecca Kiefer,
Michelle Kim, Alicia Kohl, Rebecca Kreutzer,
Anna Labrozzi, Gemma Larche, Hongeun Lee,
Lyndsay Lee, Matthew Luppino, Magda
Magierski, Emily Mastrocola, Allison
McBrearty, Stephanie Milan, Tori Miller,
Christina Mosco, Lauren Nogan, Alexandra
Palatucci, Spencer Pascal, Elizabeth Ponce,
James Schiano, Lauren Schmeider, Amanda
Schwarz, Sherry Shenker, Eric Shor, Justin
Slavin, Samuel Sokolin, Andrew Stern,
Gabrielle Stravach, Maria Tata, Dara Tucker,
Amy Wang, Yixue Wang, Fraser Weist,
Michaela Winberg, Francis Wong, Shawn Wu,
Jingyan Xiao, Tiffany Youssef

Honor Roll Grade 7
Joseph Alameno, Peter Apicella, Kaylee
Baez, Brigid Barber, Savannah Baudry, Anna
Bauer, Julia Bieber, Matthew Binkowitz, Anna
Bloomfield, Jackson Boyle, Brendan Bruce,
Catherine Bruno, Eric Cantor, Andrew
Capuano, Estelle Cervantes, Philip Chapel,
Claire Chen, Thomas Clark, Conner
Cummings, Alex D’Amato, Gabriel Davis,
Gianna DeVito , Jeremie DeDea, Alex
DiFabio, Andrew Dumont, Jackson Dumont,
Yusef Dwider, Matthew Enslin, Christine
Ferraro, Justin Fields, Erica Fischer, Emmet
Flanigan, Elizabeth Fox, Thomas Gerris,
Alexx Gillespie, Gregory Golikov, David
Gruskin, Samantha Gruskin, Jenna Helfand,
Dalton Herzog, Andrew Hopper, Kaitlyn
Hughes, Michael Hughes, Michael Ionta,
Sadie Jezierski, Nicole Johnson, Timothy
Johnston, Colleen Kelly, Nicholas Koch,
Michelle Kostyack, Rebecca Kraus, Elizabeth Kwok, Rena Lamanna, Nicholas Larue,
Amanda Lasar, Bernadette Latimer, Michael
Leahy, Gideon Lee, Andrew Lehmberg, Tyler
Lessner, Carly Levine, Julia Levine, Lucia
Liu, Alexandre Loffredo, Emma Lorenzo,
Theresa Lotano, John Lynch, Agatha
Magierski, Michael Magierski, Victor
Magierski, Morgan Maloney, Leanne Manna,
Sarah Margolies, Brittany McCarthy, Christopher McGlynn, Michael Meola, Marlena
Montes, Alexandra Mossawir, Michelle
Motherway, Charles Mulrooney, Rahul Nair,
Daniel Palumbo, Anthony Parker, John
Peloso, Julia Penczak, Megan Pinna, Francis
Pinney, Emma Prevoznak, Christana
Psyhojos, Thomas Randazzo, Colleen
Ridings, Giancarlo Rivera, Patrick Rogers,
Christian Rosa, Daniel Sanders, Daniel
Savickas, Elena Scarano, Zachary Sheil, Emily
Simpson, Karli Sottung, Allison Sprung, Drew
Stierhoff, Noah Stiles, Brennan Sumner,
Rebecca Trickey, Sebastien Trott, Tiffany
Tsui, Nicholas Velez, John Venezia, Isabella
Vergara, Mike Wezyk, Nita Whelan, Donnell
Wright, Samantha York, Erin Yucetepe

Distinguished Honor
Roll, Grade 8
Austin Aoyagi, Michael Aronson, Corinne
Barrow, Sophia Barry, Nicole Boretz,
Alexandra Brown, Owen Browne, Justin
Cafiero, Robert Cassie, Julia Ceasrine, Meghan
Clifford, Kathryn Contini, Samuel Dejohn,
Ashley Dietz, Andrew Dougert, Christopher
Fischer, Meaghan Fleck, Kevin Galasso,
Ashley Gerckens, Julia Godbee, Emily
Greenberg, Christina Gulla, Mohamed Hal,
Courtney Han, Allison Harth, Sarah Hearon,
Leigh Heinbokel, Maura Heinbokel, Maria
Hershey, Timothy Huber, Nadia Ibrahim, Gregory Inamine, Aditi Jain, Pengju Jin, Alexandra
Kapadia, Tracy Kwok, Bradley Lankler, Seon
Lee, Victor Levorse, Xiaofan Liu, Adam
Lupicki, Matthew Lynn, Emma Lysek, Megan
McCusker, Patrick McCusker, Jessie Miller,
Julia Miller, Lea Moise-Kleinman, Ryan
Morse, Megan Mulrooney, Veronica Murphy,
Joseph Obiajulu, Hannah Painter, Jenna
Perrotta, Tara Reardon, Meghan Reilly,
Michael Reilly, Katie Rembisz, Samantha
Rembisz, Benjamin Ritter, Robert Romano,
Rohit Saigal, Alexandra Schwetje, Sarah Seitz,
Melissa Shendell, Alison Simon, Clara Smith,
Patrick Terry, Scott Thompson, Alexandra
Tinfow, Naomi Tortorello, Kristin Troutman,
Jimmy Yang, Alex Ying, Allison Zale, Brianne
Zelko, Rebecca Zhang

Honor Roll Grade 8
David Adsit, Andrew Aguirre, Colin Barber, Clayton Beyert, John Birnie, Caroline
Blatz, Max Bohall, Mary Boylan, Matthew
Boyle, Daniel Bungerz, William Cary,
Michaela Cavanagh, Jessica Ciampa, Jonathan
Clancy, Deanna Cohen, Jason Colasanti, Daniel
Connolly, Nicholas Constantine, Alexander
Corea, Betsy Crossland, Zaida Cseke, Denis
Cummings, Michael D’Antico, Matthew
Daniel, Erica Davis, Hannah DeKoningTeasdale , Eric Demers, Brittany DeNicola,
Andrew Donohue, Daniel Dougherty, Charlotte Dreizen, Sofie Fetter, Katherine Fischer,
Caroline Frankola, Jack Frey, Marisa Garrity,
Lee Goldberger, Brittany Gould, Nicholas
Grawehr, Alyssa Gurkas, Rebecca Harris,
Christopher Ick, Kyla Im, Emily Ince, Alyssha
John, Bryan Jung, Katelyn Kelly, Catherine
Kerr, Michael Kirkland, Leo Kleiman-Lynch,
Hannah Knighton, Zoe Korunow, Joseph
Kravets, Thomas Lacey, Sarah Leahy, Natalie
Lopez, Marissa Lowe, Robert Marczydlo,
Robert Margolies, Joanna McCormack, Joseph Mele, Charlotte Milford, Zachary Milrod,
Louis Molinari, Vincent Molinari, Connor
Moore, Janet Morrison, Charles Naughton,
Joshua Norton, Drew Palumbo, Juliana
Pastuzyn, Paige Pavleszek, Kristen Pazdro,
Nicole Pazdro, Cara Realmuto, Andrew Rivera,
Brian Schor, Sian Scott, Max Shin, Isabelle
Smelkinson, Henry Smith, Kevin Smith, Eric
Sokol, Christopher Stivala, Brian Suler, Emily
Suriano, Jordan Thomas, John Towey, Danzan
Ubush, Marcell Whitfield, Justin Williams,
Neil Williams, Nazirah Wilson, Cenk Yavuz

Evergreen Students
Donate Used Toys

TOY SOLDIERS…Pictured above
preparing the toys are fourth graders
along with school principal Colleen
Haubert. For more information on recycling toys, see secondhandtoys.org

The students collected gently used
plastic toys and donated them to Union
County Social Services for the 3,000
families in need. The fourth graders
tagged the toys and wrote special
wishes on the back of each tag.

Student Earns Degree
From Mary Washington
SCOTCH PLAINS — Andrea
Meyer of Scotch Plains graduated
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
history and American studies from
the University of Mary Washington
in Fredericksburg, Va., on Saturday,
May 10.
Andrea also has been named to the
dean’s list for the spring semester.
The commencement ceremony, attended by approximately 5,000
friends, relatives and graduates, was
held on the lawn of Ball Circle in the
center of the Fredericksburg campus.
The university graduated 1,217 students, and the featured speaker was
U.S. Senator John Warner.

claass at

UCC

Then whilee the cold winds blow
you’lll be earrning credits!

For info call 908-709-7518 – or – visit www.ucc.edu

Earn credits in under 3 weeks:
quickly, affordably and close to home.

Winter Session classes begin Monday, December 29, 2008.

All Classes are on the Cranford Campus

Winter
Seessioon

SCOTCH PLAINS – Uganda has
been torn apart by genocide for almost
a quarter-century, leaving children
without a chance for an education.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s (SPFHS) Schools for Schools
club, a branch of the organization Invisible Children dealing with raising
funds to rebuild schools in northern
Uganda, has invited the public to be a
part of the largest book drive the world
has ever seen.
As a school, SPFHS’s goal is to
raise 10,000 books. Without books,
Ugandan children will have no chance
for a future.
The club has invited people to collect books by cleaning out their shelves
and then inviting friends and family
members to do likewise.
The organization is accepting new
or used novels, and children’s books.
Books can be donated to by Monday,
January 26, to Fanwood Borough Hall,

SP’s Hagerty Named
To Who’s Who
SCOTCH PLAINS – Nicole
Hagerty of Scotch Plains, a History
major at Western New England College, has been selected for inclusion

Faith Lutheran Church in New Providence or St. Bartholomew’s Church in
Scotch Plains.
The organization asks those interested in donating to choose books that
are still in good condition. No dictionaries, magazines or romance novels
will be accepted. SPFHS Schools for
Schools appreciates all support.
For more information, visit
s4s.invisib lec hildr en.com/
get_involved/collect_books or contact
Lauren Berk at berklauren@gmail.com
or (908) 322-1693.

Local Students Earn
WH Honor Roll Status
AREA – Middle School students
from Westfield and Scotch Plains have
been named to the Honor Roll with
Distinction and regular Honor Roll at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison for the first trimester of the
2008-2009 academic year.

8th Grade Honor Roll
With Distinction
Katie Buchbinder (Scotch Plains)

8th Grade Honor Roll
Haley Needle
(Scotch Plains)

7th Grade Honor Roll
With Distinction

WHO’S WHO…School of Arts and
Sciences Dean Saeed Ghahramani, left,
and college President Anthony Caprio,
right, present Nicole Hagerty the Who’s
Who Award.

Cattch upp, get aheaad, or
ligghten your spring
coursse load with

a

Public Can Donate Books
To War-torn Uganda

SCOTCH PLAINS – Evergreen
school in Scotch Plains recently
teamed up with Second Chance Toys
to put the “give” in Thanksgiving.

SP’s Sarah Schwartz
Researches Lizards
SCOTCH PLAINS – Lafayette
College senior Sarah Schwartz of
Scotch Plains spent a portion of her
summer in Oregon researching the
side-splotched lizard with biology
professor Peter Zani. For five weeks
in June and July, the biology major at
Lafayette College in Easton, Pa., spent
time in the small town of Burns in
southeastern Oregon working at a
site called Wright’s Point.
Sarah is the daughter of Cheryl
DeRiso Schwartz of Scotch Plains
and Robert Schwartz of Seaside Park.
“Every day, we conducted a systematic census of a 400-by-100-meter
grid by capturing lizards and determining the position of each lizard in
the marked area,” said Sarah, a 2005
graduate of Scotch Plains Fanwood
High School. “After this, we conducted focal-animal observations on
three to four lizards each day, as well
as behavioral trials.”
The data that she collected will
be used to map out the territory
used by lizards. This will show
whether the lizards utilize the same
territory every year or if they move
around to look for better areas to
attract mates.
“Through this project, I was able to
gain experience in doing ecology field
research with a professor that has
spent years observing and experimenting with this population of lizards,”
Sarah said. “It was a great learning
experience.”

TOYS FOR TOTS…Washington Elementary School teachers Christine Olenick
and Lisa Bukowsky load more than 500 toys donated by students in support of the
Toys for Tots campaign, last month. In lieu of tickets, toys were collected at a
charity volleyball game organized by teachers and staff of the school. The games
pitted staff and teachers against one another in front of a packed Washington
School crowd.

in the 2008-2009 edition of “Who’s
Who Among Students in American
Universities and Colleges.”
Nicole is one of 33 students from
Western New England College who
have been selected as national outstanding campus leaders.
The college’s nominating committee and editors of the annual directory
have included Nicole based on academic achievement, service to the
community, leadership in extracurricular activities and potential for
continued success.

Michael Anastasiou (Scotch Plains)
Eric Bessette
(Scotch Plains)
Aditya Dalal
(Scotch Plains)
Philip Edwards (Westfield)
Emily Wexler
(Scotch Plains)

7th Grade Honor Roll
Ayan Ahmed
(Scotch Plains)
Chase Levitt
(Scotch Plains)
Matthew Nader
(Scotch Plains)

6th Grade Honor Roll
With Distinction
Christopher Hillenbrand
(Mountainside)

6th Grade Honor Roll
Brandon Yin
(Scotch Plains)

GW School Participates
In Largest Mock Election
GARWOOD – On October 30, students at Lincoln Middle School in
Garwood had a chance to cast their
votes in the 2008 national election
five days before their parents.
Eighth grade students from Lincoln School joined more than
400,000 students in schools in all 50
states as well as across the world in
the National Student/Parent Mock
Election, the largest nonpartisan
voter-education project of its kind.
“Our goal is to support our community and our democracy by en-

SP-F District Offers
Kaleidoscope Wkshp
SCOTCH PLAINS –The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District will
offer a workshop for 4- and 5-year-old
children and their parents. The workshop, “Kaleidoscope,” will run for four
consecutive Thursdays in January
2009, the 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th,
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Brunner
Elementary School, located at 721
Westfield Road in Scotch Plains.
“Kaleidoscope” is an experience in
diverse ways of learning and is aimed
at helping parents experience how their
child learns best in a classroom and at
home using the theory of “Multiple
Intelligences.”
The workshop is for both the parents and the child. While parents participate in an interactive learning experience, children will enjoy “Multiple Intelligences”-based activities in
an adjacent room.
The program is free of charge for
families with a 4- or 5-year-old child.
Participants must attend all four
classes. Space is limited, and registration is mandatory.
To register, contact Karen Stone at
(908) 889-8600, extension 302, or email parent’s name, child’s name and
age, address, phone number and email address to Ms. Stone at
kstone@spfk12.org.

gaging students and their families in
the election process,” said Mary
Emmons, principal at Lincoln
School.
“These students understand the importance of their vote and will carry
that into adulthood,” she added. “This
activity has allowed us to help kids
have a hands-on, real life experience.
The enthusiasm was contagious.”
Teresa Quigley, Garwood superintendent, said, “It’s great to see the
students take such an active role in
their learning. Children whose parents might not have voted are now
discussing the issues and the importance of the vote with their children.
The students might even be teaching
their parents a thing or two about the
election.”

MUG SHOTS…Pictured at a recent
workshop, where they filled mugs with
holiday gifts, in the Masonic Lodge in
Westfield are, from left to right, Vivian
O’Neil, Gloria Abitante, Nancy Yingling,
Helen Assmann, Clemmie Tabor, Ruth
Positan and Marjorie Wieseman.

WF Woman’s Club
Spreads Holiday Cheer
WESTFIELD – The Arts Creative
Department of the Woman’s Club of
Westfield (WCW) has been busy recently, filling holiday mugs with cheerful seasonal silk flowers. The Westfield
Service League generously donated
the Christmas cups to WCW.
These gifts, together with handmade colorful beaded bracelets also
made by the ladies, will be shared
with the residents of Runnels Specialized Hospital in Berkeley Heights.
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WESTFIELD FOOD 4 THOUGHT
WESTFIELD FOOD 4 THOUGHT
Lighten Up Your Holidays
By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

THE FINER POINTS...At left, Anne Castellano of Cranford learns the finer points
of pastels by the internationally acclaimed Christina Debarry PSA. Christina was
President Emeritus of the Pastel Society of America (PSA) from 1998 to 2001. She is
also an elected member (vice-president) of the Allied Artists of America. Information
about Westfield Art Association can be found at westfieldnj.com/waa/.

Debarry Presents Pastel
Demonstration to WAA
teacher, she is very entertaining as
well,” said WAA member Jane Annis
WESTFIELD – The excitement at of Mountainside, who is a former
the rejuvenated Westfield Art Asso- WAA board member.
ciation (WAA) just
“From time to
keeps on growing.
time, demonstraRecently, Christions in various
tina Debarry PSA,
media are provided
an internationally
to allow WAA
acclaimed master
members, as well
pastelist, of the
as the public at
Pastel Society of
large, to watch a
America (PSA)
master artist at
demonstrated paswork, and to allow
tel painting to
members of the
WAA members by
audience to ask
transforming a
technical quesrough charcoal
tions that might
drawing of a floral
help them with
arrangement into a
their own work if
two–dimensional
they happen to
pastel.
work in the same
As an elected
medium,” said
member of the
Paul Deroo, WAA
PSA, Ms. Debarry “Summer Bouquet” by Christina Debarry PSA president.
said she “has the
“For anyone inprivilege to use these initials after my terested in becoming an artist, the
name...we have many associate mem- demonstration can also serve as an
bers, but only those elected add the excellent introduction to the
PSA.”
demonstrator’s particular medium, or
As she demonstrated, Ms. Debarry as inspiration to become involved with
explained her technique to members any other aspect of fine art,” he conof the audience and answered their tinued.
questions.
Ms. Debarry, who has been teach“I love to work in pastels…and it is ing pastel painting for 20 years, has
always a wonderful experience to give given workshops in New Jersey, New
a demonstration to fellow art lovers,” York and at many other locations in
Ms. Debarry said.
the United States, Canada, Mexico,
“Many have worked with pastels, Bermuda and France.
and others are just [becoming] initiShe was president emeritus of the
ated to the luscious and luminous PSA from 1998 to 2001. She is also
quality of the dry pigment,” she con- vice-president of the Allied Artists of
tinued. Ms. Debarry’s demonstration America and a member of many addifocused on the building of a compo- tional professional artist associations.
sition from dark, simple masses to a
The WAA is a 501(c)(3) charitable
composition that is more detailed in organization under the Internal Revstrong and lighter highlights.
enue Code.
She focuses one light source on her
Annual membership dues are $20
point of interest.
for an individual and $30 for a couple
“I always try to work from a setup or family.
because direct observation is vital for
Anyone who would like to join the
me,” she said.
WAA should write to the WAA at
She develops her pastels on color– P.O. Box 874, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
tinted, textured paper and applies the
WAA’s website is westfieldnj.com/
paint in thin layers of strokes.
waa/.
“Different temperatures of colors
Ms. Debarry’s website is
are woven together to form patterns debarrystudioarts.com.
and textures,” she explained.
Ms. Debarry’s presentation was
well received by her audience.
www.goleader.com
“Not only is [Ms. Debarry] a good
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION...On Sunday, December 21, at 3 p.m., as part of
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church’s Christmas Music Sunday Celebration, the
church’s Imperial Brass ensemble will perform Christmas classics. Veteran
Broadway actress Laura Schutter, currently performing in Broadway’s Mary
Poppins, will serve as a vocal soloist.

Imperial Brass Presents
A ‘Brassy Little Christmas’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Imperial
Brass presents “Have Yourself a
Brassy Little Christmas” on Sunday,
December 21, at 3 p.m. The concert is
part of Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church’s Christmas Music Sunday
Celebration.
The Willow Grove Church is the
new home of the Imperial Brass, a 30piece brass ensemble known for performing an array of musical numbers. The ensemble will feature
Christmas classics of Bach,
Tchaikovsky and Leroy Anderson,
amongst others.
Selections during the performance
will feature veteran Broadway actress Laura Schutter, currently performing in Broadway’s Mary Poppins.
Ms. Schutter will be a featured vocal
soloist in “All I Want for Christmas,”
“The Christmas Song,” “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas” and “O
Holy Night.”
The band will also perform selections such as “Rhapsody Noel” by
Joseph Turrin, “Rudolph the Red-

Nosed Reindeer,” arranged by Mark
Freeh, and “White Christmas” by Irving Berlin. As part of the end of Leroy
Anderson’s 100th birthday celebration, the band will finish the concert
with “A Christmas Festival.”
Guest conductor Glen Daum will
join the band. An active composer,
arranger and producer in New York
for a quarter century, his works have
been performed by the Boston Pops
artists such as Mandy Patinkin and on
television programs such as “Sesame
Street,” “ABC World News Tonight”
and CNN Headline News.
An offering will be taken during
the concert, and a donation of $10 per
person is suggested. The concert will
be held at the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church, which is located at
1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.
For further information on the
church’s Christmas Music Sunday
Celebration,
go
to
willowgrovechurch.org or call (908)
232-5678. For further information on
the concert, go to imperialbrass.org

No matter what holiday you celebrate, lights of some sort will most
likely be a part of your holiday decorations.
It seems each year, the lighting
becomes more elaborate, more creative and more beautiful. A few years
ago, one of my neighbors hired a
professional lighting company to
completely outline their house with
big round white lights.
This started a trend on the street as
now there are several houses doing
the same. There is no doubt, when
you turn onto Bailey Court, it is the
holiday season.
Of course, my neighborhood is not
the only one in town getting into the
spirit in this spectacular way. Whether
you use professional lighting or oldfashioned do-it-yourself lighting to
adorn your house or lights strung
around pine trees on front lawns or
menorahs lit nightly in front windows,
the message of holiday joy is the same.
Illumination makes us feel warm and
festive at this dark time of the year.
Chanukah is known as the festival
of lights. It is celebrated for eight
days to commemorate the miracle of
a one-day supple of olive oil that was
needed to provide light for the celebration of the re-dedication of the
temple in Jerusalem. Coincidentally,
eight days is the amount of time required to press, prepare and consecrate fresh olive oil.
The custom of lights to celebrate
Christmas predates Christianity, and
although it has long been a recognized tradition in North America, its
origins are from Europe. It is probable that the custom of using lights at
all began with placing small candles
on the Christmas tree long before the
advent of electricity. Naturally, the
use of small electric bulbs followed.
This year, why not continue the
tradition of lighting up your holidays
and lighten up on the calories as well.
Some will be enjoying potato pancakes (latkes), which are usually fried;
actually, they are drenched in oil.
Olive oil is obviously preferred.
These oven-baked potato pancakes
have all the flavor of the more traditional latkes and are tremendously
less fattening and less messy as well.
Enjoy them with this less fattening,
more natural homemade applesauce.
It is so easy to prepare, and the taste
is far superior to jarred sauce.
In some cultures, it is customary to
serve pasta before the main course at
the holiday dinner. Why not keep it
delicious, but save a few calories at
the same time? This Whole Wheat
Penne with Light Tomato Sauce is the
answer. It is as good as any pasta dish
with far fewer calories.
Happy Holidays to all. Enjoy.

Oven-Baked
Potato Pancakes
INGREDIENTS
1 pound Russet or Yukon Gold potatoes,
(unpeeled)
1 onion
1 egg
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon salt

3 tablespoons flour
2-3 tablespoons olive oil (more if needed)

PROCEDURE
Preheat the oven to 425 degrees. Wash and dry
the potatoes. Grate the potatoes into a strainer
and dry with a towel. Grate the onion into the
strainer. Drain as much water from the potatoes and onion as possible. Transfer to a bowl.
Mix in the egg, baking powder, salt and flour.
Stir. Grease the cookie sheet with the olive oil.
Form the potato mixture into balls and press
onto the cookie sheet. Bake for 10 to 12 minutes. Carefully flip each pancake and bake for
an additional 5 minutes. Serve warm with the
homemade applesauce.

Yield: 8-10 pancakes

Simple Homemade
Applesauce
INGREDIENTS
6 apples*, peeled and diced
¾ cup water
¼ cup sugar
½ teaspoon cinnamon

PROCEDURE
Combine the apples, water, sugar and cinnamon in a medium size pot. Cover and cook
over medium flame for 30-40 minutes or until

Black Canvas
Event, Summit
Above, guests enjoy art,
wine, food and laughter in
the Strolling Gallery at the
Visual Arts Center of New
Jersey in Summit. At right,
guest curator Ann Schaffer
points out a witticism in one
of the many beautiful pieces
displayed at the event.

Blank Canvas Event Raises
Money for Educ. Programs
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Applesauce preparation
the apples are soft. Let cool. Mash with a fork
or a potato masher. Serve hot or at room
temperature or chilled. Simple and so much
better than jarred.

Yield: 1 cup
*Use a mix of sweet apples such as Rome,
Fuji, Red Delicious and Gala. Do not use
Granny Smith.

Wheat Penne With
Light Tomato Sauce

Whole Wheat Penne, Light Tomato Sauce

INGREDIENTS
1 can (28 ounces) crushed tomatoes
2 large cloves garlic
1 onion, diced
1 teaspoon olive oil
1 tablespoon fresh basil, chopped
1 pound whole wheat penne
Parmesan cheese

AREA – The Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey (VACNJ) recently held its
annual “Blank Canvas Benefit: For Arts
Sake” fundraiser.
Ninety-five artists were invited to
create a piece of art from a 16-x-16inch blank canvas.
The art that resulted, which encompassed every known medium, was auctioned during the evening.
The “Blank Canvas Benefit 2008”
event was co-chaired by Trustees Laura
Schaffer and Catie Totman, both of
whom are from Summit.
Guest curator Ann Schaffer from
South Orange also chaired the Blank
CanvasArt Selection Committee, which
was charged with identifying the artists
asked to participate.
This year’s “Blank Canvas Benefit
2008: For Art’s Sake” included a special sale of seven Munnies, seven-inchtall vinyl sculptures created by Madison artist Dan Fenelon.
Mr. Fenelon’s Munnies are like blank
canvases in and of themselves, as artists
worldwide are collecting them and using them as vehicles for the expression
of their own artistic styles.
Mr. Fenelon intricately paints his signature tribal patterns on Munnies, infusing each one with its own personality.

Proceeds from the sale of Mr.
Fenelon’s Munnies will be invested in
the art center’s Exhibitions Education
Program (EEP), a satellite program of
VACNJ’s Exhibition Department.
The EEP expands the educational
aspects of the Exhibitions Department
through a professional docent tour program, educational signage and labeling, and hands-on activities led by professional teaching artists in VACNJ’S
state-of-the-art studios.
The goal of “Blank Canvas Benefit
2008” is twofold, according to Rachael
Weinberger, VACNJ interim executive
director.
In addition to a significant monetary
contribution to the art center, the event
brings art education awareness to the
greater community.
All proceeds raised by the “Blank
Canvas Benefit 2008: For Art’s Sake”
support arts enrichment programs for
underserved, economically disadvantaged, and/or marginalized children.
The EEP provides a critical visualarts component that both addresses the
lack of the arts in public schools and is
tailored to meet the New Jersey Core
Curriculum Standards for Visual Arts.
In 2008, 1,300 participants were
served by the EEP.
More information on VACNJ is available on its website, artcenternj.org.

PROCEDURE
Combine the tomatoes, whole garlic cloves,
onion, oil and basil in a pot. Cover and simmer
on a low flame for at least 45 minutes stirring
occasionally. Boil the pasta according to package directions right before serving. Sprinkle
with Parmesan cheese.

Yield: 4 servings

Auditions Begin for
Simon’s Fools at WCP
WESTFIELD – Director Maurice
Moran of Westfield Community
Players (WCP) is holding open auditions for the Neil Simon comedy
Fools on Friday, December 19, at 7
p.m. and Saturday, December 20, at
2 p.m. in the WCP theater at 1000
North Avenue, West, Westfield. For
more information, call (908) 2329568.
Callbacks will be Sunday, December 28, at 7 p.m. at the theater. Play
rehearsals will start in January for
performances on March 7, 13, 14, 20
and 21 at 8 p.m. with all tickets at
$15.
This lighthearted comedy is set in
the 1800s in a small Ukrainian village, which has been living under a
curse of chronic stupidity for 200
years. Into this odd setting, Leon
Tolchinsky arrives as the new teacher
for this idyllic Russian hamlet.
While part of his job is to break the
curse, no one tells him that if he
stays over 24 hours and fails to break
the curse, he becomes stupid, too.
By this point, Leon has fallen in
love with a girl so stupid that she
only recently learned how to sit
down. Of course, with Simon adding
the witty dialogue and comic misad-

ventures, Leon breaks the curse and
gets the girl.
The cast requirements are as follows:
Leon Stephonovitch Tolchinsky –
an eager and idealistic young schoolteacher; Sophia Irena Elenya
Zubritsky – daughter of Doctor
Zubritsky; very attractive, in personality as well as looks with an
endearing childlike innocence and
innate wisdom; Count Gregor – a
lovable bad guy who deep down, just
wants to be liked; Doctor Nikolai
Zubritsky – the town’s leading citizen who is highly respected by the
other villagers; he has trouble opening jars; Lenya Zubritsky – wife of
Doctor Zubritsky, and a doting
mother; Something Something
Snetsky – the local sheep loser who
can’t remember his first name;
Mishkin – the postman; Slovitch –
the butcher, who really isn’t too
bright to start with; Yenchna – a
shrewd businesswoman who tries to
turn any situation to her advantage;
The Magistrate – has an air of authority and the slightest glimmer of
intelligence.
For more information, visit
westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ALPHORN OF SUPPORT…The Alphorn Ensemble, including Martina Struck,
Ted Schlosberg, Leslie Bartsch, Walter Metzger and William Carter, performs in
downtown Westfield on Saturdays in December.

RITZY...Opera singers David Ward and Suzanne Vinnik will lend their talents to
the WSO’s Puttin’On The Ritz, a New Year’s revue of American musical theater
classics. To learn more, call (908) 232-9400.

David Ward, Broadway
Stars Join WSO for ‘Ritz’
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO) has announced that this year’s New Year’s
Eve musical celebration, Puttin’On
The Ritz, will feature Broadway star
James Sasser, opera performers David
Ward and Suzanne Vinnik and offBroadway singer Kristin McLaughlin.
Puttin’On The Ritz, a revue of
American musical theater classics in
symphonic splendor, presents a host
of cherished songs by Gershwin,
Bernstein, Bart, Rogers and
Hammerstein, Kander and Ebb, and
Gilbert and Sullivan.
The WSO will welcome David
Ward, one of America’s leading basso
buffos (or comic basses). Mr Ward has
long been bringing his hysterical stage
presence and his “shining bass” to
productions of comic opera across the
country.
He has portrayed his critically acclaimed Dr. Bartolo in more than 20
productions of Il Barbiere di Siviglia,
including the New York City Opera
National Company, Nevada Opera,
Knoxville Opera and Kentucky Opera.
Guest tenor James Sasser appeared
on Broadway as the singer for
Riverdance and as Pilate in the tour of
Jesus Christ Superstar. He has also
starred with the Glenn Miller Band,
the Barry Levitt Trio, Skitch Henderson
and The New York Pops.
Mezzo-soprano Kristin McLaughlin
was most recently seen off-Broadway

as Viola in Wallenberg at New World
Stages and in the original cast of The
World According to Ruth Wallis. She
also starred in the original revival cast
of What Makes Sammy Run?, as
Laurette, at the West End Theatre.
Soprano Suzanne Vinnik performs
frequently with the Nevada Opera
Theatre, where she was awarded the
Tove Allen Legacy Scholarship for
Opera. A semi-finalist in the Dallas
Opera Guild Vocal Competition, she
recently recorded “Shadow of My
Love,” a song she co-wrote.
Puttin’On The Ritz, performed in
friendly cabaret style, is designed for
the whole family.
The WSO show, under the baton of
Maestro David Wroe, begins at 7 p.m.
on Wednesday, December 31, and will
end at about 8:45 p.m. The WSO
recommends that audience members
make reservations as soon as possible
because tickets are selling fast, and
last year’s concert was a sell-out.
Tickets in advance cost $35 for
general admission and $65 for preferred seating ($40 and $70 at the
door, if available). Concert tickets
may be purchased directly from the
WSO by calling (908) 232-9400, or
visiting the office at 224 East Broad
Street in Westfield.
Tickets are also available at the
Town Book Store, located at 270 East
Broad Street, and Martin Jewelers,
located at 12 North Avenue, West, in
Cranford.
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WHS Graduate Caroline Moore
Produces a Hallmark TV Movie
By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – After growing up in
Westfield and matriculating through all
of its public schools, Caroline Moore
has become a successful television producer.
Her most recent work, a made-forTV movie entitled The Most Wonderful
Time of theYear, starring Henry Winkler,
Brooke Burns and Warren Christie,
began airing last Saturday on the Hallmark Channel. The movie will be reaired on the following dates and times:
Friday, December 19, at 9 p.m.; Wednesday, December 24, at 9 p.m.; Thursday,
December 25, at 2 p.m., and Thursday,
January 1, at 1 and 11 p.m.
Ms. Moore believes that the education she received growing up in
Westfield led her to where she is today.
“I think so much of the success I’ve
had is due to the teachers in Westfield.
I came out of Westfield High School 10
times a better writer than any of my
peers in college,” she said.
After college, Ms. Moore went on to
intern at Dan Wigutow Productions in
New York and was quickly promoted
within the company. In just three years,
she was asked to be a producer.
Ms. Moore said she “loves” the work
she does. “One of the most satisfying

things about producing is that you work
really hard and get to see a tangible
product come out of it,” she said.

HALLMARK MOMENT...Westfield
High School alumnus, Caroline Moore,
produced a Hallmark movie, which can
be seen throughout the holiday season.

designer and technical crew. She then
spent last summer in Vancouver making sure production went smoothly on
set.
Although her job usually involves
mediating between a host of big personalities, Ms. Moore said, “We lucked
out in terms of the cast we had. They
were the nicest and easiest people to
work with.” She added, on a more
personal note, “I even got to go out to
dinner with Henry Winkler.”
As a producer, Ms. Moore spends the
majority of the year finding and developing scripts before trying to produce
them. Other things she has worked on
include co-producing The Two Mr.
Kissels and Murder on Pleasant Drive,
both for Lifetime TV.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

AREA – The Calderone School
of Music Adult Chorus gave a holiday concert at Care One Assisted
Living in Livingston earlier this
month.
Selections, sung in different languages, included “To The Sky,” a
Southern folk song, arranged by
Carl Strommen; “De Colores,” a
traditional Spanish folk tune arranged by Mark Weston; “Ave
Verum Corpus,” by Wolfgang A.
Mozart; “Come Light The
Menorah,” a Yiddish folk tune, arranged by E. Kalendar; “Home For
The Holidays,” by Robert Allen;
“Angels We Have Heard on High,” a
traditional Christmas song; and
“Rockin’ Around The Christmas
Tree,” by Johnny Marks.
Professor George Spitzer conducted the Adult Chorus. Professor
Nataliya Kolmykova accompanied
the Adult Chorus on piano. Faculty
members Yunior Bello, guitar, and
Lisa Kendal, voice, performed
“Ocho Kandelikas,” a Sephardic
song for Hanukkah by Flory Jagoda.
For more information, log on to
calderoneschoolofmusic.com.

Ms. Moore spends time throughout
the year reading various scripts. When
she came across The Most Wonderful
Time of the Year, she said she became
drawn to the story because “it is a
heartwarming and sweet Christmas
movie, while at the same time it has a
very dry sense of humor that I responded to.”
After deciding on a script, the soonto-be movie was brought to the Hallmark Channel. Ms. Moore helped to
fine-tune the script and calculate the
budget, as well as choose the cast, set

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

THE GIFT OF WARMTH...Kurt and Fiona Christoffers stand with a few coats collected
from a coat drive they collaborated on with jazz station WBGO. The Christoffers are
accepting donated coats at their store, Christoffers Flowers, through January 9.

Local Florist, Radio Station
Work to Help the Needy
By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECENT PERFORMANCE…The Calderone School of Music Adult Chorus
performs in Livingston. Pictured, from left to right, are: Professor Nataliya
Kolmykova, at the piano, and Professor George Spitzer, conductor; back row:
Peter Biggiani, Pinto Naravane, Yunior Bello, Burt Murphy, Colin Murray and
Lisa Kendal; front row: Silvana Queiroz, Anna Drozdova, Professor Kathleen
Calderone, Ronnie Mastroiacovo, Carolyn Tosi and Filomena Mastrolia.
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New Year’s Eve at 7pm Westﬁeld High School

PUTTIN’ ON
THE RITZ
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JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Broadway classics
featuring stars
direct from the
Broadway stage
TICKETS: $35 - $65
$40 and $70 at door
Call: (908) 232-9400

Design: MoldaveDesigns: Mountainside, NJ

Visit our ticket outlets:
TOWN BOOKS, Westﬁeld
MARTIN JEWELERS, Cranford

www.westﬁeldsymphony.org

CREATIVE FRAMING & DESIGN • ORIGINAL ART
ART CONSULTATION • APPRAISAL & RESTORATION • UNIQUE GIFTS

JEWELRY TRUNK SHOWS • DECEMBER 20TH & 21ST
Funding has been made possible in part through a grant by the
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/ Department of State, a
partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.

Frank and Lydia
Bergen Foundation

58 Elm Street • Westfield, NJ • 908.232.3278

the farmhouse
store
...like no other store in Westfield

juxtaposegallery.com

MOUNTAINSIDE — At this time
of year, radio stations often play holiday songs that help listeners get into
the spirit of the season. And it was
when Kurt Christoffers, of
Christoffers Flowers in Moutainside,
was listening to a local jazz station
that he was inspired to do something
to help those in need this Christmas.
Collaborating with WBGO, a public radio station which broadcasts
from Newark, Christoffers serves as
the local drop-off center for a coat
drive going on now through January
9.
Their mission is to collect new or
clean “gently worn” coats in good
condition and distribute them to those
in need throughout Essex County. All
sizes from infant through adult are
welcome.
“I’d been listening to the station for
years, and each year around this time,
they’d mention the coat drive,” Mr.
Christoffers said. “But the only dropoff station was in Newark.”
Mr. Christoffers happened to notice other listeners who called in to
support the station were from the
Westfield, Moutainside and Scotch
Plains area.
“I knew they had a strong audience
around here, so I called Sylvia Brewer
at WBGO and offered our space,” he
said.
That space, which is the basement
of the florist and gift shop he and his
wife, Fiona, own at 860 Mountain
Avenue, had already begun to fill up
with several dozen coats just a few
days after the drive began on Monday, December 8.
“Being a merchant this time of
year, it’s so easy to get caught up in
working 12 hours a day and not have
time to do the things this season should
be about,” Mr. Christoffers said.
Even during this busy holiday rush,
it is of utmost importance to the
Christoffers that each customer receives personalized service from their
staff of nine, which includes four
floral designers.
They also pride themselves on attention to detail from the types of
flowers coordinated into arrangements to the variety of gifts and cards
they offer.
These were principles instilled by
Mr. Christoffers’ mother, Ruth, who

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

860 Mountain Avenue
Mountainside NJ 07092
908-233-0500

opened the business more than 33
years ago as a way to share her passion for flowers and horticulture.
It began as a small business fulfilling orders from the family garage
until 1980, when popular demand
necessitated the opening of the store
at its current location.
“It was originally only about 12
feet wide,” said Mr. Christoffers, who
took the helm in 2002.
He recalled the grand opening coinciding with getting his driver’s license on his 17th birthday.
Mr. Christoffers was with the business from the beginning, which he
believes helped him learn every aspect.
“I started in the ‘mail
room’…washing buckets and doing
deliveries,” he said.
He went on to study interior design, architecture, furniture design
and landscape architecture in places
such as Holland and Tokyo.
Fiona, who is originally from Wales
and handles the cards and gifts, studied at the Wimbledon School of Art in
London.
They both have a passion for nature, gardening and horticulture and
are very particular about product offerings.
“She drives the card vendors crazy,
and I drive the silk vendors crazy,”
Mr. Christoffers said. “But it’s what
sets us apart and is why people can
come in and find something special.”
The couple, who have three children, travels to Atlanta each year to
select unique items that have a “handmade” quality in “every price range.”
They are often called upon for custom silk arrangements and work with
customers’ wallpapers, fabrics and
containers.
In addition to the WBGO coat drive,
Christoffers Flowers has additionally
supported several other groups. These
include the Center for Hope Hospice
and Palliative Care in Scotch Plains,
St. Joseph’s Social Service Center in
Elizabeth and the Hope Chest in
Westfield.
They have also donated arrangements to local organizations such as
the Junior Woman’s Club of Westfield,
the Mountainside Police Athletic
League, CONTACT We Care and the
Friends of the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra’s Annual Tour of Notable
Homes.
The Christoffers said so far they
have been very pleased with the strong
customer response to the coat drive.
“Some people are bringing in three
or four coats at a time,” Mr.
Christoffers said. “They say it’s so
good to see them go to good use
instead of taking up room in the
closet.”
The Christoffers additionally offer
coat donors a free gift of either a
small scented candle or an ecofriendly shopping tote.
“We have so many wonderful customers who want to give something
to those who need it,” Mr. Christoffers
said. “So it’s a good feeling to be able
to be a medium to do that.”

SP’s Shore Takes
Part in Amahl…
Plenty of free parking
in front & rear
Gift Wrapping &
Delivery Too!

Let Christoffers keep your “Spirit” Intact
Contribute to our WBGO Coat Drive . . .
Receive a complimentary gift

For hours, address, special events and fabulous things:

www.thefarmhousestore.com

www.christoffersflowers.com
HOURS: MON. - FRI. 9:00 - 5:30 • SAT. 9:00 - 5:00
THURSDAYS: 9:00 AM - 8:00 PM

SCOTCH PLAINS – Area residents will be treated to a revised
presentation of Menotti’s Amahl and
the Night Visitors, a Stony Hill Players production, at The Oakes Center,
located at Morris Avenue and Russell
Place in Summit.
Performance dates are December
20, 26 and 27 at 7 p.m. and December
21, 27 and 28 at 3 p.m.
William Shore of Scotch Plains
plays violin with the instrument ensemble in most performances of the
production.
A few years ago, as a boy soprano,
William played the part of Amahl for
Stony Hill Players. Tickets are $20
for adults and $10 for students and
those 18 and under.
For reservations or information,
call (908) 277-1732.

