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POLICE BLOTTER

Councilman Walsh Honored
For 21 Yrs. on FW Council

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Democratic Coun-
cilman Bruce Walsh, who decided
not to run for re-election last month,
was honored by his colleagues and
Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-
22, Fanwood) with a resolution at this
month’s regular mayor and council
meeting.

Mayor Colleen Mahr
said Mr. Walsh moved to
Fanwood 21 years ago
and served as a council-
man from 1988 until
1990, then again from
1993 until 1998, before
returning to the govern-
ing body for his current
term that began in 2006.

Mayor Mahr said, as a
result of working with
Councilman Walsh on
issues ranging from downtown rede-
velopment and affordable housing to
historic preservation and public safety,
“A strong partnership formed in
friendship and in principle for what
we believe is best for the Borough of
Fanwood.”

The resolution honors Mr. Walsh
“for his thoughtful approach to all
aspects of municipal government.”

In his current term, Councilman

Walsh has served, among his other
duties, as chairman of the public safety
committee and police commissioner.

Asw. Stender said, “It’s been an
honor and a privilege to know you
and work with you.”

Noting that Mr. Walsh would no
longer devote his time to council and
committee meetings, Mrs. Stender

said, “Your family’s gain
is our loss.”

Borough Attorney
Dennis Estis recalled first
meeting Mr. Walsh in
1997 at a party held at
Mr. Estis’ home, at which
Mr. Walsh was ap-
proached about possibly
running for a council seat.

“And he immediately
said ‘yes,’” Mr. Estis re-
called, noting Mr. Walsh’s
willingness to serve his

community.
In thanking his colleagues, Mr.

Walsh pointed to the importance of
“volunteerism and service.”

“The reward of doing this…is do-
ing it,” Councilman Walsh said.
“There has never been a more diffi-
cult time, in my experience, than now;
the more people that take part in what
we do here, the better chance we have
that we’ll succeed.”
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BOE Discusses Budget Cuts
For 2009 School Year

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOLIDAY SING ALONG...Carolers entertain visitors in front of the Hetfield
House museum in Mountainside on Sunday.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOLD OUT...The Fanwood Lions Club Christmas tree sale, scheduled to run
until December 24, sold out their 470 trees by Sunday, December 14. “People came
out early this year,” Robert McCarthy said. Proceeds from the sale fund scholar-
ships, assist the blind and people with diabetes. Pictured, left to right, are: Chester
Lindsey, Stuart Klein, Robert McCarthy and Phyllis Fischer.Bruce Walsh (D)

attendance by the group’s student
presidents Caitlin Campbell and
Diana Ferrante, as well as SMAC
Faculty Advisor Robert Rafferty and
SPFHS principal David Heisey.

A representative from the ACS
was in attendance to present the
students with the award.

“The work that SMAC has done
behind this great event has made a
huge difference in the fight against
cancer, and with the funds they
raised the ACS can offer programs
and services to cancer survivors in
your community,” said Michele
Petrino, ACS Staff Partner, Relay
For Life of Scotch Plains. “I con-
gratulate this amazing group on their
accomplishments and for setting an
example to the youth of our country
on the impact high school students
can have in the fight.”

The award is given to the top five
Relay For Life events with the high-
est per capita based on net income
and the event must show growth
over the previous year and cannot
decline. Ms. Petrino told The Times.
SMAC raised $120,467, net, she
said.

Superintendent Hayes com-
mended the students for “giving so
much of yourselves and setting such
a great example for others.”

“I’m always proud of our Scotch
Plains-Fanwood students, but in this
particular area, I’m extremely
proud,” board member Linda Nelson
said.

The board approved Thursday the
submission of the Preschool Expan-
sion Plan to the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Education, which calls for
two full-day programs.

The BOE will meet tonight for a
regular public meeting and again on
Monday, January 12, for a board of
education/PTA Roundtable.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YULETIDE CAROLERS...The Yuletide Carolers serenade shoppers in down-
town Westfield on Saturday afternoon with traditional carols. Pictured, from left
left to right, are: Susie Padlow, Rich McNanna and Krista Mazur.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PIPING TUNES...Frank Watson of the Watson Highlanders Bagpipe Band
performs Christmas music and traditional bagpipe tunes for passengers on
Saturday’s Santa Train at the Westfield Train Station.

auto industry, Mr. Lance said a “com-
plete analysis of where the money
would go” and protections of taxpay-
ers’ money should be completed.

“I don’t think these should be
grants. At the very least they should
be loans and perhaps there ought to
be some type of equity interest in the
companies,” Mr. Lance said. “We sim-
ply cannot subsidize any aspect of the
American economy. We have to have
a realistic plan so that these compa-
nies can continue to exist.”

He said the three automakers, Gen-
eral Motors, Ford and Chrysler, should
have done more to produce energy-
efficient vehicles.

When asked whether the
automakers should go into chapter
11-bankruptcy protection instead of
receiving a bailout, Mr. Lance said he
believes a “full analysis” is needed to
decide whether chapter 11 would be
the best solution.

“There is also a lot of discussion
that there should be new leadership at
the automotive companies,” Mr.
Lance said. “Under no circumstances
should there be bonuses. The pay
packages of some of the top execu-
tives really are excessive.”

Mr. Lance said “greater regulation
of speculation in oil commodities” is
needed following last summer’s $4
per gallon gasoline prices.

“Under no circumstances should
we slack off in our desire to be energy
independent simply because gasoline
prices are lower than they were in the
middle of the summer,” he said. “I
think this country has to become en-
ergy independent, not only for eco-
nomic purposes, but also as a matter
of national security.”

When asked about the government’s
role on foreclosures, Mr. Lance said
the government should “protect the
old-fashioned standard way of mort-
gages,” namely 30-year, fixed-rate
mortgages. “I favor helping out those
who are in difficulty by perhaps stretch-
ing out their mortgages and not having
excessive rates of interest.”

He said an investigation of the credit
rating agencies is warranted. “The mort-
gages were bundled into these exotic
instruments that I don’t completely un-
derstand and the credit agencies gave
them very high ratings, in some cases,
triple A ratings, and that was clearly
inappropriate,” Mr. Lance said.

On foreign affairs issues, the Con-
gressman-elect said Congress should
enact all of the recommendations
made by the 9/11 Commission.

“I want to give the President of the
United States (George W. Bush) and

(Homeland Security) Secretary
Michael Chertoff credit for what they
have done” in keeping the nation safe
from further attacks. “I am sure his-
tory will demonstrate that there have
been potential attacks on the United
States that did not occur due to the
actions of the President and Secre-
tary Chertoff.”

“I think we have to have greater
diplomacy in the world and I hope our
reputation in the world is enhanced by
the election of President-elect Obama.
Throughout the world he is well re-
spected (and) I intend to work with
him in my capacity as a member of
Congress,” Mr. Lance stated.

The Congressman-elect said he hopes
to serve on either the House Budget or
Financial Services Committees and, per-
haps, on the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, of which Rep. Mike Ferguson
currently serves. The panel has jurisdic-
tion of pharmaceutical issues.

“There are more pharmaceutical
jobs in this Congressional district than
in any Congressional district in the
United States,” Mr. Lance said.

Speaking on the arrest of Illinois
Governor Rod Blagojevich, Mr. Lance
said, “What I have heard of this shocks
me that the appointment on an in-
terim basis of [a] United States Sena-
tor could somehow be for
sale…particularly when the Senate
seat in question was held by the Presi-
dent of the United States,” he said,
noting that 2009 marks the 200th
anniversary of the birth of Abraham
Lincoln, the last President since Mr.
Obama to be elected from Illinois.
“One would hope that his Senate seat
could be filled in an above board
manner,” Mr. Lance said.

On the political side, Mr. Lance
said he considers himself to be a
“moderate Republican” who “be-
lieves deeply in fiscal responsibility,”
“environmental protection,” and that
people should decide for themselves
“on individual issues of conscience.”

“I would hope that moving forward
we could be united as a party around
the principal issue that binds us to-
gether and that is fiscal responsibil-
ity. I think we (Republicans) lost our
way over the course of this
decade…and I think we have to get
back to basics,” Mr. Lance said. “I
favor bipartisan cooperation… The
American people want us in Con-
gress to put country above party.”

He said the New Jersey Congres-
sional delegation, which will be 8-5
in favor of Democrats, would work
together on issues such as port secu-
rity and increased aid for Amtrak.
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Leonard Lance Prepares
To Take Over Cong. District

Mahr Welcomes Business,
Talks FW Redevelopment
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – When Mayor Colleen
Mahr visited Enchantments Gift Shop
earlier in the month to welcome it to its
new 234 South Avenue site, she noted
this marks the beginning of a multi-step
process that will eventually lead to a
focused redevelopment effort in Fanwood,
adding luxury apartments and high-end
stores along South Avenue.

Speaking with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, Mayor Mahr com-
mented on the refurbishment of the
former Dean Oil site, vacant for 15 years.
As the mayor writes in The Fanwoodian,
“after years of false starts,” 24 luxury
town homes at the Station Square at
Fanwood will be completed in 2009. The
project stalled after receiving site ap-
proval from the planning board in Au-
gust 2006.

Mayor Mahr said after adhering to
Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) procedures, remediation is “wind-
ing down.” She said, “Right now, they’re
finishing up getting rid of the bad soil;
once they do that, they plan on continuing
with the construction.”

The mayor said the borough is also
getting estimates for demolishing the
Livingston-Wilbur property. A fire wall
of the adjacent Station Mews under con-
struction collapsed in May 2007 onto the
property. The borough purchased the
property earlier this year.

“We’re meeting with several develop-
ers who may be interested in it,” she said.
“It’s the borough’s intent not to develop
that, but to purchase it so that the indus-
trial use leaves the redevelopment area –
because it doesn’t belong there anymore
– and make a mixed-use building that
complements everything else.”
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SP Council
Thus far, the council plans to hold

a conference meeting on January 6 to
prepare for its January 13 regular
meeting. Its January 13 conference
meeting will prepare for its January
27 regular meeting while the confer-
ence meeting earlier that evening will
prepare for its February 10 regular
meeting.

in Fanwood.” Board chairman Greg
Cummings said, “I also agree, I think
it’s nice that a business can expand in
this difficult economic time.”

The meeting also marked Mr.
Deitch’s last meeting as a member of
the planning board. “It has been my
pleasure to serve for the last six and-
and-a-half years,” said Mr. Deitch.
“Looking back, we’ve all done a lot
of work here we can be proud of.”
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K-9 Resorts

Mountainside Adds Two
Police Officers to Fill Void

By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUTAINSIDE – The borough coun-
cil conducted its final regular monthly
meeting on Tuesday for 2008 at the mu-
nicipal building.

Before retreating to private chambers
to discuss personnel matters, the council
unanimously approved 10 resolutions
without debate.

Top on the list was the appointment of
two new probationary patrolmen to the
Mountainside Police Department. The
new officers will earn a salary of $36,254
over the one-year probationary period.

Both men were hired to fill the posi-
tions of two patrolmen who retired this
year. Officials said the hiring brings the
force back up to 22 patrolmen and re-
duces the department’s dependence on
overtime. The borough incurred over
$100,000 in unexpected overtime costs
this year.

A member of the public asked why
the council had gone ahead with the
hiring given the economic challenges
facing many municipal governments.
Councilman Paul Mirabelli said the hir-
ing of the two officers would save money
when the cost of paying overtime to an
understaffed force is taken into consid-
eration.

“We have been able to shift around
administrative duties,” said Borough Ad-
ministrator James Debbie, before explain-
ing that adding two patrolmen will posi-
tion the force well going into 2009 when

a lieutenant is expected to retire. Mr.
Debbie said the borough started the year
with 23 patrolmen and will end it with 22.

Jill Goode, the borough’s chief finan-
cial officer (CFO), was given the author-
ity to transfer money set aside in the 2008
budget to address unexpected year-end
budget needs. These transfers include a
transfer of $54,500 to pay salary and
wage shortfalls. This money was slated to
pay for things like streets and roads, group
insurance and fire hydrant service.

Officials said a total of $45,000 of this
transfer would pay for unanticipated po-
lice overtime incurred as a result of the
loss of three police officers — the two
officers who retired and one lost due to
injuries sustained in an accident.

In other fiscal matters, the council ap-
proved a temporary debt budget in the
amount of $48,234 on the advice of the
CFO. The temporary budget will go to
pay loan principal and interest due before
January 1, 2009.

A motion was approved appointing
Christopher Whyte and Robert Sobocinski
to the Mountainside Volunteer Fire De-
partment.

The council then moved into executive
session.

A special public meeting of the coun-
cil will take place on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 23, to discuss COAH requirements
and the borough’s affordable housing
plan. The council’s reorganization meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, January 6,
at 7 p.m.

Westfield
Tuesday, December 9, Ravi P.

Singhvi, 34, of Westfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on
an outstanding Secaucus motor ve-
hicle warrant in the amount of $150.
He was processed and released after
posting bail.

Thursday, December 11, the man-
ager of a business on South Avenue,
East, reported that a trailer utilized to
store used tires was forcibly entered
and an undetermined number of used
tires was removed.

Thursday, December 11, Scott L.
Edmonds, 31, of Asbury Park was
arrested on the 100 block of Prospect
Street on two Westfield motor ve-
hicle warrants totaling $154. He was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released after posting bail.

Thursday, December 11, Marcus
Rawls, 40, of Newark was arrested in
Westfield Municipal Court on four
outstanding criminal warrants from
Elizabeth totaling $2,500. He was
turned over to the Elizabeth Police
Department.

Monday, December 15, an esti-
mated $2,000 in cash and jewelry
was reported stolen from a home on
the 1100 block of Lawrence Avenue.
Entry was gained by forcing open a
rear door.

Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department con-
firmed the incident occurred around
the same time as a burglary to a resi-
dence on Deer Path in Mountainside,
which occurred in the middle of the
day on Monday. Authorities from the
two municipalities are continuing to
investigate.

Mountainside
Tuesday, December 9, a resident of

Cedar Avenue reported that someone
made unauthorized charges on his
credit card.

Tuesday, December 9, a resident of
Glen Road reported seeing a suspi-
cious black male wearing glasses in
her back yard. According to police, a
search of the surrounding area did not
produce a suspect.

Friday, December 12, Laura K.
Kowalski, 23, of Berkeley Heights
was arrested and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI) after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22, East,
at Glen Road. According to police,
she was also charged with several
moving violations as well as being an
uninsured motorist.

Saturday, December 13, a patron of
a Route 22 theater reported that he
lost his wallet in the parking lot. The
wallet contained identification and
$20 incash.

Sunday, December 14, Achir Kalra,
28, of Newark was arrested and
charged with DWI after being found
asleep in his vehicle in a driveway on
Old Tote Road. He was involved in a
one vehicle hit-and-run on Oak Tree
Road earlier in the evening, police
said. According to police, he was also
charged with several other violations
including leaving the scene of a mo-
tor vehicle accident, failure to report
an accident and consumption of an
alcoholic beverage in a motor ve-

hicle.
Monday, December 15, a burglary

was reported at a Deer Path residence
during the middle of the day. The
front door had been forced open, after
which the master bedroom was ran-
sacked and various items of jewelry
were taken. As of press time, the total
value of the missing jewelry had not
been determined.

Captain Richard Osieja of the
Mountainside Police Department con-
firmed that a boot print had been
recovered from the door of the resi-
dence, and that the incident remains
under investigation. He added that
Mountainside police are working with
Westfield authorities, since home
burglaries have recently been reported
there as well.

Fanwood
Monday, December 1, a resident of

Poplar Place reported that someone
attempted to open a credit card in his
name without authorization but was
unsuccessful. Police are investigat-
ing.

Wednesday, December 3, Katrina
S. Washington-Woma, 39, of
Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Roselle after
a field investigation. She was pro-
cessed and released.

Wednesday, December 3, Sandra
Domino, 49, of East Orange was ar-
rested for outstanding warrants out of
Bayonne, Mountainside and Newark
after a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue. She was processed and turned
over to the Bayonne Police Depart-
ment.

Thursday, December 4, Scott A.
Smith, 40, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI) after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Martine Avenue. He was
processed and turned over to a re-
sponsible adult.

Monday, December 8, Theodore L.
Clark, 49, of Newark was arrested on
an outstanding Fanwood warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. He was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County jail.

Monday, December 8, Edmund A.
Doku, 34, of North Brunswick was
arrested on an outstanding South
Bound Brook warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He was
processed and released.

Tuesday, December 9, Albert E.
Smith, 42, of New Providence was
arrested for an outstanding Clark
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue. He was processed
and released.

Tuesday, December 9, Calvin E.
Roberts, 28, of Plainfield was arrested
on the 100 block of Martine Avenue on
an outstanding warrant out of Clark,
following a field investigation. He was
processed and released.

Monday, December 15, a resident
of MacLennan Place reported that
someone broke into her motor ve-
hicle, which was parked unlocked in
her driveway, sometime between the
hours of 8 p.m. on Sunday, December
14, and 8 a.m. on Monday, December
15. A GPS system and a radar detec-
tor were removed. The value of the
items stolen is approximately $300.

Chambers’ Lawsuit Heads
To Court February 9

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Town Administrator
Jim Gildea said the town has not settled
a sexual-harassment lawsuit brought by
Police Officer Sandy Chambers. Ru-
mors had listed a settlement in the seven-
figure range.

In the six-count lawsuit, officer
Chambers alleges that “during a two-
year period, [former Westfield Police
Chief Bernard Tracy] regularly called
[officer] Chambers at home, during
non-working hours and late into the
evening” and that Mr. Tracy invited
Officer Chambers “to call him on his
personal cell phone.”

Officer Chambers, a Plainfield resi-
dent, has been employed by the Westfield
Police Department since 1995.

Officer Chambers said that she at-
tended a law-enforcement convention
in Washington, D.C., in 2003 with Mr.
Tracy.

“While at the convention, Chief Tracy
commented to Detective Chambers and
others that she was not spending enough
time with him, and he felt that she had
‘abandoned’ him,” according to the law-
suit. She also alleged that Chief Tracy
“intimated that he was hopeful that while
they were at the convention, he and
Detective Chambers could become even

better friends.”
Detective Chambers charged later in

the complaint that she “was treated dif-
ferently because she would not engage
in inappropriate sexual conduct with
Chief of Police Bernard F. Tracy.”

When asked about the case, Mr. Gildea
said the lawsuit had not been settled, and
the town was prepared for a court trial.

“There has been no settlement in this
matter whatsoever, and the new court
date is February 9,” Mr. Gildea told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on Thurs-
day, December 11. A spokesperson for
the civil division of the Superior Court
also said the matter had not been settled.
The case had originally been scheduled
for trial on Monday, December 1.

Mr. Gildea said the town council must
approve all settlements in legal matters.

Town Councilman Tom Bigosinski
was the only town council member to go
on record, saying, “I have heard nothing
about that (a seven-figure settlement). I
would never support such an outrageous
settlement. And you can quote me on
that.”

Officer Chambers is seeking com-
pensatory and punitive damages and
lawyer fees.

Officer Chambers’ lawyer, Eric
Pennington, did not return a call seeking
comment on the case.


